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New education policy aims
at fighting colonial hangover

NEP 2020 envisions providing students with the idea that only the job which ensures their
happiness is a good job. Only a person who performs his job with perfection deserves respect.

OPINION

K.S. RADHAKRISHNAN

jhe vision statement
of the new National
Education Policy

2020, formulated by a com-
mittee headed by Dr K. Kas-
turirangan, foresees a major
change in the processes of
the generation, dissemina-
tion and use of knowledge
in society. It aims at a para-
digm shift from the Euro-
centric monolithic structure
of education to a pluralistic
contextual structure. The
NEP envisions a shift froma
stagnant knowledge society
toavibrant one.

It is not an easy task to
effect changes in a society
which has remained stag-
nant due to many reasons.
Our knowledge society has
been formulated by Euro-
centric conceptual frames
formulated by British ex-
perts on education. Euro-
centrism is a theory which
believes that Europe is the
centre of science, social sci-
ence, technology, art, lit-
erature, music, religion and
philosophy — ofall wisdom,

in the rest of the world.
FEuropeans, they believed,
were the group of people
chosen to redeem others.
They subscribed to the view
that among the people of the
world, Aryans are greater
and among the Aryans,
the Europeans are greater.
Adolf Hitler extended the
logic further, and thought
that among the Europeans,
Germans were the superior
lotand declared that he him-
self was the most superior
among the Germans, Hitler
was not an accidental occur-
rence but the historical ne-
cessity of Eurocentric theory.

The shades of Hitler were
evidently seen in the behav-
ioural patterns of those who

and barbarous people. He
also insisted on replacing
the Indian patterns of life
with the European models.
The religious heads of the
European church, ignoring
their congregational differ-
ences, insisted that scientific
Christianity should replace
pagan religious practices.
The Eurocentric masters
who preached colonial-
ism, irrespective of their
fractional feuds, desired to
establish political authority
using religious, commercial,
and military tools. This was
evident in the preface, writ-
ten by Lord Macaulay, to the
policy draft to implement
English education in India
in 1835, in which he wrote
that India did not have re-
ligion, philosophy, science,
social science, art, literature,
culture, etc. So, the superior
European systems should
replace all those inferior
Indian systems of wisdom,

Policy 2020 to Vice President M. Venkaial

He concluded that the dis-
semination of Eurocentric
wisdom could create people
‘who were Indians in their

subscribe to Euroce

They believed in a mono-
lithic structure of life and
society. They believed in
one God, one text, one Son
of God, and one redeemer.
This monistic dogmatism
of the Eurocentric outlook
prompted them to believe
in methodological monism,
which is the hallmark of
European science. They
believed that inductivism
was the only one valid sci-
entific method and only

and European:
in their spiritand culture.
Macaulay did not hesitate
to reveal the real intention
of the introduction of a Eu-
rocentric education in India.
In his address to the British
council of India, he said that
“unless we breal the back-
bone of this nation (India),
which is her spiritual and
cultural heritage”, the British
could never conquer India.
He decided to use English
education as a tool to cre-

Our knowled

Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank"
h Naidu, in New Delhi. ANI

phenomenon is controlled
by the force inside it. Hence,
the much-celebrated depen-
dence on the enslavement to
Eurocentrism of the Indian
academiccommunity should
bereplaced by the process of
contextualisation.
Naturally, there should be
a paradigm shift from the
learning of abstract ideas to
concrete and contextualised
pragmatic knowledge. The
present system of education
insists that students mug
up theories devoid of prag-
matic use as part of their
curriculum, which creates
a lethargic mindset in the
students. There are many
students who secure a bach-
elor’s degree in technology
only todo the job ofan office
assistant, which never pro-
vides a chance to use what
they learnt as part of their
curri Such a state of

of Education

society bas been formulated by Eurocentric

conceptual frames formulated by British experts on education.
Eurocentrism s atheory which believes that Europe is the
centre of science, social science, technology, art, literature,
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affairs creates a fecling of
alienation among them and

over natural
and that man was free to
exploit nature to satisfy his
unquenchable thirst to en-
joy worldly pleasures. The
unfettered exploitation of
nature by human beings,
which has been glorified by
Eurocentrism, is the reason

ity

of Europe, irrespective of their ideological differences.

human knowledge. The
Eurocentric intellectuals
criticised Gandhi severely
in India and abroad. But
Macaulay was absolutely

those cl
mulated by the method of
inductivism alone could be
considered as true science.
They considered all other
claims to as fake

or-

atea which was
Indian in appearance and
European in culture.
Mahatma Gandhi realised
the hidden danger of English
ducatic d the European

correct
ate educated Indians withan
unconditional submission
to Eurocentric enslavement.
Nawaharlal Nehru, the first

Pri f India, was

knowledge. So, they argued
that everything that was

vledge, and informa-
tion. It is a belief shared by
thei i

should bere-
placed by European models.

Such an

of Europe, irrespective of
theirideological differences.

Eurocentric intellectuals,
politicians and religious
spiritualists believed that
everything that is European
is superior to what remains
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belief in Eurocentrism was
shared by Lord Macaulay
and Karl Marx alike. Like
most of the European in-
tellectuals of his era, Marx
also believed that India
was a land of uncivilised

patterns of life. He exposed
their illogicality and im-

an ardent admirer of Euro-
centrism. Gandhi and his
i to be treated

from such Eurocentrism to
Indian contextual forms.
The direct corollary of Eu-
rocentrism is anthropo-
centrism, a belief shared by
the Greco-Roman culture,
which says that man is the
centre of the universe and
everything in the universe
should be interpreted in
terms of the interests of man.

forecological imbalance. The
vision statement of the NEP,
thus, designs a paradigm
shift from anthropocentrism
to ecocentrism. Ecocentrism
is the view that reminds hu-

Therefore, it that
‘man is superior to the rest
of the creations and there is
nothing wrong with inter-
preting the universe to meet
his interests.

Aristotle defined man as a
rational animal. He placed
man at the top of the order
of the hierarchy of the phe-
nomena of the universe. The

man they are not
the masters of the universe

butonly its many

they icinlife.
This is one of the bad out-
comes of the present system
of education as it bifurcates
the courses of study into job-
oriented courses and job-
alienated courses. Hence, it
creates the false notion that
job-oriented courses are
better because they guar-
antee good jobs. ‘Good jobs’
usually mean the jobs which
ensure more security and
financial gains for the can-
didate. This s the reason be-
hind the rat race for getting
admission to the so-called

phenomena. Man cannot en-
sure his survival by ignoring
the natural rights of other
phenomena in the universe.

Nothing in the world
should be controlled by
anything other than the
thing itself. Everything in

Id be con-

The Hellenic philosophy,the ~ Greek andcul-  the
prophetic religions, and the  ture declared that man was  trolled by its own centre, not
E ric sciences unani-  themeasure of allthings. Sci-

in his thought-
provoking work Hind Swaraj
in 1905. It was the first logi-
cally valid and intellectually
sublime attack on Eurocen-
trism. He exposed the logi-
calinconsistencies of meth-

as academic untouchables

by the Indian academic

community, and hence, we

followed the Eurocentric

paradigm in our system of
lucation

odological monism and he
preached methodological
pluralism in every form of

The vision statement of
NEP 2020 reveals that it
aims at a paradigm shift

‘mously advocate for the es-
tablishment of the man-cen-
tred world. According to the
0ld Testament, man alone
was created in the image of
God. Further, it believed that
God entrusted man to rule
over the rest of the creations
for and on hehalf of God.

ence placed manat the top of
the ladder of evolution and
admitted that there was no
creature equal to man in the
universe.

Religion, philosophy
and science unanimously
spread the belief that man
enjoys unconditional rights

by an external force. It con-
ceives the universe as the
ion of self-regul

In this regard, the NEP en-
visions providing students
with the idea that only the
job which ensures their hap-
piness is a good job. Only a
person who performs his
jobwith perfection deserves
respect. This is the reason
that a first-rate barber com-
‘mands more respect in soci-
ety than a third-rate profes-
sor.

ed manifestations, where
‘man is only one among the
many, not the master of the
rest. Similarly, the concepts
of Swaraj or Aatmanirbhar
Bharat aim at the creation
of a world in which every

DrK.S. isa
writer, orator and academic.
He is the former Vice Chancel-
lor of the Sree Sankaracharya
University of Sanskrit, Kalady,
and former Chairman, Kerala
Public Service Commission. The
views expressed are personal.

The battle lines are drawn.
If anyone still believes that
theworld has notgot divided
into two blocs and the icy
winds of Cold War 2.0 are
not freezing relations, needs
totakealookat

States. China has pushed
the world towards bipolar-
im of

COLD WAR 2.0 IS HERE

about no country gaining
from “others’ difficulties”; on

ity, with the ulti
fashioninga unipolar world
where it is the sole imperial
power and everyone else
Atthe UNGA,

why the w
a “beggar-thy-neighbour
policy”; “pursue win-win

cooperation”; “rise ahove
ideological di d do

delivered at the United Na-
tions General Assembly
this week to know which
way things are headed. The
UNGA is commemorating
75 yearsof the end of the Sec-
ond World War, or “World
Anti Fascist War” as Chinese
President Xi Jinping termed
itin his speech. On this fo-
rum the contoursof the new
world order are becoming
clearer—a broadly bipolar
world inside which multi-
polarity functions. One of

al

itwas surreal the way XiJin-
ping went about projecting
himselfas the global states-
‘manin his speech, when the
reality is a world harried by
China’s misadventures, its
push for influence, its debt
trap diplomacy, its spy-
ing, its attempts to subvert
democracies, its refusal to
take responsibility for the
coronavirus pandemic, its
‘malignantand authoritarian
core. In fact, almost every-
thing Xi said can be coun-

these two poles i i
by communist China, while
the other by the world's pre-
mier superpower, the United

tered as Chi
the opposite on the ground.
He talked about countries
sharinga “common future”;

not fallinto the trap of clash
of civilizations”; that he is
not interested in “cold War
or hot war”, and s0 on and
so forth. It was bizarrel Ina
notso-concealed barbat US
President Donald Trump's
“America First” policy, the
Chinese President added,
“burying one’s head in the
sand like an ostrich in the
face of economic globaliza-
tion or tryingto fight it with
Don Quixote’s lance goes
against the trend of histo-
ry’—it’s a different matter
that this can be taken as an
implicit admission of China
being in economic trouble

The main entrance to the United Nations headquarters in New York.

because of the trade warun-
leashed by Donald Trump.
Atthe other end of the pole,
the US President launched
a no-holds-barred attack
on the “invisible enemy”
that is the “China virus”.

He compared the “mobiliza-
tion” against the virusin his
country being the “most ag-

i

Germany—a comparison
Xi has been attracting from
‘many quarters courtesy his

Vladimir Putin too did not

ber one superpower. And

mince words in identifying now the most important
the United States and itsal- ~ question: which side does
i i es,  Indiagowith, now that Cold
who are not paying heed to War 2.0 s here? While mul-
Russia’s appeal for “mu- tipolarity isagoodintention,
tual restraint” with regard  the reality is bipolarity, and
“to deploying new missile  sooner or later, reality will
systems”. Countries such  clashwith theintention. Will
as Cuba, Venezuela and  India stop waffling then?
Tran went a step further to Will India choose correctly?
denounce the “hegemony”  Whichway should Indiago?
and “imperialist ideas” of ~ With the authoritarian and
the US, apart from labelling its rag-tag bunch of bank-
it as the “greatest danger rupt dictatorships and los-
to international peace and  ers of Cold War 1.0? Or with
security’—language thatis  the free world that s trying

straight out of the Cold War
playbook. Interestingly, all
of them talked abouta mul-
tipolar world, while throw-
ing theirlotin with China, in

gressive” “since th
world war”, thus placing
Xi Jinping’s China firmly in
the company of Hitler's Nazi

policies and his treatment
of minorities in his country.
Asfor Russia, its President,

what will kel
worldifthe Chineseachieve
their objective of displacing
the US as the world’s num-

to come together to take on
the most malign power that
this globe has witnessed in
several decades, a power
that has India’s dismember-
‘mentat the core of its Asian
policy? The answer is a no-
brainer.

Joyeeta Basu
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A Tata-Mistry divorce
deal may prove thorny

Mistry’s family selling its stake in Tata Sons to the conglomerate could end a long corporate

battle. Divergences over legal rights and the firm's valuation, though, might prove vexatious

ow that India'sbiggest ever
business battle seems headed
for record books as our most
expensive corporate divoree, it
may be tempting to expecta
truce between the Tata Group
led by Ratan Tataand the Shapoorji Pallonji
(SP) camp under Cyrus Mistry. Sighs of relief,
though, seem premature. There are signs that
theiracrimony will extend toa
OnTuesday, Mi 1
ness Lo part swith Tata, a parting that is
expected to entail the sale back to the Group of
his family’s 18.4% stake in Tata Sons, the share-
Imldm;‘ company from which he was ousted in
2016 as chairman, sparking offa bitter dispute
that has involved legal wrangles, mud-slinging
and ungainly allegations. That stake has beena
bigbone of contention all along, and could stay
so fora while. Atone level, SP's offer appears
tobeavictory for the Tata Group. The $110
billion conglomerate controls four-fifths of
TataSons, has been especially keen Lo prevent
those shares from being sold toa third party,
and had moved the Supreme Court to stop the
cash-strapped SP group from pawning them
for money. Notably, it was only after the aj
court restrained SP from pledging its Tata
shares that abuy-back deal began to take
shape. How it will pan out isstill unclear. Had
Mistry’s own businesses not been so hard up,
however, it might have held out for abetter
deal (possibly with another buyer). Even now,
Mistry may opt to drive a hard bargain on how
much his group's 18.4% stake is\\unh
The SP group h: K
equitable” way out at a price that reflects the
value of Tata Sons' “underlying tangible and

ALOK SHEEL

tement deal.

intangible ass: While the value of Tata’s
listed companies is easy to calculate, and that
ofits unlisted entities can be estimated on
business parameters, what the Tata brand—
owned by Tata Sons—is worth could be hard
tosettle, Reports suggest that SP places Tata
Sons' overall value at over 39.7 trillion, a figure
that includes 2146 trillion for the brand. Buta
recent court filing by Tata estimates SP’s 18.4%
stake tobe worth some TL5 trillion, which
would translate to under 38 2 trillion for the
whole company. Even ifbrand value experts
are called in, |hcgapb(lwunlhc twosides’

could ¢ sk

Therelativestrength of thei |rl)ama|x\|ng
positions could play a role in the negotiations
that ensue. While SP has been weakened by its
dire finances, these talks could be inflected by
the legal status of Article 75 under Tata Sons'
Articles of Association, which restricts SP*
leeway to dispose of its stake without Tata’s
nod. Thisacts as a clamp on those shares, but
its validity has been challenged by the Mistry
camp, arguing that its invocation would
amount to oppression of a minority share.
holder. While some legal experts take a dim
view of this clause, others consider it a valid
tool fora principal owner to retain control. The
top court is yet to rule on this issue. If time runs
out for Mistry before that happens, he may
simply have to take what'son the table. The
Tata Group, though, is debt-laden and not
cash-rich enough to buy SP's stake, evenata
low price, without a scramble to raise funds.
The Group may need to offload a c! hunkuhls
72% holding in Tata Consultanc
Ifs0, atighter hold on Tata Sons would leave it
with alooser grip on its cash cow.

My

mint

The pandemic could help us all
recognize what real education is

Covid disruptions have highlighted the invaluable role of true learning in fulfilling aspirations

ANURAG BEHAR

of gains in getting our childreninto
schools

Second, education
endeavour. Physical presence, attes
tion, hought and emotions. allmustbe

engaged. Some have been more effec-
tive than others, but they have tried
overand over. And that is because their
goalis public service. Asis that of asmall
percentage of schools run and owned by

tep-by
poiny oemback - and o
ently for each student. This requires
intense verbal and non-verbal interac-
tions amongst teachers and students,

s, which are truly public
spirited. Unfortunately, these are few
Fourth, teachers are central to educa-
tion. Without themn, theee is no educs-
tion. With them, education can happen

15CEO of

he pandemic cutsto the core of
our character. Of our societ,
£ institutions, and our very selves

But thatis, if we care 1o look. Instead of

wallowing in the defusion that India is
doing very well,or lving with lead-
blindersof apathy. lhummu(u‘uu

dso  which
Jeads sustainabilty ntatives for Wipro Uic

our

y in groups
prosimity. Online education is ineffec-
tive because of this basic character of
education, and not merely because of

lack of access to the net and online
resources. Any harried parent who has
gone through months of watching over

anywhere, e without
any other resource, asthousands of
dedicated public-school teachers have
shown. Parents trying to play teacher
have learnt how complex and demand-
ing the roleis. 1t is about subject knowl-
edge andp oay. but also a kot more.
Itis about patience and dedication,
about empathy and judgment, and also
about bakancing all this in the service

state that h Ab«ul unlm\'
nin \(.n llu\n.u has back-

ofthechild.
itisa matter of deep humarn
4 bond.

body of our nation. W h uhll isinthis
basic character dh

Firstis the
and injustice that mast childeen live
with. Atiny
resources that it doesn't matter that

schools are shut: such children will also

beback inschool the very day they open

up. But for the vast majority of childeen,
" fschools is poten-

iver of students havesuch

usually out in the open. The widespread
eacrosstheworld o open
schoolsat the earliest is energized by a
deep realization of the social-human
nature of education.
“Thind, education is effective anly

||.nb.ul.uul other vif
Suchas unstated, these circumstances have also
mlhm;mmmi«au) guing tothe made many realize how poorly we do
i il -y for our teachers.
brutal lmqum ility Lasses with e Fifth, i system is the most

precious of things for any society. It
shapes the future of asociety andkeeps
it going At the most basic level, the edu-
cation system isalso avast child-care
systern (oo, The disruptions in our
shythms of social and economic life, in

tially a change in the trajectory of their

lives. It s notonlya loss of education
today, its probably for much longer.

Andfor too many. pechaps even perma-
hey may never return (o school
aught in the

neatly
ormay return much
tsunaimiofan economic upheaval
millions of

For

whenitistr thespirit
of public service. Most private schools
are bothered about making money and
notabout education or people. Uncon-
cerned about the dire situation of thei

b  have made that clear.
It hasalso made it clear that for the aspi-
rations and promises of our society (o be
fulfilied, education isthe fundamental

students, they have pushed every lever

“re-admission”,

arising from shut s(lwnl\ is more than.
that of education. It ulxmlkv\sol
assured meals lofan

Perhaps even moreso
than parenting

Tabbying for th
cation, and more They have exploited
their teachers even more than usual

anchor of support in life. Innumerable
irls face social pressure to drop out of
schaoland get married. T
uncertainty i also eroding the hard-

wonsocial consensus that sending chil-

dren to school must be the norm. We

truly face the prospect of lasing decades

miasma of

cutting or not paying their salaries
arbitrarily while making them toil This
usuriows farce has been forced out in
the open by the pandemic. Public
(government) school systems, inthe
same troubled times, have attempted a
range of things to keep their students

10 DEARS AGO

L

THEIR

Fraenkel’s theory of the dual state may need an update

the law. The law is codified and not arbitrary,
applied equally in each case, without excep-
tion. andhas the mandate of the governed.
Th

of this, though Adolf Hitler's power-grab
was by far the most egregious example; he

Fraenkel's theory of dictatorships and the
dual state has resonance in current times.

tosgueeze money. Demanding fees for Wedid not need a¢ 1-a-century
sisting on pandemic withits devastating human
net-access devices, toll to reveal all thisabout education.
havidh line ed Our. 1d 1

the same basic character of education
anytime if we had opened our eyes and
paidattention. But the lacerating
wound of the pandemic will possibly let
the light finally enter, to paraphrase
Rumi And perhaps the light will enter
usas a people, making us more, and
more, together. We need that desper-
ately

,_JDSJ? A TB@B@E?_I

The accumulation of all
powers, legislative,
executive, and judiciary,
inthe same hands, whether
of one, a few, or many, and
whether hereditary, self-
appointed, or electiv
justly be pronounced the
very definition of tyranny.

, may

JAMES MADISON

]

mandate and their cull status 1o buttress
their power, even thoush they might surrep-

i RBI chair professoe in
macroeconomics, ICRIER

0 The Dual State: A contribution fo the

inthe form of
withlaws enacted by democratically-elected
legislatures consistent with it. There are
institutions at arm's length from the stste,

Thearyaf ip, first published in
1941 alter its suthoe fled Germany. Ernst
Fraenkel developed a theory based on his
expesience asanattomey in the Berlin Court
of Appeals in Nazi Germany between 1933
and 1938 He was a witness (o the decay of

most notably the j . 1o uphold laws.

Distinguishing dictatorships from
democraciesin the 20h century was easy.
The latter had ce based

never mlvmhd 10 adhere to the Weimar
(& all.

Does that mean that there
the rule of law in dictatorship:

un

Accordingto him, there existed a dual state
ider

oth 2

mmu-«l» Lamper vulh electoral processes.
The: another political theo-
yist, Carl Schitt, described 5 “soversign
dictators” in his 1921 classic Die Diktator.

y difficult
or a production process
where there isnounderly-
ing consensus and trust

Kelold b

on Enlightenment principles such as indi-
vidual Liberty, equality before the law,

the Reichstag F
which gave the “prerogative s
that were used to override the “normative
State”, as the usual rights were denied to
those defined by the state as ts enemies,

humanism, reason
by religious universalism Periodic elections
were held based on universal franchise, and
thelaws made in compliance with the con-
stitution were enforced by the state, with
mumd.mm.xuupuu«-mlu«mmnwun

sonal statis was restrctad under the Nur-
emberglaws Thiswasafterthey werelefta
limited sphere in the country’s economic
system. By 1936, the Reich Supreme Court
had declared them “legally dead™.

The major dilference between dictato
"

threw such constitutions and imposed di
conian ws without the sanetion of popular
 centratizing power in their own hands.
Several right- and left-wing dictatorships,
including that in the forme: i
used such means. Yet, dictators could alsobe
elected through the! h.ll.lnllnu which they

sub-

xi-
ble |m|dum atation of the rule of . Ina
democracy, everybody yesal

ordinated Io mL e will. ‘l he Eme rgency of
the 1970:

predictability of outcomes
if these vary from case to
case. [t would be impossi-
ble to run 4 capitalist sys-
teminsuchdircumstances,
ortomaintain social order,
ifthere are no rules fo pri-

unfsircompetition, lsbour
employment, etc.

cial provisions or new laws brought in by
20th century dictators curtailed ind
liberties in the political domain. The laws
remained mostly in

relating to civil socie
place, with arbitrary

splace for | normative and prerogative state. Germany
had une of the best legal systems in Europe,
wankze society dth fnc-
y-to-diay transac-
2 tions even under Nazi rule.
Theratioof 40 ciive ste. on
& the other hand, “was that
normativeand 7 S ) syateont)
oga H exercises unlimited arbi-
prer ve trariness and violence
§ unchecked by any legal
state authori y any
guarantees”. Both existed
seems to differ !

are able 1o bey nd.mmulmm even lhuu;h
theirway, thy

of Fraenkel's llnun falls short, asthere are

nospecial g

Modem dictatorships solidify their hold
on power not through special laws, but by
leveraging theirexecutive authority under
extant laws 10 capture legal and other civil

Inthe?

They sppoint minions

it ha

tokey| theem use legit

under populist  tecinallyb

. & to tell demacracies apart
dictatorships  from populist dictator-
ships. Having learnt the
20th century lesson that
overthrowing constitutionsal and legal strue-
idual | tureslosesthe regime legitimacy, with their
power proving pyrrhicand short-lived, th

inafew

cases where the state used its specially

ac powess.

uumulmn:« universal adult franchise Aml

10 enfaréa thewill oftha
prerogative state. The pormstive state func-
tions narmally in most cases. But by control-
ling the outcomes of only a few cases, the
presogative state capturesall state power.
Populist dictatorships have proliferated
a* mhuv\mld sdermocracies, from L

Ame
cult m«umh <t partie 3
in the US and Western Europe. Whether
they will prove more (hu.lhk than dictator-

Instead, they usethe pop

shipsol 20th y remains (o be seen
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Alocalized approach to address
the economic fallout of covid-19

A study of slums in Patna and Bengaluru reveals sufficient variation in the pandemic’s impact to justify customized relief

HARLAN DOWNS-TEPPER &
EMILY RAINS

are PhD students at the Sanford School of
Public Policy, Duke University.

ndia now has the second-highest number of
covid cases worldwide, and huge dipsin
carnings have been reported. Yet, these
aggregate figures obscure important local dif-
ferences—across citiesand between neigh-
Theextent of th

illustrated by our ongoing study.

In August, we commenced phone surveysin 20
settlements cach in Patna and Bengaluru, selected
toreflect the diversity of slum living conditions.
Withagrant from the International Growth

entre, we are conducting phone interviews
with three key respondents in each settlement,
consisting of neighbourhood leaders and other
well-informed individuals, including at least one

‘woman. We have studied these and other settle-
ments for years. We ask each respondent about
conditions both in their neighbourhood, in gen-
eral, and in their own household. These means of
discovery and triangulation have revealed a wide
diversity of local situations. Here is what we found.
Sickness is under control in Patna slums: Over
the past month, notasingle death duc to covid (or
duetosome unknown cause) has been reported
from any ofits 20 selected slums; no one was sick
onaccount of covid, eitherin hospital orat home.
Localized concentrations of sickness persist in
Bengaluru: The situation is similar to Patna in the
majority of Bengaluru’s slums—no deaths and
hardly any instances of illness due to covid. Ina
distinct pocket of settlementsin Bengaluru, how-
ever, the llness gives cause for greater concern.

least likely to keep theirincomes. The few key

informantsin Patnaslums who kept making
th h this period had the foll

positions (with monthly incomesin brackets):

C e past two for dinto
the current one, it s estimated that more than
15% of familics living in MV Gardens, Mominpura
and Siddhartha Nagar have members sick with
the disease, many in hospital. Pinpointed rather
than blanket responses will be more effective in
thissituation.

Mask wearing i A fhoth

vika (35,500), sanitation worker
(7,200), sump station worker (9,000), lecturer
(X45,000); three local shopkeepers (35,000,
38,000,312,000) and a dairy operator (X30,000).
In Bengaluru, the few who kept being paid through
the first three months included the

e
mentor political parties; about halfalso received
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The ISS crew shifted to the Soyuz spacecraft for ease of evacuation. NAsA

The persistent threat of debris in outer space

A

{ation were caryingoutan “avoid-

" on Tuesd:

ofdebris, the U

vuuluuulurhl(byu piece

eralkilometres” of th

passwithin “sev-
(ISS), but

it
of caution, ts trajectory was being changed to moveit further away from theobject.

The three crew members—two Russians and an American—

localcd o (hclr

Soy
said. "

outof's

complete. T
Nasa chief Jim

Twitter. The

approach” was’ 22 21

GMT, Nasa said... 25 such manoeuvres had occurred between 1999 and 2018.

The Guardian

To take or not to take Putin’s free vaccine offer

‘hatdo you do when Vladimir Putin offers you Russia’s new coronavirus vac-
cine, for free? United Nations: staffin New Yorkand around the w orldare

now facing that choice,

the Sputnik-V vaccine in a speech to this

resident offered T
year meneml,\wmhly marking the

body's75thbirthday. O
havebeen

iti ntread) ye!

for

effects.“Any one ofus could face lhlsd'u\;,emusums “Thevirushasnotspared the
" Py

staffofthe United Nations,

utinsaidina

pre-recorded speech from Moscow.

AP

Where the glitter of gold blinds people to risks

ith i ingj d Ind
i illegal gold ing price of th
metal overrides the isk o their livesand the environment Spooked by the eco-
wrought b
world up gold, whichisseenasa i ili nd-
ingif rdabove US$2,000 (S$2,’ last month. The surge

indemand hasfuelled aboom in mineral-rich Indonesia's llegal mining industry,
with workersignoring the threat ofarrest, mercury poisoning o being caught in
battles... T esaid, but there

are plonty ofother dangers urking i Indonesi's rgged casternmost territory.
The Straits Times

Nasa plans a giant leap for womankind in 2024

ASA hasbig plans for 2024. The space agency said that in four years, it plans
toland the irstwoman ever on the Moonand the first man since 1972 (hmugh

ocial local leaders wer
were more likely to receiv tance, not lhme
need or the highest di

reported posiions:a productsuveyor for C
(ﬂS Onm asal Paytm (322,000),

cities, more than 80% of! aring

masksin public. Social dlslanun}, aluxuryin

Bajaj Finserv §20.000). The

incidence.Lardly any asistance s eingreceived
currently, even though people’ssituations con-
tinue to be difficult, particularly in Patna.

cramped quarters, is not nea
T herememmmsnngh\elllmod situations,

Women’ played important rolesin
different both cities, arranging for cash and essential com-
Lesswellofftobegin with, Patna'sshumrest moditiesand resolving disputes.
it much harder Aslate Diminishing hopes in Patna: Alonger and

withan uptrend in Bengaluru and creeping hope-
lessness in Patna: Most slum women aswellas men
work for a wage. The average slum household has
4 in Bengaluruand 6.4

asthe middle of September, they had recovered
only halfof prior incomes, while Bengaluru slum
its had recovered more than two-thirds.

Patna, and has, respectis

\1.9and 1.7 earning

More than 80%in Bengaluru report going back to
theirold jobs, butonly 30%in Patna.

harsherlockdown in Patna has gone together with

adiminished incidence of the disease and consid-

erably greater economic hardships. Because of

the unrelenting hardship they have faced, an
majority in Patna’

membets
Eve

householdin Bengaluruwas belleroﬂ"lhdn the
one in Patna. The average monthly income of
aslum houschold was more than 323,000 in Ben-
galuruand justabout 317,000 in Patna.
Veryfew households in the slums of both cities
carned incomesin the first two or three months of
ic. Manual labourers, the majority,

s the principal chall
facing more than 90% in Patna’s slum, whose
situation s typified by a household of four persons
inaslum known as Chitkohra Pul ke Neeche or
Jagjiwan Nagar. The father used to work asa gar-
dener X8,000),and one of the sons worked asa

thatth hs, or even six months, from now
things will still be worse than before the pan-
demic. The corresponding share in Bengaluru is
Tess than 10%.

Ramping up the pace ofjob recovery in Patna is
urgently needed. Rekindling hope will require

dance teacher (X10,000). Neither has seen any
income since April. They sold l\»ogodta cut bd(.k

changiny
Sujeet Kuumar and Anirudh Krishna provided

including maids and construction workers, were on food and other

MYy

b $28billion in 2025 for
Phase, NASA said in its news release. Artemis is named after the Greek goddess
ofthemoon and twinsister of Apollo. NASA’s Apollo I mission succeeded inland-
ingthe frst humanson the moon on July 20,1969. Only 12 humans,all male, have
everwalkedon they American, Bettina Inclin,
NASA Communications Director. “The last person walked onthe Moonin 972"

Inclin told CNNi
stageand fourattached rockets are undergoing final tesla...

CNN

London hopes to be fully eco-friendly by 2050

ondon, lil stofthe UK, is
2000 That means
lashed and any remaining

ing net-zero carbon by
gas (GHG) emissions would by

impact

But he e

of carbon-emi hagoal?...

London’s congesti isUlra Low Enission UK'splan toban

allnew petrol and di this.In

London'scurre i
2025, which will then be expanded untilthey extend cltwnde But this could

BBC

I imply result inacity full of ultra-low-emission vehicles.

The case for universal responses to crises of humanity

BlJU DOMINIC

=

he covid pandemic is truly a global
problem. The same virus strain was
Targely responsible for spreading the
diseasein 188 countries. Itdid not behave dif-

pharmaceutical companies and universities
around the world came together. These
g]nhnl teams are an excellent example of
deal aproblemataglobal level.
W ontdHealth Organization chiel Tedros
Adhanom haswarned that covid is not going
bethelastof ; ;

ly
people’s food habits. Th
any major mutation of the virus. ts symp-

Feeling, and the Making of Cultures, men-
tions that unicellular organisms tend to
“punish” those individual cells that tend not

perate with the larger group. In this
regard, itis pertinent to note that some of the
codes of present human behaviour were

sideration, it makessense to look for similar-
ities and then search for differences. If we
pay too much attention to where such
boundarieslie, we tend to pay lessattention
to the problem’s complete picture.

Even during the covid crisis, there were

of large incoming objects. The proposed
solution to this problem was based on the
insight that humansalwaysuse a reference
point whilejudging the speed of an object.
So, as part of the solution, a series of track
sleepers in the train’s path were intermit-
tently painted yellow toact asa visual refer-
enceofitsoncomingspeed. Thus,an under-
standing of the cause of the problem as well

i i ited the

i fycars | very many commonalties of behaviour
to face. So, the next time we face a global | ago. The nervou: stel across countries. Forexam-
scourgeofthiskind, howdifferently should | the source of behaviour, ple, people across the
Wemanageit> Thisevaluationwillnotonly | has been in development W€ MUStstudy {5, PO ;
hel is iently, | for the past 600 million : toadopt new social proto-
butalso our existing yours. Cutwre.defmed g €RAVIOUIFAL e e

Allproblems have four broad stages n | cultural anthopologist — tajts COMMON  Such common human

A

is chief evangelist, Fractal

Andthekey reasonforitsspread was global
travel,abyproductof

their These ar

d- | Edward Tyloras “the com-

Analytics, and chairman,
FinalMile Consulting,

Managementofthe pandemic, however,
was not done ata global level. Dlﬂerem

ing the problem, solutions, | ple includes
i i itori belief, art,
thesame. Ofthese, theresnodoubtthat the | morals, law, custom and

last two stages—of i ang

any other

to all humans
for solutions to

responses are visible in
other problems too. For
example, Nobel laureate
Daniel Kahneman did not
seean easy path to success

basic construct of the human brain. This
solution, therefore, can beapplied anywhere
intheworld, irrespective of possible differ-
encesinculture.

> good thing to come out of the covid
crisisis that thevirus suniversality hasmade
theworld’sbest talent work single-mindedly
towards formulating a vaccine that could

ytyingto

the | habits acquired by man problems like i ause | serveasa solution. Thi

it. Somelike lalvmnmanagednal'\mumry local level. Often, the first two stages—of | (sic) as a member of soci- R ; will- | i
level. India had a few i ", can be traced toits  OUF pandemic  ingtoaccept I
ventions, like a lockdown, but dclcgalcd luti ! level isonly 50,000 term costs and compro- | on the basis of pcrccl\md differences. So,
mostof ostate | Thisi i iefamong | yearsago. mises in our living stan- | much lnke the global vaccine development
governments. Tl that di inlocal cul” i human prob- butuncertain I teams, can we constitute global teams that
the US that did very little at the national | tures playasigni lem, it mak tosearch for common | thatarefarin he uture. Also, oadaceidents | could take 2 more holistic view of variots
level. Tl codesthat nthe | across the world are caused by the same | otherglobal problems? While solving global
demicwasleft tostate leaderships. in the field of cultural have rinthe | humanbehiiour, which s over- ~speeding. | problems, can wenot focusmoreon the sim-

ut initiative fortto | thrownupadi view. life form tself. Thmdppmdchcuu]dlud to | Ananalysisofaccidentssuffered by rail- | ariiesof the humanbrain that hasvolved
developavaccine, for which N Antonio Damasio, in his | asolution thatisfa way-track Murmbai found that ennia, th rel-

of health experts from various countries,

latestbook The Strange Order of Things: Life, | universal. Evenifwe

the

atively recent di feulture?
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Problematic content abounds in the digital
space, but regulation must be sagacious
The Government has, in recent days, twice sig-

nalled that more rules to tackle the problems of

unlawful content and harm-causing disinforma-
tion in the digital media space are in the offing. On Mon-
day, in an affidavit filed in the case involving Sudarshan
TV, responding to the Supreme Court’s call for sugges-
tions to improve the self-regulatory mechanism for
electronic media, the Centre said that the regulation of
web-based digital media is the need of the hour, in-
stead. Without any checks, it told the Court, digital me-
dia can spread “venomous hatred”, terror and vio-
lence. On the same day, the Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Sanjay Dhotre said in a written reply
to the Lok Sabha that his ministry is working to amend
the Information Technology (Intermediaries Guide-
lines) Rules, 2011, to make intermediaries more respon-
sive and accountable. It is difficult to disagree with the
view that the Internet is a space where finding truthful
facts can be often challenging, and that polarising opi-
nions, hate speech, and disinformation abound. Many
lives have been lost to such disinformation-fuelled vio-
lence in India in recent years. But it is also difficult to
agree with the view that more rules are an answer to an

Seeing dystopia in India’s democracy

The state’s attachment to the procedures of democracy has not been matched by concern for a fulfilling life for Indians

&
e

PULAPRE BALAKRISHNAN

lhe United Nations has de-
Tclared September 15 ‘Inter-

national Day of Democracy’.
An entry on its website states that
this “provides an opportunity to
review the state of democracy in
the world”. To review the state of
democracy in India would be time-
ly given the times we are living
through. Indeed by now, as India
meets fresh challenges almost dai-
ly, for us to do so is arguably more
important than to celebrate inde-
pendence from colonial rule,
which we do out of habit annually.
But to review the state of democra-
cy in India we would need to adopt
asuitable criteria.

A partial evaluation

Formally, India is a democracy al-

right. There are multi-party elec-

tions with universal suffrage sub-

ject only to an age restriction. In
ions of in India

age-old problem, only, now amplified by
based platforms. That more regulation will solve this is
a fanciful idea.

For one, the laws to tackle incendiary content and
hate speech that fuels violence are already in place.
What is seen lacking is a will to uniformly apply these
rules, irrespective of political affiliations. The flip side is
that the net is a place where there is a free sharing of in-
formation and ideas. So, the question worth asking is if
it is possible to ever regulate the Internet without throt-
tlingit, like China has done. The fear that bringing more
rules is a euphemism for censorship cannot be brushed
away. These questions are all the more important be-
cause there has been a wave of investments in the digi-
tal news media space in recent years. A large number of
these media sites and magazines pursue legitimate jour-
nalism initiatives, which not only have the proper me-
chanisms to deliver quality but also operate with a high
degree of accountability. Attempts at making new rules
for intermediaries such as Google and Facebook need
to be well thought-out and measured. Earlier attempts
at imposing a high degree of liability on them for con-
tent posted on their platforms have not survived legal
scrutiny, with Section 79(1) of the IT Act, 2000, giving
them some immunity in this regard. An intervention
that is light and well considered is what will work.

Unlocking campuses
Assurge in cases in schools and colleges should
be prevented using a test-trace-isolate’ model
The University Grants Commission has published a

revised academic calendar for 2020-21, under
which classes can be started for first year under-
graduate and postgraduate students from November 1,
but the prospects of a normalised regime of education
remain far from clear. In a circular that factors in the
uncertainties surrounding COVID-19, the UGC has of-
fered institutions the option of offline, online or blend-
ed modes of instruction. For school education, many
States have allowed reopening for Classes 9 and above
from September 21, based on the Centre’s instructions
for the unlock phase. These measures, with their sem-
blance of normality, may bring some relief to parents,
but their outcomes are not predictable. That becomes
clear from the experience of the U.S. and the U.K.: there
is apprehension among parents, teachers and staff that
they may get infected, and governments are under grea-
ter pressure to test, trace and isolate in communities
with schools and colleges. A U.S. study in pre-print,
by four i itutions after stu-
dents returned to in-person classes, showed that infec-
tions for counties with campuses rose by 3,000 a day
over the median value. Another estimate for virus cases
linked to school reopening, made by other researchers,
put the figure at over 21,000; college cases in the U.S.
exceeded 88,000. In Britain, teachers’ unions voiced
deep concern over poor preparedness ahead of school
reopening in September. The government’s guidance
there included a rotation system for students, and com-
pulsory face masks in contact areas.

India’s move to unlock education coincides with a re-
ported reduction in overall daily incidence of infection,
although absolute numbers are frighteningly high. If
the UGC’s campus calendar is implemented as planned,
it would require a high level of commitment among
States to do what countries such as Germany, Denmark
and Norway have done: provide free RT-PCR testing
and pursue contact tracing where students test posi-
tive. Yet, some State governments seem to be focused
on managing the numbers rather than the pandemic,
slashing overall testing rates, and inflating test numbers
using less reliable rapid antigen tests to reduce positiv-
ity rates. This approach is fraught, and the consequenc-
es of statistical illusions could prove disastrous. Stu-
dents have, no doubt, experienced a long summer of
discontent, with just the option of online classes; the
examination schedule and admissions systems were se-
verely disrupted. But it is also true that many of them

it is often observed, to its credit,
that it is the world’s largest democ-
racy. Further plaudits are given for
the smooth changeover in govern-
ment after elections, the existence
of an independent press and judi-
ciary, and the guarantee of civil li-
berties justiciable in courts of law.
While these are valid observa-
tions, the assessment is based on a
partial evaluation. To an extent it
amounts to admiring a form of go-
vernment for its own sake without
concern for the socioeconomic
outcomes that are produced. It is
like admiring the architecture of a
building without pausing to en-
quire whether its inhabitants are

happy to be living in it.

Outcomes differ among coun-
tries that are democracies. Take
for instance the life satisfaction
that citizens report. First, it should
be noted that this is potentially an
important metric as it is based on
people’s perceptions on what mat-
ters most, including the respon-
siveness of the government to
their needs. In the UN's World
Happiness Report for 2020
(https://bit.ly/32Uc]Me and
https://bit.ly/2HqdN21), the st of
top 10 countries is heavily loaded
with the democracies of western
Europe. The U.S. barely edges into
the top 20. India, on the other
hand, is ranked 144 out of the 153
countries evaluated.

Further, its ranking has
dropped in recent years. We
should be giving serious thought
to both the fact of India’s low rank-
ing on the happiness index and its
slide. To my mind, the criterion
that in a democracy the people
must be satisfied with their life is
given very little thought these
days. It was not so in the early days
of our republic.

Built by the people
Two leaders who had recognised
this criterion in their engagements
with the public were Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sarvepalli Radhakrish-
nan. Nehru was explicit in his
speech on August 15, 1947 when he
stated that the goal of indepen-
dence was to create institutions
which will ensure justice and full-
ness of life to every man and wo-
‘man. Note that Nehru had not pro-
mised that the government will
create these institutions. He was
far too aware that democracy is
not synonymous with statism; it is
about the people. Ultimately, the
institutions that enable persons to
lead fulfilling lives are built by the
people themselves. Let me give

GETTY IMAGES
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you three examples, all from the
United States. In the 1960s, that
country saw movements for black
empowerment, women’s emanci-
pation and sexual liberation.
These movements were remarka-
bly successful in the outcomes
they achieved, while receiving no
support from the U.S. state. This is
the sense in which it may be said
that it is the people who build the
institutions that matter. That said,
however, the state has a role in
their building. Laws must not con-
strain liberty when it is self-affirm-
ing and must change when it is
realised that they do.

On development
The role of the state does not end
with removing restraints though.
It extends to the endowment of in-
dividuals with capabilities in the
sense of Amartya Sen. Prof. Sen
had thought of capabilities as the
endowments that allow indivi-
duals to undertake the function-
ings, or do the things, that they va-
lue. We can think of a person’s
health and education as among
the most important inputs into the
capabilities that they end up pos-
sessing. While radical approaches
to empowerment rightly empha-
sise the importance of self-help, it
is not sufficiently recognised that
individuals cannot easily equip
themselves with capabilities, re-
quiring the state to intervene.

Think of a person born into pover-
ty or a woman born into wealth
but into a world with social sanc-
tion against education for women.
similarly, historically, the caste
system in India had excluded a
large section from education.
While private initiative should not
be de-legitimised, it has had only a
limited impact on building capa-
bilities in India as it has focused on
those with the ability to pay. In a
move to measure the iliti

ined as
in a

and capability are conj
the ultimate aspiration
democracy.

Neglect and repression

In India, the state’s ritualistic at-
tachment with the procedures of
democracy has not been matched
by an awareness of its implicit goal
of a fulfilling life for Indians. By the
1950s, freedom of speech had
been restricted by the First

he Constituti

of a population, the UN devised
the Human Development Index.
The main elements of this are
health and education. As with the
UN’s Happiness Index, India fares
very poorly in the UN’s Human De-
velopment Index too. In 2019, In-
dia ranked 129th out of 189 coun-
tries. Judged in terms of human
development — and one would be
hard put to defend any other sense
in which development is to be un-
derstood — Indian democracy is
severely challenged.

Pointing to the incongruence
between India’s low level of hu-
man development and its status as
a democracy evokes the response
that this is to see the latter in in-
strumental terms. Democracy it is
asserted is a form of government,
namely government by discussion.
The answer to this deflection is
that democracy may be a form of
government but surely the people
have come to adopt this particular
form of government with a goal in
mind. We may safely assume a ful-
filling life is that goal. Authoritar-
ianism is not compatible with such
a life, only democracy, which at
least in principle grants indivi-
duals a voice in governance, is. Se-
cond, people adopt democracy so
that they can participate in their
own governance. They cannot but
have foreseen that they must be
endowed with capabilities if this is
to be possible at all. Thus, liberty

and the Directive Principles, that
had enjoined upon the state to
promote health and education,
had been all but forgotten. Inevita-
bly, the consequential underin-
vestment in a public health system
has left the country severely un-
prepared for the emergency when
COVID-19 struck. After reading of
bodies left lying in their wards, we
now read of an emerging shortage
of something so basic as oxygen
supply in metropolitan hospitals.
COVID-19 affects the human respi-
ratory system and oxygen is vital
to avert the loss of life. Those who
have survived thus far live with fo-
reboding of a gruesome end. Not
only has the state neglected its res-
ponsibility but it has resorted to
repression when its inaction is
questioned. Recently, an agency
reported that a representative of
the State in southern Andhra Pra-
desh publicly threatened with ar-
rest a government doctor who had
dared to mention at a review meet-
ing that there were not enough
beds in the primary health centre
that he was responsible for.
Dystopia was imagined as a
place where the people expe-
rience great suffering as they fend
for themselves under the watchful
eyes of an authoritarian state. Is it
s0 far from where we live today?

Pulapre Balakrishnan is Professor of
Economics at Ashoka University, Sonipat

Weighing in on the efficacy of female leadership

It is necessary to get rid of inherent biases and perceptions about the effectiveness of women in roles of authority

BHASKAR DUTTA

hat do Germany, Taiwan
and New Zealand have in
common? These are all

countries that have women head-
ing their governments. And alth-
ough they are located in three dif-
ferent continents, the three
countries seem to have managed
the pandemic much better than
their neighbours. Much along the
same lines, a detailed recent study
by researchers in the United States
reports that States which have fe-
male governors had fewer CO-
VID19 related deaths, perhaps
partly because female governors
acted more decisively by issuing
earlier stay-athome orders. The
authors of the study conclude that
‘women leaders are more effective
than their male counterparts in
times of crises. There will be sever-
al critics (no need to guess their
gender) who will question the re-
liability of this conclusion by
pointing out deficiencies in the da-
ta — admittedly somewhat limited
~ or the econometric rigour of the
analysis. Many will also point out
that it is dangerous to make
sweeping generalisations based on
one study.

The point about the danger of
making sweeping generalisations
is valid. Of course, studies such as
these do not establish the supe-
riority of all female leaders over
their male counterparts. All fe-
male leaders are not necessarily
efficient, and there are many men
who have proved to be most effec-
tive and charismatic leaders. The
important takeaway from the re-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed toletters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

Parley in Parliament
Itis sad that the quality of
parliamentary events is
deteriorating with each
session. It is true that the
present BJP government
enjoys a majority that
bestows on it the right to
decide on the course of

live in multi P bring-
ing home the risk of infection to older, at-risk indivi-
duals. Unlock for schools and colleges can, therefore,
be seen only as a work in progress, requiring constant
vigil, strict adherence to masking and distancing, and
full access to testing and treatment. The government’s
messaging cannot carry conviction if it cautions the pu-
blic about the pandemic on the one hand, while relax-
ing norms for campus activity on the other.

X »

and also bring
in policy changes in the
interest of the nation.
However, the entire
fulcrum of parliamentary
democracy rests on the
majesty of according a
proportional share of
opinion to the other
political parties.

The party in power has a

larger responsibility vested
in it to ensure that it makes
sincere efforts to strive for
political consensus and
accommodation on major
policies. Political and
strategic differences may
not pave the way for a
smooth course, but that
should not come in the way
of attempting to transact
governance, and by muting
the Opposition. People
expect a government with a
majority and confident of
its governance to display
better valour in upholding

cent experience and such studies
is the necessity of getting rid of in-
herent biases and perceptions
about female effectiveness in lea-
dership roles.

India’s gram panchayats
Importantly, female leaders also
bring something quite different to
the table. In particular, they per-
form significantly better than men

s
was demonstrated in another stu-
dy conducted by Nobel Laureate
Esther Duflo and co-author Ragha-
bendra Chattopadhyay, who used
the system of mandated reserva-
tions of pradhans in gram pan-
chayats to test the effectiveness of
female leadership. Their study was
made possible by the 1993 amend-
ment of the Indian Constitution,
which mandated that all States
had to reserve one-third of all posi-
tions of pradhan for women. Since
villages chosen for the mandated
reservations were randomly se-
lected, subsequent differences in
investment decisions made by
gram panchayats could be attri-
buted to the differences in gender
of the pradhans. Chattopadhyay
and Duflo concluded that prad-
hans invested more in rural infras-
tructure that served better the
needs of their own gender. For in-
stance, women pradhans were
more likely to invest in providing
easy access to drinking water since
the collection of drinking water is
primarily, if not solely, the respon-
sibility of women.

In addition to the instrumental
importance of promoting more
space for women in public policy,
this is also an important goal from
the perspective of gender equality.
The right to vote is arguably the
‘most important dimension of par-
ticipation in public life. There are
others. What proportion of wo-
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= The Opposition has all the
rights to oppose and defend
Bills, but not in a violent
manner. There are waysand  ac
means to register its protest
in a dignified manner. Given
the short monsoon session,
the Opposition should have
debated the issues in an
established way.

VAISHNAVI R. PATIL,

Kalaburgi, Karnataka

FCI's grain preservation
The cartoon (OpEd page,
September 22) conveys a
very misleading picture

/

men stand for election to the va-
rious State and central legisla-
tures? How many are elected?
Perhaps more important, how ma-
ny women occupy important posi-
tions in the executive branch of go-
vernment?

About suffrage
Independent India can rightly be
proud of its achievement in so far
as women's suffrage is concerned.
Women were allowed to vote from
1950 onwards and so could partici-
pate on an equal footing with men
from the first general election of
1951-52. This is in striking contrast
to the experience in the so-called
“mature democracies” of western
Europe and the United States. In
the U.S., it took several decades of
struggle before women were al-
lowed to vote in 1920. Most coun-
tries in Europe also achieved un-
iversal suffrage during the
inter-war period. Since most able-
bodied men went away to the bat-
tlefields during the First World
War, increasing numbers of wo-
‘men had the opportunity to show
that they were adequate substi-
tutes in activities that were earlier
the sole preserve of men. This, it is
suggested, mitigated the anti-fe-
male bias and earned women the
right to vote in European coun-
tries.

‘We have had and have charis-
matic female leaders like Indira
Gandhi, Jayalalitha, Mayawati,
Sushma Swaraj and Mamata Ba-

responsible for the
procurement, storage and
distribution of foodgrains

c India, does so
‘maintaining the highest level
of standards in maintenance
and preservation. The
cartoon gives the impression
that the FCI's preservation
and maintenance of food
grain stocks are of very low
standards, leaving valuable
foodgrains at the mercy of
rodents. Damage of

nerjee among several others. In-
terestingly, a glaring example of
gender stereotyping was the la-
belling of Indira Gandhi as the “on-
ly man in the cabinet”. Apart from
these stalwarts, the overall figures
are depressing. The female repre-
sentation in the current National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) go-
vernment at the Centre is proba-
bly not very far from the typical
gender composition in Indian cen-
tral and State governments. Fe-
male members make up only
about 10% of the total ministerial
strength. The underrepresenta-
tion of female Ministers in India is
also reflected in the fact that Ms.
Banerjee is currently the only fe-
male Chief Minister.

‘The underrepresentation of wo-
‘men in Indian legislatures is even
more striking. For instance, the
2019 election sent the largest num-
ber of women to the Lok Sabha.
Despite this, women constitute
just over 14% of the total strength
of the Lok Sabha. This gives us the
dismal rank of 143 out of 192 coun-
tries for which data are reported
by the Inter-Parliamentary Union.
Tiny Rwanda comes out on top
with a staggering 60% of seats in
its lower house occupied by wo-
men.

The women’s Bill languishes
Since women running for elec-
tions face numerous challenges, it
is essential to create a level-playing
field through appropriate legal
measures. The establishment of
quotas for women is an obvious
answer. I have mentioned earlier
that mandated reservation for wo-
men in gram panchayats was esta-
blished in all major States since
the mid-1990s. Attempts have also
been made to extend quotas for
women in the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies through a Women's
Reservation Bill. Unfortunately,

distributed by the FCI. Even

this meagre quantity

and not rodents.

handling, the losses in

across thousands of

centres to consuming

happened because of natural
calamities such as floods,

Despite the FCI's voluminous
operations and multi-level

storage are currently zero;
the losses in transit, while
transporting foodgrains

kilometres, from procuring

the fate of this Bill represents a
blot on the functioning of the In-
dian Parliament. The Bill was first
presented to the Lok Sabha by the
H.D. Deve Gowda government in
1996. Male members from several
parties opposed the Bill on various
pretexts. Subsequently, both the
NDA and United Progressive Al-
liance governments have reintro-
duced the Bill in successive Parlia-
ments, but without any success.
Although the Rajya Sabha did pass
the bill in 2010, the Lok Sabha and
the State legislatures are yet to give
their approval — despite the 24
years that have passed since it was
first presented in the Lok Sabha.

Steps to reducing prejudice
Of course, there is a simple fix to
the problem. The major party con-
stituents of the NDA and UPA al-
liances can sidestep the logjam in
Parliament by reserving say a third
of party nominations for women.
‘This will surely result in increasing
numbers of women in legislatures
and subsequently in cabinets. The
importance of this cannot be over-
estimated. There is substantial evi-
dence showing that increased fe-
male representation in policy
‘making goes a long way in improv-
ing perceptions about female ef-
fectiveness in leadership roles.
This decreases the bias among vo-
ters against women candidates,
and results in a subsequent in-
crease in the percentage of female
politicians contesting and winning
elections. So, such quotas have
both a short-term and long-term
impact. Indeed, voter perceptions
about the efficacy of female lea-
dership may change so drastically
in the long run that quotas may no
longer be necessary!

Bhaskar Dutta is Professor; Ashoka
University. The views expressed are
personal

Toresdmore lettrs
online, scan the QR code

FCI has made foodgrains
available to fair price shops
not only under the Public
Distribution System but also
under the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PMGKAY).

‘The FCI has moved 9,637
rakes (train loads),
transporting almost 270 LMT
foodgrains (since March
2020), which is way higher

parliamentary traditions.

N. SEKAR,
Salem, Tamil Nadu

about the Food Corporation
of India (FCI). The FCI, as the
central nodal agency

foodgrains in the FCI's centres, have also been very  than its operations in normal
storage during 202021 ason  low during the past few years  times.

August 2020) was hardly asa result of focused RD.NAZEEM,

0.004% against the total operations and scientific EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (SouTn),

quantity of 338 lakh metric
tonnes foodgrains

preservation techniques.
In the pandemic period, the
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The mental health needs of the homeless

An integrated approach that is in place in Tamil Nadu will ensure that the lives of those on the fringes matter

VANDANA GOPTKUMAR
&J. RADHAKRISHNAN

As many as 66.1% of those worst af-
fected in India during the Spanish
Flu belonged to oppressed classes
and suffered the consequences of
‘multidimensional poverty. Similar
trends persist today. The inability to
adhere to public health protocols
that prescribe distancing and use of
hygienic products, the absence of
private toilets and basic amenities,
and the lack of adequate nutrition
are all realities in lower- and middle-
income countries. Amongst those
most affected are homeless persons
and the ultra-poor, many of whom
are employed in the informal sector.
They are exposed to greater adversi-
ty against the backdrop of intergen-
erational social disadvantage and
lack of social security.

Health shocks could precipitate a
downward spiral into a state of not
just homelessness, but also hopeless-
ness. Globally, unpreparedness to
handle the pandemic and near col-
lapse of the health systems denuded
our ability to focus on health. Many
countries have attempted to make
amends for the unjustifiable perpet-
uation of structural barriers and in-
equities. However, are we awakened
to the needs of our poor only during
adisaster? The pandemic has made a
sound case for increased invest-
ments in the health and social sec-
tors. States must also re-examine the
role of social determinants of health
in perpetuating unjust_structures
that normalise deprivation. A per-
son’s social context and health inter-
sect to help achieve a better quality
of life. Relative poverty and its co-re-
lation to stress, mental health and
wellbeing have been evidenced.
While distress cannot always be
pathologised, data suggest that
deaths by suicide and common men-
tal disorders have also been on the
rise during the pandemic.

Distinctly deprived
Within this context, distinctly de-
prived are homeless persons living
with a mental illness. They are at risk

Patients of the Institute of Mental Health visit the Marina Beach in Chennaiin

2019. «m.veDHAN

of violent victimisation, assault and
long-term incarceration. In India,
close to two million individuals sleep
rough; 35% of them live with one or
the other mental health concern.
The presence of homeless persons
with mental illness elicits a range of
responses from a desire to help, trig-
gered by evocation of pity or sym-
pathy, to wilfully wishing them away
or shunning them from mainstream
society. Historically, in a limited con-
text of religiosity associated with re-
nunciation and hearing voices (con-
sidered unique to the saint), a few
were deified; however, the majority
were feared, found to be repulsive
and often treated as objects of ridi-
cule. This has resulted in their occu-
pying a lowly place in society’s hie-
rarchical structure even today.
Pathways into homelessness in-
clude abject poverty, conflict, natu-
ral or man-made disasters, lack of ac-
cess to health and mental health
care, social hardships, disruptions in
care-giving and domestic violence. In
India, homeless persons with mental
illness are also the largest number of
long-stay patients in State mental
hospitals. Besides a few exceptions,
services for this under-served group
are scarce globally. As they are sus-
ceptible to physical co-morbidities
and co-occurring substance misuse,
and unshielded against the conse-
quences of homelessness, malnutri-
tion, sexual violation, loss of support
networks and kinship, homeless per-
sons find their longevity impacted.
Further, their experience of loneli-
ness and hyper-segregation contri-
butes to their low sense of self-worth
and shrunken group identity, wea-

The people of nowhere

Those excluded from the NRC in Assam are left with
no forum to even assert their ‘right to have rights’

TANISHK GOYAL

In 1943, Hannah Arendt began a nar-
rative that had the potential to confer
a sense of identify on millions of peo-
ple who faced the misfortune of not
only having lost a home, but also the
impossibility of having to find a new
one. She challenged the framework
that made access to citizenship the
sole prerogative of the state. Through
this framework, the ideas of ethnical
and racial homogeneity were propa-
gated. This subsequently linked the
idea of being a rights-bearing indivi-

dual to the concept of citizenshij
More specifically, the narrative of cit
zenship being the sole prerogative of
the nation state linked the idea of a
rights-bearing individual to the idea
of belongingness to a particular for-

‘malised political community.

Inclusion, a precondition
The predicaments that such an idea
brought with itself were acknow-
ledged by Arendt, when she recog-
nised the inefficacy of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. She
said that in order to be entitled even
to basic human rights, a person is re-
quired to be something more than
justa human being. The person is re-
‘quired to be a member
of a political commun-
ity which can enforce
her other civil, eco-
nomic and political
rights. Arendt empha-
sised on this right to
inclusion in a political
community which pre-
cedes even the most
basic of human rights and phrased it
as the “right to have rights”. This pre-
mise stemmed from the fact that a
right without a corresponding reme-
dy or means of enforcement is practi-
cally meaningless. Against this back-
drop, she apprised the world of the
plight of the stateless who have been
denationalised or denaturalised, and
whose very need for a validating
community or the right of inclusion
has inclusion as its precondition.
‘With respect to India, this concept
of being regarded as a rights-bearing
individual only when one belongs to
a particular formalised political com-
munity has become so well en-
trenched in the socio-legal ethos that

cM
K

hardly anyone has raised questions
about its soundness in the last seven
decades. This has been fundamental-
Iy because th about the

kening their collective ability to in-
fluence change. Additionally, we un-
fortunately inherited a legacy of
name-calling and large and unwieldy
lunatic asylums and poor houses
from the colonial era which got off to
an altruistic start but were later rid-

den with inadequacies and often de-
ployed as punitive measures to in-

itiate ‘reform’. Inadequate care staff
resulted in a grossly underwhelming
caregiving climate. Fortunately,
strong resistance has been built
against parochial practices which are
giving way to newer dimensions of
therapeutic and social care. Howev-
er, much remains to be done.

A person-centric action plan

UN Secretary General Antonio Guter-
res’s call to “step up for the vulnera-
ble” cannot be more timely. The UN
set up a fund of $2 billion to alleviate
the distress of the ultra-vulnerable,
including those living with disability
or chronic illness. Along similar
lines, the Tamil Nadu government,
taking cognisance of the mental
health needs of homeless persons,
will take to scale Emergency Care
and Recovery Centres (ECRC) that
will support the treatment and com-
‘munity inclusion of this vulnerable
section in 10 districts (in addition to
the five districts where ECRCs were
set up in 2018). The Department of
Health, the National Health Mission,
the Institute of Mental Health in
Chennai, and The Banyan, a mental
health care establishment, in part-
nership with multi-sectoral service
providers, will together pursue the
goal of improving mental health ac-
cess and mitigating social and oppor-

tunity losses.
Three hundred bed spaces will be
earmarked for homeless persons in
psychosocial distress, with a capaci-
ty to service more than 1,000 people
a year, in smaller and integrated care
units in district hospitals and/ or so-
cial care centres. Early enrolment i
to care may result in reduction of ex-
posure to harm, injury and
starvation, and better prognosis. An
integrated approach may also help
address stigma associated with this
group. Additionally, facilitation of so-
cial needs care and livelihoods may
reduce the recurrence of episodic
homelessness, critical to sustaining
and enhancing well-being gains.
Three sectors — the government, de-
velopment and corporate sectors —
will partner to ensure that the lives of
those who live on the fringes matter.
‘The mental health team that anchors
the Centre may also lend further sup-
port to the District Mental Health
Programme, and offer counselling
support to address mental health is-
sues in the context of the pandemic.
However, we must remember that
issues of homelessness and mental ill
health even independently present
intractable problems; in combina-
tion, one may confront ethical dilem-
mas and emerging constraints and
challenges. We realise that the ECRCs.
are not a panacea to all distress un-
dergone by homeless individuals,
and that we cannot frame the pro-
blem within a restrictive and norma-
tive orientation. Incorporation of he-
terogeneity of experiences and
multi-nodal approaches to care,
which are embedded in values of ac-
countability and integrity and take
into account variegated distress
markers, maybe critical for the evo-
lution of newer meaning-making
around social and psychiatric pheno-
menology. More importantly, these
care paradigms have to be informed
by the long overdue voice of the ‘sub-
jectin distress’. While this is a power-
ful start to acknowledge the need to
focus on minority mental health, we
also hope to benefit from feedback to
further build on care plans and men-
tal health systems for the vulnerable.

Vandana Gopikumar is Co-founder, The
Banyan and The Banyan Academy of
Leadership in Mental Health, and}.
Radhakrishnan is Principal Secretary,
Department of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of Tamil Nadu

The BJP’s widening social base

Securing largely upper caste-OBC alliances has propelled the
BJP to great heights and has also impacted Dalit politics

- )

VIKAS PATHAK

Political alignments in Bihar for the forth-
coming elections offer a peek into the va-
rious ways the ruling National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) constructs its electoral build-
ing blocks. Taking into consideration the
specificities of each State, the NDA has been
able to secure the votes of the upper castes
as well as large sections of non-Yadav Other
Backward Classes (OBC), especially in large
parts of north and central India. And due to
its successes, prominent Dalit leaders are
either aligning with it or going soft on it.

Models in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
In Bihar, the Hindutva discourse is still not
sufficient for the BJP to win votes, unlike in,
say, Uttar Pradesh. If alliance-building in Bi-
har fails, the BJP also fails. This was seen in
2015 when Nitish Kumar of the Janata Dal
(United) and Lalu Prasad of the Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal (RJD) joined hands and
defeated the BJP. The BJP’s model
in Bihar is to build a strong al-
liance, where it is able to secure
the support of many upper
castes, Mr. Kumar is able to mo-
bilise the Kurmis and other non-
Yadav OBCs, and Lok Janshakti
Party chief Ram Vilas Paswan, a
significant section of Dalits (the
Dusadhs). In 2015, a coalition of the JD(U),
the RJD and other parties successfully de-
feated the BJP. This time is different as the JD
(U) walked out of that coalition in 2017.
Political developments in U.P. point to a
different template. In U.P., unlike in Bihar,
the BJP could fight back successfully against
an attempted Dalit-OBC-Muslim alliance by
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), the Samajwa-
di Party (SP) and the Congress in the 2019
Lok Sabha election. Following that defeat,
BSP chief Mayawati broke her alliance with
the SP. Since then, she has been soft on the
Centre. She supported the Centre’s move on
Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir and also
credited the Supreme Court for paving the
way for construction of the Ram Mandir.
How does one understand the BJP’s conti-
nued success in U.P.? Since the 1990s, the
general sense was that caste combines could
always defeat the ideology of Hindutva in
U.P., as in Bihar. The reasoning was that
caste is an expression of divergences, and if
subaltern castes made common cause

access to citizenship have always
seemed so settled that we have for-
gotten that such assumptions were
once instituted through a narrative,
and can be revised as such.

No citizenship, no belonging
The exclusion of 19 lakh people from
the National Register of Citizens in
Assam stripped them not only of
their citizenship, but also their bare
status as human beings. They are left
with no forum whatsoever to even
assert their “right to have rights.”
This is essentially because once the
Foreigners Tribunal decides that an
individual is a foreigner, she is sent to
a detention camp where she is to be
kept until she can be sent back to her
country of origin.

This is problematic as it reinforces
Arendt’s argument that it is possible
for humans to exist in a place called
nowhere. This is due to the twin ef-
fects of the lack of a validating com-
munity which will accept these indi-
viduals (unless there is an agreement
to the effect with the alleged country
of origin) and the sheer impracticali-
ty of the rightless laying
claim to a community
from which they have
been wilfully excluded. To
add on to this, the flawed
determination proce-
dures of the Foreigners
Tribunal have also en-
sured that such indivi-
duals are also precluded
from the ostensible protection of a
social order.

Natural rights theorists assert that
basic rights should be available even
if only a single human being remains
on earth, but history demonstrates
that resistance and political mobilisa-
tion are the first steps towards assert-
ing such rights. This asymmetry is
neither new nor unprecedented. It is
just a constant reminder of the world
order we live in, where the “rightless-
ness of the stateless is assumed, rath-
er than asserted, let alone argued.”

Tanishk Goyal is a student at the West Bengal
National Universiy of uridical Sciences,

DATA POINT

2. AMONG STATES | Not all States

recorded a decline in tests. They can be

A drop in testing
The number of new COVID-19 cases in
India recorded a significant fall in the last
five days after consistently breaching
the 90,000 mark on several days earlier
this month. The drop in cases could

be due to a significant decrease in the
number of tests conducted. In at least
10 States, there was a sharp fall in the
number of tests conducted in the last 10
days despite an increase in the share of
people testing positive.

By Sumant Sen, Naresh Singaravelu and
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

1. RAPID FALL IN TESTS | Over the last
10 days, the number of new COVID-19
tests conducted per million people in
India has been declining rapidly. While
the share of people testing positive
(positivity rate) has remained high and
even increased a little over the last five
days, the number of tests per million
people dropped from 811 to 722 over
the last 10 days. The share of positive
tests is hovering around the 8.5% mark
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tests are going down, while the sha
of positive cases is going up. Using

such a strategy would mean missing

alot of positive cases. Other States
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re

June|July| Alg.1 Sept.1

THE GOOD | In T.N., tests are going up, while the positivity rate is going
down. Other States include Delhi, Bihar, Jharkhand, Mizoram and W.B.
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This i the ideal strategy. Despite the
positivyre going dov, tess need o
up or maintained at a certain

et Sachon approach is required

as sero-surveys show that for every
confirmed case, there were 82-130
undetected infections in India. Thus, the
more the tests, the better, regardless of
the positivity rate

MIDDLING STATES | In Gujarat and Telangana, tests are dropping, but
the share of positives is also going down. In these States, tests should be
maintained at a certain level, if not increased, to ensure that the share of

positives does not necessarily go dor

wn due to decreasing testing levels

 In Andhra Pradesh, tests as well as the share of positives are rising. Such
States need to increase their testing levels to capture more positives. Nine
other States are following this trend: Haryana, J&K, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Manipur, Meghalaya, U.P. and Kerala

LAST WORD | The positivity rate varies widely based on the method of
testing. For instance, over the past seven days, 81% of tests in Delhi were
Rapid Antigen Detection Tests (RADT), which are not as reliable as RT-PCR
tests. RADTS can register as many as 50% 'false negatives. In Tamil Nadu,
RADTs are ot used. Thus, while the positivity rate in T.N. may be closest to

the actual rale. the same cannot be
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said about Delhi. The share of RADTs in

as follows: A.P. (54%), Chhattisgarh (68%), Karnataka (42%),

W.B. (55%), e (25%), Nagaland (7%)

Kolkata. Email:

against ‘Brahmanical’ Hindutva, evoking the
discourse of Bahujan (the majority), they
‘would win.

In 1993, the SP and the BSP defeated the
BJP soon after the demolition of the Babri
Masjid on the strength of the Bahujan dis-
course. However, that alliance came apart
within two years. When the two parties
came together again in 2019, the BJP defeat-
ed them on its own, securing the support of
the upper castes and large sections of the
OBCs and thus creating a new Bahujan, as it
were. The non-Yadav OBCs felt that the Ya-
davs were reaping the fruits of social justice
and wanted to vote for the BJP. The BJP
seems to no longer need alliances in the
State.

In U.P, the BJP portrays the Muslims pri-
marily, and then the Yadavs, as the ‘other’. In
Haryana, the Jats, who are the dominant
caste, are projected as the ‘other’. In Maha-
rashtra, the Marathas are the ‘other’. The BJP
is thus able to attract many upper castes,
OBCs and even some Dalits.

Impact on Dalit politics
These models of largely upper caste-OBC al-
liances have propelled the BJP to great
heights. They have also impacted Dalit polit-
ics. A prime driver of Dalit politics
since the 1980s was the need for
greater representation. Power, it
was believed, was crucial for Dalit
uplift as Dalits lacked the resourc-
es to be able to rise without
representation.

The sudden widening of the
BJP’s social base under Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi has con-
vinced established Dalit leaders that the BJP
is here to stay. They believe that transacting
with the party is now a necessity. In Bihar,
Mr. Paswan has supported the BJP for some
years now. Jitan Ram Manjhi, a symbol of
non-Dusadh Dalit politics, also supports the
party. In U.P., Ms. Mayawati has softened her
approach towards the BJP. In 2019, Ramdas
Athawale told Parliament that he supported
the BJP as he had seen which way the wind
‘was blowing. The message is thus clear: un-
less there is a serious challenge to the BJP at
the Centre, Dalit leaders have to be open to
supporting the BJP on many issues

The belief that a Dalit-Muslim alliance can
defeat the BJP is a romantic one held by
some liberals. The fact is that prominent Da-
lt faces like Mr. Paswan are with the NDA to-
day. And strident Dalit critics of the regime
like Chandrashekhar Azad are electorally
untested.

i

Vikas Pathak teaches at Asian College of Journalism,
Chennai

The 300 Rindu,
FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO  SEPTEMBER 24, 1970

Selection basis unconstitutional

A Division Bench of the Supreme Court has
unanimously held that the unit-wise system
of selection, adopted by the Tamil Nadu Go-
'vernment in regard to admissions to the first
year integrated M.B.B.S. course in the State
medical colleges for the year 197071, is un-
constitutional, being violative of the funda-
mental rights under Articles 14 and 15. The
court further held that the impugned selec-
tions were not validly made, and that the in-
terviews conducted by the selection com-
mittees constituted for the purpose were not
held in accordance with the relevant rules.
The Bench also held that the interviews
were invalid for the reason that the commit-
tees took into consideration irrelevant mat-
ters, and at the same time failed to take into
consideration matters required to be taken
into consideration (prescribed under the re-
levant rules governing the interviews).

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  SEPT. 24, 1920

Imperial Secretariat
(From an editorial)

In view of the coming changes in the admi-
nistration of India, the reorganisation of the
Imperial Secretariat is a subject of some in-
terest to the public. The Government of In-
dia have considered the proposals of the
Committee which recently investigated the
question and accepted the major part of its
recommendations, some for immediate exe-
cution, some for tentative examination and
the rest for eventual adoption. The Commit-
tee’s proposals begin with a scheme for the
readjustment of departments and a new al-
location of business. It is proposed, for in-
stance, to amalgate the civil agencies dealing
with public health under the Education De-
partment; education and public health will
thus be two sections of one department,
each section under the charge of an expert,
‘with the connecting link providing in a com-
mon Secretary. Each of the two sections will
be assisted by an Advisory Board which is to
have the privilege of addressing and inter-
viewing the Viceroy and will be represented,
at the Viceroy’s discretion, in meetings of
the Executive Council that deal with the res-
pective questions of each section. Another
recommendation of the Committee relates
to the reunion of the allied subjects of Com-
merce and Industry and the creation of a
separate Department of Ways and Commu-
nications to co-ordinate the duties of the
Postal, Telegraphic and Transport depart-
ments.

»
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AN INDIVIDUAL MUST ENDEAVOUR TO ASSUME
THE UNIVERSALISM INHERENT IN THE
HUMAN CONDITION. — FraNTZ FANON
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

THE G IN NGO

New FCRA Bill frames state suspicion, shrinks space for NGOs,
undercuts their role in deepening grass-roots democracy

INVOLVES US ALL

HE FOREIGN CONTRIBUTION (Regulation) Bill (FCRA) 2020, passed by the

NGO: ally requi-
res robust civil society organisations and networks to deal with a range of
N COVID. .
claims ll\at its aim is to bring. about transparency in the working of non-profits. That is an
have indeed, beenasked

Bills of

Why my party withdrew its minister from the NDA
government on the farmers’ issue

ingratitude

SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL

THE COUNTRY IS going through an ex-
tremely sensitive and troubled period with
70 per cent of its population, the farmers, out
on the streets, agitating against the Centre’s
decision to amend the laws with regard to
the marketing of farm produce. On the face
issue relates to the continuance of
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) regime
for certain crops. But, in fact, the implications
of the Centre’s new legislation go much
deeper and wider. At stake i the entire sys-
tem of “Assured Procurement” by govern-
ment of India agencies such as the Food
Corporation of India.

Onits part, the government has sought

toadd the farmers by

of some NGOs. He ‘the Bill that: app-
I inistrati ‘non-profitsat 20 per centof theirforeign do-

nations, requiring them to have a State Bank of India account at a Delhi Branch, prohibiting

the transfer i H i

istryof! ffairsto cancel the FCRA 0~ speakofthe C

ofthe sector: These: any non-profitvulnerable

FCRAdashboard, th

indiverse activitie:

y .

20,000n0n-prof-
underthe FCRAact. i

and labour rights, gender issues, healthcare, environment, education, legal aid, even re-

declaring that it has no intention of discon-
tinuing or diluting either the practice of the
MSPorof urement of farm-

Allalong, the SAD ] ied all it

Butfinally, finding that there was nosym-

does not have to worry about the sale of his

patheticearin eithertothe
millions of toiling farmers or to earnest and
passionate pleas of one ofits own key allies,
the SAD, to save the farmers, our party de-

Topsat Price. Punjab
h-'AS crez(ed oneof the best networks of agri-
cultural marketing infrastructure in the

cided TheSAD
could not bea party toanythingwhichinits
view had the potential of destroying the al-
ready beleaguered peasantryinthe country,
especially in Punjab.

Punjab forms close to 2 per cent of the
areaand population of the country. And et
its farmers have always contributed the bulk
of foodgrain, often exceeding 50 per cent of
y. There wasa time when

couldasare: £
constituent of the NDA and
asa representative

ers’ key crops by government agencies. So
what then sets the government and the
farmersonacollision course? What,afterall,
s so critically important because of which
one of the longest-standing allies of the BJP

search.Tr tosec-
state projects. During ic, many suchor-
tate agencie: vulnerable

tions of

ganisations have tried

sectionsofthe; migrant workers for

cilitating the transfer of government aid. In faa Prime Mlmsrex Narendra Modi has re-

peatedly said that the fight against “isac he efforts of the
ind the ivilsociety”. C¢ level outfits and self-

d the

from the fronti

and ake member of the NDA has
firsthad to plead with the government tolis-
ten to the farmers and later to quit the gov-
ernment through the resignation of its sole
representative in the Union Cabinet,
Harsimrat Kaur Badal?

Allalong, the SAD tried allit could as are-
sponsible constituent of the NDA and as a

ing Kerala, Odishaand
Rajasthan. In the past, sul i

with biggerNGOs “The new FCRA
provisions — especially the one that constrains NGOs from sub-granting — threaten this

of the farm-
erstoactasabridge between the two. I had
alongexchange of views with organisations
of the farmers in Punjab and offered to ac-

spiritof the country sector. company them anywhere they wanted me
NGOactivity is not just abot Their the gra togoto. algue their cause. I pleaded: wnl\ the

sl ser
islative guamn[ees in the bills as commit-

ult i discrimination, inalisation, vi-
olation of right: i i riticisms are cru-
cialto3 humane society.Infact,civilsocetyinitiatives have nformed some ofthe path-
Protection Act, Right

ment to the farmers about the continuance
of official procurement at the MSP.

‘The government, first verbally and laterin

riting

es to this effect. But it

ly of the
farmers to act as a bridge
between the two. Thad along
exchange of views with
organisations of the farmers
in Punjab and offered to
accompany them anywhere
they wanted me to go to
argue their cause. I pleaded
with the government to
insert constitutional and
legislative guarantees in the
bills as commitment to the
farmers about the
continuance of official
procurement at the MSP.
The government, first
verbally and later in writing,
gave assurances to this effect.
But it refused to incorporate
these into the

Act,Forests Rights Act and Right
ing it with di and suspicion, d

activism, by burden-

Tacy.

FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS

Ramped up engagement with Maldives, US-Maldives defence
pact, point to a reset of equations. Delhi needs to build on it

HE SIGNING OF a defence agreement between the Maldives and the United
States earlier this month showed how geopolitical tensions are manifesting
themselvesin and how Delhi's own responses hav
changed in the new environment. The “Framework for US. Department of
Defence- Defen agreement
ic.In2013,ayearafter’
had been ousted, a US proposal for a Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) with the Indian
0 i Dp\h. 3 1, but Delhi, despite the
heightened China inits neig
by the Obama “pivot to Asia”. Not any more.
Delhi has made it clear that the broad framework agreement, which includes a security

ratic Party leader

the Acts. The farmers were notwilling to buy
any assurances of the government short of
legislative clauses. Asa party predominantly
of farmers, the SAD resisted the temptation
of playing to the gallery and worked quietly
towards a solution acceptable to both sides.

Acts. The farmers were not
willing to buy any
assurances of the
government short of
legislative clauses.

the country faced not just famines but also
international ignominy as our prime minis-
tershad togoaround the world capitals with

world. This ensures that the farmerdues not
gofartosell his crop, him
against uncertainties of the market as well
as reducing his expenses.

But under the present laws, the private
buyer will not have to pay any taxes to the
government. Consequently, he can afford to
lure the farmer with offers of a higher per
quintal price. And as a part of their market-
ingstrategy, big corporate sharks willinitially
offer prices considerably higher than the of-
ficial MSP.The simple hearted farmer willfall
for the baitand this would look good for the
first few years. But the net result would be

inhand. Late PM, Lal Bahadur
Shastri j then gave a clarion call to Punjab
farmers to come to the rescue of the coun-
try: JaiJawan,JaiKisan. Thefarmerscﬂ’umab

keting regime and the farmer would be fi-
nally thrown entirely at the mercy of the pri-
vate sharks. There will be no one then tosave

respondedwith the Green

the

transformed [ndla from a nation of fucud

Wesaw this strategy employed by Jiomo-

ing country — all in a matter of just six to
sevenyears.

The farmers, especially from Punjab,
came to the rescue of the nation when the
nation’s survival was in danger. Now, the
farmer's own existence s in danger. Now, it
is the nation’s turn to come to his rescue.
Farmers incomes haveshrunk dramatialy

bile phones. It ly free at the start.
Butonce corporates kill competition and mo-
nopolise the market, then they have the con-
sumer eating out of their hand. Then, the
prices are hiked at corporates’ own sweet
Wil Thisis called the tyranny of private mo-
nopoly. Thisiswhat the farmer,especiallyin
Punjab, is up against. But he won't be alone
in this fight.

even as there has been an n-
rease i the price of Farm (nputs and no
comparable rise in the price of produce. All
this has led to the shocking spectre of farm-
ers'suicides actoss the country. This should
stir the conscience of the nation.

The SAD making sacrifices
in defence of the toiling and beleaguered
farmers. It has a legacy to live up to.

We have approached the honourable
President of India, requesting him to return
these bills to Parliament for reconsideration.

But the three bills reveal an
insensitivity and ingratitude towards the
1,

‘This legislation throws the market for
farmers’ crops open to the private sectorand
the big corporate sharks are eyeing with
greed the fruitof farmers'sweat and toil. The
bills create two sets of laws — one for the

We still hope that th will not
stand on prestige and willrefer the bills toa
Select Committee which would then take the
stakeholders — the farmers — on board.

If that doesn't happen, the SAD will up-
holditslegacy of standing shoulder to shoul-
der with farmers. But in the interest of our
country, we still hope that the government

b ! 3 °

agenc
the Rural Development Fund, market fees etc
cut into the actual price which the farmer
gets. But the reward for that s that the farmer

troduce them in amended form.

The wrriter is President, Shiromani Akali Dal

IMPORTING A FAILED EXPERIMENT

Social Stock Exchange is yet to take offin any country

AMITABH BEHAR

‘THESECURITIES AND Exchange Board's (SEBI)
workinggroup has submitted its report with
rec regarding the structure,

intent

- and egultory fameviork o

port of maintaini dsecurity i Ocean’, is “in line” with
interests and regional stability. After watching Male in a tight embrace with Beijing under
the 2014-18 Abdulla Yameen government, Delhi's response s one of quiet relief. It has also
ramped upits bilateral engagement.

Last month,India committed to poviding $250 millon in budgetary support o the
crisis that

ittideover

response to the report has been mu[ed and
sceptical from civil society, which is reeling
under adeep funding crisis due to COVID-19
with projections of it getting worse in the
coming years.

Delhi. creditfort ‘whatis bil thesin-

T comprehen-

gle-argest infrastructure project in the Maldives, the Greater Male Connectivity project,
which aims to provide streamlined connectivity between Male and three other isands.
ia has a travel bubble. Most

the intentand actions of thefi-
‘nance ministry. The 2020-21 Union Budget
says that not-for-profitorganisations will need
toapply every five years forincome tax regis-

not seem a reasoned decision. It is therefore

mgol'seclol actors(credibiltychec) organ-

important: it
asakey policy, what it seeks to achieve, and
its implications for civil society and our

ata, help in impact as-
sessmentsand do capacity building for the
sector. This approach s flawed.

democracy. ‘The assumption that extremely complex
The SEBI woring group was consituted - problems have blueprints of succes i rro-

ofb andSEBlof. - neous Poertyorn i
ficials wuhamkm o needmulti-
society. The lop-sided composition of the pronged dynamlc engagement. Developing
ts the real intent of the SSE, of impact assessment and per-

which s to create ms!rumen[s for market to

rormance ‘matrix has the risk of privileging

enter the
even this could be a ludable objective and

lenges athand, oreven worse, steering the dis-

urely many fthis
idea are working with this narrative of “bnngr
ing capital markets for the social sector”.

« pa
temic questions — at best addressing the
symptom and not the root cause.

Apartfrom oper-

the private

), the SSE would create more in-

Eand not the

challenges of the

significant is the cargo ferry service between the two countries i ier this ¢
week " . " 1l ) certificate
ek " ¢! that provides tax relief to their donors. These
withChina 2 ngov requirements will create havocin the not-for-
emment.But of President decidednottobringin  profitsector
i ttheimport dependentecon- vive without the tax-exempt charitable sta-
omy. Th lessonin this for Delhi: For India  tus,not

must take care toensure thatitis not perceived to be dumping goods on that country. There
isbound to be asym obeit.

corruption and bullying by the tax and gov-
ernment bureaucracy.

African countries have chosen cooperation as a strategy to deal
with pandemic. Rest of the world should take note

'NTHEEARLY days of

dicting! ic. These

arly modelshave been proven wrong.and the coninent, home o over L5billion

until about

for SSE surprised many. SSE
existsinaneformoranotherinUK, Singapare,
South Africa, Canada and Brazil, butitis yet to
take offin any country. It has been an instru-
ment focussed on social enterprises with
rather poor results. The proposed SSE in our
country could have been aninteresting inno-
vation if it was a first. But to replicate a failed
experiment from elsewhere in an extremely
complex environment of endemic poverty,
high inequality and regional variation does

The SSE would create more
intermediaries and benefit

ountry.
In the last decade, forays of private actors
including large consulting firms into the so-
cial sector as pmh[ablc enterprises have
naking. The

larger ory ions with
English-speaking
professionals skilled in the
language of markets at the
cost of smaller grass roots
groups, who are the real
frontline actors in
addressing the challenges we
face as a society and country.

p
SSEwill createa pathway forthe private sec-
tor toenter |

with English-speaking professionals skilled
in the language of markets at the cost of
smaller grass roots groups, who are the real
frontline actors in addressing the challenges
we face as a society and country. More than
99 per cent of the three million NGOs in the
country arein the small category and will be

‘the SSE.

of Dalal Street
dust of India" challenges,

Finall
therubric

which. complex terrains in-

If

cluding politics,caste, patriarchy, feudalism
and corruption.

‘The proponents of the SSE argue that it
would help set standards and a performance
matrix for the social sector, do bench-mark-

the social sector and bring new resources to
it, then SEBI for sure itself would admit that it
isnotthe appropriate anchor.

Thewriteris CEO, Oxfam India

people, has seen 34 According
to John Nkengasong, director of the Africa Centres for Disease Control (ACDC), it is

just over

through pan-African solidarity, timely lockdowns, avoiding panic and ically u
Africaasacontinent better than many other regions.
Therei: 1b- i thathasalmost been

! anrlAlelﬁi =

bolicof and

— have become the norm. The idea was that faced with an existential crisis — climate
change, disease or i i Inmuchofthe
world, that has not i
ling through Brexitand n South Asa the cleavages scem to have deepened.

Africa, though, present: picture. Th
by colonalism, civil wars and ethnic violence to an unmatched degree. It continues to be
atheatre for the geo-economic manoeuvrings of external powers. Andiitisstill haunted by
the over 12 million deaths from HIV in the time it took to get treatment medicines there
cheaply. Solidarity and strategy in dealing with the pandemic have proven effective in
Africa,and the ACDC has,injust Now,
asthe avaccineand thei ture forits distribu-
tion intensifies, the rest of the world could do well to follow Africa's example.
||

than ever,

SEPTEMBER 24, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

IRAN-IRAQ BOMBINGS
IRAQI FORCES INVADED Iran at four points,
captured a major border town and laid
siege to the strategic refinery city of Abadan
as the conflict between the two neighbours
exploded into an all-out war, according to
reports from both sides of the border. Fires
were reported raging out of control at the
giant Abadan refinery complex, one of the
‘world's largest and heart of Iran’s oil indus-
try. Waves of Iranian warplanes bombed
Baghdad and other Iraq cities, reportedly
killing dozens of people. Iraq claimed more
than two dozen Iranian aircraft had been
shot down. A second air attack was re-
ported in Baghdad at nightfall

CRPC AMENDED

AN ORDINANCE, THE second in two days,
was promulgated vesting more powers
with the executive. The ordinance amends
the Criminal Procedure Code with a view
to effectively deal with habitual criminals
and those creating enmity between differ-
entgroups and communities. Certain pow-
ersunder the CRPC hitherto enjoyed by the
Centre and state governments will now be
exercised by the district magistrates.

PRESS ATTACKED

THE PRESS WAS held to ransom by Youth
Congress (1) workers who laid siege to the
offices of four leading newspapers of

New Delhi

Bangalore. Readers of four newspapers —
Indian Express, Deccan Herald, Kannada
Prabhaand Prajavani — wentwithout their
copies. More than 200 employees were
locked in and held hostage by slogan-
shouting activists who demanded “fair
treatment” for chief minister Gundu Rao.

UP FLOODED AGAIN
FLOOD-AFFECTED AZAMGARH AND
Jaunpur towns of Uttar Pradesh are once
again under threat without the Tons and
the Gomti crossing the danger mark in
these areas. Reports from Hamirpur, Unnao
and Kanpur also talk of heavy destruction
due to rains.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“In August last year, the BJP government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi

annexed... Kashmir by revoking its sp

ecial status. There is concern that by

integrating GB (Gilgit-Balistan) as a province, Pakistan may weaken its case

in the way that India has.” —DAWN
An opening in the impasse ¢ opaque
Five-point consensus reached by India and China recognises importance of dialogue and disengagement. natlon
Now, focus should shift to maintenance of status quo along each other’s perception of LAC
Government is promoting a culture of secrecy,

SuJAN R CHINOY

INDIA'S DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh
‘made firm and thoughtful statements in the
two Houses of Parliament on September 15
and 17 concerning the situation in Ladakh.
Apart from lauding the indomitable courage
and readiness of India’s armed forces to deal
withany eventuality to protect the country's
territorial integrity, he gave a broad overview
of the boundary question and the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

One of his key points was that there is no
commonly delineated LAC in the border ar-
easand thatafter 2003, the LAC clarification
exercise ground to a halt due to China’s in-
transigence. China had agreed in the 1993
“Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace
and Tranquillity along the Line of Actual
Controlinthe India-China Border Areas” that,
pendingan ultimate resolution of the bound-
ary question, the two sides shall strictly re-
spectand observe the LAC. Further, there was
agreement that, when necessary, the two
sides shall jointly check and determine the
segmentsof the LAC where they have differ-
ent views regarding its alignment. Article X
of the 1996 “Agreement on Confidence
Building Measures in the Military Field along
the Line of Actual Control in the India-China
Burder Areas” also commits the two S\des to

India’s LAC claims are exaggerated concern-
ing its actual control and effective jurisdic-
tion. Little does this argument take into ac-
count the fact that China itself had never
physically controlled any part of Aksai Chin
until the People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
rolled into Xinjiang and Tibet in 1949 and
1950, respectively. Thereafter, the story of the
Chinese LAC is one of the nebulous claims
followed by an incremental acquisition of
territory.

upthe proce:
frmanon of the LAC inorder to arrive at a
common understanding.

Itis clear that without exchanging maps
depicting each other’s LAC, a common un-
derstanding will remain elusive. Even after
reaching that goal, there would remain the
challenge of ensuring that|

een
the defence ministers and foreign ministers
of Indiaand China,in quick succession, have
provided an opportune moment for both
sides to reduce tensions. The five-point con-
sensus reached by the foreign ministers
recognised themportanceof dialogue,dis-
fidence-build-

from activites in and along the overlapping

ing measures. The joint press release of the
6thround of senior i

areas that threaten peace and
C the

lineation on a map and, thereafter, demar-
cation on the ground, of a single, mutually
accepted line. Thisis analtogether more dif-
ficult task since it may entail territorial ad-
justments. So far, the first step of clarifying
each other's perception of the LAC has only
been carried out in the middle sector.

‘Why has China declined to continue the
LAC dlarification exercise? In the western sec-
tor, China’s so- ca]led LAC Df November 7,
1959, is i withits

ince it speaks of h
ing communication, avoiding misunder-
standings and refraining from any furtherac-
tion, including build-up of troops and
unilateral attempts to alter the ground situ-
ation. In his statement at the 75th Session of
the UNGA on September 22, President Xi
Jinping made two key points — that China
‘has no intention to fight a Cold War or “hot
war" with any country, and that China will
continue to narrow differences with others
hrough dial d i

The joint press release of the
6th round of senior
commanders meeting is
encouraging, since it speaks
of strengthening

boundary claim Jine, except in Demchok
whereit falls short. In some places, the post-
1962 variant of its LACwent beyond the line
that China had claimed before the conflict.
When India-China border talks recom-
‘menced in December 1981, the Chinese side
had essentially reiterated the “package pro-
posal” first conveyed by Deng Xiaoping to
then Foreign Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
1979, and subsequently aired through Indian
journalists, suggesting a settlement based on
the de facto LACin the eastern and western
sectors. However, at the crucial Sixth Round
in 1985, the Chinese did a volte-face. They
claimed that the largest dispute lay in the
eastern sector and that India would have to
‘make substantial concessions, to which
Chinawould reciprocate with corresponding
adjustments in the western sector. China
subsequently never clarified the details.
China’s reluctance to clarify the LAC to-

‘The bilateral consensus and subsequent
pronouncements offer India and China an
opportunity to break the impasse. The con-
sensus reached so far can be further but-
tressed by both sides reiteratingat their next
meeting a key formulation contained in
Article 1 of the 1993 agreement, that “nei-
ther side shall use or threaten to use force
against the other by any means”. This, of
course, requires China to sincerely walk the
talk by refraining from unilateral action and
military means to address differences. It
would also require China to stopinsistingon
aunilateral interpretation of the LACand to
disengage meaningfully its unilateral mili-
tary deployments that triggered the escala-
tion in the first place.

Henceforth, the focus should shift to the
‘maintenance of the status quo along each
other’s perception of the LACand within the
overlapping areas in many of which both

I ication, avoiding
misunderstandings and
refraining from any further
action, including build-up of
troops and unilateral
attempts to alter the ground
situation. In his statement at
the 75th Session of the
UNGA on September 22,
President Xi Jinping made
two key points — that China
has no intention to fight a
Cold War or ‘hot war’ with
any country, and that China
will continue to narrow
differences with others
through dialogue and

aying on 1 Aighnanistarn

Geopolitical imperatives make it difficult for US to withdraw forces

CRSasikumar

India has made clear to China, both ths

undermining legislation such as RTI

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT

'WHILE TRANSPARENCY is a cornerstone of

democracy, today’s India is cultivating se-

crecy. Paradoxically, this culture of secrecy is

sometimes justified in the name of trans-
rency.

Electoral bonds are a case in point. They
were introduced in February 2017 by the
Centre in the name of transparency — they
allowed anonymous donations to political
pamesand therefore, protected the pnvaq(

! The Election Cc

ernment’s lack of interest in the CIC and/or
itsattempttoweakenit, The backlogof pend-
ingappeals had reached 30,000 casesinate
2019asthe CIChasbecome aratherdysfunc-
tional body.

d, the government refused to dis-
close information which was previously
available under the RTI Act. Queries about
phone tapping are not responded to any-
‘more.In2016-17,the homeand finance min-
istries rejected close to 15 per cent of the ap-
plications they received while the RBI and
publicsectorbanksrejected 33 per cent. The
RBI, for instance, refused to give any infor-
‘mation about the decision-making process
thatled to demonetisation.

‘Third, duringthe 2019 Monsoon Session
of Parliament, just after the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the Modi governmentamended the RTI
Act to limit the power of the CIC. The five-
year fixed tenure for the Chief Information
Commissioner and information commis-
sioners. ibolished. Their salaries were

Indla(ECl]cnnusedlheopaatyoflhbﬁnan-
cial mec ribed itas “aretro-

not fixed any more — as with Election
C but notifi

diplomatic and military channels, that any

gradestep”. TheEC at

this arrangement would prevent the state
o me !

unilateral attempt to change is
unacceptable.

Despite the unrealistic claims made by
the Chinese mouthpiece Global Times, the
military balance in the border areas in east-

a

The government also diluted the
Whistleblower's  Protection  Act.

low be prosecuted for

provi-
sions under Section 29B of the

n
possessing the documents on which the

 whichpro-
hibits the political pamcsfmmtakmgdona—

ernLadakhis, in fact, ical. Iti

atribute to India’s armed forces that neither
the difficult terrain nor inclement weather
has prevented them from responding ro-
bustly to the Chinese build-up in Ladakh,
leaving Beijing in no doubt that any adven-
turism would prove costly.

By adopting the path of peaceful negou—

eign sources”. Electoral bonds also made it
impossible tocheck whetheracompany was
giving to parties more than what the
Companies Act (2013) permitted, that is 75
percentofthe net ofthethree

complaint
them have to be in *public interest” and
should notbe “affecting the sovereigntyand
integrity of India”, related to “commercial
confidence” or“information eceivedin con-
fidence from a foreign government”.

In the same vein, data phobia has re-

preceding financial years. Th
has not been deterred by these legal con-

ations that President Xi

address, China stands to benefit fmm a
much-needed image makeover at a time
when it faces wide-spread for

cerns, because the benefits it
could derive from behind-the-curtains bar-
gains with the corporate sector are much
more.

organisations. The National Statistical
Commission and the Chief Statistician of
India faced a credibiliy crisis during Mod's
st hen thenew GDP eres was -

growth rate figures

its unilateralism, aggression and “wolf war-
rior diplomacy”.

“The last fundamental jolt to bilateral re-
lations was in May 1998, when China had
abruptly cancelled all engagementsin theaf-
termath of India’s nuclear tests. The excep-
tion then was a pre-scheduled meeting of
the Experts Group of Diplomatic & Military
Officials (EG),led by this writer on the Indian

ing from the ECP's reprimands.
imilarly

were Changed sooften that 108 social scien-
Y foan e

‘modus operandi in several Indian institu-
tions, including the Supreme Court (SC).In
the case of political funding (by electoral
bonds or otherwise), a three-judge bench
headed by the then Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi in 2019 directed political parties to
submit the details of donations received to

governmentto*reestablish institutional in-
dependence and integity to the statistical
organisations”.Similariy,the National Crime
Records Bureau has been affected by delays
(its 2017 report was released in October
2019)and deletions. For instance, lynchings
and “religious killings” are no longer enu-

side, which was usex restart the
process of engagement, leading to the visit
of External Affairs Minister Jaswant Singh a
year later and culminating in President K R
Narayanan's state visit in May 2000.

What is encouraging about the situa-
tion today, as compared to May 1998, is
that dialogue has remained intact atall lev-
els. It is noteworthy that while expressing
India’s firm resolve to defend its territory,
the defence minister also alluded in his
speeches in Parliament to the desire to ad-
dress the current situation through dia-
logue. Taken together, these recent devel-
opments provide an opening to China to
grasp the nettle, and to recognise its own
interest in building enduring ties with a
large and populous neighbour like India,
whose friendship and goodwill will con-
tinue to play a crucial role in endorsing the
“peaceful rise of China”.

Thewieraformer Ambassadorofindiaand

the EClin sealed cover by May 30, that s af-
ter the elections. The matter stopped there.
The Assam administration had to show the
progress it was making in the implementa-
tion of the National Register of Citizens by
submittingreportsin sealed coverstoustice
Gogoi. When Justice Gogoi was accused of
sexual harassment, the panel formed by the
SCfound “no substance in the allegations™
on the basis of a report it had received in a
sealed cover that was not disclosed even to
the: Ce

lgious communitesinthepolceforces(in-
formation that had been introduced by the
Vajpayee government) is not listed. The
National Sample Survey Office has also not
been spared. In 2019, nearly 200 scholars
wrote tothe government torelease the 75th
round survey of consumer expenditures —
which had found that the percentage of cit-
izens living below the poverty line had in-
creased between 2011-12 and 2017-18.
Thisyear,

velopments, Justice Madan Lokur wrote that
“secrecy is the name of the game”’

This craze for secrecy has affected the
Right to Information Act, the UPA-legislated
law that had made India progress more

India is bound to register, bad news of that
kind are likely to multiply. To conceal the
truthwould make things worse because the
actorsinthe economy would notbeina po-
sition to adjust to the real situation.

quickly than most n the road

main-

o transparency. First, the government did
not appoint a Chief i
n

taining a democratic polity, itis also neces-
sary for Factsa

forayearafter

retired in August 2014,and did not fill vacant

information commissioner posts in the
C IC

general of the. Manuhnrl’amkarlnsnm[e ]n:

Central ) be-
tween 2016 and 2018, a year when, conse-

quentl

ANJU GUPTA

IN 1979, Afghanistan became a theatre of the
Cold War. In later years, the land used for “ji-
had”against“godless” Soviets by the US-Saudi-
Pakistan axis was converted into a hub for al
Qaeda’s terror network, The al Qaeda trained
future jihadis of Afghanistan-Pakistan and
thousands of foreign fighters. Following the
9/1 attacks, the US targeted the Taliban, which
receded into sanctuaries in Pakistan. Despite
efforts by the international and Afghan com-
‘munities, Afghanistan continues to bleed from
attacks by the Taliban-al Qaeda network. The
Intra-Afghan talks began on September 12.
Many believe that the US will “exit” this time.

training camps in the Hagqani area in
Afghanistan. In 2000, al Qaeda’s suicide
bombers hit the USS Cole in Yemen. 9/11 got
the US to go after the network. From the safe
havens of Pakistan, Taliban supremo Mullah
Omar refused to hand over Osama Bin Laden,
whowaskilledinaMay 2011 raidby USSEALS
in his home — a few kilometres from the
Pakistan Military Academy.

Due to the West's pre-occupation with
“other wars", by 2008, the network had re-
gained control over large swathes of rural
Afghanistan and was repeatedly targeting
provindial captals.InDecember 2005, Barack

poweringalocal ally against common ene-
mies.Itleadstoadjusting the “US force postur-
ing’ toensure that the localally is not defeated.

‘The US strategy has ensured that me et
‘work has not overrun

the
sanctionedstrengthof 11 werein place. After
theSCintervened,some appointments were
madein January 2019, but four posts re-
‘mainedvacant,aclearindication ofthe gov-

toknow —and may bewants to know, even
ifnobody isaskingany more.

The writer is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of Indian
Politics and Sociology at King’s India
Institute, London, and non-resident scholar
at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ORWELLIAN BILLS

THISREFERS TO thearticle, Bills against
farmers (IE, September 23). The agricul-
ture bils passed by Parlament enzble
big d traders to stockpile

counter-terrorism targets in Mghamstan—

crops, eroding farmers’ bargaining

Pakistan including topal

casualties of their own troops. Different US
presidents have couched thestrategy indiffer-
ent political terms. This is unlikely to change
post-elections.

Unlikei a, thel

Qaeda leaders and scores of foreign fighters.
The US-Afghan partnership has deterred a
“genuine”IS (Islamic State) from taking roots in
Afghanistan,

AUN

power. They p
tion of farmers in countless other ways.
Thefree marketsystem, presumed tobe
fruitful, will leave farmers vulnerable.
The way these bills are being presented

in Central Asia or South Asia. The presence in
Afghanistan, critical for counterterrorism, is
also crucial for geopolitical imperatives. With
China in Gwadar and a hostile Iran, a credible:
presence isneeded tosecuremuchmore than

However, closer scrutiny anexit
isunlikely, irrespective of the results of the US
presidential elections. The network will con-
tinue to pose serious threats to Indian and
global security.

Like much of the world, India too did not
recognise the Taliban government (1996~

with-
o e e surge to over

The US has identified and mvesled in
Afvluw local ally TL

Afghan Attheend
ofits term, the troops level was down to 8 600

reports.
Thc US Defence report, July zozn reiterates

Reportin]uly stresses that al Qaedais covertly
active in 12 provinces and the al Qaeda chief,
Ayman al-Zawahiri, is in Afghanistan. It esti-
matesal Qaeda cadres to be between 400 and
600 and having top-level contacts with the
Haqqani network. The report mentions that
foreign fighters from Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh and Myanmar are present within
AQIS (al Qaeda n Indian Subcontinent).
Pakistan is backing the network forits own

by is highly Orwellian
since their suggested purposeisin direct
contradiction with the realities of the
agrarian sector.

Saundarya Jain, via ermail

BE PREPARED
TH]S REFERSTO the report, Panic, nver—
' (IE,

IDEAS
ONLINE

@ SELF-RELIANCE
AND THE PATIENT:
GAJENDRA SINGH

www.indianexpress.com

pitals. These measures should be in
standby mode rather than being dis-

plus the c By
November 2017, under President Donald
14000,

(Afghanistan) is neveragam used as a safe

2001).InDecember 1999, five P
JeM (Jaish e Mohammad) hijacked Indian
Airlines passenger flight IC 814, on route to
Delhi from Kathmandu, and landed in
Kandahar. Passengers were “swapped” for

Trump, U

hterrorist \.duattacklheUS
orouralliesori

TheAfghanpeacepmsshmgesomheUS
securing its count

29 Us-Afghan joint declaration has commit-
ted to “joint assessment an

the Taliban and the government chamng a
Tait t

how Pakistan was using Afghanistan to perpe-
trate international terrorism.

In August 1998, al Qaeda’s operatives
‘bombed L Tanzania.

stipulates an exit before May 2021, if condi-
tions are met.

Thc“surgcandmrhdrawal hascvolvcd as
afavoured Iragand

The US mounted strik t al Qaeda’s

Syria.

asthe basis foran exit.

‘Without a ceasefire, deep mistrust would
affect the Intra-Afghan talks. With incentives,
apartofthe Taliban may compromise. Inreal-
ity, Intra-Afghan talks are a “mediation” be-
tween the Afghan government and the
Pakistan Army.

interest, The has long tak )|
of ISKP (IS in Khurasan Province). The shadow
boxingofthe Taliban with ISKP projects it asa
key“allyagainstIs”.

oxygen demand.

increase  in
C ially, there will be an in-

Afghanistan show how AQIS and ISKP arere-
cruiting online and inciting lone wolf attacks
across South Asia. The Afghanistan-Pakistan
based networkwill continue toimpactthe se-
curity of India and the Westin South Asiaand
beyond.

The writeris an IPS oficer.
Views are personal

creaseinthe number of oxygen-depend-
ent patients, who would require venti-
latory support and ICU care. This
mandates a level of logistics related to
the availability of ventilators, ICU beds
etc. In addition, the healthcare system
‘would need critical care ambulances to
transport patients from peripheral hos-

.« yourdoor.

Scpmmbcr23) Indisastermanagement, LRMurmu, Delhi
. The

Centre admitted that there has been an INSINCERE CENTRE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Putting
farmers first’ (I, September 23). For
every billthat the government passes, it
says: “Opposition isspreading misinfor-
mation” and “itis alandmarkbill". Ifthe
farmsector wasa priority, whywasital-
located only 5 per cent of the Atma
Nirbhar Bharat Package?

‘Aamil Lodhi, Gandhinagar

New Delhi



