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TheFmtaanIsPrqnaedfor(h

By Mark Esper

jna’s People's Liberalion
‘'my celebrated its 9%rd
ammiversary Aug 1 with a
by Chimeze Com
ict Party Cemeral Sec-
retary Xi Jinping. Once again,

X called for transiorming the PLA
mto a world-dam military, cae
that cam farther the party's agenda
far beyond China's shores. His re-
marks serve as a dark reminder
that we have estered a mewera of
global competition betweea the
free and opea mtermational order
sad aa sethoriarisn system fos-

ld a military that
sarves the nalion, let alone a comsli-
tution, as the US. amed forces do.
The PLA belongsto—aad serves—a
political estily, the Chimeze Commeu-
nist Party. A more capable PLA i a
miliiary more able fo advaace the
plly'! domestic vision, the ome-

sided mtemational geh- Bu,-g
desires, and aa d for-
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its authoritarian grip and costmee
its i 1 of its

Ngeaco—all of which willl be aitical
to i i i) for
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time Secwity Initislive, where we
have provided appraximately $354
million of assistaace fo bolsler the
maritime capabilities of allies and
partmers across the ndo-Padfic re-
gion_ Adclions such as these reduce
these nalion® valnerability to Chi-
nese coercion, and help us expand
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HowNdt
ToBean
Artirags
By Kesmeth L Marces

eaders im bwsiness, academia
and are

These mitialives refled Amer-
‘s dteadiat commitment o stand
with owr allics and pariners agsinst
Bejing's bullying, support the sov-
ereiguly of all malions, and defesd
the free and opea mternational sys-

dea alome, and we coatinue fo wge
our aliesto share i with us faily
aad equitably as true partners. We
ﬂm eaamwage itullded nalions

owa people, espedally its Uighwr
poplﬂlon
The co— mist Party's —phs

eign-policy agenda that is uln -
ical to the mterests of the IS,
aad our allies Asa consequence, all

oni
tightening mmirol over the m
shows how Chima's leaders view the

our
decades to come.

Secomd, expanding and Sreagth-
camg our metwork of alliez amd
parimers is also vital o this effort,
as this provides an asymmetric ad-
vaaiage that our u:-peﬂots cam-
not match ¥ A

ik aad be more de-
sigaing their polices on
Chim; defense of owr shared goals
and mterestz The receat dedsions
by Hew Zealand and the UK _fo baa
Huawei from their SC networks are
prime examples.
Unkke

nalions that seck the aad

its behavior toward its

securily of a free and opea order
mast cwelally coasidear the implca-
fioms of PLA requesis for access,
raining and

among
these is to reshape the inferma-
tiomal order im ways that under-
mine globally accepted rules while

ing asthoritarisaicm, cre-
ating 1o allow the Chi-

ThePLA savesBdjing's
athaitaian gods The
US and o alies are
ready to defend evary frant.

PLA modermizalion i a fremd
the world must study aad prepare
for—much like the U.S. aad the
West ctudied aad addressed the
Soviet armed forces in the 20ih
ceatury. The PLA opealy dedared
s inteations fo complete miliary
modernizalion by 2035 aad be-
m-e a wlddns forece by 2019.

mese Communizt Party to coerce
other coustries and impede their

leglws m the region, such as

velopmest, aad asserting wnlawful
marifime daims, American forees
coatinwe fo sireagihea our lomg-
danding parinerships -d defead

it China, the US.
stands for a free and opea global
gysdem, whare all nalions cam pros-
per in accordance with shared val-
ues and longslandimg rules amd
morms. And unlike the armed forces
ﬂhﬂsdoil%h AAER

responze to
hemuws-ﬂa-w-eﬂ L]
some cazes, thisrefieds gesuime
terest im decreasimg racial disorimi-
mation_ In others, it is a salve for
bl ey Seele cills “white
guill " Elsewhere, it arfses from fear
that evea Eberal mdituticas may
otherwize become valmerable to can-
o callwre When propesly comcsived,
mfiracst programs caa provide a
powerful response to hale and biss
imcidesits The problem with much of
today's aatiraciam s that it doesa't
really oppose invidiows discrimina-
tion aad may cven Dment &

Thefocus shaldbean
invidious discriminatian,
not statisticd disparities
and sodial change.

Thlu.hm-aloi,alls
toma-

aloyal tool of the Party.
As-d, 1 wrge all m--lnestn ex-

dal ﬁz—ﬂu Ibram X_ Keadi

sovereigaly. the rights of all d comsider = 208 best-
These adlions from cIln lm Dwimg nscalistions with my thew relalionships with the ALAto  =dler, "Howio Be wackt ~ He

spurred the U_S D last h, -ﬂe-eﬂey.e-d belping ad-  defmes"radzm” as acombmation of

feaze to momt nu—mn re-  for example, we S a vamce the Parly's ma- X P

spoase, and to ourimple-  of primcy i liga ageada toward omr = This

meatation of the Halional Defease owr defemse cooperation amd pos-  delrimeat

Strategy. The HDS guides our ef-
fortsto adapt aad modermize Amer-
ia's amed forees for greal-power
compelition, with Chisa being car
principal focws.
First aad foremod, longierm
with Chima

twre in the Indo-Padfic regioa for
the next decade and beyond. Also im
July, the IS, Australia and Japan
held owr latest defease mectimg fo
promote greater i h-dnn—*r—
ing and cabance i

This week | will travel to Hawaii
Palse aad Cuam o meel both
persom and virtwally with my comn-
terparts amd other semior leaders
from across the region o coavey
the il efforts and

by our recest hid-

that we have a force that i= able to
compete, deter and win across all
domain= air, laad, =ea, space aad

u---a-es-pu—u-mual

To smpport this effort,
the Pestagon is investing im both

mizgles a
smite of advanced cyber, space and
electromic warfare capabilities. It
aleo incledes the of ar-

and game-chaaging techmologies
sech as ypersomic weapoas, 5G
air and

tificial intelligeace to sireagthea

missile defeaze, and artifical mtel-

eral maval exerdse in the Philippine
Sea

Third, becawse aeatimg broader
metworks of capable, Eke-mimded
pariners is core fo owr dtralegy to
dizrwpt the Chimese

our commilmest to a free and open
Indo-Padfic Halicas valuing free-
dom, humana rights and the rule of
law must siand together to commter
the coercive role of the PLA im the
Chimese Commumist Party's aggres-

ez Lest there be comfwsion, M
Keadi emphasizes that “focwsing oa
‘mds dzcrmimation’ takes our eyes
of " the policy goals be and other
sdfprodaimed astiwacsts mpport.

In other words, the mew astira-
Gam requiresthat we take our eyes
off what aatidizorimination work is
sl abost—combatimg invidiows &z~
u-l-‘l_—-d foms instead om

Paty'smalign mfucace, the Pesta-
gom confinues to build the aapaciy
of omr parimers globally. This ocomrs
through programs such asthe M ari-

sive the sov-
ereigaty of mations.

Mr. Eper isU.S defenss soe-
tary.

EltesY&rn for aRestoration Abroad Under Biden

FREE
EXPRE SSION
By Gerard Baker

the Demoorals d-ﬁ-

Eagtem E-mpg aad the mezomble,

Ihe Cold War. Mr. Trump's strategic

sa-
tezof Chima

Part of the problem the foreign
policy eciablichment has with Mr.
Trump is that it's hard fo stomach
that a dictiaste has beea =0 efiec
tive. Wikatever you think of the presi-
dest, hi

Palestimian cawze im the Arab mimd
below the challenge of managmg Ira-
mian ambition The recest mutwal rec-
ognitica deal between ksracl aad the
United kﬂ E-nles, the biggest

icpolicy ageada i

y oppomcats as something

doze to revolulion, im foreiga policy

i's dear that a Joe Bidea vidory

would represest br him, hic paty

aad a sember of dizgremtied RepubB-
cans a Gloriows Restoration.

Mr. Bden's career is preity much
oagrecsl with pre-Trumpian Wash-
imglon foreign policy. The people who
would make wp his national zecarity

arize im the ab-
seace of radal preferesces. The re-
sl = cam be seen in the report | seat
Comgress last month om behalf of the
US.Depariment of Education's Ofice
for Civil Rights Over the past three
#zcal years, OCR resolved 4,656 com-
plaint s against inctitulions, requiring
them fo redress disoimimat ory prac-
tices. This s 1507 more than OCR
achieved three

biggest =hilk im the US
smce China became a global power.
0- Ellupe, Ir Tr—p l-slpl

years under am admimi=t ralion gemer-
iy aligecd wilh ﬂm!h-hg.

In other words, OCRF

esce tu the q_ importaace of
iramsalisatic wnity. The recest re-
moval of IS forces from Cermany
has beea condemned as abreach im
the fabric of the allismce of Eberal

tade brihe worlds
hizbombast, hselbnsh-e proved
more: than those ofthe
bipatizan foreige policy esiablizh-
mest that came before him. On the

president has radically reoriemted
US policy.

feam are slmost all loyl
1he Obama and Chinlon presdendes.

M T
varymg paths through the Middle
Easterm L | W._ Bush

But be yearn-
ing for a belter too. Last
week zeveral dozen national security
officals from recest RepubBican ad-
minidratioastook ot a fall page ad
the Jomrmal ib pledge their smpport br

amd Bill Cliston plodded dulifally
along the "land for pe-:é' road map

Tor kracl md

Their recent record,
however, iswarsethan
Trurp'santheMiddle
Ead, Europeand China.

So it has been with Chima. Secoes-
sive presidest s parsmed eagagement
wilth the ricing =) on the as-
sumption that & wosld bring China
into aligamest wilh the global eo-

George
W._ Bush beleved regime chamge
‘would set Arabs om apath toward re-

ihe Demooralic nomimee. comshruclion amd pesce Barack
For these i many of fom

whose golden aredeslisls have been  an acommodation with ran

barsished by comforiable dhints im The first approach achieved Ritle;

oamiling fms and think I-ls,lbe lheamnd-dl-d resalfed im epic

past four The Tramp admini-

lw-;hadﬂhlbew tralion dispeased with i all mo en-
Tor lamael with

Qlellllepcuﬂddmwdi
For those of you with deficeat

recalclrast Palestimiams no American
blood shed to build neocoazarvative

record of the two decades before
Presidest Tramp took office: the as-
cest of al Gaeda aad 11 the calas-
irophe of Iraq and the messy, bloody
dialemate ofAﬂm Ite ok

mo ilwory
esgagement with the muliahs
Insiead, a series of moves com-
demaed by the breiga policy estab-
lichmeat—rejecting the Irmisn nu-
dear ded,rewmg Jerusslem =

Iapse of US.
B!-ﬂeiuclmlﬂnsyna
aad Libya; the rize of Idamic Stale; a
resargest Russia gorgmg itzelf on

iaking out Ira's most
poweariel milil oy commanda—have
resalied im the most importast ad-
vamce in the region smce the end of
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M Tremp—io gmeral

lamecatslion m Washimgion—diz-
carded thal asmmgplion. He de-
manded accountability from Baijmg
for abuses of the lalitude past US.
adminigirationshad givea it, and he
Iu.g-'ded a pmod of toughened
ihe Commu-

But all US. presidests simce Rich-
ard Hixoa have complained that col-
ledive defease has for oo _ beem

far more schools fo change disorimi-
matory polices and praclicez. We
dozed twice as masy school-&so-
pline azes md six times as may
semmal viclence cases than the prior
admimiztration.
Whyisihal? R terns out there iza
price fo be paid whea we take owr
qsoﬂlﬂ(wmdm‘-'

omesided. In any caze,
Ewope smply matiers less these
days Harking back to the virtwes of a

temroriam,
emaomic dagaation and the rize of
A ic aati-reslim_

The price, which victs
malion paid during carfier years, is
that eabreemest agendies were m-
able to resolve disrimimation caszes
becawse they were too bosed om da-
uuaq.i-s-a sodial change.

I'stoo =oom to amert with coafi-
dence that this Trampiaa tripod of
pcil ion has

address
s’!e-u: pmlle-s ‘where appropri-
sexmal violesce

L jecti Bat
at the very leadt i represeats a
break from iparts

sharp
Tadwre.
Bob Gales, ancther former Repub-
i_blenp policy oficial who adw-
ally served wilth Mr.

Biden, mmdﬂdben-mr.

beea "wrong om mearly
every major foreign policy and ma-
tionsl secwity u—e over the pﬂ
fowr decades™ A

mtidisoimination, however, mwst be

o migtreatment of individuals
The new mtincsm's hiwes ren

daeper.tx“iuer University of Soath-

the
tiom's chamge in posiure marks the

mdeed.

Notable & Quotable: Enough

Karol Markowicz, wrifing in the
MNew York FPost on Aog. 24:

We can't live like this aaymore.
The oastaat new rules, the con-
tinwed damce arownd reopeming.
Hew York City is filing. Our g
ermor aad mayor are keeping s in
a date of dismvay. _ ..

Throughout ths mss, we've
scea a division: Owe growp, the pa-
jama wearers, cam work from
home indefinitely, mever leaving
their cuches They happily mllect
their checks and spead their time
smug in the salisfadion
have handled this paademic Saw-
lexzly. They bake bread, bay a
Peloton bike aad post Inctagram
pictwres of suarizes from vacation
homez They're happy to listea to
every backward directive from
elected officialz. They haven't saf-
fered like their fellow Hew
Yorkers

The secomd growp has cither
worked thwough the lockdowm or
had sleepless nights woadering if
thewr businesses will ever reopen.
They've comtemded with ever-
changing rules, ever-defesred
opesing dates md casisat stacks

on their livelihoods . . . Maay of
these people compare thewr lives
right mow to living im a fotakitar-
ian regime, where rules make mo
sease bul people are afraid to say

=.

The Eagt Village bar Lucky had
it liquor licease pulled, according
to the websile Ealer, after the
owmer siarted a petition “to re-
verse the dale's new mandale that
bars it zerve  smbclasdi;
amowmts of food with aay alcokol
pwrchaze " The Village Lime bar in
Erie Counly mocked Cuwomo with i
meau items, and it too had s li-
quor licease saddealy pulled.

If you speak wp, your pain could
be extesded, aad every busimess
owmer im Hew York kmows it

You doa't have to thimk the coro-
mavirus i a boax—| don'i—to see
these rulez make mo seaze Bat
what they highlight, more tham
amything elee, i= that we are not all
in this together.

Sop torturimg =mall-besiness
owmers with momseasical regula-
tions and wnbir eaforcemest.
Emough.

We wast our Eves back, all of
us—not just the pajama class

ia sludeat Rose Ritch,
ﬂo recently resigned as vice presi-
dest of her undergraduste shudest
governmest M= Ritch was harsssed
by "satiwacs” sedests because she
zazelfprodamed Zionist She was
told that her support for Israd made
her compBickt i racizm, aad that by
asocistion she iz radet Studests
lamnched an aggressive socal-media
campaiga fo “impeach ber Bald
a—" TB harazmest revived
erectypes and areated pre-
asdy the sort of harm that astira-
em should light
Lt week, USC's Black Sedent Ac-
sembly condemaed universily presi-
dest Carol Folt for smpporting M=
Ritch. The BSA argued that it was an-
Duhdao-mﬂnzio-‘s-,ig-
noreMs privilege” and
“dicregard” the bh\t sudeats who

icans are mow comsciows of the preju-
dice thal ANrican Americaas and
olher mimorities oftea face. Sadly, the
mew asliacizm provides all the

wrong mzwers Rather than tern
fomms sway fiom mvidiows disorimi-
malion, we mwst coafroat it diwedly.
To defeat raciam, we must turn away
fiom the sew miiracam.

Mv. Marcas is foander and chair-
man of {he Lonis [ Brandas Cenfer
for Haoman Rghis Under Law. He
srved asasssiant U.S sorefary of
edaxation for civil rights 2018-20.
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Joe Biden'sLeap of Faith

1 By mow Joe

Biden's rosary
muzd be the
mogt famous
beads in the

“SanngET (CaEholic. wiho

By William
McGurn sy ﬂn:m
goes” re-
poris the Je-

=il magazine America_ "Biden
dmod always has rosary
beads im hispocket,” says the
Post_ Evea Rollimg
Stome pioasly chimes in, pre-
seating the former vice presi-
dent as a “pradicag Calholic”
who “wears his lale =om
Besw's rosary on his wrigt "
It al feeds Mr. Bidea's im-
age as the rizh Cath-

cordance with their beliek:.
Let's dart with nms A
campaign ad releazed this
mouth feshwres Mr. Biden hap-
pily chaltmg with Catholic
nuns on S Peler's Swla

tions tham m coasiricling
them. Demoorals say =0
thewr platform, in which they
“reject” the "broad religions
exemplions” that “allow bwsi-
m-dlﬂ providers, so-

These “lovely w-e- e dal service agescies and ofh-
says, have ers to disorimil In other
becawse they are all abowt be- words, religious liberty.

mg thewr brothers keeper He
evea chose a 1o offer the
oavestion's wa-g pr:ya
the he accepted
momination for pn:-u
But Mr. Bidea's policy pref-

arule requiring Catholic cawre
providers ikethe Little Siders
of the Poor fo violate their
paying r ca-

olic lad from PaTo-
day i's am image that also
sarves a awcal political pwr-
pose—to soothe votars who
might be trosbled by
who presesis himzelf = an
ordinary Catholic even as he
advocates for abortion om de-
mand, with mo reshridions
ad paid for by taxpayer dol-
lars where meceseary.

But in this clection there's
a mew religions wrinkle, much
more mazequential than the
tired debate over whether Mr.
Biden i= or i=a't a good Catho-
ic. For the izme Today is mo
lomger whether pro:
dogmaz from abortion amd
marriage equality to geader
ideatity will prevai Most al-
ready have.

The quedion mow i
wheha those who dezeat
fom

traception and abortifaciests
or ther employees or face re-
mows fimez.

The sidters have since woa

at the Supreme Court Mr_Bi- fax

dea's response? Restore the
mandste with the ke exemp-
tiom the Little Stcders objedted
to im the fird placc. This &
bow "lovely womea™ who Eve
out a vocalion of tending to
the lcast among ws can expedt
to be treated under a Bidem
presidescy.

How wmiike, =ay, his rum-
mimg male ala Havis, you
won't calch Mr. Biden ialking
about the Knights of Colum-
bus as though it were a hate
growp whose members are
waifit for federal judgeships.
Isnot hiznature. Heverthe-
less a Bides-Harriz admimis-
iration would mesa a federal

n

This is the sleeper threal
It's already playing out in ev-
erything from Eceasing re-
quwements (the Sapreme
Comt = now deciding whether

It'snot just abortian.
TheDamoarals’ sand
anrdigious libaty

should trouible valars

Catholic ageacies that dom't
place dhildrea with gay cos-
ples cam offer foster care) and

Al these thimgs will come

puch tham_ How do we imow?
as the Hew York
Sen's Seth Lipsky says #'s
hard to find a sngle religiows-
rights caze where the Demo-
arals took the religions side.
He raltles off the =t
“Little Skders of the Poor,
Hosmma Tabor, the Grees
Family, the cake baker, the
towm of Greece, KLY, the phar-
macst who doesa't wat to
Sal I birth coatrol presoip-
tioms, the Salmar Hasidim
‘who waat to require modest
dress in their dores; the rege-
lslion of dicemcsion, the
Bladeasbarg Cross" says M
Lipsky. "Hame a caze where
the broad Demoaratic Party
leadership sides with the rel-
giows party”

Jewich schools fear losing
their dates for adhering to
bibEcal defmiticas of mar-
riage) to comsdeace prolec-
tions (a nwrze in Vermont was
forced to particpate i ar-
maging an aborlion agamst
her willl Mormoms, meas-
while, wonder if the Equality
At which iz memt to protect
LCEBTQ Amaicas aad =
siromgly backed by Mr. Bidea
and M= Havis, would make
Brigham Yommg Universily ste-
desismeligible for federal re-
search dollars, Pdl yﬂs and
dudest loms.

Tremp was
mocked whea he =aid Mr. Bi-
dea would " hbart God and bart
ihe Biblc” But however imart-
ful the words, today's Demo-
aalic Party is willimg to wse
th foree of the federal
bereamaracy to bring religiows
imdlitutions to heel—no mat-
ter how gesaimely Joe Bidea
may love his rosary beads.

“Joe Biden and Kamala Har-
s have this wpsde dowm,”
says Bill Mumma, CEO aad
chasman of the Becket Famd
for Religiows Liberly. "The
couﬂliu proteds rdigion

givea a preview of comimg at-
tradions durimg
whea D ic offidals

Covid-19, mest

u-nunzq-ym
objedive, no matter how

willl be
permitted to live ther Eves
and rem their matitutions i ac-

acommodsting  religiows
Amecricans and thewr mdlitu-

irested bars and casimos bet-
ter tham charches.

ial takes priority
over religiows beliet”
Write fo moegernifdw §.com

TheU.S. Admits Too Few Refugees

By Reid Rilibde
lie Presideat Tramp

abreptly the door kas bees

mgmnm&h’

I_sﬂddﬁd an acute re-

diozed: From the 50 ke
where Chriclians face the
mogt zevere dom, the

zlo-ulnml- officer or
Jos of 2 - 5

he awtoaratic tes-
deades of sodalism, on ks
administration's waich the

-
2015, before Mr. Trump took
office, dightly under 35,000
refugees wae admilied o
America. Since thea, the ad-
miniiration has Sytemati-
aally sisshed the celimg for
refugee avivals, resaltimg in
a hidorically low op of
BPOO for this Escal year
Oaly about 8602 have beea
permitted eatrace =0 far—om
irack for a dedime of almost
90"% from 205.

Among those kept out are
people Heeing leltict author-
ilarisn regimes For example,
oaly sevea Cubam qu

2,800 reseitied annually dur-
img the previows decade.
Thiz adminigtration has al-
lowed the resetilemeat of
oaly “ Vemezuelanz and

The dradic redeclion in
refugee resciticment has also
harmed those flecing oppres-
sion becanse of their religion,

Ile i

US reseitled abost 18,500
Chriclian refugees im 2015,
Midway thromgh 2020, the
US had reseitied fewer than

Muzims Fom Mysamar, Jews
from Iram, Yazidis from Irag—
hac plemmeted st smilarly
dark rales "The U.S govern-
ment has fallea dowa oa this
=me," lameats Opea Doors
USA CEO David Carry.
Rather than baning all im-
migraats fom “jikadit re-
gionz” which has mdwded
perzeculed Chridians amd
other religions mimorilies, the

doubled from f#ecal years 206
1o 2018,

But the Trump admimistra-
tiom = secking fo block hs

1o aitique these
polcies. Many have The IS,
Commis=ion on Istanational

BOOKSHIELF | By Rien Fertd

ToTade
TheUntamed

Feasting Yild
By Gina Rae lLaCerva
{GreySane, 317 pages, $26.93

Rae La Cerva wishes we all ale a little wilder.
K ke humans ate hss&nunnrhuuy bemting
d foods.
mdm“mwmm-shlzlﬂlu
berries plucked from the bush, bitterswed while-cak acmms

mibbled om a "bleak Hovember walk " Oranges, banan e,
pimeapples and other famed "iable fruils” Thoreaw said,
“do mot feed the maginalion as these wild fruits do.”

In the early Bih cestury, back when Thorean Hraged for
‘wild flavors, half the Horth American dict dill came fom
the wild—venizon, game foud, zeafood_ Today, M= La Cava

waites, seafood remaimsthe oaly widdy casmmed wild food,
though the rapid rize of aquacsliure i= making the fulure of
wild-caught ch, shrimp and oystars moeasingly wacert:
Feasting Wild," she sets out o “tadle the mismed” to
expearicace the cing thal comes with conzmming “the least
processed

writes an intease and iBumi-
nating travelogee, she offers
a coredive to the palriarchal
'white gaze promoted by
globetrotting eaters like
Asthoay Bourdain and Aadrew
Zmwmern. Though she feasts
on wild foods that most of we.
‘would mot dare poke with a
4 D-bot fork, M= LaCerva
3)‘3 combimes eaviroameatal history
with femimit memoir fo aalt a
nuvalive more in tume with mmbym-wu
, Helem Rush than aay

episode of "Bizarre Foods™

We frst followthe asthor to Copeahagen, where she

mhﬁd plant= among the tombs at Acsiciens
ricks—the i

imgestion of
hd-ddnshuuy-us_-n-ing-gr-—span
of the Danizh ideatity. Foraging tourisis take mole: mear
Kierkegaard's grave grows ramz=os, a wikd osioa related to
the Horth American aliem commoaly called ramps, while
the ydiow-bicomimg astideprez=aat inowa as S John's
wort prefers the fmal resting spot of Micls Bolwr_

M= La Carva hopsmt ches to Poland's BislowieZa Forest,

process as well,
Sweeping mew rules that
“d reda'-e basic tems

Religions Freedom, chaired by ome of the few remaining primeval forestzthat once
Toay Ewrope, to mosh on wild boar (ke pork but
Perkins, has wged a retum to earthier”) md of
a higtorically nommal csiling oa 4,000 species grow hare). Polich women e the authors
refagee admi 95000 & oreat. Esther, could once ideslily the gwdatory
year. The inditutions repre- and feact- hoof
sealing the largest number of aure toothackes, Judazs ear or imfedions of the car and eye,
Chuictians i the U.S—the Ha- hhmnwmuumthﬂdmm
tiomal Aczodislion of Evangeli- of "—of both wild food
iz, the Sowitherm Baplist and this bk ia—has al but
iom and the US_Com- Ealing wild food is am "act of mostalgia,” she writes,

fereace of Catholic Brshops— “for both the nalural sbundance and the matearial poverly
have all been ouispoken of the padt * This espedially resonates br the author during
wging the restoration of the astay m the Demooatic Republicof Congo to report on the
refugee reseitiemest program rade in "buchmeat * a catchall term for any wildiife Spedies
and a rejection of the new agy- bunted for buman conzmmption, inclading forest elcphants,
um reguiations. gorillas, twtles, pangolins (sraly asteaters), rals and bomobos.

But the bad polices persist Once the prin im brmost wild-

md are poieed fo get worse.

US. should simply have The best way to dizmmade the
bammed phadist tervorists— severdly resirid who qualiies Trump admimiciralion wosl be
which has loag beea US_pol- b asylum_Hot everyone who  aclear outary from Tramp vol-
iy Smce, Foun- should re- as—act only orgasi zaltions—
dation report moles, refugees ceive agylum, bul these rege- particalarly the maservative
“wmdergo more rigorows secs- uu-s ‘would ize |he evangeliciz on which the pres-
ity chedks than aay other im- dest

migat group” caly a foolizh
tervorizt would seek o wee
the refugee program as a
means of eslry. Smee the Ref-
wgee Ad became lawinm 1380,
mome of the more tham three
milion refugees reseitied has
iaken am American life i a
tesvorist altadk, accordimg to
ﬁ:mo Institute

Meﬂh enzwre that the .S
doesa't zemd people back to be
persecuted or evea killed.
The American commilment
. - s

and for ecomomic, political
and religiows freedom. The
il of these commit-

rocted im owr foundimg convic-
tion that all are areated equal
with cataim wsalicaable
rights, am iea imspired by the
hw- bdﬂﬂﬂ al

Iollel.l.ﬁ i

omanimat to religiows lib-
aty. Anewreport from Open
Doors USA—am orgamization
that s=mpporiz pearseceted
(hrislians abroad—and World

Relief  documeatz  how

dl(hl The IfNE —Isllﬂ

ments is tested by the cun-
try'srespoase fo those flecing
represzive regimes and seek-
'-g-z-;lq-udﬁine

Mr. Ribtie, a Reputiican,

Becimg iom are left
with only one lawiul optica to
fimd zakty m America reach-
img the counlry and request-
ing xzylum_ The samber of in-
dividualz grasied asylum—

for the foreigaer, the fathear-
lless or the widow” is cmrsed.

Knowing how their smpport
has bokdered the Trump ad-
minidralion, American Chris-

Congressional Olric, 2013-17.

Wallar Resell Mend 5
awy.

When the Rostal Service Was the Bormb

By Bob Greeme

He had fooled with
madl delivery in a way that kad
infariated the public, put mem-
bers of Congress im the hot
senl with their coasliwents,
and badked the presidest imio a
polilical cormer. He was lookimg
or a way to re-clevale his ma-
ticnal dtalure.

So be ommandecred a mis-
sile wilh the capability of car-
rying a neclear warkesd. As
omically bizae as thiz may
sownd—like a plot that even a
demesied B-movie prodwcer

happemed._ In
B57 the IS posimater gen-
enal, Arthar E. -

knew they had to fix things,
and fat Withim three days
Comgress had passed am emer-
gemcy approprialion and Pres-
ideat Dwight D. Eizeahower
had signed off om it The next
Saturday, the mail was back

Potmaster Arthur
Summarfidld had an
explosveideatowin

thepublic'strst.

Stung by the bad peblicly,
Semmefidd hﬂnl fora -
to show his

Mlddheﬂlud, mdre-
place it with a contamer full of
mail Thea, from oul al sea the
Havy would lmnch the missle

‘would retrieve the Idtars md
have them delivered to ther

addreszees, thas providing a
prmuﬂleq;eeﬂ of ftwe

m-“——-m
From 100 miles oul in the AL-
lanlic Ocean, the aew of the

L L]

dreszed to
officals and digaitaries.

Aa chalicat Summerficld
believed this advamced his
theory: "Before man reaches
the moca, madl will be deliv-
ered withim bours from Hew
York to Calibraia, to England,
1o India or Awsiralia by guided
mimiles” Posial workas at
ihe Haval base hastied the let-
ters oato trudks, ea ute to
thar fmal dedimalions.

There would mever be an-
other mizzile ddivary of US
mad eathes-

the diredtion of M ayport Awsl-
iy Haval A Sialion, mear
Jackzoaville, Fla Twesly-two

pﬂmtilg Swft -d reiﬂle

fempled to deal with abudget-
-‘y_mbyd:i_-g‘“,h

cut back om defivery days by

trolled missile, equipped with

years, laading gear, amived with s
beladwdupln.
9

payload imtadt Waiting for it
was the posimasier gemeral
i setf

geitimg rid of the Sabwday Barbero,
L8

The idea backfired The
public was caraged whea, on
Saturday, April B, no mal was
delivared. Eleded offidals

sllez Thea he requested, and

was graated, access to a five-

tom Regulus 1 miszile.
SemmerBelds plan was to

proximately 3000 letters, all
of which had been written and
sigued by him. Each eavdlope
bound for a US i

asm aside, o ome m goverm-
meat waated to pursse & In

e coasarvalion the of

famed meals lke chicken have turned buzhmeat imto a
wmry marker for posh Kinchacza dmers (the five-siar Graad
Hotef's dining room offers aatelope and porcapime) and
immigrast= willing fo smuggle frozes blocks of meat abroad.
Al ome molable wild-game restanrant, M = La Cerva coolly
orders aowmdile and tomalo and spice-ammered duker—a
“its @ to

=mall sub-Saharae mtdope-
kmow if it was hunted legally or mot ™

A bracing traxdogueby aculinary forager
secking rare, undomesticated, unadulterated
foodsin therapidly disappeaing wild.

She wriles more passionately about the women who trade
m semilegal wild-mest marketz "These women deserve
esltire book wrilien just about them,” M= La Cavanoles.
“Hot oaly becawse they are long-safiering, poor, marginalized,
or ilderate.. _bul becawse these women tm owio
bustie” That
olonial racial order. 'Haﬂenlﬁnﬂd_“-d
eatzit, we call & handing game” she refled s "If a black man
kills a wild animal and ealsit, we oall it tashwent poaching ™

The DRC allows M= La Cesva mnother glimpze inlo the
‘wild life, im the form of a Ramones T-shirt-md-jeopard-
tooth-meckiae-wearing, motorcyde-wheeling, mtipcaching
oasarvationid she calls the Humler. Together, they make a
pair of "lovely and tormented beasts” she writes—wild
lovers, one might zay Their affair, mevitably doomed, soom
takes cester siage. They separate, pme from afar through text
mezmagesand, reunited i his nalive Sweden, moose.
Thizbook would have beea alll the better had M= La Cava
Tollowed her indinds fo wrile more om the marketwomen
of Kinshasa and les= on the bunky Hunter.

The mthor's journey eads, sans Huster, home
of the edible-ncst swifliel. Wovea with irmsiuceat srands
of swiftict saliva, edible bird's mests are a Chimese delicacy
that can purportedly awe whatever ails you, from bad sin
1o a weak Ebido. Ome of the world's most expensive foods,
the swiltld nest s mow the basis of a $S bilion mdwstry
hawking bird's sest gummy bears, bird's aest oofiee,
and biack-omvast-Savored, stem-cdl-repairing, wrinkle-
Sghling, mticascer bird's-sest cookies. lllnrﬂy,lle wild
swilllet popalation has collapsed, by nearly 99%, due fo

ling and the inzed-
m raim forests paim-oll plasiations Today, edible

vaaces made the delivery of
writtea mbrmation incianta-
neows. Hext fime you're walk-
ing down the srect chediing
cmai on your phose, be grate-
ful you don't have to instead
sam the sty for seaming
squadions of iscomimg postal
odds

Mr. Greene: i

bore a fourcest fird-cas
samp. The letters were ad-

“Chevrolef Simmers Daiy
Qreen Aoght =™

famed out of maszive comrete nedimg-
howze compounds imstead of the limesione caves where
wild seitictz once Socked.

What's the solufion to the disappearing wild? M= La Cerva
acks agaim and again. I'stoo Iate to tar back our owa
alimary dodks, she ackmowledges, for bamanily fo swrvive
o wild asparages aad moose. Yel, she wites, it's never
100 soom to begim "lovimg the wild back imto eddeace"—

ing value il o belcf akim tothe
eat it to save it* adage promoted by the Slow Food
movemest_ Aad therein Bes the cosundrum we mwst face:
By lovimg the wild, do we rick loving it o dealh?

M. Ferid is ihe aothor of “The One Troe Barbeore™
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s more children become
infected with Covid-19,
doctors are paying
closer attention to po-
tential long-term ef-
fects.

In adults, one of Covid’s most
troubling effects has been so-
called long-haul cases, in which
people whose illness initially
seemed moderate end up having
symptoms for months, sometimes
getting worse over time. Now as
doctors warn that children may be
more vulnerable to the virus than
initially believed, researchers are
looking more closely at longer-
term symptoms in kids, too.

Children now represent about
9% of all Covid-19 cases in the
U.S., up from 2% in March, accord-
ing to the most recent weekly re-
port issued from Children’s Hospi-
tal Association and the American
Academy of Pediatrics. The num-
ber of child Covid-19 cases has
doubled since July 9, totaling
406,109 as of Aug. 13, according to
cases reported from 49 states.

The majority of children experi-
ence mild illness or even no symp-
toms from Covid-19, doctors say.
But some are reporting symptoms
that persist for weeks, or the de-
velopment of post-viral syn-
dromes. Symptoms reported in-
clude fever, cough, headaches,
shortness of breath and gastroin-
testinal problems.

“It’s an important area for study
because certainly we're still learn-
ing a lot about the virus, particu-
larly about its impact on children,”
says Sean O’Leary, vice chair of

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

@ A Watch for Long-Term

Covid Symptoms in Kids

As child cases rise, doctors monitor for possible longer-term effects

the American Academy of Pediat-
rics Committee on Infectious Dis-
eases, who himself is experiencing
long-term symptoms from
Covid-19. “At least acutely it’s less
severe in children, but we also
need to understand whether there
are potentially consequences of
long-term effects.”

One challenge with tracking lon-
ger-term symptoms in children is
that testing has been inconsistent.
Covid-19 tests were difficult to get
for children in the early weeks of
the pandemic. The number of tests
done in children has increased
over the past five months, though
declined in recent weeks. So far,
discussion of children and Covid—
around school reopening, for in-
stance—has focused more on risks
for community transmission than
potential longer-term effects.

Matthew Kelly, an assistant pro-
fessor of pediatric infectious dis-
eases at Duke University Medical
Center, oversees a registry of more
than 400 children in North Caro-
lina who tested positive for Covid
or who had a close contact test
positive.

So far, children under age 14 ap-
pear to recover quickly and have
fewer symptoms, according to pre-
liminary results from the registry
published Saturday on the preprint
server medRxiv that haven’t yet
been reviewed by other researchers.

Patients 14 to 20 years old had a

range of symptoms similar to what
adults have experienced, with respi-
ratory and flu-like symptoms, such
as headache and muscle aches. And
‘while most teens had symptoms
that resolved in a week, 25% still
reported symptoms after 12 days,
and 10% still had symptoms after 17
days, such as cough, fever and
shortness of breath.

So far the main compli-
cation in children with
Covid is multisystem in-
flammatory syndrome
(MIS-C), a serious inflam-
matory syndrome where
different body parts—in-
cluding the heart and
brain—can become in-
flamed, causing a fever,
stomach pain, rash and
gastrointestinal symp-
toms. There have been at
least 570 cases of MIS-C,
according to the CDC. Children usu-
ally present with the syndrome two
to four weeks after having Covid-19
and are often hospitalized.

Dr. Kelly speculates that MIS-C
is likely the extreme end of a spec-
trum of post-infectious inflamma-
tory syndromes children may ex-
perience after Covid-19. “That’s the
severest form...but there seems to
be a larger group of children who
develop inflammatory illnesses
less severe than what is seen in
MIS-C,” says Dr. Kelly.

Gabriela Maron, an associate fac-

25

Percent of 14
to 20 year olds
in a Covid reg-
istry who still
had symptoms
after 12 days

ulty member in the infectious dis-
eases department at St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital in
Memphis, Tenn., and Ronald Dallas,
a clinical research scientist in the
infectious diseases department at
St. Jude’s, oversee and manage an-
other pediatric Covid-19 registry. So
far it includes about 4,000 cases of
children and adolescents under age
21 with lab-confirmed
Covid.

For most, symptoms
resolved on average
three days later. But be-
tween days eight and 28,
about 199 kids out of
roughly 2,500 whose
long-term information
has been entered were
still reporting symp-
toms.

Tania Dempsey is an in-
ternist and integrative
medicine doctor in Purchase, N.,
who specializes in autoimmune dis-
orders. She has a couple of teenage
patients who she has diagnosed
with mast cell activation syndrome,
a disorder of the immune system
that she believes was triggered by a
Covid-19 infection.

“I think it’s becoming clearer as
more kids are getting sick that
there’s a cohort of children whose
immune systems are going to react
inappropriately and set off an es-
calating degree of inflammation,”
says Dr. Dempsey.

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 | A1l
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Sources: American Academy of Pediatrics; Children's
Hospital Association

Mary Pflum Peterson, a writer
and television producer in New
York City, has had persistent
symptoms after being diagnosed
with Covid in March. Her son Ro-
man Peterson, 13, was diagnosed
with Covid in April based on his
symptoms and exposure to her,
Ms. Peterson said. Two of her
other children were also sick but
recovered within days.

Roman had a fever for four
weeks, chest pain, no appetite, a
sore throat, and severe headaches.
For months, he experienced a rac-
ing heartbeat. He’s feeling better
now, but he still gets periodic
headaches, has nausea, and gets
dizzy. “They’re really irritating
headaches,” he says. “I have them
like once every two or three days.”

“Could this cause long-term or
permanent damage? Nobody
knows yet,” says Ms. Peterson.
“It’s not as simplistic as some of
us want to think.”

Because cases in children are
rarer and tests have often been
conducted less frequently, they can
be difficult to untangle. Casey
Whiston-Hodnett says her 13-year-
old daughter, Joeyanna, first be-
came very sick in March and then
started to feel a little better in
May. She began regressing in June
and was hospitalized at Boston
Children’s Hospital in early July.

Joeyanna wasn’t able to get
tested for Covid until June—more
than three months after first get-
ting sick, which is generally too
late to detect the virus’ genetic
material. Esra Meidan, her pediat-
ric rheumatologist at Boston Chil-
dren’s, says antibody tests have
come up negative, but experts say
antibody tests can also have reli-
ability problems.

Dr. Meidan has diagnosed her
with several conditions that she
believes were triggered by two
separate viral infections, the first
of which may have been Covid-19.
One of the conditions is a neuro-
logical one called dysautonomia,
which occurs when the autonomic
nervous system is out of balance.
The condition can be triggered by
viruses and is being seen in many
adult Covid-19 patients with long-
term symptoms.

She’s lost more than 10 pounds
and can barely eat because of in-
tense stomach pain, says her mom.
“They’re telling me she’s going to
recover but you look at her and
you wonder how much longer?”

H
H
H

ANATOMY OF A WORKOUT
JEN MURPHY

How to Build
Strong and
Flexible
Shoulders

normal Major League Base-

ball season typically has 162

games, plus four to six weeks
of spring training.

“That’s a lot of throwing,” says
Andrea Hayden, the assistant
strength and conditioning coach
for the Minnesota Twins—and the
first woman to be a strength and
conditioning coach in Major
League Baseball. “And a lot of

wear and tear on the shoulders.”
Ms. Hayden thinks of the shoulder
as the knee of the upper body.

We tend to give our hamstrings
and quadriceps, the two main mus-
cle groups that stabilize and move
the knee joint, a lot of love in the
gym but neglect the muscles that
keep our shoulders healthy, she
says.

The shoulder is a ball-and-
socket joint. The ball-like head of
the humerus (the long bone of
your upper arm) is twice the size
of the shoulder socket it fits into,
making the joint mobile, but
also unstable.

The four muscles of the rotator
cuff help move and stabilize the
shoulder. Sports that involve re-
petitive overhead-throwing mo-
tions, like baseball and swimming,
and professions where the arms

are raised overhead such as hair
styling and construction, are at
risk of shoulder injuries. And if
you sit at a desk, building shoulder
strength can help undo the effects
of being in that hunched position,
says Ms. Hayden.

‘Working shoulder mobility and
strength also will make it easier to
perform everyday tasks like reach-
ing up for an item on a high shelf
or reaching down to tie your shoe.

Head online to WSJ.com to find
a six-exercise workout that in-
cludes one-arm prone trapezius
raises, banded pull aparts, banded
face pulls, forearm plank to dol-
phin pose, external rotation to wall
and plank shoulder taps to keep
your shoulders healthy, strong and
injury-free. Perform them as a
‘workout or add one or two to your
daily routine, she says.

The Exercise
One-Arm Prone Trapezius
Raise

Why: Sports like baseball, tennis
and volleyball rely heavily on the
ability to raise the arm overhead,
says Ms. Hayden, who demon-
strates this exercise in the images
above.

When the arm lifts overhead
the scapula, or shoulder blade,
needs to be able to move freely
around the rib cage. Pitchers tend
to lose their upward rotation over
the course of the season, says Ms.
Hayden.

Also, “inefficient movement
patterns can cause the average
person to have limited range of
motion,” she says.

This exercise trains the scapula
to upwardly rotate to allow the

arm to fully extend up and out
away from your body, pain free.

How: Lie face down on a bench or
the side of your bed with one arm
dangling down to the side.

Your chin can rest on the bench
or bed. Lift the arm upward and
outward to 45 degrees, parallel to
the ground, palm facing toward
your head.

At the top of the movement your
body should form a half of a Y-
shape. Slowly lower down. Repeat
8 to 10 times.

Options: Ms. Hayden says if you
add weight, keep it light, around
2.5 pounds.

“The idea is to create proper
movement patterning so the right
muscles are firing to perform the
movement,” she says.
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€he New York Times

Politicizing Science Will Cost Lives

-

Dr. Stephen Hahn of the F.D.A., which gave authorization to a Covid-19 therapy after complaints by President Trump.

The Food and Drug Administration is no stranger to politi-
cal interference. Special interests have played as much of a
role as actual data in the approval of questionable cancer
drugs and faulty medical devices for almost as long as the
agency has existed.

Yet the latest breach of principle by the ED.A. feels far
more perilous than earlier ones — in part because of the
number of lives and livelihoods at stake, but also because
it's part and parcel of a systematic undermining of the na-
tion’s premier scientific institutions.

On Sunday the agency granted an emergency author-
ization for the use of plasma from people with coronavirus
antibodies to treat Covid-19 patients, absent substantial evi-
dence that the treatment actually works or a definitive
sense of who might benefit from it.

Last week, regulators appeared to be holding off on au-
thorizing wider use of such “convalescent plasma,” owing to
scientists’ concerns about that lack of evidence. But after
President Trump complained bitterly about that delay, the
FED.A. decided to move forward.

In announcing the new decision, the president and his
team have vastly overstated the promise of convalescent
plasma, calling it a “major therapeutic breakthrough” and
claiming that it has been proven to “reduce mortality from
Covid by as much as 30 to 50 percent.” without explaining
that any such findings come with heavy caveats.

Dr. Stephen Hahn, the ED.A’s commissioner, went so
far as to suggest that the plasma therapy could save the
lives of 35 out of every 100 coronavirus patients who took it.
As STAT News reports, the number is much closer to three
to five out of every 100, and even that lower estimate is
questionable: The data came from an observational study,
not a rigorous clinical trial.

Dr. Hahn could have made a more honest case for au-
thorizing plasma therapy by simply pointing to the urgency
of the moment and the apparent safety of the treatment. The
administration could have helped resolve the questions
around convalescent plasma by arranging for more rigorous
clinical trials. That it instead chose egregious overselling of
its benefit is unconscionable, especially as an election nears.

This is hardly the first time the Trump administration
has sacrificed scientific integrity for the sake of political the-

ater. The president pressed the ED.A. to grant a similar au-
thorization to the malaria drugs chloroquine and hydroxy-
chloroquine, despite ample warning from scientists that the
drugs were not only unproven for the coronavirus but poten-
tially dangerous. That authorization was revoked in June,
after the drugs were linked to serious heart complications in
‘more than 100 patients, including at least 25 who died.

The administration also stripped the agency of its abil-
ity to regulate lab-developed diagnostic tests, a move that
‘may improve the supply of coronavirus diagnostics but will
also wreak havoc on countless patients suffering from other
serious conditions. Nearly from the start of the pandemic,
the president has sidelined, muzzled and disempowered the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, an agency with
perhaps the highest concentration of infectious disease ex-
pertise in the world.

To the administration’s supporters — indeed, to anyone
eager for coronavirus treatments — it may seem like a win
to eliminate roadblocks that keep tests, treatments and vac-
cines from entering the marketplace. But skipping science
now only costs more time, and potentially more lives, in the
long run.

What if convalescent plasma doesn’t work? What if it
does, but only on a specific subset of patients? What if it’s
good for some patients but actually dangerous for others?
Authorizing the therapy makes it all but impossible to an-
swer those questions, because patients who can get it from
their doctors are unlikely to sign up for a clinical trial.

Politicizing the regulatory process — tying the author-
ization and approval of treatments to political considera-
tions — undermines the entire system. On Saturday, the
president accused the ED.A. of deliberately thwarting the
development of a coronavirus vaccine in an effort to imperil
his re-election.

The agency’s latest moves show that it's susceptible to
such criticism. This makes it hard to trust that regulators
will do their jobs to fully and publicly vet any prospective
vaccines before allowing them on the market.

1f widespread vaccination is the key to victory over a
pandemic that has already cost more than 170,000 American
lives, injecting politics into medical science is dangerous
and potentially fatal.

MICHELLE GOLDBERG

New York's School Chaos Is Breaking Me

I'M WRITING THIS COLUMN at 4 a.m., be-
cause I can't sleep, again.

In New York City, where 1 live, in-per-
son school is supposed to start in just over
two weeks. Officially, my kids’ public ele-
mentary school has adopted one of those
logistically demented hybrid schedules, in
which students attend either Tuesday and
Thursday or Wednesday and Friday, plus
every other Monday. But parents haven't
been told their days yet, and despite the
insistence of Mayor Bill de Blasio, I'm in-
creasingly unsure the school will open at
all

There is widespread opposition to the
mayor’s plan among principals, including
the principal of my own kids’ school. The
teachers union is talking about striking.

“Its extremely unlikely that schools
will open on Sept. 9,” my city councilman,
Brad Lander, told me, though he said he
thinks there’s a slightly better-than-even
chance that they’ll open later this fall.

Until we actually know what's happen-
ing, it's impossible to make plans of any
sort. 'm lucky enough to have some op-
tions, even if they are all terrible. I can
move to the coronavirus hot spot where
my retired parents live and get their help.
Icangointo debt to get my kids nto learn-
ing pods, if I can find openings.

Yet when Ilie in bed struggling to figure
out how to balance physical risk, eco-
nomic sustainability and emotional well-
being, I can't make the equation work.
And if I can't do it, P'm not sure how par-
ents with far fewer resources are doing it
either.

A friend who works in chronically un-
derfunded city high schools pointed out
that privileged parentslike me are getting
ataste of something that other urban par-
entshave always gone through. No matter
what I do— no matter how much futile en-
ergy I'spend trying to think my way out of
this — an adequate public education is

now out of reach for my family, and 'm not
quite sure how to secure a private one. 'm
one of many relatively rich people experi-
encing what poor people experience all
the time — total abandonment by our gov-
ernment.

The abandonment starts, of course, at
the top, with a president who has refused
to take the necessary steps to get the pan-
demic under control. By blundering into

So this is how it feels to
be abandoned by your
government.

the debate over schools, issuing threats
and pressuring the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to change its
guidelines, the administration has de-
stroyed many people’s confidence that
schools can be reopened safely, even in
places like New York City that have very
low transmission rates.

Republican senators have abandoned
families by refusing to pass new funding
to allow schools to improve ventilation
and make other urgently required up-
grades. Gov. Andrew Cuomo has aban-
doned families by refusing to raise taxes
on the wealthy even as state budget cuts
could mean 9,000 teacher layoffs in the
city. The State Legislature has failed fam-
ilies by refusing to let the city borrow
money as a stopgap measure.

I nearly sobbed with relief when I
learned, on Monday, that the mayor and
schools chancellor had finally unveiled a
plan for outdoor classrooms — because
it's been so punishingly rare during this
pandemic for anyone with authority to use
it creatively on children’s behal. Yet, wel-
come as this plan is, it's impossible to un-

derstand why they made us wait all sum-
mer for it.

Recently I ran into an acquaintance, a
psychotherapist named Lesley Alderman,
who told me that among her patients,
those with young children were generally
struggling the most. “Parents with young
kids, they're tearing their hair out,” she
told me. Many of them, she said, “want
their kids desperately to go back to school,
and then there’s this kind of guilt: ‘Am I
selfish for wanting this? Am I putting my
kids in jeopardy? Are we putting the
teachers in jeopardy?””

These aren't dilemmas that individuals
should have to solve. “Why isn't the gov-
ernment, particularly here in New York
City, helping the schools, funding. the
schools properly, so that the schools can
be a safe place where their kids can go?”
asked Alderman. Though parents are
blaming themselves for not being able to
make their lives work, she said, “Someone
failed them.”

Alderman works on a sliding scale, so
her patients range from the middle class
to the affluent. Because, in this envi-
ronment, parents need a lot of money to
have even aminimally tolerable quality of
life, many whom she talks to feel both
newly envious of others and ashamed of
that envy. “They just feel like, all the sud-
den, what if Ive done my kids wrong?”
she says.

When safety and education are 5o pro-
foundly privatized, when even the meager
social supports America once offered to
families simply disappear, panic and self-
recrimination result. There are only two
ways out of pandemic-driven insecurity:
great personal wealth or a functioning
government.

Right now, many of us who'd thought we
were insulated from American precarity
are finding out just how frightening the
world can be when you don't have either.]

The Rush to Proclaim Covid Treatments

TO THE EDITOR:
Re “Stung by Trump, ED.A. Author-
izes Plasma Therapy” (front page,
Aug. 24):

President Trump has no scruples
about prematurely pronouncing the
efficacy of inadequately tested
Covid-19 treatments and vaccines.

By undermining the independent
authority of the Food and Drug
Administration and labeling the
federal agency as populated by
“deep state” operatives, all pan-
demic-oriented medical decisions
under his watch are suspect —
another norm shattered.

It couldn’t be clearer that our
lives and the lives of our loved ones
are meaningless when pitted
against his blind political ambition.
ANDREW MALEKOFF
LONG BEACH, N.Y.

TO THE EDITOR:

It now appears that our president
has managed to bully the Food and
Drug Administration into allowing
the use of plasma therapy to treat
coronavirus patients without the
proper double-blind studies to
prove its effectiveness and safety. It
seems that Donald Trump is play-
ing with American’s health the way
he plays golf: He cheats.

RICHARD GOLDMAN, SOLON, OHIO|

TO THE EDITOR:
It is shameful that the ED.A. caved
to political pressure to give this
emergency use authorization. The
Infectious Diseases Society of
America, reviewing the same data,
concluded that the utility of this
treatment is not yet clear.

Is the administration going to
exert this same pressure on the
ED.A. (which obviously caved)

Acrctic Oil Leases

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “U.S. Plans to Auction Oil
Leases as Arctic Protections End”
(news article, Aug. 18): Of all the
abhorrent acts in President
Trump’s “Little Shop of Horrors”
presidency, auctioning oil leases in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
in Alaska is among the worst.

‘We can fix the Postal Service; we
can change immigration and tax
laws; we can streamline our re-
sponse to Covid-19 based on sci-
ence. But once this pristine area is
overwhelmed with oil rigs, trucks
and human detritus, it is lost for-
ever. And oil is a fuel that we are
phasing out in order to save the
planet, so the only justification for
despoiling a national treasure for
future generations is so that a few
people can make a lot of money.

Sadly, this is the philosophical
essence of Mr. Trump’s reign. If we
are lucky, the process will not play
out quickly enough, and President
Joe Biden can shut it down. We can
hope!

CAROL KRAINES, DEERFIELD, ILL.

Justice for Lori Loughlin

TO THE EDITOR:
Re ““Full House’ Actress Gets Two
Months in College Admissions
Scandal” (news article, Aug. 22):
As an advocate for educational
justice and a prison abolitionist, T
can't say I'm thrilled with Lori
Loughlin’s jail sentence. Instead of
sending her to jail, the judge should
have sent her back to high school.
Actually doing the work required
to get into the University of South-
ern California — getting high
grades, participating in extracurric-
ulars and acing the SATs — would
give her better appreciation for
why her actions are not just illegal,
but also unethical.
KIMBERLY PROBOLUS
BREWSTER, MASS

Flight of the Trump Donors
TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Trump’s Campaign Coffers
Low on Big-Dollar Checks” (front
page, Aug. 17):

IS not surprising that million-
aire and billionaire donations to
President Trump’s re-election
campaign have tapered off. Yes, he
promised — and provided — bil-
lions in tax cuts for the wealthiest.

But the rich like to bet on the
winner. And even billionaires need
a competent government so they
don’t have to bury their relatives,
shut their businesses and suffer
losses when their employees and
customers are homebound.

Mangling public health and the
economy disproportionately devas-
tates poor families. Ultimately,
however, disdain for government
hurts us all.

AMY HANAUER, WASHINGTON

The writer is executive director of the
Institute on Taxation and Economic
Policy.

regarding emergency use author-
ization for a vaccine? Where is the
regard for the health of Americans?
Certainly not at the ED.A. or the
‘White House.

ALICE BARUCH, NEW YORK

The writer is an infectious disease
specialist.

TO THE EDITOR:
How interesting (and not surpris-
ing) that President Trump makes
an announcement late Sunday
afternoon about convalescent
plasma as a miracle drug to fight
the coronavirus. The president
makes it sound as if this is a major
breakthrough to save lives. Yet P'm
confused, because convalescent
plasma has been around for a while,
and it has been given to patients
with the virus, but there have been
doubts about how helpful it has
been.

As the Republican convention
begins, will each day this week
bring another “announcement”?

JENNIFER DORN, NEW YORK

TO THE EDITOR:

1 have two words for President
‘Trump and others in his adminis-
tration who are politicizing the
search for a Covid-19 vaccine and
treatments by cutting corners and
ignoring well-established approval
protocols: Remember thalidomide.

ROBERT S. CARROLL, STATEN ISLAND

TO THE EDITOR:

1 will not be vaccinated against the
Covid-19 virus until I have seen the
president and the first lady being
publicly vaccinated, proving that
they believe that the vaccine is safe
and effective, and that it has not
been produced in a hurried process
for political reasons.

LAURA M. WILBUR

SOUTHPORT, CONN.

The Risks if Biden Loses
TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Learning to Love Joe Biden”
(column, Aug. 16):

Jennifer Senior gives us a clear-
eyed mini-portrait of Joe Biden,
and then ends her piece with a
cleareyed question: If Joe Biden
doesn’t win, could we survive his
loss? Because I believe that the
survival of America as a democrat-
ic nation, and the survival of the
planet as ecologically sustainable,
will be at great risk if he loses, T
am working extremely hard for
him and Kamala Harris.

He wasn't my first, second or
even third choice in the primaries,
and I don’t “love” him. But if he is.
elected, I believe he will surround
himself with a top-flight group of
advisers, and an competent and
honest cabinet and administration
— which would be the exact oppo-
site of what we have been forced to
endure since Jan. 20, 2017.

1 will be able to take deep breaths
once again, knowing that while
mistakes will undoubtedly be made,
they will come from the best of,
rather than the most corrupt, inten-
tions.

RICHARD J. BRENNER
MILLER PLACE, N.Y.

Prisoners Who Fight Fires
TO THE EDITOR:

Re “A Wary California Released
Inmate Firefighters. Now, Fires
Rage” (front page, Aug. 23):

T grew up in Santa Cruz, and my
family and friends still live there. I
have also spent the last 20 years of
my life trying to end the war on
drugs and reduce the number of
people behind bars who shouldn’t
be there.

1 find it incredibly ironic and
hypocritical that California would
use and depend on the labor of
people behind bars, have them risk
their lives to put out fires, while
paying them a measly couple of
dollars. Not to mention that the
same people we depend on to fight
these fires, and others who are
incarcerated, are treated terribly
and inhumanely so much of the
other time.

1f we are happy to use their
skills when they are behind bars,
why not pay them a decent wage
and hire them now that they are
out of prison? There is no reason
to fly in firefighters from around
the world when people who are
currently or formerly incarcerated
have experience and are in Califor-
nia.

Paying a real salary to the incar-
cerated firefighters would be a
positive step to make up for the
exploitation of their work from
before. It would also be a win-win
both for them and the people of
California who need their skills to
help save their homes.

TONY NEWMAN, BROOKLYN
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Biden’s Loose
Lips Could
Sink Him

IF JOE BIDEN isn’t careful, Donald Trump
might have a new nickname for him:
“Shutdown Joe.” Or maybe, “Shut Down
Joe.” Those monikers came to mind after
the former vice president’s biggest blun-
der in the campaign thus far.

I'mreferring to Biden's comment, in his
interview last week with ABC’s David
Muir, that if scientists advised him to shut
down the country again to contain a win-
ter surge of Covid-19 and the flu, “I would
shut it down; I would listen to the scien-
tists.” It’s the sort of remark that surely
plays well with voters who already sup-
port him. It might even have notional ma-
jority support.

Butit doesn’t help Wllh the voters Biden

Janet Yellen and Jared Bernstein

T BECAME clear this summer that
public health measures across much
of the country were relaxed t0 soon
and without proper medical safe-

guards against the coronavirus. So now,

needs to avoid in swing dis-
tricts.

Few stories bring that reality into
sharper focus than Simon Romero’s re-
port in Monday’s Times on New Mexico's
neck-and-neck congressional race be-
tween first-term Democratic incumbent,
Rep. Xochitl Torres Small, and Yvette Her-
rell, her Republican challenger. New Mex-
ico has trended Democratic in recent
years, and a June poll had Biden with a
comfortable lead in the state.

But Romero reports red-hot anger in
the district over the restrictive coro-

Democracies elect
presidents to lead,
not to defer.

navirus policies of the Democratic gover-
nor, Michelle Lujan Grisham, that have
helped keep case counts low at a painful
economic price. There is “open defiance
by sheriffs, business owners and many
others of Ms. Lujan Grisham's policies.”
Turnout in the G.O.P. primary surged by
more than 40 percent over 2016, as against
a Democratic increase of 5 percent.

“The strategy of running hard to the
right by avowing loyalty to Mr. Trump
while blasting Democrats for problems
associated with the pandemic,” Romero
adds, “could be working for Ms. Herrell,
who lost the 2018 race by fewer than 4,000
votes.”

What's happening in Torres Smalls dis-
trict, which in 2016 went for Trump by a
10-point margin, isn't going to decide the
presidential race, even in New Mexico.
Butitoffers a taste of a powerful current of
anxiety and resentment that Trump has
positioned himself to exploit, and that — to
judge by his shutdown remark — Biden
doesn’t seem to grasp.

‘The anxiety is from people hanging on
by their fingernails (if they're still hang-
ing on at all) to jobs, businesses, liveli-
hoods and homes on account of a pan-
demic whose tollin lives and health can be
weighed against the costs of fighting it. In
the hierarchy of fears, what is Covid-19 to
ahealthy 35-year-old restaurateur next to
the prospect of losing everything except a
meager government check?

The resentment goes just as deep
among those who feel talked down to by
people whose own track record as experts
leaves something to be desired. Remen-
ber when (on Feb. 29) the surgeon general
tweeted, “Seriously people — STOP BUY-
ING MASKS”? Remember when the most
urgent national need was for more ventila-
tors — until those fears proved largely un-
founded? Remember the scientists who
hypocritically failed to abide by the sort of
strictures they demanded of the public?

None of this is a failure of science per se,
or an excuse for reckless personal behav-
for. It is certainly no justification for
‘Trump’s appalling management of the cri-
sis, particularly his failure to promote and
provide for adequate testing. But it is a
failure by people who claim to speak, with
unassailable authority, in the name of sci-
ence. And loose talk of nationwide shut-
downs plays into the fears of voters who
feel they have been both impoverished
and patronized.

The danger Biden now courts is
twofold. He is promising to hand over his
decision-making authority to unelected
people who, whatever their education, ex-
pertise or virtues, haven't gained the trust
of fence-sitting voters.

And he is proposing to resort to a strat-
egy that, as Wall Street Journal reporter
Greg Ip reported on Monday, is now being
viewed by some economists and even
health experts as “an overly blunt and
economically costly tool” that could have
been avoided in favor of “alternative strat-
egies that could slow the spread of the epi-
demic at much less cost”

Al of this creates a dangerous opening
for Trump. Voters won't necessarily turn
to Biden f they feel he will merely rubber-
stamp the same set of policies that they
wanted to avoid in the first place. Democ-
racies elect leaders to lead, not defer; to
occasionally buck conventional wisdom,
not parrot it.

Biden and his advisers may suppose
they're on a glide path to re-election
against a manifestly flawed and failed in-
cumbent. But they face an opponent who
fights best when he’s cornered, and who
will take the same ruthless political ad-
vantage of Biden's line that George W.
Bush's campaign did of John Kerry’s ca-
lamitous classic about the Iraq war, “I ac-
tually did vote for the $87 billion before I
voted against it The Hippocratic oath for
the Biden campaign should be, “First, do
no self-harm.”

The next time Biden is asked about
lockdowns, he might cite a line from John
F. Kennedy: “Scientists alone can estab-
lish the objectives of their research,” the
35th president said, “But society, in ex-
tending support to science, must take into
accountitsown needs” That’s aline to win
over a wavering voter. o

that American;
rely upon s retrenching. About 80 percent
of Americans live in places that are paus-
ing or dialing back reopening.

Yet the Senate left for its August recess
without a compromise plan on a coro-
navirus relief bill for states, cities, the un-
employed, businesses and the public
health system. If senators still fail to re-
solve stalled negotiations when they re-
turn after Labor Day, millions of needy
Americans will suffer — and the overall
economy could degrade from its current
slow rebound in growth tono growth atall.

Both monetary policy, which is the Fed-
eral Reserve’s job, and fiscal policy, the job
of the federal government, have comple-
mentary roles to play in supporting the
economy. (State governments can’t help
because their revenues are plummeting
and they are mandated to balance their
budgets, which require spending cuts and
layoffs and only add to the economy’s
woes.)

The economics of this moment are not
complicated: A self-sustaining recovery
cannot occur unless the virus is con-
trolled. It is true that after the first shut-
downs of March and April, the economy
did begin, in May and June, to pull itself
out of a deep, pandemic-induced hole,
thanks in part to generous federal unem-
ployment assistance that the Senate let
expire in July after negotiations between
Democrats and Republicans broke down.

Now, so-called real-time data show con-
sumer spending slowing overall and de-
teriorating conditions for low-income
households, who have become more anx-
ious about how they will pay for their rent
and their food. In a recent survey, 12 per-
cent of American adults, or 30 million, re-
ported that their household sometimes or
often didn’t have enough food in the past
week. (For Black and Latino households,
the share was about 21 percent.)

These numbers reflect the confluence of
at least three forces: acceleration of the
spread of the virus; expiration of the sup-
plemental federal unemployment bene-
fits; and the ending of various eviction
moratoriums. All three developments dis-
proportionately affect low-income people
and persons of color. And aside from the

It's the Senate’s

grave ethical questions raised by ending
crucial safeguards for the vulnerable,
such actions endanger the economy as a
whole.

The Federal Reserve has largely done
its job. By mid-March, it cut short-term in-
terestrates tozero, and all but promised to
keep them there for quite a long time. The
Fed also bought large quantities of gov-
ernment bonds and government-backed
mortgage securities to keep markets func-
tioning and to keep borrowing costs low.
These actions have pushed the 10-year
Treasury yield down to almost its lowest
level ever, which will spur more spending

The Fed has largely done

its job. Politicians are still
on vacation.

in crucial sectors like housing and auto-

In March, when the credit market, the
economy’s bloodstream, began toclog, the

Turn to Help
The Economy

WOODY HARRINGTON

‘money in their pockets.

Asits chair, Jerome Powell, has recently
stressed, the Fed has “lending powers, not
spending powers.” The Fed can't send out
checks to households, increase unemploy-
‘ment payments, stay evictions or provide
grants to small businesses on the verge of
shuttering. These are jobs for Congress
and for the Trump administration.

Until August, Congress had actually
been quite a strong partner to the Fed’s
work. The situation now — congressional
inaction in extending fiscal support — is
reminiscent of a similar period after the
last recession.

At the start of 2011, unemployment was
still elevated at just over 9 percent. The
Fed had lowered interest rates to around
zero. But Congress allowed fiscal support
to lapse, worried more about deficits than
all those still unemployed. The Fed chair
at the time, Ben Bernanke, summarized
the problem well when he said, “With fis-
cal and monetary policy working in oppo-
site directions, the recovery is weaker
than it otherwise would be.”

With inflation as low as it is, servicing
the debt required by the one-two punch of
aggressive monetary and fiscal policies is

Fed established emergency measures (0

flowing — to small
and large and to state and local govern-
ments. This forceful response cleared the
blockages.

Congress, however, cannot expect the
Fed to keep everything together on its
own.

When unemployment is exceptionally
high and inflation is historically low, as
they both are now, the economy needs
more fiscal spending to support hiring.
Monetary power sets the table and Con-
gress’s fiscal dollars bring in the diners.

In this way, they form a potent one-two
punch against stagnation. The Fed makes
sure the credit backdrop supports
‘growth; Congress and the president make
sure families and businesses have enough

relatively i

So why, then, are we back here again?
Why is Mr. Powell having to make the
same pleas to Congress that Mr. Bernanke
did and why is a Fed chair being ignored
again?

We weren't in the room, so we don’t
know exactly why congressional negotia-
tions broke down or what it will take for
them to restart. But we could not be more
confident that our economic prescription
i the right one. The Fed stepped up. Once
again, it’s Congress's turn, a

JANET YELLEN, a former chair of the Fed-
eral Reserve, is a distinguished fellow at
the Brookings Institution. JARED BERN-
STEIN is a senior fellow at the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities.

Enfold Yourself in Small Comforts

Margaret Renkl
NASHVILLE

HE scent of sun-dried sheets
fresh off the clothesline can com-
pletely change my state of mind.
Like the sense of well-being that

comes over me when a song from my
youth is playing on the radio, the smell of
line-dried sheets takes me home to Ala-
bama, back to a time when all my beloved
elders were still alive, still humming as
they shook out a wad of damp bedsheets
and pinned them to the line.

‘This summer I have repeatedly washed
not just our sheets but also our 20-year-
old matelassé coverlet, whose scalioped
edges are now beginning to fray. I have
washed the dust ruffle for possibly the
fist time in its entire existence. Once the
linens are reassembled, I crawl between
the sheets, breathe in, and feel the mus-
cles across the top of my back begin to
loosen. As my friend Serenity’s mother is
fond of saying, “There are very few prob-
lems in this world that putting clean
sheets on the bed won't improve, even if
just alittle bit.”

These daysit's truly just a lttle bit, even
when the clean sheets have been dried on
a clothesline in the bright summer sun.
Everyone I know is either suffering terri-
bly or terribly worried about someone
who is suffering. When will they ever find
work? What if they get sick at work and
can't afford to take time off? What if they
bring the virus home to the people they
love? How will they work and also home-
school their children? Will their parents
die of the virus? Will their parents die of
loneliness before they can die of the virus?

For months now, all my phone calls and
texts and emails have begun, “How are
you, really?” or “Howis. .. ?” Sometimes
I’'m the one who's asking and sometimes
I'm the one who's being asked, but every
exchange begins the same way.

Without even thinking about why, I en-
gage in useless compensation. Bringing a
few swallowtail caterpillars inside to save
them from the red wasps. Repotting eight
years’ worth of Mother’s Day orchids.
Buying mask after mask, as though this
color or this style or this pattern will
somehow protect me and those Ilove. Tam
getting through these days primarily by
way of magical thinking, and sheets bil-
lowing on a hot August wind are my talis-
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mans against fear and loss.

In June, after 25 years in this house, my
husband set to work on our 70-year-old
kitchen cabinets, chiseling out layers of
paint, planing and sanding warped edges.
When he was finished, the cabinet doors
would close all the way, and stay closed,
for the first time in decades. If you ask him
why he went to all this trouble, he has no
explanation beyond the obvious: For 25
years it needed to be done, and so he fi-
nally did it.

ButI think it’s more than that. I think he
was worrying about his lonesome father,
quarantined in an efficiency apartment,
and that's why he fixed those cupboard
doors. He was worrying about our oldest
son's pandemic wedding and our middle
Son's new job as an essential worker. He
was worrying about whether our young-
est son's university would make the inev-
itable decision to hold classes online be-
fore we had to sign a yearlong lease for an
apartment our son might never set foot in.
My husband can't control any of those

‘I now iron our masks’
and other tales of coping
in the pandemic era.

things, much less cure Covid-19, but he can
by God make the kitchen cabinets stop fly-
ing open and knocking us in the head
while we cook.

The other day, T posted a picture on
Facebook of our masks drying on the
clothesline. “At some point I'm going to
have to stop buying masks with flowers on
them,” I wrote. “I don’t know why I keep
thinking a new mask with flowers on it will
solve everything, but I keep thinking it
anyway.”

My friends began to chime in. “In case
you are wondering, ice cream doesn’t
seem to solve anything either, but I'm still
collecting data;” my friend Noni wrote. “
confess I have not picked up an iron in
years, but I now iron our masks each
week,” wrote Tina. “It’s important to get
the pleats just right. For some reason.”

We know the reason. In Margaret At-
wood’s 1969 debut novel, “The Edible
Woman,” a character named Duncan
copes with chaos by ironing: “I like flat-
tening things out, getting rid of the wrin-
Kles, it gives me something to do with my
hands;” he says.

A few days later I was still thinking
about Tina ironing those masks, so [ asked
what my Facebook friends are doing to
manage their own anxieties. When I

checked back a few hours later, there were
more than 100 comments, and every one
of them was a lesson, or at least a needed
reminder, for me.

My friends are giving themselves diffi-
cult and absorbing assignments: reading
classic novels, learning a new language or
working complicated puzzles. “I am doing
50 many puzzles because it feels good to
put something back together again;’ my
friend Erica wrote. They are throwing
themselves into the domestic arts: pre-
paring complex meals, learning to make
paper flowers and, yes, ironing. “I've been
ironing my pillowcases,” wrote Elizabeth.
“They feel so crisp and cool on my poor
menopausal cheeks.”

‘They are putting in a garden, in the sub-
urban backyard or on the city balcony.

PAUL KRUGMAN

QAnon Is
Trump’s Last,
Best Chance

LAST WEEK'S Democratic National Con-
vention was mainly about decency —
about portraying Joe Biden and his party
as good people who will do their best to
heal a nation afflicted by a pandemic and
a depression. There were plenty of dire
warnings about the threat of Trumpism;
there was frank acknowledgment of the
toll taken by disease and unemploy-
‘ment; but on the whole the message was
surprisingly upbeat.

This week’s Republican National Con-
vention, by contrast, however positive
its official theme, is going to be QAnon all
the way.

Idon’t mean that there will be featured
speeches claiming that Donald Trump is
protecting us from an imaginary cabal of
liberal pedophiles, although anything is
possible. But it's safe to predict that the
next few days will be filled with QAnon-
type warnings about terrible events that
aren't actually happening and evil con-
spiracies that don’t actually exist.

That has, after all, been Trump’s style
since the very first day of his presidency.

New presidents traditionally use their
inaugural addresses to deliver a mes-
sage of hope and unity, even in dark
times: “The only thing we have to fear is
fear itself”

Trump, however, offered a vision of
“American carnage,” in particular of in-
ner cities devastated by violent crime.
His rhetoric was ugly and had clear ra-
cial overtones, but it also had another
problem: it bore no relationship to reali-
ty. Trump took office in a nation whose
violent crime rate had been falling for
decades; our big cities were as safe as
they had ever been.

The same pattern of attempts to panic
Americans over nonexistent threats re-
curs throughout this administration. If
you get your information from adminis-
tration officials or Fox News, you proba-
bly believe that millions of undocument-
ed immigrants cast fraudulent votes,
even though actual voter fraud hardly
ever happens; that Black Lives Matter

The only thing he can
hope for is fear itself.

protests, which with some exceptions
have been remarkably nonviolent, have
turned major cities into smoking ruins;
and more.

Why this fixation on phantom men-
aces? There has always been a paranoid
style in American politics that sees sinis-
ter conspiracies behind social and cultur-
al change — a style going all the way
back tofear of Catholic immigrants in the
19th century. Those of us who remember
the 1990s know that QAnon-type conspir-
acy theories have been out there for dec-
ades; they've just become more visible
thanks to social media and a president
who attributes all his failures to the
machinations of the “deep state”

Beyond that, however, alot of the focus
onimaginary threats represents a defen-
sive response from people who repeat-
edly demonstrated, even before the coro-
navirus hit, that they have noidea how to
do policy, that is, to cope with real
threats.

After all, America on the day Trump
took office was no utopia. The overall
economy was doing well, with steady job
growth and falling unemployment —
trends that continued, with no visible
break, for the next three years. But parts
of the country suffered from persistent
economic weakness and low employ-
‘ment. Homicides were low, but “deaths of
despair” from drugs, suicide and alcohol
were rising sharply.

So a president who really cared about
American carnage would have had
plenty to work on.

But Trump never even tried. His re-
sponse, suchas it was, to regional decline
was a trade war that, on net, reduced
The rest of

They are feeding the birds and
the turtles, rescuing orphaned opossums,
walking in the woods. They are sitting on
the porch — just sitting there, listening. At
night they are going outside to look at the
stars.

They are taking care of others — adopt-
ing puppies and lonely neighbors, coach-
ing elderly aspiring writers via Zoom,
breaking their own rules against pets in
bed, taking the time to get to know their
US. Mail carriers. They are meeting
friends — outdoors and from a safe dis-
tance — and making a pact to talk about
anything but the coronavirus. They are
reveling in the slower pace of family life
and falling in love with their partners all
over again. My sister, who still lives in Ala-
bama, is sending boxes of Chilton County
peaches to faraway friends who have
never before experienced the taste of
heaven.

Tears welled up as I read their stories,
and by the time I'd reached the end, I was
openly weeping. It felt like nothing less
than a blessing, in this hurt and hurtful
time, to remember how creative human
beings can be, how tender and how kind.

We may be in the middle of a story
whose end we don’t know, or even
whether it will end, but we are not helpless
characters created and directed by an un-
seen novelist. We have the power, even in
this Age of Anxiety, to enfold ourselves in
small comforts, in tiny, joyful pleasures.

We can walk out into the dark and
look up at the sky. We can remind our-
selves that the universe is So much big-
ger than this fretful, feverish world, and
that it is still expanding. And still hlled
with stars.

MARGARET RENKL is a contributing opin-
ion writer and the author of the book
“Late Migrations: A Natural History of
Love and Loss.”

His economic policy was standard Re-
publican fare, focused on corporate tax
cuts that didn't even boost business in-
vestment. His only visible response to
the opioid crisis was a push to take away
health insurance from millions.

Then came Covid-19 — which, by the
way, has already killed far more Ameri-
cans than were murdered in the decade
that preceded Trump's inauguration.
And the administration's response, aside
from the occasional promotion of quack
remedies, has consisted of little but deni-
aland insistence that the whole thing will
miraculously go away.

Trump, in other words, can't devise
policies that respond to the nation’s actu-
al needs, nor is he willing to listen to
those who can. He won't even try. And at
some level both he and those around him
seem aware of his basic inadequacy for
the job of being president.

What he and they can do, however, is
conjure up imaginary threats that play
into his supporters’ prejudices, coupled
with conspiracy theories that resonate
with their fear and envy of know-it-all
“elites” QAnon s only the most ludicrous
example of this genre, all of which por-
trays Trump as the hero defending us
from invisible evil.

If all of this sounds crazy, thats be-
cause it is. And it’s almost certainly not a
political tactic that can win over a major-
ity of American voters. It might, howev-
er, scare enough people that, combined
with vote suppression and the unrepre-
sentative nature of the Electoral College,
‘Trump can manage, barely, to hang on to
power.

T don't think this desperate strategy is
going to work. But it’s all Trump has feft.
‘The only thing he can hope for is fear itself
— nameless, unreasoning, unjustified ter-
ror based on nothing real at all. =}
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‘WORDLY WISE
THOSE WHO KNOW, DO. THOSE THAT

UNDER

STAND, TEACH.

— ARISTOTLE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

IT TAKES TWO

Amid economic distress, farm sector provides hope. But broad-
based recovery will need urban economic activity to step up too

)

imply vishwas

Politics of belief is different from one based on factand

interest. It has an underlying cultural nihilism

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA

POLITICAL SCIENTIST NEELANJAN Sircat, in
animportant paper, “The Politics of Vishwas”
(Ca 'y South Asia, Volume 20,

VERTHEPASTmonthor:
Atwo-j Sales of tractors and heelers, proxies of rural de-
‘mand, appear indicating that the pickup i rural
area -which have borne the brunt
of the COVID- ruralre-
the healthy o the hich

from the lockdown restrictions. As per CARE Ratings, the agriculture, forestry and fishing
sectoris Ilkelyto grow by 3.5 per centinthe: ﬁrstquarteroflhe current financial year. Thls as
implies thatfor the first

Number 2),argued based on data that Indian
politics had decisively moved to a “politics
of vishwas". Voters prefer to centralise power
inacharismaticstrongleaderand they have
faith that whatever the leader does is good.
“This model s in contrast to the usual mod-
els of politics, where leaders are held ac-
countable on performance or because they
servea Coalmoll oflnterests

been published, the farm sector s likely to register positive growth even as the rest of the
economy (brring the government secor) contract.The st time the economy had con-

derlying this phenomenon. The faith i the
leaderis not merelyamaterially instrumen-

tracted was in 1979-80 by 5.2 per cent, but that year, agricultural GDP had al.
contraction.
of the farm:

on harvest—

tal faith; it underlying shift in
theideological preference fora Hindu nation,
an enuty that is untied and rises above the

the, heat

rabicropsat 151.72

e. Faithin

‘million tonnes, up 5.6 per cent from last year. Further

were 7 per cent above the long-term average as on August 21 — also bodes well for agricul-
ture. Total area under kharif coverage was up 9 per cent as compared to the previous year:
nghe)

farmers.
activity, NREGA (total out-
lay under the scheme has risen to a record high of Rs 1 lakh crore this year) also appears to

led this period, as observed in the CMIE

Aleaders deeply facilitated by nationalism:
‘The leader of
unity, will and purpose. Behind this phenom-
enon of producing vishwas is an extraordi-
nary machinery of communication, which
lterally deploys as many elementsinacom-
‘municative tool kit as there are feathers ina
dancing peacock: From the semiotic com-
‘mand of images to a saturation with mes-
sages; from good-old-fashioned hard-work-
ing party outreach to literal control of the

follow from this shift

in the underlying model of politics. The first
s an immunity to any accountability: You
can preside over poor economic perform-
ance,suffer amilitary setback, inflict suff

data. However, evenifitcontinues,i: the
other parts of th . The declining share of agriculture
omes —sec i forasi: i media.
impliesthat Three
of] rrecoveryin held ‘muted
issti crisisand losses.”
reail extent than before,

pace of revival ofthe broader rural economy. Ths in tur depends on the trajectory of the

ing through failed schemes like demoneti-
sation, and yet the trust does not decline. In
fact, it th

Itis pos-
sible that heightened risk aversion, self imposed restrictions, and localised lockdowns con-

actual performance. In the face of vishwas,

TEACHER’S DAY & NIGHT

Many teachers are using disruption of pandemic to come up
with solutions adapted to their environments, local needs
HE PANDEMIC HAS forced schoolin line, but the burden of digital
inequality has fallen on the great majority of children who do not have access
or the internet. But is there
virtual classrooms? Several creative teacher-led initiatives on the ground, re-

itis impossile topont out it India i in
hat ribe

asamilitary-fiscal crisis — bothin afiscaland
amilitary corner. The point about vishwas is
that fact, performance and interests are all
petty. The second prediction s that this pol-
itics requires the continual feeding of ethno-
nationalism, moving from one issue or one
enemy to the other. And three, it points to the
fact that vishwas s not just a political arte-
fact —ithas to be continually sustained by a
saturation of the mindspace and control of
media.

The lites, including India’s
most powerful, are latching
onto this vishwas because it
disguises their own failures.
They are not putting up with
Hindutva for growth,
sacrificing constitutional
liberties for economic
transformation. They are
putting up with it because
they have been exposed to
being a mediocre and corrupt
bourgeoisic, whose own
internal failures mean that
India is not on a pathway to
beinga high performer.

But what is it that enables this politics
of vishwas to function? Do we need a
deeper cultural excavation? Propaganda
plays a huge part, but that is not the entire
story. Itis a feature of societies run entirely
by propaganda that through coercion they

ated politically. But with no obvious social
base to latch on to, the politics of mobilisa-
tion becomes difficult.

So there is a disquieting possibility:
Politics has, to a greater extent than before,
become autonomous from economicor pre-

produce it the
cynicism in society is also apparent. The
bhakti is genuine. Another

existing social . It operates in
the realm of the imagination, and the rules

might be: There is no other alternative to
Modi. Given the state of opposition parties,
we acquire an investment in keeping faith
alive. We need someone to believe in after
all. There is a lot to this explanation. But it
also does not seem entirely satisfying. For
one thing, there can be a reverse cause and
effect here. The Opposition is spectacularly
inept. But it appears more hopeless than it
is because no matter what it does, what

ferent from the politics of fact and interest.
Thereis an underlying cultural nihilism that
makes this politics of fantasy possible.
Contrary to the rhetoric of the leader, a poli-
tics of vishwas is a sign of deep psychologi-
cal pessimism. For vishwas s necessary only
‘when you have lost complete confidence in
your own ability to make, remake the eco-
nomic and political world.

Theelites,including Ind smostpower—

facts it marshalls, what inct or
corruption the displays, the

ful,are’ latching

Leader'simage seems immune. The deeper
neuroses of the Opposition could be an ef-
fect, not just a cause of the fact that politics
isatadead end.

But more importantly, disenchantment
with the government can deeply express t-
selfeven in the absence of alternatives. It may
not politically manifestitselfin anational al-
ternative but historically, disenchantment
cansignala retreat to other forms of local re-
sistance, often mediated lhmugh caste, re-
gion,orevencl

They are not pllt—
ting up with Hindutva for growth, sacrific-
ing constitutional liberties for economic
transformation. They are putting up with it
because they have been exposed as being a
mediocre and corrupt bourgeoisie, whose
own internal failures mean that India is not
ona pathway to being high performer.
tronically, when there i a lot of political
and economic criticism of a government, it
displays a greater optimism. The criticism s
in the name of wanting to do better. When
there is no but

about isnot justashift to Hindu

justvishwas, it

nationalism. It is also that the conventional
social bases of mobilisation have dissipated.
Thelogicof caste mobilisation nowisnotthe
logicof agglomeration, buildingbigger coali-
tion blocks; it is the logic of

we are believing for the sake ofbellevmg

But, perhaps, there is an aesthetic allure.
After a, the virtue of our current politics of
vishwas s that it is not tied to any moral
ideals.

and internal o

politicsof

long as the central government does not do
anything to provoke a confrontation on re-
gional lines, the politics of regionalism can
be domesticated. And class, agrarian or
labour, has not been, for a variety of reasons,
the source of political resistance for a while.

Allo
‘grudges, rancour, plejudlces the thrill of
combat can be given free rein. We also par-
ticipate, not in making the world, but in the
construction of the leader’s image. And so,
as Adorno has noted in another context, the
“leader’s image gratifies the two-fold wish
" The

Inshort, justmob
ing an alternative at the national level, it is
also that polmcs has become too individu-

tosubmit!

greatest allure of vishwas is that you main-
tainitby simply believing. You don'tactually
havetod It 3

alised even for
erful. The Soclal basis of resistance,and rrans—

ly

lating discontentinto politi
diminished in power, and will have tobe cre-

The writer
‘The Indian Express

ported in this n itis not just.
take the las numualong

paper, ov-

forinstance,

sought to create a pandemic classroom that was inclusive. Like in many other sates, only

about30percentofichi cedforotherfac

and gender, it throws up a grim picture — as well as the possibility that children, especially
or imilarly

PAINTER AND THE POET

Pakistan’s Sadequain and Ahmad Faraz favoured closer ties with India

o=
SATINDER K LAMBAH

inSikkim, tovisitthemattheir
home for short lessons that ensure they do not fall off the learning grid. The local adminis-
tration of a village in Bastar, Chhattisgarh, h.

through Both the Sikkim and poi
y " ; onsinnew .
tothe COVID-19 challenge.

Few they might be, but th les are a glimmer of hope in an edi tem

that stifles creativity tudents. Tt

THE POSTHUMOUS NISHAN-I-IMTIAZ for
Sadequain and Ahmad Faraz revived my
memories of these legends, who | got to
know during my two postings in Pakistan.
Sadequain (1930-1987), born in Amroha, is
considered one of Pakistan's most famous

the commitment-lss,undertrained government school teacherasa lazystereonype.The

Inarecentarticle
commemorating his 90th birth anniversary,

factis that
ponsi

their needs than they credit for. Many
of the pai to come up that adapted to their and local
needs —and placed the concerns of children who might be left behind at the centre, with-
out being told to by govemmenl circulars. Some used the unava\lablllty of textbooks and

the four gifted names in the field of art and
culture in Pakistan.

I met Sadequain, shortly after my arrival
in Islamabad in 1978 on my first posting to
Pakistan, at the house of a common friend,

foramoreinc Thecri- Naeem Jaan. My initial introduction to hisart
sis of the pandemic must be used, therefore, not to ram through the chimera of futuristic was through the boldly exhibited paintings
tect Itmust be used the teacherwithgenuine  of four icting

autonomy and suppol

Berlinale's decision not to have separate awards for male and
female actors is enormously welcome
de-

issimple: Aclass
againstis given

HEREISAcliché that. TOS
fence — “sep equal”.Thelogic
thatis historically, i i

on the glass panels of Naeem Jaan's living
room doors. This amacted more attention
because of

black stripes across the body of each figure.
These stripes were the contribution of the
lady of the house, who felt that with three
growing daughters there was a need to
‘maintain an element of decorum. Our friend-
ship grew over the next four years of my
tenure.

On one occasion he sought my help for
hisvisittoIndia, where he was taking partin
an exhibition. His request was three-| fold A

its own, special slot, which both overtly and tacitly endorses it as being less
than the mainstream. For some years now, this logic has been challenged across indus-
trieswhenitce r.In cinema, both male and female te referred to

the Indian government should pay for ms

, was at times,
referred to as M F Hussain
of Pakistan. On a visit to
Karachi, when told of this,
Hussain responded he
would like to be called
Sadequain of India.
Sadequain told me this was
the best compliment paid to
him.

train fare from Delhito Amroha, and that the
PWD Guest House should be reserved for
him although he would not stay there. The

He was jailed and exiled on different occa-
sions. Mahinder Singh Bedi Sahar, the Indian
Urdu poet, was a common link between us.

airticket for between
Delhiand Islamabad would be taken care of
by himself. Each request stemmed from his
childhood memories. By being

Duringmy first Bedimade
several visits to attend literary events.
According to Faraz, Bedi treated him like a
son. Duringour disc

PWD Guesthouse, where as a child he was
prevented from playing as he was told only
important people lived there, he wanted to
exibit to the people of his birthplace, rela-
tives and friends, his new standing. On re-
turn, he thanked me for fulfilling all his
wishes but added he had a major regret. He
had been invited for an early moming meet-

lish a book on the selected works of
Mahinder Singh Bedi emerged. After Benazir
Bhutto came to power, Faraz was appointed
chairman of the Government Publishing
House. In my foreword to the book, it was
mentioned that this book was only possible
due to his determined efforts.

My last meeting with Ahmad Faraz was

ing by PM Indira Gandhi, but.
pher

atmy
end and recil 'his Urdu couplets to

‘with the PM could not be taken.

Sadequain, afrequentvisitor to our house
in Islamabad, made a portrait of my wife,
‘which has since travelled with us to all our
postings. I was told by an art critic that
Sadequain had made very few portraits.
Sadequain was, at times, referred to as the M
F Hussain of Pakistan. On a visit to Karachi,
when told of this, Hussain responded he
‘would like to be called Sadequain of India.

the delighted guests. One of these, which he
«composed on the spot, mentioned that1was
bornadecade after him, but the cities of our
birth,

KDhal and Peshawar, were only 50 miles
apart

Detel ‘mined and strong-willed with clear
cutlikesand dislikes, Sadequain and Ahmad
Faraz took pride in their artistic achieve-
ments. Bothwere |n favour of increased con-

compli-
ment paid to him.

Ahmad Faraz (1931-2008), amongst the
most famous Urdu poets of Pakistan, was a

tac artand culture.

The writer was High Commissioner of India
to Pakistan(1992-1995) and Special Envoy of

fierce critic of

of India (2005-2014)

as“actors” and yet, categorie:
—best actor and best actress. The decision by the organisers of the Berlin Film Festival to
nolonger have separate awards for male and female actors is enormously welcome.
honour actors has b given that there
are more substantial pms for menin films across the board, fewer women arelikely to
be awarded. Thi i i attempting
to address it systemically. Imagine if the response to #Oscarssowhuc — ahashtag and
movement that called out the Academy Awards for their lack of racial diversity — had
been to institute a different category for non-White film-makers.

In fact, few other honours and awards for intellectual and artistic pursuits are segre-
gated along gender lines. Both Arundhati Roy and Salman Rushdie have received the
Booker Prize — hers was not for a “woman writer”. The Pulitzer prize is gender neutral
asaremost: d grant: i inema,
pay scales for male act justified by that they draw’ buggerauduences,
But an award is not a recognition of commercial viability. Now that Berlinale, the largest
film festival in the world, has decided that the judgements about acting and film-mak-
ing should not be gender- other: suit.

[

Adefence for

ill follo

AuGUST 26,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

OPTIMISM ON ASSAM

ANEW INITIATIVE to break the impasse on
the Assam issue will be taken by Union
Home Minister Zail Singh in the next three
or four days. The fresh move to restart the
deadlocked negotiation will be made both
at the political and administrative levels,
sources in the Congress said. This has
emerged after the Home Minister's meet-
ings with Manipur Chief Minister R K
Dorendra Singh and Congress | functionar-
ies of Assam in the past few days. Sources
said Dorendra Singh met Zail Singh again
today who requested him to be in com-
mand in handling talks with the agitators.

STATUS QUO ON SINDRI

THE SUPREME COURT today ordered that
the property of the Sindri Fertiliser Factory
should not be dismantled or disposed of

Minister Arjun Singh in the Vidhan Sabha
in regard to thealleged “indiscriminate” use
of astate plane and a helicopter during the
President’s Rule in the state. He has ex-

and status quo should be This
followed a writ petition filed by the employ-
ees of the factory who alleged that the
whole public sector unitworth Rs 51 crore
had been sold this year to a Calcutta scrap
dealer for Rs 4 crore.

SETHI OBJECTS

THE UNION HOUSING Ministry P C Sethi
has taken a strong exception to written
replies by the Madhya Pradesh Chief

New Delhi

plained inwhich he used
the state plane and helicopter and said he
was pained to see that the full facts were
not brought before the Vidhan Sabha.

EXTREMISTS REPELLED
BANGLADESH RIFLES PUSHED back to
Tripura area a gang of about 12 Tripura
Upajati Juba Samiti extremists who had
crossed into Bangladesh in “search of arms”,
according to an official source.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“[Biden] has tried to be his party’s candidate for president of the United States
twice before. The third time he was lucky, and the Democrats were fortunate

too, in that, by accident as well as d

defeating Donald Trump in November.”

esign, he is probably their best hope of
—THEINDEPENDENT

Their Kamala, not ours

A majoritarian democracy could not have produced a Kamala Harris

president on the Democratic ticket in the US
presidential elections has sentIndiaintorap-
tures. Indians, Tamils, Tamil ins, ev
AIADMK party men, have gone wild with joy.
Intheirbook, she has won already. Chitthis of
theworldare ecstaticatbeing under the pot-
light. Soon, even the Beasant Nagar A-block
Residents Welfare Association may passares-
olution that all ex-residents of this south
Chennaineighbourhood, now in the U, must
stand with her.

The TINA delusion

PM Modi's success owes to his striking
achord with people, not because
there isn't anyone to challenge him

BJP. In 2013 and 2018, “alternatives” were
seeneveninModi's own party. Therefore, if
any Modi basher s telling you, Modi suc-
ceeds because there s no alternative to
Modi, they are obviously lying and being
delusional.

‘The truth s, all alternatives were tried,
propped none cutice

ANUPAM KHER

with the voters. They have time and again
reposed faithinModi, who they seeasade-
-Evel

I HAVE BEEN in India for the past five
months, writing extensively — a book on

alternauve to Modi has failed because none
of them can serve like him. In the last six
years, he has delivered on the largest

COVIDi:
ingfilm projects, spending quality time with
myself and sometimes with my mother
(Kirronji being in Chandigarh). I have also
been reflecting on various subjects. That I
am passionate and outspoken about mat-

y
of India. The Jan Dhan Yojana got 40 crore
citizens not only bank accounts but also a
leak-proof way of getting due assistance
from the state. Ayushman Bharat, PM-
[(ISAN Atal Pension Yojana, PM Fasal Bima

entimentis of pridein
“our gitl”. Even the strategic community be-
lieves sheis going to be “good for India”, for
H1B visas, for trade, and generally for India-
USrelations, nevermind that theelectionsare
still ahead. As for Joe Biden, the presidential
candidate, he is a footnote in all the debate
about Harris and her Indian family.
‘Whatwillcertainly not bediscussed atall,

tomyc

Among the many topics, the one thal has

Yoj. hsocial security
schemesgaveasafetynetforrhepuorestof

caughtmy -
cess Of[’nme Minister Narendra Modi.

Is it destiny? Or hard work? Is it about

faci Y Opp
arguments,

2019, 27 Muslim members were elected tothe
LokSabha,4.97; pe) (emofmeml 543 elected.

or as much, are the home truths about India
that Senator Harris’s nomination and her ex-
traordinary journey serve to highlight. For one,
amajoritarian democra(y like the one India

TheBJF ju All
of them lost. The 16th Lok Sabha had 23
Muslims.Noneof them werefrom the BIP The
party, the political vehicle of Hindutva and

Hindu has fielded a total of

produced aKamala Hams.
‘Asawoman,and amemberofaracialand
ethnic minority in the US, Harris's rise to the

20 candidates over the last 40 years and only
three of them have won (ChristopherJaffrelot
andGllles Verniers, IE, July 30,2018). Asof date,

toplevelsofth
BarackObama’s, was possible because of asys-
tem that recognises and accepts diversity.
‘True, the recent protests in the United States

the24 16Muslims,
0r6.6 percent.Non-Hindutvapolitical parties
are also increasingly fielding fewer Muslim
mndldareszsmeyplaycatchupwllh(heB]P

fault

Senator Harris's |

line is not just alive, it has grown wider and
deeper in many respects. But the country's
democratic instincts run deep too. What has
alsobeen evident over the last few months is
an acute awareness about the dangers of

po-

herdad,a hlackjamalcan both forE!gners in

CR Sasikumar

includes changing the rules

‘which  will touch upon before sharing my
views.
PM Modi's critics — they like to call
i havebeei

graphic change. Kamala Harris, on the other
‘hand, is the Otherand represents the othered,
identifying herself primarily asablack person,
somuch that few in the US knew she was half-
Indian until last year.

Her nomination speaks to the recent Black
Lives Matter campaign. Despite the divide be-
tween black and brown in the US, the partic-
ipation of Indians in the protests over George
Floyd's murder by a policeman was a devel-
opmentnoted forits potential for blurring the
constructed political separateness of the two.

consistent on one thing, They have spun
tales about him, used all sorts of adjectives
todescribe him.

OnOctober7,2001,when Modi first took

ckonand

from sliding into poverty. Ten crore toilets
‘were builtunder the Swachh Bharat Yojana
and eight-crore households were made
smoke-free by way of the Ujjwala Yojana.
Inthe last year alone, two crore households
have been given piped drinking water con-
nections —every householdinIndiaistobe
given the same by 2024.

Under Modi, the corridors of power no
longer reek of the stench of big-ticket cor-
ruption. Defence deals no longer feed the
monetary hunger of a select few dynasties.
Instead i

overas Gujarat ew was:
One year and he will be history. That was
soon pmved ‘wrong. Through hns tenure as

forces.
‘The same Modi who was once seenasa
mere CM onduct

™, |
— satrap at best — who had no takers out-
side his home state. In the winter of 2013
and spring of 2014, the project “Modiis un-
electable” reached its climax. The subse-

Inindia, neces-
sity to rein in lawlessness, never mind if the

quentsummer
ribly wrong, The years afterZOMwerespent

the US, met as partici the Civil
Rights Movement that was sweeping the
country in the 1950s and 1960s. Leave aside

the counter-factual that had they been de-
parti

respect
litical, i il atlIT-
ventits rise, and President Donald Trump's ~ Madraswaslastyearfor marchingwithothers
ownattempts to fanit. in the campus against the Citizenship

Blackpolitical isnotarar- Act, there would have been no

ity. Data on the Pew Research Centre site
shows that despite uneven progress, Black
political leadership in the US has risen over
the last 50 years, and is today at par with the
share of biacks in the population. In 2019,

the high-

Kamala Harris to celebrate from Chennai to
Delhi. Marriages between Indians and black
Americans are rare, frowned upon by Indian
parents. Mississippi Masala, the MiraNair film,
isnearly 30yearsold. Whileattitudes tointer-
racial marriages ac UShave

est number since 1965, comprising 12 per
centof the House — about the percentage of
blacks, the largest racial minority in the US,
whose share in the population is about 13.5

loosened much over thistime, amongIndians,
marriagetoablack person continuesobedis-
couraged and looked down upon by family
and community. To understand this, check

T cent.’ -
ators (including Harris) and no black gover-
nors,overall the trend is more representative
than less. This is the ecosystem in which

i asa polmuan

howblack ndia, not just
those whoself-identify as black, but also those
who are dark-skinned. Marrying a Dalit or a
Muslimis enough toset off group violence.

C is now so normalised in

herTamil Brah cestry, the comparison
to Harris’s political rise in the US has to be
with the shrinking space today for Muslim

and the lackof all kinds of

Indiathatall deem
itnecessary tohide theirbigotry,and eventhe
lynching of Muslim men i the name of Ram

itde-

diversity in non-political arenas as well.
Inindia, Muslims, who are the largest rei-
gious minority and form about 15 per cent of
the population, are comparable in size to the
black community in the US. But their political
representation has been sliding over the
decades,since the highest tally of 49 Muslim
Members of Parliament elected in 1980. In

served. Communal “othering” is so pervasive
that most Indians seem to have no problem
‘with the Centre’s use of authoritarian tactics,
including the longest internet ban in the
world, toroll out constitutional changes inthe
Muslim-majority Jammu&Kashmir, without
giving the people there a chance to express
themselves on these dramatic changes that

As awoman, and a member
of aracial and ethnic
minority in the US, Harris’s
rise to the top levels of the
American polity, like
President Barack Obama’s,
was possible because of a
system that recognises and
accepts diversity. True, the
recent protests in the United
States have demonstrated
that America’s oldest fault
line is not just alive, it has
grown wider and deeper in
many respects. But the
country’s democratic
instincts run deep too. What
has also been evident over
the last few months is an
acute awareness about the
dangers of white
supremacism, and the
institutional, political, media
and civil society pushback to
prevent its rise, and
President Donald Trump’s
own attempts to fan it.

foreign policy has demonstrated what an
“India First” foreign policy looks like.
Which of the so-called alternatives to
Modi offer such vast amounts of deliver-
ables? From seeing him celebrate Diwali
with flood victims in Kashmir, or with

convincin; hotherthat  troops on the border to seeing him touch
whokilled the Modiis a one-term Hadany thefeet ibal woman orasafai
lge  kar: ; from sceing him wield the
showered with flower petals. The UP chief mandate: again, they asked. men uuAl
mlmsterhas been seen to encourage “encoun- On May 23,2018, an oath-taking cere-
ters” hthedacoit Vikas mosureof  Modi. He trengths
Dy mont many ey were  ofthe 130 Whichotherleader
about so-called “encounter-specialists”, mak- the all ends of India's political spectrum,  thoughtofwritingtouchinglettersoremo-
ing heroes of them. hand in hand, together in letter and spirit. tional tweets to sportspersons, artists, cul-

In her speech accepting her
on August 19, Harris spoke about the “the
promise of equality, liberty, and justice for
all",and how her mother Shyamala Gopalan
had taught her two daughters “to be con-
scious and compassionate about the strug-
glesofall people. To believe public service is
anoble cause and the fight for justice is a
shared responsibility”.

She spoke of “a vision of our nation as a
Beloved Community — where all are wel-
come, no matter whatwe look like, where we
come from, orwhowe love. A country where
we may not agree on every detail, but we are
united by the fundamental belief that every
human beingis ofinfinite worth, deserving of
compassion, dignity and respect. A country
wherewelookout for one another, where we
rise and fall as one, where we face our chal-

i togeth

Mo, they avowed. Exactly a year later, on
May 23, 2019, Narendra Modi returned to
office with even more seats. (Onaside note,
the government in Karnataka did not last
long, tumbling due to the weight of its con-
tradictions a few months later.)

Since May 2019, the naysayers, cynics
and so-called Modi haters have taken toan-
other delusionary tablet — the TINA medi-
cine.

turalicons and
placein lakhs of householdsas just another
family member, with the people in good
and bad times.

Is there any alternative to such leader-
ship? lwould love to know.

My father often taught me: If you are
speaking the truth, you do not have to re-
member it. Today, Narendra Modi is the
longest serving administrative head com-

toall Heha

v, best i Opposition
today’”, “Only Modi can bring Modi down,”
they nowarge

of CMand PM for
total of almost 19years.NopreviousPMhas
held both positions cumulatively thatlong.
tion have not

Modi
grows the more delusional his critics be-
come. Democracy can never have one pole.
There will always be two or more poles,

comehisway becausethere were noalter-
natives” to him. It has come because Modi
has immersed himselfin his work. Political

however; one

lenges, p
Today...that country feels distant.”

She might as well have been referring to
India, whereanominationofapersonlike her
would have been swiftly as mi-

be. Thefactthat

alistof multiple candidates, represented by
multiple symbols,shows that democracy is
never short of alternatives.

have been
answered by more development. No won-
der, while Modi is implementing his vision
for aNew India, his haters are stuck where
they were two decades ago — confused

‘appeasement”and her party accused
of “minorityism’.

alternatives. Everyone has been kosher in-
cludingextremeleftsts,jihadists, failed dy-
nasts, anarchists,separatists, even those who

nirupama. ia.com

had earlier

Thewriterisan actor
andformer chairperson,
Film and Television Institute of India

Let’s not shut out the old

During pandemic, we must keep older people engaged, notisolate them

ARUN MAIRA

‘THE MOST VULNERABLE

COVID pandemic are the elderly. If mfected
their odds of survival are the lowest. When
shut away to save them from infection, they
arelikely tosuffer from neglect — from lack of
care for other ailments, and loneliness. The
pandemic has highlighted humanity’s
dilemma of what todo thh older people

and their families also liked having them
around. Grandparents kept an eye on the
house and the children when the parents
wenttowork. The arrangement was good for
the economy, and for society too, they felt.

1 asked what help they wanted from
HelpAge International. The minister asked

e

ine:
for COVID-19 before releasing them for pub-
licuse. The pandermic has revealed many fac-
tors that contribute to human well-being.
Lockdowns — a strong medicine to prevent
COVID-19 deaths — have harmed human
well-being in many ways, by other medical
problems that could not be attended to and

movement which the govern-
‘menthassupported formany years.OPAs op-
erate in all districts of the country. They are
adding younger members and transforming
themselvesintoInter-Generational Self-Help
Groups. They take responsibility for the most
vulnerable people in their communities —
most of whom are older people. They also

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ERROR CORRECTED

“This refers to the editorial, Perish and
publish (IE, August 25). The book is,
no doubt, an inflammatory piece of
propaganda. The Satanic Verses was
fiction, while this book claims to be
the “untold truth” -- and that makes
3 diference. Peaceful disapproval of
and online outcry over anything is a
right. The people are protesting

IDEAS

MADHUMEHRA

against the one-sidedness and obvi-
ous falsity of the book and its claims.
Fake news, as long as in the traditional
print or digital forms, is considered
immoral and unjust by all True, a pub-

Globally and over
s growing faster than other age groups. Life
spans are increasing with better healthcare,
hutrition and sanitation. In 2018, for the first
timein history, people aged 65 or above out-
numbered children, Children are our future,
no doubt. However, the changing shape of

ould w

nby poorer

that their solution ne for older
peopl n Zanziba and o kep drving the

InIndia, as else-
where, attention is focused every day on

facil-

i o put away oder pople?

COVID-19.The
othertragedies, though not counted, are visi-
blein heart rendingi i

the
Economist's account of what the pandemic

Acrosstherich nearly half
COVID- i

gling to find succour, and people denied
healthcare for other diseases.

How will fewer youn;

careof larger numbers o older personsfthe
atter no longer contribute to communities?

When the president of Zanzibar received
‘meas the Chairman of HelpAge International

care and nursing homes, even though less
than 1 per cent of people live in them.
Countries with fewer care homes have had
fewer COVID-19 deaths, all

What
isthat local systems solutions, developedand
implemented by communities, are necessary
tosolve complex problems. Communitiesun-

in201 Therights
of older people are enshrined in Zanzibar's
constitution. It directs the government to set

Olderp
years, not more years to their lfe. As well as
exposing fragile business models, the pan-

older
people. He wanted me to see the well-
equipped home the government ran. The

demic has the tension between
keeping old people safe and keeping them
well.“People should be the boss of their own
lives.Itis better tolive ina house thanaware-

peoplewouldatherstay vith i faics.

house,” says Bill Thomas, the American geri-

, who are distant from them.

CD]labm‘leDn on the ground has enabled
many communities to prevent the spread of
the pandemic, as well as taken care of other
needsof their members. InIndia, Kerala, with

ices and infrastructure for the benefit of the
‘whole community. They are “nodes” in net-
works of actors who know what is required
andwhocan, working together, improve serv-
ices foreveryone. The older members of these
groups are proving to be valuable assets for
the community. Moreover, because they are
active and they feel valued, they add more
good life to their remaining years.

Older people have an invaluable role to
play in our collective future. We must keep
older people engaged, not shut them out to
protect their bodies from the virus.
Unfortunately, the generic medicine of “phys-
ical distancing” to fight the pandemic has been
branded as “social distancing”. We need “so-
cial cohesion’’, not“social distancing’ incom-

to have done much better than other states.
Internationally, countries with strong local

and the president of [he Older Persons’
Association explained the President’s
dilemma. Both of them were

atric
mentfor the care of older persons,

Vietnam seems to! havesurvnved thepan-

munitie . tofight
this pandemicand alsoimprove human well-
being.

Mairais Chmmmn HelpAgelnmmﬂuunul

P
cribi icines. Indeed, thisis why

demicbetter than Onereason

is the strength of the OPA (Older Persons”

and author Why
the Workd Needs aNew Ethical Toolki

n ‘havea spine, but
whenitis wrong, it mustacceptit, for
itdoes not, beinga ub-

@®COVIDAND
THEHEART:
TSKLER

anexpress.com

pul
lisher, have a right to spread hatred
through misinformation.
‘Yusuf Ghazali, Patna

BILATERAL PROBLEM

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A finer
balance' (IE, August 25). Kashmir is a
bilateral issue between India and
Palistan, and this has been acknowl-
edged by almostall major powers, in-
cluding China. The idea of inviting any

CAGED BY CONTEMPT

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘An apol-
ogy will be contempt of my con-
science’ (IE, August 25). Prashant
Bhushan in his recent statement has
refused to apologise to the court. 1am
overwhelmed by his courageous de-
cision. The Supreme Court and high
courts are meant to act as guardians
of the Constitution and protectors of

third party to the Kashmir
issueis preposterous. The Tibetan di-
aspora call India their home away
from home. The Tibetan community
inexile and its leadership are an asset
to India’s strategic community and
betrayal would harm India’s interest.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

rights of the people.
Yet, when citizens express views and
opinions, the courts curb their right to
do so. Before punishing Bhushan, the
SCshould reconsider its decision. The
contempt jurisdiction should never be
used to bludgeon criticism.

Radhika Pansare, via email

New Delhi
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Indianeedsan upturn
intelecom datatariffs

After thedoublewhammy of a tariff war and a massiverevenue-sharing hill, theindustry

may haveno option but toraiseprices. For theeconomyssake, they must not gotoo high

stheviability of India'stelecom
industry takescentre stage,
theseemingly endlesstryst of
mobile phone userswith super-
cheap datatariffsmay benearing
an end. Sunil Bharti Mittal,
chairman of the country’s second-largest oper-
ator, Bharti Airtel, seemed to suggest asmuch
on Monday. Asreported, hedescribed the con-
sumption of 16 gigabytes (GB) of datafor just
3160 per month asatragedy. Hehad apoint.
Whilewirelessnetworksare costly to set up
andrun, nowhereelsein theworld doesagiga-
byte beamed acrosspinchitsrecipient so
lightly. According to aUK-based pricetracker,
IGBin Indiawasselling for lessthan 10 cents
thisFebruary, thelowest globally, followed
closely by Israel, Kyrgyzstan, Italy and
Ukraine. By contrast, thesame cost $8in the
US, $14inthe UK, and 60 centsin China.
Indian user chargeshave fallen about 70%
since November 2018, when our tariff war
intensified, the one set off by Reliance Jio's
2036 entry asapricewarrior out toturn voice
usersinto dataconsumers. It wasawar of attri-
tion, leaving several operatorsbadly strapped
for resources. And that too, just ashig money
wasneeded for network upgradation to keep
up with advancesin afield that formsthe sub-
stratum of amodern economy. If that wasn't
bad enough, aSupreme Court ruling last year
landed another whammy, forcing operatorsto
pay thegovernment huge sumson arecalcula-
tion of their past-year duesunder an old reve-
nue-sharing deal. Thebill for all thiswill have
tobeborneby consumers, ultimately.
Asignificant part of theindustry’swoescan
beattributed towhat lookslike an extractive
approach adopted by the Centre. Last October,

theapex court accepted thetelecom depart-
ment’s contention that telecom service pro-
vidershadto pay afraction of al their revenues
even from non-telecom sourcesaslicence fees
and spectrum charges. For years, they had
been payingonly what their licencesand air-
wavesenabled them to earn, and were sud-
denly slapped with demandstotalling about
X16trillion. Itwasnot just their own duesthat
weredemanded, it turned out, but also of
insolvent companiesthey had either acquired
or used theairwavesof. Whether or not bank-
ruptcy processeshad wiped the slate clean on
spectrum liabilitieshasbeen under legal dis-
pute, and the apex court isnow expected to
ruleon thematter. Itsverdict would determine
payoutsby Airtel, which usesairwavesallotted
to Aircel and Videocon, and Jio, which took
over some of Reliance Communications’.

With revenuesrestrained and operating
costsbloating, survival hasbeen difficult in
thismarket. Just three private playersareleft:
Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and Vodafone-lIdea.
Only thefirst two of these seemin aposition to
plough in theinvestmentsneeded torevitalize
telecom servicesin the country asnew tech-
nologiesemergethat promiseto empower us
in new ways. For thisfresh capital to pay
for itself, datatariffsmust start rising. Mittal
reckonsthat the average revenue per user
must hit X300 per month, almost twicethe
current level. Reduced rivalry in thearena,
however, must not tempt monopolistic pricing
into play. Nor must usersfind that what they're
paying for ismostly thin air. In acountry of
high price-sensitivity, what the state charges
for airwave usage should ideally be very low.
Ascommerce goesonline, such acost advan-
tage could brighten our economic prospects.

\Y4

Preparefor theirreversblerise
of non-profit activity everywhere

Thenon-profit sector deservesattention asitsrolein theeconomy looksset togrow dramatically

o,

iseditorial director, ‘Swarajya' magazine

helast quarter century, which

saw major economic crisesevery

fewyears, should be seen moreas
acrash of thediscipline of economics
than anything else. Thefuture we see
around ustellsusthat global socio-
political-economic realitieshave
changed, but economistsare still
wringing their handsin despair over
theimpending demise of freetrade and
theriseof protectionist policies. But
protectionism isn't aproblem, itisa

money tozombiefirms. Three, all the
material thingsneeded for human sur-
vival already exist in abundance. Itis
onlytheir distribution that isthe prob-
lem. Four, large partsof thereal output
of goodsand servicesaremovinginto
thenon-monetizable part of theecon-
oomy, and hence disappear from GDP.
Theproverbial homemaker economy,
wherereal servicesare provided with-
out showing upin GDPnumbers, is
now spreading beyond gender-based
distribution of paid and unpaid work.
Thelast point can easily be demon-
strated in theworld of media, where
thereisan organized sector with an
advertising-driven businessmodel. But
thismodel isunder attack from millions
of “free” publicationsand blogsthat
individualsand non-profit micro-com-
paniesproduce. According to oneesti-
mate, therearenow morethan 500 mil-

of thekind the NarendraModi govern-
ment isnow makingtofarmersand
female Jan Dhan account holders.
Someof these are camouflaged asloans,
‘which may soon go bad and need write-
offsand waivers If we are asking corpo-
ratesto compulsorily allot 2%of net
profitstosocial activities, again thisisa
freeincomeor servicesscheme. Zombie
firmsthat exist only because of cheap
liquidity arealso non-profitskept alive
for social and political reasons. The
market economy may cometo depend
on therapid expansion of such non-
government and zombiefirms.
Thismeansnon-profitswill becrucial
for social cohesion and harmony. Asa
corollary, governments need to make
thissector moreefficient and vibrant,
and asdeserving of deregulation asthe
mainstream corporate sector.
Thenumber of non-profitsisrising

lion blogsthat pr two
million postsdaily. Very lttle of thisfree
output isshowingupin GDP.Most large
mediahouseshave also become partial
non-profit organizations, as

they makemuch of their money from

because of
demand for public goodsand services. A
Central Bureau of Investigation survey
in205found thereweremorethan 3.1
million registered NGOs. Thecurrent
number could bearound 3.5million

emedy that
politicians have been eager to grasp,
whileunaccountable economic experts
offer no better solution than theend-
lessprinting of money. Economistsno

their cor
These observed factspoint usin one
direction: that the new global economy

Ofor every 400 citi-
zens. Most of them may be poorly run,
with someeven created for shady pur-

will rapidly polari; amarket
eeconomy dominated by firmsthat pro-
i and

- ing and vote-
buying. Since many NGOsexist only to

longer seemtol
realitiesengulfingus. anon-market economy that needsto
Inaworld wher I-f exist “work” and distribute

nanced technology isaddingmoreto
grossdomestic product (GDP)than
amost any other factor of produc(ion

incomesor goodsand services, amost
likenon-governmental organizations
(NGOs). Themarket economy isreliant

ter
truths: One, human s«llswm alwaysbe

on of vices
financed by profitsor wealth generated

trumped by machines.
jobsdepend on makmg human skills
compatible with what machinesand
computersalready domuch better.
Two, skill demand will beextremely
polarized, with high demand for super-

within.In wewill prob-
ably seeadramatic expansion of the
non-market economy, something that
free-tradersand globalizersdon’t seem
toseeasfactorsin their economic fore-
cass

s—preventing pollu-
tion or saving wildlife—their activities
could get in theway of profitable eco-
nomic processes. Despite the apparent
legitimacy of anti-pollution concerns,
theshort-term outcomes can beeco-
nomically negative—astheclosure of a
Serlite plantin Tamil Nadu shows.
However, thereislittle doubt that the
non-profit sector playsahugerolein
theeconomy. It needsbetter regulation,
enlightened leadership and greater pro-
fessionalisation todeliver healthy social
and emnumlc uuloom&swhen themar-

kills, and lo
and reasonably hlgh demand for easily

oday,
makework (I\keour rural emplayment

lear
our jobscrisis, and )

bution towork, from

liein lowering taxesor pi

ket economy i oitsjob. The
NGO—\za\on of economies
isirreversible. Weshould focuson
makingthem moreresponsible and

auniversal

payouts

10 DEARS 360

pr and lessobstructive.

JUST A TROUGGRT

If you exclude 50%of
thetalent pool,it’sno
wonder you find yourself
in awar for talent.

THERESA J. WHITMARSH

Umbrdlaentitiesfor digital paymentsareon their way

RAHUL MATTHAN

isapartner at Trilegal and also
hasapodcast by the name Ex
Machina. His Twitter handle is
@matthan

ast week, following on from a policy
paper that it had issued in January 2019,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
released adocument settingout theframe-

TheNPCl isat theepicentre of theexplosion
in digital payments in the country, and |
could not for thelifeof mefigureout why the
central bank wastryingtofixsomethingthat
wasnot broken.

But then, if you take acloser look at the
extent towhich NPCI hasinsinuated itself

is clear to me is that creating multiple
umbrellaentitiesisnot the answer to this

onebut multipleumbrellaentities.
Having said that, there would hecons&

problem, particularly amework
document alows Vor NUEs to eslabllsh

town. Any sort of monopoly r&m\!sm mar-
ket

into the digital payments you
may begin to get asense of what RBI might
be concerned about. Between lhe Unified

face (UP1), Pay-

workit
lishment of UEs) for

retail payments. Oncein place, these newly

ment Servi ’S), Aadhaar-enabled pay-
ments, Bharat BHIPay andall theother pay-

pi iented and if we have just one
can participaein umbr or, wewill never besureif
HowwillanNL transaction could be,
whenit inof orifthevariety of product

itsown inthe game?

And then there is the
question of whether the
trade-off is even worth it.
ReplicatingtheNPCl infra-

If we create a
standard-setting
body for digital

offerings available to us
could bebetter.

Theway | seeit, thereal
problemisthat theNPCl is
expected to both manage

If thisisthe real problem, one possible
solution might beto create aseparate and
independent standards-setting body that is
tasked with coming up with the protocols

equired tofoster
in the digital payments space. Thisishow
most successful digital infrastructure sys-
temswork. Taketheinternet, for example.
The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)
theinternet that
are then adopted by various layers of the

tofunction.
Al isthat

lar standards-setting body for digital pay-
mentsin India. Any new standard that this

authorized entitieswill be ableto operate | ment systems that it manages, 48%of all sruclurewwll require heavy thedigital du
their own clearing and settlement systems; | electronic retail the country especaly  payments, we  trvaswelascomeupwith
establish new gh the NPCl infrastructure. Itis | because thistime around, ' theframeworksnecessary
and develop innovative new payment sys- notanundersaement tosaythatwhenit | wewill needtoensurethat may be able tofoster When
temsthat enhance customer access,conve- | comes to payments, NPCl isthe fulcrum | al the participantsin one it had just asmall number
nience and safety. All NUEswill havetobe | around which everything digital revolves. | NUE can seamlessly inter- to fast-track  productsin its portfolio
Payments | That being Y Bl'sconcern | act with those in every X i (and far fewer market par-
Corporaionoflndia(NPCI‘ i somuch | other. hasit maybe innovation ticipants to manage), the

entity that currently managestheentirety of
retail payments in India—but, somewhat
surprisingly, would also be allowed to set
themselvesup asfor-profit entities and they
will themselves be able to participate in
RBI'spayment and settlement systems.

I had studied the policy paper when it was
issued last year and remember being sur-
prised that RBI was going down this path.

of the country’s payment system concen-
trated in oneentity.
But, surely, thereisnothing wrong with

technically possible to
makeeach umbrellaentity
interoperable with every other, doing so

NPCI was able to perform
both functionsefficiently.
Nowthat morethan haifof the country'sdig-

20p! by
the NPCI, but then it can be rolled out
ighout thedigital

Thiswill free up the National Payments.

Corporation of Indiatofocuson what it, and

only it, can do—make sure that the Indian

digital paymentssystem continuestowork
smoothly.

technical

havingall digital transactionsflowthrough | while still maintaining the security of the | ital payment ough its t
] at entity i uvvuu ingi isgoil i- | pipes, theeffort of just keepmglhesysem and independent standards-setting body,
tral. If the concern is technical, we could onitsabil- that thesystem asawhole
build sufficient redundancy into NPCI's Uflheaddmunad vegu\alnryburdmlhal RBI Itylode\lelop the protocolsand standards | inour country evolvesinthebest traditions
thereis | willt ,nowthat 1in | ofdigital infrastr
sector regulator will haveto managenot just thlsbonm sector. intheworld.

nosinglepoint of failureinthesystem. What



Important Editorials from Read To Succeed 26™ August

VIEWS

'WEDNESDAY, 26 AUGUST 2020
MUMBAI

13

MYy

Our corona crunchis quite unlike

\Y4

any other crisis inrecent times

Lower growth potential, a painfully slow recovery and the risk of hysteresis mean our response can't go by an old guidebook

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
is amember of the academic board of the
Meghnad Desai Academy of Economics

ndia has faced three big economic shocks this

century. The first one emanated from the

North Atlantic financial crisis at the end of

2008, to end asplendid economic boom. The

second one hit when Indian macroeconomic

imbalances were exposed after the US Federal
Reserve announced in the middle of 2013 that it
would gradually end its quantitative casing. We
are currently living through the third big shock, as
the covid pandemic has brought the entire world
toits knees.

Alook at key macroeconomic variable
as policy responses during these thre
instructive. Let us begin with the initial growth

s—in the last full fiscal year
crisis. The Indian economy grew at 9.3%in ﬁscal
vear2007-08, which was the third consccutive
year of near-d In
the fiscal yearended on 31 March 2013, economic
growth was more anaemic, at 5.46%. The recov-
ery from the 2008 shock had dissipated by then.
India entered the covid era with weak momen-
tum, thanks to almost eight consecutive quarters
of slowing growth. The government estimates
that the economy grew an insipid 4.2% in fiscal
2019-20.

The distribution of risks is different when it
comes to macroeconomic imbalances. Inflation
was cllmbmg before the 2008 crisis. The con-
sumer price index (CPD) for industrial workers
grew by 6.2%in August 2008. Inflation based on
the new national CPI was 9.63% in June 2013,

'd:v\ell
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South Koreans are turning their homes nto thei favourite vacation spots

Hawaii staycations get closer to the real thing
i i the famlly, like: olhchoulh Korcans

their favourite vacation spots. Now, Kim and Yoon's five-bedroom apartmentin
Yongincity, south of Seoul, isdecked out with poned palmsandrattan furniture,
bringing the breezy feel of
couple’sbedroom is meant to resemble a Bali rmn, while the living room hdshean
designed on the lines of Hawaii. Yoon and Kim's elaborate home makeover cost
them atleast 80 million won ($67,464). The couple runsa furniture business
Reuters

REUTERS.

Seok , his wife Kim Hy
ili Vietnamand Guam.

Aleafy neighbourhood could smarten you up

rowing
lowers levels ufdlffcult hehavu)ur a study hae found. The ana]y sis of more
than 600 childs their neigh-
bourhood raised their IQ score by an average of 2.6 points. The effect was seen in
bothricherand poorerareas. Thereisalready significant evidence that green spa-
but
research to examine 1Q. The cause is uncertain but may be lmked tolowerstress
levels, D oraquieter Q

{the lowr endofthe spec-

rum, Id make a bigdi the

The Guardian

A meteorite casts new Ilght onthe orlglns of life

A small rock found by in Ant;
life on earth, Nasa . Was

ameteorite now ca]led Asuka12236. The meteorite was formed in lhe ven early

stages of the sol yeven predate t. Assuch,

thebuilding hluckb oflife in our pl.meldry neighbourhood. Inside Asuka 12236,

of isin the next hesl-

preserved meteorite.called Pari
of nitrogen, carbon, hydrogen and oxygen which are used to develop proteins.
These come inboth left-handed and right-handed varieties, witha great proportion
ofleft-handed ones found in the metcorite.

The Independent

Has the world stopped caring about antiques?

and 6.58% in February 2020. India had a modest
current account deficit of 1.29% of gross domestic
product (GDP) in fiscal year 2007-08, thanks to
strong export growth. [t wasaslim 0.9% of GDP in
fiscal year 2019-20, though that is better explained
by weak domestic aggregate demand, rather than
strong exports. On this measure, 2012-13 was the
worst, with a massive current account deficit of
4.82% despite a slowing economy.

The terrible combination of slow growth, high
inflation and a large current account gap made the
rupee especially prone to attack in 2013, It fell from
5394 toa US dollarin carly May 2013 to 66.57 at
the end of August. It lost ground in 2008 as well—
from 43.79 at the end of August to 49.69 at the end
of December. This time around, till now, the rupee
has been stable thanks to a balance of payments
surplus. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) spent
almost $50 billion to defend the rupee in 2008 and
$16 billion in 2013, The central bank hasactually
added around $54 billion toits dollar reserves
since March 2020.

What about the monetary and fiscal policy

rate cuts because of the counter-cyclical monetary
policy it had pursued in the quarters before the
financial crisis. Interest rates had to be increased
by 75 basis pointsin the aftermath of the 2013
shock as part of a classic defence of the rupee. The
cumulative covid-erarate cutssince March have
equalled 115 basis points.

months deserves to be watched.

Whatare the lessons from all this? First, India
right now has limited policy space to deal with the
shockof the pandemic, but comfort on balance of
paymentsshould allow the country to takerisks.
Adecline in inflation in the coming months wil
helpas well

Aswith monetary policy, there
for fiscal action in 2008. The combined fiscal
deficitof the Union and state governments wasa
modest 4% of GDPat the end of fiscal 2007-08,
thanks (o risingtax revenues on the back of rapic
yelection
budget of February 2008, followed by the policy
response to deal with the crisis in the second halfof
the year, took the combined deficit all the way up
0 8.3% of GDP. There was minimal fiscal response
in 2013, because the failure to manage a timely
withdrawal of the 2008 stimulus had meant that
the government had little fiscal space, and the

Second, recoveries from the two previous crises
were relatively quick, and especially the recovery
from the 2008 shock. Yet, there were long-term
India’s potential growth to

by around two points
over the past decade. The recovery from the covid
shock will be much slower.

Itislikely that India’s economic output will not
goback toits pre-covid level till the fourth quarter
of fiscal 2021-22. A quick calculation, assuming
trend growth of 6%, shows that, over the next two
years, India could lose around $350 billion of extra
output because of the covid shock. Hysteresis
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How to pay for college the post-pandemic way

juniorat T

niversity lost hisj

awhen

the pandemic started. Now he sells instant ramen and CBD-infused baked

goods that he makes in his kitchen. A senior at Vassar had some i
X

ome from an

mlemehnp butit wasn'tenough orher famil ly secure. Soshe

started Vorkin i ing new

forcolleg About 70%h: peofjob, University
When itin the spri aboutathird of:

inflation

response’ Letus begin with monetary policy.

couldset in, especially if the country’s smpllal stock

dentslost theirjobs, according to Temple University's Hope Center for College,
Community and Justice. Many of them have had toget creative, takingadvantage
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India’s central bank cutits reporate byasizeable | way called for fiscal tightening. This time, Indiahas | is damaged by firm bankruptcies. The pol
1425 bdsl:pomtsmthe eight monthsafter the 2008 | entered the crisiswitha response thistime will thus have to be vexydxffer
crisis struck. RBI had the space to go in for large howitu ent from the textbook responses of 2008 and 2013.
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n India, as in many other countries, the
id-19 hashad adis-

GUEST

Act now on gender equality to support India’s recovery

than that ofmen, at 5.7%versus 3.1%,by our
estimates. In India, women’s share of job
losses, consideringonly the covid impacton
the industries in which they work, would

InIndia, policy and business

I ofadigital cconomy that grew uparound them while college was still a dre

torespond

mg priorities and trade offs. In the case of

proportionate effecton women. The pan-
demic has left them more

set
progressback on genderequality. anddam:
aged economies. How and when India
responds to this challenge will be a signifi-
cant factor in the country’s recovery from

are, respectively, chairman of

India'squest
for gender equality was stalling. Globally,
female participation in the labour force is
about two-thirds that of men. That number
had hardly changed between 2014:and 2019.
But, in India, where women made up just
20%ofthe workforce, going by data from the
International Labour Organization, there
bt in fomale Jabom-fi

McKinsey, Asia, and partner of
McKinsey Global Institute.

participation in that period. Against this

backdrop, covid-19 has been a gend.
gressive shock. Women'’s jobs and liveli-
hoods have been more vulnerable to the

is done to address gender i iti In

tion—a good starting point in India, given
inrecent \ ‘ears.

India, thiswould bea14%

gender-regressive scenario, or adding $7: /34

Policy
reducing the amount of unpaid work and
rebalancing it between men and wome:

rovi-
sion of childcare, and interventions to
address digital and financial inclusion.

y y
with efforts to change entrenched, wide-

women’
ety. Thisisaverydifficultand complex chal-
lenge that will require all stakeholders to
play a sustained part over the long term.
ticipation of women must also address
broader socictal aspects of genderinequal-
ity, such as safeguarding girls education,

tackling ‘women, and pro-
tecting maternal health, tonamea few.
The evidence is clear: What is good for
gender equality is also good for the econ-
omy. Thhwdstrueheﬁ)r 19, butitis

everin the

havebeen17%, but y urveys ough, recent resea billion to userunomym 2030.
suggestthat they actually account for 23%of | suggests that decisionsshouldbe easy. Th message
overall oblosses. Th Ourr assessed covid'simpacton | ontiming. Amiddle path
fdisrupted i gender equality in India afterthecrisishassubsided
‘There are several reasons, besides the | alongwith five other coun- = rather than
i it is i trice building on the COMprehensive thepotenualglobaloppor
tionate effect on women. A major factoris | McKinsey Global Insti- tunityb; il-
that coronavirus hassignificantlyincreased | tute's Power of Parity work research makes |t delay
funpaid i ing15 ual i amounts to three quarters
survey, covid-19 has increased by 30% the vors across 95 1€ amply clear ofthe GDPwe could poten-
time women in India spend on family | countries.Ineach country that what's tially lose to covid-19 this
Unsurprisingly,therefore, | we focused on, the differ- ear. Taking action now
women have d of the workfor ing acti good for gender would help make gender-
atahigherrate thanisexplained by market | now on gender equality . equality gains and drive
dynamics alone. and doingnothingissub-  parity is good The faster
Atitudes toward the role of women are | stantial. Ifnothingis done policymakersand business
alsoafactor. Over half tocounter for the economy  leaders push forit, the big-
World Values Survey in many South Asian | gender-regressiveimpact, gerthe social and economic
countri reed that men have a greater | global gross domestic henef‘u
right to a job than women when jobs are | product (GDP) in 2030 could be $1 trillion ipport
scarce—far higher than the one in six | lower than it would be if women's employ- | ity need tobe talored to mational contents,
i indeveloped | ment tracked that ofmen in each

countries. So is financial inclusion, with
reduced capital available to support the

pandemlc Globally, the covid-related job
womenisabout 1.8 ti i

prises that ften a path-
way towork forwomen.

By contrast, we estimate that achieving
oo eont et

par
by 2030 could lead to $13 trillion of incre-
mental global GDP by that year, an 11%

ll\ereare iedand can

of the pandemic. Our research shows that
time should not be lost pondering lhese

Our Power of I

found that 60% of th d from

issucs. P ow
ptimum moment for lndlaspohcy'

increasing gender equality came from
increasing women’s labour-force participa-

make gender equality areality.



