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Agriexports fell
by 1.8%in Jun qtr

Covid-19 hits exports of livestock and marine products
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: t they akso stand to lose as ivestock exports fel
ower exports of live-
stock and marine “"“""‘m“’":"”“m“’
products led the
decline in Indias :e‘mi
the June quarter of 2020-21,  oveeibies
according to an analysis of  Freshiruits and vepetabies
government data. Sugar
Exports of major farm
products were recorded at e pedss
143,894 crore between April  Uvestock products TV
ind tune s Gl oL B% from g
Theoveralldeclineinvalue  Jea
is despite 3 70% increase in
theexportafnon-basmatirice | Ut swdseeds
and a 61% increase in the
export of sugar. \
Higher exports of rice and | ministry. | productsfellby asteep 46%ta

sugar are likely to benefit
farmers, but they absostand to |
lose as livestock exports fell
by44% Lo 13,668 crore, while
marine exports fell by 16% to

| said on 18 August.

Export of farm commodi- | UL890 crore.
ties increased sharply by 23% | An analysis of the export
o 2 crore between | numbers for the June quarter
Marchand June, the minkstry | shows that the export value of
| cereals wentup by 19%, while

18,926 crore. “Even during the difficult | that of pulses and processed
Theoveralldeclineinfarm | time of the lockdown, India | fruitsand vegetables grew by
exports was expected due to | took care not to disturb the | 23%. Export of sugar
thecovid-19, world food sup- | increased by 61%, export of
demic,whichhit  Thedeclinewas ply chain and | other processed foodsand tes
global demand  despitea70%  continued to | fell by 16% and 28%, respec-
and  supply  jncreaseinthe  xport.”themin- | Iiwlﬂ. g i
chains. istry said. India has set itself an ambi-
However, the expart of non- It selected 3 | tioustarget of achieving $60
3 basmatirice and I3 . 4
numbers, com- 61% rise in the four-month | billion of farm exports by
puted by Mint 3 period of March | 2022, The Centre’s export
from data pub-  €XPOFtOfSUBAr 1 funeaciherel- | strategy focuses on catering

lished by the
Directorate Gen-
eral of Commercial Intelli-
gence and Statistics, and the
Agricultural and Processed
Food Prodi > Devel-

| exportsis probably becauseaf |

erence periodfor | 1o niche global markets of
inalysis, but the | wellness foods, development
in the value of | of ‘Brand India’ and an
emphasis on value addition.
India’s farm export basket
counts for just 215% of

differenc:

the exclusion of marine and |

opment \ulhunly are in

| global agricultural trade,

sharpcon
put out u, the agriculture

| of bullalo meat and marine

| according to the Economic
Survey.
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theloafhebaked, hossid:Th lously, and in just week
andnew Irsmuchsweeter sndmocerichthanthe | nated. However, it was 4 male, and male date

sourdough we are uwd u. palms don't produce muchand need to be mated
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Q2 to pave way for Hindalco's recovery: Birla

Tty t@ivemint com
MUNEAI

indalco Industries Lid
expectsitssecondquar-
ter perfoemance Lo pave
theway forarecovery, consid-
ering that all its aluminium
upstream| phllls.\n‘ operating
nearly at Alus

Y

it production is recovering
sapicly topre-covid levels, with

Aditya Birta group chairman
Kumar Mangaiom Birla. it
“The copper s

an track, Aditya Birla group
chaieman Kumar Mangalam
Birla told al the

ramping up to their opnm..l |

levels. At Noveli all plantsare

and taxes from the London
Metal Exch ME) prices.

spite the slump in Q1
)y\lsl domestic product (of the
, the activity

of downstream value-added
products scross businesses s
" Birlasaiid.

levels are g,mhu.llv normaliz-
ing. [ remain confident that
ndi: long-term growth
potential remains intact
despite the covid-19 setback”
Birla said.
“For Hindaloo, Lexpect Q210
| bebetter than QL Weshould be

“Your company will con-

opened/domricaded as per schedde menfcned. The detals and

2 nic.in. Pase
eswe to see these webstes for ary changeslamendments &

sheet through growth strate-
gies and generating positive
freecash flows. What continues
1o hurt the domestic alumin-
i arsd copper industry is!

cost imports. In respons
company is maintain
refentless focus on better effi-

lhe

| back 10 pre-covid levels in
H2FY21, hessid Bilasaid the
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| 500 %

annual general meeting,.

i are now
nunningat full capecity. All he

inNorth |

phants are operating at partial
capacity tomeet market condi-
tions. The export demand
remainsstableand continuesto
o(Ym the subdued domestic

Ameri

els” hesaid.

In FY20. Hindalco had |

delinked 80% of its consoli-

ina are now |
pullingat nearly, yu-umdlm» | pany

ture for Novelis for FY21, and
1,500 crore for Hindaleo's
&Jnlmmqnﬂlkmﬂwuun

ness,” hesaid. “All of our smelt-
ers continue Lo be in the fisst
quartile of the global cost
curve. Cash conservation and

| inFY21.
“On a broader level, our
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tiguidlity

will help us deliver sustained

performance despite the cur-
st toalyanvh
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MISCELLANEOUS BUILDINGS PACKAGE FOR
KHURJA SUPER THERMAL POWER PROJECT (2x660 MW)
LOCATED AT VILLAGE DUSHAHARA, TEHSIL KHURJA,
DISTT. BUL STATE OF UTTAR
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

(Domestic Compatitive Bidding)

#FB Number: 2020_THDC_500864 Oate: 02.09.2020
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1. | TDIHDDIM)WZ0-21, Wio Fark 42, 43
Park with two year manenance.
Which can be uploaoad by date 1709200 wn 500 oM.
Pro-qualficaton shall be opened /downioaded on dase 18.09.2020
al11.00AM.
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Big fund transfers may need bank visits

MUMBAYNEW CELHI

C ustomers who prefer o
transact and transfer
fundsontine under the
shadow of the coronavirus
pandemic may run into bank-
specific caps for high-value
transactions, prompting them
bank branches.

The cap on daily tranfers
lienits the rigk of people falling
peey tofraud The RBIsetsno

The

ap
via National Electronic Funds
Transfer (NEFT) and Real-
Time Gross I

the risk of

liquidity management. Banks |

preytofraud. ur

action limit of %10 lakh for

{RTGS), while payments via
Immediate Payment Service
(MPS) and Unified Payments

t2lakh

im-
its on their NEFT transactions
applicable on RTGS halidays
and oft-business hours since
X7 NEFT

and “lild\.nspuﬂ\\l\

facility.” said s.h.l Avoen,

1o cap the transaction amount
1o bower liquidity risl

“The RBI has given banks
the freedom to set their own

director.

State Bank of lm!lx lur |

instance, has a cap of 0 lakh
on RTGS while

| NEFT!
| “Our retail customers can
| transfer up to 2 maximum of
| 120 lakh ina day using both
mobile and internet banking
channels via RTGS, NEFT,
| IMPSand UPL,"said Jithesh P
deputy vice president and
digital, Federal Bank.

10 this limit on a daily basis.”
Adhil Shedty, chief execu-

or4, Nolds w.n Nage

o,
wwwnoldasisthontyontes

E-Tenders are imvited from eligible for the

any
Norme of ncw Macatanaous Buidings Packaos. Type of
Bidding : E.

Download : From 15:00 hes. -lbYImalC‘)lDZOIn 15.10 2020 upto

7500 bre. STy Receipt of Tochno-Commercial and Price Bida

15102020 upho 1500 . (IST): Date and Ti apening of
Fochno-Commrcinl Bids - 16,10 2020 upto 15:00 s {IST). Date and
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Praga Bhawon, 8y-Pass Rood. Progatpuram. Renkes - 248 201
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Awors Autiory of e Officars” lnsile invine bid eom i)

Tollowing jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shasl be openedidownloaded as par schedue mentoned. The
details ana condilions of al lenders ae avaiable on Nods
Authe
https; /lmnuu,up e, Merss onenre 1 %00 oss

“Fi ll A.llm Management Services ITIEMI:AI & lofl
Sarvices) for Alrports Authorky of Indle Offcers’ instiute, 6<
wlmau v mqumn.mmlm-nmmh
Esi Rs. 200 Lakhs (Par Annim), Lot cdatw for the|
bntcasonioMing) of s by 28, 1588 hewrs. The taodr
document mn relevant information |5 avallable oo I websio

,

HDFC Bank has a 125 lakh |
| mobile banking app. Ourcus- |

upper ceilingonthe NEFTand | upper limit. Kotak Mahindea
based on | Bankl beneficiary cap
hele ik and | ofts day trans-

y upper cap
limit of 110 lakh for ous ret

| tomers can do pa)n
| transfers including N

Live, 2 Work
itsvary dependingonthe cus- | | A} The above tenders can be uploaded by daled 24.08.2020
tomer segment, the tool used upto 5.00 PM. shall be cpenedidownioaded on dated
for transaction and the chan- 25.00.2020 a1 11 00AM
nel. “Some banks allow cus- | 'S Tiobno. | Name of Work Tender Amount.
tomers to transferasmuchas | | no, (in Lacs)
25 1akh. while athers restrict | I3 5aiGHMISIM | Instaliation of New poies for|  102.06
itto 10 lakh. Forinstance, ane (E&MEI |street lighting on 18 Mir
Lank limits NEFT transfer to 2020-21/ET | wide road in Sector-2, 34 4
12 lakh, but allows multiple Noida,
25 lakh or third-party trans- nder Work
e limit chosen by customens ™ | | B) The abave tenders can be upioadad by dated 17.09.2020
‘Further, banksalsogive cus- 500 PM. shall be openedidoanioaded an dated
pitacap 18.09.2020 a1 11:00AM
onthe transaction limit. S. | Job no. Name of Work Tender Amount
“A retail customer can | | Ne in Lacs)
transfer up to a maximum of TIGGMIRY |Internal Elactrical Wiorks for]  4316.02
120 lakh in 3 day using both S.M.(EAM)- | Adminisirative Office Buicing
mobile and internet banking WWET/ | atsector-96, Nokia
channels. Customers can 2020-21
alwaysisethebranchchannel | [737517,GMRY [HVAC. & Extemal Becrical]  3212.25
totransfer money beyond this 5 M.EAM)- | Works for Administrativol
limit. Ilum:m moumnpu INE.T. Office Buiding at Sector-36.
1, cor- 2020-21 | Noiga.

porate clients can set their

required limit without any

restrictions,” ssid Jithesh.
disha silivemint.com

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

N umzo-z'

T BENGAL
TRIBUTIO

o

e P (o e of O g LAV g § 0 030
fwa) s s poe

. 2R VP U o A1) mm!--n--n-mu

oo § J.10,04.90 o (ot of S gt & u.vm-».—mn
M

anan

v ot 4 1100 120 .. e Bt of St o emder
un_u.-:mmhn.n..-. Tader; 4113838t 1238 4|
Forder www whieddin wnd e sbove

seabatie o3
e O T 83 AT & 48

el




Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 11" sept

E
FRIDAY, Il SEPTEMBER 2020 A\NES g

NEW DELHI

9%

10

mint

isTocKPHOTO

models that are nimble, can pivot qmck
and survive the harsh covid-19 erd

Shweta Taneja

arlyMarch, Deepshika Kumar Anand
was in for a business shock. Her
startup Speakln, which arranged for
speakers for corporate events,
received several cancellations, bring-

ingbusi halt. “Events

there were nonew client queries and even cli-

ents who had asked for speakers, now wanted

refunds,” says Noida-based Anand. Within a

coupleofweeks, funds had dried up, even with

salary cutsfor
had worked so hard tobuild wasat risk of shut-
ting down, with no “return to normal”.

Alter few days of introspection, Anand was
backat her drawing board, refiguringan online
model for her offline one. “Leveraging our
expert network, we proposed online webinars

industry
consersations around busincsses in current
times,” she explains. As event management
companies still struggled to survive, by April,
Anand and her team successfully pivoted the
businessintoa learningplatform thatorganizes

webi- | act fast, adaptand turned her business focus who | ifyouarenimble. When rebusi- | ing leadi
narsaimed at corporates. Till date, Anandand | a Fpurpose.” hesays. that | livei i ness of taking orders for local kirana stores | To improve her business’s nimbleness and
her team have conducted more than 200 ses- i ici 1l flowing i i Il because of thelock- | survive, she put an end to remed spaces, and
ion: tincludes | thatthey never gcl I i rain- | down and no local supplies, they put their | instead headed to hotels to turn their unused
contentinmost Indi the | only ones thatwill survivein luduy sworld. | wearformonsoons. “Youdon'tstopafterclimb- | energy into a new pr “Thisis
way tobecomingarobust business. Survival the first s andtrainfor | ordering platform that allowed housingsocic- | a light asset model where we don't own the
‘Thoughthe pastfew years were uncertainfor | that your business sees another day, agrees | the next climband the dangers it represents.” | ties to order directly from large and small | inventory butonly marketand sll unused spa-
i ical disrupti Yukti Jhangiani Verma. Like saysVerma brands. Tl ceswithin th ” says Dhir. Movingtoa
covid-19 hasbroughtinaneed to pivotassoon | others, her rel.ul store based startup Kosha, sed Sumit Garg, kdown. “In hindsight hashelped Dhir make
aspossible. icisunli whichsold elfortravel- foundemeuxury Ride,a What it takes to it was a great strategy 0 | sure her business survivesin the newworld.
crisisof2002, where only lers, shut ddenly. ‘It feltlikeamountain | pre-owned luxury car sales N Py partner with brands who | Businessadaptability, believes Shyam Tha-
tor got affected, or even the financial crisisof | expedition with weather gone ba, food sup- | company, too, saw that his SUrvive any CrisiS:  could deliver bulk orders,” | kur, who runs Delhi-based food chain Momo
2008, where people had at least some idea of | pliesoveran with- d business  acceptreality,act  says Ashish  Kumar, ng,wessenua] Assalesfor his takeaway Him-
how (o deal with implosionoffinancial bubbles, | out the possibility toclimb uporreturtobase,” | model was at stake during fast, adapt and co-founder, Near.Store, | alay
says SouravMukherJl pmfessor(orgammuonal says Verma, a mountaineer at heart. Verma’s | the nationwide lockdown. s adap based in Mumbai. By June, spaces into cloud kitchens, which could be
behaviourand | and sales were at a standstill,but | Ratherthan wait, he tarted move into new the business had offerings | rented outto brandsand focused on the deliv-
atthe Indian Instituteof Banga- | even dup, therewas | to ramp up his online web- markets witha from 60-plus brands and | ery-onlymodel. The modelisdoingsowell that
lore. “Businesses are groping in the dark with | no sight of recovery as consumer demand in | siteand connected with cus- revenue grown 10 times. | Thakurisplanningon openingup15-20 cloud
our entire economy impacted,” he says. specialized apparel had dwindled. tomers. As the lockdown deep sense of “We adapted quickly as we | kitchensby the end of2020.“Youneed to focus
“Till February, Verma - | openedup, retail purpose were nimble and could put | your energies and adapt your business to suit
RELOOK, RETHINK, REINVENT ing up her retail outlets. By the end of March still stayed away from out- together anew line of busi- | your customerbest,” he says.
In these dark times, survival of businesses | she ditched all earlier plansand i lets. hybrid ness and launch it in a |~ Speakn's Anand agrees. Adaptability is an

busines
models. “Business resilience is the ability to
recover, rebuildand thriving duringacrisis,and

tooka U-turn,starting to become lean tosurvive
inthenew normal. "By May, had reduced our
inventory cost by 80%,

model: Customers could
viewallavailable carsin their ity and he would
andbuy.

the ability to do that " says Prot.

work u:.:mand

Mukherji. Throughout history,
that survive crisis like the 9/11 terrorist attacks
orwarshave had a hardwired sense of resilience:
intheir DNA, he explains. “They accept reality,

ked thewor to

theirvillages.”

Itworked, as by May, Garg'sonline businesssaw
anincrease in sales to 60% from 40%

Knowing that the lack of travel-related
demand might not emerge soon, Verma also

ADASH OF HELPS
Turna . Lo

s Kumar, adding
thata good balance of resilience and healthy
pessimism helps you in survivingin uncertain
markes.

Nimblenessis hard to achieve but helps you
survive, insists Srishti Dhir, founder Hub and
Oal,  premium co-working spaces compa
Dhirwasleftwithalotof d

essential part of bouncing back, quick and
eager. It was the fact that she moved fast and
changed her business model that she could sur-
vive. “The prompt response gave us first mover
advantage. Wewere even able tofind investors
for our new business model.”

We need to define who gets access to what type of data

« TECHFOR
GOOD

i !i SUSHANT KUMAR

Wiitetousat

businessoflifealivemint.com

xisting data governance policies are driven
E byamarket-centricapproach, based on the
conceptsof dataownership, and treat data as
property. This leads to concentration of profits
and power in the hands of a few tech players.
Moreover, the value of data remains trapped in
silos, which can otherwise be ut 0 make
incredible advancements, such as healthcare
break(hroughs

But there are three main areas that require a

toincenti i fonand bur
den, need fora policy framework for data trusts,
andadoptinga practical approach tovalue of data.

First, the committee should reconsider manda-
tory datasharing across all sectors, which will dis-
tort the business incentive structures, create a
first-mover disadvantage and raise the compli-
ance burden. The report proposes all “data busi-
nesses” above a certain unspecified threshold
must register and report their meta data on an
open platform. Any entity can request raw data
based on the publicly available declaration of meta
data. The proposed regulator can adjudicate and
make this data sharing mandatory.

Let's take an example of a startup that has
invested in drones to collect data about soil and
fan -
ces. Tt will need to report all its meta data on the

cpl: ew entrant can ask for

isTockeHoT0

focused the spotlight on the distortion of incen-
tives. In addition, regulatory burden is likely to

interest, through i fonproc- | costs of liabiliti has and
ess. For example, it scems tosuggest | privacy

that buses that ictrans- i |hcbas|sofFRAND (fair, reasonable
port! planning, atested methodol-

as part of licensing requirements. The UK's Bus

gy fnr datamarkets; theﬂandards, comparisons

Services Act of 2017 helped i this and

the country. Inaddition, legislation for portability
for data—similar to mobile number portability—
B et o

Hon's sketchy.
India’s goal of unlocking value of non-personal
data can benefit from transparent consultations

tion, withoutimposing high costs.
Second, the report introduces the coneepr, of

laws, role
of trusteeship, dm trusts, Comm\milie< and a

markets,

role, aLcounlablllly andlegal basisof such msulu
tions. T

cases. The intent to shift the Overton wmdo\v on

not aste

ate policyandtech framework for data rusts. These

steps can fast track creation of data trusts

solid foundation based on pmcm‘nl learnings.
Third, the valua-

Sushant Kumar is principal at Omidyar Network
India.

tion of data are mwnslslcnl and unnecessary. A

pemmld,ml,uvenume whl(_l\reledwdmduﬂ accesstoall the raw data for free, without making theneed What willwork, office life and E- E
reportin.July,h to datarequests. cificsectors il obviate the need fora datamar- | networking be
for |s]xkely|o upend the incentives for i Th | i ich canbe | ketplace. The report rightly post-covid, ~
tive harms C have arguah]y labelled this metbycrealingaboltom-up,narrowandwell-de- cal and empirical framework for value of data is mBmmeuOfL podeast
inAl ici I has* prop- | fined framework for hattype et, it TheW(lrklngllfeM\tzdbv E
diaat d erty” and rdata”. While some ofdataand why. Thi i creation ofa digital di afair | Rashmi Me
ernance, alongside the European Union. ritic . theshar has itical y | priccofdata. Thi for

narrow focuson
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It’stimetoridthe EPFO
of investment opacity

Theinter nal contradictions of thisstate-run manager of our retirement fundsarebubbling

up tothesurfacenow, asseen in itssplit payout for theyear. Our provident fund needsreform

hedecision of India'sEmployees’
Provident Fund Organization
(EPFO) board to split itspayout for
2019-20 intotwo parts—8.16%
fromitsbond investmentsright
now and 0.35%from itsequity
investmentslater thisyear—wasunprece-
dented alright. But it wasnobig surprise, given
thepoor performance of itsstock portfolio.
Provident fund (PF) subscribers should not fret
toomuch. Even if they must content them-
selveswith just themain tranche, arate of
8.15%issuperior to anything abank deposit
could haveoffered in thesetimesof low inter-
est rates. In fact, some economistshave argued
that PFaccount holdersare rewarded far too
handsomely, distorting credit marketsby get-
tingin theway of effortsby thecentral bank to
cheapen loans. It isan argument that holds
someweight, and so the state-run manager of
our retirement kitty hasbeen generous. Fund
management isnot about generosity, however,
and itsdeferral of theequity dice of itsannual
payout isyet another sign that it iswoefully out

of stepwith thetimes.

That onecannot be partially market-linked
issomething that thisnewspaper hasflagged
over thepast few years, ever sincethe EPFO
decided to open thedoor acrack to allow stock
market investments. Today, 15%of itsincre-
mental inflowsgointo stocksthrough select
exchangetraded funds (ETFs), and equity
investmentsmake up just under 5%of itscor-
pusof over X12trillion. Whilethe organization
decided to start investingin sharesback in
2015, it seemsto have done nothing to account
for how itsequity returnswould bereflected in
asubscriber’saccount statement. Theonly

way todothisfor mark-to-market holdings
such aspublicly-listed equity istounitizethese
investments, theway mutual fundsdo. Even
theNational Pension System (NPS) doesit. But
how doesonesplit aportion of the pool into
unitsand not therest?The EPFOwent into
loopstrying to solve thisunsolvable problem
of keeping apart of the portfolio opaquewhile
shining thelight of transparency on another
part, and then trying to offer aconsolidated
return. Ideally, both the debt and equity parts
of itsoverall portfolio should reflect up-to-date
market values, and asinglereturn given. The
NPS, which hasperformed better, could serve
asamodel for this.

Morethan two decadesago, Indialearnt a
lesson at the cost of millionsof retail investors
by letting Unit Trust of Indiamanage dark
poolsof public money and declare dividends
that were out of whack with the actual market
value of itsassets. Such opaque poolsof non-
market linked public assetsposeasystemic
risk toan economy that hopesto betheworld’s
third-largest within adecade. A solution to our
EPFO problem would need political will. Not
only must weexposeitscorpustothird-party
scrutiny, but also risk upsetting subscribers
with astiff dose of market reality. Sofar, our
attemptsto fix thiscomfort blanket for our
salaried middle-classhave evoked public
uproars. Intheyearsahead, though, wemay
haveno option but toreform the schemeto
reflect thetruevalueof itsholdings. Until we
dothis,wewill havethebizarre spectacleof a
certain return being declared without any
information on what thismega-fund’s equity
operationsyielded for subscribers. That'sa
throwback tothe 1970s way of doing things.

Thepolicy adventurismthat has
led Indiato itseconomicwoes

Movesmadewithout preparation may havecontributed moreto our GDP contraction than covid

isassociate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi

seen itsGVA decelerate. The economy
wasslowing down sharply even before

tect theunorganized sector. It isnow
clear that most of the organized sector

with

GDPgrowth rate decelerating from
8.2%in thefourth quarter of 207-18 to
3.2%in thesame quarter of 2019-20. In
other words, had we not been hit by the
pandemic, last quarter'sgrowth would
still have been barely positive, at best.

Thedeceleration of thelast twoyears

used g
ments, but tobalancetheir accounts.
Themost recent act of adventurism
was|ndia'ssudden lockdown in March
after the covid outbreak. Whilealock-
down wasdesirableand it didslow the
transmission of infections, thestrict
restrictionsimposed without either

shock, but wasentirely aresult of the

warningor prep: .andthattooat a
timewhen thedaily casecount wasonly

government's policy
Notableexamplesof it arethe abrupt

ed, wereyet another exam-
pleof thegovernment’s shock-and-awe

of late 2016 methods. suffered
roll-out of jicestax much moreon unt of i
h ich ed thi of that. Tl than other countries, which imposed

product (GDP)datafor thefirst
quarter of thisfiscal year hascon-

thebackbone of three dominant sectors
ofthenon-farm economy. Itisnosur-

them gradually andin arelatively well-
planned and localized manner. Once

firmed theworst fearsof
Thedeclinein GDPof 23 S%ISlhe

prisethat
intheeconomy haveincreased. These

jain,
ized sector much morethanit did the

worst
largest

sector

|ion (-50.3%9, trade, hotels, transport
and communication (-47%, and manu-
facturing (-39.3%. Thesetogether
account for three-fourths of al non-
agricultural employment in the country
and 43%of all workers. Their sharp con-

gest I
'mal economy, whlch

. Thelatter wascush-
\oned bythelargec&x balancesof for-

borethebrunt of
Demonetization disrupted theopara

mal er
Wereabletofunction nysnmmgwurk

tionsof most enterpr
rely heavily on cash did

their
most uflhe

GST, byraising their compliance costs,

unorganized sector. It wasprecisely the

andarbitrary theratesand

traction wagesand
employment, parncular\y aatime
when

Last year'stax waiver for India'scor-

sufferingfroma

ofaround R15trillion was

took
impact. Most of their enterpriseswere
not justinformal, they also had limited
cash balances. Thsou(ocmew&\hal

demand contraction. Not surprisingly, | another exampleof policy their
most that seemed topro- | manyofthem hadlulakelcngwalks
in GDPof morethan 10%thisfiscal year. back totheir rural homes.
Financeminister NirmalaSithara- Whilethe government openedits
man wasquick to attribute thedecline Emm pursetocorporate entitiesmonths.
tocovid, which shehad described asan QUICK READ beforethe pandemic, it hasseemed
“act of God”. There have also been pre- reluctant tohelp theunorganized sec-
mature celebrations of green shootsand Pinning blame on covid for our tor. Thishasnot only delayed an eco-
aV-shaped recovery, noneof which is nomy’ nomicrecovery, but hardto
isibly i Yes, the ian crisis.
demicdid pandemic did hurt the economy Thepandemic hasstruck everyone.
contraction toalargeextent, it would be but not h What matters
inkage of recent years. isthe responseto thisexogenousshock.

ink
entirely onit. Thefact isthat grossvalue
added i i

Inthecaseof India, theway our policy

tor hascontracted with increasing mag-
nitudein thelast four quarters, Con-

y
before covid, hurt by the 2016
shock of demonetization,

struction hasbeen for three
quarters. Even trade, hotels, transport
and communication, asagroup, has

followed by roll-out,
and most recently by an abrupt
lockdown with little preparation.
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inour
eocnomy beingimpacted the hardest.
But covid isnot the only reason why the
economy isin such acrisis. That isa
result largely of the policy adventurism
seen over thelast threeyears.

T ATROTBET

I find it astonishing
thatin 2020,asmile or
ahughasbecomean

act of revolution.

KARA D. SPAIN

Death of romanceamid a pandemicof twisted hearts

SUSHMITABOSE

L

isajournalist, editor and
theauthor of ‘Sgle In The
City".

ttimes| do an Aldous Huxley and

reimagine my very own bravura

BraveNew World. Therma monitor-
ing,i eamed id dat

swiped left, and plansof walksdown pretty
aidlesarein cold storage. What'smore, the
Big Fat Indian Wedding industry, which
had promised to bask in the spotlight of
eternal sunrise, issighting asunset looming
onthenot-so-distant horizon.
Atonelevel, 'mderivingakind of sadistic
pleasure: bragging rightsand silly giggleson
mattersof theheart areon mutemode, and

mandatory app-controlled movement from
point to point, bio-weaponry, and other
such usual suspects. In themidst of all this
dystopia, | dsothink of love. .. No,not love

2!

At another level, I'm abit worried. The
other day, | heard an odd tale. Amarried man
known toafriend of mine boasted that he'd
created afake profile on adating site “for

for
siblings, but theoverwhelmingly grandiose

Kicks'. F tained by going
!hrough other members' bios, my friend

catethrones.

For instance, what will happen tolovers
if Valentine's Day beckons and the virus.
showsnosign of retreat?Will they be con-
tent to moon over objects of affection on
Zoom? Or, even if they are courageous
enough to get together for aface-to-face,
will they be foolhardy enough to unmask
and kiss?

Talksof “upcoming’ romanticweekend
getaways have been shelved, stories on
being“spailt for choice” on Tinder arebeing

“bored out of hisskull”.

S:ay much?' | asked, doing abalancing
act, talking on the phone while trying to
prise out the last-remaining lot of kettle-
fried chipsfrom itspacket—my second bag
of treats for the day. “He's obviously a
stalker.”

She: “He hasgone on record to say he's
‘just looking'. You know, like harmlesswin-
dow shopping, with nointent or meansto
touch-feel, let dlonebuy.”

Me: “So hiswife knows, and she's okay
withit?"

She: “Obviously not, she'd befurious! But
he'sreally zoned out with hlsme and wife

now being counselled since they are seri-
ously considering adivorce. The first few

right now, all
in at home, soit'sadiversion. By the way,
he'skeen tocheck out themen aswell, says
hewantstoknow moreabout these‘losers’
who are looking for love in the time of
corona”

Me: “When the pandemicknockson the
door, lovefliesout of thewindow?"

She:“That'scruel! Let'sjust say familiar-
ity breedscontempt.”

Clearly, it's not only
theserial datersor rela-
tionship  enthusiasts
who are experiencing
FOMO—thefear of miss-
ing out—and having a
bad time. Those in the
thick of to  stuff,

amm
QUICK READ
Aswe brace for apost-covid

world of thermal scanners,
tracker appsand other dystopic

reportedly great—the two of
them, alovesuite, ohveandfetasdaismd
thesound of thesea After that,

back to work, he calls me anag and a
whiner... It'sbeen abad time.”

Oneday, they squabbled morethan usual.
To make up for the excesses, Tosh made
spaghetti cracked

out of bounds, it al theway,

bottle of Chianti, thedin-

till they could no longer stand the sight of
each other.
My favourite love story for the season,

ner tablewith amimosa-scented candleas
itscentrepiece. Man and wife sat down to
eat, and, asswcareiul\y poured wineinto

however,
in Dubai. Let's call her Tosh—not least
because I've been watching Shetland. She
and her husband were
mighty thrilled when
work-from-home was
imposed by both their
respective companies.
“We'll be working, but
also getting to be

beequally miserable.

Someone told me of
thishoneymooning cou-
ple stuck in a lovely
Mediterranean coastal

spotfor morethanthree  hasnot

affect romance. Willlovers, for
instance, ever get to kissagain?

The pandemic’simpact on
relatlonshlpsol;o-habita(ion

will  together 24x7 at home."
Her WhatsApp status
from thereon read: “Do
Not Disturb”.

| took the cue and
called her onlyamon(h

asevident  later. She

months because the
lockdown wasimposed
al andare

inthe way it has driven cuddlers
apart through contempt bred by
b

informed me that her
husband gets on her

d familiarity.  nerves ‘I can'twait toget

(she
sworetherewasn't atwinklein either of his

eyes)

“I'have something to say,” he began. “I
may havestarted believingin reincarnation:
I'm sureyou were my mother-in-law in an
earlier life”

“You mean you were married to my
daughter? sheasked. “Kind of icky, right?

He: “I meant | must have been your
daughter-in-law, andyouwereasaasof the
desi variety, the sort who spawns Balaji
Films soap operaswith her tauntsand bick-
ering

She spilt alittle wine on the crisp table
linen. “My heart literally bled.” But by the
end of dinner, they werein splits. “I guess
that's what really matters, being able to
laugh together,” Tosh sighed. “Oh, I'mjoin-
ingwork tomorrow.”



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 11" sept

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

10

¢

\\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11,2020

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO GIVE UP
YOUR PREJUDICES.
— HENRY DAVID THOREAU

ThelndianEXPRESS

<2 FOUNDED By <
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CRISIS & SAFETY NET

Inuncertain environment, EPFO must align itself with interest
rates in broader economy, avoid risks

NEARLY MARCH this year, the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO)

had lowered the interest rate on provident fund savings for 2019-20 toa seven-

vear low of 8.5 per cent, down from 8.65 per cent the previous year. On

the. ftrustees of the EPFO payingthe

8.5 per cent interest in a staggered manner due to “exceptional circumstances

arising out of COVID-19". According to the recommendation, which will now have to be
approved by the Finance Ministry, EPFO subscribers will get 8.15 per cent interest for
2019-20 immediately, while the balance 0.35 per cent or around Rs 2,700 crore will be
credited by the end of December,

ject

Not Centre vs States

On GST compensation, the way out requires states to

come forward to work with Centre

=3
SusHIL KUMAR MODI

THE GLOBAL PANDEMIC has played havoc
‘with the economy. Revenue streams of the
‘government, the private sector and individu-
als have been severely impacted while the
expenditure, particularly of the government,
s shooting up with a rise in commitments.
One significant area of loss of revenue to
both the Centre and the states is GST. While
the states have the comfort of assured 14 per
cent growth through the compensation
‘mechanism, the Centre has no such guaran-
tee. The Compensation Act mandates com-
pensating the states for revenue loss on GST
from the Ce

funds (ETFs). While in March, when the 8.5 per cent interest was d, the esti-
mates showed that it would leave a surplus of Rs 700 crore with the fund, the decision now
tostager the interest payment has been driven by the fund'slosses onits equity hold-
ings. The collapse of the stock marketin the stateof the
economy due o the spread of COVID-19 and the impositionofthe ntionallockdown,
.3 per centin 2019-20, from

14.7 per centin the prior fiscal year,
EPFOsubsc aneven lowerinterest rate this year.
While any reduction in the interest rate is bound to be unpopular with its over 6 crore
subscribers, this will be the right decision. With the monetary policy committee of the
erve Bankof India cutting the bencl the pastfew months,
and the central bank actively intervening in lhe bond market in order to stimulate eco-
both short-and long: inthe
broader economy. In fact, the 10-year G-sec yield now stands at 6.05 per cent. Add to that
the possibility and pro-
posinga higher nterest rate thatis notin sync with the conditions in the broader econ-
Infact,inthe past ceministry is reported to have

raised ahighinterest rate.
‘The EPFO and its subscribers must be mindful that promises of returns higher than

ecurities will be met through riskier

debt and eqitis. In an uncertain economic

y have to brac

market

foran that pro-

Fund.

‘The course of action to be adopted in the
eventof theamountin the Fund falling short
of requirements was discussed at length in
the GST Council. The late Arun Jaitley, then
chairman, had, in the 8th meeting, assured
that “... in case the amount in the GST
Compensation Fund fell short of the compen-
sation payable, the GST Council shall decide
the mode of raising additional resources in-
cluding borrowing from the market which
could be repaid by collection of cess in the
sixth year or further subsequent years”; the
Council had agreed to this suggestion. Quite
clearly, the sense of the house and, conse-
quently, the decision of the Council, was that
itis the Council (and not the Government of
India) that shall decide the mode of raising

it i fashortfall

offiscal discipline,
the Centre should borrow in view of its higher
borrowing and debt-servicing capacity and
its ability to borrow at lower rates. Under nor-
‘mal circumstances, this might have been true
but we are in an unprecedentedly abnormal
situation. Even otherwise, it would be diffi-
cult for all if the Centre were to borrow.
Article 292 (1) mandates that the Centre
can borrow on the security of the
Consolidated Fund of India (CFI). It may be re-
called that since the idea of providing com-

‘The Centre has.
geted borrowing limits for the current year
in the first four months itself and, with rev-
enues taking a battering, itis anybody’s guess
that the Central borrowings will exceed the
revised target of Rs 12 lakh crore against the
originally budgeted Rs 7.96 lakh crore.

Thus it makes sense for the states to bor-
row. The two options presented in this con-
text involve borrowing by the states. In one
option, the entire shortfall can be borrowed in
onegowhile only the shortfallattr |b||r.able lo
GST

Fund of Indiawas not agreed toin the Council,
itisdifficult toagree with the suggestion that
Gol borrow on the basis of the said CFL.

Itis also financially imprudent for the
Centre to borrow since large borrowings by
the Centre would push up the bond yield

Tt makes sense for the states
to borrow. The two options
presented in this context
involve borrowing by the
states. In one option, the
entire shortfall can be
borrowed in one go while
only the shortfall

attr lbunble to GST

and this is reflected in Section 10(1) of the
Compensation Act.

Additional resources could be raised by
increasing the tax or the cess butin the pres-

entdifficulttimesitwould not

urity for India’s

Inthe past, too, the EPFO|

entities suchas the IL&FS. i
cribers, i T

therisks of such -an hardly be

thus must seek isk forits sub-

interest onomy.

ore closely

MONSOON TWIST

Temporal distribution of rain may be a problem. But government
resolve of freeing agricultural markets must not waver

HE SOUTHWEST MONSOON rainfall has been 6.6 per cent surplus so far,
farmers have sown 6.3 per cent more area under kharif crops compared to
lastyear, and retail fertiliser sales during April-August were up 33.6 per cent
over the same period of 2019, With the desert locusts, too, not wreaking
havocas was nitially feared, a bumper kharif harvest seemsin the offing —
ontopofthe excellent abicropthat helped the arm sctor grow by 3.4 per cent during
April-] id 22.8 per cent. Butasastory in this news-
paper has shown, it isn't as simple s that. Yes, the monsoon has been good at an aggre-
gatelevel and also spanal]ywel] dlsmbuted withonly three out of the country’s 36 me-

teorologic ientrains. Tl though, hasbeenwith
the temporal distribution.
Thistime, wellin time, leading byfarm-

ers. The rains were 176 per cent above normal in June. However, July not only recorded
297 per centdeficit, the whole of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and mainland Gujarat wit-

either the tax or the cess;
ifanything, it is the time to mitigate the bur-
den on the common man. Hence, the only
way out of this difficult situation is borrow-
ings. The question that has been in the pub-
lic domain is: Who should borrow — the
Centre or the states?

Itis being argued by some that since bor-
rowings by the Centre or by the states make

ionis to be
borrowed in the other option
with the remaining shortfall
to be made good from the
Cess Fund post the
transition period. In both
the options, the principal
amount will be serviced
from the Cess Fund. Of the
two options presented by the
Centre, option-1 seems to be
superior in all respects.

rates, which in turn would push up the bond
yield of the states setting offa spiral leading
tohike in the interest rates for businesses and
individuals. The states' borrowing would be-
come costlier if the Centre were to borrow for
this purpose.

Itis also not correct to comend that the

other option with the remaining shonfall w
be made good from the Cess Fund post the
transition period. In both the options, the
principal amount will be serviced from the
Cess Fund.

Of the two options presented by the
Centre, option-1 seems to be superior in all
respects. Borrowing the entire shortfall, asen-
visaged in option-2, will hurt both the mar-
Ketsand the private sector, pushing up thein-
terest rate. On the other hand, the single
window under option-1 being arranged by
the Centre and the entire debt being serviced

C tohonou
ment to fully compensating the states; the
Council had agreed that the means of financ-
ing the shortfall are to be decided by the
Council and not by the Government of India.
‘The borrowing capacity of the states, too,
isnotveryinferior. The RBI study of state fina-
nces shows that the debt receipts of all the
states asa percentage of GDP has hovered be-
tween 24 per centand 3.6 per centduringthe
last four years and an average level of 2.9 per
cent; the'states have on the average borrowed
justabout 1.25 per cent of the GSDP thus far.
The point being made here is that the
states are consistently borrowing less than
they can borrow (legally and financially),
which makes sound financial sense but
which can be utilised in times like this.
Further, the cost of state borrowings for this
purpose can be considerably lowered if
arranged through a special window.

the
costremains close to the G-sec rate. Moreover,
there will be no variation in the interest rate
as between the states.

‘There will be considerable flexibility in
borrowings for the states in these stressed
times as certain conditionalities have been
relaxed for option-1, besides retaining the
roll-over option for borrowing limits. Most
significantly, the 14 per cent assured growth
has been maintained; only a part of it has
been deferred.

Itis heartening to note that the Centre has
not reneged on its promise to find ways to
compensate the states for loss of revenue. I
think the states should come forward and
work with the Centre in the true spirit of co-
operative federalism that the Council has
come to be known for these past few years.

The writer is Deputy Chief Minister, Bihar
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OUR SPECIAL JAMAI

Pranabda struck a chord with people of Bangladesh with his wisdom and warmth

FAROOQ SOBHAN

‘THE DEATH OF the former President of India,
PranabMukherjee, has been mourned by the
whole of Bangladesh. The moving tribute
paid to him by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
as well as the countless tributes to him by

nessed adry spell that extended reekof August. Asaresult

ountry
pletesimonyof the ighesteemith which

[ i i But then the monsoon revived, so much as b
B d(black e was hel
tocause fieldsin v a urad (blac Pmnahda‘as hewasalfcmonately known
gram),chil inMP by India
hrough the last week of August. Thy reportsof; and Bangladesh, made a very emotional

ing kharif onions in North Karnataka, which normally arrive in the markets from
September. All hopes now are on the new crop of Maharashtra, which willstart coming
in only towards October-end.

Inshort, while the current kharif season’s production is definitely going to be better
than last year's (which was impacted by the monsoon's poor first-half performance),

speechatthe University of Dhaka during his

visit to Bangladesh in 2013. He referred to

himself as a “jamai” or son-in-law of

Bangladesh — his wife was from Narail in
He said, “India and

areinterlinked like no other nations on earth.

how much better remains to be seen. Itis quite possible the 26.6 per
cent rain: wetwinter ingLaNinawea
event, would be felt more in the coming rabi season. But in the immediate run, one can
expect prices of onions and maybe pulses to firm up — aided also by festival season de-
mand and a recovery of sorts underway in global commodity markets. That could test
the NDA government's resolve to stick to ts recent reforms of freeing agricultural mar-
kets and imposing limits only i i

ituations.

#OSCARSSODIVERSE

More diversity in movies would be very welcome.
But it need not be amath sum

STHE FLAG-BEARER for film awards, the Oscars has never had a heavier
burden. Contending with falling vi ip asmuchasan i
held up tostandards on screen and offit, the Academy of Motion Pictures
and Arts has been doing a high-string balancing act, from expanding its
pool, to requiring “unconscious bias training” for them, and introducing
more nominees to going host-less. The post-George Floyd world has inspired the latest:
#0: ite seeks to be #Oscar:
From 2024, Best Picture nominees would have to pass at least two criteria of dwemty

Divers

ur justlike our his-
tory and geography”.

Pranabda was one of the first persons |
called on after my arrival in Delhi as
Bangladesh's High Commissioner in 1992
He was the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, then. What was to have beena
routine half-an-hour courtesy call lasted for
over two hours, over many cups of tea, What
made a deep impression on me was
Pranabda’s enormous interest in Bangladesh
— he was very knowledgeable about our
economy, our politics and of course, all as-
pectsof the relations between the two coun-
tries. Pranabda told me thatI should not hes-
itate to getin touch with him ifever | needed
any help and that we could meet, even if it
was just for an informal chat.

During my three years as High

During his many years in
Cabinet, no matter which
portfolio he held, Pranabda’s
determination to strengthen
cooperation with
Bangladesh never wavered.
His approach encompassed
not just bilateral
cooperation but also
extended to regional and
sub-regional cooperation.
He took a special interest in
the expansion of trade and
investment between the two
countries.

C issionerandinthe

Thad many meetings with Pranabda, mostof
which were one-on-one meetings. Once, he
was out of the country when | was visiting
Delhi. | was able to reach him on the phone
late at night on the eve of my departure,

asked Mrs e tojoin
she had not been keeping well. [ was told by
one of his personal staff that this was a very
special gesture. During the reception, he took
me aside and said that it was a matter of
enormuus satisfaction for him to see that

he had got back home. I said Thad

relations under Sheikh

progress. He re-

called
my mabnh(y to meet him. Pranabda asked
how longit:

ferred in particular to the improvement in

“Twenty minutes,” I replied. He said I should
come as quickly as possible. It was close to
‘midnight. I spent more than an hour with
him. When tea was served, he smiled and
said: "ektu mishti khaan" (please have some
sweets). Pranabda was prepared to stay up
late after i i othat

security ¢ that had taken place
during the past year. He said that India would
reciprocate in every possible way.

Pranabda insisted on walking me to my
car and stood and waved goodbye as we
drove off. I told one of my surprised col-
leagues that this gesture was Pranabda'’s way

of

he could talk about something close to his
heart—Bangladesh.

Perhaps my most memorable meeting
with Pranabda wasat his residencein March
2010.1 had taken a 12-member delegation
to Delhi for the Second BEI-ORF Security
Dialogue. Pranabda — at that time Finance
Minister — had offered to host a reception
for the participants. When we arrived at his
residence, we were informed that he wasstil
in Parliament. Former Indian Foreign
Secretary M K Rasgotra, who was heading
the ORF delegation, wondered whether it
would be possible for the Finance Minister
togetaway from Parliamentin the middle of
the Budgetsession. Thatvery minute, asmil-
ing Pranabda arrived and greeted us with a
'warm namaste.

Pranabda then announced that he had

he importance he at-
tached to India’s relations with Bangladesh.

During his many years in Cabinet, no
‘matter which portfolio he held, Pranabda's
determination to strengthen cooperation
with Bangladesh never wavered. His ap-
proach encompassed not just bilateral coop-
eration but also extended to regional and
sub-regional cooperation. He took a special
interest in the expansion of trade and invest-
‘ment between the two countries.

Pranabda will always be fondly remem-
bered by Bangladesh's 165 million people as
our special jamai who did so much for
Bangladesh from the time of our Liberation
‘War until his death.

The writeris Former Foreign Secretary,
‘Bangladesh and former High Commissioner
toIndia

andinclusi dis-
abled),on creen orin their crew, oron the distribution, marketing, publicity side. Butread
between the lines wistworthy of i Wmos\noneohheﬁlms
that i i —The

Irishman (forignoring women), had a Mexican cinematographer, The Green Book (for its
and soon. Even

Gone With The Wind, that old favourite wilting in new light, might have slipped its way in.
Forthe Academy that dreads another 2015, whenallts 20acting nominces were white,

thec 1n2020, -English
film to win Best Picture, showing the one criterion the Academy does need to change: Of
“foreign film”.Or, itc it'sdebata-
blewhereitwill insuchamal industry). Diversity, like Oscar win-
i lirector i in2016, “Youdon'tsitdown...
say, T three Jews,and adog — right?

SEPTEMBER 11,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

STRIFE IN MORADABAD
VIOLENCE ERUPTED ON a large scale in
Moradabad town. The police had to open
fire at two places and day curfew had to be
re-imposed. According to Home Secretary
SD Srivastava, five persons were killed and
adozeninjured. He said two persons were
killed and a dozen injured in police firing
in Barah Dari locality where a police party
was attacked with acid filled bottles and
brickbats. The entire town except the Civil
Lines area has been put on curfew for an
indefinite period.

LIBYA SYRIA MERGE
THE LEADERS OF Libya and Syria announced

the merger of their physically distant nations

ind agreed to meet within amonth to for
aunified government. The pmc]amanon
Damasc President

till October 1 to consider the recommen-
dation and overturn President Jimmy
Carter's decision to make the two pending

The i thinks it

Assad returned from two days of meetings
inTripoli with the Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi. A “revolutionary Congress” will as-
sume legislative powers in the unified state
which will be a single international entity,
the communique said.

US STRICTURES LOOM

BOTH THE US Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and the House Foreign Affairs
Committee said that no more fuel will be
sent to Tarapur. The two houses now have

can winin the Senate though it expects to
be defeated in the lower house.

SANJAY CRASH PROBE

SABOTAGE HAS NOW been completely
ruled out in the plane crash which killed
Sanjay Gandhi. The investigation has es-
tablished that there was no explosion on
board the plane, neither had the engine or
any of the controls been tampered with.
‘The investigation was conducted in secrecy
by the Director of Air Safety, H B Singh.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“This is not a counsel of despair, but of realism. There will be no quick fix.
The good news is that the hard work of scientists, medical staff, officials and

others worldwide a

ing us precior

us tools.” —THE GUARDIAN

Don’t look back in anger

Asociety that lives in denial of its trauma and rage will turn on itself, as we have turned on Rhea Chakraborty
and her family with the ferocity of an unhinged mob

AMRIIA Durra

THENEWS ON our screensis utterly broken,
but what about us? India in 2020 is a coun-
tryin pain — millions have lost their jobs and
livelihoods in these last five months; the eco-
nomiccrisis has shrunk not just salaries, but
the horizons of the once-aspiring Indian; the
pandemic has claimed thousands of lives;
and the virus rages on, a daily ticker of our
‘mortality.

Is it to turn away from this distress that
‘many of us watch rapt, with fury and with-
out mercy, the spectacle of television war-
riors hunting in a pack for “answers” to the
death of actor Sushant Singh Rajput? Asense
of vicarious victimhood has certainly li-
censed the single-minded hounding of ac-
tor Rhea Chakraborty, now anointed Public
Enemy No.l — though Sushant, by many ac-
counts, did not see himselfas a victim nor his
girlfriend as an enemy.

Thisis not the first (nor will it be the last)
‘media trial to run on the fuel of salacious-
ness, sexism and conspiracy theories. But the
breakdown of reason and propriety, the glut
of rage that only finds a release in the logic
of retribution, tells us something about our
emotional health. It suggests that we assent
to an infantilisation of our minds in return
for the drug of denial, the avoidance of hard
questions. Every few days, the 24x7 cover-
age of the suicide has thrown up a new en-
emy that seems to recognise our old wounds

— the “nepotism” of Hindi film industry’s
elite, the unfairness of a world in which
Sushant'sidealism could not survive, before
finally settling on the girlfriend, that original
troublemakerin the Indian family’s paradise.
Itisanarrative with uncanny parallels tocon-
temporary Indian politics, which hasallowed
the BJP and RSS to harvest a million resent-
ments against ancien regimes and dead
Musliminvaders towin power on the prom-
ise of anew age.

It is human to respond to injustice with
anger, but why is rage, abuse and a visceral
rejection of another point of view now a re-
flex reaction for most of us? What does this
surfeit of televised anger feed on? Where
doesitlead us? By whetting our appetite for
vengeance (in the name of justice), where
doesit leave our morality?

‘Some answers might lie in the career of
Kangana Ranaut. A fresh-faced actor from a
small town in Himachal Pradesh, Kangana
faced her share of cruel public mockery for
heraccent, her dress and choices in her early
years in Bollywood. She transformed into a
Wwoman who played by her own rules, who
gave it back to the cosy club on their own
sleek couch. Those her as an

out trial injail for two years.

Kangana has used Sushant's death to
‘wage anasty, scorched-earth, innuendo-rich
battle from TV pulpits that ended up in a vi-
cious witch-hunt of Chakraborty. Can she not
see in this shameful spectacle an echo from
her past? In 2016, another young actor’s fam-
ily had accused his ex of black magic, feed-
ing him menstrual blood and of being a
closet pisachin. The victim of that tabloid in-
quisition? Kangana,

But it isn't just the connections between
the two actors, both outsiders in an ex-
tremely competitive industry, both easily de-
valued by a value system historically suspi-
cious of women performers, that we are
missing. The playbook of news channels and
organised algorithms, working in tandem,

“uneducated starlet” do not realise that
Kangana's street cred comes from an in-
sider's knowledge of the grubby secrets of
tnseltown,aswellasapersonal senseof -
jury —shared by millionsof

nial of our basic emotional realities.

It has peddled the myth of the Indian
family as a place of unquestioned rectitude,
whose prime products(he sons) must be

friend —

‘many inequalities in India — that she hasam-
plified through social media.

But righteous rage, without being leav-
ened by empathy or humility, does not bring
forth new tomorrows. It replicates old hier-
archies in the name of a revolution. It re-
places old victims with new. The revolution
that the ruling BJP has choreographed con-
tinues to weaponise differences and disen-
chantments. In the name of dislodging the
elite, it has birthed an unprecedented attack
on civil liberties, students and intellectuals,
some of whom have been languishing with-

muL]’\ asit places ademocratic guvemment
beyond questions by defendingit against the
bogey of “anti-nationals”.

By accepting such a crude reality, we re-
ject what we know in our bones — that the
family is a place of contest, power-play as
well as love; that the state’s unchecked
power swallows up our freedoms. That

That young men can grow
up to resent their familie
that lovers offer cach other a
shelter from their parents’
incomprehension; that
Indian families find it hard
to accept that their boys can
grow up to be vulnerable
men. It delegitimises the
experience of generations of
young men and women,
who, like Sushant, Kangana
and Rhea, have stepped out
of conventions to make a life
that bears a stamp of their
own individual journeys and
desires. It allows the family
—an institution that is
rarely called to reform its
casteism and patriarchal

on difficult, befuddling

youngmenc; their fam-
ilies, that lovers offer each other a shelter
from their parents’ incomprehension; that
Indian families find it hard to accept that their
boys can grow up to be vulnerable men. It

conversations on mental
health, which ails the young
in India in epidemic
proportions.

CR Sasikumar

Democracy in
question

Parliaments do not disp:

ense with questions even

in time of war. If questions are disallowed in
Parliament, more will be asked outside it

SALMAN KHURSHID

present. But there are questions galore that
the people of India want to ask even if the
fourth pillarof democracy, the media, seems
reluctant to ask. Going by what one gets to
see on the TV screens and in social media,
one would have thought the 20 martyrs in
Galwan valleyraise no concernwhile the sad
suicide of a rising Bollywood star over-
whelms us with agony and curiosity.
Democracy s judged by the debateiten-

COVID- notall for

ustain: ina
democracy performstohonourits manifesto

the better Butasasociety we have not been
the best subjects of these troubled times.
Thereislittle point regurgitatingarguments
aboutthe failure to note the alert against the
virus in early January and February of 2020,
and then haste to unlock when the virus
curve was still refusing to flatten. Of course,
(I\eguvemmemnmgl\(say, “weloseifwedo
and we lose if we don’

Citizens of many (ounlnes have ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with the manner in
whichtheirgovernments have dealtwith the
pandemic. The US might be the first to regis-
ter i ction

and the Oy
its own. The people judge, notjustatelection
time butatall times. That makes democracy
aparticipatory one. The questions are asked
fromcivil society platforms, the mass media,
community gatherings and ultimately within
the highesttemple of democracy, the legisla-
ture itself. Now, understandably, the hustle
bustle of the marketplace of ideas is deserted
because of COVID-19 though the conversa-
tions have moved to the digital platforms.
Importantinstitutionslike the high courtsand
the Supreme Court have been conducting
proceedings on digital platforms and have,
afterfour:

- What

hearings. Heavens have
N

ingfor

adifficult climb to retain the White House.

India is unusual in having suffered the near

‘worst,withmore uncertainty ahead, and yet

not complained. Instead, we joined to beat

Kitchenvesselsand applaudedAFaircraft fy-
1oss the sky. The acknowl-

that they are waiting for Parliament to meet
inorderto unleash their fury.

One can imagine innumerable ways in
which proceedings in Parliament could be
modified to reduce the necessity to touch

intair i But

edgement and gratitude towards medical
professionalsandotherservice providers was
fairly. But sensitivit

the mind s puzzled tothink that curtailing
the Zero Hour or cancelling the Question
lour h:

and humanity cannot bypassthe need for ro-
bust preparedness and m(elllgem response
tothe challenge posed by CO

Whatever might be the reamon tothe
timingofthelockdown, thereisacompletely
separate issue about how it was imposed,
particularly for the thousands of working-
class families stranded without wages or
food far away from home and with no

ence of
of young men and women, who, like
Sushant, Kangana and Rhea, have stepped
out of conventions to make a life that bears
astampof theirown ndividualjourneysand
desire Itallows the amily —an nsitution

tojourey back The piiable

0f COVID-19, The pressing need is for us to
re-configure how we conduct ourselves
(the namaste or aadaabinstead of the hand-
shake) rather than what we say or how
much we say.

Itisnoone's case that the ZeroHourisan
example of etiquette and bestbehaviour, but
the decibels, particularly when projected on
the screen, bring out the passion of strongly
feltopinions. Similarly, the Question Hour is

1f

sight of the Partition-era lik
foot will remainetchedasa remmdero[haw

ever there was a need for questions to be

thatis rarely called to reformits cast
patriarchal impulses — to slam the dooron

easily wec pi isnowand
dented misery to our Tis sur- o i thegov-
prisingthatthishappenednotbecausethere ~ ernment, it opts to et people guess why

egal i ure the leftundone. Ifthey have

welfare of migrant labour, but

difficult, befuddling men-

tal health, which ails me young in India in
epidemic

 The lalcostof the COVID 19 ocatasiro-

denial of our complex emouonal lives and
the crumbling economic reality that traps us
in inarticulate rage, that forecloses all av-
enues of resolution.

Asociety that livesin denial ofts trauma
and anger will turn on itself, as we have
turned on Rhea Chakraborty and her family
with the ferocity of an unhinged mob.
Whether or not she is guilty of something
more grievous than possession of a few
‘grams of marijuanais for an investigation to
find out, but the demonisation of even her
most humane responses — why did she say
sorry to Sushant's body? why was she tak-
ing him to psychiatrists? — is the sign of a
collective moral failure.

Both profit-hungry algorithms and total-

Ihar are available from the marketplace.
There is yet no sign of the pandemic easing
and the much talked about herd immunity
has proven to be an empty promise. The
spurtsand spikes in cases — butwith some
comfortintermsof the fatality figures —have

soning might not convince the Opposi
butit will at least show some dialogue (ha(
follows when questions are asked.

Asking questions is the essence of
democracy. National parliaments donot dis-
pense withquestions even atthe time of war.
If questions are disallowed in Parliament,
many more will be asked outside it. If the

likethein
dents at the LAC with China. The break-
through of a vaccine against COVID-19 and
abreakthrough with China with the two
leaders working out what lesser humans
have failed to do, both seem evasive for the

unityofnational
purpose, the government will do itself and
the nation agreatinjustice byattempting o
stifle them,

Thewriterisasenior Congress leader

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

icha failure
of moral imagination, that primes us daily
into amurderous rage, that keeps us in per-
manent need of our daily fix of televised
vengeance, that fashions us into a mob in
search of an enemy — and holds us in thrall
of flawed heroes and false gods.

amrita.dutta@expressindia.com

The Digital Didis

Anarmy of helpers could be raised to facilitate transactions, complete transformation

CURBING FREEDOM

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Students
vs Rowdies' (IE. September 10). When
universities and colleges attempt to
squash dissent on campus, they do so
under the guise of eliminating political
agendas,which,ironically,isan agendain

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

Indian education space which hasimpli-
cations beyond politics. It conveys that
to reason, to question, to oppose — at
whlch thepoliticaloppositonitselfsfal-

thing anomalous that

@MEDIA AND JUSTIC!
itself. To an extent, the political orienta- ANITATAGORE
P
itics of the campus. Asa college student, @ DATAPRIVAGY FOR
Ican confirm there is a culture of snub- CONSUMERS:
bing anti-status quo opinions in the :
SHILPAKUMAR

www.indianexpress.com

BHAGWAN CHOWDHRY

teri
mus(bs corrected; whereas, inademoc-
rac Thelndian

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi promised
anewdigtalinistiatwil il nclode

tures in financial inclusion — convenience and
safety. Even s digital payment apps are be-

everyone, from workers in th
tortowomen working athome to uumgemg
parents receiving a pension. The JAM trinity
consisting of Jan Dhan Yojana — bank ac-
counts for everyone, a unique electronic
‘Aadhaar ID, and mobile banking facilitated
by UPI — are all in place. Indeed, we have
comealongway with 80 per centof the peo-
plewith bankaccounts, 125 billion Aadhaar

use, th notasin-
tuitive as using cash. Further, after a digital
transaction, many usersare afraid whether the

one could feel comfortable approaching, in
malls,in buses and trains, on thestreet and in
stores, to help them with any digital ransac-
tion. Ahelper Didi,a trustworthy Didi —a Didi
who would patiently show and help people

transact  especially
whenitcomestoreceivinga paymentinone’s
bank account. Fear of fraud and tampering

of its safety. The transaction could be tagged
‘with Digital Didi's identity for accountability

terrentfor many.
Whenl. ialin-

‘The most effective method by which we
learn is by imitation. When mobile phones
were introduced, no one offered classes on
how to use them. People learned how to use
them by watching other people. Now mobile
phones are being used effectively not only by
therichand the middle-class people buteven
by many of the poor in villages all over the
world. As people begin to build trust interact-

ADidi e
b Didi

clusion, most participants are sophisticated

IDs,and the ever-increasing use of digital pay-
ments and mobile banking by

UPI, that has made cash il di-

need o liter-

rectand withoutleakages that were rampant
inthe past.
Yet, we are far from declaring victory. Just

acy.But thatis easier said than done. How do
we do it effectively enough so that the fears
and misgivings many people have are nm

askyourself
household help digitally. When we look

iated but are, in fact,
We certainly cannot offer classes in digital i

around, we find that many of our older rela-
art-

phones for banking transactions or even digi-
tal payments for auto-rickshaw fares, or
day-to-day shopping and chores. Cashis still
king.

eracy.
I istoem-

‘would be paid a small stipend, by banks or fi-
nancialinstitutions, and this would be some-

ingwith Didis, learn ho

to carry out digital transactions on their own.
Also, young women who become Didis will
not only earn some money on the side, their

youth is in the spring of independent
thought, which should not entail repre-
hension but must be backed for ideas
and debates to breathe freely.
Saundarya Jain, via email

STATES FALL SHORT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
Facilitator' (IE, September 10). The
Centre's hand-holding approach to-
wards states to tackle the Covid pan-
demic s laudable. However, the kind of
glaring gaps —asbasiclack oflnforma—

thingD
butin their downtime, as they are walking
aboutdoing theirother daily choresincluding
goingtoor backfromschoolor college,orshop-
ping, or other leisurely activities. Use of Didis
would reduce the need for opening up many

‘make them stand-out for more attractive for-
maljobs.

“Chalo Didi se poochho” with Didisevery-
where, could help make the digital transfor-
mation of

and funds released from these savings could

and colleges, let us call them Digital Didis. A

many Di
becomeubiguitous Overtime, peoplewillbe-

Digital Di
using some official umfonn and badge, who
he

willineffect elperthat any-

\d trust a few Didis, who would
become heiegulargo-to Ddisformobilef-
nancial transactions.

Thewriter s Professor of Finance and
Executive Director of Digital Identity
Research Initiative (DIRI) at the Indian School
of Business(ISB) and a Research Professor at
fCalifornia, Los A

hich
the Centre s helping to plug directly -
dicate thatthe states have failed to utilise
the lockdown period to ramp up their
health system to meet the oncoming

visional hospitals, community and pri-
mary health centres across India. Could
states be enabled without correcting
these deficiencies?

LRMurmu, Delhi

NATURE’S WARNING

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'World's
wildlife population down by 68 per cent
since 1970 (IE, September 10). Data on
the existential perils faced by nature are
alarming, It is time to be concerned
about our surroundings and the extinc-
tion which it might face in the near fu-
ture due to human activities. Wetlands
are the most important connection
through which we can access our daily
needs. Their decline and erosion will
have severe consequences, There is a
need for adequate funds for the commit-

challenges. Tt failure could
belocated inthe CAG audit published in
August 2018, which found a significant
shortage of doctors, healthcare support

tees which provide data and ways to
manage theloss. The WWFLivingPlanet
Report shows that we should start act-
ing on the plans that we made on paper

taff, tec

equipment ub-di-

for
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The battle in
Indian finance

While the debate is framed as one between
banks and debtors, focus on the bigger picture

key structural issue behind the slowdown,

and now the contraction, in the Indian

economy is the crisis-ridden financial

sector. The challenge has only become
bigger over the past decade. As pointed out by
former chief economic adviser, Arvind
Subramanian, what was initially a twin-balance
sheet crisis — encompassing banks and
infrastructure companies — became a four-balance
sheet crisis, including non-banking financial
companies and real estate firms. The pandemic’s
shock has made matters worse. According to the
report of the KV Kamath Committee, set up by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to look into the
restructuring of loans after the Covid-19 shock,
almost 70% of banking sector debt has been affected
by the shock of the pandemic.

In this backdrop, the Centre’s credit guarantee
scheme for micro, small and medium enterprises
and RBI's moratorium on payment of existing loans
were crucial relief measures. Both these measures,
however, cannot go on forever. Banks will eventually
need to recover their capital. The longer this takes,
the larger will be their forgone income and
accumulated losses. But if the economy does not
recover soon — and most experts believe this will
take time — businesses might not be in a position to
start paying back these loans if the moratorium is
revoked immediately. A rush to invoke bankruptcy
proceedings against defaulters could lead to
destruction of firms and, therefore, productive
capacity of the economy.

This policy dilemma is currently playing out in the
Supreme Court. The apex court has asked banks to
not declare accounts as non-performing assets until
a final order is passed. The court will resume
hearing on the issue on September 28. The entire
issue looks like a zero-sum game at the moment;
either banks or debtors will emerge victorious.
However, the larger economy will continue to suffer,
irrespective of which party bears the burden right
now. The only meaningful resolution is to expedite
an economic recovery. This will rejuvenate revenue
flow and facilitate timely payment of debts. This
newspaper has consistently argued that a fiscal
stimulus is essential to give a boost to the economy.
At the same time, RBI and banks need to make sure
that due diligence is exercised while separating
genuine borrowers who hold promise in the future
from those who will perish in keeping with the
market’s logic of creative destruction.

The evidence against
Donald Trump

ovid-19, which has killed at least 200,000
C Americans, may still claim the presidency of

Donald Trump. A new book by journalist Bob
Woodward, Rage, on the Trump administration
quotes the president admitting that he deliberately
played down the pandemic and that he knew it was
much more lethal than seasonal influenza. The book
adds to other unflattering revelations about
Mr Trump’s disdain for men in uniform, his belief in
dictatorship and the dysfunctionality of his family in
articles, interviews and books written by his former
lawyer, his niece and others who have worked with
him. The question is whether any of this will make a
difference to his re-election campaign.

Mr Trump commands the blind loyalty of about
40% of the electorate. They believe he has been good
for their livelihoods. They believe he has taken on
the Washington “establishment”. They also believe
in his not-so-discreet White sup: ist politics. But
this is not enough for him to win the elections. There
is a broad consensus that a middle bloc of suburban
‘women, Hispanics and educated conservative White
men — many of whom support Mr Trump on
policies but dislike his personality — will determine
the final result. Mr Trump’s blatant attempts to play
on racial and class fears aim to bring this group back
into his fold. But many, especially women, are more
concerned about the pandemic. These women voted
for Barack Obama, turned against Hillary Clinton,
and are now leaning towards Democratic candidate
Joe Biden. Mr Woodward's revelations and the
growing number of Covid-19 cases in heartland
America could just tip an election that is on a knife’s
edge — or the point of a hypodermic syringe.

India will have to
make hard choices

The United States has
long wanted it toactasa
counterweight to China.
Will New Delhi do so?

recent policy brief
issued by the Carnegie
Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace asserted
that even in a pandemic
world, India’s influence
‘Would énable it to become a strong
counterweight to China. A cursory
search of recent newspapers, policy
statements, and even academic jour-
nals reveals this widespread belief.
One may be forgiven for thinking
that this idea dates to contemporary
watershed moments of military or
economic strength —such as India’s
economic reforms of the early 1990s
or the nuclear tests of 1998 — but this
would be wrong. Shortly after India
turned independent in 1947, and the
Chinese Communist Party came to
power in 1949, The New York Times
declared that independent India
would become “a great counterweight
to China”. Given that in the eyes of the
world, India has apparently been in
the process of becoming a counter-
weight to China for 70 years, it's
important to examine what this
‘means. In other words, if India were a
counterweight to China, what would
that entail? And whom would it bene-
fit?
‘The concept of one country being a

counterweight to another, or “coun-
terbalancing” as it is sometimes
known, comes from realist and neo-
realist theories in international rela-
tions. If there is one dominant power
either in the world-at-large or within
aregion, the best chance of reducing
the likelihood of war is for one coun-
try (or a group of countries) to coun-
ter it by acting as a balance. A coun-
terbalancing country would take
deliberate and assertive steps to
match the dominant power in not
simply size and population but in mil-
itary spending and prowess, eco-
nomic power, global influ-
ence, participation in inter-
national institutions, the
strength of its alliances, and
its reputation. This would
make it risky for the domi-
nant power (0 go to outright

famously declared that the
most stable world was one
that was bipolar, much like
the Cold War world with the United
States (US) and the Soviet Union
counterbalancing each other.
Which brings us to the current
post-Cold War world where the rise of
China is a source of huge worry for
the dominant poweer, the US. While

war with the counter-bal- Manjari ‘wants India to undertake an
ancer. The father of neo-re-  Chatterjee  expanded role in the Indo-
alism, Kenneth Waltz, Miller  Pacific as a member of the

balancing, particularly in Asia, the US
thinks of India. This is partly because
Chinaand India are heavyweights in
the region. Itis also because India isa
democracy, and the US, therefore,
sees India as a country akin to it.
What it expects is for India to
undertake a number of significant
actions that will cement its role as a
counter-balancer. Expanding_the
Indo-US defence partnership is, of
course, one — the US has, for exam-
ple, agreed to transfer sensitive mili-
tary technology to India, engage in
industry collaboration including 5G
networks, and hold high-
level defence talks, and joint
exercises. But it expects not
simply a strategic partner-
ship but one that s implicitly
and, perhaps even explicitly,
anti-China. The US thus

Quad (along with Japan and
Australia). It would like India
to strengthen its economic
and naval profile in Southeast Asia;
strengthen its relationship with
Japan; develop its own security and
economic capabilities and commit to
regional partners; and counter
China's naval expansion in the Indo-
Pacific, including by lending ts voice

‘While the word ‘non-alignment’ has essentially faded from the Indian
government's vocabulary, the word ‘alliance’ has not replaced it HT

gets murky. There s a reason that the
idea of India becoming a counter-
weight to China has been floating
around for 70 years with little end in
sight —while the word “non-align-
‘ment” has essentially faded from the

g
2

options in the geopolitical triangle?
India could continue to develop its
partnership with the US, and hope
thata commitment to any alliances or
assurances of explicit security cooper-
ation would not be needed. It could

y, the
word “alliance” has not replaced it. A
counter-balancer needs formal a.llla.nr

US sccurity umbrella
Ia Japan and South Korea. It could
move away from the US, and commit

ces, not simply e, tonon- future
byits very definition, counter- halan- American and Chmese poles. Or it
cing involves bot could, in the le: scenario
ness in foreign policy, and, (herefore, given the currem climate, decide to

from a coterie of other -would lead to

countries.

But as external affairs minister, S
Jaishankar, pointed out just a few
days ago, at a forum with US Vice
President Mike Pence, China and
India as rising powers needed to

long-term rapprochement with
China. All of these actions come with
costs and benefits. But, all else being
equal,at some point India will have to
‘makea difficult choice.

reach some kmd of “

the US'
outstrip Chma s— slmply put,itisa
superpower and China s not (yet) — it
is important for it to find allies with a
common cause to counter China's
rise. Thus, when it comes to counter-

acode of conduct

for China in the South China Sea and
the Indian Ocean.

Al of this then begs the question of

‘whether India wants to actas a coun-

terweight to China. Here, the evidence

His statement hints at
the reluctance that has always exist
in the Indian government to become
the US geopolitical tool.

Soif not explicit counterbalancing,
what then? What are India’s possible

Vi i iller is associate
professor of International Relations,
Frederick S Pardee School of Global
Studies, Boston University, and a research
associate at the Oxford School of Global
and Area Studies, University of Oxford
The views expressed are personal

{ BEYOND THE BITE }
Rajdeep Sardesai

On India’s stage, the
theatre of the absurd

observers. The sensational, ethically
flawed and, at times, totally inane cov-
erage of actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s tragic
death is being seen as the last rites of a
‘medium in seemingly terminal decline. Butis
the maddening 24*7 breaking news whirl —
trapped in a vicious cycle of ratings, revenues,
hyper-competition and failed regulation —
the sole entity that has been exposed by the
theatre of the absurd that the case has
become? Are other institutions entirely
blameless?

Take the role of investigating agencies.
When was the last time three of India’s top
‘national agencies — Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI), Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) —
invested so much time and energy in the case
of an actor’s death? ED speedily initiated a
‘money laundering case against Rajput’s girl-

orweeks now, the obituary of TV news
I has been written by many media

room: The role of the political class in using
the case for score-settling and election propa-
ganda. Every political party in Bihar has
embraced the actor as an iconic figure in an
attempt to invoke “Bihari pride” ahead of the
state elections. Forget the plight of thousands
of Bihari students trapped in flood-hit areas
and struggling to give their IIT-JEE and NEET
entrance exams. Forget the predicament of
migrant labour without wages for months. A
campaign for justice for an actor is the perfect
distraction. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
a partner in the ruling Bihar coalition, has
even printed posters and got “Sushant masks™
‘made to drive the message home.

In Maharashtra too, the BJP has used the
case to try and corner the ruling alliance, in
particular the Shiv Sena. That former Maha-
rashtra chief minister, Narayan Rane, chose to
make unsubstantiated charges of rape and
murder and even sought to drawin a “youth
minister” into the alleged conspiracy is a

A

friend, actor Rhea C and her family
based on an FIR filed by his family in Bihar
with an allegation — since proven to be false
— that 315 crore had been stolen from the
actor's account.

Based purely on WhatsApp conversations
— selectively ieaked initially by ED — NCB
then registered a case against Rhea, her
brother and Rajput's house help. It would
seem that procurement, consumption and
financing of even 59 grams of marijuana for
an actor is enough for NCB to make a slew of
arrests, Whatever happened to NCB's original
mandate of catching those who head inter-
state and international drug mafias?

unfolded in an almost fantas-
tical manner: A prima facie suicide is sud-
denly investigated as abetment to suicide,
then is just as mysteriously claimed to be
‘murder. The narrative swirls from nepousm

publiclife. The
attempt s obvlous. Use the case to embarrass
the Shiv Sena leadership and hope that the
rickety three-party coalition collapses.
‘Whatis more disconcerting is the manner
in which civil society has responded. Look at
the film industry to which Rajput and Chakra-
borty belong. Barring a few brave voices, a
majority of the elite stars are conspicuously

RAJNATH SINGH
)

This [Rafale] induction
could not have happened
at a more opportune time
considering the security

scenario today.

To achieve the
objectives of NEP,
focus on teachers

ery-based learning. This is what the
National Education Policy (NEP) has visu-
alised, hoping to fill learning gaps and incul-
cate critical thinking through scientific meth-
ods. But it is unlikely to happen with the
ammunition of the past.
In the education system, the three critical
elements are teachers, students and the eco-
sys(em of the school such as infrastructure,

n Finland, the tag line for school educa-
Iﬁon is “less is more”.Itis play and discov-

silent, almost frightened i
the fear of being trolled. If you can't speak up

ilit theunderly-
mg ;compact with the institution. To encour-

aden of vice, then the timidity of the rich and
powerful movers and shakers of cinema will
come to haunt you forever. The vacuum is
being filled by self-publicists such as Ka
Ranaut who obviously has her own political
agenda. That the Shiv Sena is now targeting
Ranautis another example of how the public
discourse has got totally messed up.

in Bollywood moves to mafia
financial crime to political involvement m
now narcotics. Caught in its coils, Bihar and
Mumbai Police bad-mouth each other with
little effort at coordination. The Supreme
Courtsteps in and orders a CBI inquiry, rais-

Finally, TVnews
have much to answer for too. In these unre-
lenting Covid-19 times, when the economy is
insharp decline, jobs are being lost and a bel-
ligerent China is sabre-rattling on the border,
the average middle-class viewer is taking

jurisdiction
in such criminal matters.
Which brings us to the elephant in the

voyeuristic delight in tracking every twist in
the case. Instead of focusing on the issue of
drug-taking, mental illness and depression
that were at the heart of the actor’s existential
crisis, as reported by the psychiatrists treating
him, the spotlight has been on salacious gos-
sip and even fabricated news. Sadly, if the
spectacle of prime time Big Boss style reality
TV is the escapist fantasy for a dystopian new
India, then why expect any better?

Post-script: Last week in Mumbai, after
interviewing the much-sought-after Chakra-
borty, Iwent for a morning walk along Marine
Drive with friends. The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) numbers had just seen unprece-
dented contraction and I thought that my
business-inclined friends would provide me
insights on the faltering economy. “Forget the
economy, tell me do you think Rhea is inno-
cent or guilty?” a friend shot back. It makes
you wonder, are we hurtling towards becom-
ing a banana republic of manic voyeurs?

The vi TV news have

for, g
voyeuristic delight n salacious gossip 1

p i is a senior
The views expressed are personal

in students, particularly
first-generation learners, the teacher
is the most critical component, guid-
ing, encouraging and challenging

lents. Empirically, studies show (4
government teachers are better ¥3
qualified and trained, and if made to

teach, they deliver better outcomes  Satya

Four, teachers and professors should go
through a five-year intensive assessment by
third parties. Leaving the assessment to state
institutions, easily influenced by the govern-
ment, or to in-house committees, will not
work. There must be disciplinary action
including removal against those teachers who
consistently fare at the bo!(om This will
result in an uptick in perfor

Five, while NEP has bmughun aconceptof
the school complex, where good teachers.
support other schools for greater resource
efficiency, this needs a system of checks and
‘balances. Otherwise, the base school will suf-
fer with teachers converting them-
selves into roving ambassadors.

The big pieces in NEP are
attempts to reduce workload,
remove the tyranny of the examina-
tion, and reduce teaching duties to
enable interaction with students in

compared toteachersof theaverage | colleges and universities. This is
private schools. But that s for busi- MaLaVat" accompanied by an emphasis on a
ness-as-usual. For the new paradigm ohanty  common admission test. The direc-

of education we are seeking, a com-
plete overhaul is neede
For one, funand i m(eracnve learning at (he

tion is correct, but it is to be noted
t there are very few people
trained in psychometric tests in India. A time-

{eachers. The provision of breakfast may bea
solution for nutritional problems of early
childhood, but not for play-based learning,
where trained teachers will be key.

Two, teachers should be completely dis-
connected from politics, for it changes their
incentives.

et to get
like in the Educational Testing Service (ETS)
in the United States, to ensure questions are
not repeated or incomprehensible questions
are avoided. Indian examiners often end up
testing the informational base, rather than
the conceptual base and the ability to analyse
this must be avoided. This

mnsmuenc)es in the bicameral state legisla-

ture. Teachers are deeply involved with focal

politics and that distorts evaluation of the out-

comes, assessmentof teachersand improving
Thi

should be the sixth reform.

And finally, on a different note, envisioning
auniversity in every district is the wrong tra-
jectory for igher educaion This exaceriates

tocollege
and university P Bylaw, it should be
proscribed.

The third is the appointment process.
School education with a class of 30 would
require 2.2 million more teachers. Ifyou add
up para-teachers, the numbers will be even

districts isa polm(:i] activity and has nothing
todowith the demand for education. The crit-
ical mass required for universities with a
modicum of quality may not exist, and poor
quality will continue to reduce the return on
education, defeating the purpose of NEP.

higher. Lai ill be nec-
essary. But it is imperative that teachers
remain on probation for a longer period of
time, say five years, before they become per-
‘manent. This is equally important for higher
education. If low faculty motivation currently
iis a problem, this will be a possible remedy.

But the policy frame-
work needs to be refined and its implementa-
tion needs more thought.

Satya Narayan Mohanty is  former education
secretary, Government of India
The views expressed are personal
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