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STARTUPS WAKE UP TO
A POST-CHINAWORLD

Many Chinese investors are looking to exit from portfolio companies in India. This could be a painful process
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ast week, after India abrupily
announced 3 ban on 59 Chinese

apps, TikTok's CEO Kevin Mayer

called fora virtual town hall with

his India employe

Over the past two years, ByteDance,
which owns TikTok and Helo (also
included in the list of the banned apps),
had established a karge presence in India.
Despite the border confliet between India
and China that led to the death of 20
oldiers and the anti-China rhe-
e as
1

on Chinese companies and investors. In
April, direct investments by Chinese
investors into Indian companies without
regulstory approval were prohibited In
that case, the impact on Indian startups
was decidedly negative—Chinese inves-

tors have poured over $8 billion into start-

ups ly or indirectly over the past
decade. and in recent years, the ‘h.nl
becosnethe mostimportant sourve ol cap-

alfor firn

had led the way in creating products for
thelndian masses. From 2006, the availa-
bility of fast, cheap internet connections
together with the proliferation of Jow-cost
smartphones (most of them Chinese)
brought hundreds of millions of Indins in
semi-urban and rural areas online.
Dozens of Chinese firms, which had
seen a similar internet boom in their
country, rapidly lunchedinternet brows-

Put together, the two policy measu
will lead to an immediate freeze on Chi-
nese capital in India’s startup ecosystem
thatis likely tolast untila political resolu-
tion of the latest border dispute. It will
leavea huge funding gap for internet firms.

spread, the Beijing-h
qumm-u ByteDance had no inkling that
abanwas coming

Mayer, who had joined TikTok as its
global CEO only in May from the Ames
canentertainment firm The Walt Disne
Company, sought o allay the concern
the India employees. Mayer, 58, mmm.

that are slready opewith the

shumpeasedby the pndeanic. This blow

ees, video apps. services and
other products specifically designed for
thisaudience. By mid-2017, apps like Bigo
Live, UC Browser, SHAREit and UC News
had already become hugely popular
morg Indians in sersaller cities and towrs.
Looking at the success of the Chinese
firms, investors started hunting for Jocal
startups in social netwarking, video and
news content witha focus on vernacular

easily
ahandful of social m'mmkmx.\l.unqm
There is 3 small possibility that if the
two governments reach a compromise,
both venture capitalists and the banned
compranses froem China will return. Hence,
hel tofth s

ByteDance enp hews
10, ‘mk.xm-rluumpluw

. ByteDance is pleading its case
covernment and has offered to

ammu::.n...uu,n-ruw headded.
But Mayer's address, which lasteda few
inutes, aited to provide much comfort

10 TikTok eenployees, wo company exec-

utives said.

“Histown hall wis really briefand thene

were nodetailson what the company can

dotodeal with this. Noane was convinced

eand data cen-
tresin India, among othee steps.
Itischear that India’s startup ecosystem
has become a key geo-political battle-
ground notwithstanding its small size—
imports in sectors like snartphones and
pharmaceuticals from China dwarf
startup activity involving the two coun-
tries. But as foreign policy experts have

- While we's
be reversed, I woudn't say anyone :m]xt(s
it. Many

language offerings. For a short period,
compuanies like ShareChat, Clip and Daily-
hunt became investor darling

However, the exparsion of TiTok with
its endless stream of addictive entertain-
ment in 2018 nearly destroyed content
startups. In 2018, ByteDance also
launched Helo to crush ShareChat, from
which Helo was copied. and outspent its
stunned rival many times over 1o attract
users. As a result, ShareChat's growth
slowed, Clip was forced tosell itself for a
pittance and investors deserted content

stablishing 4 large user ba
ByteDanc 1 to sell ads on TikTok
and Helo in 2019 Tk Tok was expected o

WHAT

Theloss of Chinese capital
will exacerbate the funding
dovmturnand could lead
o ahigher number of startup
falures and distress sales
over thenext twoyears

AND

Apartfromkosing access
toChinese capital,
large Indkan internet companies
in particular—inMobi, Oyo
and Paytm—could be hurt
by the standoff

BUT

There s asmall possibilty
that if the two govemments

and the banned companies
fram China will return

Despite the optimism, it s unclear how
many social networking startups will

for other jobs,” one of the executives said.
The government’s move, however, was
cheered by local entre-
preneurs and venture
capitalists who expect
startups in social net
working, media and
other spaces to benefit
from the forced with-
drawal of TikTok. Helo,
SHAREit, NewsDog and
others. Indian startups
have faced existential
threats mostly from
Ame

develope

vacu

m.is

The startup ecosy:
in the past d
largely because of a pelicy
oW increasi
iby the

srnment

become the fastest-growing digital ads | thrive ata large scale. Social networking | for Chinese iny
to undertak b 1 n'l.AJ..\lun st tendstobeawi k business,
acti i 'llum lulhmnmhxl ban- | rival to Facebook and YouTube, an hateven ifthe Ch appsare

 restri

tiors are s un.okm risk manoeuvres that
could help the govern-
ment save face.

One thing is certain:
the startup ecosystem,
whose in

stem, which

that no company has
.uiuu«lm nearly a decade.

‘The ban has put the brakes on this
transformation of India’s social network-
ing and online advertising spaces. One big
beneficiary so Lull.uhvn\un(h.:l Its

the past decade had
come lar, ~and
many say, because of—a
policy vacuum, is now
increasingly  being
shaped by the whims of

inthe week ater the ban, The company
plans toraise a large new round of capital
that will lift it into the unicorn chub from
its peesent valuation of about $600-650

any local startup.”

HUGEBLOW
e purpose of India’s curbs on Chi-
aese investments in April was Lo pre

deal vohumes supplied by Shunwei Capi-
tal especially in the current environment.

From late 2019, startup funding had
started toslow in India and globally in the
wake of the fsiled WeWork public offer-

vent Ch Jocal com-
pranges on the cheap during the pandesmic.
But as a blanket measure that covered

evenminority Chinese

ments, it was
and

ing Th
internet firms and forced VCs 1o freeze
new investrments, triggering a fundén
sis The Joss of C capital will exacer-

d  coubd bead

preneurs who pointed out that Chinese
fiems had anyway never sought t buy
Indian internet companies Though Chi-
nese firms and funds have invested in
startups across sizes and sectors, from
Series A companies to unicormsand from
e-commerce, mobility, logistics 1o finan
cial s healtheare and education,
they are mh minority s

toa higher number of startup fadlures and
distress sales over the next two years.

INTHE CROSSHAIRS
part from losing sccess to Chinese
capital, three large Indian internet
companies in particular—InMobi, Oyo
.qu Pyt —conbd be hurt by thestand-off
between

Afterthe restrictions were announced,
aw firms raced o complete funding deals
i rethe nuletook
lawyers urged
thei Chinese cients o conti ing
albeit in smallervolumes. Theadvice was
lieJow and this will pass. At least two fund-
e rdio- e

Unlike most Indian startups, which
have avoided venturing into China,
InMobi and Oyo have large operations
there and count the country asane of their
top two markets. InMobi has said that it
generates about a fourth of its revenues

!run(’hi ,\\hik'()‘mh.uiuu'.\hdhnn
i g

signed in May and early June and sent to
Indian reguls + approval (which
hasn't been granted yet). Some startups
trying to raise funds from Chinese funds
had even discussed the possibility of shift-
ing their holding company 10 Sirgapore to
getaround the new rule.

But the lethal clash between the two
countries over the Galwan Valley dashed
any hopesof aspeedy returm to normaley
dors. Many of them are
now sctively looking 1o exit from portfolio

banned for good. only s very small aum-
beroflocal startups could end up extract-
ingany meaningful value.

And while the banned Chinese apps
serve hundreds of milions, theiraciual

. especially those that they
believe are underperforming, people
familiar with the matter said. They are
willing 1l their
shares in secondary
share sales st significant
discounts toth

revenue
p purchases—was relatively
ecting the low spending
pow heir users. One internet analyst
nlmulud the overall business on these
luding Iubhn(un and Shein,

million. ShareChat, . has at

P
allLulSllnlhuu nually

usethedr technology p
capital tooverpower local rivals. Ifthe ban
an Chinese companics siays, il provide
respite 1o local st

consistency and stability in policymaking
could easily swing the other rway and hurt
investor outlook over the ¢

removing one set of competitors whorn
they believe were engaged in the unfa
e of “capital dumping *

The ban was the second time in months
that India had moved to put restrictions

SOCIALREVIVAL
or years, entrepreneursand investors
have talked big about “building for
Bharat,” but it was the Chinese firms that

haveall registered a spike in app down-
loadssince the ban. “If the ban continues,
il be 2 defining moment for social net-
working startups.” said Anand Lunis,
partner at venture ca India Quo-

o i Whileit 1| In .u!dnhun investors expect Google
n and Chinese companies that moves ik by adtechfi andF
Alimithe thelackof | TikTok clones like Chingari and Mitron | of ad revenues given up by the Chinese

companies. "It very likely that much of

e ad spending that would have gone o
ik Tok or NewsDog will now be moved to
YouTube (owned by Google), Facebook
Aby Facebook),”an

tient, which was one of the earliest back-
exsof ShareChat, Clip, Roposo and oher
social

executive ata content startup said. “These
apps are considered safe advertising
ipli d their reach is unrivalled by

panies’ present valua-
tions, the people said. In
portfolio companies that
are thriving, Chinese
investors are holding on
fae now.

The unravelling of
Chinese holdings in
Indian startups will be a long, painful
process that will hurt both parties. In
future, Chinese firms could invoke

rifolio f

eholder r

make it betherso
\stors

capita without th

in \u.ul.nr),mnmm .

Any r atory action by China will
('.um‘sumﬁl.mlxluna. tothetwolims
Oyo seems especially vulnerable, as its
business has collapsed globally; Chin:
whose economy has reopened afterit suc-
cesstully controlled the pandemic, was
ane of the few markets where a strong

recovery was possible for Oyo this year.
Paytm, India’s most valuable startup,
Tas close ties with China's Alibaba Group,
which in tum is known to be close 1o
China's ruling paty. Alibaba'ssistee firm

biggest shareholder in
Paytm E-commerce.
The Alibaba Group
controls nearly 40% in
Paytm and Paytm
commerce. Alibaba
and Paytm run a joint
venture in online gam-
ing Paytm First Game:
Paytm has also said in
the past that it uses Ali-
yun, Alibaba's cloud computing service.
Giventhat linancial services is considered
a sensitive sector by India, Paytm'’s ties

firms could

that

e for thesr

holder rights that make it
their portfolio firms to raise fresh capital
without the former’s participation. The
more likely consequence of the India-
China stand-off on startups, however, is
that they will struggle to find replace-
ments for Tencent's large cheques. of the

ith Alil
regulators
Paytmsaid that none of its “inves
atherstakeholders” have access toits cus-
tomer data. “All of the data across all our
ventures are stored in India,” 2 Paylm
spokesperson said
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Our stock marketsneed
afresh supply of shares

Indian shareindicesaretouching post-covid highsin arally that looksrather fragile To

moderateequity priceinflation, wecould speed up disinvestment and easel POsby startups

ndian stock marketsscaled another post-

covid high on Tuesday, buoyed by aglobal

rally and reportsof acalming of border

tensionsbetween Indiaand China The

30-share BSE Sensex, anindex of India's

largest and most actively traded stocks,
hassoared by some 40%aboveitslockdown-
shock low of about 25,638 in late March. This
rally hasbeen fuelled not just by retail money
viamutual funds, but also by aglut of liquidity
doshing around global financial marketsin
search of returns. The covid crisishad
prompted theworld’sbig central banksto ease
money supply in vast quantities, and ultra-
cheap fundsgoinginto equitiesand bonds
haveraised concernsof asset priceinflation.
Indian shareshave gained, too, asforeign port-
folioinvestorspoured 3218.3billion into
domestic equitiesin June, the highest this
year. Market momentum hasbeen aided by
upbeat datacoming out of the USand China,
lately, and some analystshave cited local fac-
torstojustify Dalal Street’soptimism. Yet, our
boursesseem to haverun ahead of financial
fundamentals, given that the full impact of the
economic blow delivered by covid-Wisstill to
show upin corporate earnings. Ashad newson
performancefiltersin, moreand more stocks
will probably look overvalued. Inall, Indiahas
had nolet-up in coronaviral infections, uncer-
tainty aboundson variousfronts, and it could
takevery littlefor thefragility of thecurrent
rally toreveal itself.

With loose monetary policiesunlikely tobe
reversed anytime soon, too much money could
chasetoo few stocksfor quiteawhile, inflating
pricesinthebargain. If dollar inflowskeep the
rupee’sexternal valueon anincline, then savvy

global investorscould count on carry-trade
profitsby borrowing cheaply in advanced
economiesand deploying themoney in high-
yieldingrisk assetsin India. In such circum-
stances, it would help if the supply of equities
weretorise, too. Thegovernment can play a
major rolein seeing thishappen. It just hasto
offload chunksof itsequity holdingsin state-
held companies. Itsdisinvestment target for
theyear, at 32.1trillion, could perhapseven be
met if it shufflesitsoffer list to put shareson
salethat arelikely toattract regular buyers,
rather than strategicinvestors. Instead of Air
India, thus, it could go ahead with aninitial
public offering (IPO) of aslice of Life Insurance
Corporation, asenvisaged, though the
insurer’spolicy-holderswould haveto be
assured that they won't bedeprived of profit
bonuses. Sharesin other public sector enter-
prisescould be hawked aswell.

Old businesses, however, may not elicit quite
asmuch interest asnew ones. Every crisisthat
shakesup an economy tendsto createanew
set of winners, raring-to-go companiesthat
either pivot quickly tonew realitiesor seize
opportunities presented by change. While
amost all businesseshave been hit by the
covid crisis, some startups may be onto some-
thingthat requiresexpansion money. Angel
fundsand venture capital havetended tothese
needs, largely, but it may betimefor some of
thesetogo public. Few may havethe profit
record needed for an IPO, under our current
rules, but perhapssuch preconditionscould be
eased abit in favour of aprimary market
revival. Discerning investorsmight bekeen to
put prospectusesunder their lensand acquire
abunch of new stocksfor the post-covid era.

\Y4

Our government holdsthelock
but not keystoaself-reliant India

Policymakerscant createglobal championsbut can foster conditionsfor theseto emergeand thrive

e

iseditorial director, ‘Swarajya magazine

s/veaem_ersmay help, they may not

dominanceinvolved specialization and

necessarily

world-beating . Indian
companies,or even get world becters | companiescompeting with Googleor
Chil ould bea

toshift their supp
Thegovernment would thusdowell
tounderstand what createsglobal
champs. Governmentshave very little
todowith their creation.

D-year project that would take more
thanincentives. In awinner-takes-al
scenario, you need tofirst create agreat
product at agreat price. Oncethat is

Reality 1 C while

u gf
befor theidea Thisisthe

jover Govern-
mentscannot create global champions,
though mercantilist ocunmesllke

story of Jio asmuch asof Google.
ReelnyA Don’t Hre( about domestic

Japan, South h. The point isyou
atonepoint. What governmentscando | cannot beat an Amazon or Walmart
iscr g evenin y about
tory that i Indian
heor I growth and gobble
tensionswith Chinamay or may Airtel and Reliance Jio did not emerge companies, and become national
not pan out asdesired by India, ie, survivors ,sothat they can take on
with therestoration of X L anointed them | global giants. Such regulation should

asin April thisyear. Thekilling of 20
soldierssparked outrage, leading to
callsfor aboycott of Chinese goodsand
investments. Thegovernment has
banned 59 Chi

aswinners. Nor did TCS, Infosysand
Wipro become global outsourcing
giantsbecause of thegovernment. They

kick in after amonopoly or cartel devel-
opsin India, and not merely because
current market shareslook high. A big

Chinesebidsin someinfrastructure
projects, even ascargofrom Chinahas
got delayed at Indian ports.
Onanother plane, it hasalso
announced plansfor Atmanirbhar Bha-
rat, aself-reliant India, which tiesin
withitseffortstoreduce over-depend-

for their growth was
posmve bothin Indiaand abroad.
Reality 2: Thisrule partly contradicts
thefirst, butisan essentia factor in
global success. Once adomestic market
declaresitswinners, governments mat-
ter in helping them go global. Bigmulti-
national companiesare alwaysviewed

enceon Ct
mistshave derided these efforts, assum-
ingthat it will take Indiaback totheera
of costly import substitution. The boy-

cott call hasalso been criticized because

with suspicion, nment:
that don’t stand four-square behind
their own giantsmay find that they

nothingin
theglobal context. We should look at
dominancein aglobal context and not a
local one. Consider what Jio'svaluation
would have been if the Competition
Commission had barred it from taking
on Facebook's $5.7 billion investment
becauseit wasalready the Indian tele-
com market'sleader.

Reality 5: Supply chainsinvolving
medium and small companiesarecre-
ated by large companies, not govern-
of loose talk about

never
market. Large government contracts

global supply chainsmovingtoinia

it P P-
tionsin our own economy.

paniesabroad cannot happen without

stpchhamslosel up. Maruti hasa

Thesecnt\cns’nsa’eat least half governmenl support for our
wrong. Import rksin
port o Today,a at over $66 billion

th T

and $44billion. If Voda-

However, crmcsneedm bstaken

fone Groupison the block, and either
Ame{ orJ\owamwbuyn itwould

seriouslyin
forcesexist and the cost of import sub-
titution will behigh. In order tolure
companiesto “Makein India”,incen-
nvesarebsmgoﬂsredmseclorshke

political support.
Reamya Theglobal market is
increasingly becoming awinner-takes-
all one. Google, Facebook, Amazon,
Appleand Microsoft areall near

ply inIndiaand alsoin China

and Japan. Itssupply chain isdeter-
mined byitsneeds.

Inshort, the government must not
think it needsto createwinners, but
that it must foster theright environ-
ment for winnersto emerge from the
soil of India. Oncethey do, you must
back them tothehilt.

Thegovernment holdsthelock but
nmthekeyswA\mamrbhar Bharat. As

iswell oiled,

ingredi-
ents)and electronics. Whilethese

eas.

their resp
Evenin

will find their own.

ing, C!

10 DEARS AGO
mint -~ {4

JUst A rROTCET

VA dels ;gm;g;m;g; " 5
brewingin g
berking

Bewaretheinvestment
activity that produces
applause;the great moves
areusually greeted by

yawns.

WARREN BUFFETT

Theuntold stor y behind theevolution of privacyrights

RAHUL MATTHAN

isapartner at Trilegal and also

hasapodcast bythename B chapter toour law’”

ost peopleyou askwill tell you that

modern privacy law originated with

anarticle called TheRight toPrivacy
written by Sam Warren and LouisBrandies
and published inthe Harvard Law Review.
Ithasbeen called the “most influential law
review article of all time” and
thedevelopment of privacy law around the
world. Roscoe Pound went so far as to
remark that it did “nothing lessthan add a

outinthisarti-

‘When they wrote their article in 1890, of Boston sen- topr eflected
Warren and younglawyers | ator and by jolet. As | brother, Edward. Young Ned Warren was | clein Olmstead vsUS in which LouisBran-
setting out to aresult, featuredinthesociety | openly homosexual a thetimewhen tobeso | deis—who had by that time become ajudge

and their eponymous aw firm. They were
both incredibly smart men whohad gradu-
ated first and second in their classin Har-

pagesof Boston newspapers, thesubject of
the sort of gossip and mnuenqo that upset

wasnot only acrime, but onefor which per-
sonalities as famous as Oscar Wilde were

Samuel Warren noend. o yel-

that they
wculd not besurpassed for another 80 years.
Likeall good entrepreneurs theytriedtoget
published to showcase their scholarship,
thereby enhancing the reputation of their
practice. But why they chose this subject
matter of all

not quiteclear. Asgood asit was thearticle
wasnothing liketheprevioustwothey had
authored intheHarvard Law Reviev—both
of which had discussed the mundane but

Machina. His Twitter handle is

@matthan

It featured pi

in the Right to
Privacy judgment issued by nine judgesof
the Supreme Court of Indiain Puttaswamy
vsUnion of India, being mentioned by four
of thefivejudgeswhowroteopinions I his
lead opinion, Justice D.Y. Chandrachud,
whilerecognizing theshortcomingsof using

y mor lucrative
Lawol Ponds.

By dl accounts, it wasWarren who held
thepen onthisarticle. Brandeisreportedly
distanced himself from the initial drafts,
commenting that it was not as good asit
should be. Thisintselfisstrange, given that

to etablish Indian law, could not help but
axnowiedgeitsinfluenceinarticulatingthe
notion that theright toprivacy

Br asthe
“brains’ of theduo. But when you consider
Warren'spersonal circumstances, it all sarts

ment of thebasic need of every individual to

livewith dignity.

Sam Warren had married well abovehis
so-called station. Hiswife, Mabel Bayard,

j
article where he states:
“Gossip is no longer the
resource of theidleand of
the vicious, but has
become atrade, which is
pursued with industry as
well aseffrontery.” Itisfor
thisreason that many legal
historians have suggested
that the Right to Privacy
article was Warren's
defence against a yellow
press corps that he
believed had itssights on
his wife's family, and by
association hisown.

be left

An 1890 article
by Warren and

Brandeis set the
stage for our

legal acceptance
of theright to

. Just ayear before
the article, newspapers in Boston had
breathlessly reported the
“Cleveland Street Scan-
dal”, about ahomosexual
services ring that catered
toupper-classmen.
Thoseweretheparticu-
lar circumstances under
which Sam Warren set out
to write the article. No
doubt, all thesefactorshad
influenced his thinking,
guiding his hand as he
casefor the

of the USSupreme Court—wrote apowerful
opinion that was made law in the case of
Griswold vs Connedticut. This, in turn, was
invoked in aseries of gay rights cases that
culminated in Obergefell vsHodges—the case
inwhich the USSupreme Court recognized
that everyone has afundamental right to
marry another person of the same sex.
InIndia, when afive-judge bench of the
Supreme Court overturned theearlier deci-
sionof asmaller bench in Navtg Singh Johar
vsUnionof India, these casesfeatured inthe
rich tapestry of decisionsfrom around the
world that were cited in arguments in
favour of writing down Section 377 of the
Indian Penal Codein order todecriminalize

alone development of aright to
be left alone, which was

clearly aimed at the press

However, recent
light on another theory that soundsjust as
plausible. In a deeply researched article
titled About Ned (bit ly/3grlukX), CharlesCol-
man mh\sawmpeumg lheory sug-

and sion:
Thefoundational impact that the article
hashad on privacy law iswell known. Butin

There isno way Samuel Warren could
have madethemotivationsbehind writing
the article public a the time he wrote it.
Back then, being even remotely associated
with gay rightscould have sunk hiscareer.
But hisarticle on the right to privacy did

thelight of mation, itisproba-
blyworth highlighting theroleit hashadin

theL GBTQ+commu-
nitythesort of rightsand freedomsthat he

gestingWarren’s
articlewasnot gossip |nvo\vmg hlswwe but

the LGBTQ+com-
munity. The US Supreme Court first

IdF hisbrother. Evenifit
took over acentury and aquarter toachieve.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

CRISIS OF THE FUTURE

Collapse of mid-day meal scheme in pandemic could affect food
security of most vulnerable. There is much to learn from Kerala

NMONDAY, areporti

how, inBihar's Bhagalpur

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, WEDNESDAY, JULY 8,2020
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‘WORDLY WISE
IF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE MADE ANY SENSE,
LACKADAISICAL WOULD HAVE SOMETHING
TO DO WITH A SHORTAGE OF FLOWERS. — DouG LARSON

Line of actual decontrol

Over 10years, India’s import basket from China hasn’t
changed. There is need to think beyond trade barriers

P VAIDYANATHAN IYER

THE FIRST THAW in the Galwan Valley is a
tentative one and no one’s guessing how it
will play out. With the India-China face-off
continuing along the border, can it be busi-
ness as usual for a democratically elected

district, the COVID-19 crisi id low one of

try'sfightagainstmalnutrition — the Mid-Day Meal (MDM)Scheme. Children
of one of the most marginalised Dalit communities in Bihar, the Musahars,
have taken torag-picking fte the scheme, whic aday

In times like these, it may be
instructive to refer to Adam Smith's treatise,
“Anlnquiry intothe Nature and Causes of the
Weallh of Nations". Defending England's

tive action. Afer being prodded by the National Human Rights Commission and the Patna
High Court, which itha toensure
distribution of rations to school chl]dren for three months and transfer of money to their

orthatoftheir; But given

report,

ctof 1651,
which required cargo from British colonies
to be carried only in British ships, Smith had
said that defence is of much more impor-
tance than opulence. In simple words, na-
tional security takes precedence over wel-
fare or prosperity of the people. This may
sound antithetical towhatthe Scottish econ-

that chil ofdry cooked
meals? The case of childrenof Bhagalpur food PO
securityforc g the pan- .

demic. With schools closed and anganwadi workers engaged in COVID surveillance work,
thereis areal danger that the nutrition of such children could be compromised.

Tamil Nadu was the first state to introduce the MDM scheme in the 1960s. The Central

‘hildren b in 1995. However, initially, most states

got away by providing dry rations. It took a Supreme Court order of 2001 for all states to

introduce cooked meals. The order also specified that provide children

and one of the earliest
proponents of free trade stood for.

For India, defence and welfare have al-
ways complemented one another. Since
1990-91, when New Delhi, forced by an eco-
nomic crisis at home, shunned its four-
decade-heavy ideological burdens and
‘walked the difficult path of reforms, growth

with “at least 300 calories and 812 grams of protein each day of school for a minimum
of 200 days in a year”. Since then, a large body of scholarly work has shown how hot,
cooked food attracted students to schools and improved their nutritional status.
Recognising the entraltyof the MDM scheme in me food security of children, the SC
alerted state at he p: ic: “Non-supply of nutritional
food to the chil aslactating and nursin; lead to large-scale mal-
nourishment, particularly in rural and tribal areas.” Taking suo motu cognisance of the
‘matter on March 18, the Court asked states to ensure that “schemes for nutritional food
for children are not adversely affected”. Most states, including Bihar, responded by sub-
stituting MDM with dry rations. But such rations may not be sufficient.

The pandemic has led to widespread economic distress. In such times, the need to
strengthen food securi -annot| inBihar —amongst
the worst performers on child nutrition. It, and other states, have much to learn from
Kerala, which ensured that the MDI
States should also heed the SC's warning: “While dealing with one crisis, the situation
‘may not lead to creation of another crisis.”

especi:

END OF A DREAM

Kuwait's indigenisation drive points to impending return of
migrants from Gulf — there will be challenges on both sides

UWAIT'S MOVE TO reduce the share of expatriates in its workforce has
deepened the spectre of an exodus of Indians from the Gulf. A draft Bill in
the National Assembly has proposed that the percentage of Indian citizens
in Kuwait should not exceed 15 per cent of its population — nearly 8 lakh

Indians may have to leave Kuwait.

The possibilty of a migrant exodus from West Asia i not new. Many countries in the

Gulf ing toreplac workforce withlocals. Saudi Arabia
hichintrod —in
2011 Recently, Oman had proposed a phased reduction of expatsints workforce. Expat

ked toGulf
inthe 1960s and 70s. They wer
necessary skills,or the will, to meet the new economy. The Subcontinent was
amajorbeneficiary of thisec i illed work-
ers.Kerala, for instance, built onits historic relations with the region to plugn to the Gulf
economy. Remittances from the Gulf boosted the Kerala economy, even funding its wel-

omed al populationlacked the

an
unstated sine qua non of national security.
Theoverhaul ofindustrial and trade policies,
muchtothe tion of domestic

Over the past few wecks,
India’s coercive diplomacy has
seen a turn that is hardly
surprising given China’s

Tlige e and the national

industryand many political parties, meanta
gradual reduction in average customs tariffs,
easing of foreign investment norms, and do-
ingaway with many licensing requirements.
‘This, c helped

mood. A flurry of decisions
such as banning Chinese
apps bamnn Chinese

p es from bidding for

the domestic industry achieve scale and be-
come more competitive. It helped India grow.
Higher growth rates meant more people be-
ing pulled out of poverty through the last
three decades.

Globalisation stood the country in good
stead. Buoyancy in world economic growth
coupled with an upswing in global trade
helped India clock a trend growth rate of 8-
plus per cent a year in the mid 2000s. Take
the five-year period 2003-04 to 2007-08, till
the Lehman Brothers’ collapse froze global
financial markets, and the crisis spilled over
tothe real economy: India’s GDP growth rate
averaged ataround 8.7 percentayearon the
back of robust exports which grew an aver-
age 25 per cent during the five years. India
emerged as one of the fastest growing
economies in the world.

It was this economic success that lent

road projects, stopping
imports of power equipment,
prohibiting Chinese
investment in micro, small

India weight in global geo-politics. As dark
clouds gathered over the world economy in
the second half of 2008, the then US
President, George Bush, called for an emer-
gency summit of the Group of 20 (G20)
Countries in Washington DC in November.
Toacorrespondent who reported from three
G20 summit venues in the first two years, it
was clear that it was the spectacular growth
over the previous five years that had cata-
pulted India into the global league. India’s
advice was sought, and incorporated, in the
G20 final declaration.

The trade policy since the 1990s —
through its openness — contributed enor-
‘mously to economic prosperity which acted
like the bone and sinew to national security.
India’s merchandise exports quintupled
from $63.84 billion in 2003-04 to $314.40 bil-

diplomacy has seen a turn that is hardly sur-
prising given China's belligerence and the na-
tional mood. Aflurry of decisions suchas ban-
ningChineseapps, barring Chinese companies
from bidding for road projects, stopping im-
portsof powerequipment, prohibiting Chinese
investment in micro, small and medium en-
terprises, and blocking their consignmentsin
ports, were taken. The intention is to send a
message across that Beijing will have to incur
aneconomic cost for such misadventure.
But such sanctions by India alone will
hardly sting China, which has responded in
good measure to punitive trade actions by
the US. For India, it may work only when
there is a broader coalition among big eco-
nomic powers, including the US, Japan, UK
and Australia. Promoting domestic industry
for everythmg that is imported from China

lionin2013-14, recordinga -
nual growth rate (CAGR) of 17.28 per cent
during the period. In the next five years, till
2018-19, however, the CAGR plunged, to just
about 1 per cent. In fact, merchandise exports
in2019-20, at $314.31 billion, were exactly
atthe same level oratad lower thanin 2013-
14,at$314.40 billion. In these six years, India
avoided trade deals with other countries or
I d i

prompting
icy responses and more protectionism, with
industry lobbies making the most of it.

The ongoing crisis opens a window for
New Delhi to reset relations with China.
More than barriers to trade, what s vital for
the government is to reduce what
TeamLease’s Manish Sabharwal describes as
“regulatory cholesterol”. Labour alone pres-

eral segments, and the domestic industry
continues to lobby for more.

There is telling evidence of New Delhi's
rising dependence on Beijing for imports
across kcyscctors Bo[h [heLlPAand NDA did

Indialncin the form of 463
Acts, 32,542 compliances and 3,048 filings.

Today, neither can China’s role in the
world economy be wished away, nor canits
dominant position in the global supply chain
be ignored. New Delhis trade policy needs

Trial policy o strategically counter this The
composition of the basket of imports from
China over the last 10 years shows nothing
haschanged. Fourofth 0p v ctegories of

and medium enterprises, and
blocking their consignments
in ports, were taken. The
intention is to send a message
across that Beijing will have to
incur an economic cost for
such misadventure. But such
sanctions by India alone

will hardly sting China, which
has responded in good
measure to punitive trade
actions by the US.

items that
mained the same in the decade leading up
t02018-19: Electronics, mechanical machin-

ery, organic chemicals, and iron and steel.
‘The industrial policy hardly picked any
dwayi UPA'S

higher growth,
which can be achieved only through more,
notless, globalisation. Perhaps one way for-
ward in redefining the engagement with
China could be in not viewing this relation-
shipin the binary of friend or foe, particu-
larly since India shares a4,056-kmlongbor-
derwithit.

Post Script: In his book “On Adam Smith's
We.ll[h of Nations: A Philosophical

second term, then National Security Advisor
Shivshankar Menon and then Commerce
Secretary Rahul Khullar did prepare a strat-
egy to correct this imbalance. Among the
biggest concerns then, and now —a disrup-
tion in supply chains, especially in sensitive
sectors such as pharmaceuticals. A strategy
documentwas prepared, only to gather dust.

Over the past few weeks, India's coercive

, professor at University of
Illmols, Samuel Fleischacker has a brilliant
take on Smith’s dialogic writing style. Yes,
Smith concedes the Navigation Actas accept-
able interventionism, but starts the discus-
sion noting that the Act “is not favourable to
foreign commerce, or the gro
ulence which can arise from

puiyer@expressindia.com
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BULBBUL, NETFLIX India’s latest release, is

fare net, while also helping to check in the state. Th  pockets Tecent

inIndia that have benefited similarly from the Gulf econom pandemic,

two main factors seemed to be driving a change i this symbiotic that has isaproductofant orld. Writer Anvita
Jasted bothresions One esmthe  Duttstarted writingthe film, whichis her i-
o eonle Two e e rectorial debut, with an image — that ofa
e e R hiding her feet under her sari in fear.

‘The image made it to the film that is setina

onexpat
enforce quotasinthe privatesector o rovide obs tolocal youths.
ject,itis doubtful if the emi-

house-
hold in Benga] Bulbbul's (Tripti Dimri) hus-

rates,

she never wears shoes. She never learns, he
says. It's an odd comment, for the scene is

instructive. However,

workers, to augment th

THE REAL HORROR (FILM)

In ‘Bulbbul’, moment of dread is not about female demon, but husband inflicting violence

consumption-driveneconomiesafloatwithout expatworkers SaudiArabia'sexperienceis 7 he
v migiantwork- might be in love with his brother, Satya
ersfrom the Gulf. Last week, it announced Dream Kerala, a project to support the: mmmmg (AvinashTripathy), ofthefilm's
NRIs. Over 1.5 lak running motif of Bulbbul’s feet, however, the

turned from the Gulf countries after the outbreak of COVID-19, of which close to 70,000 commentfits in perfectly. ‘What could have been only

have lost jobs. The challenge is enormous and can only get bigger in the coming months.

CARRY ON REGARDLESS

The dreadful double negative “irregardless” is given sanction
by Merriam-Webster, and old fault lines resurface

HEILLOGICAL AMERICANISM “ " hersand

The first time we see the child-bride
Bulbbul is through a shot of her feet. While
dressing her feetinalta, heraunttells her that
toe-rings preventgirls from flying away; they
are for keeping youiin control. Later her sister-
in-law alludes to this when she comments on
Bulbbul's relationship with Satya by saying
that her toe rings have become loose. The de-
mon-woman is known to have inverted feet
and the first time we see the good doctor
Sudip (Parambrata O\at[opadhyay) Bulbbul

purists for over a hundred years, and now they are fit to be tied because the
Merriam-Webster dictionary suggests that it is a legitimate word. Itis the
boojur of double negatives, whose use s historically deprecated because
. word could take their place. Logically,
irregardlss only means regardful. Bu just to diddle you, it actually means cxactly the
sameas “regardless”, and only intensifiesitsimpact in adroll sort of way. In fact, itis a port-
manteau word masquerading as a double negative. Lexicographers surmise that it is a
blend of “irrespective” and “regardless”.

Afew years ago, the Guardian putit right at the top of st of infuriating double nega-

tives like and " Itnoted theirrisi whichitread
D However,
even DrJohnson, the father of English le: .mmnh them. He was ap-

parently setoffby the word “irresistless”, i

But the validity of
logical Ifacritical mass of useit
fine. And so, horrifically, the word “miniscule”, a common misspelling of “minuscule”,
has been judged to be a variant by the Oxford English Dictionary. “Kudos”, which s sin-
gularin Greek but hasa confusing plural ending in English, persistently litters the letters
colums on the facing page,and no one cares.But ke “irregardless”, badly-formed words
energise colloguial Couldastraight

the Songof Solomon.
notbe judgedbyits
if it's just

«
~fememenn Lindi enaarh ~c in tha namelar abraca s bod b e realfhad™

th her feet.
Her fect are a0 what her husban tar-
gets,ashe hits herinaslow motion sequence.

horror, plays out as fantasy.
This choice comes from its
gendered lens, for depicting
the world realistically would
have meant acting out status
quo. Iflife in the film was
realist and literal, the first
Bulbbul would have long
been forgotten, and the
second Bulbbul would have
never got the chance to exist.

Feet, thatliterally take us places,signify mo-
bility, making them a dangerous prospect for
women. The men, both Indranil and Satya,
walkaway toanew life when there s noth-
ing left for them back home. The women
have to find other ways.

Bulbbul often moves from the literal to
themetaphorical,not justinits usc of feetas
metaphor,butalsoinits representationof its
protagonist. There are two Bulbbuls, In the
flashback scenes, she is childlike, unable to
hide her feelings and unwilling to learn the
rules of the adult world. The other is the
Bulbbul of the present, in control, able to
laughatthose who caused her misery inthe
past, aware of the power she yields over
them. Ifthe former Bulbbul exists despite pa-

binary.

Apart from recent films centred on fe-
male ghosts, Bulbbul also reminds me of
Qissa, where patriarchy itself is personified
asaghost, lost and abandoned after destroy-
ing the lives of women around him. While
both Qissaand Bulbbul depict the horrors of
patriarchy, they are not just horror films. In
Bulbbul, what could have been only horror,
plays out as fantasy. This choice comes from
its gendered lens, for depicting the world re-
alistically would have meant acting out sta-
tus quo. If life in the film was realist and lit-
eral, the first Bulbbul would have long been
forgotten, and the second Bulbbul would
'have never got the chance to exist.

In fact, the horror moment in the film is

triarchy, the latter nditina
household now free of its men.

The penultimate fire sequence is tragic,
for Satya follows in the tradition of his
brother by starting the fire. But what are we
really mourning? Perhaps we are mourn-
ing the loss of what could have been be-
tween Bulbbul and Satya. Unlike her, Satya
is not untainted by patriarchy for even his
Jjealousy towards Sudip is soon taken over
by his desire to punish her for playing with
the rules. Sudip, too, can only imagine
Bulbbul in a binary — she has to be a devi
(goddess)if sheis ot a demon. Perhaps, we
are mourning the existence of this limiting

not the with her in-
verted feet, but the slow motionse sequenceof
the husband inflicting violence. Raja Ravi
Varma's “Jatayu Vadham" in the background
seeks to contextualise his act, equating him
with Ravana, perhaps to remind us how the
film views his act of violence. The real hor-
Tor, though, is that the sequence itself, shot
in a painting-like style, becomes an uneasy
reminder of how we end up immortalising
actsof male violence, sometimes as courage,
and in this case, as terror.

Magazine is aNew Delhi-based writer
and holdsaPhD in film studies

Jury 8,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

DISPUTE SETTLED

THE INTERSTATE GODAVARI water dispute
was settled by a tribunal which has ordered
all the five concerned states to abide by the
water sharing agreements they had earlier
signed amongst themselves. Beginning 1975,
the five states, Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa

also provides for the diversion of water from
the Polavaram barrage to the Krishna basin
and allocates the share of the upper basin
states asa result of this diversion.

BANDH IN AssaM

clerical staff was almost totally absent.

ASSAULT ON WOMEN

‘THE OPPOSITION IN the Lok Sabha raised a
storm over the issue of criminal assault on
womenbelongingtomarginalised sectionsof

MORE POLICEMEN THAN employees were
present in the Assam government offices,
where normal was completely

n
selves covering 80 per cent of Godavari’s wa-
ters. The tribunal's final settlementhas appor-
tioned the remaining 20 per cent water
equitably amongst these states. The decision

disrupted on thefirst day of the 14-day pick-
eting At the state secretariatin Dimapur, there
was hardly any activity even in the rooms of
topofficials. Around of the secretariat showed

society. Repeatedly, the CPM
insisted on the admission f his adjournment
motionontheissue. Pramila Dandavate of the
Janata Party demanded promptaction against
the culprits. She talked about the reported
rapeof 14tribalwomen near Gondavillage of
UP last month by armed hoodlums, and the
reported case of rape of nine SC womenina

of the tribunal also provides for the joint con-
i i I*

that about 200 of the 4,000 employees re-
The
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More sabre-rattling, more isolation

Chinese muscularity in the South China Sea is leading to a growing chorus of protest

JAYANT PRASAD

The Philippines invoked the dispute
settlement mechanism of the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) in 2013 to test the legality
of China’s ‘nine-dash line’ regarding
the disputed Spratlys. In response,
the Permanent Court of Arbitration
(PCA) at The Hague decreed in its Ju-
Iy 12, 2016 judgment that the line had
“no legal basis.” China dismissed the
judgment as “null and void.”

The South China Sea (SCS) is im-
portant not just to its littoral coun-
tries. It has been a transit point for
trade since early medieval times,
contains abundantly rich fisheries,
and is a repository of mineral depo-
sits and hydrocarbon reserves.

The PCA verdict

The PCA award undermined the Chi-
nese claim. It held that none of the
features of the Spratlys qualified
them as islands, and there was no le-
gal basis for China to claim historic
rights and to the resources within the
‘nine-dash line’. The UNCLOS pro-
vides that islands must sustain habi.
tation and the capacity for non-ex-
fractive economic activity. Reefs and
shoals that are unable to do so are
considered low-tide elevations.

The award implied that China vio-
lated the Philippines Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ). It noted that Chi-
na had aggravated the situation by
undertaking land reclamation and
construction, and had harmed the
environment and violated its obliga-
tion to preserve the ecosystem. Chi-
na dismissed the award as “a political
farce under the pretext of law.”

Given the power equations, the
Philippines did not press for enforce-
‘ment of the award and acquiesced in
the status quo. Not one country chal-
lenged China, which agreed to settle
disputes bilaterally, and to continue
work on a Code of Conduct with
countries of the ASEAN.

Given that their economic ties
with China are deepening, it may ap-
pear that the ASEAN countries are
bandwagoning with China. In reality,
there is growing discontent. While
avoiding military confrontation with

Chinese construction works on Johnson South Reef in the disputed Spratly

Islands. = THE NEW YORK TIMES

China, they are seeking political insu-
rance, strengthening their navies,
and deepening their military rela
tionships with the United States.

Vietnam has added six Kilo-class,
Russian-origin submarines to its na-
vy. France, Germany and the Nether-
lands, respectively, have supplied
Formidable-class stealth ships to Sin-
gapore, patrol boats to Brunei Darus-
salam, and corvettes to Indonesia. Ja-
pan is partially funding the
upgradation of the Indonesian coast
guard. Indonesia and the Philippines
are in early stages of exploring pro-
curement of the BrahMos missile
from India. The other ASEAN coun-
tries that have shown interest are
Thailand and Vietnam.

Growing Chinese muscularity in
the SCS is visible in the increased pa-
trolling and live-fire exercising by
Chinese naval vessels; ramming and
sinking of fishing vessels of other
claimant countries; renaming of SCS
features; and building of runways,
bunkers, and habitation for possible
long-term stationing of personnel on
the atolls claimed by China.

Chinese exploration and drilling
vessels compete aggressively with
those of other littoral countries in
the disputed waters. Petronas has
been prospecting for oil in the Malay-
sian EEZ. A Chinese spokesperson
claimed in early June that its own sur-
vey vessel in the same area was con-
ducting “normal activities in waters
under Chinese jurisdiction.”

The festering regional resentment
against China resulted in the unmut-
ing of the ASEAN response to the
growing Chinese footprint in the SCS
at its 36th Summit on June 26, 2020.

China might have overreached by
showing its aggressive hand prema-

Ethiopia’s bloody mayhem

The Oromos are furious that Hundeessaa has been
killed even as traditional fault-lines are being redrawn

GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM

The gruesome death of at least 80
protesters following the cold-blood-
ed murder of Ethiopian political sin-
ger Haacaaluu Hundeessaa shows
that tensions in Ethiopia continue to
fester. The iconic musician, who be-
longed to the largest but highly mar-
ginalised Oromo ethnic i

largest groups has predictably pro-
voked a backlash from the traditional
power elites. Mr. Abiy’s cabinet over-
haul and the removal of the heads of
the army and intelligence services
soon after he assumed office were
criticised as targeting the Tigrayans.

An inclusive national identity
i an to

was killed on June 29. Haacaaluu, a
cultural icon, used to sing about the
enduring nature of state-sponsored
Oromo marginalisation.

Unrest since 2015

Since 2015, there have been protests
in Oromia, sparked by the decision to
extend the administration of the cap-
ital into Oromia Region, the territory
of the Oromos. They subsequently
morphed into a broader resistance
against the autocratic Ethiopian Peo-
ple’s  Revolutionary ~Democratic
Front (EPRDF) regime and left hun-
dreds of people dead.

The expression of dissent has be-
come more normalised from 2018.
Months after Prime Minister Haile-
‘mariam Desalegn tendered his resig-
nation in February that year, the go-
vernment lifted the state of
emergency and eased its repressive
‘measures. Thousands of political pri-
soners were released and bans
against prominent government crit-
ics in the media and other sectors
were lifted. The most significant con-
cession was the EPRDF coalition’s de-
cision to appoint the new Prime Mi-
nister from the Oromo People's
Democratic Organisation (later called
the Oromo Democratic Party), one of
its constituents. The current incum-
bent, Abiy Ahmed, the 2019 Nobel
Laureate for Peace, is the first Oromo
to be appointed to the nation’s high-
est office in years.

Comprising a third of the popula-
tion, the Oromos are challenging the
Tigrayans, who make up a mere 6%
but continue to wield political power
and influence disproportionate to
their number. The Amharas, the se-
cond largest ethnic community, have
rallied behind the Oromos, setting
aside mutual differences, to demand
greater political representation and
better opportunities. The growing as-
sertiveness of the two numerically

cM
K

speculate whether the continued
eruption of violence was an unfortu-
nate corollary to the new dawn of
freedom in 2018. Last November, ov-
er 70 people were killed when a pro-
minent media mogul alleged that he
was under threat of attack by the se-
curity forces. Amid this internecine
conflict, Mr. Abiy is keen to promote
his version of an inclusive Ethiopian
national identity as distinct from the
ethnicity-based model of federalism
as per the 1995 constitution. To that
end, he disbanded the EPRDF, which
represented the four major ethnic
communities, in November 2019 and
launched the Prosperity Party, risk-
ing the alienation of not just the Ti-
grayans but also the Oromos who
once backed his ascent. This bold
move, and the substitution of the
state-driven  developmental  ap-
proach with economic liberalisation,
can bear fruit only through a strict
enforcement of the rule of law.

Last week’s deadly protests follow-
ing Hundeessaa’s murder symbolise
the Oromo’s fury that one of their
own should have been cruelly re-
moved from their midst when the tra-
ditional fault-lines in Ethiopian socie-
ty are being redrawn. Mr. Abiy was
awarded the Nobel Prize for broker-
ing the historic 2018 peace agree-
ment with neighbouring Eritrea,
ending a two-decade military stand-
off. His reputation for promoting re-
conciliation at home would have
been tested next month, but that gen-
eral election has been postponed in-
definitely in view of the COVID-9
pandemic. In order to reassure the ci-
tizens of Ethiopia, Mr. Abiy must
shed the General’s instincts in him
that critics suspect. He must expedi-
tiously bring to justice those behind
the tragic shooting of Haacaaluu
which has led to a bloody mayhem.

e

turely. There is a growing chorus of
protest against China. Having Viet-
nam, Japan and the U.S. riled up
about its actions is nothing new for
China. The Philippines and the
ASEAN beginning to protest is new,
even if their criticism is restrained.
This does China little credit, and
points to its growing isolation.
Indonesia protested to China
about Chinese vessels trespassing in-
to its waters close to the Nantua is-
lands, towards the south of the SCS.
The Philippines protested to China
earlier this year about violations of
Filipino sovereignty in the West Phi-
lippine Sea. It also wrote to the UN
Secretary General (UNSG) in March
disputing China’s claim of “historic
rights in the South China Sea.” Two
months later, Indonesia too wrote to
the UNSG on this issue. It expressed
support for compliance with interna-
tional law, particularly the UNCLOS,
as also for the PCA’s 2016 ruling.
President Rodrigo Duterte said he
had not followed up on the PCA judg-
ment because the Philippines could
not afford to fight China. Yet, when a
Chinese firm bid to develop the Subic
Bay, this was disallowed on the
grounds that the use of archipelagic
waters was exclusively reserved for
Filipinos and that foreign investment
regulations prohibited foreign equity
for the utilisation of marine resourc-
es in archipelagic waters. Another re-
cent decision, to extend the Visiting
Forces Agreement with the U.S. for
six months “in light of political and
other developments in the region,”
as expressed by the Philippines Fo-
reign Secretary, is a strategic setback
for China. Only this June, the Philip-
pines commissioned a beaching
ramp on the Pag-Asa Island. A Filipi-

no C-130 landed on its runway, which
is being repaired. The Philippines is
about to induct its first missile-capa-
ble frigate, built in South Korea, into
its navy.

A complicating factor for China is
Russia’s growing military and eco-
nomic equities in the SCS. Russia and

Bollywood’s many maladies

While nepotism is widely discussed, there are other structural
injustices in the industry that need to be addressed too

]

HARISH WANKHEDE

Vietnam have a defence
relationship, which they are commit-
ted to strengthening. China has ob-
jected to Rosneft Vietnam BV pros-
pecting within the Chinese defined
‘nine-dash line’ Rosneft has also
been invited by the Philippines to
conduct oil prospecting in its EEZ.

India’s relevant options
From India’s perspective, foreign
and security policy in its larger
neighbourhood covers the entire ex-
panse of the Asia-Pacific and extends
to the Persian Gulf and West Asia. In-
dia straddles, and is the fulcrum of,
the region between the Suez and
Shanghai, between West and East
Asia, and between the Mediterra-
nean and the SCS. The SCS carri
merchandise to and from India. It fol-
lows that India has a stake in the SCS,
just as China has in the Indian Ocean.
India must continue to actively
pursue its defence diplomacy out-
reach in the Indo-Pacific region: i
crease military training and conduct
exercises and exchanges at a higher
level of complexity, extend Humani-
tarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
activities, share patrolling of the Ma-
lacca Strait with the littoral coun-
tries, etc. The Comprehensive Stra-
tegic Partnerships that India has
concluded with Australia, Japan, In-
donesia, the U.S., and Vietnam could
be extended to Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Thailand, and Singapore.
India must also buttress the mili-
tary capacity of the tri-service Anda-
man and Nicobar Command. Accord-
ing to one of its early
Commanders-in-Chief, Lt. Gen. Adi-
tya Singh, the manner in which the
368 islands, have been neglected
“can only be termed as criminal.”
These have immense geo-strategic
value, as they overlook Asia’s mari-
time strategic lifeline and the world’s
most important global sea lane. In
this time of turbulence, India cannot
afford to continue undervaluing one
of its biggest assets.

Jayant Prasad, a former diplomat, served as
Director General of the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses

‘The suicide of actor Sushant Singh Rajput
has instigated a discussion on how certain in-
dividuals or families control the film indus-
try and often exclude the ‘outsider’. There
are allegations that certain powerful elites
decide the flow of the industry’s economy
and also distribute the privileges without
much concern for professional ethics. The
allegations go that talented artists suffer due
to the “nepotism” in the industry. Sushant’s
death has ignited a critical discussion on the
many maladies in Bollywood.

Dominated by social elites

The debate on nepotism also reveals other
structural injustices in the industry. There is
lack of social diversity in Bollywood films,
with technical and artistic units being domi-
nated by the social elites. A discussion on
Bollywood’s middle-class bias would also de-
monstrate that the urban poor are the new
neglected ‘outsiders’ in the multiplex busi-
ness. Such exclusivity has halted the impro-
visation of cinema as a socially responsible
art form. This domination has excluded the
poor as the audience and has disallowed Da-
lits, Bahujans and Adivasis to become an in-
tegral part of the film-making process.

First, the rhetoric that cinema is the mir-
ror of society is untenable. The mainstream
narratives of the films represent the taste
and values of the social elites and visibly ne-
glect the life stories of the Dalit-Bahujan-Adi-
vasi world. Instead, popular Bollywood films
project the cultural desires and social imagi-
nations of the caste elites while veiling the
terrible social realities of the majority of the
people. The industry avoids hard questions
on caste and social exclusion. Even if such is-
sues are explored on screen (Sujata, Ghula-
mi, Mrityudand, Manjhi, Article 15, etc.) the
industry has to operate according to the
emotive and psychological concerns of the
social elites. Marginalised social groups have
remained the perpetual outsiders.

Second, more than relationships based on
nepotism, the economy functions with a
conventional culture network and often dis-
allows the ‘outsider” to enter. Dalits, Bahu-
jans and Adivasis are considered as outsiders
because they lack attributes of social net-
working and also the required ‘niche’ profes-
sional skills. Hindi films are written, direct-
ed, technically assisted and produced by a
dominant set of clan and club members who

are mostly social elites. Even film critics, re-
viewers, historians and scholars on cinema
belong to similar sociocultural groups.
Film-making is an expensive and compet-
itive market. In the post-liberalisation pe-
riod, the political economy of Bollywood has
changed substantively. Now, corporate capi-
tal invests mainly with the popular names
for any venture, making cinema production
an exclusive enterprise. The privileges and
profits of the business are therefore regulat-
ed through a well-knit social network that is
often based on caste, regional and clan affi-
liations (often called as favouritism). Such an
atmosphere undermines creative instincts
and a robust respect for artistic talent. It
shows its limitation in breaking the clutch of
commercial logic and has failed to produce
cinema that can be honoured at the global le-
vel for its creative motifs. Even in online
streaming shows, mediocrity is visible.

Pushing away the poor

‘Third, the poor working class audience is de-
liberately pushed away from cinema viewing
today. Films are specifically made to cater to
the tastes of the upper middle-class audienc-
es, especially those who have the capacity to
spend three times more than the average
film-goer. The multiplex culture has margi-
nalised the single-screen audiences, mainly
the poor. Hindi films, which earlier used to
entertain and respond to the dreams and va-
Iues of the average Indian, are now categori-
cally meant to propose specific kinds of sur-
real narratives (films like Omkara or Gangs
of Wasseypur), likeable mainly to the new
middle-class, educated audience.

Marathi and Tamil cinema have recently
demonstrated that stories with strong social
themes, a diverse cast and emotive logic are
well appreciated at the box office. However,
Hindi cinema has not taken much of a clue
from its regional counterparts. Though Bol-
lywood directors such as Anurag Kashyap
and Dibakar Banerjee have qualitatively im-
provised the storytelling conventions on
screen, they haven't democratised the
themes and social values that shape stories.

Bollywood has not addressed the popular
criticisms emerging from historically ne-
glected groups. The concern of caste diversi-
ty on screen and behind it has recently been
debated within the Dalit circles but it is yet to
find a wider deliberative audience. Further,
very few think about the avenues to connect
the poor audience to the cinema again.
When we are discussing the ills of nepotism
in Bollywood, these partner maladies also
need equal diagnosis so that a more compre-
hensive cure can be prescribed.

Harish'S. Wankhede is Assistant Professor, Centre for
Political Studies, JNU
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Non-stop refugee influx

‘The Union Government is greatly concerned
over the continued influx of refugees from
East Pakistan into West Bengal. Nearly a lakh
of persons have crossed over since January.
‘The Prime Minister has been holding a se-
ries of discussions with her senior col-
leagues as to how best they could be rehabil-
itated. It was noticed that Bengal had
reached saturation point. Six Joint Secretar-
ies visited some States which have agreed to
take the refugees for resettlement and had
discussions with the authorities concerned
on measures to expedite rehabilitation. The
States include Bihar, U.P., Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa, Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Mr. D.
Sanjivayya, Union Minister for Labour and
Rehabilitation, had talks with his junior Mi-
nisters and the Ministers of State in the
Home Ministry on a crash programme for
quick resettlement in the six States. The
Prime Minister is believed to have empha-
sised that pending permanent rehabilitation
arrangements, steps should be taken to pro-
vide temporary accommodation. So far,
55,000 persons have been provided tempor-
ary accommodation in the States.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO jury 8, 1920

More White-wash.
(From an editorial)

The decision of the Army Council in regard
to General Dyer does not, we gladly acknow-
ledge, realise our worst apprehensions. On
the other hand it cannot be said that the rep-
utation of the British Army for highly civil-
ised ideals of conduct has been vindicated
by the decision of its chiefs. We have not as
we write the details of the decision but read-
ing between the lines one marks clearly a de-
sire, as in the case of the civil authorities
who have had to pass judgment on the con-
duct of General Dyer, to hasten the obse-
quies of an unsavoury episode. General Dyer
has been found guilty — portentous word
leading up to a ridiculous anti-climax - of an
“error of judgment”. The Commander-in-
Chief’s decision is endorsed and he is not to
be offered further employment outside of
India. In plain English he is not wanted in
the army, though it is not known whether he
will be placed on the retired list. That is a
small price to pay for a quarter of an hour’s
intensive massacre. Human life, especially
Indian life, is cheap in these spacious days.

»
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A social network that can’t be reformed

Charlie Warzel
Writer at Large

“We know we have more work to do.”

That was the line from numerous
Facebook representatives last monthin
reaction to the #StopHateForProfit
advertising boycott campaign. Intended
to pressure the company to curb hate
speech and misinformation, the boycott
has been joined by several high-profile
brands, including Unilever and Verizon,
and could make a rare dent in Face-
book’s ad revenue.

‘The campaign seems to be having an
effect. Inlate June, Facebook an-
nounced that it would add labels to
content about voting and expand its
hate speech policies. The company also
addeda “newsworthy” tag for hateful
content from political figures that vio-
lates rules butis allowed because of its
news value. Facebook stressed that all
these moves were part of a continuing
cleanup. “We know we have more work
todo,” the statement read.

We Know We Have More Work to Do
(let’s call it W.K.-W.H.M.W..D. for short)
is the definitive utterance of the social
media era, trotted out by executives
whenever their companies comein for a
public shaming.

Injusteight words, it encapsulates
the defensive posture that Facebook has
been crouched in ever since the 2016
election, when it became clear that ts

1 hate-filled iti
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Mark Zuckerberg’s Facebook has been in a defensive posture since the 2016 election.

115 billion messages sent on our serv-
ices around the world, and the vast,
vast, vast majority of that is positive.”
But Mr. Clegg’s defense s alsoan
admission: Facebook is too big to gov-

its platforms turned them into witting.
vectors for disinformation and propa-
ganda.

The phrase s both a promise and a
deflection. It's a plea for unearned trust
— giveus time, we are working toward
progress. And it cuts off meaningful
criticism — yes, we know this isn't
enough, but more is coming.

In Facebook’s case, what s most
dangerous about WK.WH.M.W.T.D.is
thatit glosses over the fundamental
structural flaws in the platform. The
architecture of the social network —its
algorithmic mandate of engagement
overallelse, the advantageit gives to

‘There will always be
more work to do because Facebook’s
design will always produce more hate
than anyone could monitor. How do you
reform that? You can't.

Lately, my thoughts on Facebook
have been influenced by two separate
‘movements: prison

Weneedto  abolitionandthe

reimagine push to defund police.

P leor  Therearecomplex
policy issuesin-

findawayto  yolved,butthe cen-

survive its tral premiseof these

dominance. movementsis ele-
gantinits simplicity.
The bloated and

content — will always produce more
objectionable content ata dizzying
scale.

Facebook frequently usesits unfath-
omable amount of content as an excuse
for inaction. “We’'ve made huge strides,”
aFacebook spokesman, Nick Clegg,
said on CNN last week. “But, you know,
on an average day, there are 115 billion,

€he New Qork

Unprecedented times.

they critique
are beyond reform. As Mariame Kaba
wrote n arecent Times Op-Ed essay on
defunding the police, “We need to
change our demands.”

“To be clear, there is no one-to-one
comparison between Facebook and the
police or the carceral state. Modern
policing, as Ms. Kaba notes, hasits
origins in slave patrols. Facebook’s

imes

origins are obviously much different.

still, the movements provide a helpful
lens through which to view Facebook.
Despite the exhausting debates around
content moderation policies and con-
stant incremental tweaks to its rules
and policies, glaring problems persist.
Allsigns pointtoasystem beyond
reform.

“Yousee lots of people putting forth a
hopeful idea of anew, humane social
media platform to rescue us —one that
respects privacy or s less algorithmi-
cally coercive,” Siva Vaidhyanathan, a
professor of media studies at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, told me recently.
“Butif we're being honest, what they’re
really proposing at that point is not
really social mediaanymore.”

Inother isthe

“We're not going to see real changeif
we'rejust asking for edits on the edges,”
she told me. “The platform will reflect
the values of the people that make the
decisions. If you have people working at
the platforms that are bought into per-
petuating a system of white supremacy
orunwilling to reckon with it then that’s
whatit'll start looking like.”

Ms. Ozoma, who designed policy
changes tolimit the spread of medical
misinformation and hate speech on
social media platforms, speaks from her
own experience in Silicon Valley. She
has publicly criticized social media
companies’ leaders for inequitable pay,
and in one recent thread, said that her
managers undermined the work of
people of color with “racism, gaslighting
and di >

problem.

“Ithink social media have been bad
for humans. And we shouldn't keep
trying toimagine we should either fix or
reinvent what is fundamentally a bad
idea,” he said.

Ifeoma 0zoma, who helped lead
public policy and social impact at Pin-
terest and worked on public policy
efforts at Facebook and Google, argues
that Facebook’s flawed architecture and
itsleadership are inextricably linked.

Unparalleled coverage.

Subscribe to The New York Times
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“Evenif you came up with a frame-
work that reconfigured the platform
structurally, you're not going to see the
reform or 7 she said.
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status quoalso seems untenable. Small
reforms are crucial, but they also sug-
gest that the current iteration can be
saved — that there’s more work todo.
Facebook cannot be reformed. We need
to change our demands.
The#StopHateForProfit campaign is
one such change, but there are others
Mr. Vaidhyanathan told me that he is
thinking less about policing Facebook’s
platiorms; hesrying to magine ways
tohelp usliveinaworld

My life under
a racist flag

TRETHEWEY, FROM PAGE 8
sippi’s flag has been complicit in send-
ing alarger, national message of white
supremacy —not theliteral violence of
murders by white supremacists or
police brutality, but the figurative vio-
lence of the messages sent by juries who
fail to convict or even indict officers
accused of using unwarranted deadly

force; by police

Facebook.

“We probably have tostart thinking
more radically about what kind of infor-
‘mation ecosystem we need to survive as
ademocratic republic,” he said. His
ideas include what he described as
“boring” but essential things like invest-
inginlibraries and public schools.

There are other ideas, like declaring
“platform bankruptcy” This would
involve platforms resetting all of their
userand group follower counts to zero

departments when they take no disci-
plinary action against officers with
records of using excessive force; the
messages sent by a nation turninga
blind eye again and again to video evi-
dence of police brutality or the racist
policing of Black people going about
their daily lives. All of it an onslaught
saying, Black lives do not matter as
much as white lives.

George Orwell wrote: “Who controls
the past controls the future. Who con-

the past” The

and rebuilding fromthe | trolsth
ground up, wlthlhe platforms’ current | story of reunion and reconciliation
rules in place between the North and the South after

Iputthe quesnon tomy Twitter fol-
lowers, asking for their bestideas tofix
tech platforms and 1,000

the Civil War wrote Black Americans
out of the story, and monuments to the
& M iraat

responses inafew hours,
Some were simple: “Design distribu-
tion around a different principle than
virality” Others were wonkish: “Cross-
company/platform data and research
callaborations between trust and safety

ke ag,
helped to inscribe both a figurative and
literal white supremacy onto the physi-
callandscape and the psychic landscape
of the American imagination.

This is why contests over what sym-
bols remain are lmporlanl ball]cs ina

teams.” Many were al
transformation: Ban algorithmic
amplification; require proof of safety,
efficacy, freedom from bias before prod-
uctintro; classify personal dataas a
human right, not an asset.”

There were calls to get rid of metrics
and for strict verification of real identi-
ties, for the companies to slow down the
speed of information. There were pri-
vacy solutions, ideas for more tailored
community networks.

Many were more blunt: Just shutit all
down and start over.

Some of these ideas feel almost too
utopian totype, too simple, improbable.
Butthere’s elegance in simplicity; these
are visions of an internet we actually
wanttolive on.

Facebook sold us a utopian vision of a
world and left us with

Few who know Facebook really be-
lieve that Mark Zuckerberg will disman-
tle his company or relax his grip on the
board, placing conversationslike this
one morein the realm of thought experi-
ment than in reality.

But for those of us who are at the
whims of the company’s power, the

Orwell was here before

STEPHENS, FROM PAGE 1

David Remnick thinking it would be a
goodidea to interview Steve Bannon for
the magazine’s annual festival —untila
‘Twitter moband some members of his
own staff decided otherwise. Or by The
Washington Post devoting 3,000 words
todestroying thelife of a private person
of no particular note because in 2018 she
wore blackface, with ironicintent, ata
Halloween party. Or by big corporations
pulling ads from Facebook while de-
manding the company do more to cen-
sor forms of speech they deem imper-
missible.

These stories matter because an idea
isatrisk. That’s the idea that people who
cannot speak freely will not be able to
think clearly, and that no society can
long flourish when contrarians are
treated as heretics.

Thatidea, old as Socrates, formerly
had powerful institutional defenders,
especially in the form of universities,
news media, book publishers, free-
speech groups and major philan-
thropies.

But those defenders are, on acmmant of

our current dystopia.

Why can't those of us who are left to
clean upits mess have our own shot at
utopia? Either way, we know we have
more work to do.

CHARLIE WARZEL covers technology,
media, politics and online extremism.

us

George Orwell, date unknown.

radical ldeuloglcal standard (while

another,
people who claim free speech for hem-
selves (butnot for others), who believe
allthe old patriarchal hierarchies must

on’t save them from
being fired).

Asinsomuch else, George Orwell
was here beforeus.

tothe recent vandalism

g0 (sothat new  hierar-
chies may arise), who are in perpetual
fervor to rewrite the past (all the better
to control the future), and who demand
cringing public apologies from those
who have sinned against an ever-more

of monuments and destruction of stat-
ues, aline from “1984” has been making
the rounds — “every book has been
rewritten, every picture has been re-
painted, every statue and street and

e,and
why the removalof the current flag n
Mississippiis significant.

‘When symbols emblematic of white
supremacy come down it means that the
power to erect and maintain such sym-
bols s shifting.

Getting rid of the power of such sym-
bols to visit a figurative violence upon
African-Americans s a step toward
ending the literal manifestations of
institutionalized white supremacy.
Even ceremonially renaming the street
leading to the White House and painting
onitagiant banner reading Black Lives
Matter is akin to running a new flag up
the pole.

Itis not an empty gesture, but a small
step toward change, part of the larger,
ongoing fight for justice. And it makes
visible what has been invisible, giving it
akind of primacy.

Inever thought I'd see this moment in
my lifetime.

broader strugg|

NATASHA TRETHEWEY is @ professor of
English at Northwestern University and
the author of the forthcoming “Memori-
al Drive: A Daughter’s Memoir”

building has been renamed, every date
has been altered.” But the Orwell essay
towhich I keep returning s alittle jewel
from 1946, “The Prevention of Litera-
ture.”

Orwell’s concern then was not just
with Russian totalitarianism, but with
the arguments used by much of the
Western intelligentsia to justify repres-
sion.

“Whatis sinister;” he wrote, “is that
the conscious enemies of liberty are
those to whom liberty ought to mean
most.”

He was particularly calling out West-
ernscientists who admired the Soviet
Union for its technical prowess and were
utterly indifferent to Stalin's persecu-
tion of writers and artists. “They do not
see that any attack on intellectual lib-
erty,and on the concept of objective
truth, threatens in the long run every
department of thought.”

Every department of thought. Right
now,all the Twitter furors, the angry
rows over publication decisions, the
canceled speeches and books, the se-
mantic battles about which words take
anuppercase and which don’t, may
seem remote to those who care about
more tangible issues: depression, dis-
ease, police abuse, urban decline. Yet
theissue that counts the most is
whether the institutions that are sup-
posed to champion liberal ideals will
muster the moral confidence to survive.
Onthis week after July 4, it’s very much
indoubt.

The neoliberal looting of America

BARADARAN, FROM PAGE 9
‘Take the banking sector. For most of
American history, banks were consid-
eredapublic privilege with duties to
promote the “best interest of the com-
munity” If a bank wanted to merge or
grow or offer new services, the regula-
tors often denied the request either
because acommunity could lose a bank
branch or because the new product was
toorisky. During the neoliberal revolu-
tion of the 19805 and *90s, Congress and
bank regulators loosened the rules,
allowing a handful of megabanks to
swallow up thousands of small banks.
‘Today, five banks control nearly half
ofall bank assets. Fees paid by low-
income Americans have increased,
services have been curtailed and many
low-income communities have lost their
only bank. When federally subsidized
banks left]

payday lenders in the country.
Faith in market magic was so en-
trenched that even the 2008 financial
crisis did not fully expose the myth: We
witnessed the federal government pick
up all the risks that markets could not
manage and Congress and the Federal
Reserve save the banking sector osten-
sibly on behalf of the people. Neoliberal
deregulation was premised on the
theory that the invisible hand of the
market would discipline risky banks
without the need for government
oversight. Even a former Fed chairman,
Alan Greenspan, the most committed
free market fundamentalist of the era,
admitted in ofthe

toadequately serve. Federal or state
agencies can provide essential services
like banking, health care, internet ac-
cess, transportation and housing at cost
through a public option. Historically,
road maintenance, mail delivery, police
andother services are not left to the
market, but provided directly by the
government. Private markets can still
compete, but basic services are guaran-
teed to everyone.

And we can move beyond the myths
of neoliberalism that have led us here.
‘We can have competitive and prosper-
ous markets, but our focus should be on
ensuring human dignity, thriving fam-
ilies and healthy co

century, that “I made a mistake.”
‘We can start fixing the big flaws

propagated over the last half century by

taxing the largest fortunes, breaking up

vulture-like fringe lenders — payday,
title, tax-refund lenders —filled the
void. As it turns out, private equity firms
areinvested in some of the largest

imposing market rules
that prohibit the predatory behaviors of
private equity firms.

Public markets can take over the
places that private markets have failed

When thoseare in conflict, we should
choose flourishing communities over
profits.

MEHRSA BARADARAN is a professor of law
at the University of California, Irvine,
and the author of “The Color of Money:
Black Banks and the Racial Wealth
Gap”
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Workers Retool After Jobs Vanish

Amid pandemic, hiring managers seek candidates whose résumés reflect adaptability and
flexibility; a former assistant brushes up online, pondering: ‘What can | bring to the table?’

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: GETTY IMAGES; LEA HANSEN; VICTORIA GREEN; MICHAEL AHN

By KATHRYN DiLL AND LAUREN WEBER

sions, says Paul Osterman, an

SOME U.S. WORKERS, buffeted by
a pandemic that has ravaged the
labor market and reconfigured the
work place, are questioning
whether to stick with their occupa-
tion or start an entirely new career.

Many are bolstering existing
skills or resetting priorities such
as which industry they work in,
where they work or their job title.
Others are taking classes to add
new expertise and reinventing
themselves in completely different
fields. Experts advise individuals
in both camps—whether staying
put or starting over—that poten-
tial employers are likely to prize
flexibility and adaptability when
deciding on new hires.

Layoffs are driving some of
these professional pivots; others
have been inspired by a wish to
stay in demand in a changing
economy. The labor market has
about 15 million fewer jobs than in
February, the month before pan-
demic-related job losses in the U.S.
piled up. Firms that lay off work-
ers during a crisis often don’t hire
them back when business im-
proves, economists say, and many
workers appear to understand this.
Enrollments at community colleges
typically increase during reces-

at the tts

Institute of Technology who is
studying how workers acquire
skills. And workers now have ac-
cess to an enormous array of on-
line classes and credentials with
costs ranging from free to thou-
sands of dollars.

Paul Barnes had already been
looking for a new post when he
lost his job as a product developer
at women’s apparel brand Natori
Co. in December. Once the corona-
virus pandemic hit, he saw the
leads he had cultivated disappear.
“I realized, if I haven’t found a job
yet before Covid, then the likeli-
hood of me finding a job now is
lower than it was before, so I re-
ally need to figure something out,”
he says.

Despite having completed a de-
gree at the Fashion Institute of
Technology just a year earlier, he
cast about for new skills to pick
up and learned about the online
coding school Springboard. Soft-
ware engineering didn’t appeal to
Mr. Barnes, who is 33 years old,
but he gravitated to a field known
as UX Design, shorthand for user
experience. UX Design’s focus on
coming up with a concept and go-
ing through trials to make it bet-
ter reminded Mr. Barnes of his
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Paul Barnes is finishing a six-month
program in UX Design ani ‘pretty
optimistic’ about finding a position.

previous work.

He is on track to complete the
six-month program early, at the
end of August, and hopes to find a
full-time UX Design job. “I feel
pretty optimistic,” he says. “Work-
ing remote, with the potential to
do freelance or contract work or
to pivot into a field where I don’t

have to go into work every single
day and get paid quite a bit more
than what the fashion industry
was offering—that sounds kind of
appealing.”

With the economy in flux, try-
ing to guess what skills will be
most valuable is more difficult
than ever, says Brad Hershbein, se-
nior economist at the W.E. Upjohn
Institute for Employment Re-
search.

“The best advice I can give is
don’t try to predict what skill is
going to be most in demand, but
have a mindset where you demon-
strate that you can learn and
adapt,” he says. “Businesses al-
ways want someone who can
adapt to different circumstances. If
you can demonstrate that in your
work or education history, that’s
marketable and is probably the
most resilient skill set you can
have.”

Michael Green is a data-science
and analytics consultant at Data
Coach, part of analytics firm Tes-
sellation. He helps people looking
to launch careers in data science.
Mr. Green made such a leap him-
self, after starting out in mechani-
cal engineering in 2014 as a tire
designer at Michelin. Over time,
he became interested in how data
science could improve his team’s

work, using free online classes to
become an advanced Excel user
and to learn R, a programming
language for statistical comput-
ing. Using his knowledge of tire
design and a statistical model, he
came up with a way to predict
when excess rubber stuck inside a
mold would lead to a defective
tire.

Even before the pandemic, he
says, he was seeing an influx of
clients who had impressive data-
science knowledge but didn’t know
how to sell themselves to hiring
managers. He advises clients to
start conversations with people at
the companies where they want to
work and explain how their skills
can be an asset. “Ultimately, you
want to learn from them and con-
vince them you can also help them
solve those problems,” he says.

‘Workers now have
access to an enormous
array of online classes

and credentials.

Individuals on the threshold of
their careers are building flexibil-
ity into their job searches. Rich-
ard Ahn, who is job-hunting after
graduating in May from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, is fo-
cused more on the location than
the company. Mr. Ahn, who is 21
and majored in supply-chain man-
agement, had been looking for
work in Los Angeles, Chicago and
San Francisco. When interviews
for a position in Chicago with
United Airlines stalled because of
the pandemic, he decided to cast
a wider net. He had been hoping
to find work in procurement but
broadened that to any job in sup-
ply-chain management.

He is now also applying for
openings in Houston, San Diego,
Austin and Seattle—a list he devel-
oped by researching growing in-
dustries and companies with head-
quarters in in each city. “I'm more
picky about the city than the com-
pany,” Mr. Ahn says, “but I do re-
ally want to work for an industry-
leading company.”

Maggie Blanchard worked as an
assistant to a motivational speaker
and author, traveling the country
from her home in Nashville, Tenn.,
to conferences where her boss ap-
peared. She was laid off when the
live-events business cratered dur-
ing the pandemic. Ms. Blanchard,
26, began driving for Postmates,
and, through a benefit the delivery
company offers its independent
contractors, began taking a philos-
ophy class called “Justice” through
the online education platform EdX.
The class is honing skills such as
analysis, critical thinking and resil-
ience, she says.

“I held a position that no longer
exists,” Ms. Blanchard says. “No
one is operating as an executive
assistant in a Ii busi
in the capacity I was. So what is
transferable? What can I bring to
the table? The more I break it
down, I think it boils down to: I'm
the only thing that’s transferable.”

v
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What Now for Pro-Lifers?
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By William
McGurn
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has pro-ifers aying foul This
time, howewer, the chief jus-
tice's defedtion o the Eberal
camp iz leading me to ques-
tioa the whole casarvative
projedt of workimg o appoint

what juids who will Dlow the

Conditulion ~ the ke

sbout the mew velting proess
Ihe calis for. Some appesr fo -
YOI Ome requining Romimees to

“How wpsclting it i= that
0 many of owr

pose them Value judgments,
after all, should be voled om,
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By Walter
Russell Mead

=3
I.e-v-g Days of thar

Bostom and Hew York held
Evacustion Day celcbrations
into the 20th century om the
datesthe Britich Sect Il their
harbors, March T aad Wov. 25,

the mmiverswy of Amdrew
Jackson's defeat of the Brilich
invalers on Jm. 8, 185.

thic year donded but &dn't
quite kill the joy of the most
gloriows day im owr divic calen-
dar. Evea im a bad year, inde-
pendence iz good.
Hothing i= more American
than Indcpendemce Day, ydt
#om a broader parpedive, the
Fowrth of July ismerely owr lo-
al version ofthe workd's most

widespread political fectival
Thimk of i a= Brilish Leaving

i thongh they
may be, lmally packed it in and
west home._In Trimidad, Tonga
and Tamzamia it's one of the
H’iﬁ:uﬂhp‘.

In olher plass, as in the
US, it izn't the day they hauled
doum the Union Jack and sailed
away For ws, and or the Irich
{who ceicbrate the 195 Eader
Rising), i's the day whea the
lonial relers got served an
after some

climax of © days of salioaal
cecbration ad camival The
Brilizh Raj il -

loaging
rule well in chedk Incomupt-
ible Britich vl servasl= aad

impecnably educated Britich

Bght =
Hﬂs.ﬂhﬂmm
bie i some ways fo the gap
that once exizted between the
Britich aad the peoples they
ruled. The endwring ghbal pop-
wlarity of Brilish Leaving Day
woa'l be

ol very well,
bat people scem to ke ruling
ihemsehves even ifthey doat
do it im the Brilich way

. LiketheUS., nations
* franAfghaisdanto

Zmbabwecddrate
“British Lemsing Day

There iz a lezzon here for
those bad ex-

end af mideight om Amg 5,
1947, Pakistam cxicbrates aday

waays lead to mprovement= n
many caes, the govamments
that followed the Brilich were
mefiedive or worze. Haive mew
rulers obsessed by arackpol
{often socialist) ecomomic the-
ories wasted sowce resowrces
in poorly desigeed, poorly
admimidered  developme

and media leaders, it istempt-
ing to despair that our heck has
run out_ But the Fouwrth of July
dill worth ceicbraling.

mard
=oomer or laler lead volers
back to the ditez Populiam,
whether from the leit or fom
he right, and

sdfgovemmee, religiows md

e drikingly simiar. Over-
whelming majorities of people
al over the world wousld
rather be ndifierently or even
badly govermed by people who
speak thar Imguage, under-
stand thewr caltwral tradilions,
md share ther rdigions be-
Bek: than by aliea overlords,

ent etenilﬂq-em

schemes. I zome

BOCKSHIELF | By John J. Miller

A Plangtary
Attradion

The Swrens of Mars

By Sarah Sewart Johnson
{Crown, 266 pages; $28.99)

Sewmt Johnzoa knows exaclly when she fomd
er calling as a planciary srieatict. She waza

omore i college, on a dasz trip to Mama Kea,
a dormaat volcaeo i Hawaii Kicking a biack rock, she
expozed a timy ferm, "tz defimt greea teadrils trembling i
1he sic” The Fitie plmt, anid sach bareancss, mspired her,
becawse it was just =0 imposzibly trimmphast * | alwo led
1o a vocation: "H wee then, on that trip, that the idea of
lookimg br life i the wniverse began fo make zeaze to me™

Today M= Joheson i an expert looker-for-fife as an

acsrciant professor at Universily sad as a
veteram of thwee HASA missions fo Mars In 2013, she
publizhed an essay that made the cul for the following
year's edition of “The Bedt Amarican Sdeace and Hatwre
Wiiting " Her smbjed was Aatardica, and she had gose
there to examime how microbes might swvive im a brulal,

I-g an scoust ofthe
artian Kie that

Hends-—n'ﬂl hstory

and scieace. The title is
pemuliar, evolimg the
mosstars of Greck mythology
‘who drew sailors to their
doom 2 well az "The Sireas
of Titaa," a comic movel by
Kart Voanegut that lampooas
buman culerprize. For M=
Johmzom, a swea scoms smply
1o lure, without damger, aad
Mars is her lodestar.

In snatches of autobiography,
M= Johmeoa dearibes ber upbringimg in eadtern Kestudky,
where she played with a spedial-seeds sider and tanght
herzdf frigomomelry. When she was 11, she handied a M1
year-old toenail, exbumed from the grave of Zachary Taylor
M= Johnzon's father was a lab technician who helped
oadude that poizon kad not killed the Tth presidest

Instead of purssing the study of death, M= Johnson

e,

mmﬂiku.n-ﬂsm'ﬂeumnoﬂnnag—
borimg world " As she displays the love of discovery that
drives =0 much soeatific mquiry, it's easy fo dheer her on
iclogists, however, is that for all
of their plack and delermimation, they sill haves't found
what they're lookimg for om the solar system's secoad-
smallest planct—and they probably won't. There are mo
il greea ferns on Mars, et aloae litle greea men
Millicas of baderia can thrive im a pinch of Earih's =0,
bet i's starlimg to appear & ifnot a smgle one mhabils
Marz "The Sweas of Mars" is aa degy, though its author
may be too hopefal to realize it

M= Johazom ackmowledges that the fourth rock from the
=mm s a “cold, hard, desolate world® You wouslda't wast to
ve there, and it isa't even a mice place to vizdt Diy asa
desert and dresched in adiation, it's a harsh and hodlile
place that thwarts orbilars and landers "Half the missions
fo Mars have falled” she wriles.

Earty chearvars dreamed up candl-building
dvilizatians an Mars, inspiring sdence fiction
writas Thesaarch far Efetharegoesan.

Her book describes the plaaet's prog i the
buman mind from a sy twimkle in the ni sytoa

world walched throu: Some of s

system and howto prezane it,
alarge majorily waststo im-
prove the Amaicaa system
rather tham burm it dowm.

In America, Britich Leaving
D.y 't only about z=emdimg

comuplion became a way of
life. In olhers, the parkiamen-
tay systems the Britich left
behind snommbed to military
rule. In some, ethmic
religiows n‘ﬂldlﬂu‘i
wars and di

amd  ten waat to

oaly a time o ceicbrate R i
a0 a time fo think People of-

it issbout

pliched
much still fo be dome fo futiill
the ideats Thomas Jeflerson's

more tham they wast fo be
well govermed, but without

wmpleazmines and delay, they
eventually obeyed.

Owr forebears were =0 giad
1o see the backs of the Britich

Ydﬁ-

asd cormuplioa, mobody re-
jomed the Brilich Empire Hosg
Kong people may be fecling

A Mob's Monumentd

By Mdik Kaylan

My elegant old home-
[tows of Bristol, Eng-
land, made world
headimes whea # kiced off

wproar of argum:
the cesiral consideration re-
mams overlooked: Ho comtry
or cultwre’s higtorical record
s spotiezz The vital quedion
is whether, st each stage of
evolulion, the balamce of
gond over bad was =mfli-

dedrsive to build a dv-
Iiﬂm that advaaces be-

abit.
Rassia, Chima, the Middle
Eat? Or the Wesl? Each cam
lay diaim to having beilt a Gv-
ikizalion. Yet the dwice =
dear. Ask yourzelf how you
make yowr decision_ For such
-uuhshem-d

my family seat me, age T,

fwom Twkey fo boarding
school m Bristol

The sistwe toppled on Jume
7 depided Edward Colstom
(B36-U21), Britol's save-
trading philanthropit That
may scem an easy moral wim
for icomodadts. By the same
aiterion, bowever, ome should
also deslroy copies of the
M agaa Carta for guarasiceing
the righizs aad property of
Englich barces agamst royal

eacoachment while they
owmed eslire villages, imched-
ing the people in them_ Yet
the pad K'-g Joha sigaed (re-

tary demoaracy aad the rule
of Isw It ook six or sevem

good =0 people
am thrive r long.

The rize of popelizm m =0
many ousiries today high-

ealy cbsarvers dreamed wp camal-buildimg civilizations.
They powered the imaginalions of early steace-Sction
writers, such as H.G Wdls and Edgar Rice Bammoughs.
Percival Lowell—a pioacering tarn-ofthe-cestury
asiromomer and the namesake of the Lowell Observatory
m Arizoma—theorized abost a zociely led by "a growp of
besevolest oligarchs” In 1924, reporis M= Johason, the
adromomer David Peck Todd persmaded the IS military
to cease all radio communicalion for two days =0 that he
uld Etea for Martim transmisions.

He heard nothing. Since then, the hunt has dipped
imto a cyde of diminishing returns. As the absence of

desce i a grest mad good
hing whether or not we have
the seaze fo wee it well

Faillureto Understand

imgly evolve oward ealighten-

mesl_Evea aza n

tem m which min-q the
Iaws via means is

Brictol dwrimg the BOS when
mobody dreamed of oblteral-
mg Coklon's likemess, | wm-
derstood that he was cele-
brated mot for irading daves
bt becamze he had come to
Mwdrale a momest among

ageawme oplion.

The mobs don't scem o
wnderstand how hard it isto
get to this pomt, or how the
monwmest s embody an arcof
achievemest I Rwssa or
China, whem cltizems look

progress when, on bamce,
good had prevailed enough to
pech the disledic in the right
dirediion.

Satwes ke Colclon's de-
sarve to esdwre becawse they
celebrale the right kind of
historical process, ome that

back oa pact they
gemerally see symbols of dis-
ruption md tyrasay ke Sta-
En or Mao or morebenign
Sgwres who faled to etablich
eaduring inditutions.

Any hitorical charader in
the Wesdt whose dalue isun-

broadly betier tham the past_
Wheae | came from, the ab-
smce of sch masidency has
choked the region’s hopes. As
& does slmost everywhere ex-
cept im those comtries whare
dslwes are mow bang top-
pled—whare the monument -
defacing mobs caa comt om
the date's lawbound modera-

or allreizm to make owr pres-
et better—aot oaly for wsin
the West but for everyome
who cm agpire to replicate
omr

Mr. Kaylan is a joarnalist
n New York

' life became obviows, the specalators demoted
Marsto a "vegetated work™ of piaats The truth hit kard
whea Marmer 4 levby In-ms-dnqpﬂlﬂe
frst dose-wp
[were] as shammed as the rest of the world,” M= Johason
writez "Swddealy it seemed like they might be wasting

poleatially "one of the most humning incights isto cur
wivarze thal sceace has ever unmvered * Sdeatists =oom

rgjecied the idea, making this too a time-wasting tease.

By the 2%t cestury, the exobiologists had saflered
through a long slog of dizappomimest. When the
Cwriosity rover found orgasic molemules m Martian day
a few years ago, it marked an imporiaat development—
these are the buildimg blocks of lfe, after all—bat alo an
example of how aa imvigorating exploration for acteal life
had been dowsgraded inlo a hwmdrum search for the

Martian s0il, where we havea't bumd it yet Comceivably
& could arize from "aa eatirely difiereat molecular
foundation " She likeas this notioa to "trying to imagme
a color we've mever seen”—and whea she does, her yeaming
for siges of e staris to feel more like tmiasy than
srience. What might be a castionary tale becomes for her
am opportunity to wax lyvical about “am almost exictestial
eadeavor to confroat owr cwa Emitalicns, fo lcarn what
e really is, and witimately to defy owr owa iolalion i
the wniverze”

Great advances can spring from apparest defeat, of

ourse
hﬂiﬂmw--mmﬂﬁo’
better lnck_ Al some pomt, however, we may wast to admit
that the red planct i= a dead plmct—and that the search
for life om Mars is a sirea song.

Ar. MiBler is drecior of ihe Dow Joornalism Frogram af
H¥llstale College and the anthor of "Readng Aroand
Joornalism on Anthors, Arfids and ldens*™



