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Grievances

On Parade

REPUBLICANS CHOSE not to produce a plat-
form for their convention, no statement of
values or declaration of principle. Instead,
the party has approved a resolution to “en-
thusiastically support” President Trump's
“America-first agenda,” whatever that
may be. And while the White House has
produced a bullet-point outline of its sec-
ond-term agenda, this week’s convention
itself has little content planned other than
cultural grievance and worshipful praise
for the president. As one veteran congres-
sional aide told Politico, the only thing Re-
publicans believe now is “Owning the libs
and pissing off the media.”

It's easy, observing all of this, to say that
the Republican Party has fallen fully intoa
cult of personality around Trump and his
family, a shocking number of whom have
featured speaking roles at the convention.
It's also easy to say the party has no ideas
or plans for the future. But that would be a
mistake. For the Republican Party, the sit-
uation now isn't too different from what it
was in 2016. Trump lacked a serious
agenda then just as he lacks one now.
Rather than bring a new program to bear
onthe party, he has made the equivalent of
a trade: total support for his personal and
political concerns in exchange for almost
total pursuit of conservative ideological
interests.

The past three and a half years have
only shown the wisdom of this pact. Re-
publican indifference to the president’s
corruption, criminality (yet another for-
mer campaign adviser was arrested last
week) and prejudice — which freed him to
profit from the office and turn the bureau-
cracy into an instrument of his will — has
been rewarded with deregulation, cuts to
the social safety net and the installation in
the federal judiciary of a large new cohort
of reliably conservative judges.

In which case, why fix what isn’t bro-
ken? If there’s no platform for the Republi-
can National Convention, if the party has
agreed to simply support the president’s
second-term agenda, it is because the ba-
sic arrangement between Trump and the
Republican Party is still intact. Should he
win a second term, we'll see more of the
same: an administration that pursues as
‘much of the party’s agenda — redistribu-
tion to the wealthy, deep reductions in the
state’s ability to solve problems for the

The Republican Party
may not have a platform,
but it has a plan.

general welfare — as possible and a Re-
publican Party that looks the other way as
Trump turns the federal government into
a patronage machine for himself, his fam-

ily and his allies.
It is noteworthy that under Trump the
rhet-

The G.O.P.

Stephanie Slade

N 1975, the future president Ronald
Reagan said, “I believe the very heart
and soul of conservatism is libertari-
anism.”

Today, many leaders of the Republican
Party have coalesced around a desire to
purge libertarians, with our pesky com-
‘mitments to economic liberty and interna-
tional trade, from their midst. If Mr. Rea-
gan's agenda was a three-legged stool of
religious traditionalism, a strong national
defense and free-market economics, they
hope the latter leg can be reduced to saw-
dust and scattered to the winds.

The Republican Party seems to become
more comfortable with top-down eco-
nomic interventionism by the day. Rising
stars denounce the global market integra-
tion that has defined the postwar era. Last
year in a speech calling for a national pivot
to “common-good capitalism Senator
Marco Rubio of Florida declared, “Our
challenge is an economic order that is bad
for America.” Senator Josh Hawley of Mis-
souri insists, “It’s time we ended the cos-
mopolitan experiment.”

Should these big-government conser-
vatives get their way, libertarians believe
— like a majority of Republicans once did
— that the result will be slower growth,
less dynamism and fewer opportunities
for all. We insist the solution to most prob-
lems starts with removing the market dis-
tortions that government interference
created in the first place.

Top-down economic planning, from the
left or the right, inevitably leads to sclero-
sis, incompetence and cronyism.

Global capitalism remains the greatest
engine of prosperity. In the past five years,
according to the World Bank, the percent-
age of the world’s population living in ex-
treme poverty dropped into single digits
for the first time. President Trump’s trade
war, though, has shown us that “manag-
ing” the economy nearly always back-
fires. In December, a Federal Reserve
study found that the 2018 tariffs were “as-
sociated with relative reductions in manu-
facturing employment and relative in-
creases in producer prices.”

The economic agendas of big-govern-
ment conservatives could easily be con-
fused for proposals from the left. Consider
Oren Cass, a former adviser to Senator
Mitt Romney. At last summer’s National
Conservatism Conference, Mr. Cass ar-
gued for a robust “industrial policy” for
the United States. That would include a
federal program of research-and-develop-
ment subsidies, infrastructure invest-
ments,“bias[ing] the tax code” infavor of

“physical things,” i
relalla[lon against countries that don’t
abide by our trade rules and more.

More recently, Mr. Cass has begun argu-
ing for a new model of corporate govern-
ance that would privilege worker well-be-
ing over corporate profits — in other
words, over a company’s ability to operate
and employ people. It is meant as an alter-
native to both the conventional corporate
mentality, in which shareholders’ bottom
lines come first, and the modern push for

oric of limited government and natural
rights. But this has less to do with the par-
ty’s agenda than it does with its public im-
age. Gone is the militarism and evangeli-
cal piety of George W. Bush’s Republican
Party or the libertarian-inflected outrage
of the Tea Party. Instead, predictably, we
have the Fox News aesthetics of a presi-
dent who rose to political power via the ca-
ble news channel and who exists in a code-
pendent relationship with the network. He
relies on its coverage for ideas, messaging
and even personnel, and Fox, in turn, tai-
lors its coverage and commentary to his
preferences. It is not for nothing that
when Fox breaks with Trump, it's a story.

‘You can see the Fox Newsification of the
Republicansin their choice of speakers for
this year’s convention. Whereas the 2012
convention saw speeches from a wide
range of Republican lawmakers and offi-
cials, Trump's event is a glorified cable
news panel, with appearances from fig-
ures like Charlie Kirk — the pugilistic
founder of Turning Point USA, an activist
group for young conservatives, who let
the convention know that “Trump is the
bodyguard of Western civilization” — and
Mark and Patricia McCloskey, a couple
filmed pointing guns at Black Lives Mat-
ter protesters in St. Louis.

Other speakers include frequent Fox
News guests like Rudy Giuliani, Franklin
Graham, Representative Dan Crenshaw
of Texas and of course, the president’s
children, Eric Trump and Ivanka Trump.
(Donald Trump Jr. spoke on Monday: “Joe
Biden,” he said, channeling Fox, “is basi-
cally the Loch Ness Monster of the
swamp.”) There will be traditional Repub-
lican lawmakers in speaking roles, like
Senators Tim Scott of South Carolina and
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, but they
aren’t part of the core message.

Itis not news that the Republican Party
has a stagnant governing agenda cobbled
together from the long-discredited dog-
mas and shibboleths of the conservative
movement. “The current iteration of the
G.O.P. is indifferent to the substance of
government,” Steve Benen, a political
writer and producer for “The Rachel Mad-
dow Show” on MSNBC, writes in “The Im-
postors: How Republicans Quit Govern-
ing and Seized American Politics”:

“It is disdainful of expertise and analy-
sis. Itis hostile toward evidence and arith-
metic. Itis tethered to few, if any, meaning-
ful policy preferences. It does not know,
and does not care, about how competing
proposals should be crafted, scrutinized
or implemented.”

‘What is news is the extent to which the
Republican Party has embraced the trap-
pings of its leader, which is to say, the trap-
pings of a right-wing cable news network:
a nonstop parade of conspiracy, dema-
gogy and grievance, in service to a cult of
personality, all for the sake of a politics of
plunder, theft and extraction.

inflected corporate social
responsibility. Regulatory constraints to
impose his new model are justified, he

Why College

Buzz Bissinger

OLLEGE football is a mess. It
has been a mess for a century,
with reams of proposed reform
in the wasteland of forgotten file
cabinets. I was part of the reform move-
ment for a while, writing that college
football should be banned because it has
nothing to do with academics. It doesn't.

But it is interwoven into th ial fab-
ric of colleges and universities. The
games are pomp and pageantry and in-
credible athleticism and tribal fan luna-
cy. So T eventually gave up on any mean-
ingful change in the sport.

Until the pandemic.

Out of catastrophe can come opportu-
nity. With the season fundamentally half-
canceled by the decision of the major
conferences of the Big 10 and the Pac-12
not to play, we should recalibrate the col-
lege footballindustry and confront the is-
sues that players, previously shunted
into silence, have brought up because of
the repercussions of Covid-19: not just
obvious health issues but compensation
issues and racial issues and exploitation
issues. None of this happens when the
status quo of the season ticks on year af-
ter year. No one listens.

There are those who think the effort to
fix college football is malarkey and sanc-
timony. It's just sport. It's just a game.

“Game” implies something fun and be-
nign. But college football is a huge indus-
try. The five major conferences bring in

Swaps Libertarianism for Bloat

Why are the
Republicans giving in
to big government?

than government can.” These results hold
regardless of party affiliation, but they're
stronger on the political right. Only 7 per-
cent of Republicans said there was too lit-
tle government regulation of business and
industry, for example, compared with 46
percent of Democrats.

Could it be that the 2016 upset was at-

says, because neither of the
has produced sufficient investment by
ccompanies into their workforces and com-
‘munities. What constitutes optimal corpo-
rate investment is apparently for bureau-
crats in Washington to decide.

Advocates like Mr. Cass see this shift as
apolitical necessity for Republicans. They
believe the outcome of the 2016 election
proves that the Republican base is looking
for ahand up; the rest of the field was busy
mouthing platitudes about liberty, but
only Mr. Trump spoke to their concerns.

This may be a bigger political gamble
than conservatives appreciate. Survey re-
search strongly suggests that Americans
still support open markets. In July 2019,
the Pew Research Center found a solid 65
percent of Americans saying that free-
trade agreements “have been a good thing
for the United States,” up from 45 percent
just before the 2016 election. So during
President Trump's protectionist first
term, support for international commerce
has robustly increased.

Last September, Gallup found that 87
percent of Americans have a positive view
of “free enterprise” and 70 percent think
“business can do things more efficiently

trib ing other than arejec-
tion of limited-government principles
among the Republican base?

T am not predicting that the libertarian
‘moment has finally arrived. A 2017 study
suggested that people who want the gov-
ernment to stay out of your bedroom as
well as your pocketbook (as the saying
goes) make up a vanishingly small share
of the voting population. But within the
Republican coalition, there is a genuine
constituency for economic freedom.

Big-government conservatives point to
a crisis of “stagnant wages, a labor-force
exodus, too many unstable families and
crumbling communities” caused, they be-
lieve, by the unwillingness of elites to pro-
tect working-class jobs from foreign com-
petition. The dream of a family supported
by a single breadwinner is increasingly
out of reach, they say, especially for men
without college degrees.

Yet some scholars have questioned the
data underpinning this narrative. Michael
Strain of the American Enterprise Insti-
tute, for example, notes that the wages of
nonsupervisory workers have increased
by 33 percent, accounting for inflation,
since 1990; when taxes and transfers as

ALEX NABAUM

well as inflation are considered, incomes
in the lowest quintile of households rose
by 66 percent over the same period.

To the extent that the cost of living can
seem to be spiraling out of control, the
phenomenon is overwhelmingly driven
by health care, higher education and hous-
ing — three sectors that have long been
heavily regulated and wildly subsidized.
And thanks to global capitalism, even the
least among us today have access to an
ever-improving array of food, medicine,
technology, entertainment and more.

This is why libertarians highlight mar-
Ket distortions. Instead of spending ever
‘more on rental assistance for low-income
families who must then compete with one
another and their wealthier peers, in-
crease the housing stock and drive down
prices by getting rid of zoning and land-
use restrictions; instead of using tax dol-
lars to prop up dying manufacturers, ac-
cept the affordability and abundance that
imports offer and unleash America’s pro-
ductive capacity to tackle other problems
(including things like climate change) and
create new jobs.

In trying to direct the economy from
Washington, conservatives would be dou-
bling down on progressives’ mistakes.
And in trying to duplicate their political
success from 2016, Republicans may be
tearing out their movement’s heart and
soul. o

STEPHANIE SLADE is the managing editor
of Reason magazine.

Football Players Should Boycott

at least $4 billion in revenue annually.

Yet those who make the game, play the
game, are the game, expose themselves
tobrain injury and crippling arthritis and
now the pandemic, don’t receive a dime
of revenue.

The big programs make millions off
them — profits for the top 25 most valu-
able teams range from roughly $27 mil-
lion at Clemson University to roughly
$94 million at Texas A&M University, ac-
cording to a 2019 study. Head football
coaches at Football Bowl Subdivision
schools make an average of $2.7 million.
Dabo Swinney of Clemson, $9.3 million;
Nick Saban of the University of Ala-
bama, $8.9 million; Jim Harbaugh of the
University of Michigan, $7.5 million.

Everybody except the players. It is a
system of serfdom unlike any not just in
sports but in corporate America.

The N.C.A.A., perhaps the worst um-
brella organization in history and dedi-
cated to protecting the college football
industry, keeps using the transparent
fallacy that players are compensated by
the scholarships they receive as well as
other ancillaries like trainers and tutor-
ing. So what? The true value of a schol-
arship varies wildly, and it is no substi-
tute for the money players generate.

The National College Players Associ:
tion and Drexel University’s sport man-
agement department did a study show-
ing that major college football and bas-
ketball players generated as much as
$1.5 million each beyond the value of
their scholarship. And this is from a few
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years ago.
The problem with this calculation is
determining the exact amount, leading
to endless disputes over revenue and
profit and loss and the wholesale price of
ahot dog. A simpler and quicker method
would be to tie annual player compensa-
tion in the Football Bowl Subdivision
schools to the salary of the head coach.
As an example, let’s use Swinney’s
$9.3 million a year at Clemson. Divide
that by the number of players on schol-
arship, limited to 85 by the N.C.A.A., and
you come up with an individual share of

Mistreated athletes have
an opening to demand
what they deserve.

109412, For the average FB.S. salary of
52.7 million, the player share would be
$31,765.

Since coaches’ salaries generally re-
flect the size of a program, the smaller it
is the less a player would make. If a
school thinks a player share is too much,
lower the salary. There would be no ex-
ceptions for programs crying that they
lose money. If that is true, drop football.

Compensation issues are only part of
the college football mess. Because of the
George Floyd killing and the resurgence
of the Black Lives Matter movement,
players are now talking about racial in-
equities.

Thirty years ago I wrote the book “Fri-
day Night Lights” about high school foot-
ball in Odessa, Texas. I saw unflinching
racism both shockingly overt and sub
tler: adouble standard of expectation for
Black football players versus white foot-
ball players; the attitude that white play-
ers perform well because they work hard
and Black players perform well because
they are naturally gifted and often don’t
work hard enough.

Has that changed? A report commis-
sioned by the University of lowa and re-
leased last month found entrenched bul-
lying and racial bias in the football pro-
gram. Colorado State suspended its foot-
ball program this month after allegations
of racism and verbal abuse.

Then thereis the lack of hiring of Black
head coaches. Out of 130 EB.S. schools,
14 head football coaches are Black. Itis a
disgrace at universities that are on the
defensive because of the issues raised by
Black Lives Matter and are preaching di-

versity and yet have done nothing in this
arena despite years of criticism.

This month 13 players from the Pac-12
came out with a list of demands before
the conference season was canceled:
player-approved measures to address
not just Covid-19 but “serious injury,
abuse and death”; 50 percent of profit-
sharing conference revenues for every
sport to be evenly distributed among
participants; 2 percent of conference
revenue to be set aside for financial aid
for low-income Black students and com-
munity initiatives. Their voices are
strong and have gotten attention.

Another players’ group, We Want to
Play, has members across all Power 5
conferences and has raised issues simi-
Iar to those of the Pac-12 group, including
the creation of a college football players’
association.

The Big 10 and the Pac-12 may be out,
but the Atlantic Coast Conference and
the Southeastern Conference and the Big
12 are still planning to go ahead. It is not
surprising, since many of the states ad-
vocating play are the same states that
find wearing protective masks optional
and college football a sacred American
right.

Football is not like other sports. It is
blood, mucus, sweat and spit, bodily
meals the virus craves. How can these
schools even be contemplating the risk
when several medical advisers to the
N.CA.A. said it was ill advised? Some
coaches have suggested that football
players alone should return to campus,
which provides additional evidence that
they are viewed more like employees
than traditional students and should be
compensated.

‘The pandemic has provided a window.
‘The absence of a normal college football
season gives players a chance they will
never have again. The 13 Pac-12 players
said they spoke on behalf of dozens of
others who raised similar concerns.
They threatened to boycott over the vi-
rus, and they should continue to threaten
boycott over the other vital issues they
raised. You don't need a union for that.
‘You need more voices from every confer-
ence and every team to build national
unity and fortitude.

You can play football without a coach.
‘You can play it without fans or cheerlead-
ers or mascots. But as far as I know, you
can't play without players. u]

BUZZ BISSINGER is the author of “Friday
Night Lights and” the forthcoming “The
Mosquito Bowl”
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The F.D.A. Chief’s Fuzzy Math

Che New ork Times
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On Monday night, Dr. Stephen Hahn, the commissioner of
the Food and Drug Administration, addressed inaccurate
and misleading remarks he made in a news conference the
previous evening. Dr. Hahn had initially claimed that
plasma from recovered Covid-19 patients — what’s known
as convalescent plasma — could save 35 out of every 100
people who contract the disease.

As he has since explained on television and Twitter, his
initial assessment conflated two different things: relative
risk reduction (that is, how much a treatment reduces the
risk of death in one group of patients compared to a different
group) and absolute risk reduction (that is, how much a
treatment reduces the risk of death in a group of patients
compared to the rest of the population who didn’t get the
treatment).

To proponents of convalescent plasma therapy, this
might seem like an inconsequential flub: Why split hairs if
lives were saved? But the survival benefit Dr. Hahn initially
mentioned applies only to a narrow subset of patients:
Those younger than 80 years old who were hospitalized but
not on ventilators and who received plasma with high levels
of antibodies within three days of diagnosis were 35 percent
less likely to die than those who received plasma with low
levels of antibodies.

If the former group of patients were compared instead
to the wider population, the benefit would shrink consider-
ably. (The data in question also has several other serious
imi which the issi did not or

Hahn is serving a president who routinely demonstrates an
overt hostility to science and who is facing a tough re-elec-
tion. And he’s being pressed by that president to clear drugs
and vaccines for use as quickly as possible — even if they
‘may not have been proven safe and may not be effective.

Ce plasma is not an thing for
doctors and scientists to pin their hopes on — it has proved
effective for other diseases, and so far it does appear to be
safe for Covid-19 patients. But it has not yet shown any real
benefit for them, and it’s the job of officials like Dr. Hahn to
be as clear as possible about that. There is a playbook for
communicating information during a public health crisis —
it calls for honestly about what isn’t known and transparen-
cy about how decisions are being made in light of that un-
certainty.

Dr. Hahn could have stood by leaders from the National
Institutes of Health who advised hitting pause on the use of
convalescent plasma until more data was available. Or he
could have defended ED.A. scientists who advised moving
forward even though data was limited. Instead, he followed
his boss’s lead, propping up victorious statements with
fuzzy numbers. That's perhaps unsurprising: In a world
where disinfectant therapy is discussed with a straight face,
the difference between relative and absolute may indeed
seem small.

But even small compromises with the truth can have
big consequences for public trust, and for the course of

address.)

Dr. Hahn knows this — or at least he ought to. As an on-
cologist by training and a former hospital executive, he
should be familiar with basic statistics. The trouble is, Dr.

global It’s worrisome that a doctor in charge of
one of the nation’s top regulatory agencies — who will play a
leading role in the coming decisions about which vaccines
are safe and effective enough to be injected into Americans’
bodies — doesn’t seem to realize that.

THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

Trump Should Learn German to Deal With China

IF JOE BIDEN is elected president, his top
foreign policy challenge will be China —
but not the China that he dealt with under
Barack Obama. It will be a much more ag-
gressive China, a China looking to sup-
plant American technology dominance,
smother democracy in Hong Kong and cy-
bersteal your personal data. Pushing back
on that China, without blowing up the
global trading system, will require revers-
ing one of Donald Trump’s biggest mis-
takes — his failure to build a partnership
with Germany to counter Beijing.

Yes, you read that right. The Cold War
with the Soviet Union was fought and won
in Berlin. And the looming Cold War with
China— over trade, technology and global
influence — will be fought and won in
Berlin.

As Berlin goes, so goes Germany, and as
Germany goes, so goes the European Un-
ion, the world’s biggest single market.
And whichever country — the United
States or China — is able to leverage the
European Union onits side in the competi-
tion for whose technology standards,
trade rules and technology will prevail
will set the rules for global digital com-
merce in the 21st century.

“The reason that the United States was
on the winning side of the three great con-
flicts of the 20th century — World War I,
World War II and the Cold War,” said Mi-
chael Mandelbaum, author of “The Rise
and Fall of Peace on Earth,” “is that we
were part of the strongest coalition. The
World War I coalition we joined belatedly.
‘The World War II coalition we joined less
belatedly. The Cold War coalition to defeat
the Soviet Union, we organized. This
should have been the model for dealing
with China”

If we make this a story of America act-
ing against China alone — with the goal of
making America, and only America, great
again— we lose. If we make this a story of

the world versus China on what are the
right and fair rules of 21st-century com-
merce — we can bend Beijing our way.

Trump had to impose billions of dollars
in taxes on U.S. imports from China — and
force U.S. farmers to live with China’s re-
taliation of curtailed American agricul-
ture purchases — just to compel China to
promise to buy more American goods. But
he still did not secure a sustained opening
of China's economy for truly reciprocal
commerce.

Trump has been tougher on China than
any previous president, and rightly so in
my view. As a friend of mine who does
business in China likes to say: Trump is
not the American president America de-
serves, but he is the American president
China deserves.

But I prefer not to use the term “China.”
1 prefer “1.3 billion people who speak Chi-
nese.” Because the behavior of those 1.3
billion Chinese speakers, whose economy
is growing very dynamically, is not easily
modified by 328 million Americans oper-
ating on Trump’s America-First-America-
Alone strategy.

Which is why T thought it was a huge
mistake for Trump to be simultaneously
hammering China and bashing Germany
over European Union auto fariffs and
Berlin’s lagging military spending. Trump
should have prioritized a partnership with
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany —
also known as “the Chancellor of Europe”
— who is as concerned about China’s bul-
lying as we are.

Germany has a small army that would
be useless in a shooting war against Rus-
sia, but it is a manufacturing superpower
that would be a decisive ally in a trade war
against China.

“We share your grievances with China,
but why has Trump never tried to address
them with your European allies?” a vet-
eran German diplomat asked me.

Now Trump is also punishing Germany
by bringing home some of our troops
there. The result? Pew Research reported
in May that in 2019, Germans prioritized
their country’s relationship with the
United States over that with China, 50 per-
cent to 24 percent. Today, 37 percent of
Germans prioritize their country’s rela-
tionship with the United States and 36 per-
cent prioritize relations with China.

Do the math: On taking office, Trump
tore up the Trans-Pacific Partnership
agreement, which set rules for free trade
in the 21st century in line with U.S. inter-
ests and was supported by the 12 biggest
Pacific economies — excluding China.
Now he’s weakening ties with Germany.

In the middle of all of this, Trump’s sec-
retary of state, Mike Pompeo, gave a
speech declaring that “securing our free-
doms from the Chinese Communist Party
is the mission of our time,” therefore it is.
also time “for a new grouping of like-
‘minded nations, a new alliance of democ-
racies” to deter China. “If the free world
doesn’t change,” Pompeo went on, “Com-
‘munist China will surely change us.”

That speech left me speechless. It's
hard to have an alliance without allies.

The thing China fears most is the one
thing Trump refused to build: a coalition
including the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
the United States and the European Un-
ion, built around Washington and Berlin.

The economist Tyler Cowen put it well
on Bloomberg View the other day: The
Trump China hawks “were right about ev-
erything, except how to deal with China.”

The great grand strategy chess move of
the 1970s was Richard Nixon and Henry
Kissinger building an alliance between
China and America to contain the Soviet
Union. The great grand strategy chess
move today is building an alliance be-
tween the United States and Germany to
counterbalance China. o

The Republicans’ Turn in the Spotlight

TO THE EDITOR
Re “Trump Nominated as G.0.P.
Delivers Ominous Message” (front
page, Aug. 25):

The first night of the Republican
convention was a true personifica-
tion of Donald Trump — full of
exaggerations, unsupported
claims, misrepresentations, unbe-
lievable praise and baldfaced lies,
Mr. Trump’s go-to tactics every
d:

ay.
Only the willfully ignorant be-
lieve this nonsense.

JAMES G. GOODALE.
FORT MYERS, FLA.

TO THE EDITOR:

1 watched the first hour of the
i ion. The Re-

and neo-Nazis marching in Char-
lottesville included “very fine
people”

JOSHUA FULD NESSEN

'WESTON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Why would the Republicans skip
the process of writing an election
platform? Was the G.O.P. too disor-
ganized to pull it off? That is cer-
tainly possible.

More likely, though, the party
has no need for a platform. The
only thing it stands for is whatever
President Trump decides he wants
to do on any given day. Heading
into an election without a platform
means that Republicans openly

publicans are still playing the
same old fear card, the same mes-
sage they have been using since
Richard Nixon's 1968 campaign.
Ho hum.

MARTHA BROAD, BRYN MAWR, PA.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is for a national mask
mandate. About 177,000 pandemic
deaths later, Donald Trump still
opposes one.

At the Republican National
Convention, Mr. Trump appeared
alongside seven frontline workers.
None wore a mask. All stood less
than six feet apart. None were
African-American or Latino, al-
though millions have dispropor-
tionately risked their lives to help
their fellow citizens as essential
workers.

M. Trump did find a few Afri-
can-Americans willing to safely
sing his praises from an isolated
lectern in an empty hall. They
included the former N.EL. player
Herschel Walker, who claimed that
our divider in chief is not a racist,
but a believer in social justice. Yes,

Diversity at the Top

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Pushing for Racial Equity in
Theater” (Arts pages, Aug. 20,

Wading into this conversation is
hard for a white writer.

Recently, artistic directors in
diverse cities like Philadelphia and
New York have resigned or been
asked to leave to make room for
leaders of color. Police depart-
ments across the country are
swapping white chiefs of police for
Black chiefs. Publishing companies
and news organizations are having
internal investigations to justify
removal of old leaders for new
ones.

1 support Black Lives Matter
and all movements to make all
levels of society more inclusive. I
am not, however, convinced that
having leaders “step aside” will be
as productive as having leaders
“step up” to the challenge of build-
ing inclusive organizations. Simply
relegating white leaders to the
sidelines of discussion does little
beyond providing cover for lack of
change.

It is likely to produce a backlash
rather than a partnership. In a few
years we will be questioning the
absence of institutional memory in
organizations that might have
benefited from keeping a few of the
old guard around, even in different
positions.

Diversity is not something you
create overnight, nor does it thrive
simply because you put a new face
at the top. It requires long, hard
thinking and planning, and that is
the work that needs to happen
faster and more effectively.

TARA SONENSHINE, WASHINGTON
The writer is a former under secretary
of state for public diplomacy and
public affairs.

How Isolation Hurts Elders
TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Senior Facility Dilemma:
Are Visitors Allowed?,” by Paula
Span (The New Old Age, Science
Times, Aug. 18

I read with interest your article
about the effects of isolation on
elders in nursing facilities during
the pandemic. I view my mother’s
recent death at age 96 as collateral
damage from Covid-19. The lack of
visitors during her facility’s shut-
down hastened her cognitive de-
cline and her will to live after a fall.
The facility where she lived was
excellent and the staff was caring
and dedicated, but that wasn’t
sufficient to compensate for lack of
in-person family support.

Perhaps we should rethink the
trade-off between maximum pro-
tection of our elderly from a poten-
tially deadly virus versus provid-
ing for their emotional needs at a
stage in life when they are most
vulnerable.

SUSAN BENNETT, LEXINGTON, MASS.

they operate in a
policy-free zone. This is no longer
the G.O.P; it is now the PO.T.
(Party of Trump).

TODD R. CLEAR, WHITEFISH, MONT.

TO THE EDITOR:

Whenever an incumbent president
seeks a second term, it is always
appropriate to ask two key ques-
tions: Am I better off than I was
four years ago? Is our country
better off than it was four years
ago?

Tn his campaign four years ago,
Donald Trump gave us a green
light to ask these questions now by
promising that he would “make
America great again.” We now can
grade his performance by using
that slogan. During four years in
the White House, has he made
America great again? Has he made
asignificant start on it?

Mr. Trump also said repeatedly
in 2016 that he would “drain the
swamp,” as well as “I alone can fix
it” and “What have you got to
lose?” Everyone who cares about
this country should think carefully
about those utterances — and
about whether they were fulfilled
— before casting their ballots this
fall.

ROBERT TILLER, SILVER SPRING, MD.

A ‘Better’ Flu Seaso!
TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Fearing ‘Twindemic; Experts
Push for Flu Shots” (front page,
Aug. 17):

While the article raises appropri-
ate concerns about the need to
increase efforts to vaccinate people
against seasonal flu, it doesn’t
‘mention several factors that could
act to reduce the severity of this
year’s flu season.

The marked reduction in air
travel should reduce the introduc-
tion and spread of the infection,
particularly from the Southern to
the Northern Hemisphere.

Additionally, although it's far
from perfect, compared to past flu
seasons many more people are
now wearing masks, washing and
sanitizing their hands, avoiding
contact with potentially high-touch
surfaces and markedly decreasing
close person-to-person interactions
that act to transmit the flu virus.

All of these factors can, opti-
‘mistically, act to mitigate the se-
Verity of this year's flu, as we
prepare to enter the season of the
“twindemic.”

LAWRENCE M. REICH, NEW YORK
The writer is an internist.

Use of Force by the Police

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Video Shatters Public’s Image
of Hoops Cop” (front page, Aug.
16):

Thank you for this important
portrait of Officer Bobby White,
who gained national attention for
playing basketball with local
youths. As an organization that
offers training programs for police
officers, youths and parents, we
often see law enforcement officers
who are positive when children are
compliant and grateful.

But it's when officers can’t get
immediate compliance that you see
their true mettle. Officers who
commit ugly acts of subjugation to
obtain deference to their authority
reveal to youth that questioning
authority often leads to use of force
or assertion of police power or
both.

Officer White may have acted
like a mentor to young boys in
Gainesville, Fla. But it appears
that he and many of his colleagues
were trained to assume deference
and rely upon arrest, handcuffs,
threats and violence to get it. That
means there’s always the chance
they will revert to that training in
any given situation, exactly as
Officer White did in the second
video, and no amount of basketball
playing will improve that.

LISA THURAU, CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

The writer is the founder and execu-
tive director of Strategies for Youth.
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TikTok and Microsoft Planned Small Deal, Until Trump Stepped In

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
dent Trump, who has ordered Tik-
Tok’s U.S. operations to be sold or
to cease operating, ByteDance is
now discussing selling parts of
TikTok’s global operations to sev-
eral potential bidders. And with so
many groups jumping into the
talks to get a piece of any deal, all
are trying to drive their own inter-
ests and agendas.

Apart from Microsoft, the bid-
ders include Oracle, the enter-
prise software company, the peo-
ple with knowledge of the talks
said. Bankers and investors, some
authorized and some simply try-
ing to gin up a deal, have also
called Netflix, Twitter and Verizon
about buying TikTok, they said,
though it is unclear if those com-
panies have a genuine interest in
an acquisition. Microsoft, with the
deepest resources and a market
value of more than $1.6 trillion,
still appears the furthest along for
now, the people said.

The sale scenarios on the table
are head-spinning, the people
said, because all of the parties —
ByteDance, TikTok, their invest-
ors, and the bidders — want to get
the most out of any deal. The talks
have covered everything from
selling just TikTok’s North Ameri-
can operations all the way to ev-
ery part of TikTok, minus
ByteDance’s Chinese-only video
app Douyin, they said.

‘A deal price is unclear, though
numbers have ranged from $20
billion to $50 billion depending on
what parts of TikTok will be sold,
the people said. The talks are flu-
id, and no deal may ultimately be
reached.

Even if one does take place, a
TikTok sale — which has become a
referendum on the U.S.-China re-
lationship — may still be dis-
rupted if Beijing or Mr. Trump
weighs in. Mr. Trump has been
highly involved, including talking
to Microsoft’s chief executive,
Satya Nadella, and saying that Or-
acle could handle buying TikTok.
In an Aug. 6 executive order, he
imposed a deadline for TikTok’s
U S. operations to be sold by Sept.

On Monday, TikTok sued the
U.S. government, arguing that the
executive order had deprived it of
due process. The suit could give
TikTok more time to operate in the
United States if the courts order it,
a stalling tactic that may help the
app wait it out past the Nov. 3 elec-
tion.

Steven Davidoff Solomon, a law
professor at the University of Cali-
fornia in Berkeley, who contrib-
utes to The New York Times, said
the United States’ forcing such a
huge company to sell itself was
“really unprecedented.” He add-
ed, “This is a forced sale, and
ByteDance is trying to keep it
from being as much of a fire sale
as possible.”

This account of TikTok’s deal
discussions was based on inter-
views with more than a dozen peo-
ple who were involved in or were
briefed on the situation. They
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because they were not au-

thorized to speak publicly.

Representatives from TikTok
and ByteDance, Microsoft, Net-
flix, Twitter, Oracle and the White
House declined to comment.

A spokesman for China’s For-
eign Ministry, Wang Wenbin,
called Mr. Trump’s executive or-
der a “naked act of bullying” and
added that the U.S. government
would eventually “reap what it
sows”

TikTok, which ByteDance cre-
ated partly out of a $1 billion pur-
chase of the lip-syncing app Musi-
cally in 2017, has become a phe-
nomenon in the United States and
elsewhere. More than 100 million
Americans regularly use the app,
the company has said, especially
teenagers and twentysomethings.

Last year, as tensions between
the United States and China wors-
ened, the Trump administration

began scrutinizing TikTok and
ByteDance. In November, the
Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States, a pow-
erful panel known as Cfius that re-
views  foreign  acquisitions,
opened an  inquiry into
ByteDance’s deal to buy Musi-
cally after lawmakers voiced con-
cerns that TikTok was giving data
on its American users to Beijing.

TikTok has denied that it helps
Beijing. To reduce the U.S. pres-
sure, Zhang Yiming, ByteDance’s
chief executive, began consulting
with a small group of investors in
his internet company, including
Sequoia Capital and General At-
lantic. ByteDance, which is pri-
vately held, has been valued
around $100 billion.

Doug Leone, one of Sequoia’s
partners, and Bill Ford, chief exec-
utive of General Atlantic, became

|

TONY LUONG FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
In addition to Microsoft, TikTok’s potential bidders included Oracle, according to people with knowledge of the talks.

Mr. Zhang’s bridge to the White
House, the people with knowledge
of the talks said. In their conversa-
tions, the Trump administration
had specific stipulations: First, it
wanted TikTok to overhaul its
governance and  shareholder
structure to reduce ByteDance’s
ownership of the app. Second, it
wanted guarantees that TikTok’s
American user data be stored on
U.S. servers.

The firms needed a major U.S.
tech partner to get the deal done,
the people close to the talks said.
Mr. Zhang and the investors fig-
ured that Facebook, Google and
‘Amazon were under too much an-
titrust scrutiny. But Microsoft,
with its cash hoard of $137 billion,
cloud expertise and strong gov-
ernment  relationships, could
work.

Mr. Zhang, a former Microsoft

engineer, reached out to Microsoft
executives to gauge their interest,
said one person with knowledge of
the talks. Sequoia and General At-
lantic declined to comment.

By July, Microsoft joined the
talks. At the time, the discussions
centered on Microsoft making a
minority investment in TikTok,
the people said. Between the U.S.
China tensions and the pressures
of operating a social media com-
pany, Microsoft executives were
hesitant about a big deal, said peo-
ple briefed on the conversations.
ByteDance and Mr. Zhang also
wanted to retain some ownership
of TikTok, they said.

Yet as the talks progressed,
Microsoft grew warmer on a po-
tentially larger deal with TikTok.
While Microsoft has lots of data
about industries like gaming and
workplace software, it has little in-
formation about people’s social
media behavior. TikTok’s user in-
teraction  information  could
strengthen Microsoft’s data sci-
ence operation, the people briefed
on the talks said.

TikTok could also be linked to
Microsoft’s $7 billion advertising
business. Together, that could
make a meaningful difference in
Microsoft’s growth, they said.

ByteDance and Microsoft came
to see an acquisition of TikTok’s
U.S. operations as a cleaner op-
tion, they added. Mlcrosoﬁ. could
allow'nkTDk tand-

president.

In a statement, Mr. Navarro
said, “Nobody exerts ‘influence’
over President Donald J. Trump.
He listens carefully to a wide
range of often sharply competing
views and then he makes the best
and most informed decision.”

The next 72 hours were chaotic.
News leaked that Microsoft was in
talks to acquire TikTok. Private
equity firms and bankers circled.
That briefly included Stephen A.
Schwarzman, chief executive of
the Blackstone Group, said people
familiar with the talks. Blackstone
declined to comment.

That weekend, Mr. Trump
called Mr. Nadella about TikTok.
Mr. Trump said ByteDance had 45
days to complete a sale of TikTok’s
business in the United States. He
added that any deal should help
the U.S. government in some way,
perhaps in the form of job creation
or other economic benefits, or
some kind of offering to the Treas-
ury Department.

Privately, officials at Microsoft
and TikTok were shocked. The 45-
day window put TikTok at a disad-
vantage in negotiating the best
deal. Mr. Trump also seemed to be
arguing for “tipping the waiter;”
essentially offering a percentage
of the deal to the Treasury, the
people said.

On Aug. 2, Microsoft issued a
statement about its pursuit of Tik-

alone unit, similar to the. way it
had treated past large acquisi-
tions, such as its $2.5 billion acqui-
sition of the company behind the
video game Minecraft in 2014 and
its $26 billion purchase of the pro-
fessional networking site Linked-
In in 2016.

All the while, Trump adminis-
tration officials were keeping an
eye on the situation. Last month,
Treasury  Secretary  Steven
Mnuchin, who is chairman of
Cfius and holds the final word on
the panel’s recommendations of
ByteDance’s purchase of Musi-
cally, spoke with TikTok and
Microsoft about how TikTok’s
data should be on U.S. servers,
three of the people said.

On July 31, Mr Mnuchin
presented the Cfius analysis of the
ByteDance-Musically deal to Mr.
Trump, two people said. The rec-
ommendation: that ByteDance be
ordered to sell TikTok to an Amer-
ican owner, with Microsoft acquir-
ing most of TikTok’s business and
the stakes held by ByteDance’s
Chinese shareholders winnowed
to a minority investment.

A spokesman for the Treasury
and Mr. Mnuchin declined to com-
ment.

But aboard Air Force One later
that day, President Trump said he
planned to ban TikTok entirely.
Several of Mr. Trump’s advisers
were furious at the derallment of

A company tries to
avoid being forced to
accept fire-sale prices.

Tok and said it would provide
“proper economic benefits to the
United States, including the
United States Treasury.” It did not
elaborate on what that meant.

A few days later, Mr. Trump
signed his executive order to
block TikTok if it was not sold by
mid-September. A week later, he
issued another executive order
giving ByteDance 90 days to close
such a deal.

Since then, other potential suit-
ors have emerged, including Ora-
cle. ByteDance, backed into a cor-
ner by the White House, wants the
best price for TikTok — and not
from only one bidder in Microsoft.
Sensing ByteDance’s weakness,
more potential acquirers are Kick-
ing the tires on the hot, fast-grow-
ing app. All of that may turn off
Microsoft from a purchase.

Even as deal discussions have
continued, TikTok sued the U.S.
government on Monday over Mr.
Trump’s executive order.

“We far prefer constructive dia-
logue over litigation,” the com-
pany said in a statement. But giv-
en the executive order, it said, “we
simply have no choice.”

their saying
that China hawks like Peter
Navarro, the White House direc-
tor of trade and manufacturing
policy, had exerted too much influ-
ence, according to White House
officials and others close to the

Mike Isaac reported from San Fran-
cisco, and Andrew Ross Sorkin from
New York. Reporting was contributed
by Ana Swanson, Maggie Haberman,
Michael J. de la Merced, Raymond
Zhong and Alan Rappeport.

Britain Helps Restaurant Industry
Restart by Paying Half the Check

FROM FIRST BUSINESS PAGE
with the previous Monday, ac-
cording to CGA, a consultancy
that tracks data on eating and
drinking out in Britain.

“People, and myself included,
underestimated the effect it was
going to have,” Mr. Williams said
of the discount, which includes
nonalcoholic  drinks.  “Most
restaurants in Liverpool now, you
can’t even get a table for the whole
of August Monday to Wednesday.”

Before the national lockdown,
Baltic Market was open only
Thursdays to Sundays. At the
start of August, it opened on
Wednesday to take advantage of
the discount, and after two weeks
the owners decided to open seven
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days a week for the rest of the
month.

The restaurant industry is
grateful for the rush of customers,
but there are concerns about
whether a temporary discount
can trigger a sustainable recov-

o

Ty.

The government's offer, aided
by some pleasant weather this
August,  has  encouraged
customers to return to restau-
rants, especially the outdoor seat-
ing offered by many establish-
ments. If diners retreat back to
their homes once it’s too cold to
dine outdoors, however, or unem-
ployment rises as the furlough
program ends in October, what

“At the moment I'm trying tore-
ally enjoy everything about it,”
Mr. Williams said. “But I just can’t
help but feel we're in a bit of a hon-
eymoon period with it all and that
come October, with alfresco din-
ing ending and furlough ending,
it’s going to be a very, very differ-
ent landscape and story.”

Kate Nicholls, the chief execu-
tive of UKHospitality, a trade
group, added: “People are making
hay while the sun shines, and see-
ing it as an opportunity to build
back a degree of resilience” in
case the crowds of August thin out
in the fall.

On a recent Tuesday evening,
the Soho area of central London
had taken on a festive atmos-
phere. Rain held off, and streets
were closed to traffic to allow
restaurants to put tables outside.
Bunting made the socially di
tanced tables appear more cheer-
ful, and less like a stark reminder
of the health risks.

On several streets there wasn't
a single empty table — and they
were as noisy as on any pre-pan-
demic summer evening. It almost

disguised the fact that central
London is nearly devoid of office
workers and tourists, with most
theaters and other attractions still
shut.

Before the pandemic, “this was
the place to be,” said Stani Vis-
ciano, the maitre d’ at Lina Stores,
an Italian restaurant in Soho. Ona
typical night, a line of customers
would already be waiting when
the restaurant opened at 5. The
pre-theater crowd morphed into
the dinner crowd, and anyone
without a reservation faced a long
‘wait, he said.

On this Tuesday evening the
restaurant was fully booked —
and again for Wednesday.

But the revenue isn't the same.
The pre-theater rush has gone.
Before social distancing, the
restaurant could seat 52 people.
Now, fully booked means 40 din-
ersatatime — nearly one-quarter
fewer customers.

The British economy fared
worse than any other in Europe
during the second quarter of the
year, because of a longer lock-
down period and heavy reliance
on consumer spending. To dig it-
self out of this hole, the country
needs people to return to bars and
restaurants and cafes and coffee
shops in large numbers. The gov-
ernment set aside £500 million for
the half-off discount, an amount
that economists didn’t consider to
be particularly substantive com-
pared with the £190 billion the
government intends to spend on
the economic recovery from the
pandemi

A(terspendmg months warning
of the dangers of indoor public
spaces, the government now has
to persuade people that it’s safe to
return to their previous habits.
Throughout this crisis, the gov-
ernment has turned to behavioral

economists to help devise differ-
ent parts of its response — and
their principles seem to be hard at
work in the Eat Out to Help Out
program.

“There are two psychological
forces at play,” said Ivo Vlaev, a
professor of behavioral science at
Warwick Business School, who
has been advising the govern-
ment and National Health Service

For owners, a fear
that everything may
change in the fall.

on its communication in response
to the pandemic. (He didn’t work
on the meal discount plan.)

The first is habit creation, he
said. When someone does some-
thing and receives a reward, like
the half-off discount, the next time
the same situation arises, the
memory of the reward encour-
ages a repetition of the action —
and this continues until the situa-
tion alone, even without the re-
ward, can trigger the action.

The government’s dining dis-
count could be particularly effec-

'ALEXANDER INGRAM FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

tive at getting people out to eat on
their lunch breaks, Mr. Vlaev said.
“Its a very powerful way to
change people by habituating
their behavior because they then
act on autopilot,” he said.

The second force is known as
“psychological commitment,” Mr.
Vlaev said: In order to get people
to agree toalarge request, you get
them to agree to something small
first. People in Britain might
agree to take advantage of the
restaurant discount, but once they
are out and enjoying themselves
the government can more easily
ask them to return to offices,
gyms, theaters and so on.

So far, the experiment is work-

ing.

A survey by CGA found that
nearly 40 percent of people using
the Eat Out to Help Out discount
were dining out for the first time
since the national lockdown began
in late March — a sign it is win-
ning over people who had gotten
used to staying at home. The dis-
count was also encouraging fam-
ilies and older customers to go
back out, Ms. Nicholls of UKHos-
pitality said. There have been no
reports of spikes in coronavirus
cases tied to the program.

But even if the customers want

London's Chinatown has adapted to
outdoor dining. Pleasant weather
and government discounts have
given restaurants alift in August.

to keep coming back, restaurants
face a lot of uncertainty.

Half of Britain's restaurants are
still closed, Ms. Nicholls said.
Across the hospitality industry,
businesses that are open are mak-
ing only about 70 percent of their
pre-pandemic revenue. The gov-
ernment has reduced the VAT, a
type of sales tax, on food and non-
alcoholic drinks, but this will ex-
pire in January. The government
also put a moratorium on forfei-
ture of commercial properties be-
cause of unpaid rent for six
months, effectively allowing busi-
nesses to delay rent payments un-
til the end of September, when the
next three months of rent will be

due.

That heavy rent debt, building
up for over the last six months, is
“the single biggest outstanding is-
sue” facing restaurants and the
hospitality industry generally, Ms.
Nicholls said.

And while the Eat Out to Help
Out program can help change con-
sumer behavior, it doesn’t address
how each establishment will make
up for reduced capacity because
of social distancing measures, or
what will happen when it’s too
cold to dine outside. A recent sur-
vey by the Office for National Sta-
tistics found that just 43 percent of
people felt comfortable eating in-
doors.

Baltic Market now has a capaci-
ty of 150 to 200 people, at best a
third of the number of people it
could have fit in before. To accom-
modate more people through the
fall and winter, the owners say,
they are building heated booths so
more people can keep dining out-
side.

“That's what the big worry is;’
Mr. Williams said. “Obviously, we
don’t live in California or Dubai,
we live in the UK. So there’s a fi-
nite amount of time that you want
to eat a bowl of pasta outside.”
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‘WORDLY WISE
YOU CANNOT SPEND YOUR WAY OUT OF RECESSION
OR BORROW YOUR WAY OUT OF DEBT.
— DANIEL HANNAN

ThelndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By &
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

LONG ROAD AHEAD

RBI points to bleak prospects for consumption and investment in
near term, underscores need for government support

HE ANNUAL REPORT of the Reserve Bank of India, released on Tuesday,
affirms that the recovery from the currentcrisis will be a painful and pro-
tracted process. While leading economic indicators do suggest that the
economy has bounced back from the lows observed in Apri, the report

UGC

other parties are engaged in a vicious legal
battle. It has put the spotlight, once again, on
the fl'aughl nature of Centre-state relations
in the area of higher education. The case is
simple: Given the epidemic and concerns of
safety, Maharashtra and some other states
have cancelled the final year exams for co-

economic act lower lev-
els, and that the normalisation of activities to pre-COVID levels is unlikely in the near-
term. “The upticks that became visible in May and June after the lockdown was eased in
several parts of the country, appear to have lost strength in July and August, mainly due
to reimposition or tricter imposition of Imkdowns, itt noted. This implies that though
the pace of
ing of the lockdown restrictions, the central bank now expects the economy to continue
to contract in the second quarter of the current financial year as well.

ethe eas-

tion side, the data points to a remarkable decline in household financial liabilities, indicat-
ing that in line with the corporate sector, households in India have also begun to delever-
age. Household financial liabilties fell to 2.9 per cent of gross national disposable income
(GNDI): m2[)‘|9 -20,from4 per cent in 2018-19. And this was befure the COVID-19 pandemic
truck. Ris
well have accelerated this trend, and led to  rise in precautionary savings, dimming the
prospectsof arevival in pri ionin the near term. “Anas-

and wish to award grades and
degrees based on in-semester performance.

The UGC has said that this “dilutes stan-
dards” and has passed a diktat that universi-
ties must hold exams — online, off-line or
blended — before September 30. It has
claimed that the actions of the states have
“encroached on the legislative field of coor-
dinating and determining the standards of
higher education which is exclusively re-
served for the Parliament under Entry 66 of
List 1 of Schedule VI of the Constitution.” It
‘hasalsoclaimed thatits directives are to“pro-
tect the academic future of students”.

These broad claims must be examined
carefully. Right now, fresh graduates arelos-
ing job appointments simply because they
cannotfurnisha tificate. And

essment the year sofar the shock to consump-
tion s severe, and it will take quite some time to mend and regain the pre-COVID-19 mo-
mentum.” On the investment side, lhe prospects of a pick-up in the private sector capex

yet, the MHRD has not bothered to inform
employers and institutions to defer this re-
quirement.

cycleals tobebleak. C thecash flow freed u En the Centre's
. role as “Coordination and determination of
ductionin their| and p their cash
i ‘ highereducati
reserves launc

Time to hold the baby and throw

National competitive exams
such as the JEE, NEET and
GATE have bL(Ul‘nL the de

facto ds for

and corporate sector, both in the midst of a deleveraging exercise, underscore the need for
reater pending onomy. Asthe RBlalso notes, publicinvest-

orresearch in:
tutions”. It has been repeatedly used by the
Centre to shape the contours of policy and

mentfunded ionofassets,could “revi

‘The central bank'sc i
for this year underlines the lingering uncertainty. While the National Statistics Office
(NSO)will rowth for the first quarter, indicating the extentof the
slump during the period, early next week, surely the RBI should provide its own assess-
ment of the economy, and how it sees economic activity shaping up over the medium
term, to help guide policy-malkers on the future course of action.

tanc onomic growth

TRUTH ABOUT PULWAMA

Co-operating in Pulwama investigation can only be in Pakistan's
owninterest. And in interest of peace and stability in region

VAR AND hlfafter the Pulwama ttack in which  Kashmirsicide

bomber dencar,killing 40C -

ity convoy on the national h|ghway connectingJammuandSrinagar, the

National Investigation Agency has filed a chargesheet in the case. It con-

firms the claim mad at the time by the Pakistan-based group, Jaish-e-

Mobammed.thatit had caried outtheatack.The chargesheet saysthe ttack was con-

ceived, planned and controlled at every step by the Paki theJeM.

It names JEM chief Masood Azhar, his brother Rauf Asghar, and another brother's son,

Mohammed Usman Faroog, whois described asa key conspirator” and ahost o others.
Sixof including L illed i

ters. Mobile phones recovered from them provided much of the forensic evidence that

inthe 13,800-page charge-sheet. The materialin the chargesheet raises

questions for Indian security forces about infiltration by Pakistani terrorists into Indian

territory and how they remained undetected as they assembled the explosives.

ksetoffachainofevents that¢ i

Balakot

. In fact, it is the basis of the UGC
Actof 1956. That led to the UGC-NET, a qual-
ifying examination for college teachers. The
IIT Act of 1961 led to the JEE and eventually
GATE, and the 2016 amendment to the Indian
Medical Council Act of 1956 gave us NEET.
Thus, a single provision in the Constitution
and a few key Acts have entangled India’s
higher education in a web of qualifying and
competitive exams, regulatory agencies and
professional bodies. All this s in the name of
upholding standards.

And yet, there have been few efforts to
evolve standards and link them with con-
crete societal goals. There is the excessively
bureaucratic national system of accredita-
tionand rankings forinstitutions. This led to
thousands of research papers in worthless
journals and hundreds of crores spent on ex-

education. The folly of this is
well known. They adversely
impact the overall
development of our youth.
They encourage coaching
and intervene in the state’
ability to provide doctors
and engincers from the local
population. They distort the
meaning and practice of
science. And yet their impact
on students and society has
not been formally measured
or accepted by the MHRD.
The most exceptionable is
the UGC-NET, the
qualifying exam for college
teachers.

out the bathwater

claims that the purpose of higher education
is to “enable personal accomplishment and
enlightenment, constructive public engage-
ment, and productive contribution to soci-
ety”. But what is this in concrete terms, for
students, institutions, the state and the na-

versus States

for poor student employability and the re-
luctance of the states to invest in higher ed-
ucation.

Pedagogically t0o, it is known that stu-
dentslearnbetterwhen presented with real-
life problems in a familiar context. And yet

b-

ion? Should a“good” student

anewspaper article on a local issue, or con-

duct a study? Should IIT Bombay or Shivaji

University analyse the l(ulhapur floods or
of th

sentin the curricula. When states innovate,
the MHRD is more likely to steam-roll it. This
was witnessed in Mahalashn a, whereitsin-

measure tf in
their cities? Can the state rely on its colleges
for research on drinking water? Should the
nation expect that elite institutions will work
to improve the railways and devise timeta-
bles for shramik services? These questions
have never been answered.

Instead, national competitive exams
such as the JEE, NEET and GATE have be-
come the de facto standards for education.
The folly of this is well known. They ad-
versely impact the overall development of
ouryouth. They encourage coaching and in-
tervene in the state’s ability to provide doc-
tors and el\gmeers from the local popula-

novative Unn:
Abhiyan, I|n1<mgcollegeswlrhdlsmctadmm—
istration was refused support by the MHRD.

Finally, about elite central institutions
suchas thellTs or [ISERs, the less said the bet-
ter.Mostregulations of the UGCor MHRD do
not apply to them. They soak up most of the
funds and prestige and yet their outputis not
commensurate.

Setting standardsin higher education re-
quires us to connect societal needs and pro-
fessions with training and research. The
MHRD or UGC have failed to do this. Nor have
they considered the harmfulimpact of the de
facto standards on students and society. The

d practice  newNEP
of science. And yelthemmnan evidence-
and society has not been formally measured  nationalised testing,
oraccepted by the MHRD. Sowhatis tobe done
The most exceptionable is the UGC-NET, _ The courts sl\ould polm out that a con-
i Their The UGC

curricula re, of course, “national”orfor that
matter “global”, In Economics, it is the last
chapter (of 10 chapters), where the Indian

hasfied tospprocate this They shotld et
aside the issue of encroachment and judge
the case on concrete questions. Can the

pandemic?

Ec Missingisthe
District Economic Plan, adocument whichiis
regularly prepared by state governments, or
the economics of the city. Sociology wends
itsway through Marx and Weber, ignores key
development programmes such as MGN-
REGA and forbids any regional content. In
Engineering too, the national curriculum for
civil engineering is the same for Himachal
e mati

Are they really that important? Can trans-
port or access to computers be managed?
Did the central committee consider ll this?
Doesit have the data?

Secondly, students should understand
that their future is bogged down by a higher
education system and a scientific bureau-
cracy whichisstructurally flawed. Itis an elite

erning body for engineering has now deter-
mined that Virtual Reality and Quantum
Computing are important emerging areas!
Thus, the Centre decides the curricula, the
teachers and their salaries. The states pay.
“This standardisation is merely “world-
class” wool pulled over our eyes and not
based on any study of what the states need.
Infact, the disconnectof curricula and teach-

his not
to meaningful jobs or welfare within the
states. Itis time for the states to create a sys-
temwhich opens up professional opportuni-
ties, standards and training for our youth to
serve their community, of achieving excel-
lence through relevance.

Sohoni teaches IIT Bombay and IIT Goa.
Dharapis aresearcher at IT Bombay

AFTERLIFE OF A VERDICT

Ending discriminatory practice of triple talaq was a much-needed reform

TAHIR MAHMOOD

ONAUGUST?21 three years ago, the Supreme
Court pronounced its historic judgment in

in Pakistan's Khyber e,at thesite of aJaish
‘camp, to which the Pakistan Air Force retaliated, downing an IAFMiG-21 and capturing
the pilot. At the time, India had made it plain that it held Pakistan responsible for the at-
tack, wi ing the Most Favoured a it.andde-
claring that it would work to isolate Islamabad internationally. From the chargesheet, it
is clear that Usman Farooq's handlers were guiding him every step of the way. It is well

the
o the heinous practice of the so-called
“triple talaq” prevalent among the country's
Muslim citizens. In his judgment, the then
ChiefJustice] S Khehar said, “There can be no
doubt, and that is our definitive conclusion,
thatthe ositoncan besalvagedonlyby leg-

known that the JeM has close links to the Pak
Inresponse toan Ind ierlast March, ithad taken into “protective
custody”some 40} including Rauf Asghar and Masood Azhar's

son Hammad Azhar. But Pakistan said it needed more “proof”. Delhi rightly accused it of
insincerity itsinactionin other cases, inc attacks case, de-
spite being provided with evidence. Now, with the Financial Action Task Force watching,
the Pakist has been forced tocomply with the in-
ternational watchdog's anti-terror requirements. Co-operating in the Pulwama investi-
gationcanonly beini stability in the region.

And James Anderson has his head and heart set
on scaling more peaks

NTHE FINAL hour of this cricket summer in England, James Anderson, the coun-

try S eVergreen seaier, collected his 600th Test wicket with his 33,717th delivery

format, It wasa rare and Mount 600 is a peak unscaled by

fast bowlers. And it is likely to remain unsurpassable in the imminent future. It
talent, hard work, persistence,

islation;
handswhat clearlyfalls initsown”. The: oper—
ative partofthe split judgment had declared
that, “In view of the different opinions
recorded, by amajority of 3:2 the practice of
talag-e-bidat, triple talaq is set aside.”

The minority judgment in the case had
advised the government to enact a compre-
hensive divorce law for the Muslims on the
lines of such laws in several Arab and non-
Arab Muslim countries — which the judg-
ment had taken pains to chronicle at length.
Instead of bringingin such alaw, the govern-
‘mentof the day, however, decided in its wis-
dom to pass a penal law abolishing the prac-
tice of triple talaq and making it an offence.

‘The proposed law was first enforced by
two ordinances promulgated one after the
other and finally enacted as the Muslim
Women (Rights on Marriage) Act, exactly
three weeks before the second anniversary
of the apex court’s judgment. As the Act com-

rear of dayof

Tt

the last month, the Union law minister hap-
pily tweeted: “This day will always be re-
membered as a golden day in the Indian
democracy for giving gender justice, dignity
and equality to Muslim women by ending the
evil pracnce of triple talaq”.

TheAct

tobe: person
arrested for the offence can be released on bl
by the courtafter hearing the wife and being
satisfied that thereare reasonable grounds for
granting bail. The Actalsoenables the courtto
order subsistence allowance for the wife and

onher,asalso for placing

provisions bul Testricts its meaning by deﬁn-
ingthe word as “talag-e-bidat or any other -
milar form of talaq having the effectof instan-
taneous and irrevocable divorce”. This
definition covers the so-called triple talaq —
in which a husband says that he is giving

The impression that the Act
has repealed the Muslim law
on divorce by husbands in
its entirety is not correct. Its
provisions are restricted in
their effect to ‘talag-e-bidat’.
The proper way of divorce by
men as prescribed by the
Quran and other authentic
sources of Muslim law
remains unaffected by

the Act.

" to his wife, o

talaq [hnce asalsowhatis| known inthetra-
ditional Muslim law as a “single irrevocable
divorce” in which the husband declares he
cannot revoke the talaq he is pronouncing.
These are the forms of divorce which text-
books on Muslim law describe as practices
“bad in theology but good in law” — a funny
proposition, indeed. A constitutionally secu-

rcountryis not bound to protect by law even
wh:A(i ‘goodin [hcology —of course, theolo-

‘minor children in her custody.

‘The impression that the Act has repealed
the Muslimlaw ondivorce by husbands inits
entirety is not correct. Its provisions are re-
stricted in their effect to talag-e-bidat, the two
forms of which have been mentioned above.
The proper way of divorce by men as pre-
scribed by the Quran and other authentic
sources of Muslim law remains unaffected by
the Act. Nor does the Act affect in any sense
the provisions of Muslim law on divorce at
theinstance of women or by the spouses' mu-
tual consent.

Whether a man has pronounced a talaq
as per authentic Muslim law or in violation
ofts precepts will bea matter to be proved by
L‘Viden(c In the former case, the Act will not

titto

]sgal]yenfoltewhat is admmedly“bad inthe.
ology” ina particular community's theology.
“The Act declares the so-called talag-e-bidat

to be “void and illegal” and also makes it an
offence punishable with imprisonment fora

pply. caseitwill,and should, ap-
Phywithallsvigour

Thewriteris former chairman of National
Minorities Commission and member, Law
Commission of India

mostimportantly,an utterlack of hubris.
i layered. A Win

!
hil ion of hismind.

and how he wishes. He can also “reverse” reverse swing,like he so famouslydid to outfox

dwh

Sachin Tendulkarin Kolkatain 2012. Never hekept
time.Ifthe pre-2012 Anderson carri inEnglish condi-
tions, aslaveto i jears, he added ick-

ery to his repertoire. His contributions were instrumentalin setting up the Test series win
inindiain 2012and the Ashesin 2011. For any opening batsman, he wasa beast in England
andadevilelsewhere.

His biggest achievement has been his longevity. Fast bowlers, stereotypically, hit their
thatage. The real
surge began post 30s, illuminated by the figure that no fast bowler has picked more wick-
ets(336) than him after the 30th birthday. Some bowlers would be elated to hoard these
numbers n their entire career. Anderson has his head and heart set on more. At the age of

: e ;

205. Anderson was just

I INDIANEXPRES F

of doom for batsmen. The ageless Anderson s one for the ages.

AuGuUSsT 27,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

UP StTILL DISTURBED

THE RETURN TO normalcy of the riot-hit
towns of Uttar Pradesh was disturbed fol-
lowing two stabbing incidents in Allahabad
during the relaxation of the curfew. The dis-
trict authorities immediately sent an SOS to
Lucknow for police reinforcements and the
curfew was withdrawn. There were two vi-
olentincidentsin Moradabad during the pe-
riod of curfew relaxation for Raksha Bandhan
calling for instant action by the police.

BuTt AMITY OVER RAKHI
IN A UNIQUE show of communal harmony
and fraternity, Hindus and Muslims cele-
brated “raksha bandhan” in Muzaffarnagar

by accepting and offering “rakhies”. Several
functions were in the district which were at-
tended by members of both communities.

‘WOOING INDUSTRY

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi told indus-
trialists to do everything to step up produc-
tion. She also asked them to make use of var-
ious incentives and concessions offered by
the government. “The ball is in your court,”
she told industrialists. The meeting that

ernment. The PM said that there would be
1o dogmaand no control for control's sake.

US HOSTAGE CRISIS

MILITANTS HOLDING AMERICAN hostages
inlran threatened tokill their captives f there
is theslightest military move against Iran. The
‘militants also said that they were on a full
alert to foil any rescue attempt. Meanwhile,
Iran’s moderate National Guidance
(Information) Minister Nasser Minachi has

lasted two hours
of major organisations like FICCI, the
Associated Chambers of Commerce, and fed-

offered his to President Abol-
Hasan Bani Sadr. Minachi had come under
riticism and was jailed last year, when the

erations of export It was the
second such meeting organised by the gov-

New Delhi

militant JSembassy
inIran had alleged that he has CIA links.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“China-US relations cannot be redefined by the US alone. China's say is in

our own hands.

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

High Command and G-23

To the extent that Congress letter-writers were motivated by personal interest, they may have lost. To the
extent that they sought a hearing in the party interest, they have prevailed

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

I WAS NOT present at the marathon, seven-
hour long virtual meeting of the Congress
Working Committee (CWC) and, therefore,
have, as my reference point, only Manoj CG's
scoop for this newspaper regarding a letter
‘written reportedly by 23 persons, compris-
ing veterans and younger members of the
Congress, which led to a letter from the
Congress President (CP) to her General
Secretary (Organisation) — an interesting in-
novation since CP's instructions are usually
given orally. Both letters were placed before
asomewhat hastily convened meeting of the
CWC. At the end of the meeting, the text of
the resolution adopted was released to the
press. That statement is a matter of public
record; the two letters are not.

Going by what is on public record, it is
stated that the CWC “has extensively delib-
erated on the letters”. That fulfils the main
purpose of the signatories. They had not
asked for a meeting of the CWC to ventilate
their concerns. The CP offered them the un-
soughtopportunity of four of their represen-
tatives, who are both signatories and mem-
bers of CWC, todo so.

‘The CWC resolution also states that “de-
tailed discussion” took place on both the let-
terwrittenby G-23 and her letter to her gen-
eral secretary (which none outside the
charmed circle of the CWC|

splits of 1969 and 1977-78 were not the
norm. Ademocratic party is democraticonly
to the extent that it allows for a diversity of
views, This diversity has been accounted for
by keeping for pursuing spe-

Manoj has falled to scoop that letter). That
bate, discussion and

cificproposalsbeyonthe CWC meeting Of
infact,suchacom-

took place onnotonly the concernsand rec-
ommendations of G-23 butalso on whatever
were the CP's instructions to her General
Secretary. There could not have beenamore
open or more transparent way of bringing
every point-of-view to the table.

Not having been present at the meeting,

mme issetupand gwen atimeline within
‘which to report back. That has not been ex-
plicitly provided for in the resolution as
adopted, but only as interpreted.

While five major conclusions and sub-
conclusions have been carefully set out, the
most important one has been lft out. No

I the G-23 si i

papers without vouching for theif accuracy.
Butfromsuch

has been recommended. Whatever [he al-
leged of Ambika Soni, no one

public domain, it would thatthe dis-
cussion was free and frank and marked by
sharp jabs and acerbic repartee. No spealer,
it would appear, illotined. It became

pended, none have been summarily ex-
pelled. This is not happenstance. G-23 had

clear, early on, that most of the G-23 approach,

itself to recommendations of a limited or-

rightly or wrongly, was not acc
majority of the CWCand was misconsirued,or
deliberately construed, as a palace revolt. It
‘was also clear that the G-23 were content at
the end togo along with the general consen-
sus. The hopes of the media that they could
feast inuil

nature, none particularly revo-
lutionary or startling or even innovative.
Indeed, most of these recommendations
have been made in the past, the most far-
reaching by Rahul Gandhi himself. He has
himself objected only to the timing, not to

its disintegration into rival factions were, un-
fortunately forit, rather abruptly aborted.

But what of the substance of lhE G-23
missive? The ct

(G-23 road. He has not pitted himself against
the substance of what G-23 has sought and
has estricted himselfto questioningthe pro-

CP to “effect necessary organisational
changes as she may deem appropriate”, but
briefings given on record by signatories and
non-signatories point to a committee being
appointed by the CP to consider such
changes as have been proposed for her to
“deem” what she regards as “appropriate”.
This is par for the Congress course, avictory
for both sides — a kind of

priety of
ing theminto public focus when the interim
president had to be hospitalised. G-23, for
their part, have clarified that they had delib-
erately held back the letter for 10 days be-
cause she was in hospital but are still to ex-
plain why they could not wait till she had
recuperated more fully. But that is not an
eart] sllanermgmarlel The]enerwascon—

Solomon'’s wisdom. The Congress has arich

fidential. TI
vately discussed. And beyond their inten-

tradition of P have

tions or , they have been given

AN unserviced

It would appear that the
discussion was free and
frank and marked by sharp
jabs and acerbic repartee. No
speaker, it would appear, was
guillotined. It became clear
carly on that most of the G-
23 approach, rightly or
wrongly, was not acceptable
to the majority of the CWC
and was misconstrued, or
deliberately construed, as a
palace revolt, It was also clear
that the G-23 were content at
the end to go along with the
general consensus. The
hopes of the media that they
could feast on continuing
idence in the party and
its disintegration into rival
factions were, unfortunately
for the media, rather

SECLor

CRSasikumar
the CWC.

By being selective in determining who
the signatories would be, they have antago-
nised at least 19 members of the CWC and
countless others. The main reason for the set-
back they have initially suffered is their ill-
advised decision to be selective in their
choice of signatories. Perhaps a more open-
‘minded and open-ended approach would
have served them better. In consequence,
their motivations are being questioned, as
they should surely have anticipated given
their morbidly long experience in politics.

‘would answer that they were not
seekinga publicairing of their views butjust
a conversation with their leader. That their

Taking jobs closer
to people

For employers and job aspirants, National
Recruitment Agency and Common Eligibility Test
promise convenience and transparency

JITENDRA SINGH

AFTER THE passage of the historic and rev-

aspirants residing in hilly, rural and remote
areasand mostimportantly, for female can-
didates who face a plethora of problems in
taking such examinations at different cen-
tres atdifferent times. The resultant benefits
interms of cost, effort and safety will be im-
mense. Taking jobopportunities closer tothe
peopleisaradical step thatwould greatlyen-
hance ease of living for the youth, The NRA
alsoenvisions conducting mock tests for ru-
1al youth and will have a 24x7 helpline and
grievance redressal portal.

Another great feature of the NRA-CET
a

National Recruitment Agency (NRA) by the
Union Cabinet, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reached out to the youth of the coun-
try,saying the move will prove to be aboon
for crores of youngsters. He asserted that it

the CETscore of
shall remain valid for three years from the
date of declaration of the result. The best of
the valid scores shall be deemed to be the
current score of the candidate and there
‘would be no restriction on the number of

inthe CETsubjecttothe

il PMMod the

creation of the NRA will give a big boost to
ransparency which s the bllmarkaf is

upper. age

limit shall be given toSC/ST/OBC candidates

and from other categories as per the extant
poli il

Iti-agency body.

icy.

h ill onduaa Cor

mitigating hip of candidates who
amou

Test(CET)tosc
LheGmupBandC(non technical) posts. The
NRA will have from the

spend a ¢ nt of time,
money and effort preparing for and giving

Ministry o Railways, Ministry of
Finance/Department of Financial Services,
Staff Selection Comission (SSC), Railway

The NRA shall conduct a separate CET
each for the three levels of graduate, higher
secondary (12th pass) and the matriculate
(

d Institute of
Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS).
At present, aspirants have to take differ-

+techni-
cal posts to which recruitment s presently
carried outby the SSC, RRBs and IBPS. Based
onthescreeningdoneatthe CETscorelevel,

entexams that are onducted by various
agencies for Onav-
erage, 2.5-3 crore candidat for

1L 11l etc)

about 1.25 lakh

which shall be conducted

ermmentevery year.But fom next year, me

bythe respective mcmmnemagencueﬂhe

NRA will conduct the CET and b
score, one can apply for a vacancy with the
respective

It may bE recalled thatin the last six
years, a series of governance reforms were
undertaken under PMModi and some out-
of-the-box decisit

common. This will ase te burden of can-
didates who are at present required to pre-
pare foreach of the examinations separately.
Candidates would have the facility of
registering on a common portal and give a
choiceof they

with getting documents attested by a
gazetted officerand replacing thesame with
JF-attestation, doi i

will be allotted centres. The ultimateaimis
to reacha stage wherein candidates can

leader up their

their choice.

‘minority status within the party can hardly

ingher masmyof ‘the game. Butif their mo-

for lower-rung selections, the abolition of
gk three-month

central government stint as assistant secre-

‘The CET will be avallable in several lan-
guages. This will greatly facilitate people
from different parts of the country to take
th dh. 1 i

tives and all they sought
Was hat someone should ake note of their
views, they have succeeded for we now have

)

taries forlAS their
career, amendments to the Prevention of
Corruption Act and a new format for the

aclear(and,
listing oftheir recommendations which have
certainly survived the personal grilling they
have been subjected to — which, of course,
is the lot of all politicians.

What needs to be stressed is that their
proposals have been defeated but they live

Awards.But the NRA stands
out as a unique model as it marks a para-
digm shift in the government recruitment
process. It's also in tune with the Modi gov-
emnment's mantra of “Ease of Living for the
Young Job Aspirants” by facilitating ease of
recruitment, selection and job placemem

tofightanotherday. -
trinsically sensible that they are bound to
find at least partial acceptance. They did not
seek Sonia Gandhi's ouster. They did not seek.
Rahul Gandhi’s termination. They only

Moreover,
inations are a burden on thE cAndldales as

being selected. Besides Hindi and English,
tests will be conducted in 12 languages in
due course and efforts will be made to in-
cludeallthelanguages mentioned n theSth
Schedule of the Constitution.

Initially, the CET scores would be used
by the three major recruitment agencies.
However, over time,itis expected that other
recruitmentagenciesofthe central govern-
ment will adopt it as well. Further, other
agenciesin the publicas wellas private do-

tive recruitmentagencie: the CETifthey so
ivolvingavoidabllrepetitive expenditure,  choose.Inthe long run, the CET score could
law and ec issues and other in

ieNRAisacom-

sought what s more or |

evident toevery Congressman and woman.
To the extent that they were motivated by
personalinterest (whoisn't?), they may have

bination of convenience and cost-effective-
ness for candidates.
Examination centres in every district

lost. thatthey ahearing
in the party interest, they have prevailed.
What could be afairer outcome?

The writer is a Congress leader and former

Service sector, driver of India's growth, has been left out of Centre's relief package

'nhance access to the candi-
i

the Lemral government, state govern-
‘ments/Union Territories, public sector un-
dertakings and the private sector in a true
spiritof cooperative federalism.

lateslocz
aspecial focus on creating examination in-
inthe 117 Assieational Distr

Minister's

Office, Personnel, Public Grievances and

Pensions; L of Atomic Energy
whichwill goalong way and ofSpaceand Mos
i a here they ( Charge)[artthmlsnyof

side. croresof De

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

ALL POLITICS

GEETHANJALI NATARAJ AND RISHIKA SINGH

THE SERVICE sector has been a key driver of
both the global and Indian economy over the
last three decades. The economic reforms
since the early Nineties unleashed the po-
tential of the services sector by utilising avail-
able skilled manpower due to state-sup-
ported higher education. India is probably
the only big economy that didn't follow lin-
ear growth theories by jumping from a pre-
dominantly agricultural economy toa serv-
ices-led growth economy without much
improvement in manufacturing, The share
of manufacturing in India’s GDP has re-
mained stagnant around 16 per cent for
nearly three decades and we are nowhere
near the 2022 [argez of 25 per cenr Asa m,
ult, India’

Index reports that the services sector has
been contracting for five consecutive
months since March, with anindex of 34.2.
In PMI jargon, the 50-mark level separates
expansion from contraction. Given the un-
certainty in the world market and the pro-
jected slowdown of developed economies
by 8 per cent this year, India’s services-led
growth has to depend mostly on the do-
mestic economy. Have we done enough to
revive the services sector?
The C

nearly 10 per cent of GDP, is now witnessing
alarge-scale reductionin jobs and operating.
returns have plummeted to 10 per cent of
previous revenues for most. If the CAPA

demic continues. In the short run, the gov-
ernment needs to make cuts in VAT, which
ranges from 0-30 per cent on aviation fuel,
male provisions or GST holdays,compen-

TOthearticle, Their Kamala,
notours (IE, August 26), The nomination
of Kamala Harris as Vice President, is
racially inclusive, but so was Barrack
Obama'selectiontotheoffice. Evenwith
aBlack US president, menlike Philando
Castileand Alton Sterling continued tobe
shot and killed. Even today, Americans

Centre for Aviation the avi-
ation sectoris expected to have lost $3.6 bil-
lion in the three months leading up to June.
The numberof potentialjobossesin the sec-
tor gives an even harder jolt to an already
dwindiingeconomy; Afte holding roundsot

sate forwages of

hould have been

draft redit.
Since no great incentives were given to
this sector in the reform package, it con-
tracted for the fifth successive monthinJuly
(34.2 PMI). The government is also in the

—racialequality. Amiden-

IDEAS
ONLINE

MADHAV PAI

@A IARATA

didatewhohasahyphenated racialden-
tity comes across as little more than
excellent political acumen. Indian

]Jmcessnf most of

Rs209  makin onditionin hemes affecting both like the blackcom-
lakh crore stimulus package to pull me econ- speeches the government is not aloof from  goods and services exports — these! mc]udmg ‘munity in America. The difference, how-
omy out from the ravages of the pandemic. th suffered by ever, is the i Muslim  teachingneed
the sector. But: position (MEIS), Services Expor cheme fonin politics in India, which Varun Das, Zirakpur

sector,employee provident fund, power distri-

services,which hasa55 per cent. h

Mostof

economy. Services exports have outper-
formed goods exports in the recent years,
due to which India’s share in the world's
commercial services exports has risen
steadily over the pastdecade toreach 3.5 per
centin 201 i

inthe form of fundingand loan opportunities
and, injecting liquidity to the market.
‘While the package is a beam of hope for

only worsen the situation.

From tourism, aviation, shipping, space
to call centres and delivery services, the
standstill in activities is bound to have a
Kknock-out effect on employment, produc-
tion and the economy asa whole. The big pic-

some,it! theserv-
ices sector. The sector finds little mention or

world's merchandise exports, L7 per cent.
India is fast becoming a major quality
service provider. Even before the COVID
pandemic setin andjust before the nation-
wide lockdown was announced at the end
of March, the sector was booming. The
widely-tracked Nikkei India PMI Index
stood at 57.5 in February, up from 55.5 in
January. However, IHS Markit India Services

attention

Reform Package. The sector's significancein
the economy continues to grow with its
share amounting to two-thirds of total FDI
inflows into India and about 38 per cent of
total exports.

As the post-pandemic world is taking
shape, the sector is struggling hard to keep
its head above water.

‘The tourismindustry, which contributed

that the current relief provi-

WITHQUALITY:
PNARAHARI

www.indianexpress.com

(SEIS), schemes related to exp
units and the Export Promotion Cap)ta]
Goods Scheme —due to certain issues raised
by the department of revenue and also to
‘make some of these schemes WTO-compli-
ant. This is expected to further hurt ex-
porters. Unless the government focuses on

sions for the primary and sector:

would also be nullified as a consequence of
neglecting the tertiary sector. Animmunity-
building exercise through capital infusion
and appropriate relaxation in relevant sec-
tors will help the economy to survive the
pandemic. Most of the services sectors are
the worst affected and unfortunately, we
don't see any specific fiscal and monetary
stimulus for them. In fact, some sectors
‘would find it difficult to survive if the pan-

the sector in the Foreign Trade
Policy (FTP) by announcing schemes-based
exportincentives and provides interim relief
by continuing with the existing schemes in
the short run, the sector will take a long time
torevive.

The writers are Director (Research and
Policy), Services Export Promotion Council
(SEPC)and Intern at SEPC, New Delhi
respectively. Views are personal

discrimina-
tion. agalnsnhemAmenca ontheother
hand, seems to be in two minds about
“equality”.

Fatima Ghazali, Patna

TEACHING, ADAPTING

‘THISREFERSTO the editorial, Teacher's
day & night'(IE, August 26). With the
seismic shift in the education sector
brought about in the wake of the pan-
demic, the creative initiatives are men-
tioned in the editorial are welcome.

‘These are yet more smallsteps towards
adapting fo lfe in the times of the pan-
demic. Academic plans and modes of

POPULARITY ILLUSION

THIS REFERS TO the article, The TINA
delusion’ (IE, August 26). According to
the writer, attribution of PM Narendra
Modi's success to “TINA" is a delusion.
Similary, his owing Modi's success tothe
latter’s striking a chord with people is
also an illusion. The BJP got a massive
mandate in the 2014 and 2019 general
elections by dividing society along caste
and religion lines, not treating it as a
whole. For the BIP, ends justify means.
Success achieved through such dubious
means always remains questionable.
Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

New Delhi
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The urgency that major
reforms have acquired

The annual report of RBI offered a realistic picture of the grave crisis our economy is in. It

also laid out a reform agenda to jump-start growth that should have been somewhat bolder

arely has an annual report received
suchattention. Thisone, though,
was of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) for the year that ended on 30
June 2020, coveringa bit over
three months of the covid pan-
demic. Released on Tuesday, it laid bare the
crisis that India’s economy isnow in, and
nudged the government to adopt structural
reforms as a way for it to regain its growth
momentum. In RBI's analysis, the mild revival
of commercial acuvnlvsccn in \Ia) and .lunc
may have dissi funder the re-imy
oflocalized lockd aimed at checking the
pandemic’s advance. With investment anae-
micand private consumption hit hard, as evi-
dent in RBI's assessment of aggregate demand,
our economic contraction could extend into
the second quarter of 2020-21, observed the
report, making it clear that a recovery could be
slow and painful. This is sobering indeed foran
economy short of the $3 trillion mark that had
hoped to reach $5 trillion by 2024-25. Even if
this target is pushed forward by a couple of
years, Lo account for the sharp setback caused
by covid-19, achieving it would now require
the Centre torely less on private impulses and
take up the role of India’s principal investor
and demand generator.

Tobe sure, the government does not have
adequate fiscal firepower left to jump-start the
economy, stretched asits finances are by past
cxpmdnuru c.ummllmt.nlaand thecurrent

1 ic's impact.
AndRBI saysas mu«.h in nsn:pun “Inthe case

th

contract by up 1o 25% in the first quarter, and
ifthis slide continues into July-September as
well, as RBI expects, then the ¢

\Y4
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How perfect heroes can emerge
from imperfect human beings

Karna was a hero for his commitments but a perfect one because he knew he was an imperfect man

ANURAG BEHAR

starterying™, Tknew
Meeting such a one asthat, in Neshand
blood, would bave been too much,
Butashrine toone of them is adiffer-
. Those are flames 1 get drawn
ime Lam in Dun, Iwant to
steal an evening 1o go to Kalsi. Deva-
nampiya speaks directly across 2500

ish 20 pages of the distobing of Desu-
padi. Every step of bis life, despite every
torment and conflict, swallowing all
ridicule and insult, be is ever righteous.
Why then, st that moment of epochal
blight, does he choose what is wrong,
the only time he does so?

Painand incomprebension haunted
me over that failure of Karna. Evenafter

thousand years lhmugh lhu«!nl on
k So, it

il
aftame by his final choice. That which

I5 CEO of Azim Prem)i Foundation and also ago, not hav-
wiiatives for Wiproltd. i i Karni'sempley | mustsurely beone ofthe mos ncan-
the Tonsvalley. A pilgrimage remained | descent

Ner reading my tribute to John
A Lewisand Rachel Carson, my

brother asked me, “What trig-
gered you to read so much at that age?
He is three years younger than me, so he
knaows my chilkdhood even more closely
thanmy muther having slur«l -A“

That we lived i ks,

un.lu.linlled lk lnd bcm inmy pun

tureand m)1lv.»h;;v perlups hlslmy
Krishna holds )

stirding Mrifywnjay, probably in lsﬂo
Abandonment and injustice from his

divine and royal family at birth. Growing

up nurtured by the love of ordinary folk.

10 him the mystery of hislife. Ina

& him from ordinari-
And in the next, offer-
ire of all lands. If only
de with his blood line in the

ness todivini
ing him

ter, Vabour that wasunmatched. Genercs-

war shead. To mr master. of |he um'

ity thit made his
seaecosty across millennia. And yet the
butt derisi { insult

verse,
the empire, and an end 1o the ham ol lus
origin. Instead, he embraces ordinari-

our jons with
by them, is an insufficient answer to that
question—whien he asks it. Because at
the end of our childhoods, as we left

only i
foster family—the very family that saved
himand made him Findig afriend in the.

Bhopal, his circe of friends seemed o

plete counter to his own mortal enemy.

ness,
by him against the age and its norms. He
says, “What matters most in life are
bondsof love, and not power over the
world" Yugandhar himself is brought

include every human being in that Anvinted a king by the prince, but unable | totears, blessing andvalidating him.
beautiful ci znd.\h—u books. While 1o escape the: ulml contempt of the “Victory to Kama, Radha'sson.”

i |Iu-|.nx:k> for! Howecan Afew yea er, gla gthrougha
inthecity, and afewh ings. So, Karnanot being £ heon? He literal f the Critical Edition,

mate ofa 5% full-year shrinkage could worsen,

further constraining the Centre's ability to

stimulate growth. Its fiscal deficit is likely
it

how much

balloon to 7.5% of GDP, while tax colk

remain tepid. Soaring national debt and weak-
ening revenues have led to a hardening of
government bond yields, which threatens the
central bank’s efforts Lo ease credit.

Acloser reading of the report suggests that
we cannot hope Lo attain a high-growth plane,
even after getting past the corona menace,
without major moves. RBI's recommendations
range from asimplification of our goods and
services tax (GST) to asset monetization in the
sectors of steel, coal, power and railways,
among others, withappropriate oversight
bodies in some. “In fact,” said the report, “GST
Council-type apex authorities can be the way
forward to revive and crowd-in private invest-
ment." RBl also called for a speedier execution
ofinfrastructure projects, and advocated a
string of structural reforms in factor and prod-
uet markets, with a special focuson the finan-
cial sector. Once the shock of the pandemic is
over, itwould expect the Centre to lay out a
credible plan for fiscal consolidation, a way to
insure the economy against overall instability.
All of these are worthy, if unexceptional, pro-
posals, and the sooner the government works
out the details, the better. On the urgency of
another round of fiscal stimulus, however,
RBI could well have been bolder. It should
have, for le, offered to lend the Centrea

of state finances, space is likely to be
so much that cuts in growth-giving capital
cxpmdjlurt seem qullc probable.” India's
1to

vast sumon the basis of public- sector-unit
shares, which could be pledged toit. I'san

of frantic reading have shaped me: .md
my commitments. Not because of the lit-
tle that Tunderstood or absorbed from
what Iread. But because whatever |
absorbed mediated my llh' mp«'m.nu
Lewis, Rachel, Ring

e what he was asking was, "Canyou wasamangst the very (op in mine. Inoticed the passage of the night before
esti- 4 s P
Th hislife hel |).L~s over .uﬂ)mnunderuflm
Teannot. Alllcan By mh.uuwr the d by the friead
past lmighty earth ing a b ] e perpetrato |lm heis
to buume morealike. Evenasmyrealiza- | child milk. Cursed to di he. the hedid. Then

mighty warrior, would be most help-
less—Tfor the honesty of admitting to the
accidental death of 2 cow at his hands.

the wrong 5
also discovered how that poignant
encounter between Krishnaand Karna
e, He conlesses o being hauted by
hat fateful

Cursed by his guru P for his
martial knowledge toslip away Mu n he

dn Apologizesand say3 that only his

needed it most. Because of hi

living in my head. Dharasina and x-lnu
were haly places, It was 3 long list of hap-
hazard reels from much that Lread. Al
alive for me. So, when a friend bughed
after reading the same tribute, *Come
o, how silly, you didn'teven ry to meet
Lewis because you thought you wouald

tating loyalty

And with that, lluumlnn peace.

Sawant's literary technique of esch
chapter asa soliloquy by a key charac-

‘the com-
mitments hetried to live up to, but he
was a perfect hero because he knew that

te, while remaining mare or les true h«nn.\nunptdn1 ‘man. We areall
the Ce b d and imperfect, what matt
rata), inserts you i h dtoe- not th the
ments of Karna. Most of all in the fe skin, but he heart.

T
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This is the time to move
the Indian economy from
Command and Control to
Plug and Play. This is not
the time for conservative
approach, butitistime
for bold decisions and
bold investments.

NARENDRA MODI

g product (GDP)is

ideathat deserves atop-levellook in.

L
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Slum dwellers face the brunt of our pandemic situation

I

ANIRUDH KRISHNA & holdand keyinfc interviews, oral his- Vith ! fromthe | in Patna, but thy ded 1o be con-
ment especially tories and official records. We study awide | International Growth Centre, we are con- centratedin particular locations. Cty-wide
HARLAN DOWNS-TEPPER ations ionally cash jonl | ducting six rounds of phone i ding: four of our 20
ree or Jinders, but thisaid | dispute: i concrete )uulwr Iuv slumsi ln &mulmu mmm Iur more than
(and that from private sources, like cooked mmluws 1o those that have the flimsiest ,u-\,
|y reced Iy partof tarpauling or grass thaich aumudt., the p;l(ldl'm.u: i Ineach 3 I 1
the, i d ower four round, weinterview th in | two-third d
lum residents are having a hard time | than in Patna. Even in the best of circum- | sturdier homes in between. each of 40 dums, an equal There is no shortage of essential com-
S dealing with the ongoing pandenic | stances, bowever, stopgaprebielisnosulsti- | Average education levels,  pote piohtanine  tumber in each city. | modities in either city. Slum residents in
situation. When India’s lockdown | tute for inable livelih, asset holdings, & 'g g selected to represent the | Patna do not report significant price
began. mostof themin BengaluruandPatrss | The longer lockdowns continue, the | tions vary widely across range of shuns. Nearly all | increases. In Bengaluru. though. these are
ot their income InMay, Pacna’s | greater Hencthat sl with pervasive oo el B preteig
slum residents were making only 20% of | residents will become persistently poor. Volatility, huvmu isa uncertainty their entire lives in the | medicines, cooking oil and sugar.
their pee-pandemic incomes. In June. Ben- | “Testing, tracing and other P shared same slum, illustrating | Reassuringly, crime has fallen sharply
galuru’s by d Neardy all slum n-udenu H another general truth: all | even as the livelihoods muauun )us wol
nearly two-thirds of their former incomes. | so people can safely reunite with theicjobs. | even those in conc over livelihoods but the flimsiest sums are | sened. Uniformly, s it
e, respectively, the Edgar T. Upto 85%in Patna and 60% in Bengaluru | These are some of the results of phone could resultin home not to recent | ies report that crime and insecurity are
Thompson professor of public  cut back on food and other essentials. surveys uuduuhn in (hu u\uml hall of mi;r.\ms. but to a settled | “muc] h Ie-.»xlh.m belon 08 “non- t'lL‘((lnt
pokcy and political sclence at Even four months later, in the first fort- | August wide-ranging in 3
the Sanford School of Publc night of August, 67% of slum residents in | luru. &luma |rpmmul the fastest-growing = phace for generations. u\L' nuxlum Umlmur:d belt- nghmung
Policy, Duki Unversy USA Pt 5 al P rin Indis According desperation In toliveli-
and a PhD student at the. their old jobs badmrllnd new ones. Lﬂrgr h ional homes (with no clear title). hood ulu.umu,mlmh are | for n.uu job rec un result, asit dn!
Sanford Schook ! inslums But definiti ddy | Because their lives are dire, i lated | earfier wil ide-ranging
other essentials. these caleulations. UN-Habitat estimates risky, shum residents fall into poverty fre- | deaths and ined | alienation. Migrants have & saf alvi
Four successive months of foregone lh.\l(lmelolll)nulhun morethanhalfthe | quently. Sons follow fathers into similar | successfully inslums ulbolhu(n'»,lh(mgh however. They can return 1o thei
i in di ities, live in dums. uuupallum l"vw pt'uplt‘ move upward in | the futurerisk cannotbe ruled out. Justone | homes. A slum resident has no alternative.
i y ()ul Kluupul lass incomes in id- death o il i d The only home she knows isin the city.
slum nei we i od in 2011 usinga secu- | all20P ightending7 | Emily Rains, Sujeet Kumar, Mansoor
both cities liguidated assets at beast once uxnlhl Uulunludauhlgh rumluxuunsalelluu ity guanks.uuxls dnwmmpumwn.dm - | August. S} 3 Selt j i i
during this period to make ends meet. images, P ng, house- | erybays.efc more & thanthase | article, three-part series
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We need policy action to fix our
problem of the ‘missing middle’

It will take reforms to catalyse the emergence and growth of mid-sized firms that have a vital role to play in India’s economy

o
GAUTAM KUMRA &

ANU MADGAVKAR

are, respectively, the managing partner of
McKinsey & Company in India and  partner of
McKinsey Global Institute

utperforming emerging econo-

mies have one thingin common: a

vibrant set of large companies,

defined as those with revenues

exceeding $500 million, that have

expanded faster in scale and scope
than those in slower-growth emerging economies.
Such companies contribute to economic dyna-
‘mism in many ways. They tend to be active export-
ers, play an important role in boosting wages, and
spark innovation.

‘Thisis also true of India, where about 600 large
firms have been ignificant drivers of growth and
innovation. They are more than twice as ])roduc'

ized firms and 11 i
tive than the average firm inthe economy. They
account foralmost 0% of total exports, and
employ 20% of the direct formal workforce.

The problem s, there aren’t enough of them.

India has fewer large firms relative to the
its economy than many of its Asian peers. Their
revenue, at48% of nominal gross domestic product
(GDP)in 2018, has scope to grow. In China, Malay-
siaand Thailand, the ratio of large firm revenue to
GDPisabout L5 times larger; in South Korea,itis
3.5t This pattern
Forexample, this ratio for retailers in peer econo-
micsisup to13 times larger than in India, while for
construction firms, the gap is 7 to 12 times.

Tripling of arge firms and enabli
h fmid-si limbth,

ladder of scale would go a long way towards turbo-
charging the country’s competitive dynamism,
boosnng ‘growth, productivity, and job creation.
s is vital, given the imperative for India to get
hack ontoahigh-growth track to create at least 90
‘million non-farm jobs by 2030, and meet the aspi-
rations of its growing workforce.
We eﬂlmale that India needs lo ennble 1, 000 or
rmid-sized fi
firms, and 10 000 or more small firms to: scale upto
mid-sized firms. For this, we need to fix India’s
“missing middle” of competitive mid-sized firms
(with revenues between $40 million and $500 mil-
lion) that can scale up tojoin the ranks of large
firms. India has only about halfas many mld slzed
firms per trillion dollars of GDP as peer

RAMESH PATHANIA/MINT

hyande;
duresand litigation rcsponslblhucs For cx1mplc

enforcinga contract takes up to1,450 days n India,
more than triple the time than in China and South
Forea. Moreover,small irms indit hallengingto
acquire real estate for

business need to play their part too.
India's large firms have not achieved their produc-
tivity potential in recent years. Since 2012, their
profitability, as measured by return on assets, has
alsobeen alling. This nceds to change.

‘main priorities for India’s firms,

tion permits, and pay tax
inIndia than in peer countries.

The growth of mid-sized and small firms will
require capital—about $800 billion in 2030, or six
times theamount currently used, by our estimates.
Achicvin

all of which take l(mg,er

both firms that are currently large and aspirants
Whoalm !oemer(hlscohon First, they need to

d commit set
of business opportunitiesat the frontier of produc-
tivity. Second, they need to developalong-ferm
mindset, coupled with astrong

The number of mid-sized and small firms and their
upward mobility matters because it influences the
degree of competitive pressure that large firms
feel. The higher this pressure, the greater the share
of efficient and high-performing firms at the top.
Why this missing middle? One factor is the lack
ofadequate access (o low-cost capital. This actsan
impediment to growth. A second factor is India’s
relatively high costof doing business.and its com-

e unenled(_ullure And fis dll they

tion, allowing savings to reach th ies. It
willalso mean taking sicps o lowert the barriers to
and the cost of doing business. We h

MINT

IsTockeHOTO

Carpenter bees get their name from the wood they use for nests.
Buzz over a violet beeline being made for Britain

fyousee avi Xyl le in Britain, it:

forour shores,and toobig.Itis uptoemlong, thesize ofourlargestbumbiebee,
anditlooks even larger when flying withan
brou
herein 2007 in Lei butitisstill
oflack of suitable breedmg sitesrather than the climate. The bees need rotting
wood,soft enough

shores. It wa:

holes, penterbees. They

havebeen i ildi they onlystart colonising
when h i rived.
Whatthey fornowisold nest aying timber to hib

The Guardian

Save birds by painting your turbine blades black

P de of a wi i Id atwind farms

byupm/!)%, i iding wif

considered to be one of the main negative impacts of onshore wind farms, the
1. The RSPBwel butsaid the priority remained

avoiding placing wind farms
findings have been published n the Ecology and Evolution journl  Collson of
isoneof
energyde\,elnpmem‘ observed co-author Roel May. “In Norway, 6-9 white-tailed
cagles are killed annually within the Smola wind-power plant; This has caused
opposition and conflict.“The Smola wind farm is on the west coast of Norway...
BBC

Welcome to the cryptic world of crypto lending

t d; Youlend money toaborrower
thatexceedsthesize of theloan, and then you earn interes
could possibly g g2 That's
i ~to-pe
ers to transact without the traditional gatekeepers of loans: banks. And it has
exploded during the COVID-19 crisis. Loans on such platforms have ris
lhanseven fold since March t0 $3.7| hll]lon according to industry site DeFi Pulse,
returnsatati

fabout 20%. What

interest by the pandemic...1

Reuters

An Al scan of Nasa data gives us 50 new planets

ritish Onew

markinga
puterscienti the University of War
todig 1dNASA d ini potential
Itsnot however, which ofth

luukfordlpsm

llhhllhat|nd|<‘nteaplanelpawnghetween metelwnpeandmmcm Butlhew
dipscouldal dby other factors, lik

errorsin the camera. But the new AlLcan tell the difference. The research team
trained by havingit

CNN

World's first jump from a solar-powered plane

Al

orking totake asola d plane space

need todevelopaset of These fumpand e bl The Sol
needi e on, idits experi from anairfield in Swi with
1l Lgitization and that boost le.on board early Ty I climbed t05,000 feet (1,520 meters) before

detailed reform agenda in anew McKinsey Global
Insttute report, India’s Turning Point. Ifthe pro-

efficiency, the skills needed to execute mergers,
acquisitons nd partnershipstoscalevup,andthe

posed reforms are flarge
firmsin Indi Id rise from 600 i

ability to build toattract

1800 and their revenue could grow from 48 to
70%of! DP.

plic: Small and mid-
sized firms face greater problems from these

Central and state governments will be integral
toi ingthese reforms, of course, but

as they have fewer

MY

capital,

India’s entrepreneursare one of the country’s
strongest natural endowments. Now is the time to
unleash their creativity and nimbleness. The
future of the economy depends on their success.

its founder, Raphaél Domjan, Jumped outofthealreral It sid Domjan remmned
infree fall for several hundred meter
Th

dD as part

of the goal of that act T ing can be carried out
without il - i 1 i I
cled pl rrently account forabout 2% of the le carb

Who will guide our future: Machines or human minds?

BlJU DOMINIC

is the chief executive officer of
Final Mile Consulting, a
behaviour architecture firm.

penATsnewsoftware, called GPT-3,

is by far the most powerful “lan-

guage model” ever created. With
small prompts, it can draft letters eerily close
10 what a human would produce. It can
respond to emails. It s

around GPT-3's launch. According to the gy ial | human 1 ldbeaug- | ently from how the human eye sees things.
authors,itcan threat.It clearenergywill | mented by tools. Isaac Newton adopted | In this age of "big data”, the divergence
ing surrealist fiction; other commercial | contaminate the world. DNA engincering | Bacon's empirical yand spenta | bet hat doand
1 Butaccu- leash biological warfare. | career icallensesand | what new tools can do has become even

Althoughitsout- | T idnotmaterial | telescopes,aswellasmentalaidsandmathe- | more startling. These new sophisticated

put and even i ize. k i ible | matical all of which acceler- | toolsare capable ofanalysing “high-dimen-
idiomatic, its of the real technology. i sional” data-sets, and (hcprc(hcuons(hcy

world s often seriously off.

“Tounderstand why this could have hap-
pened, it helps to thinkabout what systems
like GPT-3 do. They don't learn about the
world, they textand how people

many languages.
‘This language model isan Al system that
has been trained on large corpus of text. In
this case, “large” is something of an under-
statement. Reportedly, the entirety of the
English Wikipedia, spanning some 6 million
articles, makes upjust 0.6% of GPT-3'strain-
ingdata. Thereisa pointof view that GPT-3

use words in relation to other words. With
enough text and processing capacity, the
software learns probabilistic connections
between words. What it does is akin to an
elaborate cut-and-paste act that uses varia-
tionson textit has seen, rather than under-
standing the real meaning of that material.

A software that erles \vllhou( under-

intelligence, the kind that would allow a
‘machine to reason broadly ina manner simi-
lar to humans without having to train for
every specific task it encounters.

But, a few days ago, an article by Gary
Marcusand Ernest Davis in MIT Technology
Review, ‘GPT-3, Bloviator: OpenAl's lan-
guage generator hasnoideawhatit'stalking
about’, poured cold water on the huge hype

standing whatit's
misus PT-3

But that should not put
shackles onits progress.
The creators of GPT-3
arealready taking steps in
the right direction. They

GPT-3 displays
impressive M

enceoni ledto

the best

between what the human
mind could dmem of the

interpret them, It
sible for humans to reconstruct how !hese
tools function. This has not been music to
the ears of

whoinsist that our tools yield to our intelli-
gence. This attitude could impede the
of sci

prohibit GPT-3 from artificial general nisms, and what various
impersonating humans; tools were capable of
thatis, alltext producedby  jpytel igence but i i

itmust disclose that it was Early tools like rulers
written by abot. OpenAl s just another  and compasses helped
has also invited external humans dowhat once took
researchers to study the ~ SOftware tool  alotofeffort with greater
systemn’sbiases, in the hope ) easeand precision. Astools
ofmiigting hem. Wil atour disposal  became more advanced,

itigate human fears

se.
themselves have cited a litany of dangers,
including “misinformation, spam, phishing,

e newtechnology?

they started doing things
humans could never do. A

Oneofthe bes st iveson this con-

lescop Id see far farther than what a
human eye could. But the telescope still
like an enhanced human eye.

abuseof processes, | flict
fraudulent i rticle inAeon, ‘At ‘thought”,
engineering pretexting”. Because it was | by David C Krakauer, presidentand William

trained ontext found nnlme

H Miller Professor of Complex Systems at

Thisisnot the first time that an emergent

the Santa. in New Mexico. Fran-

Then came a stage where tools were per-
forming functionsvery differently from how
humans would. With the radio telescope,

cis Baconwasone of the first

science,

Much like the compassand the telescope,
GPT-3isyetanother (ool that humanshave
at their disposal. Without tools, humans
wouldstill bespendingalot of time tryingto
drawperfect circlesand straight lines. Tools
have helped us focus ourattention beyond
the mundane, Similarly, GPT-3 too could
help us get out of many mundane tasks of
writing that we have been involved in for
centuries. It could help focus human atten-
tion and intelligence on more advanced
things, such as seeing galaies that lie
beyond our line of sight. No doubt, GPT-3
willalsomake the few personal handwritten
notes you write even more precious.
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The proof of
Pulwama

Pakistan’s imprint isclear.
Indiamustremain alert
nTuesday, i A )
filed a charge sheet in the Pulwama terror attack
case, It has formally named 19 people, including the
Pakistan-based Jaish- hief, Masood
Agzhar,’ il Tyi kon
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) convoy, killing 40 secu-

rity personnel. Azhar’s nephew, I l

Mohammad Umar Faroog, was sent to

Biden will stay the course with India

He will deepen the partnership. Domestic
Indian issues are unlikely to derail bilateral ties

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. He
pledged to continue “standing with Indiain
confronting the threats it faces in its own
region and along its border,” w

working with India to expand trade, tackle
global challenges such as the climate crisis,
and strengthendemocracy. In his words, he

hopedforan*
fasus asclovefriends”
ser Tany

y major i tobe
at stake in this November's elec
3 e A

advi
Bl\nku\ :umhrly ththled the Obama.

therecovery from Covid 19, race
relations, unemployment,
US-China competition. the com
Wlumn(!hesupmrtwn that Wash

Biden

progress in !utnnlhemn: relations
between our countries,” including the
Defensce Technology and Trade Initiative
(DTTI), the Major Defense Partner status for

of several efforts thatare currently under-

way.
Instead, the differences between Republi-
cans and Democrats of relevance to [ndia
would manifest themselves more in bilat
eral ties. Biden has spoken in favour of
greater two-way trade, cooperation on
global health and the climate crisis, and
improvements inimmigration policies. He
has also underscored the importance of
democracy and pluralism, as part of 3
cemented partnership between the two
countries. By contrast, a second Trum
administration would be likely to redouble
efforts at eliminating trade deficits and
restricting immigration. The biggest targets.
ofhistrade policies would be China, Mexico,
Germany, and Japan, while Mexico and
Central America would bear the brunt of
immigration crackdowns. Butin theshort-
run, India could be adversely affected by

toabort it due tointer Pakistan.
Pulwama was a defining moment for geopolitics in South
Asia. Despite Pakistan's strenuous denials, it was clear then—

the Pakistani establishment. A set of observers, at that point,
and terror-based groups. But while it is still at the charge sheet
stage, the NIA investigation has shown that this is an artificial

there wasa very hi
and coordination between the Pakistani military intelligence
andwmrgwpsbasedml’alumnltalmshnmlhal?sklsun

and it is clearer now —that the attack had the clear sanction of

was more than willing ter-

Tor butth i

callyas a "prwmpu\ & ilnke "and the concerted international
i by India, forced Raw-

alpindi to back off.

Theinter today Pakistan has
given patronage to terror groups and supports terrorism as a
State policy —butithas Islama-
bad indi and itina half-hearted
manner. Paki source: i ility, and
any country—mcludmg its best fnend China — which wants
stability ForIndia, the

its guard down, for Pakistan's intentis clear. In terms of individ-
uals, letting Azhar getaway in 1999 (after the IC-814 hijack) has
proved to be enormously costly; such an error must not be

across platforms.

In praise of govemment

school teachers
Inatimeofgreatdisruption,
theyhaveinnovated

lesson is simple. In terms of security, New Delhi must never let

repeated. Interms of diplomacy, India must be alert to the joint
China-Pakistani project of undermining India and counter it

par y trade, bath.
Kashmir to execute the bombing and India s :nmuu { narmally be but an after 3 Climate Agree: k¢ i i
thought, ment. “Theee's probably and better W#  about the prospect of 3 more difficult
usmioudxvnmdmmﬂ\kadmmphackm?mlldum& Joe Biden, his 2 India," he relationship between Washington and
hefe dafter the attack heet Oneof Harris, argued By id, Trump's including  New Delhi in the event of a Democratic
3 T senjor i s by China, is able to threaten its neighors  victoeyin November one defined peimarily
Azhar's brother: Faroog, who was killed ingi August ph by American disapproval over internal
smq“mﬂy thatthe Inter-Services )wanted Indian-A While simi . F s cutreach tolailan-Americans, - developments in Indla This s unlikely.
: other countries of priorit
Indian Air Jaish and constitaencies, the content of the Tnds: dency, Biden and his advisers have now
Pulwama, buthad speeches and profile of the speakers were it clear that their bigger priority i

ignificant. The message was

two-fold: First, a Biden administration

article in Foreign ;\Ifmn puhluhtd In

deepen
the relationship with India and, second, that
itwould be particularly inclusive of Indian.
Americans.

Although Bi

March, Biden y promised to
build upon Trump's approach to the Indo.
Pacific. He argued that the US needed to

i ic fri North

on most oﬂ\er issues. As an incumbent,
Denald T

upen
partnership with New Delhi. This should

second-term is already somewhat discerni-
ble, or

November, the next US presidential term

Ameri including Australi

More

osed following his visit to

al K

can foreign policy establishment. ot
been questions about his campaign’s
approach towards India amid competing
priorities. In his August 15 address, Biden

Japan, South Korea, India, and Indonessa,

“to advance shared values in a region
that will determine the United States’
future." In his policy pla articulated

with Indiaasa
“special bond” and recalled his role in
securing the passage of the India US civil
nuclear agreement as a senior member of

TURNINGPOINT

called “Joe Biden's. Anmda
{or the Indian American

disp,
India earlier this year, Trump would be
1S st

y
to deal urgently with a series of daunting
challenges —amajor publichealth crisis,a
recessed national and global economy, and

tegic partnership with India as part of his.
administration’s Pree and Open Indo-Pa-
cific strategy. This would potentially trans-

Biden pledged to “work with India to

deeper technological cooperation, and
- nologl et

support a rules-based and stable Indo-Pa-

Can the NEP be Indian

education’s 1991 moment?
Education is different from industry. But higher funding for

research and better university governance can help

heNational Education Policy (NEP)
120 has laid out an ambitious

viston of making [ndia an education

powerhouse in the years to come.
It has the right thrust: Liberalising regula
tion (light but tight), inviting truly
philanthropic cantributions, and increasing
government spending. It is the education
sector equivalent of the 1991 liberalisation
of industry which rapidly improved its

« Good research universities are hard to

¥

more disorderly world.

Dty Jaisharkay s divector

o the USintiatve at e
Obsevver Resaarch Foundation
The vews expressad ave parsonal

NDHM will radically
transform health care

The creation of a digital health identity card will help
patlenls without compromising on their privacy

viduals will not only be able to searchfor
verified hospitals and laboratories, but
can also evaluate the quality of services,
on the basis of feedback shared by others.
This feature can greatly enhance the
accountability ofhealth service providers
as well as promate the delivery of high-

iththelaunch of the National
Digital Health Mission
(NDHM) on August 15, India
has ushered in a new era of

ality

Inaddition to individuals, all doctoes,
baspitals, diagnastic laboratories, and
pharmacies will also be given a digital
identity. This, inturn. will enableasingle
and standardised process for completing

logy ¥
St i AR

formalities.

irishar Bharat(self reliant India) can only
berealisedbya " Swasth Bharat”, which,

the actual delivery of health services,
instead of expending time and resources

in turn, requires data an,

on proce:
dureson i

‘(DHM is bul]t on the principles of

ferent channels. Of course, similar tothe
mechanism for patients, participation in

performance. For the same to happen in ensuring greater i efficiency
education ther capi and in the bealth sector.  well; however, needless to say, the more
ties to become research powerhouses,  intensive nature & | Farpati i impl there is, the stroager and
which determine reputation and prestige d will
worlkdwide, however, it will take efforts namely from ing and st ive  became Parti

i ¥ for indus y bealth profiles with providers for  vidersand establishments under NDHM
try. This is b 4 different (V:C). | treatment and follow-up purposes.  willalsobecompletely free of cost and the
in i Th Currently, people find it difficult to  use of Asdhaar for health ID will not be

res)
its non-prafit nature.

After liberalisation, the advent of new
financial institutions such as HDFC Bank

dance are needed from the government.
The government should reward high re-

maintain long trails of paper-based
records for health interventions like

mandated.
Apart from the multiple hnnaﬁls fur

Thereis, however, T

time to establish alumni success, and it is

nuity during the pandemic, many government school teachers

other goedapplicants. So you end up going to

have come up with innovative and low-cost ideas. In.

up also getting ather good students who

learn sit-

ateacher hasput hild:

likeyou,
expectations. It is a cycle that is hard to

long peri
" . forcustom:  higher , consistent ods af time, or when the; ill offer
ceording to reparts about Unlock 4.4, the Centre is ers.Older institutions slao shiaped up, or i aswellas | par ¥ et these  partoits digital sul ilisation of
unlikely to allow !he reopening of schools Covid-19 instance. State felnsur  the higher thereof. Making
SO ance C 1 research perform: vidual' l)uenll)lshm:mdensunngcuml India follawing the Covid-19 cutbreak;
5 i i however, there are opportunities to pro-
United ernment’'sspending. i ! i range of heal di
2 chasPi Autom i i care infrastructure and ivery
report, th the world's stu- biles, shut down. Such NEP
sddl placesoquickly ineducationbecause ofits  has | the rightidea that BoG should consist try. However, technological empower.  the country, beyand the Covid-18 era as
X z 3 special characteristics. igitisati rtainly  well By bei i
come The has exacerbated ting me there are strang network effects. indivi iduals. It dues u-ll o refrain from i E il
- . : < You i i
India— of weak in clected Thedays of peo- ﬂ::d for patients in several parts of the
and low-fee pri ‘hools. hu successful alumni, But it takes along  ar However,

getting competent independent directors,
which is hard enough for industry, is even
BoG

become a thing of the past in this digital
and patient friendly ecosystem, empuw

accaunt fo nearly two-thirds of the total
health expenditurein India.

harder for academic
members must not interfere in academic
matters, butneither should they leaveevery-

thing to the VC and his or her team. They

to patient records will now be just :ch:k
nw-l) for doctors.
course. i

Union territories - Chandigarh, Pondi-
Ehtrry Dadra and N:nr Haveli and
d Diu,

Andaman
Nlco!m( Islands. and Lakshadw Ru The

Government schools teachers — who are often asked to do

talintensive nature, and because \hty
That

must insist on rigorousac: processes dau are voluntary and all efforts have

ting outside their homes. In rural Sikkim, a teacher visits her break Only 12% of the Fortune 500 compa.  and monitor their & ion, but i it restaf

d InKarnatalk i i i ion nalogy isa powerful disruptor um s

v tieson the top 500 list arestillonit, andthat  esses. This is a difficult balance to strike. tives. Itis that i

many teach- too,in der. Therefor y i security, and privacy of  ofalarge number of sectors such s bank-
7 g : Second, good research uni ies are  directar health related information is vital. The  ing. Through the adoption of digital tech-
ing. In Chhattisgarh, they are using loudspeakers to teach i beraf: s BoG. High mission's h nalogies, N the health
English through Halbi, the tribal language. quality therefore, sector to cater

vacy and data security. The digital ldﬂl

lation in a far more efficient manner,

learning till the digital divide is truly bridged.

For

md

Instead.
pressure has to come from other sources,

health
ID carrying details of their health and
.Th is ID, indi

is why the best in the world i i through the standardisation of health
several mn—teschmg ,ob, and d.,n ¢ get adequate in-service each )uv: a very small market share in  benecdedtos, butthemostcrucialonesare | doctors only afler they provide their  records, the creation of a unique health
Itisa  getting the rightand | informed consent. The NDHM architec.  identity, doorstep delivery ofquality med-

training( ing) being Headacan  populating d with ture, by default. ick pri
ButCovid i asil o i i I . fele

g & s s nity for ssionals.
the opposite; they can innovate. The efforts of these teachers Atopuniversity cannot. Soevenifnewunic  will fulfil NEP's visian by regaining the modify them mmwxumxpumwmm “Jemouldnot bean exaggeration to say
4 hared i wersities, humegrown or fareign, come in, i ient t £, wearewit:
should ba Angahan peargroups, they will not be able to create sufficient hich they India'shealth
i ive steps fine-tuned, i dscaled-upas both ity ke e
R 2 1 i i fom HavardUbersty, andwesa bsured radyman | anytime they wish to. potential to radically transform health
Under i yi
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