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Storage tanks behind the oil refinery in Omsk, Russia. In April, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and other producers agreed to record production cuts.

Oil Producers May Ease
Record Production Cuts

By STANLEY REED
Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest
oil exporter, and other major oil-
producing countries are likely to
increase their output in August, as
coronavirus lockdowns ease and
demand begins to rise again.

The Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries, Russia
and other producers are expected
to modestly ease the record pro-
duction cuts that they agreed to in
April and later extended through
July. A committee of key officials
from OPEC and Russia will meet
on Wednesday by video confer-
ence to discuss their approach to
the market.

The oil-producing countries
‘want to make sure that they main-
tain or increase their share of the
recovering market.

But analysts say that the ac-
tions by OPEC and its allies could

Despite optimism,
continuing virus
spread is said to be
‘casting a shadow.

be outweighed by the impact of
the pandemic on demand. The In-
ternational Energy Agency said
oil demand fell by more than 16
million barrels a day in the second
quarter compared with the same
period in 2019. The Paris-based
group is forecasting a strong re-
covery but said the spread of the
virus in countries like the United
States and Brazil and elsewhere
“is casting a shadow” over the out-
look by raising the prospect of fur-
ther lockdowns that could dis-
courage driving and other activi-
&

-

Total demand for gasoline in the
United States rose in early July, a
big month for driving, the agency
said, citing data from the research
firm Kayrros, but it fell in Texas,
Arizona and Florida, which have
seen recent surges in reported
cases of infection.

“We could be in for a second
dose of falling demand,” said Bill
Farren-Price, a director at RS En-
ergy Group, a market research
firm.

0il prices have been on a wild

ride in the last few months. They
plummeted in April into negative
territory, despite a deal days earli-
er by OPEC and the other oil-pro-
ducing nations for deep cuts in
their May and June production, as
demand collapsed and the world
ran out of places to put all the oil
the industry was pumping. But a
month later, as the global econ-
omy started to show signs of life
and the production cuts by OPEC
and producers in the United
States began to take effect, oil
prices climbed back above $30 a
barrel.

In early June, with road traffic,
air travel and other activity still
depressed, the group, known as
OPEC Plus, decided to extend the
9.7 million barrel-a-day cuts
through July. The Saudis also re-

Critics Doubt Study on Uber and Lyft Pay

By NOAM SCHEIBER

The most contested question in
the gig economy may be how
much workers earn, since their
hourly wages can be widely un-
even. Concerns about pay have
helped fuel moves in California
and New York City toregulate gig-
economy companies as if they
were conventional employers.

Last week brought evidence
that drivers for Uber and Lyft may
be much better compensated than
previously understood. But it
hardly settled the debate.

A study by researchers at Cor-
nell University found that the typi-
caldriver in Seattle made over $23
per hour after expenses during
one week last fall. Previous stud-
ies for other areas had put net
earnings well below $20 per hour.
Another new study put the figure
at less than half that.

“Given what we had read about
the ride-sharing economy, we
were extremely surprised by our
result;” said Louis Hyman, an eco-
nomic historian who was the Cor-
nell study’s lead author.

The finding comes at an impor-
tant moment for Uber and Lyft,
which are facing a California law-
suit over misclassification of
workers that could cost them hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and a
Seattle effort to impose a min-
imum wage for drivers.

But it has also raised questions
from critics who have seized on
the fact that Uber and Lyft sought
out Mr. Hyman and provided his
team with data.

‘Two prominent economists un-
affiliated with the research team
said the study had been rigorously
executed, but second-guessed
some of the researchers’ deci-
sions. They also said the study re-

duced oluntarily” by
another one million barrels a day
in June to the lowest levels in
three decades.

Unless there is a change in
thinking, the production cuts will
ease to 7.7 million barrels a day —
still a large amount — in August,
as agreed in April.

On Friday, Brent crude traded
at $43.24 a barrel, still about 35
percent below the level at the be-
ginning of year, and West Texas
Intermediate, the American
benchmark, was trading at $40.55
abarrel.

The International Energy
Agency said it did see some en-
couraging signs for the oil market.
For instance, it said, the amount of
oil stored on ships fell in June by
about 35 million barrels from
record levels of over 200 million
barrels in May — a sign that in-
creasing consumption may be be-
ginning to work off the glut that
has built up.

An OPEC delegate said that de-
mand was improving globally, es-
pecially in China and India, which
are major importers and
customers for the OPEC coun-
tries.

In an interview in April, Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman, the Saudi
oil minister, said that Saudi Arabia
would go to great lengths to pro-
tect the Asian market, the destina-
tion of around 50 percent of Saudi

oil.
“Nobody is going to fiddle with
our backyard, “ he said.

flected the of research
that seeks to assess the costs and
benefits of prominent digital plat-
forms — not just Uber and Lyft,
but also giants like Amazon and
Facebook.

In interviews, the two econo-
mists — Luigi Zingales of the Uni-
versity of Chicago business school
and Lawrence Katz, alabor econo-
mist at Harvard — argued that be-
cause such studies were difficult
to conduct without data provided
by the companies, the body of re-
search might be subtly skewed.

“We all make assumptions,” Mr.
Zingales said. “If at the end of the
day you want to please who gave
you the data, you might choose a
certain set of assumptions.”

The Cornell study is valuable in
part because it drew on data from
both Uber and Lyft, which allowed
the researchers to avoid some po-
tential pitfalls. For example, other
studies may double-count a cer-
tain amount of work time because
a driver who spends an hour with
the Uber and Lyft apps simulta-
neously activated may seem to
have worked for two hours.

Still, much of the result appears
to have been influenced by two de-
cisions. The first involved
whether time spent waiting for a
fare is work.

While other researchers have
assumed that drivers are working
any time their app is turned on —
even if they’re not on their way to
pick up a customer or don’t have a
passenger in the car — the Cornell
study counts such time as work

only ifit directly precedes aride. If
a driver turns on the ride-share
app but is not dispatched on a ride
before shutting it off, the authors
do not count the time as work.

According to the Cornell au-
thors, this assumption adds about
$2.50 per hour to the typical driv-
er’s earnings.

Mr. Katz, the Harvard econo-
mist, said the assumption ap-
peared at odds with a conven-
tional understanding of work. He
cited the example of a reception-
ist, who is typically considered to
be at work even during down time.

The Cornell authors also as-
sume that many of the costs of
owning a vehicle, such as the val-
ue a car loses as it ages or financ-
ing costs, should not be consid-
ered work expenses because car
owners would typically pay these

A collaborative
process that may lead
to skewed results.

costs even if they didn’t drive for
Uber or Lyft.

The only costs the authors fac-
tor into their preferred calculation
are so-called marginal costs —
like gas and maintenance costs
that accrue because of the extra
miles a worker drives while on the
job. This assumption results in
costs that are up to about $5.50 an
hour lower for full-time drivers,
and a net wage that is several dol-
lars per hour higher, than under a
more conventional calculation.

But many Uber and Lyft drivers
may buy a more expensive car in
order to drive on these platforms.
If that’s the case, the vehicle’s ad-
ditional cost should be considered
part of the driver’s expenses as
well, according to Mr. Katz.

“I think the expense number is
just way too low,” he said. He wor-
ried that focusing on a single week
might have created an unrepre-
sentative portrait of earnings.

Mr. Hyman of Cornell acknowl-
edged that the assumptions on

wait time and expenses might
have overstated the results some-
what and noted that his team had
provided analysis using alterna-
tive assumptions. He said that the
study had found a wide variation
in earnings among drivers, and
that driving might be a worse deal
for full-timers than those who
drive casually or part time.

Some critics on social media
noted that the companies had paid
Cornell $120,000 to support costs
like research assistance, not an
unheard-of arrangement for such
work. (Mr. Hyman and his fellow
professors received no money.)

Both Mr. Katz, who called the
group “totally honest,” and Mr.
Zingales suggested that the paper
highlighted a more subtle prob-
lem: Academic work that relies on
data controlled by companies
tends to avoid negative findings.

Scholars typically obtain such
data in two ways: They approach
the company with a research
question they would like to an-
swer; one recent paper in this
vein examined the wage gap be-
tween male and female Uber driv-
ers, and another sought to put a
value on the flexibility of working
for Uber. Or th i
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Astudy done by researchers at Cornell University found that a typical driver in Seattle made over $23 an hour.

lead researchers to adopt more fa-
vorable assumptions when there
is legitimate debate about how to
handle a methodological question.

Mr. Katz said the problem arose
with many companies, but was a
growing concern with digital plat-
forms inlight of their size and rele-
vance to the economy.

Mr. Hyman said Uber and Lyft
had not influenced his results in
any way. He said they had ap-
proached him after people at Uber
read his 2018 book, “Temp,” a well-
reviewed history of the rise of al-
ternative work arrangements that
was relatively positive about the
online gig economy.

The companies appeared to be
pleased with the findings, and
were quick to point out flaws in a
study for the City of Seattle that
put the typical driver’s wage at
$9.73. That study calculated earn-
ings from cruder data the city had
obtained from Uber, supple-
mented by a survey of thousands
of drivers.

“Cornell’s study is the first to
provide an independent, data-
driven picture of the full earnings
experience of ride-share drivers,”
Matt Wing, an Uber spokesman,
said in a He said the

proach scholars with a question
they want answered, as with the
Cornell study.

When the scholars are faculty
members at an academic institu-
tion, the companies typically cede
editorial control to them.

But the process still tends to
skew what we know about the
companies, Mr. Zingales said, be-
cause companies are unlikely to
approve the release of data for a
study, or approach a scholar with
data, if they believe the conclusion
is likely to reflect poorly on them.
One such study, he has noted, re-
cently asked whether traffic fatal-
ities increase after Uber and Lyft
start operating in a city, for which
the companies did not provide de-
tailed data.

Many scholars have an interest
in maintaining a relationship with
companies because it is difficult to
answer key policy questions with-
out access to their data. This can

other study “is based on limited
data and flawed assumptions.”

Mr. Wing said that Uber was
willing to share more detailed
data but the city couldn’t commit
to protecting its confidentiality.

Julie Wood, a spokeswoman for
Lyft, which declined to share in-
formation with Seattle, also
pointed to the merits of data used
by the Cornell researchers and
cited the other study’s limitations.

Mr. Hyman seemed exasperat-
ed by the experience, particularly
his dealings with what he called
“the Twitter mob.”

“I would love to have dragged
Uber’s name though the mud,
trust me, butit’s not what the data
showed,” he said. “I thought it was
important for public debate and
drivers most importantly to have
access to the data nobody knew.”

“For me, this is not going to get
me anything, he added. “I'm
tenured.”

TRIPPED UP

Help! 'm Owed a Refund,
But the Hotel Won't Budge

Dear Tripped Up,

My wife and I were supposed to attend a wedding in Sonoma this spring, but
the affair was obviously canceled. I canceled our Best Western reservation
well before the 24 hours required by the company’s new coronavirus cancel-
lation policy, but was told that the only option is to postpone our stay for a
year — as if I jet-set out to wine country every year for a wedding (and
besides, I'm more of a beer guy). I've been messaging back and forth with
Best Western on Facebook; the customer-service people said the hitch lies
with the hotel owner, who is refusing to issue the refund. What’s the point of
flexible corporate cancellation policies if individual hotels aren’t required to

adhere to them? GEORGE

Hi George,

The pandemic has brought to light
some nerdy issues about the travel
industry — ones that most of us never
needed to think about before. But here
we are, wondering aloud about the
oversight capabilities of hotel fran-
chises, and what powers they can exert
over their thousands of individual own-
ers.

1 got several emails about this topic.
Nick, another reader, faced a nearly
identical uphill battle while trying to
cancel a June reservation at the Hilton
Rome Airport. Hilton’s stated policies
for refunds are flexible, yet the individ-
ual hotel owner refuses to budge.

For starters, the answer is yes:
Whenever a company like Best West-
ern or Hilton announces a flexible
corporate cancellation policy, it’s meant
to apply to all branded hotels. But Best
Western also states outright that a
small percentage of individual owners

may be eligible to deny refunds on a
small percentage of bookings. And
that’s what happened here.

A spokeswoman for Best Western
said in a statement that “During the
Covid-19 pandemic, Best Western Ho-
tels & Resorts has offered a flexible
cancellation policy to its valued guests.
This policy includes that ‘a more re-
strictive cancellation policy may apply
to a limited number of high-demand
dates at individual hotels, which was
applicable to this guest’s reservation.”

After reaching out to Hilton, T
learned that Nick got trapped by an
even more peculiar loophole — a bi-
zarre wrench in the pandemic’s ever-
expanding toolbox of bizarre wrenches.
0On March 17, Italy passed the “Cura
Italia” decree, a relief measure meant
to offset the economic toll of the pan-
demic in one of the hardest-hit coun-
tries. The new law gave hotel owners in
Italy the option to make the call on

REYNA NORIEGA

whether to issue refunds or vouchers.

As I've reported before, struggling
travel companies have numerous rea-
sons for retaining nonrefundable pay-
ments in the age of the coronavirus,
and it’s also not hard to understand
why the owner of hotel in Italy — at an
airport, no less — would choose that
option, especially when expressly given
the green light by the Italian govern-
ment. Another reader bemoaned a
similar issue, also with an Italian hotel.
“Why is an American who never set
foot on Italian soil subject to a new
Italian decree?” she wondered.

In general, though, hotels have gen-
erally been better about Covid-related
cash refunds than airlines, tour opera-
tors and cruise lines. In mid-March, as
the world started shutting down, every
major hotel company announced newly
flexible cancellation terms, even for
“nonrefundable” or “advance purchase”
reservations. And even now, as we
move into summer, hotel policies re-
main pretty flexible. Hilton, for exam-
ple, allows guests to cancel any reser-
vation booked through August without
penalty, as long as it's at least 24 hours
before the arrival date. It’s a strategic
move meant to get people to take a
leap, plan travel, book trips.

Hilton’s communications department
has worked its magic — a spokeswom-
an for the brand has confirmed that
Nick’s refund is in process. And George,
in a follow-up email, you told me that
Best Western's Facebook customer-
service team has offered you a gift
card, which, unlike a rebooked stay, can
be used at any of the company’s hotels.

I realize it’s not quite the same as a
cash refund, but amid an era when
planning (and canceling) travel feels
especially difficult and impersonal,
measures like these can feel like a
‘welcome human touch. Whatever
you're drinking — be it beer or wine —
'l say cheers to that. SARAH FIRSHEIN
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Dear Students,
You Haven't
Been Robbed

OVER THE LAST few weeks, America’s elite
colleges and universities have been an-
nouncing their reopening strategies one
by one, weighing explicit health impera-
timpiicit

havelandedona inting-but-re cat
tic conclusion: The fall semester of 2020
will have to involve an alloy of in-person
and remote learning. Many college stu-
dents will experience only an attenuated
version of campus life — if they get to ex-
perience it at all.

It's easy to see what they will lose in this
situation. The intoxicating pleasures of in-
dependence. The stimulation of late-night
conversation about life, meaning, and the
universe. The pure exhilaration (and re-
lief) of finding your own kind.

But let’s face it: It's pretty luxurious to
have these experiences in the first place.
Perhaps it’s worth discussing what these
luckiest of students might also gain at this
moment. Because they do stand to gain. It
just requires that they reimagine what
late adolescence is for, and what it should
be about.

‘The fact is, many colleges — especially
private liberal arts schools, the ones that
have driven much of the discussion in re-
cent weeks — are cloistered, passive set-
tings. Students are fed and housed, just as
they were at home; their time and activi-
ties are structured, just as it was when
they were still in high school. College may
give them wonderful opportunities to
think, form relationships, and self-define.
But it seldom gives them the chance to
productively engage with the world.

Yet they are more than capable of doing
so. In “Huck’s Raft” his highly readable
history of American childhood, Steven
Mintz points out that Herman Melville
worked as a clerk, a teacher, a farmer la-
borer and a cabin boy on a whaling ship, all
by age 20. (“A whale-ship was my Yale Col-
lege and my Harvard says Ishmael)
George Washington became an official
surveyor for Culpepper County at 17 and a
commissioned major in the militia at 20.
“Behavior that we would consider preco-
cious,” Mintz writes, “was commonplace.”

It wasn't until the end of World War IT
that children emerged as a truly protected
class in this country. That was when they
finally became, in the words of the sociolo-

The world needs you,
liberal arts majors.
Here’s your chance.

gist Viviana Zelizer, “economically worth-
less but emotionally priceless.’

But only the most privileged kids got to
be useless right through college. If you
think about it, that's a pretty awkward
time to be useless — as is adolescence
more generally. We may regard teenagers
as unruly and rebellious. But what they
may really be is restless, pining for grea-
er agency and productivity, utility.

Well. Now they have their chance.

I called Nancy Darling, a psychology
professor at Oberlin College, to discuss
this. She’s one of the smartest people I've
ever read on the subject of adolescence
and emerging adulthood. Her response
was swift and enthusiastic: “ keep telling
my students: “This is the defining event of
your cohort. Its going to be hard, but it of-
fers unique opportunities. Rather than do-
ing a crummy internship while youre
learning from home, go do something ex-
citing! What do you want to build?’”

Students of means can distribute food
from food banks. They can mobilize vot-
ers. They can organize social media cam-
paigns for advocacy groups, child care for
essential workers and reading lists for li-
braries. “If you're a volunteer for six
months,” she points out, “in many places
youcan just take over the damn organiza-

They can help remove Donald J. Trump
from office. There’s an idea.

Darling notes that finding a way to be
useful will be especially valuable (if chal-
lenging) to this generation, which hasn't
had much experience in structuring its
own time — many of her students have
been overscheduled since birth — and of-
ten conceives of identity-building as a
process of self-examination, rather than
simple doing. They’ll also have a chance to
discover the importance of civic engage-
ment at a time when it’s in severe decline.

The irony is lovely: While social dis-
tancing, they can develop habits that will
ensure they won’t spend their adulthood
bowling alone, to borrow the political sci-
entist Robert Putnam’s shorthand for our
disengaged lives.

Of course, most students already know
‘what it means to be useful. A 2018 report
from Georgetown University found that
70 percent of full-time college students
work. Those in community college, for in-
stance, are generally older and come from
low-income homes. Many take for granted
that they’ll be organizing their educations
around work and parenting schedules.
One can only hope that asynchronous
learning will to them be a boon. It’s much
easier to care for your kids and hold down
a day job if you're liberated from the tyr-
anny of a fixed lecture schedule.

But that assumes they can afford the
technology and have internet access.
Many students, at community colleges
and elsewhere, now do not. Others find
themselves in households with one or two
unemployed family members, and it’s
suddenly on them to make ends meet
—which may or may not mean dropping
out. It’s aburden that, like so many others
right now, is dlspmpomonalely afflicting
African Americans and Latino:

Having the chance to be usem] —not to
their families, but to the world — is a lux-
ury at this moment. Students ought to em-
brace it. They may be astonished by what
they find. o

SUSAN WALSH/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Trump Knew, and Did Nothing

Douglas London

1D President Trump know about
intelligence community assess-
ments that the Russians had of-
fered bounties to the Taliban
for attacks against U.S. and coalition
forces in Afghanistan? He hasn't so far
offered a direct answer but instead shift-
ing, manipulative responses.

That is itself troubling. It is also trou-
bling that he has not condemned even
the possibility of such Russian ag-
gression.

But let’s step back and set aside the
question of Russian bounties for a mo-
ment. For years, Russia has provided
material and financial assistance to the
Taliban, with what was surely the intent
of supporting attacks against troops
from the United States and coalition
forces. Was the president aware of that?

From 2016 to 2018, I was the C.LA’S
chief for counterterrorism in South and
Southwest Asia, overseeing operations
and intelligence concerning Afghanistan
and including related activities of re-
gional actors, like Russia. And I can an-
swer that question: Yes, he was most
certainly aware of Russian assistance to
the Taliban. Despite that knowledge, he
chose to do nothing.

“Bounty” is not a term intelligence
professionals would likely use. Intelli
gence reporting requires precision in
language to guard against the risk of
misunderstanding or misinterpretation,
and “bounty” lacks specificity in mean-
ing, purpose and consequence. Intelli-
gence professionals speak with dry, clini-
cal facts and offer assessments that are
not “confirmed” or “verified,” but rather
corroborated to various degrees of confi-
dence.

The goal is to provide the president
with information on developments that
may significantly affect U.S. interests.
‘With this information, the president and
his team can take any necessary action
against potential threats. We can't wait
for complete certainty; by then it would
be too late to do anything about it.

It can therefore be semantically true
that the president never received a brief-
ing on Russian “bounties” — that specific
word may not have been uttered. But the
‘White House does not deny that the Feb.
27 President’s Daily Brief discussed in
public reporting included information
from our intelligence agencies in clinical
terms that Russians were offering finan-
cial incentives to encourage Taliban at-
tacks against U.S. and coalition troops.

Now, the Russians would not provide
the Taliban blank checks. The contin-
uation and expansion of their assistance
would have required the Taliban to pro-
vide video evidence of how they used
Russian arms and financing to attack
U.S. and coalition targets.

Intelligence services use this common

ghanistan, Gen. John Nicholson, in 2018.

At a 2017 news conference, when
asked whether he was refuting that Rus-
sia was sending weapons to the Taliban,
General Nicholson responded, “No, I'm
not refuting that.”

Secretary Mattis received the Presi-
dent’s Daily Briefs that Mr. Trump di
General Nicholson read both strategic-
and tactical-level reporting about Af-
ghanistan, including the actions of Rus-
sia, China, Iran, Pakistan and India that
might affect military and political cir-
cumstances on the ground. There is

Ignoring aggression by
Russia just invites
more of it.

nothing inaccurate in the observations
from Generals Mattis and Nicholson.
The president must have known all this,

practice to verify the i
proxy groups, as well as to make sure
they are productive and aligned with
their goals. Even the Russian military in-
telligence agency, widely known as the
G.R.U, has auditors who need to ensure
that funds expensed are used as in-
tended.

But in short, American intelligence
agencies reported that the Russians
were offering bounties — even if they
were called “payments” in the intelli-
gence briefings.

‘The Russian bounties look like an es-
calation of that earlier Russian support
for the Taliban — support that was pub-
licly commented on by Defense Secre-
tary Jim Matis in 2017 and by the com-
mander of U.S. and coalition forces in Af-

Thcrc isal idi
cerning Pakistan’s and Iran 's support for
Taliban efforts to target U.S. troops. In a
recent report, the State Department
judged that Pakistan continued to serve
as a terrorist haven and allowed the Tal-
iban and the affiliated Haggani network
to operate from its territory.

Tranian support to the Taliban report-
edly included lethal aid and training un-
der the direction of Esmail Ghaani, the
Iranian general who later took over com-
mand of the Quds Force, the foreign ex-
peditionary arm of the Revolutionary
Guards, after America’s targeted killing
of Gen. Qassim Suleimani.

Iran’s Shiite leadership is not an ideo-
logical ally of the Sunni Taliban, but as
Russia does, it looks for opportunities to

hasten America’s withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan, increase influence with the
Taliban and make the United States pay
aprice for a military presence so near its
borders.

The Iranian and Pakistani support
probably did more to endanger Ameri-
cans and Afghans than Russian aid did.
So the president was right to support ef-
forts to address, within practical limits,
evidence of Pakistani and Iranian behav-
ior affecting the security of Americans.

Yet Mr. Trump took no action to flag a
red line for Moscow’s support to the Tal-
iban. He could have signaled discontent
with Russia diplomatically, economically
or through back-channel intelligence
conduits. Instead, make matters
worse, he pressured the U.S. intelligence
community to invest time and resources
in potential counterterrorist coopera-
tion.

It backfired: Russia was not forthcom-
ing and sought to manipulate the en-
gagement to influence policymakers and
target Russian dissidents.

As any observer of Russia knows, ne-
glecting Russian aggression inevitably
invites more of it — more efforts to ex-
pand Russian influence and power at
American expense. For examples, look
at Ukraine, Syriaand increasingly Libya,
Africa and even Europe.

In Afghanistan, the aggression appar-
ently took the form of more audacious
Russian behavior like bounties.

We cannot ignore the bigger picture of
America’s Afghanistan policy. Within
days of receiving the Feb. 27 President’s
Daily Briefaddressing Russian bounties,
Mr. Trump directed Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo to oversee an agreement
with the Taliban for the withdrawal of
American troops from Afghanistan.

‘This also came despite, just weeks ear-
lier, a kidnapping by the Taliban of an
American civil engineer and govern-
ment contractor, Mark Frerichs. In May,
the United Nations Security Council
shared information — reaffirmed by our
own intelligence in a Pentagon report
dated July I —concerning close and con-
tinuing cooperation between the Taliban
and Al Qaeda.

Even the leader of the U.S. Central
Command, Gen. Kenneth McKenzie, told
the Middle East Institute on June 10 that
the Taliban had yet to meet conditions
concerning its cooperation and relation-
ship with Al Qaeda to merit the U.S. with-
drawal.

Clearly, regardless of the facts on the
ground or the intelligence about Russia
and Al Qaeda, Mr. Trump and Mr. Pom-
peo remain determined to see through
their agreement with the Taliban and
likewise make it appear a success.

It is easy to get lost in the fog of Mr.
Trump’s continuing and calculated war
of denial and deception. But this much is
plain: He has still, despite weeks of pub-
lic debate over Russian bounties, not of-
fered a clear and unambiguous con-
demnation of such Russian aggression.

It'simperative that he be held account-
able. The president must explain to the
American people, and especially to those
who risk their lives for their country and
our families, why he continues to abide
Russian threats to our troops, our securi-
ty and our democracy. u}

DOUGLAS LONDON was a senior operations
officer in the C.LA’s clandestine service
for over 34 years.

Why Conservatives Shouldn't Give Up on Originalism

William Baude

OR decades, originalists, many of
them conservatives, have argued
that courts should interpret the
Constitution and other laws in

keeping with their original meaning.

And their views have gained power.
Both of President Trump’s appointees to
the Supreme Court, Neil Gorsuch and
Brett Kavanaugh, have described them-
selves as originalists, leading many to
hope or fear that they would form a con-
servative majority with Chief Justice
John Roberts and Justices Clarence
Thomas and Samuel Alito.

But that same court has just issued a
mixed bulfet of decisions — with conser-
vatives splitting on cases concerning gay
rights, immigration, executive power,
Native American tribes — leading many
to accuse the justices of political maneu-
vering or faulty reasoning. Some have
also questioned whether originalism, or
arelated theory called textualism, is out-
dated.

Alter the Bostock v. Clayton County
decision, which held that discrimination
on the basis of sexual orientation is for-
bidden by the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Sena-
tor Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri,
said, “If you can invoke textualism and
originalism in order to reach such a deci-
sion — an outcome that fundamentally
changes the scope and meaning and ap-
plication of statutory law — then textual-
ism and originalism and all of those
phrases don’t mean much at all.”

And some conservatives have turned
against originalism _altogether. Adrian
Vermeule of Harvard Law School, to take
one especially notable example, has
called for conservatives to abandon orig-
inalism in favor of a “common good con-
stitutionalism,” where judges and other
officials would forthrightly import moral
principles into the Constitution.

But today, originalism is the closest
thing we have to a publicly shared set of
legal principles. And it is not time to
abandon it.

When the court looks to fundamental
principles, it looks to the text and history
of the Constitution. For instance, in an
important immigration case, Thuraissi-
giam v. Barr, the court upheld Congress’s
power to cut off habeas review for at-
tempted entrants to the United States. In
doing so, the court relied extensively on

the original meaning of the Constitu-
tion’s guarantee of habeas corpus, point-
ing to English precedents and writings
by the founding-era authority William
Blackstone, among others, to argue that
the writ of habeas corpus was never
meant to guarantee an immigrant’s en-
try.

Originalism also drove an even more
important case about the scope of execu-
tive power; Seila Law v. Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau, a 5-to-4 decision
written by Chief Justice Roberts. The
court held that the head of the consumer
bureau, a federal agency, must be remov-
able at will by the president, who is
vested with the country’s “executive
power” Text and history were woven
throughout the decision.

To be sure, these readings of the Con-
stitution’s text and history are some-
times contested. There were dissents in

Some on the right
wonder if a pillar of their
legal thinking is outdated.

both of these cases, and Justice Elena
Kagan’s dissent in Seila Law was espe-
cially thorough in trying to marshal its
own reading of the Constitution’s origi-
nal meaning.

Justice Kagan's dissent is notable be-
cause it shows how historical arguments
are not used exclusively by conserva-
tives. Justice Kagan pointed to debates
at the founding about the scope of execu-
tive power and subsequent practices
during the 19th century to argue that the
Constitution had let Congress decide
how to structure such agencies.

She was quite right that this is a very
close question, even if other scholars (in-
cluding me) think that the majority was
more likely correct. Justice Kagan relied
on similar history in Chiafalo v. Washing-
ton, holding that states have the power to
control presidential electors.

Moreover, these disputes sometimes.
split the court's conservatives. In Bo-
stock, Justice Gorsuch held that sexual
orientation discrimination is covered by
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. He
claimed to be interpreting the original
meaning of the statute enacted in 1964,
“on the basis of sex,” even though most
people would not have anticipated the re-

sult. But the dissenters — Justices Alito,
Kavanaugh and Thomas — countered
with their own originalist arguments,
and many other originalists have found
Justice Gorsuch’s arguments to be a
stretch.

Bostock revealed debates among the
originalists — for instance, how to bal-
ance a conflict between the apparently
plain meaning of the text and the expec-
tations of the people who wrote t. Justice
Gorsuch stressed that because “ours is a
society of written laws,” the court was ul-
timately bound by the text. Justice Ali-
to's dissent, by contrast, called the ma-
jority opinion “a pirate ship,” sailing un-
der the false flag of textualism but actu-
ally replacing the text with modern
values.

In fact, neither account was quite
right. What made Justice Gorsuch’s
opinion most persuasive was not its tex-
tualist analysis but its use of precedents
interpreting the Civil Rights Act, which
the dissent’s logic would have had to re-
pudiate.

A similar debate emerged from an-
other important Gorsuch opinion, Mc-
Girtv.Oklahoma. In McGirt, Justice Gor-
such held that 19th-century treaties with
the Creek Nation remained enforceable
today, thus divesting the state of jurisdic-
tion over Native Americans in substan-
tial parts of Oklahoma, despite many
decades of federal and state hostility to
the tribe and disregard of its rights.

The court acknowledged that the fed-
eral government may have wished the
tribe’s reservation to disappear, but held
that “wishes don’t make for laws,” and so
again the court was bound to enforce the
19th-century promises until Congress
acted more formally. By contrast, Chief
Justice Roberts's dissent regarded this
account as “fantasy,’ arguing that Con-
gresshad acted evenifit had failed to use
magic words.

All of these features were present in
the court’s decisions in Trump v. Vance

sions showed that the importance of
precedent may sometimes rival that of
originalism. Two of the court’s rulings in
favor of religious liberty, Espinoza v.
Montana Department of Revenue and
Our Lady of Guadalupe School v. Morri
sey-Berru, relied on founding-era princ
ples, but filtered those principles
through the court’s own precedents.

And precedent played a decisive role
in June Medical Services v. Gee, an abor-
tion case in which Chief Justice Roberts
surprised many by invalidating an abor-
tion regulation. The chief justice ex-
plained that his vote was driven by
precedent, because the court (over his
dissent) had recently invalidated an
identical law.

These decisions show that while origi-
nalism has had great force at the court, it
isnot ajuggernaut. The justices disagree
about how (o interpret ambiguous provi-
sions and about the role of precedent;
originalists disagree among themselves
about how to balance text and other con-
text.

These disputes are healthy. Even if the
court does not get every decision right, it
demonstrates a widespread commit-
ment to the method of originalism, in
which the meaning of the Constitution as
enacted by the people is paramount and
judges can interpret it but cannot alter it.
Originalism is foundational to our law,
even though the justices sometimes dis-
agree in applying it and even though the
role of precedent remains fraught.

still, as originalism becomes more
popular and sometimes delivers liberal
outcomes, some conservatives may turn
against it altogether, following the lead of
Professor Vermeule. If what matters
most to you are the results in specific
cases, you may want non-originalist jus-
tices.

But one danger of results-oriented
judging is that other people, including fu-
ture conservative judges, may not share

Evel

and Trump v. Mazars, ubpoe-
nas for the president’s financial records.
In both cases, the court did advert to
founding-era history for the broad out-
lines of the separation of powers. But it
then went on to color in this history with
more recent practice and its own balanc-
ing of separation-of-powers concerns. In
doing so, it again split some of the con-
servative justices among themselves.
Finally, in cases especially important
to social conservatives, the court’s deci-

your
the courts may not produce moral con-
sensus. Originalism is a method of evalu-
ation, not a party platform.

Originalism has had widespread sup-
port for a reason. It has the potential to
transcend our moral disagreements.
And that may be what we need most in
the long run. =]

WILLIAM BAUDE is a professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Law School.
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We need policy clari
onimportsubstitution

Any plan to nurture a domestic industry that makes lithium batteries behind tariff barriers
mustn't end up fostering inefficiency in India. A well designed policy could help prevent this

ndia is reported to be considering a new
tariff regime for the import of lithium-ion
cells, together with a raft of local incen-
tives, to boost domestic production. Since
China isa major supplier of these, the
broad objective is self-evident: to curtail
and then eliminate dependence ona country
that has shown itsell hostile to India. Lithium
cellsare the basic building units of rechargea-
ble batteries that power everything from porta-
ble devices such aslaptops and smartphones to
larger energy hogs, such a.nlw.uu \thclv.s.

today, that arise in their cost will have an
instant impact on sunrise sectors of our econ-
omy. It could also delay India’s bid to switch to
electric mobility, since the battery costs of
e-vehicles must fall sharply for them to match
the price-value deal of petrol and diesel
options. Of course, the government would
expect Indian battery makers to crush costs as
goalong. In the business of stored -power
units, though, China is seen to have a natural
advantage as well, thanks toits abundance of
input minerals—including rare earths—for

These cells have military

their prods To keep India well supplied

cationsaswell. ’l‘lwgunmmum issaidto I.n
mullinga 10-year import duty plan that will let
local manufacturers find customers even if they
make these products at higher cost. To encour-
age an industry at home, the Centre may also
offer companies tax-offs and concessional
finance. Thiswouldbea pulu.y ofi lmpurl sub-

with raw materials, three state-run metals
companies formed a joint venture last year
called Khanij Bidesh India Ltd, whichaims to
acquire reserves of strategic mineralssuch as
cobalt and lithium in countries such as Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Chile, South Africa and Australia.
uickly these efforts begin to bear results

stitution, neardy thr the coun-
trybegan torid IL\Ll[uf suchschemes, Whilea
revival of the concept gels with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's call fora self-reliant India, and

we >huuld notlet China corner local markets,
1l o

couldd the pace at which our local
players can replace Chinese
hurting consumers.

How our plan to edge out imported lithium
cellsultimately works out, howev er, nu;,hl

imports without

w Id cise caution befc b
ingonan experiment that has had a poor
record of success in the pre-liberalization era.
The ou.rall rxperience so far has bu,n (hal
industries shielded from global ¢ ¥
high tariff walls—or even non-tariff barriers—
havelittle incentive to keep c

and

depend on details of our sub

scheme. To prevent domestic cost bloat, it
would make sense to build a gradual reduction
ofdutiesinto the decade-long programme.
That would give domestic players enough time
toget their act together while raising their

quality high, as companies based in India have
alarge captive market within the country.
Over time, even if there exists domestic rivalry,
this arrangement tends to spell inefficiency
that pushes up costs for all users of the pro-
tected product. Lithium batteriesare so
important to digitaland internet enablement

P toimport ¢ Inaddition,
export targets could be setas atest of how glo-
bally competitive their productsare. If they fail
tosell their products in world markets inabout
three or four years, the entire plan should be
scrapped. The push for self-reliance must not
turn India into a high-cost market, least ofall
inareas vital to the future of value creation.
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India’s economy needs a way out
of short boom-and-bust cycles

Corrective action begins with the question of why Indian expansions turn into crises so soon

Y. ANANTHA NAGESWARAN
Ad

jobsare losteven asother | Lar. s i
Juln opeaup. The net effect of u.me strains, and hadto cm!un- uppmhnum
the labour cf part
ptnlyn\uu Iuwu.dmlhe from lht-luluulurlln \wrunlluksun
5 ber 2011 India
endured them all undertook some
icor hes reforms, built i d
fe Fgrowth fora few
d i years, But thecycl

momtateef |.q.mxm Theydo far
)

Counal to the Prime Minister

that erupted between India md

| nthecontext of the recent tensions
Chinaat their border b

the for-

lnmun |mu>. my m(um m such

tunesof the nw«llau household. The
divergence between stock market
valuations on one handand prospectsof
real economic growthand corporate
earnings on the other has never been
greater. The biggest risk to the world

g out Sir John Glubb's
he Fate of Empires, would

imalayas in June, 3 column that Thad
written{Towards 'Briclipse”, 19 March
2012) assumes relevance, Despite being
the epicentre of the global financial
er L S umk markets were doing bet-
terth markets in

economy in the coming months and w,itis both natural

3 isnot k demi hat most social and
but the policy respo itandthe economic under-
b §50d Chirchighi dedh

()l’ tuuls« ln their n.uun- pmlinkrm

onasset prices and investor psychology.
otal v d

et one, perhaps, afler

it will most likely
the 5

emmmurs ln-l.nue mev mixup

2012 Further, its policies had generated
adverse spillover effects in different
ways on Brazil and India. The column
made an argument that by publicly
demanding China to revalue its cur-
rency, the US had pushed Chinato

November. But, the path from here to
therewon'tbesmooth, nor willitbe

inductive
uuwm@

That said, most of us are familiar with
he cydeof crises, from denialand

pleasant. y the “new
hormal" in Americawillbe anything b angertoaccel e, action, recovery-
normal, The 2020swill xpansion, excess and

Ix‘ wi MI\ unpredictable and India will

itisonitsown.

another crisis. Whibe this framework
zpp].lm o mmum.u un,.nm.mu itean

umknxluml_ resulting i in ddx accumu- ()n the economic front, Indi too.In
lat s Chinaover- hort, cyck lity. The problem
latter. ll anulud«lmlhlht plnu(ur night, norcan it value with India is that it had

hart their own hains k “hi i isi

pmmoummnu prosperity by colkab-
orating with one another, rather than

. Itisa

er merely five years of
dy ye:

process. To expect i

noughties. Indix's

likely to be both
a

ghobal eri-

the West, sap Istob
That plea has been buried, pechaps tained bacause both are multi-year, if sis 0f 2008, presumably because that
forever, in the del blis liul dnun.l the not multi-decadal, processes. A bq,,m wasthe | " Lo du But lh:l has
Galwan Valley inJ ning hasto be !y wake
&wh\'lllrlhunmml 1020 llv:lwhl Alurmnhmmlhr(ml«an\alhz\ areas that continueto lkrld Indi;\h.u:k
onomy p y o i
Siseatiad n Indis has had b op ih K-taki \or
.doiul pandemic )muuudx lhsmxv ing decade between 2010, .unl 2019, rel- | India's &economy 10 vmm Ke stronger
the i i d Both need tnst. Who
curtains down on anapen md inte- first decade of the millennium. will set the ball rolling? If not now,
u:l\- era, .nul by decade b when? Correctiveaction begins with
p fler the turbulent eventsof ion of why India
llx |xukh micis controlled, lllrn Ihem theendof illenni 3
1% h Some illed over into 2001 India, in particu- These are the author’s personal views.
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Itis definitely true that
the fundamental enabling
technology for electric cars

is lithium-ion as a cell
chemistry technology.
Inthe absence of that,
Idon't think it's possible
to make an electric car
that is competitive with

agasoline car.

ELON MUSK

.

MUSING MACF

Asia’s two big economies will both lose as they decouple

AJIT RAN ADE don bil 1 Chinese | Bil: it ithi $I00 | AP d from China. The 1 | sitive sectors, with no threat to national
imported cargo is languishing at ports, ss | billion Indi i
clearance s either densed or delayed. Thisls | more and more from China, mainly for the | el ics 45%, i ital ) i h
i . hat b dy | b \ ol hinery 32% | h 1538% Sal <ident XiJin-
paid for the cargo. India's export consign- | or America. In 1999, only 5.8% of India’s | in Iurmmn- 57%. in fertilizers 28%, and in ptw. luuk office ughl yumw b mduul~
ments face similar hurdes inChina. Various | imports came from C| m,wllhallhml.nd parts 25%. Nr‘.lrl) 80%of “hina
OF two years in 3 row, India’s biggest irmedord: hine jesfor | to41%by 2015 Much ndition- | rebations. Th
- F trading partner has been the US and not | road construction or for supplies to the | ture for lmluslasl-gnm~ ers are lmpuH«l from | tegic communication, hamessing each
China, and this is based on | ml-nh.ur Indian celled. India has | i Th e border 95 other’s advantage in trade,
Le.withouti 59¢ i toss, power, i i hi 2 di -
impressive export of software services. More | user base in India of over 200 million. was sourced from China, It i dination
14 encouragin ndia’s trade surpluswith the Even before (-.dvmn India changed its | and in some cases funded CI“h betweeﬂ ionsh ly | h . Diakogue
38 has bees d dedeficitwith | policy ] aimed | by loans from Chinese the two nations fimport d betl:
C i years As | primarily i pey Nowingin | banks ) & e
i of March,India had a cusrent account sur- (mmUun.n Thisadverselyaffectedatleast | diate goods included s snapped ties cgvries like specialty | But in the past two years, China's
d $2 i s, i Iy depe chemicals, dectronics, and chemicals. Ladakh and
fallow at The Takshashita da $48 billion & China. Dueto | textile fibre and fabrics,  that could have c:ls and auto ancillaries, | Dokkam, but clwv\ixmu in the South China
Institution, an independent with Lhuu Inall hkclmuud this trend | the changed law, Chinese investorshaveto | while those of consumer India’s exports were | Sea, Hong Kong and the Indo Paci
centre for itnotfocthedis- | nowapply throwgh our consulste. andatthe | products spanned 3 wide spelt greater  improving Therewssabo | dminished lht'wuq)u‘ulmluuml\'
education in publc policy. ruption of covid-19 and the fatal milit time of writing this, there s word thatalmost | variety, from gadgets to i i

clashin Galwan Valley Despite thorny bor-

;I.uuluﬂs. including most lmvnll) rm 72
daysat Doklam,

100applications awaitapproval. Ganesha idols. value for both o bridge the deficit. The
didwe get here?Such Most tellingly. India’s de deficit was partly oft
om e on sourci setby s capialinons

¢ ix months ago. For nearly two | ac uwptumuuum.dmgmhuuw'nnmn Thepresent valueof Chi

for neardy . An eyeball-to-eyeball
controntation at the bordes has alwaysheen
defused before it could get nasty. But after
the incident of 15 June, in which 20 Indian as
well as an unspecified number of Chinese
soldiers were killed in eastern Ladakh, the

decades, trade growth has been vigorous,
although skewed in China's favour. In 2001,
Indiawis ranked 19 ssan export destination
for China. This rank rose o 6 in 15 years,
clearly showing

Cl huu alw incs w:m.-d dr .mu\na]l\ APlsare

India is about S8 billion, but th u-lsmme
Somiich o

\\’:lhhghlvnn(m,nxsbcu:mm;,lmk'lublr

p trom eco-
nomic and trade relations, no matter how

mutually the Latter may be.
“Thedecoupding may be gradualand pot total.

ceutical indust vhich exports generic
drugs. These low-cost generics help keep

g
the Indianconsumer to Chinese producers.

low for India as well asits

exchange reserves y
Indian infrastructure projects can practi-
cally wip

out India’s trade deficit. This

But th dynamic eco-
nomic, strategic and cultural ties has cooled
off, atleast for the foresseable future. Unless.

ler and wiser heads prevail, that promise

trade partners. Today, more than 68% of

will
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MASKED, I ADVANCE.

— RENE DESCARTES
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SACHIN AUTOPILOT

If Ashok Gehlot and his deputy are to blame for the current
mess, Soniaand Rahul are the co-accused — all four need to reset

in Rajasthan,

Thoothukudi to Kanpur

The police are in the dock. Reforms must start
with the political system

PRAKASH SINGH

POLICE WAS IN the news for the right rea-
sonstillyesterday —forits humanitarian role
during the pandemic. It was lauded as “the
frontline of the frontline” and even the prime
minister said that “the human and sensitiv
side of policing has touched our hearts”.
Unfortunately, the pendulum has very soon

‘The brutal treatment of a father and son
olice station of

Thoothukudi ditric n Tamil Nadu,result-
ing in their death, exposed the ugly face of

N 2018, AFTER the C past the
Vasundhara Raj Ashok Gehlot e chief minister and Sachin
Pilothis deputy. That was clearly not e end ofthe leadership tusslein the Congress. swung to the other extreme.
Iewas, infact, lperslslenl un-
bothG
bl: hlotmore, 3
ButPilotisn't :Ifthe No.2job, asitwas defined,

‘was too small for him, he should not have Lal&en it. Sulking about the CM when you are his
overnance. Rnr(h|s time, Gehlo(

the police. It showed that the police are still
relying on medieval methodsin their day to
day working and that custodial torture con-
fserious concern. What

musr ibility for
10 Pilot, among others, by the Rajasthan Polce's SpecialOperation Group,to record their

was worse, the supervisory officers abdi-
cated their responsibility and failed in their

C After that, an all- ‘political played out
inaCe i MLAs ope camps, be-
ingferried tinted ik Allthi

staple of an Opposit i i i ids — takes place,
apparently coincidentally.

But f Gehlot must own the larger share of the blame for the Congress unraveling in

Jaipur,itis the party Ifitknew of the patchy peace
ingCM oulditnot hatdid

it What itputin to prevent a break-
down like this one? There is no evidence that either Sonia Gandhi or Rahul Gandhi ad-
L ‘ongres:

the CMvs Deputy CM conflictin Jaipur unattended,and andgrow.

the
delinquent police personnel and getting
them arrested.Itis a great pity that the high
court had to step in and the case had to be
handed over to the CBI. The situation could
have been easily defused if the officers had
risen tothe occasion and ensured action un-
der the law. We are now faced with the em-
barrassment of the UN Secretary General
wanting the incident to be investigated.

On top of that, we have an encounter in
Kanpur where a criminal wanted for the
murder of eight policemen waskilled by UP
Police under circumstances which have
raised uncomfortable questions. These

laidit

woul

‘We must have a law which
debars persons with serious
criminal cases from entering
the assemblies and
Parliament. Secondly, the
criminal justice system must
be revamped as
recommended by the
Malimath Committee.
Thirdly, the Supreme Court's
directions on police reforms
must be implemented.

‘There was hardly any follow-up action.
And it was futile to expect any decisive
action. Politics in the country was gradually
entering a murky phase. The mafiosi, who
were hitherto supporting the politicians
from outside, had decided to enter the fray.
They started contesting elections on party
tickets. It is a sad reflection on our democ-
racy that the number of members of parlia-
mentwith criminal background has been go-
ing up with every successive election. It was,
according to the Association of Democratic
Reforms, 30 per cent in 2009, 34 per cent in
2014and 43 per centin 2019, The present UP
Assembly has 36 per cent or 143 MLAs with
criminal cases against them. What do we ex-
pect from them in their constituencies ex-
cept that the should turn a

eral crime, as recommended by the Second
Administrative Reforms Commission,
should be accepted and offences which have
all-India ramifications or are trans-national
in character, like those of terrorism and or-
ganised crimes, should be brought within
iits ambit. It may sound like asking for too
much, but we have been discussing the need
for such measures for a long time. Is it not
time to take up these reforms in right
eamest? The journey of a thousand miles,
they say, begins with the first step. Let that
step be taken at least.

The aftermath of George Floyd being
choked to death by awhite policemanin the
US has lessons for us. There were country-
wide protests and demonstrations. The
D i Bill

blindeyeto,ifnotsupport their
and also of their henchmen? The nexus has
Jiferated. i

icein Policing Act for police re-
forms. President Donald Trump, responding
tothe demand for police re-

years. It creates where the

forms, signed an executive order on June 16

criminals who are part of the nexus are able
to dodge the due processes of law. After all,
Vikas Dubey had 62 FIRsagainst him, includ-
ing seven of murderand eight of attempt to
mrder,and ye he was roaning fee.

to establish a database which would track
police officers with excessive use of force
complaints n their records. It would, besides,
givethe police departmentafinancial incen-
tive to adopt best practices and encourage

What have
(0be bl andeforme et s i
the political system. We must have a law
which debars persons with serious criminal
cases from entering the assemblies and the
Parliament. Secondly, the criminal justice

in which social
workers would join the police whenthey re-
spond to non-violent calls involving mental
health, addiction and homeless issues. In
India, has any member of parliament even
spoken of the need for police reforms?

Fourthly, an

weneed to goto the root ofthe problem.

Asfarbackas 1993, the Vohra Committee

low thei inRajasthan —just asit led to the collapse, ealier, of
theexitof indi
s-overtothe BJP. centreof the party.if ,could
well stoke other simmering factional state units,
Congress governments.

Whichever way the Gehlotvs Pilo face- nﬂgocs this muchisclear: The Congress needs

t uum

atitscentre.Itcannot

had submitted a report on the nexus be-
tweenthe riminal,policansandgovern-

ives of
the police/CBI/NIA,
Intelligence Bureau, Income
Tax department, Revenue

by the Malimath Committee. Thirdly, the
Supreme Court's directions on police re-

ur
wall. Any spark of police misconduct of the
kind that happened in Thoothukud could

forms must be Fourthly, an
institution comprising representatives of the
police/CBI/NIA, Intelligence Bureau, Income

popularin-
dignation and protests across the country.
We must, without further delay, build an en-

ment ,
the Committee, clearly stated that “the net—
workof the mafia s virtually running a par-
allel pushin;

forthe Congress,fitwi forthe polity
healthy national party of the Opposition.

A CASE FOR BAIL

First, Varavara Rao must get the urgent medical care he needs
— that s his right, and the humane state response

HEGO) MUST urgent Iy of ailed Telugu
poet and civilrights activist, Varavara Rao, to shift him to a hospital in view of
s medial condltion anid the pandeic. Rao, 815 currentlyin Taloja i,
i with 10 others

minister Jitendra Awhad, on Sunday, confirmed the family’s worries about Rao's deterio-

rating led to the Centre to" ift him to a hospital”.
Courts have repeatedly held that bail is the rule and jail is the exception. However,
they have been conspicuously reluctant to apply this principle in Rao's case — his bail
pleas have been rejected several times. The accused in the Elgar Parishad case — public

tus to irrelevance”, and suggested that an
institution be set up to effectively deal with
the menace. There were heated discussions
in Parliament, but the matter ended there.

and

and
Directorate should be set up
tomonitor the activities of i thL
‘mafia and criminal syndi

Enforcement Directorate should be set up
to monitor the activities of the mafia and
criminal syndicates in the country and en-

action against them. Fifthly,a

in the country and ensure
stringent action against them.

Central acton the lines of MCOCA should be
enacted to curb the activities of organised
criminal gangs. Sixthly, the concept of fed-

ironment
ment of service to the people, where mon-
sters like Dubey do not thrive and become a
menace to society.

The writer was formerly Director General of
Police, UP, DGP Assam and Director-General
ofthe Border Security Force

A BETTER LENDING

Banks need to set aside credit for new firms, raise disbursements

RADHIKA PANDEY AND AMRITA PILLAI

THEGOVERNMENTS initiatives announced
inthe stimulus package have been geared to-
wards helping MSMEs maintain liquidity
and for ensuring greater credit availability.

der i ian Unlawful Activities (P Act,whichallow ex-
tended detention withouttrial and bail. The chargesheet filed by the NIA holds that Rao,
who has been awaiting trial since August 2018, is a senior member of the banned CPI
(Maoist)and that he conspired to organise the Elgar Parishad, but his advanced age and
precarious health clearly heisin o condition to derail th

cy credit line, the
debt provisionand the equity infusion meas-
ure, apart from the long-awaited reform to
the MSME definition, have been significant
interventions. Itis important, however, toex-
amine how game-changing they have been

tamper with evidence. The Supreme Court has ruled in the past that membership of a
proscribed organisation is not sufficient reason to deem a person a criminal. Rao — and
his co-accused c
tosurround their incarceration in the first place.

The Maharashtra police had claimed nearly two years ago that the Elgar Parishad, a
public gathering of Dalit and Left-leaning groups in Pune on December 31,2017, was or-
ganised ‘The Parishad forinciting the vi-
olence that rocked by Dalit groups at the next

63 crore
MSMEs that employ 11 crore people across
the country.

A recent nationwide survey, conducted
by the All India Manufacturing Organisation
(AIMO), found that 78 per cent of small com-
panies’ owners were not satisfied with the
implementation of the package. The results
of the survey also suggest that transmission

day. Investigators claim to have unearthed a conspiracy and arrested political activists
from across the country — most of them had not attended the Parishad. With several
questions hanging over the veracity ofthe police claims,ts necessary to have aspeedy
trial and closure in the ca: widely respected and icians under
aprolonged cloud of suspicion in prison does not behove a iberal democracy that re-
spects free speech g bail.

T E

America's scoffer-in-chief has appeared in a mask for the first
time. This deep into the pandemic, it's just a black joke

HE EPITHET OF “masked man"” usually signals that the Phantom, Batman or

onthe ground 85 per cent
of the sector may not benefit from . In an-
other survey carried out by FICCI-Dhruva
Advisors, 79 per centof respondents believed
that the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS) has not yielded the desired
results, while 70 per cent say that they
haven't vailed the benefits of loans and in-
terest moratorium. As of July 4, Rs 1.14 lakh
crore worth of loans have been sanctioned.
However, only close to half that amount
sanctioned has been disbursed.

Even before COVID, the MSME sector was
marred by rampant informality, stunted
‘growth and borea heavy share of the compli-
ance burden. It is important to periodically
assess and identify measures that could ease
these challenges that have been exacerbated
by thepandemic and providerlief o these

will start ButDonald
Trump, admiring hll“selfm amask, has invoked the West al\d discovered a

busin nd regulatory
support, P sector, there isa clear

ration inthe strictest privacy, being a resolute foe of masks. He had said that he did not

The current scheme is open
only to MSMEs who have a
Rs 25-crore loan outstanding
and a turnover of up to Rs
100 crore. This implies that
fresh borrowers cannot avail
of this scheme. Such
MSMEs need to be targeted
to bring them into the
formal credit ecosystem.

The Global Alliance for
Entrepreneurship’s (GAME) National Task
Force on MSMEs recommendations hold the
‘promise of not just short-term survival but
also of helping MSMES thrive.

‘This entails ensuring credit reaches those
who need it the most. Credit growth to
MSMEs, in particular, has declined —a clear
signofisk hasonly

cent of enterprises in the MSME sector are
micro-enterprises that are largely informal.
‘These 6.3 crore micro-enterprises comprise of
one-person businesses/self-employed per-
sonsand unitsthat employ less than 10 work-
ers. Small enterprises, at an estimated 3.3
lakh, are the next highest in number. Post the
upward revision in turnover limits of
ber of en-

become worse. Lending to micro and small
enterprises has contracted 34 per cent, while
i ises. it ;

terprises will be eligible for benefits enlisted
for this sector. To ensure that these enter-
insuchasituation,

per cent. The RBI has clarified that Member
Lending Institutions (MLIs) shall assign zero
per cent risk weight on credit facilities ex-
tended under the scheme since these are

mandating a certain percentage of credit

guaranteed loans to micro and small enter-

prises could offer them necessary succour.
‘Third, bridge the gap between the

backed byan
‘guarantee by the government. Despite this, a
laginloan disbursalsis seen, especially with
private sector banksstill hesitant tolend, but
even when doing so, preferring to disburse
larger loans.

Inlightof

under the ECLGS. It could be that state-
owned banks are under pressure to show
that the scheme has received a good re-
sponse, and hence are giving automatic sanc-
tions to all eligible borrowers.
DI however,

the GAME-sponsored task force recommen-
dations,a few changes to the current system
of credit support are proposed herewith.
First, set aside credit for new-to-credit
MSMES with a focus of bringing them into
the formalised fold. The current scheme is
openonly toMSMEs who have aRs 25-crore
loan outstanding and a turnover of up to Rs

actual credit needs of the borrower. Another
reason could be that a borrower can avail
only 20 per cent of the outstanding loan
amount. For those MSMES that have repaid
theirloans, the window of fresh loans is very
small. Such prescriptions need to be exam-
ined to ensure that MSMEs in genuine need

of credit are not left out.

100 crore.
cannot avail of this scheme. Such MSMEs
need to be targeted to bring them into the
formal credit ecosystem. The Task Force has
recommended that Rs 1 lakh crore be set

Fourth, sch igibility, application
processes, and benefits need to be conveyed
more simply. While the CHAMPIONS portal
has a comprehensive information base and
exhaustive FAQs, these need to be dissemi-

aside for izelc of
Rs 1 lakh to frst-time MSME borrowers.
Second, mandatea definite percentage of
credit guaranteed loansto be released tomi-
cro and small businesses. Ninety-nine per

channels.

Pandey and Pillai are Fellow and Research
Fellow at NIPFP. Views are personal

“presidents dictators, kings, queen: |namaskHe
codeof whichind ctive:
“Thataman should make he most/of what equipment he has."
trusty scout) to hi
ofthe pandemic. that the citizen pread-
ingthe disease. tion of this i asanex-

ample tohis flock, who abhor masks for interfering with “God's wonderful breathing sys-
tem’" He hasscoffed at politcal foe Joe Biden for being responsible and wearing a mask.
His recentshow atMount ry fewwore
masks. The results are awaited.

But Trump's mask politics may be making the sensible Republican voter uncomfort-
able,anda changeof tackisvisible. Trump alter Reed
military hospital. He thought it would ounter-
ing the vulnerable. The English would have said that itslike closing the stable door after

, whoare more
lactc fter the act. And while meeting kings, queens and tinpot dictators, Trump willre-
istently, unmasked. God help them in

isit veteransat the

follow.

Jury 14,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

CONGRESS PARLEYS

mand’s message othe Andhra CM. Reddysaid

unduRao

‘WORKERS' STIR
‘THEINDUSTRIAL WORKERS of Faridabad and

had

Pradesh CM Chenna Reddy during his brief
stopover at Hyderabad. The Andhra Home
Minister M MJashim was also present at the
meeting. Political circles attach great signifi-
cance to the meeting in view of the fact that
Reddy has been “sounded” out by the party's

- o di " B

the state at. re on the warpath again.

Intelligence sources say that the situation is
‘VAJPAYEE ON ASSAM “highly explosive” and if urgent steps are not
THE PRESIDENT Of taken, whowere

Atal Bihari Vajpayee, has urged the Centre to
resume talks with the leaders of the Assam
movement on the foreigners issue without

adreached

acritical state and the failure to arrive at a so-

involved in violent acts in October last year,
might repeatit.

FLOOD THREATS
UTTARPRADESH S bracingitselffor floodsin

todisc
state. Raois also a member of the Congress's
: f

his colleagues maintain that the two leaders
“had just met over acup of tea” butinformed

he said. The govern-
memwasobllgedmtakea “sympatheticand

sources that the high com-

*,the BJP leader said.

New Delhi

r
its course leading to its confluence with
the Ganga.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Decoupling from China goes completely against Europe's interests. Despite

competition between the two sides,
resources for Europe to keep being powerful”

China provides irreplaceable market
—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Amid crisis, lessons in statecraft

As Britain recognises that China can’t be the anchor of its post-Brexit foreign economic and strategic
policies, Delhi has a huge opening to restructure its relationship with London

BY C. RAJA MOHAN

'WHILE SHASHI THAROOR and William
Dalrymple were writingbest-sellers trashing
British colonialism in India, the Chinese, it
‘turns out, were buying up the current British
establishment. Recent reports from London
indicate how expansive the Chinese infiltra-
tion of the British ruling caste has been.

Butfirstto theanti-imperialist tradition of
Delhi and Beijing. The Communist Party of
China(CCP)isnoless anti-imperialist than the
Indian nationalists. The “century of humilia-
tion” at the hands of Britain and other
European powersis central to the CCP's narra-
tive. Beijing never lets Britain forget the Opium
‘Warsof the mid-19th century and the unequal
treaties timposed on China.

There is one big difference, though, be-
tween Indian and Chinese anti-imperialism.
The Indianelite s utterly comfortable,ata per-
sonallevel, withits British peers. Britainisone
place where the Indian diaspora has thrived
reachesof

the British political class. Yet Delhi has strug-
gledoshed s compulste pubiic postring
against Bri

CommumstCI\ma ontheotherhand, be-

dented under President XiJinping.
Inindia though, it seems the CCP did not
have to try atall. Delhi was more than eager
to pre-emptively defer to Beijing’s sensitivi-
ties, despite the many challenges that China
Discussing

Britain. But over the last two decades, the CCP

theideologcalsouresofhatpoicywillbea
Let us turn, instead, to

its strategic in-
fluence in Britain. While the CCP has success-

what India can learn from China’s successful

the mid-
20th century into near acquiescence in the

First, the Chinese emphasis on separat-

early 21st century, Delhifinds it
rate the inherited grievances fromits current
strategic imperatives.

Arecent British report leaked to the press

D
of national interest. The CCP has never dis-
owned its founding ideology nor has it for-
gotten China's past conflicts with imperialist

inL towhich
China and its global companies like Huawei
have penetrated Britain's once mighty insti-
tutions, Titled “Elite Capture”, the report out-
lines how Beijingis convertingthe British rul-
ing class — from the Lords to senior
bureaucrats, ministers to media persons and
business tycoons touniversity donsinto “use-
fulidiots” in promoting Chinese interests.
The report dates elite capture to the David
Lond

powers. But|
lessly moving from an alliance with the
Soviet Union and a confrontation with the
US in the 1950s to embracing imperialist
America in the 1970s. It leveraged the part-
nershipwith the USinthe 19805 toelevateits
position in the global system and now chal-
lenges American primacy.

Second, instead of treating the West as a
collctive, China continually robed the in-

c
nounced a “golden era” in bilateral relations.
Ajust-released book, Hidden Hand by Clive
Hamilton, a Brtish author, and Mareike

. The reporton
eh[e capture says that separating Britain from
theUSand weakeningthe Five Eyesallianceof
theAnglsphere (el LK. G sl

Ohlberg,

themajorob-

of Cl

jEClIVES of China

seographies—including ritin —andntr-
national institution:

Infuencing orein ltes hasalwaysbeen
part of statecraft. But the Chinese may have
crossed the line betweenalegitimateeffortat
winning support in other d the.

UK. Earlier this year, the UK had decided to
break from the US and turn to Huawei for its
5G future.

It seemed to confirm the assessment of
Hamilton and Ohlberg, cited by the Briish

on

media: are the CCP'sinfluence
it Britain ha

to shape decisi nation

To be sure, the CCPis also building on the
Leninist tradition that underlined the impor-
tance of using the capitalist contradictions to
advance socialism. Vladimir Lenin, who led
the Russian Revolution and founded the Soviet
Union, had famously declared that greedy
capitalists will be happy to sell the rope that
communistsintend to hang them with. While

to extricate itself from Beijing’s orbit would
probably fail" That brings us to the third les-

8

n.

‘Whileinfluenceoperations canshape pol-
icy evolution in targeted nations, they cer-
tainly can'teliminate politics. It srather hard,
inthe end, to turna nation against itselffor a
prolonged period of time. While China was

tics over the last century, the CCP's emphasis
oninfluence operations hasacquired unprece-

overacritical section of the
it elite, there was amajor revolt in the
Conservative Party against the Huawei deci-

CRSasikumar

sion. Coupled with pressure from the US,

India, like the US

Both must recognise: P!
fraternity and dignity p

ledges of liberty, equality,
ossess much broader pull

than hardening notions of nationalism

RAJMOHAN GANDHI

AsVarshneyobserves, these demonstra-
tions are similar to the anti-CAA protests that
crowded chowks and baghs across India in
the final months of 2019 and in January
2020, as India’s Muslims opposed being
legally shoved ntosecond-class status,and
many of India’s non-Muslims also refused
totolerate thatdiscrimination. Then COVID-
19imposedits restraints.

AUS where Blacks are routinely denied

‘THIS ARTICLE HOPES to add to Ashutosh

Varshney’s convincing comparison (‘The

same shrinking!, IE, July 6) of the current

Indian and American scenes and in partic-

ular, of African-Americans and India’s

Muslims. After pointingoutthatthough, un-
ha thou

respect con-
fiont Chinainanideological battle. The same
istrue for an Indiawhere persons from reli-
gious minorities cannot be confident that
the police would protect them.
Ontheotherhand, fcollectiveexertions
can bring it about, an India working sin-
cerely for justice, iberty, equality and fra-

onindianthronesinadistant past, today, like

ternity forallits
peopleof China, who mustbetroubled by

nority, Varshney offers this conclusion: “A
democracy s not a proper democracy un-
less it safeguards minorities. And if the mi-
norities are also poor, the protection be-
comes even more necessary.”

My first additional point, a pretty obvi-
ousone,isthat another large country, China,
looms over both the Indian and American
scenes, and that for both nations their rela-
tionship with China is critical. My second
point, also hardly original, is that while the
democracies of india and the US may both
be deficient in serious ways, they being
democ i hina

supposed compatriots in Hong Kong
Xinjiangand Tibet.

Fortunately, Prime Minister Narendra
Modidid notseektoderide the Chinese peo-
ple when he flew to meet our soldiers in
Ladakh and from that altitude conveyed
India’s resolve to meet any challenge. He
could have used the occasionalsotosay that
Indiastood for the liberty, equality and fra-
temnity of alits people, irrespective of their
religion or caste, but he didn't.

A declaration from the Himalayan
heights that India would protect everyones

view the relationship with China. He is ex-
pected to announce at least a partial British
dissociation from Huawei this week.

But the biggest lesson, however, is that

inafundamental way.

Ofthe three countries, only Chinastyles
itselfas “the People’s Republic”. However,a
shortphrase withiwhich both he American
and Indian in— “We he

rite

democratic
topeoplewithinand beyond India, ot
‘Was never on the cards.Instead, Modi seems
to have used the Ladakh visit to underline
his, and by implication his government's,
“Hinduness".

" has not so far

Inhisfirst People All know
term, i ration, not intoday's China, e united any Muslim-majority country —not
effort to reach out that seemed theirruler: Iran, not Afghanist:

tohave petered out. Britain'sincorrigible bal-
ancing act between India and Pakistan and
London's continuing reluctance to think of
Delhiinstrategicterms tendsto put off Delhi.

Delhi

My third point will be, for some, less
pulatable Dermoctacisinbethndiaand he

not Pakistan, not any
other.Ithas not united even the Muslims of
any country. Chnsuan Americans form a

nlogy of White supremacy threatens
racy, India's democracy is

should set tselfa political challenge — to de-
cisively tumn Britainin favourof india.IfBefjing
could nearly subvert London, Delhi has
enough equities to promote a change in the
Britishestablishment’s attitude towards India.

S, but their “Cl
has not turned. Amentans intoasingle peo-
ple.“Hinduness” has ot sufficed o kep

India and the US face a similar external
challengetoo: pushtobe-

s Miuslims, Sikis, Chrisdans and
Buddhists struggle against

come the worlds number one power. As to
what fuels that push, | would let experts in

a majoradversa
Pledges and remindersofliberty,equal-

While influence operations
can shape policy evolution in
targeted nations, they
certainly can't eliminate
politics. Itis rather hard, in
theend, to turn a nation

As the external affairs minister thepoliticshistoryandpsychologyofChina ity, fraternity and dignity possess a much
Jaishankar told a business  explain. But broader pull,

ummit itain remai undersuch US, Indiaorelse-

atoptier and“Hi i "inany where, seem to inspire millions of others.

fluence, enjoys special relations with the US
and Europe, andisan important global hubof
research and innovation. In other words,

tion with China’s drive.
In his frantic bid to retain the White
House, President Donald Trump repeat-

thatcan
help expand India'sstrategic options.

In the last two decades, Delhi has man-
aged to change the dynamics ofits ties with

against itself for a prols
period of time. While China
was close to winning over a
critical section of the British
elite, there was a major revolt
in the Conservative Party
against the Huawei decision.
Coupled with pressure from
the US, Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has begun to review
the relationship with China.
He is expected to announce
atleast a partial British
dissociation from Huawei
this week.

ef-
fort.C

ans of COVID-19's ori-
gin in China. His fans yell with delight
when, a malicious grin widening on his
face, Trump calls the disease "Kung FIu”,

Occasionally, they also invite questions.

IntheUS,the questionsseem tobe about
asenseof proportion and limits. Thus a tar-
geting, fortunately rare, of persons like
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln
betrays anirrational demand for perfection
from figures ofhistory,The demand mayalso
e unwise, forit

notcaring that the racist slur

with Paris in the last two years. It needs to
launch a similar effort with London that is
coming out of a prolonged strategic infatua-
tion with Beijing.

As Britain recognises that China can't be
theanchorofits post-Brexit foreigneconomic

ild adefence of humili-

of

al h

Cl L
includingin China.

Unfortunately for Trump, a great many
intheUSand the restof the world are aware
that his racist taunts often extend (either
plainly or merely with a wink) to African

But the keenest question induced inan
Indian like me, who has been watching for
‘weeks America’s remarkable re-examina-
tion of ts culture,is this: When next will
Indians of diverse backgrounds march for

Dalit

Delhi hasa huge open-
ondon.

Latin A dA

Tharoor and Dalrymple are right to engage
with our tragic past with Britain, but South
Block must necessarily focus on the present
and future possibilities with Whitehall.

The writer is director of Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore and a contributingeditor on

 Amorefor-
tunate reality, noticed by the whole world,is
the recent decline of American smugness.
Recognising the depth of their country’s
racial injustices, protesters have continued,
dayafter day, tofill America'sstreets.

d Andwhile
marching, honour the ones brutally killed
by proclaiming their names?

The writer teachesat the University of
llinoisat Urbana-Champaign

almost every comer ofthe world. The depre-

Seva in a pandemic

dwara’ the Delhi Poli
rformed

by GuruNanakin the 15th cen-

dationsof mil-
lions of jobs and unleashed a humanitarian
crisis that s exacerbated by hunger and star-
vation. Tomitigate the crisis, governmentsall
overtheworld have come outwith economic
packagestoprovideinterim relief to their cit-

izens. Remedymg theeconomybystateinter-
ntio

ingla Sahib. A re-
cent New York Times article has highlighted
the American experience of langa, highlight-
ing both how Sikhs ran kitchens to help the
COVID-19-affected as well as how they have
fed the protesters of the Black Lives Matter
movemem The article notes that people of-

food

ven ussed but there
are many instances of non-market interven-

tury, the new reli

equitable. Itis perhaps akin to a progressive
taxinspirit,only thatitisatransfer by volun-

as well as humanity. The practice of a free

compas-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

APPEAL FOR RAO

ACCORDING TO PRESS reports and the
statement of his family, the renowned
Telugu poet and writer, P Varavara Rao
is extremely ill in Taloja jail. He is suf-
fering from low levels of sodium and
potassium as diagnosed by the J ]
Hospital, Mumbai, where his treatment
was abruptly terminated and he was
taken back toTaloja jailin Navi Mumbai.
“This s a life-threatening situation for
someone who is 81 years of age, and
suffers from high blood pressure and
heart conditions. We appeal to the
G tof and the

hen servin
‘without any discrimination was established
by Guru Nanak and since then, the tradition
‘has become well-known all over the globe.
This practice derives its meaning from the

Nanunal Investigation Agency to facili-

IDEAS

NLINE

L] MAKING ISLAMABAD

JAY MANOJ SANKLECHA

www.indianexpress.com

‘The challenges posed by the pandemic of Raoto]]
have exposed many ul lnesin ou society Hospltal Rao poses no flight risk and
i llinvesti-

quale socialsafety netshave made millonsof

touchstone of

1ch times, the institu-

gations for the past 22 months, There s

nities have extended a helping hand, based
solely on the principles of . The
exceptional role o cvil society, NGOs and re-

forfree Inced thedd d specta-
cleof thisl. whichis
outside the excl\ange economy, have sur-
prised many peopl notin
thcmudsmrcxtramdunarycvcms.onccxam—

these challeng- show,John Torode’s

ingtimes has becomea fine example of what
we can callamoral economy — relations that
are sustained over time following a moral
principle. One such institution s the practice
of Guru Ka Langar in gurdwaras all over the
globe.

I Delisnce the staco the COVID-19
locl

Asia, where we see the host being visibly

no reason in law or conscience to hold
the

ophy—"kiratkaro )“naam
japo” (contemplate the various names of God),
and “vand chako” (share with others). As is
well known, caste and religious divides are
well entrenched in Indian society and often

characterise it The sharing of meals by peo-

tionoflangar,
of equality and progressiveness, provides a
glimmer of hope that strong institutions
whether they are created in the societal, eco-
nomic, or religious sphere can stand any
storm, Langar is one such practice based on
inthere-

visk to his fragle healthTo knowingly
risk thelife of a person instate custody
by refusing proper medical treatment
would amount to a form of the "en-
counter”, an extra-legal punishment
which the State institutions are duty-
bound to forego.

Rmml.‘l'nupal' Pﬁbintl"auulk,Dwalﬂ

movedby thelangarattheGokden emplen onthefloor of inclusion and
Amritsa theunder- theirsoc Fits-kind ligious sphere that helps everyone and any-
tanding that this Sikh pracice s someth practice. one in times of hunger. The choice is for
exceptional. Seongsaladder toget closer toGod. The i i i instituti

In the Sikh religion, the notion of “seva”
(service) is particularly manifest in Guru ka
e stin G

toothers,whether they bein the form ofbod-
ily, mental, and material gestures, require a

wcry dayatthe Gurdwara Bangla Saiblone,
with thesevadarsworking 18-hourshifts This
helped in feeding the migrant workers who

I
of a gift economy, following the sociologist
David Cheal, who sees gift-giving as “nstitu-

“This hasgen-
erated institutions such as the round-the-
clock langar, which in tum, can be sustained

the
lockdown. Recently, the gurdwara has also
started an initiative called "Meals on Wheels

omy’"The langar puts
into operation the actof seva - with the gur-
dwara forming the backbone on which such

is provided by a large number of daily offer-
ings in the form of money and other goods.
The offering in cash and kind can be thought

it
divide and carve out exclusionary spaces or
builds strongand protean institutions, like the
practice of langar, that bring the human race
togetherin trying times withoutany discrim-
ination.

Jain,

HAKIM’S CONFLICT

'THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Office of
pmn cloud over Firhad Hakim, EC

and
student, Centre for the Study of Lawand
Governance, JNU

from Chief Secy’ IE,

July 12), Firhad Hakim should show a
commitment tomoral values by resign-
ing. Incidentally, Sonia Gandhi set an
example by resigning as the
Chairperson of the NAC in 2006 even
before ECI's petition against her.
SSPaul, Nadia

SINKING SHIP

‘THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Crisis in
Rajasthan, Cong says party intact' (IE,
July 13). Defections have been a part
politics in India since long, but what is
happening with the Congress in
Gujarat, MP and other states is indeed
‘exodus. It may stoponly after “interim”
president Sonia Gandhi,like the captain
of asinking ship, jumpslast.

Varin Dhir, Ahmedabad

New Delhi
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A crisis in pause
Pilot overplayed his hand, but the Congress
leadership should have stepped in early
lhe brewing rebellion in the Rajasthan Congress
Tlusl its fizz midway but the rivalry between Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and his deputy Sachin Pi-
Tot will continue to haunt the party’s government in the
State. M. Pilot appears to have overplayed his hand, in
the process exposing himself to potential retribution by
the veteran who is known to be as ruthless to adversar-
ies as he is loyal to followers. The Deputy Chief Minister
had claimed the support of 30 of the 107 Congress
MLAs in the State, but the show of strength on Monday
turned in a different picture. More than 100 MLAs ap-
pear to have attended a meeting of the Congress Legis-
lature Party, which is above the halfway mark in the
200-strong Assembly. As the head of the Congress State
unit, Mr. Pilot played a crucial role in the victory of the
party in 2018 and his disappointment at losing the top
post to Mr. Gehlot soon became a festering wound into
which the latter only rubbed salt. The Gehlot camp has
accused Mr. Pilot of hobnobbing with the BJP to topple
the government. By going public with his resentment
and marshalling legislators in his camp to BJP-ruled Ha-
ryana, Mr. Pilot gave a fillip to speculation that the BJP
‘was involved as it was in toppling the Congress govern-
ment in Madhya Pradesh in March. Any such move
would have been a dishonouring of the mandate that
Mr. Pilot himself laboured for in Rajasthan in 2018.
Uninterested or incapable, the Congress central lea-
dership was asleep as storm clouds were gathering over
its government in Rajasthan. Factional fights have been
endemic in the Congress, but ambitious and impatient
leaders are usually kept in check by the alertness of the
central leadership. Rahul Gandhi often takes the plea
that he is not the party president and Sonia Gandhi,
‘who is the president, defers to her son, creating a loop
of power vacuum and lack of accountability in the par-
ty. There is despondency at all levels in the Congress,
still reeling from two consecutive Lok Sabha election
routs. Many leaders have left the party for greener pas-
tures. The friction between Mr. Pilot and Mr. Gehlot is
also emblematic of a larger issue of a halting generation-
al transition in the Congress. To say that Mr. Pilot, who
became a Member of Parliament at the age of 26, Union
Minister in his mid-thirties and Deputy Chief Minister at
41, is not recognised in the Congress is laughable. At the
same time, there is a strong case for infusion of younger
blood on a massive scale in the party. Far from relent-
lessly searching for new ideas and people, the Congress
leadership is throwing away the limited assets it has by
sheer callousness. The averted disaster in Rajasthan
will return in a new avatar if nothing is done. It will take
alot of blood and toil for the Congress to take the battle
to the BJP’s camp; but before anything, the party must
put its house in order.

Gains from rains

Asteady, well-spread monsoon spells
good news for farmers and the economy

o far, India appears to be having a good run with
S the monsoon. As of the most recent data available

from the India Meteorological Department (IMD),
rainfall during the season has been 14% more than what
is usual for this period. The month of June only ac-
counts for about 17% of the monsoon rainfall spanning
June-September. It is the month during which the mon-
soon sets in and that process can sometimes be delayed
for as much as a week. June is also when the monsoon
begins its journey from two extremities of the country.
One branch starts its journey northwards from Kerala
and the other wing — called the Bay of Bengal branch —
enters India from the southeast. Both branches even-
tually converge in the north and usually, this merging
and strengthening of the monsoon currents over the
mainland takes at least until July 15. The IMD never fore-
casts the possible rainfall likely during June because of
the vagaries involved in onset and the pace of the jour-
ney. This year, two significant things happened. The
monsoon set in at a textbook date of June 1. This was
even after concerns that Cyclone Amphan that had rav-
aged West Bengal would delay the monsoon’s entry into
India from the Andaman Sea. The second factor was the
record pace at which the monsoon covered the coun-
try. Along with the monsoon onset this year, the IMD
announced arevision to the onset and withdrawal dates
across several cities. According to this, the monsoon co-
vered India’s northern and western borders no later
than July 8 as opposed to the previous historical date of
July 15. This year, however, the monsoon broke even
this speed limit and covered the country by June 25 — at
a pace that was unprecedented since 2013.

The net result of all this: more rainy days in June and

a fairly even distribution across the country. The IMD’s
records show that only on four days in that month did
daily rainfall drop below its historical normal. Except
for northwest India, which is staring at a 3% deficit, the
rainfall in east, south and central India has posted sur-
pluses of 13%20%. While good rains in June signal farm-
ers to prepare the soil and sow kharif crop, the most im-
portant months are July and August. These two months
account for two-thirds of the monsoon rain. This is also
the time the monsoon goes into so-called ‘break’ condi-
tions. Prolonged breaks, or an absence of rainfall, can
even lead to drought. In spite of significant improve-
ments in data gathering and technological advance-
ment, meteorological agencies cannot yet reliably fore-
cast the advent of a break or how long it can last. What
is critical is that ‘normal rains’ also obscure the possibil-
ity of heavy rains or severe droughts in districts or over
larger areas. Therefore, short and medium range fore-
casts need to be strengthened and effectively commun-
icated to the people.
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Enabling people to govern themselves

With the pandemic showing up flaws in governance institutions, this is a better way for humanity to face new challenges

e
=Y
ARUN MAIRA

overnance systems at all le-
‘ vels, i.e. global, national,

and local, have experienced
stress as a fallout of the COVID-19

design. There is a mismatch in the
design of governance institutions
at the global level (and also in In-
dia) with the challenges they are
required to manage. Designed like
‘machines for efficiency, they are
trying to fit themselves into an or-
ganic system of the natural envi-
ronment coupled with human so-
ciety. It seems that government
institutions are square pegs forc-
ing themselves into round holes.
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pandemic. Architectural _flaws
have been revealed in their design.
in man

had to be managed at the same
time — in health care, logistics, bu-
siness, finance, and administra-
tion. The complexity of handling
50 many subsystems at the same
time have overwhelmed gover-
nance. Solutions for one subsys-
tem backfired on other subsys-
tems. For example, lockdowns to
make it easier to manage the
health crisis have made it harder
to manage economic distress si-
multaneously. In fact, the diver-
sion of resources to focus on the
threat to life posed by COVID-19
has increased vulnerabilities to
death from other diseases, and
even from malnutrition in many
parts of India.

A mismatch is evident

Human civilisation advances with
the evolution of better institutions
to manage public affairs. Institu-
tions of parliamentary democracy,
for example, and the limited liabil-
ity business corporation, did not
exist 400 years ago. Institutions of
global governance, such as the Un-
ited Nations and the World Trade
Organization, did not exist even
100 years ago. These institutions
were invented to enable human
societies to produce better out-
comes for their citizens. They have
been put through a severe stress
test now by the global health and
economic crises. The test has re-
vealed a fundamental flaw in their

i
The global challenges listed in the
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(SDGs) of the United Nations,
which humanity must urgently ad-
dress now, are systemic challeng-
es. All these systemic problems are
interconnected with each other.
Environmental, economic, and so-
cial issues cannot be separated
from each other and solved by ex-
perts in silos or by agencies fo-
cused only on their own problems.
A good solution to one can create
more problems for others, as go-
vernment responses to the novel
coronavirus ~ pandemic  have
revealed.

Even if experts in different disci-
plines could combine their per-
spectives and their silo-ed solu-
tions at the global level, they will
not be able to solve the systemic
problems of the SDGs. Because,
their solutions must fit the specific
conditions of each country, and of
each locality within countries too,
to fit the shape of the environment
and the condition of society there.
Solutions for environmental sus-
tainability along with sustainable
livelihoods cannot be the same in
Kerala and Ladakh, or in Wiscon-
sin and Tokyo. Solutions must be
local. Moreover, for the local peo-
ple to support the implementation
of solutions, they must believe the
solution is the right one for them,
and not a solution thrust upon
them by outside experts. There-
fore, they must be active contribu-
tors of knowledge for, and active

participants in, the creation of the
solutions. Moreover, the know-
ledge of different experts — about
the environment, the society, and
the economy — must come togeth-
erto fit realities on the ground.

A case for local systems
Governance of the people must be
not only for the people. It must be
by the people too. Gandhiji and his
economic advisers, J.C. Kumarap-
pa and others, developed their so-
lutions of local enterprises
through observations and experi-
ments on the ground (and not in
theoretical seminars in capital ci-
ties). E.F. Schumacher, founding
editor of the journal, Resurgence,
and author of Small is Beautiful,
had pointed out by the 1970s, the
flaws in the economics theories
that were driving public policy in
capitalist as well as communist
countries. He had proposed a new
economics, founded on local en-
terprise, very consistent with
Gandhiji’s ideas. Elinor Ostrom,
the first woman to win the Nobel
Prize in Economics, in 2009, had
developed the principles for self-
governing communities from re-
search on the ground in many
countries, including India.

‘When there are scientific expla-
nations for why local systems solu-
tions are the best, if not the only
way to solve complex systemic
problems, and when the Indian
Constitution requires this t0o,
then why does not the govern-
ment devolve power to citizens in

villages and towns in India for
them to govern their own affairs?

An Indian anthropologist gave
me an insight. She said she had ob-
served that several Indian Admi-
nistrative Service (IAS) officers she
knew, who seemed to have more
compassion for communities than
their colleagues had, were in-
volved at some time in their c:
reers with the evolution of com-
munity-based public health and
the self-help group movements in
Andhra Pradesh. She contrasted
their views about how change is
brought about with the views of
IAS officers who have implement-
ed the Swachh Bharat programme
recently. The latter, also very fine
officers, saw their role as ‘deliver-
ers of good government’. Whereas
the former, through their expe-
rience, had begun to see that the
role of government is perhaps to
‘enable governance’.

The district Collector

The key IAS functionary in India’s
governance is the District ‘Collec-
tor’ — the role his forebears in the
Indian Civil Services set up by the
British, were expected to perform.
Which was to collect revenues and
to maintain law and order. When,
after Independence, the Indian
state took up a large welfare role,
he also became the District ‘Deli-
verer’ of government largesse. It
strengthened the image of a pater-
nalist government taking care of
its wards. The District Deliverer’s
task became complicated when
the numbers of government
schemes multiplied — some de-
signed by the central government,
and others by State government.
The schemes were managed by
their own ministries and depart-
ments in the capitals, with local
functionaries of those depart-
ments as the points of contact with
citizens. At a meeting of IAS offic-
ers in Shimla with the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
(CAG), sometime in 2013, to un-

To whomsoever it may concern in the INC

The Congress Party needs to reinvent itself and work in a sustained manner if it is to stay politically relevant

2
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P.S. JAYARAMU

calling for statesmanlike lea-

dership to handle the complex
task of rebuilding the nation affect-
ed by the twin challenges of eco-
nomic troubles and the health
pandemic. The premise here is
that the Indian National Congress
(INC) has a golden opportunity to
reinvent itself as the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party-led coalition govern-
‘ment seems clueless about how re-
vive the economy as well as gain
the trust of the poor and the work-
ing class after the handling of the
lockdown in an inhumane way.
The INC should use the time bet-
‘ween now and the next Lok Sabha
elections, in 2024, to be in the
reckoning.

The interim President of the
INC, Sonia Gandhi, its past Presi-
dent, Rahul Gandhi, and leaders
such as P. Chidambaram, to name
only a few, have no doubt, raised
the right questions and tried to
cause embarrassment to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi. But sadly
that by itself is not enough. The
party should come up with alter-
native policy perspectives to deal
with the complex challenges fac-
ing the country.

India is facing turbulent times

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (etters emailed to etters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

Beijing’s border moves
Itis evident that the
absence of a clearly
demarcated Line of Actual

both countries need to set
aside their mutual rancour,
adopt a strategic stance,
hold detailed iati

Itis appropriate to recall that a
few thinking members of the par-
ty, such as Shashi Tharoor, Jairam
Ramesh and Sanjay Jha, have ex-
pressed opinion on the need for
not only serious introspection at
the top level but also institutional
reforms within the party. The fol-
lowing are some of the suggestions
if the project of a revival of the
Congress party is to bear fruit.

Tap talent
The party should constitute a
Committee comprising talented
partymen and outsiders drawn
from public life who carry credibil-
ity and entrust them with the task
of holding organisational elections
at the national and State levels in
an impartial and transparent man-
ner in the aftermath of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. There must be
an emphasis on bringing in young
blood to man party positions to
keep the party future ready. Let it
not be forgotten that Mrs. Indira
Gandhi had Young Turks to usher
in her socialist programmes after
1969; Rajiv Gandhi too had his
own young team to work towards
his vision of a technology-driven
ndia. The United Progressive Al-
liance regimes too brought in
some young people but failed to
exploit their potential to the full as
Sonia Gandhi who virtually held
the reins of power was reluctant to
give a free hand to the younger ele-
ments in the government.

It is also necessary to de-em-
phasise the role of the high com-

adventurism. Compelled to
prioritise verification over
trustin its dealings with

mand, which is antithetical to a vi-
brant democratic functioning of
the party. While there seems to be
astrong case for the Gandhi family
to be kept out, it may not happen,
sadly, because of the sycophancy
of the old guard with whom Sonia
Gandhi is comfortable and who
plead for her continuance as the
party chief. The bane of the Con-
gress leadership has been its reluc-
tance to develop a second line of
leadership that is independent of
the Gandhi dynasty.

Regain the social base
The party needs to reinvent itself
ideologically and while doing so,
the narrative should be build
around a broad left-of-centre posi-
tion, in support of the poor and so-
cially economically oppressed sec-
tions while also taking into
account the aspirations of educat-
ed urban voters for whom ideolo-
gy does not really matter. The par-
ty should address itself to the
needs of farmers, small and medi-
um-term industrialists, rather

Control came in handy for

and evolve a robust

China, it

India to depend on its own

parties using a generous
cocktail of money, muscle
power and defections to gain
for and retain power, the BJP
appears to have mastered the

than siding with big business.

It needs to make serious efforts
to regain its social base among
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward Class-
es, which has eroded in recent
times as borne out by the outcome
of the 2019 Lok Sabha and subse-
quent Assembly elections. Minori-
ty appeasement also will not work
the way as it used to in the past.

Most crucially, the Congress has
to rebuild the morale of its party
workers, which stands eroded af-
ter successive defeats either elec-
torally or losing power after being
in government in rather quick suc-
cession in States.

The leadership at the central
and State levels will also have to
accord priority to enrol new mem-
bers to the party to make it cadre-
based. Figures are not available
about recruitment of new mem-
bers to the party-fold in recent
years.

Side by side, serious efforts
ought to be made to root out the
bane of factionalism in the party.
And that can happen if the leader-
ship is persuasive and inclusive in
its intent. The high command
which has concentrated decision-
making powers should make way
for i ioning of

derstand  why  government
schemes were not producing
enough benefits for people on the
ground, an officer presented a list
of over 300 schemes that were op-
erational in her district. The citi-
zens did not know how many
schemes there were and what they
were entitled to. And even she
found it hard to disentangle the
schemes.

The pandemic has not passed
vet, but evidence is emerging that
some States in India, such as Kera-
la, have weathered the storm bet-
ter than others. And some coun-
tries, such as Viemam and Taiwan,
better than others too. A hypothe-
sis is that those States and coun-
tries in which local governance
was stronger have done much bet-
ter than others. This is worthy of
research by social and political
scientists looking for insights now
into design principles for good go-
vernance systems that can solve
problems that the dominant theo-
ry of government is not able to
solve.

The dominant theory in prac-
tice of good government is ‘go-
vernment of the people, by the go-
vernment, for the people’. Which
slips easily into ‘government of the
people, by the government, for
the political party in power’. This
has been the prevalent theory in
most States of India for too long.
Even when government is for the
people, as a deliverer of services,
money into their bank accounts,
(and money for building toilets), it
is not good enough. The govern-
ment has to support and enable
people to govern themselves, to
realise the vision of ‘government
of the people, for the people, by
the people’. Which is also the only
‘way humanity will be able to meet
the ecological and humanitarian
challenges looming over it in the
2Ist century.

Arun Maira was a member of the
Planning Commission

dependently keeping in mind the
ground realities.

Project views
It is high time the party set up a
shadow cabinet at the central le-
vel, drew up and publicised its al-
ternative policy prescriptions and
presented them in Parliament
rather than getting fixated in ob-
structing official business. Unpar-
liamentary behaviour by members
of the Opposition and ruling party
members is detested by the

blic.

Additionally, the party leader-
ship would do well to involve ex-
perts in drawing up medium- and
long-term solutions to problems
which are increasingly becoming
complex in the interdependent
and technology-driven ecosystem.

In these days of the powerful
role played by the media, especial-
ly the electronic media which are
owned by business houses, the
party may have to take the help of
some such group to project its im-
age and points of view.

The conclusion is inescapable:
The Indian National Congress
needs to work tirelessly and strain
itself in a sustained manner on all
fronts if it has to play an effective

the party.

At the State level, it has to align
itself with regional parties if it has
to successfully capture power.
More pertinently, the party State-
level leadership needs to be nur-
tured and allowed to function in-

resorts when they are

the Chinese PLA to make mechanism for satellites in the sky tokeepa  art and science of defection ride.
gradual ingresses into i i hawk-lik China's i and technology V. susrAMANIAN,
territories to which India V. JOHAN DHANAKUMAR, ‘border manoeuvres. to perfection. It is unclear Chennai.

also lays claim (‘Exclusive’, Chennal
Page 1, “Xi’s mobilisation
order, months of planning
preceded border moves”,
July 13). The stamp of
approval for the
mobilisation order by none
other than the Chinese
President himself only
emboldened the PLA to
adopt aggressive, and
subsequently violent
moves. Considering the
nature of terrain in the
Ladakh region, it will be a
humongous task to
undertake the process of
delineation. However,
nothing is impossible and

seems.
incurs

policy
about

test its own military
preparedness and the LAC as
alaboratory to experiment

with geopolitical posturings.
India needs to re-examine its

Indian territory. While
calculated restraint may
allow China to pull back
without loss of face, India
may create a moral hazard of
incentivising Chinese border
violations as cost-free

& The Chinese leadership

to treat border
ions as war games to

of tactful equivocation
China’s occupation of

MUKUNDARAJAN,
snthapuram

Rajasthan tussle

Itis puzzling how and why
the Indian National
Congress’s radar misses
inner-party squabbles over
and over again (Page 1,
“Pilot’s rebellion with 30
MLAs puts Gehlot govt. on
the edge”, July 13). Unless the
GOP restructures itself in a
fundamental way, it is not
going to offer any challenge
to the Bharatiya Janata Party
either at the Centre or in
States across India. While it
is no longer shocking to find

pandemic.

Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

A VENKATASUBRAMANIAN,

= Ata time when the country
is battling COVID-19 and has
locked horns with a
belligerent neighbour, the
timing of politicians to rock
the boat exposes their
indifference to solving the
burning issues on hand. Itis
painful to read about and see
lawmakers being bundled in

why the same BJP is not
showing the same deftness in
handling the economy, the
border crisis with China,
and, of course, the

peasants or landlords,
workers or capitalists,
radicals, socialists or

moderates; a party of

about getting rid of

soul of the Indian
Constitution, which

»

buses and transported to

supposed to be nursing their
constituencies. The gullible
electorate is being taken for a

= What is happening? The
Congress used to be a pan-
India party, representing all
sections of saciety, be it

Gandhiji, Patel, Nehru, Bose,
‘Tilak, Kripalani, Rajaji. The
party needs to be ruthless

corruption, defectors and
refocus on appealing to the
minorities, the marginalised,
and liberals to protect the

Tole in our polity and
to stake its claim for power in
future.

S, Jayaramu is @ former professor of
political science, Bangalore University
and aformer Senior Fellow, Indian
Council of Social Science Research
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cherishes plurality, unity,
and the rule of law. The only
way forward if the Congress
must breathe i this: the
dynasty must go.

SHARDOOL SINGH,

Shigarh, Kacbarel, Utar Pradesh

Trump wears a mask
Itis heartening that U.S.
President Donald Trump has
at last seen reason (‘World’
page, “Trump dons a mask
in public, finally”, July 13).
Any leader should know that
he or she should be
exemplary in his or her life.
With the change of attitude
in Mr. Trump, and with
budding faith in preventive
‘measures, one hopes that
the U.S. will soon be able to
overcome the disease.

). EDEN ALEXANDER,
Thanjavur,Tamil Nada
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The politics of nepotism

The discourse is a salvo in a battle between two elites: the Nehruvian ‘ancien regime’ and the new faction

G. SAMPATH

In recent weeks, nepotism has be-
come centre stage in mainstream pu-
blic discourse. Triggered by specula-
tions over the death of actor Sushant
Singh Rajput, the debate was initially
confined to the film industry. But it
has since spread to other domains.
What began as a hashtag about a
tragic death has acquired a life of its
own. How do we understand this
sudden upsurge, given that nepotism
is not a new phenomenon?

In India, whichever field one may
consider, there is no denying the pre-
valence of influential families that
wield nepotistic influence. But does
this mean we make peace with nepo-
tism? Certainly not. But a lot de-
pends on how the debate is framed,
and the nature of the contingent pol-
itics around the nepotism discourse.

The current debate
What is now derisively described as
‘nepotism’ is how things were tradi-
tionally done. In pre-modern socie-
ties, the realms of domesticity and
work were merged, with the family
playing a central role in determining
an individual’s entry not only into an
occupation, but also the public
sphere. In insufficiently modernised
societies such as India, this tendency
remains strong. Second, traditional
social norms still dictate that family
comes first, caste/clan second, and
everything else, including merit, last.
In India, where upper caste domi-
nance across domains is well docu-
mented, nepotism extends beyond
the family and operates along the ax-
is of caste as well. Deep historical in-
equalities and a dwindling welfare
state have made India one of the
‘most unequal societies in the world,
with the richest 1% holding more
than four times the wealth of the bot-
tom 70%. It stands to reason, there-
fore, that anyone concerned about
nepotism would want to attack the
cause of which nepotism s the symp-
tom: the reproduction of inequality.
After all, the more unequal a society,
the greater the scope and incentive
for nepotism. In a hypothetical socie-
ty of perfect socio-economic equali-
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ty, each individual’s nepotistic re-
serves would cancel out that of
everyone else’s. So, tackling nepo-
tism calls for political mobilisation
against socio-economic inequality.
The most effective means of reduc-
ing such inequality are social justice
measures such as affirmative action,
universal access to public health and
education, and redistributive poli-
cies such as an inheritance tax.

But the theme of inequality is con-
spicuously absent in the nepotism
discourse. Its preferred binary is not
“privileged’ versus ‘non-privileged’
but ‘outsider” versus ‘insider’, with
all the outrage reserved for the insid-
ers. The idea is not to call for a level
playing field but to stoke the so-
called outsider’s desire to displace
the ‘insider’ as the new ‘insider’,
without dismantling the insider-out-
sider structure as such.

The key to understanding the ne-
potism discourse lies in the parallels
it shares with the Anna Hazare-led
anti-corruption movement. First, be-
neath the hood of moral righteous-
ness, the nepotism discourse is also
powered by right-wing majoritarian
elements. As was the case with the
anti-corruption movement, this as-
pect remains understated, if not hid-
den, thereby enabling the discourse
to get traction across the political
spectrum, including from liberals.

Second, the nepotism discourse s
right-wing populist in precisely the
same way that the anti-corruption
movement was, with both having the
same objective: to consolidate the
base of Hindutva politics by chan-
nelling public resentment against
traditional elites. In politics, where
the old elite, symbolically and literal-
ly, is the Nehru-Gandhi family and its
allies, the strategy worked brilliantly
- giving the illusion of authentic
change while one faction of upper
caste elites displaced another to be-

The club of virus deniers

Leaders who kept the economy open are having to
tackle both a severe health and an economic crisis

SREERAM CHAULIA

Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro,
who has managed the pandemic in
the most disastrous manner, has test-
ed positive for COVID-19. In Brazil,
COVID-19 has affected more than
18,60,600 people and claimed more
than 72,000 lives.

Mr. Bolsonaro’s ostrich-like beha-

dow urged that the use of the word
‘coronavirus’ be censored. These are
all heads of government who have
‘more or less replicated the Bolsonaro
and Johnson models and plunged
their societies into deep tragedy.
Although the above listing of lead-
ers has a mix of far-right and far-left
populists, their common threat is the
politics of extrenus ‘They share

viour

pu-
blic health crisis has defied logic. His
dismissal of the virus as “a little flu”,
bragging that people like him who
have had an athletic past “have noth-
ing to worry about”, refusal to wear a
mask in public until ordered by the
judiciary, promotion of unproven
medicinal cures for the virus, unwil-
lingness to impose lockdown restric-
tions, active encouragement of mass
rallies, and firing of the Health Minis-
ter (whose replacement resigned a
month into the job) are all astonish-
ingly cavalier actions. They show that
the Brazilian President inhabits a pa-
rallel world.

A hall of infamy

However, he is not alone. There is a
hall of infamy of like-minded world
leaders who have deliberately denied
or downplayed the dangers posed by
the virus. Their callousness is lezdmg
toa large number of cases and
in their respective countries. Bm h
Prime Minister Boris Johnson wasted
valuable months when the virus was
spreading like wildfire and shied
away from preventive social distanc-
ing measures. He cheerfully insisted
on shaking hands in public, then got
infected himself, and oversaw a
health disaster that the UK. has not
suffered for generations. U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump famously said
the virus will just disappear; his
country has the highest number of
cases and deaths in the world. Vice
President Rosario Murillo invited Nic-
araguans to participate in a ‘Love in
times of COVID-19’ walk. Belarus Pre-
sident Alexander Lukashenko said
that drinking vodka and working in
fields with a tractor will “heal eve-
ryone”. Tanzanian President John
Magufuli argued for people to flock to
churches as “COVID-19 cannot sur-
vive in the body of Jesus™. Turkme-
nistan’s i

ts of mistrusting exp-
ert knowledge. stoking suspicion
about formal institutions, stirring up
their social base of hardcore, die-
hard loyalists, cultivating a cult of
pereommy around themselves, and
ining a self-image as the sole
guardlans of the interests of the or-
dinary masses.

Primacy of the economy
An oft-observed tendency among the
virus-denying leaders is the belief in
the primacy of the economy as the
be-all and end-all of life which should
never get disrupted by “psychosis”
about human health or environmen-
tal protection. These politicians are
short-sighted enough to buy into the
false dichotomy between livelihoods
and lives, and prioritise the right of
the working classes and businesses to
work over the right of every citizen to
receive healthcare and survive.

In an abstract sense, the economy
or markets shape society and polit-
ics, according to these leaders. But as
the virus tears into their countries, it
is painfully proving the fallacy of
their overly materialistic and inhu-
mane world view.

The U.S., Brazil and the UK., to
name a few, have been saddled with
the proverbial worst of both worlds —
mass casualties from the virus and
economic depressions not seen in a
century. The club of deniers chased
narrow, short-term goals of keeping
the economy open and ended up
with the double whammy of high cas-
es and deaths and no GDP growth to
flaunt.

Given how obstinate politicians
like Mr. Bolsonaro are, they may nev-
er learn from their critical mistakes
until booted out of power. History
will judge them harshly.

Sreeram Chaulia is Dean of the Jindal School
; i
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come the ruling elite.
‘The contours of this factional war
are clear in the Bollywood context.
Since 2013, several notables at the
periphery of the Bollywood power
structure have chosen to ally with
majoritarian politics. But six years
down the line, their strategic alliance
with the new power elite in Delhi is
yet to yield a meaningful change in
their status vis-a-vis their own indus-
try’s power centres, which continue
to be the same old families. As these
families continue to monopolise lu-
crative opportunities for those disin-
dlined to challenge their supremacy,
life could get tough for anyone who

has fallen out of favour.
there is genuine

the forces of Hindu majoritarianism
to capture power at the Cent

The increasing sophistication of
rightwing propaganda and its
layered execution through social me-
dia campaigns has meant that it rare-
ly registers early enough on liberal
radars. Nepotism s the latest instru-
ment from the right-wing populist
toolkit. As an ideological weapon, it
is a missile with multiple warheads.
At one level, it does what populism
always does: fuel rage against an elite
in the name of “the people”. At
another level, Hindutva forces are
using it to achieve three objectives:
consolidate their upper caste base by
appearing to empathise with their
frustrations; translate status anxie-
ties into resentments against sec-
tions of the elite that are yet to make
abreak with the Nehruvian consen-
sus and embraLe Hmdulva nd fi-

Yet another challenge
to the Dalit movement

The language of mobilisation needs to change

BADRI NARAYAN

The pandemic is forcing us to understand
the changing nature of society. In north In-
dia, specifically, it has also reshaped the dis-
course on marginalisation. Dalit issues are
part of this discourse but are submerged in
the broader discussions on economic vulner-
abilities highlighted by COVID-19.

‘This pandemic has brought about two im-
portant shifts in the political discourse on
the marginalised. As the lockdown caused
untold suffering to poor, migrant labourers,
it brought them from the margins to the
centre of delil i Second,

nally,
sections of the llbeml Nehruvian
elite the same message that goes out
to some MLAs whenever a non-BJP
government needs toppling: switch
sides or face the consequences.
Fomenting new social antago-
nisms along the axis of ‘the people’/
outsider versus the elite/insider is a
proven political strategy of right-
jan populists. The ne-

cause for resentment here. Also,
since many of these ambitious ‘out-
siders’ to Bollywood themselves
come from bubbles of privilege in
terms of their class and caste origins,
they are not easily silenced, unlike,
say, an Adivasi or Dalit summarily
displaced from her home in the rural
hinterland. In a society where a feu-
dal sense of entitlement simmers be-
neath a veneer of economic moder-
nity, aspirational upper castes with
bottled up resentments are legion in
every domain. They represent a pol-
itical resource waiting to be mobil-
ised. The 2011 Anna Hazare move-
ment showed how it's done.

From the same old tool
Corruption did not peak in 2011,
when the movement began. But a
media-supported public campaign
made it seem like it had, helping fo-
ment resentment against the UPA re-
gime, which became synonymous
with a venal elite that owed everyth-
ing to the nepotistic influence of the
Nehru-Gandhis. Corruption did not
disappear after 2014. But the anti-
corruption mobilisation had done its
job — as a Trojan horse that enabled

potism rhetoric is a similar operation
where the resentments and frustra-
tions of the less privileged, aspira-
tional, upper and middle castes are
sought to be weaponised against ol-
der, relatively more privileged upper
caste factions, now ‘othered’ as the
Nehruvian elite.

The nepotism discourse, then, is
another salvo in a battle between two
elites: the Nehruvian ‘ancien regime’
with its pluralistic instincts, and the
brash new aspirational faction that
wants its share of the spoils of power.
s a share it feels entitled to on
the basis of its political commitment
to Hindutva, But given the heavy
competition and the smal size of the
pie, a great many feel deprived and
resentful as they see the old liberal
elites continuing in their privileged
perches, as they always have. It re-
‘mains to be seen whether deepening
this social antagonism through pola-
rising rhetoric offers enough fuel for
a propaganda campaign capable of
insulating the ruling party from the
political costs of governance failures
and economic headwinds.

sampath g@thehindu.co.in

on the space for the marginalised in the pu-
blic health system and their safety are in fo-
cus. However, the concerns of Dalits remain
hidden under the broader categories of
poor, vulnerable, marginal, etc.

Changing vocabulary

In contemporary debates, there is a reappea-
rance of class-based vocabulary. Caste-based
issues have either become invisible or are
only visible as part of the wider discourse.
Leaders such as Bahujan Samaj Party supre-
mo Mayawati and Bhim Army chief Chan-
drashekhar Azad have not been able to en-
gage effectively with these new shifts. They
have not been able to carve out a location in
these new debates for their own politics.
They have to reorient their exclusively caste-
based language and reshape their politi
discourse to be in tune with the times. There
are a large number of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes among the migrant labour-
ers. But Dalit leaders in north India have not
been able to represent their concerns. Their
dilemma is how to address their constituen-
cies using class terminology such as ‘labour-
er and “poor” even as a majority of the mi-
grant poor are Dalits and OBCs. This
dilemma has made Dalit leaders non-asser-
tive. It is possible that these shifts in political
debates may continue in the post-pandemic
phase at least for a few years as vulnerabili-
ties of the marginalised will increase.

The Dalit movement in north India is hab-
ituated in using caste-based binaries in its
mobilisational language but has failed to res-
pond to the changing political diction. In
fact, leaders have not changed their political
diction for 30 years, since the time of the
Kanshi Ram-led Bahujan movement. The
‘movement is facing a crisis of agendas and

social programmes. The constant repetition
of unfulfilled claims and commitments and
slogans and promises create disl]lusiunment
among a section of their support

Another i issue is lhdl the Dalit movemenl

crisis. This crisis has appeared due to a
break in the umbilical cord tying the move-
ment with the party. In States such as U.P.,
Bihar, Punjab and Rajasthan, Dalit assertions
are mostly centred around the electoral pol-
itics of Dalit-Bahujan political groups and
parties. Even alternative social movements
led by Jignesh Mevani and Mr. Azad seem to
be caught in the logic of electoral politics.

Leadership crisis
During the Bahujan movement in the 1990s,
the idea was that the movement and the par-
ty could facilitate each other. But the BSP,
which emerged from the Bahujan social
movement, developed gradually as a party
structured like a pyramid. Under Ms. Maya-
wati, it has stopped its reciprocal relation-
ship with the Dalit movement. In the BSP,
the emergence of political leaders of various
Dalit-Bahujan castes at different levels be-
came frozen. This caused erosion in the
broader social base and ultimately wea-
kened the Dalit movement. So, while on the
one hand, the Bahujan movement allowed
numerically important Dalit-Bahujan com-
munities to have political aspirations, on the
other, the freeze on the emergence of lead-
ers at various levels smashed political ambi-
tions, destroyed the initiatives of the cadre
and hampered the natural growth of the par-
ty and movement. The Dalit movement is
constantly facing new challenges but its lead-
ers are not able to change their strategies
and grammar of politics to respond to them.

Under the influences of the Ambedkarite
ideology and the Dalit-Bahujan movements,
an assertive and politically aware Dalit con-
sciousness was being formed among a sec-
tion of Dalit groups. In the meantime, inter-
ventions by Hindutva leaders among Dalits
mobilised a section of the most marginalised
Dalits under the Hindutva flag. Now the pan-
demic has posed a new challenge for the Da-
lit movement. Caste-based identities formed
the ideological resource base, but now con-
cerns have gone beyond caste and religion,
thus posing a different challenge. The chal-
lenge may be temporary but it may lead to a
paradigm shift for Dalit politics.

‘The Dalit movement has to evolve new so-
cial strategies for its expansion in order to
keep up with the changing times.

Badri Narayan is Director of the G.B. Pant Social
Science Institute, Allahabad
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For the first time since 2000, West Indies went up 1-0in a Test series in England, beating
the hosts by four wickets on Sunday. The win was significant, given the Windies’ poor run
the millenium, aftera
was drastic: after holding the best away record in the period between 1960 and 1980, the
team had the worst away record i the last two decades. By The Hindu Data Team

in Tests since the tumn of

TEST RECORDS The first part of the table lists the win/loss% in Tests for West Indies across decades in home and away
conditions. Windies dominated the 80s, with the best home and away Test win % among all nations. The second part of the
table lists the best and worst teams* according to Test win % in each decade. Since 2000, the Windies had the worst win
% in away tests among all nations. The third part lists the ten West Indian captains who led the team in the most matches.
The most impactful among the Lot are Clive Lloyd and Viv Richards, who spearheaded the team's dominance in the 1980s

particularly dominant 1980s. Their fall

1948-57 | 36 32
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 14, 1970

UK. Arms for South Africa

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Edward
Heath, has sent a letter to the Indian Prime
Minister, Mrs. Gandhi, on the subject of re-
suming supply of British arms to South Afri
ca. Britain sees such resumption as a reactiv-
ation of the Simonstown agreement. The
subject figured in the discussions just con-
cluded between the American Secretary of
State, Mr. William Rogers, and the British Fo-
reign Secretary, Sir Alec Douglas-Home. Ac-
cording to reports, Mr. Rogers was uncon-
vinced by the British argument in favour of
ending the arms embargo against South Afri-
ca. He reaffirmed the American position that
if there is any change of policy in this regard
and the embargo is relaxed by a major pow-
er like Britain, the other African States will
be unhappy.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 14, 1920

Control of Royal Institute
(From an editorial)

‘The control of the Royal Institute of Science,
Bombay, was the subject of an interesting
correspondence between the Syndicate of
the Bombay University on the one hand and
the Government on the other. In presenting
the case for the transfer of the control and
management of the Institute to the hands of
the University, the Syndicate went into the
history of the origin of the institute and re-
ferred to the expectation reasonably enter-
tained by the University from the very begin-
ning that, in accordance with the new policy
of enabling to University to undertake in-
struction, and specially post-graduate in-
struction, the working of the institute,
would be entrusted to the University. Such

Win % Best | Worst | Best | Worst | J.Goddard
1930s | 38 25 Aus, 65 | NZ,0 | Aus,47 [ NZ,0 | G.Sobers | 196572 | 23 26
1940s [ 50 20 Aus, 70 | 5A,0 | Aus, 88 | SA.0 Clloyd | 1974-85 | 49 16
1950 | 30 30 | 43 39 | Aus.60 | Nz,7 | Aus,44 | Ind,0 | V.Richards | 1980-91 16
1960s | 35 | 15 | 38 34 | Eng,43 [NZ,10 | WI38 | Nz, 0 | R.Richardson | 1992-95 | 46 P
1970s | 24 21 34 28 | Aus,50 [Nz,14 | WI34 | Pak,O [ CWalsh | 199497 | 27 32
1980s 48 13 [ w60 [sL0 [ w.as [ sLo0 B.Lara 1997-06 | 21 55
19905 | 46 20 | 28 50 | Aus,61 | SO | Pak,43 | Ind,3 | CLHooper [ 2001-02 | 18 50
2000s | 24 37 Aus, 76 | W1 24 | Aus 61 | W11 | D.Semmy | 2010413 | 27 40
2010s | 36 a5 Ind, 74 | 51,30 | Pak,40 | WI17 | ) Holder | 2015-20 | 33 52

SERIES HISTORY The chart depicts every Test series played by the West Indies (5) across decades. Each circle depicts
either a West Indies win (W, ®), or the opposition's win (L,
the Windies was relatively high between the 19605 and 19805, in the subsequent decades the victories were few and far
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was very low in the 19305 and

were also, as the Syndicate
pointed out, strengthened from time to time
by the remarks of responsible heads, like
those of Lord Sydenham in his Convocation
Address of 1913. Further, the very objects of
the institute, provision of instruction for the
B. Sc. and M. Sc. courses, of facilities for re-
search work in science, both pure and ap-
plied, as well as the creation of an atmosph-
ere that will be conducive to the

development of the research spirit in West-
ern India — these were more likely to be se-
cured, according to the Syndicate, if the in-
stitute was under University control than
under the ordinary service conditions in a
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Babudom needs an overhaul
if self-reliance is to succeed

The British builta system to ‘administer’ and ‘regulate’ a colony, and we are continuing that.
We must change. Now is the time to instead reorient our bureaucracy towards ‘facilitation’.

OPINION

DARSHAN SINGH

ince 1947, the key ob-
S]ec(ive of self-reliance

(aatmanirbbar) has
remained a mirage just be-
yond the elusive horizon.
Everyone claims to know
what needs to be done, but
to make it happen, we as a
nation have to first get past
the syndrome of “The Em-
peror’s New Clothes’. No-
body seems to want to ac-
cept and state the obvious,
some out of fear or retribu-
tion, while others prefer
to just drift along with the
current.

In 1990 the then Finance
Minister assisted by his
Secretary carried out the
instructions of the then
Prime Minister. Much
has been said and writ-
ten about the wonderful
changes that they had af-
fected. The truth is that
there was no complicated
economic magic to it. The
most important thing they
did was to ‘open up’ the
economy. They removed
needless licencing, reduced
controls and generally en-
abled Indian entrepreneur-
ial talent to blossom. Even
though these were done in
a limited way, it was still a
great deviation from the

NEW WORLD ORDER

past, and the results were
immediately there for ev-
eryone to see. Literally in-
dustrial and commercial
activity moved forward en-
abling the financial sector
and the country’s money
reserves to grow. In a win-
win situation, the tax rev-
enues also grew alongside
from the resulting larger
industrial base.

Since then many genuine
attempts have been made
by well-intentioned people
across the board includ-
ing politicians. Even now
our present leadership is
making sincere attempts
towards achieving self-reli-
ance. This time the clarion
call by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has come when
our backs are to the wall
and there is the hard reali-
sation that the supply chain
from China can be used to
twist our arms, thanks to
the never-ending Chinese
habit of saying something
and doing something else.
This time if we can even
partially attain a state of
aatmanirbhar, it could truly
lead to the development
of our nation. We have to
resist the inevitable forth-
coming Chinese promises
to befriend us, for this cam-
paign for self-reliance is
mainly to their detriment.
This time we must let the
much overdue call for aar-
manirbbar go on to ensure a
surplus economy that gets
us to the crucial stage of a
net exporter. It is export
income that gives us the
cash to lower inflation and
decrease the need to print
more currency.

There is no doubt that the

Indian officiald

current i of the
government at the political
level are genuine. However,
the endemic problem re-
‘mains for any businessman
in India, who does not have
special patronage, is that
he must survive ‘in spite’
of the government. In all
other successful countries
the entire officialdom (not
only limited to the bureau-
cracy) is a part of the na-
tional effort to build and
nurture industry. Success-
ful European countries,
or even China, Japan, etc,
have their officials visiting
industries to find out what
more can be done to en-
able them to succeed. They
have a national recognition
that they are partners with
their own industry. This is
‘where lies the rub.

Since 1947 this is the most
important missing aspect
in how our officialdom be-
haves with industry. If the
greatest enemy of an Indian
entrepreneur is his own
country’s officialdom, then
it explains why so many In-
dians left to start ventures
outside India. The perfor-
mance of our bureaucrats
and officials who are in po-
sitions of power are never
evaluated on how many
industries they were able
to nurture, or more im-
portantly how many jobs
were created under their
administrative control.
Politicians genumely try

have to go through the pro-
cess of winning more votes.
However, Indian official-
dom still remains a hang-
over of the British colonial
system which incidentally
the British never applied
in their own country. Our
bureaucrats, once installed,
continue to administer the
population as ‘subjects’.
There is no responsibility
on officials, who are never
evaluated on the nation’s
success. Those countries
that export to us are de-

omstill remains a

bangover of the British colonial system
which incidentally the British never
applied in their own country. Our
bureaucrats, once installed, continue to

dminister the popult

as ‘subjects’.

lighted by our failures,
such as having the crucial
post of a Joint Secretary
(at whose level all national
activities are controlled);
maybe a person who may
have been JS (Textiles) for
two years will then serve in
an unrelated activity as JS
(Steel) for the next couple
of years and so on. There is
no continuity of acquired
knowledge. This is what
also makes India lag be-
hind, especially in the field
of research and develop-
ment —a key element in

— the basic recipe — itself
being defective. If for the
children of our bureaucrats
the working environment
is not good enough, then
why do the very same peo-
ple need to remain a part
of the system? The Indian
system knows how to put
blame on entrepreneurs
and businessmen, but
regularly turns a blind eye
when it comes to the short-
comings of our officialdom.

Sowe need a revolution in
our system of governance.
To start with, the IAS must

The British built a system
inister’ and ‘regu-

have a specialised cadre

who are exclusively made
ble for facilitation’

lale a colony, and we are
continuing that. We must
change. Now is the time to
instead reorient our bu-
reaucracy towards ‘facilita-
tion’, for otherwise we will
stay where we were regard-
less of all the recent noble
intentions of our highest
politicians.

In the more successful na-
tions, the aspect of ‘facilita-
tion’ is the primary focus of
their officials who take it
upon themselves to guide
their national objectives.
The eventual target being
‘development’.

How can we get to that
stage in India? It is easy
to see that our best young
people leave our own
shores to find better oppor-
tunities elsewhere. Why
have the majority of the
children of our own senior
bureaucrats left this coun-
try regularly for the West-
ern world? So if they had to
leave, then there can be no
better proof of the pudding

Time to give expanded Quad

RAJESH MEHTA, SOMYA
MATHUR & BADRI NARAYANAN
GOPALAKRISHNAN
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In the backdrop of its trade
wars against the US, an in-
creasingly aggressive China
starts land reclamation and
territorial expansion which
results in geopolitical shifts
in the Asia-Pacific region.
Controversies surrounding
information security acted
as a catalyst and Quad was
revitalised after an eight-
vear-long hiatus, by meeting
on the margins of the Manila
ASEAN Summit in 2017. The
US, India, Australiaand Japan
came together in 2004 as a
“core group” to provide hu-
manitarian assistance. They
formed the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad) in
2007, but it was withdrawn
in its nascent stage in 2008.
But now, the Quad nations

holding of i law,
enhancing connectivity and
economic development and
freedom of navigation in the
Indo-Pacific.

The current coronavirus
pandemic calls for humani-
tarian aid and equipment,
and cooperative vaccine de-
velopment. But the recent
India-China standoffin east-
ern Ladakh and the imposi-
tion of the national security
law on Hong Kong drew the
Quad nations toa conjectural
alliance. In the meeting held
in March 2020, three more
countries — New Zealand,
Vietnam and South Korea —

ship in Quad, given the ten-
sions in Hong Kong and the
UK’s citizenship plans, and
its good ties with India, and
hence have considered the
expanded Quad Plus group
with Brazil, Israel and UK
along with the other seven
countries discussed above;
so we consider our group of
10 countries as Quad++.

The expansion of the Quad
in the economic downturn

in the BRI of China and has
also tactfully withdrawn
from RCEP, much to the ire
of Beifing, which is bringing
into its clutches many debt-
ridden nations by its preda-
tory economic policies.

The recent India-China
standoff has paved a way for

for
and ensuring the success of
all the new initiatives an-
nounced under aatmanirb-
har. This should be the case
not only for our products
but also for Indian invest-
ments flowing into other
countries. Instead, current-
Iy, we are at the stage where
we cannot even manage
our own economy without
foreign investment, per-
haps our biggest weakness.
All the new rules and regu-
lations that have been an-
nounced are welcome and
they do help. But this is no
final solution as all that it
does is mainly smoothen
the surface and round off
the edges.

The specialised cadre will
need to start from district
level (working on Indus-
tries), going into higher
levels including becoming
commercial counsellors
(not from IFS) in our em-
hassies abroad, and WTO
and the like. European
businessmen visiting India

always meet their respec-
tive embassies in Delhi for
assistance in lobbying the
Indian government. But
when an Indian business-
man goes abroad, he hardly
ever gets any support from
Indian missions abroad.

We need a massive
change in our administra-
tion. Many people can tell
what our problems are,
but nobody has gone to the
roots to suggest a long-term
solution. Without a solu-
tion, as can be seen even
if some companies leave
China, they still prefer
Vietnam, Indonesia, Ma-
laysia and Thailand. India,

should have been
choice with its
diverse strengths, still gets
bypassed. Why?

The solution suggested
must ensure the impor-
tance of the new specialised
cadre and it can at best be
chosen from the same IAS
stock (taking care that they
would be selected from
among those who know
how to ‘apply’ their ac-
quired knowledge, and not
just those who got in based
merely on acquired knowl-
edge. Finally, those who
make up this new grouping
should never be subordi-
nate to the IAS. This would
amount to a complete radi-
cal overhaul of our admin-
istrative services and it is
but natural bureaucrats
will oppose the creation of
what they will consider to
be a watchdog body that
overrides them. If his clari-
on call for aatmanirbbar has
to succeed, the creation of
the new cadre is a prerequi-
site that needs to be imple-
mented at an all-India level.
Darshan Singh is an entre-
preneur who has worked in
quite a few key areas that have
been critical to the process of
nation-building, including the
railways and oil and natural
gas exploration. He is also an
educationist, currently the
chairperson of the Welbam
Boys' School in Debradun.

Plus a chance
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ANATOMY OF VIOLENCE

MEANWHILE IN BENGAL,
THEWILD EAST

Bengal is back in the news and once again for all
the wrong reasons. The death of a Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party MLA, Debendra Nath Roy—found hang-
ing in an alleged case of murder—should serve
as a reminder to the fact that the state is headed
for elections in less than a year, in March-April
2021 to be precise. This incident is likely to be the
“curtain raiser” to the violence that is bound to
sweep through Bengal’s landscape in the run-
up to the elections. A quick look at events in the
last couple of years gives enough indications
of the way things are headed. After all, this is a
state where in the panchayat elections in 2018,
violence was the weapon that was used to ensure
that Opposmon cand]dates could not file even

isastate where the run-up to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions was bloody, and theactual process of voting
was marred by major violence, even though vot-
ing was spread over several phases. The results
came as a rude shock to the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) as it barely managed to win half
of the state’s Lok Sabha seats. The aftermath of
the results was pockmarked with gruesome inci-
dents of murder and mayhem. Political violence
is in the DNA of Bengal, and also of Kerala, per-
haps because of the strong hold communism has
had in these two states. And there is no denying

i ked—it

fseats. This

that

’s history is blood.
Killed at least 100 million people in 100 years of
its existence. Lest we forget, it was Bengal that
birthed the ultra left and violent Naxal (Maoist)
‘movement in the late 1960s, early 1970s. 35 years
of Left rule in the state exacerbated the situa-
tion, with the comrades becoming synonymous
with the Sainbari killings and the Marichjhapi
‘massacre, to name just two, and finally the Nan-
digram deaths that tipped the balance against
them, leading to their downfall. Once Mamata
Banerjee came to power, riding the winds of
poribartan (change), it was expected that vio-
lence would be exorcised from the state’s veins.
It didn’t happen. It couldn’t happen, considering
most of the thugs who had become the face of the
Left on the ground migrated to the dispensation
that replaced the communists. Violence had lost
its ideological moorings during the Left rule itself
and had morphed into sheer criminality. Also, it
‘was not possible for the new dispensation to up-
root the Left without a bloody turf war and that
took its toll on Bengal's politics. Over the years,
a bad situation has become worse, with corrup-

lhe potboiling It's Bengal thatis suffering in the
process, with all round degeneration setting in.
At present, there is immense anti-incumbency
against Mamata Banerjee’s government. Add to
this the immense resentment over the way she is
handling the coronavirus crisis and the BJP be-
lieves that it is within striking distance of power

next year-

JOYEETA BAsu

apparatus and a lack of a Chief Ministerial face
to counter the feisty street fighter that Mamata
Banerjee is. The TMC knows that it's a do or die
battle ahead. If it loses, it loses a lot. The BJP too
is learning that the path to power in this state is
paved with blood. A “new” turf war has started.
So corona pandemic or no pandemic, lockdown
or no lockdown, in the next few months in Ben-
gal, there will be blood. It's the Wild East after all.

Par ip Forum, “Therule

ofinternational law is impor-

According to Keiichi Ono-
zawa, South Asia Regional

tantfor
competeand understand limi-
tations. The Quad is focused
on ensuring that the rule of
law is accepted, deliberated

the Ministry
of Economy, Tradeand Indus-
try,Japanese Government for
South Asia, “Japanese manu-
facturers see India as an ex-

h tunity for startup

entreprencursand companies
to create robust alternatives
that are ‘Made in India’ for
the world. Also, half of the
Indian unicorn startups have
I i whichmay

asaloose but al-
liance of countries that serve
asacounterweight toincreas-
ing Chinesemightand power.
After China, Indiais the larg-
est economy with the fastest

prospects, and

din

norm. Quad has the potential

porthub,
scale economies. To improve

and may haveto
look for alternative forcign

India
in the Quad dialogue. The
changes in the world order
are throwing opponumms

of
where an FTA (Free trade
'\g‘reemenl) would facilitate

ing value chain and interde-
pendenceamong ike-minded
co ing Quadisa

, in-

sed by the re-
cession, trade wars and the
pandemic, is vital for eco-
nomic cooperation between
the Quad nationsto pull them
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Pacific region and its initial
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The US, Australiaand Japan  terminated the Generalized
infrastruc-  System of! forIn-
tureagreementtocounterthe  dia’on5June2019,and hasre-

BRI of China. India, US and
Japan have entered into a
trilateral agreement to hold
joint naval exercises. New
Delhi avoided participating

instated US tariffs. India and

are talks going on of an FTA
between the UK and India.
Similarly, between Indiaand
Australia negotiationsare on
foran FTA. Japan and India
have had an FTA enforced
since 2011 India exports pe-
troleum and coal products

the U ingareas of
economic partnership. As
per Mukesh Aghi, president
and CEO, US India Strategic

vices products ($67L million)
and manufactured products
($531 million) toit.

inthesesectors with: adcquatc
foreigninvestmentsand high
technological transfers. In-
dia s prepping up to be the
manufacturing hub of the
world, taking advantage of
the disruptionscreated by the
pandemicand shiftingof base
by many foreign companies.

Amidst the pan-
demic, to create a favourable
climate for foreign invest-
ments and pavinga road for
economic recovery and self-
reliance, the Indian govern-
ment has also announced a
number of reform measures
under the ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan’for the im-
provement of ease of doing
business in India. This will

will
consider Indiaas analterna-
tive base for operations and
supply chains.”

PM Modilaid down thered
carpet for foreign companies
at the India Global Week
2020, He urged them to tap
the favourable ecosystems
created by the recent reforms,

in various sectors including
agricultureand defence. The
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Sanjeev ]oshlpurn execu-
tive director of Indiaspora,
says, “Although the border
tensions between India and
China might be gradually
casing, China's actions scem
to have caused a lasting shift
in mindset among global
political, business and aca-
demic leaders. People have

Quad++
countries would not only
counter China but also help
in fulfilling PM Modis dream
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.

Rajesh Mebta is a leading inter-
‘national consultant and policy
professional. Somya Mathur is
senior economist, Infinite Sum
Modelling Inc, Seattle. Gopal-
akrishnan is founder director,

and the

The cyber security concerns  begun talking about not just  Infnite Sum Modelling and affl-
banning  theQu nations, at University
of Chinese apps have givena  butan expanded Quad Plus,  of Washington, Seattle.
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