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How to give children joy, even during a pandemic

Esau McCaulley
Contributing Writer

Idrove my oldest son, amiddle schooler,
tohis baseball game a few miles down
the road. There was aslight breeze, a
perfect setting for summer activity.

Onthe field, it looked like a standard
summer of boys learning the nuances of
the sport, some further along the road to
adult coordination than others. What
stood out were the masks on all their
faces: avisual reminder that weare in
the summer of Covid-19. Joy and sad-
ness, normalcy and profound change
competed among the young athletes for
our attention.

During the game we parents stood at
least six feet away from one another. We
discussed the opening of school in the
fall, the politicization of wearing masks
in public, and how quickly life had
changed. We talked about how the last
time we saw one another it was at the
tryouts for the team in early March,
before the world shut down. They asked
mehow I planned to teach my college
students with all the changes, and I
answered that I did not know.

Aswetalked, I wondered, as I have
‘many times during the pandemic, how
much totell my children. Does a9-year-
old or a12-year-old need to know how
‘many have died?

‘This mixture of safety and peril and
difficult decisions about a child's free-
dom to play: Itis familiar to me. Covid-19
has given all parents a small taste of
what itis like to be a Black parent.

Having our bodies as potential threats
because of the coronavirus has intro-
duced all of America to what it is like to
be perceived as a problem merely by our
presence. The major difference s that
some of us do carry an unknown virus,
while blackness s simply one manifesta-
tion of God's creativity. Nonetheless, the
perceived danger has given others
insightinto what it s like for Black
bodies, even children’s bodies, to be a
source of fear.

Pandemic parenting involves a simi-
larl; that those of

togotoalocal theme park called Fun-
town. He did not want to tell her that she
could not go because Black people were
forbidden. He said that explaining
segregation to his daughter was more
daunting than the speeches he gave all
over the country.

People often mention “the talk” asif
the only conversation Black parents
have tohave with their children s about
the complex interaction with the police.
‘Thatis hard, but not the only thing. At
some point we have to tell them about
Funtown: the limits society wants to
place on them and the struggle to tear
those limits down.

My sonis in the midst of the transition
from early middle schooler to emerging
teenager. In the strange moral reason-
ing of the United States, this will mean a

move from cute to
. dangerous. His
The ?ﬂm“’ Black body and his
virus forces increasing size
parents to could, in certain
weigh their circumstances, be
kids’ safety weaponized against
against the him. Citizens and
need for officers merely have
freedom — to utter the words “I
i feared for my life”
El':c";';:rem and his Black life
could be n peril.
have be?“ ‘When do I warn
contending him about wander-
with for ingaround our
generations. largely white neigh-

borhoodin the
evening? How long
doTlethim remain a child? Am I negli-
gent if in my attempts to give him a
“normal” childhood I leave him unpre-
pared for the challenges he faces?

Iwas initially hesitant to have my son
return tothe baseball diamond, even
thoughitis a sport well suited for dis-
tancing. I reluctantly agreed. My son’s
coach said that some teams would
follow the safety rules and others would
not, but that he would do the best he
couldto keep them safe.

Atthatfirst game, our team dutifully
wore their masks. The other team did
not. Had politics sneaked on to the
baseballfield? Were some families and
ly not as worried as us? I did

us who raise Black and brown children
have faced for centuries. How do we

balance the need to protect from danger
with the desire tolet them be young and

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once re-
counted the story of not knowing what to
say when his 6-year-old daughter asked

themath again. Should Iinterrupt the
game or remove my son? Wealready
barely had enough players tofield a full
squad. I decided tolet him play, tobea
child.

‘There are no easy answers as to how
toparent Black children in America
inside or outside a pandemic. Itis not

myjobtotell someone how todoit.

My wife and I have drifted to a bias
toward joy. We tell our children about
some major events; other burdens we
carry ourselves. Our children know
much of the history of this country, but
thefocus s on Black triumph over
suffering, not the suffering itself. I
immerse them in the soul, hip-hop and
gospel music that has lifted many a
weary soul even when they would
ratherlisten to Kidz Bop.

Thave told them of Moses and the
Israclites, of Mary Jesus’ mother and
her dramatic yesto God. They know
about Sojourner and her railroad and
Martin and his dream of Mother Pollard
and her rested feet. I remind them that
God has looked upon their Black skin,
hair and bodies and called it good.

Tammaking deposit after deposit of

Assessing a new global flash point

KAUFFMANN, FROM PAGE 1
May, thanks only to support from Tur-
key. Turkey provided firepower and
brought in thousands of mercenaries
from Syria

‘The assault on Tripoli was led by
Khalifa Hifter, a self-styled field mar-
shal who controls eastern Libya. Heis
supported by the United Arab Emirates
and Egypt and enj

with Libya for a maritime boundary that
created an exclusive economic zone that
encroaches upon Greek and Cypriot
interests. Turkey’s ruling party also has
links with the Muslim Brotherhood, and,
of vitalimportance, Turkey controls a
crucial migrant route to Europe.

Asalways, the European Union is
divided. France took thelead but

d alone, not trying to

perhaps 1,000 Russian mercenaries
from the Wagner Group,a private army
with closelinks to the Kremlin. Having
halted Mr. Hifter’s offensive, Turkey
now has a decisive hold on Tripoli.
What will Turkey do withit? The
question s of primary concern to the
European Union. “What happens in the
Eastern Mediterraneanis nolonger a
peripheral issue for Europe,” the Euro-
pean Council on Foreign Relations, a
think tank, noted in arecent report.
Turkey’s ever expanding activities in
the areahave many tentacles: Turkey’s
unresolved dispute with Greece over
Cyprusis complicated by claims to
recently discovered gas fields. That led
Turkey to strike a deal last November

involve [laly, which has historical links
andbusiness interests with Libya.
Concerned about the spread of jihadist
groupsin the lands south of Libya,
France early on putits bet on Mr. Hifter,
who seemed better armed toserve asa
bulwark against Islamist terrorism.
Wrong choice. “Hifter

tereda French frigate, the Courbet,
under NATO command as part of an
operation to enforce a U.N. arms embar-
goon Libya. The French and Turkish
versions of the incident differ: Paris
lodged a complaint but a NATO investi-
gation was inconclusive.

When France looked for support iniits
clash with Turkey ata NATO meeting, it
couldrally only eight countries toits
side out of 30, and neither the United
States nor Britain came to the rescue.
Yet President Emmanuel Macron has
not hesitated to accuse Turkey of “crimi-
nal responsibility” in Libya. Among Mr.
Macron’s advisers, Turkey’s purchase of
the S-400 air defen%e system from
Russiai

grave mistake when he decided to
launch an offensive on Tripoli,” a French
diplomatic source now reckons. The
French could not stop him, the Ameri-
cans would not try, and the Russians
helped him.

France now finds itself isolated when
confronting Turkey in the Eastern
Mediterranean. On June 10, off the
Libyan coast, a Turkish flotilla encoun-

NATO —as muchsoasitis achallenge
toall Europeans when Turkey brings
Syrian mercenaries into Libya.

Could France be right tosound the
alarm about Turkey’s ambitions? Unfor-
tunalely, being right alone doesn’t help

uch. “The mission of France hasal-
\mys been to havea vision that no one
shares,” Gérard Araud, a former French
ambassador to Washington, has joked.
Last November, after NATO didn’t
respond when Turkey endangered
French forces in Syria, Mr. Macron
referred toa “brain death” of the alli-
ance because it had not reacted toa
member’s breach of NATO solidarity.

‘The Trump administration does not
claim that France is wrong. It even
shares France’s concerns over Libya's
“terrible situation,” as stated by Robert
0’Brien, President Trump’s national
security adviser.

“We don’t want Libya to be colonized
by Turkey or Russia,” he said in Paris on
Bastille Day.

But to Washington, Russia’s presence
is much more of a concern than Tur-
key’s. Mr. Trump does not want to mess
with Mr. Erdogan. He is happy tolet Mr.
Macron play the bad cop. As for
France’s European friends, they will
mostlikely quietly wait for Nov. 3.

The “Tripoli Brigade,” a militia loyal to the U.N.-recognized government of Libya that
survived a yearlong offensive by rival forces in May, paraded in the capital on July 10.

YLVIE is the editorial direc-
tor and a former editor in chief of Le
Monde.

U.S. catastrophe through German eyes

COHEN, FROM PAGE 9
“Decree of the Reich President for the
Protection of People and State” as his
means to seize power.

German horror at Trump has many
components. He's the fear-mongering
shu\vman wleldmg nationalism, racism

bowed heads again. Heis afascistin the
making.

As lan Beacock argued recently in
The New Republic, Angela Merkel, the
German chancellor, got it right on the
virus. Not for her the imagery of war —
allthat talk of the silent, invisible enemy
No, for her the chal-

and y held
Rolossons.ios the wauld be destroyer
of the multilateral institutions that
brought European peace and made it
possible for Germansto raise their

lenge of the virus has been alesson in
the power of democracy.

“We are not condemned to accept the
spread of this virus as an inevitable fact

oflife;” she said. “We thrive not because
weareforced to do something, but
because we share knowledge and en-
courage active participation.” She went
ontosay that successlargely depends
“on each and every one of us.”

It worked. Merkel was addressing all
democratic citizens, Americans includ-
ed. No wonder Trump cannot stand her,
awoman trained as a scientist whose
life lesson has been the sacred value of
freedom.

Black joy and faith in the hope that it will
be with them when the inevitable strug-
gle comes. I do so because that is what
my mother did for me.

My oldest has a favorite saint, the
North African church father Athana-
sius. He was called Athanasius Contra
Mundum — against the world, a name
he received for standing against seem-
ingly insurmountable foes, even at great
cost, because of his convictions. My son
loves the defiance. Given that being
Black in America can sometimes feel
against the world, that is a great trait to
admire.

My son’s team failed to emerge vic-
torious in that first game back on the
field. A socially distanced wave from
across the diamond replaced the cus-
tomary handshakes. Some two weeks
later, it seems that we avoided infection.

SBRENAKHADUA

P'm glad baseball is back in our lives.
Even with masks covering the kids™
faces and parents shouting encourage-
ments from afar, it s still baseball in the
summer. There are still kids in the
outfield more interested in the cloud
formations than a pop fly. The clean
double play remains the stuff of legend.

‘We parents had a brief moment of
shared victory. We had given our chil-
dren the gift that s often only available
tothe young: the chance for uncompli-
cated joy. We who looked on wondered
what was next.

ESAU MCCAULLEY is an assistant profes-
sor of New Testament at Wheaton
College. He is the author of the forth-
coming book “Reading While Black:
African American Biblical Interpreta-
tion as an Exercise in Hope.
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The future
of policing?

DIRKS, FROM PAGE 9
ing Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment agents to collect with mouth
swabs DNA samples from people in
their custody and add that information
to the FBI’s DNA database.

Global norms around how to handle
genomic data are unsettled, and
against that shifting background, the
actions of superpowers like China and
the United States are likely to set
dangerous precedents for other states.

‘The high courts of some countries,
like Kuwait and Kenya, have either
banned as unconstitutional or re-
stricted the mass collection of DNA by
state authorities.

Other states are trying to forge
ahead.

In India, the government of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi introduced a
bill last year aimed at “expanding the
application of DNA-based forensic
technologies to support and strengthen
the justice delivery system of the
country” But advocacy groups have
identified the risk of potential misuses.

A senior judge had previously
varned that legislation covering In

s vast system of biometric identifi-
cation, Aadhaar, might be interpreted
in the future to justify the collection,
not only of people’s fingerprints and
iris scans, but of DNA samples as well.

Last month, civil rights groups in
Thailand raised concerns that Thai
border authorities, including soldiers,
had, without explanation, forcibly
taken DNA samples from minority
Muslim Thai citizens returning from
Malaysia.

Malaysia, for its part, is mulling
plans to create a national registration
system that would link biometric and
DNA data to existing ID documents —
this purportedly to keep ineligible
foreigners from fraudulently being
added to the country’s citizenship rolls.

‘The battle over biometric privacy
will be one of the defining civil liberty
issues of the 21st century. And grimly,
on this front, too, China seems to be
leading the way.

EMILE DIRKS is a Ph.D. candidate in the
department of Political Science at the
University of Toronto. JAMES LEIBOLD is a
senior fellow at the Australian Strategic
Policy Institute and the head of the
department of Politics, Media and
Philosophy at La Trobe University, in
Melbourne.

Unparalleled coverage.

Subscribe to The New York Times
International Edition.

nytimes.com/subscribeinternational

s LFORHELE |
BATS L0

n«’ssmmﬂ

mwmscuoa&ssm

GRUMBLES

..-n-u

aopaimoR

 ireAnaToRAL BRI




Important Editorials from Read To Succeed 28 July

THE NEW YORK TIMES INTERNATIONAL EDITION MONDAY, JULY 27, 2020 | 9

Opinion

China is harvesting DNA. Is thi

is the future of policing?

Authorities Emile Dirks _
are systemat- James Leibold
ically gather- -
ing genomic &
data from For several years now, the police and
¢ other authorities in China have been
tens o collecting across the country DNA
millions samples from millions of men and boys
of people. who aren't suspected of having com-

mitted any crime.

In a report published by the Austral-
ian Strategic Policy Institute last
month, we exposed the extent of the
Chinese government’s program of
genetic surveillance: It no longer is
limited to Xinjiang, Tibet and other
areas mostly populated by ethnic mi-
norities the government represses;
DNA collection — serving no apparent
immediate need — has spread across
the entire country. We estimate that
the authorities’ goal is to gather the
DNA samples of 35 million to 70 million
Chinese males.

Matched against official family
records, surveillance footage or wit-
ness statements in police reports, these
samples will become a powerful tool for
the Chinese authorities to track down a
man or boy — or, failing that, a relative
of his — for whatever reason they
deem fit.

The Chinese government denies the
existence of any such program, but
since our study’s publication, we have
continued to uncover online scattered
evidence revealing the program’s
enormous scale, including government
reports and official procurement orders
for DNA Kits and testing services.

DNA s being harvested across the
country: in the southwestern provinces
of Yunnan and Guizhou; in central-
southern Hunan; in Shandong and
Jiangsu, in the east; and up north, in
the autonomous region of Inner Mon-
golia.

We have continued to find photo-
graphic evidence that the police are
collecting blood from children, pin-
pricking their fingers at school —a
clear violation of China’s responsibil-
ities under the U.N. Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

And we have found fresh proof,
including official documents, showing

In China, securing the public order

ing and biomedical company that

spread abuse of genomic data by the

"4

— raising concerns in places like Aus-

Police officers.

that DNA samples are also being gath-  essentially means maintaining the describes itself as “one of the world's  Chinese police throughout the country.  tralia and California that any DNA collecting DNA
ered in major urban centers. (For a uncontested rule of the Communist leading life science and genomics Thermo Fisher had previously been  data collected in the process might samples from
time, the focus seemed to be largely on  Party. Dissent is a crime, and police organizations” — won a contract to criticized — by human rights organiza-  then be misused. schoolboys in
rural communities.) operations are a key part of the state’s  analyze 16,000 blood samples collected tions and scholars — for supplying For now, China appears to be the Shigu, Yunnan
An official report dated June 16, apparatus of repression. by one district in the province’s capital  DNA collection and analysis equip- only country in the world where police  Province, in
available on a website of the govern- ‘The Chinese police are not doing this ~ as part of the authorities’ effort to ment to the Chinese authorities in are harvesting en masse DNA samples  September.

ment of Sichuan Province, details the
creation of a DNA database by the
Public Security Bureau of the city of
Chengdu, the province’s capital, and
seeks expert opinion on the creation of
a “male ancestry investigation sys-
tem.”
It documents how 17 public security
offices have collected DNA samples
from nearly 600,000 male residents
across the city — that’s about 7 percent
of Chengdu’s male population (assum-
ing that roughly half of the city’s total
population of about 16.6 million is

€).
‘The Chengdu procurement report
states that building a massive genetic
database about local residents will help
the police “maintain public order and
stability as well as meet the needs of
daily case work”” This is of no comfort.

work alone. Evidence continues to
accumulate that private companies,
both Chinese and foreign, are complicit
in this extraordinarily vast, and omi-
nous, assault on the privacy of Chinese
citizens.

In Hunan Province, Huangrui Scien-
tific Instruments Ltd. — a company
based in the provincial capital that
produces a range of medical, chemical
and scientific products — has sold to
the Public Security Bureau of the city
of Liuyang some 140,000 DNA testing
kits produced by Thermo Fisher Scien-
tific, a U.S--based Fortune 500 com-
pany. That's enough equipment to test
roughly one in five men in the commu-
nity.

In Fujian Province, Forensic Ge-
nomics International, a subsidiary of
BGI Group — a Chinese gene-sequenc-

build a “male ancestry investigation
system.” The estimated total male
population of the district is 43,500.

The Australian Strategic Policy
Institute has contacted Thermo Fisher
and Forensic Genomics International
asking for comments on our report;
neither company replied.

In a statement issued to The New
York Times for a news story last
month related to the report, a repre-
sentative of Thermo Fisher said that
the company was “proud to be a part
of the many positive ways in which
DNA identification has been applied,
from tracking down criminals to stop-
ping human trafficking and freeing the
unjustly accused.”

The note, titled “Statement on Xin-
jiang,” did not address the concerns we
raised about the potential for wide-

support of their campaign of repres-
sion against ethnic minorities in Xin-
jiang. Already in February 2019, the
company had vowed to cease any such
sales in the region.

Last week, the U.S. Commerce De-
partment added to its list of sanctioned
companies two other subsidiaries of
BGI Group — the Chinese parent
company of Forensic Genomics Inter-
national — for “conducting genetic
analyses used to further the repression
of Uighurs and other Muslim minor-
ities” in Xinjiang.

BGI Group has rejected the accusa-
tions. Yet the company is also reported
to have agreed to build “a gene bank”
in the region.

BGI Group has also been producing
tens of millions of Covid-19 test kits for
distribution to more than 80 countries

American catastrophe through German eyes

Michael Steinberg, a professor of

outside the scope of criminal investiga-
tions. But how much longer before
others follow suit?

In other countries, including the
United States, law enforcement au-
thorities are also pushing the ethical
boundaries of genetic data collection.

‘The police in New York routinely
collect DNA samples from people they
arrest or simply question — some-
times without saying. Across the
United States, police officers search
private ancestry sites like GEDmatch
scouring genetic data looking for po-
tential leads in cold cases — also with-
out the knowledge or the consent of
the people who uploaded their person-
al information.

Earlier this year, the Trump admin-
istration put in place a program requir-
DIRKS, PAGE 11

“disappeared,” aword whose lingering

Trump says % history at Brown University and the . psychological devastation I measured in
he wants to =) former president of the American Acad- I] countless tear-filled rooms. Later I went
3 emy in Berlin, wrote to me last week: ) to Berlin, where there was only one

protect “The American catastrophe seems to story: totalitarian tragedy and the labors
law-abiding 4 getworse every day, but the events in of democratic salvation.

iti Portland have particularly alarmed me ‘The Department of Homeland Securi-
:31323? n]fii:]l; Roger Cohen asakind of strategic experiment for ty's Customs and Border Protection
bty T ;:lslcifga.'rheplaybonk from the Gelrlman c(‘);ﬁrm?d lasthweek Lhautlhas depl?yed
issul is of democracy in 1933 seems well in officers from three paramilitary-style
“Decree of place, including rogue military factions, units tojoin the federal crackdown in
the Reich of cities, etc” Portland. The Trump administration,

President for
the Protection
of People and

PARIS No people has found the Ameri-
canlurch toward authoritarianism
under President Trump more alarming
than the Germans. For postwar Ger-

Steinberg continued, “The basic
comparison involves racism as a politi-
cal strategy: aracistimaginary ofa
pure homeland, with cities demonized

facing lawsuits, has cited post-9/11legis-
lation establishing the department to
justify its action. Chicago is now among
several cities being targeted as Trump

many, the United States was savior, as placesof decadence” seeks to foment confrontation.

State.” protector and il acascade As Tom Ridge, a Republican who was
Now, Germans,inshock, speakofthe  designed to blunt alarm. He deadens thefirsthead of the Department of
“Ameri > and repeti- Homeland Security, noted in an interview

Arecent cover of the weekly maga-
zine Der Spiegel portrays Trumpin the
Oval Office holding alighted match,
withacountry ablaze visible through

tion. But something about the recent
use of unmarked cars and camouflage-
clad federal agents without clear identi-
fying insignia detaining protesters

his window. Th “Der Feuer-
teufel,” or, literally, “the Fire Devil.”
Germans havea particular relation-
ship tofire. The Reichstag fire of 1933
enabled Hitler and the Nazis to scrap
the fragile Weimar democracy that had
brought them to power. Hitler’s murder-

inclination to shrug.

From lhe deployment of those federal
units in Portland, Oregon’s largest city,
where protesters have been demanding
racial justice and police accountability,
it's not a huge leap to the use of paramil-
itaries (like the German Freikorps in

now
War, Auschwitz and the German catas-
trophefollowed.

the 1920s) to buttress a “Law and Or-
der” campaign. The Freikorps battled
communists. Today, Trump claims to

man diplomatsover the years, includ-
ing Michael Steiner, wholabored to stop
the Balkan wars of the 1990s, and Wolf-
gang Ischinger, the former German
ambassador tothe United States. It
always seemed to me that their particu-

)" “terrorists” and
violent leftists. It's the leitmotif of his
quest for asecond term.

Perhaps the years I spent covering
Argentinain the 1980s, in the aftermath
of the military junta, made me particu-
larly sensitive to the use of unmarked

lar passion for and
the

cars —in the ine case, Ford

of how easily these are lost.

Bleftvwing political
opponents offthe street, They were

‘Titete ein Dentscher die kieine Maddie?
B.

pur

DERSPEGEL

‘with the Sirius XM host Michael Smer-
conish, the department was “not estab-
lished to be the president’s personal
militia”

Inwartime, the Third Geneva Conven-
tion, to which the United States is a party,
requires even irregular forces to wear “a
fixed distinctive sign recognizableata
distance” Thisis critical not only to
protecting civilians but also to ensuring
accountability for misconduct.

When paramilitary-style units have no
identifying insignia, there s no transpar-
ency, no accountability —and that means
impunity. Democracy dies. Think of all
this as setting the scene for Trump’s own
“state of emergency” if he does not like
the November election result. Social
mediais combustible enough for a physi-
calfire to be unnecessary.

‘The president says he wants to protect
law-abiding citizens. In 1933, after the
Reichstag burned, Hitler issued the
COHEN, PAGE 11
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The lockdown advantage

It decelerated the pandemic, averted lakhs of cases, saved thousands of lives.
The time it provided has been utilised effectively to strengthen the health system

VINOD PAUL

THE FIRST CASE of COVID-19in India was re-
ported onJanuary 30. For the nextsix weeks,
aggressive contact tracing and containment
measures kept the numbers minimal.
However, by the third week of March, it be-
came apparent to experts that the outbreak
was entering the exponential phase. The
growth rate of new cases had increased by
nearly 80 per cent in just over a week pre-
ceding March 22, from 109 per cent to 19.6
per cent (figure). The doubling time of cases
atjust over three days was pointing toward
animminent trajectory of an overwhelming
caseload and excessive mortality, experi-
enced by the US and many European nations.

‘The nationwide lockdown announced by
the prime minister on March 24, based on
this assessment, was a necessary interven-
tion to quell the transmission chain of the
virusand to gain time fora high level of pre-
paredness. The unanimous support of the
states has been critical in making this meas-
ure effective and successful.

SARS-COV-

states make up 90 per cent active cases, the

- generally

have 10 per centactive cases.

spreads by respiratory and salivary droplets

within close physical proximity. There s nei-

theravaccinenoradrugfor prevention. While

there are several unknowns in dealing with

this new disease agent, increasing the physi-
e

Nearly halfof our total cases and 65 per cent
deaths are confined to just 10 ities. In the
mediadin, itescapes notice that the vast pop-
ulation of our nation haslow or negligiblein-
fecnon prevalence. Notwithstanding the

ing the frequency of person-to-person con-
tact makes it difficult for the virus to spread.
“This principle underpins the lockdown strat-
egy.It i i i

met-
ros and large cities, the fact remains that
overall, the nation has ensured that the pan-
demic remains manageable so far. Yes, the

chain of the virus, thereby decelerating and
imiti doing o, I

number of is rising, but on
amuch lower trajectory than the pre-lock-
down curve. M ignil

theinfectionis controlled and valuable time s
ained

ity rate has been progressively declining.
betterand

pareafitting response.

The impact of the lockdown on pan-
demic progression became evident after
about 10days, by the end of the first weekof
April,

better outcomes.

Thanksto the lockdown decision, the to-
tal burden of confirmed cases and deaths is
among the lowest in the world despite our

cubation period. The figure shows that the
‘growth rate of new cases dropped from an
unnerving 23 per cent in the first week of
April at the cusp of the lockdown-effect pe-
riod to decline tojust over 5 per cent in the
next six weeks by mid-May. This translated
into increasing the doubling time of cases
from 3.4 days at the outset to over 14 days.
Asalastinggain of thelockdown, the growth
rate continues to be consistently low even in
the unlock phase with the doubling time
having climbed to 21 days.

the pandemic, we have had about 12 lakh cu-
mulative cases and 27,000 deaths. In con-
trast, with almost an equivalent combined
population, Europe (740 million) plus North
America (580 million) together have had 72
lakh cases, and about 4 lakh deaths despite
having stronger health systems. So far, we
have 811 total confirmed cases per 10 lakh
against the world average of 1,881 (USA
11,774, Brazil 9,876, Spain 6,573, UK 4,341,
Italy 4,043, France 2,676). Likewise, total
deaths per 10 lakhin the country are just 20

Several analyses give us a
big-picture view of the situation we would
have found ourselves in without the lock-
down. ases averted run

compared mean of 78 (UK 667,
Spain 608, Italy 580, France 462, USA 433,
Brazil 374). We continue to reap the results of
rhe effective reduc

Lockdown 1

Lockdown 3

LOCKDOWN DISTINCTLY SLOWED PANDEMIC

Lockdown 4

0%.
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Atend-April, half a billion
people were under lockdown
— imposed by most
countries in Europe and
Latin America. Earlier in the
same month, almost 300
million people in the US
were in some form of
lockdown. Most of these
countries resorted to
lockdowns at a stage when
the epidemic was already
overpowering, their health
system capacities were close
to being exhausted and the
burden of deaths was already

into crores. The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation has estimated
thatbased i

overwhelming. The

wasachlevedduung the luckdown(ﬁgure)
Besic

prevented as many as 14-29 lakh COVID-19
cases and 37,000 to 78,000 deaths (with
point estimates of 20 lakh and 54,000, re-
spectively) by mid-May. Remember, evenin
mid-July, we have yet to reach such a high
burden, and this could have been a grim re-
ality in mid-May.

The lockd

tunity emredirouns preparedness to
face the disease. In the first two monthsof the
lockdown, states readied 3.2 lakh COVID-spe-
cific hospital beds along with additional 6.5
lakh beds for suspected and mild cases. Inthe
same period, the testing number reached 30
lakh from a mere 20,000. An entirely newin-

mat-

ographically contained. Even today, only 13

y
ter of weeks. The country experienced a

g
lockdown had become an
inevitable compulsion for
them. In contrast, India has
been proactive and pre-
emptive in its approach and
took this measure at a point
when the size of the
outbreak was manageable
and deaths were low.

A livable planet

AP] Abdul Kalam's vision for development has special resonance today

O
e

CRSasikumar

game-changing moment for telemedicine.
Themostimportantgainof thelockdown was
the behaviour change in the people. Wearing
masks, do gaz ki doori and hand hygiene be-

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The world must not be hijacked by a group of political madmen. The tragedies

in1910s and 1930s must not be repeated again.”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Ona
dark path

Rajasthan case shows that institutions charged
with holding the line are crossing it

one reference out of many which explain
the limits placed on the office of the gov-
emnor by the Constituent Assembly.

Itis telling that there is no statement
or concern expressed by those who ap-
pointed the governor in question. The
Modi-Shah run Union government has
chosen to remain silent at a time when

RANDEEP SINGH
SURJEWALA

FORMER PRIME MINISTER Lal Bahadur
Shastri once famously reminded the na-
tion to hold dear the rule of law “so that
the basic structure of our democracy is
maintained and strengthened”. Like other
statesmen of that era, Shastri knew that
the continued existence of a democracy
‘was (and remains) inextricably linked to
itsadherence to the rule of law. A democ-
racy can only function if the constitution
onwhichitis founded — and from which
flows this rule of law — is treated as invi-
olable and sacrosanct. That certain lines
cannot be crossed if a democracy is to
flourish in the truest sense.

Andyet, the last week has seen alitany
of unprecedented assaults by institutions
that were once charged with holding the
line. These institutions have not just ac-
quiesced but also participated in the
crossing of a Lakshman rekha in a man-
nerwhich, either willingly or unwillingly,
benefits the interests of a single political
party, all the while flagrantly flouting
I ing legal

the governor's

clearly benefits them. However. nooneis
in doubt about the conspirators and col-
laborators behind these attempts. What
should worry us asacountryis that there
isanalmost pathological political desper-
ation, even in the face of a pandemic, a
devastating economicspiral and a border
crisis, to seize power in yet another state
through means that are neither hon-
ourable nor legal.

Second, we saw a high court,inaman-
ner never witnessed before, disregard the
decision of a constitutional bench of the
Supreme Court (Kihoto Hollohan, 1992)
just to halt the disqualification of individ-
uals who are openly working to desta-
bilise a government.

The high court, after indulging a spe-
cious constitutional challenge, intervened
to“stay" the Speaker’s notice ina manner
that was, in this writer’s opinion, prema-
ture and without jurisdiction. The deci-
sion, almost immediately, invited wide-
spread and legitimate criticism given that
itwent, inexplicably, against the categor-
ical direction of the five Supreme Court
judges (in Kihoto Hollohan) that “[H]aving
regard to the constitutional scheme in the

In this pandemic, each day counts be-
cause we learn more about this virus every
day and we get better at saving lives. The
‘window provided by the lockdown has lso
taken us closer to a more informed treat-
ment, better drugs and even vaccines. Two

First, of

not
cover any stage prior to the making ofa

ernor.A iswilling to proveits
majority on the floor of the House,
through the constitutionally-prescribed
method and asks for asession to be called.
However, the governor, instead of dis-

alsand emergency use has been authorised
for a few therapeutic modalities.
Alockdown is a very difficult choice for
any nation to make. It has huge economic
andsocial osts. However, duringthe COVID-

chalgmg his obligations whichaare clearly

by the Constitution,
Chooses to raise arbitrary and unrelated
issues (qua period of notice, pending case
etc.) to buy time and delay the process.
‘This action stands out for its lack of consti-
tunol\al sancnon The Constitution sim-

thisoption

by many countries to save lives and restore
people’s confidence in the face of an emer-
gent catastrophe. At end-April, half a billion
people were under lockdown — imposed by
‘most countries in Europe and Latin America.
Earlier in the same month, almost 300 mil-
lion people in the US were in some form of
lockdown. Most of these countries resorted
tolockdowns at a stage when the epidemic
was already overpowering, their health sys-
tem capacities were close to being exhausted
and the burden of deaths was already over-
‘whelming. The lockdown had become anin-
evitable compulsion for them.

In contrast, India has been proactive and
pre-emptive in its approach and took this
measure ata point when the size of the out-
break was manageable and deaths were low.
If it was not for the lockdown, by now, the
scale of the pandemlc would have been as-

ply doe: nor the author-
ity lo raise these concerns. There is
similarly no provision or precedent that
allows the governor to defy the calling of
a session of the Assembly. Multiple
benches of the Supreme Court have con-
firmed this (including a seven-judge
bench in Shamsher Singh in 1974 and a
five-judge bench in Nebam Rebiain 2016).

During the Constituent Assembly de-
bates, Babasaheb Ambedkar (May 1949)
explained that “According to the princi-
ples of the new Constitution he (the gov-
emnor) is required to follow the advice of
his ministry in all matters... We felt that
the powers of the governor were so lim-
ited, so nominal, his position so ornamen-
tal that probably very few would come
forward to stand for election”, This is just

decision by ‘hairman; and
no quia timet (that is, interim interven-
tions) are permissible”. No reasoning
whatsoever is provided for this striking
departure from established precedent by
the high court. No plausible justification
s provided to explain why the constitu-
tional precedents presented before them
were disregarded.

The very fact that foundational consti-
tutional principles are being casually re-
visited is a cause for concern. Democracy
will cease to have any meaning i all con-
stitutional institutions fall to the wayside
and capitulate in this manner. By betray-
ingthe offices created and upheld by great
‘men and women and by committing acts
that border on rewriting the law based on
convenientopinionsinstead of precedent,
we are set on adark path

But the Constitution of India can sur-
vive this assault. Indeed, it was designed
to do so. We will maintain our vigil as a
parliamentary opposition should. And in
doing so, we will hope that other institu-
tions, which are sought to be bullied and
undermined, stand together and uphold
the rule of law.

Thewriter s an advocate and the AICCin-
charge, media and communication

quences, The lockdown effectively deceler-
ated the pandemic, averted lakhs of cases
and saved thousands ofves. The timeit pro-
vided has been utilised effectively to
strengthen the health system. Challengeslie
ahead, buta timely lockdown gave India an
edge in the war against the pandemic.

The writeris Member (Health), NITI Aayog.
Views are personal

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

THEWORLD!
times. National and international bodies are
cooperating on various platforms to over-
come multiple crises. In this context, a
thought of former President of India, A P
Abdul Kalam, that the earth is the only liv-
able planet in our solar system, has particu-
lar relevance. Humanity is duty-bound to
protect and preserve the earth. Our society
and governance systems recognise this and
have become more sensitive to that fact that
even small delays in action can cause unre-
pairable consequences.

'oday, man-made forces like global
warming and pollution are a threat to the
planet. The combination of better gnver-

‘making

for serving the society in ways

his fing), cautionary lecture - Creating a
Livable Planet Earth” —at

hithertonotimagined. Asanimportant stake-
holder 'we must act towards

of Management, Shillong, on July 27, 2015,
he gave a warning about the damage our
quest for development has inflicted on the
earth's ecosystem. He laid down the princi-
ples for the future course of action to save
nature.

It was at the Befjing Forum in China on
November 2, 2012, that Kalam first spoke
about how vital the idea of a livable planet
earth is. Addressing the Forum, he said:
“Humanity needs a great vision to forget all
the conflicts and move towards a common
goal of peace and prosperity forall global cit-

strengthening policy initiatives such as recy-
cling, waste management, energy efficiency,
designs without pollution, paperless offices,
renewable energy, effective use of natural
lightand ventilation, sustainability education
andother such relevantactivities. This is how
we could follow Kalam's vision.
In The Family and th

had several informal discussions with Kalam

ontheroleof MPsand Parliamentbefore the

publication of his book, A Manifesto for
hange.

Kalam dreamt of a developed India.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been
leading the people on a journey to achieve
Kalam' dream. PM Mo caron callof

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘WHO FAILED US?

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Case for a
presidential system’ (IE, July 25). The
presidential system carries with it the
dangers of creating a dictatorship.
Indian democracy drives its strength
from the illiterate poor who have kept
it thriving by defying the sceptics, not
Oxford elites. The presidential system
was forwarded asa. so]unon even when
Indira Gandhi wa: But

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS |
"o CLIMATE CHANGE BEYOND

PARIS: ASHISH CHATURVEDI,
VIJETARATTANI

the problemisthe cultof personality or
“bhakti” as BR Ambedkar said. The la-
cunae in the parliamentary system
needs to be addressed especially that
pertaining to time-bound discussion of
bills buttosay that presidential system
s the answer to India’s woes is incor-
rect. Thus neither India’s democracy
norits Constitution has failed, it is the
leaders who have failed us. As
Ambedkar said“If

@ TALEOFTWOCURVES:
SONAL VARMA, AURODEEP
NANDI |

|
www.indianexpress.com

the region. The Centre should not re-
mainamerespectatorandassert fi rrmly

implement the Constitution, don't
blameit, blame the vile men”
Husain Dalwai via e-mail

REMAIN ON ALERT

impe-
tusto: ourcﬁ’orts Tne |denuﬁcanon of cham-

Nation, a treatise of

pion sectors, co-option of

values for building a society,
Kalam, along with AcharyaMahapragya, has
ight path for makin iF

the best actices withavocal
campaign for local manufacturing, are
-amon; il

T TO the editorial, The prop-
aganda front’(IE, July 27). Information
warfare can easily disrupt the function-
ingofagovernment Foryears, Pakistan
has spread an anti-India narrative, es-

against:
stands of the Naga insurgent groups.
The government must also find alter-
nate voices representative of the Naga
peoplethat are peaceful and reasonable
in dealing with the Naga cause.

Sagar Ganesh Borade, Thane

SCHOOL CHALLENGES

‘THIS REFERS TO the article, How COVID
has hit learning, (IE, July 27). The pan-
demic has slowed d

nation.
Kalam advised politicians to show ma-

nance systems and our divi-
dend — 65 per cent of its population is less
than 35 years old —are key ingredientsin de-
veloping India in a sustainable manner,
which can also be inspiring to rest of the
world, Few individuals have possessed the
knowledge and wisdom to enlighten society

izens.
leading to ‘livable Planet Earth’. This vision
will be greater than any other vision so far
envisioned by humanity.”

The need to adhere to this vision asks us
o take lessons from nature itself Today, the
le(hnulngy -connected world has become a

Kalam, a Bharat Ratna, was one such person.
Recalling his wisdom and adopting his values
in our daily lives will be the best tribute to
the noble soul, whose fifth death anniver-
sary fell on Monday.

Kalam inspired many people to work for

. We must incl
ures in our daily lives. Lives are interlinked
and we need to strengthen these linkages.
Nature can teach tolerance and build an am-
icable relationship with humanity. This is a
moment to introspect on this relationship.
The need of the hour is also to find new op-

turity for
mentof the country. As per Article 79 of the
Constitution, Parliament consists of the
Presidentand the two Houses of Parliament.
Emphasising this relationship, Kalam ex-

asuperpower as envisioned by Kalam. The
principle of self-reliance is guiding the gov-
emment'sactionsinall the ectors.The 17th
Lok Sabha has witnessed the dynamism of
MPs and their legislative work towards na-
tion-building.

While demitting office as the President,

pressed c frequent

Kalam said that

of Parliament many times. In hi

nect th b||honsofpeo-

lecture, he asked young

come up with three innovativeideas to make
Parliament more productive and vibrant.
Inspired by Kalam, the Sansad Ratna and
Sansad MahaRatna awards for the best par-
liamentarians were instituted. I received
these awards during the 15th Lok Sabha. |

candoit”.Karmayogi Kalam's wisdom con-
tinues to guide us even after his death.

The writeris Union Minister of State for
Partiamentary Affairs, Heavy Industries and
Public Enterprises

peciallyinii fora. Terrorism
and information campaigns are the
biggest threats to India. Delhi needs to
keep the vigil against the campaign un-
til it becomes too late.

Mumbai

shutdown domesticand international
markets and has impacted the govern-
ment treasury. It has also hit the coun-
try's educational system. The boards
have been

‘Omkar’

NAGALAND UNREST

GOVERNOR AND GOVERNMENT'S in-
terlocutor RN Raviabouta parallel gov-
ernment in the state pertains to well-
known facts. Successive governments
atthe Centre have tried hard and for too
long to bring stability and harmony in

labus for the year, classes are been con-
ducted online with lesser scope of
healthy education being imparted. The
‘Sarva Sikhshya Abhiyan'’ did attempt
to increase literacy levels, but today
amid this problem, the students of ru-
ral areas where the Internet has not
spread face an uncertain future.
Chandravir Singh, Agra
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Turbocharge India’s youth for a
sustainable economic comeback

The Centre, private sector and even the IMF could help unlock resources for much-needed online education in the country

EJAZ GHANI
worked at The World Bank, and has taught
eeconomics at Delhi and Oxford universities

ndia, with amedian age of around 25 years
compared to40in Chinaand the US,and 50 in
Europe, has the world's largest youth bulge,
exceeding500 million, Although this has pos
tioned the country well to sustain growth, this
isnot automatic. It needs to be turbocharged
topreventayouth advantage from becoming a
demographic disaster. A transition from farm to
rauon jobs, home ownershipand economic secu-
o in

Human capital.
India’s investment in human capital has simply
not kept up with the size of its youth bulge, the
pace of structural transformation, and technologi-
aladvances. The country
million new workers every year toits labour force
for the next two decades. Agriculture, which
eemploys more than half of that force, will not be
able to employ new entrants. Non-agricultural jobs
must take the lead role, but are more skill inten-
sive. The covid pandemic, however, could create
an education crisis, given its various restrictions,
and yield a generation that will lose out on learn-
ing. This wi uuld beasevere setback. Even before

Akey challenge will be to prumole PPP: in data

access to basic education was

hat will ps

denied to the bulk of school-age childs anda
university-level education was far beyond the
reach of millions, The divide between those who
have aceess o education and those who don't has
increased, as existing education and skill develop-

Nt

Durian waste might be able to charge your phone.
Hold your nose and bear this new energy source

L ithium-ion batteries have transformed our ability to store and carry energy
around with us. But they have their limitations. This has spurred scientists

IsToCKPHOTO

around types of battery that

problems. By range of materials, f Ky fruit,

they dnewways of po the future. Oneinnova”

i onlytryingtofindne our s, butalsotackle

lhc issueoffood aseat Vincent h atthe
dney, and his team, including 1 are turning waste

immthe\wlld ssmelliest fuit durian,and the world'slargest fuitackfruit into
that d within minutes.

The shocking scale of Amazonian animal trade

llionsofwild animalsare trafficked within and out of Brazil every year, a new

report has found, with its authors warning that a lack of good quality data

legal gl ‘vmh grave
1 !

‘author, Sandra Charity, a biodiversity consultant who wrote the 110-page study
with Juliana Ferreira from Freeland Brasil, anon-profit group combating the trade.
Producedby wildlife trade monitoring network Traffic it called foranational tra
egytocombat Data isevenmore
“notoriously scarce”, the report found. Turtle eggs and pirarucu fish are sold for
food and river fish sold to Asia for aquariums.

The Guardian

Boats in demand as families venture out to sea

B randon Mitchell had big plans to visit family in Michigan and take his wife and
three kids to Disney World. The pandemic put those plans on ice. So they
boughta boat mstead w regnmg!make thesea. There'ssomuch to Iore

gomglobc1blc[ogclanywhcrcc]sc Agmmngnumbcmfpmplonkcmnclmlk
of the Maine

faced by
women in economic participation could be done
through various means. Fiscal, financial and skill

5

local IT must provide
local IT training in small townsand rural arcas.
Data collaboration in India s sill an carly stage,
and plans can be designed to ensure that data is

ment limited in scope, and not
accessible or affordable for everyone. These are
focused on urban areas and on formal sectors. It is
tilted against small towns and rural areas, and the
informal sector that employs more than 70% of the
labour force. Hub-and-spoke models, which link
different states, ministries and the public sector
witl ivate, dated and D

used tomaximize the potential of skill
ata

playavital role to
climinate gender disparities. Gender budgeting
cquality through
fiscal policies and adequate and properly moni-
tored spending on gender-related goals. Gender
li

that

sin keyareas of

skill development n the past. PPPscan alsq help
private companies boost their brand reputation,
channel their development spending, and identify
new opportunities.
Online skill and edu
potentaltoheamult

tion programmes have the
llion dollar opportunity.

through th
revolution ofall time. Ioesrapealo“ :kl]lethbr
rium trap, current mod mzed

I:m nstands to gain a lot from mobile learning,
Isupport and virtual Bi

budgetary hased dskill
devi e]npmen[ that contribute to the achievement
of gender-related goals.

Preparing women for gender equality in skill
development isan exercise thatstill hasa long way
togoin India, given that more than 225 million
womenarestill not in the labour force. Surveys
report their status as “attending domestic duti
Women face socialand cultural barriers, 0o, that
limittheira fonand work.Howerer,

dataanal; d, and this could

tokeep pace with ical adv:

meetyouth aspirations. India’s digitization process
isthe second fasestin the world.with the nunber
ofinternet )0 million,
ondonly to China. Indians, who spend nearly 20
hours per week on social media, use alot more data
than Americans. Policymakers need to tap infor-
mation communication technology (ICT) to turbo-

drivecloud marku growthin the future.
‘The demise of the informal sector s unlikely.
Staying smallisa rational by

'womcn voulh h

jobroles, such as digital and fiancial literacy. Part-

high urban density. Also, technological changes
have enabled entreprencurs o operateata smaller

industry to support women-centric
skill projects in non-traditional trades need to be
expanded. Gender parity, we should note, isboth

amoral

tion economies. The growth benefits ofurbamzar

Silicon Valley, regional duclopmcm banks.and

charge the youth. ICT will help scal
rammes aimedat the youth| bulgein smdu towns

ic
are much stronger in India, compared to the US,
i

and ruml drl-'d

murm.ll sectors.

lenti omen with knowl-
lic private par ’s), imp links dy d skill in the 2Ist century
between training and industry needs, and upgrade | economy is not just the right thing to do, but the

outdated training systems. New technology will
notonly educate more people, butalso lower

smart thing to do. Bringing women's participation
inthe labour force up to the same level as that of

education costs and make it

men has the potential to boost India’s economy by

potential to unlock global resources lol onlme
learning. The International Monetary Fund could

amid i ic. And that's good
news for the boat industry... A recent survey showed more than 70% of boat dealers
were either completely out of boats or had low inventory, said Matt Gruhn of the
Marine Retailers Association of the Americas.

AP

Why some mosquitoesjust can'tresisthumans

utof

and even within
orefer-
ences. Why do some find us irresistible, while others remain unimpressed? To
answer that question,a teamof Pinceton escarchers, working withalurge et
workofloc b-Sal
Colleting the eggs of.
vellow feverandd
nies,and thentemping he nsects iththe sweet amellsof umanand ofrodent,
he d that the more human-1 tended to come
from areas with a dry climate and dense human population.
The New Zealand Herald

species, onlyafewli

placescan

spent three years dri ran Africa

for Zika

The viewer who spotted aTv reporter 's tumour

A television eyed viewer for notic-
inga hump on her neck and emnlmg her that she shou]d getit checked out.
Victoria Price, areporter for WFLA in Tampa, followed the advice and was diag-
nosed with cancer. Price tweeted that she is undergoing surgery on Monday to
remove the tumour, her thyroid and a couple of lymph nodes. “Doctor said it's
spreading, but not toomuch, and we're hopeful this will be my first and last proce-
dure,”she said. The viewer emailed Price st month, s

issue special drawing rights (its global reserve
asset) to unlock more resources to meet the fiscal
needs ofonline learningin thisglobal downturn.
Digital technology isa force for the good, and it
needs to be keptopen and global, not chained in
the face of efforts by governments to fragmentit.

THEIR

herof had. Price, 28,an

iying the lump reminded
rter, said this week that her

ision station'scatchphrase s 8 On Your ide.But the rolesrece
I hen1found aviewer on MY side, and I couldn’t be more grateful,” Pricesa

reversed

A great inexcusable macroeconomics—grim—omission

VIVEK MOORTHY

olossal job losses are ongoing glo-
damity.Ina

would have to be rewritten within three to
fiveyears.” The doctoral sociology thesis of
Arthur Dahlberg, a former engineer with
fountain pen patents, titled Jobs, Machines
and Capitalism, was published in 1932. He

Rightto Work 1988), by the labour historian
Benjamin Hunnicutt.

Much milder work-sharing legislation
based on a 40-hour week cap was finally
ena(‘led by Roosevelt as part of the Pre:r

ofshorter hours. With Communistinfluence

(he)
fonh PRA)oI'Jul} 1933, panoflthanonal

recentarticle, Isuggested pragmatic
{es.when demand ceally. o

growing after

is professor, economics and
social sciences, Indian Institute
of Management Bangalore

post-War,

duce hours perworker (Ignore the work
week; Reduce the work year', Mint, 16 June).
Asamatter of fact, policies to share work,
based on the week, were widely discussed in
the 1930s and partly implemented in
response to the Great Depression. Neverthe-
less, leading economi
shorter-hour poli

se in the | Industrial Recovery

then failed to dis-
md 50 in the

discussion then provides valuable guide-
lines for policies now.

Duringhe1920s, continuingapre-World
Warone trend, thework week wasshrinking
and more companiesadopted the 8-hours-
days (8x5) workweek in the US. By
1932, there wasstrongsupportacrossawide
spectrum to enactlegislation for a 30-hour
week (6x5). In June1932, New York's Mayor
FiorelloLa Guardia stated that fthe 30-hour
week wasnot adopted, “the US C i

for-!

By | November1932, Roosevelt

How Labor Ab

dalc Herbert Hoover and Democrat Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt actively supported the 30
Hour Bill. However, after being elected in
ithdrewstrong
support for the Black Connery 30-hour Bill.
Itfailed to get enacted in April 1933 despite
easily clearing the Senate. The above facts
aredrawn from the book Work Without End:
Hours for the

macroeconomists of the
last century, who lived

been based on money supply, not interest
rates. Irving Fisher, after evaluating various
theories about business cycles, attributed
the collapse in the US to debt deflation and
deleveraging. His remedy? The deliberate

raisingof the price level,ie. reflation.
All three had a pronounced bias against
discussing, asdistinet from

ary policies were leadingto recovery. How-
ever, hedidn'tdiscuss shorter-hour policies.
Finally, let us scrutinize what Keynes
wrote in 1936. In chapter 22 in his General
Theory... on the trade cycle, he discussed
other New Deal policies, but not the PRA.
Indeed, inless than halfa page, he broadly
dismissed “redistributing the existing vol-

as
~ much more so than the plan of increasing
consumption”. There is no mention of his
Cambridge don and friend Lord Russell's
callfora 20-hour week. In the index, there
areabout 50 sub entries under Wages, none

ofwhich mention hours. Neither “work” nor

thetictomercantilism and protectionist pol-
icies (with qualifications, recognizing the

National Industrial Recov-
ery Act. Yet there is no

since a trade surplus
entailsmorejobs. Returning o the present,
US President Donald Trump has been bash-
ing China forits trade >urplus bm lgnunng

Depression, he aid tha Ldpllull:m.l:dava Overall, his New Deal se. endorsing
begivena“fairt demandstimulusreplaced We must rectify i Frieiman s
Although tiressat i techniciansand | work o ng as the main Schwartz's A Monetary His-
managers”, Dahlberg’s ook greatly influ- | mechanism to boost jobs. thecolossal ;70 e Sates:
enced Senator Hugo Black of Alabama. e | Unfortunately, thisvital — fajlure of the /86701960 1963) covers
initiated legislation fora 30-hourweek,and | work sharing issue has the Great Depression and
asked Dahlberg to testfy before Congress. | been neglected by main- discipline the New Deal in great
cross the Atlantic, ishphil stream fro depth. The800-plus-page | “hours” featuresin the index.
andmathematician Bertrand Russel called | then to now. Specifically,  £0 CONSICl@r @ ook indes itselfrunsio |  Yet.inthenex
forasthortr 20 hourweekinOctober1932 | consider heexplanaions licy of sh about 80 columns, but has
i« | for the I —and policy of shorter only one detailed discus-
dlesin Ubpubllcanonsnnshoner]\nurs ensuing policy prescrip- policy i i esand | risks of
oth th di- | tions—of! work hours prices, pertaining to the

stimulus to overcome it. Milton Friedman
and Anna Schwartz argued that massive
errors in Federal Reserve policy were to
blame and that Fed decisions should have

Irving Fisher, in his 1933 article A Debt
Deflation Theory of the Business Cycle, writ-
ing shortly after the New Deal began to be
enacted, stressed that Roosevelt's reflation-

throughit.John Maynard Keynesattributed | mentionatallof sharingPRA, | theneed hor
the slump to a collapse of animal spi a part of the above Act, and its possible | savejobsin America.Insome sense, heisin
impacton istingui i company. One

can certainly conclude that this Great Inex-
cusable Macroeconomics—or Grim—Omis-
sion that has continued for nearly a century
needs to be rectified.
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In reverse gear

The draft EIA notification needs wider
consultation and progressive changes
lhe Union Ministry of Environment has been in
Tthe spotlight on more than one occasion during
the pandemic, as it worked to push through re-

trograde decisions in an of
general paralysis. In April, Environment Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar used a virtual conference to ensure that
the National Board for Wildlife’s Standing Committee
stamped its approval on several projects, with serious
implications for conservation. He now wants to hurri-
edly make a fundamental change to the process of pro-
ject approvals, by introducing a new Environment Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) Notification. Now in draft, it
seeks to replace the existing EIA notification of 2006.
The proposed provisions show that the Ministry has
gone to great lengths to reduce or even remove public
participation, and by extension independent expert
opinion, from the process of granting environmental
clearances; public reporting of violations may also not
be taken cognisance of. While there can be no argu-
‘ment about the importance of development projects, it
has resorted to sophistry in classifying activity for ex-
emptions. Section 26 provides a list of projects that
would not attract environmental clearance or permis-
sion, including coal mining and seismic surveys for oil,
‘methane and shale gas on some lands. Section 14 pro-
vides exemption for these and some other projects
from public consultation, also limiting the scope of pu-
blic involvement to the districts concerned, in the case
of national parks and sanctuaries where pipeline infras-
tructure will pass. Roads and highways get liberal con-
cessions. Further, it retains the clause that if a public
agency or authority considers the local situation not
conducive to participation by citizens, the public con-
sultation need not include a public hearing.

In spite of the far-reaching nature of its proposed ac-
tions, the Centre has displayed unseemly haste to get
them in place and Mr. Javadekar has not aided credibil-
ity by trying to shut down public responses to the draft
early. It took a Delhi High Court order to extend the dea-
dline to August 11. The exercise has been further mud-
died by the mysterious blocking of some activist web-
sites calling for the EIA proposal to be dropped, and
demanding a new approach towards conserving natu-
ral resources for future generations. Clearly, the
Centre’s attempts at weakening checks and balances
are not new. A study of coal mining clearances shows
that 4,302 hectares of forest were diverted during 2014-
18, favouring extraction over conservation. COVID-19
has powerfully demonstrated the value of nature for
well-being: of lost forests and captured wildlife bringing
virus reservoirs closer to humans and foul air destroy-
ing their health. While there might be a case for some
changes, much of the proposed EIA system can only
‘make things worse, and should not be pushed through.

Sudan’s troubles
The continuing violence is a reminder of the
task of restoring peace among ethnic groups
The massacre of over 60 people over the weekend

in Sudan’s Darfur region marks a further escala-

tion in the violence blighting the territory since
the 2019 ouster of the country’s dictator Omar al-Bash-
ir. About 500 armed men targeted the Masalit commun-
ity in west Darfur’s Masteri town, according to the UN
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. On
Friday, 20 people, including women and children, were
gunned down in a South Darfur town when displaced
farmers were returning to the region under a recent go-
vernment-backed agreement with the original lan-
downers. Days earlier, Khartoum declared an emergen-
cy in the North Darfur region after a police station was
burned down and vehicles set on fire by protesters in a
small town and militias attacked another. These inci-
dents are a reminder of the unfinished task of restoring
stability in Darfur racked by a conflict between the na-
tion’s dominant Arab rulers and the African ethnic
communities demanding greater autonomy from Khar-
toum. Nertiti town in central Darfur has become the ep-
icentre of the growing opposition in the region. The
mass sit-ins since June have attracted wider support
from the professional classes that spearheaded the
2019 popular uprising that led to the fall of the autocrat-
ic regime of Mr. Bashir. In response to demands from
women’s groups for basic protection following the vio-
lence, Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has announced
the deployment of additional security forces. But the
continuing tensions merely reinforce concerns that the

Needed, amap for Indias foreign policy

In the backdrop of setbacks, especially in the neighbourhood, the country has to reconsider its diplomacy’s trajectory

STANLY JOHNY

ot long ago, India was seen
Nas a natural rising power in

South Asia and the Indian
Ocean Region. It was the de facto
leader of the South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). It has historical and cul-
tural ties with Nepal. It enjoyed
traditional goodwill and influence
in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. It
had made investments worth bil-
lions of dollars in Afghanistan and
cultivated vibrant ties with the
post-Taliban stakeholders in Ka-
bul. It had committed itself to mul-
tilateralism and the Central Asian
connectivity project, with Iran be-
ing its gateway. It was competing
and cooperating with China at the
same time, while the long border
between the two countries re-
mained largely peaceful.

Cut to the present. India is per-
‘haps facing its gravest national se-
curity crisis in 20 years, with Chi-
na having changed the status quo
along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the western sector in its
favour. The border saw violent
clashes last month, leading to fa-
talities for the first time in 45
years. SAARC is out of joint. Nepal
has turned hostile having adopted
anew map and revived border dis-
putes with India. Sri Lanka has tilt-
ed towards China, which is under-
taking massive infrastructure
projects in the Indian Ocean is-
land. Bangladesh is clearly miffed
at the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019. When Afghanistan is un-
dergoing a major transition, India
is out of the multi-party talks. Iran
has inaugurated a railway link pro-

ject connecting the Chabahar
port, on the Gulf of Oman, to Za-
hedan (which India was to have
constructed) without India. How
did we get here?

Specific reasons can be found
for these setbacks. Also, foreign
policy need not be static. There
will be ups and downs depending
on the changes in policy as well as
the changes in global politics. But
what makes the current downturn
serious is that there is a relative de-
cline in India’s smart power, espe-
cially in the neighbourhood and
the extended neighbourhood,
which demands a deeper perusal
of the foreign policy trajectory it-
self. And when we dig deep, three
problems can be found which are
more or less linked to this decline
—acloser alignment of policy with
the U.S. line, coupling of foreign
policy with domestic politics and

ubris.

The U.S. line

India’s official policy is that it is
committed to multilateralism.
Even after India started moving
away from non-alignment, which
it calls irrelevant in the post-Cold
War world order, New Delhi main-
tained that strategic autonomy
would remain the bedrock of its
policy thinking. But there has
been a steady erosion in India’s
strategic autonomy, which pre-
dates the current government.
‘When India started deepening its
partnership with the United States
(which was a historical necessity),
New Delhi began steadily aligning
its policies with U.S. interests. The
case of Iran is the best example.
The agreement to develop the
Chabahar port was signed in 2003.
But India, under pressure from the
U.S., was moving slowly, despite
the fact that the project offered In-
dia an alternative route to Central
Asia bypassing Pakistan. India vot-
ed against Iran at the United Na-
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tions; scuttled an ambitious gas pi-
peline project and cut down trade
ties drastically. After the Iran nu-
clear deal was signed in 2015, In-
dia immediately stepped up oil
purchases and expanded works at
Chabahar. In 2016, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi travelled to Tehran
and signed a trilateral connectivity
project with Afghanistan and Iran.
But when U.S. President Donald
Trump pulled the U.S. out of the
Iran deal in 2018 and reimposed
sanctions on the country, India
toed the U.S. line, bringing down
its oil imports to zero.

This dilly-dallying to the tunes
of policy changes in Washington
co-existed with India’s deepening
defence and military ties with the
U.S. Washington wants India to
play a bigger role in the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific region to
contain China’s rise. While India
has been cautious of becoming an
ally, it has steadily deepened mili-
tary-to-military cooperation in the
recent past — the Logistics Ex-
change Memorandum of Agree-
ment (LEMOA) is one example.
These developments probably al-
tered Beijing’s assessment of In-
dia. The border aggression at diffe-
rent points on the LAC could not
bealocalised conflict; itis part of a
larger strategic move, initiated by
the top brass of the People's Liber-
ation Army (PLA). One of the rea-

sons for the shift could be Beijing’s
assessment that India has already
become a de facto ally of the U.S.
The forceful altering of the status
quo on the border is a risky mes-
sage as much to New Delhi as it is
to Washington.

Domestic politics
At least two decisions taken by the
government mainly keeping its
domestic audience in mind have
had foreign policy consequences.
First, the passing of the CAA. The
official narrative has been that In-
dia is offering citizenship to the
persecuted minorities of select
countries in its neighbourhood.
There were two problems. One,
this is regionalisation of the dom-
estic problems of the countries in
India’s neighbourhood, some of
which are its long-time friends.
These countries are genuinely up-
set with India’s move. Two, Mus-
lims, including those sub-sects
persecuted in neighbouring coun-
tries, were by design excluded
from the citizenship programme.
This drove new wedges between
India and the countries that had a
Muslim majority and were friendly
to India in the neighbourhood.
Forget Pakistan, which is a tra
tional rival. Bangladesh took of-
fence at the CAA and the National
Register of Citizens (from which
the government has temporarily
backed off) and the political rhe-
toric in India against the “ter-
mites” from other countries. Ban-
gladeshi media reported recently
that the Indian envoy in Dhaka
had tried to fix an appointment
with Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for four months but
did not get one. There were anti-
India protests even in Afghanistan.

Second, the abrogation of the
special status of Jammu and Kash-
mir. This was another popular
move among those who form the
support base of the ruling party.

An opportunity to reshape health care

The COVID-19 pandemic may have unwittingly led to some desirable changes; the challenge is to build on this
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AKSHAY BAHETI &
SANJAY NAGRAL

he COVID-19 pandemic has
Tmassive]y disrupted our

lives. Besides direct devasta-
tion of health, the epidemic and
the lockdown have had myriad in-
direct effects, be it on the environ-
ment, livelihoods, or supply
chains. There has been a lot of dis-
cussion around the lack of capaci-
ty of our health-care system to
fight this epidemic. But the impact
of COVID-19 and the lockdown on
the ‘business’ of health care has
not been examined. This has an
important bearing on the larger
arena of health care for our citi-
zens in the near future.

Care and the COVID impact
Indian health care has been in-
creasingly privatised over the last
few decades. This has led to in-
tense market competition. A un-
iquely unregulated form of health
care has thrived. It has also been
marked by several questionable
practices. These have been under
the media and public glare leading
to a huge trust deficit. Will the
changed milieu have an impact on
this? How will this affect care of
other conditions?

COVID-19 has led to a dramatic
reduction in the numbers of pa-
tients seeking care. This is espe-
cially true of planned, non-urgent
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problems including procedures
and surgeries. Many patients are
scared to visit health facilities fear-
ing COVID-19. While this has
caused collateral damage, with the
condition of some patients wor-
sening or taking an unfortunate
turn, there may indeed be those
who have avoided interventions
without any deleterious impact. In
other words, they have been
spared of procedures for debata-
ble indications. For example, the
large number of women who un-
dergo an unnecessary hysterecto-
my has reduced. The incidence of
Caesarean sections is reported to
have gone down. Similarly, proce-
dures such as coronary stents,
knee replacements or cosmetic
surgery which reflect supplier-in-
duced demand have almost
stopped. ‘Routine’ admissions for
‘observation’ or ‘insurance claims’
have got curtailed.

Strangely, even emergency
medical cases have declined dur-
ing the lockdown, with a decrease
in the cases of heart attacks or
strokes presenting to hospitals.
While some of these may have
been true emergencies involving
those who suffered at home, per-
‘haps the unpolluted air, decreased
work stress, or home-cooked food
has had a bigger impact on health
than we assume. Or maybe we
were over-diagnosing and over-
treating certain Ci
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doctors and hospitals prescribing
tests, drugs, referrals and proce-
dures in return for commissions,
is entrenched in India. This leads
to significant negative conse-
quences, be it increased patient
expenses, patients not reaching
the right doctor or not getting the
appropriate investigation, and al-
50 an erosion in the doctor-patient
relationship and the image of the
fraternity. It puts ethical doctors in
a quandary, making them cynical
about their profession. However,
during the pandemic, the availa-
bility of doctors, beds and proxim-
ity are now the chief drivers for pa-
tient referrals, rather than the
commission route. Most practices
have had to take a forced ‘detox’ of
sorts from this addiction.

Like in life, there are several
grey areas in treatment decisions,
where doctors are not sure of the
best way forward for the patient.
For example, terminal patients
with widespread cancers are often
prescribed which

s. In-
vestigating these important ques-
tions and critically analysing their
answers may make future health
care more beneficial to patients.
The cartelisation of health care
has been naturally curbed during
the pandemic. ‘Cut practice’, with

can cause side-effects worse than
the disease, without impact on life
span or quality of life. Oncologists
often end up prescribing che-
motherapy to such patients i
stead of symptomatic treatment to
alleviate the pain and weakness

because of the urge to ‘do someth-
ing’, or even financial imperatives.
The dangers of chemotherapy
with COVID-19 lurking in the air
has made everyone weigh its pros
and cons with more caution than

usual.

The widely prevalent practice
of a ‘health check-up’ which does
not have proven public health va-
lue but is a tactic which targets
health-obsessed ‘clients’, has also
got derailed. The focus has instead
fortunately moved back to the bas-
ics of preventive health such as
diet, exercise, good sugar control,
and quitting smoking and tobacco.
The pandemic may have finally
taught our population the impor-
tance of not coughing or spitting in
the open. These may indeed have
more far-reaching benefits in a
much larger population.

The two sides to the churn

The COVID-19 epidemic has
centre-staged the need for a ro-
bust public health system and i
creased investment. While dis-
rupting care, it may have
unwittingly lead to some ‘desira-
ble’ changes by the circumstantial
curb on unwarranted medical
practices. This churning may even
lead to genuine reflection among

ger on. Will lessons learnt during
the epidemic nudge us towards ra-
tional and ethical care?

However, there are dangerous
fallouts of the disruption as well.
The breakdown of overburdened
health-care facilities, negative im-
pact on the morale of health-care
workers, and the collapse of priv-

But it led to the suspension of fun-
damental rights in the Kashmir
Valley for a prolonged period that
damaged India’s reputation as a
responsible democratic power
and gave propaganda weapons to
Pakistan. The move did not help
India quell militancy either as the
Valley continues to see violence
nearly a year after the decision.
More importantly, the change of
status quo in Jammu and Kashmir,
including the bifurcation and re-
duction of the erstwhile State into
Union Territories, could be anoth-
er factor that prompted the Chi-
nese to move aggressively towards
the border in Ladakh.

The perils of hubris

Misplaced confidence does not do
good for rising powers. Great pow-
ers wait to establish their standing
before declaring that they have ar-
rived. The Soviet Union started
acting like a superpower after it
won (with allies), the Second
World War. China bided its time
for four decades before it started
taking on the mighty U.S. Since the
1970s, its focus has almost entirely
been on its economic rise. India
should learn from at least these
modern examples. If it did, it
would not have used high-handed-
ness in Nepal during the country’s
constitutional crisis and caused a
traditional and civilisational ally to
turn hostile. The updated political
map which India released in No-
vember rubbed salt into the
wound on the Nepal border.

To address the current crises,
India has to reconsider its foreign
policy trajectory. It is a big power
with one of the world’s biggest mil-
itaries. It is a natural naval force in
the Indian Ocean. It does not lack
resources to claim what is its due
in global politics. What it lacks is
strategic depth.

stanly johny@thehindu.co.in

ate sector institutions (under fi-
nancial strain) are all real. With
hospital and doctors incomes fall-
ing during the pandemic, there
may be a resurgence of unethical
practices with a vengeance as the
industry tries to make up its loss-
es. This is already evident in the
huge bills that patients with CO-
VID-19 are being slapped with, of-
ten by creating additional billing
heads. Though prices in the priv-
ate sector have been capped, loo-
pholes in the system may be
found, such as profiteering on per-
sonal protective equipment. Artifi-
cial demand maybe created in an
effort to increase footfall. Thus,
the epidemic’s “positive’ impact
on unnecessary practices may get
washed away as ‘normalcy” is res-
tored.

In general, the medical fraterni-
ty in India has risen admirably to
the challenge of COVID-19. The call
of duty has led many to don Coro-
navirus warrior outfits and set
aside commerce for now. It has
forced them to consider alterna-
tive paradigms. Public respect for
the profession has also improved.
If we can seize this chance to cor-
rect undesirable practices, which
have become an albatross around
our neck, it may help the return of
trust in the doctor-patient rela-
tionship, which was under severe
threat before the pandemic. In the
‘middle of gloom, this is a window
of opportunity. Is this just wishful
thinking or a genuine possibility?
We should know soon.

Dr. Akshay Baheti s a radiologist
practising in Mumbai. Dr. Sanjay Nagral
isa surgeon practising in Mumbai

government's at th this month
have not translated into concrete measures.

Another key demand is the hand-over of Mr. Bashir
to The Hague to be tried for genocide and atrocities in
Darfur. While some officials have sounded positive on
the question, top military officials in the transitional go-
vernment are said to be concerned about the risk that
others close to him could be implicated. Meanwhile, ex-
traditing Mr. Bashir — now imprisoned in Khartoum —
could serve as a useful trade-off for the government to
restore ties with the West, have sanctions removed and
attract investment. Sudan’s largely young and educated
population counts on advances in economic growth
and guarantees of democratic freedoms to better its
prospects overall. The issue will test the tenuous ties
between the military and the civilian-led government
and the credibility of the progress to a participatory de-
mocracy. At any rate, securing the peace in the nation’s
west is critical for Sudan’s broader democratic transi-
tion that was set in motion last year. An immediate end
to the violence in Darfur ought to be Khartoum’s upper-
most priority. Restoration of normalcy is also the only
route to the timely conduct of democratic elections.
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Matters of the cou
The articles, “The chi
effect of criminal
contempt” and “A
motorcycle and the art of
court management”
(Editorial page, both July
28), were enriching,
enlightening and
entertaining. While the two
writers have subtly and
wittingly argued that the
Supreme Court of India
show large-heartedness and
magnanimity in dropping
its decision to commence
contempt proceedings
against lawyer-activist
Prashant Bhushan, the
acerbic and remarkably

accountability. Those who
matter in the judiciary
could heed such advice,
which would only enhance
the image and reputation of
the top court and our
judicial system. After all,
admiration and respect are
earned, not ordered.

C.G. KURIAKOSE,

Kothamangalam, Kerala

ism with open

accepting criticism. There is
even a judge in the U.S. who
telecasts all his court
proceedings over social
media. The judiciary should
analyse the best practices
currently followed by
different countries in
delivering efficient and
timely justice and set in
motion judicial reforms.
SHREE VATHSAN K.S.,

= The best way any person or ~ Chennai
organisation can improve is

take in cri
ears. This applies to the
judiciary too. If the judiciary
takes on government officials
for contempt proceedings for
violating orders on

= The subject highlighted in
the articles has only ended
up sharpening the focus on
the key issues — the huge
number of pending cases
and delayed justice. One only

Bhushan, seems

= The hullabaloo over the 1
Supreme Court’s suo motu
initiation of contempt of
court proceedings against
the lawyer-activist, Prashant

unwarranted. The outrage
against the top court’s action
has sidestepped the nuance
of context and seeks to paint
the court as intrinsically
intolerant. To be fair, there
has been no dearth of
criticism directed against the
Supreme Court’s functioning
and its judgments in recent
years. They hauled no critic
before the court for
scandalising the judiciary
because the dissent had no

ist’s ‘offensive”

Toread moreletters

to ignore attempts to
undermine the court’s

however subtle the
campaigns may be.
VN, MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thirwvananthapuram

Office of the Governor
The office of the Governor is

currently a political

independence and authority
and to bully the judges into
delivering preferred verdicts,

tweets are part of insidious
attempts to prejudge the
Supreme Court’s verdicts in
important cases through
covert and overt campaigns.
We cannot expect the judges

met. This institution, a
colonial relic, continues to
serve as a pro-consul of the
ruling party of the day. The
office of the Governor should
act as the guardrail of our
nascent democracy. The
appointee must ensure that
the ideals of our Constitution
is upheld and not usher its
twilight.

The Raj model of nominating
governors should be
dispensed with. Instead it
should be made an elected
office as is the norm in all
democracies. Itis only then
that the office of the

bold Editorial (July 28) has
emphatically called for
revisiting the idea of
‘scandalising’ in contempt
law and ushering in judicial

environmental issues and
other public issues, faith and
respect for it would increase
manifold. Also, the western
world is more liberal towards

‘wishes that the Indian
judiciary has an answer to
this soon.

ASHICA AYYADPA,

Masinagudi, The Nilgiris

underlying motives other
than a democratic
expression of different
perceptions. The Court
seems to believe that the

appointment and various
governments over the years
have never hesitated, and
still do, to use it to ensure
that their political goals are

»

Governor will be accountable
to voters and decisions taken
non-partisan.

H.N. RAMAKRISHNA,

Bengaluru
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The majority cannot afford a balanced diet

Even millions who are above the poverty line do not have access to healthy or nutritious food in India

-
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MADHURA SWAMINATHAN

New analysis from the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) shows
that hundreds of millions of people
in India above the international po-
verty line of $1.90 purchasing power
parity (PPP) per person per day can-
not afford a healthy or nutritious
diet. This analysis confirms the fact
that the problem of poor nutrition in
India is largely on account of the un-
affordability of good diets, and not
on account of lack of information on
nutrition or tastes or cultural prefe-
rences. The large majority of Indians
cannot afford a balanced diet.

Every year, the FAO, in partner-
ship with other United Nations or-
ganisations, publishes a report on
food security across the world. This
year, the State of Food Security and
Nutrition in the World 2020 (SOFI
2020) was released on July 13. A new
feature of SOFI 2020 is a detailed
analysis of the “cost and affordability
of healthy diets around the world”.

Types of diets
Three types of diet are defined. The
first is termed a “basic energy suffi-
cient” diet. This is one in which the
required calorie intake is met by con-
suming only the cheapest starchy ce-
real available (say, rice or wheat). A
requirement of 2,329 Keal for a
healthy young woman of 30 years is
taken as the standard reference. The
second is a “nutrient adequate” diet,
one where the required calorie
norms and the stipulated require-
ment of 23 macro- and micro-nu-
trients are met. This diet includes
least cost items from different food
e third diet is a “healthy
diet”. This is one which meets the ca-
lorie norm and the macro- and mi-
cro-nutrient norm and also allows
for consumption of a diverse diet,
from several food groups. Defining a
healthy diet is more complex than
the other two diets, and the FAO uses
actual recommendations for selected
countries. The Indian recommenda-
tion includes consumption of items
from six groups: starchy staples, pro-
tein-rich food (legumes, meat and

eggs), dairy, vegetables, fruits, and
fats.

Using data on retail prices of com-
modities in 170 countries, linear pro-
gramming techniques are used to
identify the cost of each of these
diets. The following are the findings
for South Asia. First, the energy-suffi-
cient diet or eating only cereals to
meet your calorie requirement costs
around 80 cents a day in South Asia,
and is thus affordable to a poor per-
son or one defined as having an in-
come of $1.9 a day. In short, the poor
in India and other South Asian coun-
tries can get their calories by sticking
to rice or wheat alone.

Second, the nutrient-adequate
diet costs $2.12 a day. This is more
than the international poverty line. If
a person with income just above the
poverty line spent her entire daily ex-
penditure on food (ignoring fuel,
transport, rent, medicines or any
other expenditure), even then she
would not be able to afford the nu-
trient-adequate diet. No one can, of
course, survive by spending their en-
tire income on food. The SOFI Re-
port assumes that a person cannot
spend more than 63% of total expen-
diture on food (that is, 37% would be
required for non-food essentials).

Third, the healthy diet costs $4.07
a day, or more than twice the inter-
national poverty line. In other
words, a healthy diet is totally unaf-
fordable for those with incomes at

Reports for posterity

The reports of committees examining riots are
often ignored by the state but they are useful

SHAIKH MUJIBUR REHMAN

In India’s evolving majoritarian polit-
ical culture, the Delhi riots present
an opportunity to examine not only
how conditions under which riots oc-
cur have changed but also post-riot
situations are addressed. Theoreti-
cally speaking, two things have hap-
pened: first, victims have often been
presented as perpetrators; second,
post-riot  reconciliations between
supposedly warring communities are
not attempted thus creating an en-
during source for the perpetuation of
the politics of polarisation.

Context of riots

The ﬁnding> of the the Delhi Com-
mission for Minorities examining the
Delhi riots of 2020 deserve serious
attention, though the Arvind Kerjiwal
government is yet to show any inter-
est. Three particular contexts need to
be borne in mind to make objective
sense of these riots. The first are the
political developments linked to the
nationwide protests aginst the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, the
epicentre of which was Shaheen
Bagh in Delhi. The second is the New
Delhi Assembly election that was
held on February 8, 2020 and how
the unprecedented polarised cam-
paign presented fuel for the violence.
And finally, the visit of U.S. President
Donald Trump to India. A close read-
ing of the report reflects that the vio-
lence was shaped by the politics of
these three particular contexts.

One fact becomes clear from the
report: the Delhi riots were anti-Mus-
lim almost the way the 1984 riots
were anti-Sikh. In some instances,
victims were asked to show their ID
cards and targeted based on their
faith, the report says. Testimonies of
victims to the fact-finding committee
reveal that slogans shouted by the
mob were hate-filled and anti-Mus-
lim. One woman, for instance, said
there was a reference to the Partition
movie Gadar. Many said the mob
shouted that Muslim women should
“run to save themselves”. Muslim
‘women said their houses were loot-
ed, they were subject to vulgar lan-
guage and even sexual harassment
and assault. Additionally, the report
presents a list of mosques, dargahs,
‘madrasas and graveyards that were
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destroyed. The report mentions that
there was selective targeting of Mus-
lim shops while Hindu ones were left
intact in the same neighbourhood.

On March 18, 2020, the fact-find-
ing team wrote to the Delhi Police in-
quiring into the following questions:
One, the list of detainees since Febru-
ary 23, 2020; two, police station-wise
copies of FIR; and three, complaints
not converted into FIRs. The Delhi
Police gave no response either to
these inquiries or to other clarifica-
tions sought by the the Commission.
Testimonies by victims, survivors
and journalists present ample evi-
dence of the active complicity of the
Delhi Police. An institution of a de-
mocratic country, the Delhi Police’s
decision not to cooperate with the
Minorities Commission in its inquiry
is a matter of grave concern.

A matter of ritual

One major recommendation is to
urge the Modi government to set up
an independent committee headed
by a retired High Court judge to in-
quire into the violence. Almost as a
matter of ritual, such committees
have been set up to examine various
riots in modern India. But the track
record of even the so-called secular
non-BJP governments to implement
the recommendations of such re-
ports has been shoddy, contributing
to the growing limitations of the In-
dian state to grapple with riots. And
then there are other issues. For in-
stance, the Justice Sahai Commission
set up to investigate the Muzaffarna-
gar riots of 2013 gave a clean chit to
the Home Department responsible
for law and order under the then
Chief Minister, Akhilesh Yadav. The
Justice A.S. Naidu commission inves-
tigating the anti-Christian violence in
Kandhamal, Odisha, in 2008, submit-
ted its report in December 2015, but
that report is yet to be tabled in the
State Assembly.

However, the fact that previous go-
vernments have not taken the re-
ports of such Committees seriously
should not discourage the setting up
of Committees to examine riots. If
nothing else, such reports remain
useful as historical records.

‘Shaikh Mujibur Rehman teaches at Jamia
Millia Central University, New Delhi
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even twice the poverty line. And
what is this healthy diet? It includes
30 gm of cereal, 30 gm of pulses, 50
gm of meat/chicken/fish and 50 gm
of eggs, 100 gm of milk, 100 gm of ve-
getables and fruit each, and 5 gm of
oil a day. In short, a balanced and
healthy meal but not excessive in any

ay.

How does this translate into num-
bers of people? The SOFI Report esti-
‘mates that 18% of South Asians (num-
bering 586 million people) cannot
afford the nutrient-adequate diet and
58% of South Asians (1,337 million
penple) cannot afford the healthy
diet

Affordability of healthy diets
These eye-opening and shocking
numbers have got lost in the daily
news of the pandemic. If anything,
the number of people who cannot af-
ford a healthy diet will have risen in
the last three months, as employ-
ment and incomes collapsed for the
majority of workers in the informal
sector. Note that the Indian poverty
line of 201112, as defined by the Ten-
dulkar Committee, amounted to X33
per day in urban areas and 327 per
day in rural areas, and corresponded
roughly to $1 a day at international
PPP prices. The Indian poverty line
(there has been no redefinition in the
last decade) is thus lower than the in-
ternational poverty line used in the
SOFI Report.

Whatever the limitations of the
SOFI methodology, there are some
clear and simple messages. First,
those we officially count as poor in
India - with a cut-off that is lower
than the international norm of $1.9 a
day - cannot afford a nutrient-adeq-
uate diet let alone a healthy diet. This
result is completely contrary to the
view of scholars such as Arvind Pana-
gariya that the poverty line in India
“may not permit a comfortable exis-
tence, including a balanced diet,
(but) allows above subsistence exis-
tence.” Second, even those with in-
comes of twice the international po-
verty line cannot afford a healthy
diet. If we want to reduce malnutri-
tion and food insecurity, we have to
address the problem of

Modern tools, age-old wisdom

The pandemic presents an opportunity for Sri Lanka and
India to focus on the revitalisation of partnerships

PRASAD KARIYAWASAM

The unique India-Sri Lanka relationship, de
jure, is between equals as sovereign nations.
But it’s asymmetric in terms of geographic
size, population, military and economic
power, on the one hand, and social indica-
tors and geographical location, on the other.
It is steeped in myth and legend, and in-
fluenced by religious, cultural and social af-
finities. This is an opportune time for Sri
Lanka and India to nourish the roots of the
relationship using modern toolkits, but leve-
raging age-old wisdom and experience.

Historical ties

History reveals that the advent of Buddhism
to Sri Lanka during the time of Emperor Ash-
oka was the result of cross-border discourse.
For many centuries in the first millennia, the
ancient capital city of Anuradhapura housed
an international community which included
traders from India, China, Rome, Arabia and
Persia. Later, Buddhist monks from Sri Lan-
ka travelled to India, China, Cambodia and
Java leaving behind inscriptions. Buddhist
temples in Sri Lanka, to this day, contain
shrines for Hindu deities. The colonial ex-
pansion of European maritime nations resh-
aped the Sri Lankan economy. Labour from
south India was brought to Sri Lanka to work
in plantations. The Indian freedom struggle
had its influence on Sri Lanka as well. There
was cross-border support for the revival of
culture, tradition, local languages, spiritual
practices and philosophies, and education.
Both cmmmes transformed into modern na-
tions wi and i

of healthy diets.
Should not at least one nutritious
meal (with protein, fruits and vegeta-
bles) be ensured for the majority of
our people, and particularly in this
time of crisis? The Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana offers, up
to November 2020, an additional 5
kg of wheat or rice and 1 kg of gram
or lentils a month free of cost to all
households with ration cards. This is
welcome, of course, but utterly in-
adequate to address the massive and
growing problem of malnutrition.

ised govemance under colonial rle.

Most aspects of today’s globalisation exist-
ed in a different form in the pre-colonial era
with free exchange of ideas, trade and intel-
lectual discourse. However, process engi-
neering by colonial powers for identification
and categorisation of people was a factor in
the emergence of separatist ideologies based
on ethnicity, language and religion. This
‘mindset is now ingrained and accentuated in
politics. Episodic instances of communal

hostility are referenced often to suit tactical
political gain. Around the world today, and
not just in South Asia, policies and thinking
are becoming communally exclusive, local-

Madh
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ised and i king. The COVID-19 pan-
demic hit the world against this backdrop, al-
lowing some leaders an opportunity to

double down on insular thinking, ostensibly
for providing local communities with better
economic and social prospects, and security.

Meanwhile, governance models favoured
by nations keep vacillating between funda-
mental freedoms-based democratic systems
and quasi democratic, socialist authoritarian
systems. In this regard, the people of Sri Lan-
ka and India have been served well by long
years of uninterrupted democratic gover-
nance. This has provided long-term stability
for both countries and must not be vitiated.

Sri Lanka's strategic location makes it ap-
parent that not only economic fortunes but
the security of both countries are inextrica-
bly linked. Therefore it is heartening that In-
dia and Sri Lanka constantly strive for excel-
lence in neighbourly relations, recognising
that a calamity in one country can adversely
impact the other. Though robust partner-
ships with other countries must be sought in
line with the non-alliance foreign policies of
both countries, such efforts must be bound-
ed by an atmosphere needed for peace, pros-
perity and stability. Among others, freedom
of navigation in the Indo-Pacific together
with a rules-based international order and
peaceful settlement of disputes are of com-
mon interest. While avoiding advocacy of ze-
ro sum solutions on crucial issues, both
countries must seek to harmonise strategic
and other interests in line with common va-
lues and socioeconomic compulsions.

Addressing issues and imbalances
The socioeconomic development of Sri Lan-
ka has remained linked to India. But there
are many options available to address ssues
ofimbalance and asymmetries. For instance,
Sri Lanka can encourage Indian entrepre-
neurs to make Colombo another business
hub for them, as logistical capacities and fa-
cilities for rest and recreation keep improv-
ing in Sri Lanka. Integrating the two econo-
mies but with special and differential
treatment for Sri Lanka due to economic
asymmetries can be fast-tracked for this pur-
pose. There is immense potential to accen-
tuate or create complementariness, using lo-
cational and human resource potential, for
harnessing benefits in the modern value
chains. Robust partnerships across the eco-
nomic and social spectrum can promote pe-
ople-to-people bonhomie. And engagement
of legislatures is essential for promoting mul-
tiparty support.

ith many countries receding into co-
coons due to the pandemic, this is an oppor-
tunity for both countries to focus on the re-
newal and revitalisation of partnerships.

‘Prasad Kariyawasam i Sri Lanka's former Foreign
Secretary and was High Commissioner to India
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FIFTY YEARS AGO juLY 28, 1970
AIR forced to stop transmission

The Cuttack station of All India Radio
switched off its transmission at 7:45 this
morning [July 271, an hour after the “Orissa
bandh to press for the second steel plant
started. Fifty pro-bandh volunteers forced
their entry into the A.LR. station, raising
threatening slogans this morning. They also
cut telephone wires. The Additional District
Magistrate, who was on duty, ordered the
Station Director to stop the broadcast in the
interests of maintaining law and order. The
Station Director rushed an officer to switch
off the transmitter located 10 miles away.
‘The Magistrate, in his order, said that the cir-
cumstances were so serious that unless
broadcast was stopped, there was likelihood
of grave threat to law and order and
b]oodshed and danger to life and property.

DATA POINT

Justice
DELAYE

Andhra Pradesh
Bihar

A court in Mathura recently sentenced 11 policemen to life imprisonment for the murder
of 'Raja’ Man Singh, ruler of the former princely State of Bharatpur, 35 years after the
Killing. However, such a delayed judgment is not a rare occurrence. As many as 77 cases
filed in the 1950 are still pending across the country with the volume of pending cases
increasing with every decade. By The Hindu Data Team

HOW TO READ THE CHART | The chart shows the number of civil and criminal cases pending disposal by District and
Taluka courts across States, UTs and regions as on Monday, filed in each decade between 1950 and 2019. Each circle
corresponds to the number of pending cases in that decade. The larger the circle, more the number of cases awaiting a ruling
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of the Central Reserve Police
pos[ed at the A.LR. station was withdrawn
Tast night and the Orissa Military Police took
over guard duty. It is learnt that last night, a
spokesman of the all-party action commit-
tee which has organised the bandh, spoke to
the Union Minister, Mr. Satyanarayan Sinha
over the phone and pleaded with him to
close down the A.LR. station in Cuttack.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO TuLy 28, 1920

The Rules in the Commons.
(From an editorial)

The debate on the Reforms Rules in the
Commons once again throws light on the ex-
tent to which we can depend on the present
Parliament to get our point of view given due
consideration. Except in regard to two small
amendments, which Mr. Montagu accepted,
the House approved of all the reactionary
Rules in toto. Col. Wedgwood, un-discour-
aged by disappointment and unmindful of
the impatience of the salaried legislators to
be done with the whole thing, moved a se-
ries of amendments calculated to democra-
tise the franchise and liberalise the powers
of the legislatures. As may have been expect-
ed perhaps, all these amendments except
one, were negatived without even the pre-
tence of any serious discussion. The Rules,
as they stand at present, are, some of them,
calculated to fetter the discretion of the elec-
torates in regard to the choice of candidate
to represent them in the Councils. We have
not a plethora of candidates of unbending
independence and the bureaucracy has
strived, unfortunately with success, to dis-
qualify even those that we have from stand-

ingas for election to the Council.
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