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EDITORIAL

Mission Rajasthan
The allegation by Rajasthan

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot

that the BJP is trying to

topple his government in

the midst of the pandemic

cannot be brushed aside

(Page 1, July 12). The ruling

party, ever since it assumed

power at the Centre, has

been accused of indulging

in political games using

money and muscle power.

How can one forget the

events in Karnataka,

Manipur and Goa? The

ruling party could be

forgetting that the people

are watching. Democracy is

not about winning elections

alone.

J. Anant h a Padmanabh an,

Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

■ It appears that the BJP is on

a toppling spree of

Opposition-ruled State

governments. The Narendra

Modi government  came to

o ce in 2014 and retained

power in 2019 with the

promise of clean

administration but its actions

in the past year seem to be

with the main aim of

snatching power by

subverting democracy.

N.A. Joseph ,

Ettumanoor, Kottayam, Kerala

■ What is Mr. Gehlot  str iving

to accomplish by going

public? Is he is naive and

expecting that the BJP will

refrain from pulling the rug

under  his feet after  his public

indictment? The anti-

defection law has failed to

deter India’s law-makers as

inducements outweigh the

cost of losing the seat. The

Indian National Congress has

indulged in horse trading

dur ing its heyday and is now

getting a taste of its own

medicine. All par ties are cut

from the same cloth and it is

like the pot calling the kettle

black. Even if a piece of

legislation is enacted to

disqualify such turncoats for

life it may not have any

bearing on them as their sole

purpose of enter ing politics,

to make money, would have

been accomplished.

Contemporary politics is a

great money-spinner and

morals and ethics have taken

a backseat. Voters are left

with no meaningful choice

which is also why such MPs

and MLAs have the gumption

to put up a brave face and

confront the electorate

brazenly and repeatedly. 

Deepak  Si ngh al ,

Chennai

Cr ime, law, pol i t ics
The gangster, Vikas Dubey,

undoubtedly deserved

severe punishment — either

the death penalt y or life

sentence. Whatever be the

case, it should have been

done after  observance of all

the legal and judicial

processes. The brutality of

the police, in this case the

Uttar Pradesh police, in the

name of an encounter was

unwarranted. The police

taking the law into its own

hands and deliver ing

instantaneous death penalt y

disregarding processes and

procedures prescr ibed in the

Indian Penal Code are

barbar ic and

unconstitutional.  The

“encounter ”  which is being

used in a routine or  an easy

way by the police to

eliminate cr iminals on the

loopholes in the system to

stay ahead. The politician on

the other  hand, needs the

muscle power of the goonda

and the cr iminal, at times,

climbs the political ladder.

There seems to be no way to

keeping out cr iminals from

getting into the system.

S.V. Venkat ak r i sh nan,

Bengaluru

whims and fancies of the

powers-that-be will have to

be be curbed. The judiciary

must intervene.

Manoh ar an Mut h uswamy,

Ramanathapuram, Tamil Nadu

■ A small-time dadha grows

into a Frankenstein monster.

He attains political clout,

gains wealth and becomes a

threat. He commits heinous

crimes but exploits
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T
he novel coronavirus pan-

demic has largely been an

urban cr isis so far, with me-

gacities such as Delhi, Mumbai,

Bengaluru and Chennai account-

ing for most of the COVID-19 posi-

tive cases. Indian cities are not on-

ly facing a public health cr isis but

also a larger emergency of eco-

nomic issues and livelihoods. A

high percentage of urban resi-

dents have lost employment dur-

ing the lockdown and continue to

face an uncer tain future. So, are

Indian cities equipped to deal with

the pandemic and its aftermath?

Still an urban dream

Over the last decade-and-a-half, ci-

ties have star ted receiving more

policy attention from the govern-

ment, with dedicated national-le-

vel programmes on urban deve-

lopment. The ‘Smar t Cities

Mission’, a agship programme of

the Narendra Modi-led National

Democratic Alliance (NDA) go-

vernment , completed ve years,

in June 2020. The Mission had

sought to make 100 selected cities

“ smar t” , pr imar ily through an

“Area-Based Development”  model

under which a small portion of the

city would be upgraded by retro t-

ting or redevelopment .

Five years after its launch, the

enthusiasm regarding Smart Cities

seems to have waned. While

“ smar t cities”  and “ bullet trains”

were buzzwords in the initial years

of the rst term of the NDA govern-

ment, over the last few years there

has hardly been any mention

about them by the top political lea-

dership. Many of the projects un-

der taken under the ‘Smar t Cities

Mission’ are behind schedule. Ac-

cording to the Ministry of Housing

and Urban A airs, of the 5,151

smart city projects across the 100

cities, while around 4,700 projects

have been tendered, only 1,638

projects have been completed. In

terms of expenditure, of the total

investment of 2,05,018 crore, on-

ly projects worth 26,700 crore

have been completed. Hence, the

idea of completely transforming

India’s derelict cities into “ smar t

cities”  within ve years now seems

a pipe dream.

A blind spot

Most of these Smar t Cities are now

reeling under the devastation

caused by COVID-19. Some cities

have been using the Integrated

Command and Control Centres

created under the ‘Smart Cities

Mission’ as “ war rooms”  for moni-

tor ing real time data regarding the

spread of the virus. However, tack-

ling the larger public health and

economic fallout remains a more

di cult challenge. 

In fact, the ‘Smart Cities Mis-

sion’ has given shor t shr ift to basic

services such as public health. An

analysis of the smar t city projects

under the Mission shows that only

69 of over 5,000 projects underta-

ken under the Mission were for

health infrastructure. These pro-

jects are for an estimated cost of

2,112 crore, amounting to just

around one per cent of the total

mission cost. Hence, public health

seems to be a major blind spot in

India’s smar t city dreams.

While one could argue that

health infrastructure is not a core

element of a “ smar t”  city, the

‘Smar t Cities Mission’ was never

focused merely on technology; it

had the stated aim of improving

the quality of life of urban resi-

dents. Further, public health is an

essential  local government func-

tion in India’s constitutional

scheme. As per the 12th Schedule

of the Constitution, introduced by

the 74th Amendment , “ public

health”  is one of the 18 functions

that are to be devolved to the mun-

icipalities. However, public health

infrastructure of cities has often

been neglected over the years and

new programmes such as the

‘Smar t Cities Mission’ have fur ther

dr iven local governments away

from their  core responsibilities. 

Strengthening local capacities

The COVID-19 cr isis has exposed

the weaknesses in the institutional

and human capacity of Indian ci-

ties to handle a public health

emergency. Despite the renewed

policy focus on cities, India’s ur-

ban local bodies continue to be -

nancially and administratively

weak and heavily understa ed.

There is also high level of vacancy

of Accredited Social Health Acti-

vist (ASHA) workers, the frontline

public health workers carrying out

contact tracing, in urban areas, es-

pecially in COVID-19 hotspot cities

such as Mumbai. 

The relative success of Kerala in

containing the pandemic has

shown how a decentralised politi-

cal and administrative system with

strong local governments and high

investment in local public health

care can be e ective. In the ab-

sence of such par ticipative local

government institutions, author i-

ties in some cities have roped in

resident welfare associations to

monitor COVID-19 cases. In this

process, resident welfare associa-

tions have become emboldened

and are often imposing draconian

rules as they exercise a form of

pr ivate author itar ianism in their

neighbourhoods. 

To tackle the COVID-19 cr isis, it

is important to strengthen local

government capacities, invest hea-

vily in urban public health sys-

tems, and promote programmes

that improve the livelihoods of ur-

ban vulnerable communities. The

‘Smar t Cities Mission’, with its

skewed pr ior ities and parallel go-

vernance structures of Special

Purpose Vehicles, o ers little hope

in this regard. Instead, pro-

grammes such as the National Ur-

ban Livelihoods Mission and Na-

tional Urban Health Mission,

which have lately received limited

focus and resources, need to be

strengthened. 

Think jobs too

Further, it is time to consider  the

introduction of a national urban

employment guarantee pro-

gramme that assures jobs for ur-

ban residents and strengthens the

capacities of urban local bodies.

Kerala has been running such a

scheme since 2010 and States such

as Odisha, Himachal Pradesh and

Jharkhand have also recently

launched similar initiatives in the

wake of the COVID-19 crisis. As In-

dian cities face an unprecedented

challenge, it is impor tant to get the

pr ior ities of urban development

r ight and invest in programmes

that improve the health and liveli-

hoods of its residents.

Mathew Idiculla is a lawyer  and

researcher  on urban issues, and a

consultant with the Centre for  Law &

Policy Research, Bengaluru

Hardly smart about urban health care 
Despite the renewed policy focus on cities, the pandemic has exposed the weaknesses in handling a public emergency
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cor r ect i ons & cl ar i f i cat i ons: 
The photograph published along with the repor t titled “ 1st

phase of disengagement completed “  ( July 11, 2020) was 
erroneously identi ed as a C-17 aircraft. It was actually an IL-76 
aircraft . 

In a repor t titled “4 more COVID-19 deaths in Punjab, 3 in 
Haryana”  ( July 11, 2020) the cumulative tally in Haryana was 
erroneously given as 19,9934. It should have been 19,934.

It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signi cant errors as soon as possible. Please specify

the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor ’s office can be

contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11a.m. to 5p.m., Monday to

Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in; Mail: Readers’

Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India.

All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal

visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com

E
urope and China have been

major par tners for a genera-

tion. According to the Global

O ce of the International Compa-

r ison Program at the World Bank,

China and the European Union

(EU) jointly account for nearly 35%

of global GDP in PPP terms. Eu-

rope championed China’s case for

World Trade Organization (WTO)

membership and China supported

the ‘European Project’. A single

example is su cient to demon-

strate how critical China is for Eu-

ropean prosper ity. Between 1995

and 2012, Germany, Europe’s eco-

nomic powerhouse, enhanced its

industr ial value by 37%, the largest

chunk of which came from supply

chains not in the United States but

in China. 

Behind the presumption 

Therefore, when on June 9, Josep

Borrell Fontelles, the European

Union’s High Representative for

Foreign A airs and Secur ity Poli-

cy, publicly proclaimed that “ Chi-

na is without doubt one of the key

global players. We have to engage

with China to achieve our global

objectives, based on interests and

values” , a logical assumption

might be that there is unlikely to

be any change in the Europe-Chi-

na relationship after the novel co-

ronavirus pandemic. Such a super-

cial impression is reinforced by

European statements that they

will not choose sides between the

United States and China. Yet any

such presumption bears closer  ex-

amination. 

In March 2019, the EU Commis-

sion published “A Strategic Out-

look” , descr ibing China as, simul-

taneously, a cooperative par tner,

an economic competitor and a sys-

temic r ival promoting alternative

models of governance. This was

the product of a long process of

distillation during which the polit-

ical and secur ity dimensions be-

gan to jostle with the economics

that had been the pr imary deter-

minant of China-EU ties for two

decades. 

Red ags go up

There was a growing appreciation

that the balance of challenges and

opportunities presented by China

were shifting as its economic pow-

er and concomitant political in-

uence grew with unprecedented

scale and speed, and in ways that

concerned European secur ity.

China’s e or ts to cultivate sepa-

rate European sub-constituencies

like the 16+1 Format with the Cen-

tral and Eastern European States,

and meetings with the Nordics and

the Southern Europeans; the sail-

ing of the PLA Navy into the Baltic

Sea for joint exercises with Russia

in 2017; cross-sectoral hybr id

threats including information op-

erations in European countr ies;

Chinese behaviour in the South

China Sea and Indian Ocean; and

its targeted acquisition of key high-

technology companies such as Ku-

ka in Germany or key ports like Pi-

raeus in Greece, began to raise red

ags in the Chanceller ies of Eu-

rope. China’s economic and nan-

cial practices backed by strategic

motives threatened unity and the

European project itself, since it ap-

peared to undo their e or ts in

terms of connectivity, regulatory

frameworks and the building of a

single European entity. 

Thus, even before the pandem-

ic, the “ Strategic Outlook”  recom-

mended that the EU should shift

towards “ a more realistic, asser-

tive and multifaceted approach”  to

China. 

China’s actions in the rst half

of 2020 have sharpened such con-

tradictions. Its early handling of

COVID-19, and even more impor-

tantly, the clumsy Chinese e orts

to use the confusion inside Europe

to their propaganda advantage,

led the EU to make a rare and

blunt accusation against China on

June 10, 2020: “ Foreign actors and

certain third countr ies, in particu-

lar  Russia and China, have en-

gaged in targeted in uence opera-

tions and disinformation

campaigns around COVID-19 in

the EU, its neighbourhood and glo-

bally, seeking to undermine demo-

cratic debate and exacerbate so-

cial polar isation, and improve

their  own image in the COVID 19

context.” China’s aggressive ac-

tions in the South China Sea, on

the Line of Actual Control with In-

dia, and in Hong Kong, among oth-

ers, have also gained European

eyeballs, so much so that even

though China remains cr itical to

European economic health, the

EU Commission President, Ursula

von der Leyen, after the vir tual

Summit with Chinese Premier  Li

Keqiang on June 22, 2020, said

that Europe’s relations with China

are “ simultaneously one of the

most strategically impor tant and

one of the most challenging that

we have” . This then is the Euro-

pean dilemma. 

Determinants and focus now

The European debate is no longer

simply about market access, in-

dustr ial subsidies, over-capacity in

steel and hi-tech industr ies; steal-

ing of IPR, and China’s asser tive

approach to the secur ity, resi-

lience and stabilit y of digital net-

works. It has begun to turn to-

wards how to balance economic

co-dependency and co-prosperity

with China’s strategic global inten-

tions and e or ts to seek military

supremacy and its bear ing on Eu-

ropean secur ity. In the tr inity of

determinants identi ed by the EU

in March 2019 — namely [negotiat-

ing] Partner, [economic] Competi-

tor and Systemic Rival — the last di-

mension is gradually becoming

the dominant political narrative. 

China also views Brussels as in-

creasingly antagonistic. Yuan

Peng, President of China Institutes

of Contemporary International Re-

lations, which belongs to China’s

intelligence services, has opined

in a stellar article on June 17, titled

“ The Coronavirus Pandemic and a

Once-in-a-Century Change” , that

“ Europe’s star is fading” . Ironical-

ly, the retreat of the U.S. from glo-

bal leadership is providing the Chi-

nese with the means to take

advantage, even when they no lon-

ger deem it in their  strategic inter-

ests to support the “ European Pro-

ject” . Dur ing recent EU-China

leader level meetings, the Chinese

have downplayed the di erences.

Yuan Peng puts it thus: “ The Unit-

ed States, Europe and Japan have

common interests in curbing Chi-

na, but China, Europe and Japan

also have much to gain in tapping

the potential of their  relations.”

The Chinese intention is to delay

the former by dangling the eco-

nomic carrot. 

Sentiments after pandemic 

None of this should lead to the in-

ference that the EU will follow the

U.S. in ‘de-coupling’ or join an

‘against-China’ camp. The Euro-

pean Union Chamber of Com-

merce in China, which recently re-

leased its Business Con dence

Survey 2020, says that most Euro-

pean businesses are chie y “ in

China, for China” . European com-

panies still  hope that China’s Presi-

dent Xi Jinping will use this pan-

demic to make fundamental

reforms in the way that Deng

Xiaoping and Zhu Rongji did in

1992 and 1998, respectively. Euro-

pean companies still regard China

as the biggest potential market.

Yet, the pandemic has also tr ig-

gered calls for diversifying Euro-

pean businesses away from an

overreliance on any single market.

The deter iorating relationship bet-

ween China and the U.S. is causing

many new investors to look for al-

ternative investment spaces. If

either  the Chinese fail to restore

their  end of the global supply

chains or if the world demand can-

not be revived, more companies

will tend to look elsewhere.

A role for India

This, then, is an oppor tune time

for India-EU relations, but only if

we do not waste the cr isis. Political

conditions are favourable especial-

ly after the withdrawal of the Unit-

ed Kingdom. The Europeans re-

cognise India’s role in helping

provide peace and prosper ity in

the Indo-Paci c. They see great

potential  in working together  on

technologies and issues of the fu-

ture. But we are not the only eco-

nomic alternative for Europe in

the aftermath of COVID-19. If the

Broad-based Trade and Invest-

ment Agreement can be put back

on track or, at the very least, if we

conclude a new investment agree-

ment, and if we are ready to join in

high-technology collaboration in-

cluding 5G and ar ti cial intelli-

gence, we may be able to align our

stars. This will require imagination

from our side, but Europe will also

need to change its positions on

trade in goods and be ready to ac-

commodate India on services. The

opportunity for India and the EU

to build a partnership that is both

economic and strategic is there for

the taking in a post-COVID-19 stra-

tegic scenario. 

Vijay Gokhale is a former  Foreign

Secretar y of India and a former

Ambassador  to Germany and to China

The sum and substance of the EU’s China dilemma 
Though the Asian giant is critical to European economic health, the political narrative is a sign of a shift in the wind

Vi jay Gok h al e
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T
urkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s deci-

sion to turn Hagia Sophia back into a working

mosque is a major  setback to the country’s secu-

lar  values that are already under  attack from Islamists.

The sixth centur y Byzantine monument had been at the

centre of the con ict between Ottoman Muslims and

eastern Or thodox Chr istians for centur ies. Built as a

cathedral by Byzantine Emperor Justinian I, it was con-

ver ted into a mosque by the Ottomans after Mehmed

the Conqueror captured the city in 1453. For  ve centu-

r ies, it was a jewel in the Ottoman Sultan’s crown. Mus-

tafa Kemal Atatürk, the founding father  of modern Tur-

key, closed down the mosque in 1930 as par t of his

secular isation dr ive and reopened it as a museum ve

years later. Ever since, it has been one of Turkey’s most

visited monuments as well as a symbol of Chr istian-

Muslim co-existence. In recent years, the demand for

converting the museum into a mosque gained traction

with suppor t from Mr. Erdoğan and his par ty. On Fr i-

day, as soon as the country’s highest administrative

court cancelled Hagia Sophia’s museum status, he

signed a decree transferr ing its management to the Di-

rectorate of Religious A airs. Reopening Hagia Sophia

as a mosque is now only a matter of time and formality.

Mr. Erdoğan, whose Justice and Development Party

(AK Party) came to power in 2002 on promises of re-

forming the Kemalist state into a more inclusive and de-

mocratic one, has, instead, been systematically unmak-

ing the secular  republic. He has tightened his gr ip on

power by moving religion to the centre of his gover-

nance. He has rewritten the Constitution, turning Tur-

key into an all-powerful executive presidency, and

launched a war against journalists and cr itics at home.

His foreign policy bets on Syr ia and Libya had back red

with jihadists making gains in both countr ies. After  the

failed coup of 2016, he star ted a purge to get r id of r ivals

from the government. Now, with the decision on Hagia

Sophia, his brand of Islamism is taking a giant leap for-

ward. The symbolism is hardly lost on anyone. For Tur-

kish Islamists, Hagia Sophia has always been associated

with the “glory”  of the Ottoman imper ial era. He is ap-

pealing to those sentiments, while symbolically mark-

ing an end to Kemalist secular ism. The move comes at a

time when the President is facing challenging times.

The economy is in free fall. The COVID-19 pandemic is

spreading. His popular ity is sliding, especially after the

AK Party lost local elections in Istanbul and Ankara last

year. Whether the Hagia Sophia decision would help

him politically or  not, it could fur ther  fracture Turkish

society and worsen international  relations. Mr. Erdoğan

is opening the wounds of the past, which could have

lasting consequences. Surely, 2020 is not 1453.

Museum to mosque 
Turkey is reopening old religious wounds 

by changing the status of Hagia Sophia 

P
r ime Minister Narendra Modi’s stated resolve to

tap the energy of the sun to substantially power

the economy and everyday life is to be welcomed,

because it could help char t a green deal for the future.

He restated the case for greater reliance on solar power,

for energy and as a path for self-reliant industr ialisa-

tion, at the inauguration of a 750 MW photovoltaic pro-

ject at Rewa, in Madhya Pradesh last week. But as he

would recognise, the idea of building a domestic solar

manufactur ing industry that delivers increasing vol-

umes of quality photovoltaic cells, modules and asso-

ciated equipment is long in the tooth. India’s installed

base of this green power source is about 35 gigawatts

(GW), and its projected addition of capacity until 2024

in a COVID-19 a ected future is estimated by the indus-

try to be of the order of 50 GW. Viewed against the goals

set ve years ago for the Par is Agreement on climate, of

installing 100 GW of solar  power by 2022, there could

be a sharp de cit. Combined with low domestic cell ma-

nufactur ing capacity at 3.1 GW last year, and heavy re-

liance on China, high ambition must now be supported

by aggressive o cial policy. The Chinese story is one of

a steady r ise from insigni cant manufactur ing capabil-

ity in the 1990s, to vir tual dominance through active go-

vernment suppor t in identifying and acquir ing top

technologies globally, impor ting cr itical raw mater ials

such as polysilicon, acquir ing solar manufacturers

abroad, and investing in third countr ies with ready cap-

ability. Impor tantly, the domestic market was treated

with great impor tance while promoting expor ts.

The pandemic presents a cr itical oppor tunity for In-

dia to plan a green deal, on the lines of what the EU has

committed itself to: that future growth and employ-

ment should align itself to environmental and sustaina-

bility objectives, par ticular ly in energy production,

away from dir ty fuels such as coal. There is no better

time than now to make solar energy a strategic sector,

giving it as much importance as defence. As the archi-

tect of the International Solar  Alliance, which attracted

about 120 nations at its launch, India needs to show lea-

dership to advance the manufacture and absorption  of

solar  photovoltaic infrastructure in low- and middle-in-

come countr ies. The key requirements are integrated

policies fully suppor ted by States. Industry must get

help to set up facilities and avail low cost nancing —

both impor tant elements in China’s r ise — and be able

to invest in intellectual property. A forward-looking

programme should also look at emerging trends in de-

ploying solar  innovatively. These include newer tech-

nologies such as aesthetic photovoltaic window and

roof tiles for buildings, multi-role urban structures, and

greater use of residential and commercial buildings to

deploy more panels. Rapid progress requires a strategic

shift to aid competitive domestic manufactur ing.

Sure power
India’s solar strategy should look at 

tapping the best globally, to make locally 
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OPED

The reactionary reforms rules drafted by the

Government of India in consultation with

the Local Governments, regarding the com-

position of and elections to Legislative Coun-

cils and the procedure thereof, have secured

the approval of the Joint Committee. The

Joint Committee, we are told, opine that the

Draft Rules “ accurately and liberally inter-

pret the recommendations of their report

and the intentions of Parliament in framing

the Act.”  We are unable to say that this is not

so for the Committee, we must grant, know

their  intentions better than we others. We

daresay, however, that this will come as a

surpr ise to some who claim to have laboured

hard along and in co-operation with the

Committee; for, they have been assuring the

country that while many of the rules were in

accordance with the Act and the intentions

of the Joint Committee, they considered ma-

ny others were distinctly against the ex-

pressed intentions of the Parliament and of

the Committee and that they had done all in

their  power to get them rescinded. 

A H UNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 13, 1920

Painting the lily.
(From an editor ial)

The list of jettisoned subjects is com-

prehensive; the apprehension that it

is purposeful is unavoidable; the

conclusion that a ‘happening’ has

been converted into a ‘penalty goal’

is inescapable. These thoughts cross

the mind while reading about the de-

cision of the Ministry of Human Re-

source Development to exclude cer-

tain subjects from the list of topics of

study in the social science curr icu-

lum for Classes 9 to 12 with the objec-

tive of reducing by 30% the “ load”

while retaining “ core concepts” . The

stated rationale of the move is the

disruption caused by COVID-19 to the

academic year. The exercise covers

other subjects too, but the focus of

this analysis is on the social sciences

only for reasons that will become evi-

dent in this essay. 

The argument for disruption and

the resultant load is self-evident and

valid. The phenomenon is universal

and applies to all stages of education

and to all lands across the globe. Not

all have reacted the same way and

pedagogues would argue that there

could be more than one method of

lightening the academic load that in

any case predates the pandemic. De-

mocratic societies the world over

have developed methodologies of

nurtur ing young citizens in essential

values and procedures and none

have so far abandoned them on ac-

count of the pandemic. 

Salient features of curriculum

The Central Board of Secondary Edu-

cation (CBSE) on its website indicates

nine salient features of the senior  se-

condary school curr iculum for Class-

es 11 and 12 for the years 2020-2021. It

mentions that the curr iculum str ives

to “ provide ample scope for physi-

cal, intellectual and social develop-

ment of students” . The curr iculum

also str ives to “ uphold Constitutional

values such as Socialism, Secular ism,

Democracy, Republican character,

Justice, Liber ty, Equality, Fraternity,

Human Dignity of Individual and Un-

ity and integr ity of the Nation by en-

couraging value-based learning activ-

ities.”  With some abr idegments,

therefore, the features reiterate the

values mentioned in the Preamble of

the Constitution of India. Item 4 of

the salient features says the curr icu-

lum str ives to “ nurture Life-Skills by

prescr ibing curr icular and co-curr ic-

ular activities to help improve self-es-

teem, empathy towards di erent cul-

tures etc.”  There is, however, no

mention of Fundamental Duties (Ar-

ticle 51A of the Constitution); of the

duty “ to value and preserve the r ich

her itage of our composite culture”

and of the duty “ to develop the

scienti c temper, humanism and the

spir it of enquiry and reform” . The

wording here is cur ious. Are “di e-

rent cultures”  synonymous with our

“composite culture” ? Is it an admis-

sion that ours is a land of “di erent

cultures” ? 

It would be argued in defence of

abr idgements that the CBSE curr icu-

lum for Classes 9 and 10 has identical

wording for items 3 and 4 and that

the themes are therefore covered at

an earlier stage of school education.

This is to presume that levels of stu-

dent comprehension between Class-

es 9 and 11 or 10 and 12 remain static

and do not need upgradation either

in teaching or in understanding. 

Being ‘politically conscious’

Our system of democratic gover-

nance is based on the Constitution

that prescr ibes universal adult suf-

frage with the voting age now being

18, after the 61st Amendment  of 1988.

It was then argued formally in Parlia-

ment that “ the present-day youth are

literate and enlightened and the lo-

wer ing of the voting age would pro-

vide to the unrepresented youth of

the country an oppor tunity to give

vent to their  feelings and help them

become a par t of the political pro-

cess. The present-day youth are very

much politically conscious. It is, the-

refore, proposed to reduce the vot-

ing age from 21 years to 18 years.’ 

In other words, and since the gen-

eral average school-leaving age after

Class 12 is 16-17 years, this objective

of being “ politically conscious”  is to

be attained suddenly at the age of 17

and without the bene t of formal in-

struction on fundamental pr inciples

of our polity. And if this formal in-

struction on the pr inciples of the

Constitution is not available to the

young person at that age, she or he

has no option but to resor t to infor-

mal knowledge acquired through

hearsay and media or social media

with all the tilt or prejudice of demag-

ogy and propaganda that go with it.

Would the young person exercising

franchise for the rst time then be an

informed voter?

In this context, it is useful to exa-

mine the relevant por tions of the

Draft National Education Policy 2019

with a Message from the Minister of

Human Resource Development. It

has on page 96 a section on ‘Develop-

ment of Constitutional  Values’. It

states that “ the process and the con-

tent of education at all levels will also

aim to develop Constitutional  values

in all students, and the capacities for

their  practice... Some of these Con-

stitutional  values are: democratic

outlook and commitment to liber ty

and freedom; equality, justice, and

fairness; embracing diversity, plural-

ity, and inclusion; humanness and

fraternal spir it; social responsibility

and the spir it of service; ethics of in-

tegr ity and honesty; scienti c tem-

per and commitment to rational and

public dialogue; peace; social action

through Constitutional  means; unity

and integr ity of the nation, and a

true rootedness and pr ide in India

with a forward-looking spir it to con-

tinuously improve as a nation.”  The

same document, on page 231, reiter-

ates the objective of developing “ an

understanding of our Constitutional

values, and the disposition and ca-

pacities for their  practice, amongst

all their  students.”  The other  objec-

tives mentioned in this section are di-

versity, plurality humanness, frater-

nal spir it , scienti c temper and

commitment to rational dialogue. 

Focus on the next generation

Will these vir tues and constitutional

values and capacities for their  prac-

tice be developed without formal in-

struction? Would this necessarily be

the best training for citizenship?

Could the objective be to lessen the

instruction in constitutional  values

and their  impact on perceptions and

practices of the next generation? 

The BJP’s Sankalp Patra for the

2019 general election mentions in

several places the objective of good

governance and of putting in place

for it “ a framework of governance

which will yield r ich dividends over

the next generation” . This focus on

the next generation requires good ci-

tizens who in turn need to be educat-

ed in good governance. This is pre-

cisely what the objective of the

jettisoned items of the curr iculum

was intended to be. The proposed

move of load-shedding goes counter

to this and str ikes at the target of

training good citizens and teaching

them civility. Would a sceptic be jus-

ti ed in suspecting that the objective

may be to have a less literate young

voter?

Hamid Ansar i is the former  Vice-President of

India, 2007-2017

The proposed move of rationalising the syllabus strikes at the target of training good citizens 

“Would the young person exercising franchise for the rst  t ime be an informed

voter?” First-t ime vot ers in Bhopal on January 25, 2020. * A.M.FARUQUI

Nurturing citizens in social studies

Hamid Ansar i

In this 400th column, I continue our collec-

tive e orts to re-imagine journalism. This al-

so marks the 40th anniversary of the Organ-

ization of News Ombudsmen and Standards

Editors (ONO). The organisation, which was

born in the U.S. in 1980, deliberately chose

the acronym ONO to mark the di cult rela-

tionship between an ombudsman and the

newsroom. According to the o cial history

of ONO, “ It was said at the time that ‘Oh No!’

was the most common thing an ombudsman

would hear from nervous or annoyed repor-

ters whenever the ombudsman was seen on

the newsroom oor, as their  appearance of-

ten heralded a di cult discussion about

poor decisions or outr ight mistakes. So the

chance to call the organization itself ‘Oh No!’

was simply too good to pass up.”

Re ections on journalism

There have been many re ections on jour-

nalism over the last three centur ies. From

Benjamin Franklin’s declaration on journal-

istic ethics (found in his autobiography pu-

blished in 1791) and Mahatma Gandhi’s re-

ections on running Indian Opinion

(1904-1915) to the ndings of var ious com-

missions, there is a r ich oeuvre of literature

about what makes journalism a public good.

India had two press commissions — the First

Press Commission (1952-54) and the Second

Press Commission (1978-1982) — to de ne the

contours of the Indian press. 

The rst commission to come up with a

comprehensive repor t was called the Hutch-

ins Commission (the Commission on Free-

dom of the Press). In 1943, Henry R. Luce,

the publisher of Time Inc., and Rober t May-

nard Hutchins, president of the University of

Chicago, came up with the idea of forming a

panel to re ect on the state of the U.S. press.

The commission had a generous grant of

$2,00,000 from Luce, and 13 Amer ican and

four international advisers. It examined the

role of journalism dur ing the nancial cr isis

following the Great Depression and World

War II. As Chair  of the commission, Hutchins

told his fellow members that their  purpose

was to answer three questions: “ What socie-

ty do we want? What do we have? How can

the press... be used to get what we want?”

These questions remain valid. The commis-

sion’s key recommendations were that new-

spapers should rede ne themselves as “com-

mon carr iers of public discussion”  by

providing “ a truthful, comprehensive ac-

count of the day’s events in a context which

gives them meaning, a forum for the ex-

change of comment and cr iticism, a means

of projecting the opinions and attitudes of

the groups in the society to one another, and

a way of reaching every member of the socie-

ty by the currents of information, thought,

and feeling which the press supplies.”

It is heartening to receive a number of res-

ponses from readers, though a couple of

them were merely clever jibes at the voca-

tion itself. Academics de ne the news media

as knowledge machines which make a dis-

tinct product: accounts. The role of these

machines includes having editor ial judg-

ment in selecting and rejecting mater ials. As

Professor Pablo J. Boczkowski said: “ From a

multitude of potentially newsworthy events

happening in the world, these machines pro-

duce repor ts of the facts that count and ex-

planations of why they count.”

Space for debate

When Internet 2.0 happened, there was a

wide belief that this would enable readers to

voice their  opinions in the comments section

leading to better dialogue and debate. Unfor-

tunately, the comments section, instead of

becoming a site for democratic mediation of

ideas, soon descended to a gladiator ial arena

drawing more blood than ideas. Many publi-

cations opted to shut down the comments

section fully. Some like The Hindu have opt-

ed for a moderated comments section,

which means deploying more human re-

sources in these hard times. The unbr idled

space, and the choice to be anonymous, of-

fered by platform companies like Facebook

and Twitter ampli es hate, bigotry and mis-

ogyny. Debate has given way for shr ill acr i-

monious exchanges that often end up as per-

sonal abuse. Digital disruption often blurs

some of the crucial distinctions — for in-

stance, how a local newspaper covers an in-

ternational development as opposed to a glo-

bal player such as Reuters or The Associated

Press. For instance, a report in The Hindu,

“ The spectre of U.S. sanctions”  ( July 12),

dealt with the adversarial impact on India of

the U.S. Congress’s move to implementthe

Counter ing Amer ica’s Adversar ies Through

Sanctions Act. A community requires not

just hyper-local news but also needs to know

about decisions taken by foreign leaders that

have a profound impact on its livelihood. 

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

Re-imagining journalism-2 
The nature of the press is directly linked to the kind of
society we want 

A.S. Panneer sel van 

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR 
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The recent death of actor Sushant

Singh Rajput has raised several ques-

tions. Many have expressed their

concerns about blind items that regu-

lar ly feature in lm-related news

space slander ing actors. Some have

also said that these news items are

manipulated and controlled by r ivals

of the target. No evidence is given in

such news items; they are all based

on hearsay. Often the news item

doesn’t even mention the wr iter of

the piece. That we still call it news is

nothing short of farcical.

A serious concern

Film editor and writer Apurva Asrani

wrote a long blog explaining his ago-

nising experience when targeted by a

ser ies of slander ing ar ticles aimed at

tarnishing his credibilit y. Mr. Asrani

had to pay a heavy pr ice in terms of

health and mental consequences that

he su ered. Actor Himanshu Malik

also wrote an article enumerating his

unsavoury exper iences and the ugly

machinations of the Hindi lm indus-

try. Rajput ’s death has opened the

oodgates of numerous such ac-

counts — mostly social media posts

and personal blogs. The insider-out-

sider  debate has been long ensuing.

However, there’s another ser ious

concern that shouldn’t be brushed

under the carpet — the nature of lm

repor ting in India or, to be more

speci c, lm repor ting in Bollywood.

Film journalism or whatever that

means has been reduced to gossip,

sensationalism and hype. Most lm

reviews are just badly wr itten plot

summar ies with a few comments

about song, dance, costume. In fact,

that’s exactly how one shouldn’t

wr ite about lms. These reviewers

think cinema happens in a vacuum.

There’s no mention of the sociocultu-

ral dimensions of the lm. The rest of

the stor ies are interviews with actors.

Most of these are PR-driven exercises

engineered before the launch of a

lm or intended to serve vested inter-

ests. Questions are often sent before-

hand. Tailor-made answers are of-

fered. Then there are lifestyle

features about actors’ homes, their

holidays, children and their  bir thday

par ties and unending inanities. Ru-

mours, link-ups and scandals form a

bulk of lm-related repor ting in this

nation. This deviance has been nor-

malised. However, exceptions exist —

there are a handful of wr iters who

are interested in discussing the me-

r its and demer its of a lm. At the

same time, alternative online plat-

forms like Film Companion have

emerged that are interested in dis-

cussing lms and not stars.

Post-liberalisation phenomenon

The question to ask is, how did lm

writing descend so low? This could

be seen as a post-liberalisation phe-

nomenon with major changes in the

media landscape of the country and

the advent of lifestyle or ‘sunny jour-

nalism’ as some would call it. The

range of lm magazines that soon

emerged did very little to create in-

terest in cinema per se; their  sole fo-

cus remained on the life of the stars

and fashioning a halo around the per-

sona of the leading actors. The maga-

zines were sold on the mer it of who

featured on the cover and other juicy

details they o ered. These maga-

zines also star ted their  own lm

awards. An unholy nexus thus our-

ished. The lm award show is noth-

ing less than a TRP-generating spec-

tacle. All claims of honour ing the

nest in lmdom are pure

convenience.

This kind of lm wr iting that

thr ived by spawning personal details

of stars soon became an industry.

Space for contemplative lm wr iting

and analysis began to shr ink and a ta-

bloid-type repor ting took over by

splashing photos of stars arr iving at

airpor ts or leaving from home. We

were told that this is what readers

want to see. 

Such repor ting encourages un-

abashed voyeur ism. It breeds ugly

consumer ism. In such a climate,

lms that deserve to be written about

don’t get featured because they are

either  too arty or their  actors do not

have a fan following whose ‘airpor t

looks’  will br ing the publication

more attention. There are a lot of

things to x in any social structure in-

cluding the Hindi lm industry. But

let us not leave lm journalism out of

the radar.

Kunal Ray teaches literar y and cultural

studies at FLAME University, Pune

The travesty of lm journalism 
Gossip, sensationalism and hype dominate the
lm news space 

Kunal  Ray

A conference of Inspectors-General of Police

will be held here [New Delhi]  for  three days

from July 22 to discuss the law and order sit-

uation in the country, The conference will

be inaugurated by the Pr ime Minister, Mrs.

Indira Gandhi, who has taken over the

Home Portfolio. This conference, it is learnt,

was arranged by Mr. Y. B. Chavan as Home

Minister to discuss the law and order situa-

tion with special reference to cer tain com-

munal incidents. Police chiefs confer once in

two years. During the last meeting of the In-

spector-Generals of Police held in Delhi the

student problem was discussed. Several im-

portant suggestions emanated as to the role

of the police in curbing student unrest. The

present conference is expected to devote at-

tention to the growth of naxalite movement

besides communalism. The Pr ime Minister

is expected to stress the importance of

prompt police action to tackle di cult com-

munal and other  law and order situations.

Several important proposals, including pun-

itive ne, have already been mooted to curb

communalism. Opposition leaders as well as

the sub-committee of the National Integra-

tion Council were sounded on this proposal

and the Pr ime Minister also wrote to the

Chief Ministers on the subject. 
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Studying punitive ne proposal
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If there is one subject or activ-

ity or theme that we could

pursue at school, what do you

suggest it be? This is a ques-

tion I have faced couple of

times, or more, dur ing recent

years. One that, on each occa-

sion, has got me to think.

Answers to some questions

change, as we travel on the

road to life and evolve. Today,

my vote would go to exposure. 

How will it pan out?

Students should visit villages,

towns and cities located in dif-

ferent par ts of our country. Vi-

sit homes at these places and

interact with people who live

di erent lives from those their

own; who wear clothes di e-

rent from what the students

are familiar with; who show

their  love and a ection in a

di erent manner... The stu-

dents can also be active par ti-

cipants and learn new lan-

guages, eat (and cook) food

that they may not have come

across previously or celebrate

festivals and sing songs in a

new manner. And much more.

We could create platforms that

enable our students to learn in

this manner as opposed to

from books or videos. These

platforms can also be inde-

pendent of schools. 

Why is this needed? 

We are increasingly living in

our small worlds where we

primarily interact with people

who are similar  to us in more

ways than one. This also be-

gins from early years. Not only

do know less and less of the

worlds around us but also be-

lieve, more and more, that our

world is better. The scene has

altered little in the recent

years. And, if anything, it has

gone from bad to worse. 

How will this help?

This exposure has the poten-

tial to help us — in myr iad

ways — to know our country

and ourselves better. It could

in uence us to do away with

the boundar ies we have creat-

ed, the us and them, based on

geographies, dietary prefe-

rences, religions, sects, gen-

der, castes and more. These,

like other  invisible boundar-

ies, are ingrained deep within

us. We need to know these

‘other people’  so that we get

r id of our insecur ity and

hatred. And possibly make

fr iends. To move beyond

some of the labels we have

created, which make little

sense or carry a negative con-

notation and yet are widely ac-

cepted. To get r id of the upper

hand many of us believe we

have vis-a-vis others. Living in

a city, for example, does not

make one super ior  to some-

one based in a village. Both ci-

ties and villages, with their  pe-

ople, make up our country.

Ditto for our physical attr i-

butes — skin colour, height... 

It could help us celebrate

our diversit y. A diversit y that

is, to put gently, mindbog-

gling. Wise women and men

before us, too, have said it is

only because ve ngers are

di erent from each other  that

the hand is able to do all that it

does. We are getting more and

more sure as individuals and

as a society. Surety of a kind

which only comes with igno-

rance. These exposures can

help create space for doubt. 

Email

nimesh.explore@gmail .com

Val ue add)

Life
beyond
barriers

Once lockdown
measures come
to an end, can

we look at
getting to know

our country
and people
better? How

will this help us
grow?

b Nimesh Ved
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With tectonic shifts in the way

learning is currently being per-

ceived owing to the pandemic, ed-

tech is thebuzz word in the educa-

tion sector. While several new

players are catching on to the

trend of online learning, esta-

blished ones like Coursera are see-

ing their  business model being va-

lidated. With 7.9 million learners,

India is Coursera’s second-largest

market after the U.S.

While there are challenges,

Raghav Gupta, Managing Director-

India and APAC, Coursera, feels

that change is imminent  as educa-

tional institutions transition to on-

line/blended learning models.

“ For many institutes, what started

as a short-term response to a cr isis

will likely become an endur ing

digital transformation of higher

education. In India, the govern-

ment’s decision on online learning

programmes speaks volumes

about the gradual integration of

online learning in the Indian edu-

cation system,”  he says, as he

shares his thoughts on online

learning and the way ahead for In-

dia. Excerpts:

How e ective is online learning? 

Online learning can genuinely

transform lives and br idge the op-

portunity divide by democratising

education and providing learners

with the currency that connects

them to career outcomes and of-

fer ing a r icher  and more applied

learning exper ience and em-

ployer-recognised credentials. On-

line learning strongly comple-

ments the existing system and can

help educational institutions scale

up and broaden their reach. For

professionals to continue learning

throughout their  careers and to

gain the latest skill  set in the dy-

namic job market, online learning

is the go-to solution.

We have seen a steep r ise in the

uptake of online courses by stu-

dents and professionals alike. En-

terpr ises, too, are turning to on-

line learning platforms to help

employees successfully transition

to remote working, increase digi-

tal readiness, and improve mental

wellbeing dur ing this par ticular ly

stressful time.

How do online cer ti cat ions add

value to tradit ional academic

learning?

The future of learning and the

future of work is converging.

There is a growing acceptance of

online education credentials

among enterpr ises, par ticular ly

for new-age skills like Data

Science, Ar ti cial Intelligence,

and more. But traditional models

of education are insu cient to

prepare people with the skills they

need to thr ive throughout the

course of their working lives.

Today, more and more em-

ployers are looking to up-

skill  their  workforce and

are accepting online

certi cates.

How well is India

equipped to transit ion

from tradit ional class-

rooms to online learning?

The major ity of education-

al institutions in India follow

the traditional teaching meth-

odology of face-to-face class-

room learning. Ho-

wever, campuses have

already integrated the

technological

components of

online learning

in their curr icu-

la. High-quality,

relevant and

curated con-

tent is readily

available

through online

learning plat-

forms to sup-

port this transi-

tion towards

blended learning.

This means that, in

the near future, even on-campus

programmes will have a substan-

tive online component. The one-

size- ts-all model will give way to a

far more adaptive and personal-

ised learning exper ience that will

enable anyone, anywhere to em-

brace lifelong learning.

What are some of the challenges

you identify?

While online and blended

learning seem to have gained ac-

ceptance in the country, Internet

penetration and bandwidth issues

still seem to be the niggling chal-

lenges that online education plat-

forms will  need to face. While, on

the one hand, India is prepar ing to

welcome 5G, many par ts of the

country still have limited access to

high-speed Internet . To allow for

digital and blended learning, India

will need to build a smar ter and

connected society

What are some of the trends you

have not iced in the Indian

market?

Business, Technology, and Data

Science are the most popular do-

mains among learners in India and

across the globe. These continue

to be signi cant economic and in-

novation dr ivers and are also the

most in-demand career skills. At a

competency level, we’ve seen tre-

mendous interest in deep learn-

ing, machine learning, data

science, data management as well

as soft skills like management

training.

What are Coursera’s plans in

India?

We are currently focused on

helping universities deliver educa-

tion through Coursera for Campus

platform, providing skill-building

opportunities and tools to the un-

employed, and assisting enterpr is-

es with skill-building initiatives.

We endeavour to expand our

course catalogue by launching

new Degrees, MasterTrack™ Cer-

ti cates, Courses, Specialisations,

and Guided Projects to help lear-

ners gain the necessary skills in

the dynamic job scenar io. Addi-

tionally, we are rolling out a num-

ber of new tools to provide lear-

ners with a transformative

learning experience.

Tracking 
the

transformation

The online and
blended learning
models now being
adopted by higher
educational institutes
are likely to endure
even after the
pandemic, feels
Coursera’s Raghav
Gupta

b MADHUMITHA SRINIVASAN

Open access

Coursera has opened up it s

plat form for students to learn and

earn cert i cates for f ree unt il July

31. Students will gain access to

Coursera’s 3,800  courses, 150

Guided Projects, 400

Specialisat ions, and 11

Professional Cert i cates. Once

enrolled, they will have unt il

September 30 , 2020 , to complete

the programmes. After that ,

students will cont inue to have

free access to Guided Projects — a

hands-on learning experience that

develops job-relevant  skil ls.

CM
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I am in my second year  B.Sc. Plant

Biology and Biotechnology. What  are

the opt ions avai lable for  higher  stu-

dies and career  prospects? – Elizabeth

Dear Liz,

Higher study option would be a

Master ’s in the same course, followed

by M.Phil. and Ph.D, later on. Typical

career choices are to work in the lab-

orator ies, farming industry, classrooms

as well as medical facilities. There is

also the possibilit y of being a plant

biochemist, food scientist, a food

science technician, an agr icultural

manager or applying for a teaching

position. Biotechnology is also a re-

warding and a promising career  op-

tion. The compensation of a bio-tech-

nologist working in a research

organisation or a public sector indus-

try is set according to government

standards. Graduates can seek employ-

ment in chemical industr ies, agr icultu-

ral sectors, pharmaceutical and manu-

factur ing industr ies. Opt for teaching

jobs in universities and colleges, seek

employment in research laborator ies

(run by government or pr ivate sector),

job oppor tunities in pr ivate sectors

such as food processing and agro

based industr ies, pharmaceutical farms

and aquaculture and so on. Environ-

mental experts are employed in di e-

rent government agencies and pr ivate

institutions too. Bio-technologists can

also be science writers in media hous-

es. 

I am in my third year  B.Com, and am

also a Cer t i ed Management Accoun-

tant (CMA) Intermediate student . I

don’t know whether  I ought to pursue

a Master ’s? I f so, should I choose

M.Com. or  MBA. I pr imar ily want to

land a government sector  job. - Saloni

Dear Saloni,

A master ’s is always handy. Both

have their merits. What is it that you

would enjoy? An M.Com provides

high-level knowledge and understand-

ing of Commerce, Accounting, Eco-

nomics and Management subjects. Af-

ter that, one can get a job in the

government or pr ivate sector, with an

attractive salar y and high career

growth. A MBA, on the other hand, is

an internationally recognised degree

designed to develop the skills required

for careers in business and manage-

ment. I would recommend that you

identify and shortlist the government

job that attracts you and then choose

the course, as most positions have an

entrance exam as a pre-requisite. You

will need to work very hard on crack-

ing that to make your entry with or

without the course. Best wishes.

I am pursuing my rst year  B.Tech in

Bengaluru. I  am passionate about so-

cial issues, pol i t ics, and the defence

sector. My aim is to eventual ly join

the IPS. Should I star t my preparation

now? I am par t ially interested in soft-

ware. Do I need to attend courses re-

lated to coding, web development ,

and so on, or  seminars related to so-

cial issues? - Abhishek Kallol ikar

Dear Abhishek,

Yes, given how tough the course

curr iculum and the entrance exams

are, now is a good time to star t your

preparation. I think you need to str ike

a balance between the social issues,

volunteer ing oppor tunities, contr ibut-

ing to causes close to you and making

a di erence and building and streng-

thening your technical knowledge base

(though this is not a cr iter ia for IPS

speci cally). Focus on enhancing your

attitude and building a positive ap-

proach, especially your mental

strength. Sharpen your memory, work

on your physical tness, exhibit an ov-

erall composed personality, learn and

focus on management skills, decision

making and healthy con ict resolution

whilst being logically compassionate

and empathetic. Wishing you the best.

Disclaimer: This column is not a

substitute for long-term therapy. I t

is merely a guiding voice. Some is-

sues may need medical

intervention.

The writer is a pract ising counsellor and

a trainer. She has worked extensively with

students and young adults across a range

of issues. 

Send your quest ions to

eduplus.thehindu@gmail .com The subject

l ine should be: ‘O  the edge’.

Do you feel uncertain about a career option? Do you
lack the freedom to choose a subject that you want to
pursue? Do you feel low on self-con dence? Are you
constantly doubting yourself? A Q&A column to
assuage your doubts
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NANDINI RAMAN

b Diploma in Culinary Arts

Indian School of Hospitality o ers a Diploma in

Culinary Ar ts in par tnership with Singapore’s

At-Sunr ice Global Chef Academy. Nine months

in India will be followed by three months of

training in Singapore, followed by six months of

industry exposure.

Inst it ut e: Indian School of Hospitality

El igibil it y: Those who have completed class XII

or equivalent and graduates, professionals and

postgraduate students who want pursue a ca-

reer  in culinary ar ts.

Appl icat ion: Online

Deadl ine: August 1

http:// ish.edu.in/how-to-apply.html

b Biomedical Engineering Scholarship

The Universit y of Strathclyde, Glasgow, o ers

the Biomedical Engineer ing Celebration Award

for India for one-year full-time MSc programmes

in the Department of Biomedical Engineer ing.

Only one scholarship is available.

Rewar ds and pr izes: Value of £6000

El igibil it y: An Indian citizen, applying for a full-

time postgraduate course.

Deadl ine: August 31

https://bit.ly/38Gm7V4

b PhD courses

Nitte (Deemed to be Universit y) invites online

applications from eligible candidates for par t-

time or full-time Ph.D courses in the facult y of

Medical, Dental, Pharmacy, Nursing, Physiothe-

rapy, Allied Health Sciences and Biological

Sciences. Admissions will be based on an online

All India Entrance Test (AIET) on August 10,

2020, and an interview/presentation will be

held through video conferencing.

Inst it ut e: Nitte (Deemed to be University)

Rewar ds and pr izes: Fellowships of 15,000 per

month as per University guidelines.

Appl icat ion: Online

Deadl ine: July 20

www.nitte.edu.in.

b Certi cate in Data Science and Analytics

Shiv Nadar Universit y launches a new online

cer ti cate programme in Data Sciences and

Analytics for Business (DSAB) to provide hands-

on-training about the relevant domain know-

ledge and the technical skills to help companies

solve business challenges using insights from

data. The intensive 14-week programme, will

commence from the third week of July.

Inst it ut e: Shiv Nadar University

El igibil it y: Students with a Bachelor ’s Degree or

equivalent or enrolled in any recognised under-

graduate degree programme with at least 50%

marks or equivalent CGPA and having Mathe-

matics in 10+2 board. Candidates will also have

to qualify a personal interview for nal

selection.

Appl icat ion: Online

https://sme.snu.edu.in/DSAB

save t he dat e)
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Online learning strongly
complements the existing
system and can help
educational institutions scale
up and broaden their reach.
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MY VIEW   |  PARALLAX VIEW

MY VIEW   |  MODERN TIMES

W
ere there lovers in prehistoric
times? And did fathers put their
little girls on their shoulders to

show them things far away? If early men
were so barbaric, as nicer men now claim,
how did women and children survive the
epochs? Were the weak always the slaves of
stronger men? If sati was as prevalent in
India as historians claim, why weren’t all
widows burned on the pyres of their hus-
bands? Did millions of Indians, even as
recently as the 18th century, simply accept
that their girls could be burnt alive? Or, was
sati merely a rare anomaly that some Coloni-
als charlatans magnified? Why do you think
people in olden days did not have the same
feelings that you have?

Are humans innately good, or are they
drawn to cruelty if they can get away? Why
is there love, community, altruism, sacrifice
and modern Scandinavia?

You know that there are scholarly answers
to these questions, most of which emerge
from what I suspect is the most spurious part

ities market. Tens of thousands of buy-
ers from across the world (including 
India) flock to this 346-acre market to 
place bulk orders for an endless number 
of made-in-China products, from 
apparel and rugs to toys and staplers. 
About 65% of the world’s Christmas 
products—Santa dolls, Christmas trees, 
baubles—are bought at Yiwu. 

Right now, Indian manufacturers 
cannot begin to think at such scale, but 
what stops India from setting up such a 
market or two—preferably in underde-
veloped areas (till the 1980s, Yiwu was a 
poor rural county)—and invite, along 
with Indian firms, companies from 
Vietnam, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan 
and so on (not China) to exhibit their 
wares there? Indian firms that partici-
pate or visit can learn from them. We 
could stipulate that the foreign compa-
nies that take part must start manufac-
turing in India within a few years. This 
will greatly accelerate India’s manufac-
turing ability. 

Three, China also has massive mar-
kets that sell almost anything one needs 
to build a factory—motors, switches, 
belt drives, and machines of all types 
that constitute a manufacturing proc-
ess. India can do the same, and follow 
the same model as suggested above for 
Yiwu. But we currently don’t have too 
many companies that make machines, 
at least at scale. That brings us to step 4.

India has about 13,400 Industrial 
Training Institutes (ITI), 23 Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs) and 31 
National Institutes of Technology 
(NITs). Associate IITs and NITs with 
nearby ITIs. Most of our IIT and NIT 
students are brilliant at theory and 
novel ideas, but few can build a physical 
machine. ITI students, though, have  
hands-on skillsets. As part of their pro-
gramme, IIT and NIT students can be 
required to team up with their ITI peers 
to build new machines. This can be 
extended to other engineering colleges. 
India needs the ability to create innova-
tive machines, not just buy from China, 
Germany, South Korea or Japan, and 

use them to produce things. Begin by 
reverse engineering and improving on 
the imported machines.

Five, drastically ramp up the number
of CSE (Computer Science and Engi-
neering) seats at IITs, NITs, Indian 
Institutes of Information Technology 
(IIITs) and leading private colleges. We 
are producing hordes of CSE graduates 
every year from hundreds of colleges, 
but most of them cannot even write 
code. It is essential for the Indian info-
tech industry to jump to the next level, 
and for that, it needs huge numbers of 
competent people. In 2019, IITs had 
1,779 CSE and 421 dual degree com-
puter science seats. In the US, about 
2,300 undergraduate students at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) are majoring in CSE, and MIT is 
also setting up a new college for com-
puting and artificial intelligence (AI). 
The University of Maryland has about 
3,000 CSE undergraduate majors, and 
Arizona State University 3,500. Just 
these three US universities, all of them 
ranked higher than any IIT for CSE by 
Times Higher Education, equal the 
number of CSE students in our 23 IITs. 

Without a strong computing and AI
manpower pool, India is being left 
behind, and this needs urgent reversal. 
China has stated that it wants to be the 
world’s undisputed leader in AI by 
2030. Within the next two or three 
years, India must at least quadruple the 
number of CSE seats in premier col-
leges, and allow students of any pro-
gramme to take some core computer 
science courses. Or remain a laggard in 
the world economy for ever. 

All these ideas, except the last, are 
straightforward to execute. The last one 
is a challenge, but can be overcome with 
technology. It is time to get out of the 
comfort zone of ivory-tower concepts 
like student-teacher ratio, and learn 
how to scale up from institutes abroad 
to fulfil the country’s needs. 

We must have the imagination and 
will to work to a clear long-term plan. 
Like China did.

L
ast week, I had written that India
needs to work on a long-term eco-
nomic plan to counter China, and

that to be competitive in the world, we 
first need to create a free and competi-
tive market inside India. To do this, 
among other things, we need to get rid 
of those utterly pointless regulations 
that hamper enterprise. We must build a 
single national market. We need a stable 
banking system and fine infrastructure. 

These are all big asks. But here are 
some specific suggestions that could 
help build a globally competitive Indian 
industrial sector. This is a collaborative 
effort with my friend Chitta Baral, pro-
fessor of computer science and engi-
neering at Arizona State University.

One, our industrial production is 
significantly dependent on Chinese 
imports, from machinery to product 
components, but we don’t really know 
how much. Policymakers, businessmen 
and entrepreneurs need this informa-
tion. This could be crowd-sourced in a 
specified format by a government por-
tal. The material collected—product-
wise details of cheap Chinese imports, 
their price comparison with domestic 
alternatives and tax disadvantages, if 
any, should be widely disseminated as a 
stock-taking step towards building a 
manufacturing competitor to China. 

Two, India needs to create something
like China’s Yiwu International Trade 
City, the world’s largest small commod-

A plan for us to create a globally 
competitive industrial sector

Five ideas that are not difficult to implement and can form part of a focused long-term strategy

SANDIPAN DEB
is a former editor of ‘Financial Express’, and 

founder-editor of ‘Open’ and ‘Swarajya’ 

magazines

A
n air of relief afforded by the
gradual reopening of India’s
economy after the entire coun-
try went into lockdown for 68
days, as spring turned to sum-
mer, could slowly be giving way

to another pall of gloom. Imposed first for 21 
days on 25 March and then extended thrice, 
that shutdown was unable to flatten our curve 
of coronavirus infections. So, it made sense to 
unlock, as we did in June. Spooked by swelling 
caseloads, however, state authorities have 
been falling back on the tried, tested but 
mostly failed strategy of confining people at 
home and halting almost all activity outside of 
it. A prickly patchwork of local lockdowns is 
firmly in place. The other day, the Karnataka 
government ordered Bengaluru shut for a 
week, just as Maharashtra locked the key 
industrial belt of Pune-Pimpri-Chinchwad for 
10 days, along with some adjacent rural areas. 
On Sunday, Uttar Pradesh (UP) barred week-
ends.  Such localized curbs exist in at least 10 
states. They directly impact just over a third of 
India’s people, but their knock-on effects on 
supply chains threaten our entire economy.

The Pune-Pimpri-Chinchwad zone is an 
automobile cluster, for instance, with a sprawl 
of vehicle and component makers. Bajaj Auto, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tata Motors, Volks-
wagen, and Mercedes Benz are among the 
companies with operations there, besides 
thousands of small enterprises. This disruption 
alone may have thrown an entire sector out of 
gear. Similarly, UP’s Noida-Greater Noida clus-
ter, which was under a weekend lockdown, has 
smartphone makers such as Samsung, Oppo, 
Vivo and LG. In general, sudden orders to stop 
assembly lines have made it virtually impossi-
ble for managers to rely on production plans 
and thus achieve targets. Today, classic ideals 

of efficiency seem like cruel jokes. Just-in-time 
management, which insists on no input lying 
idle and everything coming together by clock-
work exactly when needed, turned into a magic 
elves’ tale at the very onset of the corona out-
break. Now, as myriad restrictions push pro-
duction chains into uncertainty and local per-
mits are needed even for trivial things in big 
output centres, executives worry about a 
throwback to the era of “just-in-line” manage-
ment. Trouble looms over other aspects of 
business, too. Corporate finances have got 
squeezed, sales have lost predictability, and 
demand in most markets will likely be in for a 
prolonged slump. Whether localized lock-
downs are effective against covid-19 remains 
unclear, given the country’s patchy record on 
this front, but their adverse impact on eco-
nomic processes is amply evident.

Like any economy, ours is a complex web of
inter-dependencies that span the country. The 
abrupt dislocation of a single link can cause 
havoc in other places and endanger value 
creation as a whole. The International Mone-
tary Fund’s recent downward revision of its 
expectations for India’s output this year was 
based partly on the severity of our earlier lock-
down. The Fund expects us to lose almost one 
rupee of every 20 generated as income last 
year. Without a coherent easing of curbs, we 
may risk losing more. To salvage the situation, 
we need far better coordination among states 
as they struggle to get the pandemic under 
control. At this stage, policy cohesion is a must. 
This may call for a big rethink of our national 
response to the covid shock. A proper analysis 
of the role of State interventions in stopping 
contagion flare-ups could help us rework our 
plans. Are State directives really more effective 
than individual incentives? This pre-1991 
question has returned to haunt us.

Localized lockdowns 
are a national menace

Major hubs of commerce and industry face shutters again in var ious parts of India. For the 

sake of the economy, we need all-India policy cohesion. Even a rethink of our overall strategy
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RBI wants
debt recast
forairlines

BY TARUN SHUK LA

tarun.s@livemint.com
·························
NEW DELHI

T
he Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has asked 13 of the
country’s top banks to

frame a common policy for re-
structuring debt at airlines to
provide relief to the ailing sec-
tor.

The regulator has also cen-
sured banks for not following
prudent norms before lending
to airlines and putting them-
selves in a tight spot. It has
recommended that banks take
tangible securities as collateral
for future loans instead of de-
pending on promoter guaran-
tees and brand value.

The move is likely to provide
relief for the debt-laden com-
panies and directly help the
country’s three biggest carri-
ers—Jet Airways (India) Ltd ,
Air India and Kingfisher Air-
lines Ltd —which together con-
trol 65% of domestic passenger
traffic and have a combined
debt of $13.5 billion (Rs63,045
crore).

RBI wants the banks to form
consortiums for restructuring
debt instead of providing one-
time relief to individual com-
panies, such as Kingfisher Air-
lines. The Vijay Mallya airline
has sought the recast of
Rs2,000 crore of debt through
SBI Caps.

In an 18 June meeting with
executives of the 13 banks, the
central bank noted it would be
“a moral hazard for RBI to give
any regulatory forbearance for
any specific company”, ac-
cording to the minutes of the
meeting reviewed by Mint .

According to the minutes of
the meeting, RBI observed:
“This short-term perspective
for restructuring the debts of a
company which had negative
net worth for the last two years
had now pushed the banks
into a situation seeking exten-
sive regulatory forbearance.”

“ It was made clear that any
regulatory consideration of
banks’ requests regarding re-
structuring guidelines can only
be for the aviation sector—and
not for any airlines in isola-
tion—in view of the difficulties
faced and provided the banks

came together in a consortium
arrangement and took a long-
term and holistic view on the
restructuring,” according to
the minutes.

The banks will form a con-
sortium and draw up debt re-
structuring proposals for the
carriers, starting with Kingfish-
er, according to the record of
the meeting.

Kingfisher’s debt was
Rs7,413 crore at the end of De-
cember, of which Rs2,099
crore is short term and the rest
is long term. SBI had ap-
proached the banking regula-
tor with a proposal to restruc-
ture the Rs2,000 crore debt.

Other banks such as IDBI
have already recalled some of
the loans given to Kingfisher
six months back due to “non-
adherence to the loan cove-
nants like issuance of equity,
creation of agreed security,
etc.” and not meeting its com-
mitment of “equity infusion of
Rs1,000 crore each in 2010 and
2011 by way of GDR/ rights is-
sue/ promoters infusion but
nothing had come in till date”,
according to the minutes.

Besides, IDBI has classified
the account of Chennai-based
carrier Paramount Airways Pvt.
Ltd as a non-performing asset.

The central bank’s concern
has been heightened by the
banks’ view that it will take at
least two more years for air-
lines to recover financially, a
sentiment echoed by consult-
ing firm Centre for Asia Pacific
Aviation, or Capa.

“Despite the improved envi-
ronment for the large three air-
line groups—Air India, Jet Air-
ways/ JetLite and Kingfisher—a
complete recovery from the
turbulence of the last couple of
years will still take time, large-
ly due to the stress experi-
enced on their balance
sheets,” Capa said in a report
last week. “ Indian financial in-
stitutions have a high exposure
to the aviation sector, and a
number of banks have ap-
proached the government to
seek a one-off restructuring of
airline debt in order to avoid
an increase in non-performing
assets.”

Civil aviation minister Praful
Patel said the aviation ministry
has been pushing for assis-
tance from the finance minis-
try for the airlines, given the
phase they have gone through.
He welcomed any central bank
move on airline debt.
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Central bank asks
topbankstodraft
acommon policy for
restructuring loans
at debt-laden carriers
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The gr owth in the Index of 
Industrial Pr oduction (IIP ) slowed 
t o 11.5% in Ma y, agains t analy sts’ 
expecta tions of 16% expansion. 

Among all the sect ors, capital 
goods dec eler at ed the mo st. 

Afinance ministry discussion paper on the proposed Finan-
cial Stability and Development Council hasn’t gone down

well with the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The paper, prepare d
by the department of economic affairs of the ministry, seems to
have gone beyond its brief and is too critical of existing regulato-
ry arrangements.

Apart from financial stability, financial literacy and financial
inclusion, the council also plans to focus on next-generati on fi-
nancial reforms—an agenda not explicitly stated in the Unio n
Budget that mooted the idea of the council—and many believe it
will substantially dilute the role of the existing regulato rs.

In a separate development, the RBI governor has written to the
finance minister to reconsider the ministry’s proposal to set up a
statutory panel to resolve disputes between regulators. >P4

Exactly a year before
US President Barack

Obama is scheduled to
begin withdrawing troops
from Afghanistan, a new
Afghanistan Rights Moni-
tor report makes that
deadline seem at best ar-
bitrary and at worst ludi-
crous. As many as 1,074
civilians were killed in
the first six months of
this year, an increase
from the same period last
year, the report says—be-
fore adding that violence
in the country has hit a
peak not witnessed since
the war began in 2001.

Little wonder that Said
Jawad, Afghanistan’s am-
bassador to the US, has
called Obama’s deadline
unrealistic and warned
that it could make “ the
enemy a lot more bold” .
This may be a fine time
for Obama to consider fol-
lowing John Maynard
Keynes’ famous maxim.
“When the facts change, I
change my mind,” Keynes
once said, and this report,
on top of other news from
Afghanistan and its bor-
der with Pakistan, certain-
ly indicates that facts have
changed since Obama ran
for the presidency in 2008.

Changing
facts

QUI CK EDI T

Stabilitycouncil tofocuson
financial sector reforms

D ear Reader,
We are delighted to

start Mint ’s Ahmedabad
edition this morning, and
welcome the thousands of
new readers who have
placed their trust in us.
Mint is India’s fastest
growing newspaper, and
we thank you for making
us the No. 2 business paper
in the country.

We look forward to serv-
ing you as an unbiased,
honest, fair and clear-
minded chronicler of the
Indian dream. Please con-
tinue to let us know how
we are doing in meeting
your daily needs and ex-
pectations by writing to us
at feedback@livemint.com

R. Sukumar
Editor

Editor’s N ote
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Regulatory concerns: (clockwise from top left) RBI’s D. Subbarao, Sebi’s
C.B. Bhave, I rda’s J. Hari Narayan and PFRDA’s D. Swarup.
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Ult im ately, the greatest  
lesson that  covid-19 can 

teach hum ani ty is that  w e 
are al l  in  th is together.
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I do not think an idea is flawed just because it
is naive. If, far back, all our tribes were a bit
like Holland, a modern Dutchman will be in
a good position to see this more clearly than
a present-day Indian or Iraqi. So, I have no
quarrel with his hypothesis that we are fun-
damentally, inescapably and helplessly good.
But I think it does not matter. 

Most people might be good, sort of. But it
does not matter because evil needs just a few
to triumph. Over a billion Indians can be
hardwired to be good, but it takes just a few
dozen to commit unspeakable acts of cru-
elty. That is why people lean towards rules
and order and civilization—to be protected
from a handful of dangerous characters 

Bregman’s explanation of most evil is that
it is an aberration, a rare anomaly. He is
right, but that is enough to alter the world.
That is the power that the abnormal has over
the normal, and that is the reason abnormal-
ity has survived in a species that otherwise
has so much love and joy in its heart. 

Also, the strongmen of the modern world
are not islands of authority who have
usurped power by force. Rather, they are
powerful because they reflect the senti-
ments of large numbers. So, most humans
may not be barbarians, but they often out-
source evil to one who might be.

In demolishing many of the famous
experiments and theories of anthropologists
as well as historians who had earlier argued
that humans were innately barbarians, Breg-
man inevitably assails or at least embarrasses
popular figures like Jared Diamond, Steven
Pinker, Malcolm Gladwell, Richard Dawk-

ins, and literary works like
William Golding’s Lord of
the Flies. 

It appears that there is
much rubbish about
human nature peddled by
three vaunted fields of
human intellect—anthro-
pology, psychology and lit-
erature.

It’s not that Bregman
himself doesn’t bring in
“hunter-gatherers”. He
does, a lot. He argues that
Neanderthals were smarter
than Homo sapiens, but

were doomed because they were not nice or
social enough to transmit great ideas among
themselves the way sapiens could.  Human
intelligence, he says, was a “coincidental
by-product of friendliness”. 

Even though I feel only someone from a
rich nation can offer such a naive assessment,

Zimbardo claimed, the “guards” had become
monsters even though the whole exercise
was play-acting. The world was fascinated by
yet another reminder that humans are drawn
to barbarity. But Bregman says that the
experiment was “a hoax”. Most “guards” had
refused to play sadistic games with their
“prisoners”, and many in
fact treated the captives
with kindness. The few
“guards” who had behaved
poorly had been tutored
and coerced by Zimbardo
to act in that manner. 

In the Battle of Gettys-
burg in 1863, during the
American Civi l  War,
records show that most sol-
diers refused to fire at
other humans, or only pre-
tended to. They kept load-
ing their already loaded
guns with ammunition to
satisfy their superiors. Bregman relishes this
fact. Also that, “In the US Air Force, less than
1% of fighter pilots were responsible for
almost 40% of the planes brought down.”

All this gives Bregman the confidence to
posit that in the history of war, soldiers may
have killed far less than people think. 

of science—anthropology. These days, when
I hear “hunter-gatherer”, or “our tribal
instincts”, I know some nonsense is coming.
The most influential and popular answer for
decades has been that if humans had com-
plete freedom to do what they wanted, there
would be mayhem and barbarity.

But in an almost persuasive book, Human-
kind: A Hopeful History, the Dutch historian
Rutger Bregman tries to dismantle this
notion. He argues that people will instead
coexist in great harmony. “We had evolved
to gather berries and chill out.”

If you are tired of Caucasians telling us
what we have evolved to do, the book is
absorbing for its demolition of what other
Caucasians have been telling us we have
evolved to do. In the process, Bregman
exposes as farce some of the most celebrated
“historical accounts” of human cruelty, often
involving tribals on remote islands eating
each other, or at least slaughtering. He also
brings up a famous experiment of 1971 in a
Stanford University basement. Readers of
popular anthropology may have quoted this
experiment to their friends to hold forth on
the barbaric instinct of humans. In that
experiment, a psychologist named Philip
Zimbardo hired volunteers to assume roles of
prison guards and prisoners. After a few days,
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A single rotten 

apple or person 

is enough to 

spoil a bunch of 

good folk out 

there and that’s 

the reality
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