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We all speak a language that will go extinct

Even when
we speak the
same tongue,
understand-
ing and being
understood
can bea
struggle. [
would know.

Sara Goudarzi

“We can't play tennis because you don’t
haveanet.”

Iwas standing on aquiet, suburban
street in Bristol, Conn., when Eric, the
boy next door, said that to me. Two
racketsin hand, I felt my face ablaze.
‘Then anger spread through my slight
10-year-old frame and my mouth
erupted.

“Idon't have net?” Iyelled. “I don’t
have net?” I repeated for effect. “You
don'thave net. Your father doesn’t have
net. Your mom doesn’t have net,” T
continued, bombarding him with what I
thought were insults. I wanted to hit
him whereit hurt — his family —a
common tactic among my people, Irani-
ans.Tjust had to make my playmate
understand that I had plenty of net.

Eric was dumbfounded. He confessed
thatindeed, he and his family had nei-
ther atennis court nor anet, but he
seemed unable to make sense of my
reactionto this shortcoming.

For reasons 1 still don't understand,
asanew arrival tothe United States,
armed with a limited palette of English
words, I had presumed that “net” meant
“manners.” Eric didn't want to play with
me because I lacked good manners. It
was only after I stormed back into the
house that my brother, who had been
breathing American air for closetoa
decade, explained where I had gone
wrong.

Language, which we use tosend and
receive information, ideas and emo-
tions, is at best inadequate to begin
with. Even when we speak the same

tongue, understand-

. ingandbeingunder-
Ihadtogive  stood canbeastrug-
up Farsi to gle. Addto that the
gain all my challenges of com-
English. municatingina

foreign language,
and confusion and
hilarity ensues —a
phenomenon that isn’t lost on sitcom
writers.

There wasn't alot of exciting pro-
gramming on Kenyan television when
‘my parents and I arrived in Nairobi. I
was several months away from becom-
ing a teenager, landing on my third
continent in three years. If 'm not
‘mistaken, there were only two channels
that mostly operated in the evenings
with very few shows I was interested in
watching. “Mind Your Language” was
oneof those. A 1970s British sitcom, the
show was set in a classroom of adults
where ayoung Englishman taught a
cast of students from countries includ-
ing China, India, France, Spain, Italy
and Greece.

Inone of the first scenes of the first
episode, a prospective student says
“squeeze me;” instead of “excuse me,” to
the woman in charge of the school.
Looking at a class syllabus, he says to
her, “I'm hopping to be unrolled like it
says on your silly bus.”

Tlearned in my Kenyan school that
French fries were chips and eraser was
rubber. (This last one prompted a
drawn-out silence when I returned to
the United States and asked for one
aloud during a high school class.) Be-
cause despite my speaking the same
language in both my Nairobi and New
Jersey high schools, I found that lan-
guageis inextricably bound to culture.

Ibest understood this the first time I
told an American boyfriend I was so hot
Iwas going to die. He responded with

‘genuine feeling, “No, you won't. It
dawned on me then that my firstlan-
guage, the one whose lullabies cradled
my earliest dreams, was inherently
dramatic. In recent years, I broke down
aphrase we often use in Farsi as asub-
stitute for goodbye, “ghorboonat be-
ram,” and only then realized that it
literally means “I will sacrifice myself
for you”

By the time I reached early adult-
hood, English had become my dominant
language and made a sprawling home
inmy brain, forcing Farsi intoa tiny
corner, so much soit worried me at
times. To lose that connection, or have it
weaken, felt devastating. But asit turns
out, alanguage doesn't just slip out of
'your mind. In fact, in a 2014 study, re-
searchers found that our mother tongue
creates neural patterns on our infant
brains that stay with us even if we don't

usethe language.
Several years ago, after I fell asleep
during the day — an occurrence as rare
asasolar eclipse —and woke up con-
fused, T asked my husband what time it
was. “Saat chande?” I said in Farsi,a
language of which he only understands
afew words. He was baffled. Flustered,
Irepeated, “Saat chande?” In that
confused moment between sleep and
wakefulness, [ esorted tothe language
e feel safe,

Because  left Iran before I was 10,1
forget that notall Iranians know those
words. At times, I use them with Iranian
friends here in New York. I've said the
word “gamelas” to signify a lazy or
incompetent person — but I can’t trans-
lateit. Its more than just lazy; it's a
feeling, really, weighed by cultural
context. I start laughing, becauseit's a
funny word, But my friends look at me
withi mqulsmve eyes, waiting for a

at to me is our mother

literally etched patterns in my hram.
My parents are both from an area in

western Iran. People from that region of

Lorestan Province speaka dialect.

tongue. Butit’s nm. 1t’'s my mother

tongue, concentric circles of English,

Farsiand aBoru]erdl dialect of Luri (m
) th

two people really speak the same one.
Butinaquest to feel understood, we
hold on to what we presume s a com-
mon onelike alife raftin asea of expres-
sions, often orphaning old words and
sayings tomake room for new ones.
And s the old float farther out, they
become as unfamiliar and foreign tous
as Tehran is to me now. They are our
“ghorbooni” the victims of the sacrifice,
what we give up in order to be recog-
nized, to expand. As if I had to give up
Farsi to gain all this English.

But though the words might disap-
pear, or occupy asmaller parcel of our

whichI'm

minds, lurkin our

and
from the equivalentin Farsi, at times
funnier, sharper, tangier. I enjoy these
words and associate them with laughter
and the smell of tea, with summers at
my grandmother’s house.

centerin
ofall those things, the language of my
family, population five. Now four. A
language that will go extinct.

That’s the thing with languages.
Though we can give each aname, no

How to foil Trump’s election night strategy

To keep

the president
from claim-
ing victory
again, Biden
supporters
who can vote
in person
may well
have to.

Jamelle Bouie

can operatives stage angry and voluble

climbing six-figure death toll and a

recounts.
If Trumpis leadmg onelectionnight,

mpis

desperate to hold on to power, buthe

probably can't winafair fight. Hls solu-
inhi

in other words, ther
he'lry o disrupt and dejegitimizo the

counting process. That way, if Joe Biden
pulls ahead in the rlays (or weeks) after

tion, then, i this lis
power to hinder the opposition and
either win an Electoral C

Ifin-person voter: tion-

well, “gamelas » will always make me
laugh, even if I don’t quite remember
why.

SARA GOUDARZI is a writer and pot.

ately pro-Trump, and mail-in voters are
disproportionately pro-Biden, then you
have the ingredients for an election
night standoff, where the president
claims victory hefnre allthe votes have

orclaimvictory before allthe votes

— if we rience a “blue
shlﬁ" like the one in 2018 inwhich the
the

Akey element of Trump's strategy is
the Postal Service's abil-

as votes came in — the president will
himself grounds toreject the

‘There’s no mystery about what Presi-
dent Trumpintends to doifhe holds a
lead on election night in November. He's
practically broadcastingit.

First, he'll claim victory. Then, having
spent most of the year denouncing
vote-by-mail as corrupt, fraudulent and
prone toabuse, he'll demand that au-
thorities stop counting mail-in and
absentee ballots. He'll have teams of
lawyers challenging counts and ballots
across the country.

outcome as “fake news.”
‘The only way to preve

lty todeliverand The presi-

“win'" by keeping mailin ballots off the
table
There are reforms that could keep the
president from taking this tack. To
tates can

is, if possible, to vote
in person. For some, this will mean
going tothe polls in November, in the
middle of flu season, when the spread of
Covid-19 may worsen. In most states,
however, there are multiple ways to cast
orhandinaballot. Every state offers
some form of early or absentee voting,
and 33 states allow absentee voting
without an excuse. Trump supports
absentee voting — it's how his older
supporters n Florida vote —and his
"

the

experienced officias, xmplementedcuts
raised for ballots

nario, or at least, robt of the oxygen it
needs to burn, is to deliver an election
night lead to Biden. This means voting
in person. No, not everyone will be able
todo that. But if you plan to vote against
‘Trump and can take appropriate pre-
cautions, then some kind of hand deliv-
ery-— going o the polis r bringin your
mail-inballot to a “drop box” —

the best way to protect your vote (mm

to

concerted attempt to

avin ‘mail slow-
downs, engineered by the recently
installed Postmaster General Louis
DelJoy.

Fewer pickups and deliveries could

the election for his benefit.
‘Trumpis the underdog in this year’s
race for president. He trails by 8.2 per-
centage points in the FiveThirtyEight
th

mailed to voters, increasing the cost if
states want the post office to prioritize
election mail. And Politico reports that
‘Trump’s aides and advisers in the White
House have been searching for ways to
curb mail-in voting through executive
action, “from directing the Postal Serv-
ice to not deliver certain ballots to stop-
them

ked on

or before Nov. 3, so that the
inthe total even ifthey arrive late. To
speed up the process, states could
permit election officials to verify and
count maikin ballots even before Elec-

fact that on'tbe under
the samekind of attack.

Earlier this year,a group of more than
100 people — Republicans, Democrats,
senior politcaloperaiives and mem-

tion Day. They could
release results until all polls close and
all votesarein. N

bers of role
play the November electmn usmg

similarly, could set expectations for
viewers and bring as much transparen-
other

et Election Day”
If

forms of election analysis.

i oach scenatiooor o s pidon
landslide,” writes Nils Gilman of the

Berggruen Institute, who helped orga-
nize the exercise, “we ended up witha

optionina
pandemlc, then the point of the White
House's effortis to create a dilemma for
voters who place a premium on safety.
Do they maila ballot and run therisk of

average; by 6. e

ivin a
better shot at dismissing votes before
they’re even opened, especially if the
campaign

RealClearPoli dby9
percentage points in the 270toWin
average. Fe's siven upon expandinghis

block states from extending deadlines.
We might even see a Brooks Brothers
riot or two, where well-heeled Republi-

voters
(ifhe over carodinthe first place) And

vote, or dothey goto the
polls and run the sk of infection and
illness? Consider the partisan split as
well. Fifty-four percent of Biden sup-

reisa

isis that lasted untll Lhe

featuring vi

of state officials and the media. And

there’s every reason to think that some

portion of the Republican Party will

back him. The Trump campaign and the
can National C

streets and aseverely disrupted admin-
istrative transition.”

‘There you haveit. Tohead off the
worst outcomes, Trump must godown

already challenging mail-in voting laws
andsuing tokeep states like Nevada
d

He's on that path
already. The task for his opponentsis to
sustam lhat momentum and work to

porters prefer mail-in voting, according
toaJuly poll from ABC News and The

he’s botched pandemic,
leaving the United States withan evers

Post, while only 17 percent
of Trump supporters say the same.

an ging their
scope. Itis easy to imagine a replay of
Florida 2000, except on a national scale.

possible,
as early as poss:ble ‘The pandemic
makes that arisk, but it's a risk many of

The best defense P

us may
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A cure for the dog days of summer

Margaret Renkl

CHARLOTTE GORDON, V-, International Consumer Marketing.

NASHVILLE Augustand February are
the two months I like least. August

HELENA PHUA, Executive V.P., Asia Pacific

hotand dry and the wild-
flowers are mostly spent. February

Vote counts change.

Do not panic.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER

Jesse Wegman

Imagine a parallel universe in which
the sitting U.S. president cares about

in. Six days aiter the election Mr.
Trump tweeted, without evidence, that
“large numbers of new ballots showed
up out of nowhere, and many ballots
are missing or forged. An honest vote
count is no longer possible — ballots
massively infected. Must go with Elec-
tion Night

This demand has recently returned

holding a free and election
in the midst of a pandemic. Imagine
that his administration is staffed with
competent, incorruptible officials who
devote every waking hour to stopping
the virus, saving lives, rebuilding the
economy and preserving democracy.
Imagine that the Postal Service hires
tens of thousands of extra workers to
process the surge of maik-in ballots.
We don't live anywhere near that
universe. But even if we did, we'd still
have to worry about the “blue shift.”

to the Twitter feed. “Must
know Election results on the night of
the Election, not days, months, or even
years later!” he tweeted last month.

In effect, Mr. Trump, clearly worried
about the blue shift, has invented a
new standard: The only valid vote total
is the first one. Anything that subse-
quently alters it is suspicious, if not
outright fraud. Count the days until
this charge takes on a racialized tone,
with insinuations of chaos and sub-
terfuge at “urban” voting precincts,

1t's a harml ding term, but it
describes a very real that

boxes of ballots suddenly

could trigger major disputes in vote
counts across the country after Elec-
tion Day, lead to weeks of litigation
and, most ominously, give President
‘Trump an excuse to challenge the

legitimacy of the
The “bl vote if he loses.
P The blue shift
shift” is real. T
Take it refers to the tenden-
N cy of votes counted
seriously. alter Election Day —

mostly absentee and

provisional ballots —
to skew in favor of the Democratic
presidential candidate. This has hap-
pened in each of the past four elec-
tions, according to Edward Foley, an
election law scholar at Moritz College
of Law at the Ohio State University.
M. Foley coined the term after the
2012 election, when he was trying to
predict which closely contested states
might become the focus of legal chal-
lenges by one or the other political
party.

There were no cliffhangers that year,
but Mr. Foley was intrigued by the
risk, so he dug deeper into the num-
bers. Studying vote counts in presiden-
tial elections from 1960 through 2012,
he found a clear and persistent shift
toward the Democrat in later-counted,
or “overtime;” votes beginning in 2004.
The magnitude of the shift varied by
state, but it was consistent enough to
make him worry about what could
happen if, say, a tipping-point state
were to have a large enough shift to
change the outcome of the entire elec-
tion.

‘What concerns him isn't voting
fraud, but rather how a changing vote
total that tends to move in one direc-
tion can be misunderstood by an anx-
ious public and exploited by politicians
eager to preserve any advantage. “It
may start to look as if, when an elec-
tion goes into extra innings, one of the
two teams is given extra at-bats,” Mr.
Foley and Charles Stewart, a political
scientist at M.LT,, wrote in a paper
published this year.

This fear became reality in the 2018
midterms, when Martha McSally, the
Republican candidate for one of Ari-
zona's Senate seats, saw her election
night lead over her Democratic oppo-
nent, Kyrsten Sinema, evaporate as
later-counted votes were added to the
tally. Mr. Trump took note. “Electoral
corruption — Call for a new Election?
‘We must protect our Democracy!” he
wrote in a tweet.

The president, who never lets an
opportunity for discord go to waste,
also elbowed his way into the count in
Florida, where leads for the Republi-
can candidates for governor and sena-
tor were shrinking as more votes came

\\5\

\

el

in inner-city
and so on.

In fact, Mr. Foley explains, the blue
shift is the result of a combination of
innocuous factors, including the well-
intentioned reforms in the wake of the
2000 election debacle that made it
easier for voters to register and to cast
a provisional ballot in case of any
issues with their registration. Demo-
crats have benefited more from those
reforms, he says, because voter-regis-
tration problems tend to be more com-
mon among people who lean Demo-
cratic, like college students and urban
and lower-income voters.

In their paper, Mr. Foley and Mr.
Stewart found that the bluer the state,
the greater the shift. On the surface,
that might suggest that there’s nothing
to worry about: If the blue shift is most
pronounced where Democrats are
already likely to win, then it won't
affect the outcome. But Mr. Foley says
the risk of a blue shift in a swing state
is greater this year. He's focused on
Pennsylvania, which Mr. Trump nar-
rowly won by 44,000 votes in 2016, but
where the Democratic candidate net-
ted more than 20,000 votes between
the initial reported total on election
night and the final certified count in
each of the past four presidential elec-
tions.

Tt must be repeated: Voting fraud of
any kind is rare to nonexistent. If
anything, later-counted votes are
examined more closely than votes cast
in person. One simple way to counter
disingenuous charges of fraud would
be to do what a federal judge in Wis-
consin ordered in April — embargo
election night returns until all absentee
ballots are counted. There, at least, this
strategy worked. Six days passed
before results were announced, no one
claimed fraud, and the world kept
turning. The media have a special
responsibility in this environment, Mr.
Foley argues. The cultural expectation
that voting results are instant, and
final, on election night is a relatively
recent development. Especially in a
time of pandemic, major media outlets
will do Americans a great service by
practicing patience.

he pandemic and the crisis in the
Postal Service will play central roles in
this year's vote. Together they are
likely to make the blue shift bigger
than usual. President Trump and his
allies will, undoubtedly, exploit those
changing numbers to claim fraud. If
there’s any danger of fraud, however,
it’s not coming from the voters.

coldand gray and by Febru-
ary Ihave lived too long without wild-
flowers. Thanks to climate change,
February doesn't getall that cold any-
more, though it's still gray. February
wm always be gray in Middle Tennes-

e August willalways be hot. Swel-

would

oldest hter-in-l

,plus
ick with Covid-19

ay dogs turn intolimp
puddles of lassitude during August.

Alas, no. Dog days refers to Sirius, the
Dog Star, which in late July rises n the
sky just before the sun does. The an-
cients believed the Dog Star ushered in
atime of droughtand madness, a time
when people are apt to start wars or hurl
insults on Twitter.

Here in the dog days of the pandemic
summer, fear and fury are now deeply
embedded in my psyche. I am furious at
the “leaders” who have failed to contain
this virus, and T am fearful for the safety
of everyonel love.

Nextweek, my 61-year-old husband
willreturn teenagers,a

tering hot. Heat-rising-in-

h hot. Drink-
straight-from-the-hose hot. February-
is-starting-to-look-pretty-good hot.

They're called the dog days, but not

not known for successful
social distancing, and our youngest son
will head back to college, where he will

joina ion thatis neither good at

for the reason everyone thinks. Yes,
dogs do spend August lying around in
the shady dirt, panting. Dogs can’t
sweat where they have fur, and they
can't take off their fur coats, either. It

social distancing nor supervised by
anyone whois. Our middle son now
holds a jobas an essential worker, a job
that requires him totravel, often by air,
for atleast part of every week. Our

their ar
atthis very moment —amild case,
knock wood, but you know how a
mother worries.

Itry to remind myself that I am not
alonein these creeping fears. Everyone
Tknow is trembling,

It's hot, Donald worried, anxious.

Now in the pan-
Trumpis sl opyicogsixin
president, the  1monih, we've felt
pandenuc is like this for so long
still raging, it’s begun to seem
and did I like the way it has
mention that  alwaysbeenandthe
its hot? way it always will

be.Tknow that’s not
true with my con-
scious mind, butmy
3a.m. mind s louder than my conscious
mind, and these daysit's 3a.m.all the
time.
My own cure for adarkness thal

the dog days
of summer are meant to be the dog days
ofair-conditioning. Nomatter. There s
more to see without her.

Augustis spider season, a time when
thetiny orb-weavers that spentall
summer hiding from predators have
grown large enough to spina web. At
dawn, the silken threads are beaded
with drops of water, as showy as any
diamond. In the pollinator patch, the
milkweed pods are on the verge of
bursting, sending white feathered seeds
wafting on the wind like snow, and the
pokeweed berries, too, are beginning to
ripen, turning dark purple against
magenta stems. All manner of song-
birds flutter beneath each dangling
cluster, harvesting berries on the wing.
From adistance it looks as though the
whole plant is on the verge of levitation.

My coneflowers have lost almost all
their petals by now, and the goldfinches

never lightensis
Except for callsof nature, my it mutt
dog prefers not tojoin me n this heat.

BECCA STADILANDER.

have picked the cones free of seeds, but
he black-eyed

golden glory. The asters and goldenrod
are just getting started, and the zinnias
arealmost astallas I am, brightly col-
ored and showy enough for abutterfly
tosee from highin the air. I've been
worried about the butterflies this year. I
planted a whole new bed of nectar and
host plants tofill the sunny space left
where we lost amaple tree last spring,
but untillast week the butterflies them-
selves were almost entirely absent.

‘Was it because of my neighbors’
pesticides? The 10-day warm spell last
winter? The cool, wet spring? I don’t
know why, but for weeks the only butter-
fly Isaw all summer was alone eastern
tiger swallowtail. Where were the fritil-
laries and the sulfurs and the lttle
hairstreaks? Where were the question
marks and the cabbage whites and the
common buckeyes? Where oh where
were the monarchs?

Finally, a painted lady arrived, fol-
lowed by a clouded sulfur. A gulf fritil-
lary showed up the same day as amon-
arch— they got into a swirling orange
tussle over ownershiprightsto the
zinnias before moving to separate parts
of the flower bed. I'm hoping the mon-
arch will stay around long enough tolay
eggs onthe milkweed, and the gulf
fritillary will lay her eggs on the pas-
sionflower. I planted those flowers just
for them.

One day it was all skippers — several
silver-spotted skippers and a gorgeous
fiery skipper —and the next it was all
swallowtails. Ilove the swallowtails
almost as much as Ilove the monarchs.
But I have imperfect vision and struggle
totell adark-morph Eastern tiger swal-
lowtail from a black swallowtail from a
spicebush swallowtail, especially on the
wing. Last weekend, as I was squatting
togetacloserlook, I was startled to see
atleastadozen tiny yellow-and-black-
striped caterpillars on the parsley plant
Ihadlet goto seed in case a black swal-
lowtail needed it for a nursery. And,
look, here were the baby swallowtails
themselves!

Atthatis how, deepin the summer of
our national terror, Tlearned to love
August: Because the heat and humidity
ofthe dog days dispelled the 3a.m.
darkness and brought the butterflies
backtome at last.

MARGARET RENKL covers flora, fauna,
politics and culture in the American
South. She is the author of the book
“Late Migrations: A Natural History of
Love and Loss.”

Don’t make college kids the virus police

Karen Levy
Lauren Kilgour

distance —and if they don't listen, to
report the fellow students to higher-ups.
Tulane University urges students to
“hold your friends and peers account-
able” for having parties. The University
of Nebraska atOmaha

dred i d

very tough positions. Of course, many
studentsunderstand the high stakesof
corona k an

peers —but tensions are high, and even
adults don't always handle these con-

flicts well, riskis that peer

tohelpkeep their ities saf
Some students may feel a sense of civic
duty to participate in policing their

universities have opted to begin the fall
semester at least partly in person,
allowing some or allof their studems

co ing large in-per-
son group galhermgs" tohelp fight the

Other schools are recrulung studems

behavior Butathers may be
loath toreport on their fri

reporting system
ed consequences — especially when
people use them for their own purposes.
Consider the VOICE hotline run atly in
the Tr ostensibly

cially when doing so could resultin
harsh penalties. And students risk being

for the reporting ofinformation about
cnmes committed by individuals with

to
schools are going to great leng[hs Y

JESSE WEGMAN is a member of the edito-
rial board, where he has written about
the Supreme Court and national legal
affairs since 2013.

R

their behav-

as “health ilize
peer-to-peer influence” a.nd Lrammg
themiin bystander intervention tech-

ior ines whether

stay open or whether they will have to
headback totheir parents' homesby

niques. Man uptip

ially
with the stigma of being a “narc” by
" theirpeers.Students

repun those whofail to wear masks or

October. In many

, or asking

requiring “soc:alcon-
tracts” in which they promise notto
party, have uvermghl dorm guests, walk

that were originally created
toreportissueslike harassment and
other misconduct. And if smdems even-

orother-

Wiseconduct themselves as college
students normally do—and often at-
taching strict penalties if students
violate the rules

Inaddition to agreeing to conduct
themselves accordingto these rules,
students are also being asked to police

—say,
afterattending anilicit Social gathering
— contact tracing protocols may require
them toreport others who broke the
rules.

Inmany ways, it makes sense that
universities are relying on students to
betheeyes and ears of public health

iolating them. College
campuses have long monitored their
students’ behavior to enforce various
expectations, from attending class m

hmore
likely thana dean or pmvosl toknow
about what's really going on in the.
dorms and frat houses. And providing

assigned

ay for students to

People ‘who called VOICE were moti-
vated by awide variety of family, neigh-

Many may find themselves  borhood and business disputes. One
st weighing the com- caller reported a family member who
i plexburdens of would not let her see her granddaugh-
are g playingarolein ter. Another reported his wife, who he
students to preserving public said was falsely accusing him of domes-
‘wear masks health against the tic violence in order to obtain legal
and avoid potential personal residency. Still others targeted spouses
s — costs of reporting. who had committed adultery or abused
and to report We've seen this their children. Another reported an
on peers who  Playouttimeand employee of her ballroom dance studio,
break the i i 1l trying to lure away
ales, campuses, when customers to her own competing studio.
g students’refusal to People report on one another (truth-
snitch on one another Iully or falsely) for anumber of personal
investi- re-
gations of hazing exual ven everyday aggrava-

violence. And we've already seen simi-
lardynamlcs unfold in the current
ficials have had

tione. Theres every reason to assume
that these mouvalmns will bubble upin

resort tosubpoenas to get infected

, too. Students have
their own loyalties, bmken hearts, rocky

at football game: ln the age histle-blow about p roommate d fraternit;
o( Covld 19, these forms of monitoring  can certainly be a good thing, sinceitis  tracing, and people have beentargeted  codes of slence.

— toexpectall with th havealread:
being tasked with becoming surveillors  come forward publicly. “snitching” hether the N.C.A.A’S
themselves. But there’s arisk that these peer ant business practices. Inmany cases, Covlrl 19tipline —to be used toreport
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SC decision on coparcenary rights of women
is in line with the aim of ending discrimination

right of Hindu daughters to ancestral property

corrects an obvious anomaly in the interpreta-
tion of a crucial 2005 amendment to the Hindu Succes-
sion Act, 1956. The verdict settles the question whether
the coparcenary right of daughters comes into effect
only if the father through whom they claim that right
was alive on the day the amendment came into force.
The apex court has now categorically ruled that the
daughters’ right flows from their birth and not by any
other factor such as the existence of their fathers. In
other words, it has rejected the common misinterpreta-
tion that only daughters of coparceners who were alive
on that day could get an equal share in property. The
court has rightly recognised that the amendment con-
ferred equal status as a coparcener on daughters in Hin-
du families governed by Mitakshara law, and this right
accrued by birth. The change came into effect from
September 9, 2005, but with a provision that partitions
or testamentary disposition that had taken place prior
to December 20, 2004 — the date on which the amend-
‘ment Bill was introduced in the Rajya Sabha — will re-
main valid and unaffected by the change. This led to the
interpretation that the daughters’ coparcenary rights,
being prospective, would not come into effect unless
both the coparcener father and his daughter were alive
on September 9, 2005. This position was crystallised in
a 2015 judgment of the Supreme Court in Prakash and
Others vs. Phulavati. This judgment now stands
overruled.

The court’s reasoning is unexceptionable. First, it lo-
cates the origin of the coparcenary right in one’s birth.
Second, it finds that there is no necessity for a prede-
cessor coparcener to be alive for one to acquire that sta-
tus, as what is relevant is birth within the degrees of
succession to which it extends. In that sense, the legisla-
tion, even though it comes into effect on a prescribed
date, is retroactive in its application as it is linked to
birth, an antecedent event. It also underscores that the
legislation makes it clear that the daughter’s rights are
the same “as that of a son,” and “as if she had been a son
at the time of birth”. The coparcenary status given to
daughters has been a subject of reform in many States,
particularly in south India, long before the UPA regime
brought in the amendment for the whole country. Ker-
ala had introduced legislation in 1975, Andhra Pradesh
in 1986, Tamil Nadu in 1989 and Maharashtra and Kar-
nataka in 1994. The legislative aim was that a flagrant
discrimination between sons and daughters in entitle-
ment to an equal share in coparcenary property, that is
property inherited from one’s father, grandfather or
great-grandfather, should be done away with. It is in-
deed welcome that the apex court has sought to give
full effect to this intent by setting at rest doubts arising
from varying interpretations.

The latest decision of the Supreme Court on the

Historic ratification

The universal ratification of a labour standard
is cause for celebration and reflection

outlaw the worst forms of child labour is the first
time in the International Labour Organization
(ILOY's 101-year history that a labour standard has been

i ratified. Ce ition 182, which dopted
in the 1999 annual international labour conference,
prohibits the sexual exploitation of children, traffick-
ing, deployment in armed conflict and other conditions
that compromise their overall well-being. The Conven-
tion complements the ILO’s efforts under the 1973 Mini-
mum Age Convention to prevent the employment of
children below a lower age threshold. Under the in-
fluence of both these ILO standards, millions of young
boys and girls have been rescued from hazardous con-
ditions of work. Concomitantly, these have resulted in
significant increases in enrolments in primary educa-
tion. The landmark ratification, however, does not de-
tract from the enormity of the challenge that remains.
An estimated 152 million are trapped in child labour
and 72 million of them are engaged in hazardous work.
Ifanything, current efforts would have to be stepped up
significantly to achieve the ambitious goal of total aboli-
tion of the scourge of child labour by 2025. But the CO-
VID-19 pandemic is threatening a reversal of recent
gains, with widespread job losses, deterioration in con-
ditions of work, decline in household incomes and tem-
porary school closures.

The historic first universal ratification of a global la-
bour standard may be an occasion for celebration; it is
nonetheless a moment for sober reflection. The two in-
struments on child labour are among the eight core ILO
Conventions regarded as embodying the spirit of the
1998 declaration on fundamental principles and rights
at work. Instruments relating to the freedom of associa-
tion, the right to collective bargaining and the elimina-
tion of discrimination in and i

The welcome decision by the Kingdom of Tonga to

Schools without freedom

If they had some autonomy, many village schools would have found local conditions now good enough to allow children to study

)
’éé L

KRISHNA KUMAR

repairs are delayed for a long

time, the house develops a
force to haunt its inhabitants dur-
ing adversity. This analogy applies
to the state of children’s educa-
tion. Decisions pertaining to it are
dependent on structures designed
to overlook local factors. These
structures were forged to ensure
total compliance, no matter how
vast the system became and how
diverse remained the demands
served by it. Decentralisation was
routinely favoured, but it did not
touch the core aspects of educa-
tion as a system.

Craving for a modest amount of
autonomy unites principals and
teachers from across the sharply
divided segments of our vast net-
work of schools. For those serving
in government-run schools, there
is no provision in the rule book for
freedom on any count that mat-
ters. Since British days, the bu-
reaucracy views school function-
aries with the deepest suspicion,
both in their capacities and inte-
grity. No matter how senior you
are, your job is to silently follow
the orders and circulars issued by
the directorate and the examina-
tion board.

In private schools, you notice
additional players who keep prin-
cipals and teachers under a fat
thumb. For school owners and
managers, the professional know-
ledge and experience of the princi-
pal and the teachers count for lit-
tle. Management committees and

Ifa house needs repairs, and the

parents generally support the regi-
mented approach of directorates
and Boards. Endorsement of
school-based  capacity-building
has been in fashion, but the reality
has taken the opposite direction.
All major processes that affect life
at school have stayed firmly under
centralised exercise of authority,
and exam boards have tightened
their grip further.

COVID-19 chaos

Now arrives the novel coronavirus
pandemic. The virus has spread
across the country, but its impact
in different regions is uneven. The
metro cities have been affected far
more than others, but it is now re-
ported to be spreading in many
district towns. No specific data are
publicly available on villages. India
has over six lakh villages. No single
picture can cover their diverse ge-
ography and economics. Health
standards and facilities differ, and
so does the impact of COVID-19.
‘Why the virus has not affected the
rural hinterland as much as it has
affected cities is far from clear. Ma-
ny experts think that the uneven
spread is merely a matter of poor
reporting from villages. They
smile if you tell them that many
Panchayats are actively guarding
their territories. It is not surprising
that the awareness and resilience
demonstrated by many villages is
largely ignored in the media. It is
an example of the general bias that
pervades urban perception in all
spheres of life.

No separate consideration of
village needs seems possible in the
current crisis. That is why all
schools, urban and rural, have
stayed closed since the last week
of March. Cooked mid-day meals
served to children at school have
been replaced in many States by
the distribution of grain and mo-
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ney to their children. If village
schools had some autonomy, ma-
ny would have found local condi
tions good enough to allow chil-
dren to come for their meals and
spend some time studying. Deci-
sions regarding the daily time span
and class size might have been ta-
ken in accordance with distancing
norms by schools’ heads and
teachers.

Learning outdoors

Not all learning has to occur in the
classroom. Ideologues of minimal-
ism are arguing that foundational
literacy and numeracy are what
we need to focus on in order to im-
prove quality. A new coinage is
‘learning loss’ which supposedly
occurred in April and May due to
the lockdown. Online teaching
was mooted to compensate for
this loss. Smartphones and lap-
tops are new, but the idea that chil-
dren’s basic educational needs are
literacy and numeracy is certainly
quite obsolete. Child psychology
has generated sufficient evidence
to say that in its formative stages
the human mind needs opportun-
ities to observe natural phenome-
non, represent it in different forms
and analyse it. Village schools are
in a far better position to do so
than city schools.

The monsoon creates great op-
portunities for noticing, recording
and examining nature. Egrets and
other large birds tread at leisurely
paces in wet paddy fields, looking

for food. They are a joy to watch
and sketch in their different pos-
tures. Ants come out of their sub-
terraneous homes when the rain-
water floods them. Butterflies
migrate in this season. These are
just examples; there are a hundred
things to observe in plants and
trees.

Village teachers can bring great
energy into their pedagogy by en-
couraging children to spend time
outdoors for assigned observa-
tion. If some children have ac-
quired a smartphone to receive
online instruction, they can visual-
Iy record what they notice. Obser-
vation and reflection are good for
promoting numeracy and literacy
too. In fact, mathematics is learnt
best when you are excited about
something and find it worth count-
ing. The same is true of writing
and reading.

But we live in a time when
learning outcomes are pre-defined
and their attainment needs to be
clerically proved, with tests. The
search for technical fixes is not
new, nor is the cult of controlling
teachers and children. The hope
that communications technology
can improve pedagogic quality
sustained interest in the radio,
then in television and the Internet.
I can recall some wonderful col-
leagues who dedicated their lives
to educational technology. One
was Dr. Vijaya Mulay who never
tired of reminding officials that the
real success of technology comes
when it motivates and enables pe-
ople to solve their own problems.
For her, the danger of educational
technology leading to centralised
decision-making was as great as
the attraction that it would bring
life into the classrooms. The idea
of cracking a general whip on our
vast school population during a
pandemic would have horrified

The challenges in counting the dead

India must increase investment in innovations for improving data collection and reporting

GIRIDHARA R. BABU

ompared to other diseases,
C COVID-19 is highly transmis-

sible. The long-term seque-
lae of infection are unravelling on-
ly now. The only goal is to prevent
as many deaths as possible. The
proportion of deaths due to CO-
VID-19 (about 2%) is lower than
that of SARS (about 9%) or the Mid-
dle East Respiratory Syndrome
(34.4%) and probably higher than
that of influenza (0.1%). However,
the task of counting deaths attri-
buted to COVID-19 is full of com-
plex challenges.

Assessing fatalities
Globally, the disruption of health
services duringa pandemic results
in the underestimation of any
health indicator, including the as-
sessment of fatalities. For estimat-
ing death rates, the total number
of deaths are usually in the numer-
ator; it is choosing the denomina-
tor that is the difficult aspect. The
case fatality proportion uses re-
ported deaths in the numerator
and reported cases in the denomi-
nator; this helps in assessing and
comparing clinical severity and ef-
fectiveness of clinical outcomes.
Delayed reporting of deaths from
hospitals, and incomplete and in-
accurate reporting of COVID-19-re-
lated deaths will affect the numer-
ator. It is recognised that case
fatality will not reflect the deaths
from COVID-19 as it varies with test
rates and strategies used.
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The infection fatality rate (IFR)
due to COVID-19 uses the same
numerator.  The

Comparison of national capitals in countries
with more than 1,00,000 COVID-19 cases

tions in the

gy and methods of:

denominator

comprises the total number of in-  [[L] Total  Deaths Total DPM  %of population
fections, derived from seropreva- cases popul above 65 years
lence studies in the total popula- _Madrid 74885 8451 | 6661949 | 1269 |02
tion. IFR provides real estimates of Santiago 263000 [ 7972 | 7036792 |33 o012
COVID-19 death rates, including Washington, DC [ 12,896 [ 593 | 705749 | 840 | o016
the presence of “"‘fe["’"eg‘“fe“' London 35792 | 6885 | 8961989 | 768 | 019
er differences in sampling e Buaslia 127000 [1815 | 2570160 | 706 | 0.09

Moscow 248,228 | 4,585 |1,25,06,468 | 367 015
studies, demographics and health- Delhi 1,44,127 4,098 | 1,67,87.941 244 0.06
careresources willresultinincom- ~ _Rome/lazio | 8883 | 867 | ss6431 [148 | 023
parable seroprevalence estimates. _Riyadh 65500 | 950 | 7676654 |124 |003
As we witnessed in India, testing, jajarta 26162 | 932 | 1,0770487 |87 | 006
provision of healthcare and treat- Berlin 9,543 24 3769495 | 59 02

ment improve progressively. This
too will change both the numera-
tor and denominator over time.

In addition, we can estimate the
crude mortality rate by having the
number of people in the area in
the denominator. Generally ex-
pressed as deaths per million, this
provides the probability that any
individual in the population will
die from the disease. This too is af-
fected by incomplete and inaccu-
rate reporting of COVID-19 deaths.

Finally, all-cause excess mortali-
ty can be estimated by calculating
the number of deaths above ex-
pected baseline levels, regardless
of the reported cause of death,
and provides an overall impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The seroprevalence surveys are
useful to obtain an unbiased esti-
mate of deaths due to COVID-19.
Global evidence indicates that the
IFR is less than 1% of total infec-
tions. We can estimate this only
when we have realistic data on to-
tal infections in the country, ob-
tained from repeated nationwide
seroprevalence surveys.

In the absence of IFR, deaths
per million is an alternative esti-

'DPM: Deaths per millon; Source: Project: Jeevan Raksha

mate. The table shows the deaths
per million in the capital cities of
the nations that have more than
1,00,000 confirmed cases. The
deaths per million population
roughly correlates with a higher
proportion of persons above 65
years. The exceptions are Peru
and Brazil, which are known to
take delayed action. An honoura-
ble exception is Germany, which
has the best preventive and cura-
tive services compared to the rest
of the countries.

Registering deaths
It is important to get baseline esti-
mates of deaths to estimate the ex-
cess mortality. Currently, although
mandatory, only about 86% of the
deaths get registered, which has
increased from 66.9% in 2009, in-
dicating that 14% do not get regis-
tered in India independent of the
COVID-19 crisis. The annual crude
death rate in India is 0.73 per 100
persons. The deaths attributed to
COVID-19 in 2020 are 0.028 per
100 persons, which varies from
0.21 in Delhi followed by Maha-

rashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Pu-
ducherry and Karnataka. This is
mostly a function of better death
reporting, with three of these
States having 100% death registra-
tion and two States registering
more than 90% of deaths. The re-
gistration system has further chal-
lenges with a high proportion of
unclassifiable deaths, long delays
and irregular publication of statis-
tics. In addition, lack of training,
resources and systematic screen-
ing results in making medical as-
certainment of every death far
from practical in India. Once ef-
forts are made to register every
death, the government should in-
vest in establishing the cause of
death, linking the data to electron-
ic health records and coding the

ata.
The deaths attributed to CO-
VID-19 in all the South Asian coun-
tries are comparable and lower
than the developed countries. We
will know the actual number of
deaths when all the deaths are
compiled by the Civil Registration
System, perhaps more than a year

her. The daily images of hapless
children peering into a tiny screen
are distressing indeed. Some of
the poorer States are toying with a
software that will tell the teacher
what to do next for improving a
child's performance on a test.
Ideas like that appeal to officials
and others who have been led to
believe that our core problem has
to do with teachers.

Curiously enough, technology
enthusiasts have seldom spoken
about the absence of basic learn-
ing equipment in our schools. So-
mething as small and simple as a
magnifying glass is alien to our
primary schools. Aren’t these also
a part of educational technology?
Great expenditure is made on pur-
chasing technology for schools,
but it does not cover binoculars or
microscopes. There is a way to
make sense of this. If watching
egrets in a paddy field is not worth
the time it will take, why should
schools have binoculars? An expe-
rience that might expand or dee-
pen a child’s interest and under-
standing does not count as
learning whereas the ability to
crack a test item does. All this fits
in the larger picture, but it signifies
a colossal loss of national imagina-
tion and talent. The system has
failed to retain the momentum
and gains that accrued to it from
modest reforms because autono-
my and professional competence
were denied to teachers. If our
schools fail to nurture a free,
thoughtful mind among the
young, one reason is that schools
themselves have no freedom. And
if pandemic compulsions guide
broader decisions, teachers’ bon-
dage will get worse.

Krishna Kumar is a former Director of the
National Council of Educational Research
and Training

from now. Once known, attribut-
ing the cause of death, although
difficult, can provide delineation
of causes and excess mortality due
to COVID-19 in India. As per the
ICMR-IHME-PHFT's India disease
burden study, non-communicable
diseases-related deaths caused by
cancer, diabetes, cirrhosis, etc.
constitute 72.5% of deaths, while
27.5% of deaths are caused by HIV/
AIDS, injury, suicide, etc.

Deaths cannot be hidden in the
case of COVID-19; sooner or later,
they get reported due to a vigilant
media and an active civil society.
Due to such efforts, at least five ci-
ties in India have reconciled the
death numbers. To obtain un-
biased, reliable estimates, nation-
ally representative verbal autopsy
surveys such as the Million Death
Study can be helpful. In the mean-
time, India has to adopt a strategy
of transparency in data flow and
reporting, with increased invest-
‘ments in innovations for improv-
ing data collection and reporting.

Due to these inherent challeng-
es, India and other countries with
low mortality are subject to in-
creased, and welcome, scrutiny.
However, commentators should
not be tempted to use estimates
beyond the range that can be in-
ferred by evidence. The assump-
tions about undercounting deaths
should be realistic. With no sup-
porting evidence such as a surge in
numbers from burial grounds or in
the neighbourhood, it is counter-
intuitive to assume that we have
under-counted  thousands ~ of
deaths. Alas, counting the deaths
is a deadly challenge out there.

Giridhara R. Babu is a Professor of
Epidemiology at the Indian Institute of
Public Health, PHFI, Bengaluru

Ignoring the Ghats
While an impassioned pitch
for environmental

are among the other: ese conventions provide the
necessary framework to counteract the predominance
of informality in the conditions of work and ought to be
a priority for governments. Though belated, India has
signalled its legal i to the elimination of

protection by a politicianis  recommendations of the don’t matter much in the of the suburbs and the
rare, one cannot miss the ~ Kasturirangan Committee.  campaign, butin this case, ~ working class white voters

i icity in Sonia V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN, it looks like Ms. Harris has are likely to vote for Donald
Gandhi's article (“Stop the ~ Thinwananthapuram the potential to change the  Trump. It remains to be
dismantling of game for the party. seen whether swing states
environmental rules”, Running mate KOSARAJU C such as i

August 13). She did not The choice of Kamala Hyderabad Michigan and Wisconsin,

child labour with its 2017 ratification of Convention 182
and the instrument prescribing the minimum age of
work for children. As the world prepares to designate
2021 as the year to abolish child labour, governments
must seize the moment to instil hope in the future gen-
erations.

»

mention the Gadgil
C i report on the
Western Ghats. The yearly

floods and landslides in lacklustre democratic
Kerala are largely thanks to  campaign for the 2020

the previous Congressled  presidential race (“Kamala
UDF government’s decision  Harris to be Biden’s

to ignore Madhav Gadgil’s  running mate”, August 13).
recommendation to classify ~ Given that she is a biracial
64% of the Western Ghats  child of immigrants, Ms.

as Ecologically Sensitive
Area zones and instead
accept the watered down

Harris truly represents the
diversity of the U.S.
Generally, running mates

electora is by nature quite
traditional in its voting
habits. The moderate voters

August 12). For those

Harris as Joe Biden's
running mate has
electrified the hitherto

Kamala Harris is a worthy
choice as running mate.
However, she may not be
the fillip that will help Joe
Biden cross the finish line.
Despite the Trump
administration’s gross
mismanagement of the
pandemic, the American

‘which Mr. Trump won in
2016, will support Mr.

Biden this time.
G. PARAMESWARAN,
Coimbatore

Hindi matters

Kanimozhi is right in
flagging the issue to the
higher-ups in the CISF, but

lens; Hindi is the most

useful language to know if
one is travelling to north

India.
ViV, KOUSHIK,
a

it is high time the Dravidian
parties rethink their stand
on the language policy
(“CISF to deploy personnel
with “working knowledge of
local language’ at airports”,

relocating from Tamil Nadu
to northern States, not
knowing Hindi puts them at
a disadvantage. The powers
that be need to stop looking
at the language issue only
through the ideological

Toread moreletters
ontine, scan the QR coc

Sexual assault

Itis dismaying that a delay
in hospital admission is a
possible reason for the girl
succumbing to her injuries
(“Sexual assault victim dies
in Hyderabad”, August 13) .
Such cases need immediate
medical intervention.
Hospitals should not insist
on paperwork when life is
at stake. It is also sickening
that orphanages are not
safe for girls.

DEEPIKA JAIN,

Delhi
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OPINION

Election 2020: The Year of Weird

By Karl Rove

ne of the strangest

years in American pol-

tics keeps getting
stranger. One example is
what’s happened to the
quadrennial national party
conventions, which have
been an integral part of
American politics since 1831,
when the parties replaced
the old system in which
members of Congress se-
lected the nominees.

Many exciting elements of
the conventions long ago dis-
appeared with the advent of
primaries, the decline of party
influence and the emergence
of television. No more 103 bal-
lots to select the Democratic
nominee as in 1924. No walk-
outs like Theodore Roosevelt’s
progressive Republicans in
1912. No contested vi i

Like the conventions, the
campaign after Labor Day will
be different in many ways,
and not only because it will
happen in a time of plague
and social distancing.

With the two oldest candi-
dates ever to seek the Oval Of-
fice, the vice-presidential
picks matter more than usual,
especially for Joe Biden. It is
quite unlikely that, if elected,
he’ll seek a second term at 81.
Sen. Kamala Harris will face
more scrutiny than most run-
ning mates. Americans will
carefully consider whether

high negatives. The pandemic
has focused attention on the
incumbent’s response, which
the public has judged harshly.
still, as Mr. Biden comes into
focus, doubts may grow about
him and his policies, if the
Trump campaign is disci-
plined in turning attention to
him.

The race will likely rest on
who voters think can better
confront our nation’s broad
challenges. Mr. Biden has the
advantage among those whose
paramount fear is coronavi-
rus, though his edge could be

imini b ts—for in-

Conventions are over,
and voters may
actually care about
the vice president.

dential nominations: That last
happened at the 1956 Demo-
cratic convention.

For more than 40 years, the
conventions have been made-
for-television moments, origi-
nally with 1960s production
values that were a cross be-
tween “Hee Haw” and a Jerry
Lewis Telethon. More recently,
the conventions morphed into
extravagantly staged and
highly rated miniseries. Some
30 million Americans watched
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 accep-
tance speech, and 32.2 million
watched Donald Trump’s. But
now the roaring crowds,
breathless gavel-to-gavel cov-
erage, and occasional mo-
ments of drama are gone.
They won’t come back.

she’s up to the top job. The
San Francisco Chronicle ran
an extraordinary op-ed by her
mentor, former San Francisco
Mayor and California Assem-
bly Speaker Willie Brown, ad-
vising her to “politely decline”
an offer to be vice president
and instead try to become U.S.
attorney general. It will be
discussed around more than a
few dinner tables.

Moreover, the polls are sta-
ble but narrowing, with the
RealClearPolitics  average
dropping from a 10.2-point
lead for Mr. Biden on June 23
to 7.3 points Wednesday. That
may not look close, but the
race is as unsettled as the na-
tion. Both candidates have

y

stance, if a vaccine arrives
soon or if cases and deaths
fall. His only real argument is
that Mr. Trump has bungled
the pandemic response; the
Democratic nominee has of-
fered little evidence he has
better ideas on how to cope
with Covid.

Mr. Trump holds the edge
with those who won't tolerate
lawlessness in American cities
and those who think he’ll do a
better job in restoring the
economy after the plague re-
cedes. He is also likely to win
on who is tougher on China.
But his weakness is that so far
he hasn’t laid out an agenda
for a second term.

No single ad—along the
lines of Ronald Reagan’s
“Morning in America” or Lyn-
don B. Johnson’s “Daisy”
spot—will settle this contest.
Victory will come from the cu-
mulative effect of raising
doubts about the other candi-
date and his values. Red-meat
attacks that rouse the parties’

respective electoral bases will
reinforce, not persuade. What
will be persuasive are themes
that resonate with that 10% or
12% of voters who are still on
the fence or leaning one way,
particularly  suburbanites.
Carefully and creatively rais-
ing doubts about the other
candidate will be more effec-
tive than taking a figurative
baseball bat to his head.

One more piece of advice:
It's time to start spending
money. Neither campaign
should sit on its war chest.
President Obama killed off
public financing by declining it
so that he could spend unlim-
ited money on his 2008 gen-
eral-election campaign. Since
then, winning presidential
campaigns have had more
money at the end than they
can effectively spend. Candi-
dates kick themselves for not
investing earlier in productive
activities. The huge increase in
early voting and difficulty of
persuading swing voters makes
wise early investments more
important. The candidates will
raise more than enough money
in the months ahead.

A parting prediction: The
race will get closer—and
weirder, too—in the dozen
weeks left before Nov. 3.

Mr. Rove helped organize
the political-action committee
American Crossroads and is
author of “The Triumph of
William McKinley” (Simon &
Schuster, 2015).

Daniel Henninger is aw:

‘Covid Powers’ Wreck My Neighborhood

By Julia Vitullo-Martin

New York
or many years I've lived
in paradise—the Upper
West Side. We have

convivial neighbors, beautiful
buildings, great subways, ex-
cellent theater and dance,
fine libraries and bookstores,
wonderful restaurants, pleas-
ant markets. There were
problems but we worked
them out amicably.

Then Covid-19 hit. The
streets emptied as people
sheltered in place. Retail
stores, already hurt by online
shopping, closed. Restaurants
were shut down. The city cut
sanitation pickups. Cops
stopped walking the beat. At
the same time, vagrancy—a
perennial problem—seemed
to increase, with panhandlers
on many corners, and people
with their belongings occupy-
ing space on the sidewalks.

Weird things started to
happen, and the city govern-
ment was missing in action.
Rather than returning to the
depot, bus drivers began
parking in undesignated areas
overnight and for hours dur-
ing the day. When challenged,
they dismissively told resi-
dents to call 311, the city’s
nonemergency service num-
ber. Private delivery drivers
selected blocks as distribu-
tion areas, with dozens of
workers suddenly showing up
and unloading hundreds of
boxes onto the bike lanes and
sidewalks. The Transporta-
tion Department refused to
help, saying it hadn’t autho-
rized the trucks and therefore

couldn’t regulate them.
Things got even worse
when the government did
show up. Without a word of
warning to residents or
elected officials, the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services,
citing “emergency Covid pow-
ers” in May moved more
than 100 single men into the
boutique Belnord Hotel on a
quiet residential block of
West 87th Street. Four buses
full of people had pulled up
unannounced in the early
morning. The department,
which has a six-month lease,
refuses to say whether the
shelter is permanent.
Almost simultaneously the
department moved 130 men
into the Hotel Belleclaire, 10
blocks south. In late July it
converted yet another hotel,
the Lucerne, to a temporary
shelter, moving in 283 men,
most recovering i

serts in its bureaucratic lan-
guage that it is abiding by
state law in housing them in
a residential neighborhood.

True to New York’s classic
development patterns, the
Upper West Side is full of
schools and playgrounds in-
terspersed with businesses
and residences. Worried par-
ents have set up chat rooms
and a Facebook page to post
photos of men behaving
badly—urinating on side-
walks, shooting up on church
steps, congregating, drinking,
spitting, smoking marijuana
on park benches.

New York City has
commandeered three
hotels and moved in
hundreds of addicts.

and drug users according to
the agency.

Long a progressive bas-
tion, the neighborhood has
worked for decades with ad-
vocates and social-service
agencies to integrate sup-
portive housing for low-in-
come New Yorkers into the
neighborhood fabric. I can
count seven supportive hous-
ing projects in my immediate

o

rea.

What’s happening now is
different. A reeling neighbor-
hood has been forced—with
no warning—to accept almost
600 new male residents,
nearly all with histories of
substance abuse. A handful
are registered sex offenders,
although the department as-

In a Zoom call organized
by the office of the Manhat-
tan borough president, par-
ticipants from the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services
and advocacy groups urged
that parents use “nonstigma-
tizing language” when refer-
ring to what they call the
“West Side’s new residents
who are our brothers and our
fathers.” One argued that
photos of drunken men sleep-
ing on sidewalks and the
Broadway medians “strip
these people of any shred of
humanity.” What about the
humanity of parents fright-
ened for their families and
residents worried about their
neighborhood?

Under the law, none of this
should be happening. The
1989 city charter requires
that public facilities likely to
burden neighborhoods—jails,
waste-transfer stations, drug-
treatment centers, transi-
tional shelters—must be equi-
tably distributed. Community
boards—bodies consisting of
local residents appointed by
elected officials—are charged
with undertaking regular
analyses of government facili-
ties in order to protect the
neighborhood, but the Upper
West Side’s board hasn’t ful-
filled that duty.

Every day the neighbor-
hood seems less like paradise.
Petty crime has been increas-
ing, and burglary has more
than tripled over the past
three months, according to
police. In place of their famil-
iar open doors, merchants
have been locking entrances
and removing valuable items
from windows. CVS paddle-
locked its ice cream section
because of constant theft.
Restaurants have been al-
lowed to reopen, but because
of Covid, patrons may sit
only outdoors, where they are
subjected to aggressive pan-
handling. Some restaurants
have closed a second time.

Moving vans are a fre-
quent sight, as families sim-
ply pack up and leave. A
neighborhood psychiatrist at-
tributed this in part to “anni-
hilation anxiety.” Not only
paradise is lost—so is basic
civility.

Ms. Vitullo-Martin is a
writer and political scientist.

Kamala, Goddess of Wealth Creation

By Tunku Varadarajan

identity of his running

mate: Sen. Kamala Devi
Harris. Why did he take so
long to decide? Maybe he
needed time to learn how to
say her name.

How do you say Kamala?
It’s an Indian name, proof that
Ms. Harris’s dual ethnicity
can’t be written out of the
script in the racially absolutist
politics of the U.S. Her
mother—as many (though not
enough) people know—was an
Indian immigrant. The sena-
tor's given name, Kamala

ddess Kamala—i

J oe Biden has revealed the

tion mark,” Ms. Harris explains
in her memoir, not “Camel-ah,”
to rhyme with Pamela, or even
“come-AAH-lah,” the common-
est mispronunciation.

To make matters compli-
cated: That last sounding of
syllables was the way in which
James Harris, a professional
wrestler from Senatobia, Miss.,
nicknamed “The Ugandan Gi-
ant,” pronounced his stage
name—which, bafflingly, was

It’s ‘comma-la, and
don’t mix her up with
the late pro wrestler.

been by cosmic alignment that
Mr. Harris the wrestler died
two days before Ms. Harris the
politician was nominated. He
was 70.

There are other ironies. Ms.
Harris’s progressive economic
beliefs sit awkwardly with her
being named for a goddess of
wealth creation. And her
mother, Shyamala Gopalan
(her first name is pronounced
“Shyaa-muh-lah”), was an Iyer
Brahmin, at the pinnacle of the
caste structure of her native
Tamil Nadu, a state in south
India. The complex politics of
that region have caused many
Tamil Brahmins to seek their

a
synonym for Lakshmi, the
Hindu deity of wealth and for-
tune. The word Kamala liter-
ally means “she of the lotus,”
the flower on which Lakshmi is
said to repose in the Hindu
heavens.

As her name floods the
news, I wince each time it is
uttered by anchors and politi-
cians who mangle the stress of
its vowels. It is pronounced
“comma-la—like the punctua-

“Kamala.” A giant black man
as the Lady of the Lotus? Per-
haps his handlers confused the
name with the capital of
Uganda. That was certainly the
case with the autocorrect func-
tion on iPhones, which, for
much of Tuesday, was chang-
ing Ms. Harris’s first name to
“Kampala,” so much so that
“Kampala Harris” was trending
on Twitter. It can only have

fortunes including
Silicon Valley. Gopalan, who
died in 2009, was a medical re-
searcher at the University of
California, Berkeley.

The pronunciation of Ms.
Harris’s name is, to be sure, a
trivial aspect of her political
adventure. More fraught by far
is the extent to which she
can—and must—calibrate her
Indianness on the American
political stage. For an ethnic
group that is more successful

materially in the U.S. than vir-
tually any other, Indian-Ameri-
cans are a strikingly anti-Re-
publican bunch: 84% voted for
Hillary Clinton in 2016. Ms.
Harris doesn’t need to play to
that ethnic gallery, especially
as it is a tiny fraction of the
electorate.

Instead, she must play up
her paternal side—African, via
her Jamaican father. The Dem-
ocrats are a party of ethnic hi-
erarchies, in which smaller
ethnicities—such as Indians—
must efface themselves and
wait their turn. It is ironic that
the party many Indian-Ameri-
cans disdain is the one to have
given this country two Indian-
American governors (Bobby
Jindal of Louisiana and Nikki
Haley of South Carolina).

It’s not inconceivable that
in 2024, America could have to
choose between Ms. Harris and
Ms. Haley for president. Which
will it be, the Tamil Brahmin
or the Sikh?

Mr. Varadarajan is execu-
tive editor at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Hoover Institution.

BOOKSHELF | By Gerard Helferich

‘Man Can
Only Mar It’

Leave It as It Is

By David Gessner
(Simon & Schuster, 338 pages, $28)

ore than a century after his death, Theodore

Roosevelt still inspires with his ferocious energy,

consummate intelligence and manifold achieve-
ments. But perhaps most fascinating is his complex, even
paradoxical, personality. A man with genuine empathy for
the disadvantaged, he embraced the racial and cultural
prejudices of his time; an avowed trustbuster, he accepted
the patronage of banks and corporations; a steadfast
conservationist, he slaughtered hundreds of wild animals.
Today, when the legacies of many American heroes are
being re-examined, what are we to make of Teddy
Roosevelt?

David Gessner considers Roosevelt’s environmental
record in his thoughtful “Leave It as It Is.” The title comes
from a speech that TR gave at the Grand Canyon in 1903,

exhorting his fellow citizens:
“Leave it as it is. You can
not improve on it. The ages
have been at work on it,
and man can only mar it.”

The phrase was the
watchword of Roosevelt’s
conservationist ethos. As

president, he set aside 230
million federal acres for
posterity, creating five national
parks, 51 federal bird preserves,
four national game preserves
and 150 national forests. He
g also designated 18 national
2 monuments, including the Grand
Canyon, later named a national park.
In establishing these monuments he invoked
the Antiquities Act, which he had signed in 1906; it gave
presidents the authority to protect federally owned “historic
landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest.” Taken as a whole,
Roosevelt’s record is unparalleled, and Mr. Gessner is right
to call TR “our first and greatest environmental president.”

In shielding federal land from unbridled development
(as in many other matters), Roosevelt was often opposed
by powerful commercial interests and a reluctant Congress.
Today conserving wilderness areas is still unpopular among
those who believe, as candidate Donald Trump declared in
2016: “We’ll be fine with the environment. We can leave a
little bit, but you can’t destroy businesses.” In 2017, to free
up more public land for mining and oil and gas drilling,
Mr. Trump drastically reduced the size of two scientifically
and culturally important national monuments, Bears Ears
and Grand Staircase-Escalante, both located in Utah. (The
former was designated a national monument in 2016, by
President Obama; the later by President Clinton in 1996.)
Removing nearly two million acres from protection, it was
the greatest rollback of its kind in history.

The action inspired Mr. Gessner, a writing professor and
environmental author, to make a cross-country drive to
the threatened monuments, as well as to several sites that
had inspired Theodore Roosevelt, including the Badlands
of North Dakota, Muir Woods in California, and the Yellow-
stone, Yosemite and Grand Canyon national parks. En route,
the author was hoping to reconnect with his hero and to
find a relevance for TR in our own era. Not least, he was
looking for reasons to hope.

Though a paradoxical figure, Teddy Roosevelt
was undoubtedly a fighter for what he believed in,
including the preservation of the natural world.

The road trip forms the backbone of his book, but Mr.
Gessner fleshes it out with succinct sections on Roosevelt’s
life, especially the periods that helped to shape his
environmentalism, such as his boyhood, when he became
enamored with natural history, and his stint as a rancher
in North Dakota. He especially delves into Roosevelt’s
presidency, where TR’s environmental legacy includes,
most tangibly, all those national parks, preserves,
monuments and forests. But through his bully pulpit, his
books, articles and speeches, Roosevelt also inspired his
fellow Americans to care about the environment and to
see it in a new way. “One of Theodore Roosevelt’s great
legacies,” Mr. Gessner writes, “was giving us a story to
tell ourselves about this country and its land.” TR believed,
he adds, that the land “was part of us, and we were part
of it. It defined us, and our love for it was one of the best
things about us. These ideas may now sound like
platitudes; to him they were felt truths.”

Yet on the environment, Roosevelt’s record is not pristine,
especially as it concerns Native Americans. An ardent
advocate of Manifest Destiny, he published a four-volume
history, “The Winning of the West,” whose title aptly
captures his point of view. He could never accept what
happened to Native Americans as genocide, and when the
presence of Native peoples stood in the way of perceived
progress, including the creation of national parks and
monuments, his solution was to remove them from the
land and to urge assimilation into the dominant culture.

Mr. Gessner doesn’t excuse Roosevelt’s limitations and
hypocrisies, but neither does he want them to cancel his
signal achievements. “We are all hypocrites,” he writes,
quoting his friend the environmental planner Dan Driscoll.
“But we need more hypocrites who fight.” And there’s no
question that Roosevelt was a fighter for what he believed in,
including the natural world. Perhaps his greatest environ-
mental contribution was to promote a wider vision, beyond
the anthropocentrism that Mr. Gessner warns is destroying
the planet. “For all his self-centeredness and egotism,” the
author writes, “he seemed to understand this primary insight:
that the world is more important than we are.”

As we face environmental dangers unimagined in
Roosevelt’s day, Mr. Gessner asks what TR would do with
our surviving wilderness. The impassioned response:
Leave it as it is. Although protecting public lands, in itself,
won't reverse global warming, it could play a key role in
counterbalancing carbon emissions and preserving
imperiled species. And maybe he is naive, the author
admits of himself, but he believes that “wild, beautiful land
is the greatest thing about our country. It is the single best
reason for hope. . . . A physical statement of our belief in
the future.” Or as Theodore Roosevelt put it more than a
century ago: “There is nothing more practical than the
preservation of beauty.”

Mr. Helferich’s most recent book is “An Unlikely Trust:
Theodore Roosevelt, J.P. Morgan, and the Improbable
Partnership That Remade American Business.”
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OPINION

The Gulf War Ended Too Soon

By Paul Wolfowitz

hirty years ago this

month, on Aug. 2, 1990,

Saddam Hussein invaded

Kuwait. The U.S. mounted

an impressive response,
but strategic errors at the end of the
Gulf War had consequences the
world still lives with today.

As Defense Secretary Dick Che-
ney’s representative on the Deputies
Committee, I had the privilege to
observe President George HW. Bush
from the second row. I have nothing.
but admiration for Bush’s leadersh}p
in responding to an aggressive act
virtually no one had anticipated.
Swallowing an entire country and its
oil wealth shocked the world. While
it left no doubt about the danger
Saddam posed, it made the chal-
lenge all the more formidable. In
less than a week from a cold start,
Bush put together the basic ele-
ments of a political-military strategy
to force Saddam to relinquish his
conquest—peacefully if possible, by
force if necessary.

Bush was right not to go all
the way to Baghdad, but he
should have backed Shiite
rebels in southern Iraq.

Bush recognized that he could do
little, and nothing militarily, with-
out Saudi support. But he also un-
derstood the dilemma at the heart
of Riyadh’s thinking. For them, the
one thing worse than dealing with
an aggressive Saddam on their own
would be to accept U.S. support
only to see it waver, as Jimmy
Carter did with Iran and Ronald
Reagan in Lebanon.

Bush ignored advice to play down
the size of the force the U.S. would
have to deploy to defend Saudi oil
fields. He authorized Mr. Cheney to
tell them the full extent of what was
needed. The Saudi ambassador swal-
lowed hard, then said: “At least we
know you're serious.”

The president reinforced that se-
riousness by his spontaneous state-
ment to reporters: “This will not
stand, this aggression against Ku-
wait.” Implicitly it committed him to
taking military action if all else
failed. Asked where that phrase

-
A US. tank and a picture of Saddam Hussein in Kuwait, March 1, 1991.

came from, Bush replied: “That’s
mine. . . . That’s what I feel.”

Thmughout the next seven
months, Bush made repeated diffi-
cult decisions crisply after consult-
ing with his advisers. Some involved
great risks, and often the advisers
didn't all agree. By the beginning of
March 1991, Saddam’s army was
evicted from Kuwait with miracu-
lously low American and coalition
casualties.

But unlike his principal advisers,
Bush was not “exhilarated” by the
outcome. “How can I be exhila-
rated,” he said to reporters, “when
Saddam Hussein is still in power?”
That unhappiness, only briefly dis-
played publicly, comes through
clearly in Jon Meachem’s autho-
rized 2015 biography of Bush, who
allowed the author access to his
diaries.

“I don’t feel euphoria,” Bush
wrote on Feb. 28, 1991, the day af-
ter the combatants announced a
cease-fire. “Hitler is alive, indeed,
Hitler is still in office, and that’s
the problem. . American people
elated, [but] I have no elation.”
What Mr. Meachem calls “Bush’s
postwar despondency” was rooted
in the “failure to bring about Sad-
dam’s fall” and some specific con-
tributing failures.

Bush regretted the decision not
to force Saddam to the surrender ta-
ble at Safwan, just across the Ku-
waiti border, where U.S. and Iraqi
troops had a standoff after the with-
drawal and cease-fire. “More sub-
stantively,” Meachem writes, “when
the rebellions against Saddam began

after Safwan, everything went
wrong. The United States did noth-
ing to support the insurgents, and
the uprising was put down in part
by Iraqi helicopters,” which Sad-
dam’s army had been allowed to
keep on the pretext that it needed
them because the bridges had been
destroyed, not strafe and drop mus-
tard gas on the Shiite rebels.

Historians examining how that
happened need to ask why the for-
mal decision structure, which Bush
had used masterfully until then to
make critical decisions almost daily,
broke down at the very end.

I still believe Bush was right not
to risk American lives pursuing the
retreating enemy into Iraq or all the
way to Baghdad, particularly since
Iraqi defenses against Iran had stiff-
ened when on their own territory. It
turned out also that several Republi-
can Guard divisions were still intact.

But there were at least three al-
ternative courses of action that
should have been considered, sepa-
rately or together, as part of a post-
combat strategy: Demand that Sad-
dam or one of his principal

PASCAL GUYOT/AFP VIA GETTY IMIAGES

mitted to keep them on the pretext
that they were needed for transpor-
tation because of the damage done
by coalition bombing. At that point,
the fate of the rebellions was the
single most important issue for the
future of Iraq and for the reputation
of the U.S. in the eyes of the Iraqi
people. The president himself, per-
sonally and publicly (at a March 13
press conference in Canada), had
warned Iraq to stop using helicop-
ters against the rebels.

Moreover, Saudi leaders had
urged Secretary of State James
Baker, during his early March visit
to Riyadh, to support the Iraqi reb-
els. They said, as I remember, that
Saddam was still dangerous, “like a
wounded snake,” and added that
“we’re not afraid of the Shia of
Iraq,” who are “Arabs and not Per-
sians,” and had remained loyal to
Iraq during eight years of war with
Iran.

None of those alternatives would
have caused the coalition to col-
lapse—particularly with the Saudis
on board—nor would they have re-
quired the U.S. to occupy Baghdad.
In combination, they would have
been an appropriate response to
Iraq’s treacherous abuse of the
permission it had obtained to fly
helicopters.

Supporting the rebellions had
risks of its own, but those risks
should have been deliberated care-
fully, as so many others had been
over the course of the preceding
seven months. But leaders were
anxious to end the war and avoid
mission creep that would get the
U.S. stuck in Iraq, so they weren’t.
As a result, Saddam played a cat-
and-mouse game that kept the U.S.
stuck anyway for 12 more years
and beyond.

There was time to allow the pres-
ident to think things through, but it
wasn’t used. The lesson: If time is
on your side, don’t succumb to a

surrender

secure United Natlons Secunty
Council endorsement of the large
“disengagement” zone along Iraq’s
entire southern border, which our
U.N. Ambassador Thomas Pickering
had proposed; and insist that Sad-
dam stop using at least his helicop-
ters, if not his tanks as well, to
slaughter the Shiite rebels in south-
ern Iraq.

The helicopters were a focus of
attention because Iraq had been per-

sense of urgency.
Take the time to examine whether
there are better outcomes than sim-
ply abandoning “endless wars” in
the mistaken belief that you won’t
be forced back to war again.

Mr. Wolfowitz, a visiting scholar
at the American Enterprise Institute,
served a: to Indo-

Law Alone
Can’t Protect
Free Speech

By Greg Lukianoff
And Adam Goldstein

ancel culture notwithstanding,
legal commentator Ken White
argues that “this is a golden
age for free speech in America.” For
decades, he notes, the Supreme Court
has protected all manner of objec-
tionable speech, from burning the
American flag to homophobic pro-
tests outside servicemen’s funerals.
That’s true—but those victories rest
on a broad cultural consensus. If
campus norms continue to displace
free speech culture, judges and law-
yers will eventually start to ignore
the First Amendment or, worse, chip
away at it until it is meaningless.
Free-speech culture gave us the
First Amendment to begin with. It
Kept free speech alive in the tumultu-
ous 19th century. It reinvigorated the
First Amendment in the 20th century.
It informs interpretations of the First
Amendment today—and it will deter-
mine whether free-speech protec-
tions will survive.

If today’s cultural trends
continue, judges will
eventually curtail First
Amendment rights.

That’s very much in doubt, consid-
ering the state of those norms in
higher education. Our organization
was founded in 1999. Back then, if
Princeton investigated a professor
because he wrote an op-ed disagree-
ing with activist demands, or the
public called on Auburn to fire a pro-
fessor for expressing antipolice views
online, or a conservative University
of North Carolina-Wilmington profes-
sor was hounded to suicide for abra-
sive public statements, it would be a
very bad semester. All this happened
‘within two weeks last month, and the
fall semester hasn’t even begun. As
students graduate, cancel-culture
norms spread beyond campus, to

nesia (1986 89) undersecretary of
defense for policy (1989-93) and
deputy defense secretary (2001-05).

Individual Choice Is a Bad Fit for Covid Safety

By Alan S. Blinder

he U.S. government’s disas-
trous failure in dealing with
the coronavirus pandemic is a
tragedy in many acts—from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s initial errors with test kits
and masking, to a know-nothing
president who confuses magical
thinking with thinking, even to cra-
ven political considerations when
the pandemic was seen as a blue-
state problem, and much more.
But one of the most important
sources of government failure has
received comparatively little atten-
tion—and it’s economic in nature.
Economists are often accused of
being madly in love with free mar-
kets, and there is some truth to
that. But one of the most important
ideas we teach every stu-

crue to other companies and to
consumers. So firms in free mar-
kets, left to their own devices, will
invest too little in R&D. Govern-
ments around the world have long
understood this problem, which is
why they both subsidize R&D and
perform it themselves.

Negative externalities are often
more spectacular—and more worri-
some. The classic example is pollu-
tion. If firms aren’t charged for the
pollutants they spew into the atmo-
sphere, they will emit too many. For

Consider the externalities:
We each choose whether to
isolate or wear a mask, but
all society bears the costs.

dent is that unfettered markets sys-
tematically get it wrong in the pres-
ence of externalities—cases in which
the decisions of some people or
businesses have important effects
on third parties who have no say in
the decision.

Externalities can be beneficial or
harmful. A classic example of a
beneficial externality is your neigh-
bor’s beautiful garden. Although
you planted nothing and pay no fee,
you benefit daily. Free markets will
systematically underprovide such
activities.

A far bigger beneficial external-
ity inheres in business spending on
research and development. Firms
that engage in successful R&D cap-
ture only a portion of the benefits
of their innovations. The rest ac-

over a century, economists have ad-
vocated a straightforward fix for this
market failure: Tax polluters for the
damages they inflict on others.

This analysis applies directly to
climate change. CO2 is not a classic
pollutant: It doesn’t burn your eyes,
make you cough, or turn the skies
gray. Rather, cumulative CO2 emis-
sions heat up the atmosphere, caus-
ing climate changes of all sorts—
most of them bad. Because this huge
negative externality has been al-
lowed to run rampant, we are grad-
ually making the Earth an inhospita-
ble place for humans.

What does all this have to do
with the coronavirus? The Covid-19
pandemic creates a giant externality
through contagion, and we aren’t
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doing nearly enough to contain it.

Absent a vaccine, our main de-
fenses against this “plague” are ee-
rily similar to what people did in the
Middle Ages: Wear face masks and
keep your distance from people who
might be contagious. Americans
afraid of contracting the disease are
taking these precautions now—or at
least some are. And that’s where the
externality comes in.

Start with face masks. First, they
cost money. Probably more impor-
tant, they are uncomfortable to wear
and make you look—how shall I say
it?—a bit odd. Individuals who make
decisions in their own best interests
will balance these costs against the
benefit of reducing their susceptibil-
ity to the virus—which, scientists
tell us, is small. Based on this per-
sonal cost-benefit calculus, each in-
dividual will decide whether or not
to wear a mask.

But wait. What about neighbors,
co-workers, and passershy? Since
wearing a mask benefits other peo-
ple much more than ourselves, the
beneficial externality from mask-
wearing is huge. Consistent with
that, several studies have estimated
that the health gains from masking
are large while the economic costs
are small. A good deal. Yet basic
economics tells us that self-inter-
ested decision makers will not wear
masks enough.

More or less the same can be said
about social distancing. We all know
that keeping our distance is incon-
venient (to say the least), especially
if other folks aren’t cooperating. It
certainly impedes economic activity.
Yet no one is handing out rewards
to people who distance properly,
and few places are penalizing those
who come too close. As in the case
of face masks, individual decision-
making in free markets will produce
too little social distancing.

The standard remedy for an ex-
ternality is a tax or a subsidy. But
this is impractical for masking or
distancing. The best compromise
may be an enforced mandate that
people wear masks and practice so-
cial distancing in public. Enforce-
ment would be difficult, but it’s
been effective in some states and
many European countries.

Here, however, we hear thunder
on the right—even from some Re-
publican governors—that requiring
either masking or distancing in-
fringes on individual liberty. Well,
sure. So do red lights and speed lim-
its—which, like masks, save lives.
It’s no exaggeration; the anti-mask-
ers are killing people.

M. Blinder is a professor of eco-
nomics and public affairs at Prince-
ton University and a former vice
chairman of the Federal Reserve.

Notable & Quotable: NASA

From an Aug. 5 National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration
press release:

As the scientific community
works to identify and address sys-
temic discrimination and inequality
in all aspects of the field, it has be-
come clear that certain cosmic nick-
names are not only insensitive, but
can be actively harmful. NASA is ex-
amining its use of unofficial termi-
nology for cosmic objects as part of
its commitment to diversity, equity,
and inclusion.

As an initial step, NASA will no
longer refer to planetary nebula NGC
2392, the glowing remains of a Sun-
like star that is blowing off its outer
layers at the end of its life, as the
“Eskimo Nebula.” “Eskimo” is widely
viewed as a colonial term with a rac-
ist history, imposed on the indige-
nous people of Arctic regions. Most
official documents have moved away
from its use. NASA will also no longer
use the term “Siamese Twins Galaxy”
to refer to NGC 4567 and NGC 4568,

a pair of spiral galaxies found in the
Virgo Galaxy Cluster. Moving for-
ward, NASA will use only the official,
International Astronomical Union
designations in cases where nick-
names are inappropriate.

“I support our ongoing reevalua-
tion of the names by which we refer
to astronomical objects,” said
‘Thomas Zurbuchen, associate admin-
istrator of NASA’s Science Mission
Directorate at Headquarters, Wash-
ington. “Our goal is that all names
are aligned with our values of diver-
sity and inclusion, and we’ll proac-
tively work with the scientific com-
munity to help ensure that. Science
is for everyone, and every facet of
our work needs to reflect that
value.”

Nicknames are often more ap-
proachable and public-friendly than
official names for cosmic objects,
such as Barnard 33, whose nickname
“the Horsehead Nebula” invokes its
appearance. But often seemingly in-
nocuous nicknames can be harmful
and detract from the science.

corporate
and sooner or later courtrooms.

What is free-speech culture? Folk
wisdom like “it’s a free country” is
one window into cultural values, and
free-speech values pervade our idi-
oms. Sentiments like “to each his
own” and “everyone’s entitled to an
opinion” can be found all over First
Amendment law. “Freedom to differ
is not limited to things that do not
matter much,” the justices observed
in West Virginia Board of Education
v. Barnette (1943). In Cohen v. Cali-
fornia (1971), they declared that “one
man’s vulgarity is another’s lyric.”

Idioms like these have lost much
of their cultural force. “Sticks and
stones may break my bones, but
words can never hurt me” is mocked
as an affront to women and minori-
ties rather than a mantra a free soci-
ety teaches children to help them be-
come resilient. Free-speech culture
has a high tolerance for difference—a
presumption that, for most of us,
personal political differences needn’t
interfere with cooperating in our day-
to-day lives, and that even “bad” peo-
ple can be great at their jobs. “To
each his own.”

Free-speech culture can survive
without good free-speech law. In
18th-century France, one of the
greatest philosophical periods in hu-
man history flourished even though
its participants, including Voltaire,
Diderot, Rousseau and the Marquis
de Condorcet, had to flee to avoid ar-
rest, or in some cases were arrested.
The cultural norm of open discussion
‘was so strong that they kept writing
and challenging norms despite the le-
gal risk.

But without a corresponding cul-
ture, free-speech law becomes a
mockery. Consider the following con-
stitutional provisions:

« “Everyone shall be guaranteed
freedom of thought and speech.”

* “Citizens are guaranteed free-
dom of speech, the press, assembly,
demonstration and association.”

* “Everyone has the right to ex-
press and disseminate his/her
thoughts and opinions by speech.”

Each of these promises sounds
similar to the First Amendment’s
Free Speech Clause. But Russia,
North Korea and Turkey, respectively,
lack the free-speech culture neces-
sary to make them real. Even in freer
countries such as Spain, Britain and
France, people have been imprisoned
for rap lyrics, social-media posts, and
reading choices.

That’s where America is headed if
we get complacent. A free-speech cul-
ture can exist without protective law,
but not the other way around—at
least not for very long.

‘Mr. Lukianoff is president and CEO
and Mr. Goldstein senior research
counsel of the Foundation for Individ-
ual Rights in Education. This article
is adapted from a debate between
Mr. Lukianoff and Ken White pub-
lished by Reason.
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25 YEARS OF INTERNET IN INDIA

cnsocialmedia, they store thens, vec-

i wonderland

track of lost websites,
lapsed domain names
from the early years

PP

MUMBAE What da you remenber of the
first time you used the internet? The

the modem connecting?
Thee jay of seeing little computer jvons
linking to each athes in your taskbar,
indicating that your dial-up was work-
ing? O paying the cyber café guy il to
bouk your train ticket?

When India first got online 26 years
ago, it was slow going Pagestook agesto
Lo (with the hoerglas fran Eunieg
encllesscly] Tout ance we got. e
we weere hociked, You filled your Mtk
filder with MP2files, saw the MSN-Yahoo
rivalryundold 1ikearepeat of the'Blscala
wars, did a web search through Ask
Jeeves, Andit wasall free, and ad free.

Wisess gt their firs! taste af power in
1694, with public-journal frmats that
allowed anyane o post their thoughtsfor
thewarld Wedidn'tevencall them blags
sl 1968, but by 2404, Blog was Oxford
English Dicticnary's Word of the Vear.

The internet's firstever wehsite,
Infio.cern.ch, has heen saved for posterity
by the guys who built the internet. But
where do yougo tosse therest of#? When
domain names lapse, or companies col-
Lapsse, the websites can varish withouta
triace. Youcan't pullan old cne from the
shelf That's probabily why TheInternet
Archive is sucha gem.

HITREWIND

Burnbiyearsagn — justa year after India
compectedto thelnternet — TheIntermet
ArchiveisanAmericnnon-prufitorga.

pragrammes s hey project, The Way-
back Machine trawls the web, copving
pages, tabuild alibrary ofinternetits=l.

‘The Machinelets youseewhat a page
Lookedlike when it was archived, evend
thesitehuschanged ar been taken down.
Muce than 45 billicn pages have been
saverd sofar. s not nearly encugh. The
internet has more than &) trillion web
pages. And with social media, there's
mare toarchivethanever.

Meanwhile, not everyone's thrilled
aboutrecord keeping Becatsethe Way-
back Marhinecollcts site cahes without
asking, it'sraised questiansabout cupy-
right infringementand privacy. In&i17,
Ingernet Archive wasameng 3,600 sibes
bannedby the lndian government as part
ofthe fightagainst digital piacy. Andin
the coronavirus disease lockdown, pub-
lishers sued the nan-profit for makingits
digitised library available globally.

PIECES OF THEPAST
Symbulses.com, the frst domain name
ever registered on the internet, was
already Wyrarsoldwhenlndialoggedon
in 1998 Itused bobe a computer program.
mingbusiness, Bustitis cunw the Big|
netMuseum.

Bomegoverrments aretiking big st
too.In Sweden, every web page thatends
in se has been saved by the National
Library's Web Archivedivision. The Bris-
ish Library has archivedébillion pages.

Indsa doesn't have suchan archive,
et for edection relabed data. But the
‘Wayback Marhine hasbeen payingatten.
tianto Indis almosterom thestart. There
are more han 4, 000 captures for just the
Hindustan Times site, Forinstanre, some
dating back 02001

gies. Andit'snot the future that India

gnise
\abes thetn I Jeat wh we ksow aned
whese we

That s why Ind spnmeloruslor
harat

These companies useallthesedata
tuselladstous. Thatis how they make
their billivns. The probilem, aswe sw
i the 1S C h 4

i) should be the bechnologies it
chonses fo base its digital infrastruc-
ture on.India needn't build the semi-

Big Tech, i far electronic rather, it

technology

'nm willallowa person oraw\:m built on topof these, both the assem-
ent to serve and  bled

fied criteria. And thi <'s Diata Protec-

power than governments have tiom Hegulation. Yes, it needs to pre.

Chiness companies carry the
greaterrisks of the Communist Party's
ambition of making the rest of the
warld subservient to China as it has

went the export af data
mentally, it must ensure that all
Indian residents’ data remain their
wan, fur use valy with their explicit

sucoeeded in doing

permission. Thi:

done in Hong Kong. That ambition

cally India's privacy
Iaws, to limit any company sability o

sests on reach, Phooe
applicativas such as TikTok and the
suftware on Kinomi, Lenova, Ovn

Tadiadoesn't Bave o lose this batile
to the modern-day East India compa

industries and

Yot both

trulling these companies’ infuence
anidpower. The beasings served todoc-

benefits aFtechnological progress, are
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gy o =P : !

Butnot to carrect them.
‘Then there are widening income
inequality anda

cedia are
being used to fan the flames and to

andother C]
bly not daing misch damige et yeto
bt they have Almost

Eastar West. It has the
talent o build its swn infrastructure

any technology that connects to the

neers, trained to develop IT systems
for the West,

turns it info spyware and worse.

It could be creating world-changing

TheDriver in

Apple, Google, Kiaomi,

T,

Tencent, and Facebook track our
and habits. They know

v
tems and some cool gadgets. Thanks to
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'Tech giants grow Iarger by the, day onthe

“datapwe proyide; blitwe

haye aright to

ask forabetter bargain=-agreater share
of yalle anﬂ.a mm\'mlzation of harm

TECH FOR
GOOD
I SUSHANT KUMAR

Writetousat
businessoftifealivemint.com

built tremendous power and revenue through
collection of data about users. The holy grail of
this business model is to “think the thought
before you do”, or in other words, predict your
behaviour. The best way toachieve thisis o col-
lect and analyse all the data about your demo-
graphic, onlinescarch, purchasehistory, friends,

or costs imposed on third parties that are not
related to the transaction. Some externalitiesare

IsToCKPHOTO

fair value fo
“There is some good news, though. Theresa

can be further explored for its efficacy in aiding
redistribution of economic gains. The progres-
¢ ; omic g2 ‘

beneficial. A person’s daily
anonymized andaggregatedwith the wider pop-
ulation data, will help boost traffic prediction in
Google Maps. Inan example of harm, dataabout
individual members of a can be

harm tousers. Personal data stores such asSolid,
Digi.me, Hub of All Things and Meeco promise

address,vid more,
which accurately defines your digital presence
and identity. Such deep understanding, com-
bined with non-personal data such as weather

to discriminate against an entire
community.

o their data. These efforts are in carly stages of
v

are not

Second, theidea for giving every citizena“data
dividend” canbe explored. Thisidea, proposed by
California governor Gavin Newsom, and again
morerecentlyby Andrew Yang’s Data Dividend
Project ssimilar o universal basicncome.albeit

Third, value of data can be
enhanced by combining it

Greater control i
towardsoptimal oulcum(s
The

Lastly calalvsmg greater societal value crea-

e'veall cometoexpectservi- | and traffic patterns, has helped create viable | with other data sets. At the s fereat- | tion, cancerusingdata,

ces on the internet to be | online businesses. Tech giants in the field of | same time, the liabilities are Some "e'°°" MOWS:A 2 fairdat how- ieties. The Euro-

available for free. For every- i ising, ri ing, gi also likely to increase mani- growing class of ever, cannot be peanUmon andIndia’snon-

thin, all thrive on daf fold. Therefore, the under- tech services only by i They are

to the clinic to messaging |  Does this mean our data is the “raw material” | standing of value will need to ise t usually not in a position to | unlocking value of data for society by enabling
friends, we use free apps. The two companiespro- | and should we get paid forit? Afterall, onaverage, | account forallaspectsofindi- N o esponsi-
viding a vast majority of these services, Google | Facebookmadearevenueof$30 peruserworld- | vidual benefits and harms,  provide ontrol,  nomic gains. In India, first- | ble stewardship of dm thmu;,h medmmm
and Facebook, rank No.+and No.6, respectively, | widein 2019. The answer lies in ietal welf and time internet users arc | suchasc nal
inthelist of world's ‘market capitali- .andinena- nesses. . . o . ata and t illensure
zation. Itiswell known that Google and Facebook | bling tools of greater societal Lastly, of  oulincand vul- | right ing
make money from digital adertising. Data s unique in its conception. It has been | of value. Value creation is harm to users nerable to harm. by people.

Advertisers pay for the user's attention and | compared to oil, gold, coal, poison and carbon | driven by at least five stake- Thereare threeideasunder | opento <hznngheﬂ]lh dataforresearch, without
orcicks. This dioxide. T} pany, ion for political and | expecting

izes user data to make about their | data hich forvalue ig- policy efforts that can nudge | a safe mechanism that prevents misuse.
behaviour with a goal to serve relevant content ion (o or thatit canlead to indivi economyworkerand i i the data economy utcomes | Onbalance, -offsass
andadvertisingat the right time. For example, if | and public harm (carbon dioside, poison). collects and processes data and realizes value | for First, levied | ciated with the data economy. We can all agree
yousearch foran ophthalmologist, you'relikely | There are four of data and its ome | thati righttoask fora better bar-
tosecanad foran eyewear shop in your neigh- | value that uniquely complicate the ask ofaturib- | nities receive economic value of services from | value for the purpose of Noble | gai share of valueand

bourhood for the next fewdays, evenifyoudon't | uting costs and benefits to it First, froman eco- news, email,net- | prize-winning economist Paul Romer has pro- | harms. The road w an equitable data economy

make an appointment to see the doctor. Tnomiclen: i it gets "wl workin rever posed that monetiza- | will in with lhe
“This is a benign representation of the “age of lorcoal. and gig workers make wages. However, it is | tionof i structural flarge tech

s i itali i ofthy d usedanynum' lear that the current design of the i

by Harvard University’s Shoshana Zuboff, who | ber of imes by several organizations. data economy leads to ion of profits. user data. i ip nidyar Networ

describes how large internet companies have | Second, datainvol i i upport | posali inimi thistool | India. (Omidyarisan investor in Digime)

Why mom'’s office presentation is the one that has to wait

helping on the periphery, leaving much of the
heavy lifing to the women, even ifboth partners

oojaMalhotrah from home
P for the past five years. A senior writer at

APCER Life Sciences, a global provider of
safety and technology services, Malhotra used to
clock in six hours of focused work daily, till the
nationwidelockdown happened in March. Mount-
ing household chores, absence of house help and
looking after the needs of family members, who,
like her, are bound to the house because of the
virus, now take upmuch of her timeand energy. °I
havealways hada dedicated office spaceat home,

household chores as well, but Maitrayee Chaud-
huri, sociology professor at Delhi's Jawaharlal
Nehru University, says, socialization is still very
gendered. “Eveniffamilies encourage young boys
tohelpin housework, it may be subject toridicule
among peers, neighbours or even the extended
family.”

There isa glorification of a woman’s “natural”
ability to multi-task. Some cope admirably while

but over the past months getting space has
becomeastruggle.”
For women particularly,

kd()wn has clu]r

sureon themselves. Shaheen Bhatnagar,acommu-
nications consultant at a senior care platform,
in the past, despite

neverop

of space, mental inmany

cases, inadequate family support.

LET'STALK ABOUTSHARING
Traditionally, women in India have always d(me

hercompan, “Athome, my

multi-tasking mind takes over and I feel I should

put the cooker on while checking my mail, which
ofti

asproductiveasin theoffice.”

more unpaid work—an average of six

ﬂo e of

show
dayb,
areportby the Organization for Economic Co-op-
erationand Development.
Indian men, ho neverconsldered housework

their
work during the lockdown, but are still largely

KaveriNag,
marketing lead at an automobile company, feels
incredibly stretched these days. Though her hus-
band has tried to help around the house, she
believesit's easierif fthe tasks. Con-

IsToCKPHOTO

. B

or max 45 minutes, sometimes only 10 minutes,”

says Malhotra,
S el

laid out for them since day one.”
Forworking from home tobesuccesfu forll
hat prob-

s, mental health irtual
But thesed

practically. Nag says there is no down-time when

well-beil

Among them, gender parity in housework and
childeare, and not just occasional assistance, is
among the most essential ones.

working from home. “There initia- Prof.Cl illneitherbe
iveslike famil h i instant nor through individual eff
but I i desk.” | alone. “There is more sharing, but there is also

Forestalling conclusions that the gender imbal-
i i atthis

nce. Thele has to be broader social con-

ancein
time are the experiences of women for whom the
transition has been casier as husbands and other
family members share the load.
Jocelyn Jose, whoworks withan NGO, enjoys the
focus her home environmentbrings. “I don’thave
children or elderly family members with me.

dia, politics, policies,” she insists.
Womenalsoneed toallow other family members
to participate, even if they make mistakes. And
forwomen tobe
Kind o themselves. As Malhotra haslearnt, Mt
tasking drains you. Its okay not to be able to do
everything perfectly.”

mostofthe cookingsince his typeofwork and in-

stantly exhausted, she feels uilty for not spending

lngwremuc s strenuous than mine.
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The illusion of a revival in the
country’s agricultural sector

Big hopes are being pinned on farming but its performance is not as impressive as made out to be
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Fluctuating fashion gives way to #StayAtHome comjfort
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Price support measures.
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The income tax created
more criminals than
any other single act

of government.
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