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‘WORDLY WISE
/A RICH, ROBUST, WELL-RESOURCED PUBLIC EDUCATION IS
ONE OF THE BEST ROUTES OUT OF POVERTY AND A
PATHWAY TO PROSPERITY. — RANDI WEINGARTEN
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

DIrRTY PICTURE

Bollywood needs to show spine — but a cool head too. Calling fora
gagonmedia, it plays into hands of those who want to browbeat it

NEW STORY is playing in the Hindi film industry. In many ways, and as it

S|

Dilution of efficiency-based principles has implications

for all borrowers, not just the chronically unhealthy

AMARTYA LAHIRI

FINANCIAL MARKETS ARE a key artery of
modern economies. Banks along with bond
and equity markets oversee the matching
of savers with borrowers. Without the
matchmaking services of financial markets,

itmir thelargersocial and
But this time, the drama is mostly off-screen. And the central tension that
isdriving the plothasa harder, A
thathaswona

ner-should-take-all. Spaces political and non-politcal will be encroached, evenifthis

notonce but twice, has armed itself

win-

ould be restricted to invest-
ing out of retained earnings alone. The
tasks performed by these markets are non-
trivial. They have to satisfy the return ap-
petites of savers by looking for projects
with the highest returns while simultane-

andlaws, and usin;  that

there’s only one game — and one new sheriff — in town. But Bollywood has always been
aspecial place. It not that the Hindi film industry has not played politics,or hasn'tever
een played. Yet,

=

ly
risk exposure. As can be imagined, these
two goals are often contradictory which
makes the regulatory oversight of these
marketsa ofacoun-

who took the politcal plunge, i spite of the Censor Board and Income Tax

politics in Bollywood,
unlike in the country’s south, have been flickering — and much has been left to the imag-
ination. Now, as the Sushant Singh Rajput case becomesa turning point, and the spectre
ofapi , that preci nupelmt:u

isvisible, and
dged, more

itisalsoclear that
thoughtful script. In its push back, 38 leading cinema associations and production houses
have sought a“perpetual and permanent” courtinjunction against two TV channels seen as
proxies orthe uling establishment fom making “irresponsibl, derogztory and defamz-
tory remarks”. Whil jia's “parallel and privatei "is
understandable,by seeking gag orde, Bollywood i standing up by sceking to intimidate.
Theattemptto
sponse, one that does not speak the language of the aggressor,or ends up shrinking free
speech. Foralli nepotism, the Hindi filmi per-
forms unique and important functions in India’s democracy — it acts as a mirror, and as a
sensor and warning system of new needs and aspirations; pmmo[es adiversity of talents
and perspectives; for

reative re-

uccess-

try's financial infrastructure.

Two recently published books reveal the
sustained hollowing out of the financial ar-
chitecture in India over the past five
decades, a process that continues unabated.
In*Quest for Restoring Financial Stability in
India”, the former deputy governor of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Viral Acharya,
dwells atlength on the fiscal dominance ex-
ercised by the central government over the
central bank and its regulatory functions.
In a very related spirit, Urjit Patel, former
governor of the RBI, paints a sharp but dark
picture of the fiscalisation of the entire
banking infrastructure in his book
“Overdraft: Saving the Indian Saver”.

A major theme of Acharya’s book i the
rampant subjugation of the financial and
monetary infrastructure to the fiscal inter-
ests of the government. There are many ex-

fulwormen, Musli

amples of suchfiscal e

insecurity,

therefore, it
 tolerance. Inshort, a

preserves, not ises, i al values of
butalsoacool head.

‘The BJP-led political establishment needs to recognise the dangers and costs of its
will-to-control in a large and diverse country. It must know that any attempt to dis-
solve the lines between popular culture and propaganda, any imposition of the strait-
jackets of nationalism and puritanism on the creative arts, will leave it with feeble pick-
ings. It will emasculate that which it seeks to conquer.

100 PER CENT FAILURE

The marking system is dead, long live marks. Delhi University’s
cut-off crisis speaks of a broken education system

HAT CAN BE said about an education system in which a prestigious
Delhi University college sets 100 per cent marks as a cut-off for en-
trytoundergraduate courses? Thatitis broken, perhaps rreparably.
That it rewards a laughable idea of perfection, rather than intelli-

gence and inquiry. That an outdated system of evaluating a student’s “merit” and “abil-

ity” has, ina frenzied race to the bottom, run outof relevance and value. The Indian edu-
cation system has longsetitself up for sucha fall.
Itis an open secret that y il in nudging children to-

‘wardsinquiry,curiosityorlearning. The

‘many

onduct of monetary pol-
icy. Since bank assets are marked to market,
cuts in interest rates induce treasury gains
forbanks that effectively recapitalises them.
Consequently, rate cuts are preferred by gov-
ernments needing to inject capital into pub-
lic sector banks (PSBs) with NPA overhangs.
For similar reasons, liquidity injections,
whichraise bond prices, are preferred toli

uidity absorptions. Indeed, fiscal compul-
sions can induce liquidity policies that un-
dercutthe rate setting by the MPCas the two
arms often work towards opposing goals.
‘This contradiction is further complicated by

the fact that the RBI

‘ment agency for the government with one

of its key tasks being to sell
bondsat the highest possible price.
Acharya refers to this fiscal dominance as
atheory of everythinginIndia, including the
regulatory framework. Pressures furregula—
tory in IPAs often

manage-  plesforbank allbor-
rowers, not just the chronically unhealthy.
C premia

to cover the riskiness due to unhealthy bor-
rowers. The worsening risk pool of borrow-
ers is partly to blame for the fact that long
term borrowing rates have remained stub-
utsby the

arise from the government wanm\g toavoid
havingto recapitalise PSBs. The same incen-
tive potentially also accounts for stock ex-
changesin India having a 30-day disclosure
norm for registered borrowers who default
on their bank loans. The standard in devel-
oped capital markets is immediate disclo-

bomnl
MPCover the past 18 months.

There are three obvious problems with
the existing architecture. The firstis the state
ownershipof banks. The second s the chron-
ically high fiscal deficit run by the consoli-
dated public sector. The third is the wide-
spread perception that market regulators

The

sure. But that would overnightrat-
ing downgrade of the concerned borrower
thereby triggering additional capital provi-
sioning need for the lending bank. He pro-
vides more such examples, including the
raiding of central bank capital

Patel’s brings out the con-

Dealing with this will
require, at a minimum, three
reforms. First, there has to be
awholchearted attempt at
privatisation of PSBs.
Second, the RBI needs to be
relieved of its public debt
management role. Third, the
RBI has to be empowered to
act independently of the
government. It is untenable
for government-owned
banks to be regulated by an
agency that s itself reporting
to the government. While
legislating regulator
independence would be the
long run fix, a good start
would be to stop the practice
of appointing favoured
bureaucrats as heads of
regulatory institutions.

flict: erent i the bank:

that control about three-fourth of total bank-
ingassetsinIndia. The primary problem with
PSBsis that governments have used them as

workunderc ¢
interactions of these three factors have ren-
dered hollow the existing financial infra-
structure of the economy.

Dealing with this will require, at a min-
imum, three reforms. First, there has to be
awholehearted attempt at privatisation of
PSBs. Second, the RBI needs to be relieved
ofits public debt management role. Third,
the RBI has to be empowered to act inde-
pendently of the government. It is unten-

tools for macroeconomic PSBs
are regularly used for resource mobilisation
tofinance fiscal deficits. We also have the far-
cical situation wherein the government of-
ten announces credit policies rather than
having the banks allocate credit based on
risk-return management criteria. Indeed,
PSBs are the favoured instrument for meet-
ing employment targets, supporting farm-
ers through loan write-offs, etc.

able for gover -owned banks to be
regulated by an agency thatis tself report-
ing to the government.

‘While legislating regulator independ-
encewould be the long run fix, a good start
would be to'stop the practice of appointing
favoured bureaucrats as heads of regulatory
institutions. The career progressof these in-
dividualsis typically based on their ability
toimplement political instructions. Hence,

This kind of their very destroys percep-
nessof financial i iati in-  tions of nd i e of
duces extreme levels of moral hazardinthe  the regulator.

behaviour of both debtors and creditors. PSBS
arenot

There is a complacency in policy circles
ing the political and economic

Since they expect regulatory forbearance and
recapitalisation in the event of rising NPAS
on their books. In contrast to the “construc-
tive ambiguity” that sometimes surrounds
prospective bailouts of banks in developed
economies, Patel calls expected bailouts in
India“destructive unambiguity.” Allsides of
the market expect bailouts and are seldom
unpleasantly surprised.

“The dilution of efficiency-based princi-

prospects of India. Hence, one expects lit-
tle action on financial sector reforms over
the near term. It bears repeating, though,
that the growth of firms, which is a key
driver of productivity and growth, requires
well-functioning financial markets. India
hasalot of work to do.

The writer s Royal Bank Research Professor
of Economics, University of British Columbia

AN ARFA OF DARKNESS

Hathras highlights how Project Hindu Rashtra has intensified caste oppression

D Raja

but, atleast, ithad use for higher
ing theircapactyfor  degree. As school boards have out-competed eachoherinaninsane

THE GRUESOME rape and murder of a
young Dalitwomanin Hathas as caused

" overthe years, however, i mean- rage.

ingless. An analysis of CBSE Class XII example, thata95 per centaggre-  denied to herby anoppressive socal order

gatein2017 was 21 ti asitwasin2004. long i when she was alive, the caste Hindu soci-

marks. But the cut-offcrisis in DU racks i ifice. ith €ty denied herherrightful due after death.

theelite collegeitselfisasignofamas diameducation Around e UP Police, refusing to heed the pleas of
reclite college tselfisasignot s PP aneducation. Arou her family, burnt the corpse at midnight.
lakh for 70,000 seatsin DU etting stu-

dentsupfor fllureand anxiety Beyond thse shinyfcons of “excellence” scatterd n Deli
and s, lies the vast, un-lit higher:
‘government, which doles out a half-baked learning experience to the majority of Indians.
For those hobbled by inequalities of caste, gender and class, such bad colleges push them
furtherintoa cyle of deprivation. The National Education Policy has suggested a common
foruni issi way out ofthis cisis. Such willalso
call g to have Ihp and i nanin-
dividuallevel —and not just reduce a student to her marksheet.
The government must find ways to push school boards o nject a dose o sanity tots
But,evenso,onlya rinclusivity of

DEco

Dutch Council of Culture acknowledges the violent history of art
acquisitions. It's a welcome forthrightness

USEUM

NTHE 18305, agroup of Dutch islandon
of Borneo, Th awarm welc s Sultan,
dam, who took hi: i of il
main. But there was something else that dazzled the scientists — the Sultan's gem-
stones.} "The matter
Inthe 1850s,it bootywasan

uncut diamond, the Banjarmasin Diamond. The 70-carat gemstone was shipped to the
enton partof the collection at
he Dutch Council of

“thou-
in Diamond.
Artefaasacquned

sandsof piecesof art
ps >

according totags given by Europeans. Smpped ofthirculturalconexts,hey challenge the

capacity ofthe colonised to be authorsof their own h
ofthe
sculptures, which, lefttothe mighthavebeenc
limestone. ribes the sculptures —and other artefactsi in-
i —a theworld",
theinterconnected nature of human cultures”.
Itissuch DutchCouncilof “Injustice

was done to the local populations of former colonial temlones when DbJELTS were taken

The shock and grief caused by this
macabre caste crime is beyond measure, yet
itis by no means a surprise. It can be attrib-
uted to the sinister caste hierarchy based on
‘graded socialinequality and Brahmanical pa-
triarchy that viciously disciplines and pun-
ishes the Dalitbody, especially thatof the Dalit
woman. Such caste and patriarchal domi-

nexus between the casteist police machin-
eryand the governmentof UP has been laid
bare forall o see. Th medical care,

policeand revenue services, the government
was already, from the point of view of the
untouchables, not. {induone.”

destruction of evidence and the worst of all,
dismissing the dying declaration of the vic-
tim — she named four upper caste men for
having raped her — are indicative of the in-
tentions of the state machinery.
According to the NCRB data, in the past
few years, crimes against Dalits are on the
rise while the conviction rate has substan-
tially fallen. The official statistics further in-
dicate that UP is leading in crimes against
Dalits, especially Dalit women. With Yogi
Adityanathas the chief minister, the govern-
‘ment machinery has unabashedly colluded

nance and the resultant when

istideas, sub-

scribed toby both the Narendra Modiand Yogi
Adityanath regimes, become more hideous
and perverse. The insensitivity displayed by
the police and UP's BJP regime towards the
dead Dalit gitl, even trampling upon the dig-
nity due to adead person, speaks of the ap-
palling state of governance in our country.
‘Therefore, this crime in Hathras must be seen
from the perspectivesof caste, patriarchy and
ist arepush-

The nexus between the
casteist police machinery
and the government of UP
has been laid bare for all to
see. The delayed medical
care, destruction of evidence
and the worst of all,

ingoursociety and nationinto multiple crises
and denting India’s image at the global level.

Yogi Adityanath continues to defend the
violentidea of the Hindu Rashtra, which is
deepening the existing caste stratification,
fuelling atrocities and making Dalits, par-
ticularly Dalitwomen, vulnerable tolynch-
ing,abuse, sexual violence and murder. The

issing the dying
declaration of the victim —
she named four upper caste
men for having raped her —
are indicative of the
intentions of the state
machinery.

iththe inter-
ests. In the Unnao rape case and the
Chinmayanand case, the BJP government
shielded the perpetrators.

The manner in which the upper castes
were allowed to organise a meeting in de-
fence of the accused clearly revealed the bias
of the UP administration. The threat issued
by the district magistrate to the victim's fam-
ily to change their statement testifies to the
horrifying subscript of favouring those who
have been held for allegedly committing the
crime against the Dalit girl.

Project Hindu Rashtra has intensified
caste oppression. BR Ambedkar had proph-
esied that the idea of Hindu Rashtra would
resultin calamity. In 1946, Ambedkar, refer-
ring to the bias of British police towards the
high castes, wrote: “Owing to the prepon-
derance of caste Hindus in the subordinate

That governance in several states is
shaped by the Hindutva ideology seven
decades after Independence, does not au-
gur well for our Republic. The Hindutva
regime is constantly cooking up conspir-
acy theories to delegitimise dissent. All
voices and forms of dissent and challenges
to the authoritarian agenda of the current
regime are being targeted with UAPA and
sedition charges. The constitutional right
tofreedom of speech and expression s be-
ing denied tocitizens.

When the anti-CAA agitation intensified
in UP, Chief Minister Adityanath famously
stated that he would take revenge against
the protesters. Now heis using the same lan-
guage against those who are agitating for
justice to the Hathras victim. The govern-
mentis threatening to invoke sedition laws
against the people protesting against the
ghastly tragedy through lawful methods.
This mode of action recalls previous in-
stances of abuse of law by the UP adminis-
tration, which booked protesters, particu-
larly Muslims, agitating against the CAA
under the National Security Act.

‘The annihilation of caste has never been
amore urgent cause.

The writeris General Secretary, CPL. He
visited Hathras and met the victim’s family
aspart of ajoint delegation of CPland CPI(M)
‘members on October 6.

againsttheirwill” ied lastweek. T

riolence in

OCTOBER 14,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

HOPE IN ASSAM TALKS

THE ASSAM ISSUE was discussed in various
dimensions when the Union Home Minister
Giani Zail Singh met anumber of delegations
from the state,and, later in the evening, had
aone discussion with members of the All
Assam Students Union and the Gana
Sangram Parishad. The talks have resulted in
abroad agreement on a policy framework to
settle the foreign nationals’ issue. While the
GanaSangram Parishad leader Nivaran Bora
told newsmen, “we seem to have reached a
take-off stage”, Singh said there would be an-
other meeting tomorrow, “and that itself is
a hopeful sign”. AASU leader Prashanta

Mahantawas guarded and said much would
depend on tomorrow’s meeting.

NUCLEAR POWER

UNIT 11 OF the Rajasthan Atomic Power
Station (RAPS) at Kota will start producing
about 200 MW power within four months. The
project, setupatthe cost of Rs92.36 crore, was
delayed by three years for want of heavy wa-
ter supply which was to come from Canada,
which went back on its when

ARRESTS IN DELHI
DELHIPOLICE COMMISSIONER PS Bhinder or-
dered the detention of 14 listed criminals —
thefirstunder the National Security Ordinance.
He said that the detentions had been ordered
to maintain law and order during the festival
events of Dussehra and Id-ul-Zuha.

NOBEL FOR ARTIST
ADOLFO PEREZ ESQUIVEL ofArgenuna a
sculptor, architect and human

India exploded her first nuclear device. TP
Pardiwalla, chief project engineer, said RAPS
had opened opportunities for many Indian

was awarded the 1980 Nobel Peace Prize.

The citation said Esquivel has been hon-

oured for promoting human rights through
folent means.

the nuclear power field.

New Delhi
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Companies hit by stricter local restrictions rather than shutdown will need

more help, as will lower paid workers,

and there will have to be assistance for

the self-employed left without income through no fault of their own.”

—THE GUARDIAN

India’s Inward (Re)Turn

Our growth model has been export-led and should not be abandoned. Export opportunities in general
and in specific sectors could be significant even in a post-COVID world

SHOUMITRO

ward turn — actually return — amounts to
abandoning two core principles of the post-
1991 consensus: Export-orientation on the
‘macro-economic side, and slow but steady
liberalisation on the trade side. Is the inward
turn strong? Is the underlying diagnosis-
cum-prognosis correct? Wil it work? Based
onnew research, our simple answers are, re-
spectively: Yes; no; and not really.

Let’s start with some key facts. The in-
ward turn is most evident in trade policies
aimed at promoting domestic manufactur-
ing. Leavingaside the spate of China-related
restrictions, tariffs have been increased sub-
stantially, trade agreements have been put
onhold, and a spate of production subsidies
are being offered.

Between 1991 and 2014, average tariffs
declined from 125 per cent to 13 per cent.
However, since 2014, there have been tariff
increasesin 3,200 out of 5,300 product cate-
gories, affecting about $300 billion or 70 per
Cent of total imports. The average tariff in-
creased from 13 per centin 2014 to nearly 18
per cent. The largest increases occurred in
2018 when tariffs for nearly 2,500 produc[

o

FIGURE 1. AVERAGE TARIFFS
AND NUMBER OF TARIFF
INCREASES, 2014—2020

8

Bl 0
Lo | A
73]

AvgMFN duty (%)
=

How t
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NEP 2020 work

Policy, regulatory and institutional

mechanisms, partici

pation of stakeholders,

willbe needed

mittees. The Committee, located within the
Ministry of Education, will be chaired by the
education minister and the member-secre-
tary will e the education secretary. Itshould
have ex-officio members of all major regu-
latory bodies to remove the hurdles faced
by HEls in the implementation of NEP

o P £P

about India’s future exports. This overlooks
Key facts. Export pessimism is based on ex-
pectations of deglobalisation abroad and
weak performance at home. But India can
gain market share even in a deglobalising
world. Consider the numbers. India’s manu-
facturing exports account for 1.7 per cent of
theworld's which s less than Vietnam’s. Even
ifIndia’s exports grow three-to four times as
fastas the world exports, it would gain only a
few percentage points of the global market
share after 10years. China's secular ceding of
low-skill export space provides further op-
por[umly Thisisone of the virtues of past un-
Th

categories were increased, to
nearly 4 percentage points. Tariff increases
‘have been greatest inlow-skill manufactured
imports and cell-phone assembly, amount-
ing to 10-15 percentage points.

The inward turn is based on three mis-
conceptions of diagnosis and prognosis. First,
the perception s that India’s growth success
since 1991 has not really been based on ex-
portsand certainly noton manufacturingex-
ports. This is wrong, India has been a model
of spectacular export success and an exem-
plar of export-led growth.

Between 1995 and 2018, India’s overall

commodatmgtu Indiaand less intimidating
for the worl

is possibility is not just hypothetical. It
is exactly what India did after the global fi-
nancial crisis. In the 2010s, world exports
were stagnant and yet India’s exports grew
by about 3 per cent. This was true in both
manufacturing and services.

‘The lamentation about deterioration in
export performance in the 2010s (especially
Post-2014)is ironic given that it was partly
self-inflicted. It was caused by a domestic
ant-export policy, including a sharp ex-

exportgrowth (indollars) d 134 per
centannually, the third best performance in
the world amongst the top 50 exporter:
Most strikingly, India’s manufacturing ex-
ports (in dollars) — for long considered
India’s Achilles Heel — grew on average by a
whopping 12.1 per cent, the third-best per-
formance in the world, and nearly twice the
world average (Figure 2). Only China and
Vietnam surpassed India.

These exports made a substantial contri-
bution to the overall GDP growth. In each of
the three decades since the 1990s, exports
contributed about one-third of overall
growth. As a result, India’s export-GDP ratio
s currently 20 per cent, more than twice as
high as in the early 1990, despite the post-
global financial crisis (GFC) slowdown. Thus,
anexport slowdown today is likely to have a
‘more consequential impact on the overall
economy. Every 5 per cent of the export
growth foregone will shave off 1 per cent in
overall GDP growth,

iation of 20 per cent, rep-
utanonal damage that undermined phar-
‘maceutical exports, and a social policy —on
livestock — that affected agricultural ex-
ports. Not only did India’s exports hold up
as global trade collapsed, they could have
held up even more had domestic policies not
been so inimical.

The real prize that India should aim for is
the large unexploited opportunity of un-
skilled labour exports — around $140 billion
whichwe discuss in our second column. The
other under-recognised opportunity
services. The post-global financial crisis era
witnessed de-globalisation of world trade in
goods but globalisation continued apace in
services. World exports of goods peaked just
prior to the GFCat about 25 per cent, decli
ing to about 21 per cent in 2019, However,
world exports of services which reached 6.5
per centin the GFC, took a hit, but have since
steadily risen to about 7 per cent.

COVID could even create an upside po-

productionactivities that require close phys-
ical contact will fare worse. The flip side is
thatactivities that can be done at a distance
—and tradable services are exactly that —
could benefit enormously. If so, they could
play to India’s comparative advantage in
service exports.

Atmanirbharta’s third driver is the strong
beliefthat India’s marketis bigenough tostis—
tain growth going forward and make up for
the loss of opportunities overseas. Size se-
duces. At $2.9 trillion, and as the fifth largest
intheworld, India’s GDP seems alluringly big.
But if the domestic market is to sustain
growth, we need to lookat the size of the mar-
ket (say the “middle class”) with some
amountof purchasing power over manufac-
turing goods and services.

Based on some assumptions, our rough
estimate is that this middle class market size
is between 15 and 40 per cent of GDP. This is
smaller than commonly believed and sub-
stantially smaller than any potential world
‘market that Indian firms and producers can
and should compete for. The reason is twofold.

The lamentation about
deterioration in export
performance in the 2010s
(especially post-2014) is
ironic given that it was partly
self-inflicted. It was caused
by a domestic anti-export
policy, including a sharp
exchange rate appreciation of
20 per cent, reputational
damage that undermined
pharmaceutical exports, and
a social policy — on livestock
— that affected agricultural
exports. Not only did India’s
exports hold up as global
trade collapsed, they could
have held up even more had
domestic policies not

recaom or speecn 1s bemg maule

POOr peop

chasing power and a few people with a lot of
purchasing power who, however, save a lot.
Bothof these reduce the market for consump-
tion. The delusion of size is making policy-
‘makers set their sights on the domestic mar-
ket when it should be on the world market.

Normally, it is failure that is an intellec-
tual orphan. In contrast, India’s inward turn
seems to be a case of making an orphan of
spectacularsuccess. India’s growth model has
been an export-led one and should not be
abandoned. Moreover, India’s export oppor-
tunities in general and in specific sectors
could be significant even in a post-COVID

12 ree, :
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T 10 “No.of tariincreased (S 6-digit prod. categories) THENATIONALEDUCATION Policy 2020 has  mechanism tomonitor theimplementation

& avision to transform the Indian education  of NEP in states and UTs, and will also serve

5 Y\ landscape. It rehes ona s:gmﬁcan( commit-  asaforum todiscussand addressimplemen-

g s ment for p fromall tation issues, and navigate through the di-
< takeholders, incuding the Prime MniSterverse perspecties of tate governmers.
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1 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 o policy implementation gaps o repeat-  (IoE)articulated by the Prime Minister con-

Country Renk edlydemonstrated thatavoiding policy fail-  tains the vision to develop world-class uni-

T e uresisabout havingrobustmeans,methods  versities in India. In the budget speech of

CRSasikuma and hanism: 2016, Arun aitley

BobHudson. David h ” i v

identified four sothat *10 public and 10 pri-

policy failure — overly optimistic expecta-
tions, implementation in dispersed gover-

vate institutions” would emerge “as world-
classteaching and researchinstitutions”. This

nance,

led to the of loEs. Today, the

ing and vagaries of the political cycle. This
could be the story of most policy failures.
‘The authors suggest there is a need to de-
velopa robust policy support

vision of I0E needis to be integrated with the
NEPimplementation plan, and IoEs need to
be empowered with morefreedom, flexibil-
ity es. Thiswil, indue

ifweare to be serious about i
any policy. They write: ... The four threatsto
successful policy implementation... are so
Widespread, that simply hoping that nor-
mal procedures and channels will be suffi-
cient to resolve them is no longer realisic.
At a minimum, a better understanding is
neededof the processes through which pol-
icy moves and how, at each of these po

course, help to have a robust
presence in the global university rankings.
Five, the National Higher Education
Philanthropy Council, chaired by the
Education Ministerwith private sector par-
ticipation, needs to be constituted. Nearly
70 per cent of Indian HEls are private, and
more than 70 per cent of Indian students

policy can best be supported. Four sequen-
tial points can be identified: Preparation;
tracking; support; and review.

Twould like to propose a five-point im-

studyin We must

reality to raise financial resources that are
riical for the establishment of more pri-
vate HEIs. However, this will require new
and innovative institutional mechanisms,

p NEP.

one. ! "
avision to build intellectual and social capi-
tal for developing collective consciousness
ronmplemennng(he NEP.The nextstepwill

other
poratesector tocontributein the form ofin-
dividual and corporate philanthropy. The
Philanthropy Council could help promotea

be to match it with thy ofan ion of the tax
for tructure

tion. NEP ree n ind:

requires dlfferenl types of interventions. It — Higher Educauon Infraslruclure
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anhy" Fails So Often —and
How It Can Do Better, Peter Schuck, identi-
fies six elements for successful policy imple-
mentation —incentives, instruments, infor-
mation, adaptability, credibility and

r successful
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Two, there is a need to establish a
National NEP Implementation Standing
Committee with select vice-chancellors/di-
rectors of universities/institutes. This

theformoflegal,policy,

mation repositories; develop adaptability
across HEIs, regulatory bodies and govern-
mentagencies; develop credibility through
transparent actions and participation of all
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Vital distinction between free speech and sedition is being lost sight of by establishment

MADAN B LOKUR

A GRADUAL EROSION of one of our most
precious fundamental rights — the right to
freedom of speech and expression — is ad-
versely impacting the liberty of all those
who dare to speak up. Our freedom of
speech is being mauled, through twisting
and turning the law if not abusing it alto-
gether. In my opinion, one of the worst
forms of curtailment of the freedom of
speech is charging a person with sedition.

In 1962, a Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court ... drew a correlation be-
tween sedition and violence, sedition and
inciting violence, and sedition and ten-
dency to incite violence — not just simple
violence but violence of such a degree as to
bring it within the purview of public dis-
order. So, when you have rival gangs con-
fronting each other and one of them shouts
“maro”,alaw-and-order situation of rioting
and attempt to murder arises, not of sedi-
tion. However, depending on the occasion
and context, when a speaker raises a slo-
gan at a public gathering of supporters by
shouting “goli maro”, a charge could pos-
sibly be laid of tending to incite violence or
incitement to violence and raising a public
order issue rather thanalaw-and-order is-
sue. The distinction is quite clear.

When there is a call to protest for a
cause without any incitement to violence,
it would not be sedition under any circum-
stances. For example, when a call was
‘made for large numbers to assemble on the
lawns of India Gate to protest against the

rape and murder of Nirbhaya, or when
India Against Corruption peacefully
protested on the Ram Lila grounds, the or-
ganisers could not be held liable for sedi-
tion. This is extremely important for di
tinguishing between free speech and
sedition, but unfortunately the distinction
is being lost sight of by the establishment.
Inrecent years, new methods of silen
ing speech have been introduced: Attribute
something to a speaker that he or she never
said. A doctor delivered an address to stu-
dents of the Aligarh Muslim University
sometime in December 2019 criticil
Citizenship Amendment Act
and the National Register of
Citizens. Over one month
later, he was arrested for
making a provocative speech.
About 10 days later, he was
granted bail but was not re-
leased. Immediately thereafter, he
in preventive detention under the National
Security Act. The doctor challenged his pre-
ventive detention in the Allahabad High
Courtand by ajudgment and order passed
on September 1, the preventive detention
order was quashed. The HC concluded that
the detenu was alleged to have said things
which he did not. For example, while he
spoke of national integrity, he was accused
of promoting hatred; while he deprecated
violence, he was accused of promoting vi-
olence. Another recent case on the same
subject of attribution is that of a student

activist, accused among things, of attempl
to murder and making an

have weaponised sedition as ameans ofsi-

speech and inciting violence. The Delh
High Court granted her bail after three
months and noted that the prosecution had
“failed to produce any material that she in
her speech instigated women of particular
community.

These cases lead to a frightening infer-
ence thatif acitizen says something thatis
not even distasteful, he or she can be ar-
rested on the basis of a fairy tale. If that per-
son does not say anything at all but is a

the flesh of the establishment, she
can still be arrested and de-
tained on some trumped up
charges.

If you are old enough,
please compare it to the pe-
riod between 1975 and 1977
when persons were jailed for
threatening the internal security
‘of the country, without any evidence in this
regard. We are gradually witnessing a
somewhat similar situation... the only dif-
ference being that during the Emergency,
the alleged threat was to our internal secu-
rity and today the alleged threat is to the

sovereignty and integrity of the country.

The National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) started keeping a record of sedition
cases in 2014 and every year has seen a
spike in sedition cases. Figures for 2019 re-
cently released by the NCRB reveal a 30 per
centincrease. Almost every state seems to

lencing critic: peaceful at-
mosphere, a teenager in Bengaluru raised
aparticular slogan three times and this re-
sulted in her arrest on charges of sedition.
She spent four months in jail before she
was granted bail. Again in Karnataka, as
many as 85 schoolchildren were interro-
gated by the police concerning a play in
which a child recites what the authorities
found to be an objectionable dialogue. The
mother of the child and the teacher who
oversaw the play were charged with sedi-
tion and arrested.

While it is important for each of us to
exercise our fundamental rights within
reasonable limits laid down by law, there
is agreater obligation on the establishment
to ensure that the laws are not misused or
abused in such a manner that citizens are
deprived of fundamental rights that impact
their liberty. Itis time for the establishment
to realise that the people of this country
meanwell, and in any democracy, there are
bound to be different points of view. These
must be respected — otherwise the fabric
of our society might disintegrate, and fra-
ternity, one of the key words in the pream-
ble to our Constitution, might just become
another dead idea.

Edited excerpts from the BG Verghese
Memorial Lecture delivered on October 12
) former Supreme Court Justice Madan
Lokur, organised by The Media

in a time-bound mannet. It will have spe-
cific powers and functions, including the-
matic sub-committees and regional com-

of

The writer s Founding Vice Chancellor of
O.PJindal Global University, Sonipat

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LET US MINGLE

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Disturbed
Areas Act Amendment in Gujarat gets
Presidential assent’ (IE, October 13 ).
While the Bharatiya Janata Party gov-
ernment takes credit for a riot free
decade under its rule, it tightens re-
strictions in “disturbed areas”, thereby
curtailing the right to purchase prop-
erty. While the idea to prevent distress
sellingis noble, the new provision that
transactions by way of gift, exchange
and lease require the collector’s ap-
proval is an interference in citizens'
rights. Unless people of different sec-
tions are allowed to mingle freely, the
bonds between them won't deepen
and divisive forces would continue to
create rifts.

Manoj Oza, Gandhinagar

KING OF cLAY

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Game,
set, match' (IE, October 13). We don't
call Rafael Nadal clay court king for
nothing, Thirteen French Open titles,
the 100 win at Roland Garros is testi-
mony to his love with his second
home, Paris. Not droppinga single set
throughout the tournament and beat-
ing Novak Djokovic whois in supreme
form during 2020 speaks volume
about the kind of tennis played by
him. The win will inevitably lead to
talks about the Roger Federer, Rafael
Nadalrivalry. Butit's best we enjoy the
tennis played by both the players on
the court.

Bal Govind, Noida
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®BARBER SHOP AND THE
VIRUS: KRISHNENDU SINHA

www.indianexpress.com

CHINA, GOOD AND BAD

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Quad and
the global churn’, (IE, October 13).
China's position as a trade and eco-
nomic powerhouse is not a threat to
the global economy per se. The posi-
tive spillover of the Chinese growth
story on the global economy needs to
be acknowledged. China’s commit-
ment to multilateralism and its push
for the cause of the developing world
in global trade and financial institu-
tionsis also in tune with India’s vision
for a multipolar world order. China's
geopolitical ambitions, however, need
to be checked, and its outright defi-
ance of global institutions must be
called out. The lessons learnt from the
decades of Western dominance must
now be applied to China.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

New Delhi
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Babu Jagjivan Ram in his 34-year-long career (1946-1979) in the Indian Cabinet, never
once talked about his caste, or that he was a Dalit. His reasoning was that to become
Prime Minister, he would have to have the support of all castes. The Dalits across India
would not exceed 15 per cent. How far would that carry me, he would ask in private

TV in the dock

he fact that leading film producers of Mumbai
I have chosen to petition the Delhi High Court
against the ugly characterisations of their
industry by two television channels ought to serve
as a wake-up call to the News Broadcasting Stan-
dards Authority, the self-regulatory mechanism cre-
ated by television channels to curb offensive con-
tent. The Code of Ethics and Broadcasting Stan-
dards put together by NBSA enjoins channels to be
impartial and objective, to avoid defamation and
libel, to ensure neutrality, to strive to ensure allega-
tions are not reported as facts or that charges are
not conveyed as acts of guilt. While covering crime
and violence, television channels are prohibited
from reconstructions of crime scenes that are in
poor taste and are specifically advised that “visuals
or details of suicide or self-harm of any kind”
should not cross boundaries of decency. Two facts
are apparent. First, most viewers should immedi-
ately be able to assess how far and to what extent
television news channels have adhered to their own
Code, and whether they have in fact transgressed it
insofar as adhering to neutrality, or reporting alle-
gations as facts are concerned, or indeed whether
they have crossed boundaries of good taste and
decency. The second and more worrying aspect
from NBSA's is that the film
hzve chosen not to place their faith in television’s
but acourt

of law

The NBSA is headed by a well-regarded former
judge of the Supreme Court and has four eminent
renred bureaucrats as members It also has four

ives of tel NBSA, in
terms of its powers of authority, may on its volition
investigate violations of the Code, but seldom does
s0, preferring to wait for complaints to be made
before taking them up for adjudication. Clearly, not
too many complaints come up for NBSAs adjudica-
tion, for information available in the public domain
would suggest that the body has not decided a sin-
gle complaint since 24 January 2020, nearly nine
months ago. On that day, the NBSA decided five
matters, including four complaints preferred by the
Government, and let off with a warning a channel
that had shown a photograph of a rape victim on
the ground that it only did so once, while dismiss-
ing the other four. While the decisions may be mer-
ited by the facts placed before the NBSA, the

ion that the i industry is indulgi

in a self-serving rather than a self-regulatory exer-
cise is difficult to escape.

Whether words such as “filth”, “scum” and
“druggies” are apt characterisations of the film
industry, or whether it is indeed “cocaine and LSD-
drenched” is now for the Court to decide. The bur-
den of proof while seeking prior restraint on news
dissemination is heavy, and the plaintiffs will have
to contend with this in pressing their action. But,
equally, to suggest that a defence of the right to
excess forms part of a battle for the truth may prove
a stretch. If the NBSA chooses not to regulate, per-
haps a court will.

Death for rape

here is no doubt that

Kamala Harris, the De-

mocratic Vice-Presidenti-

al nominee and Joe
Biden's mate, is campaigning
with energy and extraordinary
enthusiasm. Her emphasis on the
USA being divided between
blacks and whites, apart from
causing a flutter in the roost, is
not correct. The country can be
more accurately described as
multi-coloured, comprising yel-
lows, Indian browns, Hispanics
of bright brownish hue and what
not. When Biden invited her to be

long career (1946-1979) in the
Indian Cabinet, never once
talked about his caste, or that he
was a Dalit. His reasoning was
that to become Prime Minister,
he would have to have the sup-
port of all and various castes. The
Dalits across India would not
exceed 15 per cent. How far
would that carry me, he would
ask in private. Unfortunately, he
did not become Prime Minister,
but certainly retired from politics
as Deputy Prime Minister of
Indiain 1979.

Anybody who has a sensitive

his running mate, she
declared herself to be a black.
Lately, Harris has been talking of
dosa and filter coffee, reflective
of her association also with
Chennai.

In Indian election cam-
paigns, the contestants do not
introduce themselves. The rea-
soning is that they are supposed
to be leaders and therefore well
known. They do not carry their
visiting cards, as only unknown
persons have to do that. Whether
this practice applies to the USA
or not I do not know, but I feel
that the same reasoning is likely
to apply in that country. Ms. Har-
ris’ familiarity with American his-
tory is impressive, but it might
have been better if she did not
raise from the platform the issue
of “one country 2 systems”. That
must be so, but for a candidate it
may not be desirable. Emphasiz-
ing the fact carries the peril of a
likely polarisation of the elec-
torate along the lines of black
versus white.

For a white candidate, the
remark could pass, but for a black
lady to declare her deep sympa-
thy for blacks would mark her as

aclear of identity. The

East Asia are, amid the coronavir

restrictions, seeing a sharp increase in mcldems
of rape. Nepal’s government has been battling
charges of letting rapists get away with impunity.
Horrific instances of rape are being reported almost
every day from India, and Pakistan was rocked by
the rape of a woman near Lahore recently. But it is
the Bangladesh government of Sheikh Hasina that
has reacted substantively to outrage over a series of
gape rapes and sexual assaults. Rocked by nearly
1,000 incidents of rape between January and Sep-
tember, a fifth of them gang rapes, the country’s
Cabinet this week approved the death penalty for
rapists. But the extreme penalty may not prove a
deterrent as a majority of those charged with rape
manage to slip through the cracks of a lethargic
judicial system which sees a very low rate of con-
viction. This problem is not peculiar to Bangladesh,
for similar lacunae allow rapists to get away in both
India and Nepal. Enhancing the punishment alone
will not address the problem, as India has learnt.
For even though laws were made far more strin-
gent in the wake of the Nirbhaya rape case, and the
rapists were hanged seven years after they had
committed the crime, it did not prove a deterrent,
with cases being reported almost daily from differ-
ent parts of the country, including Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar.

The latest outrage in Bangladesh followed the
circulation of a video from Naokhali, which showed
a group of men stripping and repeatedly attacking a
woman for almost a half hour. An investigation by
the country’s National Human Rights Commission
revealed that the woman had been raped and ter-
rorised with weapons for the past year by one of
the men in the video. This case led to the outpour-
ing of protests on the streets of Dhaka, forcing the
government to issue an ordinance mandating the
death penalty.

But as activists say, the culture of impunity is
well engrained in society and they cite a United
Nations report of 2013 which had found that 88 per
cent of rural respondents and 95 per cent of urban
respondents in Bangladesh said they faced no legal
consequences after committing rape. The problem
is compounded by victims who do not report the
crime, fearing stigmatisation. Activists say rapists
manage to obtain protection and even patronage
from political figures who then use them to further
their activities. While Sheikh Hasina's government
may have the direction of the di:
for now with the announcement of the death penal-
ty, it will, like governments in India, Pakistan and
Nepal, have to radically transform the system of
criminal justice if it truly wants to deter rapists.
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It is not a coincidence that most nations in South
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opposition could retaliate by
alleging that Kamala Harris has
come out to represent the blacks
of America. Biden could look
after white interests. The others
should fend for themselves. Car-
rying the logic further, a Republi-
can Party vote or supporter could
raise the question: what happens
if Mr Biden happens to resign
midway? Who would be Presi-
dent for 85 per cent of America?
Mind you, these comments are
based on Indian experience. To
give an outstanding example,
Babu Jagjivan Ram in his 34-year-
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woul p
with the suffering the blacks have
undergone for centuries. How
they were captured from their
homes and dragged out and sold
to white traders
who regularly visit-
ed West Africa. They
were then packed
into ships in abnor-
mally large num-
bers as if they were
goods and not liv-
ing beings. There
were no toilets for
them in these ships
because they occu-
pied the holds and
not the cabins. The
result usually was
abominable, apart
from being terribly
unhygienic. Before
they reached the
coasts of the New World, up to 30
per cent of the black passengers
would have died; the dead bodies
were flung into the ocean. There
was no ques[ion of a coffin or any
ceremony.
Fortunately, William Wl]hEl'-
force, an active member
Britain’s House of Lommons,
spent most of his political career
trying to abolish this barbaric
trade in slaves. More fortunately,
William Pitt the Younger was his
friend. Pitt remained Prime Min-
ister for 22 years and supported
Wilberforce in his tryst with the
abolition of the slave trade. Once
England stopped trading in
slaves, other countries too slowed
down and stopped. Once the
slaves were sold, the barbaric
treatment suffered during the
ship voyages no doubt stopped
but the tale of long oppression
began.

A glimpse of the oppression

PRAFULL
GORADIA

The writer is an author,
thinker and former Mer
of Pariament.

of slavery, is in many ways, elo-
quently depicted in the famous
novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Har-
riet Beecher Stowe. However well
some masters and their families
treated their slaves, they could
not appreciate how miserable
human life is as a slave, which is
devoid of aspiration. Another
facet of slavery from the work
point of view is interesting. The
Yankees or north Americans who
ran industries came to the con-
clusion that the productivity of
an average slave is less than that
of a paid worker. In other words,
itwas better to employ and pay a
wage than forcibly extract work
out of a slave. This was one of the
reasons why the Yankees sup-
ported abolition and even the
Civil War. The Con-
federate southern-
ers were obsessed
with large labour
forces to run their
plantations, wheth-
erof cotton or other
produce. No doubt,
in the America of
those early deca-
des, so much man-
power, other than
the slaves, was not
available.

For Ms Harris,
it may be useful to
praise President
Barack Hussein
Obama. To push
the black point of view, of course,
to talk about Floyd George and
other murders would be music to
the ears of black people. But such
examples are likely to give
offence to many white voters, He
or she would feel that the candi-
date is trying to tease their con-
science.

This is the same logic that
influenced Babu Jagjivan Ram. In
any case, it has been said by the
wise that a victim is not his own
best advocate. The other factor
which Ms. Harris would be
unaware of is that a brown per-
son, whether Indian or any other,
can be as prejudiced against
blacks as some whites are. If she
were to live in India for a little
while, she would discover this
herself.

An interesting question
would be what might have been
the calculation that motivated
Joe Biden to select Kamala Harris

mber
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as his running mate. The wom-
en's vote is probably the largest
segment in an American election.
But then why has there been only
one Presidential candidate so far?
Hillary Clinton was expected to
do well, but Donald Trump came
from behind and overtook her at
the last moment. Governor Sarah
Palin of Alaska, although articu-
late and active could not help
Senator John McCain perform
better; McCain eventually lost to
Obama. For the success of the
Biden team, a disproportionate
responsibility rests on Kamala
Harris’ shoulders. For one, he is
old; for another, he has not shone
with success in any presidential
contest.

The fact that women have
not been able to do better in
American politics ought a subject
of questioning and research by
the Harris electoral team. The so-
called South Asian subcontinent
where India is, has done far bet-
ter in this context. Indira Gandhi
was Prime Minister; so was
Benazir Bhutto Prime Minister of
Pakistan. Bangladesh has pro-
duced two women prime minis-
ters, Sheikh Hasina Wajid and
Begum Khaleda Zia and Sri Lanka
threw up Sirimavo Bandarnaike
and later her daughter Chandrika
Kumartunga.

Could this be attributed to
the fact that the Indian or Hindu
civilization is almost unique in

Covid-19 & environmental
challenges ~ two sides of
acoin

he number of Covid-19 cases

I continues to increase rapidly in
Indonesia, while some Southeast
Asian neighbors are beginning to live
normally and moving closer to win-
ning the battle against the pandemic.
Almost every day, Indonesia continues
to peak off the chart in the region,
which comes as no surprise at all. Tak-
ing a step back, when the pandemic
began to take the world by storm,
some countries were adept at tackling
the pandemic, while Indonesia res-
ponded slowly and even looked reluc-
tant to announce the current state. As
a consequence, Covid-19 transmission
escalated, while lax health protocols
saw many adopt a terserah (whatev-
er) attitude, as they felt frustrated by
the government’s inconsistent policies.
Looking at the prolonged health

crisis, we cannot dismiss the striking
similarity as to how the government
responds to environmental problems.
Indonesia’s long-standing environ-
mental problems, such as climate
change, air and water pollution and
deforestation, have been placed on the
back burner, putting us in a state of
terserah. These environmental prob-
lems are no less important than Covid-
19 and require an immediate
response, as they may increase the risk
of a future pandemic. With great aspi-
ration, this pandemic could steer
Indonesia into a green recovery, and
that merits a discussion on how to
address the existing environmental
challenges after learning from our
Covid-19 experiences. The agonising
experience of dealing with Covid-19
thus far should be a call to be extra

mindful that there are environmental
concerns that are equally worth our
attention. However, a major drawback
is that the government seems confi-
dent that everything is under control.

Indonesian Health Minister Ter-
awan Agus Purwanto assured the pub-
lic late in January that Indonesia was
more than ready to handle the out-
break and he even repeatedly stated
that there was no danger, as the coro-
navirus was just like a common cold.
Seven months later, by the end of Sep-
tember 2020, Indonesia had recorded
the highest case number and death
toll in Southeast Asia. This exactly
reflects the existing environmental

female
deities? Eastern India is dominat-
ed by goddesses, beginning with
Durga, Kali, Lakshmi, Saraswati
and many others. This is not a
new phenomenon; in Vedic
times, women were virtual equals
of men, educationally and social-
ly. All this, so much so, that
even Islam in this region has
n influenced by this Hindu
tradition. Not merely Pakistan
and Bangladesh, but even
Indonesia and possibly Burma
have been similarly influenced.
bukamopum Megawati has been
nesia’s President while Aung
San Suu Kvx is the State Counsel-
lor (a position equivalent to
Prime Minister) of Myanmar
(Burma). Has religion been the
inspiration in Asia? Otherwise,
why should an advanced coun-
try like the United States of
America been so much behind in
this context of gender justice?

we face today.

Indonesia’s neglect and its over-
confidence and that environmental
problems are under control are com-
pletely misplaced and should stop.
Ironically, unlike Covid-19, Indonesia’s
environmental problems are not
unprecedented. We have the annual
Jakarta floods that no governor has
ever coped with. Another interesting
case that is similarly alarming is the
seasonal haze. For more than two
decades, the smog greets everyone
every year on a not-so-happy morn-
ing, as many continue to set alight
forests and farmland because it is the
cheapest way of clearing land for plan-
tation. Each of these environmental
problems records new worst cases
almost every year, which has left
Indonesians, again, with a terserah
mentality. Covid-19 has plunged
the world into a recession. The
Indonesian government therefore pri-
oritises the economic recovery over
the pandemic.

mythical personalny It's the

Bose’s idea of nationalism e

SIR, I take strong exception
to what Jaydev Jana said in
his article ‘Fact vs Falsehood
(10 October), to the effect
that “Bose was not averse to
the idea of violence for inde-
pendence. He was deep
believer in aggressive nation-
alism”.

Netaji is what Swamiji
could have been had he
actively engaged himself in
India’s freedom movement.
1t's as if Vivekananda mani-
fested himself politically in
Subhas. Vivekananda's quin-
tessence of teachings, atma-
no mokshartham jagaddhi-
tayaa cha, shaped Subhas’s
idea of nationalism which
calls for boundless love for
the suffering humanity and
a reckless concern for the
downtrodden, something
Tagore had conceptualized
in Home and World.

Subhas himself admit-
ted how Swamiji’s teachings
transformed him, “There fol-
lowed a revolution within
and everything turned up-
side down”. Vivekananda's
idea of nationalism of which
Subhas was the practicing
propagator is very much rel-
evant in today’s India when

the skewed concept of
nationalism is sweeping the
country.

truth, love and compassion
is akin to jingoism. Subhas,
though invoking shakti (po-
wer) as desired by Swamiji to
win the independence of
India, never took recourse to
violence, impetuosity or vol-
ubility like Sandeep, the
tamasik in Tagore's Home
and World.

fered with Gandhiji’s policy
of compromise with the
British on the question of
India’s freedom. Unfortu-
nately, the Gandhians mis
took Subhas's idea of nation-
alism as opposed to Gandhi-
ji's theory of non-violence.

Subhas replaced Caesar’s
mart of meanness and
mutual distrust with God's
gifts of love and compassion
in realizing India’s indepen-
dence. Toeing Swamiji’s line,
Subhas felt what Tagore said
about Swaraj,
a matter of mere self-: sufﬁ-
ciency in the of
cloth. Its real place is within
us - the mind with its diverse

Nationalism devoid of

n this point he dif-

As desired by Swamiji,

.Swaraj is not

power goes on building

swaraj for itself...”

Universal Man).
Mr Jana tried to play

down the wit]

swaraj”

( Towards

ing manoeuvre of
myth-prone minds preclud-
ing one reaching a proper
perspective on persons like
Gandhi.

How could swaraj, the
end, be sacrificed for dogged
adherence to the ideals of
non-violence and satyagra-
ha, the means? Subhas treat-
ed non-violence and satya-
graha as only a means to an
end ‘to be adjusted and
altered, as exigency and
expediency demand, unlike
Gandhi who “adhered to that
highest standard of non-vio-
lence, even if the pursuit
means sacrificing and giving
up the political goal of
(KF Nariman, Non-
violent murder).

The political goal of
swaraj should not have lost
its direction in the means-
ends conundrum. It was as if
the top leadership of Con-
gress was at war with Sub-
has, rather than with the
British, simply because of
the ideological differences of
Gandhi with Subhas. Subhas
was hounded till he resigned
from the post of Congress
presidentship, on the pretext

question’.
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Gandhi to obfuscate the
truth, to elevate Gandhi to a

of
Yours, etc, Sudipta Ghosh,
Jangipur, 11 October.

HALFHEARTED

SIR, Jaydev Jana’s observation (Facts and Falschood,
10 October) on Gandhi’s role in connection with exe-
cution of Bhagat Singh and his two comrades that
“Gandhi tried his best to save their lives” needs to be
commented upon. Gandhi did make some effort in
this regard but that was half-hearted. A quote from
Subhas Chandra Bose's ‘The Indian Struggle 1920-
1942, eleventh impression, page 126 would throw
light. “I was reminded of a similar incident during
the armistice between the Sinn Fein Party and the
British government, when the strong attitude adopt-
ed by the former, had secured the release of an Irish
political prisoner sentenced to the gallows. But the
Mahatma who did not want to identify himself with
the revolutionary prisoners, would not go so far and it
naturally made a great difference when the Viceroy
realised that the Mahatma would not break on that

Gandhi’s ‘Satyagraha’ did not always mean
adherence to truth. When Subhas Chandra became
the Congress President for the second time, defying
Gandhi’s diktat, Gandhi did not mind diluting the
meaning of Satyagraha. This election made it clear
that Subhas’s popularity in the country was more
than that of Gandhi, a matter of worry for a leader
who was till then the supreme commander of Con-
gress. Gandhi wanted to teach a lesson to Subhas and
succeeded in doing so, in a not so clean manner. The
President could not function without the support of
the Working Committee, majority of whom were
Gandhi loyalists. The venerable Bapu instructed
members of the committee not to cooperate with the
President, a democratically elected one. The result
was as expected: Subhas could not function and
resigned in disgust.

Yours, etc., Sanjit Ghatak, Narendrapur, 10 October.
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rspect e
ave academic journals crossed

the line of bipartisanship?

ATANU BISWAS

ess than four weeks prior to the

all-important US presidential

clection, an unprecedented and

Iblistering editorial entitled
“Dyingina Leadership Vacuum” in the
208-year-old The New England Journal
of Medicine - one of the most presti-
gious peer-reviewed medical journals
which is published by the Massachu-
setts Medical Society — is set to rede-
fine the relationship between acade-
mics and politics. The editorial, signed
by 34 editors including the editor-in-
chiefEric]. Rubin, who are US citizens
(oneeditoris not)—whichitselfisarare
phenomenon, pointed out that the
response of American leaders who
have undercut trust in science has
been consistently inadequate in com-
bating the pandemic. What's more, in
addition to condemning the Trump
administration’s handling of the Covid-
19 pandemic, the editorial called for vot-
ing them out of office.

The editors have commented:
“although it is impossible to project
the precise number of additional
American lives lost because of weak
and inappropriate government poli-
cies, it is at least in the tens of thou-
sands in a pandemic that has already
killed more Americans than any con-
flict since World War I1.” And add: “We
should not abet them and enable the
deaths of thousands more Americans
by allowing them to keep their jobs.”

The scientists, while pointing
out that this pandemic and its severe
economic and health crisis has pro-
duced a test of leadership, have com-
plained that American leaders have
failed that test, and they have taken a
crisis and turned it into a tragedy.
“But this election gives us the power
to render judgment,” the editorial
says. And it asks for a better leader-
ship. It is to be noted that Dr.
Thomas H. Lee, a professor of medi-
cine at Harvard Medical School and a
member of the journal’s editorial
board, did not i in writing

endorse anybody (i.e. Joe Biden), an
editorial in a recent e of the 175-
year-old prestigious magazine Scien-
tific American endorsed Democratic
nominee Biden over President
Trump. This marked the publication’s
first endorsement of a presidential
candidate in its long history. The
magazine’s editors explained that
they felt compelled to break with tra-
dition because they believed Trump
had badly damaged the US and its
people by dismissing evidence and

cm

nal of Medicine or Scientific Ameri-
can or The Lancet.

There may be arguments favour-
ing and opposing such direct politi-
cal views being
expressed in acade-
mic journals. On
the one hand, some
may argue that it's
the duty of a
responsible med-
ical or scientific
]ournal to poml out

science and by mi the coro-
navirus pandemic. Pxo;ccuons fmm
the University of ool

sons for the scvcrllv and

of Medicine asserted that if almos(
everyone in the US wore masks in
public, it could have saved about
66,000 lives by the beginning of
December. But Trump and his vice
president Mike Pence flouted local
mask rules themselves.

All these were possibly started in
May when an unsigned editorial in
the British medical journal The
Lancet, one of the world’s leading
medical pcrlodlcals since its found-
ing in ply criticised the
Trump admi islrauons mconsmem
and incoherent national response” to
the Covid-19 crisis, and opined:
“Americans must put a president in
the White House come January 2021,
who will understand that public
health should not be guided by parti-
san politics.” Subsequently other
medical journals followed the same
line.

These editorials, however, insti-
gate us to rethink the scope of acade-
mic freedom. Academic freedom is
widely defined as the right of the
scholar to think, write, and speak
whatever he or she wants to think,
write, and speak. Of course, there are
numerous instances of attempts to
curb this freedom by the political
entities of different countries. How-
ever, there are not many examples
where academics directly stepped in

ind

or voting on the editorial.

The scathing editorial essentially
calls on American voters to throw the
president out of office. The New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine is at least
the third widely respected medical or
science journal to call for a change in
US leadership in the November elec-
tion. Can or should they go this far?
While the New England Journal of
Medicine article did not explicitly

an politics within the
academic setup as in this case. Will
more and more scientific journals
now be wading into politics? That
might be a huge diversion from the
academic tradition, in general, I'm
afraid. Forget about a scientific jour-
nal, even an academic journal on pol-
itics or political science cannot do
that, I suppose. In fact, personally I
felt quite uncomfortable with such
editorials in The New England Jour-

which, they believe, have caused
“tens of thousands” of additional
lives. Then, shouldn’t an acade-
mic journal and its editorial
stop after pointing out the
mistakes and mishan-
dling of the Trump
administration?

Wasn't a call for
change in regime

(or  directly
endorsing the
opposition candi-

date for a presi-
dential election)

much too political?

Isn't that too much for
amedical journal?

Are these scientists
playing the role of self-
appointed guardians of
society, which is
beyond the scope of
academia? Are they
actually misusing their
scope to write an edi-
torial in a reputed and
widely-circulated academic
journal? Certainly, these editorial
members and scientists are also peo-
ple of our society, they're responsible
citizens, and they've full right to
express their political views — which
‘may very well be blended with their
scientific knowledge and expertise.
Personally, I would have no problem
if the editors wrote similar articles in
The New York Times or in The Wash-
ington Post, for example. However,
they chose to write these in editorials
of respected medical journals
instead.

Overall, I firmly believe that they
have overstepped their limits. How-
ever, the broader issue is much
beyond my personal discomfort.
According to a recent article in
Forbes, “many prominent scientists

@’hrStatesman
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

Sir Reginald Craddock’s pointed inquiry
addressed to the Khalifate agitators
regarding the agency they propose to
employ to undo the Turkish peace treaty
is a pertinent one. Are British troops to be
employed to attack the King of the Hedjaz
and compel him to return the Holy Cities
to Turkey, to re-impose on the Armenians
and the liberated Greeks of the Smyrna
area and on the Jews and Christians of
Palestine the hated Turkish tyranny and, if
necessary, to fight the French, Italians and
other European nations which assisted to
frame the settlement just reached? It is
hardly possible that Mr. Gandhi and Mr.
Shaukat Ali believe that such a pro-
gramme is feasible. They can hardly sup-
pose that India’s exchequer will support
the strain, to say nothing of the task such
a programme would impose on her army.
They must, however, have considered an
alternative before they commenced their
raging tearing propaganda. What is that
alternative? While India waits to hear, it
would be worth her while to consider the
answer to Sir Reginald's other inquiry,
vhat have the Turks ever done
interest? The attitude assumed
by the Ottoman Turk before the war
towards the Indian Mussalman was
unmistakable and the members of the
Indian Red Crescent detachment who vis-
ited Constantinople in 1912 know what
that attitude was. The more the Khalifate
agitation is studied the less possible it
seems that it should lead to any practical
result

NEWS ITEMS

DAMAGES FOR
NON-SUPPLY OF
MEALS

An it for for the non-

have recently pointed out the
upcoming election is no longer about
‘partisanship’” Will academics be
entangled with politics much more
directly and more frequently from
now on? That is certainly not the mil-
lennia-old style of functioning of aca-
demics. Socrates or Galileo, for exam-
ple, had to fight relentlessly for estab-
lishing ‘truth’, but they never mixed
their struggle with a fight against the
political regime of the day. Academics
usually thrive for knowledge, but sel-
dom fight with the political power on
this scale.

One must of course appreciate
the democratic yardstick in the Unit-
ed States which allows a few scien-
tists to pen down such impactful edi-

Does Nepal need a popular revolt?

ACHYUT WAGLE

people from the lower economic
strata, and to stop corrupt practices

Y Veests that any desired trans-

formation can onlybe achieved
through three inevitable steps,
namely unfreeze, change and refreeze.
The task of unfreezing the adherence
to the status quo in a few hundred rul-
ingelites, across ideologies, is proving
tobe the mostarduous task of all. There-
fore, the chances of transforming
Nepal's political system and public
delivery mechanism through incre-
mental reform appear increasingly
slimmer. Lamentations don’t help;
what is needed is a structured call for
quality in governance and change.
While the delivery of good governance
from the state has historically remained
pathetic, theindifference among mass-
esisas responsiblein constraining the
growth and prosperity of the country.
This has never allowed the country’s
growth to hit an optimal level.

On Sunday, Dr Govinda KC
ended his latest fast-unto-death
protest, or satyagraha, after an agree-
ment signed with the government to
address his demands, mainly, related
to reform in the country's medical
education system. But had Nepal
been an accountable democracy, he
need not have struggled for years for
simple demands like making med-
ical education more accessible geo-
graphically and accessible to the

T= CROSSWORD

urrounding the affiliation of med-
ical colleges by the universities,
among others. Unfortunately, not
only has the Nepali state failed to do
50 on its own, but successive govern-
ments failed to even honour the
agreements they had reached with
Dr KC, accompanying each of his
previous satyagrahas. The fate of the
recent agreement also may not be
any different.

The Covid-19 infection rate
among the tested crossed the 25 per
cent mark and the total number of
proven infections broke the psycho-
logical ceiling of 100,000 last week.
But the federal government, instead
of assuaging and facilitating the peo-
ple to overcome fear and contain the
infection, is effectively indulging in
fear-mongering on the one hand and
terribly failing to implement con-
tainment and cure protocols on the
other. ‘The government can do noth-
ing to contain the virus', Prime Min-
ister KP Oli reportedly told his minis-
ters last Thursday. Initially, he had
dismissed the impending scale of
threats projected by the scientists
and public health experts. Govern-
ment officials are also terrorising the
public with confusing information.

For example, the spokesperson
in the Ministry of Health, while high-
lighting the achievements of the five-

month-long lockdown claimed that
the country increased intensive care
unit (ICU) beds from 900 in March
102,600 by the end of September and
provisioned ventilators from 80 to
900. But just after two days, when
patients in the ICU reached 321 and
the occupied number of ventilators
was 77, the same spokesperson
declared that the ICU beds and ven-
tilators were no longer available to
patients in hospitals of ‘convenient’
locations, whereas, almost 70 per
cent of ICU beds and 80 per cent of
ventilators are within the Kathman-
du Valley where about 60 per cent of
the infected population is concen-
trated. The central government has
miserably failed to enforce the social
distancing and health safety rules,
including in the public transports. It
has also failed to take along the
provincial and local governments so
as to enable them to meaningfully
contribute to the containment mea-
sures.

Every country in the world is
now keenly committed to salvaging
their respective economies affected
by the Covid-19 pandemic. But Nepal
for the past one and a half months is
without a standalone finance minis-
ter, since Yubaraj
resigned. When he was

the post, was that he would function
as the de facto finance minister. But
now, amidst all this, Khatiwada has
now been appointed as Nepal’s
ambassador to the United States.
Such an ad-hoc approach of the gov-
ernment in managing the economy
at the time of this unprecedented
national crisis only shows its lack of
ability to identify and tackle impor-
tant national priorities.

The media is inundated with
barbaric stories of rape in every cor-
ner of the country. This certainly has
several socio-economic dimensions
that need to be addressed to control
this menace. But the government has
completely turned a blind eye
towards widespread political patron-
age of criminals and the ever-
increasing sense of impunity perpe-
trators seem to feel. In the meantime,
victims have very limited access to
justice, cultivating Nepal’s image as a
“horrible rapist nation’. These issues
have failed to be part of the pressing
political agenda.

Despite all the problems the
government has been unable to
counter, the organised public anger
that should have been pressurising
the government is virtually non-exis-

appointed as an advisor to the prime
minister, general perception, despite
his miserable performance while in

Khatiwada tent. The course correction of non-
i i performing or g gov-
ernments would be with-

iStock

torials in leading scientific journals.
But, are these just a few exceptional
events, or is lhls a paradlgm slufl in
the style of

supply of meals was decided by the Fifth
Judge of the Calcutta Small Cause Court yes-
terday, in which Mr. Dan Frizoni, through
his vakil, Mr. Chippendale, sought to recov-
er from Miss Thomas. Mr. L. MacGuire
defended. The plaintiff's case was that Miss
Thomas was supplying outside meals to
daugh

that might have emerged as a bye-
product in this era of post-truth?
The editors of The New England
Journal of Medicine wrote: “truth is
neither liberal nor conservative.” [
agree. In addition, I believe that a sci-
entific journal’s quest should be
towards scientific truth only, advising
citizens in casting ballots is nothing
but officiousness on their behalf.
Knowing the line of control is very
important - for scientists and for
society.
e wiriter is Professor of Statistics, Indian
Shatstcar nsttote Kokata

tion. But this possibility looks very
distant in Nepal. To borrow the term
from Karl Marx himself, the rise of
the lumpen proletariat class in Nepal
has only facilitated the extractive
political class to dedicate

himselfand h at Rs 85 per month
for both, and that he lso paid Re 5 owards
her servant for carrying their food to them.
Without due notice, he said, the defendant
suddenly stopped his food, in consequence
of which he was compelled to get his food
elsewhere. Mr. MacGuire for the defendant
said that the plaintiff had broken his con-
tract by demanding meals out of hours, and
that he refused to keep his own servant,
which he originally agreed to do.

JOSEPH
CHAMBERLAIN

There was an interesting incident in the
Commons on the occasion of the Prime

humbly asked to direct the erection at the
House’s expense of a monument within the
precincts of the Palace at Westminster to the
memory of Mr. Joseph Chamberain, with
an inscription expressing the House's hlgh
sense of hi h

in fulfilling petty vested interests
without interference and fear of ret-
ribution.

In his classic book, Democracy
in America (1835), French political
scientist Alexis de Tocqueville said,
‘In order that men remain cwlhsed
or become so, the art of

and the Empire. Mr. Lioyd George, in the
course of a long and glowing tribute, said
there were few men in the history of Britain
who had retained the passionate attach-
ment of so many millions of their country-
men over such a long period. Mr. Cham-
berlain’s vision of the importance of
the Empire

must be developed and perfected
among them in the same ratio as
equality of conditions increases’. He
also contended that for citizens with-
out ‘the taste to unite in political
goals, their independence would run
great risks’ The Nepali conscience
yet seems to be acquainted with this
particular ‘taste’, thus, exacerbating
the inequality between the ruler and
the ruled.

Nevertheless, it is beyond ques-
tion that Nepal would be able to
unshackle herself from the suffocat-
ing status quo without weeding out
the current set of self-indulgent and
extractive political class without a
bold and ethical democratic revolu-
tion. A contingent question, then, is:
How proximate is yet another popu-
lar revolt in Nepal that can effectively
reset the existing socio-political
order? The Covid-19 pandemic can
perhaps be the best eye-opener for
the citi: in-slumber.

out citizens' recourse to public pres-
sure, protest, revolt and even revolu-
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7 Thisis in every way sacred for
audience (6)

8 , say, cycling before and
behind (8)

10 Maybe ecology sees Crosophile
landscape catching cold (7)

over hotel (7)
in Paris for anybody who's
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26 Brings up return of routine work,
ends in more stress (8)

27 Acereal crop, except on
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1 Stadium music featuring ELO post-
break-up, making comeback (8)

in

Edward holds that place is linked
with a painter (8)
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9 Crimes of these receivers? (6)
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Character's new, not initially fully
developed (6)

17 Afury flies up with consort high
above the ground (8)

A soldier in the pampas? That's
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3 Folk hero regularly seen to spit
apple with head shot (6)
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it's more relaxed (6)

22 Bread - a way to get Japanese
sort to rise (5)

A film for everyone in the round is

awonderful thing (5)

London)

had already been justified by the most
searching test applicable to any proposal.

SPORT IN
RANGOON

What appears to have brought about a cli-
max in public betting on football games
occurred with the closing of a shop in 37th
Street, run under the name of G. Ross, Turf
Accountant. It appears that the accountant
from time to time took money on BAA.
Football games, besides money on races
run at Rangoon and Kambe, when ten to
one was laid against Friends Union Club
winning the contest. They played with the
Royal Scots. On that evening a good deal of
money came on the Friends Union, and the
accountant stood to lose about Rs 16,000.
The game resulted in a win for the Friends
Union by four goals to one. Successful bet-
tors on turning up this morning were con-
fronted with a notice purporting to have
come from the police to the effect that all
betting on football was to be stopped.

LADY DOCTOR AT
AMRITSAR

The Bombay Municipal Corporation devot-
ed part of the afternoon in discussing Mrs.
sdon’s appointment as medical officer of
aMunicipal maternity home. Mr. Clayton,

made a lengthy statement explais
circumstances under which M
appointment was made. He considered her
to be the most suitable of three candidates
he had selected from among twelve appli-
cants. Referring to allegations of callous-
ness at Amritsar made against her the
Commissioner was convinced that she had
been maligned. In a letter she had written
to him she most emphatically denied the
accusations made against her before the
ess Committee, and it was only when
she read the discussion in the newspapers
that she first knew that such an accusation
had appeared against her in the Congress
Committee’s report.

epaper . thestatesman.com

cm
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The new
culture wars

Bollywood has emerged as the new site of
political contestation

hirty-four of Bollywood’s top production
companies, many helmed by the biggest
stars, and four industry bodies, on Monday,
filed a lawsuit in the Delhi High Court against
“media trials”. They have also sought directions
against two news channels, seen as close to the
ruling disp for their “irr
defamatory and derogatory” remarks against
Bollywood and its personalities. Select media
coverage, in the wake of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’s suicide, portrayed the industry as a den of
crime, drugs, and nepotism.

The case is significant for two distinct reasons.
One, it will throw open the question of free speech
and its limits. While it is tempting to frame the issue
only in terms of free expression —and media
platforms must be allowed to publish and broadcast
all forms of investigative stories and diverse views —
the fact is that this right to free speech comes with a
degree of responsibility as constitutionally
stipulated. To accuse people of murder, without any
evidence, cannot be constructed as free speech.
Some media outlets have also, often, provided a
platform for hate speech. While the State cannot be
trusted to regulate the media — for it will become a
way to exercise control — self-regulation has failed
too. The case must trigger a conversation on the
need for a statutory-but-independent regulatory
mechanism for television news.

India is also in the midst of a larger culture war.
The political Right, which believes it is through
culture that society and eventually politics is shaped,
appears to view Bollywood as representative of the
ancient regime, with its focus on pluralism and the
presence of liberals as well as Muslim figures. The
fact that the industry has a range of underlying
issues — from a history of shady financing to
nepotism — allows the Right to stoke public distrust.
The effort appears to be to delegitimise existing
Bollywood power structures and create a parallel,
more pliant, “nationalist” mdust[y which will shape

ical and cultural cc as desired by
dominant political actors. This newspaper does not
endorse any illegal activity that may be taking place
in the film industry. But the fact is that Bollywood
has been an internal unifying thread for citizens, a
secular space, an important economic hub
generating employment and revenue, and a huge
asset for India’s soft power. It may need reform, but
to paint the industry as evil is both wrong and
dangerous. Bollywood unifying to defend itself is
positive.

In Pakistan, a new
battle takes shape

The Opposition has
challenged Imran Khan
and the army. Khan is
weak; the army is not

‘he Pakistan army and the
country’s principal oppo-
sition parties are on a col-
lision course. Despme lhe
army’s warning not t
dragitinto pnlmcs these

parties have publicly complained
aboutits political role. The Pakistani
political class has traditionally
accepted the army’s political role asa
given and politicians have wanted to
secure its support to promote their
individual interests. Now, these Oppo-
sition parties are asking the generals
not to interfere in the country’s poli-
tics.

‘The real target of the People’s Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM), which is
scheduled to hold its first rally on
October 16, is not Prime Minister (PM)
Imran Khan, though his resignation
and fresh elections have been sought,
but the men in khaki. This also seems
to borne out by former PM and the

Pakistan Muslim League(N), PML(N),
leader Nawaz Sharif's blistering
attack on the army in his address toa
multi-party meeting called by the Pak-
istan Peuples Party (PPP) on Septem-
ber 20.

Sharif said that Pakistan was con-
trolled by a “state above the state”
which did not let any elected Paki-
stani PM function properly or com-

plete his term. He criticised the
‘manipulation of the 2018 national
assembly election to foist a “selected”
PM — Khan — on the country. The
‘nmeeting, which decided to launch the
PDM, also expressed great concern at
the “establishment” (a euphemism for
the army) increasing ts “role” in the
country’s domestic affairs and, by
doing so, lhrealemng the country’s

ces Intelligence s the finest service in
the world, has fired the brahmastra

inst Nawaz Sharif; he has accused
the former PM of playing India’s
‘game in maligning the army. There is
no more potent charge that can be
levelled in Pakistan than colluding
with the permanent enemy, India
Nawaz Sharif is in London since last
November. He was then in jail but

stability and PPP chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari also
called for a “non-political establish-
ment

The Pakistan army isa professional
fighting force and, at the same time,
despiteits denials, a political
institution. It is the final
decision-maker of the coun-
try's security and foreign
policies but has always, lso,
reserved the right to inter-

Vivek

for his med-
fealconditon ws sidtobecritical.
part, the army is letting Khan
take the ead in battiing PDM but is
expectedly refuting charges of inter-
ference in governance. While address-
ing the cadets of the Pakistan
Military Academy on Octo-
ber 10, army chief Qamar
Javed Bajwa said: “Tcount ita
great honour that we stand
before the nation as a trusted

‘The army will close ranks to protect its role in the polity. The India factor

0 remind the peopl
especially at this time
enemy. The army has ensured that
this view of India becomes deeply
entrenched among the Pakistani peo-
ple.Now, even the few Pakistanis who
stood for the normalisation of India-
Pakistan ties have turned against
India because they feel that this coun-
try has changed course after the 2019
elections.

Will the PDM succeed in consoli-

vene in any other area of and accountable institution”.
governance during civilan  atjy  He also emphasised "Our
rulein the country. actionsare guided by consti-

Both the army and Khan tution and ional inter-
are taking PDM seriously. estof Pakistan”.

This is borne out by Khan alleging
that opposition leaders have joined
hands to save themselves from cor-
ruption charges. He has quickened
the pace of investigations against
PML{N) and PPP caders Naway Sha
1if's brother, Shahbaz Sharif, the
former chief minister of Punjab, has
been jailed and former president Asif
Ali Zardari has been charged for cor-
ruption.

More significantly, Khan, while
mounting a stout defence of the army
and maintaining that the Inter-Servi-

‘This is not the first time in Paki-
stan’s history that sections of its polit-
ical class are seeking to take on the
army. What is different now is that
they are openly calling for it to be an
apolitical force, as is traditional in
true democracies. This goes against
the grain of the army’s entrenched
belief that it is the only institution that
can uphold lhe country’s national

dating

against the Khan government as well
as creating a sentiment for the army
to confine itself only to its profes-
sional duties?

The government has failed on dif-
ferent fronts since it assumed office.
The economy continues to be in a
mess and the macroeconomic targets
set by IMF remain unmet. Conse-
quently, the Fund is demanding an
end to tax loopholes, increase in elec-

interest, that
and the polmcal class is venal and

tricity utonomy for
regulators. These are poliically

a

strain too. Its Kashmir policy has not
yielded results and the strains with
‘the Arab peninsular states, especially
Saudi Arabia, are enormous; Turkey
cannot replace the Saudi connection.
There is thus material to fan discon-
tent against the Khan government.

The same will be difficult to do
against the army, despite its support
for Khan. Even if there is some dis-
content because of Bajwa’s extension,
the army will close ranks to protectits
role in the polity.

The India factor will be used to
remind the people that itis needed to
protect them, especially at this time.
The army’s capacity to break Opposi-
tion unity should also never be under-
estimated.

The October 16 rally may, there-
fore, give an indication of both the
capability of the opposition and the
army's strategy.

corrupt. inforced by
its view that India is a perpetual

Pakitan's foreign policy % umder

Vivek
The views expressed are persona!

Why Farooq
Abdullah is wrong

ormer Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) chief
F minister and National Conference (NC) chief

Farooq Abdullah, while reiterating his
opposition to the constitutional changes in J&K,

particularly the effective nullification of Article 370,

spoke about how China has opposed the changes
too. He, then, added that, “May Allah wish that our
people get help from their might and our Articles
370 and 35-A get restored.”

This is a deeply disturbing statement from a
leader who has served as a Union minister, a three-
time chief minister, and a long-standing
parliamentarian in both the Rajya Sabha and Lok
Sabha. The change in Kashmir is purely an internal
matter of India. This newspaper has been critical of
the Centre’s actions in Kashmir — particularly the
detention of leaders and curtailment of liberty —
and asked for a restoration of political normalcy.
But this battle must be fought within the Indian
constitutional and political scheme, through
agitation, public opinion-building, political
alliances and judicial recourse.

To turn to a foreign power — which is at the
moment an aggressor and has undermined India’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty — is wrong and
unwise. Mr Abdullah’s statement will deepen the
mistrust that exists about Kashmir’s leaders among
citizens elsewhere in the country. It will galvanise a
nationalist backlash —and it is no surprise that the
Bharatiya Janata Party has termed his remarks
“seditious”. And it will erode the moral standing
and political authority of Kashmir's democratic
parties. Mr Abdullah may be speaking out of pain
and anger, but he would do well to revise his stand.

The economy is looking
up. Seize the moment

man’s measures to boost demand

will come as a relief to consumers.
Monday’s announcement of the advance
payment of a part of salaries to central gov-
ernment employees and spending tax-ex-
empted travel allowance will be more than
welcome.

The announcement is a sign that the
wheels of the economy are slowly moving
again. Take specific examples.

Exports touched $27.5 billion in Septem-
ber, up by nearly $1 billion in the same
month last year. The Goods and Services
‘Tax (GST) collection for September went up
to 395,480 crore from a meagre 332,172
crore in April. Power demand accelerated to
113.5 billion units in September from 23.2
billion units in April. What is most welcome
is the fact that there is a drop in
unemployment. From a high of
23.8% in April, when the migrant
labourers had returned home, the
unemployment rate stood at 5.8%
in September.

he festive season is upon us and
I inance minister Nirmala Sithara-

‘worked out in consultation with Reserve
Bank of India (RBI). Normally, RBI buys gov-
ernment securities from the secondary mar-
ket through the open market operation to
create liquidity and manage interest rates
movement. But the government and RBI can
explore a legal framework to enable RBI to
buy government securities worth $30 billion
in the primary market.

Another way the government can gener-
ate funds is by issuing perpetual bonds or
“perps”, as they are known in the corporate
world. Governments resort to this method
during extraordinary times but they are
beneficial to all parties concerned. These
will allow the government to spend on infra-
structure development and build robust
supply chains with a view to competing with
China. RBI buying government securities
will keep interest rates in check as opposed
to, let’s say, the government bor-
rowing money from the market
which might put pressure on the
interest rates.

In the pandemic-hit global trade
and economy, a new world order is

My optimism is not only based  Syed ~ emergingand itsa selfish one. The
on the §-11% growth forecast by agay  West had set the rules o the game
next financial year by all ratings in the global order it created in the
agencies, but that it has taken on a Islam aftermath of World War II, and

V-shape recovery since the start of
Q2. Passenger vehicles posted zero

sales in April but, in September, it's up by
37%. Two-wheeler sales had plummeted to
‘minus-100% but posted a 13.4% growth in
September.

The most significant measure has been
the Atmanirbhar package of 20 lakh crore
announced by Prime Minister (PM) Naren-
dra Modi on May 12. It was the biggest
relief-cum-stimulus package among the
G20 countries. And it ensured a sustained
growth for India in the post-Covid-19 world.

Despite the crisis, India has seen its forex
Teserves grow to around $550 billion as of
September, enough to pay for 13-14 months.
of imports. The government should spend
$30 billion from the forex reserves on devel-
oping infrastructure, which will create jobs
and entrepreneurship. The modalities and
regulatory compliant structure could be

most countries played along. In this
emerging world, India wants its
rightful place — it is a regional economic
powerhouse and deserving of a permanent
seat at the United Nations Security Council.

The PM has made a strong pitch for a
more meaningful role for India in the struc-
tures of the UN in his recent speech on the
occasion of the 75th anniversary of its foun-

ation. His argument was simple:“The
world of 2020 is vastly different from the
world of 1945”.

Whether India will carve out a key role
foritself in the new world order or not will
depend a lot on how quickly it becomes a
global economic powerhouse. We should
seize the moment, I believe new trade deals
and diplomacy will be at the heart of these
opportunities. We need trilateral or multi-
lateral trade deals with like-minded democ-
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Almost every state seems to
have weaponised sedition as a

means of silencing critics

and the numbers are increasing.

Any statement is good enough
for a sedition case.

The fragmentation of
political power is key to

institutional

ver the past few years, we have seen

awholesale capitulation of our insti-

tutions. Democracy requires institu-

tions to enquire into and produce

truth, mediate, uphold the rule of law, and
The

autonomy

tion of) fallibility and venality.

oreover, most institutions are dependent
on the coercive power of the executive for the
implementation of their orders. This requires
the executive to voluntarily accept the author-

protect citizens from
diminishing of i institutions must be resisted.

ity of other i d imp n auto-
matic horizon of acceptable opposition on
i facing down i

the separa-

tion of powers and a system of checks and
Jances. However, this works well only when

political power is factionalised. In a democ-

racy, political power is derived from

organised public opinion. The State's

executive power is acquired by win-

ning elections. Institutions work

when political power and executive

power are distributed among com-

Itis evident that while democracy needs insti-
tutions to function, this happens within a con-
text. When the United Progressive Alliance
(UPA) 2 government was thought to
be on its last legs, institutions

. acquired a radical oppositional
streak, driven not by any streak of
. independence but by political calcu-

lation. Similarly, executive over-

peting factions. Atsome threstioldof pu . reach and counfervailing institu-
consolidation of political and execu- tional pusillanimity is greater in the
tive power, institutionsstart collaps- ~~ GUPta  Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)' sec-

ing Itwould be wrong to see this as

ond term polit-

a result of individual failings, and
examine systemic factors.
First, a large part of institutional power is

racies. This should be done
reduce dependency on China. For instance,
the India-Japan-Australia joint initiatives of
last month could be harnessed to reduce
dependence on China and build supply
chains.

On the domestic front, India needs to
attract global brands which are keen to
‘move out of China altogether. There are sev-
eral such companies which have previously
shown an interest in setting up shop in
India. It is perhaps time to provide them
with incentives in the areas of land, labour
and legislation.

Another area of opportunity will emerge
‘when we roll out the 5G technology which
has the potential to create hundreds of new
businesses and generate new jobs.

There is no magic wand to control the
pandemic, as it continues to destroy the
economies across the world. We need
patience and we need perseverance, both of
‘which has been demonstrated by the PM in
these trying times.

Syed Zafar is a Rajya Sabha MP, national

on N i
global brands which are keen to move out of
Chinaaltogether HT PHOTO.

¢ BJP and former managing
director, Deutsche Bank, India
The views expressed are personal

utive controls most institutional appoint-
ments such as the election commissioners and

ical power PV willingness to
255 normatne thr¢sholds o arther con-
solidate power.
‘This moment s an inflexion point. Institu-
tions may always have been fallible but when
poliical power i distrbuted this allbilty is

heads of the Central Bureau of
(CBI)and Reserve Bank of India (RBI). Even in
the selection of the Central Vigilance Commis-

in respunse to competing lever:
Such institutional fallibility does not impede
t s ot

sioner (CVC), commit-
tee includes the leader of Opposition, the exec-
utive has amajority and appointments do not
require a consensus. In such bodies or agen-
cies, institutional capture is a real danger,
especially if executive power is not transferred
periodically between opposing factions. The
executive can also make it difficult for inde-
pendent-minded individuals to function toa
point that they may wish to exit on their own.

Second, even where institutional design
insulates the appointment process from the
executive o a large degree, such as the judici-
ary, the executive has considerable official
and unofficial coercive power. Dissent can be
neutralised through inducement, marginali-
sation, intimidation, harassment, propa-
ganda, transfers, even incarceration. A deter-
mined State only needs a pretext.

‘Third, institutions derive authority from
normative legitimacy. Over the years, this
normative legitimacy has been undermined
due to various factors, including the (percep-

capitulation of today is designed to consoli-
date political power and dismantle the con-
straints on State power which make it possi-
ble to contest it. Speaking up without organis-
ing is no longer enough because we are no
longer working within the framework and
logic of liberal democracy where the State is
responsive to principled criticism and institu-
tions actas countervailing power to the State.
But India is still a democracy. Contrary to
common rhetoric, democracy is not a binary
construct but operates on a continuum.
Important checks and balances have been lost
but political and electoral contestation
remains open. This underscores the impor-
tance and urgency of the political process at
this point in Indian democracy and the need
to go beyond outrage in an echo chamber.

Ruchi Gupta i joint secretary
with the All India Congress Commitiee
The views expressed are personal
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Adim stimulus

The govt. cannot wait for the pandemic
to ease to loosen the purse stringsfurther

nance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s fresh set of
Fﬂeasurss, on Monday, to spur consumer demand

and capital expenditure include an interestingly
designed tweak to the LTC allowances of government
employees. Her reckoning is that these would lend a
73,000 crore demand spurt to prop up the ailing eco-
nomy in the second half of this year. This could rise
beyond Hakh croreif private sector employers offered
similar LTC incentives. With industrial output slipping
for the sixth month in arow in August, the clamour for
new stimulus measures had been growing ahead of a
particularly bleak festive season. But this package,
which will cost the exchequer about 0.2% of GDP, tak-
ing overall fiscal support through the pandemic to 17%
of GDP, may not be as persuasive as may have been en-
visaged. Enhancing the Centre's capital expenditure in
specific sectors by 325,000 crore from the extant level
of ¥4.12-lakh crore is laudable. But pandemic restric-
tions have affected the ability to get new projects going.
Till August, just about ¥134-akh crore of the budgeted
capex had been spent. The same problem plagues the
312,000 crore offered as an interest-free 50-year loan to
Sates for capital spending over the next six months.

While States have been allowed to use these loans to
pay off dues, the offer
are unlikely to have an impact; ¥2,000 crore has been
set aside for Sates that manage to complete three of
four reforms mandated in the earlier Atmanirbhar Bha-
rat package, in order to get additional borrowing lee-
way. Only some States may qualify for this. Too many
conditions also pervade the consumption push. Link-
ing LTC perks of government staff who have not availed
them yet due to restricted travel during the pandemic
to spendi non-travel itemsisan i nudge
But requiring them to spend three times their return
ticket fares under LTC on goods and services attracting
at least 12% GST from GST-registered vendors, may be
too prescriptive and overlooks the reluctance towards
discretionary spending due to low visibility on the eco-
nomy’s prospects. Eligible employees may find the
scheme complex and too expensive to avail. One hopes
the government has more in its quiver to expedite re-
covery. Waiting too long for the pandemic to ease be-
fore loosening the purse strings further could extend
the pain. The focus should not just be on conjuring a
trickle-down stimulus from those with their jobs and
savingsintact but also on relief measuresfor those with-
out. Even the IMF has been urging countries to spend
now to diminish the damage. Avoiding spending now to
maintain fiscal discipline and prevent a rating down-
grade seems sensible, but if the underlying edifices of
the country’s growth story crumble in the process, a fu-
ture downgrade will become inevitable.

Crisisin Caucasus
Azerbaijan, Armeniaand the Karabakh rebels
should go back to the ceasefire

e ongoing fighting between Armenian rebels
I and the Azerbaijani Army in Nagorno-Karabakh,
a self-declared republic within Azerbaijan, risks
becoming a wider regional conflict. Though Armenia
and Azerbaijan agreed to a Russia-mediated ceasefire
last week after days of fighting, the truce crumbled im-
mediately amid ablame game. Whatever thetruth is, an
emboldened Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey, seems de-
termined to pressahead with its offensive. The conflict
over Nagorno-Karabakh is decades old. The region, lar-
gely populated by ethnic Armenians, is located within
the international boundaries of Azerbaijan. Under the
Soviet Union, it was an autonomous province that was
part of the Azerbaijan republic. In 1988, when the So-
viet power was receding, the regional assembly in Na-
gorno-Karabakh voted to join Armenia, triggering eth-
nic clashes. After the Soviet disintegration in 1991,
Armenia and Azerbaijan went to war over this largely
mountainous, forested enclave. By the time a ceasefire
was reached in 1994, the rebels, with support from Ar-
menia and Russia, had established their de facto rule
and extended their influence to the Armenian border.
Ever since, the border hasremained tense.

What makes the clashes now far more dangerous is
the external intervention. Turkey has called Armeniaa
threat to peace in the region; the Azeris and Turks
share ethnic and linguistic bonds. Also, the pre-Soviet
Azerbaijan was alocal ally of the Ottomans when they
invaded Transcaucasia in the last leg of World War |
For Turkey, which, under President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan, is trying to expand its geopolitical reach to the
former Ottoman regions, the conflict over Nagorno-Ka-
rabakh is an opportunity to enter the South Caucasus.
Turkey also has a particularly bad relationship with Ar-
menia. But its problem is that Armenia is a member of
the RussiaJed Collective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO). Russia enjoys good economic and defence ties
with both Armenia and Azerbaijan. But Armenia, as a
CSTO member and host to a Russian military base, has
more weight. In awider conflict, Armenia could trigger
Article 4 of the CSTO treaty and ask for Russian help.
And if Moscow responds favourably, that would pit Rus-
sia against Turkey, a NATO member. Russia, already in-
volved in military conflictsin Syria, Ukraine and Libya,
may not like opening another front. That iswhy it has
re-emphasised its neutrality and hosted talks in Mos-
cow for atruce. But it will be forced to take sidesif the
conflict spills into Armenia. Both sides should under-
stand the volatile situation and call off the hostilities.
Nagorno-Karabakh hasin the past witnessed large-scale
ethnic violence. Instead of risking a regional war, Azer-
baijan, Armenia and the Karabakh rebels should go
back to the ceasefire and open up diplomatic channels.
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The Arab World and the elusive two-state solution

The Arab World in ageopolitical sense no longer exists; the PLO leader ship may have to think of aone-state solution

=
=

Hamid Ansar i

rds have meanings that
are used and misused. A
few weeks ago, someone

with evident limitations fulminat-
ed against a category of faiths dep-
icted as ‘Abrahamic’. Around the
same time, the global media glee-
fully proclaimed the newly minted
‘Abraham Accord’ to describe a
happening of political signifi-
cance. Both expressions sought to
trace it to the proper name, Abra-
ham, a patriarchal entity who
flourished in the Second Millenni-
um BCE, is revered by three reli-
gions —lidaism, Christianity and
Islam —and whose followers today
account for alittle over 55% of the
world’s population. Mention is al-
so made alongside of a group of
languages as Semitic —principally
Arabic, Hebrew, Amharic and Ara-
maic.

Language asfulcrum

Till the end of World War |, most of
the Arabic-speaking lands of West
Asia and North Africa were ruled
directly or indirectly by the Otto-
man Empire. Today, thanks to geo-
political cartography, they consti-
tute the ‘Arab World" whose 22
members are members of the UN.
The point of commonality is the
language.

The seeds of Arab nationalism
were sown in the 19th century. The
classic work of George Antonius,
published in 1938, records the ori-

gins: ‘It wasat asecret gathering of
certain members of the Syrian
Scientific Society that the Arab na-
tional movement may be said to
have uttered its first cry. A poem
by one of its members gave it the
battle cry: Arise, ye Arabs, and
awake! The poem, viewed as sedi-
tious by the Ottoman rulers, did
much to foster the national move-
ment in itsinfancy.

Acritique
In 1945 and reportedly on British
prompting, the League of Arab
States was formed to ‘draw closer
the relations between member
states and co-ordinate their politi-
cal activitieswith the aim of realis-
ing a close collaboration between
them, to safeguard their indepen-
dence and sovereignty, and to con-
sider in a general way the affairs
and interests of the Arab coun-
tries’. It has achieved none of its
objectivesand its hopes have been
‘worn down to disillusion and cyn-
icism’ emanating from what Bas-
sam Tibi has called ‘the duality of
wordsand deeds'.

The critique of mystifications of
Arab nationalism was a promise;
but the promise of getting light at
the end of the tunnel did not bear
the expected results. This was at-
tributed by a UNDP Human Deve-
lopment Report many years ago to
deficits of knowledge, freedom
and empowerment of women
Thus, absence of participatory go-
vernance and its institutions, dis-
regard for individual freedoms,
and the prevalence of one-person
rule resulted in what Abdullah La-
roui characterised as ‘living in In-
fra-historical rhythm’. Admittedly,
sectional though uneven progress
was made, but as the experience

GETTYIMAGES

of the Arab Uprising of 2011
showed, deep disagreements pre-
vented the emergence of an Arab
order and itsimpact on ‘Arab un-
ity’. It was most evident in their
responses to regional and global
problems.

The Palestine issue
The one problem on which Arab
states professed unity of opinion,
but not necessarily of approach,
related to Palestine and to the de-
mand for a Palestinian state. After
multiple resorts to war and popu-
lar uprisings, the tenacity of Israel
and its American backers forced
the Arab states and their interna-
tional supporters to accept the
Camp David and Oslo Accords and
finally the Saudi-sponsored 2002
Arab Peace Initiative. It involved a
de facto recognition of Israel and
the latter accepted it with 1
reservations.

The truth behind this Saudi in-
itiative has now been made public
in aseries of television interviews
on Al-Arabiya channel on October
5by the former Saudi

suspicion of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization (PLO) leader-
ship, beginning but not ending
with Yasser Arafat.

The ostensible reason for this,
according to some Arab-American
commentators, is ‘perceived
threat from Iran, the spread of re-
gional terrorism and the rise of Is-
lamism’. The take-off occasion, ac-
cording to them, was the
conference in Warsaw in February
2019 that was hailed by Israel
Prime Minister Netanyahu as ‘a
breakthrough in Arab-Israeli rela-
tions'. This could be seen as a
stage in the success of Israel’s
grand strategy candidly spelt out
in Yossi Alpher’s 2015 book, Peri-
phery, aimed to outflank the hos-
tile core that surroundsit and gain
the major political-security goal of
countering Arab hostility through
relations with alternate regional
powers and potential allies. It has
been furthered by post-2011 deve-
lopments in individual Arab coun-
tries and the aura bestowed on
‘political Islam’ or Islamism pre-
sented by its protagonists such as
Fahmy Howeidy who argued that
Arab nationalism is a stage to-
wards greater Islamic unity.

Public opinion vs. policy
Do these failuresto jolt the system
at the individual-country and re-
gional levels have an impact on
perceptions of the Palestinian pro-
blem? The Arab Center Washing-
ton DC and its Arab Opinion Index
for 2019-2020 published last week
concluded that 79% of the respon-

to the United Sates and later intel-
ligence chief, Prince Bandar Bin
Sultan. It is candid and revealing
and sheds much light on the Saudi

dents felt ‘the cause
concernsall Arabsand not the Pal-
estinian people alone'. This figure
in 2012:20 Bwas 84% It isthus dif-
ficult not to conclude that opinion

at the public/respondent level is
not in step with official policy
orientation on this question. Does
thisin any manner further the Pal-
estinian cause, more so because
the direction of Israeli policy pre-
mised on incremental creation of
facts on the ground together with
furtherance of practical coopera-
tion with individual Arab coun-
tries would inevitably result in de
facto annexation of most parts of
the West Bank even if aformal an-
nexation is deferred?

Away out

The PLO leadership has been left
high and dry even if not yet dis-
owned by its own people. Would
the new situation propel it to re-
craft its policies? The promised
Two-state solution is nowhere in
sight except for some variants of
Bantustans. Would it not be better
to explore a One-state solution
even if involves a South Africa-like
apartheid that would sooner or la-
ter prick the conscience of world
opinion and their governments
and allow aPalestinian-Mandelato
use Gandhian principles to seek
justice?

So the Arab World in ageopolit-
ical sense no longer exists. It will
retain its focus on linguistic homo-
geneity and attendant cultural glo-
ry. As for the Palestinians and in
the event of hard tactical options
being forsaken, they might even
explore the creation of a Palesti-
nian point of lamentation, a ‘wail-
ingwall’, hopingthat divine justice
would eventually be forthcoming
as has been with their Abrahamic
cousins.

Hamid Ansari istheformer Vice President
of India, 20072077

Cutline of apandemic fight, by and for citizens

With changed public behaviour, officials need to recognise the potential

e

e
PR

K.R. Ant ony

ere needs to be a paradigm
I shift in the war against CO-
VID-19; awar that has to be
and can be fought with success
mostly by citizens hereafter. If
thereisawider awakening, the no-
vel coronavirus can be handled by
citizens. But how is one to raise
that level of civic senseis the moot
question
Initially, we never thought that
acalamity in Wuhan, Chinawould
reach our doorstep. Though the
bad news was confirmed as an in-
ternational emergency since the
middle of January, it was only on
March 1lthat the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) declared it a
pandemic. Initially, all nations
looked to WHO to be the technical
lead, but once there was a reluc-
tance to admit the droplet and ae-
rosol mode of transmission, WHO
lost its credibility. Even as doctors
and scientists were getting to
know the enemy virus, it landed in
their midst.

(

Gradual change
Using memories and experiences
of conquering earlier viral out-
breaks such as bird flu, Ebola, the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome and the Middle East Respi-
ratory Syndrome, technocrats
were using amix bag of approach-
es. Gene sequences were shared
and testing methods and kits deve-
loped and shared. Epidemiology is
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now better understood, with treat-
ment modalities and experiences
in reducing morbidity and mortal-
ity getting published. New ap-
proachesare beingtried. No sc
tific tool has gone ) I
que: ar ison to
save infetted”

Myths and misconceptions pre-
vail despite WHO's campiagn
against “infodemics”. But we do
have abetter understanding of the
virusand how it spreads.

Governments  have  been
blamed for lapses such as having
delayed stopping international
flights, for the dynamics of the
lockdowns, for job lossesand poor
management of migrant workers
returning home, for aplummeting
economy, for inadequate testing

and contacttracing, and for lack of
transparency in reporting of cases
and deaths.

Helping governments
In all this, people have learned
one big lesson —of the need to
look after and take care of them-
selves. We cannot depend on the
government to do everything. We
cannot rely on the predictions of
technocrats. And, we should be
able to interpret the assurances
that politicians make. The novel
coronavirusisstill peakingin India
and thereisno evidence of the flat-
tening of the epidemic curve in
sight promised a few months ago.
We need to be objective about de-
bate on testing strategy, the accu-
racy of reporting deaths, the case
load and the recovery rate, and
the claims of success in the race

stay away from the virus as far as
possible and prevent it from in-
fecting us. This responsibility lies
squarely on us; not on the govern-
ment. Such a realisation will not
only aid us but also the govern-
ment in the overall fight against
COVID-19. The government can
then concentrate on strengthen-
ing the health system to test and
diagnose the infection and take
care of those who are infected
The government can concentrate
on hospitalsand the related infras-
tructure.

our individual responsibility
begins with self-protection. Mask
wearing is the most important
protection shield we have. In the
fight against tuberculosis for ex-
ample, doctors have been advocat-
ing its use for TB patients to mini-
mise droplet spread of the TB
bacteria. But very few have taken
this advice seriously. In some
areas, the police check two-wheel-
er riders for helmet-wearing and
also for face masks. Our newly ac-
quired cough and sneezing eti-
quette is going to stay as a habit to
stop aerosol transmission. We are
not going to clear our throats and
spit anywhere, including from the

for We need
to focus on what to do by
ourselves.

What matters to all of usis to

dows of a moving vehicle. We
have also been educated on wash-
ing our face and exposed areas of
the body once we reach home and

before we sit on furniture.

People are now observing hand-
washing. They even use sanitizers
which are expensive. But in all
this, not only can the spread of CO-
VID-19 be stopped but also that of
water-borne diseases such as diar-
rhoea, dysentery, jaundice, ty-
phoid and even cholera. The novel
coronavirus has taught us how to
stand in a queue patiently. Physi-
cal distancing is now new social
behaviour. We avoid crowding,
festivals and processions, air-con-
ditioned malls and shopping ar-
cades, movie halls, displays and
exhibitions. Even if all of these are
allowed as an unlocking step, it is
better we observe caution. We can
o on a holiday or tour once it is
safe to do so.

Community vigil
Though we were compelled to
close places of worship, our atti-
tude has changed to one of caring
for the needs of others. But there
isaneed for changed behaviour by
neighbourhood and social groups
to prevent transmission. Virtual
platforms must be used frequently
to discuss the technical and admi-
nistrative aspects of pandemic
control by community groups. Vo-
Junteering for such community in-
itiatives must be encouraged by
elected representatives and mem-
bers of local self government bo-
dies. Self-administered and moni-
tored epidemic prevention and
community vigilance must be sus-
tained. Monitoring of ground real-
ities and learning from overseas
experiences using smartphones,
web connectivity and use of need-
based new apps will all enhance
the efficiency of this community
empowerment.

of adecentralised control approach

Kerala had 45,000 registered
community volunteers to run in-
formation desks and carry out
screening at airports, railway sta-
tions and bus terminals and bor-
der check posts apart from carry-
ing out contact tracing, and
monitoring quarantine centres,
running community Kitchens and
sanitation facilities. Odisha has its
Gaon Unnayan Samitis and And-
hraPradesh itshealth link workers
at theward level. More States must
emulate such initiatives to rope in
the community. Reverse quaran-
tine and the protection of the el-
derly, cancer patients and people
with co-morbidities need to be ex-
ercises with more community in-
volvement than of enforcement by
health, revenue and police author-
ities.

It ishigh time policymakersand
officials realise the potential of
such an approach of decentralised
pandemic control. What we have
now is patriarchal and technocen-
tric, with unilateral information
dissemination and enforcement of
strategies either through health
staff, the administration and the
police. Now, the import of cases
has been reduced and nearly 90%
cases are through contacts. Final-
ly, enable communities to take
control of their own protection
and stop community transmis-
sion. Invest time and budget for
this process. Let their civic sense
be the biggest armamentarium to
flatten the pandemic curve.

Dr. K.R. Antony isan independent Public
Health Consultant from Kochi who has
served UNICEF, the Siate Health Resource
Centre, Chhattisgarh and the National
Health Mission. Theviews expressed are
personal

Toread more etiers

LTCscheme

The announcements
regarding the LTC scheme
must be examined with
care. The government has
stopped the DA of Union
government employees up
to uly 2021 Further,
government employees are
perhaps the only ones
whose income has not been
affected by the pandemic. It
is clear that the pandemic-
induced economic
dislocation will not end this
year and the government is
unwilling to stretch its
financesfurther. The
government needsto think
of transfers and enabling
direct spending on goods
and services.

SK.Khosla,

Crendigarh

Move to BJP
Itisnatural for the public to
view actor and former

Congress spokesperson
Kushboo Sundar’s move to
quit the Congress and join
the BP asone more
instance of the
opportunism of an
ambitious politician. Sll,
for the Congress high
command, the
development should be a
wakeup call, indicating that
allisnot well within the
Tamil Nadu unit of the
party. The comment made
by the TNCC president, K.S
Alagiri, immediately after
her resignation wasin very
bad taste. Had the TNCC
president thanked her for
her servicesto the party
until she left it, it would
have only enhanced the
stature of the party and his.

SP. Asokan,
Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

- Itwasamusingto see the
kind of prominence given to

the news of Ms. Sundar
joining the BJP, with even a
timeline of her political
career. One only hopes that
her "ardent wish’ to serve the
people of this country is duly
recognised by the party she
hasnow joined and that it
actsin accordance.

. Yoganandh
‘Salom, Tamil Nadu

« Ms. Sundar, or any other
person, istotally freein a
democratic system to leave
or join apolitical party at any
time. But the question that
now arises iswhether
politicians who often keep
changing their political
loyaltiesare genuinely
devoted to their party
ideologiesor treat politics
just like any other job which
can be discarded. Such
habitual party hoppers more
often prove to be perennially
unsure, diffident and

opportunistic personsin
their constant quest to seek
greener pastures.

A.Mohan,
Chennai

= Ms. Sundar must
remember that she was
appointed as anational
spokesperson, ahigh profile
post, which is normally
assigned to senior partymen,
well versed in current affairs
and with good command
over the language. One
cannot buy her argument
that it was her duty to attack
the policiesof government as
aperson in the Opposition. It
exposes her political
dishonesty. Wil the same
argument apply if she quits
the BP?

VIN. Gopal ,

Chennai

« 1 am areader of the daily
for well over 60 years and

wonder what was so
important for a prestigious
newspaper to publish this
newson the front page. |
remember the legendary Y.B.
Chavan's passing being
reported on page 9. Have
times changed?

CK. PremKumar ,
Kalvakulam, Palakkad, Kerala

oniine, scanthe ORcode

of the chameleons n politics,
il ak Subr amanian V..
Kunjibety, Udupi, Karnatoka

Tennislessons

One should be very lucky to
witnessthe three greats of
tennis, Federer, Djokovic and
Nadal, play in this golden
era. They have entertained
usand also showed uswhat
itisto be humble, ethical

« Wasit necessary to devote
so much newsprint for a
novice in politics? One

should never underestimate
the feelings of the people of
Tamil Nadu as they are aware

and successful
Ksheer asagara & ikant h,
Hyderabad

corrections &clarifications:

In the story titled *Sri Lanka in talks to secure $500 mn in
Chinese loans’ (Oct.13, 2020) the sentence that read, *If sanc-
tioned, the new loan would take Sri Lanka'stotal borrowings from
China over $1billion, after the $500 million *urgent financial as-
sistance” that Beijing extended to Colombo in March, to help Sri
L P of " should be
recast to read: *If sanctioned, the new loan would take i Lanka's
total borrowingsfrom Chinathisyear over $1billion, after the $500
million ... impact of the pandemic.”

“The Readers’Editor
E il readersaditor @hehindu coin
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Ferment in the heartland

Casterivalriesare causing fissuresin BJP's Hindu unity plank in UP, opening an opportunity for Rahul Gandhi

Var ghese K. Geor ge

In 2019, the Bharatiya Jnata Party
(BFP) won 62 of the 80 Lok Sabha
seats in Uttar Pradesh, and in 204,
71 U.P. elects 15% of the Lok Sabha
members, but it contributed 20% of
the BP membersin 2019 and 25%in
2014. The concentrated support in
regions above the Vindhyas, the Hin-
dutva heartland, enabled the BP to
win 56% of the Lok Sabha seats with
38% votes in 2019. In U.P,, the Con-
gress won two seats in 2014 and one
in 2019. Congress leader Rahul Gand-
hi lost his own heartland seat of
Amethi in 2019; to enter the Lok Sab-
ha, he chose a seat in the geographi-
cal and social periphery of Hindu na-
tionalism — the minority-majority
Wayanad seat in Kerala.

Mr. Gandhi has now sought to
bring the battle back to the hear-
tland, in Hathras in U.P., by rallying
public opinion against caste vio-
lence, and in Punjab and Haryana,
by spearheading farmer protests. He
managed to put the spotlight on op-
pressive caste violence often invisi-
bilised by slogans of Hindu unity as
well as on the political selfquaran-
tine of two champions of social jus-
tice, former Chief Ministers Akhilesh
Yadav and Mayawati. Further turns
in U.P. will depend on whether Mr.
Gandhi remains consistent and
whether the Rashtriya

£ i

fronted. In the 1980s, when the
Sangh Parivar ramped up its efforts
to reach out to the Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and Dalits, it con-
sciously chose the word samrasta
(harmony) over the word samata
(equality). Harmony does not reject
or preclude hierarchy.

Narendra Modi's rise marked Hin-
dutva 2.0 —political Hinduism con-
toured to demands of the market and
Mandal aspirations—which created a
national Hindu majority, concentrat-
ed in the heartland. The Vishva Hin-
du Parishad captured the ongoing
process in a statement following the
acquittal of Parivar leadersin the Ba-
bri Masjid demolition case thus: “We
call upon the society to now look for-
ward to the urgent tasks at hand, the
completion of a Grand Temple at
Shri Ramjanmabhoomi, the eradica-
tion of social inequalities and esta-
blishment of samrasta, to bring
about social, educational and eco-
nomic upliftment of the Scheduled
Castes, Tribesand other economical-

Sangh (RSS) intervenesto enforce or-
der in its tent. Threatening the BP’s
pre-eminence in U.P. is not so much
the upper caste violence against Da-
lits as the intensifying rivalry bet-
ween two upper caste groups that
form the social core of Hindutva in
its geographical core —the Thakurs
and the Brahmins.

The Yogi model

Affinity, privilege and dispossession
linked to caste are not uncommon
anywhere, but in UP. politics, they
are all uniquely intense. Caste has
been a major obstacle to Hindu un-
ity. Rejection, at least in theory, of
untouchability, remained a common
thread across all attempts of Hindu
unification in history, but the ques-
tion of inequality was rarely con-

Iy backward as
also to build astrong and stable Bha-
rat; capable of fighting the attacks
and challenges from within and at
the borders” (emphasis added).

The BP has been far more open
and successful in accommodating
marginalised castes than the Con-
gressin the heartland. The Parivar al-
so overlooked, sidelined, or con-
fronted autonomous intermediary
and Dalit groups, as has been the
case with the Marathas in Maharash-
tra, the Patelsin Gujarat, the Yadavs
in Bihar, and the Yadavs and Jtavsin
U.P. It chose upper caste leaders only
in non-threatening environs for the
rest —a Thakur in Chhattisgarh or a
Brahmin in Maharashtra. The ap-
pointment of Yogi Adityanath as
Chief Minister of U.P. in 2017 marked
achange in this pattern. It also coin-

Quadrilateral hometruths

The Quad would do well to heed four lessonsdrawn
from Asias history and geopolitics

Sour abh Gupta

Regardless of how or when China's
misbegotten military adventure is go-
ing to wind down in Ladakh, one
thing is clear: it has breathed fresh
life into the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue as aloose, consultative en-
tente of like-minded democracies in
the Indo-Pacific. On October 6, the
foreign ministers of Australia, India,
Jpan and the U.S held a standalone
meeting in Tokyo. If the Quad is to
prosper as a geopolitical construct, it
would do well to heed four lessons
drawn from the long arc of Asia's his-
tory and geopolitics.

No Indo-Pacific system

First, there isno such thing as an In-
do-Pacific system’. There has never
been one, assuch, ever since the rise
of the port-based kingdoms of Indo-
china in the first half of the second
millennium. Rather, there were two
Asian systems —an Indian Ocean sys-
tem and an East Asian system —with
intricate sub-regional balances. The
sprawling British empire never man-
aged to combine the Indo and the
Pacific into a unitary system and the
effort by a U.S in global retreat and
relative decline to artificially manu-
facture one to encircle China will be
no more successful.

Second, the Indo-Pacific region
possesses no prior experience of en-
during peace, prosperity and stabili-
ty engineered from its maritime
fringes. Rather, dynamic long cycles
of Chinese influence radiating out-
wards have alternated with sharp pe-
riods of centripetal turmoil as China
and the Asian system collapsed upon
itself.

The emerging practice of ASEAN-
centred multilateralism is more in
tune with regional tradition and his-
torical circumstance than  the
post-18th century European ‘balance
of power’ system, where the ‘flank-
ing powers’ (Britain and Russia) re-
sisted revisionist challengers to pe-
riodically restore the continent’s
equilibrium. For their part, the Indo-
Pacific’s ‘flanking powers', India and
Japan, have never balanced Chinese
power throughout their illustrious
histories.

Third, the sea lines of communica-
tion constitute the connective tissue

oM
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that links the Indian Ocean to the
Western Pacific. It is also a valuable
arena of leverage vis-avis Chinese
shippingand resource flows. Thislev-
erage must be wielded judiciously on
India’s terms, not on the Quad’s
terms. The latter, after all, haslittle to
offer materially with regard to New
Delhi’s continental two-front dilem-
ma but ceding this chokepoint lever-
age will invite overwhelming Chinese
pressure against the full range of In-
dia's South Asian interests —to which
the other Quad members possess
neither will nor desire to answer. For
the threat of interdiction to be credi-
ble furthermore, it must not be bran-
dished off-handedly. Except during a
general war, no sustained and signifi-
cant campaign to interdict the mari-
time trade of amajor power has ever
been successfully mounted since the
Napoleonic Wars of the 19th century.

A check on China’sambitions
Finally, the Quad has a valuable role
to play as a check on China's Indian
Ocean ambitions. Indiamust develop
ingrained habits of interoperable
cooperation with its Quad partners
and, thereby, pre-emptively dissuade
China from mounting a naval chal-
lenge in its backyard. On the other
hand, it will be more than a decade
or two before the People’s Liberation
Army Navy will be credibly capable
of projecting power in these waters.

The shoresof the Indo-Pecific litto-
ral are strewn with the bones of Cold
War-vintage, pan-regional architec-
turesthat were divorced from the un-
derlying security dynamics. The
Quad must resist this temptation for
precipitate design over purpose.

In 2018, in his keynote address at
the Shangri La Dialogue, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi noted that In-
diawould *work with [its friends] in-
dividually or in formats of three or
more for a stable and peaceful re-
gion, but [that these] friendships are
not alliances of containment”. Re-
conciling this capacity to resist
armed revisionism while nudging the
region’s geopolitics towards coopera-
tion as opposed to conflict should be
India's, and the Quad’s, priority.

‘Sourabh Guptaisa senior fellowat the
Intitutefor China-America Sudiesin
Washington, D.C.
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cided with an upper caste impa-
tience to reclaim their marginal loss-

es during the Mandal surge. Mr.

Adityanath’sstrident commitment to

Hindutva was a factor that endeared

him to the Parivar. If his Thakur back-

ground was deliberately overlooked,

it may have been motivated by a be-

lief —which now stands challenged —
that being a priest in saffron, his

identity was solely Hindu.

The Parivar's preferred instru-
ment for Hindu unity ishegemony as
opposed to domination. Domination
is used occasionally, for instance,
against Ambedkarites. The dispro-
portionate association of negative at-
tributes such as inefficiency, corrup-
tion, nepotism and policy paralysis
with OBCs, Dalit and minority lead-
ersin public debates is not acciden-
tal but often an outcome of curated
hegemonic discourses. The 2007 slo-
gan that heralded the Jatav-Brahmin
social coalition that catapulted Ms.
Mayawati to power in U.P. creatively
linked the emergence of any fresh
political narrative to caste hierarchy
—mBrahmin Shankh Bajayaenge Tho
Haathi Badta Jayega (If the Brah-
min keeps blowing the conch, the
elephant will keep moving forward)’
The Brahmins, estimated to be above
10% of the U.P. voters, are the most
impactful swing voters anywhere in
India at the moment. In 2007, their
support brought Ms. Mayawati to
power; in 2012, they moved en masse
to Akhilesh Yadav who became the
Chief Minister; and in 2017, they
moved en masse to the BIP that won

Though Brahmins remain loyal to
the B generally speaking, they feel
sidelined and threatened in U.P. The
social media chatter followiny
killing of gangster VlkasDubsylm
was instructive of how the commun-
ity perceivesitstieswith the Yogi ad-
ministration. If the Thakur-Brahmin

rivalry is settled amicably by the RSS
leadership, the current turmoil in the
State could recede and its memory
will fade.

Rahul’s second coming?
Mr. Gandhi is one leader who is
beyond caste and even religion
While this could be his biggest ad-
vantagein asociety reeling from sec-
tarianisms of various types, this
could be his biggest disadvantage
too. He belongs to a cohort that is
‘truly Indian,’ in the sense Ashis Nan-
dy describes as one who “cannot be
easily identified with any specific re-
gional culturein India” “You cannot
fit them into anything local. They can
only be called Indians... They are
partly deracinated.” These ‘true In-
dians’ are hence also disconnected
from the rural, communitarian mi-
lieu. In an overwhelmingly Hin-
duised political climate, being dis-
connected from particularities is a
double-edged sword. Mr. Gandhi's
grandmother and father had to ass-
ert their Hindu identity. He is evi-
dently conflicted over the question —
he is unsure of his tilak and ru-
draksh. The disconnect from the lo-
cal and the sectarian is also the rea-
son why the Congress remains
insular to the aspirations of back-
ward and Dalit politics. To be fair, it
has been responsive in policy —the
expansion of Mandal to higher edu-
cation during the United Progressive
Alliance regime is instructive. The
challenge is in representation. The
Congress has no Dalit or OBC leader
in the heartland who isidentified as
such. Mr. Gandhi and his sister Pri-
yanka Gandhi forced a rethink
among their critics through their te-
nacious intervention in Hathras, but
the exclusion of U.P. Congress chief
Ajay Kumar Lallu, himself an OBC,
from the scene was inexplicable.
What Mr. Gandhi lacksisnot courage
or conviction, but attention to detail
and consistency, which are more im-
portant.

The caste rivalries in U.P. at the
moment are astrictly regional house-
keeping challenge for Hindutva, with
no immediate implications for Mr.
Modi’s politics. However, their inhe-
rent contradicij resurfaced
mar \@kﬂm}t}% time in at
@:q ade and this potentially
opens a fresh opportunity for Mr.
Gandbhi in the heartland.

varghese g@thehindu.co.in

A concerted attack on RTI

The worst blow to theright to information regime hascomein
the form of apersistent attack on the transparency watchdogs

Anjal i Bhar dwaj & Amr ita Johr i

Thisyear marks 15 years of the enactment of
the Right to Information (RTI) law, which has
empowered millions to assert their citizen-
ship and show truth to power. It was a vi-
brant grassroots movement, led not just by
the educated elite but the working poor
across the country, that eventually resulted
in the passage of the historic law in 2005.
The right to information has been upheld
by the Supreme Court asa right

has potentially created 13 billion whistle-
blowers and auditors. It has empowered citi-
zensto question those who govern and hold
them to account. Consistent attempts by go-
vernments to denigrate the law bear testimo-
ny to thistilting of the balance of power.

Attack on the transparency watchdogs
The worst blow to the RTI regime has come
in the form of a persistent and concerted at-
tack on the transparency watchdogs set up
under the law. Information Commissions at
the Centre and in the Sates are the final ad-
judicators empowered to act against viola-
tions of the legislation. In 2019, regressive
amendments were made to the RTI Act
which did away with statutory protection of
fixed tenure and high status conferred on the

flowing from Article 19 of the Constitution,
which guarantees every citizen the right to
free speech and expression. Without access
to relevant information, people’s ability to
formulate opinions and express themselves
meaningfully is curtailed. Since its enact-
ment, the RTI law has been used by people
to seek information to actively participate in
decision-making processes and hold govern-
ments accountable.

The potential of the law

Every year nearly six million applicationsare
filed under the RTI Act, making it the most
extensively used transparency legislation in
the world. National assessments have shown
that alarge proportion of these are filed by
the poorest and the most marginalised who

Despite stiff opposition
within and outside Parliament, the govern-
ment pushed the RTI (Amendment) Act
which allows the Central government to de-
termine the tenure and salaries of all Infor-
mation Commissioners, signalling that direc-
tions to disclose inconvenient information
could invite adverse consequences.

The functioning of commissions has been
severely impeded by governments not ap-
pointing Information Commissioners in a
timely manner. Vacancies in Information
Commissions lead to large backlogs of ap-
peals/complaints and long delays in the dis-
posal of cases, effectively frustratingthe peo-
ple’s right to know. The track record of the
BJP-led government at the Centre has been
particularly abysmal. Since May 204, not a

have understood the tremendous potential
of the law to empower them to access their
basic rights and entitlements, especially in
the absence of effective grievance redress
mechanisms to address service delivery fai-
lures. Duringthe COVID-19 crisistoo, the law
has been widely used to seek information
about availability of medical facilities, like
ventilatorsand ICU beds, and to hold govern-
ment departments accountable for delivery
of foodgrains and social security benefits
meant for those in distress, including mi-
grant workers.

The RTI Act has also been put to effective
use by public-spirited citizens to shine the
light on corruption and arbitrary abuse of
power by the state. People have used it to
question the highest offices. Information has
been accessed about the anonymous electo-
ral bonds though which thousands of crores
have been channelled into political parties.
The Prime Minister's Office has been queried
about the expenditure of the PM CARES
Fund set up to provide relief during disasters
like the current pandemic.

By giving every citizen of Indiatheright to

access government files and records, the law
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King of
clay

Rafael Nadals record-equalling 20th Grand Slam title and his 13th trophy win
at the Roland Garros came in straight sets against world number one Novak
Djokovic on Sunday. Nadal has an unmatched strike rate at the Roland Garros
winning 13 of his 16 attempts in the tournament. Notably, his win % in grass and
hard courts is also among the best in the world. By The Hindu Data Team

STRIKE RATE | In 16 attempts at the French Open, Nadal ALL-ROUNDER | The graph plots the % of wins on grass
won 13 titles at an unmatched strike rate of 81%. Bjorn against the % of wins on hard court in the careers of all
Borg, with eight attempts, comes closest with a 75% French Open winners since 1968. For a dominant clay court
strile rate. The graph depicts attempts and the titlewin % | player, Nadal has also won 78% of matches each on grass
of players who won the French Open title at least once and hard courts, slightly behind Federer and Djokovic
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DOMINANT WINS
Dominance ratio
(DR) is a metric
which combines the 3
performance of a player

in both his service and 2.5
return games.

DRis calculated as 2
the % of return points
won divided by the %
of serve points lost by
aplayer in a match.
The graph plotsthe 1
DR for all the French
Open quarter-final,
semi-final and final
matches played by

Dominant Ratio

Nadal's @ straight-set win against Andy Murray in the 2014 semi-final
ad a dominance ratio of 2.9, the highest in the considered period

At least four of Nadal's matches had a DR of >2.
R

the periad had more than onie match with a D
Novak Djokovic's

was the 2013 quarter-final against Tommy Haa
A

s
Roger Federer’s  most dominant win (DR=1.8) came in the 2009 final against Robin Soderling
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single of the Central Informa-
tion Commission (CIC) has been appointed
without citizens having to approach courts.
Despite Supreme Court orders to fill all va-
cancies, six out of 1Lposts of commissioners
are currently vacant in the CIC, including
that of the chief. The CIC s headless for the
fifth time in the last six years! Sate govern-
ments appear to have adopted a similar stra-
tegy. Eight State Information Commissions
are functioning without a chief. Two com-
missions —Tripura and harkhand —are to-
tally defunct with no commissioners.

The right to question is the hallmark of a
democracy. Any attack on the RTI law, which
has empowered citizens to question those in
power, is an attack on the foundation of our
democratic republic. It isaclear reflection of
the lack of political will of governments to be
answerable to the people of the country.

As the RTI law completes 15 years, it is
again time for those whom it empowers —
the citizens —to assert themselves and pro-
tect their fundamental right to information,
which they attained after along struggle.

Anjali Bhardwaj and Amrita bhri aremembersof the
National Campaign for Peoples' Right to Information
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Chancesof accord on Cauvery remote

The chances of an accord on the Cauvery
waters dispute, principally between Mysore
and Tamil Nadu, at the next inter-State con-
ference in Madras on October 27, are consi-
dered difficult in view of the basic differenc-
es in the approach of the two States. This
was the assessment of knowledgeable peo-
ple after yesterday’s inter-tate talks in New
Delhi. Tamil Nadu swears by the 1924 agree-
ment on sharing the waters. Mysore, with-
out repudiating that agreement, hasreserva-
tions on its application to Mysore following
reorganisation of Statesin 1956. The Mysore
Chief Minister, Mr. Veerendra Patil, who re-
turned today [October 13], is understood to
have done some *plain-speaking” at the Del-
hi talks about the Centre's attitude all these
years to the dispute. On a number of pre-
vious occasions, Mr. Patil has criticised the
Centre for not adopting a helpful attitude to-
wards Mysore’s rights under the 1924 agree-
ment, even as the Government of India had
been reportedly insisting on Mysore to keep
to the “limit flows" theory. This, it is pointed
out here [Bangalore], took away Mysore's
rights to utilise its share of 45 t.m.cft. of the
Cauvery waters.

A HUNDRED YEARSAGO  OCT. 14, 1920

Ireland
(From an Editorial)

The problem of Ireland is intensifying to an
acute, desperate stage. Snn Fein is as busy
as ever with its two-fold method of organis-
ing republican institutions and of waging a
guerilla warfare on the agents of Govern-
ment. Amazing success still attends its
moves and the movement reveals no sign of
break-down, hesitancy or perturbation. On
the side of Government, however, the trend
of events seems to cause a self-blinding pan-
ic. Chafing at the uncontrollable triumph of
Sinn Fein, and lacking courage to take the
only remedy suggested by the logic of the sit-
uation, the Government have decided on a
policy of reprisals, tooth for tooth, nail for
nail. Murders and loots from the Sinn Fein
side are answered with lootsand murdersby
the Government police; the insurgents reply
with counter-reprisals and provoke Govern-
ment afresh; and the chain of bloodshed and
anarchy thus lengthens out to an unforesee-
able end. The Government'sdriftinto such a
policy hasalready been the subject of severe
comment, but Mr. Lloyd George appears to
think it all perfectly right

»
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