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is chief executive of Getaround, the car sharing start-up. His company started the year by laying off employees and scaling back some operations after expanding too
quickly. The pandemic made things worse. But in May, business bounced back when people began using the start-up’s cars, like the one on the right.

Start-ups avoid a nightmare

SAN FRANCISCO

After expecting the worst
as the coronavirus hit,
many ventures flourish

BY ERIN GRIFFITH

Getaround, a car sharing start-up,
started the year by laying off 150 em-
ployees and scaling back some opera-
tions after it spent too much on a rapid
expansion.

Two months later, with the spread of
the coronavirus, business got even
worse. The company laid off 100 more
employees, asked those who remained
to volunteer for pay cuts, obtained a
government loan of $5 million to $10 mil-
lion and battled bankruptcy rumors.

But in May, something unexpected
happened: Business bounced back
when people began using the start-up’s
cars to get on the road again.
Getaround’s revenue in the United
States for the year is now 40 percent
above where it was a year ago. Last
‘month, it brought back its furloughed
employees and started hiring again.

“We have seen a very, very fast recov-
ery” said Sam Zaid, Getaround's chief
executive, adding that he was now rais-
ing more cash. “It's been a bit of a wild
ride.”

When the coronavirus pandemic first
hitin March, many technology start-ups
braced themselves for The End, as busi-
ness dried up, venture capitalists
warned of dark times ahead and re-
structuring experts predicted the begin-
ning of a “great unwinding” after a dec-
ade-long boom. Five months later, those
doomsday warnings have not translated
into the drastic shakeout that many had
expected.

Funding for young companies has
stayed robust, particularly for the larger
start-ups. Some of them, like the stock
trading app Robinhood and Discord, the
social media site, have pulled in hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in new capital
in recent months, increasing their valu-
ations. And initial public offerings of
tech companies have come roaring
back, alongside a surging stock market.

“Things generally are substantially
better than our worst fears 90 days ago,”
said Rich Wong, an investor at Accel, a
silicon Valley venture capital firm.

The stabilization has created a surre-
al disconnect between tech start-ups
and the broader American economy.

While retailers, restaurant chains and
many other companies are filing for
bankruptcy and are dealing with one of
the worst downturns on record, the tech
industry has largely sidestepped the
worst of the destruction.

Demand has surged for start-ups that
offer virtual learning, telehealth, e-com-
merce, video games, streaming and soft-
ware for remote workers. Start-ups in
areas like fitness or children’s activities
also quickly adapted their offerings to
go virtual.

That doesn’t mean tech start-ups
have escaped unscathed. Some — like
those providing travel services, restau-
rant software or tickets to events —
watched revenue disappear. Stay Al-
fred, a luxury hospitality start-up in
Washington State, recently began wind-
ing down its operations, blaming the vi-
rus. ScaleFactor, an accounting start-up
in Texas, and Stockwell, an office vend-
ing machine start-up in California that
was previously known as Bodega, did
the same.

But over all, the money has continued
flowing. Start-ups in the United States
raised $34.3 billion in the second quar-
ter, down slightly from $36 billion a year
earlier, according to PitchBook and the
National Venture Capital Association.
Much of the financing went to the larg-
est companies, with the number of
“mega-rounds” (deals larger than $100
million) on pace to top last year's total.

“People are trying to focus on who
they believe the winners are, on compa-
nies that have pivoted successfully to
meet the new norm,’ said Heather
Gates, a managing director at Deloitte
who advises start-ups.

Across Silicon Valley, the start-up
panic began dissipating around May.
That was when layoffs slowed to a
trickle, according to Layoffs.fyi, a site
that tracks start-up layoffs. Just 5 per-
cent of the hundreds of companies that
did layoffs went out of business, accord-
ing to the site.

Hiring is picking back up. Job open-
ings posted to a network run by Drafted,
arecruiting company, increased 30 per-
cent in the last month, said Vinayak
Ranade, its chief executive.

Start-up expenditures also began ris-
ing again. Brex, which provides corpo-
rate credit cards to roughly 10,000 start-
ups in the United States, said spending
on items like software, servers and ads
is now more than a third above Febru-
ary levels — though spending on busi-
ness travel and office snacks remains
depressed.

“Everyone woke up and thought,

‘Wait a second, people are still going to
do business,” said Steve Sloane, an in-
vestor at Menlo Ventures. “They're just
going to do it online.”

Some of the shift was fueled by start-
ups’ adapting their businesses to the
pandemic. One of those was Activi-
tyHero, an online marketplace for chil-
dren’s activities. In April, the San Fran-
cisco start-up's bookings dropped 88
percent as summer camps around the
country canceled their programs, said
Peggy Chang, its chief executive. She
worried the company wouldn't survive
the year.

So ActivityHero encouraged  its
providers to offer virtual activities, pro-
moting them to parents with free classes
and small discounts. By the summer,
bookings were back — just online. Now,
Ms. Chang said, she sees online activi-
ties as a springboard to expand faster
when in-person activities return.

Envoy, a start-up in San Francisco
that sells sign-in systems to offices, also
suffered its first monthly net loss in Feb-
ruary and March, said Larry Gadea, its
chief executive. But that changed in
May after the company formed a service
called Protect, with features for limiting
capacity in the office and managing
which employees are in the office.

“We have seen a very,
very fast recovery.”

Around that time, working from home
was becoming untenable for some peo-
ple and companies wanted a way to al-
low a limited number of workers to re-
turn. Around 100,000 workers have used
Envoy’s new system at 500 offices, Mr.
Gadea said.

“It saved the business;” he said.

Some larger start-ups have seized the
opportunity to raise even more cash
from investors. DoorDash and In-
stacart, two delivery services that have
become more popular in the pandenic,
collectively raised more than $600 mil-
lion in funding in June, lifting their valu-
ations to $16 billion for DoorDash and
$13.7 billion for Instacart.

Robinhood, the online trading start-
up, raised $280 million in May and add-
ed $320 million in July as day trading
surged while people were quarantined.
‘The growth of Canva, an online design
software provider, accelerated as more
people worked remotely, and it doubled
its valuation to $6 billion in June. Dis-
cord, a social media chat service whose
use increased roughly 50 percent in the

pandemic, raised $100 million in June in
amatter of weeks.

Ruben Flores-Martinez, founder of
Cashdrop, an e-commerce start-up, said
he had struck out trying to raise funding
for his company in January. But the vi-
rus pushed local merchants to move on-
line, leading hundreds of them to try
Cashdrop’s software.

“Covid just came and accelerated
stuff exponentially,” said Mr. Flores-
Martinez, who ultimately raised 52.7
million in funding for his start-up in July.

He said he didn’t meet any of the in-
vestors in person, an increasingly com-
mon trait of start-up deal-making in the
pandemic. In a June survey of about 150
venture capital firms conducted by
OMERS Ventures, more than two-thirds
said they were willing to do deals re-
motely. Half said their pipeline of new
deals was the same as or more robust
than it had been before the pandemic.

Cyan Banister, an investor who put
money into Cashdrop, said she had ex-
pected new deals to dry up in the pan-
demic. But she said her firm, Long Jour-
ney Ventures, had met so many new
companies over videoconferencing calls
that she and her partners instead be-
came concerned that they were invest-
ing too quickly. The firm has done five
deals, and Ms. Banister has made six
personal investments in the pandemic.

“People made enough bread and grew
enough gardens and decided to start
working on a start-up now;” she said.

“WeTre seeing people start to build
things and come up with ideas.”

Even some of the hardest hit start-ups
are recovering. Sonder, a home rental
start-up, laid off or furloughed 417 em-
ployees in March. Three months later,
its chief executive declared that it had
returned to “growth mode” with 100 em-
ployees returning or having their hours
restored. In June, it raised $170 million,
above a target of $150 million, said Chris
Arsenault, a venture capitalist at Inovia
Capital, which has invested in Sonder.

Bookings for the home-rental com-
pany Airbnb, which initially lost more
than $1 billion in revenue from travel
cancellations, has also improved to pre-
pandemic levels, as people have looked
for getaways within driving distance of
their homes.

In a recent virtual meeting with em-
ployees, Brian Chesky, Airbnb's chief
executive, expressed surprise at the re-
bound.

“This is something I never would
have imagined telling you even eight
weeks ago,” he said. “It kind of defies
logic in a way.”

Renters in danger of losmg shelter

Unless aid is renewed,
millions of unemployed
workers face eviction

BY CONOR DOUGHERTY

For the 108 million Americans who live
in rental homes or apartments, Aug. 1
was a grim milestone. It was the first
time rent was due after much of the na-
tion's economic response to the coro-
navirus had expired.

The lapse of expanded unemploy-
ment benefits and federal, state and lo-
cal eviction moratoriums is forcing law-
makers to figure out how to extend
those protections. It has also left experts
resorting to natural disaster metaphors
(“avalanche,’ “tsunami”) to describe
the scale of potential evictions.

Unlike the overall US. economy,

Affordable housing like this complex in New York could be converted for higher rents.

which was enjoying the longest expan-
sion on record, housing — specifically
rental housing — was troubled before
the virus hit, with problems that went
back decades. A little under four million
evictions are filed each year, one in four
tenant households spends about half its
pretax income on rent, and each night
some 200,000 people sleep in their cars,
on streets or under bridges.

Those were the statistics in good
times. Now, with unemployment above
10 percent and projected to stay there
through at least next year, tens of mil-
lions of households could be at risk of
eviction in the coming months. Even if
only a fraction of those evictions actu-
ally take place, it would still be several
times the current pace and the biggest
disruption in rental housing in decades.

Whatever the final tally, it is increas-
ingly clear that if the Great Recession
EVICTIONS, PAGE 8

Airline foray into oil
didn’t go as planned

Delta entered an industry
whose cyclical challenges
preceded the pandemic
BY CLIFFORD KRAUSS

AND NIRAJ CHOKSHI

Jet fuel is known as the Steady Eddie of
the refinery business,

run, prone to accidents and subject to
environmental regulations, and they
earn meager profits.

Today, airlines and refineries face
their biggest crises in modern times.
The number of people flying is down
about 75 percent from a year ago, and
tens of millions of people are working
from home, buying less fuel for their
cars. Delta’s refinery, Monroe Energy,

‘many

profit maker that balances the seasonal
gyrations of gasoline and diesel sales.
But for airlines, it is a headache — a big
and unpredictable expense that con-
founds managers.

So Delta Air Lines tried a bold experi-
ment: It bought an oil refinery outside
Philadelphia in 2012, the first such pur-
chase by a major US. airline. When jet
fuel prices were high, as they were then,
Delta figured the refinery, which turns
crude ol into the stuff that planes, cars
and trucks burn, could offset some of its
expenses and perhaps even make

“Alot of energy guys hateit, and I can
understand why, because we're taking
money out of their pockets;” Ed Bastian,
the airline’s current chief executive and
then president, said at an industry con-
ference in 2012.

But the refinery made only modest
profits some years and lost money in
others. This year, as the coronavirus
hammered demand for air travel, it has
become a liability for Delta, widely con-
sidered by analysts as one of the best-
run airlines in the United States.

The energy industry critics Mr. Bas-
tian dismissed appear to have correctly
identified the flaws in Delta’s strategy.
Like airlines, oil refining is a cyclical en-
terprise that can be difficult in the best
of times — refineries are expensive to

in-
dustry thatis working well below capac-
ity, idling plants and losing money.

Monroe, in Trainer, Pa., lost $114 mil-
lion in the second quarter, and its future
appears bleak. In 2018, Delta announced
that it was interested in finding a part-
ner to jointly own and operate it, but it
never found any takers.

“The refinery may not even be a live
albatross,” said Tom Kloza, global head
of energy analysis at the Oil Price Infor-
mation Service. “We don't see et fuel be-
coming a marquee moneymaker for re-
finers agam until the middle of the dec-
ade, if th

“The coronavirus cutoff demand for al
transportation fuel in April as the econ-
omy shut down. Consumption of gaso-
lineand diesel has recovered somewhat,
but American refiners have still had to
cut their fuel production by roughly 15
percent in recent weeks compared with
last year.

Jet fuel has experienced the steepest
downturn by far, forcing refineries to
slash output by nearly half, to an aver-
age of L1 million barrels a day for the
four weeks that ended July 24 from 1.9
million a year earlier, according to the
U.S. Energy Department.

Air travel recovered a little in May
and June, but stalled in July as infec-
tions surged across the country and
OIL, PAGE 8

The Monroe Energy refinery in Trainer, Pa., bought by Delta Air Lines in 2012, when jet
fuel prices were high, lost $114 million in the second quarter. Its future appears bleak.
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LEGAL NOTICE:

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA,
CIVIL ACTION NO. 4:16-cv-00253 WTM-GRS

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION v. MEDIENT
STUDIOS, INC,, et al.,

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO
DEFENDANT MANU SANDHA KUMARAN

You have been named as a defendant in o lawsuit filed by the U.S. Secu
and Exchange Commission in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District
of Georgia. The name of the case is_SEC v. Medient Studios, Inc., Fonu2, Inc.
Manu_Kumoran, Joel A “Jake Shapiro, and Roger Miguel Givil Action
No. 4:16-CV-00253-WTM-GRS. The lawsuit against you is pending before Judge
William T. Moore, Jr. The SEC alleges that you and the other defendants violated
the antifraud, reporting and registration provisions of the federal securifies laws by
engaging in a microcap fraud. Specifically, the SEC alleges that you made numerous
false statements in press releases and public filings for Medient Studios, Inc., and
parficipated in a promissory note backdating scheme involving Medient’s stock. The
SEC seeks permanent injunctions against you prohibifing further violations of the
relevant provisions of the federal securities laws, an order barring you from serving
as a director or officer of a public company registered pursuant o Sections 12 or
15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 [15 U.S.C. § 78; § 780(d)], an order
barring you from participating in an offering of penny stock, disgorgement of ill-
gotten gains (plus prejudgment interest), and a civil penalty.

You are directed to contact W. Shawn Murnahan, Senior Trial Counsel, Secus
and Exchange Commission, 950 East Paces Ferry Road, N.E, Suite 900, Atlanta, GA
30326, USA to provide him with a valid address so that he can send you a Summons
and the Complaint for Injunciive and Other Relief. If you do not contact attorney
Murnahan within 20 days of the publication of this nofice, the SEC will be entitled
to seek entry of your default in the above-referenced case pursuant fo Fed. R. Giv.
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Opinion

What if some kids are better off at home?

For parents
like me, the
pandemic
has come
with a
revelation:
For our
children,
school was
torture.

Joanna Schroeder

In the early morning hours of Monday,
March 9, T was locked in battle with
my oldest son, Izac, then a freshman in
high school, over what felt like his
one-billionth request to skip his 7 am.
physical education class. He said he
was tired and anxious and begged for
abreak. I told him that when you
commit to something, you show up.
End of story. And 50 off he went to
school, bleary-eyed and resentful.

Four days later, all of my kids were
home, with schools closed “out of an
abundance of caution” to prevent the
spread of Covid-19. Before long, the
morning rush to get to class on time
felt like a distant memory. The pan-
demic changed everything.

One difference that became clear
within a few weeks of lockdown: My
son was happy.

Izac, my lanky, serious-faced 15-
year-old who runs cross-country and
listens to Kendrick Lamar, has
ADH.D. He's never been disruptive —
he’s more the dreamy, nose-in-a-book
type who likes a calm environment and
alimited schedule. Sadly, he’s rarely
had that. But while my husband and I
knew the pressure of a traditional
school day could be challenging for
him, we didn't realize exactly how
miserable he was.

It felt like he started breathing again
the day in-person school was canceled.
He started smiling again. This happi-
ness was profound.

‘We are not the only family experi-
encing this. Yes, students across the
country are complaining that they
" miss seeing their

As soon as friends, and many
Covid19 parents are strug-
lodkdowns gling with the unsus-
s tainable arrange-
wereputin et that is working
place, certain  from home while
pressures supervising virtual
instantly learning. But amid
lifted. all this, there’s also a

group of kids who,

whether because of

bullying, mental
health issues or simple overscheduling
and pressure, struggled at school in a
way that’s been made undeniable by
the way they’re thriving at home amid
the pandemic. Parents like me are
having to contemplate whether tradi-
tional school — a staple of American
childhood — in fact hurts our children.

Jen Foreman, a mother of four chil-
dren from 1to 19, saw an immediate
change in her 13-year-old daughter
after Michigan's classroom closings
kept her home. “Piper was thrilled to
be in charge of her own schedule, get
the sleep she needed and choose which
friends to communicate with,” Ms.
Foreman told me. Piper has been
noticeably less anxious. Her acne has
even cleared up since she started
distance learning.

One couple I spoke to, who chose to
withhold their son’s name to protect
him from further bullying, told me he
said his arm was broken when a class-
mate shoved him into a wall last fall.
They weren't surprised to see his
depression ift when he transitioned to
virtual learning and no longer had to
face his tormentors.

Olivia Hinebaugh told me she never
quite realized the extent to which her
9-year-old daughter, who is transgen-
der, was stressed by things like the
implications of using the bathroom of
her choice and unwanted questions
and comments from classmates. But
she would often come home from

school withdrawn.

“When we first started doing at-
home schooling, T noticed her sort of
take a breath,” Ms. Hinebaugh told me.
“She slept a little longer, seemed more
engaged in her interests and wanted to
talk to me more. I don’t know if we'll
ever want to go back to six- to eight-
hour school days.”

What is behind all this quiet misery
that we are now realizing was part of

ild

2020. Just one example: The brutal
world of youth athletics. “We didn't
‘grow up with travel sports that sepa-
rate wealthier families from poorer
ones and parents who, during games,
scream at each other, coaches and kids
and then brag about their child's ‘D-1’
opportunities with other parents,” Ms.
Wiseman said.

She said dynamics like this have
turned school-based programs into

daily life for ? Rosalind
Wiseman, the author of “Queen Bees &
Wannabees” and “Masterminds &
Wingmen,” books based on years of
research into the social and emotional
lives of school-age Kids, said a contrib-
uting factor might be the intense pres-
sures that come with schooling in

with adult-level pressure
on children who are often not mature
enough to handle it in a healthy way.
As soon as Covid-19 lockdowns were in
place, all of that pressure instantly
lifted.

Because of budget cuts, many public
schools find themselves jamming 27 or

‘more kids into classrooms and teach-
ers are forced to “teach to the test,”
which severely limits creativity and
often goes against how they were
taught to inspire students.

There are some children for whom
this kind of environment is more sti-
fling than enriching.

Perhaps this is what explains why
Izac’s school-related anxiety didn’t
return as I thought it might when
teachers started assigning online
work. Sure, we had some standard
ninth-grade late work and panicked
last-minute projects, but nothing at
home has rattled him the way an aver-
age day at school did.

He’s told his dad and me that even
though the medication he takes greatly

reduces the symptoms of his A.D.H.D.,
he would still struggle to concentrate
when a classroom got loud.

“Teachers at my school,” he said,
“don’t see it as a problem because the
kids are doing something positive,
laughing or singing, but it does not
have a positive effect on me, because I
can't concentrate, and it makes me
very stressed.”

On top of the boredom and frustra-
tion, social media create an ever-
present fear of doing something
“wrong” or embarrassing in school
that may be caught on video and plas-
tered across classmates’ accounts.
This is particularly true if they are, in
any way, social outliers because of
SCHROEDER, PAGE 11

Susan Rice’s diplomatic

Joe Biden

doesn’t need
a running
mate who
has shown
such poor
judgment.

Bret Stephens

Inits 2011 World Report, Human Rights
Watch noted the following about Ethi-
opiaunder the rule of Prime Minister
Meles Zenawi: The ruling party had
won parliamentary elections with 99.6
percent of the vote. Supporters of oppo-
sition parties endured months of con-
stant intimidation. Journalists and
human-rights activists had been forced
toleave the country. And hundreds of
political prisoners were “in jail and at
risk of torture and ll-treatment.”

Meles died the following year. Susan
Rice, then the Obama administrati

disagree onissues of democracy and

humanrights, she showered the de-

ceased strongman with praise. He was,
i ise,” “bi

disasters

Samantha Power. Rice claims not to
remember saying this, but admits that,
if she had, it would have been “com-

shesaid, ril-
liant” and “selfless.”

“I'suspect we all feel it deeply unfair,
tolose such a talented and vital leader
s0500n, when he still had so much more
togive,” she said.

Days later, the U.S. consulate in Ben-
ghazi was set ablaze by terrorists; four
Americans were killed; and Rice be-
came notorious for offering some factu-

pletely :
Rice waslater named assistant secre-
tary of state for African affairs during
Bill Clinton’s second term, and became
achampion for anew group of African
leaders then seen as dynamic, demo-
cratic and reform-minded: Ethiopia’s
Meles, Eritrea’s Isaias Afwerki, Rwan-
da’s Paul Kagame, Uganda’s Yoweri
Museveni. Some of these leaders did

cluster bombs on Ethiopia.”

Times’s Helene Cooper wrote in 2012,

Nearly 100,000 peop! in
the war that followed. But that wasn't
the biggest debacle. Starting in 1998,
several million people died in what
cameto be known as the second Congo
war. It began when Rwanda and
Uganda invaded the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, partly to clear out Hutu
refugees and militia who had been
behind the 1994 genocide, and partly to
gain control of Congo’s vast mineral
wealth. In C jonal testimon:

“Ms. Rice intervened towater downa
Security Council resolution that
strongly condemned the M23 for wide-
spread rape, summary executions and
recruitment of child soldiers.”

Since her relatively youthful tours of
duty in the Clinton administration, Rice
has filled higher offices and, presum-
ably, acquired more seasoned judg-
ment. It was interesting last year to see
her attack the Trump administration for

to pull troops from Syria,

al talking
the cause of the attack. That perform-
ance likely sank her chances of succeed-
ing Hillary Clinton as secretary of state.
Butit’sher overallrecordasa U.S.
diplomat in Africa that should be exam-
ined h the

p andliving standards.
Meles in particular was a staunch ally
against Islamist terrorism. Otherwise,
all became ruthless autocrats.

What followed was a succession of
African tragedies and U.S. policy fias-

Rice strenuously denied that the United
States had encouraged the invasion.
Thereis reason to be skeptical. The
former New York Times correspondent
Howard French, who covered West and
Central Africa, noted that Rice seems to

cos.In1998,a ar broke out

e
final few whom Joe Biden is considering
asarunning mate.

Until Benghazi, Rice’s record in Afri-
cawas probably best known for are-
mark she reportedly madein the early
days of the 1994 Rwandan genocide, as
the Clinton ini: ion dawdled

ambassador to the United Nations, flew
to Addis Ababato deliver a eulogy.
“Prime Minister Meles was an uncom-
‘mon leader; arare visionary, and a true
friend to me and many,” she said. While
briefly allowing that the two could

overits response. “If we use the word
‘genocide’ and are seen as doing noth-
ing, what will be the effect on the No-
vember [congressional] election?” she
asked during an interagency teleconfer-
ence, according to an account by

between Ethiopia and Eritrea. Rice and
anadministration colleague were sent
tomediate.

“What is publicly known,” according
toajudicious 2002 analysis by Peter
Rosenblum, “is that Rice announced the
terms of a plan agreed to by Ethiopia,
suggesting that Eritrea would have to
acceptit, before Isaias had given his
approval. He responded angrily, reject-
ing the plan and heaping abuse on Rice.
Soon afterward, Ethiopia bombed the
capital of Eritrea, and Eri

the view that the best U.S.
policy was to “look the other way” as
Rwandaand Uganda went to war. Rice
later consulted for Kagame’s govern-
ment when she was out of office, and
gave him diplomatic cover when she
was at the United Nations.

“After delaying for weeks the publica-
tion of a United Nations report denounc-
ing Rwanda’s support for the [Rwan-
dan-backed rebel group] M23 and
opposing any direct references to
Rwandain United Nati

given the Obama administrations own
record of nonintervention in the coun-
try. Maybe she’s more of a conservative
internationalist — or a Kissingerian
realist — than she lets on.

still, afew facts about Rice seem to
have endured. She has been a syco-
phant todespots. She has been inept in
her diplomacy. She has played politics
with human rights and played realpoli-
tik with the truth. There are potential
running mates who can broaden the
appeal of Biden's candidacy —and
protect it against attack. Rice isn’t one
of them.

Editors’ Note: Susan Rice is a contrib-
uting writer for New York Times Opin-
ion, on hiatus while Vice President Joe

ide e herasa. ible run-

and the crisis,” The

ningmate.
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Americas military shouldn’t bu ury | its past

Elliot Ackerman
Contributing Writer

Atthe end of May, German police com-
mandos arrived outside arural home
owned by a sergeant major in that coun-
try’s most elite special forces unit, the
KSK. Buried in the backyard they found
atrove of weapons, explosives and Nazi
memorabilia. In response, Germany’s
defense minister announced that she
would disband one-quarter of the unit
because of the widespread nfiltration of
far-right extremists intoits ranks. But
as several news reports have made
clean,itis suspected that the infiltration
extends far beyond a single segment of
the KSK.

Beinga soldier in Germany has long
beena fraught proposition given the
stain of its Nazi past, a history that, like
the explosives in the sergeant major’s
garden, the government has been at-
tempting to bury for decades.

Like the American military, the Ger-
man Bundeswehr is an all-volunteer
force, with conscription having ended in
2011; that, combined with the public
disapproval of Germany’s participation
inthe war in Afghanistan and an in-
creasing number of other commitments
abroad, has created a widening civil-
military divide, much like the one that
exists in the United States.

Unlike the American military, though,
the Bundeswehr is in many ways an
ahistoric organization, officially cut off
fromits complicated past. The accept-
able history of the German military is
codified in the Bundeswehr by its “Tra-
ditionserlass” (“tradition decree”). In
that document (first enacted in 1965; a
new one was issued in 2018), the current
army purges its Wehrmacht past and
tracesits lineage instead to dissident
officers who attempted to assassinate
Hitler in the failed July 1944 Stauffen-
berg plot.

Given the enormity of the Nazis’
crimes, Germany’s disavowal asit
attempted to reestablish its military
after World War I1is understandable.
Butthe KSK revelations raise the possi-
bility thatin scrubbing ts military’s
history, the government failed to con-
front its past, but rather buried it, and in
doing so, left that history — one easily

German soldiers praying during a ceremony in front of the Reichstag building in Berlin.

with chapters of its own past — from the
genocide of Indigenous people that
enabled the settling of the continent, to
our Civil War and beyond —and I be-
lieve that Germany now offers a cau-
tionary example of what can happen
when anation buries s past too deeply.
Iworry that if the U.S. military sets tself
toostridently against ts complex his-
tory, it might unleash

cerlearns about Lee. We learn about the
Battle of Chancellorsville when, in May
0f1863, Lee made the audacious deci-
sion to'split his army and goon the
offense against a force twice its size and
subsequently routed the Union Army in
avictory that became known as “Lee’s
Miracle.” We also learn how two months
later, at Gettysburg, Lee’s same offen-
sive spiritand blind faith in his soldiers’

HANNIBAL HANSCHKEREUTERS

osition in a profession where your job is
tounderstand and anticipate your
enemy’s actions. Learning to think like a
Confederate,a Nazi or acard-carrying
member of Al Qaeda requires a psycho-
logical empathy and academic rigor to
which “safe spaces” and “trigger warn-
ings” are anathema. Even if removed
from military curriculums, Lee’s story
and many like it will continue to be

ideological bigotry.

Much of what Ilearned about Ger-
many’s military I learned in the context
ofthe U.S. military. It should go without
saying that this appreciation wasn’t
ideological but tactical. In various mili-
tary schools and courses, my instruc-
tors assigned arange of military strat-
egists: from the Prussian general and
military theorist Carl von Clausewitz,
who foughtin the Napoleonic Wars and
‘wrote the seminal text “On War” (“War
is the continuation of politics by other
means,” he famously said), to U.S. Adm.
‘William McRaven, whose first book
featured the Wehrmacht’s 1940 com-
mandoraid on the Belgian fort Eben
Emael asa case study to demonstrate
principles we'd later use on raidsin Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Although Germany’s airbrushed
narrative has granted its military an
acceptable place in society, some histo-
rians believe it has helped foster the
current far-right extremism inits ranks.
1Ispoke with Klaus Schmider, a senior
lecturer at the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst, who believes that the Ger-
man government has “brought the
current crisis on themselves by refusing
togive German soldiers a positive
self-image as soldiers.” To be a soldier in
Germany, he said, one must “repeat a
mantra how beinga soldier isn't really
beingawarrior”

When think of Americas compli-
cated past — Confederate or otherwise
— Iprefer toassociate those symbols
withits dead-enders.

Iwould much rather see the “Stars
and Bars” flown in a backwater by one
ofthose brittle souls being left behind by
apluralistic, inclusive America, rather
than unfurled in abasement one night
10,20 or 30 years in the future by a
group of active-duty, if disaffected,
SEALSs, Rangers or Marines who've
appropriated it as their own. The former
would be troublesome, but the latter
would be a threat to our republic.

History teaches us that civil-military
divideslike those that exist in the
United States and Germany can become

The German  Similarly malicious  abilities led him to order Pickett’s sought out and learned. But future
military’s forces. Charge, his greatest strategicblunder,  tactical disciples who find Lee outside of
infiltearion Iwelcomemanyof  onethatcosthimthebattleand,some  astructured education risk omitting his
n ! the measuresbeing  say, the war. Our instr this  failings. We want soldiers tolearn
by far-right taken to more fully history as an example of how a com- Gettysburg and Chancellorsville. To
extremists render that history mander’s attributes canbe astrengthin  learn the brilliance and the failure.
should be proposalstoredesig-  one case and a liability in another. We Thatis what inGerman
a warning. nate bases named studied Lee tounderstandthehuman ~ military units like the KSK, where Nazis
ater Confederate element that, with allits attendant likethe brash Oto Skorzeny —wholed
asthe d isomni-  oneofthemost
Marine Corps has done, banning the presentin war. You cannot understand  missions ofalltime, therescucof Benito
display of the C lagonbase.  warb onlyits moral Mussolini, and an attempt to capture the
ButIam convinced thatamuchbroader  exemplars. Yugoslavian dictator Marshal Tito —

erasure of controversial figures and

— vulnerable
by radicals, unchecked by the sort of
moral framework that the full, open
engagement of a society can provide.
America’s military is now reckoning

ters of American military history
would be amistake.

‘Take Robert E. Lee, the Confederate
general and former superintendent of
West Point. Every young military offi-

Suppose we cast Lee’s story outside
the pantheon of American military
history,following the German model?
Whatif we focused solely on the military
leaders who fought for causes of which

fertile soil for grievance. The seeds of
discontent existin the pasts of both
countries. Butit is best to leave those
seeds scattered on the surface, where
they can be picked at and disregarded,
instead of buried deep n the earth,

remain unclaimed by the
and are venerated as spiritual fathers
by the far right in unofficial, secretive

where they take root,
breaking ground in twisted, unexpected
ways.

meetingsrife with Nazi
rather than studied with clear underr
ings of both tactical

ELLIOT ACKERMAN is an author and a
Jformer Marine and intelligence officer.

OPINION

Better off
at home

SCHROEDER, FROM PAGE 9
their race, disability, gender identity,
sexual orientation or neurodivergence.

Lisa Kaplin, a psychologist, told me
the kind of anxiety caused by this level
of social pressure can be debilitating
for children, seriously impairing their
ability to learn.

“It would be like trying to memorize
something in the middle of a construc-
tion zone,” she said.

During quarantine, Izac hasn't just
finished schoolwork with more ease —
he’s dived into hobbies and subjects
he’s actually interested in: mountain
biking, cooking and practicing archery
at the local outdoor range. He even
makes his own pizza crusts and sauces
from seratch.

It's been painful for my husband and
me to realize that in the years leading
up to this pandemic, he was driven to
exhaustion every day. But, we thought,
doesn’t everyone hate school from time
to time? Isn't every teenager tired? So
we nudged him back onto the hamster
wheel, assuming that was the alterna-
tive to becoming “helicopter parents”
who cushion and coddle their kids into
lifelong dependency.

We never questioned whether we
were pushing him into suffering. Now
we have to ask: Will we do it again
when his school reopens?

Of course, the ability to explore this
question is itself a privilege. Home-
schooling is off the table for many
working parents, single parents and
those whose children have disabilities.
Adiba Nelson's 11-year-old daughter,
Emory, who has cerebral palsy, uses a
wheelchair and relies on a specialized
tablet for communication.

Ms. Nelson knows that Emory is
missing out on social and academic
lessons that are hard to replicate at

‘When I asked Emory if she liked
being out of school, she gave me an
emphatic thumbs down.

But those of us whose children are
thriving outside the classroom and
who are lucky enough to have the time
and resources to contemplate home-
schooling have difficult decisions to
make.

When there’s a vaccine or herd
immunity, things will eventually return
to “normal>” But for our children, was
normal wrong all along?

JOANNA SCHROEDER is an editor at Your-
Tango, a website about relationships.

Not stopping for our sick president

BARBARA, FROM PAGE 1
testing system is far from excellent.)
Since early June, we’ve been consi
tently reporting the world’s highest
number of daily Covid-19 deaths, hov-
ering around 1,000. In five months, we
haven't seen a downward trend in
Covid-19 deaths.

“Brazil is still very much in the
middle of this fight,” the World Health
Organization’s top emergency expert
said on July 17. We don't need to worry
about a second wave, after all: We're
still stuck in the first one, a relentless
flood that drowns a thousand people
each day.

‘Throughout, Mr. Bolsonaro has been
indifferent, even hostile, to people’s
suffering. When a reporter confronted
the president with the country’s stag-
gering death toll months ago, he re-
sponded: “So what? I'm sorry. What do
you want me to do?”

So it felt appropriate that he'd expe-
rience what so many have endured
under his watch: a brush with the
virus. Even so, the reaction among
Brazilians was mixed. Some wished
the president strength; others did the
same for the virus. But it seemed most
of us, in chronically

Mostofus, despondent moods,
were indifferent to
in chronically ! !
i the news. For nearly
espondent —ypyree weeks, Mr.

moods, were
indifferent to
the news.

Bolsonaro was quar-
antined in the presi-
dential residence —
apretty dismal form
of comeuppance, I
felt, that left him still in power.

It's not as if the president’s absence
mattered much: Around the country,
the number of cases and deaths contin-
ued to mount. Mr. Bolsonaro never
even apologized for not wearing a

President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil on July 25 in Brasilia, after a motorcycle ride and
announcement that he was no longer sick with Covid-19.

‘mask or ignoring social-distancing
measures in the days before he be-
came symptomatic — acting as a ma-
jor vector of transmission. He couldn’t
care less. During his quarantine, he
appeared in a photo offering hydroxy-
chloroguine to an emu in his garden, as
if everything was a joke.

On July 25, in the fourth test since he
was infected, Mr. Bolsonaro tested
negative. “I didn't feel anything from
the beginning,” he bragged to his sup-
porters. He credited his recovery to the
use of hydroxychloroquine, though
scientists have found no evidence the
drug works on Covid-19 patients. Days
later, he felt weak and started taking
antibiotics for a lung infection. Right
now, he's apparently fine. And that’s
that. The experience hasn’t taught him
anything or brought any conse-

que
T miseed allthis.  was too busy
cooking and cleaning and caring for
my daughter. July was a big month for
her: She peed for the first time on the
potty and finally switched from bottle
to cup. There were other developments
to keep me occupied. My husband and
1 finally installed blackout curtains in
the bedrooms to keep the cold air out
(yes, it's winter here, on top of every-
thing) and took down Christmas lights
from our balcony (no kidding). When I
finally opened the door to pick up the
magazine, my daughter tried to flee.
It’s hard to focus on the world out-
side. Instead, as days turn to months
and exhaustion becomes the new
norma, we ling (o the promise of a
At least there’s a bright side to
being 5o busy with unending chores
and having the door always shut: We
don’t have time to mourn anything. We
just keep on going.

VANESSA BARBARA is the editor of the

literary website A Hortalica and the
author of two novels and two nonfiction
books in Portuguese.

When Covid doesn’t go away

DOUTHAT, FROM PAGE 10
Chinese tinctures, or lying on a chiro-
practor’s table with magnets placed
strategically around your body, or
listening to an “Anti-Coronavirus Fre-
quency” on Spotify, and you think, how
did I end up here?, know that you
aren't alone, and you aren't being
irrational. The irrational thing is to be
sick, to have no official treatment
available, and to fear the outré or
strange more than you fear the perma-
nence of your disease.

THE INTERNET IS YOUR FRIEND. For

experimental purposes, that is. My
profession is obsessed, understand-
ably, with the dangers of online Covid
misinformation. But the internet also
creates communities of shared medical
experience, where you can sift testi-
monies from fellow sufferers who have
tried different approaches, different
doctors, different regimens. For now,
that kind of collective offers a crowd-
sourced empiricism, an imperfect but
still evidence-based guide to treatment
possibilities. Use it carefully, but use it.
ASK GOD TO HELP YOU. And keep asking

when He doesn’t seem to answer. I
mean this very seriously.

‘You can get better. I said earlier that
my own illness is still with me five
years later. But not in anything like the
same way. I was wrecked, destroyed,
despairing.

Now I'm better, substantially better
— and I believe that with enough time
and experimentation, I will actually be
well.

That belief is essential. Hold on to it.
In the long haul, it may see you
through.
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Running mate matters

If the Democratic leaders on the ticket learn
from each other, they can find a way to win
resumptive U.S. Democratic nominee and former
Pvicc-l’residcnl Joe Biden has picked Kamala Har-
ris, Senator from California of Indian descent, as
his vice-presidential running mate, a fillip to his party’s
connect with African-Americans, the Indian-American
community, women and its core base of mainstream
liberals. Ms. Harris — her late mother and cancer re-
searcher Shyamala Gopalan hailed from a Chennai-
based family, and Jamaican father Donald Harris, a re-
tired Stanford professor — made a name for herself as a
tough lawyer, politically ambitious enough to throw her
hat in the ring as a Biden challenger in the Democratic
primaries. In a close parallel to former President Ba-
rack Obama picking his Democratic primaries rival Hil-
lary Clinton for Secretary of State, Mr. Biden chose Ms.
Harris from amidst a cohort of strong candidates, in-
cluding former NSA Susan Rice and Senator from Mas-
sachusetts Elizabeth Warren. In picking Ms. Harris, Mr.
Biden has consolidated his position at the helm of the
Democratic Party mainstream, ensuring a convergence
of views with his vice-presidential nominee on race re-
lations, policing and criminal justice reform, immigra-
tion, the health-care insurance industry and education
policy. The timing of her selection could not be better —
as an outspoken leader on racism and a woman of co-
lour, the symbolism of Mr. Biden picking her will offer
hope to many, including ‘Black Lives Matter’ activists.
Ms. Harris will not only bring to the Biden ticket her
broad appeal across the Democratic spectrum, but at
55, will help tip the overall age profile of a potential fu-
ture Democratic White House in the right direction. Ho-
wever, if her 2020 presidential campaign was indica-
tive, she will need to up her game on critical talking
points including her record as a prosecutor in her home
State, and on specifics regarding the complex question
of health-care reform. More broadly, she and Mr. Biden
will have to be prepared for an unusual campaign end-
game scenario, with less than three months before
Election Day and the COVID-19 pandemic slashing a
swathe of economic misery. Will they be able to go
beyond the standard Democratic campaign playbook
and adroitly craft a fresh approach to take on a political-
ly weakened President Trump, who will nevertheless
likely come out guns blazing? Have they pondered the
deep lessons of Ms. Clinton’s loss to Mr. Trump in 2016
and come up with robust ideas to alleviate the econom-
ic pain of working-class Americans perceived to be the
result of policies supporting globalisation and immigra-
tion? Will she be able to go toe-to-toe with incumbent
Vice-President Mike Pence and yet avoid alienating in-
dependent and undecided voters? If the two Democrat-
ic leaders on the ticket learn from each other, there is a
chance that they might arrive at a winning formula.

Mayhem in Minsk

Belarus is at the crossroads after a disputed
election triggered protests and violence
Belarus has seen dramatic political developments

over the past few days. First, the Election Com-

mission announced that longterm President
Alexander Lukashenko was the winner of Sunday’s
election. His main rival, Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, reject-
ed the results and called for a recount. Protests broke
out in the capital, Minsk, which was met with a violent
security crackdown. At least 2,000 people were de-
tained and dozens injured. Then, as the country was
slipping into chaos and anarchy, she fled to neighbour-
ing Lithuania, saying she made “a very difficult deci-
sion”. But her campaign committee has said that it
would continue to support the protests against the
“election fraud”. This was the hardest fought election
in Belarus, a former Soviet republic, since the USSR’s
disintegration. There has been widespread anger
against the government over a stagnant economy. Mr.
Lukashenko, often touted as Europe’s last dictator, had
cracked down on the Opposition even before the elec-
tion. Ms. Tikhanovskaya entered the race after her hus-
band and a popular YouTuber, Sergei Tikhanovsky,
who was to contest against Mr. Lukashenko, was de-
tained and barred from contesting for allegedly inciting
unrest. Throughout the campaigning and the election,
the Opposition accused the government of intimida-
tion, cracking down on journalists and activists, and
prohibiting independent observers. All these raised
doubts about the fairness of the election.

Itis too early to say if Ms. Tikhanovskaya’s departure
would remove the hurdles Mr. Lukashenko faces in ex-
tending his term further. If the protests questioning the
legitimacy of his presidency continue, at a time of grow-
ing economic troubles, it could substantially weaken
him. The crisis has already derailed his plans for a stra-
tegic realignment in Eastern Europe. In recent years,
Belarus, a geopolitical ally of Russia with cultural links,
has shown a willingness to work closer with the West.
His bet was to raise the strategic profile of his lan-
dlocked country at a time when the contest for in-
fluence in Eastern Europe between Moscow and Wash-
ington was hotting up. But many western countries
have condemned the handling of the election and the
protests, and called for a peaceful settlement. Moscow
immediately sensed an opportunity to cement ties with
Belarus, which is an important transit route of Russian
gas to Europe as well as a buffer between Russia and Eu-
ropean powers. Mr. Lukashenko has nowhere to turn to
other than Moscow. He has to decide whether he wants
to extend his 26-year reign at any cost or ensure the for-
mation of a legitimate government that could address
the country’s vital problems. If he chooses the last, he
has to rein in the police, reach out to the Opposition
and offer talks to find a peaceful settlement to the crisis.
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Stop the dismantling of environmental rules

The government has a social obligation to protect the environment; it must withdraw the Draft EIA 2020 Notification

i%t

SONIA GANDHI

he Sanskrit words, ‘Prakriti
TRakshati Rakshita', greet vis-

itors at the Indira Paryava-
ran Bhawan, the home of the Mi-
nistry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, (MOEF&CC). They
mean ‘nature protects, if she is
protected’. This ancient Indic wis-
dom inspired Indira Gandhi
throughout her life, as referenced
in many of her letters and files.
She shared a deep kinship with na-
ture. She was also cognisant that
the environment cannot be pro-
tected without eradicating pover-
ty. The origins and spread of the
global novel coronavirus pandem-
icand its catastrophic impact are a
warning to the entire world. The
protection of the environment
must go hand in hand with pro-
moting public health and access to
dignified livelihoods for all.

Erosion of the framework
India with its rich biodiversity and
widespread inequality must espe-
cially pay heed now. Our nation
has all too often sacrificed the en-
vironment and the rights of our
people while chasing the chimera
of unbridled economic growth. Of
course, progress requires trade-
offs, but there must always be
boundaries that cannot be trans-
gressed But over the past six

s, the government has
lhough(less]y or worse, with in-
tent — eroded our environmental
protection framework. The bien-
nial global Environmental Perfor-
mance Index report has consis-
tently put India at the bottom of its
rankings. We were an alarming
177th out of 180 countries in 2018,
faring badly on virtually all indica-
tors — environmental health poli-
cy, biodiversity and habitat, air
and water pollution and climate
change.

More than a vaccine, it is about vaccination

The pandemic should have
made the government reflect and
reconsider its environmental and
public health governance. Instead,
the Ministry is handing out clea-
rances during the lockdown with-
out proper public consultations.
The announcement of coal auc-
tions by the Prime Minister in pre-
viously declared ‘no go’ areas, sig-
nals that the government is in no
mood to course-correct. The dis-
astrous Draft Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA), 2020 Noti-
fication, which among other
provisions, gives a clean chit to
polluters violating environmental
regulations through ex-post facto
approvals, will unleash unprece-
dented  devastation on our
environment.

Opaque reviews
It was apparent that a Narendra
Modi-led Bharatiya Janata Party
government would be destructive
to India’s environment going by
Mr. Modi's track record in Gujarat
as Chief Minister. During the 2014
election campaign, Mr. Modi slan-
dered the United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) government and the
Environment Ministry for being an
impediment to the nation’s
growth. From the very start, the
government  has desperately
sought to project an image of ‘Ease
of Doing Business’ to the world,
mindless of consequences. It
formed multiple committees, di-
luted laws and regulations across
the board, and opened up vast
tracts of forest land to a select few
in the private sector.

In 2014, the T.S.R. Subramanian
Committee was set up to review
six major environmental laws.
Another committee was formed to
amend the Coastal Regulation
Zone (CRZ), 2011 Notification.
Both faced immense criticism for
opacity and not consulting a wide
range of stakeholders. The TSR
Committee Report was never re-
leased, but some of its recommen-
dations were surreptitiously im-
plemented. On similar lines, the
2018 CRZ Notification was rejected
by the National Fishworkers Fo-

N

rum and other stakeholders, for
threatening the livelihoods of fish-
ing communities and destroying
coastal ecology along India’s
7,500-km long coastline. These
communities ~ contribute more
than 250,000 crore annually to
the Indian economy. They are se-
verely impacted by climate change
and natural disasters and are left
to fend for themselves by the go-
vernment. Likewise, the National
Board for Wildlife, the Forest Advi-
sory Committee and Expert Ap-
praisal Committees are approving
projects in and around protected
wildlife areas without following
due process.

The North Indian plains and the
National Capital Region are en-
gulfed in a smog year

that well-defined land rights to for-
est dwellers are beneficial for both
marginalised populations and the
environment. The twisted inter-
pretation and shoddy implemen-
tation of the FRA, 2006, has led to
Adivasis and forest-dwelling com-
munities being harassed by the
Forest Department. Their legal
claims to land are buried in bu-
reaucracy. The FRA link to project
approvals has been abandoned in
practice, and the curtailment or
elimination of public hearings
means that civil society and inde-
pendent or concerned voices are
muzzled.

Indira Gandhi had once said
that forest development corpora-
tions had become forest destruc-
tion corporations. The veracity of
her observation is borne out by
several proposals or actions that
militate against the interests of for-
est dwellers.

For example, there is a proposal
to overhaul the colonial Indian
Forest Act, 1927 to give enhanced
policing and quasijudicial powers
of the forest officials. It gives forest
officials powers to use firearms
with unjustified levels of immunity
from prosecution. Earlier, the
C ion Fund

after year. According to a study in
the British journal, The Lancet,
12.4 lakh deaths i.e. 12.5% of all
deaths in India in 2017, could be at-
tributed to air pollution. Yet, there
has been no concerted action to
address this public health emer-
gency. Instead of stringent mea-
sures to control emissions from
thermal power plants, the govern-
ment extended deadlines for com-
pliance and has made a U-turn on
clean coal.

Attack on Adivasis

The government’s greatest assault
has been reserved for the land and
the rights of Adivasis and other
traditional forest dwellers. The
historic Forest Rights Act (FRA),
2006 was passed by the UPA go-
vernment to undo centuries of in-
justice. Our deep cultural tradi-
tions as well as experience from all
over the world have demonstrated

Act, 2016 was passed by the go-
vernment in both Houses of Parlia-
ment, ignoring the Opposition
which pointed out that it bypasses
the FRA, 2006, and disempowers
Adivasis, forest dwellers and gram
sabhas.

Promote public health
In the name of reforms, the go-
vernment rolled out the red carpet
for crony capitalists, systematical-
ly disenfranchised the marginal-
ised and vulnerable populations,
and abandoned its responsibility
to both domestic and international
commitments on climate change
and environmental protection.
This is a completely wrong way to
go about things.

The government should recog-
nise it has a social obligation to
protect the environment and pro-
mote public health. India’s envi-
ronmental protection framework

is not a regulatory burden and the
government must incentivise in-
dustry to shift its mindset from
clearances to compliance. The Mi-
cro, Small and Medium Enterpris-
es (MSME) sector must be subsi-
dised to follow green norms.
Nobody denies that India needs a
modern EIA framework. But it
must be based on best available
scientific knowledge, enhanced
public participation and regular
social audits. The concept of cum-
ulative impacts of projects in a re-
gion or ecology — on the Ganga,
for example, must be adopted.
You cannot have ‘Nirmal Ganga’
without ‘Aviral Ganga’.

India as a green hub

Simply put, the government must
stop dismantling India’s environ-
mental regulations. An essential
first step is to withdraw the Draft
EIA 2020 Notification. What is es-
sential is widespread public con-
sultation to shape a national agen-
da that will place India at the
forefront of the battle against glo-
bal warming and pandemics. We
have an incredible opportunity to
reset our economy and demon-
strate leadership to the world with
a growth strategy that transforms
India into a green manufacturing
hub. The erstwhile Planning Com-
mission’s expert group report on
low carbon growth strategy and
the many suggestions in the 2019
Congress Manifesto can be a start-
ing point. In times of mass reverse
migration, environment protec-
tion through public works pro-
grammes including afforestation
and watershed development, can
be turned into a grass-roots move-
ment involving youth, women,
communities, gram sabhas and
non-governmental organisations.
Indira Gandhi was the first major
world leader to recognise the envi-
ronmental crisis confronting the
world in Stockholm in June 1972.
Can India once again rise to the
greatest challenges of the 2ist
century?

Sonia Gandhi is the President of the
Indian National Congress

As a COVID-19 vaccine is for all age groups, putting in place an innovative delivery platform in time is a must

T. JACOB JOHN & M.S. SESHADRI

veryone eagerly asks: will we
Egel a COVID-19 vaccine this
year or only next year? Dur-
ing a pandemic, expecting va
cines the same year or the next, il-
Iustrates the power of technology,
human hope, media hype — all at
unprecedented frenzy.

‘Where India stands

Globally, innumerable vaccine
trials are progressing; in India,
two candidates have advanced
considerably. An inactivated coro-
navirus vaccine was created by
Hyderabad’s Bharat Biotech. It is
safe and immunogenic (stimulates
anti-coronavirus antibody) in labo-
ratory animals and humans, to be
re-confirmed in a phase 2 trial;
phase 3 will assess the vaccine’s
safety and protective efficacy
against COVID-19.

Pune’s Serum Institute of India
(SID) is testing Oxford University-
AstraZeneca’s vaccine using a Tro-
jan horse approach - spiking
chimpanzee adenovirus type 5
with coronavirus spike glycopro-
tein genes. When injected, adeno-
viruses are detected and devoured
by immune system cells patrolling
for invading microbes. The smug-
gled genes force these cells to syn-
thesise and spew out spike protein
that is immunogenic. This adeno-
virus is harmless in humans. The
SIl is ready to upscale production
after regulatory clearances in the
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No gap

United Kingdom and India.

Both company-owners have in-
vested heavily, without extramural
research support, or advance pur-
chase contract by the government.
Both seem to have the best inter-
ests of fellow Indians first in their
hearts; profit comes second. Risks
are a part of the game. Neither
company has all its eggs in one
basket — confidence in their flag-
ship antigens is not absolute, both
are pursuing alternate vaccine
candidates also.

Some wealthy nations made bi-
lateral financial agreements with
‘manufacturers in order to hog vac-
cines. Such vaccine nationalism is
‘measles of the world’, borrowing
the phrase from Einstein. Global
public good should not be hi-
jacked by wealthy nations. Gavi,
the global vaccine alliance, creat-
ed COVAX — a funding facility to
ensure up-scaling vaccine produc-
tion and its access to low income
countries as soon as regulatory ap-
provals emerge. COVAX will sup-
port the SII with funds to bring
down selling-price to $3 per dose.

With good news on supply side,
‘what about the delivery side? In-
dia’s Universal Immunisation Pro-
gramme is a vaccine-delivery plat-
form for children and pregnant
women, funded by the central go-
vernment but implemented by
State governments. However, the
COVID-19 vaccine is for all age
groups, necessitating an innova-
tive platform, prioritised on the
basis of need.

Define policy for clarity
The first step is policy definition
leading to a plan of action blue-
print. The time to create them is
now — it costs nothing, but will

of the

some
As a nation where many
languages are spoken, it is
impractical to expect all
citizens to know Hindi nor
should the language be
linked to a misplaced
enthusiasm for Hindi. Now

local language of the area of
posting or at least training
in the basics of the
language concerned should
be posted in non-Hindi
speaking States. The CISF
also needs to ensure its

GETTY IMAGES

groups especially for those
working in the IT sector
where a large migrant
population is employed. I
am sure similar institutions
exist in Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal or Maharashtra, The
government talks of a three-
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save time when a vaccine becomes
available.

Policy emerges from objective
(s) for vaccine use in individuals
and community. Priority for indi-
vidual need is to protect those at
high risk of death (senior citizens
and those with medical co-mor-
bidities) and front-line workers
who expose themselves to infec-
tion while providing health care.
Children may be vaccinated before
schools reopen to protect them
and prevent infection from being
carried home.

Vaccine availability will be limit-
ed at first, when we must ensure
that those on the priority list re-
ceive it. Those who already had
COVID-19 or novel coronavirus in-
fection require no vaccination; but
how can we ascertain that? Past
COVID-19 or infection cannot be
readily identified unless we track
archival information of all labora-
tory tests and medical records. In-
formation should be made availa-
ble to the individual and the
health management system, for
which computerised data are criti-
cal. A nationwide database with
unique identification details alrea-
dy exists, a valuable resource to
identify those who need not be
vaccinated.

Identifying past asymptomatic

Sputnik V

At this critical time, when
scientists the world over are
working day and night to
develop the most effective
vaccines for COVID-19, it is
difficult to understand why
some scientists seem so

infections requires systematic
screening for IgG antibody. Anti-
body positives need not be vacci-
nated (no harm if vaccinated). All
data should be saved permanently.
Area-wise estimates of the num-

Vaccine trials document the ab-
sence of serious side effects. Minor
and inconsequential reactions are
self-limiting fever, pain and swell-
ing at the injection site. As it would
be a new vaccine, all side effects

bers who need
priority basis are necessary. Now
is the time for State governments
to capture all such data.

A community’s need for vacci-
nation is two-fold. All those who
must rebuild essential activities,
i.e. economic, educational, trade,
transport, sociocultural and reli-
gious, must be protected. A more
ambitious aim is to break the novel
coronavirus  transmission and
eradicate the disease altogether.
With India’s notable representa-
tion in decision-making bodies of
the World Health Organization, In-
diais uniquely positioned to play a
crucial role in advocating global
eradication of COVID-19.

Getting a plan ready
We need a vaccine-delivery plat-
form to fulfil all such needs. A
practical method is vaccination
camps, supervised by a medical
officer, staffed by health manage-
ment and local government, and
having the list of people who need
vaccination. Information should
be updated regularly, deleting
those who got infected recently.
Enumeration and registration of
eligible persons can be started
now. Vaccination by appointments
will ensure that vaccination is
without overcrowding and with
‘minimum waiting time. Post-injec-
tion, vaccinated subjects should
‘wait for half-an-hour in case of im-
mediate side effects; emergency
drugs to tackle side effects should
be readily available.

the global scientific

A.MoHAN,
Chennai

India’s steel frame

community needs to come
together as one. The world
is waiting for a vaccine.

must be for first and
second doses; medical events dur-
ing the month following each dose
must be captured through phone
calls, and analysed to check full sa-
fety of the vaccine.

Phase 3 trial is usually in
healthy volunteers, hence efficacy
and safety profile in others will not
be available when a vaccine is
rolled out. However, senior citi-
zens and those with co-morbidi-
ties must be vaccinated by/on
priority. Some countries require
that a proportion of volunteers
should be the elderly and the vul-
nerable. In India, careful docu-
mentation of all side effects in all
individuals, senior citizens, those
with co-morbidities, and children
must supplement trial data on vac-
cine safety. This ‘post-marketing
surveillance’ must be built into the
vaccine roll-out.

‘The vaccine regulatory agency
should take a call on the special
question of vaccine safety during
pregnancy. One vaccine is an inac-
tivated virus and the second is a
live virus but non-infectious. Both
‘may be assumed to be safe; yet sa-
fety in pregnancy must be ascer-
tained in bridge studies that must
be conducted as soon s possible.

. Jacob John s retired Professor of
Clinical Virology, CMC Vellore, and Past
President, Indian Academy of Pediatrics.
M.S. Seshadri i retired Professor of
Medical Endocrinology, CMC Vellore,
and, Medical Director, Thirumalai
Mission Hospital, Ranipet, Tamil Nadu

oread more eters
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bureaucrats would
definitely pass the test of
ethics, public probity, being
unyielding to undue
political pressure and
upholding principles. There
are numerous anecdotes of

that the CISF is making
changes after the incident

personnel have some
customer skills. There are

language formula but often
in practice it is two

very cynical when it comes
to Russia and its ‘Sputnik V*

While it may be true that

the older batches of civil older generation civil

at Chennai airport recently  many voluntary groups languages to the vaccine. Of course, all the servants would find it servants calling a spade a
(Page 1, “CISF to deploy willing to teach the basics  disadvantage of the local mandated vaccine difficult now in passug the  spade. Transfers and being
personnel with ‘working of alocal language, often language. Learning another  protocols would have tobe  coveted current civil shunted to lesser-known
knowledge of local free of cost. There are language is always a gone through, like any services exammauon, posts did not deter them.
language’ at airports”, voluntary organisationsin  benefit. other nation, before the (Editorial page, “The main Bt is it possible now?
August 12), the forcemust  Bengaluru teaching H.N. RAMAKRISHNA, final approvals. However, bricks to use in India’s steel ¢ Racravan,
ensure that personnel with  Kannada to non-Kannada Bengaluru this is also the time when frame”, August 10), veteran ~ Chennai
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How the tiger can regain its stripes

Tiger conservation needs a reboot to match the scale of India’s aspirations in other domains

K. ULLAS KARANTH

On International Tiger Day, July 29,
authorities proudly declared that In-
dia should “celebrate” the increase
in tigers from about 2,000 in 1970 to
about 3,000 now. This is an annual
growth rate lower than 1% after 50
years of incredible, sometimes he-
roic, efforts. Clearly, India has done
better than other tiger range coun-
tries, but at what cost and what effi-
ciency needs deeper scrutiny.

On the same day, a functionary of
the Delhi-based Global Tiger Forum
admonished us not to aspire, ever, to
have more than 3,500 wild tigers. In
a country with such an expansive
land base, a robust economic foun-
dation, and a rapidly urbanising edu-
cated population cheering for the tig-
er, this dismal projection cannot be
our vision. Even a back-of-the-enve-
lope calculation can show that India
has the potential to hold 10,000 to
15,000 wild tigers. What is lacking is
a pragmatic plan to get to that goal.

In contrast to the above dismal
scenario, I can report what I wit-
nessed in the Malenad landscape of
about 25,000 sq km in Karnataka.
Field observations over 50 years and
research suggest that there were only
around 70 tigers in this landscape in
the early 1970s. 1 had feared they
would all be gone soon. The substan-
tial increase of tigers that followed,
against all odds, was due to the work
of dedicated foresters and conserva-
tionists under the leadership of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. There
are now about 400 wild tigers in Ma-
lenad. My own estimates, based on
long-term research, show that the
Malenad forests can potentially har-
bour about 1,300 cats. Clearly my ex-
perience is at odds with the current
bureaucratic projections.

Mission drift in tiger protection

‘Two legal instruments that enabled
tiger recoveries in India were the Wil-
dlife Protection Act of 1972 and the
Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980,
which reinforced Project Tiger. The
political leadership and field efforts
behind this recovery had to over-
come very difficult social challenges:

July 29,2019, +k.r. DeeraK

slow growth of the economy, exces-
sive reliance on forest exploitation
for livelihoods and government reve-
nues, dire poverty, and protein de-
pendency on wild meat that drove
massive local hunting. These chal-
lenges were overcome and tiger re-
coveries occurred, but only sporadi-
cally in a few reserves.

Around 2000, things began to
change. There was a decline in polit-
ical commitment to conservation
and the gradual transition of the
field-oriented Forest Department to
one whose primary aspiration was to
be like the multitasking Indian Admi-
nistrative Service. This was followed
by unnecessary and massive borrow-
ings from the Global Environment
Facility-World Bank combine to
create new models for tiger recovery.
Some of us conservationists, includ-
ing Valmik Thapar and the late San-
joy Debroy, wrote to the World Bank
to abandon the proposed eco-deve-
lopment model, but to no avail.

This mission drift in tiger protec-
tion overlapped with the upsurge of
emancipatory political movements
for the release of wildlife habitats for
cultivation and exploitation by loose-
ly defined “forest-dwellers”. This po-
pulist movement led to the imple-
‘mentation of the Forest Rights Act of
2006, which has turned into an
open-ended process of forest conver-
sion even within wildlife reserves.
Impacts on tiger habitats have been
severe.

At the end of the 20th century, ac-
companying these broader social
changes, personnel changes too
played a part in weakening tiger con-
servation. When Prime Minister Atal

A self-reliant foreign policy

In a multipolar world order, this means having
variable combinations with like-minded partners

SREERAM CHAULIA

Self-reliance is the theme of India’s
74th Independence Day. This con-
cept is commonly associated with the
economy and production of key
goods and services within the coun-
try in light of the global ‘supply
shock’ caused by the pandemic. But
it also has a parallel dimension in the
domain of foreign policy. If the dom-
estic goal is to reduce dependence on
imports for critical commodities, the
foreign policy corollary is to recali-
brate the time-tested axiom of ‘stra-
tegic autonomy’.

India has historically prided itself
as an independent developing coun-
try which does not take orders from
or succumb to pressure from great
powers. Whether the world order
was bipolar (1947 to 1991), unipolar
(1991 to 2008, when the U.S. entered
a long cycle of economic crises and
China caught up with it in overall
power), or multipolar (present
times), the need for autonomy in
making foreign policy choices has re-
mained constant.

Showing flexibility
Yet, strategic autonomy has often
been adjusted in India’s history as
per the changing milieu. In moments
of crisis, India has reinterpreted free-
dom and shown flexibility for surviv-
al. During the 1962 war with China,
the high priest of non-alignment,
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
had to appeal to the U.S. for emer-
gency military aid to stave off the Chi-
nese from “taking over the whole of
Eastern India.” In the build-up to the
1971 war with Pakistan, Prime Minis-
ter Indira Gandhi had to enter a Trea-
ty of Peace, Friendship and Coopera-
tion with the Soviet Union to ward off
both China and the U.S. And in Kargil
in 1999, India welcomed a direct in-
tervention by the U.S. to force Pakis-
tan to back down. In all the above ex-
amples, India did not become any
less autonomous when geopolitical

i it to enter

Today, although there is no pros-
pect of an outright war with China in
the wake of its incursions across the
Line of Actual Control, India is at an
inflection point with regard to stra-
tegic autonomy. Non-alignment 2.0
with China and the U.S., as they slide
into a new Cold War, makes little
sense when India’s security and sove-
reignty are being challenged primari-
Iy by the former rather than the lat-
ter. Fears in some quarters that
proximity to the U.S. will lead to loss
of India’s strategic autonomy are
overblown because independent In-
dia has never been subordinated to a
foreign hegemon.

The essence of self-reliance

In the threat environment marked by
a pushy China, which the U.S. is now
beginning to confront frontally, India
should aim to have the proverbial
cake of American support and also
eat the cake i.e., stay as an indepen-
dent power centre by means of inten-
sified cooperation with middle pow-
ers in Asia and around the world.

For India, which values freedom,
placing all its eggs in the U.S. basket
to counterbalance China would be an
error, as that can constrict India’s op-
tions in other theatres of national in-
terest such as its ties with Iran and
Russia and efforts to speed up indige-
nous defence modernisation.

Diversification is the essence of
self-reliance. A wide basket of strateg-
ic partners, including the U.S., with a
sharper focus on constraining China,
is the only viable diplomatic way for-
ward in the current emerging multi-
polar world order.

Itis no longer a question of picking
one out of two titans or oscillating
between them. In an era of dense
networks, India must reconfigure au-
tonomy to mean what the American
scholar Joseph Nye calls ‘power with
others’ to accomplish joint goals.

We are free and self-reliant not
through isolation or alliance with one
great power, but only in variable
with several like-mind-

it
into de facto alliance-like coopera-
tion with major powers. Rather, India
secured its freedom, sovereignty and
territorial integrity by manoeuvering
the great power equations and play-
ing the realpolitik game.

cM
K

ed partners. India is familiar with the
phrase ‘multi-vector” foreign policy.
Itis time to maximise its potential.

Tiger cubs at the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve near Nagpur in Maharashtra on

Bihari Vajpayee promoted his capa-
ble and enterprising Environment
Minister Suresh Prabhu, the portfo-

lio landed in the lap of garden-varie-
ty politicians of the Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam. When one of the most
capable leaders of Project Tiger, P.K.
Sen, retired, he was replaced by a bu-
reaucrat who managed to game the
system to stay on for an unprece-
dented 13 years.

The tiger extinction in Sariska Re-
serve caused a public outcry in 2005,
leading to the appointment of a Tiger
Task Force (TTF) by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh. Unfortunately, the
TTF turned out to be unequal to the
task. Its politically correct ideologies
and muddled science resulted in are-
port that created a tiger management
model that benefited the forest bu-
reaucracy more than it did the tigers.

Based on TTF recommendations,
the United Progressive Alliance go-
vernment began investing heavily,
but not very intelligently, in tiger
conservation. Excessive funding of a
few reserves while neglecting large
areas with greater recovery potential
became the norm. Progress on vo-
luntary village relocation schemes
from within reserves slowed down
(except in Madhya Pradesh and Mah-
arashtra, where major initiatives
funded by these States greatly
helped tiger recoveries). Tiger re-
serve managers were soon attracted
to the massively funded eco-develop-
ment activities originally formulated
by the World Bank. In reality, they
needlessly replicated the rural deve-
lopment work already being done by
several other agencies and NGOs.

Another feature of this emergent

government monopoly over tiger
management was the lack of data
transparency and rigorous, indepen-
dent tiger monitoring.

Bound in red tape
The tiger was fully bound in red tape.
One had hoped when the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) took over
in 2014 and began to wind down bu-
reaucracies in favour of new initia-
tives and enterprise, that the red
tape strangling the tiger would also
be unwound. But there was no such
Tuck: within two weeks of the NDA as-
suming power, the same national
and international bureaucratic appa-
ratuses that ran the show after 2005
performed a trapeze act and clasped
the hands of the new masters.

Therefore, the show goes on: One
prime example is the aforemen-
tioned Global Tiger Forum, an inter-
national bureaucracy snugly en-
trenched in Delhi. It has done so in
defiance of its own original charter
and attempts by multilateral aid insti-
tutions to pry it loose and park it in
Southeast Asia. Another case in point
is the National Tiger Conservation
Authority. It has bloated in size,
swallowing up schemes totally unre-
lated to tigers, such as the recovery
of snow leopards and translocation
of African cheetahs to India.

India needs to get out of this tiger
circus. The role of the forest bureauc-
racy should be once again restricted
to wildlife law enforcement. Merging
Project Tiger with other Central
schemes for wildlife conservation
would be a good first step. Govern-
ment monopoly over domains of tig-
er conservation such as tiger re-
search, monitoring, nature
education, tourism and possibly
even conflict mitigation should be
erased. The vast reservoir of talent
and energy in society should be
drawn in o engage with these di-
verse domains, by involving private
enterprises, local communities
NGOs and scientific institutions.

India’s tiger conservation needs a
reboot to match the scale of the
country’s aspirations in other do-
mains — a new vision that encom-
passes the talents and aspirations of
a growing number of citizens who
want to save tigers without turning
the clock back on material progress.

K. Ullas Karanth is Director, Centre for
Wildlife Studies, Bengaluru. Views are
personal

Shutting the door on Huawei

China’s decision to weaponise trade and technology ties
might now come back to haunt it

51
N dse—

HARSH V. PANT

In a dramatic reversal of its decision in Janu-
ary allowing Huawei to have a limited role in
its telecommunications network, the UK.
has finally decided to ban the Chinese com-
pany. This entails banning U.K. mobile pro-
viders from buying new Huawei 5G equip-
ment after the end of this year as well as
removing all of Huawei’s 5G kit from their
networks by 2027. The UK’s Secretary of
State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport,
Oliver Dowden, put the blame on U.S. sanc-
tions imposed on Huawei in May. “Given the
uncertainty this creates around Huawei’s
supply chain, the UK. can no longer be con-
fident it will be able to guarantee the security
of future Huawei 5G equipment,” he said.
US. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
praised the U.K’s decision and urged other
like-minded countries to “push back”
against Beijing’s actions. For its part, China
“strongly opposed” the U.K.s “groundless”
ban and warned that it would “take mea-
sures to safeguard” the “]egmma(e interests”
of Chinese companies as “any decisions and
actions must come at a cost”. The British go-
vernment has been forthright about the de-
lay in 5G's roll-out as a consequence of its
policy shift and the costs of its decision. At a
time when London is looking to engage with
major global powers in a post-Brexit environ-
ment to enhance its trade ties, this decision,
which is likely to alienate China, will come
with some serious strategic costs as well.

A domino effect across Europe

The U.S.’s imposition of sanctions on Huawei
in May, which disrupted the company’s glo-
bal supply of semiconductors, altered the
cost calculus for the U.K. The U.K. govern-
ment had to go in for another round of secur-
ity review which resulted in the National Se-
curity Council's decision to finally phase off
Huawei’s involvement in the country’s 5G
network. But the U.S.-U.K. relationship was
also facing a moment of reckoning after the
U.K’s January decision to allow Huawei. At a
time when the U.S.-China relationship is en-
tering a phase of Cold War 2.0, the Trump
administration had made it clear that the
UK’s “special relationship” with the U.S.
was under the scanner. Not only would their
security and intelligence ties have been in je-
opardy but crucial trade negotiations would
have been hampered too. For the Trump ad-
ministration, the U.K.'s change of stance is a

major diplomatic win as it might also con-
vince fence sitters to make a final decision.

For Huawei, a domino effect across Eu-
rope might pose a serious challenge given
that almost a quarter of its sales come from
the European market. France also decided
to limit the use of Huawei’s 5G kit by issuing
limited term licences. This is widely seen as a
de facto ban on the Chinese company
though the French government has not said
it in so many words. Germany too is reduc-
ing its reliance on Huawei as the mood
against China has soured across Europe. Af-
ter years of kowtowing to the Chinese, the
European Union is becoming more explicit
than ever in challenging China. The issues
range from China’s initial mishandling of CO-
VID19 and Beijing’s disinformation cam-
paign in Europe to the new national security
law in Hong Kong. China is viewed as a “sys-
temic rival” that is hell bent on challenging
the extant global order with all its concomi-
tant treaties, norms and institutions. And
Huawei is the latest flashpoint with indivi-
dual countries shunning the company and
the European Commission warning in a re-
cent report that “most Member States have
not yet established or communicated clear
plans to effectively address existing situa-
tions of dependency on high-risk suppliers
and prevent future dependencies.”

Awaiting India’s response
So what once looked like a battle which the
U.S. was waging on its own has suddenly
been joined by a number of other players.
The Indian response is being closely
watched. Last year, India had allowed Hua-
wei to participate in 5G trials which could
not happen because of the disruptions
caused by the pandemic. Today, India-China
ties have altered due to the border crisis and
Chinese insensitivity to Indian concerns.
New Delhi is toughening its posture across
domains and it looks rather unlikely that
Huawei would get to participate in the 5G
network roll-out in India. India is signalling
that it is wil to bear economic and techn-
ological costs if it means limiting Chinese in-
volvement in critical infrastructure. But
what would not be lost on Beijing is that los-
ing such a large market might be a devastat-
ing blow to Huawei as well. It is becoming
creasingly clear that the decision on Huawei
is not merely a technological or economic
decision but a fundamentally political deci-
sion for most countries. China’s decision to
weaponise trade and technology ties might
now come back to haunt it as other nations
begin to pay back in the same coin.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at the Observer
Research Foundation and Professor of International
Relations, King’s College London
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Behind
the moves

HOW TO READ THE TABLES |
The survey is based on face-to-face
interviews with 963 migrants in
rural households between May 30

The most common reason that migrant workers gave for returning to their village
from the city was COVID-19, according to the Gaon Connection and Lokniti-CSDS
COVID Rural Survey 2020. One in four migrants either walked, cycled or travelled
back to their village in hand-pulled rickshaws. More than half the respondents went a
whole day without eating at least once before leaving their city. A significant share of
the migrants said they would retur to the city once the lockdown ended

3. Why did you deem it fit to return
from the city to the village? What s
the major reason?

When you were in the city during

e lockdonn. how oftend youor

any member of your household not
thing at all the enti
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YEARS AGO  AUGUST 13, 1970

Resident Mission in Cuba

The latest instalment of what is described
sarcastically by some right-wing critics here
as the “pianissimo and fortissimo” of Indian
diplomacy is the decision to open a resident
mission in Cuba headed by a Charge d'Af-
faires, while the Ambassador in Mexico will
continue to be concurrently accredited to
the Castro Government. Instead of posting a
junior Foreign Service functionary as is cus-
tomary in such cases, the Government pro-
poses to appoint a former Youth Congress
leader presumably to give some political im-
portance to this gesture. In the normal
course, such a decision to have a resident re-
presentative in the capital of a country with
which India has been maintaining diplomat-
ic relations since long would not have
evoked much public interest, even if the ap-
pointment was intended to be a sinecure un-
der the spoils system. But in the present top-
sy-turvy context it is acquiring certain
political overtones out of all proportion to
its intrinsic importance. In their anxiety to
give credence to the charge of subservience
to the Soviet Union, the Prime Minister’s pol-
itical opponents cannot resist the tempta-
tion to seize on such instances and project
them as part and parcel of a continual pro-
cess of obeisance to Moscow by the Govern-
ment.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 13, 1920
The study of Indian poverty.

The poverty of India ever since the advent of
British rule in the country is one of the al-
most universally admitted facts of modern
Indian History. It is a matter of daily expe-
rience for the average Indian of the middle
and lower classes whose hardships have
been not a little enhanced. Indian politicians
from the very beginning of their agitation re-
cognised this as the direct outcome of fo-
reign rule and exploitation and advanced it
as an appealing argument for the grant of
Home Rule. Foreign economists and histor-
ians, who have been owed serious thought
on the subject, have also acknowledged this
notorious feature of British administration
in India, although in the diagnosis of the
causes therefore, some of them have, not
differed from the Indian view.
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Sreeram Chaulia is Dean, of
International Affairs
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The inevitable and direct connection of the
problem with the poor average of Indian life,
the appalling figures of avoidable infant
mortality and the low level of development
in education, agriculture and industry
makes the problem one of importance.
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Honourable judges

Court must reflect on its calling as defined by the
Constitution — and the direction it is taking

ThelndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

CANDIDATE KAMALA

Her selection as Joe Biden’s running mate acknowledges
change in America — and an imaginative political response to it

INVOLVES US ALL

'S DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL cand|datejoe Biden’s choice of
California Senator Kamala Devi Harri: mate i

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WORDLY WISE
THE CHILDREN OF THE UNEMPLOYED ACHIEVE LESS
IN SCHOOL AND APPEAR TO HAVE REDUCED LONG-
TERM EARNINGS PROSPECTS. — BEN BERNANKE

RAMACHANDRA GUHA

THISLETTER IS written with respect as well as
inanguish. I write as a historian and as a citi-
zen, concerned in both capacities with the
growing lack of faith among many Indiansin
the funmomng of the Supreme Court (SC).

in so many ways. Harris, born to an Indian mother and a Jamaican fa-

ther, is a classic American story of immigration and integration, of

course. At a time when President Donald Trump has sought to turn
the US insular and less welcoming to immigrants, Harris's choice offers an energising
counter-narrative toastrain of populist politics that finds echoes across the world. Itis also
adefining moment for Black America pushed to the political and social wall, giving them
avoice in the highest office. For the Indian immigrant community, too, after its success
in technology and business, Harris's candidature prises open spaces in politics and pub-
lic affairs. The choice is also a testament to tl framework that binds
the party structure in the US, in this case the Democratic Party, which enables leaders to
welcome their rivals within and respond creatively to new social forces and realities to
rally their base.

Harris, 55, was an ardent critic of Biden in her bid for nomination as the Democratic
Party’s presidential candidate. Her powerful advocacy of race issues was in contrast to
the understated response of Biden to campaigns such as Black Lives Matter. Sure, Harris
is more centrist than Bernie Sanders and progressves may find her too cautious but her

asanatton 1 istory growing up Black
and Jamaican-South-Asian brings to the Blden ticket a rare energy and an excitement
and a strong counter to Trump's politics.

For India about Harris's rise, it should not be for-
gotten that hers is more an American story than an Indian one. Biden is not an unknown
in New Delhi, he was Barack Obama's deputy for eight years. Whether the Biden-Harris
ticket wins, only November will tell but the Democrats seem to be on an upswing — re-
‘markable for a party that was written off barely months ago. Yet, Harris wades into a
deeply polarised domestic political landscape when Washington's long-held assump-
tions on economics and foreign policy are belng upended.For Biden to choose her from

Let me say away that this s part of a
wider degradation of Indian democracy, in
which the Court is by no means the central
actor. Other(and possibly more serious) man-
ifestations of this degradation are the politi-
cisation of the civil service and the police; the
creation of a cult of personality; the intimi-
dation of the media; the use of tax and inves-
tigative agencies to harass and intimidatein-
dependentvoices; the refusal to do away with
repressive colonial-era laws and instead the
desire tostrengthen them; and not, least, the
undermining of Indian federalism by the
steady whittling down of the powers of the
states by the Centre.

1should also make it clear that this on-
going degradation of Indian democracy is
notthe fault of one party or one leaderalone.
Rather, these perversions of the democratic
process were set in motion by the Congress
Party when it was in power at the Centre;
and they have been further deepened un-
der the rule of the Bharatiya Janata Party
since May 2014.

While the SCcannotbe blamedinany way
for why and how this degradation of Indian
democracy originated, it has, in recent years,
done little to stop or stem it. Some examples
of its failures in this regard have been the
Court's refusal to strike down laws like UAPA
that should have no place in a constitutional

awide field 'Demuudm. of personal

mayneed
pushback omei society for change to ride the tide.
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SEAL OF JUSTICE

SCinterpretation on equal inheritance to daughters is one
more step towards ensuring gender justice

HE SUPREME COURT has placed Hindu women's right to inherit ances-

tral property beyond the pale of ambiguity — a welcome ruling and a

logical culmination of along process to weed Indian laws of patriarchal

prejudice. It was an exercise that was speeded up soon after

Independence, with the framers of the Constitution inscribing the prom-

ise of gender equality in the founding-documentof the nation. They walked the talk by

pushing through the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, in the teeth of fierce opposition from

conservative Hindu opinion. Over the years, the expansion of educational and other

opportunities has bent social attitudes towards gender justice, making what seemed

abhorrently subversive once (the right to divorce, the end of polygamy) a matter of
reasonable progress now.

1n2000, the 174th Law C¢ noted that “ property laws have

beenexcusivelyforthebenefitof it eventhough he ight o property i “mportant

forthe of ahuman being”. It pushed for a change in law that

barred women rmm being considered co-parceners (or joint legal heirs) of a Hindu un-

divided oint family. Only male descendants ofanancestor, their mothers, wivesand un-

iven that right. The commi
in Parliament by the 2005 amendment to the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 that said that
awoman could bea co-parcener by birth “in herown ightin the same manner as the son”.

inseveral casesand in
several courtjudgments, when ‘whe couldap-

ing major cases (such as with regard to elec-
tion funding and the Citizenship Amendment
Act); and its denial of basic human rights to
the children and students of Kashmir, de-
prived forafull year of accesstoeducationand
knowledge as a consequence of the longest
internet shutdown in the history of any
democracy. Constitutional scholars and prac-
tisinglawyers can perhaps multiply these ex-
amples manifold.

‘The COVID-19 crisis has seen a furtherac-
celeration of this dangerous trend towards au-
thoritarianism and the centralisation of
power, The Union government and the ruling

In the case of the Supreme
Court, its capitulation to the
state and politicians in
power in the 1970s, before
and during the Emergency,
was followed by a steady
assertion of its independence
and autonomy in the 1980s
and 1990s. One must
likewise hope that the
current decline may be
arrested and reversed in the
years to come. If, on the
other hand, the forces of
authoritarianism and
sectarian bigotry continue to
gather momentum, and the
Supreme Court does little or
nothing to check them, then
the verdict of history and of
constitutional scholarship
will be even harsher than itis
at present.

party have used the crisis to rurther promote

lhe language onhe executive, and has be-

the cultof personality, tofurther m the executive”
powers o state governments, and to further (The Wire, March 16, 2019), Meanwhile
Regrettably, as the hear- : “Welook

the past
the Supreme Court seems unable or unwill-
ing to check these ominous trends.

“The failure of the SC is in part a failure of
leadership. Thatone serving chiefjustice could
tell adaughter wishingtosee her motherwho
had been detained under a draconian act to
be careful about the cold, and that another
senvingchiefjustcecould el miggant work-

to for con-
stitutional deliverance. We have noidea how
acourtwillrule. But one of the lessons of our
recent history is that we misunderstand how
a Supreme Court functions in a democracy.
The Supreme Court has badly let us down in
recent times, through a combination of avoid-
ance, mendacity, and a lack of zeal on behalf
of political liberty” (IE, December 12, 2019).

ersleft jown
that since they were being given some food
they should not askforwages — that suchcal-

Most recently, in writing of
tionofthe Indian state intoarepository of re-
pression”, Suhas Palshikar comments that
“ i thave

comefrom
the chiefjustice himself reflect poorly on the
Court. And that, in the less than six years that
the current government as been i pover,
one chiefjt

been so easy without the willingness of the
judiciary tolook the other way, and occasion-
ally joinin the project” (IE, August 4).

|mmcd|ately onretirement, and another has
accepted aRajyaSabhaseat, alsoimmedia{ely
onretirement, reflect even

the wisest and most experienced members
of the Bar, who —unlike the S(holars cited
boy

Yet one cannot blame the fop man alone.
It may be that the powers of the so-called
Master of the Roster are imperfectly defined,
and can lead themselves to widespread mis-
usebythe numbert(asthe pressconference

at anx-
jities in public.  broadly endorse the assess-
ments of Bhatia, Mehta and Palshikar myself.
At the same time, as a historian, I know that
‘while institutions do decay, they can also be
revlved In the case of the Supreme Court,its

heldby)C etalin
But,ifthe Courtis complicitin the steady, con-
tinting and accelerating degradation of our
democratic and democratic insti-

to the state and politicians in
power i the 1870s, before and during the
Emergency, was followed by a steady asser-

tutions, (hlscanno(be ttributed entirely to

tionof| inthe
1980sand 1990s. 01 likewi

the chief justices. I think the time has come
for all the serving justices in the highest court
of the land to think seriously about the ever-
increasing gap between their calling as de-
fined by the Constitution, and the direction
the Courtis now taking.

‘The reputation of the Supreme Court of
Indiatoday may be atits lowestebbsince the
Emergency. That is the clear impression one
gets from the writings of our top constitu-

the current decline may be arrested and re-
versed in the years to come. If, o the other
hand, the forces of authoritarianism and sec-
tarian bigotry continue to gather momentum,
and the Supreme Court does little or nothing
tocheckthem, then the verdictofhistoryand
of constitutional scholarship will be even har-
sherthanitisat present. In that case, the Court
of today may come to be viewed by future
generationsof Indians not merely as an exec-

tional scholars. Thus,inace onthe
last chief justice, Gautam Bhatia writes that
“under his tenure, the Supreme Court has
gone from an institution that — for all its

utive Court, butasa Court.
Hence this letter, a desperate cry from a

historian and citizen who sees his country’s

democracy and constitutional framework

patchy history — was at least formally com-  crumble before his eyes.
mitted tothe protection of individual ights as
its primary instituti peak Thewriter is a Bengaluru-based hi

CHAKSHU Roy

NO CHECK ON FICKLE LOYALTIES

Why anti-defection law has failed its purpose

THE POLITICAL CRISES in Manipur and
Rajasthan, for the time being, have been
averted. In Manipur, Chief Minister N Biren
Singh won a confidence vote. And the
Congressleadershipis paving the way for rec-
onciliation between the two factions in
Rajasthan. But the crises have done irrepara-
ble harm toinstitutions in the sates.

ply retruspecuvely ordepended upon the father’s beingalive in 2005 threw up conflict-
Thetl of the SChas put.
in thatitis aright “by birth” of a Hindu ajoint heir mancestral
property. Indoing o, the court s interpreted the law capaciously, keepingin mind the
behind the 2005

High Court
tion proceedings drew criticism for being con-
trary to previous Supreme Court decisions.
Experts were also accusing Governor Kalraj
Mishra of running afoul of the Constitution for
initially disagreeing with the Rajasthan cabi-
net'sdecisionon summonmmemteassem
bly

Genderjusticeis far from being reality in India, i i fesof caste,

religion and class reinforcing the secondary status of women. But the Judg‘mem isinsync

fthe
Speakers handling of efection proceedings,
e

vitha largerchumin ndian e, thathasseen
thatinvolves ci

ises to push institutions towards change. This ruling is a seal on a substantive change in

the Hindu undivided family.

GOODBYE, RAHAT INDORI

The poet who sang the news leaves behind a void that echoes
with his powerfully simple verse

ESTKNOWN FOR his politically charged poetry about the rising tide of
communalism and growing turpitude in public life, Rahat Indori’s last
verses concerned lfe and death. It was fitting, and also quite natural,be-

His latest work reflec
reality of a pandemic sweeping the world, forcing the human race, which
suffers from the delusion thatitis the master of nature, to ponder its own mortality.
Not long ago, Indori had been the man of the moment as protests against the
itizenship Amendment Act ignited across the country and his poem Agar khilaf hai was
recited in rallies, especially the line: “Kisi ke baap ka Hindustan thodi hai” (India is not
anyone’sfther's roperty).Hi il

ted viscerally with
time, and preferred asimple
dition which biended Hindi and Urdu,the spoken language of the common people o
north India.

An acc ible

anda tohold up amirror to a nation in the
throes of moral decay and ambiguity made Indor the rock star of mushairas. Along with
peers like Basheer Badr, he was part of a new generation of poets who spoke directly to
the heart, addressing potentates and paupers in the same register. Hisstyle recalls the
Pakistani poet Nasir Kazmi's terri ribes (it ly

night of Partition: “Main hun, raat ka ek baja hai/ Khali rasta bol raha hai/ Aaj to yun
Kkhamosh hai duniya/ Jaise kuchh hone wala hai...” (It's me, it's one o'clock at night/ Only

the empty road speaks/ And the world is so calm tonight/ That something must hap-

nlaw i
ter MLAs from defecting from their political
parties. They can lose their seats in the legis-
lature for defying their party. And if declared
adefector, they cannot become a minister in
agovernment for six months. But the consti-
tutional provisions related to the anti-defec-
tion law have been reduced toa joke.

MLAs and political parties have become
adept at using and bypassing the anti-defec-
tionlaw, This week six Congress MLAs defied
their party's whip by absenting themselves
from the confidence vote in the Manipur as-
sembly. Their absence led to the government
surviving the confidence motion, contrary to
their party’s stand. After that, they resigned
from the legislature neatly sidestepping be-
ing labelled a defector under the law. If they

Political issues require
political solutions. So far, we
have taken a legalistic
approach to addressing the
problem of defection.
Political parties seek
protection of the anti-
defection provisions when
aggrieved and undermine
them when it is convenient.
In Rajasthan, after the patch
up, itis unlikely that there
will be any interest in
discussing the fundamental
issues around defection
before the High Court.

winaby-electiontothe. assemhly mere willbe
nobar for them to be

‘was a member of the first committee estab-

Thelaw to addressthe ﬁckle polmcal loy-

agotoex-
amine theissue of defections. He believed that

alties ofelected
problems, Oneaof themis thatitonly punishes
MLAS for switching parties. Political parties
whoareatthe heart of our politics have noli-
ability under the law. They benefit from de-
fections and are often accused of enticing
MLASof rval parties toswitch loyalties. Other
enactments responsible for the cleansing of
our politics face a similar problem.
Th

o
tain unhealthy trends in our political life”,
Then Home Minister Y B Chavan was chair of
thiscommittee. It counted amongstits mem-
bers stalwarts ke Jayaprakash Narayan, HN
Kunzru, M C Setalvad, N G Ranga and Madhu
Limaye. The committee was perceptive in its
recommendations. I frst one was, “regard-
lessof the legislative and constitutional meas-

inst political defections, a lasting so-

candidate. Butthese tocan-
didates. Political parties can spend an unlim-
ited amounton behalof theis candidates.

adherence by political parties toacodeof con-
duct or set of convenuons that took into ac-

imilarly, count \d decen-
candidates with criminal backgmunds cies that ought to govern the functioning of
Individuals convicted with a prison term of  democraticinstitutions”

ons. Bu Political i

over
there is no restriction on political parties to
give tickets to individuals who face criminal
charges which are pending before courts,
‘One would think that bringing political
parties within the ambit of these laws will
Solvethese problems —just as how penalising
both the bribe giver and bribe taker is sup-

So far, we have taken a legalistic approach to
addressingthe problem of defection. Political
parties seek protection of the anti-defection
provisions when aggrieved and undermine
them when itis convenient. In Rajasthan, af-
ter the patch up, it s unlikely that there will
be any interest in discussing the fundamen-
tal issues around def

posedtoc] Butthat'
easier said than done. Parties have been able
to frustrate attempts to hold them account-
able. Courts have also had limited success
reigningin political parties.

‘A punishment-based legal approach un-
derestimates the problems with our politics.
Bh h i t iF i

fection before the High
Court. Therefore, it is time that political par-
ties stopped using the crutches of the anti-de-
fection law to fix problems related to theirin-
ternal democracy, dissentand discipline.

Thewriteris head of legislative and civic

Aucust 13,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

PM ON Assam

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi alleged that
some vested interests were creating “hin-
drances” toa peacefu] soluuon of the Assam

MANIPUR PROTESTS

ABOUT 5,000 STUDENTS, including girls,
blocked all approaches to the Manipur chief
minister's house this afternoon in pmtesl

hibitory area around the CM's residence.

IRAN CABINET
IRAN'S NEW PRIME Minister, Muhammad Ah
Rajaie, said

problem.
ingatameetingofthe Congress-1 parliamen-
tary party, said she was very keen on solving
the Assam foreign nationals issue within the
framework of the Constitution. She said some
peoplewould tryand take the credit after we
‘have found asolution”. Mrs Gandhi urged the

againstthe " of th
reached on August 5 between himand theAll
Manipur Students Union (AMoU) and All
Manipur students Coordinating Committee
(AMSCOC). The students blocked the main
road, national highway number 39in front of
the Manipur CM's house defying the pro-
het

inetin 10 days and that the hallmark of his
government would be unbending loyalty to
the nation’s revolutionary leader. Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini, Formation of the cabinet
would remove the last obstacle to a parlia-
mentary debate on the American hostages.

party MPs to involve in develop-
mentworkand intheimplementationofeco-
nomic programmes. They should work with

hibitor ection 144
area. High school and college students came
outoftheirclassesatthecall of the AMSUand
AMSCOC,ai

Butat

ter gave no indication of his amtudc towards
the hostage issue. Many leaders of the ruling
Islamic Republican Party favour a “spy trial”
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All-rounders or bits
& pieces players?

Indian cricketers, including current stars, are not having the best of times. That has much to do with
former greats turning out to be disappointing administrators

SANDEEP DWIVEDI

SANJAY MANJREKAR, A pedigreed Test crick-
eterand high priest of Mumbai's proud bat-
ting school, has written a painfully long apol-
ogy cum job application to the Indian board.
Last year while commentating, he had mixed
up the classification of an India star, an error
that got him the pink slip.

Inanemail witha tone suited to someone
on his knees begging atonement, Manjrekar
gives a torturously infantile explanation for
whatat best was a semantic slip-up. He called
an all-rounder a “bits and pieces” cricketer.
Ready to toe the line now, he wants a second
chanceandamicin hand.

Players of late aren't enjoying the best of
times. A few days back, the chief of the play-
ers'body blamed the BCCI for draggingits feet
on for their

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Lai is destined to be spurned by Chinese history. He is a tragedy in which
he, as a Chinese, picked the wrong side and walked on the wrong path. His
argument over 'freedom of the press' cannot offset his betrayal in key

moments.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

The Rama
[ sing about

He comes to life in Tyagaraja’s kirtanas, which
beseech you to seek the Rama within

T M KRISHNA

HE HAS always been a part of my life: The
tales my grandmother told me, Rajaji's
Ramayanam, Amar Chitra Katha pictorials,
spiritual discourses on Valmiki's Ramayana,

While the ground-breaking ceremony
was for asatyasandha (Rama), no effort was
‘made on August 5 to remind the people of
India thatthe Supreme Court orderalsosaid:
“While the ASI report has found the existence
of ruinsofa pre-existing tructure, the report
does not provide the reason for the destruc-
tion of the pre-existing structure and
whether the earlier structure was demol-
ished for the purpose of construction of the
‘mosque.” That, “since the AS] dates the un-
derlying structure to the twelfth century,
thereisatime gap of about four centuries be-
tween the date of the underlying structure
and the construction of the mosque”. That

“no evidence is available to explain what

and the all-encompassing hymn, raghupati
raghava, have imprinted him on my mind. |
donot have to look for him.

But on August 5, 1 did look for him. [
looked for him in the celebration at
Ayodhya. I looked for him on the stage set
for the havan,in the faces of the personages
gathered.Ilooked for himin the chantsand
the cheers.I could see devotion butof akind
—in political robes. I could see religion too,
but again of akind — in the shrill colours of
triumphalism.

The Rama know I could not find.

Whois that Rama?

For me, the student of music, Rama is

eters. Before that, a bunch India's bnghrest
young cricketers had shared with this news-

now be the decision-makers.

Paper theirlockdown aited for
the award money promised to them months
back The payment paralysis hasntjusthitthe

The script hasn't the courts,
administrators, or even the majority of crick-
eters, would haveliked. The SC-approved new

BCCl

too aren't getting the cheques on time. Even
the Alisters — Kohli and his boys — haven't
been paid for the past 10 momh&

who benefitted from it. Ganguly emerged as
the president only because of the court order
tha! made the: o]d guard ineligible. Now here

Andimagine,
Indian cricketers' “apna time”.

How it hasall unravelled since last year's
October revolution when Sourav Ganguly,
Dada to several generations of players,
reached the top of Indian cricket's official-
dom. He wasn't alone, the court-approved
BCCl constitution ensured that players are
strategically placed to be at all levels of deci-
sion-making. Not too far back in time, this
was unimaginable.

Historically, the popularity of players has
beenunmatched. Evenduring Indian cricket's
periods of unquestionable one-man rein,
when Jagmohan Dalmiya, Sharad Pawar and
N Srinivasan were unchallenged ield:

BCClpleain
Court to tweak the tenure clause so that he
could stay at the helm longer.

However, in his so far shortstint, Ganguly
has ensured that he would easily go down as
one of the most visible BCCI presidents. On
mostmatchda n,between
overs, t
fanstoearn fivetimes more: thanlheyshellcut

Ganguly ends the sales pitch with a coy
smile and a “Dada ka Vada™ of winning Rs 1
croreifthe gamers beat the team he has picked.
Looking beyond Dada’s many vadas, this is
about the question of propriety and conduct
unbecoming of a BCCl president I i kosher
for the BCCI pre: tor, evenif

ers, cricketing legends Tendulkar, Ganguly,
ravid,

Tt
itsforafantasy game, every other day? More
worryingly arrange-

unequivocal clout. Yet, it wasn't more than
mere soft power. They might be hailed as
ion, but they re-

‘ment with a fantasy league game that's in di-
rect competition with IPL's official partner?
i Justlastmonth, Ganguly put

‘mained the respected wise men of BCCI's
grand durbar. Ganguly's elevation to the BCCI
presidentwas awatershed event, itwasas un-
likely as a navratna replacing Akbar on the
Mughal throne.

‘The enablers of this coup, the Lordships,
were patting each other for empowering the
cricketers. The very first churn had resulted in
themostillustrious cricketingleader magically
emerging as the new BCCI chief. The
Committee of Administrators(CoA) were smil-
ingon theirlast day in the BCCloffice.

CoA chief Vinod Rai said he was “person-
ally happy because he (Ganguly)is not only a
former cricketer but a very successful captaln

out an Instagram post where he is wearing a
JSW Cement(Jindal Steel Works) T-shirtin his
avatar as the company’s brand ambassador.
‘Those incestuous connections — JSW Group
partly owns the IPL franchise Delhi Capitals
and Ganguly's boss at JSW Cements is a regu-
lar at auctions and is seen at the dugout on
‘match days — doesn't bother the BCCl presi-
dent. Doesn't this amount to conflict of inter-
est? Ganguly told this newspaper he doesn't
thinkso.

‘Those celebrating Ganguly's rise to power
lastyearare silent now. Neither the Lordships
nor the administrators want to talk about his
conduct, his reservations about the constitu-

‘man who headed the committee to form the
new constitution, Justice RM Lodha, called it
"abigsuccess".

Chants of “Hail Dada” rang tri-
umphantly. Around the country, players
were on the phone, calling each other,
dreaming of corner offices in swanky build-
ings. Players couldn't believe, they could

tionor tsofinterest. In private
they do talk about disappointment, betrayal
andaloss of face.

The courts thought that the players would
be“agentsof change”. They proved tobe laves
ofthe statusquo. They still emainat the mercy
ofofficials for their commentary contracts and
‘match fees. It doesn't really matter if the man
at the top is a captain of industry, a political

The legal luminaries, like
most blind fans, seemed to
have made the common
mistake of mixing the two
contrasting worlds that the
sporting icons seamlessly
keep switching between. On
the field, thanks to their
extraordinary sporting skill
set, they could be impeccably
organised and outstandingly
inspirational. Away from it,
like most mortals, they
would have their weaknesses
and weak moments. Those
who watch sports from a
distance are mostly wedded
to the romance and nostalgia
of the sports celebrities'
golden days. The images of
some heroic innings or a
final ball six are burnt on to
the country’s retinas forever.
They expect them to keep
performing miracles beyond
the stadium.

CR Sasikumar
heavyweight,a legal eagle or even the God of
off-side.

Sowere the judges wronginempowering
players? Maybe not, but their optimism and
sense of achievement on seeing a highly suc-
cessful cricketer as BCCl chiefwas naive. When

thereinall hesteps
outof i

transpired in th fthe i
period of nearly four centuries”.

Tyagaraja drowned himself in Rama's
bhakti and was consumed in him. No other
god could ever come close to hisishta devata.
He opens one kirtana with the line Rama Ni
Samanamevaru (“Rama, is there anyone
equaltoyou?”),yethe never denouncedany
other deity, and even went on to say that
there is no happiness in debating and argu-
ing over each other's faiths, He emphasises
elsewhere that “happinessis only bestowed
on people who serve everyone without di-
vision or categorisation”. Tyagaraja’s Rama
was adharmatma, one with the inner ethi-
cal compass of goodne:

Was there any dhanm in flaunting the

tacleof

inTyagaraja's kirtanas. Tyagaraja cajoled. ar-
gued, pleaded with, demanded, celebrated
and venerated him musically in ragas
Kalyani, Bhairavi, Begada, Todi... the list is
endless. My guru used to explain the mean-

ntextand

it, knowing full well that an entire section of
the population, not just Muslims, was feel-
ing excluded, deprived, in fact diminished?
‘When the occasion could have been used to
embrace them, it was decided to prove a

ichc would

v

from the bad, you don't look at runs scored,
balls faced or captaincy records.
‘The legal luminaries, like most blmd fans,

the And, onoc-
casion, | would like to believe, he sat quietly
inacomer listening to ussing.

soft: mken and

point. With
Ayodhya be even a semblance of Rama
Rajya? In multiple compositions, Tyagaraja
says, faperson cannot keephismind under

control, 1f  whatis the pointof

‘mixing the two contrasting worlds that the
sporting icons seamlessly keep switching be-
tween. On the field, thanks to their extraordi-
nary sporting skillset, they could be impecca-
bly organised and outstandingly inspirational.
Away from it,like most mortals, they would
have their weaknesses and weak moments.
Those who watch sports from a distance are
mostly wedded tothe romanceand nostalgia
of d

charming. b
as mrdubhasha; someone who spoke mud—
duga. These adjectives don'tjust refer toasu-
perficial aural register. Rather, they are de-
scriptive of a person of love, in Tyagaraja's
‘words, “anocean of compassion”, whichex-
tends to all living beings. In the kirtana
Vachamagocharame, Tyagaraja describes
how Rama stopped himself from killing an
animal. Would this Rama not have thought
of

Theim-
ages of some heroic innings or a final ball six
are burnt on to the country’s retinas forever.
They expect them to keep performing mira-
clesbeyond the stadium.

‘The social media hype, the PR-team chore-
ographed interviews and paid news arrange-
‘ment add to myth-making. What used to be

“good" onceis called “briliant” now, “genius™

and deaths that preceded
the securing of this one specific place in
Ayodhya? Would he have not hoped that,on
this occasion, asacountry, we would at least
apologise to our Muslim fellow-citizens for
i ir masjid?’

apoojaor

Self-1 leﬂectlon and surrender o the di-
vine are two sides of the same coin and
‘Tyagaraja never lost sight of this. He hoped
thathuman beingswould putaside thoughts
thatled themastray, “chede buddhi manura
manasa’, he said. And in the composition
Dhyﬂmﬂnehe asksustoshunslanderand vi-
olence. Those who claim to be true bhaktas
ofRamabutengageinorsilently subscribe to
retaliation, abuse and hatred must reflect
upon hiswords. And we should keepin mind
Tyagaraja never indulged in whataboutery;
neither did he point fingers at others to jus-
tify his own shortcomings.

Courtdescribed the destructionas an “egre-
giousviolation of the rule of law".
Rama was also his ideal king. Tyagaraja

townsand villages, seeking his Rama. Yet he
‘wasacutely aware of the need to seek Rama
within. Even as he sang the praise of the

isthenew*“smart”

last couple of decades, the population of “al-
i Thi

is
s an era of hard sell and exaggerated claims.

pride.Toa uler, the

orded  asks,“Can admin- hespokeof
i ister you?” Describing his ruleas thepomtlessnessofltal] ifwe areunable to
purity within.

EvenAyodhyabemmesnmmatemI

. g PPy >
identity of the praja and, hence,

‘Whatyousee,isn't whatyou get.
ordinariness of stars, raised and protected in
echo-chambers, never reaches the masses.
‘This explains the surprise and shock over
Ganguly's conduct and Manjrekar's apology.
ily was expected toturn around the BCCI,
like he did withIndian cricket. Manjrekar was
expected to stick to lns stand with the same

Tyagaraja never aspecific section
or special treatment for Rama's devotees.
Everyone is equal, everyone prospers. As
Ashoka said, “As  care for my own children,
I care for the welfare and happiness in this
‘world and the next of all my subjects.”

Nadadu Nadachi chucheru ayodhya na-
garamu ganare

They walk and walk, all the way to
Ayodhya, yet they were unable to find him.

‘The writer is a musician

Tendulkar “the elephant in the foom” The
faith, once again, was also based on
Manjrekar's batting days and the courage he

of the80s —Marshall, Ambrose, Walsh, Bishop,
Imran, Wasim, Wagar. How wrong we were.
We thought they were all-rounders, they
turned out to be bit-and-pieces players.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GREEN BLINDNESS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Green
and red' (IE, August 12) The draft EIA
notification gives an that

IDEAS
ONLINE

issues are a matter of

low priority to the government and
projects takes prece-

Only by the people

Law must be amended to make it mandatory for defectors to seek fresh elections

P B SAWANT

OUR POLITICAL culture has reached its nadir.
What is worse, no one feels any compunc-
tion about it. It is treated as a usual occur-
rence of no concern. Apart from the corrup-
tion and criminalisation of political life, we
are today treated to open defections of
elected representatives for pelfand power, a
phenomenon which combines blatant cor-
ruption, moral depravity, lack of character,
unprincipled public and private conduct,
open defiance of the electorate and poses a
challenge to our demacratic political system.
Itis also acclaimed as the “Chanakya Neeti”
insome quarters.
ey '

sions. Onewas that unless there isasplitina
political party and at least one-third of the
‘members in the party in on-

todosois to betray and deprive both the

resentaivesate,for al poltcal purposes,
theira po-
lmrz\n.um- firsti ‘minthe sec-

stitute a separate group, the defecting mem-
bers will be disqualified from the House. The
second was that for a merger with another
party or toform a new political party, at least
two-thirds of the members of the party were
necessary. The Tenth Schedule was later
amended in 2004 to omit paragraph 3 deal-
ing with the split. The Tenth Schedule, no
doubt was enacted to deal with the malprac-
tice of defection. However, it has now led to
‘mass defections, the remedy proving to be

elected
some resort in order to protect them against
poachingis yet another contribution we have
‘made to democracy.

The evil practice which started in this
country some years agowas ridiculed as “aya
Ram and gaya Ram" and had aroused the con-
science of the people and Parliament, lead-
ing to the enactment of the Tenth Schedule
to the Constitution in 1985. The enactment,

Modern states have been compelled to
resortto representative democracy because

ond half of the 18th century, at the initiative
of Edmund Burke, the English politician, and
thereafter systematised between 1882 to
1884 by Charles Powell, the Irish politician,
all modern democracies have political par-
ties with particular ideologies, policies and

partyand the elect
their choice. That is against the grain of
democracy.

Ifthe present open and free market horse-
trading is to be stopped, and our democracy
is to be saved from the ridicule of the world,
the Tenth Schedule must be amended to re-
quire every defector to resign his or her seat

d i “This willend the

ermanent In
India, The Representation Of The People Act
requires that political parties are registered
with the Election Commission. It is the par-
ties which nominate candidates for elections,

farce to which the elections have been re-
duced. The electorate is no longer sure that
the party and the candidate whom it has
voted to office will abide by the mandate.

andthe contestis the candi-
dates of different parties, with some inde-
pendcnt candidates in the ring, People vote

itisnolonger po: tdemoc-
racy of the kind in the Greek city- states be-

rticular
pames The elected candidates are bound by

cause of vast territories and
However, the unseen wall created between
the people and governance by representa-
tives does not take away the sovereignty of

The epeople electrepresemat res.

the polic
of the party during their tenure. If in the
‘midst of the tenure, they change their views
and dissociate from the party, they owe it
both to the party and electorate to resign

nullifying the
verdict of the people, because of the lure of
individual gains, has become normal prac-
tice. It may bring joy to those who are out to
destroy democracy, butis a mattero[grave

dence. The existing EIA faces flak over
its feeble public consultation process
and bureaucratic apathy. At a time
‘when the environment and project-
affected communities need legal pro-
tection, the importance of a robust EIA
procedure cannot be overstated.
‘Sagar Ganesh Borade, Kalyan

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Green
and red' (IE, August 12). The need tore-
form the Enviromental Impact
Assessment procedure has beenalong
felt one. Green clearances hamper the
ease of doing business. But thatis more
to do with bureaucratic inertia than
the EIAsystemitself. The EIAis needed
to balance the needs of the environ-
ment and industry. The proposed re-
visions won't serve that purpose.
Snigdha Narayan, Ambala

FARM PRIORITIES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘After the
harvest' (IE, August 11). From the look
of it, it looks like a very good move to
have a dedicated fund to boost agricul-
ture infrastructure. But similar
schemes already exist. So it makes bet-
ter sense to comhme themall together,
bec. 1

concern for those who want
racy and the Constitution.

The writer is a formerjudge of
the Supreme Court and former chairman,

isvery difficultto
monitor them and the purpose of the
scheme is defeated. The objective of
this fund is to reduce the time avail-

ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
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able to farmers to sell their produce.
But to do that, the government needs
to address loopholes in existing
schemes then launch a new one with
much fanfare.

Bal Govind, Noida

TAXING POOR

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Tax and
the crisis' (I, August 11). The Centre’s
economic policies seem to be pro-rich
and anti-poor. Taxes on petrol and
diesel have increased the prices of gro-
cery items used by common people.
Bank interest rates are much lower
than the inflation; this affects people
from the low income strata who keep
money in banks. Opening liquor stores
is also not a good idea. Government
should reform the tax system for in-
clusive growth and sustainable devel-
opment.

Anil Kumar Jain, jaipur
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Kamala Harris validates
Biden's White House bid

The Democrat candidate’s pick of the feisty senator as his running mate should enhance his
odds of victory. She is far more than her identity. And what's good for the US may be good for us

et'sbe clear. These are words that

prefacing her statements with. So
let's: The selection of this senator
from Californiaby the 77-year-old
Democratic presidential nominee

Joe Biden as his vice-presidential running
mate for the upcoming US election is the polit-
ical equivalent of a home run. Or, in cricket
terms, a sixsmashed over long-on, togive her
Indian-Jamaican heritage itsdue. By way of
strategy, Biden could not h deabetter

around the world. In politics, she has reso-
lutely been anti-racism and pro-immigration.
And she appears self-assured and feisty on
issues that call for true leadership rather than
an echo of popular opinion. Her call for major
police reforms after Floyd's death rang out
loud and clear. And let us not forget the jab she
landed on Biden himselfin a primary debate
for the party’s White House candidacy. She
had reminded voters of his 19705’ dalliance
with race segrej ;,ahon forcing himonthe
late ad

of

A plea to educators at the cusp
of a seminal shift in education

We should set aside small differences and look at the policys positives to help transform education

ANURAG BEHAR

ANEP. There area few other matters
that I will not mention )u‘n- lr.lunl v\.ml
ml.ul preytothe

could undeniably Jead to problems. Not
Jjust now, but uwultmlum:u-:m Bath
L 3 5

“that1 in
Other Sphere carlier, whereln, dupm-
l.lr),v: greementon something, vel

ible, which
thetical lu good education. An unm.um
use of the pﬂnnplculdl.ull\ from

onthefe hilosophy may b ounter
agreements. tothis Tlumummhmm;,uy,-bm xml
ducation Policy & lycon-
tenti Itis invested with th textand o's might behind
3 hopesand fall people. Itis | impleanenting that interpeetation
lﬁﬂssusﬁmanlln/ itatives for Wipro Lid quich

politics and ideology, inthe

nm vmuld be hml 1o mnpm withlater,

pow
deepest sense. It must

T

pe
d deliver on all this, ing policy because mcv.m
National Education Policy leffecti 1 b inpawer at the Centre. Some
020 (NEP) approved by the limited resources. believe that the text of the NEP is mostly
Union cabinet on 29 July replaces So, the response | good. but llnever
the National Policy on Education, 1986. | tothe NEP rhabl it Oth the worst
leaders of he opposi i thetext of the

s notas though nth "
Slelnt

bu-«uhangedmlwuk d Bulitis

Ithas bee |\wn«l Lequally posity vl)

thitacomprehensive policy abion

while a few have
oppasedit marm ince cducators can

slicy because of thei oppo

without having read it
Uppnmlu the NI H’ isan ineflectual

developed, ly all aspects pl.n

of Indian education. tosupport the
Itisuseful tok the 0

NEP & not. Itis not an implementation edly. and offer

plan, which must now be developed,

A powerful political
party cannot be hazmed by opposing an
licy. Instead, ifthey also

whichmay improveit. The ..nl, ones

use the’ whv.xpluoldm n their

both by the Centre and states. Itisalso | [would ot attempt
L baw; legislati those 1
counts will be required for its imple- because of their b aloss

mentation, both by Parlisment and

tures.

Inits essence, the NEPis acoherent

framework designed to fulfil the sims
it India’

of personal power or setback to com-
mercialinterests.

Some may stop their attacks once
they ace cept (lul this is not an imple-
ce their peevesare

through the relevant mechanisms,

tions, norms and resources. Itisa
i

about *how will all this happen”. Others
awn specil nﬂcrencvsn‘ilh

1M page draft National Education
Policy (NEP) developed by the

nse. They must decide
whether opposing the entire pol

For instance, its explicit commitment 1o
strengthen the public education system
as lh(- foundation of a vibrant demo-

those matters well Inother v\\lnh ir
they don't trust the words asthey are in
the policy, they could call its blulTby

trying to make those words reali
Maay of theen have beea deeply
N

m-
Onthe NEP, they

choice. Asa centrist, he always had appeal
among the swing voters whose support would
be needed to topple Donald Trump's divisive
presidency, but as a Democrat wary of leaning
too far left, he seemed unable toenthuse a
crucial constituency of party lovalists for
whom America’s dismal state of race relations
was the defining issue of 2020, especially after
an African-American named George Floyd was
lynched in May. Age was seen Lo be against
Biden, too. Now with Harris on his electoral
ticket, covid-19 on Trump's failure list, and an
electorate found by pollsters tobe keenon
change, he can expect the backing of asocial
coalition thatis both diverse and determined
to usher him into the White House next year.
That Harris lends Biden's liberalism cre
dence by virtue of her multicultural identity is
. lent. Born toan Indian mother and a
Jamaican father, she is the first “woman of col-
our"—and of partly desi descent, we might

Assomeone who “gets
it", she has made her sensibilities clear. She
Imuﬂm spoken ofbeing a fan of Bob Marley,

] serve as anth fjustice

racial equality as a core value. That the two
leaders have made up since and joined hands
against Trump speaks of the efficiency of
America’s political system in converging
forces fora cause.

Asrandom sample polls place Biden com-
fortably ahead of Trump, alead that Harris s
likely to boost, the rest of the world would
want to know what achange in US leadership
would mean for its foreign policy. ile New
Delhi has invested much inits relationship
with Trump, Republicans are usually consid-
ered [riendlier to India than Democrats, and
Harris raised concerns over Kashmir alittle
less than a year ago, a Biden-Harris administra-
tion could serve our larger interests well. The
US role in world affairs could do with both
coherence and predictability. The threat
posed by Chinato a hard-won global order
based on market democracy cannot be seen off
without active US involvement. In this context,
what must assume priority in geopolitics are
the values that countries share, asopposed to
the myopic deals of mutual back-scratching
that the current White House seems to prefer.
And an Americaless divided within may also
be easier for usto dobusiness with.

| MY VIEW | LI

not politicians.
Weare atamoment in Indian educa-

over afew dent.
tedtothe Centre in May 2019.1wasa Then pp! nm-dmm di
il i i i [ by the lan
Only on afew mat he NEP, b eof tion that could be seminal. 1tis for usto

detalls. The Lext seems ambiguous and

m.ake it so. Irrespective of our politics,

mmmsub«unuwl) uum the nll\

The N: ‘mattess. This ifwe use the
proposed by the dNEP hasa't four should only be expected, s..m-uk- goodin the NEPand makeit happen.
place in the NEP. But its absence formal written overn- and thus hel,
doesn't dilute the spirit or intent of the mentisby “m this g ia for the better.

10 DEARS A

e

60

L

I_J!IBT A !‘3@3@5?‘

Let's be clear. [The US] is
anation founded by
immigrants. Unless, you
know, your history is of...
your ancestors being
kidnapped and brought over
on a slave ship, unless you
are Native American, your
people are immigrants.

KAMALA HARRIS

-

Threeideas for us to achieve our higher education goals

KAPIL VISWANATHAN &
RISHIKESHA KRISHNAN

Indore, and Krea Univessity—Ican vouch for

region. Regular d be online to
save traveld L but i i

e hastob

the fact that this is indeed 2

amic. lll'lsmmllx‘muu'

elfort, Qualitiively speaking. the NEP
necessitates a cultural shift among faculty,
students and parents, away from a herd

Third, a good information technology
backbone is needed for effective administra-

acti 3
learning (post-Covid, of course.

aged: {in the
)pml ul autonomy and dmuwn that llw

plilluy nlxiwm’liu envisaged by Ih« I'LI’

g collab-

mentality, o quote P ister Narendra
Modi, to embrace eritical thinkingand holis-

e, respectively, vice-<hairman
of Krea University, and director
of Indian Institute of
Management Bangalore

a standard credit system. While the NEP
acknowledges the impor-

practices, The

mumuu expensive, and do ot provide
ife-cycl

ations of broader polic

which &t the beart ofany universin

for higher education, in particular, the | Faced with this execution ithes ywie could count | lvinsauniformdelini- | is an urgeat need for  reasonably-priced
National Education Policy 2020 | challenge, wefocus here onthree ideasthat | itstes to embrace it fully tionofcredits (orathkeastan | ERP system tailored 1o meet the needs of
ks among the best pol couldbelpus moveintherightdirection. | because of concerns o eofjaboration ¢y tmaslitable set of | Indianhigher education. Th

ents ever written in India. It correctly | Thefi around and alternate systems) would | may like 1o use its good offices under the
ifiesmany ol the shortcomings ofthe | HEL to quickly create mult-discplinary | aceess. To addness this. among various ke collaboration and | umbrells of the Atmaaicbhas Bhaat pro-
current high relati Many cities in India | there is a need for much fucilitate giving studeats gnmnwIu(‘.il;nlys'llsdnuh.vpmvnlby]u\'—
its regulation, e mmuu alfla bave multiple high plinary | higher i in the institutes, a - .ou Cpliary tayo. | cighgtiapuiind ol obgint
pro Foe : sureand experience ac ey, the big challenge in making

overhaul” in order to create a ne sm«m rankm]uMn(uhun:md.dftu:nluu-p,um«l.\l Such an inquiry inter-  faculty tnimng institutions. Perhaps this EP work would be the resources
that can offer quality higher education ata | the national institutional ranking o weaves insights from neu- R should be a priority in the Whilethe US has the world's best
50%.almost lian Institute of Science, Indian | roscience, social behaviour mission, and education, its
doublewhatit isnow. Institute ol Management, Bangalore, ¥ Second, to address the | costs have been increasing at a rate much
Whilefew would disugree withthe NEPs | National Law School of India Un undeestand how students better software sizeble need for new fac- | higher than inflation. As we rationalize
bold vision, th i different contexts. ultyand their developenens bours and expect faculty to do

both quantitative and qualitative—about
xpk- arithmetictells us
her education,

l’ndmh we have an Indian Institute of
“Technology, an Indian Institute of S
Research and Krea Univer-

for example, requires the setting up of at
least one new higher education institution
C uhwe«-khwllwnm"o\u.\m Hav-

sity within commuting distance of each
other. One way of creating genuine multi-
disciplinary experiences for students is to

l(rswuh in Ihu hvld uf

we suggest doubling the

more n-sunh e may face a similar cost

lefine the cut-

number of ¥

best insti- splr.l] ¥ fund-

Tution:

ltydevel- | risingcosts Wi N Kout of the b

ting- \»dueul le: g
The envisages the creation of &

opment programmes 1o enhance the skill-

n.moml education lmum

s0 that 20 years from now, we can confi
he N

HEIs—Indisn Institute of Management,

between institutions in the same city or

™ 3
.ldnpllun However, given the pace of

tract

gramme

br
byitsell ? hors

oversess, Thi
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Technology could make justice
delivery efficient and affordable

The adoption of online dispute resolution mechanisms can pre-empt a spike in cases and lighten the burden of our courts

are, respectively, chief executive officer and
officer on special duty, NITI Aayog.

he covid-19 pandemic continues to
challenge the way traditional services
are delivered, includingjustice deliv-
ery. Accesstojustice n the post-pan-
demic phase will be critical, and given
the high pendency and time taken for
resolution of disputes, measures to ensure. thal are
required. The pandemic has led to introspet
and an immediate need to adjust to this new situ:
tion by fast-tracking innovation led h\ t
The way the S

tice deli

ll require the nt ventionoftech.
redapproach that stratifies
and dis-
pute resolution. The cours, through am online
approach fornow, which would eventually move
toahybrid model involving virtual and in-court
hearings, are framing a road map for courtroom
resolution. For dispute avoidance and contain-
ment entailing low- and medium-value civil
matters, online dispute resolution (ODR) could
work. Ithas the potential to pre-empt disputesat
ancarly stage.
Inadapting to an online format, the Supreme
Courtseffrtshave been exemplary far exceeding

1 Iternet WE move Y
& search busie-

Pachyderms are known to have a natural fear of bees

IsTockPHOTO

Beefencingto safeguard farms from elephants

beehive

intrees,

Asiaand Afric

‘ecomingup

with safe and humane ways to kmpcluphwn(s at bay and educeconfli with

"humans. For

fore:

defterrent—a bechive fence Boehive foncos were first successfully rialled and
implementedin Kenya by Lucy Kingofthe Elephanis and Bees Project, whereit

as found that

lephant’s natural fear of bees.
i ut the fences

Inspired bya meeting with Kingat

in Uttara Kannada. Farmers in the district have traditionally practised apiculture,
so they werealready comfortable handling hives.

The Guardian

Nanotechnology can turn bricks into batteries

R egular house bricks could be used to power electroni

afteramajor break

through y \University

inSt Louis, Missou thatthe chey could b

converted i i
orrecy-

housesinto; gmmsupex capacitors. “nurmsyhndm»rks with mgularhu
cledbricks, and we can make our own bricks as well,”s:
professorof chemistry at Washington University

id Julio D'Arcy, assistant
. m matter of fact, the work that

wehave published...stems from bricks that we bought at Home Depot right here

pigment in bric
The. Indepcudcnt

Why so many are uber bullish on artificial meat

A s more Australians flirt with the idea ormdumng their meat ml'\kc anew

report has found that plant-b

better orsimilar to their real meat equivalents.Non-profitalternative me:

onaverage

think

tank l- nnd Frontier analysed the nutrition II\I\mndl ion and health rating of almost
New

for dispute resolution. Relying on

the volume of online I other
Jjurisdictions across the world. The Court l’ld: also

ingand te gy to transm

dates all merchants in member countri
heavailability of OD

tem:

sharply reduce the expenses involved in resolving

The United States launched MI-Resolve in

to
s. Vidhi's paper also cites

umlexAmpleaol'DDRbemg usedasatool

introduced e-filing, and facilitated the reationof | adispute. Asthe physical partiesis not D
infrastructure around the New Delhi district needed, ODR i ! Il disput
courts for ity hea ble.

Itis safe tosay that Evenl he covid outbreak, there wasa

made tointegrate technology inthe mull

growingrecognition lhal ina cmmlrv aslargeand

The Lok Adalat ot pr
jects for the adoption of e-Lok —\dalals Thcmm

bulk of disputes numdc the courts. Lollahm all\’

spute remlullon centre of New
due c:

on (heonlmed

at

gration of of
justice more affordable and convenient, and thisis

resolution
ODRLuul(lpultnlmlh elp solve small- Ami

of money claim disputesin the
UK, andalsoa civiladministrative tribunalfor

what ODR can hel ¥

lysaid to
its adoption for appropriate matters.
ODR has the potential to be both transformative
ivein helping reduce
the courts, through avoidance, containment and,
“,henrequlred resolution. Technology can now

scale reach
n the words of Justice D.Y.

formal court processe:

Canada.

lorlndmn at la ODRat the district level

Chandrachud ata mectingorganized by the it
Aayogin June, “Aboveall
damental change inthe mindse

|nsnghlsﬁ)rlhm purpose. The Vidhi Centre for

msup

Legal Policyr da titled
oDR: TheFumruylmpmel?,ew[ulmn in India.In

couldbean e: nginitiative that assures
dabl rly, the ease of
doingbusiness could be stimulated by ODR mech-

anisms that ensure timely resolution in large num-
‘en current expectations of a major

in claimsand conflicts, an affordable tech-
led solution is the only way to reduce the
burden on courts. So ODR deserves high priority,

ay

ets ouf

nology. These include asy
tion,asalso doing away wi

be present in person

or
fibre, which meat is not.

100pl ‘meat productsin
totheira ries i burg-
ers, bacon, ‘Thereport, released . finds that
plant-ba onaverage, much

" A v A

The Sydney Morning Herald

The Isle of Wight may have been ajurassic park

A in England, mu umulugm a the University of Southampton iave spent

thelsle afWight.offthe south constof England. They finally determined that he

bones were from the nec:
toscience,” accordi

kand tail of anew dinosaur “previously unknown
se... The dinosaur would have measured about 4

agroupof -

voresthattypically
saurusrex.

tothe rele:

hich Tyranno-
tivedinthe C aboutl15 million years ago, according
CNN

What bone tools reveal of ancient British diets

A; i they've di
LTI

it, *ilmm'mive, build i y ¥. Box-
emclenc mndpmnlof()ul{nndthemeof[ech Several instituti i rossthe |  Inthes times, our approach must . which the1980sand 90s. !
world, including mational Arbi- | be to make life simpler for every person seeking came froma horse that humans butchered at the site for its meat. Flakes of stone
htheneed for partieso | tration Centre, ha\(-n‘l(‘awdglndanc(‘dnmm(‘ms ace ssmjus( . Thisisa good time to introduce inpil i atleastcighti
sentially forvid led remote in i Id Knivesforthej thatotherpeopl
neutral party do not have to depose simultancously | hearings. For e-commerce disputes, globally, ODR. | capacity to pre pare fora potential risc in dispute D lighton
ponscatatimeandplace | hasbeenable toresolve hundredsofmillionsof | ODR couldwell bewhat ourancient relatives. There’s nothing quite like Boxgrove.

and can record the

X hnology adopt
therole of a“fourth party”.

Anotheraspect in the paper is how ODR pro-
idesacost

matters at the conflict level. In the European
Union,an ODR platform provided by the Euro-
pean Commissi hoppil

with India’s larger goal of finding technology-
driven solutions that help the common man secure
timel dableand justice deliv

ctive and easily ac

and ~ The EU, in fact, man-

Theseare the authors personal views.

I stonetools, dlongwuh {animal bones, that datcd 050,000 yearsago. I
BB

Innovation is too important to leave just to innovators

DANIRODRIK

funding of basic
research labs. It relies on scientific talent
trained in universities supported by public
funds. The state provides innovators with
‘monopolyrights through the patent system,

rightsor priv
nonsofdugml innovations.

implica-

recent paper, Harvard BusinessSchool pro-
fessor Josh Lernerand Ramana Nanda have

Lerner and Nanda suggest that the geo-
graphic concentration of VC firms may have

Moreover, firms tend to

capital and manage

automation inorder toincrease the ret llll‘ll lu
. at the expense of

quantified alu
orities may be from those of ordi X
Inthe US, venturecapital (VO) playsadis-
ginnovation

and pri-

o the ] " of inno-
inother partsof the counts
Biased priorities revailin ])\1b]|<‘ innova-

Thelargest single
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