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A wrong diagnosis

In post-mortem of secularism, we are hand wringing
over religion, missing the real crisis
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

AFTER THE HARVEST

New Agriculture Infrastructure Fund is welcome. But cold
chains and agro-processing are no panacea
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‘WORDLY WISE
EATING IS AN AGRICULTURAL ACT.
— WENDELL BERRY

PPROBING QUESTIONS ARE being asked about
the failures of secularism to get to the roots of
India's current crisis. One characteristically in-
trospective piecein thisveinwas by Yogendra
Yadav “Secularism gave up language of reli-

jor i i regulated
ing of farm produce, the Narendra Modi government has launched a new
culture Infastructure Fund. A financing faciliy for stting up warehous-

ing, cold chain, itprovidesan
interest subvennon of3 per centonloansofup oRs2 crore for a maximum sever year pe-
riod. Th mainly o be farmer producer d ul-

ieties, witha ofRs1 l.lkhcmreaverlhecurrenl

andnext In tive for

resultofthat’

(me Print, August 5). Yogendra and | agree
aboutseveral things: The plutocracy of theold
order,the reductiveintellectual approaches of
thelLeftthatdisabled any serious understand-
ingofIndian culture. Secularism became syn-
onymouswiththe politics of opportunism, set-
tingupadynamicof competitive victimisation.

But lso writes, “Seculari

ernment-backed credit coverage against defaults. All inall, agood scheme atleaston paper.

defeated becauseitdisavowed ourlanguages,
becauseitfailed toconnect withthe language
of traditions, because it refused to learn or

Also,there can upcloser d
g speak the language of our religions.
tablished d institutions, thereby un:ren:entrefonnslhates- ﬁ,,,,r Al seoulorion e
sentiallyaim atimproving producers'realisati upee.
But Tostartwith, T
Horticultural Board are already providing credit-] lmked subsidy on capital investments in forour times.” This s afashionable claim with
pr-olng reefervans i surface plausibility. But, on reflection, this
o : ) cotiony daimis historically problematic,philosophi-
P rastructu ) cally dubious and culturally dangerous.
in potatoes,just s lotf pacity, including low-cost -built on-farm

structures, has been created for onions under the Rashiriya KrishiVikas Yojana. Sowhy one

The Indian republic was born in the
shadowof theviolent catastrophe of Parition.
Virtually every nationalist leader outside of
the Marsist Left was crafting anidiom of pol-

moresd toask.Ifatall,itwould
d money.
econdl fourth
ofIndia s“processed” by mill. O likewise,
quarterof the offici: ilk production. i

lowing milk to be chilled “at source” i Butall that hasn't

solved the problem of cane payment arrears or stopped the current crash in milk procure-

ment prices. The same goes for onions and potatoes. Being able to store certainly enables

farmers to harvest their crop, say, in March and make staggered sales till November to take

advantage of higher off-season rates. But again, it has not ended price volatility that ulti-
consumers. The focus of poli

decades, they

tarted processing The next ially in today’s
age of surplus, should be in crop planningand information dissemination to help farmers
betteralign their demand

FIRE AND PANDEMIC

Fire accidents in COVID-care facilities in Ahmedabad and
Vijayawada follow a dismal pattern. There must be safety audits

TLEAST 10COVID patients were asphyxiated when amakeshift hospitalin
More than ix med-

ical personnel were reportedly present in the hotel-turned COVID-care fa-
cilty whenashortcircuitin 'sair-condiioning unit lared into

ablaze. Andhra AK

which had rented the hotel,for failing to check if the temporary facility adhered to fire

safety norms. He has accused private hospitals of taking “advantage of people’s fears of

the virus and their reluctance to take lre.llmenl atgovernment hospitals by charging ex-

orbitant! i int. But the Vij

frames the filure of the sate i not usin the lockdown period o mobilse amenities for

COVID patients. Itsevident that safety conc

standby arrangements, after Andhra Pradesh’s COVID caseload began to increase.

Itis no rocket science that, with their breathing capacity compromised by the vral at-
tack,COVID incident thataffects theiroxygenin-
take — expi that could have fatal consequences
fo them. Some countries have issue fr safety guidelins nthe afermath of e pan-
inindia,

hrifti

demic.Butit

iticsthat
They were creatively trying to craft a distinct
Indian modernity within an Indian vocabu-
lary, trying to transcend tradition without
making tradition despicable. But as Gandhi
recognised, that project was, in one sense, a
failure: It did not prevent India's communal-
isation. Gandhi's example could exercise a
residual moral force. But whenever religious
themes were brought into politics, whether
inthe quotidian policies that were enacted af-
ter Congress governments were elected in
1935, orinthelargerideological projectorid-
jom, they generated conflict So the idea that
taking religion seriously as a political matter
will solve the communal problemis a histor-
ically dubious proposition. Modern religious
politics is born in the crucible of demacracy
and nationalism, not theology.

‘Thelessoninthe walceof Partition was that
toavoidviolence, youneed tolowerthestakes
ofpolitics by keeping religion outof it. Thean-
imating impulse of Indian secularism was to
produce peace by trying not to make religion
amatter of public contestation. And a lot of
our compromises were a result of that. This

Let us grant, as Yogendra and
Talways have, the political
opportunism behind secular
political parties. Let us grant
that some communal bigots
abound in any large religious
community, Hindus or
Muslims. Let us grant that the
Left played fast and loose
with historical narratives.
Does this really license what
we are witnessing today: The
saturation and legitimation of
venomous anti-Muslim
prejudice? These causes that
Yogendra cites, are not causes.
Theyare, to use Edmund
Burke’s phrase, pretexts.
Pretexts for prejudice across
the religious-non religious
binary.

was an impossible position to hold, because

have the commanding heights of maybe half
adozen iti iversiti

vening nrelgion, o beratendividuals from

were vernacularised in the Seventies. V D

oppressive and 15 hierar-
chlesSomemnesﬂnsmlervennonwasa isym-
metricallyappiedtosome groups more than

rs. But

textbook than JNU historians. Doordarshan
could rightly telecast Ramayana and
Delhi University’s obtuseness

gmm.,mg ofawhole-scale majoritarianism?

‘The current contest is hardly over tradi-
tional forms of religiosity; most Hindus have
made theirideological peace with modernity
and preserved religiosity. The current contest

over including them in its syllabus notwith-
standing. In short, the cultural prestige and
importance of the Left in shaping Indian cul-
ture has been hugely exaggerated. They
played conformist academic politics. B the

isover

ideathatHi -

alised

ber of this political doits domi-
nant narratives have space for its diverse
histories?Itis not he pieties

ct de-
scribesareality.
isright thatin NorthIng

of religion. Let us not beat around the bush
over what defines the current moment. It is
largelyabout marginalising Muslims from the
Indian narrative.

Letusgrant,as Yogendraandalways have,
the political opportunism behind secular po-
litical parties. Letus grant that some commu-
nal bigots abound in any large religious com-
munity, Hindus or Muslims. Let us grant that
the Left played fast and loose with historical
narratives. Does this really license what we
arewitnessingtoday: The saturationand legit-

isa peculiar politics of resentment generated
overthe status of Hindi. But there is an impli-
cation here that secularists somehow dis-
avowed Indian languages. Thisis odd because
it seems to map secularism onto English.
Every Indian language crafted a new vernac-
ular version of secularism. The Hindi sphere
had, for example, Ramdhari Singh Dinkar,
Dharamvir Bharati, Hazari Prasad Dwivedi,
Kunwar Narain and others. They constituted
the sphere of religiously engaged but mod-
emistpublicriicism. They were notidelined

Theactive

These causes that Yogendra cites, are not
causes. They are, to use Edmund Burke’s
phrase, pretexts. Pretexts for prejudice across

secular, culturally nuanced Hindi public
sphere was bowdlerised by the new genera-
tionof vemnacular newspaperowners, Thecri-

in feeds on the

Totake religionseriously is o preservethe
conditionsof religious freedom forall letting
each person discover the law of their own
Being I trembleatthe thoughtofa politicised

convenient trope the BJP uses that somehow
asmall cabal of metropolitan intellectuals is
toblame for India’s woes.

In a post-mortem of secularism, we are
hand wringing over religion, not because we

publicsphere taking religion seriously.Itusu-
Sy " define wh

lost the key there, but|

youare, it
Versions of religion that benchmark good or

ight there. The deeper
ideological debates; after ll di

tories of their pasts sothat they become com-
forting narrativesfor people,and it meansin-
strumentalising religion to political purposes.
We do not need another version of what it
means to be a good Hindu. Who can be pre-
sumptuous enough to define or benchmark

ing tolerance for prejudice and the unleash-
ing of a ferocious darkness. Let us name the
beast for what it is and not hide behind the
pieties of secularism or religion. Recovering
the project will not meana return to’religion,
butaconfidencein the promisc ofanew free-

that? What we need is a
menttofreedom, withallits risks, self-- duubts
and fashioning and refashioning of identities.

There was a kind of reductive cultural
crudeness in a lot of Left engagement with
Indian culture. But letus get real. The Left may

rights, not continually play out resentments
against the Other.

Thewriteris contributing editor;
‘The Indian Express

SHIBANI GHOSH

MANDATE BETRAYED

Draft EIA notification dilutes environmental protections, is in denial of ecological crises

THEDRAFTENVIRONMENTAL impactassess-
ment (EIA) notification 2020 proposed by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change has met vith massiv opposton. As

country

the h
period draws to a close on August 11, the

Second, the proposed mechanism to deal

ri-

procedural envionmental ights. he publi
esses currently in force un-

mary goalof the EIANotification 200Gis topre-
vent, or take adequate precautionary meas-
ures to mitigate, adverse impacts of projects
by requiing a clearance before

derthe FIA Notfication 2006 arealeady un-
satisfactory, but the draft notification curtails
theirscope further. Italsoreduces accesstorel-
evantinformation for project-affected persons.

Global Discase Burden Study 2017 — no special measure or was ini-
crisi AmdemsmCOVID—carefacnlmeshave

rep-
resentations and appeals. This is not surpris-

by pastinstancesof firesi cin- —andpeo-
emahallsand hospital afety st Pe— high. There is a rying
week,forinstance, i leasteight

COVID patients to death — the hospital, reportedly, did not have a fire safety cemﬁcate
imilarly,
isreported to h thestaffof both d hotel
hazards inthe makeshiftacity and yet id not bother to conductrepais.
After isters of Gujarat, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana,Odishaand Uttar radesh have asked fir safety personnel to onduct

the ﬁre

system. But the Ministry’s proposal perpetu-
ates the faults and weaknesses of the current
ElANotification 2006, dilutesit furtherinsome
respects, and fails to acknowledge the grave
ecological crisesthat the country s facing Idis-
cuss here five reasons for saying so.

First, the draft notificationis legally unten-
ableasit does not conform toits parent Act —

COVID-c ilities. O - But!
in the country takelong It's high time, there-
fore that measures are taken to root out the culture of cutting corners on safety.

YOU HAVE MAIL

The postman, an archaeological relic in the digital age, is back
to save democracy from the pandemic
ECAUSEPOLLING BOOTH g

tionin the US could see an unprecedented volume of postal ballots. Politically,
the role of postmen is now so important that President Donald Trump, who s

the (Protection) Act 1986. The
Act requires the Centre to take measures to
protect and improve the environment. By re-
ducingtheambitand stringencyofthescrutiny
of impact assessment, the proposed regula-
tory processes will prove severely detrimen-
taltotheenvironment. Forinstance, maximum
scrutiny is now reserved for fewer projects.
Several categories of projects caninstead apply
foran* “environment permission” —a simple
application, impact assess-

The proposed regularisation
mechanism is based on a
similar amnesty scheme
which the Ministry

construc mmence. Butthe  For , before a public heanng. the proj-
ectproponent the draft FIA re-
fograntan ex post facto envi ~ port only in English and not in regional lan-

guage:

withoutaclearance. The proposed regularisa-

forelectronic inspection only on a written re-

tionmec -amnesty
scheme which the Ministry introduced in 2017.

quest,
Fifth, there is no effort to put in place

introduced in 2017. The The scheme’s legality d by the e

scheme’s Icgality ‘was Madras High Court on the as-

sustained by the Madras i i The which perform the critical func-
Sty wholesale adoption of this “one-time meas-  tionofindependentevaluation of projects. The

High Courton the e utoff  draftnot i

government’s that dateand rant of ex post facto 45

this was a one-time measure.
The wholesale adoption of
this 'one-time measure' into
the regulatory scheme with
no cut-off date, and the
systematic grant of ex post
facto clearances flies in the
face of the precedents

ment required. These projects include inland
waterways and hydroelectric power genera-
tion of up to 25 MW capacity, which can po-
tentially destroy riverine and hill ecology.

stablished by Supreme
Court verdicts and is against
the assurance given to the
High Court.

clearances flies in the face of the precedence
established by Supreme Court verdicts and is
against the assurance given to the High Court.

Third, there is no mention of climate

days.Italso curtails the discretion of the com-
mittees bydisallowingthem fiom seeking fresh
studies, and sets a high bar for seeking addi-
tionalstudies from the project proponents.

AsIndiaisa

ly it
emnment's priority to ensure that regulatory
approvals do not make parts of the country

thisdraft . The
environment ministry needs tobe clearabout
itsrole —its mandateis tocreate and sustaina

ttheadap-

derofour

il f Also, deci-

sions that will lockin carbon-i infra-
structure in the long term need to be
scrutinised, particularlyinlight of India’s com-
mitmentsunder the Paris Agreement process.
Fourth, the draft notification undermines

erate the p:

Ghosh s fellow, Centre for Policy Research,
ind Advocate-on-Record,
Supreme Court

Butwhat

thevirtue
of traditional tthatSilicon of
billons worldwide, Americans till trust bits of paper delivered by human hands.
Thisisbecause nstinctivel. e know thatitis much easier o hacka digital network
than a human network, made of
eliefs,spread across adiverse nation. In the S postal system, thereis no room for Putin
orGuccifer 2.0,and:
postalblltsis gaanteed didle e, by uman diersiyalone.Ofcouse, Iniansap-
ym. ksand -
il heir il Onam food

parcels are delivered stuffed with newspapers,like the one in your hands, their scrump-
tious contents having vanished into the maw offacelessand heartless postmasters.
But a -

racy after the -and Cambrid i Itis old-fashioned analog. Ever
since email arived, the world's postal services have faced irelevance. And yet,postmen
inthe US, democracy.
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MANIPUR STIR

‘THE STUDENT SPONSORS of the agitation on
the “foreigners” issue in Manipur decided to
resume their six-month-old agitation from
August with a call for “Manipur bandh” on
August 15, Independence Day. There will be
no agitation on August 13, whichis being ob-
served as “Patriots Day”. A decision to this ef-

ASSAM TALKS

THE ALL ASSAM Students Union has decided

to send a six-member delegation to partici-

pate in the preliminary round of talks set to

begin on August 11. Meanwhile, the North-
Sovernor LPSi ASU

Parliament would be implemented in letter
and spirit. AASU made it clear that it would
notdiscuss the mainissue of foreign nationals
butthe Parishad said they had decided notto
participate n the talks inview of the govern-
ment’s fail It

and Gana Sangram Parishad representatives
nottomakevithdravialof“repesse meas-

fect

Manipur Students C

US HIJACK

EVENTSINIRAN may warrant new initiatives
by the US to secure the release of the 52
American hostages, Secretary of State

the  ures” by for
Al-Manipur Students' Union and the ALl Starting negoiaton.The Govemor told rep-
ting Committee him hereatRajBhavan

after* brief” talks between representativesof  that the “two i be connected”.
the students and the government endedin  Singh explained the government stand to
‘organ-  the d Jnion Home

“failure”,

isation said.

Minister's assurances on the floor of the

sically involved contacts developed over the
past months — "diplomatic, non-diplomatic
— through our allies.”
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Trump or Biden

Beijing and Moscow seem to disagree on their preferred candidate for US president. Delhi must brace for
ameasure of unpredictability in America's external orientation

JA MOHAN

CHINA AND RUSSIA tend to agree on mostin-
ternational issues these days. Thanks to the
deepening strategic partnership built over
the last two decadesinopposition tothe US's
dominance, Moscow and Beijing have had
one of the most stable great power relation-
ships of the 215t century. But Beijing and
Moscow seem to disagree on one important
issue — the US presidential elections set to
take place in the first week of November.
While China’s preference seems to be in
favour of the presumptive nominee of the
Democratic Party, Joe Biden, Russia would
rather have US President Donald Trump re-
tain the White House.

Given the global impact of US policies,
everyonein the world has a preference n the
‘American presidential race. With the nomi-
nating conventions of the two parties due in
the next few days, picking the winner of the
USelectionsis alreadya parlour game around
the world.

For India too: the smkes in the US relation-

policies, the current global interestis focused
onwhat Biden might doif he wins the White
HouseinNovember. The prospectsof Biden's
victory appear high at the moment. The

thehuge  Democratic Party
downturn i in its nes with China. Wxth the  navigates the minefield created by Trump's
Ladal res-  full-bl ttacks on China. Democrats say

olution, what happens between the US and

lheydon'twama “new Cold War” with China,

Chinais of great policy

inthe US-Russia relations anda Sino-US rap-

and human rights issues. At the same ti
ustai

prochement under Biden com-
plicate India’s great power relations. For China
and Russia, the preferred outcome is more
than an academic exercise. Both their bilat-
eral relations with the US are caught in
American domestic political turbulence.
Unlike most countries that simply learn to
live with the outcome, Befjing and Moscow

ing a productive engagement wnth Chinaon
global issues such as climate change. China,
then,is right to calculate that a Biden victory
‘might create political room to arrest the cur-
rent escalation of bilateral tensions with the
US and explore accommodation on the full
range of contentious issues.

i i Moscow

are accused of trying:

In a statement late last week on foreign
interference in the American presidential
elections, the US counter-intelligence chief,
‘William Evanina, said that China was trying
to undermine Donald Trump's re-election
campaign and Russia was targeting his
Democraticrival and former Vice President,
Joe Biden. It s no secret that Beijing is out-
raged by the Trump administration’s mas-
sive economic, political and ideological of-
fensive against China in recent months. And
Moscow has struggled to overcome the
deeply -held _conviction among the

'has no reason to be happy with Trump, who
has imposed quite a range of new sanctions
on Russia; but they know Biden's win will
‘makeiteven harder for the much-needed re-
set in bilateral relations. Democrats accuse
‘Trump of treating Vladimir Putinas a “strate-
gicpartner”and “weakening” the Atlantical-
liance with Europe. They promise to change
that by joining “our European partners in
standing up to a revanchist Russia”. The
party’s platform does talk about engaging
Russians on nuclear arms control, but the
colour of its Russia brush is dark.

Democrats say they don’t
want a'new Cold War' with
China, but promise to be
tough with Beijing on trade
and human rights issues. At
the same time, they also
underline the importance of
sustaining a productive

- But, “Trump and
strumel\tal in prising victoryin  Biden, th igissuesi Inbothpar-
the 2016 elections. ties,there sa serious questioning of the many

‘That brings us to a strange political dy-  traditional principles of US foreign policy. On
namic in Washington today. Trump has to -anside, i hasbeen
deny the Democrafic Party’s charge thatheis the principal disruptor. He has trashed
a“Russi " iden America’ ingalliances, challenged

Republican accusations that heis “Chinajoe”
or a shill for Beijing’s interests. And thereby
hangsa tale.

The Democrats have never accepted the
verdict of 2016 and have sought to oust
Trump using allegations of his Russian con-
nection. The Trump campaign argues that
Biden is the very symbol of what it sees as

the conventional wisdom on the virtues of
economic globalisation, and underlined the
futility of America’s endless wars, especially
inthe Middle East.

While Democrats are united in their in-
tense hatred for Trump, many of Trump's
themes find resonance among Democrats.
While the Democratic Party's foreign poll(y

America’ iith China
over the last four decades.
While the world is familiar with Trump’s

would
‘miliar internationalist activism, progressive
factionsin the party oppose Washington's ap-

with China on
global issues such as climate
change. China, then, is right
to calculate that a Biden's
victory might create political
room to arrest the current
escalation of bilateral
tensions with the US and
explore accommodation on
the full range of
contentious issues.

CRSasikumar

petite for costly interventionist wars. Radical
sections of the Democrats want to cutUS de-
fence spending.

Many Democrats oppose free trade agree-
ments that hurt American workers. They
want tough labour and environmental stan-
dardsin trade agreements. While Trump de-
emphasised theimportance of human rights
in the conduct of American foreign policy,
Democrats want to put them at the heart of

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“In the next few months, China should make the world, especially the
Americans, feel the absurdity of playing the China card in election campaigns
which is turning US national interests into partisan gains.”

— GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA

Tax and the crisis

Centre’s reliance on indirect tax revenue, pro-rich
policy, has deprived government of resources
during COVID crisis

CHRISTOPHE JAFFRELOT
AND UTSAV SHAH

The taxation policy of the Indian govern-
ment has been problematic on two
grounds. Not only has it been pro-rich
(and anti-poor), but it has deprived the
state of important fiscal resources — both
particularly damaging in the context of
the COVID crisis.

After abolishing the wealth tax in 2016,
which was replaced by a 2 per cent sur-
charge on super-rich individuals (taxable
income of over Rs 10 crore), the Narendra

rolled bacl

Faced with increased expenditures due
to the ongoing health emergency, states
were forced to open liquor stores in May,
only out of their desperate need to earn tax
revenues from alcohol. This happened at
the cost of relaxing the lockdown and weak-
ening social distancing measures. The
Centre made a similar move by increasing
the dutyon fuel byarecord Rs 10 perlitre on
petrol when global crude prices have been
falling — another move that was neither
pro-poor nor favourable for demand but
speaks of the government's increased de-
pendency on indirect tax-based revenues.

Toaddress the issue, a group of income
tax officers suggested higher taxes on the
super-rich, alongside a COVID relief cess of
4 per cent for all those earning above Rs 10
lakh. However, the report was rejected by
the Centre and some of the officers were
punished for their audacity.

But near-term solutions might need
such measures at a time of crisis and after
the number of super-rich has increased
Last year, the [IFL Wealth

insurcharge in 2019, More importantly, cor-
porate taxes were slashed from 30 per cent
0 22 per cent to attract foreign investors
and induce Indian companies to invest.
Inparallel, the reliance onindirect taxes
hasrisen —a trend that started in the mid-
dle of the UPA years. As the Modi govern-
‘ment has increasingly relied on hiking
cesses and surcharges, the share of indirect
taxes has increased by up to 50 per cent of
the gross tax revenuein FY2019, as opposed
to 43 per cent in FY2011. The combined
share of customs and excise duties and
value-added tax reached an all-time high
of 105 per cent of GDP, with the previous
high of 101 per centin 1987-88. This high

America’s i
would be reasonable to expect that a dwerse
range of groups associated with the
Democratic Party will be mobilising
‘Washington's power to bear upon targets
around the world.

India hzs dealt: Wlth this American script
aspartof withthe

as following a t yin-
crease in customs or EX(]SE duty on C0|T|-
monlyused goadssuchasperleumproc.
ucts, metals and sugar,

Hurun India Rich List showed that the for-
tune of the 953 richest Indian families was
‘more than 26 per centof the country’s GDP.
‘This means that a tax rate of 4 per cent on
them would give the government the
equivalent of 1 per cent of GDP - the
amountof the firstand second COVID relief
packages.

Successful examples from Europe,
where high tax rates on the wealthy have
playedakey role inensuring a strong social
security net for the poor, should encourage
India to consider the rationale for a wealth
tax. Higher taxes on the super-rich could be
used for cash transfers and a fiscal stimu-
lus, that, inIndia, at 1 per cent of GDP each,
have been negligible so far. Though India
surpassed its comparable neighbours on
the lockdown stringency measures, it has

till not ificant relief measure:

Consumer durables.Ths s also when the
service taxwas hiked steadily to 18 per cent
(under GST)from 12.4 per centin 2014. This

tocompensate for the economic disruption
caused by the lockdown. Countries like
Bangladesh, Indonesia and Vietnam, de-

US over thelast three decades. Today, there is
bipartisan support from the Republicansand
Democrats for a strong partnership with
India. There are many strands — economic,

nalise the poor and the middle class more
than the rich. Another example is the im-
position of

spite having less stri measures, have
announcedasubstantial; shareof their GDP
towards economic relief.

Sofar, has not fully used

Bharat cess and Krishi Kalyan cess in addi-

—that|
toIndia-US relations.

Four years ago, there was no dearth of
sceptics who insisted that India-US relations
would nosedive under Trump. Delhi, how-
ever, found ways to elevate the US partner-

tiontoGST. Th nature of these

its fiscal instruments, Deferring tax pay-
‘ments, with continued

cesses has been widely opposed by the
states and criticised by the CAG, who has
pointed out the lack of ransparency and in-
complete reportinginaccountson the util-
isation of amounts (ollected under cesses.

ship to higher levels inthe Trumpy

tieson filling extensions and slashing corpo-
Tate taxes is not the appropriate approach
towards reviving the economy. With the
Centre's fiscal deficit reaching nearly 5 per
cent of the GDP, and tax revenues likely to
remain subdued over the next two years,

Indiac:

in that

administration for granted. To be sure, Delhi
is familiar with Biden, who served as Vice
President for eight years under Barack

enue loss of Rs 1.5 lakh crore have con-
tributed to making the state poor. The tim-
ing of these tax cuts was puzzling as direct

Obama,and many of oices for
top policy positions.

Unlike Beijing and Moscow, Delhi has no
incentive to pick sides between Trump and
Biden. Itcan deal productively with both. But
Delhi is conscious of the current unprece-
dented churnin US domestic politics and the

theinter

tax collections k by over 3.5 per
centwithameagreincreaseinindirect taxes
fothe eperod Api February of2019-20.As

wealth
tax,a COVID-19 cess on the super-rich and
a surcharge on the super-rich for their in-
come from listed equity shares are critical
for mitigating the current situation. Such
‘measures would also play a key role in re-
ducingbothincomeand social inequalities.

in thelos
in direct taxes, th iscal fict jumped be.
yond 4.5 per cent of GDPin 2019-20. Thisis

D-1 it
allows India to reformts tax system in or-
der to make it work towards inclusive

one of
education and health

eign and economic policies. India should,
therefore, be prepared for a measure of un-
predictability in America’s external orienta-
tion in the coming years.

Thewriteris director, Institute of South Asian

Cuts in corporate taxes, increased indi-
rect tax revenues, decreased capital expen-
diture and practically nochange in revenue
expenditure on health and education show
that Indias taxation policy is more busi-
ness-friendly than pro-poor, atatime when

Studies, National University
contributing editor on international affairs
forThe Indian Express

de oriented approach to the
economy is counter-cyclical: What India
needs is more demand.

growth and
rather than targeting only investment-led
economicgrowth. Afterall, India’s tax-GDP
ratio was only 10.9 per cent in 2019, as.
against the OECD average of 34 per cent.

Jaffrelot s senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris and professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s India
Institute. Shah is astudent of International
Economic Policy at Sciences Po

Ry

2

370 myth gone, now reality

Kashmir's future is tied to India’s, it is for all of us to decide what that will be

ABHINAV KUMAR

FOR HISTORIANS, AUGUST 5, 2019, will be a
dateof great significance. Ina historic speech
in Parliament, Home Minister Amit Shah an-
nounced a series of far-reaching changes re-

the Valley. Not.
ot reaffirm their commitment to the na-
tional cause in another episode of success

strand of jihadi Islam that was
not a part of the cultural fabric of the Valley.
Perhaps the government could: consider tak-

of supreme sacrifice by their officers and

garding Jammu & Kashmir. In one fell swoop,
the C asideall ituti

political and administrative arrangements
that had defined the relationship of the erst-

. Along
central forces, the role of JKP has been criti-
calin ensuring the peace post August 2019.

ingove
into Kendnya Vidyalayas. Th|s would hit the
jihadivirusatitsve

isolated and prosecuted to the full extent of
the law Teachers, doctors, lawyers and civl
servants who preach secession

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PAST AND PRESENT

THISREFERS TO the editorial, ‘A deaf ear
toTagore'(IE, August 10).It s troubling
that historical traditions are being un-
dermined at a time the country seems
to be reinvigorating some of its past
practices. The decision to cancel the
BasantaUtsav and Poush Mela at Visva-
Bharati

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

®THEDIGITAL
EQUALISER:

inga salary from the public exchequer must
not beallowed to carry on playing this dou-
blegame.A the wor mffend-

toeducation in the Valley and provide jobs.
Another important source of separatist

ma
joritarian nationalism. The tradition is
symbolic of Tagore's emphasis on “uni-
versal humanisim” and developing na-

pro-india sentiment s to gther hold i the
Valley. The mediain Srinagaris ethnically ho-
to an extent that would be un-

thinkable anywhere else in the country. This

whlle princely state with the Union of India. In The check on cross-| entiment has been fearof mi-
i i and the ion of large-scale terror i i There-
ement, | had i jorac Post-  cent changes in dommle laws sparked a

for the abrogation of Article 370. August 5, there has been constant pressure  wave of anxiety. Howevel

The biggestconcern for us was the possi-

on Pak-| based outfits by the ISI to do some-

ble public reaction on th Srinagar

thing spectac-

theviolent protest of 2016 summer were up-
permost in our minds. It is a tribute to the
planning and execution by our authorities,
especially the leadership of all the security
forces, that a year has gone by and we have

ular. The count grid in the
Valley remains robust, and the last few
months have seen many successful opera-

of other Indian states suggests. these fears
arelargely baseless. No state of India has ex-
perienced asignificant change inits demog-
raphy or culture, Writing in these pages a few
days ago, a prominent Kashmiri politician

as seriously distorted the narrative. Some
corrective measures need to be taken, espe-
cially by national media platforms.
On the governance side, the panchayat
experiment, restarted in 2018, deserves the
fullest support. There is no substitute for

ithevery

and their backers in Pakistan to do some-

had zero civilian. inl
rect clashes. The couple of civilian dezths

Article 370
is bound to grow.
i fArticle 370isanec-

Srinagar have Iargely stayed free of stone-
pelters, and more importantly, hospital

essary condition for achieving the full inte-
gration of &K with the rest of India, is byno

pellet injuries.

Aword of appreciation is also required
for the rank and file of Jammu & Kashmir
Police and their senior leadership. There
were many apprehensions about how they
‘would react to these changes. They have laid

dismantling the ecosystem that sustained
this militancy for three decades. The most
critical element in this ecosystem is the
mosque-madrasa network that has radi-
calised generations of Kashmiri youth and
given a jihadi character to the separatist

torestallsuc exemplar
conductand dedication toensuring peacein

Many of these mosques host
hard-line preachers from UPand Bihar, who

of
use ofthe domicile law. The hypocrisy of his
assertion is simply Itis the

yif acre

ible pro-India narrative. The calibrated

restoration of communication facilities is
I h ing.Inc tumn:

. Wemustre-
mel\lberthatwehavemstay united but
this unity is not meant to be against our
own people.

Patiala

@ THEPASTINTHE
Pl T:

RESENT:
JYOTIPUNWANI

ECONOMIC REALITIES

‘This refers to the article The new con-
sumer’, (IE, August 10). There seems to
‘e aconsensus among epidemiologists
and public health experts that the coro-
navirus itis here to stay and humanity
will be living with the pandemic well

Valley that carried out ethnic cleansing of
Kashmiri Pandits. It is the Valley which has

restive, restrictions can be reimposed.
Till August 5, 2019, Article 370 was seenas

ble foundation stone of any

Pl

Ladakhto

irpolicy. That myth has been

ensure perpetual Kashmiri
the politicsandsocey f 8K The shocin
deed pinches alot

its exis-
tence,all Article 370 had done was to encour-
in Kashmir. For bet-

‘The civil society in Kashmu needs toun-
dergo a serious transformation too. For too

ter or for worse, Kashmir's future is tied to
Ind|a Itisuptoallof usto decxde by our col-

into2021 The post-COVID
consumption pattern would have to
factorin this new reality. The older ways
of doing business will no longer be sus-
tainable. Th influen-

itwith the new realities.
Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

BEIRUT LESSONS

This refers to the editorial, ‘Beirut in
the dark’ (IE, August 10). The ammo-
nium nitrate explosion tragedy in
Beirut was avoidable. It also has les-
sons for India where chemicals, even
the most toxic of them, are used in
both the formal and informal sectors.

tial leaders from across the world at
Davos could be advanced to deliberate
on the great reset of the global econ-
omy. There is a call, as well as a press-
ing need, for anew Bretton Woods-type

longthey have fed namative of

whatthat

victimhood, laced with a generous dose of
xenophobia towards the rest of India. The rab-
idly anti-Indian elements must be identified,

The writer s a serving IPS officer:
Views are personal

derto rejig the global order by aligning

Afew steps to preventa
chemical catastrophe that need to be
taken include, “identification of the
most explosive chemicals still in use,
putting in a place a protocol for han-
dling them and disseminating this
protocol widely.

$SPaul, Nadia
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Epicentre of Covid
India needs a national action plan

'ndia has now become the epicentre of Covid-19, with the maximum number

of daily cases happening in this country, and there are no signs of the curve

flattening, unlike in most other countries. The data shows that the number

of new cases is now slowing both in the US and Brazil. India has crossed the
2 million mark in terms of the number of cases and is now recording more than
60,000 daily infections. The data that things are unlikely to
in the near term. Although India has increased the capacity to test about 700,000
samples a day, it is not enough. The positivity rate continues to remain high,
‘which indicates that the problem is only going to get bigger. Even as the load has
moderated in large cities, Covid is now spreading in other parts of the country,
including rural areas. It would be more difficult to contain the virus in rural areas
because of the lack of medical and state capacity.

Given the magnitude of the problem, it is strange that no one in the govern-
‘ment s saying anything about t, as though the problem does not exist or has not
grown to proportions previously unimagined. There are no daily briefings, no
announcement of lengthening “doubling rates”, offering hope. Further, it is not
clear as to who is in charge of handling the situation. It was the health minister
initially, with significant interventions from the prime minister and his office.
Then it was the home minister, especially when things were slipping out of control
in Delhi. There is no clarity on who is in charge now. The collective intervention
significantly improved things in the city-state. However, it is not clear if India has
anational plan to deal with the Covid crisis, or states have now been left to handle
things on their own.

Itis important to note that apart from being a health crisis, surging infection
iscomingin the way of ival because of local disrupted
supply chains. T} -frequency economic recovery
is faltering. The resumption of business tracked by Nomura through an index,
for instance, shows that activity is stuck at about 30 percentage points below the
pre-pandemic level, after witnessing a sharp recovery in May and June. The con-
tinued spread of the virus will only i ic front.
Sustained localised lockdown or, perhaps, an increase in its frequency and spread
‘would further restrict movement and affect both demand and supply. A deeper
than expected contraction will only make things worse. India, therefore, needs a
broader strategy to deal with the evolving situation, and the Centre will need to
take the lead. It will need to coordinate with states where cases are rising. The
issue of finances also needs to be addressed, as states, being on the front line of
fighting the pandemic, would need resources. Thus, all possible instruments to
bridge the fall should be di o that states have
better clarity. Overall, since a possible vaccine s still some distance away, India
needs renewed focus on containing the pandemic.

The post-Brexit world

More uncertainty is the only certainty

he deadli d Brexit negotiati d in June this year, so it
is now certain that the United Kingdom (UK) will leave the European
Union on December 31. This is the only certainty that economic actors
in this four-year drama can hope for at this time as the region struggles
o come to terms with the Covid-19-induced economic slump. Negotiations on a
new trade deal appear stalled over such issues as fishing rights, workers’ rights,
and checks on cargo. If no deal is reached when the deadline lapses, a basic set of
rules under the World Trade Organization will come into operation, involving
tariffs, inspections, and checks at European and British ports. Many Brexiteers
regard this outcome as a desirable one because it would free the UK from what
they consider onerous and costly standards (on safety, environment, and so on)
and leave it free to negotiate more advantageous (and theoretically less burden-
some) deals with other countries, though little headway seems to have been made
in talks with the US or Canada. Although this flexible regulatory future sounds
attractive, it masks the practical complexities for manufacturers in terms of fol-
lowing different standards for different markets, requiring tweaks on the assembly
line and the need to maintain multiple sets of documents. Indeed, the EU, Wthh
understandably, has no stake in easing the divorce is
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Ramayanaand Mahabharata
indistantlands

The humanistic spiritembedded in Indian epics is better

understood in Southeast Asia

at Ayodhya on August 5, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi referred to the popularity of the
Ramayana in distant lands, in particular, the
Muslim majority countries of Indonesia and
Malaysia and in other countries of South and
Southeast Asia. The irony was perhaps lost on him
that it was on the site of the criminal demolition of
amosque that a temple to celebrate Ram was being
built. Would the countries with adherents of Islam
really consider the building of a
temple to Ram an occasion to cele-
brate with the people of Hindu
faith in India?

The continued popularity of
the Ramayana in distant lands pro-
fessing different faiths is testi-
mony to the universal and eternal
moral and ethical dilemma faced
by humanity, which the Indian
epics, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, depict with such
poetic eloquence. They do this
through a narrative that is
instantly familiar to human beings irrespective of
their religious, political or philosophical persua-
sion. To trap Ram in agolden and glittering edifice
is to shrink his universal appeal as a moral hero—
a Maryada Mahapurusha— to a local deity who
needs a bricks and mortar dwelling to convey his
transcendent message. If the message needs such
resplendent props, it loses all spiritual content.
This the prime minister seemed unaware of even
as he sought to celebrate the appeal of Ram in dif-
ferent cultures.

In his speech at the Ram Mandir Bhoomi Pujan

-
SHYAM SARAN

Why is everyone buying gold?

gold — have long been seen as a paranoid

fringe of the financial world, holding the
shiny asset as a hedge against a disaster they always
think i is near. But lately, they appear to be on to
This year, gold is the best performing

G old bugs — investors perpetually bullish on

“level playing field obligations” in the trade agreement that would tie the UK to
EU law and regulations.

The complexity of this position will be most evident in Ireland, the only
country with which the UK shares a land border. British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s post-Brexit arrangements draw a line in the Irish Sea but Northern
Ireland will be desi UK itory. Good: ing Northern Ireland
from the rest of the UK will be treated in two ways. Those deemed “at risk” of
being moved to the Republic of Ireland would be subject to EU tariffs. The tariff
payment can be claimed back if it can be shown the goods were consumed in
Northern Ireland, a structure that condemns businesses trading between these
territories to the sort of ic rigmarole with which all busit inIndia
are familiar. Equally, EU have British pro-
posals to give the City of London, one of the world's largest international financial
centres, access to the European financial markets. This apart, arguments over a.
£39-billion divorce bill are yet to be settled even as the UK refused to contribute
to the region’s Covid-19 bailout package.

All of these issues had proven tough to solve four years ago; given the mount-
ing bad will on both sides, it is unlikely that they will be sorted by November, the
last possible month for EU leaders to sign off on a final agreement. These are real-
ities that Indian IT, financial services, and manufacturing companies that had
set base in the UK to serve the European market must brace for in the coming
year. Many multinationals have already set new bases in Europe — Panasonic,
Sony, and Tesla ar nearly 170 ing firms relocating to Germany
and the Netherlands even as financial services firms are shifting to Frankfurt and
Luxembourg. This exodus may offer the most telling indicator of the shape of the
post-Brexit world.

traditional asset in the world. Its price just topped
$2,000 an ounce for the first time. From serious
investors to newly minted day traders, everyone is
talking up its virtues.

A recent survey of 1,000 people
found that one in six Americans
bought gold or other precious metals
in the last three months, and about
one in four were seriously thinking
about it. On Robinhood, the popular
online trading platform, the number
of users holding two of its largest
gold funds has tripled since January.

It seems we're all gold bugs now.

It's tempting to attribute the
vogue for gold to a desire for a safe
haven during the pandemic —
kind of financial panic reflex llml
will release as the crisis abates. But the gold mania
is also driven by a hunch that the easy money pour-
ing out of central banks and government stimulus
programmes could trigger inflation, which makes
ita more worrisome economic omen.

Serious investors have in the past dismissed
gold as an asset that for the most part just sits there
yielding nothing. In many ways, gold is like oil or
iron ore or any other commodity people dig out of
the ground. Most commodity prices rise and fall
in cycles, gaining nothing in value over time.

Owingto its image as a stable store of value when
others are shaky, gold has held up better than other
but it still hasn’t been a dynamic

RUCHIR SHARMA

tribessuch asthe Muriaof Madhya

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Twas fortunate to have served as India’s ambas-
sador to Indonesia and witnessed on several occa-
sions, the incredible performances of the
Ramayana and episodes from the Mahabharata in
Jogjakarta and in Bali. The Ramayana was per-
formed on a stage constructed next to the famous
9th century temple in Jogjakarta ded-

‘meditating in front of the image of Lord Hanuman.
His answer was simple and direct. He was imploring
Hanuman to enter into his being, infuse him with
his spirit so that in all humility he could do justice to
his performance. He saw no contradiction as a
Muslim, in his ready and uninhibited embrace of
‘what, to more limited minds, may appear as apostasy.

What we in India fail to appreciate is that the
awareness of a higher spirituality, the humanistic
spirit embedded in the delightful stories of our
epics seem better understood and celebrated in
these distant lands than our own. In Indonesia but
also during my assignments in Myanmar and
Nepal, what struck me was not that India was the
source of civilisational advance of our South and
Southeast Asian neighbours, but rather the inspi-
rational spark which led to the profuse cultural
efflorescence in these lands, moulding and trans-
forming what they gathered from generations of
Indian traders, priests and missionaries and
curious travellers. This they achieved through their
own local genius, unique aesthetic sense and above
allimagination. India should take pride in this leg-
acy but with a sense of humility. The history of the
Ramayana and Mahabharata in distant lands holds
a lesson for us. It is not by confining Ram to the
narrow rituals of a religious faith that we should
celebrate the universal appeal of India’s spiritual
and cultural legacy but by learning about its
lmmeasurable and intangible value from its unself-

bl by the

Hanuman.

Prime Minister Modi sought to equate the move-
ment for the building of the Ram Mandir as a strug-
gle no less significant as the struggle for India’s
mdepem‘lence ThlS is to demean both Ram and
iggle. When he said that Ram

5

icated to Trimurti or Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. I

was given the privilege of visiting the green room

tent where the artistes performing the Ramayana
dance drama were rehearsing their
roles and getting their colourful
costumes ready. As I was being
introduced to some of the main
performers, 1 became conscious
that 1 was intruding during
namaaz time as several artistes
were doing their prostrations and
invoking the blessings of Allah.

1 was finally taken to a small
enclosure where the star of the
evening, Hanuman, was getting
ready. I stopped at the entrance
when I saw that the artiste, a mid-

dle aged man, dressed in sarong and jacket, was
sitting still in front of a large portrait of Lord
Hanuman, depicted as flying against a blue sky,
carrying Mount Dronagiri with its life giving
Sanjivani buti, all the way to Sri Lanka, to revive
the dying Lakshamana. The artiste seemed to be
deep in reverential meditation. I think he became
conscious of his visitors because he concluded his
‘meditation, bowed deeply to Hanuman, and then

ot up and greeted me with a smile. As we
exchanged pleasantries, I asked him why he was

investment. Over the past century, the price of gold,
adjusted for inflation, has risen by an average of
just L1 per cent a year, compared with 6.5 per cent
for US stocks. Even the 10-year US Treasury bond,
considered the most risk free asset in the world, has
produced higher annual returns.

Gold has shone mainly in hard luck moments.
1t surged amid the stagflation of the 1970s, rising
more than sevenfold over the course of that decade
to peak at $850 in early 1980. It surged again after
the global financial crisis of 2008,
peaking at $1,900 in 2011, but then
it slid backward over much of the
subsequent decade.

In 2019, after the Federal
Reserve signalled that it was sus-
pending plans to push interest
rates higher, gold mounted
another ascent. Historically, gold
has done best when interest rates
fall below the rate of inflation. As
the inflation-adjusted return on
bonds turns negative, investors
feel comfortable owning gold as a
store of value, even if it yields nothing.

‘That is what has been happening over the past
few months. With bond yields near zero in the
United States and negative in Europe and Japan,
investors have driven up the price of gold more
than 30 per cent this year after a gain of nearly 20
per cent last year. In recent weeks, that surge has
been turbocharged by growing expectations that
all the money governments are pumping into their
economies will reignite inflation.

In addition, with valuations of stocks well above
their long-term average, gold appears relatively
cheap. And with central banks printing money
hand over fist, asastabl ‘native

had always resided in [he hearts of his bhakhts, he
was right. But then why does Ram need a man-
made temple to reside in? Some may say that the
temple connects Indians to their past. That it gives
them a sense of continuity and identity. But
Indians have multiple identities not only in terms
of faith, but also in terms of ethnic, linguistic and
cultural particularities. What the struggle for inde-
pendence did was to transcend these particularities
and bind us together in a shared sense of citizen-
ship. Gandhi’s Ram Rajya was an embodiment of
this idea of India. A Ram Rajya which needs a glo-
rious Ram temple as its symbol is a very limiting
conception of India. To put those who struggled
for India’s freedom under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi on the same pedestal as those
who engaged in a criminal act of demolishing the
Babri Masjid is to bring the independence move-
ment to the level of a violent and vulgar brawl.
History is being rewritten for sure. But the intent
is to lead us to a very different tryst with destiny
that seemed possible at the midnight hour of
August 14/15 in 1947, A very diminished idea of
India awaits us as these ominous events play out
in all their ugly manifestations.

Thewriterisaformerforeign secretary and
aseniorfellow, CPR

to the dollar and other major currencies. (Gold is
also pulling up the price of its less glamorous rel-
ative, silver, which is rising from an unusually
depressed level because people see it as a cheaper
play on the same trends.)

For gold to keep rallying, expectations of infla-
tion will have to keep rising. Anticipating higher
inflation has been a losing bet for a large part of
the last four decades, but the odds appear better
now. Most nations are doling out record levels of
stimulus at a time when forces like globalisation,
which kept inflation in check, are weakening.
Normally, if inflation looms, central banks
can be relied on to raise interest rates, but Fed
officials have signalled that they aren’t “thinking
about raising rates,” and do not expect to move
before 2022.

This is not a healthy turn. When interest rates
are this low, money is virtually free, encouraging
speculation in assets of no value to society, beyond
what the seller can get for them. Gold is the prime
example just now. The wider risk is that this kind
of purely financial speculation undermines the
economy by sucking capital away from industries
that will put it to more productive use.

Asan investment, gold has none of the virtues I
admire, like innovation and dynamism, and many
of the vices I despise, including the “rent seeking”
‘mind-set typical of extractive industries. But these
times aren’t normal. Unless a vaccine emerges
quickly, central banks stop printing money franti-
cally and real interest rates start rising again, it is
difficult not to be a gold bug now.

The writer is the chiefglobal strategist at Morgan Stanley
Investment Management, the author, most recently, of
“The Ten Rules of Successful Nations” . ©2020 The New
York Ti vice

rural feminist resistance invisible. Sucha

ofcultures”asoneof themajor
i he writes: “Mi

The culture of ender violence e
thattheaudience forthebook, whom
amongall infls ity fmmth,:\tufruralwcmen MsKaushal addresses as “VIP[s]s in this
hin dif theirtenden itacts of sexual it idea mulnnrm Of ion,” i il fromthe
social milieus.” Disguised asan NRI film rape. violence. Forexample, mostofher what
researcherand armed with pepper ook, As marriage | hi modemn book thus,self- admmedlyhasallmlted
spray,aWhatsAppsafety group, and shewrites, “[w]l thesemen forwomen). This not 1d misogyny | scopeand. byand for
local emergency contact,shespentone | ‘evil‘crazy’, mad, wesi a f“bad”or | inthought,wordanddeed collidewith privileged Indian:
a rith nil ists from every i This sexually 'omen’s MsKausha]alsodlsclosesherhved
BOOK REVIEW comerofthe countr Ked each any ibility for i WHY MEN RAPE: An From
R | sublectaso Iysed theircreati i " Inidan Undercover _ Although thestandpointof feministepisternology,
ROOHI NARULA i “ eligion i forsocial rapebutalsoputs impli i
andcaste, any sexual activitie (aushal  Tesearchreport discussionon sexualviolence, thus
hangebeginsathomeandsodoes | of the family, education, language, Instead, shesituatesthesemenas outsideof marriage- [ d b- i inti i
rape culture. TaraKaushal’s Why culture. mcneyandlocatmn aggregatesof oursociety ratherthan — consensual, non- Publisher: inspectorsource | withreaders. Yet, therestofthe
dian Undercc neglectsto anomahe: Take forexample, one ofher consensual, paid sex HarperCollins who “ascribes conclusion is rather centrist foran
Investigation takesreadersona spccu‘yrh thocmr apediatric —inthesame Publishers India somerapestothe o(hcrwm “rah- rah fcmm]s[book
ingjourneyi i other 12-year-old | category.She ! price: 7399 D K s oneof
nine “undetected”or “un-convicted” | methodology. Itisimportanttonotethat | patient, renderingherparaplegic. The | elucidateshowthis pagenc s “majboori theprimary casorns ot e anarges
i the i readers of ctor conti i ci ‘mentality 3 iani
question—why y migrants”, the culturalliberalismand feminism, and
Indianmen,ape?Forthosewhocanget | majoronebeing excludmgmerapeof Children. £ himself: ing that readerislefttowonderwhetherthis love” topave theway forabetterworld.
andrape “familyman’ and his wife claims, “kids i i Allinall thought-
beaworthwhilejoumey, ‘women.” Itis only within this limited mDurfamlly]ustluvehlm'" [t ‘marriage, i migrant dis N more pervasive provokingjourney and agood starting
‘Withasomewhat DIY approachto scopethat i shals abilty to create D itmentto nowwith ic-induced point forthe privileged feministor
research, Ms Kaushal, awriterandmedia | sexualviolenceinIndia. i reifie i allytryingtomaketheirwaythroughthe
consultant, hascombined elements from ‘MsKaushal'sjourneyi research isthe inherquestto Inthis particularanalysis, mazeofgender politicsin India. Itwillbe
ationalesearch i iggeststrength, For i impossible for “VIP" the
and, ironicall Victorianideas | differentsocial milieus. Forinstance, empowermentasanurban mlpagew.moutmnewed
rcscarchm[cs(hcrhypo[hcsls “Though them. Th of sex, pted by i il isei an; ibuti na oagender
allsortsof men rape, theirreasonsfor i ilify di icesi rapesinNewDelhi “clash render: iolente-freeTdi




Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 11" august

6 EDITORIAL

oo THE HINDU
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020

Health-care centres lack fire safety because
governments pay lip service to regulation
lhe shocking deaths of at least 19 people in special
facilities for COVID-19 management in Vijayawa-
daand Ahmedabad have exposed the deep rot in
regulatory processes for institutional and

Isolating China, as proposition and the reality

Countries like India must note that despite its belligerence, China is far from being quarantined given its economic clout

M.K. NARAYANAN

he latest round of talks, Au-
gu>t 2, between the Military

building safety. While 11 died in the Andhra Pradesh in-
cident, where a hotel had been taken over by a private
hospital to run a COVID-19 care centre, nine patients
perished in the blaze in a Gujarat hospital intensive care
unit (ICU). These ghastly incidents which claimed the
lives of those who were getting treatment or recovering
from an infection in supposedly secure conditions lay
bare the lack of preparedness among States to manage
the expanding pandemic, and hasty contracting proce-
dures. In a familiar pattern, civic and fire authorities
who were expected to monitor the safety of such build-
ings have sought to pin responsibility for the carnage on
the owners of the properties. They are being held res-
ponsible for failure to obtain a no objection certificate
or, in the case of the hotel-turned-COVID-19 care centre,
carrying out electrical upgrades for safety. This is clear-
ly untenable, as the Supreme Court of India observed
about a decade ago in the Uphaar cinema fire tragedy
case in Delhi, pulling up authorities including the Un-
ion Home Ministry for abdicating responsibility and
passing the buck on to the management of the institu-
tion. In the Ahmedabad ICU blaze, patients expected
the institution to offer the highest levels of safety, but
suffered as it was ill-equipped to fight a fire.

Safety regulation of buildings used for health-care
delivery is a subset of the overall need to regulate hospi-
tals, and States should use the recent deadly fires as the
occasion to launch much-delayed reform. In the ab-
sence of safety systems, many died of fire and smoke in-
halation, while those who survived had nothing but
luck to count on. This situation cannot be allowed to
continue. The National Building Code of India, with ad-
ditional fire safety provisions for hospitals, is the basis
for hospital accreditation systems, but these should be
made mandatory and enforced in all States. If smoke
alarms and sprinkler systems, along with local fire-
fighting aids are available, loss of life can be eliminated.
All patients should also be covered by substantial life in-
surance. Evacuation systems for ICU patients need to
be part of the building design. Often, hospital buildings
are regularised for unapproved constructions by State
governments acting thoughtlessly. Schemes introduced
to regularise building violations are clearly anti-social
in character. The many fires in institutional buildings
and their terrible toll should lead to a full inspection of
all such facilities for safety, with civil society keeping up
the pressure on governments to act.

Misplaced priorities
Aggressive testing and contact tracing
alone can contain the virus spread
The extended lockdown might have slowed down

the spread of the novel coronavirus in India in the

beginning, but in the absence of large-scale test-
ing, tracing and isolation of the infected and their con-
tacts, the virus has been spreading with renewed vital-
ity. If it took 168 days to reach one million cases on July
16, it took just 21 days to double to two million on Au-
gust 6; deaths too increased from 25,599 on July 16 to
41,641 on August 6. In recent weeks, the number of dai-
Iy new cases reported across India has been increasing.
Similarly, the number of deaths per day has also been
rising; it crossed the 1,000 mark on August 9. Till mid-
July, the daily fresh cases reported were well under
35,000 but increased to over 50,000 since July 29 and
have been staying above 60,000 since August 6. Since
August 3, India has been reporting the most cases in the

ber of infected people and the compulsion to increase
the tests carried out each day. The low daily testing
numbers are also reflected in low tests (over 14,000)
per million population. After Delhi, Karnataka and And-
hra Pradesh too have increased the number of rapid an-
tigen tests done each day. The low sensitivity of this test
might help in reducing the test positivity rate, as seen in
Delhi, but may not actually help in containment. Partic-
ularly so when there is an over-reliance on rapid anti-
gen tests and negative results from them are not validat-
ed with the molecular test. If the ICMR shares only the
data on the number of tests done each day, neither the
States nor the Health Ministry provide a break-up of dif-
ferent tests and the number of positive results through
each method, making the data not very useful.

Though Kerala has reported only over 35,500 cases
so far, the compulsion to ramp up testing cannot be
overemphasised, particularly in districts where com-
munity transmission has been documented. Andhra
Pradesh (over 2,35,525) and Karnataka (1,78,087),
which initially appeared to have contained the spread,
have the third and fourth highest number of cases, res-
pectively, in India. Aggressive testing through fever clin-
ics in Chennai helped halve the number of daily fresh
cases to 1,100-1,200, and further reduction became
possible in the last few days. The renewed commitment
to trace contacts, including non-family members, in
Chennai since July has helped in knocking down the
numbers to below 1,000. After putting up a good show
initially, contact tracing has been nearly absent since
mid-May in some States, one of the reasons why cases
spiked and spread. After the mega cities, a spike is now
seen in the smaller cities in Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maharashtra. The daily confirmed
cases and deaths in Gujarat and Telangana during the
pandemic give an impression that the States’ priority is
to manage the data. This does not augur well for India.
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of India and
china, did not produce any break-
through, and the situation along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
the Ladakh sector thus remains es-
sentially unchanged. All that s evi-
dent is that China has indicated a
willingness to resile from occupy-
ing territory beyond its 1960 Claim
line. A return to the status quo ante
prior to May this year, is nowhere
in sight.

Meanwhile, a war of words bet-
ween India and China has broken
out. India’s External Affairs Minis-

The contrast between the U.S.
and China could hardly be greater.
While the U.S. may not necessarily
be the first choice for many coun-
tries of Asia and the Asia-Pacific
region, in the case of China it is
clearly more feared than loved. No
one in Asia (Pakistan is perhaps an
exception) nurses any doubts
about China’s ‘imperialist ambi-
tions’, or about Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s authoritarian world
view. Beijing’s virtual takeover of
Hong Kong, paying scant regard to
the concept of ‘one country two
systems’, has only confirmed what
had long been known about Chi-
na’s intentions under Mr. Xi. Well
before this, the region had been a
witness to China’s rampant land
grab in the South China Sea. In the
1970s, China grabbed control over
the Paracel Islands from Vietnam.
In the 1990, it occupied Mischief
Reefin the Spratly Islands, an area
of lhe Suuth China Sea that the
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oad.

Notwithstanding all this, China
is far from being quarantined.
Hardly any country in Asia is will-
ing to openly confront China, and
side with the U.S. Many countries,
especially those in East Asia, are
unwilling to be seen taking sides at
this juncture, their explanation for
this being that China was always
known to be over-protective of the
South China Sea, considering it a
natural shield against possible hos-

terh: that “the state
of the border and the future of our
ties (with China) cannot be sepa-
rated. That is the reality.” China’s
Tiposte was to reiterate that their
troops “were on its side of the tra-
ditional customary boundary
line”. This was followed, thereaf-
ter, by China wading into and crit-
icising what is essentially India’s
internal matter, viz., the changes
effected to the status of Jammu
and Kashmir in August last year.

China-U.S. ties and rhetoric

In the meantime, relations bet-
ween the United States and China
continue to deteriorate. Talk of a
new realignment of forces taking
place, with the U.S. and China
leading different camps, is very
much in the air. After years of
cooperating with one another, the
U.S. and China are currently at the
stage of confrontation, with both
seeking allies to join their camps.
The rhetoric has begun to resem-
ble the Cold War era and both
sides are even willing to di play
their military muscle. This pla
several countries, especially in
Asia, in a difficult position as most
of them are loathe to take sides —
especially with a belligerent China
as neighbour.

ippines had always
its territory. In the 2Ist Century,
China has continued with the
same tactics of taking control over
territories belonging to smaller
neighbours; one which attracted
international attention was the
Scarborough Shoal confrontation
in 2012, when Chinese Marine Sur-
veillance Ships came into direct
confrontation with the Philippine
Navy.

tile intervention by outside forces
inimical to it. Neither the presence
of U.S. aircraft carriers in the
South China Sea, the presence of
China’s missile sites in recently re-
claimed areas, or the wariness that
most Association of Southeast
Asian Nations display vis-a-vis Chi-
na, has been enough to make
countries in the region openly side
with the U.S. and against China.

Meanwhile, China is determined
to press home its advantage, irres-
pective of i al law or re-

and
In March-April this year, while the
rest of the world was wrestling
with the COVID-19 pandemic, Chi-
na further stepped up its aggres-
sive acnons, renaming almost 80
features in the region

gional concerns.

In a strong grip

What is specially disconcerting is
that despite a series of diktats from
to restrict economic

as an index of Chinese sovereignty.
Complaints galore also exist about
China’s expansionist attitudes
beyond the South China Sea; Tai-
wan, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia
and South Korea have all com-
plained about China’s menacing
postures in their vicinity. China’s
favourite approach, it would
seem, has been unilateralism rath-
er than compromise, when deal-
ing with its smaller neighbours.
Implicitly also, it reflects the un-
written code of the Belt and Road
Initiative and the Maritime Silk

and other relations with China,
the United Kingdom’s decision to
end reliance on Chinese imports
and call off its Huawei 5G project,
and growing anti-China senti-
ments heard across Europe — all of
which make for good copy — China
remains unfazed. China seems
confident that its stranglehold on
the global economy ensures that it
does not face any real challenge. It
would be wise for India to recog-
nise this.

Itis equally necessary to realise
how fickle some of these countries

can be when it comes to economic
issues. Australia is a prime exam-
ple. The latter is a member of the
Quad (the U.S., Japan, Australia
and India), that is widely seen as
an anti-China coalition. Neverthe-
less, at a recent meeting in Wash-
ington between U.S. Secretary of
State Michael R. Pompeo, the U.S.
Secretary of Defence Mark Esper,
the Australian Foreign Minister
and the Australian Defence Minis-
ter, Australia made it clear that
China is important for Australia,
that it would not do anything con-
trary to its interests, and a strong
economic engagement was an es-
sential link in the Australia-China
relationshi

Likewise, the UK’s Secretary of
State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs, Dominic Raab, re-
cently stated in its Parliament, that
the U.K. wants a positive relation-
ship with China, would work with
China, and that there was enor-
mous scope for positive construc-
tive engagement.

Itis thus more than evident that
few nations across the world are
willing to risk China’s ire because
of strong economic ties that have
been forged over the years. Eco-
nomic ties are proving way stron-
ger than military and strategic
ones. Even in Asia, while a majori-
ty of ASEAN countries have grave
concerns about China’s predatory
tactics, with the ASEAN having be-
come one of China’s biggest trad-
ing partners, it adopts a default
position. viz., “not to take sides”.

India and the neighbourhood
At this time, when the dice should
actually have been loaded against
China, it is India that is finding ma-
ny of its traditional friends being
less than helpful. While India’s re-
lations with Pakistan had nowhere
to go but downhill, India’s present
stand-off with China has provided
Pakistan with yet another oppor-
tunity to fish in troubled waters,
including the production of a
“fake map” of Pakistan, which in-
cludes parts of Indian territory
such as Siachen, Jammu and Kash-
‘mir and Gujarat.

India’s relations with Nepal,
meanwhile, have hit a road block.

Relations have soured in recent
months, and Nepal has gone to the
extent of publishing new maps
which show the ‘Kalapani area’ as
a part of Nepal. In Sri Lanka, the
return of the Rajapaksas to power
after the recent elections does not
augur too well for India-Sri Lanka
relations. It is, however, the strain
in India-Bangladesh relations (not-
withstanding the warm relation-
ship that exists between Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Indian leaders), that is
a real cause for concern, since it
can provide a beachhead against
Chinese activities in the region.

g

Beijing moves ahead
China is, meanwhile, busy ‘stirring
the pot’ elsewhere in South Asia.
In July, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi organised a virtual meet-
ing of the Foreign Ministers of Ne-
pal, Afghanistan and Pakistan,.
Here, he proposed taking forward
an economic corridor plan with
Nepal, styled as the Trans-Hima-
layan Multi-Dimensional Connec-
tivity Network, and expanding the
China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) to Afghanistan, touting
benefits of new economic corri-
dors on the lines of the CPEC.

China has also made headway
in Iran to an extent, again at In-
dia’s expense. Iran and China are
reported to be currently pursuing
an economic and security partner-
ship that would involve massive
Chinese investments in_energy
and other sectors in Iran, in ex-
change for China receiving regular
supplies of Iranian oil for the next
25 years. China has also dexterous-
ly positioned itself to circumvent
India’s monopoly over the Chaba-
har Port, by providing a munifi-
centaid package for the Chabahar-
Afghanistan Rail link, thereby un-
dercutting India’s offer of aid and
assistance for the rail project.

Geo-balancing is not happening
to China’s disadvantage. This les-
son must be well understood,
when countries like India plan
their future strategy.

M.K. Narayanan s a former National
Security Adviser and a former Governor
of West Bengal

The main bricks to use in India’s steel frame

Compassion and honesty are what must guide successful entrants into the still fiercely competitive civil service

o
%

R.K. RAGHAVAN

ien the Union Public Ser-
ice Commission (UPSC)
announces the results of

the Civil Services Main examina-
tion every year and the list of suc-
cessful candidates, amidst all the
fanfare it is legitimate for us to re-
flect on a few fundamental ques-
tions: Are the right type of men
and women being inducted into
the higher bureaucracy? Is there
any mid-career review of their per-
formance, so that the misfits and
the dishonest are weeded out?
Both these questions are extreme-
Iy relevant if we want to see an up-
gradation in the quality of service
to the poor.

still a major draw
The UPSC has, without doubt, a
strenuous protocol. The process is
clinical and as objective as possi-
ble. There is reason to believe (un-
like many of its State counterparts)
the UPSC s an honest organisation
which allows no latitude to the few
venal elements that may occasion-
ally be inadvertently drawn into
the various stages of the selection
process. Evaluating civil service
recruits for their i and

al lakh Indian youth take the ex-
amination every year. Its populari-
ty continues to grow despite the
‘many hurdles which include a pre-
liminary weeding out test, possi-
bly because the challenges of a po-
sition in public service are still
attractive and incentives in the
form of salary and allowances are
enlarging. 1 am happy that there
are many success stories of chil-
dren from the hitherto neglected
sections of society making the
grade. All this despite the cynicism
with which many citizens now
view a public servant, high and
low. The competition is intense
and spectacular. Only about 900
candidates, that is less than 4% of
those who appear for the preli-
minary examination, ultimately
getappointed.

The change now

When my generation made a bid
for selection in the 1960s, we were
just about 15,000 to 20,000 candi-
dates in the race for the same
number of openings. There was al-
s0 no preliminary examination
which now cruelly eliminates a
majority of applicants. The cur-
rent stiff process of selection in-
duces many of us in my age group
to believe that most of us would
not have passed muster under the
present scheme of the examina-
tion. In the UPSC list released a
few days ago, 304 candidates were
from the General category and 78
from the

integrity is a difficult exercise if
one takes into account that many
attributes go into the fabric of a
credible and performing civil ser-
vice. Also, we are too diverse a na-
tion, with a huge population of ris-
ing expectations to construct a
one-size-fits-all reform formula.
What is heartening s that sever-

Sections. Other Backward Classes
(251), Scheduled Castes (129) and
Scheduled Tribes (67) constituted
the rest of the group of successful
candidates. Women among these
were about 150, one of them bag-
ging the third rank among all ap-
pointees. Undoubtedly, this phe-
nomenon has brought about a
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new attitude and drive to achieve,
which were not fully visible ear-
lier. As usual there are a number of
engineers who have made the
grade. Two candidates from Tamil
Nadu were visually challenged.
Nothing can touch us more. Suc-
cess stories of disadvantaged
members of society such as these
candidates should help to dilute
the age-old prejudice against those
who are challenged. The enor-
mous care taken by successive go-
vernments to make our higher ci-
vil services reflect social diversity
is commendable. This is as it
should be in a country where des-
pite all the gory happenings of vio-
lence in some regions, there is a
desire to push forward to empow-
er the poor and weaker sections.

On the ground
However, can we rest content with
the incremental progress that we
have achieved towards transform-
ing the image of the civil service?
Not at all. My reservation is mainly
on account of the two major charg-
es levelled against the higher civil
services, especially the Indian Ad-
ministrative Service and the In-
dian Police Service (IPS) wherever
we go within the country. These
are to do with the glaring insensi-
tivity to the poor citizen and the
greed that still afflicts a segment of
the civil service.

The District Collector and the

District Superintendent of Police
are the two powerful and visible
symbols of the administration.
There are 739 districts in India and
as many Collectors and SPs. Alth-
ough the penchant of many State
governments to create more small
districts escalates administrative
expenses, tiny districts make offi-
cials more easily available to the
common man in distress, who
looks up to the officialdom for as-
sistance almost on a daily basis. If
a Collector and an SP are inacces-
sible (as is the case in most of our
districts) it shows the whole admi-
nistration in a bad light. There are
a few young officers who are diffe-
rent from the majority and put
their heart and soul into the task of
alleviating the miseries of the
poor. It is this band of officers who
should somehow be enlarged and
quickly. The sheer workload of a
Collector and SP may prevent
them from finding time to interact
with every citizen. But this reality
does not convince the citizen who
feels squarely aggrieved that only
the rich and not the poor can get
things done in post-Independence
India.

‘This unfortunate situation is ex-
acerbated by the fact that officials
at the lower levels of the bureauc-
racy are either insensitive or de-
mand illegal gratification to pro-
vide a service which is the
fundamental right of every citizen.
In spite of admirable reforms, ma-
jor and tiny, brought about by the
present central government, the
common belief is that very few
things get done at the bottom of
the pyramid of government with-
out greasing somebody’s palm. As
someone put it, in many countries
in the West, a ctizen will have to

which he is legally required to do.
In India, one will have to resort to
bribing a public servant to compel
him to do something which he is
enjoined by law to do. Nothing can
be a more damaging commentary
on the state of our civil service.

State of the police
Tam particularly concerned about
the situation that prevails in our
police stations. There are more
than 15,000 of them in the coun-
try. A number of them have no
doubt distinguished themselves
with their readiness to serve the
not-so literate and the poor. Sadly,
a majority still have a blemished
record of ill-treating the poor. As a
result, a police station has become
an institution that is shunned by
the law-abiding citizen. This is
‘where I'would like to see a qualita-
tive improvement in policing
which has to be ushered in by the
new IPS recruits.

Wherever they see injustice or
violence against unsuspecting citi-
zens, it will be for them to rise in
protest and instil sense in their
subordinate ranks as well as their
supervisors. There is a real danger
of the image of the Indian Police
diminishing further if the incom-
ing young officers just mark their
time and do not put their foot
down when it comes to unethical
practices. We have a large core of
enlightened senior IPS officers
who can mould the character of
the new entrants. If they do not
play this desperately needed role,
they will have betrayed the confi-
dence that the father of the civil
service, Sardar Vallabhai Patel, re-
posed in the IPS and the IAS.

RK. Rughuvau isaformer CBI Director
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MP’s experience

I DMK MP Kanimozhi was
the recipient of ‘lingusitic
chauvinism’ at Chennai
airport, one can imagine
the plight of ordinary
mortals such as us (Page 1.

“CISF to probe ‘Are you still a key language?
Indian?’ taunt at MP”, V. PADMANABHAN,
August 10). The language ~ Bengaluru

issue is being raised to
ridiculous levels all because
of an atmosphere being

created by the government
of the day reducing
everything to the level of a
‘one nation, one..."
Why do people forget we
live in a multi-lingual
country and that English is

= An off-the-cuff remark has
been blown out of

slogan.  filling up

proportion. I have seen
people with knowledge of
only Tamilfinding trouble in

Chancellor, E.

most rural people use. I also
wish Ms. Kanimozhi reads
what a former Vice-

ivil ser- India
o (‘ypvm
reat more et
Safety first and always anles s G code 2
The deadly explosion in
Beirut is another instance of 740 tonnes of ammonium

slips in post offices for
example because the forms
are in Hindi and English.
Perhaps the MP would do
well to institutionalise
changes in the formats of all
central government forms,
especially in post offices,
banks and the LIC, which

Tiruchi, Tamil Nadu

has said on the National
Education Policy (Tamil
Nadu, “Two language policy
affecting rural children:
Balagurusamy”, August 10).
Narrow parochialism has no
place in today’s wired world.

abdicating their remit.

exclusively rely on
i tandard

conscience keepers of safety,

Military ammunition depots,
inflammable gas and fuel
stations in the energy sector
and nuclear facilities all

nitrate at Chennai port is
now suddenly remembered,
and some is even missing.
Universally we seem to be
short of inspired
administrators with a grip on
their jobs. Itis such drift that

operating procedure

manuals. The presence of

»

keeps mishaps.
R NARAVANAN,
Naviumbai

MNDNDE



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 11" august

THE HINDU eu
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020

OPED 7

Making up for shortfalls in GST collection

The GST (Compensation to States) Act assumes a 14% growth target for States, which is unrealistic

PAT

M.R. MADHAVAN

Two weeks ago, the Central govern-
ment announced that it has released
the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
compensation dues to States for
2019-20. The total compensation was
21,65,302 crore while the compensa-
tion cess fund collected was 395,444
crore. The shortfall was made up by
excess collections in earlier years as
well as some of the balance of inter-
State GST from earlier years. This
raises the question of how the com-
pensation will be made in the cur-
Tent year.

Background of the cess
The GST compensation cess has an
interesting background. GST sub-
sumed several taxes, including those
which were the preserve of the
States, such as sales tax, and there-
fore required an amendment to the
Constitution of India. As the amend-
ment affected the Seventh Schedule
(which delineates the jurisdiction of
the Centre and the States), it re-
quired ratification by the legislatures
of half the States. That is, this Consti-
tution Amendment needed wide pol-
itical support.

Prior to GST, States exporting
goods to other States collected a tax.
GST is a destination-based tax, i.e..
the State where the goods are sold re-
ceive the tax. This implies that manu-
facturing States would lose out while
consuming States would benefit.

In order to convince manufactur-
ing States to agree to GST, a compen-
sation formula was created. The Con-
stitution Amendment Bill,
introduced in 2014, and passed by
the Lok Sabha, had two provisions.
First, it provided for a 1% tax on inter-
State trade, which would be assigned
to the supplying State. Second, it
made provisions for a law to be
passed by Parliament to provide
compensation to States for loss of re-
venue for a period up to five years.
However, a Select Committee of the
Rajya Sabha recommended that the
compensation be guaranteed for a
period of five years. This was accept-
ed when the Bill was passed by the
Rajya Sabha, and subsequently by
the Lok Sabha. As tax receipts of ma-

"According to the Act, an additional cess would be imposed on certain items such as pan masala and aerated water and
and this cess would be used to pay compensation.” A pan masala shop in Adilabad, Telangana. =s. jorsirawaLncaw

nufacturing States had been protect-
ed by the guarantee, the provision of
the 1% tax on inter-State trade was
dropped.

The cess fund
The modalities of the compensation
cess were specified by the GST (Com-
pensation to States) Act, 2017. This
Act assumed that the GST revenue of
each State would grow at 14% every
year, from the amount collected in
2015-16, through all taxes subsumed
by the GST. A State that had collected
tax less than this amount in any year
would be compensated for the short-
fall. The amount would be paid every
two months based on provisional ac-
counts, and adjusted every year after
the State’s accounts were audited by
the Comptroller and Auditor Gener-
cheme is valid for five years,

1. This scheme
i.e., till June 2022.

A compensation cess fund was
created from which States would be
paid for any shortfall. An additional
cess would be imposed on certain
items and this cess would be used to
pay compensation. The items are
pan masala, cigarettes and tobacco
products, aerated water, caffeinated
beverages, coal and certain passen-
ger motor vehicles. The Act states
that the cess collected and “such oth-
er amounts as may be recommended
by the [GST] Council” would be cre-
dited to the fund.

In the first two years of this
scheme, the cess collected exceeded
the shortfall of States. In the third
year, 2019-20, the fund fell signifi-

The WHO's relevance is fading

It has been reduced to a coordinating body,
beholden to the interests of rich member states

MEENAKSHI SHARMA

COVID-19 has infected more than 19
‘million people, claimed over 0.7 mil-
lion lives and devastated economies.
As the pandemic transcends geopol-
itical boundaries, one is forced to
ruminate on a counterfactual with a
series of timely global health inter-
ventions by the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) duly supported by go-
vernments. An early warning and
timely policy measures by the WHO
would have forewarned countries
and set their preparatory efforts in
motion for mounting a decisive res-
ponse strategy.

Slow response
With regional offices in six geograph-
ical regions and country offices
across 150 countries, the WHO was
expected to play the dual role of a
think tank and oversee global res-
ponses to public health emergencies.
It was reported that the earliest CO-
VID-19 positive case in China was re-
ported in November, but China in-
formed the WHO about the disease
only in January. With the WHO coun-
try representative stationed in Beij-
ing, it is unlikely that widespread
transmission went unnoticed.

Then, even though confirmed cas-
es were reported from Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan and the U.S. in Janu-
ary, the WHO continued to downplay
the severity of the virus. It took some
inexplicable decisions and actions
such as declaring the pandemic as a
public health emergency of interna-
tional concern only on January 30
and ignoring Taiwan’s hints of hu-
man-to-human transmission and re-
quests on sharing “relevant informa-
tion”. Further, the WHO went on to
praise China’s response to the pan-
demic.

WHO was severely criticised for its
poor handling of the Ebola outbreak
in 2014 as well. Incontrovertibly, the
relevance of the health agency has
been fading. The WHO has been re-
duced to a coordinating body, behol-
den to the interests of rich member
states. Its functional efficiency has
been disadvantaged with organi
tional lethargy, absence of decisive
leadership, bureaucratic indolence,
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underfunded programmes, and in-
ability to evolve to meet the needs of
the 2Ist century.

Director General Tedros Adhanom
has been criticised for his leadership
abilities during this pandemic. In
contrast, Gro Harlem Brundtland,
former Director General of the WHO
(1998-2003), spearheaded the global
health response with a host of signif-
icant policy decisions. She focused
on projecting WHO as one entity and
publicly reproached the Chinese lea-
dership for its response to the 2003
SARS pandemic. The timely contain-
ment of SARS despite an unfavoura-
ble response from China bears the
stamp of her decisive leadership.

Relying on rich member states
WHO is funded through assessed
contributions made by the member
states and voluntary contributions
from member states and private do-
nors. While assessed contributions
can be spent as per the organisation’s
priorities approved at the World
Health Assembly, the irregular volun-
tary contributions are allocated in
consultation with the donors. While
voluntary contributions accounted
for nearly 80% of the budget in 2018-
19, assessed contributions merely
constituted 17% of the total budge-
tary support. The challenges owing
to constrained finances encumber
autonomy in decision-making by fa-
vouring a donor-driven agenda.

While the WHO has failed in ar-
resting the pandemic, governments
across the globe are equally responsi-
ble for their inept handling and ill-
preparedness. However, that does
not vindicate WHO’s tardiness in
handling the crisis. Many countries,
especially in Africa and Asia, rely pre-
dominantly on the WHO for enforc-
ing policy decisions governing public
health. Political leanings and finan-
cial compulsions of WHO cannot be-
tray that trust. The burden of their
expectations must weigh heavily on
every policy decision taken by the
global health agency, for when the
WHO fails, many innocent lives are
lost.

Meenakshi Sharma is a development

consultant

cantly short of the requirement. This
was on account of slowdown in tax
collections as the economy slowed
down coupled with negative growth
in sectors such as motor vehicles
which contributed to the cess fund.

Issue and possible resolution
Most_economists expect negative
real GDP growth this year, and nomi-
nal GDP to be close fo last year’s le-
vel. As indirect taxes are levied on
the nominal value of transactions,
this is likely to result in significant
shortfall for States from the assured
tax collection. A key source of the
problem is that the 2017 Act guaran-
teed a tax growth rate of 14%, which
is unachievable this year. Whereas
1o one could have foreseen the pan-
demic and its impact on the econo-
my, the 14% target was too ambitious
to start with. Given the government’s
inflation target at 4%, this implied a
real GDP growth plus tax buoyancy
of 9%. That this was an unrealistic
target is evident from the shortfall
last financial year, when the lock-
down was for less than two weeks.
As we have discussed above, the
Central government is constitution-
ally bound to compensate States for
loss of revenue for five years, The as-
sumed rate of growth of a State’s GST
revenue is set at 14% by Parliament
through the 2017 Act. There are sev-
eral possible solutions to this issue.
First, the Constitution could be
amended to reduce the period of
guarantee to three years (thus ending
June 2020). This would be difficult to

do as most States would be reluctant
to agree to this proposal. It could also
be seen as going back on the promise
made to States when they agreed to
subsume their taxes into the GST.

Second, the Central government
could fund this shortfall from its own
revenue. States would be happy with
this proposal. However, the Centre’s
finances are stretched due to short-
fall in its own tax collection com-
bined with extra expenditure to
‘manage the health and economic cri-
sis. It may not be in a position to give
further support to States.

Third, the Centre could borrow on
behalf of the cess fund. The tenure of
the cess could be extended beyond
five years until the cess collected is
sufficient to pay off this debt and in-
terest on it.

Fourth, the Centre could convince
States that the 14% growth target was
always unrealistic. The target should
have been linked to nominal GDP
growth. If the Centre can negotiate
with States through the GST Council
toreset the assured tax level, it could
then bring in a Bill in Parliament to
amend the 2017 Act.

The Constitution makes it obliga-
tory for the Centre to make up for
shortfall by the States. The cess col-
lected will not be sufficient for this
purpose. The GST Council, which is a
constitutional body with representa-
tion of the Centre and all the States,
should find a practical solution.

M.R. Madhavan is President of PRS
Legislative Research, New Delhi

The whys of death by suicide

Society extends compassion and empathy on the one hand,
but discriminates, bullies and segregates on the other
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It is not surprising that the unfortunate
death by suicide of a young actor has stirred
the nation, and with good reason. Sadly, the
haranguing of disconcerted individuals on
television and ugly exchanges on social me-
dia have evoked strong reactions in some of
us who live and work with persons with ex-
periences of distress and mental ill health. If
foul play was indeed the reason behind the
death of Sushant Singh Rajput, then justice
must be served. However, the manner in
which we see events unravel today are unsa-
voury and detrimental to many. Flippant as-
sociations between weakness and depres-
sion, erraticism and bipolar disorder are
shame-inducing and counterproductive to
the larger narrative of seeking help, ensuring
justice and promoting social cohesion and
well-being. More so, when these opinions
are emphatically asserted by ‘celebrities’.

‘What lies beneath?
Death by suicide is a public health challenge,
a cause for social concern and a philosophi-
cal question. It is tethered, amongst other
talking points, to existentialism, meaning-
‘making and sociality, and is a cause of moral
and social panic. The sociologist Emile Durk-
heim attributed ‘anomie’, or feelings of alie-
nation and ial isolation, to a breakdown
in social equilibrium, which he theorised in-
creased the propensity for one to die by sui-
cide. Thomas Joiner’s framework that places
the experience of thwarted belongingness,
perceived burdensomeness combined with
an “acquired capability” to sel-harm, owing
to a range of factors that include childhood
trauma, resonates with us.

Around the same time as Rajput’s passing,
a young client, Ms. Lakshmi (de-identified),
who was accessing mental health services,
also died by suicide. As she lay in hospital,
she hoped she would be saved. She said she
had taken a “drastic” step that she now re-
gretted, as she felt “frustrated” by frequent
interpersonal conflicts with family members
and defeated for not feeling “understood”
for her mood swings. She had dreams of
‘marriage, gainful employment and stability.
The scramble to make ends meet, to find
meaning in work and life, to experience
comfort and kinship in social relationships —
our pursuits vary. The cards that we are
dealt with in life influence, and perhaps even
limit, our choices largely. Undoubtedly,
those who face systemic oppression, social

disadvantage and discrimination have it har-
der, leading them to feel dispensable even.
Ethnographies of suicides explore inter-
sections of historical perspectives, psycholo-
gy, sociology, psychiatry, tradition, regional
cultures, altruism, rituals, alienation, social
decline and defeat, etc. So, what lies be-
neath? The conflict between individualism
and a sense of community? The favouring of
particular archetypes? Or loneliness, which,
as Fay Bound Alberti discovers, is often
shrouded “in shame” for reasons that relate
“historical connections between loneliness
and personal failing”? In June, an elderly
couple died by suicide fearing an uncertain
future, consequences of physical ill health
and economic constraints, experiencing lo-
neliness as their kin distanced themselves.

The danger of ‘othering’ people
Professor Lars Anderson defines loneliness
as “an enduring condition of emotional dis-
tress that arises when a person feels es-
tranged from, misunderstood, or rejected by
others and/ or lacks appropriate social
partners, for desired activities, particularly
activities that provide a sense of social inte-
gration and opportunities for emotional inti-
macy”. Therefore, we argue that beneath the
regrettable suicide of many is an emotional
disposition that triggers feelings of aliena-
tion, loneliness, hopelessness, frustration
and worthlessness. In a country of 1.3 bil-
lion, people can still be lonely, assailed by
identity politics; gender, caste, class or sta-
tus-based privilege or disprivilege; ascribed
notions of appropriate versus inappropriate
behaviour; and a dominant narrative that is
ableist, neurotypical, pro-positivity, anti-
grey and dissociated from the experience of
mental flux. This desolation may be further
accentuated when faced with ethical and so-
cial dilemmas. ‘Othering’ such persons, as a
result, may pressure them into conforming,
resulting in the loss of authenticity. Losin
the ability to know oneself and act by one’s
values, and suffering the inability to find and
sustain connections that matter, takes away
from the joy of a universal human existence.
Both state and society need a rethink and
are culpable if losses around fearless self-ex-
pression, creative pursuits, individualistic
mind journeys and diverse social relation-
ships are all opposed for a singular narrative.
Our society extends compassion and em-
pathy on the one hand, but discriminates,
bullies and segregates on the other. Perhaps,
humility could guide us through a collective
soul-searching exercise. Let’s think twice be-
fore we treat anyone who doesn't fit into a
well-packaged treasure as marginal.

Vandana Gopikumar s Co-Founder, The Banyan, and
aminority mental health researcher; Sanjeev Jain is
Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Nationa
Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences
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Negative
vibes

general
By The Hindu Data Team

PESSIMISTIC CONSUMERS | The graphs depict the
responses to the RBI's Consumer Confidence Survey
conducted between July 1and 12, 2020, in 13 major
Indian cities. About 78% of urban consumers said in
July that the economic situation has worsened .
About 78% said the jobs situation has worsened mes
Nearly 63% said their income levels have decreased

All three figures were the highest at least since
March 2014, when the new format of the survey
was launched. About 80% of consumers said the
prices of commoities have gone up mes. A record
% of respondents said their spending on both

Both producers and consumers reported a pessimistic outlook on the state of the
economy. Manufacturing firms have faced a difficult situation in QIFY2021, with a high
number of companies reporting low production levels and decreased orders. A record
number of urban consumers reported low levels of confidence in July 2020 about the

and income levels.

9% firms which said
g0 % firms which sai

PRODUCERS SUFFER | The graphs depict the responses of 802
companies in the Industrial Outlook Survey of the manufacturing
sector conducted between April and June, FY2021 (Q) by the

RBI. Companies gave the lowest assessment of their business in
QIFY2021, since at least 2001. In QIFY2021, close to 72% firms said
their production decreased, 64% said their order books decreased,
32.5% said the employment situation worsened, 62% said their
profit margin worsened, 38% said the availability of finance from
internal accruals worsened and 16% said availability of finance from
banks decreased. All figures in QIFY21 were record highs
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 11, 1970

Press boycotts Congress (R) meeting

Owing to the “callous” treatment meted out
to pressmen, they decided to-day [August
10] to boycott the coverage of the proceed-
ings of the Central Parliamentary Board of
the Ruling Congress [New Delhi] which met
under the presidentship of Mr. Jagjivan Ram.
More than 30 pressmen were waiting at the
Prime Minister’s residence, as the meeting
was being held at the adjoining house. The
security guards refused to permit pressmen
to enter the premises even after the meeting
was over on the plea that they had no orders
for permitting them to enter the meeting
place. And by the time pressmen got access
to the place where the meeting was held, all
the leaders had left. Thereupon, the press-
men decided not to publish news of the
‘meeting in any of the daily papers.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  AUGUST 11, 1920

Honouring Mr. Tilak

(From an editorial)

The telegram we published regarding the ac-
tion of the Collector of Dharwar towards the
Dharwar Municipality for closing its schools
in honour of Tilak’s memory, will have
aroused feelings of bitter resentment in the
country. Persecuted all his life by Anglo-In-
dians on the one hand and his own country-
‘men on the other, Mr. Tilak is now beyond
the foul breath of calumny; and words of
hatred, now expressed, would only recoil
with double effect on the speakers. We do
not know if there are many among the offi-
cial hierarchy who would echo the insulting
epithets used by this Collector who is base
enough to call Mr. Tilak a “notorious unre-
pentant criminal.” Whether the enemies be
many or few, the persistence of hatred after
death is, we take it, an unconscious tribute,
‘mixed with an amount of chagrin, to the suc-
cess of the ideals and methods associated
with Mr. Tilak’s revered name. The bureauc-
racy and Anglo-India do not as yet seem to
repent the treatment they gave him; they
but add to their own notoriety, for he passed
away in the height of his success. The people
of Dharwar, we are informed, are greatly in-
censed at the Collector’s outrageous de-
mand on the Municipal council. They have
indeed, good reason, for not only is one of
India’s great sons insulted but the people’s
power as embodied in Municipal govern-
ment is chall
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Let usgrant individuals
ownership of their data

An Indian proposal of mandator y data-sharing appearsto havealarmed USBig Tech firms.

Rather than tne Stated aiming access, let peopleown what they upload—and

he question of who ownsand con-

MY

RBI should let busnesshouses
set up and run banksin India

Financial stability riskswould beoutweighed by thelikely gains of revitalizing our banking sector

are, respectively, member of the Economic
Advisory Councilto the Prime Minister and
chairman, Azrin Capital Parters.

nrecent weeks, the Reserve Bank of

and credit disbursement. Those banks

way of reducingthe share of govern-
and

o

for dongwithit,

them. Further, therecent y
operai pot tax-

Bank payer mont

of credit isfresh | and away from

inpooplaaminds vesBank hatfobe | afthecconomy. Moreimportanty.a

rescued. Thesefailurescould beattrib-
utedtothelimited capital and limitless
ambition of founders That said, itis

capita-intensve industry needsplayers
who can invest large amountsof capital.
Government financesare not meant to

ital for commercial enter-

the Tatas, Birlas, Reliance, Mahindra,

prises.Itonly encouragespolitical and

i
would risk their reputation, considering
thehuge size of their other investments.
Itisnosecret that policy decisions

decision-making, giving risetoconfiicts
ofinterest that central bank regulations
can dolittle about, whereasinviting pri-

argument against lheldealslhal itwould

amount to of what modern

tr by
isgetting fraught with tension.

India(R invariebly ifs. Credit vate capital addressesthe problem.
several reasons Aformer governor | diffusion in Weare | Thisiswha
leputy go not it telec mmdmallan
forthe A ed togrow
mostpatfor theproblemsthat Indials | riesorin China o thatcoud rete anampaewnnmepunncsec\m
financialsector faces They absolvedthe | other problemsfor huge
insttution they served of anyresponsi- priceshave
bilty inthematter. Then, RBI'smone- | credit Two, | comedown, govern-
Y PC) kept inter- ed banks | ment ownership have been eliminated
et faster than their | substantially. The country may be
panel'slast,as | assets(seetable350f RBI'sFinandial | missing abigopportunity bynot etting
itsfour-yeer term drawstoanend. Sability Report, December 208)and | someof itswell-performing business
Hence, thetrgjec- | profits Inany case, banks | groupsset upbanks.

tory o nflation in Indiaover thepast
four years,with theimplicit suggestion
that correlation between RBI'sinflation-

had negative returnson equity and
assetsin 207-18 and 20B-D. In fact,

Inarecent interview, former RBI
deputy governor Viral Acharyasaid that

thefailure of

Y

iveon, reducing
prlvale playefsm innovate and perfurm well.
Tt

Some of the world'smost sophisti-
ed such

cat!
asAmazon, Facebook and Google‘
havebuilt their vast

ing ofinputs
oould gowrong, apectally ifit concentrates
countries

from usersthat can e«\h’ér directly beput to
profnable useor fed malgonthmsmat churn

found. Ya itisalso evident that alaissez faire
appmach hasresulted in the emergence of

outval
basesof thesefirmsin \nd\aoouldexplan

their reported \eideaof man-
datory data-sharing in the country, apropusal
ly by agover!
panel. If the committee had nsway,lhe non-
personal or anonymized dataof peoplewould
betreated asapublic resource, with private
enterprises required by law toturn their data-
basesover if czlled upon by aregulator to do
0. This*sharing” could befor acivic author-
ity tousein enhancing the delivery of public
services, or for transfer toastart-up in need of
basic market information for itsbusiness. The
ideaherewould betoneutralize the advan-
tagethat datamonopolieswield and foster
online competition by opening up vast vaults
of information toall. In countriesthat see pri-
vateownership asthe crux of capitalism, this
would be seen asstate appropriation of prop-
erty. Therefore, it should not surprise usthat
American lobty groupslikethe USChamber
of Commerce and US-India Business Council
appear to have taken up theissue. Reports
suggest that they are preparing to protest
data-sharing.

Dataisdifferant from other resourcesin that
sharingit doesnot deprive anyone of anything
other than exclusive accesstoit. In Big Tech’s
view, it seems, that isbad enough. Thechief

ki
Thecentral bank in-builti
restructur- Thisproblemwas | orderly debtor behaviour. He called for
ing It al publicsector banks. | public disciosure of even aday sdelayin
ratioof theprice |  Toda, publicly
f andRBI hastools | companies, asisdonein thecaseof

o
andimportantly, RBI appearstohave
shut:

tomonitor and prevent thisfrom
The central bank

houseswantingto set up banks, point-

bondsand marketable debt. It may not
betoofar-fetched tosuggestthat indus-

minimum

trid their own

erful ith datadrawn ital
from peopleat large. Tha:th\sdaa\svulnera- Ifnewspaper reportsaretobe belicensed. It
believed, RBI wanted theright toscruti- | standardsfor such hefin
p their Fur- | cannot bea“freefor all" zoneof activity.

hDPEtOf":CIU"'ESUCh pltsand byles atleastin ther ithastheright | Regulator fecilitate
thewinner-takes-all field of social networks, is tively shut the door ight thegrantofa
another. For datadefined aspersona, India large corporations setting up banks. licence. Finally, stability. But,

ion bi i Thisisan overkill. In 169, when banks | can reject applications. that focusexclusively on either of the
hasadataprotection bill underway that aims ap)

bank Encouraging toenter neither.

toprevent
ers.If passed, it would create an even more
potent centralized dataauthority. Inall, India
could soon be saddled with amultiplicity of
datarules, possibly even ajumble of red tape.
Before any legal framework isput in place,
though, it would be best to forge aconsensus
on how datashould betreated. For this, we
must resort tofirst principles. The coretension
between the State and Big Tech over owner-
ship can beresolved by adopting theprinciple
that neither the State nor acorporate gatherer
can own anyone'sdata. All datamust belongto
NI € e

ered, the person uploading an app or website
with datashould determineitsfate: whether it
should beavailable freetoapublic agency, for
instance, or, if it will be used for purposes
beyond the service sought, what compensa-
tiontoask for inlieu of itsusage or resdle
rights. Such aregimewill also let people share
amodest slice of themoney being made off big
data Let'sbefar—aboveall, toour citizens.
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In God we trust.
All others must
bring data.

W. EDWARDS DEMING

Thepitfallsof random control testsfor policy pur poses

AJTRANADE

of Narobi. They divided

ful of support. Did theRCT

beoffered the
“soft” option and those who would face

"

recent paper published by the
National Bureau of Economic
Research of Boston created ahuge
controversy. Titled Enforcing Payment for

“hard" disconnection. The experiment ran
for nine months. There were thus sum
dwellers who faced water

government? What if the government had
otherwise repressive policies in other
spheres? Does such an alignment with

plication cannot be

itsauthorshad used theRCT techniquefor
determining how jption in

about

another well-known paper published n
20Binthe Quartely Journal of Economics,

meamcstcrsdonebywman econo-
‘migtson the poor inIndia These RCTswere
vetted by American institutional review

board

Intheir

World Bank nsolidate

experiment,

American subjects. In Deaton’s words,

than theather group.

This caused afurore over the ethics of
such arandomized control tes (RCT) among
economistsand social activists How can you

This  RCT-based
research paper and its
implied policy advice has

Water and Santization Sevicesin Nairobi's | justity ates that cutsoff thewater supply of | highlighted themany pit- 20 hoged  licensed driverson Indian

Sums ithasfour co-authors, someofwhom | acontrol group? falls of using such experi- 99 roads boggles the mind,

senior of participa- | mentsin decidmgcruc\al the limelight jn  ad we can' blame the

k It tmk\esa'amylyplml question faoEd by | tionin the poor and RCTswer researchersfor themalaise.

Iw that tosuch inhuman’ tests? | in the limelight reozntly recent timesbut Butthemethodologyison

anc asenior  sewerage | What about theimpact on child health?The | after a Nobel Prize was ethically sippery ground.

fellowat The Takshashila. a\ddec\nalyaﬁueleml\mvem]emams research found that *hard disconnection” | awarded to three of the mey’re often Nowonder that criticsof
Insttution, anindegendent  tainable way? At least some user charges than“soft" oneer R X RCT

centrefor research and have to be collected to cover the cost of | recovery of bills. More troubling wasthe | Abhijit Banerjee, Esther  Nejther ethical  themost prominent onesis

deliven findingthat the political “cost” of hard dis- | Duflo and Micheel Kremer. bel Dear

unpaid, it can lead to afiscal crisis, or to | connection is low. In many developing | Their work hasbeen quite nor useful used

purpose of achieving universal coverage.

Thepaper explored what should betheright
policy to ensure higher bill collection.
Should itinvolve* soft” persuasion, face-to-

countrig

rigorous, and they have

fear of community protests and apolitica
backlash. Often, there ispolitica interfer-
ence too, asevident in the case of India's

ora‘hard”
system of disconnection on non-payment?

tricity distribution companies
“This research, supported by the World
Bank least

exaggerate thevalidity of heirfindings But

not every RCT researcher is like that.

Indeed, an RCT “epidemic” is now wide-

spread, infecting donor agencieslike the
|d Bank and Bil

Such trials may

aged 100et tht lcences
Theeth-

“There isan parallel here
with thedebates about pharmaceutical com-
Africa”

ics of those fraudulently

The RCT movement gained acceptance
and popularity because of the notion that
policy should beevidence-based. Therewas
anincreasing distrust of deductive reason-
ingor theoretical models That dso explains
the current fad of throwing big dataat any
policy puzzle. Noprior model needed. RCT
asodlaimstobeapriori agnostic, and only

igh an
experiment. Butjust becauseit worksin the

ton,
the

And,

D li-

ucmon In h\sexyym a

cability in the context of oneexperiment can
venif RCTsareuseful, that

forthcoming book
trolled Trialsin IheFde of Development: A
Critical Perspecti dthough

dossnotmean ther modesofsudy, s as

RCTshave been used for along time, they

surveys,
trial and error, areirrelevant. Nmofovge\

‘an experiment that

dation,

context, that befear-

inthe poor

over other empirical methods They donot

smplify inference, nor can they establish

logic and reasoning. Indeed, an RCT often
just endsup confirming common sense.
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New Delhi and Canberra should
join forces against Beijing's aims

India and Australia could align strategic efforts to foil China’s attempts at throwing its weight around the eastern hemisphere

"=

HARSH V. PANT & VINAY KAURA
are, respectively, director of studies at
Observer Research Foundation, and assistant
professor at Sardar Patel University of Police,
Security and CriminalJustice:

ndian and Chinese troops have remained
locked ina tense standoffalong the L
Actual Control (LAC) since early May, f
ing Chinese intrusions at multiple locationsin
Ladakh. The violent military clashes at Galwa

jing's intransigence scrves o highlight President
XiJinping’sdetermination to downsize India’s
physical territory, material power, economic
growth, regional influence and diplomatic cloutin
international politics. India’s policy s
traction gradually, with restr
investment and technology, heightencd Indian
ryp the Himalayan region, and
trade incentives o reduce reliance on China in
strategicsectors, evenas the need for closer
cooperation with the US, Japan and Ausiraliais
ingselfevident.

Despite many rounds of almost fruitless discus-

sionsbetween their feld commanders, China's
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A corona mask worth $1.5 mn is now available
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Deep tech may stumble on insufficient computing power
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