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An official map of India
should be availableto all

Thecountryshoundariesneed not fixateus, but Chinesehostility hasrai sed theanteon the
territorial integrity of India. Oddly, though, westill haveno moder n map on theinter net

country’smap tendsto get
etchedin the consciousness of
itspeople. So, any reminder of
how India'sdefacto borders
have shifted since Independ-
ence, asMint’sPlain Factssec-
tion showed on Tuesday, could comeasasur-
prise. Thetruth isthat the outline of the coun-
try asweknow it took quite sometimetoform,
with princely stateslike Hyderabad and non-
British colonieslike Goabeing annexed or
amalgamated by and by. Then, therewere
somechangesimposed by thevagariesof his-
tory (and hostility). Within ayear of casting off
Britain’simperial yoke, for example, welost
two northern chunksof mountainousterritory
to Pakistan, which ceded thenorth-western
partinthe 1960sto China, with which our Line
of Actual Control alongtheHimalayashas
never been converted toamutually-agreed
border, despite diplomatic efforts. There have
been afew other inductions, too, such asSk-
kim’sin 1975. Also, afew minor handovers, like
theKabaw Valley that we gaveto Myanmar asa
friendly gesturein 1953 and Katchatheevu
isand awarded to Sri Lankain 1974 under a
maritimedeal. Even acursory awarenessof
thesechangeswould makeit clear that our
map hasnever been hard cast. Sure, thismay
partly be becausethenature of theterrainin
someoutlying areas, from high-altitude gla-
cierstomarshy rivulets, hasenforced acertain
fluidity of borders. But, overall, the very muta-
bility of our landmassshould nudge usnot to
befixated on afixed map asanation-state.

Yet, theworld of realpolitik isnever quite so
simple. Solongasnation-statesremain the
principal actorsin global affairs, borderswill
not only remain relevant, they need tobe
defended from theincursive aimsof aggressive

countries. Bordersare powerful markersof
relationswith neighbours, especially if abrute
forceon theother side seestheir redefinition
at itsown whim asaway of asserting itsdomi-
nance. Whilelndiahaslong had adisputewith
Chinaover the 3,500-odd-kilometre stretch
that separatesthetwo, and hasfought awar
with thelatter in 1962, thelossof 20 Indian
soldiersin amilitary scufflethissummer in
Ladakh hasserved usawake-up call onthe
need to pay our territorial integrity greater
attention. Despite thegovernment’ssilence on
thematter, therearesignsthat asignificant
patch of Indian land might till beunder
Chinese control. Itisnot clear if Beijing's
tactical “salami slicing” gameof tiny incursions
isaimed at gaining some sort of leverage over
New Delhi in other geostrategic spheres, but
wemust insist on areversion tothestatusquo
ante, enhance border security, and foil what-
ever plansour adversary has.

What wealso need isan officially-approved
national map that isnot stored somewhereina
cupboard tobeunrolled from timetotimefor
high-level scrutiny, but isavailablein digital
form ontheinternet for anyoneto click open
and zoomin for thetiniest of details. AsGoogle
Mapshasshown, satellites, dronesand other
modern toolsnow allow high-resolution
cartography. The Survey of Indiadoeshave
an ongoing project tothisend, but itsmapis
expected only next year. Itsaccuracy parame-
tershavebeen set to enable clear demarcations
of property for land records, and it could serve
other practical purposessuch asaidinghome
delivery businesses. But that’snot theonly
reason the project should be speeded up. In
thisage of democratic transparency, we should
all bein aposition togo onlineand check the
country’sbordersfor ourselves.
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Capitalisn and democracy seem
tobeat oddsacrosstoday’sworld

Callstobail weak companiesout with public fundsmust beresisted for truecapitalismto prevail

iseditorial director, ‘Swarajya' magazine

ti itwasuseful to

itsflaws, capitalism worksonly when a
freemarket isallowed toplay itsrolein
separating the strong from the weak;
creative destruction isthekey toinno-
vation and viablegrowth. If deadbeat
companiesarealowed toremain afloat
by taxpayer-financed bailouts, espe-
ciallyif thefundsare obtained not from
taxrevenuesbut debt, then even com-
petitive companieswill end up sinking
under the pressure. In short, trying to

Indiaisat least attempting to main-
tain somemodicum of fiscal restraint in
how it dealswith the covid-induced
economic crisis. We can't say that about
theUS Europeor Japan.

Inan article for TheWall Street Jour-
nal, Morgan Stanley’sRuchir Sharma
saysthat theworld hasrepeatedly
been using debt to fund stimuluspro-
grammeson the assumption that all
thesearenot only necessary, but can

leave
thewhole basket rotten.
Few observersseem willing togive
India'sNarendraModi government
credit for trying to follow relatively

easily inanear-zerointerest
rateregime. But cheap money enables
even “zombiefirms” toborrow, leading
tohugelossesin productivity.

Thedownside of such fiat money-
fuelled market

think of free enterprise-based
capitalism and electoral democ-

four yearsof tsfirst term) and pushing
unviablecompanlesmwardsllqmda

isthat debt keepspiling up, and this
debt may befinancing not good quality

racy [ tedthe tionor At
other, since both wereabout freedom. noumem(heh\soryoflnd\ahave
Buttrendsin capital- by someof our big-

ism—thefreeenterprise oneof the US
andtheauthoritarian variety of China—
should force usto re-examine this
hypothesis. Faced with periodic eco-
nomiccrises, American

gest promoter groups—the Tatas,
Ruias, Ambanis the Anil Ambani part),
Dhoots, Jaiprakash, Binanis, GVK,
GMR—been forced toeither sell their

‘wooing voterswith socialist rhetoric
and promisesof abigger state; the

troubled opt for bank-
ruptcy proceedings. The processisfar
from complete, or even smooth, and

authoritarian Chi

tsof themicro, small and

kind of imperium
that isinimical todemocracy. Chinais
growingricher, but neither more
democratic nor responsible.
Thewooing of domestic audiences,
‘whether through theballot boxin
theUSand Western democracies, or
through an implicit social consensusin
China, wherecitizenstrade political
freedomsfor greater prosperity, has
resulted inablurring of thelinethat

prise sector arelikely to
seeagruesome shakeout in termsof
jobslost and loansgutted. But at theend
ofitall, thereisapossibility that only
relatively viablefirmswill remain afloat.

but stock market bingesor
gold purchases. It enablesgiant monop-
oliesto become even bigger and more
menacing. If capitalism issupposed to
prevent monopolies, either by allowing
market forcesto produce competent
rivalsor through sensibleregulation,
prolonged cheap money policieshave
delivered the exact opposite. Big Tech
monopoliesand other megacorpsseem
tohavegained themost. The same spec-
ulatorswho brought on the2008 crisis
areagain the prime beneficiaries of
covid bailoutsin the US.
Capitalismisaready under attack on
many fronts, from tradebarrierstoits

Itiseasytosaythat
wherethebigfish swallow or kill the
small—ismorally reprehensible, but
protection should berestricted to
human beings, not

curbson of people.
It hardly needstheworld'shig capitalist
democraciestouseany and every eco-
nomiccrisistoprint morecurrency in

t andthen

Inthecurrent covid crisis, the Modi

Four major economic crisesseem to
havehastened that trend: the global
financial crisisof 2008, the eurozone

hastried hard toprotect
cash

endingup financing the speculative
wealth ul(hem:ha of therich.

thefischy focusing
and kind only on themost vulnerable
(mlgrant Iabour thepoor, etc.),and

The for
welferism areslowly ruining capitalism,
asdemocratic politicsrequirespoliti-

crisisof the subsequent period, the avoidir themulti- otersat the
post: d , | tudeof While cost of fixing thestructural problems
andthe 30-year Jap binge. it that isgoing | that constrain growth. These policies

From the current maniaof endlessly
printing money to appeasevoter anxie-

tobeoverstretched for awhile, thegov-

ernment hasso far resisted callsto open
financed

ties it that
just politicsby another name. Despite

cash bailoutsfor all and sundry.
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could bankrupt economies aswell as
democratic politics.

Capitalism facesan existential crisis,
just ascommunism did inthelate 1980s.

JUST A THOTCHT

Tobecalled asovereign
nation,anation has
tobeabletocontrol
itsown borders. Itis
controlling your own

destinyin away.

TOM TANCREDO

recordsat doctor s'fingertips

lmspor(abllnywnl iscon-

al

test

diags that are r

for pay-
inthecreation of

tained inth ‘ment and Pro-

ments. Thi:

isapartner at Trilegal and also
has a podcast by the name Ex
Machina. His Twitter handle is
@matthan

he National Digital Health Mission
recently released aStrategy Overview
document that laid out, in broad
strokes, the National Health Authority's
(NHA's) plan to build Indiainto a Digital
Health Nation. What is apparent from this
paper isthat the NHA seesthe nascent state
of our healthcar asan

tection Archnec!ure (DEPA), airamework

arestoredin
where they were_hrs admitted. Thlsvylll

that isalready for thesharing of
financial information through the central
bank’saccount aggregator framework.
Ifwecan successully implement DEPAin
healthcare, we just might be able to make
good ontheambitious, radically-federated
design that theNational Digital Health Mis-
sion hasselected for thecountry. According
tothe strategy document, healthcare data
must be stored as close as possible to the

opportunity tolearn

point of its This means that,

other countriesthat aremuch further down
thisroad. While thisallows usto avoid the
mistakes that other countries have made,
the sheer scale of what the document

ingtead of
base, datacan remain mthehcspnalsphm
macies, dlagnoslc Iahoratorles and poly-

for the many repetiti
and expensive testswe currently undergo
each timewe gotoanother doctor for adif-
ferent point of view.

But perhaps most
importantly, this frame-
work facilitates the crea-
tion of apersonal health
record, a patient-centric
history of al of our interac-
tionswith themedical eco-
system. Thiswill generate,
for thefirst time, arecord
ofall our interactionswith

achieve

Aslong asall !hese d\s)arale nodes of lhe

for what is
possiblefor ustoachieve.

adop
compliant with NDHM sandards wsthey

every
ecosystem, giving doctors
all the information they
need to provide uswith a

tounpackin
Attheoutset, itisgood to seethat the NHA
has decided to adapt and extend India's

g
inal place of storage towherever itisimme-

In order for all thisto
work, itisimportant to ensure that all the

The proposed
data-sharing
protocolscould

healthcarein
Indiaif we get
the detailsright

hedlth data standards that cater to the
requirements of administrative depart-
mentsof largemedical institutions, instead
of

vant attributes like “medication prescrip-
tion”, “adversereaction”, “procedure” and
“condition”. Thiswould alow for medical
datato beplaced in acontextual framework
that |sfar morerelevant toaclinician than

totreat patients. Thereason healthcare soft-
ware systems have atom-
ized medical procedures
into smaller and smaller
fragmentsisthat they allow
these procedures to be
billed more granularly.
Whilethisisuseful from a
financial and administra-
tive perspective, it haslittle
or no medical benefit. As
we ook to select the stan-
dards for India's digital
healthcare ecosystem, we
need to choose one that
placesaclear premium on
medical outcomes.
Fromthat perspective, itishearteningto

better

coding standardsthat are cur-
rently used in various medical systems
aroundtheworld.

What's even more exciting, however, is
that FHIR offers application programme
interfacesthrough which health datacan be
easily accessed. Thiswill allow for thecrea-
tion of appsthat allow ustointerrogate the
dataand generate the kind of results and
analysesthat would otherwise not havebeen
possible. Moreimportantly, it promisesto
enabletheintegration of datafrom avariety
of non-traditional sources—wearable and
Internet-of-Thingsdevices—that arecapa-
bleof generating the sort of always-on data
that wasearlier availableonly & ahealthcare
facility. All thiscan unlock new possibilities
of treatment and patient care, and thus
transform theIndian health system.

novel dataportability architecturetofacili- | diately required. makeup | notethat the NHA hasrecommended the ThepahthalheNHAhascho&ﬂcrlhe
tate transfersacrossthe digital health eco- The most obvious benefit of this sort of conform i useof FHIR-R4 initsSrat- | country .
system. The regulatory basis for India's | radical portability ishow itwill Aroundtheworld, lhedlgr gy Overview document. This Fast Health | start down thisjourney, wewould auweum
uniquebrand of dataportability isset outin d opinions. | itization of healthcar i remember that

thedraft Personal DataProtection Bill. How- | With thedlick of abutton, any specialist they | driven bytheinternal billmgdqnalmenlsol treat any item of clinical dataasaresource | tal health infrastructure Indianeedsisonly
ever, ) accessto that can bedescribed usingmedically rele- | surpassed by therisk of not getting it right.
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Questions that still hover around
our monetary policy framework

The first four years of the Reserve Bank of India’s inflation-targeting framework could offer lessons for the journey ahead

MINT

Ceres was believed to be just another barren rac;in space till recently NAsa
A dwarf planet with an oceanic world of its own

he dwarf planet Ceres—long believed to be a barren space rock—isan ocean
world with reservoirs of sea water beneath s surface, the results ofa major

belt between Mars and Jupller and h:

objectinth
wn gravity, enabling the Nasa Dawn

NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA
is amember of the academic board of the
Meghnad Desai Academy of Economics

he first monetary policy committee
(MPC) appointed by the government to
decide the benchmark interest rate in
India ended its term this month. A lot
Irady been written on the voting
pattern over the 24 meetings of this

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) committee. A new

h; b d under the existis
rules. The central bank’s inflation target has to be
resetafew months later in April 2021.

How should the lessons of the past four years
mrorm thejourney ahead? This column tkesa
lookaf
(argel on the choice of nominal anchor, and on
coordination of monetary policy with fiscal policy.
Some of these questionsare likely to dominate
policy debates in the coming months.

Question one: Does India need anew inflation
target? It is well known that the committee on the
new monetary policy framework had in its 2014
report recommended that India’s inflation target

should be-4%. witha wide band of two percentage
/

pected supply-side shocks, suchasajumpin food
prices, which account for nearly halfof the Indian
consumer price index,

This level of threshold inflation—or broadly the
level of inflation that maximises growth—was
moreorlessin tune with what nearly 30 years of
empirical research had yielded. The Sukhamoy
Chakravar mmittee had estimated threshold
inflation at 4% in 1985. The RBlannual report
released in 2011 had come up with a range of 4-6%.
Other studies have broadly come to similar
conclusions. The inflation target given to RBI by
the government is thus not out of sync with these
earlier estimates.

unt unex-

economy that used core inflation as its nominal
anchor for monetary policy, shifted to targeting
headline inflation.

been abig part of incremental aggregate demand
in India, thus influencing inflation. And lower
inflation via RBI has impacted the government

Few realize that core inflation k

budget by bri therate of nominal eco-

by monetary policy
RBI sfomcasungmodcl the Quarterly Projection
Model-—parts ways with standard central bank

The go nsiderincreasingits

inflation tolerance level when it gives the central

bankanew target next year. A higher inflation
for

models by food and fuel inflation in
threeseparatecquations.The Phlips Curve n the

has earlier argued that
India’s fiscal and monetary targets should be et
througha common analytical framework, and that

spacecrafttocapture high-resolution imagesofts surface. Nowa teamof scentists

fromthe Uniteds fromtheorbiter,
135ks rnm | id. They foc: he

Oceator crater and determined that there is an “extensive reservoir” of brine

beneathitssurface, Several studies published Monday... shed further light on the

dwarfplanet, which was discovered by Italian polymath Giuseppe Piazzi in 1801.

The Straits Times

The genetic tricks that Malthus did not foresee

obacco plants have been modified with a protein found in algae to improve
their photosynthesis and increase growth, while using less water, in a new
advancethatcould ol the wy toigher-yieling cops na drght- afflicted

future. e xprocess by which
plantsareable to use sunlight and carbon tiovideto produce nutrients that fucl
their growth.

tural ivity, but the fthe process many past

‘ature Pl ientist
used genetic manipulation processes to increase an enzyme that already exists
within the tobacco plant.

The Guardian
The quest for low-noise quantum computers

S ientists h deamajor inthe ofl I
Noise jggest problem for
- fore they

beused widelyand in
therevolutionary ways that have boon proposed [Alew paperauggestsa way of
dealing withsuchrois, i turn potentially opening upa way ocontrolthatnoise

quantum p
potentiallyc]  way 3 for prob-
lems that are i il ing today But, todosso, scienti to
beabl how noise functi

system. Until now,
they have only been able to do so using very small devices.
The Independent

A meltdown that we can only watch in dismay

wenty-five years of satellite observations have been used to reconstruct a
detailed history of Antarctica'si i

5
theland, and ri i he Euro-

S ydata-set confir mc]unglrcnd Bu(lhcmno»a'
tion here s not somuch the fact that ealread\ kne

budget should be designed with

RBI'sinflation target in mind.

model i

target would give the next MPC
monetary easing. However, a higher target should
ideally be empirically grounded rather than picked
out of thin air. And India’s inflation target cannot

inflation. Food prices influencs lhewre
through changesin inflation expectations.

Core nflation is partof the analytical frame-
work.Some recent research shows that as inflation

Alotdependson the political economy. Kenneth
Rogoffhad famously argued in a 1985 paper that a
central banker with lower inflation tolerance than
he political system will i ial welfare.
Theidea of central bank independence s now

be delinked from th Il global inflation trend, have gotanchored, suddenshocksto | underatack. The existing div |(m()tl.|h(lur
more specifically inflation in our major trading foodand fuel prices donot inflation sa
partnersas well as countries that Indi: ters | (Changing Dy ion in India, by onhcIndnanpcoplcgwcsRBIanmﬂauonmgct

compete within global markets.
Question two: Should core inflation be the
nominal anchor of monetary policy? RBI targets
consumer price inflation, dominated by food
prices that do not respond to monetary policy. So
Should it hif s romnalanchor to core iflation?
Twas one of the economists who had made this

Ravindra Dholakia and Virinchi $. Kadiyala, March
2018). Even shocks to core inflation tend to dissi-
pate faster than before. Sucha decline in inflation
persistence s at least partly because of the rising
credibility of monetary policy in recent years. A

shift s coreinflation inlaw
orin practice—isdependenton how conrdem

bout the ability of Indian economic

tothe Urjit Patel ameet-
mg he]d in December 2013. The committee Lh(lse
b inflation
react to changesin the overall price level rather
than onlya part ofit. Thailand, which was the only

policy to meet its fiscal and monetary targets.
Question three: Should fiscal and monetary pol-

iy work intandem? There isa good reason to ask

this question. Fiscal spending has in recent years

for the medium term. The central bank should
then have the requisite operating freedom to

inevitable political cycles.

that; relatively war iseating their Rather, it
can exactly where and when
d he meltwater i

by in
fresh water has
edlyinfluencing ocean circulation.

me of this cold,
d Antarctica whereit s

BBC

Kindly decongest those orbits around the Earth

W elcome to the age of the satellite megaconstellation. Within the next few

forbyvoters,

years, vast networks, containing even

pursue the target, while being insulated from the Earth’sorbital Muchof
h i tellites has been placed on the ‘SpaceX and
shtful paper published in March 2007, OneWeb, but turningto Amazon. Last month, the Federal Commu-
Alberto Alesinaand Guido Tabellini showed why nications C requestby i its
rational politicians tend to delegate to unelected Project Kuiper hi dinternet serviceto
bureaucrats those tasks that they can gel blamed customers around the world, mrludmg toremote or underserved communities
e rapid influx low- h

thatinvolve redistribution. lhmkahnuullhe ne‘(l pushback from and

time someonc asks why an unclected MPC sets
interest rates.

GUEST

rtl
of
The New York Times

Supply chains move from just-in-time to just-in-case

SOUMYADEEP GANGULY &
NEELESH MUNDRA

.\

are, respectively, partners in
the Delhi and Mumbai offices
of McKinsey & Co.

na May 2020 survey of global business
leaders by McKinsey, as many as 93% of

hard time forecasting demand. JIC tenets
revolvearound eliminatingrisk from supply
chains, and are finding wider resonance
now, as companies across the world try to
de-risk their operations. Three trends are
emerging from this shift.
First, diversification of supplierbasesasa
hield against geographical uncertainties.
Vhile this trend has dominated newsprint

they
theirsupply-chain resilience n the coming
months. Many of them have created individ-
ual blueprints for this since then. Now, they

space for a few months, it is
intriguing to see the lengths some compa-
nies are willing to go in their mission to
diversify. A multi-billion-dollar industrial

idevariety

to turn thei

 forexample, is consid-
itsvendorbase for a high-cost

The writing on the wall, however, has
been the same for everyone. Just-in-time
(IT), the decades-old poster child of supply
chains, is nolonger tenable. It wasideal for
a \\,()rld of certainties, in which you could

preci
using advance

ion tool—traditionally manufactured
technologies by skilled

ifafew o thlr s end upin cotain-

therefore, have taken the shape of manpow-

in ntermotof-Things-cabld inventory

ment zones. A leading manu-
facturer, for instance, is planmng to create
more space for storage and is considering
twooptions:shifting toa larger warehouse
in a different city, or splitting its existing
warehouse between two cities.

Some contract logistics

ayers are going a step
further. Not only are they

labouronly in the EU
kets in Asia, where it will need to establish
much ofthe required infastructure from

lhalyoursupphcswou](l amvconumcand

scratch. The me
additional cost, butitis an inv ('slmcm thc
ost

n|ghl But,inapost-covidworld.where the
rug haslongbeen pulled from underour col-

wmpm i
of

illing
0

thesupply chain,
Second,

lective feet, i

er- tech-

onveyor belts
Eventually, itpl

: by
the pandemichas exposed these warchouses
as weak linksin the system.

Tode-riskthem,

guided vehicles in its warchouses. In
response o this emerging market need. an

turning to technology. According to the
2020 Honeywell Intelli-
grated Automation Invest-

provider is also

“archouseautomation"service i, which
itbelieves could bea1,000 crore opportu-
nity over the next18-2 4 months,

New business 5 4 hanson

dobalsupply

talways, whichislikely to lead m ll|e emer-

g,en( f: g hubs

JICten-
cls'\rcspccdl]ygammggmund Inthiscon-
text, it is encouraging to note that bmh

Indian
providersare already adding JIC tenets to

beefingup theirwarchous- ofth, iesinthe US
ing capacity, they are also trends are are planning to invest in
homcwmgdigmens  SMeErgiNgas e
Dil

to create nwn -level trans- supply networks nology arll}c]l rohouc‘s :olu
fons in the near future.

et reshaped R cently, a global logistic:

. th 8 . P services  provider
inaposition toofferapan- to minimize that it is plan-
India single “cost per pal- A ning to deploy a thousand
let” to their customers,  CliSFUPLION riSKS  robots across its North

instead of the variable,
regional pricing that char-

American supply chain.
Indian companies are

acterized the trade in idd
Third, increased automation in ware-
houses to build resilience. T

it, butonly in the medi-
um-to-longte, as Indla'slow labourcosts
tendtoact. imedi-

their

Itis toosoon tosay what the exact ramifi-
cations of these trends will be. Will JIC
become the new supply-chain normal, for
example, or will a hybrid JIT+JIC model
emerge? But these shifts bode well for the
world.Ifand when thereisanother external
shock of the scale of covid-19, JIC could

forced to look bey ond JIT. limits ave seen £ A few | prove to be an invaluable tool in countries”
aretakingrefugein the i warchous- withalarge | players, however, are making a head start. | effortsto keep their essential supply chains
philosophy o ustin-case 1O which has | ingfootprnt ittolow- | Oneof India's leading third-party logistics reduce Suffring.
havea | k d cost third-party players. Most providers, for ing to invest m Ahmad
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Rajasthan lessons

If the truce in the Congress is to endure,

both factions must mend their ways

lhe crisis in the Congress in Rajasthan that nearly
Tbmugh[ down the government led by Chief Mi-

nister Ashok Gehlot has blown over. The group
led by Sachin Pilot has reiterated its loyalty to the party,
though the stand-off cost him the posts of Deputy Chief
Minister and State party chief. The truce is an outcome
of the realisation on both sides that their positions had
become self-destructive and unsustainable. Mr. Gehlot
faced the risk of losing the government, while Mr. Pilot
stared at the unnerving prospect of a life outside the
Congress. The turmoil in Rajasthan has also been yet
another occasion to note with deep concern the ten-
dency of the judiciary to overstep its remit set by law,
brazen partisanship of the Governor, and misuse of
central agencies to tilt the political balance. The crisis
was primarily internal to the Congress, but the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s maximalist approach to capture pow-
er at all costs was evident. The unseemly power strug-
gle had derailed governance in the State in the midst of
a pandemic. Now that a settlement has been reached,
the Centre and the State, the Bharatiya Janata Party and
all sections within the ruling party must come together
to combat the pandemic.

The Congress is facing the most severe crisis in its
history and it cannot afford any complacency in keep-
ing its house in order. The party is constantly at the re-
ceiving end of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s relentless on-
slaught and in March it lost the government in Madhya
Pradesh, which it had won in 2018 along with Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh. According to Mr. Gehlot’s own admis-
sion, there was no communication between him and
Mr. Pilot ever since the formation of the government in
2018. That is a sad commentary on the party. Mr. Pilot
has said he resorted to rebellion only after his grievanc-
es went unheeded. This brinkmanship might have
taught them both, and the party’s central leadership,
some lessons for the future. The resolution of the crisis
took the intervention of former Congress President Ra-
hul Gandhi, who commands the loyalty of both. He
could have resolved it earlier or even preempted the
crisis altogether. There is no single model for running a
political party, but the nature, history and character of
the Congress impel it to be consultative and deliberative
in its internal and external conduct. As Rajasthan de-
monstrated, Mr. Gandhi has a role to play in facilitating
this. Mr. Gandhi has been focused on building a critique
of the Bharatiya Janata Party and its government but
such politics will be effective only when reinforced by a
strong organisation. He has strong opinions on what
the Congress should ideally be, but he has no option
but to start with what it currently is.

Just closure

The focus must be on adequate compensation
for families of fishermen killed by marines

t may seem pragmatic to keep any pending litigation
Ialive until all dues relating to it are paid and all legal

issues are settled. However, it is somewhat puzzling
that the Supreme Court of India has said it would keep
the Italian marines’ case alive until “hefty” and “adeq-
uate” compensation is paid by Italy for the killing of two
fishermen by its marines on February 15, 2012. The
Court has indicated that it would not allow the closure
of the trial until such compensation is paid. And it has
ordered that the families of the victims be heard on this
matter. Once the Union government has declared that it
would abide by the ruling of the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration (PCA) at The Hague, which granted immunity
to the marines and favoured Italy as the appropriate ju-
risdiction where they could be tried for the crime, it
does not seem proper to delay the process of bringing
closure to the matter. For one thing, the PCA, an arbi-
tral tribunal that adjudicates disputes under the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
hasitself ruled that India is entitled to compensation for
“loss of life, physical harm, material damage to proper-
ty... and moral harm suffered by” the captain and crew
members of St. Antony, the fishing vessel involved, and
mandated negotiations on the quantum. Second, it
hardly needs emphasis that the pendency of the matter
in court should not become a bargaining point that de-
lays the reaching of a fair settlement. Continuing hear-
ings may also be seen as India being reluctant to cease
all criminal proceedings against the marines as per the
ruling.

The Court's resolve to obtain adequate and hefty
compensation for the families of the victims is wel-
come, though it would be difficult to have a judicial de-
termination of what quantum would satisfy these re-
quirements. The Centre may have approached the top
court for formal permission to close the pending trial
proceedings as a matter of abundant caution. But as far
as the law goes, it could have approached the trial court
itself through the public prosecutor for withdrawal
from prosecution under Section 321 of the CrPC. Too
many legal tangles have already caused enough diplo-
‘matic rupture in the progression of the Enrica Lexie-St.
Antony case since 2012. Article 253 of the Constitution,
which says Parliament may enact a law to give effect to
any international treaty or convention, has been cited
to argue that in view of the arbitral court's finding on ju-
risdiction being in conflict with the Supreme Court’s
ruling in 2013 that the Union government alone can try
the case, a law may be needed before the trial is closed.
‘This is just needless quibbling as the conflict has ceased
after India agreed to abide by the tribunal’s ruling in
keeping with its obligations under UNCLOS. India’s fo-
cus should now be on negotiating for compensation
and ensuring a purposive criminal trial in Italy.

»

The future of Indian secularism

Itis premature to pronounce the end of constitutional secularism; it has only suffered a setback and can be revived

RajeevBhargava

ur public discourse is re-
Osounding with triumphal-

ism on the one hand, and
lament on the other over the death
or defeat of secularism. It seems as.
if the bhoomi pujan has burnt its
bodily remains, and if anyone
cares to claim it, the ashes of secu-
larism will be buried near a dargah
or immersed in the Saryu. As a
child of the republic founded in
1950, one part of me wishes to join
the lament. But the other part,

this

but also intervene whenever reli-
gious groups promote communal
disharmony and discrimination
on grounds of religion (an inter-re-
ligious matter) or are unable to
protect their own members from
the oppressions they perpetuate
(an intra-religious issue). There-
fore, and this is its second feature,
the Indian state abandons strict
separation but keeps a principled
distance from all religions. For in-
stance, it cannot tolerate untouch-
ability or leave all personal laws as
they are. Equally, it may non-pre-
ferentially subsidise schools run
by religious communities. Thus, it
has to constantly decide when to
engage or disengage, help or hin-
der religion depending entirely on
which of these enhances our con-
stitutional to free-

nudging me to
moment, asks: does anything in
India ever die? Silenced, yes;
forced temporarily to go under-
ground, maybe; transmigrate to
another bodily form under a diffe-
rent name, possibly. But death?
Gone forever? No!

Three years ago, on August 6,
2017, 1 had written, in this very
paper — in the article, “Constitu-
tional or party-political secula-
rism?” — that secularism has paid a
heavy price in our country for be-
ing at the centre of public and pol-
itical discourse. It has been persis-
tently misused and abused.
Distinguishing it from constitu-
tional political secularism, I called
this abused entity, “party-political
secularism’.

Respect and critique
Constitutional ~ secularism  is
marked by at least two features.
First, critical respect for all reli-
gions. Unlike some secularisms,
ours is not blindly anti-religious
but respects religion. Unlike the
secularisms of pre-dominantly sin-
gle religious societies, it respects
not one but all religions. However,
gwen the virtual impossibility of
inguishing the religious from
the cial, as B.R. Ambedkar fa-
mously observed, every aspect of
religious doctrine or practice can-
not be respected. Respect for reli-
gion must be accompanied by cri-
tique.

It follows that our state must
respectfully leave religion alone

dom, equality and fraternity. This
constitutional secularism cannot
be sustained by governments
alone but requires collective com-
mitment from an impartial judici-
ary, a scrupulous media, civil so-
ciety activists, and an alert
citizenry.

Advent of opportunism

Party-political secularism, born
around 40 years ago, is a nefarious
doctrine practised by all political
parties, including by so-called
‘secular forces’. This secularism
has dispelled all values from the
core idea and replaced them with
opportunism. Opportunistic dis-
tance (engagement or disengage-
ment), but mainly opportunistic
alliance with religious communi-
ties, particularly for the sake of im-
mediate electoral benefit, s its un-
spoken slogan. Indifferent to
freedom and equality-based reli-
gious reform, it has removed criti-
cal from the term ‘critical respect”
and bizarrely interpreted ‘respect’
to mean cutting deals with aggres-
sive or orthodox sections of reli-
gious groups — unlocking the Babri
Masjid/Ram temple for puja, and
forsaking women’s rights in the
Shah Bano case. It has even been
complicit in igniting communal
violence. This party-political ‘sec-
ular’ state, cozying up alternately
to the fanatical fringe of the minor-
ity and the majority, was ready-
made for takeover by a majoritar-
ian party. This was accomplished
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by removing the word ‘all’ and re-
placing it by ‘majority’: respect
only the majority religion; never
criticise it, but recklessly demo-
nise others; and ridding the state
of the corrupt practice of opportu-
nistic distance not by restoring
principled distance but magically
abolishing distance altogether.
This is untrammelled majoritar-
ianism masquerading as secula-
rism, one that opposes ‘pseudo-
secularism’ without examining its
own equally unethical practices.
Today, Indian constitutional
s

not a little help from the Opposi-
tion, media and judiciary. Yet, [
hesitate to pronounce the death of
constitutional secularism.
Grounded in millennia-old plural-
ist traditions, it cannot easily be
brushed aside. Instead, I prefer
the word ‘setback’. Brakes have
been suddenly applied to this lar-
gely state-driven political project
of dealing with inter-religious is-
sues such as communal
It has come to a screeching halt,
broken down. Does secularism
then have a future?

Two crucial moves

1 suggest two crucial moves to
Kick-start the discourse and prac-
tice of secularism. First, a shift of
focus from a politically-led project
to a socially-driven movement for
justice. Second, a shift of emphasis
from inter-religious to intra-reli-
gious issues. I invoke the name of
two great leaders, B.R. Ambedkar
and Jawaharlal Nehru, to make my
point. B.R. Ambedkar dispassion-
ately observed that when two
roughly equal communities view
each other as enemies, they get
trapped in a majority-minority
syndrome, a vicious cycle of spi-
ralling political conflict and social
alienation. This was true in the
1930s and the 1940s. Today, feel-

ing extremely vulnerable, Indian
Muslims appear to have opted out
of this syndrome. When this hap-
pens, the syndrome implodes.
The result is neither open conflict
nor harmony, simply an exiled ex-
istence for Muslims in their own
homeland.

B.R. Ambedkar also claimed
that when communities view each
other as a menace, they tend to
close ranks. This has another de-
bilitating impact: all dissent within
the community is muzzled and
much needed internal reforms are
stalled. If so, the collapse of the
syndrome unintentionally throws
up an opportunity. As the focus
shifts from the other to oneself, it
may allow deeper introspection
within, multiple dissenting voices
to resurface, create conditions to
root out intra-religious injustices,
and make its members free and
equal. After all, the Indian project
of secularism has been thwarted
as much by party-politics as by re-
ligious orthodoxy and dogma.

Europe’s example
Here, Europe’s example helps.
The fight against the oppression of
the church was as much a popular
struggle as it was driven by the
state. Europe’s secularism provid-
ed a principle to fight intra-reli-
gious oppressions. Nehru under-
stood this. For him, secularism
was not only a project of civic
friendship among religious com-
‘munities but also of opposition to
religion-based caste and gender
oppressions — an endeavour at the
heart of our own socially-driven
freedom and equality-oriented re-
form movements in the 19th cen-
tury. For the moment, the state-
driven political project of secula-
rism and its legal constitutional
form appear to have taken a hit.
But precisely this ‘setback’ can be
turned into an opportunity to rev-
italise the social project of secula-
rism. Since the Indian state has
failed to support victims of op-
ressions sanctioned by religion, a
peaceful and democratic secula-
rism from below provides a van-
tage point from which to carry out
a much-needed internal critique
and reform of our own respective
religions, to enable their compati-
bility with constitutional values of

equality, liberty and justice. A col-
lective push from young men and
women untainted by the politics
and ideological straitjacketing of
the recent past may help streng-
then the social s[mgglc of emanci-
pation from intra-religious injus-
tices. Those who most benefit
from upholding these constitu-
tional values, the oppressed mi-
norities, Dalits, women, citizens
sick to death with zealotry or crass
commercialisation of their faiths
must together renew this project.

Inter-community relations
1am not suggesting that we must
hereby ignore inter-religious is-
sues. But having itself produced
disharmony, it is surely beyond
the capacity of the current state to
restore communal harmony. But
distance, freedom from mutual
obsession, give communities
breathing space. Each can now ex-
plore resources within to con-
struct new ways of living together.
The issue here is not simple retrie-
val of older, failed modes of reli-
gious toleration. The political pro-
ject of secularism arose precisely
because religious toleration no
longer worked. Needed today are
new forms of socio-religious reci-
procity, crucial for the business of
everyday life and novel ways of re-
ducing the political alienation of
citizens, a democratic  deficit
ations go beyond
cularism.

If a critique of religion is to
come at least partly from within,
then its idiom must also draw from
local religiosities and the multiple
languages in which they find ex-
pression. A critique purely from
outside, one which is not partly
immanent. will not work. Nor can
popular-democratic struggles be
taken over by middle-class van-
guardism. However, such strug-
gles too need support from intel-
lectuals. But to be effective, these
intellectuals should already have
learnt from a wide variety of cultu-
ral traditions, both natal and those
outside their immediate ambit.
Only then will their voice carry
‘weight, and be heard.

Rajeev Bhargava is Professor, Centre for
the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS),
Delhi

India’s population data and a tale of two projections

The country’s demographic future will see peaking and then declining numbers driven by a sharp fertility reduction

Sonalde Desai
new study (https://

A ly/30)z0Kd), published
the highly regarded jour-

nal, The Lancet, and prepared by
the Seattle-based Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation
(IHME), has shaken up the world
of population policy. It argues that
while India is destined to be the
largest country in the world, its
population will peak by mid-cen-
tury. And as the 21st century clos-
es, its ultimate population will be
far smaller than anyone could
have anucnpa[ed abouz 1.09 bil-
135

tility rate of 1.29 for India with the
projected cohort fertility of 1.53
for the United States and 1.78 for
France in the same model. It is dif-

ficult to believe that Indian parents
could be less committed to child- &

bearing than American or French
parents.

Until 2050, the IHME projec-
tions are almost identical to wide-
ly-used United Nations prcqeo
tions. e
(https://bit.ly/2PGYALh) pm]ech
that India’s population will be 1.64
billion by 2050, the IHME projects
1.61billion by 2048. Itis only in the
second half of the century that the
two projections diverge with the
UN predicting a population of 1.45
billion by 2100, and the IHME, 1.09
billion.

Part of this divergence may
come from IHME model’s exces-
sive reliance on data regarding

lion instead of
billion today. It could even be as
low as 724 million.

Readers who follow COVID-19
projections will remember that in
March 2020, the IHME projected
U.S. deaths from COVID-19 to be
around 81,000 by August. Deaths
in the U.S. today are more than
twice that number. The underly-
ing assumptions for the initial mo-
del were not borne out. The IHME
population projections are also
subject to underlying assumptions
that deserve careful scrutiny. They
predict that by the year 2100, on
average, Indian women will have
1.29 children. Since each woman
‘must have two children to replace
herself and her husband, this will
result in a sharp population de-
cline. Contrast this predicted fer-
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current e use in the
National Family Health Survey
(NFHS) and potential for increas-
ing contraceptive use. Research at
the National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER) Na-
tional Data Innovation Centre by
Santanu Pramanik and colleagues
shows that contraceptive use in
the NFHS is poorly estimated, and
as aresult, unmet need for contra-
ception may be lower than that es-
timated by the IHME model, gen-
erating implausibly low fertility
projections for 2100.

Fertility decline
Regardless of whether we sub-
scribe to the UN's projections, or
the IHME projections, India’s de-
mographic future contains a peak-
ing and subsequently declining

led to

population driven by a sharp re-
duction in fertility. In the 1950s,
India’s Total fertility rate (TFR)
was nearly six children per wo-
man; today it is 2.2. Ironically, the
massive push for family planning
coupled with forced sterilisation
during the Emergency barely led
toa 17% decline in TFR from 5.9 in
1960 to 4.9 in 1980. However, bet-
ween 1992 and 2015, it had fallen
by 35% from 3.4 t0 2.2.

What happened to accelerate
fertility decline to a level where 18
States and Union Territories have
a TFR below 2, the replacement le-
vel? One might attribute it to the
success of the family planning pro-
gramme but family planning has
Tong lost its primacy in the Indian
policy discourse. Between 1975
and 1994, family planning workers
had targets they were expected to
meet regarding sterilisations, con-
dom distribution and intrauterine
device (IUD) insertion. Often these
targets led to explicit or implicit
coercion. Following the Cairo con-
ference on Population and Deve-
lopment in 1994, these targets
were abandoned.

If carrots have been dropped,
the stick of policies designed to
punish people with large families
has been largely ineffective. Puni-
tive policies include denial of ma-
ternity leave for third and subse-

quent births, limiting benefits of
maternity schemes and ineligibili-
ty to contest in local body elec-
tions for individuals with large fa-
milies. However, as Nirmala Buch,
former Chief Secretary of Madhya

i
were mostly ignored in practice.

Aspirational revolution

If public policies to encourage the
small family norm or to provide
contraception have been lacka-
daisical, what led couples to aban-
don the ideal of large famil It
seems highly probable that the so-
cioeconomic transformation of In-
dia since the 1990s has played an
important role. Over this period,
agriculture became an increasing-
ly smaller part of the Indian eco-
nomy, school and college enrol-
ment grew sharply and individuals
lucky enough to find a job in go-
vernment, multinationals or soft-
ware services companies reaped
tremendous financial benefits. Not
surprisingly, parents began to
rethink their family-building stra-
tegies. Where farmers used to see
more workers when they saw their
children, the new aspirational pa-
rents see enrolment in coaching
classes as a ticket to success.

The literature on fertility de-
cline in western countries attri-
butes the decline in fertility to re-
treat from the family; Indian
parents seem to demonstrate in-
creased rather than decreased
commitment to family by reducing
the number of children and invest-
ing more in each child. My re-
search with Alaka

the same income level and finds
that small and large families do not
differ in their leisure activities, wo-
men’s participation in the work-
force or how many material goods
they purchase. However, smaller
families invest more money in
their children by sending them to
private schools and coaching
classes. It is not aspirations for self
but that for children that seems to
drive fertility decline.

In language of the past
Tronically, even in the face of this
sharp fertility decline among all
segments of Indian society, the pu-
blic discourse is still rooted in the
language of the 1970s and on sup-
posedly high fertility rate, particu-
larly in some areas such as Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar or among some
groups such as women with low le-
vels of education or Muslims. This
periodically results in politicians
proposing remedies that would
force these ostensibly ignorant or
uncaring parents to have fewer
children.

Demographic data suggest that
the aspirational revolution is alrea-
dy under way. What we need to
hasten the fertility decline is to en-
sure that the health and family
welfare system is up to this chal-
lenge and provides contraception
and sexual and reproductive
health services that allow indivi-
duals to have only as many chil-
dren as they want.

Sonalde Desai is Professor of Sociology at
the University of Maryland and Professor
and Ce NCAER National

Basu at Cornell University com-
pares families of different size at

Data Innovation Centre. The views
expressed are personal
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Part of the steel frame
The more appropriate
question to ask in the
Indian context is, even if
the right type of men and
women are inducted into
the higher bureaucracy
(Editorial page, “The main
bricks to use in India’s steel
frame,” August 11), will they
be able to retain their best
qualities during service?
The Indian bureaucracy
does not function in a
vacuum. On the contrary,

bureaucrats need to survive
in strong and powerful
situations created for them
by some unscrupulous
politicians. Further, how
can one expect a mid-
career review of their
performance to be devoid
of any political influence?
‘There is no guarantee that
even good bureaucrats can
Keep their honesty and
integrity intact, considering
the high-level of
politicisation of anything

and everything in India.
A Venkatasubramanian,
Tiruch, T Nadu

Language policy

One i in agreement with
the views of a former Vice-
Chancellor, E.

challenged in

language policy, as they are
very relatable. Even an
isstie such as when the
Prime Minister is
addressing the nationlive P
on important issues, leaves

, on the two

language.

many including me very

understanding the language
(Hindi). We have to wait for
the translation in the
respective local language.
Before taking a decision on
NEP 2020, the Tamil Nadu
g0 needs to
understand reality and the
various challenges, and
encourage Hindi as a third

Bickol, Balacola, The Nilgiis

MP's experience

Irefer to aletter in the

“Letters to the Editor”

Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam Member of

recent experience at
Chennai airport. It is

column (August 11), on

Parliament Kanimozhi’s

unfortunate that the reader
has termed the arrogant
and chauvinistic quip of the

olatters
onne. e ahcode %

In my opinion, no person
with selfrespect can accept
such a remark. It is only
and clearly because such
acts go unchallenged by
many that the government
of the day is doing
everything it can to thrust
Hindi down the throats of
the non-Hindi speakers in

CISF officer as ‘an off the India.
cuff remark that has been Tharcius$. Fernando,
blown out of proportion’. Chennat

»
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A ‘democracy capture’

What happened to Indian democracy? A bad accident? Or the only possible outcome of the system?

YogendraYadav

Brought up during the heyday of the
“Congress system”™, Yogendra Yadav
was first exposed to politics during
the Emergency. After several decades
as professor, psephologist, politician
and activist, he looks back at what he
calls India’s first republic, 1950-2019.
Why is there an acute crisis in Indian
democracy, he asks. How did India
end up here? His new book, Making
Sense of Indian Democracy, provides
some answers. An excerpt:

The current state of Indian democ-
racy is neither just a bad accident in
an otherwise perfect journey nor its
inevitable destination. The rise of Na-
rendra Modi to power was anything
but a freak phenomenon. The Ram-
janmabhoomi movement had sig-
nalled this possibility 25 years ago.
That was foreshadowed by Congress'
victory in the wake of the Sikh mas-
sacre and followed by Modi’s victo-
ries in the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions, held in the wake of the
anti-Muslim pogrom of 2002. We
should have known about the dark
side of Indian democracy. At any
Tate, we are no longer now looking at
Modi’s victory in 2014 as a single inci-
: his popularity thereafter and
even bigger victory in 2019 is enough
to make it clear that we are looking at
something deeper than one indivi-
dual, one election, one incident.

At the same time, the victory of a
Modi-led BJP was not the only possi-
ble outcome of India’s political tra-
jectory. The political logic of Indian
‘democracy, the economic logic of a
neo-liberal state, the social logic of a
caste system under transformation,
and the cultural logic of India’s own
modernity still left open several pos-
sibilities. Modi's rise to power in Guj-
arat, his ascendance within the BJP,
and his nationwide electoral victory
were not preordained. Plausible
counterfactuals come to mind:
not hard to imagine a very different
course of history had the Anna Ha-
zare movement not delegitimised the
UPA regime, had the Congress lea-
dership not proved itself so utterly
inept, had the Pulwama attack not

BJP supporters at Prime Minister Narendra Modi's rally at Ramlila Maidan, New

Delhi, on May 8, 2019. - SANDEEP SAXENA

happened as and when it did. So, I
think it is best to see the current cri-
sis of Indian democracy as the out-
come of a “democracy capture” that
was at once contingent and deter-
mined. We need to understand how
a political leader seized upon a very
difficult chance and converted it into
a personal triumph — and how it is
that he now manages to do so repeat-
edly. At the same time, this democra-
cy capture could not have happened

First of all, we need to widen the
conceptual apparatus of “democra-
cy” to include diverse ways — lan-

= Making Sense

if we are to make sense of Indian de-
mocracy, for the dominant narrative
fails to understand both the success-
es and the failures of our specific va-
riety of this broad template called de-
mocracy. If we go by the dominant
understanding of the preconditions
of democracy — namely, some de-
gree of affluence, and widespread lit-
eracy - India should never have been
a democracy in the first place. If we
insist on oscillations of power within
amuti-party competitive framework,
the “Congress system” should not be
characterised as democratic. If we
stick to the idea of an overlap bet-
ween the cultural boundaries of a na-
tion and the political boundaries of a
state, independent India with its
deep diversities should never have
survived beyond its first decade and
made a transition to a democratic na-
tion state. If we believe in a balance
between participatory urge and insti-
tutional depth, Indian democracy
should not have taken off in the
1960s; and having taken off, it should
not have suffered the crisis that it did

gfindian ~ during the Emergency; and, once ts
Yogendra institutional fragility had been as ex-
Yadav posed as it was during that episode,
Permanent Indian democracy should not have
Black/Ashoka  survived the Emergency. The rise of
University identity politics — region-, caste-, and
%995 religion-based mobilisation through

the 1980s and 1990s — should not
have led to a consolidation of democ-
racy. And, once democracy became
“the only game in town” and was
buttressed by an unprecedented rate

without some structural weaknesses
within the Indian enter-

guages, idioms, theories - in which
all

of economic growth, Indian democ-

prise. A student of democracy must
focus on the conditions that made
this kind of capture possible.

Challenging old notions
Understanding this democracy cap-
ture requires rewriting democratic
theory. The dominant orthodoxy on
democracy presents us with a neat
definition of democracy, a universal
normative standard which allows ev-
ery political regime to be pigeon-
holed into a democracy/non-democ-
racy binary. This is a highly stylised
and selective version of what has in
fact been the contingent path that
democracy has taken in a tiny but do-
minant part of the globe. Making
sense of democracy in most other
parts of the world in the twenty-first
century demands that this ortho-
doxy be challenged on multiple
grounds.

From locker rooms to classrooms

Various educational interventions will enable us
to move towards gender equality

EricFalt

Instances of non-consensual sharing
of images online to threaten and
shame girls and women have raised
serious questions about the mindsets
of not only boys but of all youngsters,
and their use of social media. Public
opinion has pointed the finger at the
growing and sometimes nefarious in-
fluence of technology. A quick fix of
deactivating social media handles or
deleting so-called provocative photos
is often the most common response
to such situations. However, this
does not address the real problem.

COVID-19 has exacerbated the
challenges that women face. The Na-
tional Commission for Women has
reported a surge in domestic vio-
lence and cybercrimes, which has
‘made girls and women more vulnera-
ble as they struggle to fight another
pandemic of violence and abuse in-
side their homes and online.

Against this background, UNESCO,
UNICEF, UN Women, UNFPA and the
South Asia Foundation joined hands
recently to support Nandita Das in
the production and launch of the
short film Listen to Her. We hope this
will contribute to breaking the stigma
around the issue and encourage wo-
‘men to speak up and seek help,

Various atives
Young minds are malleable and the-
refore a concerted effort must be
made to shape positive mindsets at
this critical age. As the boundary bet-
ween the real and the virtual world
becomes increasingly blurred, the
perceived risks increase. For those
Tooking to prevent and counter cy-
berbullying, UNESCO's information
booklet, ‘Safe online learning in
times of COVID-19", can also be a use-
ful reference. The booklet, deve-
loped in partnership with the Nation-
al Council of Educational Research
and Training, supports the creation
of safe digital spaces and addresses
nuances of privacy, especially in the
current context.

We also need to engage with
school communities, civil society or-
ganisations and governments to de-
fine alternatives for pre-existing
norms of masculinities. One such in-
itiative, the Action for Equality’ pro-
gramme, driven by our partner the

cMm
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Equal Community Foundation, has
already trained over 130 educators
across India on how to engage boys
to achieve gender equality through
educational interventions. At the
core of this initiative is a community-
based behavioural change pro-
gramme designed to provide young
boys with the skills and knowledge
they need to challenge existing gen-
der norms and take action to end vio-
lence and discrimination against wo-
‘men and girls.

Many more schools should adopt
School-Related Gender-based Vio-
lence programmes and curricula, so
that conversations can move out of
the locker room and emerge as
healthy discussions in the classroom.
The ground-breaking National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 provides historic
opportunities to shape the educa-
tional response to these challenges
for decades to come. Ultimately, so-
cieties across the world must se
tise children and young women and
‘men towards understanding the re-
percussion of their choices and guide
them towards a more sound actuali-
sation of their own individualities.

over the world. Second, it requires
enriching the normative standards
embedded in the idea of democracy
by taking into account the many his-
tories and traditions of democratic
thinking across the world. Third, we
need to expand the repertoire of in-
stitutions, conventions, and practic-
es that go into the making of democ-
racy in societies that are often quite

different from each other.

fourth, we need to rewrite the histo-
Ty of actually existing democracies,
both in the global north and the glo-
bal south, to reflect their radically
different experiences and trajecto-

ries.
While challenging democratic the-
ory is a global challenge today —
sides Narendra Modi, we live in the
age of Donald Trump, Boris Johnson,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and Viadimir
Putin - the task is certainly essential

racy should not have faced its worst
crisis — the one it faces today.
Clearly, students of Indian democ-
racy need a fresh pair of glasses. We
need to see the democratic enter-
prise in India as an open-ended jour-
ney. The formal journey began as a
joint enterprise: building a self-re-
liant and self-governing nation,

Whither our view of the world?

The case for non-American voices in international relations
debates has never been stronger than now

KrishnanSrinivasan

At this time when every Indian is a self-pro-
claimed China expert, it is worth tracing the
evolution of international relations as a disci-
pline, now 100 years old. Its origin was in the
U.K. after World War I as part of the liberal
internationalist reaction that also led to the
League of Nations. Three University Chairs
in Britain were endowed with funds by en-
trepreneurs who held the view that if dynas-
tic rulers gave way to democracies, hostile al-
liances and conflict would come to an end.

The subject in the U.S.
The U.S. soon took up the subject of interna-
tional relations with its characteristic zeal,

identifying its solipsistic interests with those
of the world. Once it was clear that isolation
was no longer a policy option, U.S. adminis-

trations looked for pmfesslonal advlce The
presidents needed their

creasingly become related to international
law, and the current salience of human rights
law and humanitarian law renders this ne-
cessary. The boundaries of definition have
pushed international relations to embrace
new territories such as the environment, fe-
minism and post-modernism. The basic
question, however, remains: is the concept
of a world community a realisable goal or a
dangerous illusion? Stanley Hoffman’s opi-
nion of 1977 is relevant: rather than pursue
certainty or absolute security, “international
relations should be the science of uncertain-
ty, the limits of action, of the ways in which
states try to manage but never succeed in
eliminating their insecurity”.

Think tanks in India

The case for non-American voices in the de-
bates coursing through the study of interna-
tional relations has never been stronger than
now. In India, the field of international rela-
tions has a much shorter history than 100
years and The Indian Council of World Af-
fairs was the first independent institution
with Indian roots. There are now interna-
tional relations disciplines in many universi-
ties under uch as area stu-

filled by George Kennan, Hans Morgenthau
and others, establishing the dominance of
realism in the field.

Academia in the U.S. post-World War 1
came up with concepts like conflict resolu-
tion, game theory and area studies, multidis-
ciplinary social research focusing on specific
geographic regions or ethnically defined
areas, drawing on disciplines such as politi-
cal science, history, sociology, ethnology, ge-
ography, linguistics, literature, and cultural
studies. Such research provided a fertile field
for the development of databases for use of
American academics, and for the ever-ex-
panding U.S. intelligence community.

The American obsession to follow the lead
of the natural sciences to create a predictive
social science of international relations led
to a divide between how the subject deve-
loped in the U.S. and elsewhere, where the
primary aim was to better understand the

of i

alongside the building of
institutions for the new nation. Alter-
natively, democracy featured as an
impediment, as a road block necessi-
tating consultations, procedures,
and consensus-building — all result-
ing in slowdowns that could ignite
pre-existing faultlines and lead to ex-
plosions. The democracy capture
that we face today is one such dan-
ger, always lurking round the corner.

And

Excerpted with permission from the
publishers

politics rather
than attempt to fashion government policy
along scientific lines. However, some new
concepts emerged, such as non-interference
in domestic jurisdiction and internal affairs
of other states, and were incorporated into
the UN Charter. The end of World War Il and
the Charter gave liberals a second opportun-
ity to assert themselves, though the Charter
also subscribed to the realist view by giving
the Security Council prime responsibility for
‘maintenance of peace and its five permanent
‘members a veto.

The field of international relations has in-

dies and peace and conflict studies, which
are nevertheless far fewer than our think
tanks. The Pennsylvania University Diplo-
matic Courier publishes a league table of
think tanks across the world in which the top
spot for 2018 is Brookings U.S. While the U.S.
tops with 1,871 think tanks, India is second
with 509 followed by China with 507. This
suggests that in India there is ample funding
available for think tanks but not for universi-
ty departments. When it comes to quality,
however, of the first 100 ranked think tanks,
the Observer Research Foundation and the
Institute of Defence Studies and Analyses are
in the top 50. Three more are listed in the
next 50 and all five are in Delhi. Such ratings
are of dubious value but confirm suspicions
about the negligible impact of our think
tanks on policy. No nation can compete with
the spoils system in the U.S. that enables aca-
demics and government officials to move in
and out of the decision-making circuit, but
the Diplomatic Courier ratings reveal the
gulf between the Indian government and
academic expertise.

Without regard to immediate concerns,
the discipline will lose its influence. Ray-
mond Aron and A.J.P Taylor’s impact was
due to their public profile. It is important for
our international relations specialists to ap-
pear regularly in the media to replace the
vacuous politicians and the greying tribe of
retired diplomats.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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China strengthens its sea-arm

Peking is boosting the development of its na-
val and merchant vessels, in the interests of
its national defence. Editorials have recently
appeared in the Chinese press calling for vi-
gorous efforts in this direction. Whether this
is due to the quarrel with Russia or the real-
isation that the sea offers new opportunities
for expansion is not clear. Communist China
already has a large number of warships but
many of them are obsolete vessels of Russian
origin. In recent years, a considerable effort
has been made to develop indigenous skills
in the building of submarines, torpedo and
missile boats for coastal defence. The latter
have a capacity to launch surface-to-surface
missiles with a range of 15 to 20 nautical
miles. They are modelled on the Russian
“Komar” and “Osa” class missile boats. In
1967, it was reported that China had started

DATA POINT

shoots

1. Were you able to

Message from
From Riot Grrrl to #MeToo and other
actions, it is fairly evident that the
global movements towards gender
equality and the eradication of vio-
lence against women are here to stay
and hopefully to grow. One of the
most important lessons to be drawn
from these movements is that change
can be effected through peaceful
‘means when people come together
to confront the dominant social
norms. Just as the challenges posed
by the COVID-19 crisis demand inter-
connectedness, the challenge of gen-
der inequality too is a battle that can-
not be fought in silos.

The pandemic is hopefully a gate-
‘way between the current world and
the next and in our quest to get back
to normal, let us reconsider which
parts of normal are worth rushing
back to. It would be a wasted oppor-
tunity if we campaign in poetry but
conduct ourselves in prose in Year 1
AC: After Coronavirus.

Eric Faltis the Director and UNESCO
Representative to Bhutan, India, the Maldives

and sri Lanka

ontime during the
lockdown?

Noresponse | 6.4

No green

By The Hindu Data Team

4 If you were able tossell your crop,then where
did you sell i’

About two months into the stringent lockdown owing to the COVID-19 crisis, a
significant share of farmers across India were not able to sow their seeds, harvest their
crop and sell their produce on time, according to the Gaon Connection and Lokniti-
CSDS Covid Rural Survey 2020. Significantly, the distress came despite a slew of
exemptions and relaxations for agriculture and allied sectors from the lockdown

5. 1f you were able to sell your crop, were
you able to do so at the government rate or

of high-speed hydrofoil patrol
craft. Another new warship launched in
1968 was a frigate, also based on the Soviet
“Riga” type.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 12, 1920
An Echo of Amritsar.

Mrs. Easdon of Amritsar will be remem-
bered as one of those persons who helped in
their own way to make history in the Punjab.
The search mr her by the infuriated mob

ial escape has moved so

2. Were youable to
sow on time during the
lockdown?

3. Were you able to
Sell your crop on time
during the lockdown?

Noresporse | 169 |

All respondents
interviewed were the
main earners of their

households, and were
primarily men

Govt. purchasing centre a7

Govt. market there s Sameas the government rate 58

Private trader 381 Lower than the goverment rate 316 and her
Somewhere else 31 More than the government rate 46

No response 91 Noresponse 58

HOW TO READ THE TABLES | The survey is
based on face-to-face interviews with 25,371
respondents in rural households between May
30and July 16 this year across 179 districts.
‘About 26.7% of them were farmers. Onl

the questions presented to the farmers are
compiled here (except Q7 which was posed

6. 1f you were able to sell your crop, how
‘much difficulty did you face in taking your
crop to the buyer?

307

m all). Even among them, th
sed to pertinent farmers. For instance, in
Q| 41.4% of farmers who usually harvest
were unable to o so in the period. The %
response mentioned excludes those farmers
who don't harvest their crop. Figures are in %

o 00

®

—

Extreme difficulty

Alot of difficulty 275
were

Some difficulty 239

Not much difficulty 107

No difficulty at all 46

No response 27

many to tearful indignation and opened the
purse-strings of many a Memsahib in contri-
bution towards a sword of honour for Gener-
al Dyer. It was reserved for the Commission-
er of the Bombay Corporation to show his
sympathy for that unhappy lady in the most
practical form. Amritsar being impossible,
as reminiscent of too many terrible memo-
ries, as a place of residence and evangelisa-
tion, he translated her to a Maternity Home
in Bombay founded by subscriptions from
the Moslem community. The result was a
mild breeze at a meeting of the Corporation
when vigorous protests were made against

7. Did you sell any land during the lockdown?

Yes 2

> | m»
Didn't sl but mortgaged it 27
Don't own land T
No response [ 52

additional point being lent
to them by the fact that the previous incum-
bent was calmly side-tracked into an honor-
ary and perfectly innocuous supervisorship
of the institution. In course of the discussion
references were made to Mrs. Easdon’s re-
cord and the evidence of Nelly Benjamin
was quoted. The latter, it will be remem-
bered, helped at considerable risk to save
Mrs. Easdon and she could hardly be consi-
dered prejudiced.

»

MOKOHE
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‘WoRrbpLY WISE
FOUR HOSTILE NEWSPAPERS ARE MORE TO BE FEARED
THAN A THOUSAND BAYONETS,
— NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

TheIndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

(GREEN AND RED

Environment ministry must heed criticisms of draft EIA, do
justice to process of public consultation

Clean slate politics

over again, the leader will write their destinies afresh

Notebandi to Article 370 to Mandir: People must begin all

e,
'VANDITA MISHRA

MANY STORIES WILL be told of the inaugura-
tion of the Ram temple by the Prime Minister
at Ayodhya one week ago, exactly a year after
India’s only Muslim majority state was

NMARCH, THEL Forestsand Climate Ct strippedof On
public comments on.a draf notifcaton that seeks to overhaul the country's - ofthemis th tory ofsecularisim. The ier
essment June 30 as the i
deadline for “The Delhi High Ct gust11 of temple construction on August 5 just after
in ition by envi ivists — th the'process  oomobsaured i romviw. N
isnotan obstacle... it " Inits 1 sjourn in the pub- deb"som"e&m magidamidapandemic m;

Hesphere thatended o Tuesday,the dra s atacted according o he ity Tou o

secularismasitused tobeappearstohavegone

five lakh responses”. aritici d civil so-
ciety groups, h s isnotaworkofficton. s reserblance o the
N j /0iC ‘minister not coincidental.
Inpartsof Tamil the CO againstthe R)rall the chants and invocations of a past

‘Tuesday. glory, culture and civilisation, the spectacle in

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar has termed these criticisms as “premature”. But
the public consultation process has flagged important concerns about the environmental

regulatory regime. pay

‘Ayodhyawas about the leader, here and now:
Modi,wearinglongerhairandamask framed
solo, no props or supporting cast, enacting a
by-now familiar script of Falland Rise.

Framed in 1994 ade after

tion Act, 1986. It 12006.
Activites that “access utilse and affect natural resources' fallunderits purview, The regu-
land soughtby proj-

as st

tion and creation, and chimeras of the clean
slate. Be it the sweep and suddenness of the
November 2016 demonetisation; the abroga-
tion of Article 370 by imprisoning the entire

the Opposition, opposing ideas, must be con
signed tothe nightandits shadows.

“This framing isn't new. It has marked the
Modi campaigns.

About 270 km from Ayodhya, straddling

ty theSPand
BSPfor decades.

Framed in Chitrakoot, then, was the
Saviour, Provider and Nationalist, who effort-
lessly lifted himselfaboveafray laid low by ts
dacoitsand politicians. Modis cleanslate pol-

theborde
Pradesh, is Chitrakoot — Lord Ram is said to
have spent more than 11 years of his 14-year
vanvas (exile) i its deep forests. Here, in the
last parliamentary election of 2019, lay the per-
fectly ravaged landscape that Modi's politics
both conjures and performs to. Chitrakoot
framed, in miniature, the second Modi major-
ity which was more emphatic than in 2014.

itics, that pr grand creation over com-
plete destrumon played resonantly to the
Chitrakoot gallery.

Leaders have played a spectral politics to
winbefore. InDecember 1984,attheendofan
Orwellian year — Operation Bluestar, Indira
Gandhisassassination,kilingsof ikhs, Bhopal
gasleak —Rajiv Gandhiranablisteringly neg-
ative Congress campaign that unabashedly
played with people’s insecurities and fears.

Candidatesof ll three leading formations
in Banda-Chitrakoot — BJP, d SP-

BSPMahagathbandhan — had switchedsides,
each more than once, with no pretence to a

apart
"The Congress harped on threats,foreign
and home-grown, toIndia's unity and integrity.

cause larger than themselves. Its ad campaign, llustrated by barbed wires
Nearly1 f
counterby' called “Dadua” was

vid presence, and his brother was the

Congresscandidate. Atleast fourliving dacoits,

carrying cash rewards on their heads, jostled
. The

taxidriverwho belongs toanother tate? Will
your grocery list in the future include acid
bulbs, onrods daggers?

with Dadua's legend
bandits,

ictory hadall

buq;eteuedum itafell

by taking on the oppression of the big land-
lords had, since elections i the 1980s,started

blowin 1987 Perhapsthe momentwasn'tripe,
orhewasn'tagood fitinit. Inthe caseof Modi,

toputupth
Meanwhlle bonded labour, a long-stand-

The politics of the clean slate
also shapes what the people
can aspire to. What s hope,
and how much can you
demand, after all, when
everything old must be given

ect devel Id icand cultural sig Atseveral existing politicalleadership in Kashmir 2019;
places, i 12000, thecallfor an Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
inCeneforSocl v theUrion o e Gura High Gtobserved, Offilsre (Sl et ndiaision) cvenas igans,
dversely  abandoned by ity and sate, walked thelong
anottiave e political nimbued
minutesof ‘messianicself-image.
“The Hindu vs Muslim story of Ayodhya,
verdictof 2013. seminalasitis isa play withina play — anin-
The have invited criticism for sancti dcod- setin the larger before-and-after canvas in
ifying — su The ﬁndo[n"hhr which the subjects can be, and are, as in de-
reduced fom 30daysto 20 days, The draft legiti o b both Muslim and Hindu. Even
the so-called aspirational vote for Modi,cut-
projects without obtaining due clearances, in apparent disregard of the sc tngasscasteand i
against post facto certificates — the latest aslate as Aprilthis year: projects  inthi
that parks,forexample — h
alsodrawnritiism, Crit thatsuch projectsi beliefby the peopl
i i ke intheir .and
. ! build onit. Al the people must begin al over
sure that w " ! e and s theleader who il write their
elopment wligh,  Emanditisd hov

up for crumbling or dying,
when youare called upon to

munity of Kols, had changed form — local ac-

er, his personal inte
hismoment.

By the time Modi travelled from the state
to the political centre, ovenwhelmmg fatigue

Kilnsof Meerutand Delhi, Punjaband Haryara,
e Kol

‘with the Congress, cynicism e 0ppor-
tunisms of mular"pﬁlm(sandthchija(king

inthe name offighting the dacoit.

In this denuded setting, the 2019 Modi
campaign projected National Security as the
issue, and Modi as Saviour, here it invoked
Pulwama and Balakot, and won handsomely.
Onpallevein Chiraloots GosvamiTulsids

of y-
nastyorbothin parties ke the SPand RID, had
combined with the damage done by the
Manmohan-Soniadivision of powertothe nec-
essaryfiction of democratic accountability.
The Anna Hazare phenomenon was a
portent and warning. At Ram Lila Maidan

Degree Colles

andatjantarMantar

start from the
Should you be asking rhc
mundane bijli-sadak-pani-

ALL'S NOT WELL

Notwithstanding apparent truce in Rajasthan, Congress
needs to address leadership question

HE APPARENT TRUCE between the warring Congress factions just four days

‘The politics ofthe cleanslate, then, shapes
what the people themselves can aspire to.
‘Whatis hope, and how much canyou demand,
after all, when everything old must be given
upforcrumblingordying whenyouarecalled
upontostartfromthe! begumlng7 Should: fyou

padhai-internet-schat-naukri
questions when a grand
reconstruction has begun? In
apolitics where only the
leader’s new dawn will deliver,

hai-i h:

the Opposition must be

ena
‘grand reconstruction hasbegun7 napolitics

igned to the night and its
shadows.

missingjobs,
(national security)” was above *rozgar (jobs)"
‘than vice versa.

Alongside Modi the Protector, was Modi
the Benevolent. The BJP campaign, aided by
sangathan (party organisation)andsarkar(gov-
ernment), reached out to the people of
Chitrakoot as the “labharthi", beneficiaries of
‘government schemes and of bigger things to
come,directly from Modi.

alsofoughtand won

of and for politician and
Parliament. A sense of catharsis, but even
more, of purge. It was on this dishevelled
stage that the three-time Gujarat chief min-
ister made his national debut.

Six years later, Modi's politics, our partici-
pation in i, has brought Chitrakoot, that arid
place n the no-government's land between
twostates, closer to us all. Across the country,
the people of Chitrakoo are tailoring their

Modi,
the election in Chitrakoot — the larger-than-
caste figure in a land held hostage to the

itics of the clean slate.

tin aipur
in Rajasthan, at leastfor now. However,the month-long drama that saw a
prominent leader nearly split isyet
another indication of the deep crisis within the Congress. Though the central leadership

‘the C y
tand legislators. It will be unwise for the party
to pretend that all's well, now lhal the Ashok Gehlot govcrnmenl looks safe.

‘What looks ajasthan crisis has i iith

SCIENCE, WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Homeopathic knowledge about viral diseases can be harnessed to combat COVID-19

MOHAMMAD QASIM

year as interi president. The party h that she will con-
: - = -
leader ] " hen the poli ‘THE COVID-19 pandemic has fostered con-
: ’ o versations on the efficacy of non-allopathic
ice that can p andcallitto P
; pose hard ; formsof thevirus, in-
account. theCe forth cluding The pandemic s a

acoherent vision and strategy on important national issues ranging from the removal of

hilanyas. Rahul
d, have failed

yde-

challenge tothe scientific community, which
is dealing with an unknown pathogen.
However,sc

of J&K
bates, while well-intenti

hir |mdnfolhlspalTmeelt‘mw y
national issues s a sign of ithin the party,notan indi-

tradictory views

cation of i asthe Cc want
Inlight: of Rahul Gandhi's ostensiblereluctance o returnas panycmer some Congress
leaders that the party to hold organi i delecta

he

about viruses over the years from research
literature and recurring episodes of seasonal
litera °

‘We know about the

ers too have been treating several viral dis-
eases. This knowledge can be harnessed to
combat COVID-19.

Coronavil ru5 is akin to several other

p
inno mood to let go of its dependence on the Gandhi family and risk a

Ju-Ji . But
the virus grafts |(Self0n to human cells, mak-

e yof.

question. It canll affg lence.

TEA

With the arrest of Jimmy Lai, newspaper publisher, Beijing is
telling everyone who's who, and what's what

PLE

ONG KONG MEDIA baron Jimmy Laii the most prominent ciizen to be
theislands new. law, which criminalises
actions that Beijing reads as subversive, secessionist, or smacking of col-
lusion with foreign powers.As the most visble backer of the pro-democ-
the boxes. In US Secretary of State

ipeo to lobby for support for
Lai s a study in the unexpected, He took issue with

racy

under

rtheimmunesystemmore chal-
lenging.So COVID-19is aniinfectious disorder
of greaterintensity thanseveral otherviraldis-
eases. Thatiswhy thereis noantidote toit yet.
‘The disease is closely knitted to the pa-
tient'sfibres, which nfluence thebody's inner-
dynamics. This makes it difficult to diagnose
the disease early and treat it unless the dy-
namic principle ofthe body is broughtin.
We

caused by other
S/\RS viruses. T'lns h.)\

moeopathy to choose possible similar reme-
diesfromwithinitssystem. Thisisactually the

experts along with members of the Scientific
Advisory Committee of the Central Council for

Unfortunately, there is much confusion
over homocopathy and COVID-19. Thissre-

Researchin
mously agreed that Arsenic Album could be
used asa prophylactic for COVID-19.

m(lr

remedies have usually
not had the techni rove their

‘moeopathy drug, Arsenicum Album 30, for
prophylactic use. An article in this paper, (‘A

efficacy. Remedies like Arsenic Album,
AntlmonlumTal taricum, Bryonia Alba and

ave been effectively used in

COVID!, IE, June 3,) does not
fusion by looking at arsenic from the stand-

given us consid

knowledge of coronaviruses
and their pathogenicity. The
past view of the virus is the
sole means to know the
character of the present
coronavirus. This is an
opportunity to know the
individual's suffering while
m the same time, allow

other SARS viruses. This has given us consid-
erable knowledge of coronaviruses and their
pathogenicity. The pastview of thevirusisthe
sole means to know the character of the pres-
entcoronavirus. Thisisan opportunity toknow
the individual's suffering while allowing ho-

hy to choose
possible similar remedics
from within its system. This
is actually the basis for all
research work on the virus
today.

‘The therapeutic value of arsenic in ho-

[hepas[ The novel Wi
resemble those associated with Arsenic
Albumas a homoeopathic remedy. In recent
times, it has been observed that an appro-
priate_dose of Arsenic Album and

moeopathy must be appreciated in terms of
princi i ‘medi-

ing

wothe
d T

hasthe capability to produceviolentreactions
whicharesimilar towhatitcan cure. Tojudge
know

ulate the body's defence mechanism.
Individual practitioners have used Arsenic

Album asa the past against

he rationale behind lic therapy

lated signs and symptoms.

icines work — in this case, the transformation
of crude arsenic into a dynamic energy spe-

vided sufficient evidence and knowledge to
apply them to the present situation. Arsenic

ctive in

d
that restore health. it
based on the study of s bst

«
ici Of course, noscienceis com-

causes. Arsenic Album has been used effec-
tively in treating acute respiratory infections
andseveral other conditions.

About two months ago, the Ministry of
AYUSH convened ameetingof homoeopathic

pleteand all experimentsare open for discus-
sion, provided itis without prejudice.

The writer s a Delhi-based homoeopathic
physician

the influence of Friedrich Hayek, but his weapons of choice are lively tabloids like Apple
Daily,whid pub-
lications, which Lai h id thatit
will not be intimidated. But earlier, Lai had to back off when Beijing moved against him. In
1994, he had asked former Chinese premier Li Peng to “drop dead”, and declared that the
Communist Party of China was a corrupt monopoly which short-changed the people. In
retaliation, Beijing had the fashion retailer Giordano, which Lai had
founded in 1981 ? thoughitis usually mistaken for an Italian brand. Tosave it from ruin, Lai
had to quit his own company.

Lai'sarrestis
coon and an influential backer of the pro-democracy forces with wide access overseas,
todemonstrate that resistance is useless. The new national security law will be applied
wherever the mainland sees signs of resistance. The arrest signals that Hong Kong has
,and where

its writ was somewhat tempered by historical immunity.

AucusTt 12,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

UNFRUITFUL TALKS

‘THEMUCH-AWAITED ASSAM talks inImphal
ended with the agitationists’ spokesman de-
scribing them as “not ruitful” and a Manipur
official press note expressing the hope that
bothsideswould makeeffortsto “bring about
acongenial atmosphere” for the Shillong con-
ference. Lalit Chandra Rajkhawa, adviser to
AASU and a member of the six-man delega-
tion of the Assam agitators said that the talks
were not fruitful. He said that the delegation

toattend the August 18 talksat Shillong.

NO-SHOW STUDENTS
LEADERS OF THE All Manipur Students Union
(AMSU) and the All Manipur Students
Coordinating Committee (AMSCOC) did not
‘turn up at the chief minister’s house for talks
‘with Dorendra Singh. The student leaders had
comeaday earlier for talks with the CM, butas
Singh was taken ill, the meeting could not be
held. The DeputyCM requested the AMSU and
AMSC(

the

anddetection of foreignersinManipurshould
starton August 10.

RAJYA SABHA UPROAR

THERAJYASABHA wasin the throes of an un-
precedented crisis over a question on a
Supreme Court judgment. Chairman M
Hidaytullah, who is a former Chief Justice of
India, argued with members at length on his.
repeated direction that the conduct of any
judge shall not be discussed in the House as
laid down in the Constitution. It looked as if

Chlemelslel h

leader

release of all 27 d befc t

15. Else, AASU and AAGSP might not be able

S5that
ralks on starting the process of identification

New Delhi

the
rightof Parliament should not be infringed.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Both Nepal and India should stop
individual [the Buddha] who was

squabbling over the citizenship of an
born and died before the concept of
efi

citi istence, and wl

ions and boundari

experience.” — THEKA

of physical comfort for a transcende

Mending fences with neighbours

Delhi doesn't just have a China problem. In six years, relationships with other
South Asian countries have frayed, providing Beijing with an opening

it on record with specific dates and details,

thenpullstheinformation down fromits web-
site the next day. Either the MoD got the facts
wrong or was told to pull it down, especially
after the prime minister told an all-party
meeting that no one had either come in oris
onindianteritory. Aswe waitforan explana-
tion that may never come, one thingis clear:
There s confusion in our diplomacy with
China, which remains determined topushits
boundaries.

We are caught in what strategic experts
call the “Thucydides Trap” — the condition
that waris likely ifa new power feels threat-
ened by the rise of another. That term, from
ancient Greece for the tension between
Athens and Sparta, as enunciated by
Thucydides, is commonly used for US-China

‘was behind former Prime Minister 1K Gujral’s
doctrine, too, in which India made unilateral

versus China.
For, there s a disconnect between what
Beiing says and what it does. I kept calling
" as 20 of

regard to trade and travel without expecting
reciprocal treatment. Over decades, even by
cleaving through the wall of our adversities,

our soldiers were martyred. Our PM and de-
inistervi dakhand addr

ccumulating trust and good-
will among our neighbours. That is now be-

the nation from there but we haven't heard
one word from Chinese President XiJinping.
He has left it to his Foreign office spokesper-
sonstorespond.

Diplomacy with Beijing, as many coun-
tries have realised, is as credible as dry water
orwoodeniron.Soitwon'tbeasurpriseifthe
Chinese withdrawal from Galwan and other
points of friction is accompanied by perma-

ioni Tso.

ng

Almost all our neighbours now nurse
grudges.

Never in our contemporary history has
Nepal gone down suchan acrimonious path.
With our only neighbouring Hindu country,
the spiritual linkis frayed over a dispute re-
lated t0400 sq km of Indian territory at Kala
Pani.Somuchsothat Nepal iseven asking for
areview of the 1947 agreement on Gurkhas.

, the day the

‘Therein lies the crux of th bl

it
is about much more than China. Chlna |sn 't

80-km the defence
mlmster Bul the New Delhi-Kathmandu chill

interested in nibbling
the Line of Actual Control, it wants its fom—
prints in the entire region.

It's more than an accident of geography
that India shares her borders with all other
South Asian nations. No other South Asian
countries, except Afghanistan and Pakistan,
share a border with any other South Asian
nation.

‘Thisis our asset and the value of this asset
is determined by our neighbours and our in-
vestmentinthe relationshipwith them. InMay
2014, amid pomp and grandeur, hype and
hoopla, newly-elected Prime Minister
Narendra Modi invited the heads of all the
'SAARCcountries for his swearing-in ceremony.

Kadeof2015, whenChina
sawanopportunityand rushed in. Since May
8,we have seena sudden upsurge of hostility
with Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli openly
adversarial; Nepal border guards firing upon
Indian residents; Kathmandu staying away
from the multilateral BIMSTEC counterter-
rorism exercise; refusing to accept the US-
sponsored Millenium Challenge Cooperation
Grant which was supposed to upgrade
Nepal's electricity transmission system and
connect it to the Indian power grid. We all
know that the Chinese envoy in Kathmandu
is proactive, intervening to resolve the inter-
nal bickering of the ruling Communist party
tobringstability.

the road. That

called the

orated. What was presented as astrong signal
of regional solidarity is faintand flickering.
Chinais an overwhelming presence in
eachofourneighbouring countries. When the
prime minister warned against expansion-
ism, the irony wasn'tlost on many — China’s
expansionismin the regionis directly propor-

bluffof Jinnah' y,its war of
liberation fought by both Hindus and
Muslims for a distinct cultural and linguistic
identity. That revolution, led by Bangabandhu

The foreign minister of
Bangladesh cancelled his
visit. PM Modi was invited

Mujibur Rahman, ofthe
Indian people. I know what that history
means, | am an MP from Murshidabad. My
district has 71 lakh people, 66 per cent of

tional our
‘withour neighbours. Our neighbours, includ-
ing Nepal, are all young emerging democra-
ciesdeveloping new institutions but they find
agrowing appeal in the authoritarian para-
digm of Beijing than India’s democratic one.
It was the late Indira Gandhi who said:
“The nations of our region can prosper only
by treating one another as sovereign equals.”
Shesaid that friendship does not meaniden-
tical views but a basic framework of respect
based on equality and trust in which there is
sympathy for each other's difficulties. This

‘whom are Muslims and 33 per cent Hindus.
In absolute terms, it has the largest Muslim
concentration in the country. I insisted and
was successful in persuading my colleague
Pranab Mukherjee to contest the Lok Sabha
election from my district. Pranab da was
dithering but the people overwhelmingly
voted for him in the 2004 general election
and he won. Itis a fact that despite fervent
calls by M A Jinnah, the Muslim population
of the district never desired to move to
Pakistan and no communal riots occurred
here during Partition.

to thei I ceremony of
"Mujib Borso' (Mujibur
Rahman's ¢ ial birth

CR Sasikumar

‘This same Muslim populationis now fear-
fulof the new citizenshiplaw, the NRCand the
NPR— thistrinity puts their existence at stake,
that is the refrain. Where do they go if they

Bollyw
punch

00d, the
ing bag

Nepotismis a symptom of the inequality and
entrenched privilege in our society.
It permeates all sectors

debate around nepotism and the pressures
on*outsiders”inthe Hindi filmindustry. The
conversation is an important one but has
unfortunately been painfully myopic. What
hasn't hclpcd is that it has been led by

“industry” status for a little over two
decades, resultingin the entry of foreign stu-
dios and corporates, Yet, a range of finance
and distribution challenges hinder the in-
dustry’s ability to tell more diverse stories.
Corporates tend to tie up most of their funds
in multiple film slates with the bigger pro-
duction houses and seldom bankroll inde-
pendent producers. Smaller producers are
also unable to access bank loans, forcing
them to rely on private financiers, builders
and high-net-worthindividuals. Fromadis-
tribution perspective, the industry is se-
verely constrained — India has only 9,600
cinema screens compared to more than
60,000in China. This results inindependent
films and those without established stars
gettingsmallerreleases vis avis more main-
stream films, They are not really givena fair
chanceatthe box officeand most get pulled

prime-ti f in the garb of

off ‘they don'tgetofftoaflying

aboutethics and morality. This conversation
requiresa profound reckoning of the differ-
entwaysinwhich privilege manifestsitself
in society. Much has been said about insid-
ersand outsidersin Bollywood, but the real-
ity is that our society is full of deep insider
Vs outsider challenges.

ccording to a 2019 Oxfam report,
India'srichest 10 per centown 774 per cent

start. Th b hese
films get branded as non-profitable by the
trade and face difficulties in raising funds.
‘There is high pressure to demonstrate
success in this constrained environment
Inevitably, formulaic films with known
namesare both easier tofinance and distrib-
ute. Producersstart viewing“star kids” as -
nancially more viable compared to rank
newcomers. Even before they are launched

can't of alth, in their first films, they have millions of fol-

Union  percent 5 percent. Cronyism  lowers on their social media handles and
Home Miister said thatllegal migrantswill - isa defiing principle o economicactvity, - photographersare ippingoverthemselves
be picked up like t and totake their pictures. The audience ~whose
Where? trol ntrepre- oflit-

NRCisaninternal issue but the tone ufdomes-

neurs face significant barries to enty.
Acc

tic polum

India—have

set oﬁ'deep disquietin Dhaka.

We should not forget that since 2009,
when Sheikh Hasina assumed power in
Bangladesh, she has waged a zero-tolerance
campaign against terrorist outfits inimical to
India

D lndmank 1290utof

tleTaimur Ali Khan's pictures - laps these up.
Despite these challenges, the indus-
try has witnessed some positive changes.

19 busi-
ness” parameter. High-profile cases of sui-
cides among Indian entrepreneurs such as
Sajan Parayil, Vineet Whig and Lucky Gupta,
haveallpointed tothe bureaucratic, regula-

tory,and fi

10lakhRohingya refugees and yet thereissim-
mering discontent abom its relations with

tend with.
Thistrend s more obious i polics.

India. The foreignr an-

celledhisvisit PMModiwasinvited o thein-

augural eremony of "M Borso” (Mujibur
h

Even before a .

in public pohq/ can tticulate an nterestin

politics,a new generation of Thackerays,
Scindia

Rahman birth ry) but
that was cancelled in the wake of the corona
pandemic. The purported visit was vehe-
mently opposed by various organisations in
Bangladesh, muchto the discomfiture of Indiia.
Certainly, these aren't good signs and there s
afear that China is waiting to rushin.

WIngs.
Notonly du each of these individuals come
withaname recognition, butalsoanetwork
that allows them to grow faster than any
outsider can hope to, The Indian civil services
and judicial system have similarly been

The past dec: asharpincrease
in female-driven films, spearheaded by
actors such as Vidya Balan, Kangana
Ranaut, Taapsee Pannu, and with those
like Anushka Sharma and Deepika
Padukone (none of whom belong to film
families) turning producers. There is also
apalpable increase in demand within the
industry for the hitherto under-repre-
sented stories and storytellers from the
interiors of India. Nearly all of the current
crop of directors — Anurag Kashyap,
Anurag Basu, Rajkumar Hirani, Anubhav
Sinha, Imtiaz Ali, Neeraj Pandey — are
outsiders. Stars like Shah Rukh Khan and
Akshay Kumar, and, more recently,
Ayushmann Khurrana and Ranveer Singh

ith d sul

how “outsiders”

We nee term
efficacious and durable mmanves to mend

jective,and conversations in courtroomsin-

have risen to
“The media tends to talk about the film

fences in the provide
them with the comfort to look beyond the
sphere of Chinese influence.

Some of the low-hanging fruit that can be
plucked: BBIN (Bangla, Bhutan, India, Nepal)
signed a motor vehicles agreement which

olvinginside
Noconversanonon privilegeiscomplete
the

monolith. This only reinforces
the myll\ of Bollywood as somedite lub

without

basis chzsle, perhaps the most perverse
‘manifestation of nepotism and privilege. A
recent article in The Economist reports that

getlostin this abysmal reporting that has
failed to consider the multitudes - writers,
directors, producers, actors, technicians -

should be speediyimplemented; e ndia-  such remains y.

Myanmar-Thailanc “.in th asinthe privatesec-  Itis critical to both understand the in-
education, dustry’s specfc challenges and recognise

s and lure — the entire thustofsoff  nopolyfor amasofthe  that

power —canbe used togenerateand renew  broader caste pyramid.” Thereisnodoubs hatthe i incstry must

connections between the aspirational youth
of althe countries.
and

anniversary) but that was
cancelled in the wake of the
corona pandemic. The

vehemently opposed by
various organisations in
Bangladesh, much to the
discomfiture of India.
Certainly, these aren't good
signs and there is a fear that
China is waiting to rush in.

We are a feudal society and unfortu-
nately

collectively introspect and institute mech-
Ithe playing field, remaining

IBihari Vajpayee echelons. day-to-day
to Manmohan Smgh all prime: m|m>len have all of the flaws and c f the soci- i Butwhat
il etyitinhabits. Butitis h-  apityitwouldbeif weasasocietydidn'talso

relationship with our neighbours, hemore

ingbg even mougn the aforementioned

progress. At

more pertinent, and

has forced us to retreat behind
‘walls, we need to look back and take lessons
from history so that we can forge a more
peaceful future for the young generation in

Jective charisma or *star-power” the film
business operates with.
‘The film industry also contends with a

notonly our country but

Chowdhury i leader ofthe Congress n Lok
Sabha and chairperson,
PublicAccounts Committee

A symbol of friendship

Ebrahim Alkazi’s legacy bears testimony to cultural links between Saudi Arabia, India

use this moment to reckon with and dis-
‘mantle the entrenched social, economic,
and cultural factors that perpetuate privi-
lege and entitlement.

Khanis afilmmaker and screenwriter.
Sandhuis a public policy analyst

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TAX DIRECTLY

THISREFERSTO the article, Taxand the
crises, (IE, August 11). Indirect taxes un-
fairly burden the working clas. A signif-
icant share of the Indian economy isin-
formal that, by and large, escapes the tax
net. Direct taxes are progressive and
hence should ideally be the principal tax

SAUD BIN M()IIAMMED AL-SATI

LAST WEEK, WE lost Ebrahim Alkazi, a leg-
end of Indian theatre with Saudi Arabian

‘Theatre Institute in 1962. He will always be
remembered for his contributions in the field

ofarts that cultural bonds.

of meeting him in the spring of 2014 at his
house in New Delhi I was touched by his

The trings that bind Saudi Arabia and ndia
are many and have become sronger and

unique character and hi: thearts,
He greeted me with a few words spoken in
the distinct Qassimi dialect. Alkazi was also
anoted art connoisseur and collector, cred-
ited for ing Indian

time. However, the cul-
tural ties that the two countries share are
perhaps the deepest. Pre-Islamic Arab po-
etry has many references to Indian swords

Hitopadesha and Chanakya’s Arthashastra.
India’s famous medical treatises such as
Charaka and Susruta were translated into
Arabicas well

The Arab travellers were also prolific
writers and wrote extensively on India, its
peopleand diverse cultures. Writers suchas
Sulaiman, Ibn-ul-Faquih, Al-Masudi and Al-
Idrisi documented in great detail their im-

theatre and having etched a name for Indian

theatreworldwide. His legacy will forever re-

main atestament to the rich intellectual and
i i Arabiaand|

‘The two countries have a fascinating his-
tory of intellectual exchanges. Science, arts,
literature, and languages - the mutual influ-
orinstance,

Alkazi'sfather, Hamad, was a trader from
Unaizain Saudi Arabia’s Qassim region, who
subsequently settled in Pune where Ebrahim
was born in 1925. Despite his early immer-
sionintheatre, he gradually pursued islove

many Indian texts in the field of medicine,
mathematics and astronomy were translated
over the centuries into Arabic. The father of
Indology is none other than the Arab scholar
Al-Biruni. His monumental work Ta'iki al-

forvisualarts
artistin him throughout India, the US and
Europe through his path-breaking work be-
fore becoming the director of the National
School of Drama in Delhi and the Asian

pre-modern encyclopaedic work on India.

Another notable text, the Panchatantra,
was translated by the Arabs who took it to
Europe and the rest of the world, as were

south India, its people, customs
and traditions. The world-famous Arabian
Nights also called Alf Laila in Arabic and
Adventures of indbad the Sailor too describe
southern India. According to Ibn Nadeem, a
16th-century Arab writer, Sindbad was writ-
teninindia.

These deeply-rooted cultural ties have
continued togrow. Forinstance, Yogahasbe-
comeanincreasingly popular sportin Saudi
Arabia. Since November 2017, the
International Yoga Day is celebrated in an
open area in the centre of Riyadh. In 2018,
India was a guest of honour at our annual
cultural festival of Al Janadriyah. The theme:

of the Indian pavilion at the festival was
“Saudi ka Dost Bharat” (India is a friend of
Saudi Arabia). This last decade has been sem-
inal inexpanding our friendship into a strate-
gic partnership.

Amost significant milestone in our ties
with India was the visit of His Royal Highness
Crown Prince to India in February 2019,
which re-affirmed the deep commitment of
the two nations tostrengthen their strategic
engagement.

Ourshared cultural bonds are also deep-
ened by the religious ties between our peo-
ples. The annual pilgrimage to Makkah has
facilitated the exchange of cultures and tra-
ditions as well. But above all, our ties have
been strengthened by pioneerslike Ebrahim
Alkazi. He will continue to live in the hearts
of Saudis and Indianswhoare on the quest to
deepen the friendship and cultural heritage
they share.

Thewrieristheambassadorofhe
Kingdom of ¢

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

FOR A SAFE VALLEY

Thisrefers tothearticle, 370 myth gone,
now reality’ (IE, August 11). Three BJP
workers were killed last week, a
sarpanch from the Congress asolost his
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lifeand litical
ing their lives in Kashmi. The govern-
ment must safeguard pro-democracy
voices in the Valley. The people of the
region will stand with India if they feel
secure and enjoy better opportunities.

Harshil Mehta, Amedabad

NOT FOR NATURE

THIS REFERS TO the article,'Mandate
betrayed (IE, August 11). The new EIA
draft has raised many questions over
clauses which exempt public hearing
before sanctioning activities, including.
coal. The recent landslides in Kerala are
testimony to the fact that destruction

of nature can lead to unforeseen
calamities.
Chandravir Singh, Agra

NAB THE DEFAULTERS

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Fire and
the pandemic’(IE, August 11), Fire safety
inspections are infrequent and the de-
faulter rarely attracts a penalty. Anum-
ber of cases in recent years have high-
lighted the inadequacies of the
country’s fire safety system, including
the deficits in fire safety personnel.
PriyaSen, Lucknow
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