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‘WORDLY WISE
IN DIGITAL ERA, PRIVACY MUST BE A PRIORITY. Is ITJUSsT
ME, OR IS SECRET BLANKET SURVEILLANCE OBSCENELY
OUTRAGEOUS? — AL GORE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CHINA WATCHING

Strategic targeting of Indian citizens by Chinese firm raises
questions that need to be understood — before being addressed

N ONGOING INVESTIGATION by The Indian Express has lifted the veil over a
« rted attempt to track Indian citi hinese

firm with ues m [heChmese gtwemmenLAcmrdmg (] the Cross- country in-

eralce in the fields of politic business, technol-
ogy,mediaand civil societ hnoloy
firm, Zhenhua Data Technology Co. While the scale of th being un-

A maritime awakenin

For China, it came in the last century.
InIndia, itis long overdue

ARUN PRAKASH

IN THE SEPTEMBER 2020 edition of its an-
nual report on China, the US Department of
Defence (DoD) makes the stunning an-
nouncement that the PLA Navy (PLAN) is
thelargest in the world. With an overall bat-
tle-force of 350 ships and submarines, in-
cluding 130 major surface combatants,

PLAN has overtaken the US Navy, with its
strength of 293 ships. China has never both-
ered to provide a rationale for its ever-in-
creasing military muscle, and a bewildered

y per
nelis equally worrying, This level of strategic targeting raises vital questions: Is the Indian
‘government vigilant about a monitoring ofis citizens that goes far beyond the traditional

hatit portends,
especially in the light of its recent adven-.
turism in the Himalayas.

The PLA Navy has not grown overmght,

‘methods? What ber hygiene forits staff? What

putto? Does this presenta security risk? What should the Indian

The investigation has revealed that the Chinese firm monitors the digital footprint of
its targets across social media platforms, including keeping a tab on content from news
sources, papers, and forums, tobuild a* fationsbe-
tween individual and What would othervise have been con-
sidered innoctousinformation s being pieced together na broader ramevork Such

gicvisionof China's polit
ershlp Factors that bear on its growing
strength may include China’s 14,500 km lit-
toral, which is more than double India's,its
objective of “reunifying” Taiwan and its irre-
dentist maritime claims,inthe South and East
ChinaSeas Anexparsionisttatewhichseels

confused including

eco-
‘nomic asymmetry, India does have the mil-
itary capability to inflict unacceptable pain
iin retaliation for any Chinese adventurism;
certainly in the mountains, butalso at sea.
However,as the nation cheers thearmy’s
tactical moves in Ladakh, there are misgiv-
ings about a strategic void in New Delh. In
this context, the above US DoD report de-
serves close examination by our “decision-

panic arms purchases.

Another important lesson that emerges
from the US DoD document relates to
China's “maritime awakening” in the latter
part of the last century. While the PLAN
owes much to visionary Admiral Liu
Huaqing, its commander during the 1980s,
it.could not have achieved its present status
without the Communist Party providing

makingelite” aswell

teadfast t. Every Chairman

because it shows that politicians —as much
inademocracy like the US, as in a totalitar-
ian state like China —accord the highestim-

of the Central Military Commission (CMC)
from Deng Xiaoping onwards, has backed
the phased growth of China’s navy, froman

oastal-force, toa substan-

portanc
tion as to why India has remained an
exception to this rule.

‘The US Congress believes that effective
strategy-making defines national interests,
objectives, and policies, along with the de-
fence capabilities (and budgetary support)
necessary to deter threats. The process pro-
vides a shared vision for all agencies and a

T

lar profiling and targeting of individuals potential of be

ploited —data, afterall,can be used for for serving particular
interests at both the national and international level. Ths also les at the heartof whatis

anealsopmvldetheperfe(tcamuuﬂagefor

intargeted

called “hybrid warfare”, y iscord,di
tivities, i i
cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns.

and discredit

India, on the other hand, remains a quin-
tessential “status quo” power and has sought
military force-levels adequate only to safe-

With a series of recent reports exposing China's attempts to obtain sensitive informa-

guar territorial integrity.

As we watch the situation in
Ladakh unfold, it becomes
increasingly obvious that not
onlyis amilitary resolution
improbable, but a ‘hot-war’

toreactintimes of crisis.
Staring with the US National Securiy
ZY

tive blue-water navy.

The CMC leadership having astutely
grasped the reality that “maritime power”
is much more than just a “fighting-navy”,
China is, today, the world leader in ship-
building and its merchant marine ranks No
1in the world. It also fields the largest coast-
‘guard that protects the world's biggest fish-
ing fleet. Chinese ports rank amongst the
best world-wide.

e watch inladakhun—

s ial reviews —
matching the presidential tenure — by the
Departments of Defence, State, Homeland
Security and the Intelligence Community.

Where China is concerned. s politcal

fold, it

onlyisamilitary resolutionimprobable, but
a“hot-war” may be unaffordable for both nu-
clear-armed countries. The answer lies in ex-
tended negotiations at the highest political

tion,

The urgency of putting inplce a obust ersonal dataproecton framework i ndiacan-
not! i ing privac ignjurisdictions may well
beimpossible, at the very least, provisions for asking for explicit consent,and for

the flow of to third parties, will have to be provided.

Indeed, firms like Zhenhua, working in opaque authoritarian systems, will use big-data to

priority
accorded toit, the Indian Navy (IN), has built
itself into a modern and capable three-di-
mensional force, rated by other navies as pro-
fessionally “up to NATO standards” and ea-
gerly sought as a partner, both for exercises,
and for maintaining “good order at sea.”

mine in more open democratic ind remain off th Although technology and professional
radar for are the yardsticks for combat-
ficultUnlike apps thatcan be banned, whathenhua has —orcan collect —cannot. These ~~ffectiveness, numbers do matter, and with
" . the INatsixth or seventhin the international

scraps of i becom and they A ¢ mal
it.Thi bekeyin framin espo disparity between the PLAN and IN. Given
nment the growing gap between the two
fore deciding oni. economies, it would be foolhardy for India

SPEAK TO THE FARMER

In face of protests, government must clarify that ordinances, to
be debated in Parliament, will not affect MSP procurement

WO THINGS ARE striking about the ongoing farmer protests against the

three iseagricultural tradenthe cou

try. The firstis the reason. Farmer the ordi-

nances — particularly the one that allows sale and purchase of crops outside

the premises of APMC (agricultural produce market committee) mandis — will sound

the death knell of mini tprice (MSP nment procurement This

fearhas no basis. The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)

Ordinance, whichis o be approved in the current Pafiament session, merely provides

hannel. Farmers, if they n directly to proces-

sors, retailers or exporters. They can, of course, still lake their produce to mandis.

Government agencies, too, can continue to procure grain from these state-regulated
market yards. The ordinance only dismantles the monopoly of the APMCs.

The current profestsare happenu\g largelyin Punjaband Haryana, states that have well-

mandisand M urement, valuedatRs

80,000-90,000 crore annually. The benefits of it are obvious not only to their farmers, but

toattempt an arms-race with China, but in-
vesting in maritime power would pay divi-
dendsin the long-run.

Faced withadifficult situation today, itis
incumbent upon India, as a significant re-
gional power and ademocracy, tostand up to

may be ur dable for both
nuclear-armed countries. The
answer lies in extended
negotiations at the highest
political and diplomatic levels.
As the weaker power, India
also needs to resort to ‘power-
balancing and seckinglike-
minded friends and partners
to send out a message of
deterrence. India’s attraction
asa partner for the US, Japan
or Australia, lies, not in |t5

ince 1995, been:
fence white paper (DWP) every two years.
‘The 11 DWPsissued so far —all public docu-

levels. power,
India also needs to resort to “power-balanc-
ing” and seeking like-minded friends and

ments—clearly articulate China’
ests as well as national security aims, objec-
tives and challenges. Topics of discussion
include force-levels and dereme expendi-

e,
India’s attraction as a partner for the US,
Japan or Australia, les, not i its powerful
armyor professionalair orce, butinits navy s

ture, the PLA’s
and re-organisttion as wel 2 5 BEWHY -
ducted equipment and platforms.

While the US template may be an

reachand ability to

‘ntheapproachingeraof iscalstrngency,
asharperfocusonits neglected maritime do-
main would garner immense benefits for

“overkill”,India h
isegard for national security. No govern-
ment has formulated a strategy or doctrine
Sofar; nor has Parliament ever demanded a
defence review or soughtawhite paper. Asa
direct “surprise” and “intelli-

powerful army or
air force, but iniits mvy’s reach
and ability to project
maritime power.

gence failure” have become a leitmotif in

India, and notjust
itime-security. Givinga boost toshipbuilding,
expanding the merchant fleet, modernising
portsandmechanising fisheries would havea
long-term impact on the economy, through
‘growthofancillary industries,skillingof youth
andmassive generation ofemployment —all

mostofIndia’ e conflicts.
Ourdefence-planning has remained ad-hoc
and under-funded and every crisis evokes

to“Atma Nirbharta”,

Thewriteris aretired chiefof naval staff

a |
=

ESTABLISHMENT’S WARRIOR

Kangana Ranaut, who cast herself as Bollywood’s disruptor, takes on anew role

DEVYANI ONIAL

‘THREE YEARS ago, sitting on Indian televi-
sion’s most famous couch, between one of
the film industry's top producers and an ac-
tor with a clipped accent and a genteel line-
age, whenayoung actor from asmall hill dis-
trictinHimachal challenged the established

lobbyof. “facil- order, the audience cheered her on. When
itate” the APMCs. Any threat KanganaRanaut. Ali
o y 5 5 Khani Karan, crowded
ne shouldn't| tates that . .
strone bublic atain brocurement svstem with insider jokes and catty one-liners, and
Public grai . called its host Karan Johar the flag-bearer of
lyclarify that i i

hile the

nepotism, v

‘That, in any case, is not the intent behind the present legislation. These only seek to remove

hohad
to big cites, who had hesitated to join gl>
with their awkward accents

intre dinte apart
i-busi-
messes think cooperative dairies or sugar mill that don't procure milk and cane through

fror into i ised

andwhohad pushed at the gates of privilege
and gotin only to find they were still out.
Shewasn'tthe first outsider to breakinto

mandis). The Punj
But ‘theat
id i jant i i ‘the APMCs.

farmer pp) agencie:

SECULAR SOCIALIST

Raghuvansh Prasad Singh may be remembered most for
MGNREGA, which he piloted as minister in UPA 1 government

anindustr ful families.
Dilip Kumar, Amitabh Bachchan, Shah Rukh
Khan — some of Bollywood's biggest stars —
‘had beenoutsiders, but while they recounted
their struggle almost fondly, Ranaut showed
herbattle scars and resentment instead. She
‘may have gained entry into the charmed cir-
cle but she seemed to be telling its gatekeep-
ersthatthe privilege was entirely theirs. Her
brashness mirrored the rise of a new India,
unafraid to speak its mind and ready to dis-
card all gestures of political correctness as it
ca]led outits elites.

unday ofa

AGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH,:

generation of Lohia socialists, who witnessed the rise and fall of social jus-

tice politicsin north India. He was aloyal flag-bearer of Lohia-te ideology

that: 5aw iti
ute of socialist

ontext. Borninan upper
ingh backed Lalu Prasad ick and thin.
after he wrote terse letter tothe RID chief, announcing his esignation from the party.
The i abha, he
will be mostasth for Rural D wh the
MGNREGA during UPAL Notonly did Singh pilot the Act amidst opposmon from heavy-

withadoctorate

formany Lok

weights in Cabinet wastef
heal it A grass oots politcan, though less of a
the MGNREGAinac
lions live in di Today,theMGNKEf' asthe most

effec

After a sterling performance as the rural affairs minister (2004-09), Singh could
have shifted sides, and found a place in the UPA2 Cabinet if he had wished. But Singh
stayed with Lalu even though the RID had become a family fief and its social justice
agenda reduced to caste management and patronage. He spoke his mind to Lalu and
the party, and in public,in the hope, perhaps, that he could influence a course correc-
tion, He was critical of the corruption and nepotism under Lalu, but the pole position
the latter assumed as the bulwark of secular politics in Bihar may have compelled him
to stay with the RJD, almost till the last.

l

Ranauti

rise ofanothel India— a nation in perpetual
outrage, a hard boorish India that has little
empathy for those at the margins, shouts

In this new brittle role, one
in which you could accuse
her of over acting, it’s easy to
forget the young girl who,
with a mop of wayward curls
in a uniform world of
straight hair, had made such
asplash. We rooted for her
when she took on the role of
a troubled alcoholic in her
first film Gangster (2006)
and followed herona
whirlwind solo honeymoon
in Queen (2013). In her, we
found a woman who spoke
up about her vulnerabilities
and her exploitation.

down all dissenting voices and which has

ulary of majoritarianism, calling the BMC

thestreet tosocial me-
dia. In her toxic campaign against Rhea

Babur for her
comparing Mumbai with PoK. The outsider

Chakrabort hasnow truly oth-
actor SushantSi Ranauthaspart- ~ ering,adogwhi for
nered with the patriarchy she once chal-  political role.

lenged. As the soap opera playing on televi-

In this new brittle role, one in which you

sion casts Cl
practised black magic, Ranaut has volumar—
ily taken on the role o

ofoveracting, its easy tofor-
get the young girl who, with a mop of way-

Ironically, there should have been no one

traight hair,
had made such a splash. We rooted for her

betterthan her vilification
of Chakraborty. In the very public unravel-
ling of her relationship with Hrithik Roshan,
an ex had accused her of black magic, too.
But instead of recognising the strands that
connect the web of misogyny, she has spun
yetanother. Just last week, labelling actress
Sonam Kapoor as “mafia bimbo" on Twitter,
she admonished Kapoor for comparing her
struggle "o small-time druggie who was

the role of atroubled alco-
holicin herfirst film Gangster (2006)and fol-
lowed heronawhiriwind solohoneymoonin
Queen(2013).In her, we foundawomanwho
spoke up about her vulnerabilities and her
exploitation. As in lfe, 5o in films, she made
unconventional choices, notching up many
firsts and three national awards along the
way. Inanindustry where the top billing still
goestomen, she wasoneofthe few actresses

livingoffa
superstar”. We shouldn't have been sur-
prised, though — she has,in the recent past,
dismissed fellow actresses as B-Grade and
needy outsiders.

In politics, she has often shown her ad-
miration for PM Narendra Modi, the man

‘who: ‘own. Her suc-
cess gave her a voice but she has used it in-
creasingly only tobullyand berate othersand
toamplify her real and perceived hurts.

As she bats for the Modi government in
Maharashtra, the transformation of
Bollywood's most powerful isruptor o the

journey the
country’s top job and whose takedown of
Lutyens Delhi has often been ikened o hers

most ferocious warrior is

complete. Ranaut could have become the

flag-bearer of a revolution in Bollywood. Its
i th

against
whatshe calls the “drug mafia o Bollywood”
and throws her weight behind the BJP, she
‘has taken on the worst instincts and vocab-

p instea
symbol of a million meaningless mutinies.

devyanionial@expressindia.com

SEPTEMBER 15,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

'V P SINGH'S OFFER

THE CHIEF MINISTER of Uttar Pradesh,

Vishwanath Pratap Singh, has sought the per-

‘mission of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to re-
sign from office, having owned full moral re-

sponsibility for the violence in Moradabad,

notbeenattending officeortoofficeworkbe-
causeofbeing * indisposed”.

KAUNDA'S STATEMENT

Union to find a political solution to the crisis.

INDIRA ON CHINA
PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has stressed

‘THEPRESIDENT OF Zambia,
hoped that a political solution to the Afghan
pec : :

Aligarhand other UP

early this week. The chief minister, who has
only recently completed two months inoffice,
hasrequested the prime minister to accede to
bis request torresign which “arises out of both

rsonal conviction and political propriety”.
Political circles in Lucknow have been agog
‘with rumours about the imminent resigna-
tion of the chief minister, more so as he has

the intensification of efforts by non-aligned
countries. Speaking to journalists after two
daysof intensive talks onwide-rangingissues
with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in New
Delhi, Kaunda said that “behind the door” ef-
forts were being made to resolve the
Afghanistanissue. Likeother countries, Zambia
‘had been holding discussions with the Soviet

the need for further inbilateral
relations between India and China. In a mes-
sage of greetings to Chinese Prime Minister
Zhao Ziyang on his assumption of office Mrs
Gandhisaid: “Both our governments are com-
‘mitted to improving bilateral relations...This
is in the interest of our two peoples. It is im-
portant for peace and stability in Asiaand the
world.1am confident that even greater efforts
will be made by our two governments to fur-
ther this objective.”
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mr Modis short-sightedness will cost

‘wave may strike harder than the first.”

t India dear. The country’s second Covid
—THE GUARDIAN

Two theatres of peacemaking

India’s framework of non-involvement is unlikely to survive the present wave of structural change in
Afghanistan and Arabia. Current peace efforts demand a significant rethink of positions

BY C RAJA MOHAN

AS THE THREAT of conflict on India’s China
frontier looms large and tensions with
Pakistan simmer on our western borders,
hopes for peace and reconciliation have risen
in Afghanistan and the Middle East. The first
direct talks between Kabul and the Taliban
insurgents began last week at Doha, in Qatar.
Today, the leaders of UAE will sign a formal
peace agreement with Israel at the White
House. Bahrain, the second Gulf country to
announce the establishment of diplomatic
relations with Israel in the last few weeks,
‘will join the ceremony.

Sceptics caution against raising hopes too
high. The chances of failure in Afghanistan are
real. And the momentum behind the normal-
isation of ties between Israel and the Gulf
kingdoms, may not necessarily lead to
broader peace in the Middle East. Cynics say
the US initiatives in Afghanistan and Arabia
aredriven by President Donald Trump's quest
for diplomatic victories weeks before the
election. To be fair though, President Trump
has been eager, through the last four years, to
redeem his pledge in the 2016 presidential
elections toputanend to America’s “endless
‘wars” i the greater Middle East.

‘Talks between Kabul and the Taliban to
generate an early ceasefire andanew rramc—

Second is Arabia’s enduring importance
for the Subcontinent's geopolitics. India’s
strategic communuy tends to take too nar-

jork for
Zgreementbetween the US and the Talban
signed earlier this year, under which the US
has pledged to withdraw all its troops from

the focu
ismostly on ensuring ol supplies, promoting
manpowerexports, and limiting the region’s
impacton India's Pakistan problem. But there

toattack the USand its allies.

is ulf.
Consider, for example, the fact that the
inQat:

more
intimately tied to US domestic politics.
Supporters hail Trump as the first US presi-
dent in decades not to drag America into a
new war in the Middle East. Joe Biden, his
Democratic rival, is unlikely to oppose
Trump's deal-makingin Afghanistan and the
Middle East. But he will certainly find ways
to diminish the president's success.

It does not really matter if the motiva-
tions of Trump’s policy are wise or not. His
actions create new facts on the ground and

fghan peac
tiny GulfKingdom. Itmightbe worth recalling
that the Gulf Arabs played a key role in the
19805 defeating the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan. The UAE and Saudi Arabia were
theonly countries torecognise the Taliban gov-
emment in the late 1990s. This time around,
theyappear tohave taken abackseat. But they
will not forever cede the lead in Afghanistan
totheir Gulfrival, Qatar.

Delhi will need to pay more attention to
the unfolding realignments in the Middle

have otherstates.

The developments in Afghanistan and the
Middle East will have implications for a
large number of actors, including India. Five
broad trends emerge from the current
peace efforts in Afghanistan and the Middle
East. All of them demand a significant re-
think of Indian positions.

Firstis the strateglc nature of the twosets

Arab states like Iran, Turkey and Israel. The

CRSasikumar

tionally avoided beingdrawnintotheregion's
political conflicts. But in recent years, it has

Missing in NEP:

Rural

youth

The policy ignores the crisis in education
among the marginalised majority
inruralIndia

A R Vasavi

INITS ORIENTATION and strategies, the
National Education policy 2020 (NEP) is a
layered document that recommends sig-
nificant structural changes to the educa-
tion system, dips into the constructed
imaginaries of a past glorious India that can
be retrieved via education, co-opts some

and are run without guarantees of quality.
‘Thereport fails to take into account the im-
pact of poor-quality higher education on
rural youth who, in many ways, are mani-
festing signs of alienation from their roots,
are disaffected and amenable to being re-
cruited into violent anti-social activities.

Recent reports of increasing suicides
amongyouth are anotherindicator of the
deep distress that they are experiencing.
The NEP calls for higher education insti-
tutes to promote and support the teaching
of "lok vidya”and it highlights the impor-
tance of yoga, AYUSH, and Sanskrit, which
can be taught along with Artificial
Intelligence, machine learning and digi-
tal learning, so that youth can be prepared
for a global economy. In this narrow per-
spective, there is no scope for considering

the

y educa-
tion, and overall acts as a guiding star for
the aspirations of the urban middle-classes.

of smaller regional
learning centres in which the youth can
be taught a range of revamped older

Buteither

derstanding of the committee members,

the NEP overlooks the complexity of con-
by

systems along with newer
skills and knowledge.
‘The possibility of forging and promot-

poi India, which

ing studies for local eco-

extant
forms of distress, and pauperisation of a
majority of its citizens.

Although the NEP claims to “bridge
s par d learning

logical restorati agro-
ecologies that can draw on the varied
sophisticated regional agricultural knowl-
edge and practices, reviving local health
and healing traditi the vast reper-

" itoverlooks the fact that poor
quality education marks and mars the
lives of rural citizens. Neglecting to engage
with any idea of fostering equality of ed-
ucational uppartumly wnh equal\ly in

stepped forward, if tentatively. Cl
role in Afghanistan, in partnership with
Pakistan, could be quite significant and will be
of some concern for India.

But the Greater Middle East is no longer
the exclusive preserve of great powers.

quality

the growing school iterentiation
which government schools are now pri-
marily attended by children of disadvan-
taged castes and Adivasi groups, while a
mushrooming of private schools caters to
the ions of the more

sayinthe new geopoliticsof the Middle East.
If Qatar and UAE punch way above their
weight, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey are
locked in a major contest for regional influ-
ence. All of them are involved in the proxy
wars in other countries. Meanwhile, Egypt
and Iraq are trying to regain their once privi-
leged places in the regional hierarchy.
Finally, domestic turbulence in most coun-
tries s intensifying. Religious radicalism, sec-
tarian and e dvsion, and the lamour

castes and classes. That such school dif-
ferentiation defies the idea of education
asaleveller and the possibility of school-
ing acting as a shared experience that
forges social coherence s an issue that the

toire of medical knowledge, or recognis-
ingvernaculararchitectural traditions and
skills, and a range of artisan and crafts-
manship to use local resources and
thereby generate both employment and
revive regional economies finds no men-
tion atallin the NEP.

Such measures can create a pool of
skilled and employable youth who may
make meaningful lives in the rural itself
rather than become part of the tide of mi-
grant labour whose insecure and precari-
ous lives were all too evident during the
lockdown return migration. The NEP draws
onits neoliberal economicideas and moots
the possibility of establishing “Special
Education Zones” in disadvantaged areas

NEP committee seems to

Growing privatisation of education
along with no assurance of quality is plac-
ing a huge burden on citizens and the re-
port takes no cognisance of such trends.
The fact that rural findingit

andin " But the report
provides no details as to how such SEZs will
function and who will be the beneficiaries
of such institutions. Will such institutions
be based on the models of Kota's entrance

ingindustry orwillit belike the

for more

sharpening conflicts within and be(ween
countries. The collapseoftl\e oil marketis un-

current,
the structure of those relations. They are
aboutareconciliation between acritical sec-
tion of the Arabs with Israel and their grow-
ing confrontation with Turkey and Iran.
‘Third is the paradox of American power.
Trump's moves in Afghanistan and the

frec-
onc|]mg the compeung interests in
Afghanistan and the ‘Middle East, both the

Middle East aspartofthein-
evitable decline of US power. But the reality
remains thatthe USis e oneforcing change

As the US steps back from
the region, at least for now,
the resulting strategic
vacuum is likely to be filled
by other powers. Russia and
China are quite active in both
the M:ddle Eastand

But
the unfolding dynamic will alter the geopo-
litical landscape in both places. Whether
peace breaks out in Afghanistan or not, the
Taliban s here tostay.

The inthe

attempts over the st decade from Russia,
China, Europeand the region for a peace et-
tlementin Afghanistan. Inthe end, itwas the
Uspolitical and diplomaticweight that facil-

recognition that the Taliban could not be de-
feated on the battlefield and must be ac-
cepted as alegitimate political force. As UAE
and Bahrain join Egypt and Jordan in having
formal relationships with Israel, there is no
escaping the fact that the contradiction be-
tween Arabs and sraclisis nolonger the dom-
inant onein the region.

theTaliban. In the Middle East, itis the US that
has led the efforts for a reconciliation be-
tween Israel and Gulf Arabs.

Fourth, as the US steps back from the re-
gion, at least for now, the resulting strategic
vacuum s likely to be filled by other powers.
Russia and China are quite active in both the
Middle East and Afghanistan. China has tradi-

Afghanistan. China has

t: admonnllv avoided being
drawn into the region’s
political conflicts. But in
recent years, it has stepped
forward, if tentatively.
China’s future role in
Afghanistan, in partnership
with Pakistan, could be quite
significant and will be of
some concern for India.

‘making it harder for

intopro-
fessional education and the lack of it be-
tween their degrees and the job market
means that several lakhs of them find
"and un-

the emerging political challenges

India’s engagement with the Middle East
has traditionally been focused on maintain-
inggood relations withall the major powers

employed. These are issues that find no
mentionin the re

Overlooking the general adverse inte-
gration of the rural into the larger macro-

way in which Challakere, a pastoral region
120k from Bengaluru, was carved outby
displacing local pastoralists and fauna, and
establishinga“Science City” thatcombines
asolar energy field, a nuclear processing
site, and a campus for undergraduates of
theIndian Institute of Science?

Although the reportclaims that the pur-
poseafeducationistoachieve Tl uman

in the region and avoiding in
their internal and intra-regional conflicts.
Even in Afghanistan, where India's security
stakes have beenvisibly high, Delhi has resis-
ted being drawn too deep.

India's framework of non-involvement,
however, is unlikely to survive the present
wave ofstructural change in Afghanistanand
Arabia. As the old order begins to crumble in
the greater Middle East, the question is no

ec q
education, the report calls for the “estab-
lishmentoflarge, multi-discipline universi-
ties and colleges” and places emphasis on
online and distance learning (ODL), with-
out paying attention to the fact that corre-
spondence courses and distance education
degrees have become a source of revenue
‘generation for universitiesand institutions

potential, djustso-
cietyand promote national development”,
it fails to cater to the needs of rural India's
marginalised majority, who in so many
ways are rendered into being subjects
rather than citizens.

Thewriter,asocial anthropologist,
is based in Karnataka

longer whether
litical jousting there; but when, how and in
partnership with whom.

The writeris director, Institute of South

Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international affairs
JforThe Indian Express

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RIGHTS UNDERMINED
‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The dog
whistle'(IE, September 14), The Delhi

T'wo countries and a virus

Chinese have brilliantly outmanoeuvred virus. For us, worst of pandemic is yet to come

RAJESH M PARIKH

P
Yechury, Yogendra Yadav, Jayati Ghosh
and Apoorvanand, who protested
against CAA-NRC, and connecting them
with Delhiriots looks bizarre. Any peace-
ful public protest s always against the
government. Inan electoral democracy,

IDEAS
ONLINE
“ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
‘@NATION BUILDERS AND

INNOVATORS: RAMESH
POKHRIYAL NISHANK

these protests make per-
form or engage in a course correction.
‘Thosewhodon't theybite the dustinthe
next election and anew government is

IN SEPTEMBER 1962, Jawaharlal Nehru was
asked by a reporter about minor Chinese in-

‘would have the largest number of cases in the:
world. That the wol]d s most powerf flll and

of the time, war elephants. Now and then, he
needled them a little and withdrew. Ponls s

position? Afteral,

of defamation and an act to destabilise
d

ning ader(Indta Gandhi was unfetered

from London after attending the 12th

‘Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conference.

Herespondied hathehad ntructed hisarmy
i

richestcounty,
and by far the greatest number of Nobel
Laureates would succumb to a tiny virus,
seemed an absurd and risky prediction.

theChinese.Th

sparsely distributed Army tried todojust that
butinafew days, the Chinese had crushingly
advanced ntoour teritory within reach of

we took our chances. A couple
of months later when our national tally of co-
ronacases stood at84and it was believed that
ina few days we would win the war against

New Delhi. Tt
forreasons mamrenm unequivocally clear 58
years later. The prevalent theory is that the
Chinese were notinterested inour barrenland.
They just wanted to chastise a globe-trotting
Prime Minister who had been making arro-
gant and somewhat statements

thevirus, we predic e cau-
tioned thatwewould have the largest number
of cases in the world. While that remains to
be seen, we hope aswe often haveinthe past
few months, that we are wrong, Meanwhile,
e 2Stherpredictionswemadeabouthe
pandemic

about India’s capabilities. Besides, they may

cently ran an analyssabout how the var

‘domestic economic and political crises.

Time for elf-disclosure. ]amaneuropsy-
chiatrist, not a political analyst. Far smarter
and more accomplished individuals areinin-
fluential positions in New Delhi.Ido, however,
plead guilty tooff-cuty analyses of human be-

agai Wepray
[har (he virus will withdray

asenseof security. Onemmynlghtwhllesenrl-
ing a small force across from where he had
camped, his main army crossed a monsoon
swollenriver to outmanoeuvre Porus from the
rear. The Battle of the Hydaspes (as the Jhelum
‘was then known) continues to be studied by
military strategists across the world.

Today, a China 10 times more powerful
than us in economic and military might than
in 1962, is needling us. They have not just sin-
gled us out for aggressive posturing. Hong.
I ®

Durgaaf
Having condueted themselves disgrace-
fully during the early days ofthe pandemic,the
Chinese have brilliantly outmanoeuvred the
virus.For us, the worst o the pandemicis yet
to come in loss of lives and livelihoods. We
aren'teventhinkingof the second waveof the
pandemic. Aswehave pointed outinour ook,
the influenza pandemic of a 100 years ago,
whichkilled almost 100million people(equiv-
alent to 425 million deaths today) had three
waves, of which the first, was the smallest.
In1962,the

ng,
seen crowing displays of might. Analysts ar-
gue that these may come to nought and are
driven solely by domestic concerns. At least
three factions in China jostl for power — the
military, Chail

equipped frontier posts in successively large
waves of troops. For many decades, our sol-
diers would have recurrent dreams of wave
upon wave of Chinese averwhelming them.
What

@ POLARISING FOR PROFIT:
SANDEEP PANDEY AND
SHIVANGINI PIPLANI

www.indianexpress.com

fair and independent probe, reflects an
undermining of democratic rights and
the ruleof law.

LRMurmu, Delhi

BLAME GAME

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Who
stoked the embers?’ (IE, September
14). The Delhi violence earlier this year
was a classic case of abuse of power.
Busy finding out who started it, we
have ignored its cause — fear. When
the state circulates an ideology to oth-
erise a group within the country, the
apparatuses like the police no longer
serve citizens, but only the state, thus

mony. We saw ex-

has enjoyed impunity. The hate-spew-
ing rants have built a poisonous dis-
course and ordinary people have been
manipulated to forget about their lost
jobs and bleak future.

Fatima Ghazali, Patna

HIGH STAKES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Road
from Doha’ (IE, September 14). The
representation of India at the Intra-
Afghan Peace Talks in Doha s testi-
mony to the fact that it has formally
shed all herinhibitions to openly share

a5 the Chinese army in 1962 and that the

jrman
Xiinping and his enemies. I the years pre-

winter?Is Arunachal Pracesh the real taree?

Chinese will not outsmart us

Arguably,the four greatest generals in re-
cent history — Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon
and Rommel — repeatedly indulged in

haviour and as my family and friends would
testify, am occasionally right. Nine months
g0, began to co-author a book on the coro-
navirus before a single case had come toIndia
and predicted then that the US and India

deceptions. Inthe sum-
mer of 362 BC, Alexander calmly waited over
a month on the inhospitable bank of the
Jhelum. He was biding time against Porus's
large army with the most powerful battle tanks

inese war,

Letushope that

Great Leap Forward had been a complete dis-
asterwith40-50 millionstarvation deaths. His
position was in danger and he barely hung in
during the 10th Plenum of the Party’s Sth
Central Committee in September 1962. A
monthlater,total victory in the war with India
reinforced his power in China. Could a 2020
‘war with India attempt to restore Xi's shaky

actly this in Delhi, To say that the pro-
testers were misled is a brazen infan-

Taliban in the larger
interest of an Afghan-led and Afghan-
owned national reconciliation. The

have all the answers and that their phones tilisation of onthe  ministerial statement
‘have not been hacked by the Chinese. streets and demand equality — their  India’s expectations from the outcome
right. Misleading, in- ~ of this India has high
Parikhis director, Medical Research & Hon. stead, is the rhetn ric against the  stakes in a stable, pea(eful and pros-
fatrist, ital & Research Muslim c that has been  perous Afghanistan.
Centre, Mumbai. He has co-authored The around for quite some time, and that Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

Coronavirus: What You Need To Know
About The Gl
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Chinese envoy
hails 5-pt plan

But blames New Delhi for
‘illegally trespassing’ the
Line of Actual Control
and altering the status
quo in border areas

Rezaul H Laskar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chinese envoy Sun
Weidong on Monday said the
five-point road map agreed to by
India and China to address ten-
sions on the disputed border pro-
vides “political impetus” to
efforts to ease the situation, even
as he blamed New Delhi for tres-
passing the Line of Actual Con-
trol and altering the status quo.

Sun made the remarks in a
lengthy statement issued by the
Cl d:

INDIAN, CHINESE
TOP MILITARY
COMMAND

LIKELY TO MEET
THIS WEEK

T C

Khalilzad to meet Jaishankar,
discuss Afghan peace process

Shishir Gupta

> =
IAF's Sukhoi Su-30 jet lies over Ladakh on Monday. on

was generally positive towards
int road map, and was
of the view that “both sides have

the two sides finalised the five-
point road map during a meeting
of external affairs minister S
Jaishankar and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi on the mar-
gins of a Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) meeting in
Moscow on Thursday.

Despite the road map, sharp
divergences remained between
the two sides, with experts point-
ing out that the joint statement
issued after the Jaishankar-
Wang meeting made no mention
of the restoration of status quo
on the LACas it existed in April.

Sun said the road map-which
includes following consensus
between the top leaders, easing
tensions, maintaining peace and
tranquillity in border areas, con-
tinuing diplomatic communica-
tions, and expediting work on
new confidence-building meas-
ures - “is an important step
towards the right direction, and
will provide political impetus to
ease the border situation and
promote the bilateral relations”.

Headded: “T hope and believe
thatas longas the two sides ear-
nestly implement the consensus
reached by the two foreign min-
isters to the frontline troops and
adhere to the correct means of
dialogue and negotiation, the
twosides willfind a way to over-
come the current difficulties.”

Chinese envoy contended
that “public opinion in India”

political will to
resolve the border situation”.

However, Sun referred to
statements by relevant Indian
ministries that Indian troops
“pre-empted” Chinese mi
activity on the south bank of
Pangong Lake, and contended
this “obviously revealed that
there areillegal trespassing the
LAC and status quo change in
the border areas.”.

He noted that sections of
the Indian media had quoted
government sources todisclose
that the “Indian Army fired shots
on two different occasions”,
and said, “For the first time
since 1975, the calm in the bor-
der areas was broken by gun-

ire.

Sun noted that Wang had reit-
erated during his meeting with
Jaishankar that the “imperative
is to stop provocations such as
firing and other dangerous
actions that violate the commil
ments made by the two side
and thatitis “important to move
back all personnel and equip-
‘ment that have trespassed”.

He added, “The frontier
troops must quickly disengage
so that the situation may de-es-
calate. The Chinese side sup-
ports enhanced dialogue
between the frontier troops on
both sides to solve specific
issues, and will stay in touch
with the Indian side thro
lomatic and military channels

The Indian side has blamed
the tensions on the LAC on uni-
lateral efforts by China'’s People's
Liberation Army (PLA) to alter
the status quo in Ladakh sector.

The external affairs ministry
has said the PLA engaged in
such manoeuvres during August
29-30 to change the status quo
on the south bank of Pangong
Lake and Indian troops
responded with “appropriate
defensive measures”. The Indian
Army has accused the PLA of ir-
ing in the air when Chinese
troops were prevented from
closing in on an Indian forward
position on September 7.

The Chinese envoy said the
“way ahead for [a] solution is
very clear” - he pointed to the
agreement reached by the two
foreign ministers that as the situ-
ation eases, the two sides should
expedite work on new confi-
dence-building measures to
maintain and enhance peace and
tranquillity in the border areas.

Sun said the top leadership of
the two countries had reached a
series of consensus, including
the basic judgement that China
and India are partners rather
than rivals. “Therefore, we need
peace instead of confrontation;
we need to pursue win-win
cooperation instead of zero-sum
‘game; we need trust rather than
suspicion; we need to move our
relationship forward rather than
backward,” he said.

There was no immediate
response to the Chinese envoy's
remarks from Indian officials.

NEW DELHI: Top Indian and
Chinese military commanders
are likely to meet along the
contested Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) this week to reduce
military tensions in eastern
Ladakh where the situation
remains tense after a series of
recent maneuvers by the two
armies in the Pangong Tso
area, people familiar with the
developments said on Monday.

Corps commander-ranked

officers have so far met five
times but failed to break the
deadlock.
This will be their first meet-
ing after the Indian Army
swiftly moved and occupied
key heights to prevent the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA)
from grabbing Indian territory
on the southern bank of Pang-
ong Tso in a stealthy midnight
move on August 29

The Indian Army controls
ridgeline positions on the
southern bank of Pangong Tso
that allow it to completely
dominate the sector and keep
an eye on Chinese military
activity, with the most signifi-
cant heights being held by
India on Rezang La and Reqin
pass where the PLA made some
desperate attempts to regain
lost ground earlier this month,
the officials said.

The Indian Army has also
taken control of key heights
overlooking the PLA’s deploy-
ments on the Finger 4 ridgeline
on the northern bank of Pang-
ong Tso where rival soldiers
are deployed barely a few hun-
dred metres from each other,
as reported by Hindustan
Times on Thursday

The Indian Army rushed its
front-line tanks and infantry
combat vehicles (ICVs) to stra-
tegic heights held by its sol-
diers on the southern bank of
Pangong Tso in eastern Ladakh
in response to intimidating mil-
itary moves by the PLA in the
theatre earlier this month, the
officials said. Conflict in the
eastern Ladakh theatre is
Delow the threshold of a shoot-
ing war but could take any tra-
jectory, top officials told HT
Tast week.

Government imposes ban on export of onions

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
‘ment on Monday banned export
ofall varieties of onions, antici-
pating a supply crunch in the
coming weeks, as exports
surged. In the April-July period,
export of onions rose an unu-
sual 30%, causing prices to
show signs of firming up.

A notification by the Direct-
orate General of Foreign Trade
said that exports of onions,
which were so far “free”, now
stood “prohibited with immedi-
ateeffect”. A key kitchen staple,
onions tend to suffer price and
supply volatility. The govern-

ment had last banned onion
exports on September 29, 2019,
after a bad crop crimped output.
In December 2019, prices soared
to 280 per kg in the national
capital. The government had
lifted the ban on March 15,
2020. Retail prices this week
rose to 240 a kg from 230 a kg
in several cities.

According to trade data, the
country exported US $328 mil-
lion worth of fresh onions and
US$ 112 million worth of dried
onions in 2019-20. Between
April and July 2020, exports of
onions to neighbouring Bangla-

WESTERN RAILWAY

CORRIGENDUM TO NIT No. COMM-CLOC:

02

Cl

DTD. 20/08/2020

n connection to the above Tender Noiication for Leasing of Space in Parcel Cargo

Parain
Tender
Document|

Page
No.

Condition in Tender
cument

To be read as / Changed
Condition

Para 1 (M)|  Page

No.6of | shall submit

Document

available on

“Para M : The tenderer (s)
a copy of

“Certiicale’ (Enclosed as

Annexure.E) stating that

submitted by lhe e s

o suomission
of the above Certficate by
the bidder(s) shallresult in
summary rejecton o

hiserftheir bid(s)". bid(s)

e e dore )
shall submit

“Aligau a5 avallale on
IREPS) stating th

monis | saiomns 6

rejection of hisherfiheir

Annexure | Page 33/ | Annexu
® 34 0f

Tonder
Document

re €', Format of
cerficate to be submitted |
uploaded by tn

donguih o Tonder

tonderer

Fornatas n Annexure €'

IRPES may be submitted

desh soared 157.7%. Since the
bulb is a common base ingredi-
ent of most Indian dishes and
widely consumed, consumers
are quite sensitive to a rise in
onion prices, relative to many
other commodi e coun-
try's consumer or retail infla-
tion in August rose 6.69%,
slightly lower than 6.73%
recorded in the previous month,
according to government data
released on Monday. According
to the consumer price index
data, food inflation in August
fell marginally to 9.05%. Yet,
overall food & beverages infla”

tion rose to a high of 8.3% in
August, Monday’s data showed.
“Retail inflation in last five
months have been in excess of
6%. Unless retail inflation in
September 2020 declines
sharply to around 4.5%, the
retail inflation in three consecu-
tive quarters will exceed 6% and
monetary policy committee (of
the Reserve Bank) will have to
respond to the government on
the steps taken to keep inflation
in 2-6% range,” said Sunil
Kumar Sinha, Principal Econo-
mist, India Ratings and
Research in a statement.ziaHAQ

NEW DELHI: US special envoy for
Afghanistan reconciliation Zal-
may Khalilzad will hold talks
with external affairs minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday on the
intra-Afghan  negotiations
underway in Doha against the
backdrop of calls for an immedi-
ate ceasefire in the war-torn
country.

According to diplomats in
Doha and New Delhi, Khalilzad
will share details of the latest
developments in the Afghan
peace process. He is also
expected to express his apprecia-
tion for India’s role in the
Afghan reconstruction proce:

Khalilzad's visit to New Delhi
follows a trip on Monday to
Islamabad, where he held talks
‘with the top civilian and military

leadership.
‘The intra-Afghan negotiations
‘were in Doha on

Zalmay Khalilzad

Sunday’s inaugural ceremony.

New Delhi expects that Afghan

soil will never be used for any

n -Indla activities”, and Sup-
ed

orts
Rensive ceasefre” since the ris

At the opening ceremony on
Sunday, the Afghan

Abdullnh in Doha over the week-

and its allies, including the US,
called for a ceasefire. Abdullah
Abdullah, the head of the peace
process for the Afghan govern-
ment, said the Taliban could
offera ceasefire in exchange for
the release of more jailed fight-
ers. But there was no mention of
atruce by the Taliban.

Ahmad Nader Naderi, a mem-
ber of the government's negoti-
ating team, tweeted on Sunday:
“The first meeting between the
contact groups of the two negoti-
ation teams took place today. In
this meeting code of conduct
between two sides, schedules of

i i levant

Durmg the meeting, Abdullah
thanked India for its continued
support. Pakistan has persist-
ently opposed any role for India
in Afghanistan but the US, its
allies and the Afghan govern-
ment have been deeply apprecia-
tive of New Delhi's assistance to
the reconstruction effort in the
war-ravaged nation.

The Afghan government's
21-member negotiating team is
led by Masoom Stanekzai, a
former intelligence chief. The
Taliban side is led by Abdul
Hakim, the terror group’s chief
justiceanda close aide of the its
chief’ Akhunzada.

ing levels of viol be
allowed to continue, he said.
Khalilzad had been expected
to impress on the Imran Khan
government the need to pressure
the Taliban to reduce violence in
Afghanistan if the talks to end
the 19-year war succeed. The US

Sunday, six months later than
planned due to disagreements
over a prisoner swap agreed in
February and the continuing Tal-
iban offensive and attacks on
high value targets in Kabul.
Jaishankar laid down India’s
expectations from the peace
process in his address during

Pakistani military takes steps so
that the Taliban stays on course
in the peace talks. It is widely
believed the Taliban, if it hadn't
been under pressure from the US
military, would have preferred
to militarily take over Afghani-
stan and turn it into an Islamic
emirate as it had done in 1996.

issues were_discussed and
progress [was] made.”

Apart from the US, Afghani-
stan, the Taliban and Qatar,
which is hosting the talks, Sun-
day’s ceremony was attended by
representatives from India, Paki-
stan, Russia, Germany, Indone-
sia, Uzbekistan, Norway and the
UN. The event was attended bya
delegation led by joint secretary
(Pakistan-Afghanistan-Tran) JP
Singh of the external affairs min-
istry and including Deepak Mit-
tal, Indian envoy 10 Qa!ar anda

US secretary of state Mike
Pompeo, who was in Doha, said
the negotiations would be diffi-
cult. "We will undoubtedly
encounter many challenges in
the talks over the coming days,
weeks and months,” he said, call-
ing for the warring sides to
“seize this opportunity” to secure
peace. Khalilzad told Afghani-
stan’s Tolo News channel there
some people in Afghanistan who
prefer the current volatile situa-
tion to peace with the Taliban,
while some are attempting to

Singh also met Ahdullah

keep engaged in
war sothatit could pay the price.

‘Khalid against CAA but not involved in Delhi riots’

HT Correspondent
hireporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHL: A Delhi court on
Monday sent former Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) student
Umar Khalid to 10 days in police
custody,a day after his arrest
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, or UAPA, for
his alleged role in a conspiracy
behind the February riots in the
national capital's north-east dis-
trict.

Khalid's counsel Trideep Pais
told the court that his client was
not in Delhi between February
23 and 26, when the riots took
hat he was opposed to
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, or CAA, and not ashamed
of his stand; and that the police
were yet to produce evidence
that Khalid had incited the pro-
tests.

The court accepted the
police’s remand application on
the grounds that the 33-year-old
has to be confronted with a
huge volume of technical data,
and that he should be sent to
custody so that an effective
investigation can be carried out.

Several activists and civil
society members have opposed
Khalid's arrest on allegedly
flimsy grounds, and have
demanded to know why the
police have taken no action
against Bharatiya Janata Party
(BIP) leader Kapil Mishra, who
was Seen giving an inflamma-
tory speech in north-cast Delhi
aday before the violence broke
out on February 24.

They also asked why other
BIP leaders were not booked for

speeches delivered during the
run up to the Delhi elections
just weeks before the riots.

Nine retired IPS officers on
Monday wrote to Delhi’s police
commissioner SN Srivastava
saying they were “pained” at
police implicating anti-CAA
protesters while “letting off the
hook all those who instigated
violence and are associated by
the ruling party”. Though the
letter did not mention any
names, BIP leaders Anurag
Thakur and Parvesh Verma
were criticised at the time for
speeches and slogans ahead of
the Delhi elections.

Mishra, who denies all char-
ges, on Monday released a video

congratulating the police for
arresting Khalid and “people
like him”, and likened the riots
with the 26/11 Mumbai terror
attacks.

Delhi Police produced Khalid
before additional sessions judge
Amitabh Rawat in a virtual
hearing of the Karkardooma
court on Monday afternoon.

Special public prosecutor
Amit Prasad said Khalid had to
be confronted with documents
that run into nearly 11 million
pages and “huge technical
data”.

The judge allowed Khalid's
counsel to interact with his cli-
ent for half-an-hour every day,
while asking police officers to

Government of India

Depanment of Atomic Energy
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Centralized Quantity Division

Pre-Qualification Cum Notice Inviting e-Tender

NIT Nos. DCSEM/CQD/QSB/11,13,14,15,16,17/2020-21 dt.14.09.2020
Chairman, G. B., CE(GSS), Head- ESD-I & Ill, HSCMS DCSEM, DAE, V.. Bhavan, Anushaktinagar,
Mumbai-94 on behalf of the President of India invites online item rate tender (in two bid) through
e-tendering mode, from eligible contractors for following works as indicated in below Table:

NIT
No.

Name of Work

Estimated
Costin
Lakhs

EMD in
Rs.

Completion
period in
Months

Processing
feein Rs.

Township, Mumbai,

Fabricating & fixing in position Stainless
steel Dustbins and Benches at various
locations in Anushaktinagar & Mandala

27.68

55360 04

1633

13 | Annual Maintenance and automated
pumping system installed at DAE Quarters|
Chembur, Ghatkoper & TMC quarters at

17.23

34460 12

1016

Allother terms & conditons of the above tenders shal remain unchanged.

Like us on: 3 facebook comWesternRly - Follow us on:[J titer.comWesternRly S

Government of India
BHABHA ATOMIC RESEARCH CENTRE
Nuclear Recycle Group

Waste Management Division, Mumbai - 400 085
NVITING TENDERS
ENDER NOTICE
Oniine item rate tender are invited through e-Tendering mode by Chief
Superintendent, Waste Management Division, tomic Research
Centre, Trombay, Mumbai-400 08 5, on behalf of president of India in two
bid format from eligible contractors for the following works

NIT No. Name Of Work
Proposal for decontamination plant protect
wears and Dhruva cut rods at Decontamination
Centre, WMD, BARC, Trombay, Mumbai - 400 085
Estimated Cost : Rs.19,29, 600/~
EMD : Rs. 38, 592/-,
Tender Processing Fee : Rs. 1138/-
Completion Period : 12 months
Detailed NIT and tender documents are available on website www.
tenderwizard.com/DAE for free view/download from 14.09.2020 (10.00 hrs)
t0 28.09.2020 (1500 hrs) and on website www.barc.gov.in for free view
only. Last date of closing of online submission of Tender is 05.10.2020
(1500 hrs). Online opening of Technical bids will be held on 06.10.2020
(11.00hrs). Financial bids of qualified bidders will be opened at a later
date (to be notified separately). Registered contractors only can purchase/
download & submitiupload tenders. Interested fims may visi the website
www.tenderwizard.com/DAE for registration. Contact for assistance /
clarification 24 X 7 Shri Rudresh @ 09969395522,
email : rudresh.tenderwizard@gmail.com.
For further information, please contact on (022) 25596349 / 25596308 |
25596348, Fax : (022)2550 5185 between 1000 and 1600 hrs on all
working days.

WMD/WMFT/ALI-
67/2020-21/80961
dated 24.08.2020

Mulund and replacement of damaged/
worn out parts etc. Under Chembur/
Mulund unit, Mumbai

Cockroach treatment at inspection

6.19

12380 12 590

Mumbai.

chambers, manhole chambers, gully trap,
shaft around residenial & non residential
buidings at Anushaktinagar & Township,

15 | Maintenance contract for the cleaning and
repairs of rectangular inspection chambers|
& circular manhole chambers of sewerage
system at Anushaktinager, New Mandala

colony and Western Sector area, Mumbai.

n

15420 12

590

Providing Housekeeping services for

Shakuntalam at Anushaktinagar, Mumbai.

18.67

37340 12 1101

Providing chain fink fencing around
Cosmetic maintenance office at
Anushaktinagar, Mumbai.

5.57

11140 590

Note: Tender Processing fee shall be in the form of e-payment.

Detailed tender notice along with documents are available on website; www.tenderwizard.com/DAE
for free view and download. Tender documents are available for view/ download from 15.09.2020
(1100 hrs.) to 22.09.2020 (15 00 hrs). Closing of online submission of tenders up to 15 00 hrs. on
28.09.2020. Receipt of hard copies towards EMD up to 15 00 hrs. on 29.09.2020. Opening of online
tender (technical bids) on 30.09.2020 at 15 30 hrs. Financial bids of qualified bidders shall be opened
ata later date to be notified separately
Detailed NIT is also available on website www.dcsem.gov.in. for view only. For further information,
please contact on 022-26487334, 25487337 Fax: 022-25565362.

Notice inviting e-Tender

Department of Information Technology, RBI invites two-part tender through

e-tendering at MSTC

from eligible bidders for “Network Traffic Analysis Solution and Advanced
Web Application Firewall - Supply, Installation, Integration, Maintenance

and Facilities Management.”

For detais, pleass visit
(nttp bi /B

Tender
ViewTend

Section of RBI website
Further corrigendum /

addendum if any, will also be uploaded on the same URL. RBI reserves the
fight o reject any or al the bids to the tender.

Chief General Manager-n-Charg
BIT 6, Mumoa

mails/SMSs/calls promising you money

remain outside the audible
range during the meetings. He
also directed a deputy commis-
sioner of police (DCP) to make
arrangements for ensuring Kha-
lid's safety and security during
the police remand after Pais
raised concern over the safety of
his client in case he is taken out
of the police station.

Fifty-three people were killed
and around 400 injured in the
north-east Delhi riots, which
started as clashes between pro-
and anti-CAA and protestors
before acquiring a communal
colour.

South East Central Railway

Tender Notice for Operation
and Annual Maintenance

: Oper annual
maintenance contract (AMC) of power
car having Cummins make D.G. set for
primary train of LHB rakes for a period of
two years at SSEIACITLIDurg through
OEM or authorized dealer. Tender
Value:? 70,5

14120000 Submission of tender:

document, eligibilty criteria & the
complete detais for the above work,
Jease contact offce of StDEE/GR of
feferidownioad tender document which
is available on our website
‘www.irops.gov.in. Manual offers are ot
allowed against these tenders and any
such manual offers recelved shall be
rejected
sr. Divisional Electrcal Er
PRIR/ST DEE(G)VRI75 S.ECRI

' (6)

NIT No.:

Government of India
Department of Atomic Energ;

i{ i Directorate of Construction, Services & Estate Management

Centralized Quantity Division

PRE-QUALIFICATION CUM NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
Head, Mechanical Division / Chief Engineer (GSS), DCSEM, DAE, V.S. Bhavan, Anushaktinagar,
Mumbai-94 on behalf of the President of India invites online item rate tender (in two bid) through
e-tendering mode, from eligible contractors for the following works;

Name of Work and other details

INIT/24/2020-21 dt. 11.09.2020

Sol

in the form of e-payment

NIT No.:

Design, supply, installation, testing and commissioning of Solar water heating system for B2 and
M2 Buildings, HBNI Hostel Campus at Anushaktinagar, Mumbai. Estimated Cost Rs. 74.00 Lakh,
EMD Rs. 1.48 Lakh, Completion Period 06 months, Cost of Tender processing fee Rs. 4,366.00

NIT No.: DCSEM/CQD/QSC/STP-WS-Ph-II/NIT/25/2020-21 dt. 11.09.2020
Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning & Operation and maintenance of plants
including associated Mechanical, Electrical, Instrumentation & allied works for MBBR (FMR/ FAB)
type Sewage Treatment Plant of 1500 KLD (1.5 MLD) capacity (PHASE-II) at Westem Sector,
Anushaktinagar, Mumbai. Estimated cost Rs. 424.00 Lakh, EMD Rs. 8.48 Lakh, completion
period: 12 months, cost of tender processing fee Rs. 5,900.00 in the form of e-payment.

NIT No.: DCSEM/CQD/QSC/STP-WS-AMC/NIT/26/2020-21 dt. 11.09.2020
Annual contract for Operation and Comprehensive maintenance of MBBR based Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) of 1.5 MLD (0.75 MLD X 2 Nos.) and associated works at westem Sector,
Anushaktinagar, Mumbai. Estimated cost Rs. 41.00 Lakh, EMD Rs. 82,000/-, completion period:
12 months, cost of tender processing fee Rs. 2,419.00 in the form of e-payment.

Br-Ak-

21 dt. 11.09.2020

NIT No.:

Annual contract for Operation and Comprehensive maintenance of 0.5 MLD MBBR based
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) near Brindavan Building and 103.5KLD (3Nos X 34.5 KLD) RBC
technology base sewage Treatment plant (STP) near Akashganga Building in Anushaktinagar,
Mumbai. Estimated cost Rs. 43.50 Lakh, EMD Rs. 87,000/-, completion period: 12 months, cost
of tender processing fee Rs. 2,567.00 in the form of e-payment.
NIT No.: DCSEM/CQD/QSC/Flush-Pipe-WS/NIT/28/2020-21 dt. 11.09.2020

Providing pipeline networks for supply of recycled water for flushing at Western Sector buildings,
Anushaktinagar, Mumbai. Estimated cost Rs. 87.50 Lakh, EMD Rs. 1.75 Lakh, completion
period: 12 months, cost of tender processmg fee Rs 5,163.00 in the form of e-payment.
29/2020-21 dt. 11.09.2020

Operation and Maintenance of Biogas plants behind Tapti Building at Anushaktinagar, Mumbai
Estimated cost Rs. 38.50 Lakh, EMD Rs. 77,000/-, completion period: 12 months, cost of tender
processing fee Rs. 2,273.00 in the form of e-payment.
Detailed tender notice along with documents are available on website; www.tenderwizard.com/
DAE. The processing fees shall be paid in the form of e-payment in favour of ITI Limited New
Delhi. Tender documents for view / download from 15.09.2020 (11.00 hrs.) to 29.09.2020 (15.00
hrs.). Agencies can upload pre-bid queries from 15.09.2020 (12.00 hrs.) to 30.09.2020 (17.00
hrs.). Closing of online submission of tenders up to 14.10.2020 (17.00 hrs.). Receipt of hard
copies towards EMD up to 15.10.2020 (15.00 hrs.). Opening of online tender (technical bids) on
15.10.2020 (15.30 hrs.). Financial bids of qualified bidders shall be opened at a later date to be
notified separately. Detailed NIT is also available on website www.dcsem.gov.in. for view only.
For further information, please contact on 022- 25487416, 25487437 Fax: 022-25565362.
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In Delhi,
grave mistake

Investigate the riots impartially.
Don’t engage in political vendetta

he Delhi riots in February 2020 marked one

of the darkest chapters in the Capital's

political history. It reflected frayed social

tensions between Hindus and Muslims. It
came in the wake of a deeply polarised political
climate — the passage of the Citizenship

d ) Act (CAA). Ith d in the
backdrop of the Delhi elections, where there was
violent rhetoric — especially by functionaries of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). It was a deep
embarrassment to India internationally with the
riots taking place during United States President
Donald Trump’s visit. And it reflected gross State
failure, where for over 48 hours — before there was
a de facto reshuffle in Delhi Police and national
security adviser Ajit Doval walked the streets of
northeast Delhi — the Delhi Police was unable to
quell the violence.

The Delhi riots saw violence from both sides, and
in that aspect, it was different from the 1984
violence — which systematically targeted the Sikhs.
But there is a lesson from 36 years ago. There has
never been any meaningful justice in the 1984
violence, with perpetrators, often with political
sanction, having got away. That, then, bred a
culture of impunity — which enabled subsequent
riots and pogroms. There has to be justice not just
because it is the right of victims and for closure, but
also to send a message that violence and promoting
enmity between communities is unacceptable, and
irrespective of political affiliations, there will be
punishment.

Instead of conducting an impartial investigation
into the riots, the Delhi Police, however, has spun
an elaborate theory — it rests on how those who
were critics of the government in general and CAA
in particular, including respected political leaders,
civil society voices, students, instigated the riots.
But the police has been unable to show direct
evidence connecting their speeches with the
subsequent violence. Instead, this theory appears to
be the framework being used to intimidate critics of
the government, even as the role of those who may
be aligned with the ruling party is carefully
sidestepped. The Delhi Police had a simple job —
identify the perpetrators of the violence irrespective
of their religion and political affiliation, review its
own performance during the riots, and build a case.
Instead, it has fallen for a legally dubious, ethically
questionable, politically vindictive approach which
will not help deliver justice. This may allow the real
perpetrators — on both sides — to get away.

A climate lesson
from California

he wildfires which have been raging in Oregon,
TCalifomia and Washington in the United States

(US) since mid-August, have burned millions of
acres of lands, killed more than 30 people and destr-
oyed thousands of homes. With the US elections due
in November, the wildfires have also become a key
political issue. Last week, Democratic presidential
challenger Joe Biden warned that “climate change
poses an imminent, existential threat to our way of
life” and accused President Donald Trump, a climate
sceptic, of denying “that reality”.

Mr Biden's statement linking the wildfires with the
climate crisis has wide support. California governor
Gavin Newsom said this is a “climate emergency”.
Scientists have blamed the peak heatwave and dry
winds for fanning the fires, and have warned that
such “compound disasters” (when more than one
extreme event takes place at the same time, across
geographies) are a result of the climate crisis. The US
is not the only country that has seen such wildfires.
An inquiry has found Australia’s 2019-20 bushfires
were likely made worse by the climate crisis, war-
ning that such devastating wildfires are likely to
happen again. While India has not seen such large-
scale fires, forest fires (mainly manmade) are not
uncommon. But unfortunately, the forest depart-
ment’s firefighting capabilities are rudimentary. It
doesn’t have modern equipment, adequate number
of vehicles and enough field staff, which can bolster
its rapid response system. In an era of the climate
crisis and human encroachment into forest areas,
it’s time to learn from the crises of the US and
Australia and bolster its firefighting infrastructure.

ransforming public
administration

A new set of reforms
secks to improve the
quality of bureaucracy
and the nature of
State-citizen interface

 Jery government since
1947, irrespective of polit-
cal " affiliation, has
expressed frustration at
the inefficiency of India’s
_B__dvast bureaucracy and the
Tmaze of red-tape. Hundreds of com-
miltees have provided recommenda-
tions but the basic structure of public
administration has remained unal-
tered. Therefore,itis no small matter
that the government has embarked on
anambitious effort in recent weeks to
reform the administration from its
roots. A careful observer would have
noticed that some of its key elements
havealready been introduced.
Justweeks before he passed away
in 1964, Prime Minister (PM) Jawa-
harlal Nehru had commented that his
greatest regret had been his failure to
change an essentially colonial admin-
istration. Prime Minister Indira Gan-
dhi expresed imilar sentiments n
Parliament in 1966. "What India
needs today is revoltion in the
administrative system without which
no enduring change could be brought
aboutin any field”
‘The first Administrative Reform
Commission was set up in 1966 under
Morarji Desai but it became a victim

How to reduce food, job

of bureaucratic sloth. Its report of 20
volumes and 537 recommendations
would be placed in Parliament in
1977. Desai had become PM by then,
but he was unable to implement the
recommendations.

The reforms of 1991 freed many
parts of the economy from direct gov-
ernment control. But the functioning
of the bureaucracy went through few
changes. Therefore, a second Admin-
istrative Reform Commission was set
up in 2005 under Veerappa Moily. In
the preface of a report tabled in 2008,
Moily wrote of the bureauc-
racy, “It believes that its
authority and legitimacy is
derived not from the man-
date of the people but from
an immutable corpus of
rules that it has prescribed
for itself, without any corre-
spondence to the needs and
aspirations of the people”.

‘This brief historical back-
ground is important in order to
appreciate what is now being
attempted. PM Narendra Modi's gov-
ernment has been experimenting
wit

Sanjeev
Sanyal

thin layer of gazetted officers
accounts for a tiny fraction of the civil
service. The rest of the recruitment is
done through a bewildering network
of agencies and examinations. The
lack of transparency not only makes it
difficult for candidates but has led fre-
quently to allegations of manipula-
tion. The government, therefore, has
announced the establishment of a
National Recruitment Agency that
will conduct a Common Eligibility
Test across the country. For now, it
will be a standardised first-level filter
that wil i

d HTPHOTO

on August 28 along with supporting
Supreme Courtj Ttalso pro-

Four, taxpayers charter and face-
An

take things forward for final
selection. The scores will be
shared, so state govern-
ments, public sector and
even private sector can use
them as they deem fit.

Two, compulsory retire-
ment to remove the unfit.
‘The health of any organisa-
tion is dependent on system-
atically weeding out deadwood.
Unfortunately, entry into the Indian

vided basic criteria and procedures
for using these provisions to remove
officials “whose integrity is doubtful”
or “found to be ineffective”.

Three, rationalisation of autono-
mous bodies. The central government
alone has hundreds of autonomous
bodies—think-tanks, industry bodies,
advisor . These enti-

of administrative reform is to improve
the interface with the citizen. The tax
department is an obvious place to
start. In August, the PM announced a
Taxpayers Charter that clearly lays
out14 rights for the taxpayer.

‘The announcement of the Charter
accompanied a shift to a system of

ties havea role in the delivery of pub-
licservices but, inevitably, there is also
a large amount of duplication and

etto guar-
anteed employment till retirement.
e long,

digitisation since 2014. However, the
new effort has a totally different level
of ambition.

Here are measures introduced in
the last six weeks: One, a national
platform for recruitment. Almostall
discussion around _government
recruitment tends to focus on that of
the higher bureaucracy through
Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC) examinations. However, this

included provisions that allow for civil
servants to be compulsnrily relired
after

Itis rare that a govern-
ment body, once established, will be
‘wound up. For the first time, the cen-

prehensive initiative to review the
ese instituti

Service and crossed the age of 50 or
55 even if less than 30 years in ser-
‘vice). This can be done under the Fun-
damental Rule 56(7)(1) and Rule 48 of
CCS (Pension) Rules. Around 320

for officers havealready been retired
through this route since 2014, but the
government reissued the guidelines

¥

f t In
August, the ministry of textiles alone
abolished the All India Handicrafts
Board, Cotton Advisory Board, Jute
Advisory Board, and the All India
Handloom Board. Their duties have
been transferred to other existing bod-

to be assigned by an automated sys-
tem. Together, it is hoped that the
measures will significantly reduce
persistent complaints of harassment
and rent-seeking.

The overall direction of the reform
effort should be clear — to improve
the inflowjoutflow of personnel,
rationalise processes, weed out
redundant bodies and upgrade the
interface with the citizen. The
momentum is only going to acceler-
ate.

Sanjeev Sanyalis principal economic
d Ind

arealso carrying out similar exerciscs.

KAPIL SIBAL

insecurity in rural areas

fter the Covid-19 outbreak, 66% of
rural households fell short of cash for
food. About 40% reduced their food
intake. Only 7% of the returnee
‘migrants are engaged in the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGN‘REGS] These are some of the
findings of a survey of about 17,000 house-
holds in 80 districts (169 blocks) in 11 states,
carried out by a coalition of 65 civil society
organisations, called Rapid Rural Community
Response to Covid-19. This shows that the
State has to play a major role to play in reviv-
ing and rebuilding the economy.
First, only half received the full
entitlement of free rations three
times — 42% received this either
once or twice; 8% got nothing at
all. This situation is stark in back-
‘ward states such as Odisha, Mad-

hya Pradesh and Jharkhand. Sec- Ved
ond, 66% reported that they were Arya

working as casual labour, and two-fifths of
the households have no gainful work. When
will they go back to their destination states?
‘The survey showed that only 1% migrants
have gone back to cities, 58% were hoping to
return by November, and 42% were unsure
when they would go back. There s now evi-
dence of the urban economy contracting.
government may not have any option other
than to launch a massive programme of vil-
lage entrepreneurship for returnee migrants.
Second, allocate an additional 350,000
crore for MGNREGS. A little less than one-
third of the households (31%) were
engaged in MGNREGS over the
last two months, which is a
record, even as low participation
i reported from Bihar (11%) and
Jharkhand (15%). Households
were engaged for 10 days a month
onanaverage in the previous two
‘months, with a variation of zhree

shortof cash for food, and 51% for
‘medicines. This shows the urgent
need to revive public systems of
service delivery in health and
nutrition. Third, 40% of the
households surveyed reported
that they had reduced food intake
— the proportion is higher in

1014 days per
Which tog s go0d news. But 404
of households had not received
full payment. There is going to be
a huge surge in demand. Almost
three-fourths of houscholds (71%)
want 15-plus days of MGNREGS
work er month,from nowon, for

Bihar (53%) and Jharkhand (48%). A he next three months. As the
‘The cumulative impact of this ratyaya demand for MGNREGS work is
economic insecurity is resulting Jagannath going to peak after the kharif sea-

in widespread mental health
issues. Three-quarters (73%) of
households expressed fear and
anxiety about the future, in the case of Dalits,
this was 77%. Three-fifths of

son (October onwards), there isa
casefor i llocation to be

Every citizen of our
country stands behind

our soldiers. We salute

india
The views expressed are personal

them. Behind the
PM’s policies and
actions? I doubt it

India doesn’t have clear
social distancing rules.
Citizens must chip in

ompliance with social distancing
guidelines is expected to decrease the
spread, morbidity, and mortality
related to any contagious disease.
Social distancing, according to the ministry
of health and family welfare (MoHFW), is “a
non-pharmaceutical infection prevention
and control intervention implemented to
tween those who

‘made for the scheme.
‘Third, extend the free ration scheme for six
‘The current f the

(63%) are worried about sustained income
and support to the family. More than one-

scheme is around 50%, which needs to be
improved. Our survey results showed that in

third (36%) patern:

and 33% are without social interactions.
Th i i isonlya

the Direct Benefit Transfer schemes are far
ly 63% women

e
fraction of what was announced. Some spe-
cific recommendations that emerge from ana-
lysing the survey results are the following.

,launch a massive programme to rehabil-

had Jan Dhan Yojana accounts, out of which
only 45% got 21,500 ie 3500 three times. Four,
revive and strengthen public systems of ser-
vice delivery such as the Integrated Child

itate propor-
tion of the migrant workers were women
(18%) and chldren (25%), and the es (56%)

Imost one-third of the

ervices and the midday meal
pmgramme along with pension schemes.
Five, the Reserve Bank of India should give

Fural households surveyed had one or more
migrant workers (5.257 out of 17,032). Four-
fifths of these households (83%) reported that
migrants had returned to villages. Surpris-
ingly, only 7% of the returned migrants are
currently engaged in MGNREGS work, 28%

a top-up loan of
210,000 crore toself help ‘groups (SHGs), for
they have once again emerged asa major sup-
port for rural household:

areinfected with a disease-causing pathogen
and those who are not, so as to stop or slow
down the rate and extent of disease trans-
‘mission in a community”. As per the unlock
guidelines issued on August 29,
based on the directive related to
social distancing, individuals must
‘maintain a distance of six feet in
public spaces.

‘While social distancing is a wide-
Iy-used term, Dr Maria Van Kerk-
hove of the World Health Organiza-
tion has promoted the term physi-
cal distancing over social
distancing. According to her, physi-
cal distancing is “keeping he physxcal dis-
tance from people so that we can prevent the
vlrus from transferring to one another”.

of households (22%) were seekmg loans
through SHGs or Joint Liability Groups. Given
the high repayment track record of SHGs, they
should be a preferred option over individuals
seeking loans from banks.

According to the National Bank for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development, there are 10 mil-
lion SHGs, half of whom are linked to banks -
five million SHGs with an outstanding of
87,000 crore as on March 31,2019.

If a top-up loan of 220,000 per SHG at an
average of 32,000 per member, is extended to
all these SHGs, it could go a long way in initi-
ating livelihood activities at the SHG level.

Itis only if such steps are undertaken on a
war-footing can Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hope to win the vishwas (trust) of peo-
plein rural India.

of all the unlock guide-
fincsow that the cd t atain < foc
distance in public spaces, while being an
extremely important directive, is directing
people to maintain physical distancing
rather than social distancing.

On May 10, when the total number of
cases in the United Kingdom (UK) was
219,183, Prime Minister Boris Johnson out-
lined a conditional plan to reopen society.
Accordingly, the public was allowed to enjoy
parks and public spaces, and take unlimited
outdoor exercise provided they were done
only with members of the same household.
Today when the doubling ate In the UK is
129 day:

Payal S
Kapoor

large public gatherings and congregations
are clear — they are prohibited, as was
observed during the Ganesh Charturthi and
Moharram festivals.

But, with the easing of restrictions and
phased reopening, what social distancing
rules are people to follow related to their
‘movement to other households for, presum-
ably, avoidable social interactions?

One can argue that all are expected to
wear masks and practise social distancing,
but the definition of social distancing is six
feet distance. A recent research study finds
that silent transmission of Covid-19
during the pre-symptomatic and
asymptomatic stages was estimated
to be responsible for more than half
of the overall transmission. Pre-
symptomatic Covid-19 patients can
transmit the infection, unaware
they're carrying the virus, by leav-
ing their infected droplets on surfa-
ces. Further, a team of researchers
from Princeton University and the
University of Montpellier, while calculating
infection probability during casual conversa-
tions in a social setting (across the table over
lunch or parties) found that in a poorly-ven-
tilated space, the infection risk of speaking
with a superspreader, without a mask, even
for less than one minute, is high even with a
three-metre separation. A caveat: This paper
is yet to be peer-reviewed.

So, in the absence of detailed-and-clear
social distancing guidelines, can we not
make our own citizen-formulated ones?
Learning from other nations, can we not, for
instance, say we will physically meet mem-
bers from another household only for essen-
tial purposes, like care-giving, and forsake
physical interaction for all other avoidable
purposes? Access to technology has ensured
we don't get m our families

other things, sugaest the ilowing or people

living in England: A maximum of six people

can meet outdoors and indoors from multi-
ple

Ved Arya, convenor, RCRC Coalition and director,
Buddha Fellowship Program, SRUAN
Pratyaya Jagannath, research coordinator,

RCRC Coali

After i
rural households in the country fell
short of cash for food HI

KPS India Private Limited
‘The views expressed are personal

‘more than six
can gather in public or private, but not join
‘members outside the household.

‘While the physical distancing guidelines
related to public spaces are well understood
by people in India, adherence to the guide-
lines is another question. The guidelines on

and loved ones during the lockdown. Maybe
our lives, for a few months more, will be
dependent on mediated-technology. But
aren't we capable of these small sacrifices?
For the numbers to come down, all of us
must do our bit.

Payal § Kapoor is associate professor
Area Chair-Marketing
FORE School of Management, New Delhi
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The policy conundrum
that stagflation poses

RBI has seen inflation hover above its tolerance limit for three successive months now. Even

ifit’s able to quell its imported component, India may not be able to escape difficult choices

hen Indiawent into lock-

down back in March, infla-

tionwas notevenablipon
ouranxiety radar. Today,
we must worry about
“stagflation”, a term that
signifies the odd rise of prices amid economic
stagnancy. Retail inflation had broken above
the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI's) tolerance
limit of 6% in June, and rose to just above
6.73%in July, but it has taken August's figure
of 6.69%, out on Monday, to confirm its per-
tence. As before, a closer look at the data
shows buoyant food prices as a significant
contributor to inflation, with protein-rich
items getting especially dearer. Such a price
uptrend, however, cannot beanalysed onan
item-by-item basis without taking monetary
conditions into account. Inflation, after all, is
asignof cxcuswc money vy ng fortoo few
isand services. Thisc any
policy that pumps more of itinto the economy.
Effortsto pinoverall inflation down toits
causesare nul casy. ,\n obvious culprit would
be the covid doffsupplies.
‘While these have muﬂlyban cased, notall
supply chains have been fully restored, so this
squeeze could have outweighed a slump in
demand after the pandemic took hold. Food
llea ha\'u been under specific watch. Here,
rains have bright-
um:d prospects of abumper harvest this year,
the output of protein-rich staples may still fall
short. Also, aslow resumption of transport and
other points of friction could get in the way.
Note that wholesale price inflation turned pos
tive in August for the first time since March,
areflection ofarecovery in the pricing power
of producers. Apart from supply constraints,

though, there is also the effect of RBI's liquidity
easing to consider. Asa stimulatory measure,
the. supply of money has been upped ever smﬂ

mint
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India needs a new strategy for
an era of a weakening US dollar

Our forex management needs revision in response to the US Fed's new monetary policy framework

[\

V. ANANTHA NAGESWARAN
153 member of the Economic Advisory

of retail investors averaging down.
That would exode revaluation

endwell Infact, it 5 not over y
should not repeat those follies. Further,

Teserves. Forex market i
ittoflowto

currency 1o
irbhar Bharat, as it makes

zombie assets or stock nmkel specula-
hun or both. Tagether with non-exis-

imports attractive. So, the government
aml I\BI mustac nuum-m.

yassets,

hanced through

exorbitant burden rather than asign of
strength, as in the past.
Toevoh tonal

other means. bulmdmn g redail and
agmulluul consumption af electricity

Counal

y for India, RBI can do

Imn--ex.ummd Land-use ulmuston

the following angles. It can publish a
it 2 n

must be cased, sunpluﬁm.l.mdm.ldulrss

then finalize a new strategy.
One: C i

costlyi \Cboth time and money
Regulatory -mduunplnme burdens

h hb i must ased by atime-
T the US Federal 7 REI h monitos-
August, losseswill iseifthedol- | i ing (o the public. States
virtual monetary policy lar free fall In fact, with must come on board and the Centre
held annually ot Jackson Hole, marks son, RBI will b i i calling
. rather moreof asummit with chief ministers.
that has been i “Two: T i f

not quite stealthily, for the last 12 years.

dthat

India’s unllmpurlbdl.\ndvxpmlx Note
that export growth is more 2 function of
demand (; i h iy

pi
micro, smalland medium enterprises
MSMEs), the new thresholds do nat go

Jerome Powell smd Ih.al l!w Fed
g

far enaugh i

policy

prices,

of
undefined maximum employment
level. This means that interest rates
will stay lower for much longer. Thisis
#180-degree turn from the policy of
Paul Volcker in the 19805 that saw real
USinterest rates spike. That sent the
US dollar soaring in the 19805 and

© kthee y,and our {

capacity may have failed to keep pace. Yet
another suspect has been “imported inflation”,
which RBI spoke of recently. With global oil
priceslow and other imports weak, the central
bank was probably referring to the inflation
broughtabout by an influx of dollars from
abroad. Tilla few weeks ago, RBIwas buying
the UScurrency to keep the rupee stable, an
exercise that pumps extra Indian currency into
circulation, which then needs to be mopped
up—orsterilized—through bond sales. Ifnot,
there would be excess cash around. Large
inflows make sterilization difficult, for RBI's
bond supplies tend to push up market interest
rates, which goes against its easy-money policy.
Inareversal of stance, RBI appears to hay
decided not to intervene much in the foreign
exchange market so thatit getsagrip oninter-
nal price stability—a major part of its mandate.

Solong as inflation stays above 6%, RBI
would be wary of easing money any further.
But if rate cuts might stoke prices, so could a
fiscal stimulus by the Centre. Wi ith our econ-
omy indire need of state spending, this puts
our policy matrix in a fix. The government
must take some hard decisions now. It could
hope that RBI's swerve to control the rupee’s
internal rather than external value—with
Indialargely open to capital flo
doboth—bears quick results. Thisscems
unlikely. Or it could go ahead with a fiscal
splurge, as required, and hope for a revival
that does not send prices soaring too high.
Neither option is free of risk. But such are the
hard times we've fallen upon.
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These are the author's personal views
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The era of the U.S. dollar’s
“exorbitant privilege” as
the world's primary
reserve currency
is coming to an end.

STEPHEN ROACH
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The best way to vaccinate most Indians in the least time
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We must renew our commitment
to enhancing India’s forest cover

California’ wildfires remind us that climate change is real and the quest to increase our green cover needs a fresh impetus

o
Ny
L
NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN

is a member of the Advisory Council of the
Centre for Wildlife Studies

his past week, picturesof the San Fran-
ciscoskywith an orange glow
appeared like asurreal Instagram post
from God. The unprecedented breadth
ofthese wildfires over three western
states of the US, combined with their
intensity, scale, speed and duration, have greatly
complicated the ability to bring them under con-
trol. The 500,000-acre August Complex fireis the
largest ever recorded blaze in California.
toa“fire triangle”™
thatare crucial for the creation of a wildfire—fuel,
oxygen and heat. Abetted by strong winds, asmall
spark caused by human error or lightning can
ignite thousands of acres of tinder-dry forest ina
shorttime. Whilenaturalfres have egenerative
properti
devastating environmental impact. Bey ond the
directimpactonlife and property, wildfires can
have long-term effects on the quality of rivers and
lakes, and most particularly on stormwater runoff
channels. Paradoxically, ash-dry soil with organic
matter that hasn'trotted becomes hydrophobic
and prevents the absorption of waier. Deforesta-
llon ! mlo lheanr d

{0 playarole n the spread of emerginginfectious
diseaseslike covid-19.

Fires, wild or deliberate, are the fastest w;
deforest land. Forests pro
regulating water flows, sequestering carbon and
nurturing biodiversity. Populations living on the
periphery offorests often see an advantage in culti-

countries like Colombia and Costa Rica hnve been

sand

vating the land or usingit for pa
high rates of deforestation. In 2019, the world los! a
football field of rainforest ever

forest loss. While on thy
tributing to forest loss, China, the US, Ethiopia.
and India haveal dbillions of trees over

lost nearly 11.9 million hectares (one heclare is 0,01
sqkm) of tree coverin 2019, about 3.8 million of it

from mature, humid tropical primary foresls Thal
isabout 1.

the last decade. The Billion Tree Campaign
inspired by Kenyan Nobel Laureate Wangari Maat-
hai has morphed ntoa Tn]hon ‘Tree Campaign.

at plantinga trillion

orthe annual emission cqulvalcnloHOOm)l]lon

trees canannul the dclclcnous effect ofadecade of

cars (the world's total number of
atlbillion). Brazil, the Democratic Republic of
Congoand Indonesia have lost the most tropical
primary forest cover in recent years. Beyond the
tropics, the massive wildfires during the latest Aus-
resulted in the worst
recorded in Australia, along with the loss of hun-
dreds of millions of animals.

India hasabout 31 million hectares, or 11% of its
area, under forest cover, Over the past 20 years,
India haslost 328,000 hectares of humid primary
forest. The top 5 regions that contributed to this
forestloss are all in the North-East, with Assam and
Mizoram leading the list. Deforestation and
destruction of wetlands are among the leading
causes of annual floods in heavily urbanized areas
in Kerala and the cities of Mumbai and Chennai.

b e L

e alarming loss ol‘for.ebl coverhasledtoa
steove ©

5. China's Grain-for-Green
scheme is even more ambitious and hands out
nearly $4 billion a year to retire sloping plots
(greater than 25 degrees) that are prone to soil ero-
sion by giving out grain and cash. One of the pro-
gramme’s goals s to reduce the annual silt deposits
inthe Yangtze and Huang He rivers by 2.6 million
tonnes. Rewilding land tracts through outright
purchase both within and outside protected areas
isanother effective way to obtain benefits.

ep!

Even tries to give up fossilfuels,
fal work more from

propoadl i popula-
tionson the periphery of forests and incentivize
them not to flatten forests. This “cash for conserva-
tion” or ices (PES) was
pioneered in Costa Rica, and hasbeen successfully
used in Mexico. PES systems are complicated to
design and implement because they have to be

home and turn vegetarian, afforest
an

tothe fight against climate: change The wildfiresin
California serve s a timely reminder that climate
changeis here and is not some hypothesis. India
would dowell toset up an ambitious goal of first
then increasingits forest cover. The

er
tothe practices of local populations. The world's

longest running PES programme is the US Conser-
vation Reserve Program, which pays out about 1.8
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The szryear'on\d python laid seven eggs without the help of a male A
A snake that defied age and blology to Iay eggs
heoldestsnakei ivity has left bylay the
hclpofamalc The62-y Louis

i b damate forat least two decades. The

et wasallthemoro unusual because th python ot ony belived o bethe
ut h

ach
theirsixties. " ‘i history”" to Loy o,

Mark Wanner, notrare,
however, forp l i
for delayed fertilisation. Tl the
ggs or i i
The Independent

Facial expressions can give away your ethnicity

hile leafing through some old research papers, Hillary Elfenbein noticed

something strange about the potographs in o famous study. The
research from
tonsintheficcsofapancseand Caucasian pcoplc “Xtcamat the University of

different non- n-verbal arnnlsonasnmu]alcd face. Subile, almost mdcupmmbln

1 differes
Hated them. But when East Asanswere shown thesearticial “East Asian” expres-
sions, they recognised them much more easily than “Western” ones. “It’s harder
than it sounds,” says Rachael Jack, whose It

BBC

Atiny island that has brought countries to war

K
giveway' hills. The petite isthe®
ofthe Acgean” saysa tourismwebsite. But troubleis brewingin the sunsplashed
sethatsuroun vallics, arc bra-
recceand Turkey have
col]ndcd Oneexperthassaid the pairare onceagain on the brink ofvwar,"yet this
thebrakes. Itsa conflict that has
nowsuckedin France, Libya, Egypt, Israel, the US and more nations besides. Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has demanded Greece enter talks, or else.
The New Zealand Herald

crystal clear waters of the eastern Medil isan
i houses

joubeauty.

The quest to neutralize China's rare-earths edge

Ifynu a achofthese devi-
at
in China. Now, as supply lines shrink, geopolitical tensions rise and the world's
eryday
intheworld's of threaten:
tohit ‘much asitd Australia, which b i
focusedon i asi
! om hly profiiable exp s ingy
nerves,” says Professor Dusan Losic, th of Australia’
hub, which collaborates between five Australian universities.
The Sydney Morning Herald

The city that overturned its ban on saggy pants

fler13years, aSouth Floridacity banon“saggy pants”—bot-
toms that reveal the wearer's underwear. The Opa-locka City Commission

voted theoriginal 2007

20

ing pants that exmsed their underpnnems ‘The Miami Heraldreports thatthe

work done inthel970sto protect

readingoftherepeal meaning il eed obeapprovedagainat

apri "
fesedly oves naure,
Ps: dinawood, and I took

billionayear under nearly 800,00

theonele by,and that has madedll the
tally sensitive land. The contract difference,” poet Robert Frostin The
[E l il 1 Road Not Taken.

ome

THEIR

ceting before t's official. But the item was co-spon-
sored by four ofthe five commissioners. Around the city, signs still warn folks o
image of two young men

T y
tsandfeamringlheword Noifs, andsorbutts... Its the city law!” _I
AP

A coalition that could help secure our Afghan interests

HARSH V. PANT AND VINAY KAURA

not chari

business with those espousing hardcore
anti-Shiabeliefs. Jihadist groups, whichare

and Afeh:

-controlled”

New
Delhi recognizes that Afghanistan is a
in. AsNew Delhi

the Lineof Actual | Indialikely envisages Moscow'sroleinthe

Controlunfolds, the prevailing regi I security matrix not

he recent visit of India’s external

for a Taliban-heavy regime, India’s role in

)and
Sunni terror groups such as the Haggani
Network that are supported by Pakistan’s
security establishment. This dynamic is

Kabul's strategic frame must endure and
outlive the Ghani regime. Buta big part of

ance of power poses a dilemma of dealing
with Bejjingin the wider spectrum of politi-
cal, economicand security relationships.An
altered scenariomeansit may notbe possi-

but asa balancer. Despite the alliance-like
relationship between Russia and China,
Moscow does share with New Delhi an
instinctive preference for holding Chinain

Pakistan isnolonger the

are, respectively, director of
studies at Observer Research

Foundation, and assistant
professor at Sardar Patel

University of Police, Security

and Criminal Justice.

check. Greater India,

affairsminister, S Jaishankar, tolran | what makes Iran an indispensable partner | sole danger. the “Northern Alhance” | Iran and Russia has o be ultivated.
couldnot for India asthe “The Chabaharportisthe - between India, Iran and | Despite thestartofintra-Afighan talks, the
tunemoment, days before the 19thanniver- | troop presence in Afghanistan, most tangible symbol of New Delhi, Russia, but New Delhi has | Afighan conflictisfarfrom over, and a failure
sary of the9/llterrorattacksontheUS. Two | Atatime whenran's economy isindire | India-Iran-Afighanistantri- Tehran and nointentionofghingino | Lo reach aconsensus i Qutar would only
high-levelvisits from India o ran, theother oil pricesands lateral ion. It was Chi ire for regional
beingthat ofdefence minister Rajnath Singh | nomic sanctions, its leadership cannot | neveralow-hangingfuit,  Moscow could preponderanee,Indi s o hreats than before. What happens in
i s pointstoNew | affordan twarwithitselfand | but ever since Iran and flec- istan never stays in

Delhi's its New Delhi and Tehran | Chinaforgeda25-yeardeal coordinate uvely bridge gaps among | Therefore, India must urgently mobilize a
eral relations with Tehran at an uncerain | remain keen on coordinatingtheir poliies | that envisions inrasiruc- N their respective percep- | coalition for a major regional diplomatic
momentinregional geopolitics. |0}fus|amPre§lden hraf i egime. ure e incha-  their efforts on !i(;nls‘onwhalwn:ieshnemin pusha'ijmeda(reso]ving!heAfghaincr' s.
Jaishankar Ghani'srecent ionthatpeace | bahar as well, concerns N Afghanistan and how to | Besidesconvergenceonregionalsccurity,
ceremony of crucial intra-Afghan |a]ksnaa does not require a political deal on power | havebeen growingin New Afghamstan counter Pakistan’s terror- | India, Iran and Russia can develop coopera-
videolinkalso hat | sharing, implyi intentionof | Delhi. Tehran's diplomatic ) oriented policies. tive mechanisms for commercial and eco-
the Talibanare cl mally inte- infavourofaninterim gov- | isolation has alvaysheen  as the US exits Trump’s hasty troop | nomictieswith Afghanistan. Thiscould help
gmlnduuolhcAfghangovnrmngapparalus ernment, wasan attempt many | viewedby withdrawal fails to | Indiamoderate Chinescaggressivenessand
in the wake of America’s of with possi- | opportunity to penetrate i Pakistani intransi INew Delhis to
IndiaandIranmay | bility of Tali i ig- | Iran. i i in | ityofthe izei wellas
have differing views on the US presence | nalto India thatallisnotlost. theChabahar prejecthas unmistakablostra. | the principal driver of every fcet of it | Iran,itwill cequire both resh loverage and
there, butare both aware of Aferstaying toolong, | tegicimplicationsfor N i - | Therefore,alliance politicsand the need for | credibility. Neither ofthese will be possible

once the Taliban gain authority India’s decision to participate in intra-Af- | not be allowed to chip away at India'svital | a hedge againsta US exit must shape New | withouta coalition of partners.

ghan

Delhi’ ourse. T}

New Lcuu

rentregime in Kabul

ly engag
few Taliban factions, but it cannot do any

matic and re-asserting India’s

While India is no doubt reviewing the
by Chinaand calibrating

China,

of India’s most I troubles.

“Afghan-led, Afghan-owne

asian
new realities in the Indo-Pacific.
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MODI 2.0: THE BIG GDP DEBATE

Asfarasthe GDP dropis concerned, one needs to understand that it’s a global
phenomenon and India is not alone. But in our case, we at least had a bright spot
with the agriculture sector, growing by a healthy 3.4% in the aforesaid quarter.

SANJU VERMA

for the June 2020 quarter

stirred a hornet's nest, with
questions raised on the need for
astringent lockdown in the first
place. Well, the truth of the mat-
teris, without a strict lockdown
in March this year, the damage to
human capital would have been
far higher. Countries which did
not enforce a harsh lockdown
initially have not only suffered
a GDP contraction but also lost
precious human lives in bigger
numbers. While the media has
been harping about India having
the second-highest Covid cases
globally, what it fails to mention
is that India has amongst the
lowest deaths per million, at just
56.The comparable numbers per
million are 596 for the US, 613 for
Brazil, 612 for the UK, and 473
for Russia.

As for the GDP drop, India is
notalone. While the US reported
a staggering 32.9% annualised
crashin GDP growth for the June

India's GDP decline of 23.9%

quarter, the comparable fall was
42.9% for Singapore, a decline
of 38.7% for Canada, 2 12.1% fall
for Eurozone, a 10.1% drop for
Germany, a steep contraction of
20.4% for the UK and of course,
amassive plunge of 27.8%, in the
case of Japan. In India’s case, we
at least had a bright spot with
the agriculture sector, which ac-
counts for over 50% of the work-
force, growing by a healthy 3.4%
in the aforesaid quarter.

Another fact that deserves
attention is the GDP data per-
taining to March 2020 quarter.
Much before the global pandem-
icstruck, while India’s GDP grew
at only 3.1%, what has to be ac-
knowledged is that we were the
only big economy to report posi-
tive growth in the March quar-
ter, with agriculture growing by
acredible 59%. Other economies
like the US, for example, had
contracted by 4.8%, Germany
by 2.2%, Eurozone by 3.8%, and
China actually saw a steep GDP
fall of 6.8% in the March quarter.
Goldman Sachs has predicted a
sharp27.1% risein India’s GDPin
the June quarter next year, with
overall estimated GDP growth
of a noteworthy 15.7% for FY22,
while Fitch says that India’s GDP
growth in 2021-22 will be a good
1%,

The Opposition has been
screaming hoarse about India’s

Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
biggest GDP drop in 40 years
but has failed to inform that, on
the positive side, India’s policy
REPO rate at 4% is the lowest
in 58 years. The coal sector was
denationalised and coal min-
ing was privatised for the first
time in 2019-2020, after 47
years. Banking consolidation by
merging 10 public sector banks
into 4, starting April 2020, has
happened for the first time in 51
years.

Is the worst over? The answer
is a decisive “yes”. Take the GST
revenues for August, for in-
stance, which stood at Rs 86,449
crore. Despite the lockdown, this
‘was 88% of the GST collected in
the same month, last year. Over-
all, 483 million e-way bills were
generated in July, almost back to
pre-Covid levels of 55.3 million
bills, in January 2020. Again, the
Indian Railways’ freight loading
for August2020,at 9433 million

tonnes, was 3.31 million tonnes
higher compared to August2019.
The Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) stood
at 52 in August, up from 46 in
July. PMI had fallen to a historic
low of 274 in April but has been
steadily climbing since. A size-
able Rs 163 lakh crore have also
been sanctioned to over 42 lakh
MSME units under the emergen-
ey credit line guarantee scheme
(ECLGS).

More importantly, Modi nay-
d ssingly ill-in-

dia to take off.” Well, PM Modi’s

resonance. For

formed writers like Chetan Bha-
gat, who raised doubts on India’s
ability to attract FDI, should not
forget that $20 billion are what
India attracted as investments
and pledges from 15 companies
in just three months from April
toJuly 2020 during the Covid-19
pandemic. This $20 billion is a
massive vote of confidence for
Modinomics. The Taiwanese
company Pegatron is the fourth
Apple supplier to decide to set
upabasein India, after Foxconn,
Wistron and Compal Electronics
pledged billions in India’s jour-
ney towards becoming a global
electronics hub.

News has it that Australia is
facing its worst recession in 30
years, China’s food shops are
running out of supplies and
the US might end the year with
2 4.2% drop in consumption
spending. In sharp contrast,
India is doing a far better job in
dealing with the Wuhan virus,
bestamplified by the fact that we
constructed 3,181 km of national
highways between Apriland Au-
gust this year, versus a target of
2771 km.

Athis recent US-India Strategic
Partnership Forum (USISPF) ad-
dress, Prime Minister Modi said,
“We are future-proofing India
in every way, enabling New In-

example, India’s Hero Motocorp,
the world's largest 2-wheeler
company, that derives over 6%
sales from rural areas, reported
a healthy 7.6% YoY growth in
overall sales, selling 5.8 lakh
units in August 2020. Ditto for
M&M, that derives over 50%
sales from rural India. It saw a
robust 28% YoY rise in overall
tractor salesin July 2020. Maruti
Suzuki saw a 21.3% growth in car
sales in August, while Tata Mo-
torssaw asplendid 154% growth
in auto sales. Indeed, since auto
sales are a lead indicator, India’s
September quarter GDP should
seea sharp bounce back.

Armed with a forex war chest
of $542 billion, the Modi govern-
ment’s potential move to offer
production linked incentives
(PLIs) to automobile manufac-
turers, solar panel makers, spe-
ciality steel and consumer appli-
ance companies is a vindication
of the fact that, despite Covid
and associated challenges, India
under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has got ts act together, de-
cisivelyand with noroom forany
“ifs” or “buts” whatsoever.

The writer is an economist, chicf
spokesperson for BYP Mumbai, and
the bestsclling author of ‘Truth &
Dare: The Modi Dynamic'
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HOW BENGALURU LOST THE CORONA
PLOT AFTER AN IMPRESSIVE START

Bengaluru has now clocked more than 1.7 lakh cases, racing ahead of Mumbai. The city
is now only behind Delhi, which has registered 2.18 lakh cases as on Sunday night.

R. JAYAPRAKASH
BENGALURU

ne of the first metro cities toim-
Oplcmcnt lockdown effectively

even before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had declared it, Ben-
galuru has now clocked more than 1.7
lakh cases, racing ahead of Mumbai.
The cityis only behind Delhi which has
registered 2.18 Inkh cases as on Sunday
night. Mumbai with 169,741 cases is in
the third position, followed by Chennai
with 147 lakh cases.

The overall cases in Karnataka stand
2t 4,59445 with over 9,000 new cases
being reported daily 11 daysin arow till
13 September. On Sunday, Karnataka
‘became the fourth state to register more
than 4.5 lakh cases of Covid-19, with a
death toll of 7265, out of which Bengal-
uru alone has registered 2436 deaths.

Leading oncologistand member of the
Karnataka Task Force for Covid-19, Dr
Vishal Rao told The Daily Guardian that
the numbers arealarmingand this wave
is worrying, “We have detected over 4.7
lakh cases and when we look at the
death rate it is about 16 per cent. This
may look very low but when we arrive
atanumber,itis over 7000. The ratio of

- Sover on of

[

Karnataka Chief Minister B.S.

ice, which a Covid-19 patient can also avail,

at Jakkur Aerodrome in Bengaluru early this month. (ANI Photo)

locking norms and we need to move on
and move around Covid. The economy
is in bad shape and the only solution is

Karnataka is around 0.66 per cent and
this is only detected from those who
have volunteered and tested. There is a
sizable chunk of population which has
shied away from testing. If the number
of positive cases rises to 60 to 70 per
cent, then the death rate conversion will
bein10lakhs,” he said.

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister
Ashwathnarayan has a different take
on these rising cases when questioned
on “unlock” norms which might have
impacted the number of cases directly.
“It is definitely worrying to see this
trend but there is a positive side too. Of
the 4.5 lakh odd cases, 3.5 lakh patients
have recovered and only 99,203 cases
areactive. When we look at the Bengal-
uru numbers, out of 17 lakh cases, 1.27
lakh patients have recovered and only
41,000 casesareactive. Recovery rate is
over 70 per cent. One cannot blame un-

toch lifestyle and protect our-

selves from the deadly virus,” he said.
The concept of herd immunity as far

as coronavirus is concerned is far away

Since we have opened up tk g

we are seeing the impact of this social-
economic virus which is all set to wipe
out 2 per cent of the ion of the

he elderly are I ..
fruitand vegetables and proteins as you
can and avoid adulterated food. Smok-
i inki ictno-no,”

world. What is necessary is protecting
co-morbid people, protecting theelderly
and children as this virus is targeting

and what isimpor at

like diabe-

taking precautions, said Dr Vishal Rao,
adding, “Face masks, hand hygieneand
social distancing must be in practice.

tes, hypertension and kidney ailments
apart from cardiac patients. Reverse
quarantine is most important as far as.

headvised.

“The Oxford vaccine has failed and T
think we will see an effective vaccine
only around March 2021. T have been
in touch with researchers working
on this vaccine and only after carry-
ing out trials on a large population I
will be able to arrive at some conclu-
sion. Meanwhile, Phase 2 of the Rus-
sian vaccine was conducted on only 76
people, whereas the ideal sample size
should have been 10,000 people. The
coronavirus is complex and to achieve
an effective vaccine, we need to observe
two groups — one which has been ad-
ministered the vaccine and the other
which hasn't. And only after studying
the groups in a natural time course can
we see the effectiveness of the vaccine,
as no vaccine can be brought in as de-
clared and hurried by research firms,”
Dr Rao said.

AMIDEl
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CHANDA KOCHHAR'S
HUSBAND TESTS COVID-19
POSITIVE, PROBE OFFICIALS
QUARANTINE THEMSELVES

CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Former ICICI Bank chairman Chanda Kochhar’s husband Deepak Koch-
char who was recently arrested in a money laundering case by the En-
forcement Directorate has tested positive for Covid-19.

Kochhar has been admitted to the All India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS) here, the businessman’s legal team confirmed to IANS

over the phone. His Counsel

ijay Aggarwal who met him on Sunday in

the ED office also made himself self-quarantined. Also, the ED officials
who had questioned him have isolated themselves as a precaution against

transmitting the deadly virus.

A Special Court earlier this month sent Kochhar to 11 days ED custody

after the federal agency arrested him in a money-laundering case.
Kochhar, the husband of the high-profile former ICICI Bank CEO and

MD Chanda Kochhar, is facing charges of money-laundering in the ICICI

Bank-Videocon Group case.

A Special Prevention of Money Laundering Act Court had sent him to

the ED custody till 19 September.

The action came nearly a year after the Central Bureau of Investigation
launched a probe against Videocon Group Director Venugopal Dhoot,
his companies Videocon International Electronics Ltd. and Videocon

Industries Ltd, and the Kochhars.

Following the CBI complaint, the ED launched its own probe into the
money-laundering angle, and earlier this year, provisionally attached
assets valued at around Rs 78 crore, including a flat in Mumbai, land,
and plant and machinery of a wind power project in Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu, which were “owned/controlled” by the Kochhars.

The probe revealed that bank loans were refinanced and new loans
aggregating to Rs 1,730 crore were sanctioned to Videocon and its group
companies, and these loans later became non-performing assets (NPA)

for ICICI Bank on 30 June 2017.
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ENVIRONMENT LAW

How’s India tackling the disposal
of Covid-19 bio-medical waste?

With India topping the list of the most recorded Covid-19 cases in a day (about 90,000), the concerns
regarding the management of the bio-medical waste, produced by the hospitals, nursing homes, health
centres and households, used for the purpose of self-quarantine, are exponentially increasing.

OPINION

VARUN SINGH &
SIDDHI KOCHAR

idye
across any used Per-
sonal Protective

Equipment (PPE) like mask,

must be using
ordinary bleach solution
(5%)orsodium hypochlorite
solution (1%) and then dis-

theroad? Well,
if you did not, you are lucky
to be residing in an area
where people are aware of
the proper disposal mecha-

posedofeither by burn
deep burial. This guideline
was subsequently comple-
mented with pictorial rep-
resentations in order to cre-

ate aware amongst the

nism of the protective equip
‘ment. How doyou dispose of
your one-time use mask? Do
you throw it in the common
bin of your neighborhood?
If yes, then are you aware
of the threat it poses to the
environment and the health
of the people? Do you know
how largely does the prop-
er disposal of such waste
contributes in limiting the
spread of the ghastly virus?

With India topping the list
of the most recorded CO-
VID-19 cases in a day (near
about 90,000), the concerns
regarding the management
of the bio-medical waste,
produced by the hospitals,
nursing homes, health cen-
ters and households, used
for the purpose of self-quar-
antine, are exponentially in-
creasing. Though the threat
of contracting the virus is
spine-chilling, however
what appears to be more
alarming is the aftereffect of
the pandemic i.e. the stack-
ing up of the waste, gener-
ated during the diagnosis,
treatment and immuniza-
tion of people.

Through this column, the
authors aim at apprising its
readers with the measures
taken by the government
and the judiciary to contain
the spread of the ghastly
virus via mediums such as
used PPEs, testing equip-
ments, solid and liquid
waste.

UNPACKING THE
MEASURES
It is not an unknown fact
thatimproper disposal of the
waste certainly poses risk to
the lives of sanitation work-
ers who quite often work
without being trained for
handling such hazardous
materials. India, since time
immemorial has been strug-
gling with the issue of poor
waste managementand with
the coming in of the novel
corona virus in the country
there wasa pre-emption that
this issue would be taking a
turn for the worst. The daily
numbers certainly do sug-
gest the same.
Government of India
through Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MoH&FW) anticipated the
excessive amount of waste
that would be generated
as a consequence of all the
measures which would be
adopted to prevent, diag-
nose and treat the virus. In
its bit to prevent the spread
of the novel coronavirus,
the MOH&FW, released the
guidelines on use of masks
by public. It prescribed the
‘manner of disposal of masks
and stated that used masks

general public. The munici-
pal bodies would do well to
sensitize the public at large
and not just make repeated
and stale announcements of
social distancing.

Notably, the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) also took the initia-
tive of enacting Guidelines
for handling, treatment and
disposal of Covid-19 waste at
Healthcare Facilities, Quar-
antine Camps/ Quarantine-
homes/Home-care, Sample
Collection Centres, Labora-
tories, SPCBs, Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs)and common
biomedical waste treatment
and disposal facilities (CB-
'WTFs). These guidelines are
to be read with the existing
Bio-medical Waste Manage-
‘ment Rules, 2016.

It may be advisable to im-
pose stricter implication of
these guidelines under the
Disaster Management Act,
2005 (the 2005 Act). As we
understand, the only threat
thus far of the 2005 Act has
only been witnessed by mi-
grantlaborsand remotely by
private companies for keep-
ing their employees on their
pay role. Its high time we
impose stricter guidelines
within the ambit of 2005
Actupon everyone that may
have a defining role in man-
agement of COVID-19 Bio-
medical waste. Ifnot, we can
segregate the petty yet dam-
agingoffences to steep fine if
not curtailment of personal
liberty under the 2005 Act.

Undernoted provides a
short gist of the duties im-
posed upon the above-men-
tioned stakeholders for the
systematic disposal of CO-
VID-19 biomedical waste:

Are you taking care of a
COVID-19 patient at Home?

Recently, when one of the
authors was at the super-
market for grocery shop-
ping, he happened to meet
a friend who shared the un-
fortunate news of his wife
being tested positive for
COVID-19. During the con-
versation, the author was
brimmed with a rather very
shocking and unsettling
news; the husband of the in-
fected wife, was disposing
his wife's bio-medical waste
with the general household
waste, without any segrega-
tion.

Do you know the repercus-
sions of the above act? Are
youawareof the risk it poses
tothe sanitation worker who
is responsible for collecting
the general waste? Do you
know that any person who
comes in contact with this
particular sanitation worker
is also at a risk of contract-

Generalwaste generated from kitchen, packaging material for groceries, food material, waste papers, waste

Dplastics, floor cleaning dust, etc, must be banded over to the

Isolid’

aote coll )

ified by Urban

Local Bodies or as per the prevailing local method of disposing general solid waste. Likewise, the bio-medical
waste contaminated with blood/body fluids of Covid-19 patients must be collected in a yellow bag and banded
over to authorised waste collectors at door steps, engaged by local bodies or the waste collector engaged by

CBWTF operator at the doorstep or can be dep

ingthe virus? Then, what is
the correct way of disposal?
Look into this section to
understand your duties as
a care-taker for disposal of
Bio-medical waste.

It is to be noted thata CO-
VID-19 patient’s waste such
as discarded masks and
gloves can be disposed of as
a general waste only when
the same has been stored in
a paper bag for a minimum
of 72 hours.

General waste generated

itod at desionated d
P

Centers

‘medical waste. The key duty
of an operator is to main-
tain separate color coded
and labelled [COVID-19
Waste] bins (with foot oper-
ated lids)/bags/containers
in the wards. Red colored
bags must be used to collect
goggles, face-shield, splash
proof apron, Plastic Cov-
erall, Hazmet suit, nitrile
gloves and yellow for the
collection of used mask (in-
cluding Triple layer mask,

N95 mask etc.), head cover/
y N

from kitchen,
material for groceries, food
material, waste papers,
waste plastics, floor cleaning
dust, etc. must be handed-
over to the municipal solid
waste collector identified
by Urban Local Bodies or
as per the prevailing local
method of disposing gen-
eral solid waste, whereas
the bio-medical waste con-
taminated with blood / body
fluids of COVID-19 patients
mustbe collected ina yellow
bag and handed over to au-
thorized waste collectors at
door steps, engaged by local

cap, 3
linen Gown, non-plastic or
semi-plastic coverall. Ad-
ditionally, the use of double
layered bio-medical waste
bag must be encouraged to
ensure that the liquid con-
tents of the waste do not
spill out.

Most importantly, utmost
care must be undertaken to
ensure that the equipments
such as containers/bins/
trolleys are disinfected with
1% sodium hypochlorite so-
Iution daily. Proper training
‘must be provided to waste
handlers in terms of the pre-

i via videos

bodies or 1l
engaged by CBWTF opera-
torat the doorstep or can be
deposited at designated de-
position Centers established
by ULBs.

Pertinently, it must be
ensured that general waste
and COVID-19 bio-medical
waste must not be mixed -
SHOULD BE SEGREGAT-
ED CAREFULLY.

Are you an operator of an
Isolation Ward? How do
youdispose of the COVID-19
bio-medical waste?

If you are an operator, the
you must look at this space
to get well versed with the
compliances required to be
fulfilled by you to ensure
safe handling of the bio-

and demonstration in local
language. Training shall be
provided by designated nod-
al officer trained by Health
Departments / professional
agencies in association with
SPCB of the States/ UTs.

It must be ensured that
separate records of waste
generated from COVID-19
isolation wards are main-
tained and registered on the
CPCB mobile application
namely ‘COVIDIOBWM'.

Do you collect samples of
suspected patients or oper-
ate Collection Centers/Lab-
oratories? If yes, then watch
out the undernoted direc-
tions issued by the CPCB.

As soon as a lab/collection

centeris opened, itis incum-

and careful collection and

bentupon the operator toin-  disposalof waste
form about the same to the  generated from Quarantine
SPCB. Disposal ism  Camps/Q i

as listed above for an isola-
tion ward operator is to be
followed.

Is transmission to an op-
erator of a Healthcare Facil-
ity, during the treatment of
wastewater, possible? If yes,
then what precautions can
one take?

As of now, there is no evi-
dence of such a transmis-
sion taking place, however,
since prevention is better
than cure, safety measures
as provided by CPCB must
be complied with, such as
operators must ensure that
treated wastewater is disin-
fected as per prevailing stan-
dard operating procedure
to inactivate corona virus.
Furthermore, as much as
possible, the use of treated
wastewater in utilities
within Healthcare Facilities
may be avoided. Pertinently,
proper care must be under-
taken to ensure that the op-
erators associated with the
handling of the discharge
from healthcare facilities
practice basic hygiene pre-
cautions and wear PPE kit.

ROLE OF REGULATORY
BODIES

CBWTFSs are essentially re-
quired to collect waste from
COVID-19 isolation wards/
Quarantine Camps/Homes/
Testing Centers and report
the same to the SPCBs. It is
incumbent that COVID-19
waste be disposed-off imme-
diately upon receipt at facil-
ityand the dedicated vehicle
bringing the same, must be
sanitized with appropriate
chemical disinfectant.
Urban Local Bodies are
bounden to ensure proper

Home Care for COVID-19
suspected persons. To fur-
ther the abovementioned
duty, the ULBs mustidentify
CBWTFs, who would be re-
sponsible for directly collect-
ing waste from quarantine
camps. Yellow colored bags
must be made available to
the operators of the camps/
homes, either directly or
through the CBWTFs. For
the protection of the work-
ershandling the waste, PPE
kits must be provided and
it shall also be ensured that
the aforementioned bags
are disinfected. Addition-
ally, careless handling of
the waste i.e. mixing up of
the COVID-19 waste with
the general waste must be
strictly avoided and aware-
ness regarding segregation
of waste be spread by the
ULB.

The SPCBs are primar-
ily required to maintain the
records of the COVID-19
treatment wards/self-care
facilities. The SPCBs also en-
sure that bio-medical waste
is properly disposed in light
of the prevailing Rules and
SoPs, the same is carried
out through the coordina-
tion between the CBWTFs
and ULBs.

Use of deep burial pits for
disposal of yellow category
waste as per standards pre-
seribed in Schedule IT of Bio-
medical Waste Management
Rules, 2016 may be permit-
ted in the scenario a par-
ticular State does not have
CBTWFs. Additionally, the

blished by ULBs.

generated. Most important-
Iy, every SPCBis mandated
to upload the COVID-19
biomedical waste on the
COVIDI9BWM web-portal
developed by CPCB.

The authors understand

practices which identified
these roadblocks and pro-
vided a solution to demys-
tify the same. Notably, some
of these recommendations
were conceded by the Su-
preme Court and subse-
quently directions were
issued to ensure the compli-
ance of the same.

The EPCA while identify-
ing the key problem which
has led to the increase in
the amount of waste in the
country, stated that, “While
the system for collection of bio-
‘medical waste from healthcare
facilities and registered labora-
tories is well established, in the
case of COVID-19, the biomedi-
cal waste is being generated in
homes and quarantine centers.
This is where the key com-
plication arises, as urban lo-
cal bodies have to track the
‘patients on a real-time basis
and then set up systems
for collection of biomedi-
cal waste from individual
households located in dif-
ferent parts of the city.”

The Apex Court vide its
order dated 31.07.2020, is-
sued a mandate regarding
uploading of data on the
COVIDI9BWM APP, which
provides the statistics of the
biomedical waste sent to a
CBWTE. This direction will
essentially help the CPCB
to keep a track on the treat-
ment of the collected waste.
Earlier, the uploading of
data was not mandatory,
however, now all the civic
hbodies are under a mandate
to be in compliance of the
same.

Additionally, the Apex
Court also directed the
municipal corporations to
send the waste to CBWTF
and not WTE, considering
the fact that WTEs are not
well equipped to dispose

taken by
the local municipal bodies
must remain free from fet-
ters due tothe usage of word
good faith under Section 73
of the Disaster Management

thatactiviti

of the bio-medical waste,
which requires a double
incineration chamber for
its proper disposal. A need
for having a national bar-
code portal for monitoring

Act.But b
accountability. Maybe intro-
duction of defined and well-
articulated rules under the
Actregarding the disposal of
bio-medical wastemay bean
answer to this issue.

TACKLING EFFICIENTLY
OR GRAPPLING:
AREALITY CHECK
Though various guidelines

have been put in place to
fortify ;

the biomedical waste was
also highlighted and in
light of the same, the Union
Ministry of Environment
and Forests and Climate
Change and CPCB were
directed to design a draft
model.

WAY FORWARD

The above directions indeed

hint towards a flickering

light at the end of the tunnel,
i £

for disposal of COVID-19
biomedical waste, however
the concern regarding its
effective implementation
is still very prominent. Re-
cently, in a report dated
27072020, submitted by the
Environment and Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority to the Hon'ble Su-
preme Court, a very depress-
ing picture was brought to
light - manifold increase in
the quantum of COVID-19
biomedical waste in Delhi
(near about 14 times more
generation of waste in July
as compared to May). This
sorry state of affair clearly
leads to the conclusion that
despite having the best of
rules/guidelines, we as a
country are lacking some-
‘where. What are these im-

usage of HW i
may also be allowed if an ex-
ponentially large amount of
yellow color coded waste is

How do we address them?
Pertinently, the EPCA,
recommended certain best

whichis effecti
‘COVID-19 biomedical waste.
Moreover, the readers must
alsotake note of the fact that
India has taken measures
at par with countries like
Germany, China, France in
laying down guidelines for
disposal of waste. The basic
practices such as (i) segrega-
tion of waste - proper label-
ling (i) disinfection of trans-
port that brings the wastelii)
phased incineration, are
universal. Problem here is
not lack of rules on the sub-
ject but the implementation,
itis time that we follow the
guidelines at institutional as
wellas individual levels.
With the spurt in the num-
ber of Covid-19 cases, it is
implied that the waste will
multiply manifold in the
future, however it is in our
hands to reduce the piling
of waste by disposing it of
properly, as they say it: We
areallin this, together.



