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‘WORDLY WISE
DISOBEDIENCE IS THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF
LIBERTY. THE OBEDIENT MUST BE SLAVES.
— HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

DISSENT, TO ORDER

There was areason behind the geography of anti-CAA sit-ins.
By ignoring it, SC constricts definition of the public sphere

HE SUPREME COURT has spoken on the Shaheen Bagh sit-in, in response
toa petition that sought removal of the protestors, whose protest had

In defence of commons

SCorder on Shaheen Bagh fails to recognise this

Permission Raj looms over public spaces, right to protest.

T M KrisuNa

FOR PEOPLE LIVING in the city of Chennai or
followers of Tamil cinema, the word porom-
bolu s not new: An often-heard abuse, it is
used to shame an individual, implying that
heisgood for nothing, useless, unproductive,
and valueless.Inreality, porombokuis abeau-

blocked trafficand the publicway. It whatthe ape
court has tosay. The Shaheen Bagh prolesl islong over, it ended in March.
Butil andinsmall tow: country, where, tak-
inginspiration rom Shaheen Bagh,similar sit-ins had come up o express oppositiontoa

the anti-CAA nhasleftamark —orscar. These
bannersof -and the C
dressed the government and demanded the roll-back of a law that specifically excludes
fast-tracked
e sought to label the ti-national, and even criminalise them.

Ifthe government ‘whichi:

the sit-in continued for as long as it did — the court looks back at them now with an un-
seeing eye. Public protest, it said Wednesday, must be “in designated areas alone” and
“public ways and public spaces cannot be occupied... and that too indefinitely”.

‘With due respect, the court response shows a constricted view of the public sphere.
Even though it had two reports by the interlocutors it appointed to go to Shaheen Bagh,
it doesn'tsee, in the geography of the anti-CAA protes, the bigger plEturE Certainly,itis
to go on with work and play. But in a democracy which assures the right to dissent, this
i surely a negotiation, not inflexible rule. The anti-CAA protests in Shaheen Bagh and in
themini-Shaheen Baghs —in Wasseypurin Dhanbad, Park Circus in Kolkata, Subzibagh
inPatna, or’ iridih, afew —hadaspecificand shared
characteristic: They were located in Muslim-dominated neighbourhoods, even as they
invoked and invited larger solidarities, across communities. Itis not surprising thatinits
effort to make itself heard, and to make the government listen, an embattled minority
should have sought the comfort of its own neighbourhoods.

The onus was on the court to understand why the protesters converged at Shaheen
Bagh, orMohalla to0,thatinademoc-

aword that means “the com-
mons” referring to everything that we —asa
society —own collectively and share with one
another. Rivers, lakes, grazing lands, man-
groves, marshlands and forests are porom-
boku. In the context of the urban, it is our
streets, parks, beaches, graveyards and play-
grounds that all of us have free access to.
These spacesare not privately owned and, in
ademocratic country, everyone irrespective

of religion, caste, or even nationality,
participates in their use. But we also know
that thisis not entirely true. More often than
not, the commons are guarded by religious
bigots, caste armies, or the moral police. Yet,
we fight doggedly for our shared rights hop-
ing to push back the parochials.

Shaheen Bagh stands tall as a battle-
‘ground to save our porombokuu. But the com-
mons that the women protesters and friends
in Shaheen Bagh fought for were not spatial
— they were abstract. They were the founda-
tions on which we have built our entire na-
tion. Equality, equity, fundamentalrights, lib-
erty, justice and secularism are our shared
conceptual poromboku-s. Theyare not the pri-
vate properties of asingle individual livingin
this land; neither are they owned by the ex-
ecutive or judiciary. These are the principles
of our democracy that we cherish and the val-
ues that we defend. The Shaheen Bagh
protests were necessary to push back a -
ernment thatis bent

racy, protest cannot be shaped and designed tofitits, or :
ortaste. A public space must host not just consensus, it must not just be common ground
— it must also give expression to new needs and demands to break old inequiti

Stitutional sou, sing every Mactisvellan
trick in the book.

discriminations. It must be where criticism can be heard of power and of powerful insti-
tutions. The public space must be where the public can stand up, safely and peacefully,
and point out that they are being ignored or minimised. as in the ciizenship law. The
court of dissentinademocracy it

derlined that dissent, by its very , cannot be L.

ENSURE FAIR PLAY

Google vs Paytm lays out the challenge: Competition policy
should safeguard competition, not particular competitors

VER THE PAST Few weeks, founders of Indian start-ups have begunto

rally agai eof US tech, the
Indian market. The immediate provocation was Google s decision to
levya30 per cent forallin-app

inits near tem. Google'sassertion

thatless than 3 per cent of the last year,and of
these nearly 97 per cent were already paying the fee, the move triggered outrage across
the broader start-up ecosystem in India. Paytm launched its own app store to compete
with Google's Play Store. While Google has subsequently deferred its plan, these devel-
opments raise several tricky issues.

Arecentreportby theUs HouseofReprEsemalwe hassaid that Amazon, Apple Google

But the questic fte ked is whether
such protests are also a public nuisance to
those who do not share the same opinion o
just want to go ahead with their everyday
routine.Thisisafairquestion, but needsan-

‘We are now a democratic
country; yet how can we be
blind to the lack of freedom

ciary, does not treat every protest with the
orderandsocial

oyl wherethepalcl s dossnot

apprec jallywl

often manipulated by the state.

While the argument that public move-
mentand normal lfe should not be affected
by protests has value, how can we not factor
inthe utterinequality in the way every insti-
tution views public protest and protesters?
‘Within this labyrinth lies social discrimina-
tion. Public protests or Dalits,

inpower, expectan f;ur-
nessin protest spaceallocations? The consid-
eration will always be: How can we limit s
‘growth, effectand keepitunder our control?
There s lttle value in speaking about public
inconvenience without addressing the limi-
tations thatare placed on our right to protest.

Itis also essential to realise that protest-
ingis often tand cannot be

minorities, women, trans people are viewed
with disdain but none will dare question
protests by powerful caste lobbies, political
parties or the religious majority.

‘The incongruencies do not stop here. In
every city, we are asked to obtain police per-
‘mission for a protest. Inevitably, if the protest
isagainst the government, police or any state
institution, the permission is rejected or de-
layed until the very last moment forcing the
organisers to cancel or rush to the court for

bottled by allocations and permissions. A vi-
tal quality of protestis public awareness and
participation; consequently, publicroads can-
not be off-limits. Unless we are shaken awake
from our slumber by slogans, cheers, de-
mands, songs and hundreds walking the
streets, those of us who complain of disrup-
tionwill never notice the farmer or labourer.

Yes! We are now a democratic country;
yet how can we be blind to the lack of free-
dom and independence and the pervading

and independence and the
pervading fear in the hearts
of so many? The state is an
enormously powerful
machine and, in order to
force a just response,
common people need to
apply collective pressure. In
this tussle, public spaces are
crucial to empower people,
make them heard, and bring
some parity into the
discourse. Therefore, the

relief, C

courts s tiresome, leading citizens to just give
up.Ineffect, protestsare crushed by the state.

fearin somany?Tl
enormously powerful machine and, in or-
derto force a just response, common peo-

addressing this serious countrywide use of
permission raj.Itis not just protests; we strug-

pleneed . Inthis
Tl publicspacesare crucial to empower
people, make them heard, and bring some

parity into the discourse. Therefore, the oc-

cesinpublicspaces.
stion us about the content of the plays or
songs.On one occasion in Chennai, the Caste-
less Collective band was forcedto stﬂpsinging

cupation of hi

have been torn apart by sexual, corporate
and political violence is an important tool
and to treat it as a public annoyance is ma-

asongbec

Sincethe jlkattu protestsof 2017 there s

blanket denial for permission for any gather-
M

joritarian
Thereis no doub that social media plays
a huge role in bringing people together and

ingatCl lain-

tothe collective. Butunless pub-

tenance of | d isused by the stat

occupation of higl by

citizens whose lives have
been torn apart by sexual,
corporate and political
violence is an important tool
and to treat it as a public

¢ is majoritarian

ang ety isnotalevel
fieldand every institution, including me judi-

browbeating.

tostifle At the very same
time, large corporations buy their way into
publicspaces,erect stages hoardings and des-

licspaces.
tions, wewillremainamute democracy.The
Supreme Court had the opportunity to ex-
pand the contours of ts order keeping in

y
houtawhimper from our public bodies. Does
the esteemed court expect us to come to its
doorstep every time these things happen?

Even the idea of designated locations for
protest

butitre-
mained silent and forgot that demacracy
thrives in the poromboku!

Krishnaisa musicanandathor of
: ABrief History of

tes these spaces and on what basis? Inacoun-

Mrdangam Makers

REIMAGINING THE PUBLIC-PRIVATE

Reviving private investment in infrastructure will be key in post-COVID recovery

EL1AS GEORGE

THE STORY OF public-private partnerships
(PPPs) in India has been a chequered one.
‘While we have had some notable successes,
the landscape is also littered with troubled
projects, ranging from ones where unfair risk
allocation by government entities has up-
ended the fortunes of the private partner, to

and I d ‘monopoly power,
ing thatthese companies “had abused their dominant positions,setting and oftendictat-
ing prices arch, advertising,

InIndia, by Google's Android platform. This places
itinaunique position to dictate uch as Google Pay, are al:
competition with Indian firms such as Paytm. Thus there are legitimate c

rules for

to extract more than a fair share of benefits
from the project.

Currently, the quantum of private financ-
ing flowing into the infrastructure sector has
ebbed toaround 20 per cent of the total fund-

i

possible conflctofinterest and abuse ofits dominant market position. The fundamen-

I questionis: He l its market: ? Is

competition being thwarted? And what should be the deterrents to ensure that Google
does not favour its own companies?

Itmustalsobe pointed out that thisis ot alicence-driven monopoly, butonedrivenby

ts. However, nay not exist, it is difficult for new play-

ersto enter, and grab market share, simply because there i not much space for multiple

networks. But couching thi self-reliance or. orerecting

barriers or m(ervenmg 10) pu( in place price: caps oncommissionsis not the answer. Policy

should b

the principle of

JOURNEY AND THE PRIZE

Nobel for chemistry speaks of irrepressible ambition of
science. And tells a story of two women scientists

NAYEARWHEN avirus l\aslaldwastemImmanhubnsandcapablllty theNobel

ing, for Ti-
sis in the non-banking finance sector, the fi-
nancial challenges faced by infrastructure
companies, and the inadequately developed
Indian market forinfrastructure financing, The
EconomicSurvey 2017-18 has assessed India's
infrastructure financing needs at $4.5 trillion
by 2040. Reviving private investment flows
into infrastructure creation to more sustain-
able levels of around 40 per cent will be key
toattaining this threshold.

‘The challenge of ramping up privateinvest-
mentsininfrastructure will need actionon two
fronts: Refreshing institutions and policies for
channeling financing; and providing a stable,
durable, and empowering ecosystem for pri-
vate players to partner with government en-
tities in the task of infrastructure-creation.

Learning from the past mixed experience
of PPPs, we need to reimagine and redesign
the PPP ecosystem along many fronts. The
Vijay Kelkar committee had put outa timely,

practica
prize in chemistry to French and  hauling the PP ecosystem, including gover-
bi-  nance reform, red

American biochemnist Jennifer Doudna s a reminder of the'i

tion of science. In 2012, the twoscientists collaborated to create the CRISPR/Cas9
scissors — a sharp gene-editing tool that has turned out to be more of a Swiss
knife, given its precision in changing the DNA of plants and mic and wide

lesign, and ca-

pacity-building This reportisladenwithem-
d

water-supply to telecom and also enabling
flexibility in project design and execution.

play
tions i PPen- Infra Struc

vironment,fi i

and firm purpose. cessul PBP i o provide sable revenue low

Among the mos[ difficult, but necessary
initiatives, is the need to overhaul the culture
and attitude towards the conjoining of gov-
emmententities and private partners for cre-
ating specific pieces of infrastructure. As the

assurances and a settled ecosystem to in-
vestors over long periods by means of policy
stability, assurances possibly secured by law.
PPP contracts also need to provide for mid-
course corrections given that the ecosystem

Kelkar committee has stated, th dsto
be an approach of give and take, instead of
government interlocutors trying to adopt a
purely transactional approach without ade-

, includ-

ingutilisation patters,aswell asthe creation

of competing infra assets may necessitate a

dynamicapproach toaspectslikeriskand rev-
ing G

‘minimise risk tothemselves by passingonun-
certain elements in a project — like the land
acquisition risk — to the private panner This
attitudinal lawslike

ing the creation of infra projects, and the dif-
ficulty of predicting the stability of revenue
flows over long periods of time, government

the Prevention of Corruption Act are further
tare furtl

that open-ended aangementsthat might
tail

The challenge of ramping up
private investments in
infrastructure will need
action on two fronts:
Refreshing institutions and
policies for channeling
financing; and providing a
stable, durable, and
empowering ecosystem for
private players to partner
with government entities in
the task of infrastructure-
creation.

q

e risk are minimised for

ments,

ha:

forgov-
ernn i

engaging with the private sector. The private

partners also need to be incentivised to focus

onprojectoutcomes, with guard-railsin place
i i Insur

ceptance.

After we emerge out of this pandemic, a
focus area for public policy has to be the cre-
ation of a modern-day, sustainable and re-
silienti that not only improves

risk avoidance by the public entity and rent-

seeking by the private partner are the twin

challengesthat need tobe careflly addressed.
O

the ease of living for all Indians, but also ab-
sorbsamajorityofthemillions of young peo-
ple who enter the workforce every year

handa -

‘would be to aPPP legislation
‘which can provide a robust legal ecosystem
and procedural comfort o the various actors
andstakeholders. Suchlegislation shoulden-

ble polic
andincentivesto privateinvestorswillbekey
toattaining this goal.

global best practices, factoringn the require-
ments of diverse infra sectors ranging from

Thewriter s partner
Infiastructure Government and Healthcare,
KPMG

applicability in medical science.

“This story began in Charpentier's lab, with a microscopic view of the bacteria
Streptococcus pyogenes. What the mentm sawwasa hanenal immune system that re-
peatedlywent ittof RNA. The French
cientist collaborated with Dotidna toreplicat this naturalcefence mechanismin a st

tube, Th rcancer research,
infindi i di well as the murky ilities of it
beinghij ing of d babies, were mind-boggling

The mind alsostruggles to come to grips with another fact:Thatonly seven women
h: 1901,inc awardees.

Inaninterview lastyear, Doudnadescnbed herselfas*a budding feminist”, who had gone
from he did not want“advan-

inher40: i
notgoaway

temiccl Indeed, thelast y

‘was written out of history and science, as the Nobel for medicine went to James Watson
and Francis Crick. From Franklin to Charpentier-Doudna, the tides, hopefully,turning.

B EADAN CU
= =

OCTOBER 9,1980,

FORTY YEARS AGO

PoLIcE IN HOUSE

THE POLICE AND PAC entered the Vidhan
Parishad in Lucknow to help the council
‘guards eject members of the newly formed
United Opposition Front (UOF). The House
had to be adjourned four times for a total of
two-and-a-half hours. One platoon of the
PAC consisting of about 30 men, police su-
perintendent S N Singh, with a posse of 13
policeman, six guards of the council and 18
guards of the the secretariat ejected the
protesting members. The process came toa
halt when Janata member Sarju Prasad be-
came "t ious” and had to be ded

as did members of the Lok Dal, whose de-
recognition as the main Opposition party
was being demanded by the UOP.

INDIANS KILLED IN IRAN
FIVE INDIAN SEAMEN were killed at
Khorramshahr docks during fresh flare-up
of fighting between the Iranians and Iragis
around the docks. The first engineer of a
Romanian ship, Valentin, said that the sea-

reached the Iraqiide safely.

BESIEGED CITY

IRANIAN FORCES CONTINUED to hold outin
the besieged town of Khorramshahr as Iraqi
artillery maintained its steady bombard-
ment of the battered city and the nearby
blazing oil complex of Abadan. The crack of
small arms fire could be beard from
Khorramshahr. where Iraqi troops and tanks

while they were trying to swim to safety
across the Shatt-al-Arab from their ship,
underattack last night. One sur-

to by doctors. Members of the ruling
Congress (1) sat silently watching the scene,

vivorsaid he and 29 other crew members of
his ship ‘Olaneste, which was alsoattacked,

seized control of docksonthe
banks of the disputed Shatt-al-Arab water-
way four days ago. But eyewitnesses said
Iranian forces control pockets in the north-
em part of the town and most of the south
side.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The Rohingya have faced enough hardships and are already living a difficult
life in the camps in Cox’s Bazar as they cling on to hope of being repatriated
to their homeland some day. The last thing they need are incidents of
violence within the camps threatening their safety.” — DHAKA TRIBUNE

The Hathras dead-end

What does the UP government so ferociously seek to protect — after having violated
every possible fundamental right of its people?

KT S TuLst AND
TANESSA PURI

THIS ARTICLE SHALL neither delve into
whether a rape happened or someone sim-
ply went missing while going into the field,
nor the atrocity of dragging someone by their
dupattawhilé injuring their neck and spinal
cord. The authors shall not devote space to
how abominable the incident is. Protestors
shall be buried under pandemic law viola-
tion litigation. A fundamental right to protest
peacefully under Article 19 exists. Despite
being lawyers, we fail to understand the le-
gal violation in a wish to offer condolence
and support to the victim's family. We fore-
seebeing framed as anti-national, seditious,
systemic dismantlers of the Uttar Pradesh
government. We wonder what the govern-
‘ment so ferociously seeks to protect — after
havingviolated every possible fundamental
right of its people?

The Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act is a product of Vishaka v.
Rajasthan. Underneath this case, lies buried
aDalit female victim. Bhanwari used to work
for the Women's Development Programme
in Rajasthan. While campaigning against
child marriage, Bhanwari identified families
in her village who engaged in the practice.
She was successfulin preventinga marriage
in the family of dominant-caste Gujar men.
This led to her rape at her “workplace” — in
afield. She identified Gyarsa Gujar and Badri
Gujar as responsible for raping her.
Bhanwari's husband, Mohan, was also phys-
ically assaulted by the same men. The
Supreme Court chose to expand the defini-
tion of sexual harassment to make it univer-
sally applicable at all sorts of workplaces.
However, the only homage we offer to
Bhanwariis a singular mention of her in the
Vishaka judgment.

A19-year-old Dalit was woman allegedly
gangraped by four men. The incident oc-
curred while the victim was accompanying
‘her mother to the field. She sustained injuries
and died eventually. The police deny the oc-
currence of rape.

“Intersectionality”is about facets of a per-
son’s identity such as gender and caste,
which construct privilege and aid discrimi-
nation. On deconstructing each facet of the
victim'’s identity that makes her more vul-
nerable as a recipient of violence, her caste
stands out. Kimberlé Crenshaw’s traffic anal-

daughters good values. Which lessons on
good values did Bhanwari Devi and the
Hathras victim forget? An ex-MLA from the
ruling party held a meeting in support of
the accused. Some lessons on good values
seem skipped here.

Q. What was the urgency behind crema-
tion? Was it to prevent a second post-
mortem?

‘The hasty and forceful cremation is a vi-
olation of the victim's right to dignity under
Article 21 of the Constitution. This is sup-
ported by the cases of Pt. Parmanada Katara
vs Union of India (1995) and Ramji Singh v.
Uttar Pradesh (2009)

ogy cant here. If the victim
from Hathras stood at a traffic intersection
and each of her identities were separate
roads, it is impossible for us to decipher

Q
thma(emnglhe victin's

Video clips show the district magistrate
pressuring the family to change their state-

whethershewas hitbyatruck
for"caste” or “gender”.Onaladder of oppres-

ment. He is seen intimidat-
ing the family. His role and interests in

sion, being timat the bot-
tom — butthen being Dalitshoves herdown
further.

‘The victim's body was cremated by the
police hurriedly. Videos show relatives

ictim's body need t
be probed under Section 201, Penal Code.

Q Whywere 11-day old worthlesssamples
sentto the forensic laboratory?

throwing tl at the

begging to see the victim. Opposition MPs
have cases against them for violating pan-
demic laws, merely because they led a
protest march to meet the victim's family.
An MLA from the ruling party claims that
rape does not occur if parents teach their

Instead of taking medic:
of the rape victim within 24 hours under
Section 164A, Criminal Procedure Code, the
samples were taken 11 dayslater. The time
lapse between thealleged rape's occurrence
and the time of carrying out the medical ex-
amination renders these samples worth-

The victim'’s body was
cremated by the police
hurriedly. Videos show
relatives throwing
themselves at the ambulance
begging to see the victim.
Opposition MPs have cases
against them for violating
pandemic laws, merely
because they led a protest
march to meet the victim’s
family. An MLA from the
ruling party claims that rape
does not occur if parents
teach their daughters good
values. Which lessons on
good values did Bhanwari
Devi and the Hathras victim
forget? An ex-MLA from the
ruling party held a meeting
in support of the accused.
Some lessons on good values
seem skipped here.

CR Sasikumar
less. The state’s role behind this delay elic-
its investigation. Policing aside, seminal
stains in a victim's body are inessential to
prove rape based on Uttar Pradesh v.
Babulnath (1994).

Ifthe above fails to prove rape, then under
Section 32(1), Evidence Act — solely based
on the victim's dying declaration — the rape
mustbe upheld. Thereisa

Bill of exclusions

Assisted Reproductive Technology Bill raises
constitutional, medico-legal, regulatory concerns.
It needs a thorough review

PrAaBHA KOTISWARAN

UNION HEALTH Minister Harsh Vardhanii in-

embryosuffers from"pre-existing heritable,
life-threatening or genetic diseases”, it can
be donated for research with the commis-
sioning parties’ permission. Thesedisorders
need specification or the Bill rsks promot-
inganimpermissible programmeofeugen-
ics. Prior versions of the Bill regulated re-
search using embryos, which must be
broughtback.

Although the Bill and the SRB regulate
ARTs and surrogacy, respectively, there is
considerable overlap between both sectors.
Yetthe Billsdonot workin tandem. Core ART

troduced the Assisted

Technology (Regulation) Bill, 2020 (Bm) in
the Lok Sabha on September 14. Its aim s to
regulate ARTbanks and clinics, allow safe and
ethical practice Of ART. and protect women
and chil ion. The Bill was

are defined in the SRB but not the Bill.
Definitions of commissioning*“couple” “in-
fertiity”, “ART clinics” and “banks” need to
be synchronised between the Bills. A single

commission surrogacy but
By

the Surrogacy
(Regulation) Bill, 2019 (SRB), which awaits
consideration by the Rajya Sabha after re-

ca 3
boards under the SRBto functionas advisory
bodies for ART, whichis desirable. However,

view by two parliamentary
Fifteen years in the making, the ART Bill is
unsatisfactory and fails to respond to the
needs of the 27 million infertile Indian cou-
ples.

‘The first concern is who can access ART.
‘The Bill allows for a married heterosexual
couple and awoman above the age of mar-
riage touse ARTs. Itexcludes single men, co-
habiting heterosexual couples and LGBTQI
individualsand couples from accessing ARTs.
This violates Article 14 of the Constitution

of

registra-
tionwhichwillresultinduplicationorworse,
lackof regulation e.g surrogacy clinicisnot
required to report surrogacy to National
Registry). Also, the same offending behav-
fours under both Bills are punished differ-
ently + punishments under the SRB are
greater. Offences under the Bill are bailable
butnot under the SRB. Finally, records have
tobe maintained for 10 years under the Bill
butfor25years under the SRB. Thesameac-
tions taken by a surrogacy clinic and ART

and the right to privacy j
Puttaswamy, wherethe Supreme Courthheld
that “the sanctity of marriage, the liberty of
procreation,

clinic{likely attractvar-
ied regulation.

Previous versions of the Bill required in-
between ART banks and ART

dignity of being” concerned all individuals
irrespective of their social status and were
aspectsofprivacy. InNavte o, usice

clinics. There is no such distinction now.
Where gamete donationisnotcompensa
how will ARTBanks be economically viable?

P
and subsidise them through ART services?

same-sex
couples. Unlike the SRB, there is no prohibi-
tion on foreign citizens accessing ARTs.
Foreigners canaccess ARTbutnotIndiancit-
izens nlovingrclationships.hissanilog-

In previous drafts, gametes could not be
gifted between known friends and relatives.
Has this changed since the Bill has shifted to
an altruistic model orgamcm donation?

ical result
of the Constitution.

The ART Bill does not do what it says on
thelabel,

Eitherway, Further,

the Bill's prohibition on the sale, transfer, or

use of gametes and embryos is poorly
i ignandd

Harvesting of eggs is an invasive process
which, if performedincorrectly,canresultin
death. The Bill requires an egg donor's writ-
ten consent but does not provide for her
counselling or the ability to withdraw her

tic parents relying on donated gametes.

‘The Bill requires clinics and banks to
maintain a grievance cell but these will be
one-sided. Clinics must instead have ethics
committees. Mandated counselling services

consentbeforeor un-

on imminent fear of death, every word ut-
tered by a dying person is true. Nobody
wants to meet the maker with a false foot
forward. This is one of the rare cases where

like for
o compensation or reimbursement of ex-
penses for loss of salary, time and effort.
Failing to pay for bodily services constitutes

Podi ¢ o

of the clinic. The

SRB and the Bill impose high sentences (8-
12 years)and hefty fines. The poor enforce-
mentof the PCPNDT Act, 1994, demonstrates
that enhanccd punishments do not secure
—  judges also lack

23 of the Constitution. The commissioning

med)v.al xprts Paens ready sueer-

the dying declraton s avaiable onan au-
diovisual

queslmnand puttothevictimbythe
police officer. The dying declaration does not
need to e corroborated based on Ashabaiv.
Maharashtra (2013). Minor discrepancies in
the declaration can be overlooked due to
pain and suffering of the victim based on
Abrarv. Uttar Pradesh (2011).

And then, I reached a fork/I didn’t know
which needle hurt more/the one that read
“DALIT" or another that read "WOMAN'/I'm
sureIwas not as pathetic a human being, as I

me for medical complications or
0 amount or duration i specified.
The egg donor's interests are subordinated
in a Bill proposed in her name. The Bill re-
stricts egg donation to a married woman
with a child (at least three years old). Even

is preferable to criminal courts. Unusually
theBill requires all bodies to be bound by the
directions of central and state governments
iin the national interest, friendly relations
with foreign states, public order, decency or
morality — being broadly phrased, it under-

here, actis pos-
sibleonlyonceawoman has fulfilled herdu-
tiestothe patriarchal institution of marriage.

Children born from ART donot have the
right to know their parentage, which is cru-
il to their besti rotected un-

India’s daughterjl am what no daughter in
India wants to be/l am the violence your
mother’s pillow hides/and the silence into
which o law confides.

Tulsi is a Senior Advocate and MP,
Rajya Sabha. Puriis an associate at
Tulsi’s chambers

Justice, after Hathras

Widespread, daily crime against women needs more urgent, purposeful response

DEEPAK GUPTA

ONCE AGAIN, the conscience of the nation

331 cases were of rape/gan;

and murder of a young Dalit woman in
Hathras. The crime has been

These have not are hid-
den away in the statistics.

Howwill

by the folly of a midnight cremation by the
police without the family’s permission and
attendance. Every now and then, the country
witnesses such acts. Civil society erupts in
rage. There are protests and candle light
‘marches. Visual, print and social media
record these outbursts of pain. Politicians
blame each other depending upon where the
incident takes place. Instant justice is de-
‘manded and promised. SITs are constituted.
Fast track courts are promised to be set up.
We then gonbacktonormal only toreturn

the policeinvestigate sucha large number of
cases given that their strength is llmltcd
there is no separation of the

a p
circuiting, The case of the December 16 gan-
grapein Delhi 2016 saw repeated opportuni-
ties provided to the accused in the name of
natural justice. The crime took placein 2012.
The accused were hanged in 2020.

by known persons. In India, the position is
madeworsewhen thevictim belongs tothe
SC/ST group, like in the Hathras case.

Ithas often been suggested that to tackle
rape cases, acomplete overhaul of the police
machinery is necessary. But such general

wing with that tasked with maintenance of
law and order, heavy inroads have been
‘madeby and

Delays in of justice were
said to have contributed to the Hyderabad
Police shooting down four accused lastyear.
There was an of public support

resources are simply not enough. Thereisno
examination of what is needed to ensure
proper and timely investigation of rape cases.

How will the fast track courts fast track
trials? Reports suggest poorimplementation
on setting up of fast track courts, anomalies

lo another scene of

and hor reation of infrastruc-

whid
be collectvely ashamed.

While individual and isolated events
cause an uproar, we are missing the wide-
spread and daily nature of this assault and
the immense suffering it is causing. The
promise of quick justice is not met. National
Crime Records Bureaustatistics show thatin
2019, 1,62,741 cases were pending for trial,
an increase of about 17,000 from 2017.
During the year, 18,333 cases were disposed
of, of which 5,822 resulted in conviction. The
rate of conviction s about 27 per cent. 45,536

Il as funds. This includes
theavailability of forensiclabs. The same po-

for such vigilante justice. More such cases
will happen, and will be justified in the pub-
lic domain, if we continue to delay matters
that mustbe brought to alawful end quickly.
Many cases are not reported in this coun-
try because of various reasons — victim sham-
ing, fear of the family knowing, and fear of
reprisals. Concern about law enforcement is
also cited as a factor. Rape is not only a social
tigma,

ot help. We have to list out
specific steps, at each stage.

Asafirst step, we would be able to iden-
tify the more serious cases, where witnesses
are available, conviction appears likely. Such
cases, possibly 30-40 per cent of the cases,
should be specially fast tracked. The min-
istries of home and law and justice receive
quarterly reports. What is done to them,
what reviews take place and what actions
are taken are not known. They should mon-
itor,through a pecial template, on a weekly
basis, the cases which have been prioritised.

well.
The same investigation and judicul proce-
dures will apply. Specific studies must be
done on delays in investigation and trial of
rape cases, particularly the more heinous
ones. There is need for clear of

.
costly, time intensive. How many have the
‘mental strength and resources to report and
follow up? Cases will either notbe reported, or
ifthey are, they will not be followed up. The

The chief tates, chief justices of
high courts, chief secretary, DG Police should
be given the feedback so that they can take
steps, or issue instructions, to expedite in-
vesnganon/ma]s The Chief_ Jusllce could

charade of i d trial will g0 on,

state.

fast track for ion and
trial — the presence of witnesses; examina-
tion of police personnel; issues of fixing
dates/adjournments/cross-examination etc.
Since these cases will not be many, why can't

[ fon. In 201

atrialbe inamonth? The appel-

loser.

Socialreformis,of course, necessary. And
we have to collectively strengthen all the
‘ways in which the position of women in so-
ciety can be improved. In an overwhelming
‘majority of the cases, the victim is attacked

ular]y ‘This will take some of [helrnme bu[

derpreviousdrafts. The Bill requires pre-im-
plantation genetic testing and where the

mines their

‘The Bill raises several constitutional,
medico-legal, ethical and regulatory con-
cemns, affecting millions and must be thor-
oughly reviewed before passage.

The writeris professor of law and social
justice, King’s College, London

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

OPEN OR SHUT?

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Back to
School'(IE, October 8). Since the Centre
is mulling the reopening of schools,
school administrations should call stu-

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

ateat their full

ents. Al this should be keptin check.

AyushiSingh, Agra
‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Back to
School (IE, October 8). The SOPs issued
for a partial reopening of schools for
classes X toXIl aresodetailed thatitwill
be thein the best interest of the schools

MAN,
gf"l“c The [g“"e):"mf'l‘l‘fh"um et“s“'s UNDERDOG AND INSPIRATION:
at parents who still have not paid SATYAMVISWANATHAN

ground reality is that many private
schoolsare asking for full fees from par- @ THE SOFT POWERFRONT
WITH CHINA:

‘SHRUTIJARGAD

can still be salvaged if the Centre can
shedits cussedness and end this impasse

not to announce the The
elaborate manner in which the SOPs
have been issued is clearly to burden
school establishments, as well as the stu-
dents and their parents. Given that the
pandemicis reaching new heights, thisis
anexercisein utilty. Theon-ine system
is working, and it should not be dis-
turbed until the festival

by committing
the GST compensation gap.
SSPaul, Nadia

FIGHT TOGETHER

‘THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Quad meet:
EyeonChins diaseelsrespectorter-
IE, October 7). Thessec-

RaviBhoolchand Jain, via email

CENTRE MUST PAY

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Spirit of
mutuality’ (IE, October 7). State fiscal

ond meeting of the foreign ministers of
the Quad - India,Japan, USand Australia
— inTokyo saw a further movement to-
‘wards formalisation of the platform in
light of growing Chinese assertiveness.
While China's economic rise has cer-

be decided through a *high command
whip TheGST

ly
itis Bejing’s desire to rewrite the rules

of “co-

notonly willa strong message
cerned, but quickdisposal would lakep]acc,
and that will have its own impact.

The writeris former UPSC

operative federalism” and exacerbated
the politicisation of the GST Council. It

that
What's needed is an effecnve regional
counterbalance to Chin:

Vamtam, Chandigarh
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Don't dismiss whines
from homeover WFH

1t had promised liberated workers, lower overheads and productivity gains, but work

JSrom home is causing unease. Even if the office is dying, vital aspects of it need rescue

7 edonot know about the
cconomy, but inother
spheres, wishes dohavea
strange way of coming
true. Before an invisible
monster called coronavi-
rus burst mluour lives, many of us yearned for
an idyll called work from home (WFH). That
snarly commute downtown would be a distant
memory and life would get a chance to balance
the scale against work. Today, if dyslexic read-
ings of “WFH" asa curse are common, it may
possibly be because its strain isbeginning to
show. Indians seem especially overstretched,
going by Microsoft's latest Work Trend Index.
Its survey of over 6,000 information and first-
line workers across cight countries found that
29% of those in India were facing a burnout,
with covid-fear rated as the top stress point,
followed by an inability to keep life and work
apart, aloss of co-worker fellowship, and a
heavy workload {or extra hours). This may
apply toworkers in other sectors 1oo. A
LinkedIn survey revealed that 41% of Indian
professionals felt that working remotely had
gotinthe way ul’lhclr career progression, even
asth rcholo-
gists, meanwhile, have nponcd arangeof
otherafflictions caused by WFH. This is not
how it was supposed to be.

Whileitis human nature to make a virtue

ing going for it. lnllaurl) days, enhanced

was among the gains observed by
several business managers. Suddenly, work-
place overheads that had seemed hardwired
into cost structures went poof. The very idea
ofthe office was declared dead by some
notably by Catherine Nixey inan essay in 1843
magazine—on the argument that it was justa

blip in the evolution of our worklife, an arte-
fact of the industrial age that set up factories
to yank us out of our cosy work spaces at
home. Indeed, the liberation granted by tech-
nology from cubicle farms is not to be scoffed
at. WFH can also be work from anywhere, and
any expansion of choice is to be valued—at
least in theory.

India, however, isa country of poor connec-
tivity, power snap-offs and crowded homes,
by and large. The daily routines of remote
employees have varied contexts. While some
find that WFH has put them at a disadvantage
vis-a-vis their pe women with unfair bur-
dens of domestic chores, for example
are unsettled by a sense of being at the voice-
less end of an electronic leash. Apart from stiff
boss-subordinate relations, many complain of
remote work cultures being alittle too robotic.
Netflix's chiel executive officer Reed Hastings
has been especially vocal about WFH's nega-

ive impact on spontaneity, ideation and thus
prospects. With
non-verbal cues all but missing in work inter-
actions, stray but valuable thoughts may fail to
getarticulated. (-ruup dynamics could suffer.
And then, of cours lhc lost lnchm» uf.m
office buzz. All ]
an mull.lblclmmlllun lhuu);h .A.swc.uhusl
toa post-covid world. Offi
WFH cannot be wished aw:
lations could push many organi
towards a hybrid model even dflt:r the corona
scare goesaway. IF'WFH is to prevail well into
the future, thenit's about time that headsare
knocked together (online, of course) to quell
the anxieties it has thrown up. Digital innova-
tion will have some of theanswers, but not all.
Empathy, of the classic face-to-face kind, may
hold the key.

| THE

| My viEW
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An MSP guarantee won't solve
the problems of Indian farmers

There needs to be a simultaneous rise in procurement if such price assurances are to be of any use

HIMANSHU

Is assoclate professor at Jawaharial Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sclences Humaines, New Delhi

tion of several important issues, includ-
ing improvement of the accessibility
andefliciency of APMC mmulu

Sohow for

tral pool on 1 July was 94 million tonnes,
asagainst the buffer requirement of 411
milontonnes. Stocks on Sepcanber

b 1

MSP-based procurement? 1t has gained
traction because it remains the only vis-

a7y
even though the bulfer norm for 10cto-
berisonly 30.8 million tonnes. With

suppo
ure. With the withdrawal of
s an diesel and complex fertilis-

for paddy already under-
way. the stocks will likely crass 100 mil-
lion Iumus by the end of this year.

ers, MSP pi pe
farmers realise better prices, at least for
the crops that are procured by the gov-
ernment. These are mainly wheatand

justa
financial burden on the government,
but also create inflationary pressures by
withdzaw uk@mnlul foodgrin stocks

t continue in different parts of the
country. Their concern s largely that
the proposed Farmers'
and Commerce (Prom

Forriceand wheat, MSP peocure-

rice, even askel The
for 23 crop beenth istril i llu
sional procurement of other cropsas | case ofother crops mm- pauch dsribu-
? smneragituionsaganaithethice | wel bu and cailable. Also,
have been regionally restricted. ke ragional procrsmentlise

quud unuumm ntal lmh.nl.uku with

ment is feasible b

foodgrain requirement undu the
National Food Security Act (NFSA). But
even. f«x l)n-.« inrecent

lelunh\ﬂ 2020 (FPTC
ltural Produce “om-

mittee (APMC) mandis irvelevant.
These concernsare valid, given the
xperience of states that have diluted or
abolished APMC mandis. Buta related
concern, at beast among farmers in Pun-
jab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, isalso
the fear that the new bw will m!uu the
scope of minimum s\lppol(
MSP) gh not

than what's
m‘vdud Last year, FClprocured 51.4.
million tonnes of rice and 39 million
tonnesof wheat, far exceeding the
requirement under the NFSA_ The pro-
curement of wheat was almost entirely
by the five states of Punjab, Haryana,

uing to grow rice tk‘s;nlelhl.' conse-
quencesof water and soil depletion.
The demand for guaranteed MSPs is
only usefulif there & also correspond-
ing procurement. Otherwise, such 3
guarantee is meaningless. The limita-
tion of the MSP procurement system is
not just about it be ible for only a
few crops, but akso the regional pro-
curement skew, which leaves the major-
nall

Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Prad
Rajasthan. For rice, the lop seven states

farmers, al lhv mercy of the market in

diared by Lunwumm.u other states,
it has Jed to demands by major political
parties for the government to guarantee
MSP procurements.

While the law does not make any
such mention, there are no changes in
the government's position on MSPs and
the procurement of foodgrains by the
Food Corporation of Indis (FCI). Farm-
ery’ fears stem from the possibility of
FClprocuring grain from traders who
would have bought it cheaper from
open markets, where there will be no
levy of commission and taxes, unlike at
APMC mandis. 1Us likely tha
demand will find fesonance in states

for 8% of
“The total foodgrain stock in the cen-

s
QUICK READ

Demands for an MSP guarantee
arerisng butitwouldnot leadto
better price realsatiors for
farmers unless procurementis
ako raised. That looks unikelyas

{suppo &
ment. Stll, the MSP demand continues
since itis the only support available to
farmers ata time when Iarm).,.xlcprucs
for most crops are declini

Also, bacause pnu'sxu' hhl» togo
down further due to weakened demand
in the economy and a sustained rise in
input prices, MSP-based procurement
isunlikely to offera solution for the low
price realisation of most agricultural
produce. With government finances

strained, lies in improving
aceess to private markets and making

that are the bigge the
MSP-based procurement regime. How-
ever, ithas also contributed to the dilu-

Despite their flaws, APMC them more reliable and transparent.
mandss offer functional agri Despite their Daws, APMC mandis do
markets. What weneedis help farmers. What [ndia nee
P xctureand i i
betterregulation infy d ri
systemmore efficient. well, not weaken the existing system.
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When you feel passionate
about your work, you do
not set rigid boundaries
between work time and
personal time, because

the work itself is personal.

LARRY SMITH

-

When birthdays stand for a year of living umdentzﬁably

SUSHMITA BOSE

F o ther than duri

This )mf. however, it lurncd outtobea

uulhum But strangely, 1 didn’t mind his

Seald i the it

ll wasa refresh-
ing break

{ preteny

L

 sing|
flag the process once a yed

vanity just

is 3 joumalist, ecitor and
the authar of 'Singe In The

need for red-letter days replete with wine
and roses? As 1 got older {and wiser), on

Thave—othes than spot-jogsingto YouTube
tutorials on the u-1|> —lived in 3 segue of

h the “being
fed” experience. Gosh, how many of these
hmlu:‘xfy bashes I've sttended. and then

yourdoorstep, when you
amlxm.-lv outofbed screaming “Surpriser
But I did sdd that even roses all the way
weren't a fetching enough proposition 10
make me want (o retract my wish: give me

On my birthday eve, we weee having 1

vodka or orange juice
(dependingonwhether
Jeahol friend

City. many, many inflected “Many happy | seemslike itwas only yesterday llull(w.nss or a teetotaller), does
returns” phone calls, 1d sigh and think 1o | May. and 1 had called up temperamental | bottoms up and then
myself, “Yet anotheryear went by Once | b him, and be yelled at me, ask- ds to daintidy tuck

done with pl i ing, “Why into finger food they've

days, nights, weeks,

QUICK READ
This year, wedid nothave any

look back on this year,
what jumps to mind?

lines. Fd resign myself o evening “celebra-

‘What's there to feel good ab

Twantto

ithe

has one chapter

Staying at home. Being

senseof tmepassingby Why  scared. Losing track of

ted  time. Fi ing dates,

fromthestory of our Iives—with ~ What's there to cele-
nathing to show for i£? beate?”

“Talk about givingita

 miece, me. TM con-

awdry and full of
my brother snidely com-
mented there are anly s couple ofhouss left
for et another milestone in my rapid stride
towards senior citizenship, my father could
barely hear him.

“Whose bithday didyousay itistomor-
demanded to know ina disembod-

d.n) ‘O!lrm.lsu“rsuflnhldlﬂs mulllplbu Living as we are undw the shadow of | zoomed out muttering, “What the hell was
I‘()M( tha
i wmmw v candles hasbeen § 1 was chatting with 3 cousin, and as I | backmywasted year.
childhoad mm.uvs, not for o mslanl did 1 ponder | tically rei 4 hat referred dabout th bility
L ,wmnl--um En toas“tedi .0 s, in | di birthdays, he ot “But
o s gifts and 3 nor- vmhmmng "l fact 1 wa&qullr mufrd 1didn't haw Wi-Fiisavaila- | don'ty h y
v bk- mm-m- group vids ks wh ourbest ke y Al "!umly m:n
days 1o be big bores. When we are ageing lhv has one chapter been d«lua«l lmm isolated, i individuals play “pretend h s
by v o my life—with nothing o show | partying”. Everyonesits alone (ar asa cou- | a bit like that Air Supply song, 1 told him.
inabonfireof | forit? ple} at atable and holds faking Love Owt Of
his s The year' b k up  shot glass full of [T Nothing At All. “When I

i .

“Hers, your daughter's” my brother
responded. “My God!” my dad seemedto be
:pukllgﬁomumwspma'lhxllmdb for-
our/ber birthday. Which

tions"— Im I, by |l|e end ul‘(he d;.\ I'd | forget thisyear, dump it mloag.nﬁngu bin, | menu may or may not we contnuetocelebrate he laughed October already? Damn

actually .And' fushit ' help- decided). thismaybe  sheepishly. Well, thereis | andblast this virus!®

toast to the year gone by andthe one loom- inginany way! And yes. I' ve become crazier | There is usually a cake becauseofFOMO. orthefearof  onegood spin, 1 offered: Not such a bad thing you'd forgotten, 1

ingup. and crankier uun ever, lhanlu o corona. that'scut by the birthday missngout. But these getting fresh flowers at wnnu-d (ou-(l him. Iwant to forget it myself.
It 1 . uwmm boy or girl, and huge Zoomeals  hame, byan hday mi mmk 1did enjoy the

kept repeating itself. But more than any- | ingover fanfare follows withsli-  and t's never easy’ adul runner, | g h

thing else, it was a tryst with time. L:m.-t hedid call up to apologize for his | ces being held upin air celebratory moad. instead me, Jeli
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Shareholder valueisn’t past its
sell-by date asacorporategoal

Effortsby managementsto pleaseall stakeholdersrather than just their own shareholderscould end up pleasingnoone

is professor of finance at the University of
Chicago Booth School of Business

ith the covid pandemicrein-
forcing concernsabout eco-
nomicinequality, left-behind
communities, discrimination,
and climate change, thereis
increasing pressure on corpo-
rationsto domore than sell agood widget at an
affordable price. Responding to the changing pub-
licmood, the USBusinessRoundtable declared
last year that, “Each of our stakeholdersisessen-
tial. Wecommit todeliver valuetoall of them, for
thefuture successof our companies, our commu-
nities, and our country.”
But thisway of framing theissueisunhelpful. A
corporation’s stated objectives should help guide
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The gem has a calligraphy scroll by Mao Zedong and isworth millions. >

The precious Mao gem that got hawked for $65

calligraphy scroll by former Chinese leader Mao Zedong estimated to be
worth 1sof inhalf after it

monthinahigh-
profileburglary in Hong Kong, police said. The scroll wasfound damaged when
> NG, P > 4

property. The South ChinaMorning Post, quoting an unidentified police source,
reporled that the scroll was cut in two by abuyer who had purchased it for 500

thescroll feit. Amordmg
toouri that ” TonyHo,
senior superintendent ofmepononrgamzed Crimeand Triad Bureau, saidata
newsconference Tuesday.

AP

Asleep tracker that programmesyour dreams

tobeablet

dreamsby making
hem imagine certain topics, similar to lucid dreaming. R&arche(sal MIT

Medialab'sFluid Inter targel

(TDI TDI usesan early ki tocon-

s:\ousyswapewhanheSeepef will dream about. Hypnagogia—the earliest sieep

It stagein termsof br

i moe, however ill hear

Assuch, subjects
atanappro-
priatetime. Thesleep tracker, called Dormio, “deliversaudioat thecorrect times,
and recordsaudio of dream reports”, according to author Adam Haar Horowitz.
Thelndependent

itschoices. I all stakeholdersare essential, then — Digital toolscould be gmlty of discrimination
noneare. In an attempt to please everyone, the
BusinessRoundtable will probably end up pleas- interpreted asacrediblereflection of thelong For example, when Googlewithdrew from auUS omen with darker skin ar i1 photo:
ingno one. Recent the | term.By instead of tryingtoboost | government program to develop artificial intelli- fail UK passport y skinned
corporationsthat signed ontothegroup's“stake- | short-term profitsby sacrificing thelongterm, cor- | gencefor military purposes, it signalled that its men, ‘Oneblack sudent told
holder capitalism” statement have been more porate managerswould do better toexplain their tant than her ach thegovern-
likely tolay off workersin responseto the pan- strategy and encourage investor patience. And if theinterestsof alarge, lucrative client. Asaresult, ment website. Th\ssmwshcfw ‘systemic racism” can spread, Elaine Owusu said.
demic, and lesslikely todonatetorelief efforts. market analystsdonot buy their argument, per- all TheHomeOffi their passpor y.“The

Nevertheless, hapsthey and ne may | senseof interests. [helps] our i ngmlheﬂrsﬂme
propounded by Nobel \aureaeeconomliMlllon beinorder. It dsto )me cor por ati i fur- id “Over £
Friedman wrong?Friedman’sr decide. Th i ther, such asby guide- p “Wewill

y —term view. linesin Collective gfor apassport al”

their duty isto maximize profits—and thusthe about serving all stakeholders need [not] beissued. | actsof corporate noblesseobligeareworrisome: BBC

embra;ed inthe United Satesand the United

Thereal problem with Friedman’sformulation
isthat nomatter how correct itistechnically, the

guidelinesthat large playerscan easily meet may
keep out smaller market entrants, and nobly inten-

d the past 50 year: fact that it tioned form “cartels”

mlimdersood Tomany observers, Today' isti ker: pliers. Assuch, it would bebetter if corporations

businessesshould favour millionaireinvestorsat | acceptit. Theironicimplication pressed elected governmentsto
long-term worker of thisisthat corporationsthat (1] ] regulate.

Yet, thereisadeeper argument for Friedman’s
view, based on therecognition that managerswill

announceacommitment only to
maximizing shareholder value

QUICK READ

Finally, thereisthegrowing
issueof corporate political influ-

not necessarily favour

riskd

shareholders. Because shareholders get whatever
isleft over after debt holdersarepaid their interest
and workerstheir wages, management can maxi-
mizeshareholders' “residual claim” onlyifit

encies, which will beralected
adversely intheir

raised callsfor

covid have Many stake-

Thisiswhy, asarecent
McKinsey & Company report

stakeholders, but thismay bea
result of afaulty understanding

weigh inonissuessuch asthe
restrictionson LGTBQ#rightsin
someUSstates Generally speak-

rporate pie. T
that management must satisfy everyone else
beforelookingtoshareholder interests, it already
doesmaximizevaluefor al.

True, somewould counter that theimperative to
noosquanerlypmfnsleadsmmscumngina.es

training. Butif

maxlmlzethars‘\ars value, theywul lramwork-
acticesfrom their

suppuecs and foster lasting r cus-

shows, of F

ing, inter

becoming “purpose-driven.” centric view. pany'shusinessinterestsraise
Amongthebenefitsarestronger questionsof legitimacy: Whose
revenuegrowth (by attracting Whilethe .

socially i ?But managers
greater cost reduction (such as broader corporate goals, were appointed for their compe-
through energy or water effi- managements should be tencetorun thefirm, not their

ciency), and better worker
recruitment (making “doing
jood” erk)

tomersinstead of ripping them off. Put another
way, even if CEOsdo focusprimarily on sharepri-
ces, that doesn’t mean the stock market only
rewardsactionsthat boost thisquarter'searnings.
Amazon showed little profit for years, but isthriv-
ingbecauseit invested somuchin itsbusiness.
Moreover, when quarterly resultsdo affect share
prices itisoften becausethe short term hasbeen

Noneof these targetsisat oddswith the objec-
tive of maximizing shareholder value. Corporate

cautiousin adoptingthese.

political views. Sakeholders?

Corporationsshould be careful here. Whilewe

Thismicrowave-like UV cabinet can zap corona

" cabinet that zap:
have gadget as manufacturers tap into demand for professional levels of
hygieneinthehome. TheU! ,which
cogts£ B9, isoneof arange of anti-¢ oormawrusapphmosbangpu&onthemaka
brand Beko. box,
UVlight, could becomeafixturein British hallwaysThede'\noecan beuﬁdw kill
bacter facesof personal
bagsandtoysTheF range, which dsoi i disin-
fection drawer and tumbledryer, wasrushed into production after apoll of Beko
customersin 31countriesfound widespread concernsabout domestic hygiene.
TheGuardian

A‘woke’ culturethat threatenssocial progress
set back social progressby al minorities

e
icti an fakear" inj ned.

Which set and on what basis? Helen iated acad | absurd
werenever ittingly p i
or j the*woke” per acad
politics, eryday inter represents

pr
ernment actions, and cor
welack robust mecha-

onlyinsofar asit itical

If pur
one, however, it will mlroduceanlmposbleslan-
dard and backfire. Thekey isfor

take on traditional government roles. Until wedo,

make clear how it will choose between d\ﬂe(en[
congtituencieswhen trade-offs must be made.
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risk crossngthelimitsof public acceptance. Better
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“theworst of our nature”. Cynical Theorieswriter MsPluckrose told the Planet
Normal podcast with columnistsAllison Pearson and Liam Halliga, that theideol-
ogy of identity politics will damage societal progress by inflaming tribalism
between genders, sexualities, and races.

TheTelegraph

Theanxietyand nostalgia of lit festsin timesof covid

RAHUL ACOB

- -
isaMint columnist and a
former ‘Financial Times'

request to Nasreen to give her daughter
“courage” ended in sobs—totheembarrass-
ment of .When

January without JLF. After days of alter-
nately working-shirking from home, peer-

itwasover, another American woman said
that by allowing Martel somuch Q&Atime,
the moderator had been a perpetrator of

ewliterary ewereas

ill-fated asHong Kong'sin 2003. It got

underway just asthesevereacuteres-
piratory syndrome (SARS) was migrating
from southern Chinato Hong Kong. V.S
Naipaul, among others, cancelled afort-
night before the event. One panel discus-
sion stood out for itstopsy-turvy before and
after. An obscure Turkish writer also pulled
out because of SARS, which had amuch
higher fatality rate than covid, leaving the

i writer T eenanda
British writer, widely discredited for his
coverage of the HIV epidemic, asthe only
twowriterson thepanel. Yann Martel, the
Canadian author of Lifeof Pi,whowasin the
audience, asked spirited questionsthat took

what the*oppres-
sion of women by men.” (The panel was
actuallytitled “Writing for Change”). | was
theinept moderator.

Attheir best, literary festival panel discus-
sonsareahybrid of agreat dinner party and
apost-graduate class at atop university.
When they go off therails, they can seem
like retired Lutyens' Delhi bureaucrats
making pointlesspoints, or even apsycho-
therapy session. But, theywiden horizonsin
abipolar world of shoutingmatcheson TV
and strident WhatsApp warriors. Our
national strength as talkers, rather than
doers,issuddenly nolonger ahandicap. Lit-
festslikely date back to onein semi-rural
Englandin 1935, but amost everyone over-

in by Zoom seemsa
continuation of another work day without

Atwood, hasdonesurprisingly well. Shashi
Tharoor’s recent session for JLF London
attracted more viewersthan half-a-dozen

with live audiences and physically-dis-
tanced spectatorship, allowing 1000 fansin
astadium of 15,225. Even that small band

yearsat aJLF satelli at the British

And | cannot
son who wishes people would switch to
other aternatives after Zoom, owned by a
Chineseentrepreneur in California, admit-
ted to suspending accountsof pro-democ-
racy activists in Hong Kong at Beijing's
request thisJunebut promised nottodoit
again. Sanjoy Roy, who, alongwith Namita
Gokhale and William
Dalrymple, has taken ]
JLF to Colorado, Hong
Kong and Adelaide,
sounded surprisingly
upbeat this week. “We
are very clear that we

QUICK READ

Inthese covid times, one can't
help but missthe charm of lit
festsand live sports. Some of

Yet,inatelling statistic that revealshow
distracted we are when we “connect” via
videoconference, Roy says the average
viewer stayed for lessthan 20 minutes of
each session. By contrast, it isfive years

ear pre-
quarlerlmal pitting US Open champion
Dominic Thiem against the 239-ranked
Frenchman Hugo Gaston. That match was
much more exciting than the tortured
men’sfinal of the USOpen, which did not
allow spectators. Instagram appearances

sincel

Indian and
Sheldon Pollock before
2,000 peoplein Jaipur;
riveted, | stood all
through and remember
it asif it were yesterday.
At another JLF event, |
camein from amorning

anaudi them.In
the past few weeks, my most memorable
moment courtside hasbeen admiring the
consistency of anationally-ranked wheel-
chair tennis player, ShilpaK.P., at Benga-
luru's Topspin TennisAcademy. And, for all
thevirtua drinks| have had viaSkypewith
friendsin Delhi, Coonoor and Sydney, the

turns,as  walk creek

television-
styled production stan-
dards’ even after the

attest, but they
also stay etched in our memory.

and fell under the spell,
assages do in myths, of
Shabnam Virmani sing-

real treat

from afriend on theterrace of an empty res-
taurant thisweek. Heurged metoread Isa-
bel Wilkerson’s book, Caste, which likens

apart the former Sunday Timesreporter's | seasagreesthat theJaipur Literary Festival | threat of covid passes, Kabir. Amer
reporting on HIV and separa!ely madean | set thegold standard globally. Instead of Y JLF'sBrave A( work and play, we | overturning castehierarchies, the*human
eloquent casefor , which g icey tickets New World i that no ided gigcan  aresocial yet alsosensory | pyramid encrypted into usall”. Viewing
Naseen form of patriar- in rock-concert sized fest.org/bnw), with  hopetomatch,nomatterhow  animals. Over the past | sourdough picson Instagram or watching

chy. Reflecting on the“loneliness” of writ-

p
12000 on themain lawn of Diggi Pelace.

ing, one overwrought 's

iting toimagine aJaipur

authors such as Orhan
Pamuk and Margaret

well digital toolskeep us

fortnight, the French
Open i

aithors viaZoom couldn't compare with
either
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Scissoring the DNA

The huge potential of the gene-editing tool
decided the chemistry Nobel

hat scientists who pioneered the revolutionary
TCRISPR-CasS gene-editing technology, the big-

gest game-changer in biology in recent years, will
win the Nobel Prize was never in doubt; it was only a
question of when and who would get recognised for the
work done to develop the tool. The Prize awarded to
Emmanuelle Charpentier and Jennifer A. Doudna, just
eight years after they developed the tool, has finally
ended the speculation of who would win it. But most
importantly, this year’s Prize for chemistry has created
history by honouring an all-woman team. It all started
when Dr. Charpentier discovered an RNA molecule that
is part of bacteria’s ancient immune system — CRISPR-
Cas — wherein clustered repeated sequences produced
by bacteria can remember and destroy viruses by cleav-
ing their DNA. Teaming with Dr. Doudna, she recreated
the bacteria’s genetic scissors in a test tube and simpli-
fied the tool to make it easier to programme the system
to precisely cut specific sites of interest in any DNA, in-
cluding humans. While the tool is most often used to
‘make a cut in the DNA, newer approaches are being at-
tempted to add or make minor changes to the DNA. All
these approaches may at some time in the future make
it easy to “rewrite the code of life”.

The gene-editing technology has opened up a vast
window of opportunity. In the last six years, the tool
has enabled scientists to edit human DNA in a dish and
early-stage clinical trials are being attempted to use the
tool to treat a few diseases, including inherited disor-
ders/diseases and some types of cancer. Though in
2016 China began the first human clinical trial to treat
an aggressive form of lung cancer by introducing cells
that contain genes edited using CRISPR-Cas9, the use of
the tool has so far been limited to curing genetic diseas-
es in animal models. Last year, a Chinese researcher
used the tool to modify a particular gene in the embryo
to make babies immune to HIV infection, which led to
international furore. Though no guidelines have been
drawn up so far, there is a general consensus in the
scientific and ethics communities that the gene-editing
technique should not be used clinically on embryos.
Unlike in the case of humans, the tool is being exten-
sively used in agriculture. It is being tried out in agricul-
ture primarily to increase plant yield, quality, disease
resistance, herbicide resistance and domestication of
wild species. The huge potential to edit genes using this
tool has been used to create a large number of crop va-
rieties with improved agronomic performance; it has
also brought in sweeping changes to breeding technol-
ogies. The gene-editing tool has indeed taken “life
sciences into a new epoch”.

Avoidable uncertainty

Appointment processes for critical financial
policy roles need an overhaul
The Reserve Bank of India will release its third bi-

monthly monetary policy statement for 2020-21

on October 9, instead of October 1 as originally
envisaged. This will be at the culmination of a three-day
review of the pulls and pressures in the economy by the
monetary policy committee (MPC). The review began
on Wednesday instead of September 29, after the RBI
had to reschedule it on the eve of the meeting following
the government’s failure to appoint its three nominees
to the six-member committee. This is the first such in-
stance of the RBI deferring its bi-monthly review in re-
cent years. That the terms of the government’s first set
of MPC nominees would expire at the end of August was
known from the time it was constituted four years ago.
Also, the MPC’s meeting schedule is released by the
central bank in April. Even if the hunt for new members
was disrupted by the pandemic, the government had
ample time to expedite these appointments after Au-
gust 6, when the last policy review took place. The new
members — academic Ashima Goyal with interests in
the interplay of fiscal and monetary policies, noted
agriculture economist Shashanka Bhide, and former
SEBI member and financial markets scholar Jayanth R.
Varma — are unexceptionably good picks who would
lend a holistic world view to the MPC’s deliberations.
However, for their first meeting, they would have had
effectively just 24 hours to prepare.

In normal times, one could put this avoidable delay
down to bureaucratic lethargy, but these are not nor-
‘mal times. A lot has transpired since the last policy re-
view; official data revealed a 23.9% contraction in the
economy in Ql, jobs and incomes remain under pres-
sure, and inflation continues to reign above the 6% up-
per limit of the price stability mandate agreed to in 2016
by the RBI and the Centre, which entailed the setting up
of the MPC. The government has for now stuck to its
z12-akh crore borrowing plan, which includes space for
‘unforeseen’ spending. Also, States need to borrow
more in the coming months including to meet GST
compensation shortfalls. An almost casual approach to-
wards continuity in such an important policy review
body, at a time when markets are keen to know India’s
fiscal and monetary stance and the RBI’s inflation and
growth projections for the year, is unacceptable and
sends a clumsy signal to global investors. Some lateral
thinking may be needed to conjure up fresh stimulus
measures for the stuttering economy, but policy man-
darins should not lose sight of routine decisions. With
the last two RBI Deputy Governors’ vacancies being
filled after protracted gaps of about six months each,
appointment processes, especially for critical financial
policy roles, are clearly in need of an urgent overhaul.
And the government could surely burnish its standing
among investors if it mandated explanations and stric-
tures for missed timelines as part of such a revamp.

Hathras, a new phase in the caste atrocity narrative

The caste-rape itself has been brushed aside; instead, the responses to it are being labelled as instigating a caste war

MARY E. JOHN &
SATISH DESHPANDE

\he gang rape that took place
T cently in Bul Garhi, a tiny

village near Hathras in Uttar
Pradesh, marks a new phase in the
eventful history of rape-as-caste-
atrocity in the 2Ist century. The
idea of the caste atrocity is itself a
product of the last quarter of the
20th century. The new republic
took some time to realise that
nothing is changed by granting
passive legal rights to people who
are actively treated as unequal.
This is especially true when the
responsibility for the enforcement
of these new rights rests mainly
upon those who believe that the
old inequalities are part of their
legitimate caste-inheritance.

Criminalising the ‘legitimate’

A provisional answer to this dilem-
ma emerges through the notion of
the caste atrocity, and a new law —
the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 (https://
bitly/25CkWIQ) . The Act high-
lights the truth that an extraordin-
ary law is needed to criminalise
practices that were considered or-
dinary and leglllmale not so long
ago. The term “atrocity”, like its
predecessor “untouchability”, is
not defined in the law, which only
refers to a list (under Section 3 of
the Act) of practices — ranging
from extremes such as being
forced to eat excreta, to varied
forms of routinised humiliation

and discrimination, including eco-
nomic boycott, social exclusion,
sexual violence and political dis-
enfranchisement.

The difficult process of redefin-
ing (some) traditional practices as
modern crimes is where we must
begin in order to understand the
place of rape within the larger
spectrum of the caste atrocity. In
rural society, the sexual “availabil-
ity” of lower caste women to u
per caste men is included in the
tangible forms of caste capital that
go with tangible forms such as
land or wealth. Tensions arise
when intangible caste entitle-
ments begin to meet resistance
rather than resignation. Upper
caste outrage at being robbed of
an inheritance is forced to adopt
an oblique dog-whistle kind of lan-
guage that must, paradoxically,
deny the relevance of caste and
highlight the agency of the lower
caste woman, albeit in biased
ways. In response, lower caste
rage against accumulated humilia-
tions is compelled to insist on the
perennial presence of caste and its
unique pathology above all other
co-morbidities. These reactions
are  neither  equal  nor
symmetrical.

Patterns of denial
Contemporary thinking on caste-
rape was jump-started by the infa-
‘mous 1995 judgment of the Raj
than High Court in the Bhanwari
Devi gang rape case, which held
that upper caste men could never
rape a lower caste woman because
they would not touch her. By expli-
citly invoking caste to deny rape,
the judgment provided an instruc-
tive and stark contrast to the per-
sistent denial of caste in rape cases
involving Dalit women, especially
after the Prevention of Atrocities
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Act came into force.

‘The classic instance of caste de-
nial was the Khairlanji case of
2006. Anand Teltumbde’s (The
Persistence of Caste: The Khairlanji
Murders & India’s Hidden Apar-
theid) careful reconstruction esta-
blishes the undeniable centrality
of caste in the ongoing enmity bet-
ween Surekha Bhotmange, a Ma-
har woman, and her Kunbi oppo-
nents. Surekha’s assertiveness and
the upward mobility of her family
had narrowed the social distance
between the two castes to a level
that was unbearable for the domi-
nant Kunbis. Following the horrif-
ic sexual assault and murders of
Surekha, her daughter and two
sons, the Nagpur High Court judg-
ment insisted that it was a revenge
killing that had nothing to do with
caste.

The ‘Nirbhaya’ impact
The next phase in the evolution of
caste denial arrives with Delhi’s
‘Nirbhaya' fatal gang rape in De-
cember 2012. Between 2012 and
2013, neighbouring Haryana wit-
nessed a relentless succession of
rapes, gang rapes, sexual assaults
and murders of Dalit women and
girls, significant enough to be re-
flected in National Crime Records
Bureau data. Public and media res-

ponses to the Haryana rapes were
muted in the face of all the atten-
tion to the Delhi gang rape, but
they were not silenced, as they
had been initially in Khairlanji. Ha-
ryana did see local mobilisations
by Dalit activist groups and sup-
port from some Delhi-based Dalit
and women's organisations. Sever-
al cases were successfully filed
despite opposition from the all-po-
werful Jat community, to which
most of the accused belonged. A
ccommon tactic of the accused was
to try and turn every rape case in-
to one of consensual sex, and ev-
ery murder into suicide. This was
accompanied by the denial of
caste regardless of the identity of
victim or perpetrator. When out of
court settlements or compromises
failed, caste details were invaria-
bly removed from the records, and
the Prevention of Atrocities Act
was not allowed to be applied.

The recent Bul Garhi case
seems to be breaking with earlier
patterns. In an eerie coincidence,
its as yet unnamed victim died on
September 29, exactly 14 years af-
ter Surekha Bhotmange and her
children were killed on September
29, 2006. In continuity with the
past, we have a Dalit (Balmiki)
young woman allegedly raped,
battered, maimed, and left to die
by dominant caste (Thakur) men,
and the familiar initial attempts at
cover-up and denial. But everyth-
ing else is a contrast.

The State’s response

Instead of acting as passive facilita-
tors for the accused as they have
usually done, the police here take
on the role of an active accom-
plice. In what later proves to be a
decisive moment, they forcibly
cremate the body and do not allow
the family to conduct the last rites.

Keeping vigil even during unusual times

With corruption likely in pandemic management, the CAG's

)
¥

K.P. SHASHIDHARAN

he latest India-specific data
Ton COVID-19 infections is

alarming. With the nation
spending substantial resources to
manage the pandemic, what is the
role of the supreme audit institu-
tion of India, the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) of India?

In this context, the move, in Au-
gust, where the Karnataka State
Legislature’s  Public ~Accounts
Committee (PAC) directed the CAG
to conduct a special audit into the
purchase of COVID-19 equipment
within 15 days, and where the PAC
chairman H.K. Patil ‘chaired a
meeting of the panel and instruct-
ed the CAG to constitute a special
team of its to get the

tors, masks and other equipment
at prices higher than those prevail-
ing in the market is a serious one.
The opportunity to indulge in cor-
mpuon exists in disaster manage-

to

mendations can contribute im-

save lwes and reduce sufferings
are a chance to obfuscate rules
and procedures, and can happen
in all three tiers of governance —
the Union, the States and Union
Territories, urban local bodies, ru-
ral local bodies and government
agencies engaged in procurement
at all levels. Mr. Patil has also peti-
tioned the Karnataka State Human
Rights Commission alleging the
violation of rights of people during
treatment.

If all the major purchases by go-
vernment entities at all levels are
audited by the CAG, there can be
substantial improvement in disas-
ter management. It will usher in
better transparency, ~ integrity,
honesty, effective service delivery
and compliance with rules and

audit of all purchases of COVID-19
equipment’ highlights the role and
significance of the national audit
office in these unusual times. The
panel also asked the (‘AG to ‘con-
duct an audit of in-

and governan
A constitutional mandate

The CAG has the inescapable con-
stitutional and statutory mandate
and responsibility to ensure public
il ef-

curred by the State government
under the State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF). The government
had used the SDRF amount for
purchase of equipment in various
districts’.

Opportunity for graft

The political allegation that funds
(to the tune of 22,000 crore) were
siphoned off to purchase inferior
quality of personal protective
equipment kits, sanitisers, ventila-

fective service delivery and good
governance. The management of a
pandemic is not an exception to
this; though in the expediency of
saving lives and alleviating suffer-
ing, there can be reasonable ex-
ceptions to compliance with esta-
blished rules and standard
operating procedures in procure-
ment. People’s health is a priority
audit theme and so is big-ticket pu-
blic expenditure.

The CAG has issued an order
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creating a new vertical - health,
welfare and rural development on
June 1, restructuring the office of
the Director General of Audit, Cen-
tral Expenditure. It is necessary
that the CAG undertakes perfor-
mance audits of COVID-19 related
procurements, the Central Go-
vernment Health Scheme (CGHS)
and Employee State Insurance
(ESI) hospitals. Audit objectives
may include the procurement of
equipment and drugs for CGHS
wellness centres and polyclinics,
laboratories and hospitals. For ex-
ample, based on available reports,
the CGHS provides health-care fa-
cilities to about 34.19 lakh benefi-
ciaries, including government em-
ployees, pensioners and MPs,
incurring an expense of 35,113
crore, almost half of its total ex-
penditure on drugs from 2014-15 to
2018-19. A beneficiary survey will
become part of the audit process
to bring out efficacy of service de-
livery and the availability and
quality of drugs. Auditing ESI hos-
pitals and dispensaries is expected
to provide the assured health-care
services including infection con-
trol and hygiene.

The government entities must
have established and effective con-
trols over expenses to purchase
equipment. Since the lockdown,
there has been substantial govern-
ment expenditure. Audit recom-

in various aspects of
disaster preparedness manage-
ment and mitigation.

As in the rules, all governments
and government agencies must
have established effective controls
over disaster preparedness and
management and related expens-

This shockingly heartless act trig-
gers a wave of revulsion, and con-
versely, a surge of support for the
dead victim and her family. But
the truly stunning performance is
that of the State Chief Minister
who stands caste denial on its
head by claiming that protests
against the incident are acts of se-
dition, part of a foreign-funded
conspiracy to foment caste riots,
‘motivated by jealousy of his State’s
development record. Cases are
lodged against every political par-
ty that organised a protest, but pu-
blic meetings in support of the ac-
cused are allowed. Just as the
Haryana cases were in the shadow
of Nirbhaya, the Bul Garhi case is
part of the larger context defined
by the pos 2019 M d Shah 2.0 re-
3 ing, but not
unbe]levnble lhal the tactics be-
ing used against the anti-Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act protests
are being deployed here as well.

Some hope

This is a new trajectory. The caste-
rape itself is brushed aside without
comment, and it is the responses
to it that are accused of instigating
a caste war. There are, however,
some unprecedented positives. An
anonymous dead woman has in-
vited mass identification with a
Dalit cause for the first time since
Rohith Vemula. Moreover, Dalit
women’s voices have a prominent
place in the protests. And finally,
the Bul Garhi caste-rape-murder
has triggered the first mass de-
monstrations since the anti-CAA
movement. This is going to be a
long and interesting century.

MaryE. john is t the Gentre for Women's
Development Studies. Satish Deshpande
teaches in Delhi University. The views
expressed are personal

audit can ensure checks and balances in the health sector

are proper records, documenta-
tion, authentic, accurate, reliable
and complete information and da-
ta; providing assurance to people’s
representatives, tax payers and
the public at large that govern-
ment resources, including funds
and assets are being used pruden-
tially as per the law and regula-

es (with proper d
As the CAG's performance audits
are driven by economy, efficiency
and effectiveness, the audit will fo-
cus on expense tracking and
achievement of outputs and out-
come, in qualitative and quantita-
tive terms. The entire process of
procurement of COVID-19-related
equipment and drugs, proper doc-
umentation, and compliance with
rules and regulations can be
streamlined with data analysis, va-
Iuable inputs and practical recom-
mendations.

Benefits of an inspection

There are usually red flags in disas-
ter management, emergency pro-
curement and related expendi-
tures. Though COVID-9 is an
unparalleled disaster, it may also
provide an opportunity for scam-
sters to siphon off public money
where normal and prudential fi-
nancial regulations cannot be fully
enforced and questions of incon-
sistencies are likely to be over-
looked.

The statutory responsibility of
CAG as an independent, objective,
and non-partisan  constitutional
authority includes appraising dis-
aster preparedness, ensuring that
management, mitigation opera-
tions, procedures are complied
with, and proper internal controls
are in place; ensuring that there

tions and providing
assurance that risks are assessed,
identified and minimised with es-
tablished disaster management
process and procedures; and, fi-
nally, offering assurance that re-
sources are being used economi-
cally efficiently and effectively for
achieving the planned objectives
and that benefits have gone to the
targeted beneficiaries.

The internal audit must also en-
sure compliance with applicable
rules and procedures even in dis-
aster-related disbursements and
procurement processes and pro-
vide valuable inputs to the exter-
nal audit conducted by the CAG.
Generally accepted government
auditing standards require that an
audit is planned and performed
with sufficient, appropriate evi-
dence to the audit findings and
conclusions based on the audit ob-
jectives and scope. All public enti-
ties management must be accoun-
table and ensure that resources
are managed properly and used in
compliance with laws and regula-
tions; programmes are achieving
their objectives; and services are
being provided efficiently, effec-
tively, and economically.

K.P. Shashidharan is a former Director
General, Comptroller and Auditor
General of India. The views expressed are
personal
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Quad dynamics
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On the Australia-India-
Japan-United States
Quadrilateral, or the Quad,
the goal must be long-term
architecture for the region
(Editorial, “Four for one”,
October 8). India ought to
discount for now the idea of
establishing a wing akin to
the North Atlantic Treaty
o on till deeper

accomplish on their own.
And that could be the first
phase of engagement. As
the Quad acquires political
overtones, it could manifest
itself as a security umbrella
for the region.

R. NARAYANAN,

Navi Mumbai

Science that matters

bonds take root among the
four, and perhaps to add in
time a couple more. The
entity should better stay an
economic platform - a fair
riposte to China’s Belt Road
Initiative — as each of the
four members would need
to stay heavily engaged with
China on trade.

The Quad is an opportunity
to cultivate countries in the
South East Asian arena, to
collaborate on initiatives
that they may not be able to

diting is deserving of
the Nobel Prize. Reading
genomes has now
progressed extremely
rapidly, taking just hours.
What was once just a sci-fi
writer’s dream is now a
reality. Though welcome as
a potential new tool in the
fight against diseases, it
does come with ethical
concerns. Many countries
have no legislation on
genetic modification in
reproduction. It is for our
leaders, scientists, ethicists

and legal experts to plan
how India should be a part
of this revolution.

H.N. RAMAKRISHNA,

Bengaluru

& The applications of the
CRISPR-Cas9 technology in
different areas including
biotechnology, medicine and
basic research are unlimited.
However, a carefully
balanced approach needs to
be taken by the international
scientific community to look
into the prospects,
limitations and ethical issues
when it comes to tinkering
with the genomes of different
organisms. Man playing god
needs real prudence.

De. BUU C. MATHEW,
Thinwananthapuram

Politics and corruption
Those who have even
elementary knowledge of

political corruption in this
country are unlikely to be
excited over the report,
“Bungalow, estate owned by
Sasikala, kin attached” (Page
1, October 8), even if
estimated to be valued at
2,000 crore. Though Ms.
VK. Sasikala is undergoing a
jail term in a
dlspropor(lonale assets case,
one should remember that
the case ended without any
effective warning for ‘future
corruption’. Public
perception is that many
politicians and a few others
continue to accumulate
assets that are
disproportionate to their
known sources of income. A
truthful auditing at an
impartial level of everyone’s
assets must be a regular
feature. In the case of
politicians, it should be
conducted at least for the

last 50 years — a Utopian
suggestion.

PRY.RAjA,

Pandalam, Kerala

Dismal IPL match

In the Chennai Super Kings-
Kolkata Knight Riders IPL
‘match in Abu Dhabi (‘Sport’
page, “Super Kings lose the
plot, Knight Riders hold their
nerve”, October 8), there is
no doubt that CSK lost from a
winning position. At the
crease, Kedar Jadhav was all
at sea. He played 12 balls,
thatis, two overs, and scored
just seven runs. As a four-
‘down batsman, in his place,
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
should have asked Dwayne
Bravo to come in.

Dhoni exited from the crease
‘when his presence mattered
the most. It was only these
players who scored runs: Faf
du Plessis, Shane Watson

»

and Ambati Rayudu.
Ravindra Jadeja’s innings was
like a flash in the pan — too
little, too late. Dhoni needs
to ensure that CSK pulls up
its socks.

K. PRADEEP,
Chennai

= One fails to understand
how a batsman like Kedar
Jadhav is a part of the team
despite his lacklustre
performances. On the other
‘hand, the highest wicket-
taker of the last IPL, Imran
‘Tabhir, is unable to find a
place in the team. There is
1o point in CSK coach
Stephen Fleming fuming in
the pavilion; he needs to
share the blame with MSD
for the mess so far.

AP, THIRUVADI,

Chennai
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Should Indian startups take on global Internet giants?

AW

Thillai Rajan

is a Professor in
the Department of
Management
Studies, Indian
Institute of
Technology Madras

India should compete only when it makes sense,

on alevel playing field

Online payments company PayTM
recently announced that it was
building a ‘Mini App Store’ which
would ‘empower Indian developers’.
This move came days after PayTM
was removed from Google’s Play
Store over apparent violation of its
policies. Though it was reinstated
later, PayTM and several other In-
dian Internet startups allege that
Google is using its market domi-
nance to arbitrarily enforce policies
and target competitors. The Play
Store is the key app store for Goo-
gle’s Android operating system,
which runs over 90% of smart-
phones in India. Google also an-
nounced that it will start enforcing
a 30% commission on all payments
made for digital services in apps
from its Play Store. Though the im-
‘plementation of this plan has since
been postponed to next year, it has
caused much heartburn in the In-
dian startup environment. There is
discontent brewing against tech
giants in their home country as
well, with a similar tussle going on
between Apple and some game de-
velopers in the U.S., and the govern-
‘ment readying an anti-trust lawsuit
against Google. In a conversation
moderated by P.J. George, Thillai
Rajan and Jayadevan PK. discuss
whether the Indian startup ecosys-
tem is ready to take on the giants on
whom they are dependent for cru-
cial infrastructure. Edited excerpts:

The Internet startups in India

- &Y are in the initial stages of
= banding together to take on the
‘ 4 . likes of Google and Facebook.
Has the Indian startup
P.K. il matured enough
is a startup founder ~ for sucha fight?

and writes on
technology. He now
works on brand
building for
startups

[Dls:=am
Scan the QR code to
listen to the full
interview online

Thillai Rajan: Yes, definitely the
Indian startup has matured enough.
The growth of mobile phones, par-
ticularly smartphones, has been sig-
nificant in the last decade. And as
the market has grown, naturally the
service providers and the app deve-
lopers have also grown. So we have
an ecosystem that’s very active with
a large number of and

frastructure; for example, on pay-
ment gateways. Since demonetisa-
tion and other changes, payment
gateways have become substantially
stronger. Today, I think the Indian
startup environment is mature. But
one thing we need to be cognisant
of is that, if we’re really looking at
competing effectively with the likes
of Google and Facebook, then we
need to be well prepared. We need
to build like-for-like capabilities, the
way Google has done over the years.

Jayadevan P.K.: India’s startup
ecosystem is still in its first innings.
The U.S. has been playing this
match over and over again. Even
markets like China have evolved and
raced past India. Just to give you one
data point, in the fourth quarter of
2019, you had $34.2 billion of ven-
ture capital going into the U.S. mar-
ket. India had only $6 billion and
that's supposed to be a record-
breaking quarter. In the first quarter
of 2020, we had only $2 billion.
From a product point of view, we
don’t have the infrastructure that is
required to build and scale nimble
startups, at least not yet. For exam-
ple, alot of startups are launched on
Amazon Web Services, or Google
Cloud, or on Microsoft Azure. India
doesn’t have large infrastructure
players that can help set up stuff.
Everybody in the Indian startup
ecosystem knows that we're not
there yet.

So, do we want to take on these
giants? [ would argue that we should
not compete, but cooperate. It is
best for a country like India to have
an approach where we compete
when it makes sense, on a level play-
ing field; and cooperate and take
help from whatever quarters it
comes from. Do we need an Indian
app store? There is obviously always
a case for more competition in the
market but an app store is a very
tricky challenge to take on. It is the
expression of a bunch of things that
have come before it, which is your
hardware. India has zero strength in
hardware. We have practically no
real ing or chij i

service providers. What is missing
has been the infrastructure piece.
But in some ways, we have also
been able to develop expertise in in-

That said, we have companies like
Indus OS which have built app
stores, and have about 100 million
users. That's a sizeable population,

EL e me—
but it’s still not deep enough to be
like a Google or Amazon which
coexist in an ecosystem like India.
So, my view is we don’t need to take
a confrontational approach.

Google has anear 100%
dominance in the ap)
marketplace in India. What are
the implications of the
company having such a hold on
the Indian market? Is it
‘monopoly, or is it ‘the bigger,
the better’?

JPK: Why does Google work? There
is an element of trust that Google’s
invested in building up. Its products
are user-friendly. It has also spent a
lot of time expanding the market by
localising its products. So, from that
point of view, Google has been in-
vesting in the Indian market. Now,
from an Indian entrepreneur’s
point of view, the concern is legiti-
mate. Are we paying too much to ac-
cess our own users by giving a 30%
cut to Google when you are selling a
service or a product through an app
on the Google App Store? These
companies also have to advertise via
Google to reach their customer
base. In effect, a large chunk of all
the money that these companies
make goes to Google and Facebook.
The challenge is that India as a mar-
ket itself is poor, in the sense that it
doesn’t have enough spending ca-
pacity. For digital services to take off
and be profitable and viable, one of
the thumb rules that several compa-
nies talk about is that the GDP per
capita should be above $4,000. For
example, in markets like Indonesia,
where the GDP per capita recently
touched $4,000, companies have al-
so been growing profitably and fas-
ter. India is still at about $2,000 to

You cannot compete with
what Google is today.
Because, it may take us,
five years to be where
Google is now; and in five
years, Google would have
moved away from what it is
today. So to be able to
compete with Google, we
will have to be where
Google is going to be five
years from now.

THILLARAJAN

C

$2,500. So, here your potential to
‘monetise this user is very low. If you
end up spending a ton of money on
distribution and on your commis-
sions to Google and others, you end
up with practically nothing. That’s
the challenge that entrepreneurs
have been flagging. Google has been
reasonable, I think. After the PayTM
fiasco, Google has come back and
said that it will revisit the 30% com-
‘mission policy some time next year.

TR: One of the raison d’etre for bu-
sinesses is to create shareholder va-
lue. The mechanisms by which sha-
reholder value is created keep
changing as the company moves
across its life cycle. Startup compa-
nies create value by being innova-
tive. Bigger companies like Google
and Facebook create shareholder
value by building barriers that star-
tups cannot afford to create. They
have much larger tools in their arse-
nal to be able to create barriers. One
of the tools they use is to buy all
competition to ensure that they stay
in the market and create sharehol-
der value.

Now, the question is, when does
the consumer benefit? Is it going to

be in the short term or in the long
term? In the short term, the con-
sumers will benefit because as the
bigger companies assimilate these
innovations, these innovations be-
come stronger and the bigger com-
panies can use their infrastructure
to make them available to a larger
number of people. But what hap-
pens in the long term? As the sticki-
ness of the services increases, and
the consumers find it very difficult
to break away, there’s something
called a creeping expropriation of
consumer surplus. Gradually, the
billings start rising and consumers
end up paying more because there
is not enough competition in the
market. To overcome these circum-
stances, the Competition Commis-
sion of India and others ensure that
the monopoly position is not being
abused by companies. For example,
they can ensure that the companies
don’t overcharge or they can ensure
that the companies are split into dif-
ferent smaller entities. It is going to
be a very dynamic interaction bet-
ween the size of the companies and
the regulatory framework in coun-
tries to ensure that the competition
as well as the consumers benefit.

The Department of Justice in
the U.S. is gearing up for anti-
trust action against Google.
‘What is the best play for the
Indian government in such a
scenario? Is it stricter
regulation or is it better to leave
it to the markets and hope an
Indian giant develops to take on
the Silicon Valley giants?

JPK: Companies like Google or
‘Amazon also do not operate like a
foreign entity. They have set up base
in India and have a stake in the mar-
ket; which means they also work
with policymakers. I would like to
think that it's good to have these fo-
reign competitors who are willing to
abide by local laws. We also cannot
have too much of reactive policy-
making against them as it doesn’t
signal well for attracting foreign in-
vestors. Also, it is a slippery slope to
be nationalistic about products that
are built for the Internet, which is
global. If we create a very strict pol-
icy environment which encourages
only local Indian innovation and
tries to stave off foreign competi-
tion, I suspect we are going to end
up with subpar products, and large

industrialists capturing policy.

It’s a very tricky balancing act,
where you have on the one side in-
vestments that these larger compa-
nies are making and on the other
side, you have to think of Indian
companies. Now, the truth is that a
lot of these Indian companies are al-
so funded by Chinese or U.S. inves-
tors. So, it’s not as easy as saying
‘P'm an Indian company and I want
regulations for India.

TR: We cannot just hope for it to
happen. There has to be a conscious
strategy. In the technology sector so
far, in the Indian context or even in
silicon Valley, the role of the govern-
ment has been very little. We could
probably take the example of what
the government in China does.
Specific technologies and compa-
nies that developed these technolo-
gies are chosen; and then there is
unwavering support from the go-
vernment. The government does it
in multiple ways, such as giving
domestic startups favourable access
to the market, giving them an op-
portunity to grow and to stabilise
their offerings. There is a conscious
strategy to develop a giant that can
compete with the global leaders. To-
day, we are looking at these kinds of
long-drawn-out strategies in other
areas; for example, in winning gold
in the Olympic Games. People are
trying to put a programme in place
so that we just don’t hope that an
athlete or a sportsperson will win a
gold, but we are able to work to-
wards that in a very planned man-
ner, so that the results are there in a
time frame that we have chosen. I
think that is a good way to go up
against Google.

However, you cannot compete
with what Google is today. Because,
it may take us, let’s say, five years to
be where Google is now; and in five
years, Google would have moved
away from what it is today. So to be
able to compete with Google, we
will have to be where Google is go-
ing to be five years from now. That
requires significant time to plan and
execute our strategies. Then it is not
aquestion of this or that — but doing
both. If there are any antitrust ac-
tions globally, join those right now
or provide overt support to ensure
that dominant positions are not mis-
used. At the same time, create a pro-
gramme to ensure that we are able
to create an Indian giant.

Winning back trust in vaccines

The FDA and pharma companies are taking steps
to address concerns about COVID-19 vaccines

R. PRASAD

While U.S. President Donald Trump
has repeatedly claimed that a CO-
VID-19 vaccine would be available by
mid-October, days before the Novem-
ber 3 presidential election, the gui-
dance for ‘Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion for Vaccines to Prevent
COVID-19', released by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA), has
dashed that possibility. The FDA has
made it clear that “data from Phase 3
studies should include a median fol-
low-up duration of at least two
months after completion of the full
vaccination regimen to help provide
adequate information to assess a vac-
cine’s benefit-risk profile.” However,
the guidance for industry contains
non-binding recommendations.

Shutting the door

With at least two months of follow-up
data likely to become available at the
earliest only by November or Decem-
ber, the guidance essentially shuts
the door on vaccine manufacturers
making their vaccines available for
public use through the emergency
use authorisation route before elec-
tion day. Dr. Albert Bourla, Chairman
and CEO of Pfizer, had on earlier oc-
casions said that the company may
have vaccine data ready to submit to
the FDA in October.

The FDA guidance comes after the
White House had blocked its release
due to concerns that the guidelines
would delay the arrival of the first
dose until after election day. Even as
Mr. Trump called the FDA guidance
release as “just another political hit
job”, Dr. Peter Marks from FDA’s Cen-
ter for Biologics Evaluation and Re-
search told CNN that “being open
and clear about the circumstances”
under which emergency use authori-
sation will be issued for COVID-19
vaccines is “critical to building public
confidence and ensuring the use of
COVID-19 vaccines once available”.
He added that the FDA hopes that the
guidance on COVID-19 vaccines
“helps the public understand our
science-based decision-making pro-
cess that assures vaccine quality, sa-
fety and efficacy for any vaccine that
is authorised or approved”.

The unprecedented speed at
which COVID-19 vaccines have pro-
gressed to Phase 3 trials and the

cM
K

haste shown by the Trump adminis-
tration to get a vaccine out before
election day have eroded public trust
in COVID-19 vaccines that are under-
going trials. A Gallup COVID-19 track-
ing survey carried out in the U.S. bet-
ween July 20 and August 2 found that
35% of Americans did not want to be
vaccinated even if an approved vac-
cine was available at no cost. Similar-
ly, NN polls found the percentage of
people willing to be vaccinated drop-
ping from 66% in May to 51% in Oc-
tober. People unwilling to be vacci-
nated include those who are
otherwise inclined towards vaccines.

Building trust
The FDA’s initiative to build public
trust in COVID-19 vaccines is one of
the many steps taken by stakeholders
to address the concerns about new
vaccines developed and tested at
speeds unknown before. In Septem-
ber, nine vaccine manufacturers
came together to sign a joint pledge
to assure the public that they would
develop and test COVID-19 vaccines
in accordance with “high ethical
standards and sound scientific prin-
ciples” and always keep the “safety
and well-being of vaccinated indivi-
duals the top priority”. They clarified
that they would not seek premature
approval from regulatory authorities.

In an unprecedented move, three
pharma companies — Moderna, Pfiz-
er, AstraZeneca — published the
Phase 3 trial protocols to inform the
public and scientists about the evi-
dence companies will use to deter-
mine if vaccines are effective.

Finally, in an open letter to col-
leagues, Pfizer’s Dr. Bourla said he
“can’t predict exactly when, or even
if our vaccine will be approved by the
FDA”, and that the “world will be saf-
er if we stop talking about the vac-
cines’ delivery in political terms.” He
wrote: “Let’s continue to work to-
gether to build trust in science. Ima-
gine the compounded tragedy if we
have a safe and effective vaccine that
many people didn’t trust. That is a
risk none of us should accept.”

‘That the FDA is not buckling under
pressure from the Trump administra-
tion for quick clearance may go some
way in winning back the trust that pe-
ople are losing in COVID-19 vaccines.

R. Prasad is the Science Editor of The Hindu
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Funerals under the barrel of a gun
Drawing parallels between the events in U.P. last December and last week

JAGRITI CHANDRA

“There were loud and per-
sistent knocks on the door.
They asked us to hurry
while we were bathing my
son for his funeral and pre-
paring for namaaz. It was
not dawn yet, but the pol-
ice said we had no time,”
said Nafeesa Parveen. Her
son, 28yearold Mo-
hammed Mohsin, had suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries
the day before in a brutal
police crackdown in Mee-
rut, Uttar Pradesh, on
those protesting against the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act (CAA), following Friday
prayers.

It was December 20,
2019, and anti-CAA prot-
ests were erupting across
the country, nine days after
Parliament passed the law.
Horrifying accounts of pol-
ice heavy-handedness were
trickling in from U.P., By the
time I went to Meerut, a
number of Muslim youth
had been killed in police

action. Hundreds of young
Muslim men were forced to
go underground as the pol-
ice brought out FIRs
against nearly 2,000 un-
known persons, which al-
lowed them to nab anyone
they suspected of partici-
pating in the Friday
protests.

Talso met the families of
Zahir Ahmed and Mo-
hammed Asif. They too
narrated stories of rushed
funerals under the barrel of
a gun and before the crack
of dawn.

“The police arrived late
at night and said we had to
bury Asif immediately. The
family burial ground was a
few kilometres away, but
they said there was no time
to go that far. They said we
should take him to the
nearest graveyard, which
was barely a few 100
metres away. When we ar-
rived at the cemetery, we
saw police personnel with
spades. A grave had already
been dug,” said Asif’s

mother-in-law, Shameem.

At the time of the funeral
of the three men less than
24 hours after the protest,
the post-mortem reports
were not available to the fa-
milies. The police had also
named the three dead men
in an FIR, and the families
had little expectation of a
fair investigation by the
police against their own.

The parallels between
what unfolded in U.P. last
December and last week
are hard to miss. The fami-
ly of a 19-year-old Dalit girl
who was. allegedly raped
and murdered by four Tha-
kur men in Hathras was al-
so denied permission to
conduct rituals and pre-
pare their daughter for her
farewell. The police pre-
pared the cremation site,
installed a generator and
flood lights, and brought
logs and fuel. They con-
signed the young woman to
flames in the dead of night
without her family’s con-
sent.

Many Kashmiris on so-
cial media too have tried to
remind the country that
this is also their lived reali-
ty, but rarely discussed.

As in Meerut, in Hathras
too the state has been criti-
cised for its failure to en-
sure a proper investigation
of the ghastly incident and
gather forensic evidence in
time. A whisper campaign
aimed at maligning the vic-
tim and her family, includ-
ing by a BJP leader, and
loose remarks that seek to
absolve the four accused
men indicate that justice
will be an uphill battle in an
environment where caste
hierarchies are deeply
entrenched.

Sometimes present-day
events allow journalists to
see past stories in a new
light and identify patterns.
From the vantage point of
Hathras, it is evident that
caste, class, religion and

ethnicity can  dictate
whether dignity in death s
an equal right.

@he 30007 Rindw,
FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 9, 1970
Nixon's 5-point plan

President Nixon last night [October 7, Wash-
ington] proposed a simultaneous “standstill
ceasefire” in all the three Indo-China States
with a view to breaking the “logjam” at the
Paris peace talks. He coupled this with a call
for an all Indo-China peace conference at
which a political settlement covering Viet-
nam, Laos and Cambodia could be negotiat-
ed. President Nixon who said his peace in-
itiative has the full support of the
Governments of South Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia, outlined a five-point plan. He
said: “First, I propose that all armed forces
throughout Indo-China cease firing their
weapons and remain in the positions they
now hold.” Mr. Nixon said his second propo-
sal, for an Indo-China peace conference,
‘was made because “this war in Indo-China
has been provided to be one piece - it can-
not be cured by treating only one of its areas
of outbreak.” “The third part of our peace in-
itiative has to do with United States forces in
Viet Nam”, Mr. Nixon said. “We are ready to
negotiate an agreed time table for complete
withdrawals as part of an overall settle-
ment.” Mr. Nixon said that fourthly, he asked
the other side to join in search for a political
settlement that clearly meets the aspirations
of all South Vietnamese people. Finally, Mr.
Nixon proposed the immediate and uncon-
ditional release of all prisoners of war held
by both sides.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  OCTOBER 9, 1920

The Government of Ireland

The “Nation” writes:- The government of
Ireland by England has ceased to exist. Its
title is gone. Governments live by their pos-
session of all sorts of virtues and half-vir-
tues; by dispensing justice, glory, wealth, or
quiet days; by extorting submission or divid-
ing power; by force or by art. Machiavelli
thought the despot would succeed by com-
bining these arts; the democrat would make
the people judges of the quality of their rul-
ers. But all agree that some tie of morals or
expediency should unite governors and gov-
ern. When, therefore, all the citizens declare
by act or by word the worthlessness of their
government; when it resorts only to force, in
its crudest form; and this method only in-
forms the popular hatred, abdication be-
comes the only way out. If we left Ireland to-
morrow, there would be physical strife
between some Orangemen and some Cath-
olics, as there is to-day. But there would be
no murders, arson, pillage by soldiers and
policemen.

»
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Riding high
High liquidity, low interest rates lead to stock market upswing

lobal stock markets have made a stunning recovery in October, and
Indian equities have moved up in tandem with other markets. The
Sensex and the Nifty are now trading about 2.5 per cent below their
respective January levels — while the former has regained the
40,000-mark, the latter is just a few percentage points below its all-time high.
This is remarkable, given the turmoil triggered by the pandemic. This rally is
partly due to a combination of high liquidity and low interest rates. Also, par-
adoxically, equity investment has been enhanced by a lack of real economic
activity. Every central bank, including the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),slashed
interest rates and introduced liquidity ing measures as the
took hold. Inflation has since risen but a weak economy makes it hard for the
RBI to raise policy rates, or tighten monetary policy. Real interest rates are
negative, inducing more fund flows into equity. This can also be seen in the
‘mutual fund data — money has moved out of the debt segment and into equity
funds. In addition, with businesses operating below capacity, there are no
expansions and little need for working capital. This releases more cash, which
is also flowing into stocks.

The market is also banking on signs of economic revival. High-frequency
mdxca[ors and mmal corporate results suggest the crisis has bottomed out.
and exports have seen an
uptick. lvhuly ucha ips have also built inven-
tories, hoping for higher offtake in the festive season. But all this is on the
back of a catastrophic first quarter (April-June 2020) and a weak second quarter
of last financial year (July-September 2019). Hence, expectations must be
adjusted for low bases, regardless of whether comparisons are made on a
sequential or year-on-year basis. Equity valuations are also high. The Nifty is
trading at a price-earnings ratio of over 34. This is difficult to explain. For
argument’s sake, even if the next six months are excellent, most companies
will endure reduction in net profit and revenue in 2020-21.

Apart from private ion, gove pending is al rained.
1’s still an open question how badly banks have been hit. The recapitalisation
of public-sector banks will be held up. The fiscal deficit might expand further.
However, on the positive side, energy prices may stay low for the foreseeable
future, putting less pressure on the trade front. The geo-political equations
also need to be kept in mind. Indo-Chinese confrontation may be frozen for
the next several months. The EU and the UK are into another round of heated
negotiations. Most importantly, November’s US elections could mean a sea
change in the world’s largest economy, if the Democrats are able to take over
the White House. Opinion polls suggest this is likely, and the markets have
started discounting the potential impact. Apart from its disastrous handing of
Covid-19, the Donald Trump administration waged tariff wars, tightened visa
regimes, and cut taxes and social security expenditure. A new administration
could provide a much broader fiscal stimulus, and more social security. In
addition, the Democrats may opt for an easier visa regime and end the tariff
wars, which would be good for most global businesses. Market moves are always
linked to future earnings expectations and those are very unclear, even if the
economy is past the worst. Therefore, for now, easy liquidity and an absence of
alternatives are pushing equity valuations to unsustainable levels.

Troublein the air

No viable solution is in sight for stubble burning

he higher incidence of crop residue burning in northern states is a

‘matter of particular concern this year because the resultant spike in

air pollution can exacerbate the prevailing public health crisis.

Though, typically, these fires are noticed during the peak paddy har-
vesting season from mid-October to November-end, this year, they began in
September and have increased menacingly in Punjab and Haryana. The Centre
has, therefore, done well to ask the governments of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Delhi to initiate timely action to curb this practice.
These fires have been estimated to cause between 30 and 45 per cent surge in
winter air pollution in the National Capital Region and its adjoining areas in
the past few years.

Sadly, the stubble fire-related of the anti-poll plans
broached by most of these states and deliberated in their joint meeting with
the Centre last week do not inspire much confidence. The basic approach to
countering this menace remains more or less the same as has been tried out in
the past with only limited success. No novel or out-of-the-box solution is on
the cards except experimenting with a new microbial biomass decomposer
developed by the New Delhi-based Indian Agricultural Research Institute. It
converts crop remnants into compost, thus, obviating the need for torching it.
This concoction is no more than an improved and relatively efficient version
of the available decomposers, which have failed to catch the farmers’ fancy. Its
plus point is that it cuts down the time taken for the bio-degradation of crop.
trash from the normal 30 to 40 days to just 20 to 25 days. Whether this is good
enough for its large-scale adoption will be the farmers’ call.

The noteworthy point is that the harvested fields are set ablaze mainly to
vacate them for sowing the next crop, mostly wheat, quickly and with least
cost. The time window available for this purpose is merely 20 to 30 days. Most

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

Now is not the time
for stimulus

Next fiscal package must awaitfall in inflation

ndia struggles to find its way out of a mas-
A /e economic contraction resulting from a

evere lockdown, there are two fundamental
questions policymakers face.

Do we need to stick to the fiscal stimulus of
around 2 per cent delivered thus far? And do we
stick to the inflation targeting
framework that requires inflation
o be contained below 6 per cent?
The answer to the second question
dictates the answer to the first.

Finance ministry officials have
said that the government intends to
adhere to the enhanced govern-
‘ment borrowing target for the fiscal
of 12 trillion announced some time
ago. This rules out any further fiscal
stimulus for now.

Given the expected shortfall in
revenues, adhering to the target not
only precludes any additional sti-
mulus, it could mean a reduction
in government spending budgeted TTRAM MOHAN
for FY 2020-21. SBI Research esti-
mates that sticking to the expenditure targets in
the Budget will mean a fiscal deficit of ¥17.4 trillion.
Limiting government borrowings for the year to
12 trillion will require a surge in tax revenues in
the coming months of an order that is unlikely.
Reduction in government expenditure appears
inevitable unless the government is willing to relax
its borrowing limit.

Critics say India’s fiscal stimulus is niggardly in
comparison to that of several other economies.
Eversince the onset of the pandemic, leading econ-
omists have urged a fiscal stimulus of up to 5 per
cent of gross domestic product (GDP). Yet, the gov-
ernment’s contrarian call in settling for a modest
fiscal deficit is now beginning to look as sensible
as it was bold at the time.

FINGER ON THE
PULSE

First, even if fiscal stimulus is limited to 2 per
cent of GDP, the combined fiscal deficit of the
Centre and the states will be 11-12 per cent of GDP.
True, this is lower than the level of 16.5 per cent of
GDP that the IMF’s World Economic Outlook (June
2020) estimates for the advanced economies. But

the rating agencies treat the

advanced economies very differ-

ently from an emerging market

such as India. Any further dete-

rioration in the fiscal deficit rais-

es the real possibility of a rating
and a
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remains notional unless the lockdown is eased suf-
ficiently for public works to be carried out.

Cash transfers tend to get saved, not spent, as
people see the income shock they have suffered
as permanent and the cash transfer to them as
transient. The government’s decision to use the
stimulus to help those most vulnerable instead of
trying to shore up firms across the board thus
seems appropriate.

For supporting firms, the government has opted
for a combination of lower interest rates, liquidity
support in the initial months followed by loan
restructuring to support solvency. Economic pun-
dits have decried the policy of letting the central
bank do the heavy lifting. Now that we know how
fiscal stimuli have generally panned out, this again
appears to have been the right call.

'With the exit from the lockdown on, we can con-
template further fiscal stimulus. There is a way to
increase the fiscal stimulus without increasing
public debt and facing the risk of a rating down-
grade. That is to monetise the deficit, meaning, get
the RBI to subscribe to government bonds. The
snag is that any monetisation of the deficit would
mean an increase in money supply.

This would not be an issue under the deflation-
ary conditions present in the West. Conditions in
India are very different. With CPI inflation at 6.7
per cent in August and averaging 6.6 per cent in
the current fiscal, monetisation of the deficit could
mean violating the upper limit of 6 per cent for
inflation in the inflation targeting framework. We
would need to revisit the inflation target or, per-
haps, introduce an “escape clause” for inflation tar-
geting similar to the one we have for the fiscal def-
icit target. Rating agencies and foreign investors
are bound to view such amove asa drift towards

outflow of torelgn capital. In the
real world, rating agencies can’t
be ignored.

Secondly, it is not clear that a
stronger fiscal stimulus at the
onset of the pandemic would
have made a material difference
to GDP growth. Many commen-
tators believe India’s measly sti-
‘mulus resulted in GDP contracting

by 23.9 per cent in the second
quarter of financial year 2020.

But countries that used a bigger stimulus have
not seen vastly superior outcomes. The UK deliv-
ered a stimulus of 5.9 per cent of GDP and saw the
economy contract by 22 per cent. The US had a sti-
mulus package of 14.7 per cent of GDP and yet its
economy contracted by 9.1 per cent. Advanced
economies as a whole are projected to shrink by 8
per cent in 2020, not very different from the 9 per
cent shrinkage projected for India.

Why has fiscal stimulus not made a material
difference to economic outcomes? One explanation
is that increasing aggregate demand cannot impact
growth significantly when supply is disrupted by
the inability of people to show up for work.
Increased public investment in infrastructure

The man who looked east

that trade follows the flag. It’s the other way

round. Political relations develop in the wake

of economic ties. So, if “Act East” was not just

another slogan to upstage PV Narasimha Rao’s epo-

chal “Look East”, Narendra Modi should study the

10 pioneering years that Syamal Gupta, a senior
Tata executive, spent in Singapore.
Not only Singapore. The events
that led to Mr Gupta’s appointment
to the Presidents Investors’ Advisory
Councils of Tanzania, Ghana and
Uganda, as well as Namibia’s hon-
orary consul in Mumbai, should
similarly enable the prime minister
to appreciate that trade and invest-
‘ment lie at the core of constructive
diplomacy. As Kamala Harris
reminded listeners in Thursday’s US

The East India Company exploded the myth

of the eco-friendly means of managing paddy stubble are either
(such as the use of machines like happy seeders) or time-consuming (such as
traw burning, and almost cost-free, has, therefore,
become an economic compulsion for the farmers. Treating it as a punitive
offence is the worst way to deal with it. The fines mooted in the existing anti-
pollution laws are mostly less than the cost of removing the stubble manually
or mechanically. The solution, therefore, lies in transforming this biomass into
an economic good that can yield income for the farmers. One way to do so is to
promote its use as feedstock or fuel for power plants and other industries.
It can also be converted into pulp for making paper, cardboard, dlsposable

vice-] ial debate, Donald
Trump’s trade war

MEN AND

London and in Dusseldorf, and an early product of
the Harvard Business School’s advanced manage-
ment course, was the exception.

Like the four Singaporeans, Thomas Abraham,
India’s first high commissioner to Singapore, con-
firmed that Mr Gupta was “a very clever fellow”
who spearheaded the campaign that transformed
a“pestilential and immoral cesspool” (a British pol-

ir P

It rnment can
another bout o fiscal stimulus only when the infla-
tion rate falls to below 6 per cent. Once that
happens, the government may resort to monetisa-
tion of the deficit. Direct monetisation, that is, the
RBI buying government bonds in the primary mar-
ket is preferable to indirect monetisation, that is,
the RBI buying bonds in the secondary market.
The impact on money supply and inflation is the
same in the two cases. However, in the first course,
unlike in the second, public debt does not rise.

‘The most stringent lockdown with the weakest
fiscal stimulus. For critics, is a damning comment
on the government’s response to the pandemic.
The merits of the lockdown may be debated. But
fiscal stimulus remains weak not because there is
an aversion to fiscal stimulus per se but because
any further stimulus will mean a breach of the
inflation target.

The finance minister has said that she is open
to another stimulus but that she will choose the
timing. Once inflation falls below 6 per cent, the
time will be right for injecting a further stimulus
through monetisation of the deficit.

Thewriter is aprofessorat IIM Ahmedabad.
ar@iima.ac.in

Journey over 55 Summers. Rupa's slim volume of
well under 200 pages including notes is a steal at
only295. Singapore is only part of Mr Gupta’s story,
albeit ashining highlight in both personal and pub-
lic terms.

Those who look for lurid details about Ratan
Tata’s fall-out with Cyrus Mistry, political canards
about the path-breaking India-Singapore
C \ i i It

itician’s.

that Atal Bihari Va|payee com-
pared to Calcutta into a glittering.
international trade mart. In
February 1972, Mr Gupta set up
‘Tata Precision Industries, the first
Indian company in Singapore and
for many years the only one, fol-
lowed by the first technical train-
ing institute. A grateful Lee
thanked JRD Tata for both ven-
tures and included
Mr Gupta in the del ion he led

MATTERS

with China has impoverished hun-

SUNANDA K DATTA-RAY

to Atlanta in 1976 at Jimmy

dreds of thousands of
Lee Kuan Yew first mentioned Mr
Gupta to me. Then, S R Nathan, presnden[ uf

Carter’s invitation to attract
merican investors to Singapore.
All this 1 discovered when, intrigued by Lee's

Singapore, did so. Suppiah D
foreign minister who might have been Smgapore s
first ethnic Indian prime minister, wondered how
Mr Gupta managed toslog on in a difficult field like
precision tools and dyes at a time when “all kinds

cutlery, and other useful items. Some public- and pri
including NTPC, are procuring crop residues for use as fuel, thus converting
this waste into wealth. Start-ups and other entrepreneurs interested in collect-
ing, processing, and selling the crop residues should get government backing
and hand-holding. Some states, including Punjab, have mooted paying a pre-
mium on the minimum support price for paddy to growers who do not torch
their fields. This suggestion merits consideration.

of acrobati for Indians to ravel, leave
alone set up overseas operations”. Ngg Pock Too, pol-
itician and businessman, lamented that Tata faded
outin of p h
came afterwards ws not the same as Syamall”

1 was impressed because Singaporeans don’t
often compliment Indians from India. Mr Gupta, a
mechanical engineer from Jadavpur University
before further training at the Imperial College in

E

and totally reputa-
lmn fcr being anti-Indian, I spent some time in
singapore unearthing the untold story. The out-
come was my book Looking East to Look West: Lee
Kuan Yew's Mission India. That's when I sought out
Syamal Gupta and was delighted to find a simple,
warm and hospitable man who knew a great deal
and had huge achievements but whose natural
humility had not been corrupted by success.

At last — belatedly — we have the tale from the
horse’s own mouth. Now pushing 87, Mr Gupta,
former director of Tata Sons and chairman of Tata
International, covers a wide canvas in the simply
told but highly readable Quintessentially Tata: My

or how the promised joint venture between Tata
and Singapore Airlines was scuttled will be disap-
pointed. The Panglossian tone of Quintessentially
Tata rules out ephemeral excitement. But Mr Gupta
does regale us with the unfamiliar picture of “a lot
of Indians in dhotis selling foreign exchange” in
Singapore markets. He describes Jamsetji Tata’s
attempt to rope in Swami Vivekananda after they
‘met on the boat from Yokohama to Vancouver, and
giving a ride on his scooter to Ratan Tata.

Like the hero of Kipling’s If, Mr Gupta can “walk
with kings — nor lose the common touch.” Among
the other political kings he consorted with were
A P J Abdul Kalam and Gordon Brown, South
Africa’s president Thabo Mbeki, and — foremost —
Kenneth Kaunda, president of Zambia.

Indians have an image problem worldwide.
Africans saw them as“basically traders” who “did
their business in Africa and lived in London while
their heart was in India.” Mr Gupta believes he suc-
ceeded in changing this mindset. Whether future
foreign policy will succeed in taking advantage of
the change will depend largely on Mr Modi’s own
priorities. But it is worth stressing that Singapore’s
GIC, a sovereign wealth fund, would not have
agreed last week to invest 25,512 crore in 1.2 per
cent of the equity in the holding company of
Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Retail if Syamal Gupta’s
early initiative had not inspired confidence in
India’s future.

soon after Smith observes the new

Inner landscapes in anunsettled universe

BOOK REVIEW

RADHIKA OBEROI

171and 175 AD in Koine Greek,
frequently. The English translation by
Gregory Hays was a provider of solace,
agentleadmonisher,an

friend i felt

of the Stoic “practical assistance” she
sought. Butitisareflective inner
landscape. Itis the act of jotting down
unselllmg thoughts. Itis interrogative,
and n¢ itself. Smith,

especially useful now, duringa
pandemic, when one’s mortality was
nolonger hazily futuristic.

quulSIte architect of interiority, uses
the essay as a compact edifice of
simple lines, and not one thatis

herastonishment at what she had just
seen on 8th Street: A nine-month old
child holdingan iPad, in a buggy being
navigated by awhite lady. “‘Canyou
believe that shit? asked the blacklady,
and it took everythingThad to restrain
myselfand notjoin in
thishorrified

table. It

cold precision about the murder of
George Floyd, her ragearticulated
throughthe

fence, and in the essay "Fences: A
Brexit Diary,” he chasms

theanalogy to slavery “Patient zero of

between white, brown and black

this particula onaslave-
ship four hundred years ago, looked
down atthesweating, bleeding,
moaning mass below deck....” Patient

Londoner: themyth
ofamulticultural city.

Cities, their familiar streets, parks,
bus stops and salons are often sites of

beauty or desolation, or
quick: ionin i f

New York will soon beleft behind -
Smithtells of plans tostaybrieflyina

before ﬂymg [ London Broadway 1o

herdog, Maud,
onthelast day, Smith longs to hear
Barbarasay something to her, for she
misses New Yorkalready. Solace, if
any, has perhaps been gleaned

The last essay, “Intimations: Debts

zeroof the irus then whips
the human beings he h ined, an
makes them workiin
INTIMATIONS; _ his cotton fields.
SIXESSAYS Smith ¢ friend’:
_ thoughhertoneis
Author:Zadie  even, her i empty. While
Smith laid out in modern
Publisher: parables.
Penguin Contemptinits
, current, most topical
Pages: 96 formisavirus,butina | from Meditations.
Price: 3299 previous collection of

t hen, | sprawlin of the 7a
todiscover that one of my favourite enter. ructures =5
second-hand copy of authors had also been reading my with ordinary lives — her masseur, parentingotrich Smi
Meditations: Living Dyingand | favourite whose Ben;ahomeles people, too lazy or
iheGood Lie| lles onmybedside | new ofessay i arbara, who s nearly 70 busy torelate totheir L
Six Essay: i in July this years old and has atemperamental own babies, giving -
whileona |aun((hmugh(he by-lanesof | year, mentions Meditations in her little dog. damaging mind- Intimaions
Daryaganj's Sunday books bazaar,when | foreword: “Early onin the crisis, I Often, t from the altering Sink
my days hardly required philosophical | picked up Marcus Aureliusandforthe | streetorthe neighbourhoodorina infants”
tempering. [wasdrawn toits queue forasandwichat Subway Perhapsher most

firsttime in my life read his
e a

couldfitintothe palm of one’s hand.
In the years that soon ousted the
giddily excursive ones, I turned tothis
diminutive rectangle, a personal
journal written by Roman Emperor
Marcus Aurelius, probably between

not
exercise, not in pursuit of pleasure, but
with the same attitude Ibringto the
instructions fora flat-pack table — I
wasin need of practical assistance.”
Intimations, her third collection of
essays, may or may not be the outcome

tions on race or class or
privilege. Inthe essay “Suffering Like

damning indictment appears in the
essay "Postscript: Contemptasa

h
aconversation between two working-
class women, one African-American
and the other South-Asianatalocal |

Virus”. 0a
Virusthat spreads-rapidly through
families, communities, peoples, power
structures, nations. Less flashy than

essays, it
shape of a fence. In Feel Free: Essays,
published in 2018, Smith recallsalocal
primary school in north-west London
witha red-brick Victorian building
thatsuddenly addsa fencetothe cast-
iron railing that marked its

Subway. The black lady

ate. he writes with

be . The British vote for Brexit

and Lessons” borrows its structure
(and spirit) from “Book 1: Debts and
Lessons” of Meditations. Both contain
alistof creditors; in Smith's list,
VirginiaWoolf offers this lesson:
“Toreplace that missing layer of
skinwith language. For aslongas

that works.”




