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THE BOTTOMLINE

B-SCHOOLS FACE A
MOMENT OF RECKONING

In an edgy job environment, the lure of an MBA degree has diminished for many. How will it regain relevance?
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akriti Bansal and her batch
1 nized th n

incomplete in 2020 because of the bock-
duvm \11:\1 tier 1land 11 B-schools are

for an international business management

yn».r.umm for next year. Universities are

dents. Stu-
dentswho joined schools in 2019 may not
et good intecnship opportunities. This

into Telegram and WhatApp

groupssoon after they joised

an MBA programme at the
Institute of Management Technolog
Ghazisbad, in June. Networking is differ-
enl this year, you see. Smaller groups of
five students Zoom to familiarise them-
selves and discuss current affairs—the
impact of covid-19 on the Indian econ
amy, the banning of Chinese apps
ifIndiais ready for dectric vehicles
isin the middle of an online pre-
orientation. Classes are expected 1o start

g

soon, onlineagein, The e-experienceisit | refresh what they teach as well as create
something most students would have bar- | new content since businessmadelshave | There
ined for. Bansal, . hoped d d ic shifts in under two

will timpact o
ment of 2021, the body stated.
On the supply side. intake of stude

" which
mmuf_nul able,” hesaid. Guptawould
much rather prefer networking with
batch mates, the old-fashioned style. “I
want to get out and interact with peeps
around. MBA is allabout peers.”

for one-year cx .
There isuncertainty about the path of the
economic recovery and by extension, the
jobs market next year.
Thebetterse h.-nlsuqu teroff. \lml
the

That'sone of the challenges B-schools
[ace in 2020. Besides interactions with
like-mindedstudents, an MBA class gains
from interactions with rockstar faculty
andagreat campus life, which is intellec-

inJanuary,
ary offer was up 7-15% in top B- u.ml‘
compared to the last placement season,
Buteven they need a pivor. Online deliv-
ery of conlent is a new beast and profes-
sors are ill-prepared. Schools need to

twally pointed out Shiva-
Kumar. “If Lam doing an MBA this year,
the experience will be very different
because the bulk of the courses will be
online. Students will ask ifthey should be
ing 115-25 lakh for a reduced experi-
ence. Deferrals will be big,” he said.

5 to the supply

that by the end of the course in 2022, she
would pick up skills that would polish her
into: bettes professional. She cxpectsto
ed 4 job with an annual salary
of %17-18 lakh, more than three
times what she was drawing in her last
stint, 3 a brand executive in an e-com-
merce figm.

Like Bansal, millions of Indians con-
tinue o see value inan MBA degree every
year. Notonlyisit a shotat a better pay
agood deal of cases, the degree isa pass.
port to switching careers. OF course,
everything depends on the reputation of
theschool, whatis taught, the alumni net-
work, and the sort of companies that
knock on the door during campus place-
ments. India has nearly 5,000 manage-
ment schools and by mast e "
averwhelming majority
of them are mediocre
institutions that don't
add much value 1o CVs.

India  produces
upwards of 400,000
MBAs a year. Only in 20
schaols is the starting
salary more than the fees
paid Andonly 19% of the
MBAs are Iy
qual
Shiv

2t programmes

There are broadly three
ypes ol MBA progeamines. The conven-

st schools are
uan\ stand-alone uulllumvn\ B()(han a-

course that iy
freshersand those with work experience

nu-_\ are capable e muu.h 10 prepare stu-
dents for complex problems in 3 world
that isseemingly more multi-disciplinary.

Sunil Kant Munjal, chairman at Hero
Enterprise, pointed out that three themes
are Lunmh'm withevery company at the
s s induct
lm-nhdumluk\ building 3 ne lv\(‘lut

offess than three years; a oney

thatista h»ud{mpn(«s.wuulwmth»wrk
experience of four-five years or more. A
third category is part-time progra s,

While the demand for MBA pre

grammes that don't require prior work
rience areexpected Lo remain stab
or even increase. B-schools that require

efficiency inaperations and a completely
new cost model. “If business schools are
not teaching these, they mll get ldl
behin

int
incurrent circumstances. Why isthat
aperson isalready in ajob, he would think
twice belore huu £o and joining an

nd.” hesaid
of BML Munjal University .uuluunll'n
governingcouneil of IIM Ahmedabad and
onthe board of ISB.

MBA 120 given the econ-

omy. Keeping the job is 2 big deal now,”

Rekha Sethi, director general at AIMA,
id.

WHAT

Millions of Indians contnue to
seevalueinan MBA degree every
year. India has nearly 5,000
management schools and
an overwhelming majon
of themare mediocre

BUT

The long tall of mediocre
B-scheolsnowfacesacrnisis
Onthe demand side & a tight

hangs inthe balance

ALSO

Online delivery of content
sanewbeast and professors
arelll-prepared Schools
needtoquckly refresh
what they teach as well
as create new content

So what happens (o the long tail of
mediocre institutions given the short o
mid- wrm challer Their student

sudden deep drop in demand. Content
redevanta few months ago has gone stale.
New content, therefore, has got to emphia-
sizemareon such contingenciesand busi-

Many institutes have either hatted or
left the placement process incomplete
bacause of the lockdown. Most tier It
and tier 11l B-schools are struggling to
place their students, say experts. 1

ernment and other stakeholders sich as
ses and NGO, Rajendra Srivas-
an of ISB, suggested. That could
help resalve complex problems like the

the importance of resilience, managing
crisis and climate change will be under-
linedin bold.

This is not just true of Indian schoals.
Global E-schools appear tobe preparing
for such changes, Loo.
Coxe distinguished professor of manage-
ment at the Tuck Se hm! of Business at

th. and A ivastava, Cunada

pandemic L. h Srivas-
tava also spoke of 4 “life-long learning
1" with students, going abead The
speed of changeand uncertainty implies
that executives would n sh
what they learnt every fi
could mean shorter but more
executive management programmes for
the alumni
“We should!

to managy

research chairat Haskayne S of Busi-
ness, University of Calgary. both seemto
think that currently, schools focus alot on
“algorithmic leaming” or where there are
predetermined snswersto predetesmined
questions.

Schools will have to reduce emphasis
onalgorithmic leamingand increase the
emphasis on *

questions The
empathy, leadership, conflict manag
ment, strategic thinking, understanding
technological progress, disruption, crisis
agement, problem solving, and
dynamic decision making among others
he dial dbusi

crises. technology such
as the Internet of Things and blockchain.
Sameone who has got their MBA 10 years
back doesn’t have this as part of their
toolkit,” the dean said.

THE RISE OF TECH

e mministry of human resource deved-
ppment’s National Institutional
Ranking Framework shows an interesting
trend. ITsand other technology institu-
tions that offer management programmes
are climbing in the pecking order. In
2020, there are seven technology insti
tutes in the 1op 20 when it comes 1o man-
agement rankitggs There werejust twoin

ethics is expected to get sharper in
post the migrant crisis. For the last
few decades, businesses have practised a
very narrow kind of capitalism, whichisto
deliver financial results and profits. This
drives the share price and total share-

holder re tum l'l\l\' llu\ud; for execu

inta) many of theen
vn-ulm ontinue being aflost l'dumuun is

s Anjali Ban-
sal, qumlcr of mmup.m pointed

2016.Rec celerat-
ing post the pandemic with every com
panty in the middle of s digital transforma-
tion—tech institutions are set o become
abigger farce in management education.

“Only inrecent years have we seen tch
institutions such s IITS NITIEand NITs
3 ||m»muwm-uumn.u,u:m-m«hxu
tion. This is because 15 1o 20 years ago,
strategy and management consulting

has raised vet another
question: Are Indian
business schools
equipped to train people
the unex-

erm

ofessionals &

lifee s that this is Bot the
last time we will see a
crisis. We will see more
m, whether it is
due to climate change,

dent of corporate
development at Aditya Birka Groupand a

Ass
The long tail of medicere B-schools
now faces acrisis. On the demand si
tight employment market. Campusplace-
ments are usually conducted between
l)w'umlwxnkl April. According to AIMA,
either

4 changes, or cultural and

ear, short-term
are a hit with working pu.

recession proof in India the | out were
country’sy “Inacrisis | Jain Lostitute of Man-
time, you need more hope. Educational ment and Research.

ause they hav ki
ayear ‘s break from work. Recruiters seem
tolike it too but 2020 is tricky.

ear programme is
Superior 10 3 IWo-year programume.
reason is that these programmes mlmll_y
admit experienced people. From a
recruiter’s perypective. it easier ointe-
grate a person who has alr
intoaworking envronment versus
one who has never worked, This y
one-year s have a decent

g

. The best and.

schoals have to make this as an inherent
part of their curriculum—plan for the
unplanned,” Munjal said.

THESUPPLY CONUNDRUM
udit Gupta is 3 consultant with
India’s minkstry of statistics and

demand in terms of placement,” A K. Bal-
aji Prasad, managing director of Deshti
Strategic Research Services, a market
research company, said. Prasad is secre-
tary of IIM Caleutta’s alumni chapter in
Mumbai “However, now, two-year pro-
" |

are organizations of hope
That's why parents and yourg kids will
continue o come (o these institutions—
despite the fact that many of them provide
low-level, low-uality education.” Pankaj
Chandra, vice-chancellor of Ahmedabad
University and a former director of I
Bangalore, explained

WHAT TOTEACH

A;muul September of last year, Ris-
ikesha Krishnan, professor of stral-

egy at 1IM Bangalore, taught case studies

on the airlines industry and on Uber. The

discussion on airlines revolved .mvuud

Oneof the

towever, weneed 1o
h.:\--.lgnthlurusun by B-sche

the bulk of

ble businesses versus

4 two sides of the same
coin Subsequently, this
shifted tostrategy/ man-
agementand operations
consulting. Today, strat-
y/operations consult
ngand technology have
become twosides of the

online, ands
buildingjust abusiness. same coin,” Ramkumir
aniesaretalldngof  question Ramamoorthy, chair-
{environment, sus- man and managing

tainability, governance)
goals, diversity and
incusion, beiag responsible. The leades-

director of Cognizant
India, said. “In this
changedcontext.ostrategic ruad map e

,u- sabd. “Itisa good time now lnmdudt
this as part of the learming and develop-

competitive dy
tion; Uber was about how the company
disrupted private transport

sram pi
heti b

plementation where he
mple

lmllvd or left the placement process

rkson urveys. Heis thinking
ofdoirgg an MBA—next year. “Lam lookirgg

ey L 3 Y
would have had time to recover,” he
added.

Then, thep "
ruptes—private transport is expected o
make 3 comeback s people svoid shared
mobility. And aidlines companies face 3

ment agends in companies, both o edu-
cate: i sy

it on to their juniors who they mentor,”
she added.

Afew academicians see s bigger role for
management schools in the future.
hools could metamorphose into a

platform for dialogue between the gov- |

isecan
be undertaken without a deep under
standing of what digital and related tech-
nologies can do to the organization,” he
added.

More competition for the top stand-
alone B-schools isn’t such a bad thing. It
could force themout of complacency and
aid in pivots, much like the businesses
they supply talent to have done in recent
months.
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World Hea\\\\
Orgamzat

Reformthe WHO but
donotundermineit

TheUSdecision toquit theworld5top public health organization reflectspoor judgement.
TheWHO has been woefully behind the corona curve, but refor msshould betheway ahead.

early threemonthsafter the US
halted itsfunding of the World
Health Organization (WHO),
and morethan amonth after
saying it would quit member-
ship of theinternational public
health body, USPresident Donald Trump’s
administration hasformally notified the
United Nationsof itswithdrawal. Unlessthis
decision isreversed by anew occupant of the
White House after the USpresidential election
inlate 2020, Americawill nolonger beamem-
ber of the WHO by thistimenext year. Thisisa
highly unfortunate turn of events, especially at
atimetheworld needsglobal cooperation at its
best tofight apandemicthat threatensusall.
Covid-19 rageson, and effortsto snuff it out
must not fall victim to political mud-slinging
acrosstheglobe. The USistheworld’shardest
hit country, anditsleader hasbeen pointing
fingersat othersfor itsmisfortune. Alongwith
China, wherethediseasefirst emerged, the
WHOhasbeen at thereceiving end of Trump’s
fury. Amongother things, the USpresident has
accused the organization of helping China
cover up theoriginsof thevirusthat causes
covid-19. Hehasalso called for WHOreforms.
Whilethebody hasdenied the USallegations,
it hasalso been woefully behind the corona
curve. Regardlessof thepoliticsat play, there
seemsaclear casefor changesthat could help
turn thehealth body more effectivein keeping
theplanet’spopulation ashealthy aspossible.
TheWHOgot off toapoor start by taking
inordinately longto declarethe covid outbreak
apandemic. Verifiable signshad emerged not
just of itshighly contagiousnature by mid-Jan-
uary, but also of itsspread beyond China. But

until it wastoo late; it could have advised aclo-
sureof borders, for example, but did not. Given
itsstature and authority on such matters, char-
itablecriticsput that down toaninherent
senseof caution. It did not want to exceed the
evidenceit had, they said. The WHO'sfailure
that iscurrently in the newsisitsapparent
playing down of thedanger of airborneviral
infections. All along, itssafety guidelineshad
laid emphasison contact asamode of corona
transmission for peopletoguard against.
Sneezesand coughs, the WHO had warned
against, but it wasonly thisweek that it par-
tially acknowledged theperil of virusparticles
staying suspended in theair for prolonged
periods, especially in spaceswith poor ventila-
tion. Thiscameafter an open letter from some
200 scientistsurged it towiden itswarnings.
Yet, noneof that justifiesabandoning the
WHO. It hasavital rolein gathering informa-
tion from acrosstheworld and advising health
authoritieson covid-19. Itsrejection by the
world’srichest and most powerful country
should worry us. If authoritarian governments
appear towield undueinfluence over the
organization, theremust beaway for democ-
raciestofix such aproblem. For one, executive
authority at the WHO needsto shift from polit-
ical appointeesto healthcare technocratswho
command global respect for their work. For
another, the WHO'soperationsneed greater
scrutiny. Asof now, Ethiopia'sformer health
and foreign minister TedrosAdhanom
Ghebreyesusheadsthebody, and WHO critics
havehinted of AddisAbababeing beholden to
Beijing for investment inflows. Whatever the
truth of these charges, the WHO ought tobe
restructured. If thiswill take broader UN

Hong Kongislosingitsfreedom
and theworld mustn't look away

Itspeopledeserveour support asthey fight Chinaseffortsto snatch their democraticrightsaway

isawriter based in New York. Read Salil's
previous Mint columns at
www.livemint com/saliltripathi

ith theworld grapplingwith

coronavirusand the United

Satespresident out playing
golf, Chinahassensed an opportunity. It
haspassed asweeping law that under-
minesHong Kong'scivil libertiesand
restrictsfundamental rights. Many in
Hong Kong do not want independence;
they want to beleft alone; they want to
protect the freedomsthey have, and
Chinaistaking away those freedoms.

Bookscritical of the Chinese govern-

ment arereportedly beingremoved
from publiclibraries. Companieslike
Facebook, Twitter, Google and Micro-
soft have said they won't comply with
government ordersseeking user data
until they have familiarized themselves

omy under aSino-British Accord of
1984, but Chinaisinahurry. It has
pressed thefast forward key. Theworld
watchesadisaster in siowmotion.
That'snot mixing metaphors. China
had alwayswanted toturn Hong Kong
intoaChinese city; theworld iswatch-
ingwhat waspredictable but avoidable.
It may seem asif nothing haschanged.
TheHong Kongskylinelooksthe same;
theHong Kong dollar isstill pegged to
thegreenback; the odd sampan turnsup
intheharbour; and theMTR stations
aretill called Admiralty and Central—
surely it can't besobad?Theform
remains, the substance changes.
When the Sino-British Accord was
signed, creating the so-called Basic Law
and the “one-country-two-systems”
model, it

Patten tried to ensure somerightsfor
Hong Kong'svoters, for which he
received abusefrom the Chinese. Each
year on 4 June, thousandsof people
cometo VictoriaPark in Hong Kong
with candles, holding avigil for Tianan-
men Square martyrs, infuriating China.
But clever dictatorscan play thelong
game, and thisisXi Jinping'smoment.
Oneby one, Hong Kong'sfreedoms
have begun to vanish—death by athou-
sand cuts. Theelitedon’t want toupset
thedragon, but the protestorshad
adopted “water” astheir metaphor,
spreading acrossthecity in unpredicta-
bleways; water seekingitsown level,
findingitspathways. They hadrisenin
204 with theumbrellarevolution; they
roseagain last year, opposing adanger-
ion law.

that in 50 years, Chinawould become
moredemocratic and Hong Kong's
freedomswould infect China. Hong
Kongoffered values, liketheruleof law
if not democracy, and the protection of
rightsif not full representation. It could

| wasin Hong Kong last year, and with
afriend wholivesthere, | had walked
among demonstrators near Causeway
Bay. Therewerethousandsof people,
many of them wearing masksto conceal
their identity. They were peaoeful and

only haveworked if Cl bythe
rulesunder theworld'svigilance.
Atfirst, Chinawaspatient. Itimitated
Hong Kong by building shiny glasstow-
ers, attracting foreign capital, investing

spirited; they sang
of themovement, GlorytoHong Kong,
they boycotted shopsowned by pro-
Beijing businesses; studentspainted
campuswallswith graffiti of slogans

ininfrastructure,
employ Chinese workerswho couldn't
form real trade unions, and gaveforeign
investorswhat they loved: an ability to

from and American revolu-
tionsand other liberation movements;
andthey cleaned up thelitter after the
demunsranonssmhanhecnty could

Cr
Hong Kong. Human rightsgroups
based in Hong Kongmay havetoreas-
sesstheir presence and staffing. The
city that once boasted of Asia'sfreest
mediaiscloser toafuturethat was
awayspossibleand dreaded. The after-
math of the Asian iccrisisof

with thenew law. Inscrutably, TikTok, a
itof

an pliant

rkforce, and world- astruc-
ture. True, investorsremained con-
cerned about transparency, corruption
andtheruleof law, but for that, there
wasHong Kongwith itsintellectual
property Iawyefs tax experts, and pri-

1997-98 had led to the closure of some:
publicationshased there—Far Eastern
EconomicReview (where | wascorre-
spondent), Asawesk, and the Wall
Street Journal in Asia(for both of which
Iwrote), al folded over time.

History isspeeding up; what was

d Shang-
hai and other citiesprospered, Hong
Kong'ssingular importance began to
diminish. And what it had and China

pecpl el spe 0 preserve
what they had; they did not want more,
and now they will get less.

Hong Kongisculturally Chinese, but
itspeople speak Cantonese, not Manda-
rin; they usean older script, not the
simplified modern text. Chinafears
what might happen if it becomes Hong
Kong. Werethat to happen, it would be
good for China'speople. What Hong

didn't
apriority for most investors, nor for
many governments.

Tobesure, theBasicLaw ensured the

Kong?

solidarity, but what they're getting
isapathy, asworld leaders go about
learning the correct angle at which

feared in 2047 Hong
Kongwaspromised 50 yearsof auton-

ruleof
Intheyearsbefore 1997, governor Chns
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etiqud bend while
bowing totheemperor in Beijing.

JUST A TROTEGHT

-

gomh 109.4%

Wedonotwanttoseea
Hong Kongthat enjoys
freedomson paper but
whose autonomous status
concealstheworkings of a
totalitarian state.

JOSHUA WONG

theWHOdithered in raising aglobal alarm

reforms, we should embark on thesetoo.

Let snot underestimatelndiasforeign policy expertise

GAUTAM BAMBAWALE

isaformer Indian ambassador
to Bhutan, Pakistan and China

e have in India many armchair
foreign policy “experts” who
seem to cast their opinionswith-
out having aniotaof experience on foreign

then encashing them when required. The

w\lh[he“PAI desk” (for Pakistan, Afghani-

question that ari

consular matters, and even in multilateral

fair appraisal from crmcsT

theeffortsof | stan,Ir mlsumsm\siamabad dlplomacy This knowledge iscrucia to

India'sforeign service establishment get a | and Kabul. Tt i app secretary whohas
ref- | It of dec- | servedashigh

ades and inevi- | and to the United States,

erencefor anysuch
long-term interestsof thecountry. Thiscalls
for strategic thinking.

If you consider the fact that the current
Indian ambassador to Russia is a fluent
speaker oflheoounlryslanguageand \son
histhird

diplomacy could easily be revealed for its
lack of depth when called upon toplay apro-
activerolefor thecountry. Criticsof theIFS
donot necessarily make able diplomats.
The external affairs ministry, asit hap-

dencefor over adecadenow. worked at India'sPermanent Mission tothe | pen: \eexper
India's external affairs ministry and the | UNinNew York, joint tank for
IFSencourage specializa- secretary (UN) position in |de.$and policy advice. This goes beyond
tion from the moment a - New Delhi, ge
Time-tested heincion Counti of World Affarsendthe

new recruit joinsthemin-

policy formulation or i
Onesuch pieceopined that Indian Foreign
Service (IFS)bureaucrats, with afew excep-
tions, are jacks-of-all-trades. From this
assumption, for which no proof was
advanced nor felt necessary,

array of contactsand adeep underslandmg
of that civilization and culture, you would

initsrole.

wasdrawn that the Indian foreign service
establishment does not have the ability to
provide real inputs for how our govern-
mentsshould conduct foreign policy.
Really?Then, how doyou explain tha for

T example. Ir
dor to the United Statesis doing histhird
stint at Washington DC over a 35-year
career, and thisishisfourth postingin that
country. Heknowstheinsand outsof theUS
political system and hesreliable contactson

over seven decades, boxing
well above itsweight in the international
arena. How did India get elected to the
United Nations (UN) Security Council for
202122 with oneofthelargest positive vote
countsever?Thiswasnot theresult of luck.
This was achieved through the assiduous

both sidesof ade.

Similarly, thejoint secretary at theexter-
nal affairsministry dealingwith Russiaand
Eurasiaisaveteran of two postingsin that
nation, and isasadept asour envoy therein
dealingwith Russia.

It mayalsosjrpnselhosewho stscrlbe

istry. L
tion, in particular, has
assiduously been culti-
vated over the years, and
this trend was greatly
encouraged when the late
Sushma Swaraj helmed
India’'sforeign policy.

Tobesure, thesepolicies
are not new. But they
received a sgmfmam
impetus during Swaraj's
tenure as India's foreign
minister. That isoneamong many reasons
why the Foreign Service Intitute in New
Delhiisnamed after her.

Field specialization has indeed been a
hallmark of thelFS with individual officers

cultivation of tners, aswell as
anding out of

tothejack-of-all- icer

beingbrought back toheaciquarterstodea

ther eco-
nomicor cultural diplomacy, on political or

processesarein
placeto aid our
policymakers
and these have
served Indian
diplomacy well

and gains enough experi-
enceover a38-year career
span to beableto perform
the high-level task
bestowed on India's sen-
ior-most diplomat.
‘Without understanding
these processes, it would
be foolhardy of armchair
expertsto think that they
could advice

Manohar Parrikar Ingtitute of Defence Sud-
iesand Analyses.
Totheministry'scredit, private organiza-
tionsfrom acrossIndiaarealsoinvolved in
the process, sometimes by being tasked to
prepare position and policy paperson spe-
cific subjects. Awhole ecosystem for idea-
tionininternational relationshasbeen cre-
ated in India Thisis arelatively recent
over thepast dec-

to the government, based
merely on an assessment
shaped bywhat seem likea
few best-sellers and visitsto the capitalsof
sundry countries. Thetroublewith such an
under-informed analysisof foreign policyis
that it tendsto place short-term interests
before long-term strategic ones. An

ade. Theministry aso employsinternswith
appropriate credentials. Critics, however,
gppear not to have noticed suchinnovations.

The government of the day is getting
excellent adviceon foreign policy formula-
tion from theFS Thiswastruein thepast as
well. Thereason for it isclear—it isexperts
and practitioners with along-range view

approach thatisnot thorough

tothe degree necessary for the conduct of

jiven tl for
formulating Indian policy.
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WORDLY WISE
RF,MF_MBER, REMEMBER ALWAYS, THAT ALL OF US, AND YOU
AND I ESPECIALLY, ARE DESCENDED FROM IMMIGRANTS

AND REVOLUTIONISTS.

— FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT

ThelndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BLUNT cUT

CBSE decision to reduce syllabi shows misunderstanding of
students’ stress, gives short shrift to ways of learning

HE COVID-19 PANDEMIC has eaten into the academic year of schools, cre-
ating pedagogical challenges for teachers and learning problems for stu-

Digitising the state

Athree-phase government project uses COVID
policy window for a much needed reform

MANISH SABHARWAL AND D B PHATAK

INA2015 VISIT to Silicon Valley — the first by
anindian Prime Minister to the US West Coast
since the semiconductor revolution in the
19705 — PM Modi suggested that “digital plat-
forms were advancing citizen empowerment

dents. Y
cation policymakers. Instead, the country's premier examination body, the
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), has used the blunt and me-
chanical measure of reducing syllabi “by up to 30 per cent” to “reduce the course load for
students of Class 9 to 12" This means that students will graduate to the senior-secondary

and democracy that ancedrewthewsrreng(h
from VID

how one element of Digital India — Aadhaar
enabled Direct Benefit Transfer — facilitated
quick and targeted action. But COVID also
demonstrated how large parts of the Indian
state mn[mue to resist, underinvest in, and

We make the case that the

engaging: “democ
caste” and “popular d 7. Excised from the syllabi

f classes 11 and

three-phase transition to mandatory digital
payments, accounting, and transactions for
proposed by the CAG

12are chapters on citizenship, nationalism, secul. thecountry.The

sacrificed at the altar of “curriculum rationalisation”, The CBSE and the Union Ministry of

(Comptroller and Auditor General) under a
new project and law called DATA (Digital
Accountabilty and Transparency Act)uses the

Human Resource Development reason that the cuts will " But
their reasoning actually reflects an old failing of education policy-making in India — there
-amongst polic ac

el
egant, and overdue reform with delightful

for student anxiety.
ics are to be “ex-
plained to students o the extent required to connect diferent topics.” They have also

the child. The “course loac bec

Teacl

‘The Union budgetgrew from Rs 197 crore
in 1947 to Rs 30 lakh crore last year and total
‘governmentexpenditure may be higher than
Rs 70lakh crore. But the form and manner of

“wouldnotbea partofeitheri ortheboard
g ar regard: unchanged since Independence; manual
textbooks as assemblages of facts, which have to be ised and itated in ex- i

aminations — the curriculum only serves the utilitarian function of enabling students to
pass examinations. This thinking has fostered an ecosysten i which coachlng insti-

to manually entered data at different stages
in different databases on different systems.

tutes”

3 prin-

of past examinations and “model answers”. There is now a growing body ofs scl\olarly
worlcwhi “ " stands n the way ofstudents

cipleof truth”
transparency and good governance. DATA
recognises that digitally empowered citizens

ic utilties that notonly pro-

reative way.
also exposed by the Vyapam scam n Madhya Pradesh, more than  decade ago.
the curriculumis not.

Tev-

A challenge for DATA is that
government
‘computerisation’ has often
mechanised manual
proccsscs rather tlul\ re-

has created siloed IT
systems with disparate
databases that lack modern
data sharing protocols for
organic lmkmg like APIs

funds drawn on contingent bills), and mis-
rantsin aid

project/activity costing, performance com-
and agencie:

parisons aci

Butdataunderliesall [ransaclmnal accounl—

nology architecture must ensure that all IT

ing,and payment nal

framework and dictionary to
and accurately capture, record, repor, pub-

forin-
stance IndEA) while ensuring robust security

ly or-

and privac

izontallyac now possible.
DATA has many other upsides; recognising
off-budget transactions (the last Union
budget took steps towards this fiscal trans-
parency and consolidation), business conti-
nuity (electronic records cannot be lost or

Acitizen-centricview of

truth encompassing every rupee of public

moneywould male the 299 remarkable peo-

ple who wrote India’s Constitution proud of

this 21st-century citizen empowerment in-

novation. Recurring operations will require
ata G

misplaced like files or paper andan
incontrovertible audit trail. Most impor-
tantly, it will enable Parliament and legisla-
tures to draw “assurance” that each rupee
due to the government has been collected,
and each rupee has been spent for the pur-
pose twas allocated.

three-year timeline is doable; one year for
standard-setting by the data governance au-
thority, two years to ministries/departments
of the Government of India and states, and
three years to all other recipients of govern-
ment money such as local and autonomous

‘The start point for DATA
commondatastandards forallentities eceiv-
inggovernmentunds nll formsf funding

bodies. Abiggift tcouldbea 12-
month mandatory deadline for all govern-
ment payments to go digital; bad behaviour

s:(e o

« ly
fundin h\l agency ‘many parts of
elementand entity. But covering the. do not use the RBI's free e-
between these needsthree elements: 100per  kuber system.

centend-to-end electronic data capture, data
governance for standards across all govern-
ment entities, and technology architecture.
‘The firstis clear; all receipts and expenditure

ionsincludi assessment,

A wonderful new book Midnight's
Machines: A Politcal History of Technology in
India by Arun Mohan Sukumar chronicles a
lesser-known political roject that began on

1947;

(Application Pra
Interfaces) and breed valid
concerns of fiscal data being

videe-
snue and expendnum data electronic, ma-

cause of stress for students. The hoy
from a child’s lived reality and underlined how the examination-centred education sys-
of ll\e joy The churn

hould

haveledto— our-
Kknowledge.

Instead, the CBSE has chusen to knock down some of the building blocks of knowledge.

CRUEL AND RECKLESS

Trump tries to turn health crisis into poll opportunity, using
schools, colleges as pawns. A welcome push back has begun

EADSOF GOV P

covip-1 Goin
by his record o fa, US President Donald Trump will be remembered
primarily forhi kitortopoli

ter as he seeks a second term. Both these factors were on show on
Tuesday “Chinavirus” again
ucational instituti ith serious impli American busi-
nesses and families. American schools and colleges are rightly considering the reopening
i countries, a significant part
problem for Trump,
almost pandemic, a intheUs.
On‘Tuesday,inameetin i to

purpose Jinked, non-i repumable reliable, ac-
cessible and searchable.

‘Achallenge for DATA s that government
“computerisation” has often mechanised
manual processes rather than “re-engi-
neered processes”. This has created siloed IT
systems with disparate databases that lack
modern data sharing protocols for organic
linking like APIs (Application Programming
Interfaces)and breed valid concerns of fiscal
data being incomparable (as basic as salary
expenditure across states), obscure (large ex-
penditures booked under omnibus head
called other), non-traceable (actual expen-
diture against temporary advances drawn or

ble (as basic as
salary expenditure across
states), obscure (large
expenditures booked under
omnibus head called other),
non-traceable (actual
expenditure against
temporary advances drawn
or funds drawn on
contingent bills), and
misclassification (grants in
aid as capital expenditure
and bookings under
suspense heads).

and invoices should be received, processed,
and paid electronically. The second is com-
plex; data standards are rules for describing
and recording data elements with precise
meaningsand semantics thatenableintegra-
tlsharing, nd ineroperbiiy Prescrbing

August15

toinfluence howcitizens thoughtabout tech-
nology and its place in society. He suggests
that Madan Mohan Malaviya's 1916 dissent
note as a member of the Indian Industrial
Commission seeded the Indian state's inter-
est in technology and drew a blueprint for

India’s currentgap be-

tandardisaton, charfy ambiguity. mirimise

tweenthedigitisation of the privatesectorand

redundantdara anda oftenreflects the 1972 Dandekar
ossenti-  Committee that no entity

nesmrﬁvvmv funds,collecting i ithoutfirst justifying”its
behalf of i This

thosed)scl\arglngcole functionsonbehalfof

e proposed government-wide data
standards coupled withreal-cime dtacap-

means our rights as consumers are higher
thanourrightsascitizens. But 100 yearsafter
Pandit Malaviya's forceful note, the digitisa-
tion ofthe Indiansate proposed by the gov-

tive m(elllgence tools like analytics, ticial
intelligence, machine learning, whichin turn
will support the establishment of budget
baselines, detecting anomalies, data-driven

leapinem-
powering our citizens.

Sabharwal and Phatak are with TeamLease
Services and IIT Bombay respectively

THE FALLACY OF RANKINGS

Archaic perceptions — not criteria of excellence — determine ratings of colleges

CHANDRACHUR SINGH

the country’s schools. He would even pressure governors to reopen them, he indicated
darkly. Trump has charged that schools are being kept closed for political reasons, to pre-
vent the US from teturing to norma . On the same day. the US Immigeation and

THEONSETOFafresh academicsession coin-
cides with the release of institutional rank-
ings. Meant primarily to guide and assist

¢ (ICE) bureau the mil-
li Js,whichinclude about2 4lakh Chinese.
They must leave the country or fac if their have

moved instruction completely oine. They must attend some physical classes perhaps
bymovingtoa fers them, or

Indian students may have become collateral damage in an attack on two targets —
theirChinesepeers; which

the

pay.but T
remember that the pre-eminence of US technology and business owes to the creativity
and industry of immigrants. The loss of Indian human capital would be felt across the
board, from education, medicine and IT to hospitality. In his enthusiasm to pander to
xenophobes, Trump should not forget that the US success story was written by immi-
grants. With Harvard and MIT filing a lawsuit against the Department of Homeland
Security and ICE agency in a district courtin Boston, challenging the ill-judged order on
international students — Harvard President Larry Bacow called it cruel and reckless —a
heartening push bacl

pen. But the White -

Cricket returns to the field, with new rules, the
same lifting of spirits
OR SOME WEEKS now, shortly before they headed out of hotel rooms to

train in the sun, cricketers from England and West Indies have been taking
Fahrenheit, orelse. Awalkd;

their
the corridor, and then only four of them in the lft at the same time, all four

: Elbows to call thelift,

for training. More rul there: No high-fi noclose-

proximity banter, no hanging around together in the evenings.

Before they reached Southampton, the quiet town where the Titanic once set off for
thatill d re now the cricket world
own thing i And Cl
says matter-of-factly, “this s my day job, thisis whatIwant todo,"ina promotional video
from the England cricket board on the eve of Test match, it seems he, and other players,
are saying they have had enough. Its time to play.

‘West Indies have had more challenges to face as they moved into a bio-secure bub-
bleinEngland. hed, otherissues —like
the Black Lives Matters flag they unfurled from the team balcony on a cloudy day.

«down below, Mic habout systemic racism
onlive television. And what the audiences, and fans? Even more than the players, itwas
the fans who were vocal about the need for the return of sport. Simple, everyday things
that they had taken for granted have assumed an extraordinary air now.

|

prospec
the best institutions and the courses offered
by them, the ranking system comes off as an
innovative attempt at quantifying excellence.

‘With 30,000institutions of different types
and standards, the Indian Higher Education
System (IHES)is the world's third-largest sys-
tem. The need to map institutional uneven-
ness and the inherent qualitative disparities
in standards make rankings significant. This
explains the i |mpuﬂan(e Df lhe MHRD-led

rankings. Whilesuch confusion accruesonac-

ing any policy parameter that would encour-
ageor

Interm:

rameters, all the ranki d up assigning
the top positions to a few select institutions.
According to the dec]

Tesourceuse,
mostofthe resourcesareigidly fixed and even
the slightest deviati t penal action.

red
(2019)in the collegecategory,the NIRF all-

‘The appointments and promotionsof faculty

catesdopercent hing-leam-

e af-

ematical calculauon of student s[reng[h
students-teacher ratio, permanent/tempo-
i numberof PhD hold

filiating and entirely independ-
ent of any merit-based distributive mecha-
nism. The point is that the existing regulatory

faculty positions as well as financial resource:
utilisation. Itaccords

ity todeelop nnovatve pedagoeyorout.
own.All

diversity quotients,another 15and 25 per cent

lhey need todoistostick tothe government-

National
(NIRF). The other system mof rankmg that has
got traction is the India Today rankings.
However,whenread inconjunctionwitheach
other, they produce conflating results.

For example, the NIRF for 2020-21 in the
colleges'category declares Miranda Houseas
the best college, assigning Lady Shri Ram
College and Hindu College second and third
positions respectively, while the India Today

il Hindu Cc

Itis not surprising,
therefore, to find almost the
same set of colleges topping
the charts. They do well
because they have a feeder
cadre of the best. The
application of a ranking

lege for arts and science and the second-best
college for commerce following Shri Ram
College of Commerce. Its interesting to note
that Miranda House does not have a com-
merce department and despite being ranked
behind Hindu College as per India Today rank-
ings,it gets the coveted top positionin the NIRF

methodology designed for an
open and dynamic system
when applied to a closed and
rigid one only ends up
conflating and

toresearch output omy

feel luckyif it rains.

respectively, and 10 points to perceptions
amongst employers and academic peers.
However, I would argue that despite be-
ing based on a strong methodological plat-
form,

" isnotsurprising therefore 0 indalmost
the same set of colleges topping the charts.
They dowell because they haveafeeder cadre
of the best. The application of a ranking

designedforan open and dy-
lied to  closed one

wheat. This is because the so-called top col-

leges top the charts largely on account of ar-

chaic perceptions, triggering the bestintakes,

which makes them score high on academic

parameters. The student strength or the fac-
ar h !

onlyends up; tunﬂanng and confounding re-
alities.Itis nottosay that the so-called top col-
leges in India do not have the drive o the ca-
pabilities toexcelindependently. Butforareal
assessment,they would need tobe freed from

legescan domuchabout. Being government-
funded, they are bound toadmitall thosewho
makeit st their declared cut- ofrmarks

realities.

Noneaf these colleges hasany say in design-

inherent at
parwith each other.

The writer teaches Political Science  Hindu
ollege, University of Delhi. Views
expressed are personal

Jury 9,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

OprPOSITION WALK OUT
ALMOST THE ENTIRE Opposition today
walked out of the Lok Sabha amidst an un-
usual display of tempers and heated ex-
changes with the treasury benchesand even
the speaker after 40 minutes of a determined
but unsuccessful attempt to get an adjourn-
ment motion admitted on “alarming
growth” of incidents of atrocities against
d people of

aflash point after the young Congress (1)
members tarted shoutingat the Opposition.

AtroCITY INMP

AGITATED OPPOSITION MEMBERS today
rapped the Madhya Pradesh government
over a gruesome incident of an alleged case
of rape in Morena. The government admit-
ted the bea[mg and torture but disclaimed
Ie ‘hief minister said the

ference when another suchissue was raised
in the house five days ago.

RELATIONS WiTH ASEAN
‘The Indian government has sought to assure
the members of the ASEAN that its relations
‘with its members will not be adversely af-
fected by its decision to recognise the pro-
Vietnamese Heng Samren reglme in

nities. Only eight opposition members, be-
longing to the DMK, the Muslim League and
the National Conference remained in the
house. The storm sparked off following

government accepted the “gravity” of the sit-
uationand proper actionwould be taken ac-
cording to the judicial process. A significant
aspect of this heated debate was that none

Gonsalves, Secretary in the Mmlslry "of
External Affairs, yesterday to the ambassa-
dors of ASEAN countries. The member coun-
tries of the group, who still recognise the
have been criti-

and  ofthe 11 women init.  Khmer Rouge
Jyotirmoy Basuandcl reached  Th indif-  cal of India's decision.
| [ N | New Delhi | [ N |
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The French president
post-coronavirus re

time in office has been b
ion looms, the biggest one

t by crises. As a deep
s yet to come’
—THE GUARDIAN

ho is caring for children?

Pandemic has been devastating for adolescents. Identifying their areas of stress, detachment
and confusion must be integral part of teaching-learning in time of crisis

tangible connections, programmes, engage-
ments, get-togethers, festivals and assem-
blies seem to have lost all meaning. In fact, |
think I have grown up very fast as compared

to any other generation of my age. Today,
‘more than ever, | feel triggered, flooded and
overwhelmed by this situation. The ques-
tion that wells up in my mind is what hap-
pened to yesterday? What will happen to-
day? How will | step into tomorrow? My
dreams have been replaced by sress, anxi-
ety and uncertainty.”

This cry of help came from an adolescent
inschool, who was unable to cope. The coro-
navirus apocalypse has been devastating for
adults, butadolescents have been impacted
by itin amuch greater manner.

Between the ages of 13 to 17, teens and
tweens have increased developmental mo-
tivation that makes it hard to isolate them.
‘The hormonal changes during puberty com-
bined with adolescent dynamics make them
highly attuned to social status and peer
groups.

Caughtinavacuum, atatime when they
were ready to launch themselves, many
teensare wading through complicated emo-
tions. They have had to adjust to online
learning, isolated from their friends, and
eliminate meaningful events from their cal-

in processing a range of very intense emo-
tions from fear and anger to sadness and
grief, the result can lead to a chronic anxiety
disorder.

Different teens are having different re-

endars. They mourn the loss of school
groups, sports and informal get-togethers.
‘The ritual of going to class and hanging out
with people who they have grown up with,
even if they have not been close friends,
seems over.

“Till now, the majority cfchildren werein

actions. For thecur-
rentsituation is giving them asense of calm
or relief. The extroverts, whose energy is
recharged by communication, are devas-
tated by the quarantine.

Itis very important to be on the lookout

avacation mode, but ot going
back to school has suddenly dawned upon
them because the pand

depression, which range
from emotional changes,feclings ofdespair

of abatement. Levels of frustration, nervous-
ness and disconnection have become much
greater. Anostalgia of events pre-March has
becomeintense.

Alotof adolescents hope to get back so
they can have  lttle time to officially close
the book on their lives in school. Due to this
pandemic, children are afraid of venturing
outside their homes. Suddenly, their

tal changes, difficulty in
focusing and [hinking‘ physical changes in-
cluding eating habits, weight and sleeping
patterns, It is imperative that we take very
seriously, actions of self-harm or even words
that may lead toit.

Disorders have emerged affecting mood
swings, behaviour and sleeping patterns due
to the excessive use of technology. This 24-
hour rhythm has now become the new

safety and security has been
and challenged from multiple angles.
The more common stressors that teens
are facing are loved ones becoming ill,
non-stop pandemic news, family
economics with their parents losing
jobs, loss of traditional in

norm,and e between
wakingand sleep.

Parents are trying to balance their own
workand the remote-learning schedules of
their children, trying to find ways to help
them cope. arents havetoacknowledge he
i their chil

their school activities that are significant
rites of passage, fear of catchinga flight, vis-
iting a grocery store or even going toa den-
tist. All these have impacted their mental
health.

Adolescence is a state of major transi-
tion. It's when they start finding their iden-
tity, their sense of self from their peer group.

and honest discussion ahout the struggles
they are facing, but with a level of reassur-

nce.
Adolescents watch adults for psycholog-
ical cues. If parents are calm, the children,
inturn, will be more confident of their well-
being. What may seem trivial to an adult
‘may be very important to a teen or a tween.

CRSasikumar

not the best approach: Parents must show
compassion and validate their concerns be-
cause they will not get the moments they
are missing back. The citation ceremonies,
farewells, annual days, school carnivals, all
of these make up the sights, sounds, feel-
ings and fragrances of the

Quid without
a quo

India’s trade agreement with China was
one-sided to begin with

7y

BIBEK DEBROY

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS are an outcome
of negotiations. To get something you want,
you yield on others. There is quid pro quo
and reciprocity. Thanks to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT),
since 1948, reciprocity has been built into
the World Trade Organisation (WTO).
Gains and losses needn't always be defined
in narrow economic terms — the quid and
the quo can be strategic. However, a quid
without the quo doesn’t sound rational.
Outside the then socialist bloc, India was
the first country to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the People’s Republic of China
(PRC). This happened on January 1, 1950.
Pakistan followed a few days later. India fol-
lowed through, in October 1954, with a
trade agreement with PRC, apparenlly

China,a continuing trend this trade agree-
‘ment contributed to. However, China’s ex-
ports would be broad-based and have
‘manufacturing items.

So far, I have stuck to broad heads and
these are heads as mentioned in the trade
agreement. Those weren't days when trade
negotiators followed harmonised customs
nomenclatures with digits pinning down
items. Such physical descriptions sufficed.
Let's look at sub-heads, under those broad
heads.

Under paper and stationery, we find
newsprint, mechanical pulp-free printing
paper, packing paper, stencil paper, blot-
ting paper, fountain pens, pencils, ink,
printing ink, and numbering machines. At
thattime, Indiahad a strong domestic base
in producingall these. Indeed, when Article
XVIIl of GATT was amended in 1954 to in-
troduce Article XVIIIB, justifying quantita-
tive restrictions (QRs) on imports on the
balance of payments grounds, one of the
eight items India imposed QRs on was
fountain pens. China’s fountain pen man-
ufacturing base in Shanghai, other than
Hero, is of later vintage. The Shanghai Hero
Pen Company traced its antecedents back
to 1931. That is when the Wolff Pen
Mznufzmmng Companywas founded, re-

based on “equality
least, that's what the preamble to [he
agreement said. This trade agreement over-
rode many historical ights India possessed
(trade missions/trading posts) in Tibet.
They were signed away. Therefore, for the
benefit to be mutual and not unilateral,
India must have gained something. This
‘was anarrow trade agreement. Unlike con-
temporary times, there was no talk of
cross-border labour or capital movements.
‘The gains could have been trade, or non-
trade.

Inany such trade agreement, while ne-

years. Itis their participation and reaction to
these that will make them the adults of
tomorrow.

Schools and the homes have changed
roles. The online teaching model has to be
embedded with an emotional compass
more than anything else as mental health
issues have already pinnacled and the

tis going to be felt across time.

In the immediate now, and
forever, we must stop
worrying about the learning
gaps, but think about how
our children will cope with
anxiety, uncertainty and
change. Can our children
breathe, meditate, relax,
experience tenderness, trust,
and do they know if they
have a self to find? If what is
being taught in school and at
home is not connected with
the child’s happiness,
survival and sanity, then,
who is caring for our

1Derty and responsibility

Social-emotional learning will help children
to cope and prevent arousal symptoms and
strong negative emotions. Capsules of med-
itation, yoga, motivational conversations
will help to deconstruct the conflict that chil-
dren are facing. Identifying their areas of
stress, detachment and confusion should
become an integral part of the teaching-
learning experience.

In the immediate now, and forever, we
‘must stop worrying about the learning gaps,
but think about how our children will cope
with anxiety, uncertainty and change. Can
ourchildren breathe, meditate, relax, expe-
rience tenderness, trust, and do they know
if they have a self to find? If what is being
taught in school and at home is not con”
nected with the child's happiness, survival
and sanity, then, who is caring for our
children?

The writer s principal, Springdales School,

SCrulings on internet restrictions in J&K uphold balanced constitutionalism

AISHWARYA BHATI

THE JANUARY 10 judgment of the Supreme.
Courtoninternet restrictions in Kashmir was
criticised as one *ignoring rights and reme-
dies”. The May 11 judgment on the same s-
sue was describedasan “abdication of duty”.
“The former judgment, in Anuradha Bhasin vs
Union of India, laid down guidelines to test
the validity of internet suspension orders and
their periodic review. The May 11 judgment,
in Foundation for Media Professionals vs UT of

hostility at the LoC andreck-
lessness of terrorist activities in the Valley
exposes the scheme of using even the pan-
demic towreak havoc.

Any analysis of merits and demerits of
the SC orders should start from this back-
‘ground information, s a “strict” analysis of
the law, without facts,is a purely academic
exercise. An important facet of modern
terrorism is lhE use of the internet.

Jammu & Kashmir, ordered the
of a special committee to review the orders
passed by the &K authorities by applyingthe
safeguards laid down by the Court in its
January 10 judgment. In a recent webinar
hosted by CAN foundation Harish Salve cau-
tioned: “Everybody who hasa point of view
today thinks the Supreme Courtis anational
dartboard, on which everybody who has a
point of view, has the right to throw a dart.
This must stop.”

The case s about internet vailabilty in

Cyberter y phenom-
enon, whereln terrorists use thE internet
to influence, communicate and fund

Kashmiris dynamic. The
‘government has to be the front-line enforcer
of the law laid down by the SC. The Court
recognises that the imposition of restriction
should be on a proportionate basis. In the
past month, more than 10 terrorism inci-
dents have been reported, with more than
15 soldiers/civilians killed. Due to the con-
tinuous onslaught of terrorism, internet re-
strictions may have to be used often for the
protection of human lives.
The constitution of the special commit-
tee by the Courtisin funherance of “bal-

jolen
saying that Kashmir is also prey to such
technology.

On August 5, 2019, internet services for
the entire union territory of Jammu and

anced ”. The Constitution
provides for rights under Part Il to be en-
forced by all the organs of the government.
Accordingly,the Court cannot be understood
tobe the sole protector of ights — the exec-

Kashmir
fore the Supreme Court seeking to quash the
internet restrictions imposed under the

Kashmir, which
acomplex geo-political history. It has oo
ivil ‘well d

Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services
Public or Public Safety) Rules,
2017, Strangely, the eminent counsel, -

utiveand responsi-
bility.

‘The framework the Supreme Court has
created by ts twojudgmentsrightly applies
this principle. irst, the SCcreated standards
for the executive to apply, including reading

Thro

thority. The Court necessarily alluded to the
fact that restrctions cannot be imposed for
the entire union territo

gotiating, try toidentify prod-
ucts where their country has a compara-
tive advantage, though comparative
advantage is necessarily dynamic and
changes over time. I try to get market ac-
cess for items where my country is com-
petitive and try to bargain and preven(

name ‘ompany later.
Compames like Jinhao didn't exist then.
Given India’s fountain pen and ink base, it
was a bt strange that in 1954, it was pre-
decided that China would have a compar-
ative advantage in exporting fountain pens
and ink and India would not. To reiterate,
we clamped down on imports of fountain
pens from the rest of the world, allowed
them specifically for Chinaand didn'twish
to export our own to China. If Hero pens
became ubiquitous in later decades, that
wasn't only due to smuggling through
Nepal. Those were legitimate imports. This
isonlyanexample toillustrate the broader
point about a biased trade agreement.
‘Tradeis not based on narrow notions of
comparative advantage. A country can si-
multaneously exportand import thesame
item. However, if an item figures in one
country’s list and not on the other’s, that

marketaccess for
isrelatively uncompetitive. Thisis stheprin

kind of preference. In mar-
ket access schedules, items specifically

ciple behind trade As broad

at's dumped

heads, —cere-
als, machmery, minerals, silk and silk piece-
goods, animal products, paper and sta-
tionery, chemicals, oils, and miscellaneous
items. India was allowed to export —
grams, rice, pulses, kyanite, unmanufac-
tured tobacco, raw materials and unman-
ufactured ores, wood and timber, hides and
skins, chemicals, vehicles, and miscella-
neous items. At that time, both countries
were planning to industrialise, China with
afirst five-year plan in 1953, India with a
first five-year plan in 1951, That being the
case, you would expect industrialisation
aspirations, and moving away from agri-
culture, to be reflected in items either side
was trying to push. If you look at those
broad heads, thisis not the impression you
get. Forexample, Indiawould export wood
‘and timber, but China would export paper
and stationery. China would export ma-
chinery, but India would export raw mate-
rialsand unmanufactured ores. Thatis, bar-
ring chemicals and vehicles, India would
remain a primary produce exporter to

intoa” " basket is relatively
insignificant. If you scrutinise the sched-
ules, you will find non-manufacturing
items in China’s miscellaneous list, but
many manufactured items in India’s mis-
cellaneous list (light engineering, plastic
manufactures, cement, agricultural imple-
ments, paper). By any yardstick, the 1954
agreement was one-sided. Today, any ne-
gotiator who agreed to this would be
hauled over coal, Nor, since GATT was al-
ready been established in 1948, could one
claim that India lacked in relative negoti-
ating capacity.

I'mentioned the quid pro quo gains of
trade or non-trade. Obviously, there were
notrade gains. One gave away and received
little n return. Non-trade gains arealso du-
bious. “Equality and mutual benefit” was
picked up from the trade agreement and
incorporated into Panchsheel later in the
same year.

The writer is chairman, Economic Advisory
Council to the PM. Views are personal

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

MODEL STATE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Crisis of
the future’ (IE,July 8). The Mid Day Meal
scheme has been in the news for ll the
wrong reasons — from corruption to
non-nutritional meals being provided.

orders — they need to be tailored district-

only in providing cooked meals even

wise. The T-
ifiable data. Further, the government should
consider bringing a narrowly tailored legis-
lation to curtail fake news, not only for
Jammu and Kashmir but also for the rest of
India. The safeguards and caveats ensure that
the function of the Supreme Court as an apex
interpreter of law remains intact, while leav-
ingthe calibration to the executive based on
the ground situation.

The supposed clarion-call of some
learned academicians and members of legal
fraternity of “abdication of duty by the
Supreme Court” seems to have completely
‘missed the hard facts in the Valley.

It will be apposite to quote a few
prophetic lines of one of the greatest legal
doyens, Nani A Palkhivala: “Itis true that eter-
nal vigilance s the price of liberty. But it is
true, inevena deeper sense, that eternal re-

incessant proxy war waged by an unstable
neighbour. The repeal of Article 370, re-or-
ganisation of the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir and the prospect of a brighter
future for Kashmir, Jammu and Ladakh, pro-

ing the case for

ugh

also partof the price of liberty.

e did not want to challenge the constitu-
tionality of the Rules, rather he was only con-
cerned with their application. Accordingly,

its recent May order, the Court has created
an important forum to review the orders
passed under the Rules. Now, the onus s on

the Court, of the fact that the
Rules donos compleely secure th s of

o show how it complies.
The first step for the governmentis to

pelled our neighbour
The COVID-19 crisis has only added to the
complexity of the situation on the ground.
‘The recent turn of events bear  testimony
to this trend. The excessive firepower and

citizens, read i ainvaluabl
safeguards suchas periodic review, The J&K
government implemented the SC order

JRK to assess whether the internet is being
misused to circulate fake news. Once such

Excessive authority, without liberty, is intol-
erable; butexcessive liberty, without author-
ityand without responsibility, soon become
equally intolerable.... Liberty has a hypno-
tising sound; while, unfortunately, respon-
sibility has no sex appeal.”

COVID criss. It was only after the NHRC
and Patna High Court orders that the
Bihar governmentsprangintoaction. All
other states need to leam from Kerala.
Bal Govind, Noida

FAR APART

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Li

tual decontrol(IE, July 8). The govern-
ment’s measures to discourage the im-
port of Chinese goods may end up
hurting India's economic nterestin the
long run. Indi il

@ MARKET DOMINANCE
THROUGH ACQUISITIONS:
SANJAY K PANDEY

www.indianexpress.com

dents by holding Class 9 to 12 examsin
2020-21 on the basis 70 per cent of the
syllabus? Won't these students with a
30per cent gapin their knowledge stare

to produce cheap, quality products. The
technological gap in manufacturing vis
avis China s vast. This will make prod-
ucts costlier, and the people will suffer.
Gracy Singh, Delhi

LEARNING VS EXAMS

THIS REFERS TO the report, 'CBSE to re-
Class9

blankly

y classes?
Varin Dhir, Ahmedabad

REVIEW QUOTAS

THISREFERSTO the article, 'Social injus-
tice'(IE, July 8) The caste-based reserva-
tionin legislatures, education, and pub-
lic employment i unique to India. The
founding fathers of our republic origi-

012, (IE,July 8). Since COVID-19 s un-

onlyandthattoofor 10years. They leftit

‘The writeris asenior

by casing internet r ina graded

manner.

quired tobe placed before the concerned au-

likely to end soon, what
tant — surviva o saving the academic  mentof thi policy periodically.
year? Why jeopa future of stu- Sudip KumarDey, Kolkata
ourtand former secretary,
Supreme Court Bar Association
EE B New Delhi B E B



Important Editorials for Read To Succeed 9" July

06

Che Cribune

ESTABLISHED IN 1881

Failing students

America’s visa curbs reek of coercion, bias

globe, but also p]ayed havoc with the academlc calendar Amid the

restrictions by the institu-
tions have been engaging with students through online classes — a
‘something is better than nothing’ option that factors in the current
unfeasibility of in-person teaching. In a move betraying total disconnect
with the situation on the ground, the Donald Trump administration has
made it tougher for international students to stay and study in the US.
America’s and Customs E agency has said that
it would not allow holders of student visas to remain in the country if
their institution goes fully online for the upcoming fall season. These
students face the risk of deportation if they don’t shift to universities
and colleges offering a blend of in-person and online coursework.

The US State Department claims that this ‘temporary accommoda-
tion’ provides greater flexibility to foreign students, but it’s actually a
coercive step that severely limits their choices and forces them to ‘take
it orleave it’. The rash decision will particularly hit Indian and Chinese
nationals as the two countries together account for about half of the over
11 lakh international students in the US. With India’s Foreign Secre-
tary Harsh Vardhan Shringla promptly expressing concern over the
development, the US is likely to find itself under increasing diplomat-
ic pressure to do a rethink sooner than later.

The Trump administration has chosen to play the ‘us versus they’
card months before the presidential elections. The divisive order, which
has been challenged in a federal court by Harvard University and the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), could prove to be counter-
productive in more ways than one. Slamming the door on a large group
of foreigners would deprive America of a major money-spinner at a time
whenits economy is in the doldrums. With nosign of alet-up in the Covid
crisis, US unt iesand re justified in switching to the 1

COV]D-!B has not only devastated lives and livelihoods across the

OPINION
Beating China atits game

Curbs are important, but India must work with other regional & global powers

G PARTHASARATHY

CHANCELLOR, JAMMU CENTRAL UNIVERSITY
& FORMER HIGH COMMISSIONER TO PAKISTAN

M Modi visited Ladakh on

July 3 to express the nation’s

gratitude to the armed forces

and paramilitary for their
role in defending the country, while
facing serious challenges posed by
China. His visitalso came in the wake
of seething public anger and calls for
retribution, because parts of the Gal-
wan valley and the Pangong Tso had
come under Chinese control. Refer-
ring to China’s perfidy in seeking to
expand its land and maritime fron-
tiers, Modi noted: “Whenever the
obsession for expansionist victories
takes over someone, it causes dan-
gers to world peace.” He pointedly
added: ‘Expansionism has been
dangerous to mankind.’

China’s disastrous invasion of Viet-
nam in 1979, its ill-advised intrusions
in Sikkim in 1075, the serious set-
backs in its intrusions in Sumdorong
Chu in Arunachal Pradesh in 1986,
and in Doklam in 2017, have demon-
strated that China’s army is not invin-
cible. The Chinese have refused to dis-
close their casualties in the Galwan

mode, albeit as an ad hoc, stop-gap measure. Maintaining the s
of education matters; so does the safety of students and teachers. The
challenge lies in striking a balance between the two considerations.

Criminal rip-off
Covid a fertile ground for scams

VEN before Punjab could get to the bottom of the registration of

fake construction workers to pocket Rs 3,000, which was being dis-

tributed among distressed workers last month, irregularities have
marred the Ayushman Bharat Sehat Bima Yojana for the same set of
workers involving Rs 750 each. The cheats — middlemen, labour and
health officials et al — seem to have found novel ways to outsmart the
system of linking the Aadhaar card of a beneficiary with the fund trans-
fer to his/her bank account. It was touted as a foolproof shield against
such misdeeds. Incidentally, it also led to the exposure of the fraud.

The Covid crisis has become a fertile ground for scamsters as they
brazenly dig into schemes envisaged to deal with the health emergency
and its emerging economic consequences. The fishy activities that have
the stamp of and mid-
dlemen leave an unbearable stink. For, they reek of a criminal rip-off of
those in most need of honest deals during a public health calamity:
patients, healthcare staff and millions of poor workers reeling under the
crippling financial blow wrecked by the lockdown. Unmoved by the plight
of the sick or the poverty-stricken, the charlatans don’t seem to leave any
opportunity of making money that this time of grave adversity has thrown
their way. The substandard PPE kits of Punjab, the overpriced hand sani-
tisers and face masks scam of Himachal Pradesh that took the scalp of the
state BJP chief, or the purchase of dysfunctional ventilators, all leave a
whiff of illegitimate profiteering and underhand deals.

Even as citizens, moved by the plight of the Covid-hit, have been gener-
ously donating towards initiatives such as PM Cares, it is a pity that govern-
ment funds are being usurped by some unscrupulous few. The swindlers
must be brought to book and given exemplary punishment at the earliest.
Quick dispensation of Jushce isthekey to every legitimate person duly ben-
efiting from gover d te further

UGH
Efforts and courage are not enough without purpose
and direction. — John F Kennedy

N THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, FRIDAY, JULY 9,1920

The “Marhatta” and Non-Co-operation.
REFERRING to Lala Lajpat Rai’s statement in the postscript to his recent letter
to The Tribune that the Marhatta had pamamr supponed his proposal, we said
thatour own reading of the h that his
position s at best doubiful and thatinall probabiliy he did not agree with Lala
Lajpat Rai. We now know that the Marhatta not only differs from Lala Lajpat Rai
aswell as M. Gandhi, but is in substantial agreement with ourselves. It its latest
issue it writes:In all conscience and with deep respect for both of the national
leaders, we cannot subscribe to this boycott of Council elections, as proposed. We
hold that the best interests of the country will be served only by entering into the
Councils and fighting the battle there.” Nor s there any diffeence of opinion

between us a rth placeof
in the national programme. We have said more than once that universal non-co-
operationisa of moral power

sparingly but quite decisively when circumstances make it necessary and
posslble to use it 15 not this also the meaning of the fo]lov\nng passage in the

T iding and deep faith in d believe that
the spearhead of all constitutional agitation is and can be non-co-operation only.
We differ only in its practical application.” The Marhatta itself scems to hold
practicall we do, because t tells us in th that “we
must begin with responsive co-operation which means  co-operation
commensurate only with the efforts which the Government puts forth to satisfy
our demands.” Between responsive co-operation in this sense and the policy we
have consistently advocated namely, that we should support only those measures
and policy of the G that make for greater Ffulfilment.

epaper. tribuneindia.com

. Reliable western jour-
nals have, however, disclosed that 43
Chinese soldiers were killed in hand-
to-hand combat, The Chinese must
now understand how a relatively
small, but determined group of Indian
Army soldiers responded strongly,
decisively and effectively, when their
unarmed compatriots were treacher-
ously killed. Modi pointedly noted
that ‘territorial expansionism’ was
the biggest threat to humanity. He
was alluding to China’s arbitrary ter-
ritorial claims on virtually all its
neighbours, including Japan, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, the

Che Tribune

JALANDHAR | THURSDAY | 9 JULY 2020

Pl
KEEP AT 1. Al the same time, military and diplomatic contacts and dialogue
with China are essential.

China will continue to work closely with Pakistan to
undermine and contain Indian influence and power.

Philippines and even Russia, where
some Chinese are now reviving claims
to the Russian port of Vladivostok,
which has been a part of Russia since
1860! China’s past actions, aimed at
expanding s frontiers, will now meet
greater opposition from its immediate
neighbours, across the western Pacif-
ic Ocean. China had thus far over-
come such opposition by a policy of
‘divide and rule’, backed by crude
threats to those who disagree with it.
Its ‘disincentives’ have included
crude use of maritime military power
against countries like Vietnam,
Brunei, the Philippines and Indone-
sia. The primary motive for such
behaviour is to have unchallenged
accessto 11 billion barrels of untapped
oil and 190 trillion cubic feet of natural
gas in the South China Sea. China has
used its powerful navy to take control
of vast tracts of the sea, from its
ASEAN maritime

Doval and Wang Yi agreed to com-
plete the ongoing disengagement
along the LAC and ensure de-escala-
tion. This will reduce current ten-
sions, but will it end the repeated vio-
lations of the LAC whose contours
the Chinese refuse to define? It
would require further negotiations
to get China to pull out from Pan-
gong Tso. This effort would have to
be complemented by active interna-
tional diplomacy that focuses on Chi-
nese intransigence.

The leaders of ASEAN member
states, meanwhile, have demanded
that territorial and other differences
should be settled in accordance with
the provisions of the UN Convention
of the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS).
They added: ‘UNCLOS sets out the
legal framework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must
be carried out The International
Court of ¢ The Hague had

Three days after Modi's visit to
Ladakh, NSA Ajit Doval had detailed
discussions with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi. India’s Special
Representative announced that

issued a clear ruling in 2016 on a claim
brought under the UNCLOS, against
China, by the Philippines. The ruling
was i favour of the Philippines. While
China is a signatory to the treaty,

which established the tribunal, it has
refused to accept the verdict.

China cannot be pleased with the
international diplomatic fallout of its
behaviour. US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo launched a scathing
attack on China on June 25, averring
that the US would deploy additional
forces in the Indo-Pacific Region in
response to growing Chinese threats
to India and other countries. He indi-
cated that he had spoken to his coun-
terparts in the EU about threats Chi-
na posed to its ‘peaceful neighbours
like India’. He also alluded to Chi-
nese threats to Vietnam, Indonesia
and Malaysia, and its disregard for
maritime frontiers. Pompeo’s words
have been accompanied by the
unprecedented deployment of two
'US nuclear-powered aircraft carriers
in the Indo-Pacific region. India
should, in turn, promote greater mar-
itime cooperation between members
of the recently formed Quad group-
ing, comprising the US, Japan, India
and Australia. This grouping is mov-
ing towards coordinated actions to
counter Chinese territorial threats.

We are now seeing the beginning of
movements across many parts of the
world, and particularly across Asia,
objecting to China’s territorial ambi-
tions and its ‘Belt and Road’ infra-
structure projects. But, given the size
of its economy and its conventional
and nuclear weapon capabilities, Chi-
na’s global influence will remain sig-
nificant. It will continue to work
closely with Pakistan to undermine
and contain Indian influence and
power. It will also seek to undermine
Indian influence in Nepal and
Bangladesh. Thus, while our bilater-
al economic restrictions on China are
important, we should remember that
China will be influenced only if we
work in coordination with other
regional and global powers. It is, nev-
ertheless, imperative that military
and diplomatic contacts and dialogue
with China should continue, while
taking appropriate measures to meet
the security challenges we continue
to face, in Ladakh and elsewhere,
across our borders with China.

Dread of the rejection slip!

Sumir PauL

NY writer’s biggest appre-

hension is to receive a

rejection slip.’ I, too, am
mortally apprehensive of rejec-
tion. In this age of Internet, one
doesn’t get a rejection slip of yore.
Instead, one gets a mail stating
that the submission hasn’t been
found worth carrying. The heart
does a somersault when the piece
is accepted. Waiting for the piece
to be approved is akin to waiting
for the board results, or waiting for
a beloved. At times, some friendly
and sympathetic editor writes to
you that the piece needs some cor-
rections and it should be a bit
longer or shorter. So, resend after
necessary changes.

Years ago, I got a rejection slip
in Urdu from a Pakistani newspa-
per. The editor took pains to send
aletter to me in India that he was
rejecting my piece as it didn’t fit
into any slot of the paper. Though
I was dejected, the language of
his rejection slip is something T
cherish even after so many years.
He stated, ‘Nihayat hi shaandaar
likha hai. Aapki Urdu bhi behad
saaf hai aur ek bhi ghalati nahin
hai, lekin main ise kahaan tawa-
jjoh doon samajh nahin paa raha
hoon. Isliye bade afsos ke saath
janaab ko lauta raha hoow’
(Yow've written so well. Your
Urdu is also very good and
there’s no mistake. But I'm clue-
less where I should place it.
Therefore, I am sending it back to

you with regret).

Many newspapers, especially in
Europe, still appoint qualified peo-
ple to write decent rejection slips
that shouldn’t hurt the contribu-
tors, and these rejection mails are,
at times, examples of euphemistic
English and literary gems. Here
are a few examples of wonderfully
written rejection mails. Also note
the implied humour. “The poem
you've mailed has all the emo-
tions but the editor doubts
whether it'll be able to evoke its
readers' emotions. So, we regret.
Better luck next time’ (The Lon-
don Times, 1993).

A rejection slip from a publish-
ing house in the US was sent to
none other than Ernest Heming-
way regarding his manuscript of A

Farewell to Arms. ‘We've had
enough of love stories against Lhe
backdrop of wars. So, we
farewell to your nicely wnuen
book.” Rejection slips could be
sarcastic as well, depending upon
an editor’s moods and disposition.
T once got a rejection mail from a
renowned publication: ‘I've been
receiving your articles regularly.
They deserve to be carried, albeit
after a few years. It punctured my
creative ego so badly that until
that editor was at the helm, I did-
n’t send my pieces!

I'm sure, this nightmare of
rejection has haunted all writers
in all ages across the world, and
will continue to haunt, so long as
there are contributors and fastidi-
ous publications.

Not in haste
Reference to TCMR jumps the gun’
(July 6); it would be an honour if
India comes out first with a vaccine
against Covid-19. But as a young citi-
zen, 1 think the deadline that the
ICMR has declared is just unrealistic.
If the deadline declaration is only
due to political and public pressure, it
is a big concern for everyone. Under
the normal circumstances, vaccine
trials require a certain period, mostly
in years. Many a time, there are unex-
pected side-effects of a vaccine after
several years, and also, no one can
guarantee its durability. Hasty pro-
duction or declaration of Covid-19
vaccine may not only increase the
risk of many side-effects, but also
concern about human life.

HARSHAL SURESH DESALE, PUNE

China can’t be trusted

The developments at the LAC are
surely a cause for concern keeping
in view the hypocrisy of China,
though on the face of it, China
feigns The

and cons in the right
SANTOSH JAMWAL, HAMIRPUR

Two-child norm
No country can become b

Refer to the middle ‘Feathered visi-
tors & their long history’ (July 7); peo-
ple should be cognisant and aware of

har if the population increases by
180 lakh per year or one Australia is
added every year A consensus
should be reached to introduce a
system of incentives and disincen-
tives. A massive awareness pro-
gramme for observing a two-child
norm should be launched on the
scale of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
There was a very successful pro-
gramme in Haryana in 1980. A per-
son was required to bring one case
of family planning operation before
joining duty after recruitment.

RN MALIK, GURUGRAM

Halwara airport

It is heartening that the government
has decided to start constructing the
Halwara airport on priority, but
being a common citizen of Ludhi-
ana, may I ask what is wrong with

talk between our NSA and the Chi-
nese foreign minister has for the
time being helped in de-escala-
tion, but to trust China will be a
blunder. ‘One may smile, and
smile, and be a villain’ is true of
China. The need is to be more cau-
tious and vigilant and weigh all pros

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200word limit. These should be coge d can b

the pment of Ludhiana air-
port? Why the huge funds to be
spent on developing the Halwara
airport in the coming months and
years cannot be used to upgrade the
international airport at Ludhiana,
which is already in operation in
stages for the last many years?
ASHOK JAIN, SAHNEWAL

upshots of
biodiversity. Each species plays its
specific role. The rivet popper hypoth-
esis suggests the importance of
species richness in the maintenance
of the ecosystem. Totackle the emerg-
ing stumbling blocks like global
warming, climate change, radiation,
air pollution, waste management etc.,
conservation of biodiversity should be
our most urgent need. Recreational
activities in nature’s meadow make

our day, and enrich our lives.
VINOD KUMAR GARG, BARNALA

Marvellous nature
1 greatly enjoyed the middle
* Feathered visitors & their long his-
tory’ (July 7). It is so true that
nowadays we are witnessing so
many marvels of nature that man
has been forced to step aside. Hope-
fully, we will learn and continue to
not interfere with nature even after
this crisis ends. Sometimes it feels
like we humans are the actual virus
that nature is trying to get rid of.
Even in my garden, I see doves and
mynahs making nests in the
bougainvillea. Their merry chirp-
ing wakes me up every morning.
HS BEDI, MOHALI

How ayurveda heals
Apropos of the editorial ‘Misleading
brand name’ (July 3); vata, pitta and
kapha do not just mean air, bile and
phlegm but represent bio-physics,
bio-chemistry and bio-mass forces in
the human body. They carry all body
functions, physiological and patho-
logical. During wellness, they remain
in balance. Correction of abnormal
function is a treatment approach by
means of samanya and vishesha
dravyas or methods, so as to bring
wridhi or hraash to physio-pathology,
like the modern medical approach.
NARESH DALAL, JHAJJAR

Will change come?

In my 76th year, T am still awaiting the
moment when wewill stop demeaning
our citizenry by using terms like garib,
Scheduled Caste etc. When Modi came
to power, I had high hopes that he
would take action on key problems.
Why can't we eradicate the mafia oper-
ating in our country? Why can’t we
have centres for those in need of assis-
tance to become self-reliant, instead of
begging? Why can’t we have a social
security system that takes care of
everyone’s needs of health, shelter
and food? When in Opposition, all par-
tiesattempt todisregard thework done
by their predecessors. The chair alone
interests the politicians.

COL KULBIR SINGH (RETD), CHANDIGARH
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Pact with China no guarantee of peace

LUVPURI
EX-MEMBER, GENERAL'

conventions or claims on the ground
that they are one-sided interpreta-
tions of the boundary.

The circumstances in which the Sino-
Myanmar boundary settlement took
place were marked by high political flu-
idity prevailing in Myanmar. After gain-
ing independence in 1948, Northern
Myanmar became the area where the

'GOOD OFFICES ON MYANMAR

HE ongoing Himalayan con-

flict between the two most pop-

ulous countries of the world has

reignited the debate that timely
resolution of the Sino-India boundary
dispute in the 1950s would have spared
the two Asian giants intermittent bouts
of border clashes in the decades to fol-
low. There is enough literature and vari-
ous interpretations floating around on
the Sino-Indian talks on the boundary
issue in the 19505 between Chinese Pre-
‘mier Zhou Enlai and Indian Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru.

In the 1950s and 1960s, China pur-
sued talks with at least twelve of its
neighbours. China has often stated
that it doesn’t seek expansion as it
has rhetorically claimed that it has
converted its land borders into ‘bor-
ders of friendship’. In this context, it
may be worthwhile to study whether a
mere demarcation of borders can
bring peace in the borderlands. The
Sino-Myanmar boundary may be rela-
tively a closer point of reference to the
Sino-Indian Line of Actual Control.
China shares with Myanmar a bound-
ary stretching 1,358 miles in length.
Like India, Myanmar’s point of refer-
ence on the boundary issue was the
imperial claims, conventions, agree-
ments and records. China has
refused to abide by the imperial

PAWAN KUMAR BANSAL
FORMER UNION MINISTER OF RAILWAYS

The Railways does require
huge funds for upgrade and
modernisation. The way
forward is to generate
revenue, not abdicate the
responsibility of running the
system efficiently. It conveys
asense of defeatism when
the Railway Minister says the
objective is to introduce, inter
alia, modern rolling stock
with reduced maintenance,
less transit time, safety and
world-class travel
experience. This ought to
be the remit for the
entire network.

Chinese troops, called Kuom-
intang exiles, established bases as they
retreated after facing defeat at the hands
of the advancing communists. As the
communists established power in main-
land China, they forced the then govern-
ing political elite in Burma to drive away
the Kuomintang exiles to Taiwan and
other neighbouring countries.

Like India, China signed an agree-
ment for five principles of peaceful
existence, famously known as the
Panchsheel agreement, with the
Myanmar Prime Minister U Nu in
1954. However, the context in which
the agreement was signed was heavily
skewed against Myanmar as the Chi-
nese troops were already inside Myan-
mar and they laid claim over parts of
Northern Myanmar. This was coupled
with the massive inflow of population
from China to Myanmar as this
changed the demography of many of
the Myanmar cities.

After several rounds of negotiations
between the two sides in the backdrop of
a fierce power struggle taking place in
Myanmar, both the countries agreed ona
boundary in October 1960. It seemed
pragmatism had prevailed. There was a
territorial swap based on geography and
administrative ease. No doubt, the agree-
ment between the two countries has
largely held but the situation that fol-
lowed in Northern Myanmar in the last
six decades is nothing short of a civil war.

The three highland regions, name-
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ly, Kachin, Wa and Shan, inhabited by
the country’s ethnic and religious
minorities with political and econom-
ic grievances, are insurgency-hit
parts of Myanmar with a strong trans-
border influence from China. Chi-
nese state institutions, including the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and
the regional government of China’s
neighbouring Yunnan province, main-
tain equities with all the stakeholders,
including the insurgent groups,
across the border in a calibrated and
sophisticated manner, The insurgen-
cies are seen as a threat to national
security and unity by the Burmese
ethnic majority, living in the plains of

Irrawaddy delta, thus becoming the
raison d’étre for military domination
in the power structure.

Wa state, which has trans-border
civilian, economic and alleged mili-
tary ties with China, is de facto
autonomous and a modus vivendi
exists between the Tatmadaw, the
local name of Myanmar military, and
the United Wa State Army since 1989.

In Kachin, China maintains its rela-
tionship with the Kachin Indepen-
dence Army (KIA), an insurgent group
active in the region, as well as Tat-
madaw. The region has jade mines,
which is often the site of mass casual-
ties as locals work as miners in inhos-

Mere drawing of the
boundary does not bring an
end to the centuries-old
influence of neighbouring
areas. The Burmese project
for a stable nation-state
may have resolved a
boundary row with China,
but it failed to end
insecurity. For different
reasons, the same holds
true for China's
borderlands close to India.

MIXED RESULTS: The China-Myanmar

border agreement has largely held but
civil war has followed.

pitable and unsafe conditions. On
July 2, a landslide at a mine in
Hpakant town in Kachin state
claimed 172 lives. China is the
biggest market for jade as it is consid-
ered an auspicious stone by the
wealthy Chinese. The value of illegal
trade of jade is several times more
than the legal trade, creating a cor-
rupt ecosystem of the senior officials
of Tatmadaw, KIA commanders and
the Chinese market.

Coming to the nearly 2,167 mile
Sino-Indian Line of Actual Control,
nearly one-fifth of the Chinese terri-
tory is Tibetan Autonomous Region
(TAR) and it is this restive region that
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adjoins India. Tibet is at the heart of
China’s modern conception of a
nation-state. The first provisional
president of Republican China, Sun
Yat-Sen had mooted the idea of the
Republic of Five Nationalities —
Han, Manchu, Mongolian, Hui (Mus-
1lim) and Tibetan.

China has often resorted to diplo-
matic bullying to prevent the Dalai
Lama from meeting with other glob-
al leaders. In October 2009, even the
then US President Barack Obama
decided not to meet him as it was
believed that it would impact the US
President’s upcoming China trip.
Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh, the
two areas that adjoin the Sino-Indi-
an Line of Actual Control, have
recorded centuries-old transnation-
al ties, including trade and reli-
gious, with Tibet. The Dalai Lama
visits both the areas frequently as
part of his religious duties. In this
respect, whether the boundary
would have been demarcated or not
with India, the Chinese strategy to
homogenise would have continued
to view its borderlands or perceive
areas across as a security threat.

The border lands, populated by
ethnic and religious minorities, are
more than just the territorial space
to be conquered and administered.
A mere drawing of the boundary
also doesn’t bring an end to the
centuries-old influence of the
neighbouring areas. The Burmese
majority project of establishing a
stable and peaceful nation-state
may have resolved a boundary row
with China, but it failed to end the
insecurity in its borderlands.
Though for different reasons, the
same holds true for China’s border-
lands that are close to India.

Focus on railway resources, not private push

Y inviting a request for qualifi-

cation (RFQ) from private par-

ties to run 151 trains on 109

Toutes, the government has tak-
en the first step towards the privatisation
of Indian Railways. This follows its earli-
er decision on strategic disinvestment of
the Navratnas, the Container Corpora-
tion of India Ltd (CONCOR), to bring
down its stake to 24% in the marquee
‘hauler,amove that raises concerns about
the emergence of private monopoly in
the container movement sphere.

The present scheme postulates that
the selected concessionaires will use the
government railway tracks and other
infrastructure, but operate the trains
entirely on their own with personal crew,
ticket examiners, train superintendents
and guards. They will have the right to
collect market-linked fare without any
binding about the class composition and
halts of their trains. Though the private
operator will pay the haulage charges
and any other payment as specified in

 NATION'S LIFELIN Over two crore people travel daily by train in the country.

—and1,23,542km o total track lengthas
of March 2019, the Rails

with reduced maintenance, reduce tran-
sittime and ide h: d safety and

the Indian landscape with 2.26 crore peo-
ple travelling daily from 7,349 stations

world-class travel experience. This ought
m be the remit for the entire network.
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e the
constrain own use of important infra-
structure like washing lines and mainte-
nance depots of the Railways.

Grant of a head start of 15 minutes to
private trains against other trains run-

ning on the same route will adversely

lmpam. the Railways. This will help pri-
vate trains attract all the traffic en route,
like what we see nthe case of private bus
operators vis-a-vis state transport buses.

The core function of the Railways is to
drive trains. The Railways is the verita-
ble lifeline of the nation. Governments in
the past preserved its character and role
asanational transporter at an affordable
cost. With a route length of 67,638 km —
1.5 times the circumference of the globe

besides goods
over 3.2 million tonnes.

As if preparing to discard the sanctity
of its core function, the government
increased the capital outlay for 2020-21
only by Rs 5,000 crore — to Rs 1.61 lakh
crore over last year's Rs 156 lakh crore.
Similarly, budgetary support this year
sawan increase only of 0.05% toRs 70,000
crore from Rs 69,967 crore last year.

The Railways does require huge funds
forupgrade and modernisation. The way
forward is to generate resources, not to
abdicate the responsibility of efficient
running of the system. It

of non-core functions like
eml works, onboard catering, house-
keeping and supply of components to
rail coach factories has always been a
normal practice. Private investment
under the PPP model can be profitably
sought in building world class stations,
redevelopment of other stations with

ways to attract private investment in
this fashion. Two projects worked out
related to five participative models for
rail connectivity to ports, mines and
major industrial hubs and building
freight terminals, where the private
party would buy land and share 50% of
the terminal charges.

Under the first model, the partnering
party would buy land and build the track
but the operations would be solely by the
Railways with the former getting pay-
back of investment through freight
apportionment. Other proposals related
to high-speed corridors, dedicated
freight corridors and multi-modal logis-
tic parks. On the contrary, the present
plan is to privatise the running of trains
per se. This, in course of time, will usher
in privatisation of other vital operational
functions, including security on trains.

The need today is to improve efficien-
cy. Operating Ratio (OR), which denotes
the amount spent to earn Rs 100, is an
important parameter to gauge perform-
ance or health of railway finances. In
2019-20, it shot up to an unsustainable
level of 97.46% against the earlier esti-
mate of 95%. The remedy lies not in
handing over the operation to private
parties but to devise means to augment
efficiency and revenue. Presently, there
is no wellaid roadmap in sight to boost

ffect saving:

Jand, many avenues of income remain
untapped or unexploited. The Anil
Kakodkar Committee on Safety and
the Sam Pitroda Committee on Mod-
ernisation noted the immense poten-
tial of earning handsome amount from
surplus land at the stations.

The freight segment has scope for
expansion to achieve at least 50% share
of the total freight movement in the
country. Carriage by rail is cost-effective
and six to 10 times more efficient than
road transport. One rake of 59 open wag-
ons carries 4,022 tonnes of freight and
that of 43 covered wagons carries 2,870
tonnes. This is equal to the load carried
by 402 and 287 trucks, respectively. With
Jong loops that can hold 1.5 km-long
trains, a goods train can carry more than
10,000 tonnes of freight. Commission-
ing of two 3,342 km-ong dedicated
freight corridors, a project initiated by
Dr Manmohan Singh, will speed up the
movement of freight, freeing main lines
for more passenger traffic.

Scrap worth crores lies in stores,
depots, workshops, at stations and
along the tracks. A concerted effort to
clear it can rake in funds and also clean
up cluttered railway spaces. Another
source of revenue can be giving tempo-
rary possession of land, on licence basis,
of the adjoining 67,638 km of tracks, to

‘multi-functional state-of-the-
art base kitchens for hygienic prepara-
tion of wholesome food, freight termi-
nals, multimodal logistics parks,
expansion of optical fibre cable network,
port connectivity projects ete. This will,
without the core func-

of defeatism when the Railway Ministry
says the objective is to introduce, inter
alia, modern technology rolling stock

tions, drastically reduce the need for
injecting public funds in many projects.
The UPA government had explored

Expansion of parcel services and
advertising on trains, stations, CCTVs,
tickets and catering material etc has
immense potential and calls for
aggressive marketing. Given its vast
network, including over 240,000
freight wagons and over 60,000 passen-
ger coaches, besides the infrastructure
of 7,349 stations and 1.07 lakh acres of

landless farmers. Thiswill
generate income as also green the
stretch on both sides of railway tracks.
Station buildings can be uses {o set up
small solar plants to meet local needs.
Modemisation calls for a mission
mode. For this, privatisation of opera-
tions is not the answer. It is tantamount
to turning the PPP model upside down,
using ‘public goods for private good'.
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9 Sailcloth

20 Task freel
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1 Waste time in trifing (6)
4 Contraband (8)

10 Superficial (4-4)
12 Wholly engrossed (4)
13 To some extent (5)
14 Before long (4)

17 Unique in k\nd (12)

Undertaken (6.2,4)
23 Antiaircraft fire (4)
24 Alanguage of India (5)
25 Impudent (4)
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YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

Across: 1 Child, 4 Pageant, 8 Ant, 9 Tall order, 10 Slender, 11 Gravy, 13 Chancy, 15
Warren, 18 Hokum, 19 Drought, 21 To the fore, 23 Rob, 24 Hapless, 25 Testy.
Down: 1 Classic, 2 In the dark, 3 Dated, 4 Paltry, 5 Georgia, 6 Aid, 7 Tardy, 12 As
regards, 14 Compete, 16 Notably, 17 Odious, 18 Hitch, 20 Overt, 22 Tip.

epaper, tribuneindia. com

26 Collap:

29 Useless (2-4)
30 La Gioconda (4,4)
31 Full of odd ideas (6)

To incline (4)

Band of criminals (4)
Stay in hicing(3.3)
ly (6)

Crmclse severely (4,2,6)
15 Afair chance (5)

16 Muscular (5)

18 Loss of status (8)

19 Inanger (8)
21 State as a fact (6

22 Small dark plum (6)

se (4)
27 Sullenly obstinate (4)
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SUNSET:  THURSDAY  19:28 HRS
SUNRISE:  FRIDAY ~ 05:27 HRS

OO =

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy ~Rainy  Foggy
ety MAX M
Chandigarh | 33 25
NewDelhi | 34 | 26
Amritsar | 33 | 25
Bathinda | 34 | 27
Jalandhar | 33 | 25
Ludniana | 33 25
Bhiwani | 34 | 27
Hisar 34 27
sirsa 34 27
Dharamsala| 28 19
Manali 26 13
Shimla 2 |17
Srinagar | 3L | 16
Jammu | 36 | 24
Kargil 2% 12
Leh 20 |17
Dehradun | 30 | 22
Mussoorie | 24 | 15
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