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‘WORDLY WISE
M S 18 NOT THE NEXT GILCHRIST,
HEIS THE FIRST M S DHONI.
— ADAM GILCHRIST
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

FOR BETTER HEALTH

National ID would improve medical care, patient experience.
Challenges of privacy, doctor shortages will have to be addressed

"T'SFITTING THAT the laun f Digital NDHM) was
the centrepiece of ane Narendra Modi's speech on the country's 74th

Day. Wi — most of | lhEm life that
p
of i ‘mortality it COVID- the salience
of arepository that can alert the physician to a patient's medical history at the click of a
computerkey cannot “Every Indian will be givena health ID that will work

like a health account. This account will contain details of every disease, the doctors you
visited, [he medicines you took and lhedlagnosls PM Modi said. The health ID WIIl al—
\d doctors. The creati f

A crisis without villains

Current economic contraction is different from previous
ones. Governments should borrow and spend

HARISH DAMODARAN

INDIAHAS NEVER experienced negative eco-
nomic growth since 1979-80,and before that
in 1972-73, 1965-66 and 1957-58. All these
were drought years with 1957-58 also reg-
istering a significant balance of payments
(BOP)deterioration and 1979-80 witnessing
the second global oil shock following the
Iranian Revolution.

‘The real GDP decline of 5-10 per cent that
various agencies are projecting for 2020-21
would be the country’s first ever not trig-
gered/accompanied by an agricultural or a
BOP crisis.

‘This time round, not only have farmers
harvested a bumper rabi crop, and look set

peatit Kharif season, pub-

ialecosystem for healtheareand me anempt Mo beingof

will, however, hallenges, including correct-

ing some of the medicalsector's longstanding problems.
12017, i ‘medicalinfor-
‘mation of the country’s citizens. Ayear later, e Niti Aayog prupused thecreationofaNa-
ID*toreducetheriskof increase

quali are”, Thisurgetoc
threeyears. ha

however, not the country's health-

care system — the shortage of medical personnel. Despite i i the pastsix

lic cereal stocks at 94.42 million tonnes as on
July 1were also 2.3 times the required level.
The January-March 2020 quarter was the
first in 13 years to have recorded a current
account BOP surplus. June even saw a sur-
plus on the merchandise trade account for
the first time after January 2002. Foreign ex-
change reserves were at an all-time high of
$538.19 billion on August 7, ising by $60.38
billion since end-March amidst the novel

years, at 1:1450, the country’s doctor-population ratio does not meet the WHO's norm of
one doctor for 1,000 people. The situation is compounded by the poor state of primary
health centres in much of the country. There are fears, therefore, that tasking the already

and the lockdown.
‘That makes the current contraction to-

would run out. The same goes with busi-
nesses. Many have shut or are operatingata
fraction of their capacity and pre-lockdown
staff strength. The ones still making profits
are conserving cash. If at all they are invest-
ing, it is to buy out struggling competitors
and not to create new capacities. Just as
householdsare uncertain aboutjobs andin-
comes, firms don't know when demand for
their products will really return.

‘This demand-side uncertainty and the
resulting economic contractionis something
new tolndia. And it stands out in asituation
‘where food stocks and forex reserves are at
record highs. Meanwhile, banks are lso fac-
ingaproblem of plenty. While their deposits
areup 111 per cent,the corresponding credit
‘growth hasbeen justRs 5.37 lakh croreor5.5
per cent. With very litle credit demand, the
bulkof their incremental deposits are being
invested in government securities, which
have increased year-un-yearby Rs721 lakh
crore or 203 perc

't caused too much of permanent damage.
The truth is that growth had already slid to
3.9 per cent in 2019-20 and we don't know
'how many solvent firms would remain even
after the COVID uncertainties lift.

The second reason for not doing muchis,
of course, the state of government finances.
In2007-08, the year preceding the global fi-
nancial crisis, the Centre's fiscal deficit was
only 2.5 per cent of GDP, whereas it stood at
4.6 per cent in 2019-20, excluding “off-
budget” financing of expenditures through
borrowings forced on the likes of FCI. The
space fora fiscal stimulus, in other words, is
very limited compared to that time.

Butitis equallya fact that between 2007-
08 and 2019-20, the Centre's outstanding
debt-GDPratio has come down from 56.9to
49.25 per cent. So has general government
debt, which includes the liabilities of states,
from 74.6 to 69.8 per cent. Economists such
as Olivier Blanchard have shown that public
debts are sustainable provided governments
can borrow at rates below nominal GDP

In demand recessions, there are hardly
anyvillains. food, driving
upoil prices or shorting the rupee. You can-
notblame consumers for ot spending.Nor
d a point for

from
were “supply-side” induced. There's no

cessofthehealth
IDscheme.In act physican burnout isone of the min reasons for thedigital health ecos-
in progressintec ountries, suchas the US.
The core building blocks of the NDHM — the Health ID and Health Facility Registry —
shallbe ovined, operated and maintained by the government. However, prite opera-
torswill h
the market. Such linkages across public and private players could enhance medical effi-
ciency and improve the patient's experience. Patients can choose the documents they
would how long, Even then, h re-
ations between health service providers — doctors, hospitals, insurance companies —
and medical care seekers, apprehensions of privacy breaches are not unfounded. The
country's data protection law — in the works for almost three years — will have to factor
in such concerns, arm patients with safeguards. In the coming months and years, the
government and the country’s legal, IT and medical systems will have to come together
totranslate the NDHM's patient-centric vision into reality.

THE BOY FROM RANCHI

Win, lose or retire, Mahendra Singh Dhoni never lost his poise
or perspective. His legacy will endure

FIER 16 YEARS in India colours, Mahcn(lra Smgh Dhonileft the interna-

Aggregate deposits with commercial banks
asof July 31 were Rs 14.17 lakh crore or 111
per cent higher than a year ago. The closest
parallel one could draw is with the 2000-01
to 2002-03 period of the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led_government. The Food
Corporation of India’s (FCI) grain stocks in
July 2002 were 2.6 times the buffer normand
the country ran current account surplusesin
2001-02and 2002-03.But the economy did-
Nt contract then; growth merely fell from 8
per cent in 1999-2000 to an average of 4.5
cent during the next three years.

What we now have s a classic “western-
style” demand slowdown that post COVID-
19 has turned into a full-fledged recession
bereft of consumption and investment de-
mand.

Everybody knows the
solution. If there’s anybody
atall that can spend and
invest today, it is the
government. There are two
probable reasons, though,
why itisn't doing that. The
first is the expectation/hope
that once the worst of the
pandemic s behind us,
people will start spending
and businesses, too, will
spring back to life. However,
this assumes the economy
wasn't doing all that badly

have suffered income, ifnot job, losses. Even

ly and that the
lockdown hasn't caused too

ansp
ingbecause they aren'tsure when their luck

much of permanent damage.

perfect!
rational and virtuous. In most cases, the com-
petence, commitment or integrity of indi-

inflation). The
latter averaged 11.1 per cent during the
Narendra Modi government’s first term from
2014-15 to 2018-19. As against this, the
weighted average interest rate on Central
government securities ruled between 6.97
per centin 2016-17 and 851 per centin 2014-

vidualsisn'tunder question,
is toinsult the millions of migrant labourers
thrown out of work and entrepreneurs who
have lost everything they had put into their
businesses. This is a purely economic prob-
lem — of people with even incomes not
spending and savings not getting invested.
Atsome point when all this reduced spend-
ing and investments leads to a further con-
traction of incomes, it is bound to squeeze
out: saving; aswell.

15.0nly with DP growtl

72 per centin 2019-20, and most likely zero
this fiscal, has the Blanchard debt sustain-
ability formula come under threat.

‘The Modi government can take lessons
from the Vajpayee period when the weighted
average cost of Central borrowings more
than halved from 12.01 per cent in 1997-98
0571 per cent in 2003-04. We are seeing
something similar happening: In the last four
‘months, yields on 10-year Indian govern-
ment t

rybody kng ion. If there's
anybody atalthat canspend and investto-
day,itis the government. There are two prob-
able reasons, though, why tisn'tdoing that.
The firstis the expectati that once

cent and even more for states — from 7.9 to
6.4 per cent — despite massive fiscal slip-
pages.Interestrates willfall further as banks

tolendto.

theworst of

. peo-

ple will start spending and businesses, too,

will spring back to life. However, this as-

sumes the economy wasn't doing all that
i h

G pend.
‘They need worry only about GDP growth,
real and nominal.

harish. om

A PROGRESSIVE ECONOMIC AGENDA

lose quar-

ters several high- mostof Dhoni knew
the pitfalls of over-staying in the dressing room. In Indian cricket, your | £2 . . . . o .
reputation and past records can only ensure the opening applause that \ Production, devolution, universalism, market-building are key to wrest narrative

lasts till " i reachthe crease. the ‘7

q Dhoni team. However,till his last game, the ANUSH KAPADIA

erstwhile finisher remained the team’s harbi of hope. The man who prefe

i ‘most ions—Dhoni, ft,back THERIGHT-WING HAS captured the “reform” market-building. Fiscal power must be transferred to the state

terms. Win, lose or on the edge of retirement, he never lost his poise or perspective.

Those tracing Dhoni's footprints on India’s ricketing mega-scape would be spoit for
choice. Theba that pedi-
tced players with rfined kill sts. Dhoni joined the national team during the daysof
Galacticos, cricketers scientificin their approach and vouched for by the coaching manual.

narrative, Progressives focus almost exclu-
sively on amelioration rather than transfor-
mation. What then i the progressive vision
for the economy?

Wenaturally need amelioration givenour
wretched, entrenched poverty. Yt tolead

Itwasan erawhen Tendulkar, Ganguly, Dravid, Kumble, L
PlusOne. ati Dhoni, with his tennis-ball
circuit borrowed helicopter shoLs was the Averagejue Blameit on the tenacity and that
chipon rs, Dhoni didn't mimic the greats. He had
respect but he wasn't in awe of seniors. While his contemporaries — Harbhajan, Yuvraj,
Zaheer, Sehwag — settled in Dhoni kept. the team’s
several power centres. Later when he went on to be the captain, he would have his own

withsoc
backfoot Itstooperateasa-small-cconser-
vative”, focussed on small-bore, argeted poli-
cies through well-calibrated schemes. I€s all
very technocraticand plumbing-oriented.
Meanwhile,the revolutionaries are to be
found on theright. True, they often have scant
regard forthe |mponantplumbmgdemls but

trusted aides. Dhoni wasa born leader, he believed in tight groups, but
Sc whal next for Dh0n|7 Known to keep the world at arm 'S leng[h he doesn't show
\d popular twitter

f-kind

ds. Their policies
rveinequality nsabiity andecological i
aster, yet people keep voting them in. Well-

stands, he doesn't believe in Heis. thoisan

influencer without ttledinafa hi, hei

of the masses while ossifying into what

2 consummae recuse. Who knows the next step of the natural-born leader and influ-
encer could take him closer to public service — the grandest sport.

FrEEZE FRAME EP Unny

George Orwell “permanent and pen-
sioned opposition”. Generations of progres-
sives remain untested by the rigours of rule
and lose sharpness.

‘The right never lets a crisis go to waste.
Crises are used to roll out policies that think
tanks have had sitting on the shelves.
Progressives are always caught short, never

Speechvot over.
Stand by £01 the
next sertence
from ~
Supretre Court.

missing to miss an opportu-
nity. What then should Indian progressives
seek for the economy? What are our big
ideas? We can outline some general princi-
ples, necessarily incomplete. Let's call these

‘Welfare is critical, but its
governing principle must
shift to universalism. The
technocratic obsession with
targeting, fuelled by electoral
competition and fortified by
cold middle-class morality,
must cease. Dividing people
into scheme-based categories

‘The first principle must be production.
“Self-reliance” captures this thetorically, but
thatis hardly a new thought. The symbol on

and local level if we are to get policies form-
fit for specific markets and conditions, if we
aretoreverse ourinternal colonialism.

our flagis there bec

The techno-

ated,letusrecall ple must shift
dustrialisationand "dranofweal Thiswas - craticobsessionwithtagein fulledby lec
ostpost-  toral ct and fortified by cold

colonial nations op!ed for “import- Cubst
tion industrialisation” (ISI). That the right-
‘wingisnow reheatingthis old chestnut surely
points toits salience. But S| 1.0 wasa disaster
aboveall becauseitwas aneconomist'svision,
all producton functons and no el ense of
production. De

middlc-clats moralty, mustcease Dvding
peopleintoscheme-based categoriesalsodi-
vides us politically. We can only explain the
current crisis if we accept that we donot really
see each other as full citizens, but merely as
objects of welfare under some scheme,
must be universal rights. We

lection i im-
port-replacing done right. Being more pro-
ductive means being able to make yourself
‘what you imported yesterday, allowing you
toimport better stuff tomorrow.

Itis popular to say that the export route to
prosperity is now closed with the end of hy-

Butwhat

need a universal basic income and universal
healthcare now.

Finally, market-building Progressiveshave
tostop thinking about “The Market” asaden
ofvice.Thereis nosuch thingas “The Market,
only specific markets that do specific things.
Markets areallocation mechanisms, informa-

ays of beingsocial. Markets

sized nations doesnotapply tous.Asifwe need

long predate capitalism; they will outlastit.

reminding, on-
tinent. Our poorer regions still have a shot to
“export” their way to prosperity, with richer
regions playing consumers, Our current pat-
tern is just the reverse: Rich states import

need tolearn to design and en-
gineer them for workers and farmers.
Production,devolution, universalism, and
market-building canall be given higher spec-
lﬁcanon in detailed policies. But policy with-

labour frc horer
ufactured goods along the colonial pattern.
Production, therefore, means focusingon

Goned Opposition.

The: writeris assls[un[pmfessor Department

cities and towns in poorer regions of India,

production, devolution, universalism, and also divides us politically. of ial Scienc jombay
August 17,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO
GUJARAT TENSE MORADABAD SIMMERS ~ FOOTBALL R10T

THE GUJARAT GOVERNMENT declared

Kheda, Mehsanaand Sabarkanth districts as

disturbed areas under an ordinance prom-

ulgaled on August 16, Earlier, Ahmedabad
d

MORADABAD HAS PROVED once again, as
Aligarh did in the past, how childishly simple
itis to start a serious communal conflagra-
tionin Uttar Pradesh. No one really knows if

declarallun late in lhe evening fnllawed e-

apigor
pound during Eid prayers on August 13. it

trict,at Mehsana and Kalorl in Mehsana ﬂIS-
trictand in Modasa in Satarkantha dls[rlcl

they did, wereth
ordid they stray in? A rumourthata pig had
been letloose n the compound was enough

AT LEAST 12 football fans were killed in a
stampede and over 100 injured following
clashes between supporters of ival teamsin
the East Bengal-Mohun Bagan senior divi-
sion league encounter at Eden Gardens. The
policesaid 10 bodies were taken tothe SSKM
hospital and two to Sambhunath Pandit
Hospital. The casualty figure could be higher,
the police said. Of over 100 people injured,

AtMehsana, 11 person:

thepolice red ninerounds touellarioting
mob that attacked a marketand held uptraf-
ficon the national highway. Meanwhile, the
situation in Ahmedabad areas was largely

tart
and the police, which later into
a full-fledged communal riot all over the
town. The result— 110 persons killed, 138in-
jured and communal shockwaves touching

normal after the Army

half UP towns.

rious condition. 15 min-
utes into the second halfwhen two players of
the rival teams were involved in a fight on
the field. A free-for-all ensued on the
stands.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Many Western countries have Con!

fucius Institutes, but only the US, the

world's sole superpower, fecls threatened. Where is the US' confidence? Where

is its cultural tolerance?”

—GLOBAL TIMES, CHINA|

as charged

Prashant Bhushan judgment spells out a chilling
lesson which undermines that most valuable

the freedom of speech

derthe extantlaw, justification was notade-
fence. My only raison d'etre was that one
owedit toposterity not tositidleevenasthe
fountain of justice was polluted. The resolu-
tions were passed, albeit with much-heated
debate: One judge resigned, twowere trans-
ferredand two were denied any furtherjudi-
cial work. Fortunately, we had Justice
Chittatosh Mukerjee as the Chief Justice of
the Bombay High Court and Justice
‘Sabyasachi Mukerjee as the Chief Justice of
India. Aninterestingsequel waswhen| called
on the Jlin Delhi (I had become the presi-

Getting agri-markets right

New agriculture infrastructure fund is a major step forward. Policymakers must also realise potential of
futures markets, have stable policies for them

BY ASHOK GULATI

and how earnestly, the states, FPOs, and in-
dividual entrepreneurs implement the re-
forms initiated by the Centre.

Since NABARD is also responsible for
the creation of 10,000 more FPOs, it can
create a package that will help these out-
fits realise better prices. Here are a few
missing elements of the puzzle. There s no
doubt that more and better storage facili-
ties can help farmers avoid distress selling

the harvest, when prices

ON AUGUST 9, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched the Rs 1 lakh crore
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) to be
used over the next four years. This fund will
be used to build post-harvest storage and
processing facilities, largely anchored at the
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs), but
canalso be availed by individual entrepre-
neurs. The fund will also be used to provide
loans, at concessional rates, to FPOs and
other entrepreneurs through primary agri-
culture credit societies (PACS). NABARD will
steer this initiative in association with the
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare. The implication of this for the
Central government budget is not going to
bemore than Rs 5,000 crore over four years
interms of interest subvention subsidy. The
creation of the AIF presumes that there is
already large demand for storage facilities
and other post harvest infrastructure.
‘The fund is a major step towards get-
ting agri-markets right. The Narendra Modi
government had earlier issued three ordi-

are generally at their lowest. But small
farmers cannot hold stocks for long as they
have urgent cash needs to meet family ex-
penditures. Therefore, the value of the stor-
age facilities at the FPO level could be en-

.
; VOLUME & VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL FUTURES TRADED ON NCDEX AH guﬂty
M Agii vol INCDEX (N W Agri 'DE; LakhCr)
/\ .
g fundamental right —
.
3
.
SsgggsecEoer s
S8EE8EERERRRRES
DEX) *Upto July 315t
- ¢
- : O :: & IQBAL CHAGLA
8:- R ATAY
- == == ==== TWRITE THIS with a deep sense of anguish,
" “ "" acridecoeur
years of practice, held the judiciary in gen-
[0) S (K1Y (e i eral, andthe Supreme Court in particular in
I That
my faith in the institution has on occasion
CR Sasikumar been shaken cannot be denied — most no-

tably when in ADM Jabalpur, the infamous
judgment,the Supreme Court denied, during
the Emergency, the citizen’s most funda-
‘mental right to life and liberty. That it took

dentof Bar

ceived me at his residence. A grim-faced CJI
and asked: “Mr Chagla, do you intend to do
thisagain?”“Good heavens, no, ChiefJustice,
once was enough”, I replied. “Then, may I
congratulate you? It needed tobe done. Our
own enquiries revealed they were bad eggs
and deserved to be removed.” Contrary to
myassurance, it fell tomy lot, five yearslater,
to move a resolution against asitting Chief

rule that judgment s disappointing, but at
thesamelimeit recognises theability of the
Courttocorrect, revive and regenerate.
Prashant Bhushan, i, for me, another
ADM Jabalpur moment when the Court,

Justice of
his resignation on grounds of corruption.
Again, the resolution was carried and the
chief justice resigned.

Inthe words of Lord Atkin, “justiceis not
acloistered virtue” I believe the Supreme
Court| i

defenderof hasbyits  playjudici
ume of contracts raded on agi-utures ingitsdi hatever
Sinthe  exerci fiction—aj
Us,it e mmeus. dicti ourtisjudge, victimand  words might constitute contempt underan

the value of each contract is normally much
higher than in China and India.)

How do we fix this puzzle to have a full
set of right instruments for farmers to min-
imise their market risk and have better
price realisation? First, as NABARD forms
10,000 FPOs and creates basic storage fa-
cilities through the AIF, it should devise a
compulsory module that trains FPOs to use

prosecutor. I say so not only because of the
judgment, but because of the manner in
whichit took up and conducted the matter.

Let'sbe clear: Prashant Bhushan gives the
clear impression that it reated Bhushan's

archaic law, the judges could nevertheless
have said that their shoulders are broad
enough to treat such comments with the
contempt they deserve; or adopt the ap-
proach of Lord Denning when he said that

the Courttoflexits
‘muscle and make clear that it will not toler-
ate criticism. It appears that when it was
found that his tweets regarding the Chief
Jusm of India and the motorcycle may ap-

the negotiable warehouse receipt system
and navigate the realm of to
hedge their market risks.

Second, government agenci

itbroughtupan 11-year-
od contempt case against him. That

in markets — the Food

hanced by a negotiable
system: FPOs can give an advance to farm-
ers,say 75-80 per cent of the value of their
produce at the current market price. But
FPOswill need large working capital to give
advances to farmers against their produce
as collateral. Unless NABARD ensures that
FPOs get their working capital at interest
rates of 4o 7 per cent — like farmers get
for crop loans — the mere creation of stor-
age facilities will not be enough to benefit
farmers. Currently, most FPOS get a large
chunk of their loans for working capital
from microfinance institutions at rates
ranging from 18-22 per cent per annum. At
such rates, stocking s not economically vi-
able unless the off-season prices are sub-
stantially higher than the prices at harvest
time.

‘This brings me to the second missing

nances related to the legal of

itemin th right puz-
Zle: th

aviewto
some degree of liberalisation. These ordi-
nances relate to amendments in the
Essential Commodities Act, allowing farm-
ers to sell their produce outside the APMC
mandis and encouraging farming contracts
between farmers, processors, exporters
and retailers. Changes in the legal frame-
‘work are a necessary condition, though not
asufficient one, for getting agri-markets
right. Creating post-harvest physical infra-
structure is as important as the changes in
the legal framework. The AIF will help fill
this gap. Its positive impact will be evident
in due course, depending upon how fast,

Avibrant futures market is a standard way
of hedging risks in a market economy.
Several countries — be it China or the US —
have agri-futures markets that are multi-
ple times the size of those in India. The
value of traded contracts on agri-futures in
the NCDEX, the largest agri-commodities
derivatives exchange in India, was Rs 18.3
lakh crore in 2012. It fell to Rs 4.5 lakh crore
in2019,and by July 2020 it had plummeted
to Rs 1.5 lakh crore (see graphic). In terms
of volume, the number of contracts fell
from about 44 million in 2012 to 12.5 mil-
lion in 2019. In contrast, in China, the vol-

Since NABARD is also
responsible for the creation
0f10,000 more FPOs, it can
create a package that will
help these outfits realise
better prices. Here are a few
missing eclements of the
puzzle. There is no doubt
that more and better storage
facilities can help farmers
avoid distress selling
immediately after the
harvest, when prices are
generally at their lowest. But
small farmers cannot hold
stocks for long as they have
urgent cash needs to meet
family expenditures.
Therefore, the value of the
storage facilities at the FPO
level could be enhanced by a
negotiable warehouse receipt
system: FPOs can give an
advance to farmers, say 75-80
per cent of the value of their
produce at the current
‘market price.

Corporation of India (FCI), National

Bhushan’ ‘had not lowered the

tion to uphold their own dignity for “that
must rest on surer foundations”. In words
thatbearrepetition, he said: “We donot fear
criticism, nor do we resent it. For there is
something far more important at stake. It is
noless than freedom of speechitself:”
Instead, the judgment spells out a chill-

Court it

11 years, tha

|ng lesson that most valu-
abl right, the freedom of

Agricultural C Marketing
Federation of India (NAFED), State Trading
Corporation (STC) — should increase their

apandemic when matters of far greaterim-
portance were pending, was not a consider-

speech Andso,where,indeed, dowegol
here? There areetors oflading newspa-

participation in futt
China deepened its agri-futures markc[s
Third,

ation. amongoth-  pers, hi Inn:n
.Thatishow ers icle 370,
the Citizen Actand, of course, ‘ourt. They have,

FPOs
and traders should lso participate incom-
modity futures as “re-insurers” of sorts for
the healthy growth of agri-markets. Finally,
government policy has to be more stable
and market friendiy. In the past, it has been
too restrictive and unpredictable. Arise in
agri-prices would often result in the ban-
ning of agri-futures. Most Indian policy-
at d

d the fundamen-
talrights of the people of Kashmit. The clear
impression that the Court conveys is that
Bhushan must be held up as an example —
he is a senior advocate practising in the

casions, said that it has become “an institu-
tion that speaks the language of the execu-
tive,and has become indistinguishable from
the executive™; “that the transformation of
the Indian state into a repository of repres-

Supreme Court with reputa-

sion.. would not ithout

ourttolook
theother: joini

out, loud and clear, that if the Court will not

project”; “that the Supreme Court haslet us
times, thi h. i

baulkat his reputa-
of speculators. These markets are blamed ~ tion, then woe betid d mendacity ealon
for any abnormal price rise or fall. Sadly,  criticise theC

our policymakers don't realise that these
are important tools of price discovery. By
banning/suspending agri-futures at the
dropofa hat, they kill the price messenger.
Thereafter, their policy actions on the price
front are akin to shooting in the dark — sev-
ena] umes they shoot at their own feet.

e bottom line i that India needs to

ken and Uenchan( criticism but the test that
andwhich, broadly, come:

of indians not merelyas anexeutive Cort

ourt”; “thatby con-

it(the

Supreme Court)
constitute contempt. Every criticism, there-  Each of the above comments, s well as
fore, thisarticle, ctthe con-

ble, will always inthat sense affect the public’s

l
{one naton.one market butalsomtegrale
them temporally — spot and futures mar-
kets have to converge. Only then will Indian
farmers realise the best price for their pro-
duce and hedge market isks.

The writer is Infosys Chair Professor for
Agriculture at ICRIER

judicary.

If one might be permitted some anec-
dotal evidence of the maturity of approach
inmatersf contemp. In 199, el upon
myselfto ve sit-

fidence of the public in the Supreme Court.
‘We are all, therefore, under the present dis-
pensation, guilty as charged. Is this, then,
‘whatthe Supreme Courtin Prasant Bhushan
sought to achieve? And has it opened a

of

ting Judges of me Bombay High' Coun, im-
pugning their integrity and calling for their
resignation.Iwas warned by friends that this

afuture Court to close?

‘Thewriteris a Senior Advocate and former

'

=

The echo chamber strikes back

Facebookis in the dock; we need toresist Left-Congress assault on free speech

RAJYAVARDHAN SINGH RATHORE

INGEORGEORWELL'S 1984, it wasathought-
crime to actually disagree with the view-
points established by Big Brother. The latest
manifestation of this Orwellian conceptisthe
Left-C I

quote Kapil Mishra but say nothing on Sonia
Gandhi who exhorted people in Delhi to do

‘The problem, however, is much larger,

After the decline of the grip of main-
stream media as the sole arbiter of truth, the

“aar paarkiladai" (prepare for
There are millions of posts mocking Hindu
fions of pos

tem
media house’s hit-job on Facebook, an al-
ready Left-Congress-leaning platform. Truth,
asinthe case of 1984, is a casualty. Merely

ut
Facebook's advanced algorithms and com-
munity standards fail to catch them.
However,unsuspectingcommon peopleun-

scratching

inateacupis merely an exercise tobrowbeat
Facebook for "allowing” certain opinions to
even exist.

Itis no secret globally that Facebook has
been hauled up by various government bod-
ies for controlling the flow of facts. The
SingaporeParamentaryheringin thlscon—

withnorightto. appeal.

and intelctully rooted inthe ke “post-
trut

a bunch of eliists afraid to lose thelr puwer
of labelling views as thoughtcrimes. Scared
of being shown the mirror of reality, an en-
tire cabal has decided torally their comrades
and undertake hit jobs on those who do not
fully comply with their dictums.

_ Sadly.thereal tory has been missed in

Whatthe Left
ganisational culture. Itwants full compliance.
Hence,itdoes notsuffice for themif most hir-
ings in Facebook India come from Left-
Congressbackground. There are examplesof
currentand formerFacebookexfcutives with

{atives of aceboalcvwre pled up for ther

links to the former do
tion partcs,and some of them have been
openly crtclofthe prime ministr as well

smugattitude. Inits parent country, the United
tate:

of neutrality by cornering Facebook on “using
the powers of monopoly to censor political

Nor does it buther the gatekeepers that

ussion — the actual scam by
Facebnok that has been brushed under the
carpet for too long. Funding and validating

“eminent journalists” belonging to the pro-
Left cabal and empowering them to be-
come the arbiters of truth on Facebook is
the game, whereas anything that goes
against their

battle for ial me
dia. Originally, these were not platforms that
the Left-Congress controlled, because there
‘were no gates or gatekeepers. However, since
then, a planned campaign has taken over
these platforms too.

‘This latest round of out-

rage should be een asthe L&l internecine
warfare to control an already-Congress and
Left-leaning platform and punish them for

- Association
POST WITH CARE

IDEAS
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
“Bengaluru challenge’ (E, August 14) ONLINE
The communal violence in Bengaluru - - -
has put social media platforms under ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
scrutin once again. There s an urgent || ——————
need for legislation on social media. @ AMBEDKARAND
People too must behave responsibly. POLITICAL RESERVATION:

Ayushi Singh, Agra RAJA SEKHAR VUNDRU

MILK PURITY @ATALJI,YOU
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Drive SPTII?I-ALB(:'IT?ﬁ::
against milk adulteration’ (IE, August
13) an-
milk adulteration is a step in the right

direction. But crackdowns must havea

minor of thoughtcrimes —al-
lowingalternative viewpoints. Thisis yelan-

offon

shouldalsoensure ollowp measures.

other attempt
ratives and disenfranchising alternate
versions. Armed with the power of anorgan-

fake. Out-of-job Left-leaning journalists and
their views count as gospel truth to the
gatekeepers, but the Prime Minister’s

theCe

E points.
In India, too, we have seen examples of
Facebook actually filtering out non-Left and
non-Congressviewpoins through manufac-

‘with Cambridge Analytica, an it

data-enabled democracy manipulator that
has interfered in several countries'electoral
processes and has used Facebook as its

speech on Day got labelled

ised cabal, th believe that they
can continue to perpetuate the same one-
sided monopoly.

‘more social media platforms fall to
tendentious voices from the Left and become

echo illlose their

asfake news.Isitjusta thatthe
battery of Facebook certified eminent “fact-
checkers” haven't yet been able to fact-
check any of Rahul Gandhi's claims?

tured labels of “fake news".
cused of using shadow banning algorithms,
What the Left wants is not control over
hate speech but unfettered freedom of hate
speech toitsideologically-aligned members.
Thatiswhy youwould hearMark Zuckerberg

‘weapon. They act
Symlml in thElr DfﬁEE hul this

but not shocking to note

ifthe
same linkage had been found with a BIP
member’s son-in-law’s father's nephew’s

brother’s son.
||

credibility. We should all stand up and resist
this organised assault by the Left-Congress
ecosystemon our fundamental right to exer-
cise our free speech within the boundaries

low 0ppo:

thathan promotion  setby Indian law.
of| i PMModi

with a Pakistan flag. whereas pages that al- The writeris aformer Minister of State of

Tose their Information and. 2018-19)

monetisation for merely stating facts. andaBPMP

reason behmd rampant adulteration.
MD Athalye, Dombivili

TAXPAYER BENEFITS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Good
stepsontax (IE, August 14). The launch
ofaplatform tosimplify taxes, acitizens
charteron taxes and the prescription of
professional commitments by the tax
department are welcome steps. They
will help taxpayers in resolving tax
compliance difficulties that arise from
the complexity of the law and filing
processes. This will havea positive spin

‘Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

DEMOCRATS AHEAD

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Candidate
Kamala'(IE, August 13). Senator Kamala
Harris's career already boasts a string
of firsts and now she has become the
first black woman and the first person
of Asian descent to be on the ticket of a
major party. If it wins, she will also be
America's first woman vice-president.
Opinion polls have consistently been
placing Joe Biden ahead of Trump both
nationally and in swing states, though
much can change by November 3.
Vandana, Chandigarh
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Healthcare efficiency
at the cost of privacy

With one’s health status being seen as a public good after covid-19, the case for a datab,

| MY VIEW | PARALLAX VIEW

India shouldn’t expect anything
special from Kamala Devi Harris

She’s an ambitious American politician who'll likely do what she deems best for her political future

SANDIPAN DEB

is aformer editor of ‘Financial Express’ and

founder-editor of Open’ and ‘Swaraiya
magazines

cratic Party presidential candidate

T he euphoria in India over Demo-

Joe Biden's selection of senator
Kamal is as hi i

1n her 2019 memoir The Truths We
Hold: An American Jowrney.

Rhodesia—now Zimbabwe —which had
Britai

her mother as “the reason for every-
thing”, and writes that “there & no title
orhanour on earth Il treasure more

Thisishardly US secretary of state-
level stul.
Asforbeing an”original fredom

thantosay Tam | Har- | fighter, th
riv'sdsughter”. Shecreditsher mother | lan wasbom in 1911, And, according
for many of her political beliefs. How- | toan October 2019 Los Angeles Times

e is officially an African-Ameri-
canand unfailingly refers to herself as
“black”. Some Indians.

article, Harris' Indian “family members
saidthere was noecord of (Gopalan)

her than adili-
this, but hat shebas fol- . Had he openly advo-
lowed the Hind he would
heeather s and gotra. Avd of have been fired, (Gopalan's son, Harris
courseit esnseforan | uncle)G i

American” r.mn-u than “Asi

the Mindy K
' Bavel

Other than her mother, Harris

1o get Indian-American votes duringa

i that Kaemala

except i
One, when her i Demo-

! s amusing Fromp
cians to plebeians, from newspapes
legionsh

cratic Party d i s

h.-m.n noteven
bethecl

i year,
Ll

joy over an

rwhutuu]dlrvuu-

with Indi;

around, ifone goesby allegations

actor Mindy Kaling. Cyni
his as bast.ditch eflc

o

medical records is easy to make. This can expose confidentiality to risk. We need a data law

ndia’s latest initiative of an Aadhaar-like
Health ID for every Indian could ease
healthcare services, no doubt. But it also

misuse. If Aadhaar was vulnerable, this could
be too. Moreover, even if safeguards are put in
place, that Id still leave our history of ail-

raises big i bout the extent to

which a government should have access

to personal information of such nature,
and the risk of data leaks from a widely-linked
central datal the proposed national
health stack. Given the covid context, the
National Digital Health
the highlights of Prime M

fodi’s Independence Day speech on Satur-

day. It will bring a “revolution” to the coun-
try's health sector, he , laying out the ben-
efits of adigital ID for everyone that would
link online all records of test results, diagno-
ses, prescriptionsand other aspects of illness.
Every detail will be only a few clicks or swipes
away. [t would enable high efficiency for sure.

to the state. In the post-pan-
demic phase, a perception seems to have taken
hold that we should all be aware of the health
status of others. Aarogya Setu, our covid
tracker app, underlines the value of such data
asa public good. Given the infectivity of this
disease, sharing information is clearly useful in
figh But what applies to our current
health crisis need notapply to all medical con-
ditionsand illnesses.

Old reasons for letting every citizen retain
secrecy on health are still valid. After the HIV
scare, for example, y 1life
marred by a new kind of untouchability. Low
levels of literacy on various ailments and con-
dlllunb*sd)‘ uf ‘apsychiatric nature—and

Doctors could attend toan Y
for example, with alacrity. Unlike some net-
works of this kind abroad, which emerged
from billing systems, this one idtobe
patient-oriented, witha software system that
can let private services join its portal. Beyond
its offer of expedience, the analysis of its
anonymized data could have rescarch value,
too. Intime to come, it could even guide pub-
llt hcallh policy.

from sketchy knowl-
algc can add up to give patients even more
misery. Those who do not wish to bare them-
selves to state agencies should not find them-
selves forced to yield to an invasive system. As
author Yuval Noah Harari has cautioned,
today’s covid-constrained circumstances are
conducive Lo a wholesale invasion of what we
guarded earlier as our own space. This is not
tosay that India’s project to pool health data

that the schy d
mlug) fora public cause, its hmadubjcdm. is
laudable. It is meant to be voluntary, not coer-
cive, ane onfidentiality is said tobe

assured. Yet, network effects and its adoption
by health providers will make it hard to opt out
of. Also, since we have no law that grants us

ownership of our data, it could com-
mise our privacy—which is part of our fun-
darm ntal right tolife—and expose usto data

t'xpl

MANU JOSEPH

should b pped. What we need is a robust
law that assures us legal control over our data
stored anywhere on our behalf. We should
also allow citizens the right to be forgotten—
that is, to have all their files erased il they so
choose. There should be no ambiguity on

these core principles. If our draft bill needs
revision for all this, so be it. Healthcare for all
canbeachieved with new tools. But don't let
privacy short shrift.

January 2021, and uvmunm(u!mll given

Indian-A

levelled by i Puter
Schweizerin' nhvfdn in Corruption:
Progre:

fromrich

ssive

that the 77-year-old Biden may not seek | campaign had d for spending
T place Hareis | 2009 interviewto s her cam-
4 b ing i att
yer genealogy lus.llm.ld) general. Naturally, th ked ppressing
'. By Iwrxl.umllwr' i he Church
less third hermother "w.nwl)‘ s perhaps the only

and neighbours of long-

d of her Ind

would have been tracked down, and
many of them would bave bappily

s, me and my sister Maya, Lo share m
the pride about aur culture”, She mer-

ofusingloi
plementfirms ke Herbalife, which

recounted half-or
details of the times| lhv.'_v met the young

oneof the most mﬂn«nlul peoplein her

ofber hus-
band’s bw firm (Herbalife finall

Kamalaonher 1o Chennai life. She I|ull\ helda with the Federal Trade Commission
I this some sort of deepinferiority | postin India that was ik for illion), she
ll-cobont i ¥ My e ! din-th
suffer from, this need for constant vali- grandfather wasone ul the original wool politico.

rself as “African-Ameri-

1 the US census, not “Asian-

And that is entirely her choice,
be it for personal or pulmul reasons.

orkd? Harris.

independence fightersin India.*

This is puzeling. Gopalan joined the
Imperial Secretariat Service 3
through the ranks, finally

She ticked that box, k

that her Indin-born mother :uldJumr i
d when she b in

elled as joint secretary in the
ur, empk 4

I Harris becomes vice-president or
even president some day, India should
not expect any special place in her heart
for India. She will be an American
leader, and sheis likely to do what she
believes, mdnh umnmgl\ tobebest
for Al Thereis

can-bom father b
wasachild, and she was raised by her
maother.

when he was posted in Zambia to
bel influx of

nothing wrong with that. What is wrong
isourhopes, unwn by emotions that

10 DEARS

460

L

I MY VIEW | MODERN TIMES

Why the melancholic are unable to find a ‘cure’ for joy

yeae. new “ssluion” would antvs and

spec-

"“The briefhistory ofthe pursuitof happi-
ness by my sad peersis more or less this: 1t

ated by 3 pill. The capitalism of cures has
Tragmented mild reasonless sorrow and

a bit like Steve Jobs' Apple—everything
about itis transmitted by highly passionate
customers.

only

I_J!JQE A !‘E@MBE!’—I

Under observation,
we act less free,
which means we
effectively are less free.

EDWARD SNOWDEN

.

do some sad people feel oppressed by the
happy, and do they feel superior o other
sadder people?

The happy often respond to the sad with
Al-meaning foolishness. “Why can't you

ou'll

Butthe populir cures of every age might

begginsinacareful reading of ). Krishnamue- | given it names, like “anxiety”, thatlend the | Like. read about y
— i i deadpeo- | illusion of a defini y oport y peopl don't get l;pawiur,)uu}nmmmhing‘ur:
i i il “reason” noug| L, efine”
E bugan, though not very long before in“a force”; then yoga, which is an | row )mpwmuhv appear- maost discussed by people
lorious physical exerci Thewellness  hos minds have never | themselyes take the melancholic further
mel.muml) and ended ts shame. \: a | is,strangely, sssociated with ‘meditation”, | row caused by a specific been calm. Even as cures | from a solution: the over-articulation of
result, that rea ith d event. Many cultures, § continue to fail the sad. | what one is going through: the ceaseless talk
Hiodinst rop-pesioia ol anepidemic. | asthough they know what it means. many societies in e iNAustryisabit U - i 1
Maybeiti world, including India, s sorrow have rises ernbreathing exercises that ignore muscu-
maybe itisthe yin i like the meaning of the mind, | never had a notion of like Steve Jobs' Once there wasonly lit- | lar strength and aerobic exhilaration, and
’ f y Iremen- ion” Therewere, - Apple, powered i i i
isajournalst, todaythat only 4 | ber, everyone told me meditation was a | ofcourse. ’ arts, but today there is | booksabout “the mind”.and the conversion
most recently of ‘Miss Lalla, earlier, there is a feeling that these times | tranceand an absence of thought. Theway | butthey wereapersonality 3 jt is by higﬂy another powerful release | of the reasonless innate melancholy into a
Armed And Dangerous’ have made people sad. Yet, this notion dit.youwould think such athingis | type, and not 2 pathologi- ssi t for the mela sadness that has villains, usually the very
belies a very important quality of the sad. & i - | caltype,or onate form of orga people who love them.
Th b d lcondi In the end, no cures pa thy, also known as activ- | As we can see, the sad are interesting.
work. The sad patrons ism. which is best | Theyhavedeeperthingstosay. Thejoyful,
Spiritual  philosophy, described asa ion | on the othe nd

et quesion of most readers -What sy

L Yet,

of self-absorption into

mest peopleare happy. It doss not appest
thatway, butits the way ofthe world. Peo-

takeaway?” This column is about wonder. ancholic happier, seems to have been | compassion.
Not merely about the fact that the sad | Today, -hmmror persistenturbanmel- | infected by sorrow. Today, in the core of itari o
i anchaly eveey philosophy i Peo- | for What it
mostly. But about how they have always. | lation of bealthy d £ | pl more joytul lorm of meta- | them Theintoxicating atislaction of doing
i ypeoplewith neur krefuge inscience. good, surely. But
el A in their self- I er failure, thewell- | 1o peoplewhoare more miserable than they

Iww they have always failed. Every five

speak of “Ih« mlnd" And Big l‘h.uml hn

ness industry has only thrived. This is not

are?Is thy

ple are to reasonless unpro-
vokedjoy. The body feelssogood, thereisso
much air in the lungs, there are no aches,

they havealow and there
is in them the illusion of good tidings. So

thesad:
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A retreat from global trade will
hurt India’s geopolitical stature

Self-reliance is achieved through robust economic expansion and not by shutting the world out and losing foreign support

NITIN PAI

is co-founder and director of The Takshashila
Institution, an independent centre for research
and education in public policy

Imosta yearago, this column had
warned that the economic slow-
down that Indiawas experiencing
would have anegative impact on
India’s geopolitical standing,
becauseitis “presumptuous to

expect
toIndia’s political interests f they donot see an
economic upside”. "Sheer momentum will allow
Indian foreign policy to tide overa mild, short
slowdown. If, however, we gointoa deep, pro-
longed slump, we should expect a tough time in
relations.” Thi id
pandemic began. Eventsand India's own pohcy
Withan economic recovery

to miss any opportu-
nity topush s hegemonic agenda furtherand box
NewDelhi intoa sub-subcontinental role. The
il i il that duci

toIndia’s developmental and political interests
over the past three decades might tumagainst us

i
T

\\\\ wilt

| J

movementwas restricted, international trav el
nd global

srowth,fsthe suest path toself ellance:
Reducing imports from Chinaor

within the next couple of years. One h to
recollect the experienceof the 19705 and 80s—

ray. After China’s transgressions n Ladakh, officia

whenimportand f;

impor

fuel from West Asia doesn’t mean !xymg tomake
everythingin India, even it were possible.
fthose

international sanctions and foreign sympathy for | way Rather, it
domesiicinsurgencies ept usonthe back footand | jing. e As_]usufcd However, bolhoffcml imports. talso means working with like-minded
ted our strategi policyand ina the international trading sys-

to conclude that the government should do e\, ery-

direction of self-sufficiency and import reduction

teminamanner that reduces

atastrophic risks

MINT

I 1sTocKpHoTO I
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Research on animal tears can help understand evolutionary adaptations.

Birds and reptiles have tears that are like ours

B iresandeptitesmaynoc
tears. Tl it

ways, but the i
butuntil now, !hele was

veryli h d tearsin reptiles, birds
and other mammals. That lack of! h i i i
i i 1 intobettereye
leand ls, as well i
animals accordingtoanewstudyin in Veteri-
in Brazil i ' tears from

cevenspeciesofbirdsandreptiles, includingmacaws, hawhs, owlsand parrots,as
well astortoises, caimans and sea turtles.
CNN

An Al-vivified snap flashes aman back 75+ years

hen Tokuso Hamai saw the colorized version of an old black-and-white
hotoofa World
Warll, forgol!en memories off'uml\ members’ mostofwhom died in the atomic
945 The power ofacolorized photo
toreignite lost memories was eye-opening for Anju Ni nvam astudent who gave
fthe
ill bring
ukingly colorize
photosusingartificialintelligenceand their own research to sparklost memories
for the rapidly thewar...

endof World Warll

and Niwata, now

AP

Go environment-friendly with algae flip-flops

R esearchers at University of California, San Diego hope to make future beach

visits both environmentally and fashion-friendly, \vilh a ne\vfnmm]n for! hioder
Mike Burkart, professor

pub]lc rescarch university in San Diego, California, has developeda, polymerfrom

al

in mccwa) ponds where we can grow them up tovery high density,” aid Burkart

duringatourofthealab for Reuter .“Alllulpoml h ly , we
out of them...and e’ toavery

ids out of that algae and it’s

Reuters

Elephant seals assist an Antarctic climate study

thing possible toavoid asimilar plight. asdesirable ends in themselves. Punitive customs | and coercion. Suchan approach hatis known about the marginal ice zoneis that it is an important storage

“The domestic economy isa good place tostart. | dutieson Chinese imports,appliedsirategicallyin | would notonly promote India’s growth, develop- system for carbon and heat emitted by humans. The global ocean asa whole
According to Pronab Sen’s estimates, presuming | an attempt to change Be reone | mentandself-reliance, but India’s % of Earth's and nOceanis
there will be no additional iscal stimulus, it could | thing. But raising customsdutiesin generaland | handin international relations. If,howev er, India through muchofthisheat Thismakes
take five years for India’ imposi i i her.A insulatesitselffrom world radie, our theregion orrisome. But Dr. Swartand Louise Biddle,
toreturn to the 2019-20 levels. Such aslow and domestic for ic partner will decline. aresearcheralso at Gothenburg, found away around this methodological road-
longdrawn recovery implies that Indiavwill ot be | mightsound patrioti. but shi That's th Onth c . inMay. Todoso, the;

lobal growth, the duc ition wil lead to front, as much as we can justify our reluctance to ments that can gather consistent information from under the ice: southern ele-

recovery and regaining the path of high growth, | lower quality products.In de!em.e‘ as sidevwith the United States in the Indo-Pacifc the- phant seals, Sealsin haveb fordecades. Small
therefore, is of utmost strategic importance. Soon | inother areas, itis far bet thebest inst China on sither strate totheir it i
aftel Thad argued i that moncy can buy-— forcing Indian autonomy or prudence, Washington and East The New York Times

thata massive deficit-financed Marshall Plan-like
public investment in infrastructure is necessary to
galvanize rapid post-pandemic growth. The slew
ofmeasures introduced by the Narendra Modi
inrecent ful but inade-

Itisunfortunate that “selfreliance” is being
mistaken as “selfsufficiency”. They are different
lhmg} Itis possible to be self-reliant, but impossi-
fi nt mthe modern world. Forall

quate fora quickrecovery. A slow recovery not
only means that the lives of hundreds of millions of
people will take unconscionably longer to
improve, butalsorisks the proliferation of bad eco-
nomic ideas—like protectionism and raising
taxes—that will make the eventual recovery that
much harder. Beware the vicious cycle that started
in the late 1961
This year's call for self-reliance first came during
the nationallockdown asa way to cope with the

recognize the limits of India
asacounter-weight to China. To the extent that
New Delhi recedes in importance in the pursuit of
theirinterests, they will beless inclined to back
India's foreign policy positions.
Tl

mylife-long 1
think hisidea ofa retreat intoself-sufficient village
republics, turning our back on modernity, technol-
ogyand the world, wasboth i d harm-

New Delhi over
whethera Joe Biden administration—ifelected in
November— \vl]l (ake asofterlineon Chinaand a
harder India. Suchaview tends to

fulto the national interest. True selfreliance
comes from wealth: the greater our per- capita
income, the greater our elfeliance. The United
not because it ry-
thingwithin its borders, but because it can pur-
chase or make everything that it wants, and more.

demands oflivingina period in

S0 raisin, inother

MYy

ignore our own agency. Ifwe reduce the common
ground, then the differences will become relatively
moreimportant regardlessof who’s n office.

Did the Swedish invent the trendy staycatlon’

sinmany parts of the i with
Covic-19 puttingwould-be travellersoffventuringtoo fa from home, Plus,
Swedish en]lnwedmgn

han many other E
tothe Nordic nation’s high infection rate in relation toits po])u]anon size. Even
before Covid-19, there wasal
Sweden. Here, they're known as hemester’, which comes from the Swedish words
forhome, henr’,and holiday, semester’. Despiteagrowing trend forinternational

India must resist
and lead the charge for a new, more balanced inter-
S . Th

seck in the global cconomy must start at home.

the past
acalendar staple for both wealthy families and those on lower incomes.
I BBC I

A new monetary policy panel amid central banking flux

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

oonafter the Monetary Policy Com-

the RBIAct,whichalsol. thecom-
position of the search committee: cabinet
secretary, RBI governor, cconomic affairs

because of work done
after the 2008 financial crisis, but weaker
and over-leveraged corporate scctors. In

secretary and th
picked by the government. Clear]y,lheskev\
favours New Delhi.

This comes when the pandemic has

India, both 3

MPC
members Questions are being asked

two “credit” policiesa year to six monetary
policyannouncements was necessitatedby

policy framework s
c1pablc of handling the pandemic’s eco-

so.Itistrue that

stretched and face bankruptey; but it is
equally true that the corporate sector’sloan
binge has left banks, espe-

tem stability is not explicitly baked in. The
framework has so far servedits limited pur-
pose, but perhapsit should

etary management or | pricc stability,and the
need to convey the central bank's thought
process toagents clearly. Its communication

und’s transparency code 0f1999. That
code hasnow been upda!ed under the gui-

danceofa high group, which
included former RBI governor Y.V. Reddy.
The new code i voluntary and comprises
fivepillarsof tansparency: governnce, pok-

rela-

ici
tions (say

the Reserve Bank of India (RBD) on 6 | absenceof fiscalintervention. Thegovern- | ciallystate-owned, decply o, nowbe putunderan expert
Augustwithaclinical decision toholdinter- | mentan B edorcap. INdia’s central | i it

est rates, all focus shifted to the selection | edly jump-start the economy, which has | ital. The spillovers from o ie naadg tg  Should be expanded or

process for a new lot of members. Coinci- | beenalmost comatosesince demonetization | these linked issues have a repurposed. No monetary

dentally, the new MPC, i lits | inlate 2016.RBI . | directbearingon financial i policy template is perma-

final pouredi stability and growth watch financial nent anywhere in the

-~ aflexible inflation target for the next five | and indulged in extm()rdmuj« regulatory impulses. While RBI's  stability, relook India had mul-

is poli , journalist et, as barely liquidity and ! tiple regimes post 1990:
and author. His Twitter handle bankmgglobal]y isalsoatacrossroads. And responded RBI govemm haveevenused | rateactionshavekeptthe  jts toolki .y and  monetary targeting (a la
is @rajishisinghal thoughth the term * " to describe their | system stable and rela- Sukhamoy Chakravarty

will be nteresting to see how these globa]
trendsinfluence Indian central banking and

unfair burden. Lesctja Kganyago, South
African Reserve Bank governor, remarked

its inflation targeting regime.
g :

to join three existing RBI nominees, The
process involves intense negotiations
between the central bank and government
on identifying candidates with fealty to
monetary policy. For example, the last
MPCsvoting patterns clearly revealed the
government nominee’ bldenllly and policy
stance. The MPC f

murdanlly Abuul central bank shortcom-
i

structural reforms
and confidence-boosting measur
central bank cannot stop electr
sheddingwith interest rates.”
‘The new MPC members have to confront
three critical issues.
‘The first s at odds with global trends.

Most entered the covid phase

tively default-free, its pol-
ey elbow-room post-lock-
down has been circum-
scribed by not only fiscal
inaction, butalso the mon-
etary policy framework.
‘The second issue, thus, iswhetherinfla-
tion targeting offers alimited playbook for
tackling the current crisis. The past fcw

work onits repor
communication

mumerpam) “Although RBI is under no
compulsion toacceptit,increased transpar-
encywillbecritical for central bank credibil-

ort),

approach (introduced by
former governor Bimal
Jalan), and preliminary
inflation targeting, fol-
lowed by the current regime of flexible infla-
tion targeting.

Finally, the efficacy of changes in the
monetary policy frameworkand tsimpact

ity inasset transmis-
sion from benchmark rates to real lending
rates.

‘The burden of expectations on the new
MPC will be heavy: recognizing threats to
future financial stability, reorganizing the
tools at hand, and clearly communicating
actions to markets. Plus, there’s a new ele-
phant in the room: how to exit unscathed

overnor
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ant Bhushan guilty of contempt
low threshold for criticism
he Supreme Court’s order finding advocate
Prashant Bhushan guilty of contempt of court re-
flects poorly on the institution’s tolerance of crit-
icism. The judgment of a three-judge Bench on the suo
motu contempt proceedings against Mr. Bhushan hard-
ly adds to the dignity and majesty of the Court that it os-
tensibly sets out to uphold. It is unfortunate that two
tweets, and not any set of scandalous or scurrilous alle-
gations, have occasioned this heavy-handed treatment.
In the 108-] page Opmlon thm largely draws upon past
the in which the
Court will act in aid of its institutional reputation and
authority, there is little more than a perfunctory analy-
sis leading to the finding that the tweets amount to cri-
minal contempt. The first tweet, in which an image of
Chief Justice of India S.A. Bobde in an informal setting
has been used to make a critical remark that he was de-
nying citizens recourse to justice for fundamental rights
violations, may be an exaggerated or even unwarranted
view on the absence of physical hearings now. Howev-
er, it is quite a stretch to say that it undermines the
Court’s dignity, lowers its authority or interferes with
the administration of justice. At best, it touches partial-
Iy on the QJI’s personal conduct and partially on his ad-
ministrative decision-making. Neither part brings with
it any exceptional malice or scurrility warranting action
for criminal contempt. It is precisely this sort of criti-
cism that the judiciary ought to be able to shrug off.
The second tweet, in which Mr. Bhushan has blamed
the Court, more particularly, the last four CJis, for “the
destruction of democracy” in the last six years, “even
without a formal Emergency”, requires no defence. Itis
clearly in the nature of a political opinion, be it with re-
ference to the working of the institution or the four per-
sonages who headed the judiciary during the period. It
is difficult to agree that the mere voicing of an opinion
that successive CJIs have destroyed democracy would
undermine public trust in the judiciary; especially in
the backdrop of some former judges, too, holding
sharply critical opinion of the conduct of some of them.
In its nature, intent and sweep, Mr. Bhushan's abrasive
animadversion of judicial conduct is no more discor-
dant than a former CJI being accused by his colleagues
of being under executive influence, or misusing his
powers as master of the roster with a view to obtaining
favourable outcomes. There is some inadvertent irony
in the Court’s claim that allowing Mr. Bhushan’s re-
marks to go unpunished would lower the country’s im-
age in the comity of nations. The highest court built its
stalwart fame on stellar judgments and record of fear-
less independence. If at all it falls in the estimation of
the world now, it may only be because of a growing per-
ception of judicial evasion, self-imposed reticence and
quiet acquiescence in the face of executive power.

Big goals
While celebrating milestones, India

must not lose sight of governance challenges
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech on the 74th

Independence Day — his seventh consecutive one

— on Saturday sought to reassure the nation on
the twin challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and ex-
ternal aggression. He has always used his oratorical
skills to foreground concerns that have traditionally not
been considered worthy of a Prime Minister’s personal
attention. The very fact that he mentioned menstrual
hygiene will encourage health workers to be more at-
tentive to the issue and create more awareness. Sanita-
tion and access to drinking water have been issues dear
to Mr. Modi’s heart, and the speech reflected that. The
Jal Jeevan Mission that seeks to provide piped drinking
water to every home, along with the expanding net-
works of electricity, the Internet, banking and cooking
gas, will equip India to rise higher. Slogans such as self-
reliance, “vocal for local”, “make in India to make for
the world” are just old rhetoric for a new occasion, but
their reiteration could spur the state apparatus into ac-
tion, besides galvanising opinion. Mr. Modi has been an
exceptional user of the I-Day pulpit to outline priorities,
and deserves credit for it. While celebrating the nation’s
milestones, the massive challenges of governance and
development must not be glossed over.

Announcing new schemes that do not resolve, but
camoutflage, these challenges are of little help. The PM
promised to bring a revolution, as the National Digital
Health Mission, which will give every Indian a digital
health ID that links up all her medical records. But the
real issue is the abject lack of primary health facilities in
much of India. Digitalisation is welcome but is no sub-
stitute for inadequate human resources and infrastruc-
ture in the health sector. Mr. Modi also reiterated his vi-
sion for India in relation to the world, a tightrope walk
of promoting import substitution on the one hand and
seeking global partnerships on the other. The challeng-
es in managing such an approach were apparent when
he mentioned India’s successes in attracting FDI and
talked about self-reliance in manufacturing PPEs in the
same breath. He did mention ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumba-
Kkam’ — the world is one family — as India’s guiding prin-
ciple, but his characterisation of its centuries-old inte-
ractions with other populations and cultures appeared
more in line with his Hindutva politics than with the
spirit of the freedom struggle. The construction of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya now has the support of most
political parties and is on the basis of a Supreme Court
judgment, but its mention did not address concerns re-
garding what it portends for India’s future. Ambitious
collective goals can inspire a community, which must
be increasingly inclusive as it progresses. Triumphs that
are not equally shared are no triumphs at all.

»

Adversity has mellowed the leader

In his Independence Day speech, the Prime Minister had to assure Lhe nation that he was not clueless amidst troubles

ﬁ%h

HARISH KHARE

Narendra Modi who stood at

the nation’s grandest pulpit at
the Red Fort last Saturday. Last In-
dependence Day he was glowing
with a newly furnished electoral
mandate and had the “370” tro-
phy neatly tucked under his belt.
This year the Prime Minister could
ot be oblivious to the realities of
an uneasy land; and, the country
has slipped up badly under his
watch during these last 12 months.

Il was a becomingly chastened

Much trauma

The India that Narendra Modi
faced this August 15 was in desper-
ate need of an assurance that the
nation’s affairs were in safe, com-

petent hands. A nation stands qul[

ed out of its comfort zone as a fo-
reign power has made ingress into
our territory and there seems very
little that our leadership or gener-
als can do to restore the status quo
ante. The nation has been forced
to breathe the pre-2014 ir of help-
lessness.

The India this Independence
Day is a land also devastated by an
unseen enemy, a deadly virus that
refuses to fade away. In March the
Prime Minister had invoked the
Mahabharata imagery to promise
a decisive victory in 21 days; that
has turned out to be just one more
empty promise. Instead, India to-
day has the dubious distinction of
having the world’s third largest co-
ronavirus caseload, behind only
the United States and Brazil.
Thanks to an virus,

not seen in a long, long time, even
if no one is talking — or wants to
talk - of the millions of fellow In-
dians who were forced to migrate
back to the comfort of their homes
in rural India.

And, then, just a little over 10
days ago, the Prime Minister had
made it a point of participating in
an elaborate religious ceremony of
a shilanyas in Ayodhya. That parti-
cipation by the Prime Minister had
caused apprehensions, especially
among the country’s 200 million

Muslim citizens, whether India &

was finally de-weaning itself from
its secular commitments and
promise.

It was this troubled context that
invested the Prime Minister’s Inde-
pendence Day performance with
extra significance, because he had
barricaded himself away from any
obligation of democratic accoun-
tability, all in the name of the no-
vel coronavirus pandemic.

The Prime Minister had a
choice: he could choose to aggra-
vate the nation’s fault-lines, take
the low road, crank up sectarian
passions of his base, or, try to un-
dertake some kind of course cor-
rection. He must have known that
much was at stake this Indepen-
dence Day; serious doubts had ari-
sen about the reputation of his go-
vernment for competence and
whether his own leadership has
exhausted its inspirational touch.
In particular, the nation needed to
hear from him whether he was
capable of changing leadership
gear.

Strategy of rhetoric

In the end he did what he does
best: dig deep into his rhetorical
armoury to shore up the spirits of
a deeply dispirited nation. But
even by his standards, it was, at

India today is a land devastated by
economic dislocation, disruption
and destitution, a kind of suffering

best, a effort, an over-
the-top invocation of curative and
creative potential of the “will” and
the “dreams” of over a billion peo-

ple. He had to necessarily give
hope to a traumatised nation, and
even promised that as many as
three anti-coronavirus vaccines
were on the anvil.

Otherwise, Mr. Modi devoted
much of his time at the Red Fort
pulpit in an extended exposition
of his government’s initiatives and
policies — the kind of spirited ac-
count Prime Ministers ordinarily
give at the end of the debate on the
President’s Address to the two
Houses of Parliament.

There was a sobering tone to
this cataloguing of ‘achievements”
— an acknowledgement that slo-
gans do not produce governance
and that the un-glamorous task of
brick-by-brick grinding chores still
have to be performed. These six
years have seen an excessive pre-
occupation with headline manage-
ment but governance is certainly
much more than the sum total of
spectacularly manufactured
events.

Sober and muted

All this beating the drums of self-
congratulations was predictable;
but equally significant was the
note the Prime Minister did not
strike. To begin with, there was no
Hindutva triumphalism. Many of
his admirers must be dismayed
that he did not pronounce the
death of the Nehruvian republic;
nor did he announce the birth of a

Hindu political community. May
be the Prime Minister is keeping
his powder dry for the next electo-
ral battle, but for now the minori-
ties have not been made to feel
spurned or unwanted. The repu-
blic has been spared needless
trauma.

Then, there was no mention of
China or Pakistan. These last six
years the nation has been encour-
‘aged to feast on xenophobia and a
virulent nationalism, which has
paid rich electoral dividends, but
there must now be a sobering real-
isation that the Chinese have truly
settled the Prime Minister’s hash.
The Narendra Modi who stood at
the Red Fort this year must have
understood that his over-invest-
‘ment in personal summit diploma-
cy with China’s President Xi Jinp-
ing only helped the Chinese size
him up - and, the country has to
suffer the humiliation of a military
kind. The bravado was definitely
muted.

Notwithstanding the periodic
invocation of ‘national pride’ and
the regular serenading of the va-
lour of our brave soldiers, the Na-
rendra Modi regime appears for
now, determined not to let the
hotheads in _television studios
ramp up conflict with China. The
“LoC to LAC” formulation may not
satisfy the belligerent Modi con:
tuency, but the test of prime mi
nisterial leadership would be to
stay the new course of moderation
and realism.

To the middle classes

A third significant course correc-
tion was an attempt to repair the
relationship with the middle class-
es at home. There was this extend-
ed ode to the middle classes. Im-
plicit in this wooing was a
concession that too much of this
mandir business and too much of
an encouragement to the Yogi Adi-
tyanath-type of rough governance
and rough justice can only cause

Freedom and identity, the right to be

The aspirational values in the Constitution will make sense only when the average Indian realises the freedom to be

DEBASHIS CHATTERJEE

ulsidas, who wrote one of
Tthe several influential ver-

sions of the Ramayana, de-
scribed Ram Rajya as a place
where everyone felt free to do
what they were supposed to do
and where there was no fear, sor-
row or disease. Mahatma Gandhi
recognised the values of Ram Ra-
jya as a shared universal con-
sciousness. Underlying the articu-
lation of both these exponents of
Ram Rajya was the conception of a
citizen as a free being.

Bound by laws

The final quest of all of life is free-
dom. This means that life as we
Kknow it is not free. We are all strug-
gling from bondage to freedom.
‘What binds us? We are bound by
one law or the other. What is a
law? Any event or phenomenon
that repeats itself is a law. For ex-
ample, an apple seed will always
produce an apple. This seed will
keep on producing apples — per-
haps one million apples will come
from that one seed. An apple seed
will not produce bananas because
an apple seed is bound by its own

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

law - itis programmed to produce
apples. All of nature is nothing but
an expression of laws - the repeat-
ed occurrence of form and pheno-
mena. By this law a fish learns to
swim and an eagle learns to soar in
the sky. By this very law our hearts
beat 72 times a minute and our bo-
dy temperature is maintained at
98.6° Fahrenheit. So to break a law
is to go against nature and risk

one’s life.

Finding freedom

Can we, therefore, ever be free?
We can, provided we learn to look
beyond nature’s law-bound forms
toward something deeper that is
always free. This is slightly difficult
to explain, but one can try. Take a
long rope and tie it into a knot in
the middle. As you tighten the
knot it takes a definite shape. The
knot is bound by its own nature. If
the knot were alive, it would ima-
gine itself to be a knot that is limit-
ed within the shape of the knot.
But someone who has tied the
knot will know that all that it re-
quires for the knot to be free is to
pull at the right place — the knot
breaks free and straightens into a
Tope again.

So what is required to find free-
dom is just this knowledge that
you are not a knot. Just this aware-
Tess that if you look beyond your
physical form to your original
state, which is formless and free,
you indeed become free. What is

Vi

that formless state? Classical In-
dian wisdom calls this state ad-
hyatma. The compound word ad-
hyatma is a combination of two
words, adhi+atma which means
awareness of self. The human bo-
dy-mind complex is animated and
powered by this spiritual dimen-
sion called atma that can be de-
scribed as soul or self. The body is
the hardware, the mind is the soft-
ware and atma is the UPS (uninter-
ruptible and independent power
source). That which sets a human
being free is the knowledge of the
self — that spontaneous animating
principle which runs the body-
‘mind complex. Living in the light
of atma or self is the true meaning
of Swarajya. Etymologically, Swa-
rajya means, swena rajate or self-
luminous existence. Take the case
of a person who burns his lips
while sipping a cup of hot tea. He
may think that the tea has burnt
him. It is not the tea but the invis-
ible heat that permeates the tea
that has burnt him. Heat is not a
property of the tea but it can per-
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vade the tea and make it appear to
be hot. Likewise, it is the atma that
permeated the body mind that is
responsible for our experience of
the world.

On choices

Many people confuse freedom
with multiplication of choices.
Multiplication of television chan-
nels, political outfits, or shampoo
brands tend to confuse us rather
than help us choose better. Fewer
good options would have been a
better way to weed out undesira-
ble options. At its core, freedom is
not about choices; it is rather
about identity. Do I get identified
with a compulsive and condi-
tioned mind-body or do I identify
myself with a liberated self that re-
fuses to be labelled by the market,
polity or society as belonging to a
pre-deterministic category? The
free being that is our self, express-
es itself not through an algorithm
but awareness.

In the Mahabharata, in a deep
dialogue, Yakhsa asks Yudhishthi-
ra this question, What is the stran-
gest thing in this world? Yudhish-
thira responds: The most startling
thing is, though humans have a
mortal body, everybody goes
about their life as if they are going
to live in their body forever.

The awareness of atma, inhe-
rent in pure being, sets us free
from the illusion that we are noth-
ing more than our bodies and our

deep disquiet among the Hindu
professional middle classes — the
very old, original Manmohan
Singh constituency, whose defec-
tion away from the Congress had
brought respectability to the Na-
rendra Modi Prime Ministerial
project.

Beyond electoral calculations,
the Narendra Modi regime should
know that the grand vision of ‘At-
manirbhar  Bharat’ cannot be
achieved without the requisite glo-
bal skills and talent, which could
only come from the middle class
ranks. This serenading of the mid-
dle classes is a vital course correc-
tion, because so far the Hindutva
cheerleaders have taken consider-
able pride in dismantling institu-
tions and innovations of higher
learning and research. The falsity
of the ‘Harvard versus the hard-
work’ binary seems to have finally
dawned on the Narendra Modi
crowd. Without a mobilisation of
the middle class’s imagination, the
‘new India’ would remain just an
over-worked cliché.

Narendra Modi practises with
considerable finesse the dema-
gogue’s familiar trick of imposing
his slogans and prejudices as
emerging out of a national imagi-
nation. But after six years in office,
he has run out of enemies who
needed to be tamed and van-
quished. He can no longer avail
‘himself of the excuse of the acts of
omission and commission of past
governments,

The onus is on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to help the country
extricate itself out of a quasi-civil
war and a sinking economy. After
six years the nation is entitled to
ask him to grow out of his deeply
ingrained truculence and become
much more than the leader of a
political faction. He did hold out a
hint.

Harish Khare is a senior journalist based
in Delhi

‘minds. The knot of illusion that we
are this body-mind complex unra-
vels itself as realisation of our be-
ing dawns on us. We become
aware as the rishis of the Upanish-
ads did, of that Anindavatam svad-
haya tadekam, one ultimate being
in us that exists freely by itself,
How does one access the freedom
of pure, uninterrupted power of
being? In the stillness of being, not
in the quest for being this and that
or the other, we find the doorway
to our own freedom.

Not being co-opted

From Ram Rajya to Swarajya is a
continuum — the journey from the
temporal to the transcendental;
from the civic to the sacred. The
Preamble of the Indian Constitu-
tion promises the delivery of aspi-
rational values of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity for its citi-
zens. They make sense only when
the average Indian realises the
freedom to be and not be co-opted
by the politics of identity, machi-
nations of the market or the dicta-
torship of the digital world. Swara-
jya in thought and education that
Tiberates the free being, sa vidya ya
vimuktaye, can only rescue India
from a myopia of the post-colonial
leadership. Until then, Ram Rajya
will remain an enchanting utopia.

Debashis Chatterjee, the author of
“Timeless Leadership, is the Director of
1M Kozhikode

A health account
‘The Prime Minister’s

aspect of this. It is not

convict him. Such an

announcement during his
Day address,

i going to be served.

what purpose

dot
Well for a fearless and

s not augur

judiciar;

of the launch of a National
Digital Health Mission that
would “work as each
Indian’s health account”,
where the A-Z of a person’s
medical record will be
stored, is a bit intriguing.
This appears to be one
more mmauve in the “one
nation-one...” series and
one is a bit scepucal given
the progress that has been
achieved in the earlier ‘one
nation, one...” schemes.
‘This particular exercise will
no doubt be massive. How
far it would be practicable
will be known only while
implementing it. Citizens
may seek privacy in

disclosing the diseases they  hurry in taking up this N.G.R. PRASAD,
suffer from. The diseases matter when there are Chennal

may fluctuate and other burning issues

specialists to be contacted pending seem to point to Tax assessment
may vary depending on the  general apprehension that

disease, to look at one the Bench was likely to

Chennai

Case of contempt

Right from the beginning,
there have been calls to
drop the suo motu
contempt proceeding
initiated against civil rights
lawyer Prashant Bhushan.
Notwithstanding this, the
Bench proceeded to hear it
and convicted him. Only
the sentencing remains.
The statements issued by
persons of stature such as
Sitaram Yechury and D.
Raja and the former Chief
Justice of India R.M. Lodha
and many other responsible
persons as to the unseemly

Jus ry.
The general impression
among lawyers and judges
is that Mr. Bhushan is a
tireless crusader for larger
causes of civil liberties and
democracy and is a man of
conviction. All his life, he
has been not in the pursuit
of wealth, but excellence.
Convicting him for
contempt is making a
‘mockery of democracy and
scandalising the system.
Itis said that lawyers and
judges are two arms of the
judiciary. If that be so, to
‘punish Mr. Bhushan would
amount to maiming one
arm of this vital organ of
democracy.

‘The Prime Minister has
announced a taxpayers'

charter which is a welcome
feature for honest
taxpayers. Its proper
implementation should be
followed and watched. In
addition to this charter it
would have been a bigger
boon for the honest
taxpayer to have had their
income level raised for
paying income tax or a tax
reduction to a minimum
level. One wonders why the
‘government stays away
from the advice of
economists such as Dr.
Subramanian Swamy who
openly declare that the
personal income tax system
should be done away with.
This will encourage more
people to come into the
taxpayers’ circle and
investments will flow into
government-regulated
banks even if there is a
lowering of interest in
savings bank accounts.

As announced by the Prime
Minister, if the assessment

system is judicially

resdmore eters A
onine oo (8

implemented, corruption

can be brought down to an
extent. There should be
stringent punishment for
corrupt officers in the IT

one of the very few who
gave confidence and
courage to middle class

department. India to shed its inhibitions
V.P. DHANANIAYAN, and aspire for success
Chennai through his meteoric rise.
From small town Ranchi,
Out of the blue the metamorphosis of the
The Instagram long-haired lad into a
announcement of August marauding grey-bearded
15, 2020, that from ‘19.29 gentleman was stuff of
hrs’, Mahendra Singh legend. We need to salute

the end of a glorious

embodiment of post-

experience”

Dhoni has retired from
international cricket signals

chapter in Indian cricket
history. It would be fitting
to remember ‘Mahi’ as an

liberalisation India. He was

the genius of MSD and
celebrate him for all that he
has achieved as a cricketer
on and off the field. Thank
you Captain Cool for
everything.

LS. Harggsi,

Chennai

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

In a Sunday Magazine feature titled “Experiment and
(August 16, 2020), Anuradha Kapur had been
inadvertently referred to as ex-director, National School of Design.
It should have been National School of Drama.
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The centrality of devolution in development

In Sri Lanka, the Tamil people’s political and economic aspirations must not be separated

MEERA SRINIVASAN

The outcome of Sri Lanka’s August 5
general election had few surprises.
The Rajapaksa family is decisively at
the country’s helm for the next five
years. The fragmented political op-
position is struggling to come to
terms with their decimated parties
and in some cases, sealed fate.

In the north, the Tamil National
Alliance (TNA), which almost solely
represented Tamils living in the
north and east for a decade since the
country’s civil war ended, is swallow-
ing a bitter pill. Its presence in the
225-member Parliament, where the
Rajapaksas have just garnered a for-
midable two-thirds majority, has di-
minished from 16 to 10 seats.

‘Tamil voters in the north not only
chose three candidates from hard-
line Tamil nationalist groups critical
of the TNA, but also elected four can-
didates from parties aligned to the
ruling Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP or People’s Front) of the Raja-
paksas. In fact, they gave Angajan Ra-
manathan of the SLPP-aligned Sri
Lanka Freedom Party the highest
share of votes in Jaffna.

While the TNA has ceded ground
to rivals on either side, political ob-
servers have read the outcome as an
unmistakable shift. Voters, they
note, have moved away from their
chief political concerns — which the
TNA sought to foreground - to their
growing economic distress that the
TNA is accused of ignoring.

Letting down its own people
Itis not hard to appreciate this read-
ing, given that the TNA-led Northern
Provincial Council squandered its
first, big opportunity to govern the
province in 2013. The irony of then
Chief Minister CV. Wigneswaran,
‘who spearheaded its failure and sub-
sequently broke away from the party,
contesting separately and winning a
seatin this poll is another matter. But
it doesn’t change the fact that the
TNA, as an influential Alliance and a
collective of legislators, was mostly
apathetic to its people’s everyday

“The Tamil voters' message to both national leaders and their own elected
representatives has been unambiguous in every crucial election post-war."
Voters wait to cast their votes in Jaffna before the Northern Provincial Council

electionin 2013.

«MEERA SRINIVASAN

‘misery. It was neither able to envi-
sion a revived economy to help fami-
lies cope with the war’s cruel after-
‘math, nor willing to course-correct
after the Northern Provincial Coun-
cil's wasted term ended in 2018.

In the four years of the Maithripala
Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe go-
vernment, the TNA privileged a polit-
ical solution by way of constitutional
reform over everything else, includ-
ing war-time accountability that the
southern polity is reluctant to hon-
estly or fully confront. Its leaders’ ef-
forts towards a new Constitution can-
not be rubbished in retrospect, for
the TNA, like many others, believed
that the prospects for such reform
were greater under an unprecedent-
ed ‘national unity’ government that
Sri Lanka’s two main national parties
cohabited. They gave the former go-
vernment a real chance. Except that
the Sirisena-Wickremesinghe go-
vernment badly let down the TNA,
on whose support it managed to sur-
vive its term. In turn, by ambitiously
putting all its eggs in one basket, the
TNA let down its own people.

The youth were jobless, while
their parents’ livelihoods rapidly
dwindled. Farmers were hit by alter-
nating droughts and floods, while
fisherfolk, faced with conflicts big
and small, struggled to stay afloat.
Scores of women in the north and
east, sole breadwinners in their fami-
lies, suffocated in predatory debt and
some tragically ended their lives. In
2016, Sri Lanka’s poverty headcount
was highest in the Northern and

The cost of stifling voices

In doing so, we risk the disengagement of those most
invested in preserving our democratic institutions

ROHINI SOMANATHAN

Ethical explorations often begin with
emotional injury. Something simply
feels wrong, and you ask yourself
whether you are missing an impor-
tant bit of information or the right
perspective. This happened when I
read the Supreme Court judgment
pronouncing senior lawyer Prashant
Bhushan guilty of criminal contempt
for his two “scurrilous” tweets. I
have known the Bhushan family for
over three decades, a family of la-
wyers defined by their commitment
to preserving and strengthening the
judicial system and using it in the pu-
blic interest. How could Mr. Bhushan
be accused of malice against the sys-
tem? How did we get here? I searched
for the tweets, and the discussion
around them. The court took a posi-
tion on an important ethical ques-
tion: Do we strengthen or weaken in-
stitutions by criticising some of the
actions of those holding public of-
fice? The judgment sets a worrying
precedent and affects all of us who
raise our voices within public institu-
tions and hope to improve them.

Exit and Voice
Students who are interested in eco-
nomics often ask me what they
should read. The little book on the
top of my list is always Albert O.
Hirschman's Exit, Voice, and Loyal-
ty. Each time Ilook through it, I come
away with something new. I opened
it again now, searching for a peg for
my thoughts. Hirschman contrasts
Exit and Voice as two alternative me-
chanisms for the repair of societal in-
stitutions. When consumers switch
from one firm to another, an em-
ployee moves to a job with better
working conditions or a family moves
across neighbourhoods, they are all
exercising exit. When a partner in a
marriage complains of abuse, or
workers protest against management
action, it is voice. Exit and voice work
together. Without any possibility of
exit, voices would remain unheard,
and if exit were too easy, very few
would invest in voice. Public health
and education work best in countries
where they are inclusive. When the
‘wealthy and most educated exit to
private providers, public systems are
often starved of resources and ideas.
In politics, exit is used at the time of
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elections, while voice makes incum-
bents accountable. The relative im-
portance of the exit and voice me-
chanisms varies across organisation
types, but, as Hirschman points out,
“In a whole gamut of human institu-
tions, from the state to the family,
voice, however ‘cumbrous’, is all
their members normally have to
work with.”

Judicial initiative, often in res-
ponse to public interest litigation,
has led to many progressive deci-
sions over the last two decades.
These include the Supreme Court’s
order that free meals should be pro-
vided for all schoolchildren in public
primary schools. Scrutinising the be-
haviour of the legislative and exect
tive arms of government did not low-
er the dignity associated with those
offices or undermine On

Eastern provinces, according to the
latest Household Income and Expen-
diture Survey.

An unhelpful separation
The grave economic conditions of
Tamils living in the north and east,
and the apparent shift in their voting
pattern in this poll, might lead ana-
lysts to frame their mandate as one
merely for urgent economic relief.

Itis true that the TNA, controlled
largely by Tamil elites, is paying a
huge price for separating the politi-
cal and economic realities of its elec-
torate, focusing narrowly on one
while neglecting the other. But to
construe the vote against the TNA in
some constituencies in favour of can-
didates aligned to the Rajapaksa ad-
ministration as a shift away from
long-pending political demands is at
best reductive and at worst
dangerous.

Those averse to the Tamil com-
‘munity’s historic demand for greater
political autonomy may readily em-
brace this economic logic to dilute or
even disregard their persisting call
for political rights. Prominent sup-
porters of the Rajapaksa regime have
already sought abolition of the pro-
vincial council system and the 13th
‘Amendment. An outcome of the In-
do-Lanka Accord of 1987, the Amend-
ment remains the only legislative as-
surance till date for devolving
powers to the provinces, It is part of
the few incremental, but crucial,
gains made from the 1980s, against
the tide of Sinhala-Buddhist majori-

tarianism that swept the island since
Independence. The Tamil leader-
ship, including the TNA, may deem
the 13th Amendment insufficient but
none would disagree that it is neces-
sary. After all, at the heart of the Ta-
mils' long-pending demand is the
legitimate desire for greater control
of their lives. To be able to actively
shape their political and economic
destinies is first and foremost a de-
mocratic nghl hut also a vital check
against a majoritarian state deriving
power and legitimacy from its core
ethno-nationalist base.

Moreover, political empowerment
is not reducible to economic pro-
gress, but economic development —
which the Rajapaksa brothers have
promised to now expedne — will
prove futile unless citizens have the

political agency to inform the pro-
cess. For development to speak to
the needs of the people, devolution
of power is central, not incidental.
Devolved political power alone can
ensure citizens are able to build,
strengthen and access local adminis-
trative structures, institutions and
expertise that are crucial to thought-
ful development and its sustenance.

It is over a decade since the TNA
unequivocally abandoned past calls,
including from the LTTE, for separa-
tism. The Tamil people have no ap-
petite for another armed struggle
and the southern leadership knows
this well. The Tamil people’s quest
for justice post-war is different, as
they navigate their realities with resi-
lience and pragmatism. To them, jus-
tice is not merely a set of issues on a
checklist or a United Nations resolu-
tion to be addressed sequentially. It
is about dealing with the destruction
and trauma of the past, the liveli
hood distress and lingering militari-
sation of the present, and the chal-
lenge of a just and dignified future.

The Tamil voters’ message to both
national leaders and their own elect-
ed representatives has been unam-
biguous in every crucial election
post-war, about their political and so-
cioeconomic priorities — be it the
2013 northern provincial election,
the 2015 presidential and parliamen-
tary polls, the 2018 local government
polls, the 2019 presidential election
and the recent parliamentary elec-
tion. Are the leaders willing to listen?

‘meera.srinivasan@thehindu.co.in

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

The uncertainties over
COVID-19 numbers

The problem with data confusion lies with the government, not
with researchers who are trying to make sense of the numbers

=
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A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

On August 10, The Hindu carried an op-ed,
“COVID-19 deaths may be higher than re-
ported”, by two community physicians, He-
‘mant Deepak Shewade and Giridara Gopal
Parameswaran. They argued that the CO-
VID-19 death figures for India may have to be
adjusted for low coverage of medical certifi-
cation of cause of death (MCCD). They were
criticised for estimating COVID-19 deaths by
relying on the fact that only 22% of deaths
are medically certified in India. This exercise
amounted to fudging of data, some said.

Flagging issues surrounding data
1 would like to give the piece some context
before I evaluate the complaints against it.
The Hindu has been flagging issues of data
suppression and data manipulation since the
Central Statistics Office started re-basing
GDP estimates. Economist R. Nagaraj has ex-
plained in more than one lead article why
there is distrust in the GDP figures. Writers
have spoken of how the integrity of numbers
should be restored. In this column, I wrote
about the disastrous effects of data manipu-
lation by quoting Nobel Prize-winning eco-
nomist Ronald Coase: “If you torture the da-
ta long enough, it will confess to anything.”
With reference to COVID-19 numbers,
there are many speculative reports from go-
vernment bodies themselves For mstance
in June, a PTI report quoted
ciated with the Indian Councxl ofMedlcal Re
search (ICMR) saying that the pandemic in
India would peak around November 2020.
When The Hindu carried the report, the
ICMR issued a clarification on Twitter: “The
news reports attributing this study to ICMR
are misleading. This refers to a non-peer re-
viewed modelling, not carried out by ICMR
and does not reflect the official position of
ICMR.” Another report by PTI, “Facing criti-
cism for ‘under reporting’ of COVID-19
deaths, Delhi issues SOP for hospitals” (May
10), flagged the issue of under-reporting.
Since the break of the pandemic, this new-
spaper has carried analytical articles as well
as ground reports. The ‘Ground Zero’, “Te-

Iy 18), was about lack of transparency of data
and inadequate testing. It is in this context
that one has to read the recent op-ed on un-
der-reporting of COVID-19 deaths.

Giridhara R. Babu, Professor of Epide-
miology at the Indian Institute of Public
Health, Bengaluru, in his lead article, “The
challenges in counting the dead” (August 14),
explained the complexities involved in cal-
culating COVID-19 deaths. He wrote: “To ob-
tain unbiased, reliable estimates, nationally
representative verbal autopsy surveys such
as the Million Death Study can be helpful. In
the meantime, India has to adopt a strategy
of transparency in data flow and reporting,
with increased investments in innovations
for improving data collection and reporting.”

A fair assumption
The August 10 article flagged major lacunae
in the Indian system of collecting data relat-
ing to death. Critics pointed out that the ana-
Iysis was based on the MCCD report for 2017
when the report for 2018 had been released
a few weeks prior to the publication of the
article. I agree that the writers should have
revised their article based on the latest re-
port; their arguments would have stood
ground even with the 2018 report. The arti-
cle’s assumption was that COVID-19 death re-
porting is similar to non- COVID-19 death re-
porting in the absence of specific data from
the Indian government pertaining to CO-
VID-19. This seems to be a fair assumption;
they were not fuelling conspiracy theories.
‘We have reached a situation where efforts
to make sense of numbers, in the absence of
rigorous methods from government institu-
tions, are characterised as partisan readings.
In a May 20 report, “Is India undercounting
its COVID-19 deaths?, The Hindu had raised
the same question based on available data. If
that report is read along with “Coronavirus
deaths increasing significantly in several
States” (June 16), it is clear that the problem
with the data conundrum lies with the go-
vernment and not with researchers who are
trying to make sense of numbers by stitching
together pieces of available information. One
can differ with the writers’ methodology and
their estimate, which is based on a raw factor
of multiplication and could have been re-
fined with other variables that could affect
the count, but that does not diminish their
plea for a robust health data system.

langana’s COVID trials and (u-

WE WOULD LIKE
TO ACQUIRE THIS

HELICOPTERS!

MODEL OF FIGHTER

the contrary, it improved their func-
tioning. Moreover, such scrutiny re-
lied on critical voices from the field.
Social activists pointed to growing
grain stocks with the Food Corpora-
tion of India which could be used to
eliminate child hunger.

Strengthening institutions
Courts exist to promote justice by ad-
judicating on_ disagreements. The
judiciary relies on listening to testi-
monies and deciphering them to ex-
tract evidence. The many voices they
hear are rarely non-partisan. They
are muffled, broken, acrimonious,
vengeful, disingenuous, arrogant,
self-righteous and many other things.
Yet judges know, better than anyone
else, that good jurisprudence relies
on listening to all of these and sepa-
rating the wheat from the chaff. If
they were to restrict themselves to
the cool and candid, the result would
often be silence. Most of us do not
speak when we are calm, we enjoy
the feeling while it lasts.

Voice has the potential to streng-
then institutions and help them
adapt to a changing environment.
Deliberation and debate are needed
if we are to pool information, nego-
tiate our differences, and make bet-
ter collective decisions. In stifling
voice, we risk the disengagement of
those who are most invested in pre-
serving our democratic institutions.

'Rohini Somanathan is Professor, Delhi School

of Economics

DATA POINT

Deaths on a steep rise

On August 15, India crossed the 50,000 COVID-19 deaths-mark, becoming only the fourth nation to do so. While it
took 86 days for the 10,000-mark to be breached, the last 10,000 cases tookjust 10 days. The average daily deaths
are nearly 950 a day with the daily fatality curve still rising steeply. By The Hindu Data Team
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FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 17, 1970
12 Amarnath pilgrims die in storm

Twelve pilgrims died yesterday when a
15,000 strong pilgrims’ procession to the
Amarnath cave shrine was caught in a rain
and snow storm atop Sheshnag mountain,
13,000 ft. above sea level, according to offi-
cial reports. The authorities have advised
the pilgrims to abandon the pilgrimage. The
decision to abandon the pilgrimage was ta-
ken at an emergency meeting this morning
presided over by the State Tourism Minister,
Mr. Noor Mohammad. The meeting was held
in Pahalgam, the base camp of the pilgrim-
age. The Minister is there to personally su-
pervise rescue and relief operations. An offi-
cial spokesperson said contigents of police
and teams of medical personnel in addition
to those accompanying the pilgrims have
been rushed to Seshnag and other advanced
posts to help needy pilgrims. Over 200 pol-
ice personnel and a team of doctors left with
the pilgrims for the holy cave. Wireless con-
tact is constantly being maintained with the
pilgrim party - PTI reports

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  AUGUST 17, 1920.

Self-supporting education
(From an editorial)

The various defects in our existing educa-
tional system have induced great reformers
and idealists in India to set up independent
institutions, each emphasising an important
principle in the training of youth. Captain
W, Petaval's scheme of self-supporting edu-
cation, worked out in Maharajah of Kassim-
bazar’s Polylechmc Institute, Calcutta, aims
at revolutionising the method of education
by combining earning with learning on a ba-
sis of co-operative production in schools and
colleges. It will be readily admitted that the
present-day system is extremely deficient
even in regard to the conventional educa-
tional ideals of character-training, intellec-
tual equipment and physical development.
The existing institutions, in their equipment
and atmosphere, are far behind the ad-
vanced establishments in the West. The ty-
ranny of examinations, the top-heavy arran-
gements in the curricula of studies, the
absence of vocational training, the lack of
proper guidance and personal touch bet-
ween the teacher and pupil and the almost
absolute indifference shown to the student’s
health by our educational authorities are all
notorious features of our educational sys-
tem which cause much misery to the coun-
try’s youth and involve enormous wastage of
national energy.
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Hard road back to power for Germany’s Social Democrats

Constanze
Stelzenmiiller

ast week, Germany's Social
Democrats surprised the
nation, and possibly them-

place between August 25 and October
24.) It was no mean feat for the Social
Democrats, well known for vicious
infighting and toppling their own lead-
ers, to pull together and become the first
party to nominate its candidate. But

affairs committee — none has proved
compelling. Markus Soder, Bavaria's
popular state premier, protests that he
doesnotwanttorun for

dical leftist

Dlehnk:andﬂ\e(‘.mwmddgﬂthﬂn
barely 40 per cent. So it must also lure

ship. With severa.l key state elections

parti
‘This purpose is served by picking Mr

a pacifist anti-Nato line. The party
‘group’s three most senior security policy
experts have all resigned — a dowry for
Die Linke. The successor to the fonnu'

early in the year,

Goes M Scholz stand achance - with _inga deferraof o he chnlce i spring.
hisparty, and with the nation? Such vacillation suggests the CDU's

ntil recently, wisdom in the polls is, above
haditthatthe it post Merkel govern all a Merkel bonus. The Greens were

‘ment would be a coalition of her Chris-
tian Democrats and the Greens. If the
vote were held today, opini

selves,
‘minister Olaf Scholz as their

gest the two parties would win an easy

chancellor y
ingoffnextyear’s election campaign.

With Angela Merkel in her 15th year

as chancellor, guiding Germany’s

six-month spell in the EU’s rotating

presidency and enjoying 70 per
deffects

They even
need the liberal Free Democrats, whose
walkout from coalition negotiations in
2017 forced Ms Merkel into a third
“grand coalition” with the P
et the CDU s so far falled to find
Kel,

pandemic management, one might
almost forget that her country is not a
monarchy. But Ms Merkel has ruled out
runningfor a fifth term. Inexorably, the
Ageof Angelaisdrawingtoa close.
Germany thus faces its most conse-
quential vote in a decade and a half in
autumn 2021. (The election must take

asuccessor-

The SPD has a leftwing
base but needs
centrist votes to win
next year’s election
‘briefly neck and neck with the CDU last
year, prompting speculation the party

ister Annegret
her heir-designate, resigned in Febru:
ary as party leader after a series of
‘mis-steps. Of i

chancellor. But the gloss of their two
youngish leaders, Robert Habeck and

of #NOlaf from pan.s of the SPD’s hzrd

East German Ce P
Linke responded to Mr Scholz's Londi

left. The 62-year-
in German politics to a male Merkel:
bone-dry and — as finance minister,
two-time Hamburg mayor and former

A B A
logical intransigence is unpalatable to
‘many Social Democrats. But the party

highly includes ists such as Gregor
A Gysi,72,i i

renegade from the left fringe, he imple-  The Greens. d.mplay astudied indiffer-

encetoall this that betrays an awkward

mented former chancellor Gerhard
Sder’s 2010"

reforms and became an advocate of bal-

dilemma. They owe their surge toa pro-
gressive centrism designed for cross-

Covid-19
prompts rethink
of the case for
real estate

Dambisa
Moyo

ealthy families with
investment outlooks
that span generations

over appeal Butmuch have traditionally fol-
Germany’s head-spinning of their y left wing. on lowedaruleofthumbto
ofa€750bn Arec- the up

ognition of Germany's responsibilities  with more votes than the SPD. If they | tostocks,one-third toartand one- Lhmi
for Europe, itisin keeping witha public did well enough, Germany might be : toreal estate. More broadly, asset man-

mood that wants more social solidarity

But the SPD’ i pow-

Armin Laschet, state premier of North
Rhine-Westphalia; businessman Frie-
drich Merz; and Norbert Rottgen, the
chairman of the Bundestag’s foreign

‘The SPD hopes to exploit these vulner-
abilities. Still, polling at a mere 15 per
cent, its path to power requires a heroic
squaring of circles. Forming a “red-red-

erful force. Kevin Kithnert, 31, influen-
tial leader of the party’s radical youth
organisation, is running for the legisla-
ture. Rolf Miitzenich, chairman of the

Tookingata “green-red-red” coalition.
Germany's politics have not been so

agers have been drawn to property’s
attractive record.

openinalongtime.For

thisisunlikely tobe reassuring.

The writer is asenior fellow at the Brook-
ings Institution

ance from 18702015 by the National
Bureau of Economic Research, real
estate returned average annual returns
of just over 7 per cent, compared with
6.9 per cent from equities. In the wake of

‘however, investor:

Bidenomics
and the new
New Deal

AMERICA

im Geithner, the former
US Treasury secretary,
beats

policies are squarely in the American
tradition. What Mr Biden proposes is
pragmatic — an America-coined word
and philosophy thatmeans “whateverit
takes”. A better term may be pandemo-
nomics. Neither the left nor the right
should underestimateits appeal.

‘The left should be especially wary of
lookinga gift horse in the mouth. Some
are disappointed that Mr Biden picked
Kamala Harris rather than Elizabeth

should ask themselves if the case for
their holdings is still compelling — or
should they rein back on it? In particu-
lar, three factors put the long-term
value of property assetsatrisk.

home has shown that rem
viable, leading toless demand for com-
mercial space as businesses close or
scale-back offices. Already, big compa-
nies are extending homeworking
beyond the auturn, with Google telling
‘most of its 200,000 staff to stay at home
until july 2021.
Extendingworking from home means
many people will give up expensive ity
accommodation to move to cheaper —
suburban and rural — areas, driving
down residential property values and
erodingreturns. The shifthasalso accel
erated digitisation, automation, robot-
ics and the adoption of technologies
that will ensure companies can operate
effectively with fewer employees. This

Remote working has
been shown to be viable,
leading to less demand
for commercial space

famously said “plan ‘Warrenas his running mate.
no plan” during the 2008 Ms Harrisisa A 1963, when  more than half a century. The left’s offerby  trend will the reduced
financial crisis. It is alesson  paign focused more on s Lyndon insincs togofor the pertectoverthe - $1to 2t This would ethekind of | demandfor physica remses
that Republicans appear to have forg-  inequities than its economic ones. Ms  the assassination of John F Kennedy. way. Id-fashioned iise in which Mr Second, after coronavirus, govern-
often.1f Donald Trump loses in Novem-  Warren has devoted her career, as well - Much like Barack Obama, JFK moved a The right, meanwhile, seems frozen  Biden exults. But the Senate leader, | ments will look for new sources of reve-
ber, asher bid,to nation with his poetry to probable  Mitch McConnell, will not bring any- | nue. Stressed public coffers expose the
stimulus deal with Democrats amida  latter. Thatis  writeitslegislati MrBiden, ke defeat. That s now Hkely i T real estate sector to higher taxes: the
raging pandemic will be one of the main exmly where her supporters should Johnson, i He loss MrTrump's apprwed. underlying asset (land) is immovable
reasons. You cannot beat something knows how the sausage ismade. It was ~ ejection from the White House. The ing hi MrBiden, | and p favour namgpmp
withnothi At besl, s prestdentsare elpful | LB who xacted Keamedy's v rghts  parys paaly efecs s undelying p
Theirony they never write the agenda. divisions. e e e L ) 7 o e o e
contains key elements of what Mr  script. ThereisachanceMrBidencould  Americals left should pictureaBiden  Ontheonehand, Mr Trumpisloathto  orders to resume unemployment pay- | ment. That puts a drag on the value of
Trump promised in2016: tomodernise  make Ms Warren his Treasury secre- presidency as their chance to pass the o any kind of deal with Nancy Pelosi, ments and suspend payroll taxes for | real estate to the holder, again reducing

US infrastructure and protect the “for-
gotten American”. The logic of Bide-
nomics s simple. The cost of borrowing
is free. The US is in the midst of a
national crisis. Its infrastructure is no
longerfirst world, and unemployment

isat

tary, in which case she could negotiate

terms. Should she stay in the Senate,

however, she would be in pole position
i MrBiden h: i

big reforms that stalled under Mr
Obama, such as parental leave, pre-
school learning, green energy and pub-

ted the wealth tax from his campaign.
He has also ignored Medicae-for-al
T T

good moment to enberthe 21st century
with the “largest mobilisation of public
investments” since the second world
war, asthe Biden campaign p

Thel dobates abeat mebiar, Mr
Biden’s proposals are too centrist, as
Democratic progressives complain, or
are radically socialist, as Mr Trum)
says, have an air of unreality. His

ren and Bernie sanders, who will also
remain in the Senate, can help to draft
the legislation. Vice-presidents never
gettodothat.

Some have likened America’s 2020
situation to 1952. The scale of the crises
facing America today may indeed be

le to when Franklin D Roo-
Sevelt took office n the Depression.

They
to subdue their misgivings until after
the election. A Biden administration
would be their best opportunity of
rewriting America’s social contract in

The US left should picture
a Biden presidency as their
chance to pass reforms
that stalled under Obama

the Democratic speaker of the House,
whom he has not met since the pan-

employees. The legality of his orders is
questionable. In practice, they are

returns. Removing tax incentives for
ovwning property would also rase funds

lus plan, which the Democrat-control-

His real objection to the Democrats’

Therisk
s that they will everse tax relief on the

led House passed in May but hasrun  p: i onamortgage, and restrict
aground in the Senate, would keep  tomake it easier for jote | the scope for to pass on
American untilafter i and for property i pr
the election. It could only help Mr videdbyloweri

‘Trump’s re-election chances. His ani-
mosity to Ms Pelosi exceeds his grasp of

5 = ime. Mr- p
thus has a plan of sorts — but it is based
on scorched earth retreat. He would

is payable on other assets. This would
increase the taxable base, but dim real

his own self-interest. ratherlet
The includ-
ing many who face likely defeat in tion. It is about bllmmg bridges, not
November, who would be happy tosplit  buildingthem.
the difference with Ms Pelosi. She has
herplanby $1tn, provided  edward luce@f.

‘Third, owning land and property has
longbeen seena good way of preserving
wealth and protecting capital against
inflation, because values and rents typi-
cally increase in times of inflation. How-
ever, investors today might question

Annihilation of Indias political opposition is almost complete

inthe yearsahead. After all, the US con-
sumer price index has remained below
2.5 per cent from 2012 onwards, reach-
ingalow of 0.1 per centin2015.
Although the huge government stim-
u.llls yackages . the wake of the pan-
inflationary, deflation-

. widely predicted captured modern Indian  Congress is also in deep paralysis. poured onits privileged credentials, the zry press\lres exist too. Technology is
Shruti ken run of 16 years of power of India’s politics. Last week’s ceremony at the  Despite beingthe only opposition party  Congress party looks humbled. The | driving many costs down, for example
Kapila first prime minister and Congress Ram mmple in Ayodhya was also met  with a national footprint, it has just 52 party has not been ableto tean | in transport and telecommunications.

leader, Jawaharlal Nehru. This is not  with cel Mr Itsmost effective argument to counter Hindu | The shock to global demand has led to
‘merelyamatter of breakingrecords. Mr  Modi's ru]lng Bharatiya VT wasa downgraded growth forecasts; this is
i s Hit ionali Mzny Con- the | likely

ers are fixated on overturning Nehru's  gress party also welcomed the moveas ing of civil rights, but is now mostly  Nehru-Gandhi dy always ice isnosi
arend:a Modi is making  politicalvisionof India. theyjostledtonkecreditformeirmle associated with nepotism and eye- served as the party linchpin at last | of wage inflation in the near-term;
ia. Earlier this I ? ing politi i seems exhausted. Shorn of idealism,  higher unemployment is more likely to

e e o G e o s L fact, the striking feature of Indian ~ That largely peaceful period is also and without any realistic prospects of | keepitatbay.

ation stone for a temple to yinstalli itofavery politi i ihilation of any as one helmed by aweak  power, the party’s failures have become | There is a final long-term question
Lord Ram at the site where  different kind. Nehru celebrated the leader, Manmohan Singh, scornfully \p i — that of demo-
y ition fror ial servi- dubbed the “accidental prime minis- ~apredictableend. graphic shifts. As populations continue
It was the inalong, bitter by Modi's ruling party ter”. Any failing — bigor small —isnow _There are grave consequences tothis | to age, there will be fewer cconomically
dispute over the contested holy ground.  vast Bhakra Dam, calling it a befitting bl Theparty  imbalance of power. Without an effec-  active, younger people relative to reti-

Suffused wit h in  “ ia. has captured national Indian democracy will ; rees. This will leave fewer buyers for

sacred Hindu rituals that has been  Nehru, like Mr Modi today, was a politics for the hag, 1t deathis widely proclaimed, and  have more toworry about than monot- | property, adding to downward pressure

adopted asthe badge of nationalists, the ~ wildly popular figure. He ruled through , by many ony. The partyneedstoletgo | on prices. The market is so broad and

ceremony was symbolic. In effect, ~what came to be known as the “Nehru- foreseeable future pnlitiﬂlspectmm_ of i

India’s prime minister had inaugurat vian consensus”. The term was apt. It i Butif itinsists on looki it | out.

inewernl.hatphcedtheHlndn major-  was Nehru's personal charisma that  significant ition. Barring the could phies and sectors. But Covid-19 has

ity at thy any simmeri embattled opposition regional leader dom struggle, has been remade as  revivedtheparty froman carly deathin | thrown up many questions sbout asset

naenzn‘on nist or conservative opposition to his Mamata Banerjee in Bengal, Mr Modi nable then, India’s

Mr Modi has also made history in
another way. Last week he became
India’s longest-serving prime minister
from outside the Congress party, which
led the country to independence from
the British empire in 1947. He is also

rule. The Congress party had morphed
from being a highly mobilised, anti-im-
perial party of protest toa deep machine
of state power.

Thereis, as yet, no adequate name for
Mr Modi's style of rule — which has so

faces lttle or no challenge. The pan-
demic brought an abrupt end to wide-
spread street protests against his gov-

to counter this powerful delogical
‘warfare, the

opposition now needs e

ponfohos they will have to weigh up

has
on its own in slow- ‘motion fratricide.

Some of i The writer Indian hist
h:s pnvl]eged Hindus over Muslims.  camourtojoin the BJP. and global political thought at Cambridge
activistsincreasingly face arrest. Despite the scorn and invective university

tect, or erode, their wealth.

The writer is a global economist and the
authormost recently of Edge of Chaos’
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