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µ®r iµ_ëµÜ �µÜ ¼fććć ÄrµÄ¢rÊ 5�r à�ëôDë�µ® �à _µ¨Äµô®iri Uā ë�r ÄµµÜ àëDër µ� ÄÜ�¨DÜā
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¼° �Dà ëôÜ®ri �®ëµ D �ô¢¢��¢ri�ri Ür_ràà�µ®
UrÜr�ë µ� _µ®àô¨Äë�µ® D®i �®þràë¨r®ë ir�
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�°Êò� ÄrÜ _r®ëÊ 3µ �Dà �r®rÜD¢ �µþrÜ®¨r®ë
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ÄµÜëàµ�i�àëôÜUD®_rà�Üµ¨$Di�D�® D�ÜDi�à�
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�ë#r�àD®Df ¼¼ÄrÜàµ®àÿrÜr �® ôÜriÿ�r®
ë�rÄµ¢�_r��Üri®�®rÜµô®iàëµÑôr¢¢DÜ�µë�®�
¨µUë�DëDëëD_¡riD¨DÜ¡rëD®i�r¢iôÄëÜD��
��_µ®ë�r®Dë�µ®D¢����ÿDāÊ#rD®ÿ��¢rf ë�r
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ëµàëDÜëDÄ�ë_�riUDëë¢rUrëÿrr®ë�r#ôà¢�̈ à
D®ië�rÄµ¢�_rfÿ��_�¢DërÜir�r®rÜDëri�®ëµ
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'EE_��;; Y-E_
�5 !��35 ¼ò �µµëUD¢¢ �D®à ÿrÜr ¡�¢¢ri �® D
àëD¨Ärir D®i µþrÜ ¼ćć �® ôÜri �µ¢¢µÿ�®�
_¢Dà�ràUrëÿrr®àôÄÄµÜërÜàµ�Ü�þD¢ërD¨à�®
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®DÜÜDë�þrÊ 0Üµ�Üràà�þrà �µ_ôà D¢¨µàë rĀ_¢ô�
à�þr¢ā µ® D¨r¢�µÜDë�µ® ÜDë�rÜ ë�D® ëÜD®à�µÜ�
¨Dë�µ®Ê=�Dë ë�r® �à ë�r ÄÜµ�Üràà�þr þ�à�µ®
�µÜë�rr_µ®µ¨āÒ

=r®DëôÜD¢¢ā®rriD¨r¢�µÜDë�µ®��þr®µôÜ
ÿÜrë_�rif r®ëÜr®_�ri ÄµþrÜëāÊ ?rë ëµ ¢rDi
ÿ�ë�àµ_�D¢àr_ôÜ�ëā�àëµ_µ®àëD®ë¢āÄ¢Dāµ®ë�r
UD_¡�µµëÊ�ë �àëµµÄrÜDërDàDÖà¨D¢¢�__µ®àrÜ�
þDë�þr×f�µ_ôààriµ®à¨D¢¢�UµÜrfëDÜ�rëriÄµ¢��
_�rà ë�Üµô��ÿr¢¢�_D¢�UÜDëri à_�r¨ràÊ �ëÙà D¢¢
þrÜāër_�®µ_ÜDë�_D®iÄ¢ô¨U�®��µÜ�r®ëriÊ

#rD®ÿ��¢rf ë�r Ürþµ¢ôë�µ®DÜ�rà DÜr ëµ Ur
�µô®iµ®ë�rÜ���ëÊ5Üôrfë�rāµ�ër®�Dþrà_D®ë
Ür�DÜi�µÜë�r�̈ ÄµÜëD®ëÄ¢ô¨U�®�irëD�¢àfUôë
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DàërÜf ārë ÄrµÄ¢r ¡rrÄ þµë�®� ë�r¨ �®Ê=r¢¢�
¨rD®�®�ÄÜµ�Üràà�þrà¢D¨r®ëë�r�ÜÜDë�µ®D¢�ëā
µ� ë�r ¨Dààrà ÿ��¢r µàà��ā�®� �®ëµ ÿ�Dë
�rµÜ�r&Üÿr¢¢_D¢¢riDÖÄrÜ¨D®r®ëD®iÄr®�
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µôÜ �¢D� �à ë�rÜrUr_Dôàr_µ¢µ®�D¢�à¨ÆDààµ_��
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iôàëÜ�D¢�àDë�µ®D®iÖiÜD�®µ�ÿrD¢ë�×Ê5��àÿDà
D_µ¨¨µ®_µ¢µ®�D¢rĀÄrÜ�r®_ràµ¨µàëÄµàë�
_µ¢µ®�D¢ ®Dë�µ®à µÄëri �µÜ Ö�̈ ÄµÜë�àôUàë�ëô�
ë�µ® �®iôàëÜ�D¢�àDë�µ®× Æ�3�ÇÊ 5�Dë ë�r Ü���ë�
ÿ�®��à®µÿÜr�rDë�®�ë��àµ¢i_�ràë®ôëàôÜr¢ā
Äµ�®ëàëµ�ëààD¢�r®_rÊ
ôë�3�¼ÊćÿDàDi�àDàërÜ
DUµþrD¢¢Ur_Dôàr�ëÿDàD®r_µ®µ �̈àëÙàþ�à�µ®f
D¢¢ ÄÜµiô_ë�µ® �ô®_ë�µ®àD®i®µ ÜrD¢ àr®àrµ�
ÄÜµiô_ë�µ®Ê�rþr¢µÄ¨r®ë�à¨µÜrë�D®D_µ¢�
¢r_ë�µ®µ�_DÄ�ëD¢�µµiàÊ�ë�àë�rÄÜµ_rààµ� �̈ �
ÄµÜë�ÜrÄ¢D_�®� iµ®r Ü���ëÊ 
r�®�¨µÜr ÄÜµ�
iô_ë�þr¨rD®à Ur�®� DU¢r ëµ¨D¡r āµôÜàr¢�
ÿ�Dë āµô �¨ÄµÜëri āràërÜiDāf D¢¢µÿ�®� āµô
ëµ �̈ ÄµÜëUrëërÜàëô�� ëµ¨µÜÜµÿÊ

�ë �àÄµÄô¢DÜëµàDāë�Dëë�rrĀÄµÜëÜµôërëµ
ÄÜµàÄrÜ�ëā �à ®µÿ_¢µàriÿ�ë� ë�r r®iµ� �ā�
ÄrÜ�¢µUD¢�àDë�µ®Ê
ôëÿ�DëDÄÄ¢�ràëµ®µÜ¨D¢�
à�ąri®Dë�µ®àiµrà®µëDÄÄ¢āëµôàÊ�à��ÿr®rri
Ür �̈®i�®�fÿrDÜrD®rĀëÜr¨r¢āô®rþr®_µ®�
ë�®r®ëÊ&ôÜÄµµÜrÜ Ür��µ®à àë�¢¢ �Dþr D à�µë ëµ
ÖrĀÄµÜë× ë�r�ÜÿDā ëµÄÜµàÄrÜ�ëāfÿ�ë� Ü�_�rÜ
Ür��µ®àÄ¢Dā�®� _µ®àô¨rÜàÊ&ôÜ _ôÜÜr®ëÄDë�
ërÜ® �à  ôàë ë�r ÜrþrÜàre 2�_� àëDërà �¨ÄµÜë
¢DUµôÜ�Üµ¨ÄµµÜrÜàëDëràD®iàr®ië�r¨¨D®�
ô�D_ëôÜri�µµiàD¢µ®�ë�r_µ¢µ®�D¢ÄDëërÜ®Ê

0Üµiô_ë�µ®fë�rÜr�µÜrf¨rD®à�µ_ôà�®�µ®
_�ë�rà D®i ëµÿ®à �® ÄµµÜrÜ Ür��µ®à µ� �®i�Df
¢rDi�®�ëµë�ràr_µ®iÄÜ�®_�Ä¢rµ�irþµ¢ôë�µ®Ê

��à_D¢ÄµÿrÜ¨ôàëUr ëÜD®à�rÜÜriëµ ë�ràëDër
D®i ¢µ_D¢ ¢rþr¢ �� ÿr DÜr ëµ �rë Äµ¢�_�rà �µÜ¨�
��ë �µÜ àÄr_���_¨DÜ¡rëà D®i _µ®i�ë�µ®àf �� ÿr
DÜrëµÜrþrÜàrµôÜ�®ërÜ®D¢_µ¢µ®�D¢�à Ê̈

=r¢�DÜr�à_Ü�ë�_D¢fUôë�ëà�µþrÜ®�®�ÄÜ�®_��
Ä¢r¨ôàë à���ë ëµ ô®�þrÜàD¢�à¨Ê 5�r ër_�®µ�
_ÜDë�_µUàràà�µ®ÿ�ë�ëDÜ�rë�®�f�ôr¢¢riUār¢r_�
ëµÜD¢ _µ¨Ärë�ë�µ® D®i �µÜë���ri Uā _µ¢i
¨�ii¢r�_¢Dàà¨µÜD¢�ëāf¨ôàë _rDàrÊ ��þ�i�®�
ÄrµÄ¢r�®ëµà_�r¨r�UDàri_Dër�µÜ�ràD¢àµi��
þ�irà ôà Äµ¢�ë�_D¢¢āÊ=r _D® µ®¢ā rĀÄ¢D�® ë�r
_ôÜÜr®ë_Ü�à�à��ÿrD__rÄëë�Dëÿriµ®µëÜrD¢¢ā
àrr rD_� µë�rÜ Dà �ô¢¢ _�ë�ąr®àf Uôë¨rÜr¢ā Dà
µU r_ëà µ� ÿr¢�DÜr ô®irÜ àµ¨r à_�r¨rÊ
�®ë�ë¢r¨r®ëà¨ôàë Ur ô®�þrÜàD¢ Ü���ëàÊ=r
®rri Dô®�þrÜàD¢ UDà�_ �®_µ¨rD®iô®�þrÜàD¢
�rD¢ë�_DÜr®µÿÊ

��®D¢¢āf¨DÜ¡rë�Uô�¢i�®�Ê0Üµ�Üràà�þrà�Dþr
ëµàëµÄë��®¡�®�DUµôëÖ5�r#DÜ¡rë×DàDir®
µ�þ�_rÊ5�rÜr�à®µàô_�ë��®�DàÖ5�r#DÜ¡rëf×
µ®¢ā àÄr_���_¨DÜ¡rëà ë�Dë iµ àÄr_���_ ë��®�àÊ
#DÜ¡rëàDÜrD¢¢µ_Dë�µ®¨r_�D®�à¨àf�®�µÜ¨D�
ë�µ®ÄÜµ_rààµÜàfÿDāàµ�Ur�®�àµ_�D¢Ê#DÜ¡rëà
¢µ®� ÄÜriDër _DÄ�ëD¢�à¨ã ë�rāÿ�¢¢ µôë¢Dàë �ëÊ
0Üµ�Üràà�þrà ®rri ëµ ¢rDÜ® ëµ irà��® D®i r®�
��®rrÜë�r¨�µÜÿµÜ¡rÜàD®i�DÜ¨rÜàÊ

0Üµiô_ë�µ®firþµ¢ôë�µ®fô®�þrÜàD¢�à f̈D®i
¨DÜ¡rë�Uô�¢i�®�_D®D¢¢Ur��þr®����rÜàÄr_�
���_Dë�µ® �®irëD�¢riÄµ¢�_�ràÊ
ôëÄµ¢�_āÿ�ë��
µôëþ�à�µ®µ®¢ā¢rDiàëµDÄrÜ¨D®r®ëD®iÄr®�
à�µ®ri&ÄÄµà�ë�µ®Ê

5�rþÜ�ërÜ �àDàà�àëD®ëÄÜµ�rààµÜf�rÄDÜë¨r®ë
µ��ô¨D®�ë�ràD®i3µ_�D¢3_�r®_ràf ��5
µ¨UDĀ

o«Þ¾}Ĕ« ×ę �Ĕ×ĥ×�}Þ� �ĭĥ ×ĥę
ÊéĴ«Ĕã×ãÊ öĔ×ã�×öÞ« áĭęĥ
ęÓ×¾ĥ ĥé ĭã×Ĵ«Ĕę}Þ×ęáý _Ó«
ĥ«�Óãé�Ĕ}ĥ×� é�ę«ęę×éã ĵ×ĥÓ
ĥ}ĔÊ«ĥ×ãÊ� ¾ĭ«ÞÞ«¡ �ķ «Þ«�ĥéĔ}Þ
�éáö«ĥ×ĥ×éã }ã¡ ¾éĔĥ×¾×«¡ �ķ
�éÞ¡ á×¡¡Þ«Õ�Þ}ęę áéĔ}Þ×ĥķ�
áĭęĥ �«}ę«ý �×Ĵ×¡×ãÊ ö«éöÞ«
×ãĥé ę�Ó«á«Õ�}ę«¡ �}ĥ«ÊéĔ×«ę
}Þęé ¡×Ĵ×¡«ę ĭę öéÞ×ĥ×�}ÞÞķý
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[×ã�« A���Y� ×ę }Þęé
Ĕ«ęöéãę×�Þ« ¾éĔ ĥÓ« �Ĕ«}ĥ×éã
é¾ ðľ�ľľľ áéĔ« 'UEę� ×ĥ �}ã
�Ĕ«}ĥ« } ö}�Ý}Ê« ĥÓ}ĥ ĵ×ÞÞ
Ó«Þö ĥÓ«ę« éĭĥ¾×ĥę Ĕ«}Þ×ę«
�«ĥĥ«Ĕ öĔ×�«ęý +«Ĕ« }Ĕ« } ¾«ĵ
á×ęę×ãÊ «Þ«á«ãĥę é¾ ĥÓ«
öĭļļÞ«ý _Ó«Ĕ« ×ę ãé ¡éĭ�ĥ
ĥÓ}ĥ áéĔ« }ã¡ �«ĥĥ«Ĕ ęĥéĔ}Ê«
¾}�×Þ×ĥ×«ę �}ã Ó«Þö ¾}Ĕá«Ĕę
}Ĵé×¡ ¡×ęĥĔ«ęę ę«ÞÞ×ãÊ
×áá«¡×}ĥ«Þķ }¾ĥ«Ĕ ĥÓ«
Ó}ĔĴ«ęĥ� ĵÓ«ã öĔ×�«ę }Ĕ«
Ê«ã«Ĕ}ÞÞķ }ĥ ĥÓ«×Ĕ Þéĵ«ęĥý �ĭĥ
ęá}ÞÞ ¾}Ĕá«Ĕę �}ããéĥ ÓéÞ¡
ęĥé�Ýę ¾éĔ ÞéãÊ }ę ĥÓ«ķ Ó}Ĵ«
ĭĔÊ«ãĥ �}ęÓ ã««¡ę ĥé á««ĥ
¾}á×Þķ «Ķö«ã¡×ĥĭĔ«ęý
_Ó«Ĕ«¾éĔ«� ĥÓ« Ĵ}Þĭ« é¾ ĥÓ«
ęĥéĔ}Ê« ¾}�×Þ×ĥ×«ę }ĥ ĥÓ« 'UE
Þ«Ĵ«Þ �éĭÞ¡ �« «ãÓ}ã�«¡ �ķ }
ã«Êéĥ×}�Þ« ĵ}Ĕ«Óéĭę« Ĕ«�«×öĥ
ęķęĥ«á� 'UEę �}ã Ê×Ĵ« }ã
}¡Ĵ}ã�« ĥé ¾}Ĕá«Ĕę� ę}ķ ĝÃÕ°ľ
ö«Ĕ �«ãĥ é¾ ĥÓ« Ĵ}Þĭ« é¾ ĥÓ«×Ĕ
öĔé¡ĭ�« }ĥ ĥÓ« �ĭĔĔ«ãĥ
á}ĔÝ«ĥ öĔ×�«ý

��� �æ��Ýï AÓ [�AÎ�md
0ÜDà�D®ë
�ôà�D® ôi�¨r®ëàÄr¢¢àµôëD_��¢¢�®�
¢rààµ®ÿ��_�ô®irÜ¨�®ràë�Dë¨µàëþD¢ôDU¢r
�ô®iD¨r®ëD¢Ü���ëyë�r�Ürriµ¨µ�àÄrr_�

�=2�5�5��3ÿ�ë�DirrÄàr®àrµ� D®�ô�à�f
D_Ü�ir_µrôÜ�Üµ¨àµ¨rµ®rÿ�µ�DàµþrÜ��
ārDÜà µ� ÄÜD_ë�_rf �r¢i ë�r  ôi�_�DÜā �® �r®�
rÜD¢fD®ië�r3ôÄÜr¨r�µôÜë�®ÄDÜë�_ô¢DÜf �®
ë�r����ràëràërr f̈ÜràÄr_ëD®iÜr�DÜiÊ5�Dë
¨ā �D�ë� �® ë�r �®àë�ëôë�µ®�Dà µ®µ__Dà�µ®
Urr® à�D¡r® _D®®µë Urir®�riy¨µàë®µ�
ëDU¢āÿ�r® �®��# �DUD¢ÄôÜf ë�r �®�D¨µôà
 ôi�¨r®ëfë�r3ôÄÜr¨r�µôÜëir®�rifiôÜ�®�
ë�r �¨rÜ�r®_āf ë�r _�ë�ąr®Ùà¨µàë �ô®iD�
¨r®ëD¢ Ü���ë ëµ ¢��r D®i ¢�UrÜëāÊ 5�Dë �ë ëµµ¡
®rDÜ¢ā�ćārDÜàëµÜ���ëë�DëÿÜµ®�D®iµþrÜ�
Üô¢r ë�Dë  ôi�¨r®ë �à i�àDÄÄµ�®ë�®�f Uôë Dë
ë�ràD¨rë�̈ r�ëÜr_µ�®�àràë�rDU�¢�ëāµ�ë�r
�µôÜëëµ_µÜÜr_ëfÜrþ�þrD®iÜr�r®rÜDërÊ

0ÜDà�D®ë 
�ôà�D®f �àf �µÜ¨rf D®µë�rÜ
��# �DUD¢ÄôÜ¨µ¨r®ëÿ�r® ë�r �µôÜëf
ÿ�µ¨ÿr�DþrD¢ÿDāàÄÜµ_¢D�̈ riëµUrë�r
ir�r®irÜµ�ë�r�Ürriµ¨µ�àÄrr_�f�DàUā�ëà
 ôi�¨r®ë_ôÜëD�¢rië�DëþrÜā�Ürriµ¨Uāë�r
rĀrÜ_�àrµ��ëà_µ®ër¨Äë ôÜ�ài�_ë�µ®��D ôÜ�à�
i�_ë�µ®ÿ�rÜrë�r�µôÜë�à ôi�rfþ�_ë�̈ D®i
ÄÜµàr_ôëµÜÊ � àDā àµ®µë µ®¢āUr_Dôàrµ� ë�r
 ôi�¨r®ëf Uôë Ur_Dôàr µ� ë�r¨D®®rÜ �®
ÿ��_��ëëµµ¡ôÄD®i_µ®iô_ërië�r¨DëërÜÊ

!rëÙàUr_¢rDÜe0ÜDà�D®ë
�ôà�D®��þràë�r
_¢rDÜ �¨ÄÜràà�µ® ë�Dë �ë ëÜrDëri
�ôà�D®Ùà
ëÿrrëàDàë�rµ__Dà�µ®�µÜë�r�µôÜëëµ�¢rĀ�ëà
¨ôà_¢rD®i¨D¡r_¢rDÜ ë�Dë �ëÿ�¢¢®µë ëµ¢rÜ�
Dër _Ü�ë�_�à¨Ê �ë DÄÄrDÜà ë�Dëÿ�r® �ëÿDà
�µô®i ë�Dë ��à ëÿrrëà Ür�DÜi�®� ë�r ���r�
�ôàë�_rµ� �®i�DD®i ë�r¨µëµÜ_ā_¢r¨DāDÄ�
ÄrDÜëµUrëµµëÜ�þ�D¢f�ëUÜµô��ëôÄD®¼¼�ārDÜ�
µ¢i _µ®ër¨Äë _Dàr D�D�®àë ��¨Ê 5�Dë

�ôà�D®Ùà _µ¨¨r®ëà�Di®µë ¢µÿrÜri ë�r
�µôÜëÙàràërr¨µÜUÜµô��ë�ë�®ëµi�àÜrÄôër�µÜ
¼¼ārDÜàfë�Dë�ëi�i®µë¨rÜ�ëi�àÄµàD¢iôÜ�®�
DÄD®ir �̈_ÿ�r®¨DëërÜàµ� �DÜ�ÜrDërÜ �̈ �
ÄµÜëD®_rÿrÜrÄr®i�®�fÿDà®µëD_µ®à�irÜ�
Dë�µ®Ê5�rÄr®i�®�¨DëërÜàÿrÜrfD¨µ®�µë��
rÜàf_�D¢¢r®�ràëµ�Üë�_¢ríäćfr¢r_ëµÜD¢Uµ®iàf
ë�r��ë�ąr®�¨r®i¨r®ë�_ë D®if µ� _µôÜàrf
�DUrDà _µÜÄôàÄrë�ë�µ®àD®i ë�r �ô®iD¨r®�
ëD¢Ü���ëàµ� ë�rÄrµÄ¢rµ� Dà� �̈ÜÊ5�r_¢rDÜ
�¨ÄÜràà�µ® ë�Dë ë�r �µôÜë _µ®þrāà �à ë�Dë

�ôà�D®¨ôàëUr�r¢iôÄDàD®rĀD¨Ä¢ry
�r �à D àr®�µÜ Diþµ_Dër ÄÜD_ë�à�®� �® ë�r
3ôÄÜr¨r�µôÜëÿ�ë� D®r®µÜ¨µôà ÜrÄôëD�
ë�µ®DàD®D_ë�þ�àëÿ�µ�Dà¨DirD¢Dàë�®�_µ®�
ëÜ�Uôë�µ®ëµÄôU¢�__DôàràÊ5�r¢rààµ®¨ôàë�µ
µôëf ¢µôiD®i_¢rDÜf ë�Dë �� ë�r�µôÜëÿ�¢¢ ®µë
UDô¢¡Dëi�à_�Ä¢�®�®�àµ¨rµ®rµ���àÜrÄôëD�
ë�µ®f ë�r®ÿµrUrë�irD®āµ®rÿ�µiDÜrà ëµ
_Ü�ë�_�àrÊ5�rà��®���_D®_rµ�0ÜDà�D®ë
�ôà�D®
�à®µëë�Dë�r�DàUrr®�µô®i�ô�¢ëāµ�µôëàÄµ�
¡r®D®iëÜr®_�D®ë_Ü�ë�_�à¨Uôëë�rëràëë�Dë
�DàUrr®DÄÄ¢�rifD®iÿ��_�fUÜµDi¢āf_µ¨rà
ëµë��àe��ë�rÿµÜiàµÜ_µ®iô_ëà�D¡rë�r_µ®�
��ir®_rµ�ë�rÄôU¢�_�®ë�r ôi�_�DÜāë�ràD¨r
_µ®àë�ëôër _µ®ër¨ÄëÊ �þrÜā_Ü�ë�_�à f̈ ë�rÜr�
�µÜrf®µ¨DëërÜ�µÿ¨rDàôÜriD®iÜràÄµ®à��
U¢rfÿ�¢¢D¢ÿDāà�®ë�Dëàr®àrD��r_ëë�rÄôU¢�_Ùà
_µ®��ir®_r�®ë�r ôi�_�DÜāÊ

�� µ®r¨���ë Ur ÄrÜ¨�ëëri àµ¨r D®r_�
iµëD¢ rþ�ir®_rµ� ë�r¨DëôÜ�ëā µ� DÄÄÜµD_�
�®¨DëërÜàµ� _µ®ër¨ÄëÊ �®¼°°ćf �ë �r¢¢ôÄµ®
ā̈àr¢� ëµ¨µþr Üràµ¢ôë�µ®à D�D�®àë ��þr à�ë�

ë�®�  ôi�rà µ� ë�r
µ¨UDā�����µôÜëf �̈ �
Äô�®�®� ë�r�Ü �®ër�Ü�ëā D®i_D¢¢�®� �µÜ ë�r�Ü
Ürà��®Dë�µ®Ê�ÿDàÿDÜ®riUā�Ü�r®iàë�Dëë��à
_µ®àë�ëôëri_¢rDÜ_Ü�̈ �®D¢_µ®ër¨ÄëD®iô®�

irÜë�rrĀëD®ë¢Dÿf ôàë���_Dë�µ®ÿDà®µëDir�
�r®_rÊ#ā µ®¢ā ÜD�àµ® iÙrëÜrÿDà ë�Dë µ®r
µÿri�ëëµÄµàërÜ�ëā®µëëµà�ë�i¢rrþr®Dàë�r
�µô®ëD�®µ� ôàë�_rÿDàÄµ¢¢ôëriÊ5�rÜràµ¢ô�
ë�µ®àÿrÜrÄDààrifD¢Ur�ëÿ�ë�¨ô_���rDëri
irUDëre&®r ôi�rÜrà��®rifëÿµÿrÜrëÜD®à�
�rÜÜriD®iëÿµÿrÜrir®�riD®ā�ôÜë�rÜ ôi��
_�D¢ ÿµÜ¡Ê �µÜëô®Dër¢āf ÿr �Di �ôàë�_r
���ëëDëµà�#ô¡rÜ rr Dà ë�r���r� �ôàë�_r µ�
ë�r 
µ¨UDā ���� �µôÜë D®i �ôàë�_r
3DUāDàD_��#ô¡rÜ rr Dà ë�r���r� �ôàë�_rµ�
�®i�DÊ�®�®ërÜràë�®�àrÑôr¢ÿDàÿ�r®�_D¢¢ri
µ® ë�r��� �®�r¢�� Æ� �DiUr_µ¨r ë�rÄÜrà��
ir®ëµ� ë�r
µ¨UDā
DÜ�ààµ_�Dë�µ®ÇÊ�rÜr�
_r�þri¨rDë��àÜrà�ir®_rÊ��Ü�̈ ��D_ri���
D®iDà¡rie Ö#Ü��D�¢Dfiµāµô �®ër®iëµiµ
ë��àD�D�®Ò×Ö�µµi�rDþr®àf®µf���r��ôàë�_rf
µ®_rÿDà r®µô��×f � ÜrÄ¢�riÊ Ö5�r®f¨Dā �
_µ®�ÜDëô¢DërāµôÒ�ë®rririëµUriµ®rÊ&ôÜ
µÿ®r®Ñô�Ü�ràÜrþrD¢rië�rāÿrÜrUDir��à
D®iiràrÜþri ëµ Ur Ür¨µþriÊ× �µ®ëÜDÜā ëµ
ā̈DààôÜD®_rf�ë�r¢¢ëµ ā̈¢µëf��þrārDÜà¢DërÜf

ëµ¨µþrD Üràµ¢ôë�µ® D�D�®àë D à�ëë�®����r�
�ôàë�_rµ� ë�r
µ¨UDā�����µôÜë_D¢¢�®��µÜ
��à Ürà��®Dë�µ® µ® �Üµô®ià µ� _µÜÜôÄë�µ®Ê
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�ôà�D®�Di
àD�iµ®r�ë�rÜµ__Dà�µ®fD®irþr®ë�µô��ë�r
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A
lmost a year ago, this column had
warned that the economic slow-
down that India was experiencing
would have a negative impact on
India’s geopolitical standing,
because it is “presumptuous to

expect countries and companies to be sympathetic 
to India’s political interests if they do not see an 
economic upside”. “Sheer momentum will allow 
Indian foreign policy to tide over a mild, short 
slowdown. If, however, we go into a deep, pro-
longed slump, we should expect a tough time in 
international relations.” This was before the covid 
pandemic began. Events and India’s own policy 
choices since then have worsened the prognosis. 

With an economic recovery distant, rising trade
restrictions, and a reluctance to participate in a 
wider geopolitical contest against China, India 
risks undermining its relevance as a world power. 
For its part, Beijing is unlikely to miss any opportu-
nity to push its hegemonic agenda further and box 
New Delhi into a sub-subcontinental role. The 
international environment that was so conducive 
to India’s developmental and political interests 
over the past three decades might turn against us 
within the next couple of years. One has only to 
recollect the experience of the 1970s and 80s—
when import and foreign exchange restrictions, 
international sanctions and foreign sympathy for 
domestic insurgencies kept us on the back foot and 
dissipated our strategic establishment’s energies—
to conclude that the government should do every-
thing possible to avoid a similar plight. 

The domestic economy is a good place to start. 
According to Pronab Sen’s estimates, presuming 
there will be no additional fiscal stimulus, it could 
take five years for India’s gross domestic product  
to return to the 2019-20 levels. Such a slow and 
long-drawn recovery implies that India will not be 
a dynamo for global growth. Accelerating the 
recovery and regaining the path of high growth, 
therefore, is of utmost strategic importance. Soon 
after the lockdown was announced, I had argued 
that a massive deficit-financed Marshall Plan-like 
public investment in infrastructure is necessary to 
galvanize rapid post-pandemic growth. The slew 
of measures introduced by the Narendra Modi 
government in recent months are useful but inade-
quate for a quick recovery. A slow recovery not 
only means that the lives of hundreds of millions of 
people will take unconscionably longer to 
improve, but also risks the proliferation of bad eco-
nomic ideas—like protectionism and raising 
taxes—that will make the eventual recovery that 
much harder. Beware the vicious cycle that started 
in the late 1960s. 

This year’s call for self-reliance first came during
the national lockdown as a way to cope with the 
demands of living in a period in which domestic 

movement was restricted, international travel 
impossible, and global supply chains were in disar-
ray. After China’s transgressions in Ladakh, official 
restrictions on Chinese apps and imports became a 
way to signal displeasure and impose costs on Bei-
jing. So much is justified. However, both official 
policy and public discourse are proceeding in a 
direction of self-sufficiency and import reduction 
as desirable ends in themselves. Punitive customs 
duties on Chinese imports, applied strategically in 
an attempt to change Beijing’s behaviour, are one 
thing. But raising customs duties in general and 
imposing domestic quotas are quite another. A 
domestic purchase quota for defence equipment 
might sound patriotic, but shielding domestic pro-
ducers from competition will eventually lead to 
lower quality products. In defence, as 
in other areas, it is far better to purchase the best 
equipment that money can buy—forcing Indian 
manufacturers to become globally competitive. 

It is unfortunate that “self reliance” is being 
mistaken as “self sufficiency”. They are different 
things. It is possible to be self-reliant, but impossi-
ble to be self sufficient in the modern world. For all 
my life-long admiration of Mahatma Gandhi, I 
think his idea of a retreat into self-sufficient village 
republics, turning our back on modernity, technol-
ogy and the world, was both impractical and harm-
ful to the national interest. True self reliance 
comes from wealth: the greater our per-capita 
income, the greater our self-reliance. The United 
States is self-reliant not because it makes every-
thing within its borders, but because it can pur-
chase or make everything that it wants, and more. 
So raising incomes, in other words boosting 

growth, is the surest path to self reliance. 
Reducing dependence on imports from China or

fuel from West Asia doesn’t mean trying to make 
everything in India, even if it were possible. 
Rather, it means diversifying the sources of those 
imports. It also means working with like-minded 
nations and shaping the international trading sys-
tem in a manner that reduces catastrophic risks 
and geopolitical coercion. Such an approach 
would not only promote India’s growth, develop-
ment and self-reliance, but also strengthen India’s 
hand in international relations. If, however, India 
insulates itself from world trade, our relative value 
as an economic partner will decline. 

That’s the geo-economics. On the geopolitical 
front, as much as we can justify our reluctance to 
side with the United States in the Indo-Pacific the-
atre against China on grounds of either strategic 
autonomy or prudence, Washington and East 
Asian countries could recognize the limits of India 
as a counter-weight to China. To the extent that 
New Delhi recedes in importance in the pursuit of 
their interests, they will be less inclined to back 
India’s foreign policy positions. 

There are some concerns in New Delhi over 
whether a Joe Biden administration—if elected in 
November—will take a softer line on China and a 
harder one against India. Such a view tends to 
ignore our own agency. If we reduce the common 
ground, then the differences will become relatively 
more important regardless of who is in office. 

India must resist the forces of de-globalization 
and lead the charge for a new, more balanced inter-
national economic order. The openness that we 
seek in the global economy must start at home.

A retreat from global trade will 
hurt India’s geopolitical stature

Self-reliance is achieved through robust economic expansion and not by shutting the world out and losing foreign support

S
oon after the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) ended its legal tenure at
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on 6

August with a clinical decision to hold inter-
est rates, all focus shifted to the selection
process for a new lot of members. Coinci-
dentally, the new MPC, its members and its
immediate remit—which includes finalizing
a flexible inflation target for the next five
years—are all in a flux at a time when central
banking globally is also at a crossroads. And
though the challenges are very different, it
will be interesting to see how these global
trends influence Indian central banking and
its inflation targeting regime.

Three external members will be selected
to join three existing RBI nominees. The
process involves intense negotiations
between the central bank and government
on identifying candidates with fealty to
monetary policy. For example, the last
MPC’s voting patterns clearly revealed the
government nominee’s identity and policy
stance. The MPC framework is governed by

MY VIEW  |  GENERAL DISEQUILIBRIUM

MY VIEW  |  THE INTERSECTION
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RAJRISHI SINGHAL two “credit” policies a year to six monetary
policy announcements was necessitated by
the increasing centrality of markets to mon-
etary management or price stability, and the
need to convey the central bank’s thought
process to agents clearly. Its communication
policy springs from the International Mone-
tary Fund’s transparency code of 1999. That
code has now been updated under the gui-
dance of a high-level advisory group, which
included former RBI governor Y.V. Reddy.
The new code is voluntary and comprises
five pillars of transparency: governance, pol-
icies, operations, outcome and official rela-
tions (say, with government or international
counterparts). Although RBI is under no
compulsion to accept it, increased transpar-
ency will be critical for central bank credibil-
ity in asset markets and improving transmis-
sion from benchmark rates to real lending
rates.

The burden of expectations on the new
MPC will be heavy: recognizing threats to
future financial stability, reorganizing the
tools at hand, and clearly communicating
actions to markets. Plus, there’s a new ele-
phant in the room: how to exit unscathed
from a bloated central bank balance-sheet,
which had swollen to 24.3% of gross domes-
tic product by March 2020.

reverse repo rate without reference to MPC
members. Questions are being asked
whether the monetary policy framework is
capable of handling the pandemic’s eco-
nomic impact, especially since financial sys-
tem stability is not explicitly baked in. The
framework has so far served its limited pur-

pose, but perhaps it should
now be put under an expert
lens to examine whether it
should be expanded or
repurposed. No monetary
policy template is perma-
nent anywhere in the
world; even India had mul-
tiple regimes post 1990:
monetary targeting (a la
Sukhamoy Chakravarty
report), multiple indicator
approach (introduced by
former governor Bimal
Jalan), and preliminary
inflation targeting, fol-

lowed by the current regime of flexible infla-
tion targeting.

Finally, the efficacy of changes in the
monetary policy framework and its impact
on fostering price stability or growth depend
on the central bank’s communication policy.
It should be remembered that its segue from

with stronger banks, because of work done
after the 2008 financial crisis, but  weaker
and over-leveraged corporate sectors. In
India, both are vulnerable, with banks more
so. It is true that many corporates are over-
stretched and face bankruptcy; but it is
equally true that the corporate sector’s loan
binge has left banks, espe-
cially state-owned, deeply
scarred and starved of cap-
ital. The spillovers from
these linked issues have a
direct bearing on financial
stability and growth
impulses. While RBI’s
exceptional liquidity and
rate actions have kept the
system stable and rela-
tively default-free, its pol-
icy elbow-room post-lock-
down has been circum-
scribed by not only fiscal
inaction, but also the mon-
etary policy framework.

The second issue, thus, is whether infla-
tion targeting offers a limited playbook for
tackling the current crisis. The past few
months saw RBI governor Shaktikanta Das
occasionally crossing the monetary policy
perimeter, making unilateral changes to the

the RBI Act, which also lays down the com-
position of the search committee: cabinet
secretary, RBI governor, economic affairs
secretary and three external experts hand-
picked by the government. Clearly, the skew
favours New Delhi.

This comes when the pandemic has
shown the limits of central bank action in the
absence of fiscal intervention. The govern-
ment and market expect RBI to single-hand-
edly jump-start the economy, which has
been almost comatose since demonetization
in late 2016. RBI has slashed rates severely,
poured inordinate liquidity into the system
and indulged in extraordinary regulatory
forbearance. Yet, the economy has barely
responded. RBI governors have even used
the term “heavy-lifting” to describe their
unfair burden. Lesetja Kganyago, South
African Reserve Bank governor, remarked
mordantly about central bank shortcom-
ings: “…most of our growth problems should
be addressed through structural reforms
and confidence-boosting measures… the
central bank cannot stop electricity load-
shedding with interest rates.”

The new MPC members have to confront
three critical issues.

The first is at odds with global trends.
Most economies entered the covid phase

A new monetary policy panel amid central banking flux

India’s central 

bank needs to 

watch financial 

stability, relook 

its toolkit, and 

work on its 

communication
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B irds and reptiles may not resemble humans in many ways, but they cry similar
tears. The composition of human tears is well known, but until now, there was

very little research into the composition and structures of tears in reptiles, birds
and other mammals. That lack of research could be considered a crying shame since
understanding the makeup of various species’ tears can give insight into better eye
treatments for both people and animals, as well as improve our understanding of
animals’ evolutionary adaptations, according to a new study in Frontiers in Veteri-
nary Science.Researchers in Brazil collected samples of healthy animals’ tears from
seven species of birds and reptiles, including macaws, hawks, owls and parrots, as
well as tortoises, caimans and sea turtles.

CNN

Birds and reptiles have tears that are like ours

Research on animal tears can help understand evolutionary adaptations.

W hen Tokuso Hamai saw the colorized version of an old black-and-white
photo of a picnic held under cherry tree blossoms sometime before World

War II, forgotten memories of family members, most of whom died in the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima in 1945, came pouring out... The power of a colorized photo
to reignite lost memories was eye-opening for Anju Niwata, a student who gave
Hamai the colorized photo as a present three years ago.The 75th anniversary of the
end of World War II [was] Saturday, and Niwata, now 18, said she hopes it will bring
attention to her project with a Tokyo University professor to painstakingly colorize
photos using artificial intelligence and their own research to spark lost memories
for the rapidly aging generation who experienced the war…

AP

An AI-vivified snap flashes a man back 75+ years

R esearchers at University of California, San Diego hope to make future beach
visits both environmentally and fashion-friendly, with a new formula for biode-

gradable flip flops. Mike Burkart, professor of chemistry and biochemistry at the
public research university in San Diego, California, has developed a polymer from
algae, which decomposes naturally. “We begin by growing algae and we grow them
in raceway ponds where we can grow them up to very high density,” said Burkart
during a tour of the a lab for Reuters. “At that point when they are fully grown, we
take the water out of them...and basically we’re able to get the algae down to a very
viscous paste.”“Then what we do is extract all the lipids out of that algae and it’s
those lipids that we’re making our materials out of,” he said. 

Reuters

Go environment-friendly with algae flip-flops

W hat is known about the marginal ice zone is that it is an important storage
system for carbon and heat emitted by humans. The global ocean as a whole

stores more than 90% of Earth’s excess heat, and the Southern Ocean is the portal
through which much of this heat is transferred from the atmosphere. This makes
ignorance of the region particularly worrisome. But Dr. Swart and Louise Biddle,
a researcher also at Gothenburg, found a way around this methodological road-
block in a paper published in May. To do so, they turned to unique organic instru-
ments that can gather consistent information from under the ice: southern ele-
phant seals. Seals in the Southern Ocean have been monitored for decades. Small
sensors and trackers that are attached to their bodies...transmit information.

The New York Times

Elephant seals assist an Antarctic climate study

A s in many parts of the world, staycations are popular here this summer, with
Covid-19 putting would-be travellers off venturing too far from home. Plus,

Swedish tourists are more limited in where they’re allowed to go internationally
than many other Europeans, with some countries imposing travel restrictions due
to the Nordic nation’s high infection rate in relation to its population size. Even
before Covid-19, there was a long-running national obsession with staycations in
Sweden. Here, they’re known as ‘hemester’, which comes from the Swedish words
for home, ‘hem’, and holiday, ‘semester’.  Despite a growing trend for international
holidays over the past few decades ... spending time in summer homes remained
a calendar staple for both wealthy families and those on lower incomes.

BBC

Did the Swedish invent the trendy staycation?

ISTOCKPHOTO
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EDITORIAL

A health account
The Prime Minister’s
announcement during his
Independence Day address,
of the launch of a National
Digital Health Mission that
would “work as each
Indian’s health account”,
where the A-Z of a person’s
medical record will be
stored, is a bit intriguing.
This appears to be one
more initiative in the “one
nation-one...” series and
one is a bit sceptical given
the progress that has been
achieved in the earlier ‘one
nation, one...” schemes.
This particular exercise will
no doubt be massive. How
far it would be practicable
will be known only while
implementing it. Citizens
may seek privacy in
disclosing the diseases they
su!er from. The diseases
may "uctuate and
specialists to be contacted
may vary depending on the
disease, to look at one

aspect of this. It is not
understood what purpose
is going to be served. 
D. Sethuraman,

Chennai

Case of contempt
Right from the beginning,
there have been calls to
drop the suo motu
contempt proceeding
initiated against civil rights
lawyer Prashant Bhushan.
Notwithstanding this, the
Bench proceeded to hear it
and convicted him. Only
the sentencing remains.
The statements issued by
persons of stature such as
Sitaram Yechury and D.
Raja and the former Chief
Justice of India R.M. Lodha
and many other responsible
persons as to the unseemly
hurry in taking up this
matter when there are
other burning issues
pending seem to point to
general apprehension that
the Bench was likely to

convict him. Such an
impression does not augur
well for a fearless and
independent judiciary.
The general impression
among lawyers and judges
is that Mr. Bhushan is a
tireless crusader for larger
causes of civil liberties and
democracy and is a man of
conviction. All his life, he
has been not in the pursuit
of wealth, but excellence.
Convicting him for
contempt is making a
mockery of democracy and
scandalising the system.
It is said that lawyers and
judges are two arms of the
judiciary. If that be so, to
punish Mr. Bhushan would
amount to maiming one
arm of this vital organ of
democracy. 
N.G.R. Prasad,

Chennai

Tax assessment
The Prime Minister has
announced a taxpayers’

charter which is a welcome
feature for honest
taxpayers. Its proper
implementation should be
followed and watched. In
addition to this charter it
would have been a bigger
boon for the honest
taxpayer to have had their
income level raised for
paying income tax or a tax
reduction to a minimum
level. One wonders why the
government stays away
from the advice of
economists such as Dr.
Subramanian Swamy who
openly declare that the
personal income tax system
should be done away with.
This will encourage more
people to come into the
taxpayers’ circle and
investments will "ow into
government-regulated
banks even if there is a
lowering of interest in
savings bank accounts. 
As announced by the Prime
Minister, if the assessment

one of the very few who
gave con#dence and
courage to middle class
India to shed its inhibitions
and aspire for success
through his meteoric rise.
From small town Ranchi,
the metamorphosis of the
long-haired lad into a
marauding grey-bearded
gentleman was stu! of
legend. We need to salute
the genius of MSD and
celebrate him for all that he
has achieved as a cricketer
on and o! the #eld. Thank
you Captain Cool for
everything. 
L.S. Hareesh,

Chennai

system is judicially
implemented, corruption
can be brought down to an
extent. There should be
stringent punishment for
corrupt o$cers in the IT
department.
V.P. Dhananjayan,

Chennai

Out of the blue
The Instagram
announcement of August
15, 2020, that from ‘19.29
hrs’, Mahendra Singh
Dhoni has retired from
international cricket signals
the end of a glorious
chapter in Indian cricket
history. It would be #tting
to remember ‘Mahi’ as an
embodiment of post-
liberalisation India. He was
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Debashis Chatterjee 

T
ulsidas, who wrote one of
the several in"uential ver-
sions of the Ramayana, de-

scribed Ram Rajya as a place
where everyone felt free to do
what they were supposed to do
and where there was no fear, sor-
row or disease. Mahatma Gandhi
recognised the values of Ram Ra-
jya as a shared universal con-
sciousness. Underlying the articu-
lation of both these exponents of
Ram Rajya was the conception of a
citizen as a free being.

Bound by laws
The #nal quest of all of life is free-
dom. This means that life as we
know it is not free. We are all strug-
gling from bondage to freedom.
What binds us? We are bound by
one law or the other. What is a
law? Any event or phenomenon
that repeats itself is a law. For ex-
ample, an apple seed will always
produce an apple. This seed will
keep on producing apples — per-
haps one million apples will come
from that one seed. An apple seed
will not produce bananas because
an apple seed is bound by its own

law — it is programmed to produce
apples. All of nature is nothing but
an expression of laws — the repeat-
ed occurrence of form and pheno-
mena. By this law a #sh learns to
swim and an eagle learns to soar in
the sky. By this very law our hearts
beat 72 times a minute and our bo-
dy temperature is maintained at
98.6° Fahrenheit. So to break a law
is to go against nature and risk
one’s life.

Finding freedom
Can we, therefore, ever be free?
We can, provided we learn to look
beyond nature’s law-bound forms
toward something deeper that is
always free. This is slightly di$cult
to explain, but one can try. Take a
long rope and tie it into a knot in
the middle. As you tighten the
knot it takes a de#nite shape. The
knot is bound by its own nature. If
the knot were alive, it would ima-
gine itself to be a knot that is limit-
ed within the shape of the knot.
But someone who has tied the
knot will know that all that it re-
quires for the knot to be free is to
pull at the right place — the knot
breaks free and straightens into a
rope again.

So what is required to #nd free-
dom is just this knowledge that
you are not a knot. Just this aware-
ness that if you look beyond your
physical form to your original
state, which is formless and free,
you indeed become free. What is

that formless state? Classical In-
dian wisdom calls this state ad-
hyātma. The compound word ad-
hyātma is a combination of two
words, adhi+atma which means
awareness of self. The human bo-
dy-mind complex is animated and
powered by this spiritual dimen-
sion called atma that can be de-
scribed as soul or self. The body is
the hardware, the mind is the soft-
ware and atma is the UPS (uninter-
ruptible and independent power
source). That which sets a human
being free is the knowledge of the
self — that spontaneous animating
principle which runs the body-
mind complex. Living in the light
of atma or self is the true meaning
of Swarajya. Etymologically, Swa-
rajya means, swena rajate or self-
luminous existence. Take the case
of a person who burns his lips
while sipping a cup of hot tea. He
may think that the tea has burnt
him. It is not the tea but the invis-
ible heat that permeates the tea
that has burnt him. Heat is not a
property of the tea but it can per-

vade the tea and make it appear to
be hot. Likewise, it is the atma that
permeated the body mind that is
responsible for our experience of
the world.

On choices
Many people confuse freedom
with multiplication of choices.
Multiplication of television chan-
nels, political out#ts, or shampoo
brands tend to confuse us rather
than help us choose better. Fewer
good options would have been a
better way to weed out undesira-
ble options. At its core, freedom is
not about choices; it is rather
about identity. Do I get identi#ed
with a compulsive and condi-
tioned mind-body or do I identify
myself with a liberated self that re-
fuses to be labelled by the market,
polity or society as belonging to a
pre-deterministic category? The
free being that is our self, express-
es itself not through an algorithm
but awareness.

In the Mahabharata, in a deep
dialogue, Yakhsa asks Yudhishthi-
ra this question, What is the stran-
gest thing in this world? Yudhish-
thira responds: The most startling
thing is, though humans have a
mortal body, everybody goes
about their life as if they are going
to live in their body forever.

The awareness of atma, inhe-
rent in pure being, sets us free
from the illusion that we are noth-
ing more than our bodies and our

minds. The knot of illusion that we
are this body-mind complex unra-
vels itself as realisation of our be-
ing dawns on us. We become
aware as the rishis of the Upanish-
ads did, of that Anindavatam svad-
haya tadekam, one ultimate being
in us that exists freely by itself.
How does one access the freedom
of pure, uninterrupted power of
being? In the stillness of being, not
in the quest for being this and that
or the other, we #nd the doorway
to our own freedom. 

Not being co-opted
From Ram Rajya to Swarajya is a
continuum — the journey from the
temporal to the transcendental;
from the civic to the sacred. The
Preamble of the Indian Constitu-
tion promises the delivery of aspi-
rational values of justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity for its citi-
zens. They make sense only when
the average Indian realises the
freedom to be and not be co-opted
by the politics of identity, machi-
nations of the market or the dicta-
torship of the digital world. Swara-
jya in thought and education that
liberates the free being, sa vidya ya
vimuktaye, can only rescue India
from a myopia of the post-colonial
leadership. Until then, Ram Rajya
will remain an enchanting utopia. 

Debashis Chatterjee, the author of

‘Timeless Leadership’, is the Director of

IIM Kozhikode

Freedom and identity, the right to be
The aspirational values in the Constitution will make sense only when the average Indian realises the freedom to be 
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t was a becomingly chastened
Narendra Modi who stood at
the nation’s grandest pulpit at

the Red Fort last Saturday. Last In-
dependence Day he was glowing
with a newly furnished electoral
mandate and had the “370” tro-
phy neatly tucked under his belt.
This year the Prime Minister could
not be oblivious to the realities of
an uneasy land; and, the country
has slipped up badly under his
watch during these last 12 months.

Much trauma
The India that Narendra Modi
faced this August 15 was in desper-
ate need of an assurance that the
nation’s a!airs were in safe, com-
petent hands. A nation stands jolt-
ed out of its comfort zone as a fo-
reign power has made ingress into
our territory and there seems very
little that our leadership or gener-
als can do to restore the status quo
ante. The nation has been forced
to breathe the pre-2014 air of help-
lessness. 

The India this Independence
Day is a land also devastated by an
unseen enemy, a deadly virus that
refuses to fade away. In March the
Prime Minister had invoked the
Mahabharata imagery to promise
a decisive victory in 21 days; that
has turned out to be just one more
empty promise. Instead, India to-
day has the dubious distinction of
having the world’s third largest co-
ronavirus caseload, behind only
the United States and Brazil.
Thanks to an unappeasable virus,
India today is a land devastated by
economic dislocation, disruption
and destitution, a kind of su!ering

not seen in a long, long time, even
if no one is talking — or wants to
talk — of the millions of fellow In-
dians who were forced to migrate
back to the comfort of their homes
in rural India. 

And, then, just a little over 10
days ago, the Prime Minister had
made it a point of participating in
an elaborate religious ceremony of
a shilanyas in Ayodhya. That parti-
cipation by the Prime Minister had
caused apprehensions, especially
among the country’s 200 million
Muslim citizens, whether India
was #nally de-weaning itself from
its secular commitments and
promise.

It was this troubled context that
invested the Prime Minister’s Inde-
pendence Day performance with
extra signi#cance, because he had
barricaded himself away from any
obligation of democratic accoun-
tability, all in the name of the no-
vel coronavirus pandemic. 

The Prime Minister had a
choice: he could choose to aggra-
vate the nation’s fault-lines, take
the low road, crank up sectarian
passions of his base, or, try to un-
dertake some kind of course cor-
rection. He must have known that
much was at stake this Indepen-
dence Day; serious doubts had ari-
sen about the reputation of his go-
vernment for competence and
whether his own leadership has
exhausted its inspirational touch.
In particular, the nation needed to
hear from him whether he was
capable of changing leadership
gear.

Strategy of rhetoric
In the end he did what he does
best: dig deep into his rhetorical
armoury to shore up the spirits of
a deeply dispirited nation. But
even by his standards, it was, at
best, a belaboured e!ort, an over-
the-top invocation of curative and
creative potential of the “will” and
the “dreams” of over a billion peo-

ple. He had to necessarily give
hope to a traumatised nation, and
even promised that as many as
three anti-coronavirus vaccines
were on the anvil. 

Otherwise, Mr. Modi devoted
much of his time at the Red Fort
pulpit in an extended exposition
of his government’s initiatives and
policies — the kind of spirited ac-
count Prime Ministers ordinarily
give at the end of the debate on the
President’s Address to the two
Houses of Parliament. 

There was a sobering tone to
this cataloguing of ‘achievements’
— an acknowledgement that slo-
gans do not produce governance
and that the un-glamorous task of
brick-by-brick grinding chores still
have to be performed. These six
years have seen an excessive pre-
occupation with headline manage-
ment but governance is certainly
much more than the sum total of
spectacularly manufactured
events. 

Sober and muted
All this beating the drums of self-
congratulations was predictable;
but equally signi#cant was the
note the Prime Minister did not
strike. To begin with, there was no
Hindutva triumphalism. Many of
his admirers must be dismayed
that he did not pronounce the
death of the Nehruvian republic;
nor did he announce the birth of a

Hindu political community. May
be the Prime Minister is keeping
his powder dry for the next electo-
ral battle, but for now the minori-
ties have not been made to feel
spurned or unwanted. The repu-
blic has been spared needless
trauma.

Then, there was no mention of
China or Pakistan. These last six
years the nation has been encour-
aged to feast on xenophobia and a
virulent nationalism, which has
paid rich electoral dividends, but
there must now be a sobering real-
isation that the Chinese have truly
settled the Prime Minister’s hash.
The Narendra Modi who stood at
the Red Fort this year must have
understood that his over-invest-
ment in personal summit diploma-
cy with China’s President Xi Jinp-
ing only helped the Chinese size
him up — and, the country has to
su!er the humiliation of a military
kind. The bravado was de#nitely
muted.

Notwithstanding the periodic
invocation of ‘national pride’ and
the regular serenading of the va-
lour of our brave soldiers, the Na-
rendra Modi regime appears for
now, determined not to let the
hotheads in television studios
ramp up con"ict with China. The
“LoC to LAC” formulation may not
satisfy the belligerent Modi consti-
tuency, but the test of prime mi-
nisterial leadership would be to
stay the new course of moderation
and realism. 

To the middle classes
A third signi#cant course correc-
tion was an attempt to repair the
relationship with the middle class-
es at home. There was this extend-
ed ode to the middle classes. Im-
plicit in this wooing was a
concession that too much of this
mandir business and too much of
an encouragement to the Yogi Adi-
tyanath-type of rough governance
and rough justice can only cause

deep disquiet among the Hindu
professional middle classes — the
very old, original Manmohan
Singh constituency, whose defec-
tion away from the Congress had
brought respectability to the Na-
rendra Modi Prime Ministerial
project. 

Beyond electoral calculations,
the Narendra Modi regime should
know that the grand vision of ‘At-
manirbhar Bharat’ cannot be
achieved without the requisite glo-
bal skills and talent, which could
only come from the middle class
ranks. This serenading of the mid-
dle classes is a vital course correc-
tion, because so far the Hindutva
cheerleaders have taken consider-
able pride in dismantling institu-
tions and innovations of higher
learning and research. The falsity
of the ‘Harvard versus the hard-
work’ binary seems to have #nally
dawned on the Narendra Modi
crowd. Without a mobilisation of
the middle class’s imagination, the
‘new India’ would remain just an
over-worked cliché. 

Narendra Modi practises with
considerable #nesse the dema-
gogue’s familiar trick of imposing
his slogans and prejudices as
emerging out of a national imagi-
nation. But after six years in o$ce,
he has run out of enemies who
needed to be tamed and van-
quished. He can no longer avail
himself of the excuse of the acts of
omission and commission of past
governments. 

The onus is on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to help the country
extricate itself out of a quasi-civil
war and a sinking economy. After
six years the nation is entitled to
ask him to grow out of his deeply
ingrained truculence and become
much more than the leader of a
political faction. He did hold out a
hint.

Harish Khare is a senior journalist based

in Delhi

Adversity has mellowed the leader 
In his Independence Day speech, the Prime Minister had to assure the nation that he was not clueless amidst troubles

Harish Khare 
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P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech on the 74th
Independence Day — his seventh consecutive one
— on Saturday sought to reassure the nation on

the twin challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and ex-
ternal aggression. He has always used his oratorical
skills to foreground concerns that have traditionally not
been considered worthy of a Prime Minister’s personal
attention. The very fact that he mentioned menstrual
hygiene will encourage health workers to be more at-
tentive to the issue and create more awareness. Sanita-
tion and access to drinking water have been issues dear
to Mr. Modi’s heart, and the speech re"ected that. The
Jal Jeevan Mission that seeks to provide piped drinking
water to every home, along with the expanding net-
works of electricity, the Internet, banking and cooking
gas, will equip India to rise higher. Slogans such as self-
reliance, “vocal for local”, “make in India to make for
the world” are just old rhetoric for a new occasion, but
their reiteration could spur the state apparatus into ac-
tion, besides galvanising opinion. Mr. Modi has been an
exceptional user of the I-Day pulpit to outline priorities,
and deserves credit for it. While celebrating the nation’s
milestones, the massive challenges of governance and
development must not be glossed over. 

Announcing new schemes that do not resolve, but
camou"age, these challenges are of little help. The PM
promised to bring a revolution, as the National Digital
Health Mission, which will give every Indian a digital
health ID that links up all her medical records. But the
real issue is the abject lack of primary health facilities in
much of India. Digitalisation is welcome but is no sub-
stitute for inadequate human resources and infrastruc-
ture in the health sector. Mr. Modi also reiterated his vi-
sion for India in relation to the world, a tightrope walk
of promoting import substitution on the one hand and
seeking global partnerships on the other. The challeng-
es in managing such an approach were apparent when
he mentioned India’s successes in attracting FDI and
talked about self-reliance in manufacturing PPEs in the
same breath. He did mention ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumba-
kam’ — the world is one family — as India’s guiding prin-
ciple, but his characterisation of its centuries-old inte-
ractions with other populations and cultures appeared
more in line with his Hindutva politics than with the
spirit of the freedom struggle. The construction of the
Ram temple in Ayodhya now has the support of most
political parties and is on the basis of a Supreme Court
judgment, but its mention did not address concerns re-
garding what it portends for India’s future. Ambitious
collective goals can inspire a community, which must
be increasingly inclusive as it progresses. Triumphs that
are not equally shared are no triumphs at all.

Big goals 
While celebrating milestones, India 

must not lose sight of governance challenges 

T
he Supreme Court’s order #nding advocate
Prashant Bhushan guilty of contempt of court re-
"ects poorly on the institution’s tolerance of crit-

icism. The judgment of a three-judge Bench on the suo
motu contempt proceedings against Mr. Bhushan hard-
ly adds to the dignity and majesty of the Court that it os-
tensibly sets out to uphold. It is unfortunate that two
tweets, and not any set of scandalous or scurrilous alle-
gations, have occasioned this heavy-handed treatment.
In the 108-page opinion that largely draws upon past
judgments delineating the circumstances in which the
Court will act in aid of its institutional reputation and
authority, there is little more than a perfunctory analy-
sis leading to the #nding that the tweets amount to cri-
minal contempt. The #rst tweet, in which an image of
Chief Justice of India S.A. Bobde in an informal setting
has been used to make a critical remark that he was de-
nying citizens recourse to justice for fundamental rights
violations, may be an exaggerated or even unwarranted
view on the absence of physical hearings now. Howev-
er, it is quite a stretch to say that it undermines the
Court’s dignity, lowers its authority or interferes with
the administration of justice. At best, it touches partial-
ly on the CJI’s personal conduct and partially on his ad-
ministrative decision-making. Neither part brings with
it any exceptional malice or scurrility warranting action
for criminal contempt. It is precisely this sort of criti-
cism that the judiciary ought to be able to shrug o!.

The second tweet, in which Mr. Bhushan has blamed
the Court, more particularly, the last four CJIs, for “the
destruction of democracy” in the last six years, “even
without a formal Emergency”, requires no defence. It is
clearly in the nature of a political opinion, be it with re-
ference to the working of the institution or the four per-
sonages who headed the judiciary during the period. It
is di$cult to agree that the mere voicing of an opinion
that successive CJIs have destroyed democracy would
undermine public trust in the judiciary; especially in
the backdrop of some former judges, too, holding
sharply critical opinion of the conduct of some of them.
In its nature, intent and sweep, Mr. Bhushan’s abrasive
animadversion of judicial conduct is no more discor-
dant than a former CJI being accused by his colleagues
of being under executive in"uence, or misusing his
powers as master of the roster with a view to obtaining
favourable outcomes. There is some inadvertent irony
in the Court’s claim that allowing Mr. Bhushan’s re-
marks to go unpunished would lower the country’s im-
age in the comity of nations. The highest court built its
stalwart fame on stellar judgments and record of fear-
less independence. If at all it falls in the estimation of
the world now, it may only be because of a growing per-
ception of judicial evasion, self-imposed reticence and
quiet acquiescence in the face of executive power.

Lapsing into contempt
Finding Prashant Bhushan guilty of contempt

re!ects a low threshold for criticism

corrections & clarifications: 

In a Sunday Magazine feature titled “Experiment and 
experience” (August 16, 2020), Anuradha Kapur had been 
inadvertently referred to as ex-director, National School of Design.
It should have been National School of Drama. 

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;
E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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The various defects in our existing educa-
tional system have induced great reformers
and idealists in India to set up independent
institutions, each emphasising an important
principle in the training of youth. Captain
J.W. Petaval’s scheme of self-supporting edu-
cation, worked out in Maharajah of Kassim-
bazar’s Polytechnic Institute, Calcutta, aims
at revolutionising the method of education
by combining earning with learning on a ba-
sis of co-operative production in schools and
colleges. It will be readily admitted that the
present-day system is extremely de!cient
even in regard to the conventional educa-
tional ideals of character-training, intellec-
tual equipment and physical development.
The existing institutions, in their equipment
and atmosphere, are far behind the ad-
vanced establishments in the West. The ty-
ranny of examinations, the top-heavy arran-
gements in the curricula of studies, the
absence of vocational training, the lack of
proper guidance and personal touch bet-
ween the teacher and pupil and the almost
absolute indi"erence shown to the student’s
health by our educational authorities are all
notorious features of our educational sys-
tem which cause much misery to the coun-
try’s youth and involve enormous wastage of
national energy. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 17, 1920.

Self-supporting education
(From an editorial)

The outcome of Sri Lanka’s August 5
general election had few surprises.
The Rajapaksa family is decisively at
the country’s helm for the next !ve
years. The fragmented political op-
position is struggling to come to
terms with their decimated parties
and in some cases, sealed fate.

In the north, the Tamil National
Alliance (TNA), which almost solely
represented Tamils living in the
north and east for a decade since the
country’s civil war ended, is swallow-
ing a bitter pill. Its presence in the
225-member Parliament, where the
Rajapaksas have just garnered a for-
midable two-thirds majority, has di-
minished from 16 to 10 seats.

Tamil voters in the north not only
chose three candidates from hard-
line Tamil nationalist groups critical
of the TNA, but also elected four can-
didates from parties aligned to the
ruling Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP or People’s Front) of the Raja-
paksas. In fact, they gave Angajan Ra-
manathan of the SLPP-aligned Sri
Lanka Freedom Party the highest
share of votes in Ja"na.

While the TNA has ceded ground
to rivals on either side, political ob-
servers have read the outcome as an
unmistakable shift. Voters, they
note, have moved away from their
chief political concerns — which the
TNA sought to foreground — to their
growing economic distress that the
TNA is accused of ignoring.

Letting down its own people
It is not hard to appreciate this read-
ing, given that the TNA-led Northern
Provincial Council squandered its
!rst, big opportunity to govern the
province in 2013. The irony of then
Chief Minister C.V. Wigneswaran,
who spearheaded its failure and sub-
sequently broke away from the party,
contesting separately and winning a
seat in this poll is another matter. But
it doesn’t change the fact that the
TNA, as an in#uential Alliance and a
collective of legislators, was mostly
apathetic to its people’s everyday

misery. It was neither able to envi-
sion a revived economy to help fami-
lies cope with the war’s cruel after-
math, nor willing to course-correct
after the Northern Provincial Coun-
cil’s wasted term ended in 2018.

In the four years of the Maithripala
Sirisena-Ranil Wickremesinghe go-
vernment, the TNA privileged a polit-
ical solution by way of constitutional
reform over everything else, includ-
ing war-time accountability that the
southern polity is reluctant to hon-
estly or fully confront. Its leaders’ ef-
forts towards a new Constitution can-
not be rubbished in retrospect, for
the TNA, like many others, believed
that the prospects for such reform
were greater under an unprecedent-
ed ‘national unity’ government that
Sri Lanka’s two main national parties
cohabited. They gave the former go-
vernment a real chance. Except that
the Sirisena-Wickremesinghe go-
vernment badly let down the TNA,
on whose support it managed to sur-
vive its term. In turn, by ambitiously
putting all its eggs in one basket, the
TNA let down its own people.

The youth were jobless, while
their parents’ livelihoods rapidly
dwindled. Farmers were hit by alter-
nating droughts and #oods, while
!sherfolk, faced with con#icts big
and small, struggled to stay a#oat.
Scores of women in the north and
east, sole breadwinners in their fami-
lies, su"ocated in predatory debt and
some tragically ended their lives. In
2016, Sri Lanka’s poverty headcount
was highest in the Northern and

Eastern provinces, according to the
latest Household Income and Expen-
diture Survey.

An unhelpful separation
The grave economic conditions of
Tamils living in the north and east,
and the apparent shift in their voting
pattern in this poll, might lead ana-
lysts to frame their mandate as one
merely for urgent economic relief.

It is true that the TNA, controlled
largely by Tamil elites, is paying a
huge price for separating the politi-
cal and economic realities of its elec-
torate, focusing narrowly on one
while neglecting the other. But to
construe the vote against the TNA in
some constituencies in favour of can-
didates aligned to the Rajapaksa ad-
ministration as a shift away from
long-pending political demands is at
best reductive and at worst
dangerous.

Those averse to the Tamil com-
munity’s historic demand for greater
political autonomy may readily em-
brace this economic logic to dilute or
even disregard their persisting call
for political rights. Prominent sup-
porters of the Rajapaksa regime have
already sought abolition of the pro-
vincial council system and the 13th
Amendment. An outcome of the In-
do-Lanka Accord of 1987, the Amend-
ment remains the only legislative as-
surance till date for devolving
powers to the provinces. It is part of
the few incremental, but crucial,
gains made from the 1980s, against
the tide of Sinhala-Buddhist majori-

tarianism that swept the island since
Independence. The Tamil leader-
ship, including the TNA, may deem
the 13th Amendment insu$cient but
none would disagree that it is neces-
sary. After all, at the heart of the Ta-
mils’ long-pending demand is the
legitimate desire for greater control
of their lives. To be able to actively
shape their political and economic
destinies is !rst and foremost a de-
mocratic right, but also a vital check
against a majoritarian state deriving
power and legitimacy from its core
ethno-nationalist base.

Moreover, political empowerment
is not reducible to economic pro-
gress, but economic development —
which the Rajapaksa brothers have
promised to now expedite — will
prove futile unless citizens have the
political agency to inform the pro-
cess. For development to speak to
the needs of the people, devolution
of power is central, not incidental.
Devolved political power alone can
ensure citizens are able to build,
strengthen and access local adminis-
trative structures, institutions and
expertise that are crucial to thought-
ful development and its sustenance.

It is over a decade since the TNA
unequivocally abandoned past calls,
including from the LTTE, for separa-
tism. The Tamil people have no ap-
petite for another armed struggle
and the southern leadership knows
this well. The Tamil people’s quest
for justice post-war is di"erent, as
they navigate their realities with resi-
lience and pragmatism. To them, jus-
tice is not merely a set of issues on a
checklist or a United Nations resolu-
tion to be addressed sequentially. It
is about dealing with the destruction
and trauma of the past, the liveli-
hood distress and lingering militari-
sation of the present, and the chal-
lenge of a just and digni!ed future.

The Tamil voters’ message to both
national leaders and their own elect-
ed representatives has been unam-
biguous in every crucial election
post-war, about their political and so-
cioeconomic priorities — be it the
2013 northern provincial election,
the 2015 presidential and parliamen-
tary polls, the 2018 local government
polls, the 2019 presidential election
and the recent parliamentary elec-
tion. Are the leaders willing to listen?

meera.srinivasan@thehindu.co.in

In Sri Lanka, the Tamil people’s political and economic aspirations must not be separated 

”The Tamil voters’ message to both national leaders and their own elected
representatives has been unambiguous in every crucial election post-war.”
Voters wait to cast their votes in Ja!na before the Northern Provincial Council
election in 2013. * MEERA SRINIVASAN 

The centrality of devolution in development 

Meera Srinivasan 

On August 10, The Hindu carried an op-ed,
“COVID-19 deaths may be higher than re-
ported”, by two community physicians, He-
mant Deepak Shewade and Giridara Gopal
Parameswaran. They argued that the CO-
VID-19 death !gures for India may have to be
adjusted for low coverage of medical certi!-
cation of cause of death (MCCD). They were
criticised for estimating COVID-19 deaths by
relying on the fact that only 22% of deaths
are medically certi!ed in India. This exercise
amounted to fudging of data, some said.

Flagging issues surrounding data 
I would like to give the piece some context
before I evaluate the complaints against it.
The Hindu has been #agging issues of data
suppression and data manipulation since the
Central Statistics O$ce started re-basing
GDP estimates. Economist R. Nagaraj has ex-
plained in more than one lead article why
there is distrust in the GDP !gures. Writers
have spoken of how the integrity of numbers
should be restored. In this column, I wrote
about the disastrous e"ects of data manipu-
lation by quoting Nobel Prize-winning eco-
nomist Ronald Coase: “If you torture the da-
ta long enough, it will confess to anything.”

With reference to COVID-19 numbers,
there are many speculative reports from go-
vernment bodies themselves. For instance,
in June, a PTI report quoted scientists asso-
ciated with the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR) saying that the pandemic in
India would peak around November 2020.
When The Hindu carried the report, the
ICMR issued a clari!cation on Twitter: “The
news reports attributing this study to ICMR
are misleading. This refers to a non-peer re-
viewed modelling, not carried out by ICMR
and does not re#ect the o$cial position of
ICMR.” Another report by PTI, “Facing criti-
cism for ‘under reporting’ of COVID-19
deaths, Delhi issues SOP for hospitals” (May
10), #agged the issue of under-reporting.
Since the break of the pandemic, this new-
spaper has carried analytical articles as well
as ground reports. The ‘Ground Zero’, “Te-
langana’s COVID trials and tribulations” ( Ju-

ly 18), was about lack of transparency of data
and inadequate testing. It is in this context
that one has to read the recent op-ed on un-
der-reporting of COVID-19 deaths.

Giridhara R. Babu, Professor of Epide-
miology at the Indian Institute of Public
Health, Bengaluru, in his lead article, “The
challenges in counting the dead” (August 14),
explained the complexities involved in cal-
culating COVID-19 deaths. He wrote: “To ob-
tain unbiased, reliable estimates, nationally
representative verbal autopsy surveys such
as the Million Death Study can be helpful. In
the meantime, India has to adopt a strategy
of transparency in data #ow and reporting,
with increased investments in innovations
for improving data collection and reporting.”

A fair assumption
The August 10 article #agged major lacunae
in the Indian system of collecting data relat-
ing to death. Critics pointed out that the ana-
lysis was based on the MCCD report for 2017
when the report for 2018 had been released
a few weeks prior to the publication of the
article. I agree that the writers should have
revised their article based on the latest re-
port; their arguments would have stood
ground even with the 2018 report. The arti-
cle’s assumption was that COVID-19 death re-
porting is similar to non-COVID-19 death re-
porting in the absence of speci!c data from
the Indian government pertaining to CO-
VID-19. This seems to be a fair assumption;
they were not fuelling conspiracy theories.

We have reached a situation where e"orts
to make sense of numbers, in the absence of
rigorous methods from government institu-
tions, are characterised as partisan readings.
In a May 20 report, “Is India undercounting
its COVID-19 deaths?, The Hindu had raised
the same question based on available data. If
that report is read along with “Coronavirus
deaths increasing signi!cantly in several
States” ( June 16), it is clear that the problem
with the data conundrum lies with the go-
vernment and not with researchers who are
trying to make sense of numbers by stitching
together pieces of available information. One
can di"er with the writers’ methodology and
their estimate, which is based on a raw factor
of multiplication and could have been re-
!ned with other variables that could a"ect
the count, but that does not diminish their
plea for a robust health data system.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in 

The uncertainties over
COVID-19 numbers
The problem with data confusion lies with the government, not
with researchers who are trying to make sense of the numbers 

A.S. Panneerselvan 
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Ethical explorations often begin with
emotional injury. Something simply
feels wrong, and you ask yourself
whether you are missing an impor-
tant bit of information or the right
perspective. This happened when I
read the Supreme Court judgment
pronouncing senior lawyer Prashant
Bhushan guilty of criminal contempt
for his two “scurrilous” tweets. I
have known the Bhushan family for
over three decades, a family of la-
wyers de!ned by their commitment
to preserving and strengthening the
judicial system and using it in the pu-
blic interest. How could Mr. Bhushan
be accused of malice against the sys-
tem? How did we get here? I searched
for the tweets, and the discussion
around them. The court took a posi-
tion on an important ethical ques-
tion: Do we strengthen or weaken in-
stitutions by criticising some of the
actions of those holding public of-
!ce? The judgment sets a worrying
precedent and a"ects all of us who
raise our voices within public institu-
tions and hope to improve them.

Exit and Voice
Students who are interested in eco-
nomics often ask me what they
should read. The little book on the
top of my list is always Albert O.
Hirschman’s Exit, Voice, and Loyal-
ty. Each time I look through it, I come
away with something new. I opened
it again now, searching for a peg for
my thoughts. Hirschman contrasts
Exit and Voice as two alternative me-
chanisms for the repair of societal in-
stitutions. When consumers switch
from one !rm to another, an em-
ployee moves to a job with better
working conditions or a family moves
across neighbourhoods, they are all
exercising exit. When a partner in a
marriage complains of abuse, or
workers protest against management
action, it is voice. Exit and voice work
together. Without any possibility of
exit, voices would remain unheard,
and if exit were too easy, very few
would invest in voice. Public health
and education work best in countries
where they are inclusive. When the
wealthy and most educated exit to
private providers, public systems are
often starved of resources and ideas.
In politics, exit is used at the time of

elections, while voice makes incum-
bents accountable. The relative im-
portance of the exit and voice me-
chanisms varies across organisation
types, but, as Hirschman points out,
“In a whole gamut of human institu-
tions, from the state to the family,
voice, however ‘cumbrous’, is all
their members normally have to
work with.”

Judicial initiative, often in res-
ponse to public interest litigation,
has led to many progressive deci-
sions over the last two decades.
These include the Supreme Court’s
order that free meals should be pro-
vided for all schoolchildren in public
primary schools. Scrutinising the be-
haviour of the legislative and execu-
tive arms of government did not low-
er the dignity associated with those
o$ces or undermine democracy. On
the contrary, it improved their func-
tioning. Moreover, such scrutiny re-
lied on critical voices from the !eld.
Social activists pointed to growing
grain stocks with the Food Corpora-
tion of India which could be used to
eliminate child hunger. 

Strengthening institutions
Courts exist to promote justice by ad-
judicating on disagreements. The
judiciary relies on listening to testi-
monies and deciphering them to ex-
tract evidence. The many voices they
hear are rarely non-partisan. They
are mu%ed, broken, acrimonious,
vengeful, disingenuous, arrogant,
self-righteous and many other things.
Yet judges know, better than anyone
else, that good jurisprudence relies
on listening to all of these and sepa-
rating the wheat from the cha". If
they were to restrict themselves to
the cool and candid, the result would
often be silence. Most of us do not
speak when we are calm, we enjoy
the feeling while it lasts.

Voice has the potential to streng-
then institutions and help them
adapt to a changing environment.
Deliberation and debate are needed
if we are to pool information, nego-
tiate our di"erences, and make bet-
ter collective decisions. In sti#ing
voice, we risk the disengagement of
those who are most invested in pre-
serving our democratic institutions. 

Rohini Somanathan is Professor, Delhi School

of Economics

The cost of sti!ing voices
In doing so, we risk the disengagement of those most
invested in preserving our democratic institutions

Rohini Somanathan

Twelve pilgrims died yesterday when a
15,000 strong pilgrims’ procession to the
Amarnath cave shrine was caught in a rain
and snow storm atop Sheshnag mountain,
13,000 ft. above sea level, according to o$-
cial reports. The authorities have advised
the pilgrims to abandon the pilgrimage. The
decision to abandon the pilgrimage was ta-
ken at an emergency meeting this morning
presided over by the State Tourism Minister,
Mr. Noor Mohammad. The meeting was held
in Pahalgam, the base camp of the pilgrim-
age. The Minister is there to personally su-
pervise rescue and relief operations. An o$-
cial spokesperson said contigents of police
and teams of medical personnel in addition
to those accompanying the pilgrims have
been rushed to Seshnag and other advanced
posts to help needy pilgrims. Over 200 pol-
ice personnel and a team of doctors left with
the pilgrims for the holy cave. Wireless con-
tact is constantly being maintained with the
pilgrim party - PTI reports

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 17, 1970 

12 Amarnath pilgrims die in storm
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