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‘WORDLY WISE
EXERTING YOURSELF TO THE FULLEST WITHIN YOUR
INDIVIDUAL LIMITS: THAT'S THE ESSENCE OF RUNNING.
— HARUKI MURAKAMI

TheIndianEXPRESS
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

BEYOND BIHAR

Local factors dominate the assembly election, but outcome
will have a bearing far beyond the state

INVOLVES US ALL

STHE campaign winds down for the first phase of the Bihar assembly polls,
itis clear that local issues such as jobs are likely to influence voting behav-
fourinabigway. Thatisn'tsurprising, since ssembly elections n recentyears

have the andleaders. However,
the: outcomet in Bihar s likely to resonate beyond the state and even impact the course of
national politic avariety of reasons.

The ferment next door

Disparate parties come together to take on Pak

government. Can coalition overcome its contradictions?

SHYAM SARAN

IT IS STRANGE that the momentous politi-
cal developments currently unfolding in
Paldstan have barely registered here inIndia.
‘The Pakistan Democratic Movement(PDM)
was formed in September by the leader of
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, Fazal-ur-
Rehman, but constituted by 11 political par-
ties,representing virtually the country s en-
tire political spectrum. It has brought

First, Bihar is the first

this year. The Centre-imposed lockdown saw wavesof migrants from the state trudging
back totheir

an election season that will see big states such as West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Assam elect new governments in the first half of 2021 Though the political realities of
these states are very different, the Bihar outcome will [impact the way political parties

Two, Bihar

ether butrival polit-
ical parties, the Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
led by Bilawal Bhutto and the Pakistan
Muslim League (PML) led by the exiled
Nawaz Sharif, but currently headed by his
daughter Maryam. More significantly, the
PDM has also given a national platform to
ial

Three, the with rhree

provincial leader: Frnm

major groups, the JD(U), BIPand L
most I|kely have abearing on the NDA, which has, since 2014, becorme Dverly dominated

harisma of Pri i, Atthe Centre,
the Modi government has just one non-BJP minister after one of its oldest allies, the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), withdrew its nominee from the Cabinet, before quitting the
allianceitself, The JD(U) s the last of the big regional parties left in the NDA, thoughits re-

Balocl

have been targeted by the Pakistani mmmy
for demanding regional autonomy and an
end to repression.

This is the first time that the Punjabi
heartland was listening to voices from the
periphery and connecting with its hitherto
‘marginaised people. This is an important

pwith the BJP or the]D(U),whichwon
oftheNDAinth lection, joi
after ial berthsit sought. The LJP'sdecision

toquitthe NDAin Blharover Nitish Kumar Modi
has injected a dose of distrust into the alliance. The BJP will need to repair relations with
the JD(U) to dispel the notion that it oesn'tvalueits alies —a charge that the Shiv Sena
and SAD hurled atit i IDA. Fourth, ish Kumar
as the coalition’s chief ministerial candidate, is seeking votes in the name of Modi.
Inadvertently, the party may be putting to test the prime minister’s ability to mobilise
votesin a state election.

Awin in Bihar would be seen as evidence of Modi's enduring popularity and the BJP
party machine's ability to buck LA would be. bigboost for
the Oy ti i ide. The Bihar
have a bearing on battles elsewhere in the coming months.

TRUST IN COMPETITION

Case against Google in US flags important concerns. But any state
intervention should be carefully thought through

ASTWEEK, THEUS Departmentof Justice launched ananti-trustsuitagainst tech
major Google, accusing the company of abusing its dominant market position

in itself. The PDM has so far
held three massive political rallies, in
Pakistani Panjab's Gujranwala on October
18, in Karachi two days later, and in Quetta
on October 25. A certain political momen-
tum has been generated and is gathering
strength and this could trigger significant
changes in the nature of the Pakistani state
and how it engages with the outside world,
including India.

‘The politicalinclusivity that the PDM rep-
resentsis bothitsstrength andits weakness.
It has politically isolated Prime Minister
ImranKhanand, therefore, undermined the
credibility of his powerful military backers.
‘That he has managed to inspire such dis-
parate parties to come together on the same
platform tooppose him, speaks to hisincom-
petence. But in demanding his ouster, the
PDM's real target is the powerful military.

In his speech broadcast from London,
Nawaz Sharif explicitly accused the Army
Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa and the ISI chief
Faiz Hameed as responsible for rigging the

In demanding Imran Khan’s
ouster, the PDMs real target
is the powerful military. In
his speech broadcast from
London, Nawaz Sharif
explicitly accused the Army
Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa
and the ISI chief Faiz
Hameed of rigging thelast

last elections and installing Imran Khan as
prime minister. This sa frontal attack on the
army and if allowed to snowball it has the
potential of eroding ts overpowering influ-
encein the country’s politics. In the past, the
army has been able to manipulate political
parties and leaders, playing off one against
the other.Ifthe coalition holds together, this
tried-and-tested playbook may not work.
Butwhile the PDM has come together tooust
itdoesnotseem

mally welcome the emergence of the PDM
and its struggle to establish a truly civilian
democracy in Pakistan. Adiminished politi-
cal salience of the Pakistani military could
only beapositive development from India’s
point of view. Unfortunately, the PDM lead-
ers had harsh words to say about Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and bracketed
Imran Khan with him. Imran was accused of
complicity in “selling out” Kashmir. Just as
ployinIndia’s domes-

plan for the day after.

How do they propose to bring the mili-
tary to heel? What kind of federal structure
could be put in place to address the deep
grievances of smaller provinces and ethnic
groups? At what point would the move-
ment consider its mission accomplished

tic politics, sois Indiaon the way to perform-
ing a similar role in Pakistani politics. Not
long ago, we had marvelled at the fact that
in the Pakistani elections in 2013, which
brought Nawaz Sharif to power, India was
barely a factorin the election campaign. This
new dynamic will make it difficult for the

andrevertto politics, whichiis
the essence of parliamentary democracy?
How do the PDM leaders propose to tackle

otherasthey
would any other state based ona cold calcu-
lus of interests.

In managing India’s relations with other

facing
1l th d K

the acute economic crisis that Pakistan is
by th On

y
key issues, s thedi

states, one must retain onstant
and adjustment, particularly

nature of the group may preclude even a
broad convergence.
The Pakistani Army may believe that

‘when the external environment is in con-
stant flux as it is today. India’s neighbour-
hood first policy must include the means to

given thesec the PDM,

it may be best tolet it roll on and then dissi-
pate. If that were indeed to happen, then the
military would end up even more en-

derto ensure that it does not become anen-
during constraint. I any shift in posture is
precluded by domestic political compul-

trenched thanitalready s. Itis p
the PDM may continue to gather popular
strength and support and this may be seen
as an existential threat by the army. It may
resort to violent repression and assume
power frontallyas has happened in the past.
This could add to Pakistan’s external isola-
tion, particularly if a Democratic adminis-

elections and

n However,

ion foreign pol-

icy imperatives becomes impossible.
Despite the fraught state of India-
Pakistan relations, we should take a keen in-
terestin the exciting political drama unfold-
ing among le next door.”
Whichever direction the movement takes,
whether it fails or succeeds, its impact will
ting our

Imran Khan as prime
minister. This is a frontal
attack on the army and if
allowed to snowball, it has
the potential of eroding its
overpowering influence in
the country’ politics.

China, which has deep and longstanding re-
lations with the Pakistani Army, will con-
tinue to provide it political shield and eco-
nomic support. Aweak Pakistani military or
onewhichis forced toreturn o the barracks
does not suit China, even though Pakistani
civilian governments have also given prior-
ity to the relationship.

Asaliberal democracy, India would nor-

region and beyond. On balance, its success
could open the door toa potentially positive
re-engagement. And, perhaps, there isales-
son here for India’s own fragmented political
opposition, struggling to retain its political
relevance in a BJP-dominated universe.

The writer is aformer foreign secretary and
senior fellow CPR. Delhi

joined

the justice department i ts case. The DOJ's move comes after the US House of

Representatives had, earlier this month, released a report on big tech companies such as

Google, Facebook, Amazon and Apple, accusing them of abusing their dominant positions,

“setting and often dictating prices and rules for commerce, search, advertising, social net-
Go

part
fromits near engine, i tem, Android, ds alion's
hareof ilarly, i L Allegations

ofthe tech giant abusing ts dominance to help ts other businesses may well have some:
‘merit. And thereis, indeed,

WHO’S AFRAID OF NITISH KUMAR?

InBihar, avocal desire for change vs the silence of the Mahadalits and EBCs

SAJJAN KUMAR

nopolies,and abuse of market power —in the US,
port for thi But

Forone, whi gleasit*

", and notes that it power through ex-

clusionary practices that harm competition”, it bears mentioning that these “monopolies”

UBIQUITY OF scarcity and primacy of group
identities shape Bihar's political context.
Here, one cannot talk about development
without invoking identity. In popular parl-

are not the outcome of licences.
com,forexample.

platforms, the more they grow in strength. This typically leads to market concentration,

ance,
anate from the vantage point of caste and
community. Thus, pitting the politics of de-

There are certain objective
realities that set the
background of Bihar's
political contestations. One,
Bihari voters have
minimalist expectations

crises of

ship, the plight of approximately 3. 5 lakh
contractual teachers and around 3 million
migrants, the anti-incumbency narratives

election: TheRIDand
[P alons e soion ofBJ[’ s upper caste
leadership, projected themas politically mo-
tivated Thisaffected the voting patterninby-

ulner-
ablesections, the EBCs and Mahadalits. What
we see, mstead |saconcened anti-Nitish

2009, with theJD{U)-
BJP winning just five of 18 seats. Expectedly,
Nitish Kumar had todilue the provisions per-

narrative by castes. The vast
majority ofthe EBC; and Mahadalits are ei-
thersilent or come out as confused.

In the power dynamics in Bihar, Nitish
enjoys a unique position, wherein his cen-

whilehe
rejected the recommendations on land re-
forms to appease the dominant castes.
Now, whenwesee casteand community-
centric parties like RD and LIP, with an al-

leged vitha section of the

position of the
dominant castes and To the
Yadavs, he signifies an absolute marginali-
sation; and to the upper castes, he comes in
the way of seeing BJP ruling the state like
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh.

which o while velopment against the politics of |dent|ty in
i texist itis rare to find new r Biharwouldbeacaseof bothc
hare as tis difficult for mult coexist,  sonanceand analytical falacy.
e " In this backdrop, the fractured electoral
“Thus, whether achieve hyp in -
narratives we are witnessing in Bihar need
senseisdebatable. to be filtered through the psychologies of
But various castes and communities. There are
biased in favour of Wil finesact ?Would biective reaites that et the back-
pricing, perh. componentpric et ground of Bihar One,
i ilitati i i Bihari voters have minimalist expectations
ingto hatever williag-  from theirleadership. Th sate acks the
2 Ultimately,any pol-

icyinterventionshoul tion, notcompetitors.

‘Women across age groups are taking to road races,
in the process pulling down a gender barrier

NDIAN WOMEN OF all ages have laced up and hit the tarmacs with gusto. It's a
tarted, but

the contours of southern states. Hence, the
core support bases of RID, BJP and JD(U) do
not expect something transformative. Two,
inamajority of the cases, the preference for
material issues are a post-facto justification
forapriorilikes and dislikes of a party/leader.
Thatis, Yadavs and Muslims rallying behind
the RID, upper castes supporting BJPora sec-
tion of Paswans endorsing LJP leader Chirag
Paswan, are motivated not by the material
issues, but a sense of prevailing affinities.
‘Three, Nitish Kumar is facing the challenge
of all sections of dominant groups, ranging

inlndiaare revolution. Overall marathon
registrations has gone up from 30,000 at the startof the century to 2 million over the
Ia:l]Syeszflhege 19percent —almost381akh—are wormen, makingicthe most patic
for Road Kkm runs to cross-

fromupper
Yadavs and Muslims.
‘When the state is facing the combined

from their lead
The state lacks thr kind of
competitive welfarism which
defines the contours of
southern states. Hence, the
core support bases of RJD,
BJP and JD(U) do not
expect something
transformative. Two, in a
majority of the cases, the
preference for material
issues are a post-facto
justification for a priori likes
and dislikes of a party/leader.

Itisnot the first time that Ni
facinga

state BJP
tal narrative, the gap between their speech
and actions are colossal. For instance,
‘Tejashwi Yadav is as much concerned about
consolidating the Yadav support base by pre-
ferring CPI(MLL) as he s careful about deny-

erwise diametrically opposed to each other.
Norisit on account of his colossal failure on
the governance front alone. In 2009, Nitish
Kumar attempted to empower the vulnera-

ing space to Kanhaiya Kumar, the young CPI
leader,partly on caste considerations. Chirag
Paswan isfielding a large number of upper-
caste candidates againstJD(U) tocutintothe
incumbent's support base.Ina nutshell the

ection of

legroups
dations of the 2007 Vishvamohan Rishi
Mohan Commission to identify the
Mahadalits; the 2006 Udaykant Chaudhary
Commission to identify and outline provi-
sions for the EBCs; and the D Bandopadhyay
Commission on land reforms. He huped ©

upper castes are enthused with the vague
possibility of dislodging Nitish Kumar. What
sustains Nitish Kumaris thesilence ofhiscore:
support base, the EBCs, Mahadalits and
Kurmis and a section of women who aren't
vocal.Inthemeantime,all we hearis the rest-

introduce a series of
ures that would improve the condmens of
the sections. But these pronouncements, in
the aftermath of the May 2009 Lok Sabha

lessness of caste

Sajjan Kumaris a political anlyst,
associated with People’s Pulse:

country uptothe 42195 km full ferfi-
outskirts of Nashik, are dit
their athletic effort.
i Delhi, Mumbai
It \th 'twonat though. aroad
for i \d familial respon-
asidea ey f-growth. A i
'What is most 'tthe
lely the theyoung, 50sare
Kick-starting ‘mental and physical well-being.
Women'ssportisbreakingi i inc
—the Forthefirsttime, the biggies — Lond —areaim
ingforas1 percent jumi
reserved forTop3, there' 't -

ter completinga42-km run. Leaving male

OCTOBER 27,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

ZAIL SINGH ON SHEIKH

UNION HOME MINISTER Zail Singh said the
Centre has no plan to topple any non-
Congress (I) state government. In an exclu-
siveinterview, he said it was in the interest of
the country that all states have stable gov-

is weak, Singh said the Centre was not weak
but “gentle though firm and strong”.

ASSAM BANDH
THE ASSAM GOVERNMENT has ordered
troops to stand by to render any assls[ance

LAWYERS’ UPROAR
APROPOSALTO switch over to the presiden-
tial form of government provoked angry
scenes at a session of the All-India
Conference of Lawyers in Delhi. Several
members protested against a report, which
had

ernments. On recent stat f Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Sheikh Abdullah,
accusing the Centreof planning to topple his
government, Singh pointed out that non-

inview of alled by the
AASUand AAGSPtostartanew’ phase ofag-
itation against foreign nationals. According
to Chief Secretary Ramesh Chandra, district

Congress(I)states must they
cannot use authority to crush opposition. It
was their duty to allow the opposition to
function normally. Asked to comment on
Sheikh Abdullah’s statement that the Centre

lice protection to MLAs from Tuesday in face
of threat by agitators to gherao them. Force
mightalsobe used to maintain law and order
ifthe need arose.

New Delhi

the same, alleging it did
not represent the views of all delegates.

MISSILE KILLS 100

OVER 100 bodies have been recovered in
Dezfuland many more are still buried under
houses destroyed by an Iraqi rocket attack on
the West Iranian city, its member of parlia-
‘ment Ahmad Zarhami said in Tehran.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The final verdict is that the longer the pandemic continues, the more difficult

it becomes for the government to treat it as a tempor:

though immense,

problem. The reality is that the pandemic is reshaping everything.”

—THE GUARDIAN

A poll-proof relationship

The 2+2 dialogue comes in the backdrop of a structural shift in great power politics and turbulence in the
global economic order. Incentives to advance India-US partnership are stronger than ever before

BY C RAJA MOHAN

COMING AMIDST CHINA'S continuing ag-
gression on the Ladakh frontier, the 2+2 dia-
logue between the defence and foreign min-
isters of India and the United States in Delhi
this week marks animportant moment in bi-
lateral relations. It also takes place amidst a
profound structural shift in great power pol-
iticsaswell as turbulence in the international
economic order intensified by the coron-
avirus pandemic.

The four ministers, Rajnath Singh and
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, Mike Pompeoand
MarkEsper, would want toreflectonand con-
solidate the wide-ranging progress of the
strategic partnership in the last four years.
They should also set the stage for the eleva-
tionofthe partnershiptoa higherlevel under
the next administration, whether headed by
Donald Trump or joe Biden.

The 2+2 dialogue comes, Jusr three weeks
after the foreign ministers of the Quad — or

‘name of non-alignment, strategic autonomy,
and the quest for amultipolar world. The re-
lationship survived those years, thanks to the

US’s perseverance.
There is one similarity and many differ-
oment

the Quadrilateral Security Framework — met
. The di i

inIndia-USrelations with: rhatdunng the UPA
got the

inTol
inameetin;

years, When e green

of the exclusive Five Eyes grouping that facil-
itates intelligence-sharing among the US,
Canada, UK, Australia and New Zealand. The
FiveEyes meetinginTokyovasaboutaddress-
ing the tension between the i

Tight from the C
thenucleardeal,there wasa rushattheendof
2008 to complete a whole range of formali-
ties in the waning moments of the George W
Bush presidency.

L ingh, Pri

law enforcement and the encryption polmes
of technology companies like Apple and

Narendra Modi does not have to deal with
backseat driving from the party. Like

Facebook. A few days ago, Delhi
the much-awaited expansion of the annual
Malabar exercises with the US and Japan to
include Australia.

‘This is not the first time we are seeing an
acceleration of the engagement between
Delhi and Washington. There was a similar
moment inthe UPAera; but Delhi's self-doubt
and political timidity let the opportunity slip.
Recall, for amoment, the few weeks in the
spring and summer of 2005.

In March, the US Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice came to Delhi to explore the
outlines of the historic civil nuclear initiative
thatwould end Indias prolonged atomiciso-
lation in the world and a broader framework
for security cooperation. The visits to
‘Washington by Defence Minister Pranab
Mukherjee in June and Prime Minister

ofbuildinga strong partnershipand has been
able toadvance tiesatamuch faster and delib-
erate pace than in the UPA years. The quick-
ing di dance of the last few weeks
is also a consequence of the special circum-
stances that confront India and the US today.
‘That brings to the three differences that
stand out. First s the huge military crisis on
the northern borders with China that is well
into the sixth month. During the UPA years,
Delhi avoided closer security ties with the US
in deference to Bejjing’s sensitivities. In con-
trast, the Modi government has refused to
cedeavetotoChinaoverits policy on security
cooperation with the US — whether bilateral
orin multilateral formats such as the Quad.
Second is the pandemic. The coronavirus
has sharpened the US debate on the dangers

ingh in July saw

of excessive muuuuu: mrerdependence on

of those i

China.

Delhi, however, made heavy weather of
that ex(ranrdmzry moment, thanks to the

its commercial ties to Beijing in response o
the PLA's Ladakh aggression. This has created

urityes-  the foranew be-
the Cc i tween

UPA coaliton.In fact the coaliton broke up -~ supply chains away from China in the so-

iting ~ called Quad P avevar-

opposition to the deepening strategic partner-
ship with the US. The Congress leadership,
whichwas desperate toavoid the rupture with
the Left, was prepared to abandon the new

i with the US. It was

fously drawn in Brazi, oracl New Zealand,
South Korea and Vietnam.

Although Delhi and Washington continue

to have many differences over bilateral trade,

ur-

Singh's threat to resign that rescued the civil
nuclear deal.

The UPA returned to power thhout the
Left, but with little political

y
rent global economic institutions that China
has bent toits own advantage.

‘Third is the focus on critical technologies

deepening ties with the US. The focus was: on
keeping visible distance from the US in the

form most aspects of modern life — including
security, political economy and social order.

CRSasikumar

Two decades ago, Delhi and Washington fo-
cused onresolving thelegacy issuessurround-
ing the mid-20th century technologies relat-
ingto nuclear weapons and missiles.

Book of
Unfreedom

The movement against ‘Manusmriti’ must
be robustly feminist and unconditionally
assert women’s autonomy

Kavita KRISHNAN

INAWEBINAR on “Periyar and feminism”,
Thol. Thirumavalavan, president of the
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK),
quoted Periyar on the Manusmriti, to say
that the “Manu Dharma” demeans women,
holding them to be prostitutes by nature.
Inhernewfound avatar as a BJP acolyte, ac-
tor  Khushbu  Sundar  claimed
Thirumavalavan’s words insulted women.
On cue, a case was filed against the VCK
]ezder inChennai.

needed to prevent abreakdown of caste hi-
erarchies and caste apartheid. The
Manusmriti lays down the law that a
woman who makes love to a man of a
higher caste incurs no punishment; a
woman who makes love to a man of a
“lower” caste than hers must be isolated
and kept in confinement. If a man from a
subordinate caste makes love to a woman
of the highest caste, he must be put
todeath.

But, some ask, does anyone really read
the Manusmriti in India, let alone obey it?
The facts show that the spirit of Manu’s
laws continue to inform and shape mod-
ern society, as well as modern politics in
India. The National Family Health survey
2015-16 (NFHS-4) found that just 41 per
cent of Indian women aged between 15
and 49 are allowed to go alone to the mar-
ket, to the health centre, and outside the
community (NFHS-4, table 15.13).
Starﬂmgly, 40 per cent of “what is classi-

men:
Th)rumava]avan merely quoted from it.

What Khushbu and her party know, but
cannot admit, is that they are outraged on
behalf of the Manusmritiand not on behalf
of women. That i is why Khushbu claims

ivi arinitiative, those
issues are behind us. Delhi and Washington
are now focused on finding ways to collabo-
rate on the critical technologies of the 21st
century and work with their partners in set-
ting new global rules for managing them.

Questions have been raised about the
‘meritsof holding the current round of engage-
ment in the last weeks of the Trump
Administration’s current tenure. An American
president is elected for a full four-year term,
and he has the power to advance on a broad
range of issues until the last day in office.

‘The real question is not about the calen-
dar but the extent of bipartisan political sup-
port that India enjoys. To be sure, there are
‘manyissues of contention amidst the current

The dialogue is taking place
three weeks after the foreign
ministers of the Quad — or
the Quadrilateral Security
Framework — met in Tokyo.
It follows India’s first-ever
participation, earlier this
month, in a meeting of the
exclusive Five Eyes grouping
that facilitates intelligence-
sharing among the US,
Canada, UK, Australia and
New Zealand. The Five Eyes
meeting in Tokyo was about
addressing the tension
between the imperatives of
law enforcement and the
encryption policies of
technology companies like
Apple and Facebook. A few
days ago, Delhi announced
the much-awaited expansion
of the annual Malabar

exer with the US and
Japan to include Australia.

sharp between the Republicans
and Democrats. But the US strategic partner-
shipwithIndiais notone _of them. IfJoe Biden

tion,

that th
that demeans women.”
At public functions in India, it is com-

isactually parental criminal-
isation of ¢ consensual sexual relationships,
often when it comes to inter-caste and in-
ter-religious couples” (Rukmini S., ‘The
many shades of rape cases in Delhi’, The
Hindu, July 29, 2014.)

In caste lies the key to understanding
India’s obsession with controlling and
curbing women 's autonomy — and in !he

‘mon to hear peopl ite the
Manusmriti to say, “The deities delight in
places where women are revered, but
‘where women are not revered all rites are
fruitless” (The Laws of Man, 3:58, Doniger
and Smith, Penguin Books, 1991). The same
Manusmriti says, “It is the very nature of
women to corrupt men here on earth; for
that reason, circumspect men do not get
careless and wanton among wanton
women." The idea of women as sexual
tempters, corrupters or gateways to hell is
not unique to Manu. The Christian, Islamic
and Buddhist texts also warn against
women, portraying them as sexually
promiscuous, secretive, sly and out to en-
trap men.

Saying that the Manusmriti “treats

new issues and

The overarching framework that has
emerged across different administrations in
the last two decades helps manage potential
difficulties and take advantage of new oppor-
tunities. Recall, for example, that Senator
Barack Obama was among the critics of the
India-US nuclear deal but had no hesitation
advancing its implementation when he be-
came the presidentin 2009,

Modi and his advisers have dealt with the
(Obama-Biden team during 2014-16 and are
well placed to deal with a Democratic victory.
But, fornow, and untilthe third week of fanuary
2021, Trump's current team is in charge. Delhi
needs tostay fully withit.

Both Delhi and Washington have bene-
fited much from the recent political invest-
mentsin the relationship. As the regional and
global orderfaces multiple transitions, the in-
centives for Delhi and Washington to sustain
and advance India-US partnership are
stronger than ever before and will continue
into the next administration.

‘The writer s director, Institute of South Asian
Studies, National University of Singapore and

. Such

ilies the key to
the codes of caste and gender that are hard-
‘wired into our societies and selves. In every
household where women are surveilled,
their movements restricted; in every op-
position to inter-caste, inter-faith marriage;
in every attack on Dalits’ villages after a
Dalitman has married a non-Dalit woman,
in the Sangh's campaign to brand love be-
tween Hindu women and Muslim men as
“love jihad” — itis the Manusmriti that you
seeinaction.

‘Today, Khushbu Sundar on behalf of the
BJP is leading the pack in attacking
Thirumavalavan for his remarks on the
Manusmriti, which they construe as an in-
sult to Indian womanhood. In 2005,
Khushbu herself had been at the receiving
end of similar patriarchal moral outrage.

a description of the iti implies
that the harm it causes is because it refers
towomen assexually “loose” and, thus,in-
sults women. But, in fact, the harm of the
Manusmritilies nits prescriptions of tight
control of women's autonomy. Manusays,
"A il a young woman, or even an old

h ing independ-

p was
cool as long as it was safe sex — for this, 22
cases were filed against her accusing her of
“defaming Tamil womanhood and
chastity”. The attack on Khushbu was led
by the Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK), a party
now known for its violent campaign
against marri Dalit menand

ently, even in (l\el own) house. In child-
hood a woman should be under her fa-
ther's control, in youth under her
husband's,and when her husband is dead,
under her sons.”

women of intermediate castes. And at the
time, Thol. Thirumavalavan and his organ-
isation, too, had joined the fray, with
Thirumavalavan saying that her remarks
were “against public order”. It would

Our critique of the should

trengthen the against the

take caretoc than reinforce
the notion that the worst thing one can say
of awoman is that she is sexually “loose™
ora“prostitute”. It is important to recog-
nise that the harm of the Manusmriti lies,
not in the fact that it asks us to treat
women as “prostitutes”, but thatitasks us
totreat women as daughters, wives, moth-
ers who must be tightly controlled by fa-
thers, husbands, sons. In fact, Manu en-
courages us to see this control as
“revemnce" and “protection” rather than

The Indian Express

Tlus obsesslve control over women is

iti today, if he were to acknowl-
edge how his 2005 remarks reinforced the
‘same Brahminical patriarchal notions of fe-
male purity and chastity that he, and we,
are fighting today.

One cannot beafeministinIndiaifyou
are not fighting the Manusmriti —and one
cannot fight the Manusmriti without being
robustly feminist, and asserting women's
unconditional autonomy.

The writer s secretary, All India
Progressive Women'’s Association and
‘politburo member, CPI(ML)

Make board exams irrelevant

NEP 2020 has the answer to the question of impossibly high cut-offs

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NOT A PAWN

‘THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The China
factor’(IE, October 26). Viewing the India-
Chinaequation through the prismofthe
Chinacg !

RISHIKESH BS

'WHEN DELHI UNIVERSITY announced the
first list of admission into undergraduate pro-

target, there will be a further rise in applica-
tions for higher education programmes for

the cut-offsreached 100 per cent markin some
courses offered by a few colleges. But this is
neither surprising nor unexpected. According
to the most recent All India Survey of Higher
Education (AISHE 2018-19), Delhi's gross en-
rollment ratio (GER) is 46.3 per cent (the na-
tional GER is 26.3 per cent). This means that
almost every second youth in Delhi between

which the NEP2020 hasseta target of 50 per

centby 2035 — which would mean an addi-

tional 35 million seats to be created in HEIs

acrossthe country. Ifthe cut-off marksareal-

readyatunreasonable levels, we canimagine

the scenario with a doubling of prospective
students. L

students. Currently, only 4 per cent colleges
have an enrolment over 3,000. By modelling
this across the higher education ecosystem,
not only will access improve, but it will also
make HEIsviable, withall resources in place as
is seen in most parts of the developed world.
‘With only half the number of HEIs that cur-
rently exist, we will be able to provide access

ted in highered-

done, we are headed lowalds arise in the
due to

to’
ucation once the country reachesaGER of 50

number of

percent.Th

for
of ‘poor quality HEIs, whichsnare

percentages are not good markers of an indi-
vidual's readiness to do higher education —
and given the serious drawbacks of standard-
ised assessmentsin our board exams, itis best
to get rid of them at the earliest. Instead,
school-leaving certificates will have to be
based onanarray ofassessments, includinga
student's performance across the secondary
level — Classes X to XIL. They will factor in class
assignments and tests, leading to the devel-
opment of students' portfolios. Post that, ad-

leading. China has challenged the US for
the world leadership and a US president
isbound todeployall the weaponsavail-
able to him in thwarting China. India, by
virtue of its geographical location, size,
‘market and military strength,is an ideal
‘weapon for the US in this contest. India
needs peace for the next 20 years to
achieve her national objectives and must
never lose sight of it while playing the
American game on China,

BShubhada, viaemail

REGAIN CREDIBILITY

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Centre’s
Bureau' (IE, October 24). Maharashtra is
the fifth state to withdraw

IDEAS
ONLINE

MILIND SOHONI, NIKHIL
TIKEKAR, ALAKHYA
DESHMUKH

‘@ WEALTHFROM STUBBLE:
DEEPAKGUPTAAND
KKRISHNAN

www.indianexpress.com

‘FIReporting the news' (IE, October 26).
That the Mumbai Poli deepl

sent for CBI operations within its terri-
tory, after the central agency tookovera

theageof 18and 23 mah:ghered— poor quality and a generation of mission to higher educationis an entirelydif-
ucation of di youth( fail-  unsuspecting students, leading to a large  ferentsetofactivities. Itmay use the portfolio
Delhi's youth are not mel l7y adequate high- i numberof i killedand  of sc but thead-
qualityHigher in- dal- mission process ought to assess whether the
cludin ities and institu-  most40,000 Forthe cut-offs theattrib-
tions), leading to unreasonably high cut- orfs try.Many of utes for pursuing higher education.

InsomeHEISs, for¢ 1,000 colleges. If such large affiliations indi- ~ NEP envisages, for both school-I and NEP20: reformat

ence or English literature, the cutoff is in the
high 90s, even for aspirants ﬂam socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged grot

What we have been secmg in Delhi for
more thanadecadeisalsoseeninafew other
states, where the GER s close to 50 per cent.
Today, it is a handful of states, and tomorrow
it will be the ennre country. Accordmg to

universitiesare trying tomanage, 16.3 percent
of the colleges have an enrolment of fewer
than 100 students.

NEP 2020 recommends moving into a
higher education ecosystem that consists of
large multi-disciplinary HEIS, oﬂenngunder—
graduate and graduate

higher education entrance, is critical. Both of
these reforms have to take place simultane-
ously. In the last decade, when the CBSE ex-
perimented on a progressive reform by mak-
ing Class X board exams optional, very few
parents allowed their wards to take that op-
l‘ion. Until the school and higher education

one
ict, inthe cuumry

India’s
Development Goals (SDG) for 2030 and the
National Education Policy 2020 target, we are

every, ol
These wx]] be muln

studens parents and the entire country will

and colleges. wx[h [l\e latter moving away

this vicious cycle.
Usmgschool leaving marks to create cut-

luu\uuw

politicised by framing charges against
Republic TV is without question. But is
the media not politicised too? Channels

the school level, whicl

exams redundant, and also a common en-
trance for the liberal arts-based higher edu-
cation system, which only assesses an appli-
cant's preparedness to pursue a university

Mumbai police was a]ready probing the
‘matter. CBI shou]d work independently

which call for publictrial
anti-national and equivocate on lynch-
ings and crimes against Dalits and

without the polit-
ical bosses. This will help in maintaining

smunomnut]eastthe media. They shnuld

education.
at the earliest. If not, the country is at the risk.
of generating graduates in tens of millions,
who will neither have the capacity to gener-
ate employment for themselves nor the ca-
pability to be employed anywhere.

aiming to ensure 100 per cent Elor the HElstore-
across our school stages, from pre-primaryto ~ a constituent college or the university. Each pplicant: - The writer is Azim
y uchi have3,0000rmore  ing their admission process. School Premji University

itsc aur-
tail crime in a neutral manner.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali
NoOT MEDIA

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,

rosecuted for their po-
lmral statements, which often barely flirt
‘with facts. Inthe selective democracy that
‘we are becoming, they are free to do so.
Butlet's not call them journalists and cite
adefence of the pressin their defence.
‘Shantanu Ray, Meerut

New Delhi
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The shade of grey
Pakistan has little option but to complete its
FATF mandated tasks in the next four months

[he decision by the Paris-based watchdog, the Fi-
Tnancial Action Task Force, last week to retain Pa-

Kistan on its greylist has clearly disappointed the
Imran Khan government. His cabinet had projected
confidence that the country would be taken off the
greylist — monitored jurisdictions on terror financing
and money laundering activities — having been cleared
on 21 of the 27 mandated action points. Pakistan will
now face international strictures on its markets and on
its ability to procure loans until the next FATF plenary
in February 2021, by which time it is expected to com-
plete the six pending issues. A bigger problem for Isla-
mabad was that Turkey was the only other country in
the 39-member FATF to push for Pakistan to be let off,
by making a suggestion that the last six points be
cleared by an “on-site” visit by an FATF team. The pro-
posal was dropped when even other traditional backers
of Pakistan such as China, Saudi Arabia and Malaysia
did not support it. Clearly, Pakistan has little option but
to complete its tasks in the next four months, which in-
clude: more action against UNSC-banned terrorists and

The President who called a spade a spade

K.R. Narayanan was creative in upholding institutional obligations of an office and preserving the republic’s equilibrium

L

HARISH KHARE

his October 27, K.R. Naraya-
Tmn would have been 100

years old. But no one would
perform any rites of remem-
brance. Another day and another
time, Narayanan would have been
showcased as a prime success sto-
ry of an India that made one and
all ‘meritorious’ Indians believe
that they could find a place under
the constitutional sun. A man from
an ordinary, humble background
could get inducted into the elite In-
dian Foreign Service — all that
counted was his calibre and com-
petence. He had no godfather or a
clan to speak up for him.

Example of an inclusive India
And that K.R. Narayanan would
hear the call of public office, get
el ecled to the Lok Sabha, become
the Presids of India and

terror groups, action against charitable
(Non-Profits) linked to these banned entities, tracing
fugitive terrorists and pursuing convictions against
them, revising the list of banned entities under the Anti-
Terrorism Act to reflect all those banned by the UNSC,
and cracking down on other channels of terror financ-
ing through narcotics and smuggling.

For those in New Delhi watching the outcome of the
FATF decision, there are some broader dividends to
consider from this process. To begin with, the fact that
the FATF has retained Pakistan on the greylist for the
third time this year, and not automatically downgraded
it to the blacklist (with Iran and North Korea) when its.
deadline for action ended in September 2019, has en-
sured the pressure has continued to make Pakistan ac-
countable on terror. The Khan government has been
forced to make a real legislative push to bring Pakistani
anti-terror laws in line with international standards,
while, at least for the interim, also ensuring sufficient
pressure on groups such as the LeT and the JeM that tar-
get India, to refrain from public comments and publicly
raising funds. Meanwhile, Pakistan’s support to the
U.S.-led Afghan process and talks with the Taliban are
crucial to the peace process, and the FATF process has
made Islamabad more amenable to helping Afghanis-
tan. It remains to be seen if the actions it takes will per-
manently change Pakistan’s course in supporting and
sheltering cross-border terror groups. India’s eventual
goal is not just in stopping attacks by these groups, but
for Pakistan to fully dismantle the infrastructure of ter-
ror in the understanding that it is in Pakistan’s own in-
terests to do so. It is hoped that the prolonged FATF
process will enable this realisation in Islamabad.

(Clearing the air
Trumps criticism may be gratuitous, but
Indias air quality needs urgent attention
Presidem Donald Trump’s scathing description of

India’s air as “filthy” may have come as an embar-

rassment for the government, but it has not pro-
voked a fierce nationalistic backlash in response to a fo-
reign leader’s insult. Looking at the worsening
pollution in northern parts of the country, triggered by
stubble burning and later the Dussehra festivities, even
Mr. Trump’s critics found no cudgels to pick up, while
others readily agreed with him. The U.S. President’s re-
marks are, of course, gratuitous, considering that he
has spent his term dismantling many environmental
regulations, including those relating to pollution and
emissions from coal plants and automobiles; his criti-
cism of India and China is also incongruent s they have
pledged to implement the Paris Agreement while Mr.
‘Trump has pulled the U.S. out of the pact. Unfortunate-
ly, mere resolve cannot raise India’s stature. Sensors of
the Central and State Pollution Control Boards and oth-
er private stations across the north currently show
PMas, or fine particulate matter levels, in the very un-
healthy or even hazardous bands. There is mounting
concern about the health impacts, but the Centre has
so far attempted to brazen it out by denying any con-
firmed link between bad air quality and a shorter lifes-
pan. Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar last year
said no Indian study on such a correlation was availa-
ble. That view has been challenged, and WHO ex-
pressed worry about the situation. There is the added
dimension of COVID-19 infection today, with the Har-
vard T.H. Chan School of Public Health contending that
a one microgramme rise in PMas is associated with an
8% increase in the death rate due to the novel coronavi-
rus, based on long-term exposure data in the U.S.

India is seeking to address its chronic air quality cri-
sis partly by raising emission standards and fuels. The
country adopted the BS-VI fuel standard earlier this
year, potentially lowering vehicular pollution, although
the national air quality standard for annual average
PM:5 is 40 mcg per cubic metre, which is four times the
WHO limit. It took the COVID-19 lockdown to let people
experience clean air once again, with the conspicuous
absence of vehicles. The unlock phase has reversed the
ephemeral experience, as the burning of vehicular
fuels has reverted to pre-lockdown levels, with no sig-
nificant transition to green mobility, such as bicycle
use, in urban centres. Continued burning of crop stub-
ble in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh shows that
the central sector scheme providing remedies in the
form of farm mechanisation and management alterna-
tives needs fresh impetus. No more time can be lost in
addressing the crisis of foul air, as the country prepares
to hasten with development in a post-COVID-19 era.

preside over the Rajya Sabha, and,
then, go on to occupy the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan, told the tale of a Neh-
ruvian India where all that mat-
tered was the requisite
temperament and character. India
could take pride that it was an
open system, a democratic arran-
gement, and a society committed
to an egalitarian social order — and
was comfortable with excellence
and accomplishment.

In the process, K.R. Narayanan
became a prime example of an in-
clusive India. He had the distinc-
tion of being the first Dalit Presi-
dent of India. His elevation to the
Rashtrapati Bhavan had more than

a token significance; and, even
though the new, aggressive Am-
bedkarites may not think much of
him, his election as President did
announce the arrival of a new so-
cial assertion. It needs to be kept
in mind that he was the presiden-
tial choice of the United Front coa-
lition, a political dispensation that
sincerely believed that if India had
to progress and become a great na-
tion, then it must be a country for
all Indians, from all strata, unim-
peded with competitive parochial-

In his long innings of public ser-
vice, K.R. Narayanan conducted
himself as a modern man, well-tu-
tored in scientific temper; he be-
came the first Indian public figure
when as Vice-President, he shook
hands with an HIV-infected per-
son, whereas the self-proclaimed
charismatic saviours were shying
up making the gesture. He was ur-
bane and cosmopolitan, at ease
with the best and the brightest at
home; he never felt over-awed and
certainly never felt intimidated in
the world’s chancelleries because
of his immense faith in the nobility
of the great democratic experi-
ment under way in the country he
represented. However, it was as
the President that K.R. Narayanan
repaid his debt to the republic. Cir-
cumstances demanded that he
creatively explored the potential
of the office; and, he turned out to
be a responsible custodian of the
Constitution.

Reining in Governors
In the process he became the pro-
tector of constitutional morality,
the most cherished republican vir-
tue. Most gratifyingly, he twice
used his position to rein in errant
Governors, even though they had
the ruling  establishment’s

KAMAL NARANG

patronage.

First, it was Romesh Bhandari
at the Lucknow Raj Bhavan, who
fell afoul of President Narayanan’s
sense of constitutional fairness.
Within months of taking over as
the President, Narayanan stood up
to the United Front political bosses
and would not go along with the
LK. Gujral cabinet's preference to
invoke Article 356 to get rid of the
Kalyan Singh Government in Uttar
Pradesh. In his memoirs, Matters
of Discretion: An Autobiography,
Gujral himself notes that the Presi-
dent firmly reminded him of the
Bommai judgment and the Sarka-
ria Commission recommenda-
tions. It was the first time that a
President had asked the Union Ca-
binet to reconsider a proposed
constitutional act.

The second time President Na-
rayanan ticked off a Governor’s
conduct was in July 2001 when the
Raj Bhavan in Chennai disappoint-
ingly remained a mute spectator
as a former Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister, M. Karunanidhi (and two
serving central Ministers) were
roughed up by the Tamil Nadu pol-
ice, at the behest of an extremely
vindictive Chief Minister Jayala-
litha. It was President Narayanan
who suggested to Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to demand a
report from Tamil Nadu Governor

M. Fathima Beevi. A presidential
rebuke was implicit in the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan suggestion; soon, the
Governor was recalled.

In both these instances, the Go-
vernors had allowed the Raj Bha-
van to be used to give respectabil-
ity to shabby political calculations.
Not on his presidential watch, in-
sisted Narayanan.

Speaking his mind
The Indian Constitution does not
envisage the President of India to
be a power centre, leave alone set
himself up as a rival power centre
(to the Prime Minister). Yet, there
is always considerable wiggle
room for a President to have his
presence felt.

Once A.B. Vajpayee became the
Prime Minister, the National De-
mocratic Alliance bosses learnt to
their discomfort that the man oc-
cupying the Rashtrapati Bhavan
was no push-over. No wonder, L.K.
Advani, in his memoirs, disparag-
ingly called him an “activist presi-
dent.” Perhaps, for good reason.

After its 1999 Lok Sabha victory,
the BJP crowd thought that it had
earned a licence to make amend-
ments to the Constitution. There
was even a commission to review
the ‘working’ of the Constitution.
K.R. Narayanan used the prestige
and the pulpit of his office to warn
the nation of inherent danger to
the Constitution from small
minds, strutting around with an
over-inflated  sense of  self
importance.

And, a few months later, K.R.
Narayanan again made his pre-
sence felt during U.S. President
Bill Clinton’s visit to India. At the
Rashtrapati Bhavan banquet for
the visiting American, President
Narayanan horrified the ministe-
rial posse by reminding everyone

of non-alignment as an instrument
of Indian foreign policy in pursuit
of autonomy and independence.
That was the time when the Vaj-
payee government was doing all it
could to cosy up to the Americans.
The ruling coterie was not

amused; it thought the President
had gone off the reservation. Yet, it
was a battle that the ruling politi-
cians lost in the face of a resolute
presidential rectitude.

President Narayanan, also, had
a sense of political moment. In
1999, when A.B. Vajpayee lost the
vote of confidence by a solitary
vote, and, when an alternative go-
vernment had to be formed, he
tried to nudge the non-BJP forces
to suggest the possibility of the
West Bengal Chief Minister, Jyoti
Basu, becoming a prime ministe-
rial choice. The upper caste Con-
gress leaders, led by M.L. Fotedar
and Pranab Mukherjee, were dead
set against the idea of a ‘commu-
nist’ becoming prime minister.
Had President Narayanan’s hint
been taken up, there would have
been no second term for A.B. Vaj-
payee, and there would have been
no “Gujarat, 2002” and no Naren-
dra Modi.

As the President, Narayanan
was nobody’s man. A President
need not be anybody’s man or wo-
man. The Constitution thrives on a
dynamic interlocking institutional
balance; failure of one functionary
to perform his or her dharma ends
up injuring the health of the entire
Republic. Narayanan demonstrat-
ed how it was possible to be bril-
liantly creative in upholding the
institutional obligations of an of-
fice — and, preserve the republic’s
equilibrium.

Harish Khare is a senior journalist based
in Delhi

Contesting neighbours, revised geopolitical playbooks

The engagement by India and China in the West Asia region is a good example of their metamorphosing approaches

&
KABIR TANEJA

he year 2020 has been a wa-
Tlershed moment for rela-

tions between India and Chi-
na following the most serious
clashes between the two countries
in the Galwan region of Ladakh
since the 1962 war; relations bet-
ween New Delhi and Beijing are at
new lows. These events have had a
cascading effect on the very
thought process of foreign policy,
not just for New Delhi with regard
to its neighbourhood but also Beij-
ing's understanding of its own
threat perceptions as well.

What dictates alignment now
Strategic autonomy is today a term
New Delhi’s power corridors are
well-acquainted with. According
to a former Foreign Secretary of
India, Vijay Gokhale, the ideation
of ‘strategic autonomy’ is much
different from the Nehruvian era
thinking of ‘non-alignment’.
Speaking in January 2019, Mr. Gok-
hale said: “The alignment is issue
based, and not ideological.”

For Beijing and New Delhi, one
region where both contesting
neighbours have employed similar
versions of ‘non-alignment’ think-
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ingis in West Asia, and the ethos of
equitable engagement with the
three poles of power in Saudi Ara-
bia, Iran and Israel, without step-
ping into the entanglements of the
region’s multi-layered conflicts
and political fissures. Such were
the commonalities in thinking that
at one point in time, suggestions
were made to construct an ‘impor-
ters OPEC” in order to put forward
the interests of major oil impor-
ters, mostly developing Asian eco-
nomies, against the producers’
cartel. However, the year 2020
and the tectonic geopolitical shifts
it has brought in its wake, from de-
teriorating U.S.-China ties, to the
COVID-19 pandemic that started in
China, followed by the Ladakh cri-
sis, is forcing a drastic change in
the geopolitical playbooks of the
two Asian giants, and, by associa-
tion, global security architectures

Pre-dating 2020, India’s out-
reach to West Asia sharpened
since 2014 with the coming of the
Narendra Modi government. As
the powerful and oil-tich Gulf
states looked for investment alter-
natives away from the West to dee-
pen their own strategic depth, per-
suaded by Mr. Modi’s centralised
decision-making style, India dou-
bled down on its relations with the
likes of Abu Dhabi and Riyadh, giv-
ing open economic and political
preference to the larger Gulf re-
gion. While engagements with Is-
rael moved steadily forward, Iran

p
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lagged behind, bogged down by
U.S. sanctions, which in turn sig-
nificantly slowed the pace of India-
Iran engagements.

Advantage Beijing

Meanwhile, China’s overtures
have been steadily more adventu-
Tous as it realises two major shifts
that have taken place in West Asia.
First, Beijing has tried to capitalise
around the thinking in the Gulf
that the American security safety
net is not absolute, and they need
to invest more in others. China,
being second only to the U.S. in
both economic and military terms
today, is the obvious engagement.
The fact that the United Arab Emi-
rates (UAE) obtained Chinese
Wing Loong drones in 2016 — a co-
py of U.S’s infamous armed MQ-9
‘Reaper” drone that Washington
refused to sell - offers a good ex-
ample of the Gulf’s resolve of at-
taining military capabilities from
wherever possible. Second, the
Gulf economies such as Saudi Ara-

bia, even though attempting a
hard shift away from their addic-
tion to the petro dollar, will still
need growing markets to sell oil to
in the coming decade as they re-
form their economic systems. The
obvious two markets here are Chi-
na and India.

Sharp contrasts

However, Beijing’s recent plays in
the region have not been subtle. A
report in September shone light
on a $400 billion, 25-year under-
standing between Iran and China,
with Beijing taking advantage of
U.S. President Donald Trump’s
abandonment of the Iran nuclear
deal. Scholars such as Scott J. Harr
have pontificated that China is no
longer happy with a passive role in
West Asia, and through concepts
such as “negative peace” and
“peace through development”, in
concert with tools such as the Belt
and Road Initiative, Beijing is now
ready to offer an alternative model
for “investment and influence”.
Over the past month, Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Vi during an
in-person meet with Iranian Fo-
reign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif suggested the development
of a “new forum” to address the
region’s tensions — an alternative
to the West-led ecosystems that
have prevailed for decades. It re-
‘mains to be seen, however, how
China balances itself between the
poles of power while backing one
s0 aggressively.

From India’s perspective, as it
‘maintains its trapeze-wire balanc-
ing act of diplomacy in West Asia,
the overt outreach to the Gulf and
the ensuing announcements of
multi-billion-dollar  investments
on Indian shores by entities from
Saudi Arabia and the UAE is only
New Delhi recognising the eco-
nomic realities of the region. Des-
pite entanglements in the Yemen
war and general tensions between
the Gulf states and Iran, the likes
of Saudi Arabia, the UAE and so on
have maintained relatively strong
and stable economic progression.

Israel’s recent peace accords with
the UAE and Bahrain add much
further weight towards a more sta-
ble Gulf region — the caveats with-
standing that the operationalisa-
tion of the accords is smooth and
long-lasting.

The theory of interests super-
seding ideology in foreign policy is
fast unravelling practically, both
from the perspectives of India and
China. While in the recent past,
the Indo-Pacific, with the develop-
ment of the Quad, has taken
centre stage, other geographies
such as West Asia have also started
to showcase bolder examples of
New Delhi and Beijing’s metamor-
phosing approaches towards the
international arena.

Kabir Taneja is Fellow, Strategies Studies
Programme and Head, West Asia
Initiative, Observer Research Foundation.
The views expressed are personal
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Quota Bill
The question of 7.5%
horizontal reservation for
students in Tamil Nadu who
have studied in government
schools has unfortunately
come in for unjustifiable
criticism. These students
are not exposed to the
same conditions as those
who study in private
schools. The social and
economic backwardness of
such students cannot bear
comparison to those who
can afford to join private
schools which are run on
different lines. Further, the
Governor, who acts on the
aid and advice of the State
Cabinet, has a limited role
to play. According to Article
200 of the Constitution, he
has to sign the Bill as soon
as possible after its
presentation. If not, he has
to retun the Bill requesting
and in

seeking time of four weeks
to make a decision (Tamil
Nadu, “Need 3 to 4 weeks
to decide on 7.5% quota
Bill, says Governor”,
October 23). The Governor,
instead of playing a
constitutional role, is
playing a controversial role,
unmindful of the
responsibilities of the
government.

To claim that the benefit of
7.5% reservation should be
equally available to those
from private schools is
diluting the constitutional
purpose of reservation for
the socially and
educationally backward
and is encouraging
privatisation which seems
to be the agenda of the
Centre. There are political
overtones to this issue,
which ultimately has to be
declded on the basis of

case the Billis passed again,
he has to give assent. When
such is the peremptory
language of Article 200, itis
surprising the Governor is

priorities and
guarantees in education for
students studying in
government schools.

NG.R. PRASAD,

Chennai

Metrics of happiness
Happiness for a plurality of
people cannot be gauged by
narrow metrics (Editorial
page, “Metrics of world
happiness and the Muslims
of India”, October 24).
Rather than beneficiaries,
Indian Muslims are losers/
victims under Indian
democracy and have been
marginalised in terms of the
sharing of political power
and delivery of justice.
Consolidation of the
majority community under
a prominent political party
itself would lead to the
entrenchment of the
‘majority religion. Thus, the
governance of India could
also exclude the minorities.
There are many examples
of riots against the Muslims
that demonstrate their
painful conditions — their
dignity, self-respect and
pride are fading. The rise of
majoritarian hatred is
unfortunate. The
unvarnished fact is that
happiness for the
marginalised and the

powerless in India is still
sive.

A. BASHEER,
Bengaluru

Raining woes

The illegal occupation of
lakes, either completely or
partially, in the historical
city of Hyderabad is a key
reason why it faces misery
and destruction in extreme
weather events (‘Ground
Zero’ page, “The revenge of
the lakes in Hyderabad”,
October 24). State
governments, past and
present, have failed to book
cases against the real estate
sharks. In the name of
layout regularisation
schemes, governments
have instead collected lakhs
of rupees from innocent
buyers of land. No action
has been taken against the
actual culprits. This farce
has been allowed to
continue with periodical
extension of the validity of
these ‘schemes’. There has
to be preparation and
implementation of a

scientific master plan to
end this urban anarchy.
M. NAGAVENDER RAO,
Hyderabad

Biopic ‘800"

Expectedly, the biopic,
800, on Sri Lankan
cricketer Muttiah
Muralitharan, has been
jettisoned by actor Vijay
Sethupathi, who was to
play a lead role (Editorial
page, “A compelling life
story, lost in the fog of
illogic”, October 23).
Protesting against the film
just because it is about the
feats of a cricketer from the
island nation is stifling
creativity. This does not
mean that the genocide in
that country is correct.
Sport, films and music can
help bridge many divides
between nations.

5. RAMAKRISHNASAYEE,

Chennai

= The pressure of ‘crowd
censorship’ on the freedom
to think and act cannot be
wished away. Even the

»

Governor was not spared
when he attempted to clear
the cobwebs in the
administrative set-up in
‘many universities. Certain
political parties, some of
which exist only on letter
pads, appear to be forming
this chorus to intimidate
artistes.

T.M. RANGANATHAN,
Srirangam, Tamil Nadu

= The attempt to portray the
cricketer as a hill country
‘Tamil’ would be to
whitewash the cries of Tamil
mothers seeking answers
and justice for their lost sons
who vanished in the
genocide. It is also pertinent
to note that the condition of
hill country Tamils, whether
in Sri Lanka or India, has not
improved at all. A narrative
of appropriating the interests
of one group to pit it against
another related group would
be intellectual dishonesty.

ANDNOE
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The many lessons from COVID-19

What we have done so far, and what all remains to be done

SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN

The global pandemic is marching on.
As I'had said at the JRD Tata Oration,
hosted by the Population Foundation
of India on its 50th anniversary, of
the lessons I have learned over the
last nine or 10 months, the most im-
portant one is the significance of in-
vesting in public health and primary
healthcare. Countries that invested
in primary healthcare over the past
decade or two are reaping the bene-
fits now. Another lesson is the posi-
tive role of science and scientists.
The global collaboration between
scientists to take forward advances in
knowledge so that science is continu-
ously informing our response to the
pandemic has been encouraging.

Gendered impact
In India, the pandemic has had a dif-
ferential impact on women. Despite
gaps, India had seen progress in ma-
ternal mortality. There have been sig-
nificant gains in infant mortality, in-
stitutional births and replacement
level fertility. However, there is still a
high unmet need for family planning
and improved access is required to
contraceptive services and safe abor-

tions. A recent modelling study
showed that because of the reduc-

tion in coverage of essential services,
the prevalence of wasting in children
could increase by 10% to 50%. There
could also be 60% more maternal
deaths because interventions like the
administration of uterotonics and an-
tibiotics, and clean birth environ-
ments, are no longer available.

COVID-19 has also disrupted the
education system. It has also adver-
sely affected access to nutritious food
as a huge number of children depend
on school meals.

Another worrying development is
the surge in domestic violence. In In-
dia, a third of women said that they
had previously experienced domes-
tic violence, but less than 1% sought
help from the police. Governments
can include response to violence
against women in the package of es-
sential services.

Many women have lost their work
and livelihoods. More women than

NEW YORK TIMES

men work in the informal economy
and therefore their income fell by ov-
er 60% during the first month of the
pandemic. In India, the number of
women and girls living in extreme
poverty is expected to increase from
87 million to 100 million.

A few months ago, the World
Health Organization (WHO) empha-
sised the importance of gender ana-
lysis and gender-responsive public
health policies. One of the major is-
sues is the lack of availability of data
that is disaggregated by sex and age.
‘We also do not have data on violence
against women and children. We
have urged WHO Member States to
collect data, report and analyse it,
disaggregated by sex, and include
responses to violence against women
as an essential service.

Over 70% of countries reported
partial or complete disruption of im-
munisation services. Other services
disrupted include diagnosis and
treatment of non-communicable dis-
eases, cancer diagnosis and treat-
ment, family planning, contracep-
tion, antenatal care, malaria and TB
case detection, treatment facility-
based births, and urgent blood trans-
fusions, as well as emergency sur-
gery. This will have a huge impact.
On the one hand, essential services
have to be provided; on the other
hand, we must ensure financial pro-
tection. This can be guaranteed only
if there is either a health coverage
scheme, like Ayushman Bharat, or
through private health insurance.

Out-of-pocket payments cause
about 100 million to fall into extreme
poverty every year, and 800 million
globally spend more than 10% of
their household budget on health-
care. The World Health Organization
has been urging countries to ensure
financial protection and effective

Women at the heart of recovery
India has an opportunity to build climate
resilience and address gender equality issues

SHOKO NODA & ATUL BAGAI

India’s fight against COVID-19 is at a
critical juncture. Agaiml the back-
drop of recent economic reforms by
the government, and sti-

flected across agriculture, urban
planning, energy and the health sec-
tors and in climate-resilient civil
works, including under MGNREGA.
Women, particularly those from
i and inalised com-

mulus packages, recovery measures
are poised to lift millions from this
unprecedented economic and health
crisis and tackle widening inequali-
ties. The recovery is offering India
two golden opportunities: one, to
build climate resilience for the most
vulnerable by ensuring that stimulus
measures are green; and two, to mea-
ningfully address long-standing gen-
der equality issues.

The pandemic has exacted a heavy
toll. Fragile health systems and fron-
tline health workers are overbur-
dened and lives and livelihoods im-
pacted. The poor, Adivasis, migrants,
informal workers, sexual minorities,
people with disabilities and women
all face a greater brunt than most.
Beyond this, the causes and effects of
climate change — stressed agricul-
ture, food insecurity, unplanned ur-
ban growth, thinning forest covers,
rising temperatures and shrinking
‘water resources — have also hit vul-
nerable groups disproportionately.

Vulnerable group
‘Women in particular have their work
cut out for them. Greater demands of
unpaid care work during the pan-
demic and rising rates of reported
violence are a stark reminder of the
work that remains to be done. Ac-
cording to the India Voluntary Na-
tional Review 2020, female labour
force participation rate for the 15-59
age group is showing a declining
trend and stands at 25.3%. This is one
of the lowest rates in the world.
Meanwhile, the International Mo-
netary Fund estimates that equal par-
ticipation of women in the workforce
will increase India’s GDP by 27%.
The Indian government has invest-
ed nearly $22.5 billion in COVID-19
recovery. Strengthening social pro-
tection using targeted and appro-
priate fiscal and policy measures is a
good start. Aligning these recovery
packages with India’s commitments
on climate change by investing in
green jobs will improve lives and
make our planet healthier. These
green investments ought to be re-
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munities, play a significant yet un-
sung role in various sectors. Com-
prising more than 50% of the
agricultural labour force, and nearly
14% of all entrepreneurs, women's re-
lationship with the environment and
the informal economy can be a useful
lever of action to transform the lives
and livelihoods of their families and
communities.

Equipping women with skills
Disha, a UNDP initiative supported
by the IKEA Foundation, has reached
one million women and g
skills and livelihood oppor(umtles.
This initiative has shown the benefits
of investing in local jobs for women
and vulnerable communities. These
investments energise local econo-
mies, reduce carbon emissions, en-
hance climate resilience and disrupt
social norms and behaviours that res-
trict women’s participation in the
workforce. Another example comes
from an initiative by the SelfEm-
ployed Women’s Association and the
Electronics Sector Skills Council of
India, and supported by the UN Envi-
ronment Programme. By training
young rural women to develop a
cadre of 15,000 solar technicians for
the maintenance of solar pumps in
remote locations, the initiative will
not only introduce clean energy op-
tions but also reduce production
costs. Accelerating the transition to
renewable energy will lower carbon
footprints and can help provide sus-
tainable livelihoods to poor women.
Creating the right financial incen-
tives, fostering sustainable public-
private partnerships and enabling
Women entrepreneurs to access mar-
Kets, training and mentoring will be
crmcal in scaling up these approach-
s. The Asian Development Bank
prOJeC(S that India’s GDP growth rate
will rebound to 8% in 2021-22. Putting
women at the heart of this recovery
will make it faster, just and inclusive.

Shoko Noda is UNDP Resident Representative

coverage of health services.

The effective coverage index is a
useful measure of the quality of
health services - it looks at the provi-
sion and efficacy of services in terms
of health outcomes. This metric sug-
gests that 3.1 billion people world-
wide would still not be covered if we
continue to do what we’re doing. The
index enables us to move away from
just measuring process towards mea-
suring outcomes. Many countries do
not have the data systems to be able
to accurately measure both mortality
and the incidence of certain diseas-
es. India needs to invest more in its
vital registration system.

‘What can we do better?

Many countries have moved to digi-
tal technology, especially using plat-
forms to provide telemedicine, for
example, to overcome the problem
that people could not meet physical-
ly. Platforms like ECHO have been
used in many States to train health-
care workers and the government’s
e-Sanjeevani platform is enabling te-
lemedicine appointments.

‘We now have a national digital
health blueprint and a road map. We
want to move towards electronic and
portable health records. It is impor-
tant to think about not only data go-
vernance principles, but also new
ways of collecting, using and sharing
data, enabling local, contextualised
decision-making.

‘We also need to think about work-
ing with the private sector, which is
already playing a very big role in
technology. But we need to think
about technologies that are consi-
dered public health goods. At the

Aravind Eye Hospital in Puducherry,
for example, they did an experiment
with shared medical

outcomes as well as higher produc-
tivity, apart from reducing costs and
saving a lot of time for doctors.

‘We need to further integrate social
protection systems, food systems
and health systems in order to really
have an impact on nutrition. India
has done much to ensure these ser-
vices, but it needs to expand these to
protect its most vulnerable popula-
tion groups. We must ensure that the
pandemic does not further increase
food insecurity.

False or misleading information
leads to harmful behaviours, and
mistrust in governments and the pu-
blic health response. In the last eight
months we have done an incredible
amount of work with many tech
companies. But infodemic manage-
ment is not straightforward; it is
linked to people’s beliefs and beha-
viour. Therefore, we've set up a be-
havioural insights group to provide
advice on behaviour change.

We often think about health as
purely as delivery of services to take
care of the sick. The risk factors and
the social and environmental deter-
‘minants of health, such as the quality
of water and air impact our health.
But investments here are much more
difficult as they lie outside the health
sector. It is a question of all arms of
the government looking at the im-
pact of their policies on health.

Empowering our frontline health
workers will yield rich dividends. We
need to invest in them to ensure that
they have the tools they need, re-
ceive regular training and mentor-
ing, and are well paid.

We need to invest in strong institu-
tional mechanisms and capacities in
our regulatory bodies, research
centres and public health institu-
tions. We have seen so much fear,
stigma and discrimination circulated
on social media. This must be coun-
tered by health literacy.

India is on the path to investing in
Universal Health Coverage. Financial
resources are very important for
this, but we also need investment in
human resources and to engage and
empower communities. A health sys-
tem cannot only be about the supply
side. It has to keep in mind how to in-
volve citizens and the people it is try-
ing to serve and have them involved
in developing the services that we
are bringing to them.

This seemed to result in better health

at
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VAISHNA ROY

Social historian Daniel Boorstin, writing in
the 1960s, called advertising “the most cha-
racteristic and remunerative form of Ameri-
can literature”. Writing around the same
time, Marshall McLuhan ranked advertising
among the 20th century’s greatest art forms.
As it has played out, neither man was ex-
aggerating. The ‘persuasion industry” is well
entrenched today, and it is hardly surprising
that the 45-second commercial created by je-
wellery brand Tanishq should have taken up
so much mindspace these past few weeks.
We are no strangers to religious controver-
sy nor has fanaticism been the preserve of
any one community. From the exile of M.F.
Husain to the blacklisting of Taslima Nasreen
to regular book burnings and film bans, the
fanatics excel at outrage. But this time they
outdid themselves. The ad that was trolled
showed a Muslim mother-in-law celebrating
her Hindu daughter-in-law’s pregnancy with
Hindu rituals. In other words, they were of-
fended not by intolerance but by tolerance.

A tenuous argument

Besides the usual commentariat on either
side of the debate, a third stream emerged
asking if brands need ideology. This argu-
ment is tenuous. Through the 20th century,
as advertising took upon itself the role of
shaping the aspirations and desires of entire
societies, its function expanded vastly
beyond the mere selling of products to sell-
ing a way of life. The streaming images —
beautiful woman, muscular man, uniformed
chauffeur — point not just to a car but to
mindsets and life choices that can make that
car come true. That’s why Roland Barthes
called advertising the supreme mythmaker
of our age and ads the closest modern ap-
proximation to ancient myths. When Nike
uses Serena Williams to relate the story of
women in sports, it isn’t just selling sports
shoes, it is selling the myth of women’s em-
powerment — the social condition that lets
‘women play sports and buy sports shoes.

By ‘selling’ at this subliminal level, adver-
tising insinuates itself into everyday customs
and practices, and becomes popular culture.
It defines social constructs, such as ‘moder-
nity” or ‘success’ — ‘modern’ men load wash-
ing machines; ‘successful’ women use food
delivery apps. And via these definitions, ad-
vertising is able to construct new social
mores — where men aren’t ridiculed for
washing clothes, nor women for not cook-

The magic of mythmaking

If we meekly allow advertisements to be withdrawn, we will
foreclose for good the possibility of our cultural reinvention

ing. The motive might be commercial, but
that advertising is constantly moulding and
reflecting society is indubitable.

Creating desirable myths

Less than 3% of marriages in India are inter-
religious, and this figure is unlikely to change
dramatically anytime soon. A majority of In-
dians will continue to marry within their
own religion and community, just as a major-
ity of women will continue doing the house-
hold chores. But by depicting an inter-reli-
gious marriage, advertising creates a certain
desirable myth — not of a society where such
marriage is a norm but one that accepts it
when it happens. When online portal ‘Myn-
tra’ featured a lesbian couple in its 2015 ad, it
essentially conjured up a society that ac-
cepts a non-heterosexual relationship. By
placing them within conventional tropes of
shopping, clothes and parents, it erased the
taboos and ostracism such couples face in
real life. It allowed them social sanction.

As society gets more secularised and mo-
dernised, we begin to seek our moral mark-
ers from places other than religion. Cultural
studies scholar Judith Williamson said, “Ad-
vertising has a function which I believe in
many ways replaces that traditionally ful-
filled by art and religion — it creates mean-
ing” This meaning-making is not optional
but intrinsic to advertising. The Amul girl
doesn’t just innocently sell butter — she sells
an image of the nation, reflected through
sporting triumphs, national tragedies, elec-
tion results or, increasingly, even Rafale
plane deals. As we consume, we subcon-
sciously also seek such reflections that let us
reimagine ourselves and the world we inha-
bit through the lens of the ad.

‘Whether the Tanishq commercial or the
Surf Excel ad last year that showed a Hindu
girl protecting a Muslim boy from being
splashed with Holi colours on his way to na-
maaz, both propose a myth of harmonious
co-existence — of the kind an Amar Akbar
Anthony created — which could well be self-
fulfilling in the long run. (Just as men who
load washing machines are no longer un-
icorns.) These myths reflect not just who we
are but who we want to be. The trolls shut
down these stories not because they are real
but because they could become real. It might
no longer be possible to eradicate trolls in
this hyper-malevolent era, but we need to
cling at least to our myths. If we meekly let
these be destroyed and the dream factories
shut down, we will foreclose for good the
possibility of our cultural reinvention. And
that will signal our final bankruptcy of imag-
ination. Yet, it's more clear than ever now
that imagination, after all, is also a nation.

vaishna.r@thehindu.co.in
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Rural-urban divide in Bihar polls

In the upcoming Bihar Assembly elections, the NDA has chosen to field candidates from the BJP in more than 80% of the
urban seats. In contrast, in rural areas, the JD(U) has the upper hand. The BJP's strong show in the urban seats in the recent
polls, where the JD(U) s relatively weaker, may have influenced such a seat-sharing pact. In contrast, both the RJD and the
Congress have maintained similar vote shares across the rural-urban divide in the recent polls. And so, for the 2020 polls, the
RJD's and the Congress' candidates are equally spread among all the areas. By

1. NDA's rural-urban divide | The BJP won more than 45% of the urban
votes it contested in the 2015 Assembly election, at least 7% points higher
than its contested vote share in all other areas. On the other hand, in

2015, JD(U) won only 37.7% of the urban votes it contested. Notably, after
joining the NDA for the 2019 LS elections, the JD(U)'s urban performance
dramatically improved. The table lists contested vote share (a party's votes
divided by total votes polled in seats contested by the party)

JD(u)

Seat type® 2015 (%)

Semi urban

Semi rural

2019 (%)

2015 (%)
601% 37.7%
56.3%

57.6%

58.4%
53.9%
51.1%

39.7%

RJD

2. No clear divide | There is no significant rural-urban skew for the
parties in the ‘grand alliance.’ In 2015, when the alliance won [JD(U) was
part of it in 2015], support was drawn equally from all the areas. When
they lost in 2019, support was withdrawn equally from all areas. The table
lists contested vote shares across rural-urban areas

Congress

Seat type

2015 (%)
%

Semi urban 47.6%

Semi rural %

42.3%

2019 (%)

2015 (%)
361%
31.7%

31.5%
38.5%

in Indias Atul Bagai s Head, UN.
Country Office, India

»

“Total seats: 243 (Urban: 21 seats; semi urban: 42, semi rural: 81, rural: 99)

3. Seat-sharing | The rural-urban divide in
the NDA's seat-sharing deal is evident. The
BJIPis contesting in 81% of the urban seats
and the JD(U) in 14.3%. In contrast, the
choice of seats in the ‘grand alliance’ exhibits
no clear divide. The tables list the % of seats
contested out of the total urban/rural seats

Seat type
Urban
Semi urban

81.0%

39.5%

Semi rural

Grand alliance
Seat type

Semi urban
Semi rural
27.3%

The rural-urban seats were segregated based
on night lights data from the SHRUG database
which is used as a proxy for electrification or
economic activity, which in turn differentiates
a rural area from an urban area. The data fo
the 2019 elections is calculated based on leads
secured in the Assembly segments

The 402 Findn,
FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO 0CTOBER 27, 1970
Sobers tenders apology

West Indies cricket captain G. S. Sobers has
apologised to West Indian cricket adminis-
trators for any embarrassment he caused by
playing cricket in the white-minority ruled,
Rhodesia. Sobers said last night [October 25,
Bridgetown (Barbados)] he accepted the in-
vitation to play in a single-wicket competi-
tion in Rhodesia because he had been as-
sured there was no racial discrimination in
that country. He added, however, that he
had not been made aware of the deep feel-
ings of West Indian people on the issues in-
volved. Sobers’ apology was contained in a
letter to Mr. Noel Pierce, President of the
West Indies Cricket Board of Control. Sobers
said that since his visit to Rhodesia last
‘month, when he was greeted by Premier lan
Smith, he had learnt of the feeling of the
West Indian people and the wider interna-
tional issues involved. He added: “I there-
fore wish to convey to you and the members
of the Board my sincere regrets for any em-
barrassment which my action may have
caused and to assure you of my unqualified
dedication whenever I may be called upon
to represent my country - the West Indies -
and my people.”

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  OCTOBER 27, 1920
The Victoria Institute

A proposal was made at the time of the Wo-
men’s Work Exhibition which was held in
Madras in the cold weather of 1919, that ef-
forts should be made to establish a perma-
nent organisation for the sale of women’s
work in the city. The matter had been under
discussion since, and as a result the Commit-
tee of the Victoria Technical Institute, of
which H.E. Lady Willingdon is the President
has offered to attach to the Institute a small
Woman’s Sub-Committee (oh which Her Ex-
cellency is the President) and to give it ac-
commodation for showing women’s work on
the Institute premises. It is proposed that
this Sub-Committee should try to encourage
the sale of lace, embroidery and other work
and should help the workers with informa-
tion as to the classes of work for which there
is a demand and keep patterns that can be
copied and stocks of materials, which would
be bought wholesale and issued to workers
in small quantities at the wholesale rate. The
Sub-Committee proposes to work on the
same line as the Victoria Institute, i.e. either
to buy the work outright for resale or to take
it on sale.
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Theworsening gender
skew of our workforce

Along downtrend obser ved in the proportion of job-holdersamong Indian women should

worryus But smply raising theminimum ageof femalemarriagewont solvetheproblem

hen India'sPrime Minister
NarendraModi declared
ag5-trillion economy by
2024 asanational goal
soon after hisre-election
last year, hecould not
haveforeseen the covid-19 pandemic. That
theviral outbreak hasexacted aheavy toll and
thwarted our chance of achieving that ambi-
tioustarget isundeniable. But what isless
talked about isthe opportunity cost we bear
from having toolow aproportion of women at
work. It wasnever high to begin with, but our
femalelabour force participation rate—or the
proportion of women aged 15and abovewho
areeither seeking or working at paid jobs—
appearsto havedeclined sharply over thepast
decade-and-a-half. According to World Bank
data, that rate hovered above 30%after India's
economy opened up in 1991, and then peaked
at 318%in 2005, before slipping to 20.3%this
year—among thelowest in theworld. While
why thishashappened remainsamatter of
debate, itsimplied losswasquantified by a
McKinsey Global Institutereportin 2018,
which said that Indiawould gain $770 billion
inoutput by 2025if women had the same
opportunitiestowork asmen.

Thepoor participation of womenin the
country’sworkforce defieseconomiclogic,
and much of it could perhapsbe explained by
socio-cultural attitudesthat prevail anong
familiesthat arenot given to modern waysof
thought. Indiaisstill largely apoor country
wherewomen go out towork out of financial
necessity, and rising family incomesoften
resultintheir droppingout. In thisnarrative,
Indian householdsbeing better off would
explain thedecline. Though therehasbeen the

odd report of atrend reversal in recent years
and months, attributable toabroad crunchin
jobavailability since 20 17 and worsened by our
covid crisis, thereisno getting away from the
need tointervenein favour of raising female
participation in theeconomy. Taxincentives
do exist for women employed in formal sala-
riedroles, but what we need isan attitudinal
shift among our multitudes—especially men.
Itisthehold of patriarchy on society that keeps
women homebound and deniesthem spaceto
exercisetheir agency on theissue of securing
pay chequesof their own. Given thecountry’s
high levelsof gender violence, safety concerns
alsotilt decisionsagainst venturing out.

Asour government weighsaproposal to
raisethe ageafter which women can legally
marry from 18to 21, itistempting toview such
amoveasaspur for greater femalework par-
ticipation through extended education and an
associated delay in child-bearing. Yet, even the
current agelaw isweakly followed. At least one
study suggeststhat every fourth Indian woman
waswedded by 18. According to Unicef, with
over 100 million femaleswho got married
beforeturning 15, Indiahasmorechildren in
wedlock than any other nation. So, while
longer educational exposure afforded by an
upward agerevision could help the cause, we
also need an effective social campaign that
directly addresseshold-backs. Without ashift
in India'sobservable preference for male off-
spring, for example, raising women’smini-
mum age of marriage might perversely also
raisethe perceived “burden” of agirl child
among some families, pushing them to either
opt for pre-natal sex selection or flout India's
marital agebar. Social reformsand better law
enforcement havefar bigger rolestoplay.
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It'sBeljingthat will eventually
rescuetheworld from China

Theregimesover reach hasexposed a web of deceit and corruption that it triestoensnareothersin

V. ANANTHA NAGESWARAN
isamember of the Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister.

heZhengzhou Information Sci-
enceand Technology Ingtitute,

judging by the number of publica-

tionsinwhich itiscited, isoneof the

world'sleading centresof computer sci-

businessisblurry”. Well, that qualifies
astheunderstatement of the century,
especially in thelight of arecent Chi-
nese government decision to embed
party officialsin all decisionsmadeby a
so-called “private sector” entity.

5Gnetwork. Similar isthe story with
Britain, which theauthorscontend had
passed apoint of noreturn because of
the CCP'sinfluence network among
British elites. Yet, aUK Parliamentary
Committee hasconcluded that Huawei

Aspeech by YeQing,
of the All-China Federation of Industry
and Commerce, on 17 September
(Trandation availableat ‘They're
Comingfor the Private Sector’,
bitly/35CFYUO

theCl
TheTrump administration’sstellar
effortstoget therest of theworld to cast
off the Chinaspell hasclearly paid divi-
dends. However, Trumpwould not

iithout Chil

what

Professor Aaron Friedberg
today'sChina, thereisno snchthmg
asatruly independent think tank,
foundation, university, or company”
(‘An Answer to Aggression’, Foreign
Affairs, Sept/Oct 2020). That suggestsa
path for redemption for therest of us,
and for Chinatoo.

Thepathology of global hegemony

‘thank’ the Bush and Obamaadminis-
trationsand, of course, Goldman Sachs.
In 2006, Henry Paulson, chief execu-
tiveofficer of Goldman Sachs, became
treasury secretary under George W.
Bush. Hevisited Chinaabout 70 times
during histenure. Citing Paul Blustein,
thebook notesthat “had heresponded

ing.
Itsscientistshave published over 900

papersin major sciencejournals, at
timesin collaboration with American
researchers.” Except that itisn't. The
nameisacover for auniversity that
trainsChi

underlying maladies: hubrisand inse-
curity. They seal thefate of empiresand
hegemons. But for China'sclasheswith
Indiain Ladakh thissummer, India
would not havewoken up totheChina

ithas.

renc
manipulation, tight control of state-
owned enterprises, mistreatment of US
enterprisesin China, and program of
technology theft, then the conditions
that Iedtolhetra:lewar might not have
arisen”. Try too hard and it backires.

ge
TheHidden t

Liberation Army Information Engineer-

ing University—based in Zhengzhou.

Canadahasbeen ensnared in China's
web, ashas Sweden. Zhang Bin, aChi-

Many such pr informa-
tion make TheHidden Hand: Exposing

How theChineseCommunist Party (CCP)
isReshaping theWorld, written by Clive

Hamilton and Mareike Ohlberg, an

and Communist Party
official, donated C$50,000 to Montreal
University for astatue of Canadian
PrimeMinister Justin Trudeau'sfather,
Pierre. For good measure, hethrew in

invaluableread. C$200,000 for the Pierre Elliott Tru-
InIndia, astudy that comescloseto deau Foundation. But, theremarksof
ing the effor in theCt toCanadaon
that book hasbeen done by Ananth thesafety of 300,000 Canadiansin
Kr|§1nan Hispaper, Followmgme HongKong hasundoneyearsof work in
Money: i i and wall
Indla»ChlnaReiaIlons published by Thebook revealsthat Sweden’sBei-

IndiaCenter
inMarch 2020, isuseful. Hisbook,
India’sChina Challengeisnext on my
readmghsl Hewrote, unsurpnsngly,

AnnaLindstedt was
alleged i il

History thebest
antidotesfor excessand overreach are
excessand overreach. That lesson has
eluded many, including China It'sno
surprisethat it haseluded Twitter and
Facebook. Therein liesthehope.
Finally, Americahaspaid the price
foritshubristhat the more closely it
engaged China, the sooner it would
embrace American values, ignoring the
possibility that Chinacould ensnareits
elitesin aweb of corruption. Zhigang, a
Manchu mandarin, wroteafter avisit to
Americain 1868 that thelove of God was
lessreal than thelove of profit there
(John Pomfret: ‘What AmericaDidn’t

AngelaGuiin January 2019. Angela's
father, Gui Minhai, aSwedish citizen,

that
lheklnd of scrutiny in Indiathat their

investmentsattracted inthe West. That

needsrectification, asthe “separation
between the Cl private

wasworki inHong
Kongin 2015 when hewaskidnapped
by Chinese authoritiesin Thailand.
Sweden hasclosed down Confucius
banned Huawei fromits
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pate About Chin, Tl
In ilmmary TheHidden Hand |sataleof
not only American but alsothe Western
loveof profitsbestowed by China
Thereisnoroom for doubt left over
what isat stakefor Americaand therest
of theworld on 3 November.
Thesearetheauthor 'spersonal views.
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No country can ever
truly flourish if it stifles
the potential of itswomen
and deprivesitself of
the contributions of
half of its citizens.

MICHELLE OBAMA

_

Theeconomicsof Indiashigh prevalenceof child brides

SHRUTI RAJAGOPALAN

minimum age for marriage for men, India

India has one of the highest levels of

India Tofind bridesin the face of this sex

Whileit doesn't solvetheproblem, policy-

doesn't of
with child grooms. Only 4%of Indian boys/
men were married be'oreage 18.And 20%

aborted through sex selection technology.
Thisisbanned in India, of course, but still

weremarried age
of 21, compared to the 27%of girls'women

isasenior research fellow with
the Mercatus Center at George
Mason University, US

hegovernment isconsidering raising
theminimum legal ageof marriagefor
women from 18 to 21, to reduce the
prevalence of child brides (below 18) in
India Thisis, of course, well intentioned. If
only theproblem weresosimplethat it could

be solved with thestroke of apen. entcultural
Thebenefitsof later marriage for women
are well It ated with | high cost of

married before the age of 18. Raising the
legal age of marriage displays a lack of

prevalent. births899 girls

Weknow familiesin stateslike Haryana
“import” and “buy” brides from poorer

marriage. But these laws have unintended
consequences. Raisingthecost of disposing

states. But another hat in

101000 boys.
direstep taken by families. For most peaple,
femalefoeticide or infanti-

thelow age

of marriage for which have
littletodowith thelaw.

Thereal issueisthat variouslong-persist-

costly.
So, couples trying to
have a son over multiple

ket for
child bridesin India. Society imposesavery

higher nutrition levelsfor women and their
children, Icwgr maternal  mortality,

parents especialy
in poor Indian families, which, attempt to

P
financial independence.

Theproblem isparticularly direin India
According to Unicef, 650 million women

ried befor

B. Indlalshomelo 223 million or onein
three of these child brides. Just under half
that number, 102 million were married
beforetheyturned 15. Uttar Pradesh hasthe

ifthey prefer toinvest in sons.

In their 2017 paper, Peter Leeson and
for child bridesin India. Thereal problem,
they explain, beginswith avery high son-

end upwith
morethan their preferred
number of daughters If the
family isrich and hasthe
ability to raise multiple
girlsin order to producea
boy, their problem disap-
pears. However, for poorer
families, onesolution isto
marry these daughtersoff

preference. South Asian countris
the highest levels of son preference in the
world, though there is much variation
within India. A consequence of high son-

3 g
asupply ofchild, even prepubescent, brides.
However, thereisalso demand for child

Rapid economic
growth and
education must
fight thisfallout
of poverty and
apreference for
male children

ety‘ where families prefer to find brld%
within their own caste
group, marriage-aged men
must look for younger
femalecohortswithintheir

ough marriage, and
punishing famjlies Vgr violating the rule,

ticide, or trafficking and other worsewaysof
disposing unwanted daughters. In her 2017
paper, Peola Suarez finds that raising the

In some groups, that
means adult-age men are
‘even matched with prepu-
bescent girls, creating
demand for pr

ieswith
high son preference and high poverty may
have the unintended consequence of
increasing

cideand sex-selective abortion.

brides. Only relatively
impoverished son-prefer-
ring parents dispose of
their unwanted daughters
toafford thesonsthey seek.

Leeson and Suarez also
point out that this affects the “quality” of
potential grooms When potennal grooms

brides. Between female

areof var ior

traand

T T , not just dejure
but de facto, requires Indiato evolve eco-
nomically and culturally. Some of thishas
happened. As Indians have become more
prosperous, and asextreme poverty levels
have declined, we see a decline in child
brides. In 1970, aimost 75%women were
married before they turned 18, which has
now decreased to 27% Economic growth
will save Indian girlsfrom child marriage.

, which

largest number of child brides, at 36 million, | pi intryingtopr birth and son-preferring cou- Combined with educalonal and cultural
followed by Bihar, West Bengal, Maharash- i To inthecareof | them from for the p

how- , someof these cou- viveto | limi of iage-age nodoubtmlltake\ongef economic success
ever, \snu!lhelaw Evenlhough thereisa plsdlsposeoflharunwamed daughters. | traditional marriage age than femalesin | bridesmay ent childbrides. | istheonlylasting solution.
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India should use this economic
crisis toimplement Reforms 3.0

We must be bold about our aspirations and use this chance to push ahead with tough reforms that could revive our economy

NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN
is chairman, InKlude Labs. Read Narayan's Mint
columns at www.livemint.com/avisiblehand

he covid-19 pandemic has, by default,
left Indiawith a “good crisis”. India’s
economic goose was being cooked on
“slow boil” from late 2016 onwards,
with demonetization, shoddy imple-
mentation of the goods and services
tax, the Infrastructure Leasing and Financial
Services crisis, and anaemic investment spending
againstabackdrop ofa dysfunctional public
bankingsystem. The government correctly
imposed astrictlockdown in late March that was
well complied with, but appears to have lost both
the public-health and economic plotssince then.
Today, India findsitselfwith the worst large-coun-
ry economic performance of all.

Nowis the time to both accelerate reforms and
be bolder in the aspiration for change. Here is what
the government should do:

Monitor Thy

demonstrated the need for transparent, fast, accu-
rateand non-politicized dataas the basis on which
The country must ii
towardsanon-partisan datagathering and dissem-
ination body that could dramatically lift the quality
andtype of data gathered on the economy, We
should begin with an independent fiscal council
tasked with putting out objective data on budget
revenue, cxpcndlmrcan(l taxes. We must gather
indic:

,not
onl) for economicactivity, butalso for labour
markets. Our labour-market data s particularly
poorand contributed at least in part to the shame-
ful reverse migration of labour during the lock-
down. The currently disempowered National
Statistical Office (NSO) should become an inde-
pendentauthority reporting to Parliament. An
apolitical, high-quality NSO with an independent

I council will ser i

about necessary structural reforms.

reforms that allow straight-through Fix i i ingsystem:
ing for all labour codes, penal- | Publi ind need of gov-
ties ernance reform and equity capital. The govern-

tralize minimum wage setting to Sates, Whil the
NEP is not fully binding on states, its thrust for

ment has been timid and unimaginative with solu-
tions, and seems not to ha\, e underslood thatbal-

-
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Anest of murder hornets that can sting and spit venom has been destroyed reuters
A deadly threat gets neutralized in Washington

T he first nest an:mn giant hornets found i in the Ub has successfully been

t.inth , wasfound by put-

ting h it acuum

hose. Thelmasnespec)esmsecls knownas* murderhomels . have a powerful

tvenom. They target hich and can

destro\ acolonyinjustamatter ofhours. The nestin Washington was found when
study i

to 'hré-(- hornets. The neﬂ ()famlmd 200 insects was then dw C )\,er?d in l]\(- city of

pro-
tective suits vacuumed the insects m)m the tree, which will now be cut duwn
BBC

Survivallessons for cyclists on Bogota's streets

A ndy Villlba,atattooed andscrawny bicycle mechanic in Colombia'scapita,

ow,amid
aboom in both cycling and bike theft, he is giving workshops in road safety and
self-defence. “Welcome to Bogot,”said Villalba, who has lost count of the number
of times he has been threatened for his bicycle. “The cycling capital of death.”
Cyclingin Colombiaisthriving, Asin otherci theworld,

p40%since

Jstyear Morethan 00k fblke

But iversar
forcing them o fight back with self-defence classes and weapons,
The Guardian

Dinosaurs literally tried to fly once upon a time

i) timein the late Jurassi that weighed
Ddthmr_hl]laﬂungnselffrumtreetoLree spread its wingsand tried tosoar. In

lyattemptat fligh the
blucprml Inpractice, it waschaotic, The dinosaur, Yigi, unlvban]ymdnagcdlo
glid ed wingsinaval-
rmlallcmpl'\(ﬂ\mg’ : tryingnotto

am d Alex Dececchi, Mount Marty Univer-
it inSouth Dakota, “H would't he something pleasant-.. Inastudy published
Thursday in thejournal iScience, Dececehiand other researchers analyzed how Yi
qiand the dinosaur Ambopteryx could have flown.

The New Zealand Herald

Our war on junk food has influencers in the way

K idi YouTuby Kfoodand
theirfellow kid,and they're acking up billions ofpage views, according toa
newstudy published Monday in the journal Pediatrics. The study

ares

foundational learning and regional |:
cation until Class3, its modular building of ollege

%
hildren. “We should approach YouTube influencer videos with skepticism,

evenwithvideos lhat seem lo bc cducauonal orkid-friendly,” said senior author

A
weak bankmg atembas gummcd upare-starton
Unless

ation of reforms w

credits, higher Marie ana nutrition withjoint appoint-
Reform labour and education: This third gener- | education, and ts fromhigh- | anccand pl abad bank” India s mentsat Ne\vYorkUmversnysb(hoo]of[-luball’ubllcHea]lhandLangone Medr
school be developed fully. likely toseea very patchy economic recovery. cal Center. Tl the

culttodo than the first two because it must deal
with factor reforms and “wicked” prob]ems The

Turn overagricultural practices: The govern-
menthas (aken astepintheright direction by

Multiply infrastructure: While there hasbeena
lot of discussion about fiscal stimulus packages, a

twomajor pillars for hover ¢ chains, debate on their multiplier impact on spending has
themedium-andlong:termare: ) an industral- reducmg(henumberofcommodmes underthe | beenmuted. The “fiscal multiplier” estimates the
vocational Essentia g farmers ratio of put toinput. The effect ofa
tem mlnd)a.amumquanlum]umpm(heqm]lly de-| fragmemlhelrblggeslassel whlch island. direct fiscal st be estimated
ofour education. The government has made These reforms, iffll usin, inal propensi . which

impressive strides on both counts with recent

efforts to streamline legislation through four

labour codesand with its National Education

Policy 2020 (NEP). The consolidation of 29 labour

legislations into four codes reduces both the time

and costof compliance for employers, and alsoaids
ofj

tletheel al
thathas evolved in various states. Much more
action needs to be taken on improving the funda-
mental returns in farming through a new green
revolution that emphasizes appropriate water-use
based rotational cropping, the use of higher quality

¥ s, th dfrugal useol ertlers

The cod d I offay oimprove

rationalizes civil and criminal penalnes thereby | yieldsand efficiency. Wewl]lneedgre'\lerfocuson
ystem] rural

Building on this momentum, we mus( institute

Gisplacementoflabour.

will be greater for
have been severely impacted by the crisis. The
most effective method in the long-term for both
employment and output generation is to use fiscal
spending for capital infrastructure. It has knock-on
multipliereffects on an entire supply chain. Also,
properly-conceived capital projects, once com-
pleted, inherently improve economic output.

P.S.“We cannot solve problems with the same
kind of thinking we used when we created them,”
said Albert Einstein.

MY
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I nia’s own social and political struggles.

influencers on YouTube in 2019.
CNN

Anidentity-preservation struggle in Armenia

On‘ginallya igious minority from northern Iraq, Yazidi
inthe 19thand early 20th centuries. The
are disputed because it does not have a book and its sacred songs are passed on
orally’ (n Armenia, Yazidislivi |n(,ump,_|(.ls€lﬂl'!‘
hil theirown
h nthat day...
“Every year, fewer people attend
lager Temur Akmoyan.
Tt how iscomplexand related to Arme-

> (0. Armenia

distinct dhistory, Over 300 peopl
Butthiseventin Armenia may beamong the
liveabroad,

The Independent

The thick alphabet soup that Google has found itselfin

SIDDHARTH PAI

is founder of Siana Capital, a
venture fund management
company focused on deep
science and tech in India

n Tuesday, 20 October, the US
department of justice (DOJ) under

But the old cases focus mainly on two
facetsof Google's operations. One, its Search
Engine Results Pages (SERP), and the other
itsadvertising business. The SERP case was
investigated by the European Union. In
2017, the European Commission levied a
record €2.42 billion fine on Google for hav-
ing “abused its market dominance as a

luuched lhe behemulh—il maintainsa$120

leaves the preset default g,enenal semh

to take on the DOJ. Google will vigorously
defend itself in the present case and has
accesstoabattery of lawyers that its outsized
cashbalance can easily hire. A central tenet

Forthose of us who use Android devices,
suchubiquity isnormal.Some ofus naively

y moving

itselfhasrecognized, think that

onmobile devices, Vthr?ﬂGfd“Ilidr?é“pP' to a Mozilla or Opera browser. WP” we

ciallystic baven't Andifyou think you have cscaped
leh L o

Foryears, G

ofi illbe that
it provides users like you

asuitagainst Google,

Sherman Antitrust Act.

lawsuit, claiming that a d

and engaged in what c]early
looks |

Googl Apple
device, thkagm -Google pays Apple bil-
lions to be the

search engine in Safari, the iPhone’s web
browser. To shift, one has to go deep into
Safari’ssettings and then switch to another
one like Duck-Duck Go (which I recom-
mend) or Microsofts Bing. On an Android
device, we would need to download Duck-
Duck Go or Bing from Google's Play Store,

avoid the big Google

search bar each time we use our device.
Google's anticompetitive practicesseem

especially destructive because they deny

rivals the scale they need to compete effec-

attorney general William Barr filed and me are free, and that 1 h mnducl to lock up distri-
toanother it ison- rowthmay ,ion channelsandblock
tivebehaviourundersection 20f America’s i ice”. Thestill-ongoingsuitby | mously from them. It will i itsrivals.
America’s 50 states is focused on Google’s | also claim that its market have been fair Google pays billions of
erspoint ingof this ising busine: dominance is a “virtuous dollarseach year todist

on to frame es to the new federal lawsuit, | cycle” of ever-improving but deals that utors, including device

charges now is actually a politically-moti- | Google is hkcly to make a case that it lns consumer experiences, give itS seal rch manufaclurcrs such as
vated move by Barr. In my view, Barr has fmarket and is, therefore, not a major | and then

‘made his politics apparent in many other | plybybuildingabetter product thanothers. | monopol tool default-use Ub mre]essL rrierssuchas

fi idn't need th it his | Itwill pointtooneof ancarlier | But ATA&T, T-Mobile,and Veri-

fealty to US President Donald Trump. The | case the DOJ filedand Microsoft | be a This  Status are NOW  zon.andbrowserdevelop-

specifics of the DOJ's suit have beeninthe | Incinthe1990s. Thiswasaround Microsoft. | time, the DOJ's focus is N ers such as Mozilla and
‘makingforalong time. It'snosurprise that | bundlingitsown Explorer webbrowser at | narrow: Google may have  LINCl@r scrutiny  opera T me]v By

Google'sstock price has held up.

thecostof Netscape's Navigaton) along with
its whichat the

That said, it is important to

the DOJ's suit. any
areas of technology and regulators have
fined it billions of dollars before. A lay
observer of events may think this is yet
another repeat of the suits that have been
filed in Europe, Australia, and even by Amer-
ica's 50 individual states.

Theactual result
of the lawsuit, however, didn't change the
status quo much. People continued to use
Explorer until a better alternative came

earned its position hon-
estly, but itis maintaining

tatu |

engine,and,inmany cases,

itselfand deny it to others,
Gougle unlawfully maintains its monopo-

itillegally, inlarge part by distrib-

utors. The DOJ says: “For a general search

engine, by far the most effective means of

distribution is to be the preset default gen-
ribution ist osctde

along,in
Pastfinesby the European Union, Austra-
lia and other jurisdictions have hardly

dealing with Google’s competitors. Some of
these agreements also require distributors

lies. Thi the DOJ suit
pointsoutand is goingafter Google for.
Given that America’s current law does not

toaccept abundle of Google apps and fea-
ture them on devices in prime positions

change the default, they rarely do. This

where are most likely to start

their internet searches.

cover
Google may even win in court. But this will
hopefully lead to more nuanced regulation
inthe future. Here's lookingat you, America.



