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‘WORDLY WISE
DISCORD IS THE GREAT ILL OF MANKIND; AND
TOLERANCE IS THE ONLY REMEDY FOR IT.
— VOLTAIRE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL
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Farm bills usher in needed reform but by bulldozing Opposition,
government does disservice to reform and Parliament

The opening

&

L

in Doha

Search for durable peace in Afghanistan will not succeed
unless all parties relinquish entrenched thinking

VIvVEK KAaTjU

THEENORMITY OFthe challenges confronting
intra-Afghan talks that commenced in Doha
on August 12 can only be appreciated if they
are placed in the context of the turmoil that

STWOOFTHI

afterall three

nes of

werecleared by Lok
uproar and chaos amid an Opy

inthe week,
position protest inside the Upper House,

rerfourand
ahalf decades. For the first time, far-reaching
cl\anges involving the polity are being at-

fed throughaialogue without thegun be-
ingthesol

pandemicin Punjaband Haryana, awalkout by

of one of the BIP's oldest

partners, SAD, from the NDA ministry. What should have been a moment o pause and

preparefor

tit,

lly. And for

this disfigured and disfiguring moment, the government cannot blame the Opposition
alone. While the opposition parties may be seizing the visible unrest in sections of the

farmers toscore a political point, the factis that

the government has wielded a bludgeon

when it could have used the subtle powers of Parliament. In fact, the forcible ramming

throughof

Opposition,

be it a discussion, a dlvlslon of votes ora reference to a select committee, underlines a

sobering ‘may

term, butit does notappear to

have as yet understood theiimportance of Paliament, and o playing by ts rules.

InParliament, ittoo, it

winner takesall.Ina

the

racy, however, there are, there must be, checks

and balances, spaces for the politic

d forge c

and respect for the minority. There must

for Already,

thegreateronus

been truncated. But if the government uses the abbreviated time only to push through
legislation — be it the consequential and crucial farm bills or The Industrial Relations

Code Bill, 2020, which could water down the ri

establishments — giving short shrift to the need to listen to the

ights and protections of workers in small

untry has
of the monarchy, a nationalist dictatorship,
communist rule, the mujahideen era, the
Taliban's Islamic Emirate and the current
Islamic Republic. It has also experienced al-
most three decades of the presenceof foreign
forcesand outsideinterference, especially from
Pakistan. The balance of Afghan society and

operation. That, none of
‘who had fo deal with the Talban after 9/11
were willingtodo.
While the Taliban is largely cohesive, the
U P ¢

eas
the talks progress. The Taliban would fear that
if cadres are not used, they may just fritter
away. Also, Kabul would not take them seri-

tial election was deeply flawed. The declara-
tionof president, AshrafGhan,

ously ifitlost the ability to inflict damage. For
the movement, power sharing, especially at

the Centre, maynotbeasim-

asvictor

portant as of some provinces,

cept his rival Dr Nbdullah s the hesdof the
Peace and Reconciliation Council, implying
thathewould have toshareauthority indeci-
sion-making in the peace negotiations. Also,
other members of the Kabul team represent
civilsociety andother poliica ores includ-

aprospectKabul will be chary about, irrespec-
tive of the facts on the grount

Atits core the Taliban is Pushtun.Its treat-
ment of non-Pushtun Afghan ethnicities dur-
ingits rule generated hatred and fear among
them. Since then it has tried to put forward a

ingthe:
nities to the 1 lahban and others to create dis-
unity in theirranks.

e most significant

pa
ing some headway in a few non-Pushtun ar-
eas. However,old fears remain strong among

polity, shakenin 1 /s de-
parture, has never been restored. Instead,
sharpening ethnic divides, extremist ideolo-
giesand theologies, large migration to foreign
lands, internal displacement, spread of nar-
cotics and violence have become endemic. At
thesame time, over the past 15 years,asection
of Afghan urban youth linked to the world
through the social media wants more open
systems within an Islamic framework.
Negotiators representing the Taliban and
the rest of the Afghan political establishment
andtheirmasters bearin large or small meast-
rethe psychological and, in some cases, physic-
alscarsofthis painful history. Hence, the search
for durable peace and stability will not succeed

f the peo-

answer the Opposition’

tion's highest delberative forum to a mere learing house, Inan

questions, it would be reducing the na-

forei-
gn patrons, especially Pakistan, are willing to

pan-

demic, amid an economic downturn like no other, and with a grave face-off with China

d denial of

thinking.
If they fail to do so, the talks will fail too. This
mayresulti i i

on the border, this short- debate,

for MPs and

Opposition to have their say, shrinks the possibilities of demacracy to find a way out.
Of course, the farm bills do not merit the fears they appear to have stoked. Only the
monopoly of the APMCs is sought to be dismantled, not the MSP regime. In any case,

uctures,splinteringof the Afghanarmed forces
and higher levels of violence and criminality.

As the talks begin, the Taliban is in a posi-
tionofstrength Ifthe Kabul-based Afghan po-

amid the

ral produce,

che bills il only putin plce an enbling rchitecturefo a lter much-needed eform.

Tt needs to be
ment Wl“ first have to show that it is willing to

. But for it to be heard out, the govern-
listen.

TOWARDS TOLERANCE

There is a slow but certain

shiftin the Arab Gulf.

South Asia must recognise and support it

STHEWORLD'S Jewish

RoshHashanah, the tra-

ditional New Year, over

‘the United

quarter— the Arab Gulf. Tt

and Bahrain — which recently normalised ties with Israel under the so-
called Abraham Accolds — tweeted lhen best wlshes in Hebrew and

English. Th

nert The region’s

tolerance of non-Islamicfaiths has seenasharp

dec]me inrecent decades amidst the rise

of radical politicalIslam that threatened the Arab Gulf kingdoms. Many Gulfrulers ap-

of theiragendaathome,

extrem-

Israel

istideology totherrest of theworld,

and lendinga eligious dimension to conflicts around the world involving Muslims.

republicand had kept the Taliban confined to
asmall area, it would have had the upper
hand. That has not been so. Indeed, the Taliban
‘with Pakistani support has shown remarkable
resilience and has gained great confidence. It
has inflicted a strategic defeat on the world's
pre-eminent power. To effectively tackle them,
American troops would have had to enter
Pakistan territory and carry out a sustained

As the talks begin, the
Taliban is in a position of
strength. If the Kabul-based
Afghan political class had
succeeded in consolidating
the republic and had kept
the Taliban confined to a
small area, it would have
had the upper hand. That
has not been so. Indeed, the
Taliban with Pakistani
support has shown
remarkable resilience and
has gained great confidence.
It has inflicted a strategic
defeat on the world’s pre-
eminent power. To
effectively tackle them,
American troops would
have had to enter Pakistan
territory and carry out a
sustained operation. That,
none of the three presidents
who had to deal with the
Taliban after 9/11 were
willing to do.

ations will relate to the nature of Islam in

many non- pecially in the cites. It
wm have taddres theseconcerns.

of the Islamic
Republic, adopted in 2004, begins with the
d

thi
ialogue begind? Ceary Indlan polcymale

ly Tslam”. It

thatthe

The
“Taliban accept Hanafi jurisprudence like the
‘majority of Afghans butbelieve that thelslamic

was getting international legitimacy. Even
whithekabulautoriiesweretyingloper
suadethe’

alongwith rl|sl0ned Pashtun social codes must

continued to shun it. It saw the snuanan in

be followed. That mani-

the Taliban

blackand

faiths, other
Islamicmazhabs, genderissues,social conduct
and apparel and even facial hair.

Itis almost impossible to predict how
common ground can be found to accommo-

resulted inIndia putting itselfinto a cornet. It
could have continued to strengthen its ties
withKabulandatthe same time openedinks
with the Talban. Diplomatic contradictions

sues of religious interpretation and social
codes. Goodwill among the negotiators and
leaders buttressed with creative Islamic ju-
risprudence and scholarship would be
needed. Atthe same time the Taliban leader-
ship and Pakistan would be aware that de-
spite its strategic defeat and desperation to
withdraw, the US retains the capacity tode

them the fruits of “victory”. Also, the third
decade of this century in not the last decade
of the last millennium; the world has been

All other major powers
were dmng so.InIndia’s case, this was espe-
cially needed because the Taliban was sig-
nalling that it was not a Pakistani proxy. That
assertion should have been tested.

External Affairs Minister Jaishankar cor-
rectly emphasised that the talks should be
Afghan owned and led. In addition, India
should also stress that in the interests of
Afghanistan and the region the talks mustsuc-
ceed, that their failure would be catastrophic
for the Afghan people and the region.Finally.

lhe Tallban ﬂexﬂ:rle is zn |mpundemble The

that India would
policy of fostering close ties with any legiti-

once

sions on political issues and calcodes
However laudable it may be, it would be

unrealistic to expect the Taliban to agree toa

Thewriterisformer Indian Ambassador
toAfghanistan

SCHOLAR AND ARTIST

Kapila Vatsyayan sought the worlds of scholarship and practice with equal passion

LEELA SAMSON

THE DIVIDE BETWEEN scholarship in the

runs deep. limag-

‘The Arab Gulf, however, has b da message. Si
of the Abrah: ords last i nrr il Gulf medi; the
history of i between the Arabs and Jews. One of

the most significant recent statements on religious tolerance came from the Imam of the

ine thal itisn'tjust an Indian phenomenon.
Butit can easily tip overina country like ours
because of the existence of a large number
of ancient texts on every subject under the

Abdul Rahman al adi

Grand Mosque in Mecca. Earlier practice
course on the Islamict t i
onProphet living proof of the survival of these ancient

as signalling Saudi ethink on ties with Isael. Restrictions on religious freedom are the
strongest in Saudi Arabia. A definitive change in Saudi Arabia may
but the signs are more hopeful than at any time in recent memory.

practices, be they religious, artistic, craft or
customs; and because of our diversity,

erta
Accords. Saudi Arabia's ¢

forexample,

stepsat
new thinking was in the UAE, where

The most visit the
ctive

state policy. It has allowed the construction of a Hindu (emple in Abu Dhabi, hos(ed the
The UAE

which ay
of practising the forms, Many artists who
fancifully tried to straddle these two worlds
have found themselves ostracised by both
scholars and gurus. In India, a local motor-
mechanic whois perhaps formally unedu-
cated is called ustad or dada for his under-
standingofthe eartbeatofanengineandis

Pope, andisnow lettingthe

complexin Abu Dhabi will host. with
achurch

isti i of Arabi.

of peaceful

arded toaguru. Such
i the respect for  practitioner

Kapila Vatsyayan straddled both these
worlds and sought them out with an equal
d vigour.In the last few decades,

isnowit:

elfto

ance. Supporting the Arab turn to tolerance will hopefully help South Asia to reclaim s
owntradition of religious coexistence and harmony.

she included an even wider discourse in the
social sciences and art — in social, political
and economic theories, as they influenced so-
et et
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uals. Anthropology, archaeology, iconogra-
phy. human geography, linguistics and social
history — she saw how these roads met and
linked them in a way few can. The building
and subsequent support of art institutions
was a cause she believed in. She thought of

herself as an artist, a dancer.

Unfortunately, when you live a long and
fruitful life as she did, your disappointment
inmenand mattersincreases with each pass-
ingyear. And that is not merely because your
eyesight or hearing s failing you, especially
in the auditoria of our time when the music

met them, she knew of heir writingsand had
absorbed their theories.

Young artists like me, who had been
trained in the old gurukulams or with the
stalwart gurus of the early decades after
Independence, but had started our perform-
ing lives in Delh, often met her scrupulous

jarring.It 3
in your youth, been fortunate to have seen
the great gurus perform in the remotest cor-
nersof India, in (he humble, yet aesthetic sur-

eye. Herlect
overour heads. She was seen at functions and
performances, but despised “the front row
syndrome” of Delhi. Instead, even at the India

localtem- Centre,
ples, guruku]as caunyarm inmonasteries,  at the back row and leave at will. It was al-
. Thatisartof ~ waysa pri drop youacom-

anulher hue. One thatis not self-conscious.
One that i given freely, not to an audience,
Ihoughthelemaybeone butbecauseitisan

ment or criticism, later, in private.
Once at a Natya Kala Conference in
Chennai, Sadanam Balakrishnan, a great

Kapiki wasa alperson andshe frowned
quiteabit. You knew that she was caughtup

in abhinaya. People were deeply moved, she
amongst them. She came on stage and asked

inaworld of thought he had

Kapilaji was a tall person,
she frowned quite a bit. You
knew that she was caught up
in a world of thought and
philosophy. She had little
time for the mundane. Yet
she was gentle when she
thought you needed her
good counsel.

tle when she thought you needed her s

counsel. Then she looked you straight in the
eye and asked pertinent questions. She usu-
ally knew what was worrying you. She had
seentheoffices and corridors of the Ministry
of Culture. She had worked under
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay in the Sangeet
Natak Akademi. She had seen the great mu-

the audience whether the how
he had produced the rasa. The obvious reac-
tion was he performed abhinaya or facial ex-
pression, augmented by an elaborate use of
hastamudras and thus told the story. She dis-
agreed. She said that to produce the rasa he
had used his breath and that he had brought
colour and expression to his face through his
verybreath. And thatis whatan audience must
appreciate. Suchasharpand sensitivemindis

seums in the West, visited the
of artacross the Subcontinentand most of all,
interacted with the sharpest intellects and

ly tobe seen for

The writer is former director, Kalakshetra,
i angeet. Akad

. If she had not

SEPTEMBER 21,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM TALKS LIMBO

The Union government is hopeful of a pack-
age solution to the problem of foreign na-
tionals incorporating some of the points
suggested by the home ministry and others
mooted by the Assam agitation leaders
during the four-day talks. The minister of
state of home affairs, Yogendra Makwana
said that there will be a package deal “ac-
ceptable to them and involving give and
take on both sides”. But the Assam groups
do no share this optimism. Both the AASU
and the AAGSP continue to maintain that
the NRCand the 1952 electoral rolls should
form the basis of determining nationality.
The home minister, however, suggested

that all electoral rolls since 1952 and
all Census reports should be taken into
account.

POLISH WORRIES FOR US
THE US SECRETARY of State, Edmund
Muskie said that the USA is monitoring the
situation regarding the movement of Soviet
troops in the western parts of the Soviet
Union and East Germany. Washington is
plainly nervous about possible Soviet
‘moves into Poland. Any such incursion
would evoke sharp reaction from the US
which has not recovered from the
Soviet move into Afghanistan. Though the
Soviets have always had more of a presence

New Delhi

in Poland as compared to Afghanistan,
the current situation is Warsaw is
different given that the Polish trade
union leader Lech Walesa shared a
platform with the Republican leader
Ronald Reagan.

CHAPPALS FOR RAO
CHAPPALS WERE HURLED at Karnataka
Chief Minister R Gundu Rao as he arrived
to inaugurate a community hall in Gadag
in Hubli district. One of the missiles hit the
chief minister. The Janata Party had organ-
ised a black flag demonstration against ris-
ing prices and inadequate water supply in
the region of Gadag.
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WHAT THE (YI'HERS SAY

“Trouble with p
BBC from thel begmnmg."

these have dogged the
—THE GUARDIAN

Emerging from the abyss

India will have to swim against the tide to capture the shrinking pie of global trade. This requires fast-
tracking reforms to improve the investment climate and attract investments

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI

‘GOINGBY THE flurry of revisions n forecasts
sincethe National Statistical Office (NSO) an-
nounced that gross domestic product (GDP)
inthe April-June period had shrunk by 24 per
cent, a much deeper hit to Indian economy
this fiscal appears certain now.

We, for one, have revised our real GDP
‘growth forecast for India this fiscal to(-)9 per
cent from (-) 5 per cent projected earlier in
May. This revision, however, is not premised
onfirst quarter data—our projectionat(-)25
percentwas anyway close toNSO's estimate
—asmuchason the unfettered spread of the
COVID-19 infections and the inadequate fis-
cal stimulus convulsing the economy. Besides,
unless inflation climbs down below 6 per
cent,the Reserve Bankof Indiawould be con-
strained from cutting rates.

A things stand, ill the time a vaccine s
found and mass distributed, forecasting the

economic environment, and as a conse-
quence, decision-making, will be dominated
by what John Kay and Mervin King, in their
recent ook, refer to as “radical

The ector s likely to re-

cover faster than services with face-to-face

contacttourem hosptlty,and sports).

which continue to be restrained by regula-
ions and a likely

— asituation in which we know something
but not enough to act with confidence. And

tory
nskaverse behavloumfconsumers tillavac-
cineis d. Countries such as

that too when the stakes are high. If the ex-
perience of the last few months s any guide,

China,which have already emerged from the
pandemic,bear this out — demand for such

it will indeed be a very transi-
tion to what I

openingup.

Y
August-end show a recovery vis-3-vis the
first quarter. But they remain in contrac-
tionary phase, indicating that the economic
contraction will continue in the second
quarter, though not as severe. We expect
the economy to contract by 12 per cent in

PMirising faster in August.

‘The rural economy, representing almost
half of the Indian economy, appears to have
held up somewhat better than its urban
counterpart largely because of normal agri-
cultural performance and the rural tilt of
government’s support. This shows up inde-

2 ereto
peak out by October, GDP growth could
move into mildly positive territory towards
the end of this fiscal.

As was the case in the deep downturns
in the past, 2021-22 could see a sharp me-
chanical lift from the deep trough this fis-
cal. Milton Friedman’s “Plucking Model”
could be used to explain if such a recovery
does take place next fiscal in the absence of
anotable fiscal push. Friedman compares

‘mand for products with rural h
as tractors, motorcycles and fast moving
consumergoods. But rural wages remain de-
pressed and remittances are likely to have
been hit due to reverse-migration.
Moreover, the pandemic's rapid spread to
rural areas can challenge the rural story.

‘The critical question now is what hap-
pens to medium-term growth prospects af-
ter the next fiscal.

Datatill the 1990s shows thatin most in-

an —while

tances, growth in India and

itbounce:

that the medium-te h has

back thereafter. This has been used to ex-
plam the economic ecovery n parts of
ial crisis (“The

not gone majorly off-track even after a deep
hit to the economy. During the global fi rnan-
cial cris

‘Plucklng Model of recessions and recover-
ies” by Gregory Claeys and Thomas Walsh).

Quite in sync, we see India'’s growth re-
bounding to 10 per centin2021-22,onavery
‘weak base and with some help from the ris-
ing global tide that willlftall boats. The key

slipto 6.7 per cent per year from 7.9 per cent
in the preceding five years. But, world GDP
growth also slowed by a similar magnitude
1037 per cent from the pre-crisis rate of 49
per cent. The pre-crisis phase was an indeed
anabnormal oneforthe world economy and

vaccine  the:
ineaty 2021 intheabsenceolwhichallocts . coudt onomies
areoff.Evenso, real GDF wp halfthe pace post the crisis.

to the 2019-20 level in 2021-22. The econ- ‘The current crisis, however, has no paral-

omy will suffer a permanent loss of 13 per
cent of GDP which works out to Rs 30 lakh

leland brings withitmassive uncertainty and
lngeringbelaiouralshifs ot exerinced

2021-22 canbe highly misleading.

India. India s facing this cri-
sis on a weak wicket, with growth slowing,

CRSasikumar

investments falling, and a stressed financial
sector—ithasbeen hitthe hardestamongits
contemporary.

The manufacturing sector has been in
recession since the second quarter of the last
fscal,long before the pandemic truck.

the share of

A slippery slope

Freedoms exercised by all mediums disseminating
news are the cornerstone of our republic. They
have onerous responsibilities to discharge

KarIL S1BAL

ing these channels. Fourth, is the reach of
such mainstream media whose salacious
appetites are whetted by display of diatribes
polluting minds, thereby serving the cause
of aparticularideological mindset. Fifth, the
increase in TRPs results in increased adver-
tisement revenues, which again fuels such
bloodbaths for yet another encounter.
Opposition to setting standards for pro-
grammesin the electronic mediaasthat will
impact*“freedom of the press”, in fact, means
that the government does not wish the

ATLAST, Aray of hope. O 16,the
Supreme Court gramed interim stay, pre-

riesof ideological
mmdsets polluting young minds and serv-
ing desi

telecast-
ingthe programme! UPSC]:had".As themat-
ter is sub-judice, it would not be fair to
‘commentéither on the contentor the qual-
ity of the programme. The Court analysed

Democratic freedoms exercised by all
mediums disseminating news are the cor-
nerstone of our republic. However, such
mediums have onerous responsibilities to

consti-

istence of communities, India being a melt-
ing potof diverse cvil

isations and cultures.
The petition, seeking to prohibit its broad-
cast, was moved by five distinguished citi-

o

First, ofviewsare
heard for the public to be informed — the
essence of freedom of speech. Second, it
saves young minds from being polluted.
Mhird, o deologial mindset i wanonly
served Fourth,anchors

in the

donotfuel agend: attheroot

draw for
electronic media. This ray of hopewill bere-
alised if the Supreme Court mandates the
setting-upof Citizens'Panel for TV channels

ofour democraticvalues.
‘Thatapar,itisimperative thatthestruc-
ture of media, which allows for such out-

viewed conform to the standards that the
court may prescribe and evolve in the con-

ofour
constitutional freedoms. Perhaps, free
speechisnotalways“fe”sinceitisfelled
b

textof our values. The road
ahead isa lippery slope. While we cherish

y ests. Free speech is
tantedifbusinesshouseswho wihtopro-

tecttheirempi

the freedom of speech as a
right,

farbe-

in gross value added fell from 18.1 per cent
2018 19 to 17.4 per centin 2019-20. GIVEn

‘The parameters for such standards which
i i d the

iLse]f thmugh contributions so that inde-

that

tial hit, with the government's ability and
the private sector's willingness and ability
to invest impaired, medium-term growth
potential is likely to trend lower in the base
case scenario. That said, India’s medium-
term growth trajectory will be largely influ-
enced by domestic factors as the global en-
vironment will be less favourable.

The received wisdom is that in the post-
pandemic world order, relentless pursuit of
efficiency will take a back seat as other con-
siderations such as resilience and reliahi]ity

And thi

lved in exercising it have

ur na-
nunal leaders ‘would write editorials to en-

oneis  sure that i voices of those
noteclipsed by the other. seeking freedom are heard. But in the 21st
centur i ingto
silence inthe elec-
h
of the press, leading to di onse- The

quences, amounting to exercising control
over the media. For this government to es-
pouse the cause of freedom of the press and
pretend to be its votary is ironic, given the
perception that the present establishment
has sought to silence and control the media
fartoooften,

aTV channel requires enormous resources,
While the voices that pollute are part of a
significant section of mainstream media,
those who have no platform for exercising
free speech are now part of the social me-
dia. That is yet another problem which the
Court will have to deal with in the near fu-

celenaungtrend of de—globahsanon couldre- ‘We know that mais lectronic  ture. Th social media is such that

i i ingexist- ~ even there, armies are employed to serve

form. For hasindia ing guidelines. The fourth estate ~ partisan ends: Independent voices are

the hit to global supply chains may limit the was conceived to act as a watchdog of the  sought to be silenced. But social media is

In the post-pandemic world of i through this years, sig- con-
order, relentless pursuit of route. Indiawill have to swim against the tide nificant players in electronic  tent| . Fake
efficiency will take a back ;9 capture the shrinking pie of global trade. instead of disc respon-  news, c hz\‘/’vm m.le

seat as other considerations
such as resilience and
reliability take precedence.
And this, along with the
accelerating trend of de-
globalisation, could reduce
reliance on supply chains in
the current form. For
developing countries such as
India, the hit to global
supply chains may limit the
opportunity of
industrialising through this
route.

the investment climate and attract invest-

ments, relocating away from China.
Policymaers will need to take more

steps to address the current pain by raising

of being lap dogs with flying colours. If the
fourth estate functions in tandem with the
ideology of the ruling class,extolling virtues
ofits policies and taking forward its agenda

the print media is regula[ed by law, social
media platforms epitomise lawlessness.
‘They cannot be regulated as many operate
under the maskof anonymity.Global play-

spending to support:
and small businesses and services that have
been debilitated by the pandemic. This will
strengthen the recovery process and may
also help contain the damage to the produc-
tive capacity of the economy. Together with
accelerated efficiency enhancing reforms,
this can create conditions for a sustainable
push to growth over the medium run.
Fingers crossed.

The writeris chief economist,
CRISIL Limited

hes onscreen, where
the anchor acts as a votary of the ruling es-
tablishment's policies and positions, stich
an outcome has certain unsavoury conse-
quences. First, the voice of dissent is not al-
lowed any space in mainstream electronic
‘media. It is silenced whenever a contrary
point of view is expressed. Second, the
shoutingbrigade,singingthe tune of thean-.
chor, is given undue space and time which
leads toabiased outcome. Third, the blood-
bath on such channels, leads to an increase
inTRPs, enriching the business houses fund-

tims of social
media have no recourse tolaw.

Itis time for the state to ensure that our
republicis not defaced and damaged by
shrill voices and agendas masquerading in
the name of free speech. It s time for the
courtstostand upand hold the scales of jus-
tice, making sure that they are balanced
evenly. Otherwise, the tilt may endanger
freedomitself

The writer asenior Congress leader;
isaformer Union minister

Self-reliance for self-esteem

Action plans should be prepared to ensure success of Atmanirbhar Bharat project

i
DURGA SHAKTI NAGPAL

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ANGRY FARMERS

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Harsimrat
will quit ministry to protest farm Bills,
Sukhbir tells Lok Sabha' (IE,
September 18). Union Minister Food
Processing i il Kaur

COVID-19 took very little time to spread
across the world economy.

including MSMES For example,the pharma-

trade has been constricted and global

ply chains have, by and large, been dis-
rupted. Each nation has been left to fend for
itself. India’s dependence on other coun-
tries has been exposed in several areas. The
country should now refocus on manufac-
turmg. and be self reliant.

all

70 per centof

itsraw d
‘Thereis thusthe justifiable question: Isthe
thoughtof unre-

anumber of Opposition leaders including

chief ministers of a few states have sup-

ported it. There seems to be no shortage of

polmcal will to execute the mission. Even,
then

alistic enthusiasm? Of course, it may not be

feasible to replace all Chinese imports in the

nearfuture. It may alsobe debatableif theend

goalisto replace the entire chain of imports
loreover,

the reforms would re-
quire innovative ways to overcome day to
day obstacles and challenges.

countable for timely delivery. Its other im-
portant targets will include scaling up and
setting up of acertain number of companies/
industries/manufacturing units over a fixed
time period. The authority will also setupa
24X7 facilitation centre to help the existing
and the newcomer companies and resolve
their doubts and disputes. This agency will

Here  offer a few broad suggestions to
i and

inaspirit of acc First,

creating public aware-

to fellowlnd!ans tobe* ’\local furlu:al”m May.

apprehend, a popullst demand for dumping
allthatis of Chil

notonly tobuy and use local products, butto
alsotake pridein promoting them, The Centre
announced a well-considered programme,
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (ANBA), as
part of the post-pandemic economic revival

. Rs 20lakh crore (10 per cent of India’s

soon. Nevertheless, expem andmdus[nalls[‘s
doassert that the ANB: initia-

action plan should be drawn by the Niti
Aayog listing all possible categories of tar-
gets under the ANBA and the Vocal for Local

Mission. A agency will review

orrection to ensure that

tive and gives India the toem-
bark on the self-reliance drive.

Amajor partof the Vocal for Local mission
rests on the MSMES. These enterprises have,

GDI purpose.
Isee self-reliance asa synonym for self-
esteem. Only aself-reliant nation canserve

! ‘ oo,

byand large, struggling forsur-
vival. But the reforms announced as part of
the ANBA — collateral free credit, expanding

place

vide them with choices. A content nation
can also contribute to the welfare of other
counties with a sense of self-pride. The

exclusively for it, the proposal that govern-
‘ments will pick up equity stakes inenterprises
that show growth potential — should put
them ona strongerfooung

COVID-related presures and the nfort-
port

partner, China, present a rare oppor[umty

will becreation, oﬂargpscaleempluymentu;y

no delay is allowed to build.

Second, each state/UT will developan ac-
tion plan in consonance with the umbrella
plan — with a similar agenda and a robust

Another group in the district authority
will e tasked tolay out detailed norms and
guidelines on safe working conditions in
each sector. It will be responsible for mat-
terselated toworkers' families welfare, par-
ticularly in respectof health, education, and
decent civic conditions.

The state/ UT and district authorities
shouldbe headed by afew hand- picked off-

mechanism. A reated

byeachstate will be responsible for the imple-

‘mentation of the action plan, as well as run-
i day-to-dayb:

cers. Thi yy inviting volun-
teers from amongst the eligible officers, The
state government wilfaciltate regularinter-

sis. It will also conduct regular studies to
identify local and global market trends andiin-
vite competitive solutions to meet marketde-
mands. Third, each district (or a group of dis-
tricts) will work out a more detailed action
plan, ground

for India to reinventitself,
ereare,

nd unskilled

‘workforce. Astronger

level officers and

keeping in view the country’s $65 billion
‘worth of imports from China alone. Most of

alsolead to positivespinoffsrelated to thesup-
ply-purchaseoflocal raw materialand capac-

The district action plan should incorpo-

ac district
develop sector-speci strategies.

Badal's resignation is clearly due to
pressure from farmers from the state
of Punjab. This will be the first chink in
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
Ied Natmnal Democraﬂc Alliance

IDEAS

ETS:
CHINMAYISHALYA

'S armour vis-a-vis
the ungomg protests over its three
agriculture-related bills. This chink
will surely widen further if the top
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leadership
refuses to come down off its high
horse to find an amicable solution to
farmers’ anger. This is because farmers
from other states including Haryana
are also up in arms over these bills.
They all feel that the proposed laws
will leave them at the mercy of un-
scrupulous traders.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

LAW FOR DATA

THIS REFERS TO editorial, 'Data
Insecurity’ (IE, September 18). The for-
mation of a committee to probe the

The ANBA is a mission to empower the
peopleofindia.Itislike a “yagya’, to be per-
formedin that spiritof purity, notonly by the
executive machinery butalso by the people
in placing their faith in the spirit and man-
date of this mission. It will in all likelihood
become a benchmark of how governments

rate the setting up of certain
First, it

terials, components and intermediates re-
uiredinproducing fished goods yalrge

ity buildingof allied

the by dditi 1 D] rat to man-
ANBA. It has a well-defined charter. The  age and pilot the implementation of the
ith li iticis Indeed, and be solely ac-

number of

and their workin
amission mode.

ThewriterisanIAS office. Views

indi-
viduals by a Shenzhen-based infor-
mation technology firm is a step
worth applauding But the newsof the
monitoring of Indian citizens is dis-
turbing. The action by the big-data
Chinese firm further underlines the
need for a strong Personal Data
Protection Bill in India. As digitalisa-
tionis touching new heights each day,
it becomes essential to preserve and

@DIETDILEMMAS:
SHEILAVIR

www.indianexpress.com

protect the data of Indian citizens. A
large percentage of people in India are
not even aware of digital and cyber-
security and how to protect them-
selves. A proactive approach by intro-
ducing a strong Data Protection Bill is
needed.

Ayushi Singh, Agra

REGULATING TECH

‘THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Faith in
the machine' (IE, September 18). As
the importance of technology has
been on the rise, we must be vigilant
— it can be biased and harmful if not
monitored effectively. With such a
tremendous rise in technology, we
will need effective laws to curtail and
prevent any possible misuse or ma-
nipulation by any individual or organ-
isation.

Daksh Solanki, via email

New Delhi
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Regulate social media
on steadfast principles

A regulatory framework for social media looks imminent now. Let's focus on clear rules that

will grant our citizens the rights to privacy and free speech with riders we deem appropriate

government plan tolegislatea
governance model for social
media hasbeenin the works for
months. Last year, a new law was
expected tobe in place by early
4 2020, after consultations among
Covid set that dule back. But
Parliament has re-convened, and the very plat-
forms under public scrutiny appear abuzz with

| MY VIEW | PARALLAX
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A covid guide to flying through
an exasperating jumble of rules

Fliers must deal with useless documents, possibly fictitious apps and other riddles of babu invention

SANDIPAN DEB
15 aformer editor of Financlal Express, and
founder-editor of Open’ and ‘Swaralya

magazines
0“}‘ isdeeply worrying for Indians.
. Allairline websites have s must-

read page sbout rulesannouncedby the

rtravel during these covid

s

them with 4 1

rey lightersin [ And

passports, but J. Allthe
paper went into the dustbin in our Dethi
home.

Ah, compulsorily sticking printed
out baggage tags on our luggage! Just
try stickinga sheet of paper on anylon
or polyester suitcase and making it stay.
Useany tape you want. The result is that
noone bothers. On my three flights, 1
didnot seea single péece of baggage

m

with it Italso

if: ing alighter in your
packet, it must stay there. You can
‘hardly burn down or hijacka plane with
alighter or matchbox. But evenif we
aceept the Indian law as having some
Togic (however inscrutable), most air-
ports inIndia do not have sc
equipment that can de
in your carry-on baggage
name these alrports, bul Thave been

my rucksack for

does not I sense. Bagiage

check-in is asit always was. As usual,
babus make the rules, sitting in their
bhavans, and beave office at 5pm, leeling
satisfied that they have done a good

ithouta problem. The babu s
happy heissued aregulation; and the
citizen has found 3 way oul.

Different sirports have different
security apparatus. In India’s most
de 4 T

day's work of how the citi India
need to be managed.
That nwhy the revalutionary m-[.»

loading that state’s app (m.m, states

the
past weeks 10/ rehaul the entire Indian

{Delhi has been regularly voted as
among the “warld's best” smong air-
ports ofits size), the check-in baggage
screening systems are state-of-the-art.

have their own apps) bureauc And the light Butin air-
ulations. l’!m.uwrrxrrl nkm“wﬂn Nowlo uu-pmnmmmm.lmx ports lnke(.m s, which attracts so much
ment rules—y w0

i )uuh.nulu ,m. I traflic, e Uuuw;hwhal
have baggags tstuck | when the plane takes off. Till date, there | isessentially a manual scanning process
on your luggage, and elderly citizens— | is absolutely no sci thateell- | where one has tolugone’s bags up each
abov are advised not to travel phones interfere in any way with the airline’s specific uphill conveyor belt.

unlessit's an emergency. plane'stake-offelectronics. [n1992, the . expensi ippo lighters that cost
Ihave ulunlhrw dumulh I\mhbm USFederal Aviation i $i
even ifanonymized for a bulk study—with thel G FA lied the i lectronic imw;ldm mMﬂ'l flaurishes.

: h e atated whether pps act procfof; by y
specified third parties tated e ial A rikwas found. ) Ysundih "
upfront. Thisis good, bu(docanul[,uf.l{ Askn:dmullxlul(lnm App.( u)uhl]uﬂ ld not one goes in with thei ised to th
enough. Asa basic principle, all he latest sarkar b d.0fthe | comeupwithany evidence. Butthe FAA | sky like they are being menaced with
ofsuch data must rest with the users who gen- three airports [went to, only Dvlhl lmn-aumls anyway decidedtobanthe | AR-47 'u Kolkata airport, the security
erate it—asa self-evident truth. Inother words, asked me foragreen A a i turnright and
auser should be able to bar even the app’ When1had to ly back with my mother and all airli beyed. th carss him The

owner from access toit. If that means users
mual ﬁnall\' pav fur the use of a platform, then

apressing need for checks and balances. The
case for intervention cannot be overstated.
Over the weekend, waves were made online by
aNetflixdocumentary, The Social Dilemma,
which portrays the perils posed by possibly
addictive and uber-infl: l apps that keep

1 exist. Apps, though, should
bc alluwcd to rcwanl people for parting with
their data, so long as verifiable disclosures are
made on its use. Also, a public data authority
should need at least a judicial warrant to trace
pry open private chats, ete; and the

usintouch. Amongothers, it cites Soshana
Zuboff, author of The Age of Surveillance
(‘apllalum which raised an alarm in 2018 over
“persuasive tech”. Several Big Tech insiders
have since flagged the risk of a dystopia that
features a “futures market” for forecasts of user
emotions and actions. No matter how over-
done such worries may be, these platforms
surely need regulation. The threat that hate
speech poses our social cohesion is reason
enough. We need a law that assures us all our
rights to privacy and free speech, lhouj,h with

securily exigencies that may justify suchan
intrusion should be spelt out.

On content moderation, the sovereign
norms that we frame for M)Cldl mediashould
not fall victim to arbi i

beit

trom Kolkata to Delhi, 1bought her a
smartphone just to load Aarogya Setu
onit. Noone in Kululaumml checked.

anl \uumlhmklh.ll they want
yousafe. I out them, not us.
The pz-nm«mn tocarry ol
h il

Well,
to. now Jearn the joys of selfies and
WhatsApp. My mother is 80, and it was
emengency travel, so I gotadoctor’s

case. as faras T know (1 may be wrong).
India does not permit cigarette |
or ither in booked

certificate to that effect. No one asked
for anything.

We dows llll)ld( d)wl! -declaration
forms ol g theairline

gage or carry-on. This isanother case of
bu overreach.
InEurope oe the US, Lhave

website, printed them out, along with
i id test results, and carried

matchbox. Thvl 'll.mssp(wuhml
Security

by a private or public du(-m —ofwhatis okay
and what is not. Regardless of avowals by plat-
forms on the integrity of their own processes,
we should lay down the red lines on free
speech and hold them accountable for viola-
tions. We already have a democratic basis for
n:lmmls Broadly, free speech is fine, but not

ml‘tl} curbs placed by our Constis
diary stufl. Thereisa le for aban

on yelling “fire” in a closed hall, and a version
ofitappliesto various online settings as well.

Onuser privacy, those who ticked away their
consent without reading an app's usage terms
may not have alegal right to feel ripped off, but
reportson the abuse of personal data have
stirred valid outrage. Misuse simply has to be
stopped. Under consideration, it appears, isa
rule that would have apps ask for the expli
go-ahead of users before sharing their data—

ifiti: vor lesthe rights of
others inother ways. Multi-media messages
may need special guidelines. Clarity on these
would be crucial. With highly polarized views
\\llhm the country on what is fake. and what is
erous, we cannot afford ambi egis
nshould ideally be the uulcumc uf a
public debate aimed at forgmg anational con-
sensus on harmful content. And, yes, weneed a
light touch. As we act to rein social media back,
we must avoid the pitfalls of both uneven law
application and regulatory overkill.

| MY VIEW | M

10 DEARS 6O
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L

Ourairports have improved ncredi-
bly inthe last 20 years. But why can't we
still get our act together on simple
things? From covid regulations which
turm out to be either pieces of useless
paper or possibly Bietitious apps, to rules.
that much of the developed world sees
A UnnECessdl nd which we don't
even have the equipment to imple-
ment? [{s not rocket science; just
simple rational thinking.

But that may be too much tw ask of
our babudom.

l_JUQE A !EQ‘MBB!‘—I

Social media has taken
over in America to such
an extreme that to get
my own kids to look back
aweekin their historyis

miracle, let alone
100 years.

STEVEN SPIELBERG

-

Why social media isn’t really the real villain of this age

MANU JOSEPH

lewho beli

peopl
never ask what i behind a heroic action.

The “ethicists” accuse social media of
manipals uu,humanpuulmlu@ But thisis

othat y
I:s noactivist dec

tha

“This is from the novel If on a Winter's

isajournafist, and a novelist,
mast recently of 'Miss Lalla,
Armed And Dangerous’

Auh«wn startofth y.the b ry business, including ible witl use of suicide dat: Nighta Traveler by Italo C: I\1xm|mbh~ln«l
imply that th hindustry is ﬁlrrxming., pl.llfunm and \‘ﬂuuxl_s of llwr‘l.lmmpl\ that peoplekill | in1979, and the whine against social media
not evil by design. But soon lhvdmulm'n food indusiry players that permeate the | themselves because of the emotions | today is exactly the same. In any age. 3
ary appH y h i 3 “real” d risk unlmshudln scial media lament of
™ he Social Dilemma is a dm umentary iresh ire vilkad by Soci . Th i ionof is claims lhxl the world i is worried xnal)usu(lhn \mrld. buI ul)m llu u riter's
Bi that conveys you ha\c S dei h ial chology is also the Incon- st b
ard many times, but with media o v .md (.ruuglv: and ulh!‘h ulqauwu of all ans, but Beware the trast, he says, when the ln trying to nuke the power of suu.d
! ic. The factsi ! then these arts have failed bicyele appeared, our | medsa sound tenifying the documentary
te, it seems, to Huu}nanﬂ.n.whnhmmuldea\l on this front because they ancestors had not com- lstarwho
; lirednigned | mentary.lseven smnnbychiupo. _aPpealofa ¢ When dedo believe that
k b s y | media Without thi 1 | mote dud self merged, the | st Thisissymbolicof thesham this docu-
from “real world™, a superior place where | the transmission of its existence byuo«l -of- | bores who never ask, documentary sanctimonious dismissedit | mentary itselfis.
people drink barkey and eat sugarwith real | mouth on social media, the documentary | “What do you want?” thatclaimsto  ssafrivolityofthewealthy |  Unlike that basketball star, you do not
friends.oesay “Whit supr toreal scquaint= | would have been doomed. Hypoerisy in | TheSocial Dilemmaitset vouth. Poet John Keats | believeth dis flat. Why?
their sk g “irony manipulates human psy- @ agains( what @lledit*the nothing ofits | and mental health of a person has an over-
there are moreinteresting peoplearound. |  The “ethicists”ofthedocumentaryinevi- | chology in very obvious v It was deemed dan- | arching influence on what news he or she
Everythingelseabout the documentaryis | tably tell you that if you're not paying for | ways. Itexploitstheempti- it has no qualfns gerous. Books, too, hoeri- | will consume. The platform itselfis inconse-
lod A disk i media content, th nessinsabaried people who R fied people once. quential. Your choice of disinformation will
aband of “good guys” who were partofthe | tomer, “you're ; see hope in every email, doing itself The “ethicists” of every | neverbethatthe Earthis flat;itis likely tobe
hindustry th d Imediaand | claim your time is harvested for “advertis- | and the nameless grief of era have always whined | more sophisticated —that Russia influenced
Ge u-l« S irstock | ens”, i ey by hmnl Ih( bored, and the fear of about lhvvu» umucw)(ld thelast \IXI(‘IKIII[INAKH itial el«mm or
rich today, of The New York Times ot The G: tsth umr il and about b thewon- | that
Appcarh-luwlm out BB{: the rev ered products of their l)pc it . L derful i . Guesstheeraofthe | humanitarianism,
I lead by Tristan hopl novel thi 1 | from: “Long novels “How doyou wake up from the matrix> a

uum a l)pu of man wh calls himself an
“ethicist”, who looksangelic and unthreat-
ening, who says all the right things, wha
pauses for effect and smiles sadly, 3 hero of

tisers. Advertisers have always funded or
greatl :uhsxlmd(p.\hlvpuuulmn \(uh.

play Ky
run tech companies. They stand behind
machines and turn dmh 10 control your

written today are ;x-riups a lunll.ulldx)l\
the dis b

ood guy in the documentary asks. Some

ftime

onsocial media, they havea
way of spending money.

emotions. S

P
| have

wecannotlove or
" b of which

exceptin Inq,,nwms

peop that just because they can ask
i it 3
not part of the matrix.
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Let the insights of covidnomics
shape our policy interventions

A good grasp of human behaviour is fundamental to framing policies that could contain the virus and its economic effects

KAUSHIK BASU

is professor of economics at Cornell University
and nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings
Institution.

oundaries between acadcml(‘ dlscl

intended to facilitate analysis, given
ur But

Albert Hirschman once argued, there

are times when itisincumbent on usto
trespass them. The ongoing battle against covid
and its economic fallout s sucha time.

‘The pandemic has casta shadow over the
global y.So far, the two wors
cconomiesinthesecond quarter of 2020 (pril
June) were Peruand India, where mestic
product (GDP) shrank by 30.2% and
respectively,inyear-on-year terms. Theae record
declines dby demic, but
alsoby how weare dealing with .

In Peru, for example, the crude mortality rate
(CMR), the number of covid deaths per million
people, is 939. The plungeinits GDPisc
related to thi

Several European countries with high CMRs,
suchas Spain (647) and the United Kingdom (613),
also have reported some of the decpest economic
slumps. But India’s CMR s only 60, which, though
one of the highest in Asiaand Africa, makesits

B )
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London's Buckingham Palace may never be the same again if it goes furless.

Royal guards could lose their iconic headgear

RevTERS

earskin ha(swm n hy!heQueen sGua! dare under threat after ministersbowed
toanimalr proposed fus In vmtory foranu

G e Gov-
ernment plans to lnunch a consultation on banmng the sale of fur in posl Brexl(
Britain nextyear. It
fiancee, Carri ihebritsh
urTrad will want to hear from
.llllmereﬂedpamﬂ incl mdmgm furse '()r‘dﬂl lookstodevelop proposals nd
fod. "Inaddi-

tion, the Governmentwillinall llkehl\oudchmhe to consult on this matter.”
The Telegraph

Inaletterto G)les Roca the chief
- “Th

The museum exhibit that had to be covered up

Aﬁnsl)urgh decided ic di
h y remain outof p

The Carnegie Museum ofNatural
Histor popular“Lion " diorama.... The
museum’s interim director says the scene, which vividly depicts alion attacking
acamel and the man riding it has disturbed some because it depicts violence
againsta courier. The subject’

mined to be “derived from” at least five separate North African cultures. The
director, Stephen Tonsor, alsosaysrecent X-rays showed that the 1860s-era taxi-
dermy with real human unknown person.

thathasb display for

AP

Footprints spotted in the Arabian sands of time

setof seven footprintsmadeal ke sbou 120,000 yers ago have ben
‘modern humansontl Per

dlight

discover A

pathby theworldwasalloftwistsand tarns.
Genetic studm< suggested it was not until 60,000 years ago that a migration of
modern of Africaled ross Europe. However,
ithask thatani found i dati

than 200,000 yearsagois from ourspecies, w

tomore
ilean180,000 yearold Homo sapi-

sharp second-quarter contraction (bngger than contract covid s 25'% Suppose, however, thata Recognizingthese kinds of connections creates ensjawbone has previously been discovered in sracl. “This isastory about the
almosmnymumry in the world) diffi t it therisk of con- scope for policy inter P into the heart of Arabia at an early date..
iven that the Indi dis greater inarestaurant thanina the virus without crushing the economy. India’s The Guardian

wasamongtheworld's three or four fastest-grow-
inguntil five yearsago.

How can we understand such anomalies?
We need to recognize the interaction between
medicine and human behaviour.

Consider the conventional wisdom that covid is

park. If people believe this, it can turn out to be a
self-fulfilling prophecy. Restaurants will be less
attractive to risk-averse people (say, those who
don'tgo to places where the infection risk is higher
than 25%). Thus, only more risk-tolerant people
will goto restaurants.

mistake was to impose a “lockdown”—a misnomer,

because it forced tens of millions of migrant work-

ers tospread out across the country, often on foot,

after their jobs and wages in urban centres van-

ished overnight.
Oncewepinpoint th
d

medicine

The national park that sends tourists their litter

fyouitrindhisThainational park,your tash mayfustcomeback tohaurt you.
‘Well, not exactl;

y te than thatwhen outin nature, you better

inopen areas. So, being therefore, morelikely tobe infected, | emerge,asthe Georgia InsluuleofTechnolugys larKhao Yai National P.irknearBangkokmllslansendmgmbbnshbanklo litterers,
oncinapark than inarestaurant. because they would have been taking morerisk. | Joshua Weitz reported in arecent Stockholm Thailandsenvi inistersaid. O withthe

Weassume thathis nsgh comes from Assume, for simplicity, that 7% ofrisk-tolerant_— | School of Economics webinar. police. Vi parkh ith their s, makingit casy for

s, which tell u. i fe d, while only 25% of risk-averse Countries like India or Peru must design rules of d iftheyleaver ish behind. Minister

that covldlshlghlymfecnous and that acrosols. peopleare. The probability thatan infected person | behaviour that allow the economy tofunction, at Varawut Silpa-arch i i
carryin yndrome will ransmit the virusissiill 50%,asbefore. Then, | least partly, while containing he virus Hereisan tobeshipped on his Facebook account, “Your trash—we'llsend it back to you” the
coronavirus 2, or Sars-CoV-2 (which causes the ifpeople believe that iskfer(and | idea.Asincreased esting gives usa beter senscof post warns, reminding people that lttering in a national park isan offence...
disease), are likely to be blown away and miss only the risk-tol rthem), id and has Sars-CoV-2antibodi BBC
your nostrilsin outdoor parks. But that is not of contracting thevlru ina mmumm i537.5%, wecanoffer these peoplea very high wage (o do

0, ly
heavy and tend to drop quickly in stillair. Con-
versely, abrecze inan open space makes it likely
that the aerosol will remain airborne for longer
and thus posea risk that does not exist indoors.

y itinapark
isless than 25%.

‘These probabilities will be borne out by the
epidemiological data, and most people will believe
that the pattern has something to do with the.

inhospitals,andin.
involving face-to-face

By using them as links between vulnerable people,
wecan keep supply Lhams intact while disrupting
virus transmi

A helium-breathing alligator wins Ig Nobel prize

ave you heard the one about the alligator that performed the party trick of
breathingin heliumsoitcould talk in’ funny voice? Siephan Reber and col-

“The claim that closed spacesare more dangerous | nature of the virus, rather than being driven Undcrnoxma]cncumslanccs themarket would totry ightcom-
may nonethelessbe true—not because of what we | entirely by human behaviour. By if | dothisoni d anti- municate. It wa research buttsslightl di ha
know about the coronavirus and the aerodynamics | the authorities had that d rise, and o would their wages. Justwon lv?\obe]}’nze on Thursday
ofaerosols, but because of human behaviour. weresafer than parks, then parks wouldin time Butmarkets donot function well duringa pan- i , Rescarch. Theannual Igs
Assume, for the sake of argument, that the prob- | have become theri venifparkswere | demic, when many externalities are at work. bitofaspoofon i izes. Other2020

ability of the virus being transmitted by an infected
person nearbyis 50%n botharestaurant and a
ther that halfof i
infected. So, if you are neara random personina
parkor arestaurant, the probability that you will

i ce.
safer than restaurants for reasons of epidemiology
and the physics of aerosol movement, you could

faceabiggerriskin a park than in a restaurant f it

Governments, therefore, need to intervene with
intelligent, well-designed policies, which would
control without

were widely believed that p: isky
than restaurants.

bringing ytoahalt
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Covid is worsening inequalities of wealth and income

winnersincluded the team that devised amethod to dentify narcissists by examin-
ingtheireyebrows; and the group that wanted to see what happened when earth
wormswere vibrated at high frequency.

BBC

V|VE K DE H E J | A Famously, when covid struck, theNew York | policy largesse. While new ﬁaL.\] spendmg have opted for online-only teaching for the uhave .\lreddy worsened existing economic
rich decamped from their high-rise apart- | does help those in - . many top pris i will worsen them
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Fair and unfair

HCadvice on restraint in criticism should not
alow for frivolous effortsto invoke contempt

tisamatter of relief that the Madras High Court has
I decided not to pursue the ill-conceived attempt to
initiate action against film actor Suriya for contempt
of court. In adetailed order, the Court hasrightly noted
that “it is not the job of a constitutional court to use a
sledgehammer for avoidance of something which can
be perceived to be not capable of even being propped
up ascontempt, much less debated to the level of crimi-
nal contempt” . In the course of a statement against the
National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) for med-
ical admissions in the country, the actor had indirectly
questioned the propriety of the Supreme Court allow-
ing NEET to be held across the country during the pan-
demic when the Court itself was holding virtual hear-
ings out of fear of infection. A judge of the High Court
had sought to construe the remark as an adverse com-
ment on the judiciary in general and one questioning
the devotion and integrity of judges. The observation
might have been unwarranted, but it was quite clear
from the beginning that it constituted no contempt, in-
asmuch asit did nothing more than raise the question
whether Courts that went virtual in the interest of the
safety of judges, lawyers, staff and litigants, could afford
to risk the health of thousands of students. Fortunately,
the Advocate-General, Vijay Narayan, whose opinion
was sought by the Chief distice of the High Court, Am-
reshwar Pratap Sahi, declined consent for initiation of
criminal contempt proceedings. Agreeing with his opi-
nion, a Bench headed by the Chief Lustice, decided not
to pursue the matter further.

However, the Court's 29-page order is not an un-
mixed blessing. It lays much emphasis on the idea that
criticism about the judiciary should be restrained, lest
the line of fair comment be crossed. There is alengthy
section on the need for prudence and restraint on ex-
uberance, but such observations would be relevant and
apposite only if made in the context of a strident attack
on the judiciary. Did the actor’s statement contain such
unbridled criticism? There is no effort to parse the of-
fending sentence to see if there was any adverse com-
ment on judgesin general, or any aspersions cast on the
system of virtual courts. If only the Court had seen it as
acomment limited to orders of the Supreme Court, it
could have dropped the issue for lack of jurisdiction, as
laid down by the apex court in Vitusah Oberoi (2017). In
fact, the order itself notes that no court in Tamil Nadu
has dealt with the NEET issue. While the advice for res-
traint is, without doubt, reasonable and well-articulat-
ed, its elaborate delineation should not open up the
possibility of more such demands for contempt action
in the name of deterring unfair criticism. As long as
there is no effort to obstruct the course of justice, crit-
icism, whether fair or unfair, does not warrant initia-
tion of contempt proceedings.

Cricket in action

TheIPL isin the UAE, but the venues do not
matter for bio-bubble cricket

e Indian Premier League (IPL) is seen asthe glit-
I 2y high of the cricketing season, with its daily
share of short bursts of thrills stretched across
the summer. Sinceitslaunch in 2008, the IPL became a
seasonal fix as inevitable as soaring temperatures and
the reflexive craving for ice creams. The Twenty20
tournament seemingly brooked no resistance while the
purists leant on the classical air that permeated Test
cricket. Even in 2009 and 2014 when the Lok Sabha
elections clashed with the IPL's schedule, the Board of
Control for Cricket in India solved the logistical night-
mare. South Africa played host in the first instance
while the United Arab Emirates (UAE) conducted thein-
itial set of matchesin 2014. But 2020 hasbeen adifficult
year for humankind with the relentless spread of the
coronavirus pandemic. Since March, sport with its so-
cial-gathering moorings had to pause: the Olympics
was postponed and Wimbledon cancelled. The IPL was
rescheduled too from itsoriginal start-date of March 29,
before awindow opened up for the event to be held in
the UAE. Saturday night’sinaugural contest of the IPL's
13th edition at Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh Zayed Stadium, that
pitted defending champion Mumbai Indians and last
year's runner-up Chennai Super Kings, dished out a
last-over climax with the latter stunning the former.
The lay-off from the game and the attendant rust was
evident in the way the rivals fielded while the artificial
crowd sound infused into thelive telecast, reflectsthese
fraught times of empty stadiums and bio-bubbles. Be-
cause of the constraints imposed by the virus and the
cancellation of domestic cricket in India for now, the
IPL at the Emirates, has turned out to be the season
opener for the national players while also offering an
opportunity for overseas starsto have abiff in the park.
Eight teams playing 60 matches in 53 days across Abu
Dhabi, Dubai and Sharjah, with a summit clash on No-
vember 10, will present its own set of challenges. The
organisers have set stringent protocols even as a few
tested positive in the lead-up to the championship. The
players have to watch their health-parameters while
helping cricket find its feet, an endeavour that England
did first with remarkable efficiency by hosting the West
Indies, Pakistan and Australia. It is a template worth
emulating as fans starved of action wait to catch live
moving images of M.S Dhoni, Virat Kohli, Rohit Shar-
ma, Steve Smith, Kane Williamson, AB de Villiers and
other icons. Cricket in the Indian context has made a
start and alot is at stake asthisIPL also offers a stage for
Kohli and company to prepare for the coming tour of
Australia.
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Define the contoursof hate in speech

The Qudarshan News case isachance to infuse clarity on offensive speech, hate speech, and the exceptional cases

Suhrith Parthasar at hy

Tuesday, the Supreme
urt of India injuncted a
dilanguage television

channel, Sudarshan News, from
continuing its broadcast of a series
titled “Bindas Bol". This decision
marked adeparture from an order
delivered on August 28, when the
Court said that it must be circum-
spect in imposing any prior res-
traint on speech, especially since
statutory authorities were vested
with powers to ensure compliance
of the law. But circumstances
changed —following the Court’s
original order, four episodesin the
series were aired, portraying what
the channel described as a jihadi
conspiracy by Muslims to infiltrate
India's civil services.

To this allegation, the show ad-
ded a number of evidently false
statements. For example, it
claimed that the upper age limit
for Hindus attempting the civil ser-
vice examination was 32 years,
while the age limit for Muslimswas
35; that Muslims were entitled to
nine attempts at the examination
when Hinduswere entitled only to
six. These assertions, the Court
noted, were not only “insidious”
but were also made in “wanton
disregard of the truth”. Therefore,
even on the face of it, the episodes
had brought the entire Muslim
community into “public hatred
and disrepute”, and, in the pro-
cess, had breached the Pro-
gramme Code that regulated cable
television.

Delineating the ambiguous
The channel’s contempt for facts,
and its attempt to denigrate Mus-
lims, might appear to be an ob-

vious case of hate speech, but our
laws present several complica-
tions when an attempt is made to
distinguish permissible speech
from hateful criminal conduct
The Supreme Court's own past
precedent has scarcely helped
clarify matters. This case, there-
fore, of an

quish hate speech from merely of-
fensive or rebarbative speech.
Three, that countering speech

=
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opportunity: to infuse clarity in
our legislation by identifying the
distinction between merely offen-
sive speech and hate speech, and
by making clearer still those cate-
gories of exceptional cases where
the Constitution permits prior res-
traint. To be sure, thisexercise has
tobedelicately handled. But that it
isfraught with difficulties must not
deter the Court from delineating
what has long remained ambigu-
ous.

A working definition of hate
speech will have to be gleaned by
interpreting our laws in conjunc-
tion with the constitutional right
to free speech. But in attempting
todraw aline, it might be valuable
to study the basic thesis that un-
dergirds a consensus across most
liberal democracies —with the
notable exception of the United
States —on why states must deny
protection to hate speech. This
view is predicated on a philosoph-
ical defence which is perhaps best
exemplified in the works of the
scholar, kremy Waldron

In Prof. Waldron's definition,
hate speech refers to utterances
that incite violence, hatred, or dis-
crimination against people on the
basisof their collective identity, be
it race, ethnicity, religion, gender
or sexuality. He says the limitation
in these cases should be restricted
to those categories of minorities
who are vulnerable. Under this
conception, a merely offensive
statement would not qualify as
hate speech. For example, amock-
ery of Buddhism’s tenets would
not be illegal simply because it of-
fends the sensibilities of its practi-
tioners; on the other hand, speech
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that describesall Buddhists as am-
oral would qualify. Similarly, a
work of satire on areligious figure
that outrages the sentiments of his
followers will be safeguarded, but
speech that vilifies an entire com-
munity by describing them, say, as
“anti-nationals’ would go unpro-
tected. This is because hate
speech, as Prof. Waldron argues,
attacks two key tenets of a demo-
cratic republic: the guarantee of
equal dignity to all, and the public
good of inclusiveness.

Downside to more speech
Prof. Waldron’s thesis has been
met with substantial resistance
from First Amendment scholarsin
America.

They argue that censorship isa
bottomlesspit, that it isimpossible
to conceive bright-ine rules that
can distinguish between speech
that only offends and speech that
arouses hatred. They do not deny
that aright to absolute freedom of
speech can be abused. But they
believe the only answer to mis-
used freedom is more speech.
While there is some merit in this
response. it ignores at least three
significant factors.

One, that even under the First
Amendment, not all speech is
equal —commercial speech, libel,
and fighting words are afforded a
lower standard of protection.
Two, that almost all lawsare amat-
ter of construction; after all, most
European democracies adopt
principled standards that distin-

with more sp only
when there is a balance of power
across society. Experience shows
usthat there can be no assurance
that hate speech will somehow be
sieved out of the veritable market-
place of ideas.

India'slaws

Prof. Waldron's theory is also ap-
pealing because it fits with India's
democratic vision. Specifically, it
animates the values of liberty,
equality and fraternity that the
Constitution’s framers viewed as
foundational. Until now, however,
the country's hate-speech laws
have suffered from a Delphic im-
precision. Read literally, Section
153A and Section 295A of the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC), which cri-
minalise, respectively, speech that
seeks to promote enmity between
different groups and speech/acts
that outragels religious feelings,
are no more than a poor imitation
of what hate speech laws ought to
be. They are vaguely worded, and
they are frequently invoked to
quell speech that so much as of-
fends a person’s belief. Asaresult,
they militate against the permissi-
ble grounds for limiting free
speech enumerated in Article 19(2)
of the Constitution, and, in partic-
ular, the restrictions allowed on
considerations of public order and
morality.

The first of those grounds de-
mands that speech must reach a
level of incitement to be criminal-
ised. That is, the utterance in dis-
pute must go beyond advocacy.
The second ground requires are-
imagination of our hate speech
laws. It obliges usto read morality
not as societal morality but as con-
stitutional morality. Seen this way,
speech that merely causes offence
and isno more than disparaging or
unpleasant, would continue to re-
main shielded. But speech that

treats communities with disparate
concern, by creating in them a
sense of dread, a sense of exclu-
sion from civic life, will go unpro-
tected

Issue of prior restraint

While it is clear that the Constitu-
tion offers no protection to hate
speech, the state's failure to apply
the Programme Code uniformly is
linked to a wider incongruence in
the law's contents. Jst like the
substantive hate speech provisions
in the IPC, the Programme Code is
also much too vague. The Su-
preme Court must chisel its con-
tents into afeasible, constitution-
ally committed model. Hard as
this exercise sounds, thisisthe ea-
sy part—itisin decidingwhether a
prior restraint on speech can be
imposed that the Court must tread
afiner line.

We have repeatedly seen the
deleterious impact that injunc-
tions on speech have on the right
to information and democracy.
Only last week the High Court of
Andhra Pradesh gagged the press
from reporting on a charge made
against aformer Advocate General
of the Quate, despite the manifest
public interest in the case. Like-
wise, the pitfalls of arule of abso-
ute prior restraint under the Cine-
matograph Act have been all too
evident. We certainly do not need
an analogous regime for the
broadcast media. But, at the same
time, arule against prior restraint
cannot be unconditional. When it
becomes evident that the basic ob-
jective of a broadcast is to evoke
hatred and to vilify a vulnerable
minority the law must find a way
to foil the harm. A lot will ride on
how the Court strikes this balance
—for hate speech, once uttered,
not only leaveslittle room for resti-
tution but can also ramify to serve
all manners of undemocratic ends.

‘Suhrith Parthasarathy isan advocate
practisingat the Madras High Court

It'sano green signal from the farm world

a
Thereisgood reason why oaﬁqﬁ%yﬁ@“@éa}lculture Billsmay be arefl
mittées (APMCs) along «~

e
.

Himanshu

n avirtual rally, the Prime Mi-
nister blamed the Opposition
parties for misleading farmers

Mar

with removing restrictions of priv-
ate stockholding of agricultural
produce. Attempts to reform the
APMC are not new and have been
part of the agenda of successive
governments for the last two de-
cades. Most farmer organisations
also agree that there is excessive
political interference and there is
need for reform as far asfunction-

about the three Bills on agricul-
ture, in Parliament. While the Op-
position may have taken up the
cudgels recently, the fact is that
farmers have been protesting
against the Bills ever since it was
promulgated as ordinances in
Jine. These are The Farmers' Pro-
duce Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motion and Facilitation) Bill,
2020, the Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement of
Price Assurance and Farm Servic-
es Bill, 2020, and the Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Bill,
2020. The resignation of Food Pro-
cessing Industries Minister (and
Shiromani Akali Dal MP), Harsim-
rat Kaur Badal, from the Union Ca-
binet, and dissenting voices from
various mass organisations affiliat-
ed to the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh suggest that the opposition
to the Bills may not be politically
motivated; rather, it may be a re-
flection of the genuine concerns of
farmers.

In brief, the Billsaim to do away
with government interference in
agricultural trade by creating trad-
ing areas free of middlemen and
government taxes outside the
structure of Agricultural Produce
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No consultation
Several reforms at the level of the
central government as well as at
the State level have been intro-
duced and welcomed by farmers.
However, in this particular case,
theissue isnot about the Bills; it is
also about the process of their in-
troduction. As was pointed out by
Ms. Badal, the government has
failed to have or hold any discus-
sion with the various stakeholders
including farmers and middle-
men. This is also true when it
comes to consultation with State
governments even though the sub-
ject of trade and agriculture are
part of subjects on the State list.
The attempt to pass the Bills with-
out proper consultation adds to
the mistrust among various stake-
holders including State govern-
ments. While the lack of consulta-
tion has certainly added to the
element of mistrust between the
government and farmers, some of
the issuesraised by farmer organi-
sations are also genuine; recent
trends in agricultural prices and
incomes have only confirmed
these fears.

While farmer organisations see

these Bills as part of the larger
agenda of corporatisation of agri-
culture and a withdrawal of go-
vernment support, the immediate
concern has been the attempt to
weaken the APMC mandis and

eventual withdrawal of the Mini-
mum Support Prices (MSP) gua-
ranteed by the government. Alth-
ough the government has clarified
that these Bills do not imply with-
drawal of procurement by the
Sate at MSP, there is a genuine
fear among farmers about the true
intentions of the government. The
mistrust is not unfounded given
the track record of this govern-
ment on many issuesincluding de-
monetisation of 2016, the intro-
duction of Goods and Services Tax
and so on. There may not be direct
evidence of crony capitalism, but
the entry, in a big way, of two of
the biggest corporate groups (Ada-
ni and Reliance) in food and agri-
cultural retail and the timing of the
Bills have not gone unnoticed.

Reflects poor understanding

The idea of allowing greater parti-
cipation of traders and farmers
outside the APMC has already
been in place in different form.
Even otherwise, APMCs account
for less than a fourth of total agri-
cultural trade. But APMCs do play

ection of the genuine concernsof farmers

an important role of price discov-
ery essential for agricultural trade
and production choices. The vilifi-
cation of APMCs and the middle-
men who facilitate trade in these
mandisis a poor reflection of the
understanding of functioning of
agricultural markets. The middle-
men areapart of the larger ecosys-
tem of agricultural trade, with
deep links between farmers and
traders. Most farmers are familiar
with the functioning of mandis
and see it as an essential part of
agricultural trade despite short-
comings. While the proposed Bills
do not do away with the APMC
mandis, the preference for corpo-
rate interests at the cost of farm-
ers interests and a lack of regula-
tion in these non-APMC mandis
are cause for concern. The ab-
sence of any regulation in non-
APMC mandis is being seen as a
precursor to the withdrawal of the
guarantee of MSP-based procure-
ment.

The Bihar example
The dominant concern in this re-
gard has been expressed by farm-
ersin Punjab and Haryana. Farm-
ers in these States have genuine
concern about the continuance of
the MSP-based public procure-
ment given the large-scale pro-
curement operations in  these
States. These fears gain strength
with the experience of States such
as Bihar which abolished APMCs
in 2006. After the abolition of
mandis, farmersin Bihar on aver-
age received lower prices com-
pared to the MSP for most crops.
For example, asagainst the MSP of

1,850 a quintal for maize, most
farmers in Bihar reported selling
their produce at lessthan ¥,000 a
quintal. Despite the shortcomings
and regional variations, farmers
still see the APMC mandis as essen-
tial to ensuring the survival of MSP
regime.

While retail prices have re-
mained high, data from the Who-
lesale Price Index (WPI) suggest a
deceleration in farm gate prices
for most agricultural produce.
This has happened despite in-
creased procurement through the
MSP-based regime for paddy and
wheat. Decline in basmati rice
prices by more than 30%and des-
pite higher international prices
suggests the limitation of market
intervention in raising farm gate
prices. For most crops where MSP-
led procurement is non-existent,
the decline has been sharper. Even
cash crops such as cotton have
seen a collapse in pricesin the ab-
sence of government intervention
With risinginput costs, farmers do
not see the market providing them
remunerative prices. At the same
time, ad hoc interventions by go-
vernment such as raising import
duties on masur and a ban on
onion exports also raise suspicion
about the intent of the govern-
ment to leave the price discovery
mechanism on the market. The
protests by farmers are essentially
a reflection of the mistrust bet-
ween farmers and the stated ob-
jective of these reforms.

Himanshu is Associate Pr ofessor, Gentre
for Economic Sudiesand Planning,
‘School of Social Sciences, Bwaharlal
Nehru University, New Defhi

Maternal health care
There are definitely ‘miles
to go’ in maternal and child
health care (Page 1, “It's
milesto go for asafer
childbirth in Odisha's
Kalahandi”, September 20).
India accounts for aquarter
of global maternal deaths
during pregnancy, and
unlessthere isstrong
political will, health sector
reforms and focused efforts
on

funding available at
peripheral areas will
definitely help in improving
maternal health care.

D.. Thomas Pal ocar en,

Vallore, Tamil Nadu

Heal thyself

The First Bench of the
Madras High Court, with
considerable
statesmanship, has drawn
the curtain by refusing to
nst

services oceur, there will
stll be ‘milesto go’ before
we can hold our heads high
on theworld stage.
Increasing the abysmal
128%allocation of gross
domestic product on health
services and improving the
slow bureaucratic processes
in the government to make

Tamil actor Suriya. The
matter would not have
gained so much of
controversy had the High
Court judge concerned
exercised restraint and not
written aletter to the Chief
istice of the Madras High
Court. It really was a case of
much ado but nothing. As

the Chief istice himself
said, there isno need to use
asledgehammer to kill afly.
However the suggestion
that the actor could have
used alittle more restraint
isslightly off the mark as
his comment was only
normal and natural. It isthe
judiciary which should
exercise restraint in such
situations. Thereisagreat
deal of institutional
intolerance which isthe
antithesis of democracy
and rule of law. Courts are
not immune from this and
have got into such a
situation largely on account
of themselves.

One recalls the courts
initiating contempt against
istice V.R. Krishna lyer
and distice Markandey

Katju. It isthat same level of

intolerance which
overflowed in the case of
Prashant Bhushan too.
Courts should not resort to
the Contempt of Courts Act
to caution citizens; rather,

very reliable player ashe
was always before (‘Sport’
page, “Rayudu and du
Plessis orchestrate Super
King'svictory”, September
20). Faf du Plessis's crucial
innings also contributed to
v

online, scanthe GReode

= Though the crowds will be
missingin stadia, IPL cricket
fanswill look forward to the
actions of the dazzling stars
in the world of cricket. The

they must be
using it against citizens.
Physicians heal thyself
would be an appropriate
adage on this occasion.
NGR.Prasad,

crenna

Reflections on Day 1
Chennai Super Kings class
batsman Ambati Rayudu
sure made avery strong
statement with his sizzling,
breezy, match-winning
innings of 71in the IPL
opener against Mumbai,
showing that he s sill a

victory. Itis
still quite baffling asto why
the experienced Rayudu
was not in the reckoning for
the Indian ODI team for the
World Cup last year despite
his good track record. It
takes many yearsto create
adedicated and successful
national-level cricketer. and
all it needsis one wrong,
poorly judged decision by
the team selectors to bury
theinternational career of a
promising player
A Mohan,
chenna

»

g action-
packed programme will
indeed be asource of relief
for sportslovers.

The gradual and welcome
return of sport will give the
world achance to
understand the timeless
valuesand lessons of
sportsmanship —courage,
unity, positivity, patience,
perseverance, and the
immense hope and spirit
that the world shall
overcome any crisis.

Thalikau, Kannur, Kerala
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Chinasnationalist turn under Xi Jnping

How he established himself in the Party lexicon asitsthird great leader, after Mao and Deng

)
P

Anant h Krishnan

Asareporter for The Hindu and then
India Today from 2009 to 2018,
Ananth Krishnan travelled thelength
and breadth of China. His new book,
India's China Challenge: A burney
through China's Rise and What It
Means for India, provides an on-the-
ground perspective of China’s politi-
cal, economic and social transfor-
mations over the past decade, and
what they mean for India. An
excerpt:

Xi dnping had to apply no less
than eight times before getting into
the Communist Youth League —an
organisation for young Party mem-
bers. He then had to again apply ten
times before the Communist Party
accepted him —all because of his fa-
mily's history.

Xi's father, Xi Zhongxun, was Red
royalty —a hero of the Communist
revolution. But hewould later fall out
with Mao Zedong, and had to endure
humiliating public ‘struggle sessions’
at the hands of Mao's Red Guards.

‘Where is the verdict against my
father? Xi once asked. ‘When a fault
is committed, there is a verdict. But
where is the one against my father?
What have | done? Have | written or
chanted counter-revolutionary slo-
gans?| am a young man who wants
to build a career. What is the pro-
blem with that?

Yet the lesson Xi seems to have
learnt from his father's story may
seem counterintuitive. Institutiona-
lising the exercise of political power
is not seen as the answer to curbing
its excesses. Wieldingit is.

Since taking over as the General
Secretary of the Party in November
2012, Xi has proved far more adept
and skilful than his predecessors,
Jang Zemin and Hu Intao, in exercis-
ing power. Within five years of taking
over from Hu, Xi established himself
in the Party lexicon asits third great
leader, after Mao and Deng Xiaoping.
In a short span of time, he has dis-
mantled the collective leadership
system that restrained both Jangand
Hu.

Indeed, it was this model of collec-
tive leadership put in place by Deng

that arguably allowed China to es-
cape the fate of other authoritarian
countries ruled by the whims and
fancies of asingle dictator.

Restructuring the party
Xi has dramatically restructured the
Party-state apparatus, giving the Par-
ty agreater say in running the coun-
try, and breaking down the walls bet-
ween the Party set-up and the state
machinery that had, in the past, gi-
ven China's bureaucrats a veneer of
insulation in running government
and policy.

Now, the Party isback. Thishasre-
versed a two-decade-long shift that

= India’s China
Challenge: A
Journey through
China's Rise and
What It Means
for India
Ananth Krishnan
HarperCollins
2599

one, Xi knowsthe ins-and-outs of the
Party like few others. He was born
Red. Like other princelings, Xi grew
up in the heart of Beijing, in the elite
compoundsreserved for top leaders.

It's been mostly forgotten that the
year of Xi’s ascension, 2012, was an

saw a somewhat diminished role for
Party bodies. Xi has centralised pow-
er by setting up anumber of Leading
small Groups (LSGs) that now decide
policy on everything from national
security to economic reforms.

This extends to foreign policy as
well. Xi even heads an LSG on mat-
ters related to the South China Sea,
underlining how he is now dictating
policy directly on matters previously
handled by the bureaucrats. If in the
past questions were being asked on
whether Chinese moves on the bor-
der —such as an incursion that took
the spotlight away from Xi's 20 14 visit
to India —were being directed by
PLA commanders and not the leader-
ship in Beijing, the evidence now
strongly suggests nothing happens
today without Xi's approval. That
likely includes this summer's mas-
sive mobilisation by the Chinese mil-
itary alongthe Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh.

What explains Xi's rise, and how
was he able to grab power and rede-
fine China's political landscape? For

Great power, little responsibility

Theway the international system isstructured
posesenormousobstaclesto peace

S eeramSundar Chaulia

The International Day of Peace (Sep-
tember 21) is an occasion for deep re-
flection about the prevalence of war,
violence and insecurity in many
parts of the world. In the last calen-
dar year, eight countries —Afghanis-
tan, Yemen, Syria, Turkey, Somalia,
Iraq, Mexico and Libya —suffered at
least 1000 deaths each (mainly civi-
lians) through militarised attacks and
battles, according to the World Popu-
lation Review. If one includes the
Maghreb and Sahel regions of North
and West Africa, over 25 countries
are being ravaged by deadly wars to-
day. To boot, 79.5 million were dis-
placed at the end of 2019, due to
armed conflicts, persecution and
other reasons, according to the UN
Refugee Agency.

The way the present international
system isstructured poses enormous
obstacles to peace. The countries
that are escalating violence are pre-
dominantly the great powers who
have military and economic might.

Fuelling instability
On paper, the U.S, Russiaand China
uphold peace and stability asthe per-
manent members of the UN Security
Council. But in practice, they fuel in-
stability or have a finger in the pie of
most ongoing wars.

For example, the tragedy in Ye-
men, which the UN has declared as
the world’s worst humanitarian dis-
aster, is the outcome of indiscrimi-
nate attacks by the U.S--backed coali-
tion of Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
whose geopolitical goal is to counter-
balance Iran. Yet, undaunted by the
moral burden, the Donald Trump ad-
ministration is eagerly selling co-
pious quantities of lethal weapons to
its Gulf alliesin the name of their ‘se-
curity’.

War is at once a geopolitical game
and big business. This holds true not
only for the U.S. but also Russia. Li-
bya's descent into chaos is the pro-

regional actors to prey upon weak
states for counterbalancing rivals
and sustaining profits of their mili-
tary industrial complexes.

Not to be left behind the U.S and
Russia, China has catapulted into the
ranks of top sellers of weapons. Chi-
nese small arms enable ethnic vio-
lence and extreme human rights
abusesfrom South Sudan and the De-
mocratic Republic of Congo to Pakis-
tan and Myanmar.

China also aims to tighten its grip
over developing countries through
‘internal security’ aid, a code for
technological tools of domestic sur-
veillance and repression, which in
turn build up societal pressure and
armed revolts against authoritarian
regimes. Moreover, China's own he-
gemonic expansionism against its
neighbours and its ‘new Cold War"
with the U.S have significantly raised
risks of military clashes n Asia.

Thisyear, the UN Secretary Gener-
al is campaigning for a“global cease-
fire” so that everyone's attention
shifts to fighting the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The UN aswell as regional or-
ganisations like the African Union
and the European Union aretryingto
negotiate cessation of hostilities in
variouswar zones.

The core problem
t targeted micro-level diplomatic
initiatives cannot ameliorate the un-
derlying macro-level problem of
great powers and their allies acting
with brazen impunity. On the Inter-
national Day of Peace, we should
diagnose the core problem —the un-
just structure which privileges great
powers and permits their ghastly
machinations —and challenge it.
Altering the structure and nature
of world politics is not child’s play.
But we must strive for it. Remember
that if one fire is doused in Afghanis-
tan through a peace process, 10 more
fires can be lit as long as the global
‘system’ that reproduces violence
and aggression isin place.

duct of the active of
mercenaries and weapons pumped
in by Russia and the U.S-allied Gulf
Arab monarchies to push back Tur-
key'sinfluence.

Like the calamity in Syria, Yemen
and Libya are victims of the conduct
of great powerswho arm and finance

cM
K

social
and responsible states should priori-
tise struggling for an equitable world
order. Nothing less will suffice to si-
lence the guns.

Sreeram Chaulia isDean, dndal School of
International Affairs
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il one in
Chinese politics. The Bo Xilai scandal
had exposed asplitin

ahistorian and follower of elite Party
politicswho livesin Beijing, told me.
‘Before he cameto power, there were
many negative feelings about the col-
lective leadership system inside the
Party. Every member of the Politbu-
ro Sanding Committee had their
own power, their own opinion, and
no one was taking responsibility.
They wanted a strongman to take
charge and change this situation.
They perhaps got more than they
bargained for.

“The consequence of centraliza-
tion is that all responsibilities fall on
you too, Zhang told me. If you do
well, everyone will support you. Ho-
wever, the reverse, of course, is also
true. Fall at any of the hurdles, and
there will be no shortage of people
ensuring there is no second chance.
And in China's system, failure is un-
forgiving. Ask Bo Xilai.

Xi knows he hasto succeed at any
cost. The Chinese legal scholar Jang
Shigong, who has emerged as one of
the influential intellectualsin the Xi
era, argues one key asset in Xi's fa-
vour is the Party’s turn to national-
ism, captured in Xi's signature politi-
cal campaign, which is ‘The Great
Rejuvenation of the Chinese nation’

Selling the Chinese dream

In Jang's view, the Party under Xi is

turning 'the brilliant political imagi-

nation of thousands of years of Chi-
I

while there were grumblings among
the Party elite that Hu Jdntao’s staid
style had led to adrift, both in policy
and leadership. Therewasayearning
for change.

Xi made the most of it. In one
sense, as the scholar Cheng Li ar-
ques, Xi was ‘lucky enough to arrive
at just the moment in history when
his consolidation of power —to upset
theinertiaand possibly even prevent
asplit of the CPC leadership —was
appealing to the Chinese public and
most other Chinese leaders

What helped him in this quest was
his ‘assembly of strong loyalist net-
works' in the Party, particularly
among his fellow ‘second Red gener-
ation’, or Hongerdai. This gave Xi the
space to carry out ‘bold political mo-
ves...endorsed by the political esta-
blishment, but only asurgent, ad hoc
measures to safeguard Commie
Party rule’

Xi was the right man, at the right
place, at the right time, Zhang Lifan,

nese [to] il
the spiritual vacuum left by the wea-
kening of the Communist vision', so-
mething he blames on Xi's predeces-
sors.

A sense of ‘national self-confi-
dence and feeling of pride are the
Party’s biggest asset, in his view,
which would lead Xi to adopt a
strong nationalist governing philoso-
phy. This explains why Xi's first big
campaign was selling the ‘Chinese
Dream’ of rejuvenation.

One compelling reason for Xi's
emphasis on ideology and national-
ism is the awareness that the basic
post-Tiananmen compact has a shelf
life. The Party is turning to national-
ism as an important source of legiti-
macy and unity, having come to one
key realisation: economic growth
cannot for e’ﬁmae source of
its @(
2y
Excerpted with permission from
Har per Collins. The book will be published on
September 30
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FROM THE READERS EDITOR

Tilting at windmills

There seemsto be no common ground to addressthe
vexatious question of biasin our polarised reality

gt |

A.SPanneer sel van

In 2008, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe under the leadership
of its Representative on Freedom of the Me-
dia, Mikiés Haraszti, brought out *The Media
Self-Regulation Guidebook'’, which over the
years has become a tool for most news om-
budsmen to deal with specific complaints.
Mr. Haraszti has an excellent definition for
self-regulation. He wrote: * Media self-regula-
tion is a joint endeavour by media profes-
sionals to set up voluntary editorial guide-
linesand abide by them in alearning process
open tothe public. By doing o, the indepen-
dent media accept their share of responsibil-
ity for the quality of public discourse in the
nation, while fully preserving their editorial
autonomy in shaping it.”

1 have read several manuals on media reg-
ulations as well as various codes of ethics
that guide journalists. Thisrich oeuvre of it-
erature dealing with media regulations
aimed at balancing rights and responsibili-
ties has concrete ideasto handle and resolve
complaints on issues such as breach of priva-
cy. inaccuracy, non-protection of vulnerable
persons, discrimination, fairness, balance,
good taste, use of anonymous sources, inva-
sion of privacy, plagiarism, and conflicts of
interest. The role of a self-regulatory me-

acceptable to all.

For instance, S Pushpavanam, a reader
from Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, consi-
dered the editorial “lll-advised move” (Sep-
tember 16), which was on the threat of con-
tempt proceedings against actor Suriya's
observation on NEET, a media excess. He
contended that the sentence in the editorial,
“No reasonable person who reads Mr. Suri-
ya's statement would construe it as con-
tempt of court”, an attempt to brand all oth-
er opinions as unreasonable. He was
unhappy with the newspaper’s stand on the
contempt proceeding against advocate
Prashant Bhushan. He drew our attention to
another editorial, “ Something rotten” (Sep-
tember 11), on actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s
death and social prejudices. The editorial
had said that sections of the media had
“handed out instant verdicts in the news-
room”. He wondered how The Hindu'’s edi-
torial on judicial contempt was different
from these sections of the media which the
newspaper criticised. The difference isin the
distinction between news and views. In The
Hindu, all news is reported without fear or
favour. But the editorial is a considered opi-
nion of the newspaper, and readers are free
to disagree with it.

Apolarised environment

The latest study by the ‘Trust, Media and De-
mocracy’ research programme of the Gallup
and Knight Foundation gives us some poin-
ters to understand bias. It's 2018 report
found out that *while Americans valued the
role of the news media as an important insti-
tution in afree society, they did not believe it

chanism isto ensure that the
tion adheres to its code of ethics or editorial
values.

Measuring bias
In this context, it is evident that there is no
universally accepted yardstick to measure
“biasin media’ coverage. An ombudsman ad-
judicates on issues based on facts and the
core values of journalism. If anews report is
editorialised or packed with comments, then
it is fairly easy to point out the breach. Ho-
wever, if there are complaints of bias against
opinion articles, editorials and analytical
pieces, then it becomes a conflict of two
views. There seems to be no common
ground to address this vexatious question of
bias in our polarised reality. In earlier co-
lumns, | dealt with the idea of ‘filter bubbles'
and ‘confirmation bias' in an age of techno-
logical disruption, yet they failed to address
the question of bias in a language that was

aticroleswell.” Itsre-
cently released 2020 study documents many
issues that contribute to the idea of media
bias among citizens. The vast majority (84%)
of Americans believe that the media s vital
for democracy. At the same time, nearly half
(49%) of all Americans think the mediaiis ve-
ry biased. Most importantly, the survey
pointed out that distrust of the media runs
along partisan lines, where nearly 7% of Re-
publicans have an unfavourable view of the
media compared to only 229 of Democrats.
Also, more Americans (69%) say they are
concerned about biasin the news other peo-
ple are getting than say they worry about
their own news being biased (29%).
| can safely say that the polarised environ-
ment is not restricted to the U.S, but has a
debilitating and corrosive presence in India
too.

readerseditor @thehindu.co.in
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2. MOST PRODUCE PROCURED

produced in Punjab and Haryana.
two major commodities procured

1.TOP BENEFICIARIES | In the last two years, close to
45% of all the rice and wheat procured by govt. agencies
came from just two States - Punjab (28.9%) and Haryana
(15.9%). M.P. was a distant third at 10.4%
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The two agriculture-related Bils passed in the Raiya Sabha on Sunday have been opposed by
Fal'mer several farmer organisations for various reasons. The chief concern seems to be the fear of losing
‘government procurement at the Minimum Support Price. Farmers in Punjab and Haryana depend
more on procurement by government agencies compared to their compatriots elsewhere in the
country. This could explain why protests are concentrated in these States. By The Hindu Data Team

3. DEPENDENCE ON RICE AND WHEAT | About 65%
of Punjab's total farm output* in FY19 was only rice and
wheat. For Haryana, it was 46%. These were the only
States where the contribution of rice and wheat to total
farm output exceeded 45% that year

Punjab o
*includes foodgrains, oilseeds,
. * Punjab cash crops, fruits, vegetables

2 and other horticulture products
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4. REVENUE SOURCE | The Bills allow farmers to sell
outside government-regulated markets. Such a move will
hit the income that States earn through taxes and levies
charged on commodities sold in such markets
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
FIFTY YEARSAGO SEPTEMBER 21, 1970
President Nixon on West Asia

President Nixon isreported to have privately
told some American newspaper executives
that the U.S would go to the aid of King Hus-
sein of brdan if other Arab powers, such as
Iraq and Syria, who side with the Palestinian
commandos, attempt to topple the regime n
Jordan. Mr. Nixon is reported to have said
that King Hussein’s survival was vital to
American interests in West Asia. U.S. troop
and naval movements are apparently aimed
at backing up this promise. Observers here
[Washington, September 20], however, con-
tinue to believe that the U.S has no specific
plans to intervene in Jbrdan and that the
tough tone employed by Mr. Nixon is his
private press briefing —and there are clear
indications that the White House wanted
these remarks of Mr. Nixon to be disclosed
through the press—was not so much a state-
ment of intentions, asawarningintended to
deter Syriaand Iraq from interveningin Jor-
dan and tipping the balance against King
Hussein, who has so far been able to cope
with the commandos'sthreat to his regime.

A HUNDRED YEARSAGO SEPT. 21, 1920

The Anglo-Egyptian Treaty
(From an Editorial)

The Legislative Assembly of Egypt, so Reuter
informs us, has approved of the draft Treaty
which has been drawn up by the Milner Mis-
sion in consultation, though not, as we now
know, in complete agreement with the Na-
tionalist Mission headed by Zaghlul Pasha.
Some more details of the terms of the Treaty
than were wired to us by Reuter appear in
the Times received by the latest English
mail. We shall here set forth the main fea-
turesof the Treaty assummoned by our con-
temporary. They include, in the first place,
the recognition of Egyptian independence
by Great Britain, who guarantees Egypt's in-
tegrity against outside aggression and will
have on account of her privileged position
access to Egyptian territory in case of war.
Secondly, Great Britain isto maintain agarri-
son in the Canal zone. Thirdly, Egypt is to
control her foreign policy and have the right
to have her own diplomatic representatives
abroad. No treatises are to be made in var-
iance with British policy, and in countries
where no Egyptian representative is ap-
pointed Britain will represent Egypt. Furth-
er, the Capitulations are to be abolished; but
aveto on legislation affecting foreigners will
be vested in the High Commissioner.

»
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AGRICULTURE REFORMS

Modi govt’s farm bills aim
at empowering farmers

The new legislations seek to put money into the hands of the farmers,
something which no political party or leader has ever dared to attempt.

OPINION

SANJU VERMA

griculture and allied
activities employ

0% of In-

land less than five hectares,
per farmer, to gain via ag-
gregation and contract; (c) to
transfer the risk of market un-
predictability from farmers to
sponsors; (d) to enable farm-
ers toaccess modern technol-
ogy and get better inputs.
The third bill is the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Bill, 2020. The key provi-
sions of this bill are — (a) to

dia’s workforce. To empower
the country’s farm economy,
the Modi government passed
three historic bills. The first
bill is the Farmer’s Produce
Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motion and ilitation) Bill,

like ce-
reals, pulses, oilseeds, onion
and potatoes from the list of
essential commodities. 1t will
doaway with the imposition
of stockholding limits on such
items except under “extraor-
dinary ci » like

2020. The key provisions of
the bill are — (a) to create an
ecosystem where farmers and
traders enjoy the freedom to
sell and purchase farm pro-
duce outside registered man-
dis under States’ APMCs;
(b) to promote barrier-free
inter-state and intra-state
trade of farmers’ produce;
(0) to reduce marketing and
transportation costs and
help farmers in getting bet-
ter prices; and (d) to provide
a facilitative framework for
electronic trading.

The second bill is the Farm-
er (Empowerment and Pro-
tection) of Price

war; (b) the bill will attract
private sector/FDI into the
farm sector, as it will remove

in rural India. (C) Since the
bills will not override Agri-
culture Produce Marketing
Committee (APMC) Acts of
the states, the mandis will
continue toexist. (D) The AP-
MCs require farmers to only
sell to licensed middlemen
in notified markets, usually
in the same area where the
farmers reside, rather than
in open markets, thereby,
scuttling price discovery and

preceding 12 months or last
five years. Lack of stock lim-
its will thereby allow farm-
ers tosell surplus at lucrative
pricesand traderstoo canbuy
in bulk, without resorting to
hoarding. (H) Any dispute
resolution between farmers
and counterparties will be
quick, as it will be resolved
viaa Conciliation Board, un-
der the aegis of the Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate, rather than
il ‘hichare alread

fears of excessive regulatory
interference in business oper-
ations; (¢) to bring investment
for farm infrastructure like
cold storages and modernis-
ing food supply chain; (d) to
help both farmers and con-
sumers by bringing in price
stability; (¢) tocreate competi-
tive market environment and
cut wastage of farm produce.

The erstwhile Union Min-
ister for Food Processing
Industries, Harsimrat Kaur

farm profits. But with
these reforms, farmers will
have the added option and
choice to sell outside exist-
ing mandis, without having
to route their produce via
middlemen. (E) Since AP-
MCs will face competition,
it will enable food traders to
buy farmers’ produce from
any market, rather than bind
them to the specific markets
where they are licensed to
operate. (F) Contract farming

Badal of i Akali
Dal, resigned that the

with

Assuranceand Farm Services
Bill, 2020, The key provisions
of this bill are — (a) farmers
can enter into a contract with
processors, wholesalers, ex-
porters or large retailers for
sale of future farming pro-
duce at a pre-agreed price;
(b) marginal and small farm-
ers, who account for 86% of
total farmers in India, with

aforesaid bills were against
the interests of farmers, ina

posturing. Are the bills “anti-
farmer”? Of course, not! New
legislations will do the follow-
ing: (A) Accelerate agrarian
growth through private sec-
tor investment in agri infra-
structure. (B) Create greater
employment opportunities

exporters, or large retailers
for the sale of future farm-
ing produce at a mutually
pre-agreed price, even before
the crop is harvested. (G)
The Essential Commodities
Act will come in only if re-
tail prices rise 50% in case of
non-perishables and 100% in
case of perishables, from the
average retail prices in the

overburdened. (1) The Oppo-
sition’s baseless allegations
that these reforms undermine
MSP and the food procure-
ment process are a pack of
lies. If anything, as recently
as June 2020, the MSP for
rabi crops was hiked by 50-
109%. The MSP for paddy at
Rs 1,868 per quintal and for
wheat,at Rs 1925 per quintal,
have been the highest ever.
Whois opposing thesebills?
A trader with a valid licence
as per the State APMC Act
can operate in APMC mandi
and a valid licence to oper-
ate in “Trade Area” allows
him to operate here as well.
The catch, however, is that
existing mandis established
under the APMC Acts have
been excluded from the defi-
nition of “Trade Area” under
the new legislation. In effect,
mandis will have to compete

with Trade Areas now. While
farmersare happy with more
choices, wealthy mandi
agents are opposing the bills
as their monopoly has been
snatched away.

Agents in an APMC often
get together to form a cartel.
This creates a “monopsony”
or a market situation where
there is only one buyer or
trader, who then exercises
control over the price at
which he buys. Produce is
procured at manipulatively
discovered prices and sold at
far higher prices, defeating
the very purpose of APMCs.
While a farmer gets only 20-
25% of the final consumer
price, loading, warehous-
ing, traders and commission
agents skim offtherest. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
landmark Farm Bills seek to
end this profiteering Further,
APMCs playadual role as the
regulator and wholesale buy-
er. Consequently, their roleas

jab, APMC/mandi fees come
to around 8.5% — a market
fee of 3%, rural development

PERSPECTIVE

JOURNALIST'S ARREST

THE PRI

The arrest of Rajeev
Act by the Delhi Polic

sified information on

news agency as well
pers, and over the yea

VIGILANCE IS

DEMOCRACY

analyst, and two others under the Officials Secrets

the Chinese, has raised several questions. An ac-
credited journalist, Sharma worked for a premier

CE OF

Sharma, a strategic affairs
 for allegedly passing clas-

Indian troop movement to

as two prominent newspa-
s covered varied topics. He

charge of 3% and the mi
man (Arhatiya’s) commis-
sion of 2.5%. The “Arhatiya”
system is more influential in
Punjab than elsewhere in In-
diaand hence, most protests
are from this region. In FY20,
36,000 Arhatiyas in Punjab
reportedly pocketed commis-
sions worth Rs 1,600 crore,
while the state of Punjab col-
lected Rs 3,600 crore in trade
fees. Farmers made precious
little. Prime Minister Modis
Farm Bills, however, seek to
put money into the hands
of the farmers, something
which no political leader has
ever dared toattempt.

The path-breaking Farm
Bills of 2020 are a culmina-
tion of a slew of agri reforms

had close

against him, it is evi

tions, in the Defence a

Several journalist by

sion. Journalists, in th

agencies, and the supreme irony is that a tip off
from one of them, led to his arrest by the police.
While it s for the courts to determine whether he
is guilty of the extremely serious charges levelled

passing critical information to another country, he
must have had access to certain people in key posi-

fore, it is equally important that those individuals
should be identified and taken into custody.

arrest and have accused the police of framing him.
However, the allegations are of a grave nature and
must be fully probed to reach a proper conclu-

in contact with all kinds of people. Many of them

with Indian i

dent that if indeed he was

ind Home Ministries. There-

odies have condemned his

e course of their work, come

feal

with
larly supplied information which influences pub-
lic opinion. It is not uncommon for foreign media

dare regu-

to appoint
ous capitals, who are well entrenched and closely

in vari-

by the Modi government. The
Rs 11akh crore Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund (AIF)
to give credit at subsidised
interest rates for building
warehouses, cold storages
and other facilities to reduce
post-harvest losses, the re-
lease of Rs 17,100 crore to
over 8.5 crore farmers under
the PM-Kisan scheme, an ex-
tension of 2% Interest Sub-
vention (IS) benefit and 3%
Prompt Repayment Incentive
(PRI) to farmers for all crop
loans up to Rs 3 lakh and the
decision to establish 10,000
Farmer Producer Organisa-
tions (FPOs)in the next three
years toimprove the bargain-
ing power of farmers are all
truly outstanding moves by
the Modi government.

PM Modi has famously said,
“The mind is never a prob-
lem, the mindset is.” Well, it

aregulatoris by
aconflict of interest.

Why are most protests
from Punjab? Nomarket fees,
cess or levy, under any State
APMC Act, shall be levied on
farmers or on any electronic
trading platform in a “Trade
Area”, say the proposed new
legislations. Under the exist-
ingsystem, in states like Pun-

is time for

Opposition to wake up, smell
the coffee and change its
mindset, because the agri-
reforms are certainly here to
stay for good.

Sanju Verma is an economist,
the chief spokesperson for BYP
Mumbai and the bestselling
author of ‘Truth & Dare:
The Modi Dynamic”.

with

asa matter of routine.
Sharma is believed

Global Times, the m

implicated in the case
innocent.

the Ram Swarup case

thing which sounded

Coomar Narain case

influential Defence C
there was the Larkin

theis i

an journalists posted abroad occasionally receive
inputs on vital matters from intelligence agencies

ciation with a well-known foundation in New
Delhi. He used to regularly contribute to the

government. The police claim that he was receiv-
ing money through the hawala route in exchange
of information he shared with his “controllers.
His lawyer has been maintaining that he was

In the past, there have been instances, such as

not able to substantiate its charges and the suspect
went scot free amidst whispers in the corridors of
power that he was probably a double agent, some-

about espionage cases in the country include the

dozen functionaries of the Prime Minister’s Office
in January 1985 were found involved in furnishing
information to foreign agents at the behest of the

the arrest of Major General Frank Larkins and
his brother, Air Vice Marshal Kenneth Larkins, as
also an Army colonel and a defence dealer.

In the latest matter, it is obvious that there would
be more arrests. Nevertheless, till the police and

agencies. Select Indi-
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outh piece of the Chinese
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ridiculous. The most talked
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REGIONAL UNIVERSITIES AND CHALLENGES BEFORE NEW EDUCATION POLICY

OPINION

SURINDER KUMAR AND
ANUPRIYA SHARMA

The current system of
higher education in India

framework. It has been un-
derlined that for creation of a

has become
especially in the regional
universities. The new Na-
tional Education Policy
2020 (NEP) has outlined a
new roadmap for complete

culture of excell din-
novation in the universities,
all world-class institutions
globally have strong self-
governanceand outstanding
merit-based appointment

faculty and the universities
have to be completely auton-
omous in decision-making
regarding the curriculum
and medium of instructions
taking local needs into con-
sideration. The teaching
faculty will be autonomous
in taking decisions regard-
ing the teaching-learning
process. The regulatory ar-
chitecture of higher educa-
tion will also be made more

Overtime, the autonomy
and authority of EC and AC

till further orders. The VC
is deprived of the benefit of

teaching faculty requires
massive upgrading of their

have been com-
promised and taken over by
the state bureaucracy and
now all decisions are subject
to the approval of the state
government. AC and EC
have been reduced to debat-
ing clubs only.

The state Governor in his
capacity as Chancellor of the
university, appoints the Vice-
Cl (VC) on the rec-

These are laudable recom-
mendations but we need to
examine the necessary and

ommendation of the search
committee consisting of
three experts appointed by

for long-term
policymaking. To appoint
the board of governors and
the VC who are persons of
high integrity and academic
xcellence, isa million-dollar
question in the present mi-
liew in the society!
Teaching faculty in the
universities is appointed
through all-India competi-
tion on the recommendation
of a selection committee,
which consists of experts as
laid down by the UGC. In

and teaching
skills imbibing into autono-
‘mous functioning with built

20 percent. Most of theaffili-
ating universities are forced
to meet their expenses by
levying various types of ser-
vice charges on the affiliated

in forwhicha
lotofeffortand investmentin
training will be required. In-
stitutional and work-culture
changeisavery slow process

colleges, fee,
and charges from distance
education students, which
is like a ‘monopoly rent’.
When the affiliation system

and ith
utmost sensitivity and care.
Another challenge s that
about 40 percent of the
teaching posts in most of the
universities are lying vacant
and basic teaching require-
ments are met through con-
Lappoi NEP

sufficient uc-  theexecut the  practice,mostoftheappoi

inthe CI f i ments are on !
quality of educationandaca-  However, pastexperiencein-  considerations and political
demic culture ofourregional  forms us that the VCis ulti- i inappoi

universitics.

For governance, it is pro-
posed that universities will
have a board of governors,
which will consist of highly
qualified, competent and
dedicated persons and the
state will ensure that the in-
stitutions are free from out-

revamping and r
ing of the higher education
system in India. Two basic

system of i lead-
ersand teaching faculty.
Effective learning involves

mended for the universities
are complete transforma-
tion of the governance sys-
tem and teaching-learning
process in the multi-faculty

appropriate en-
‘gaging pedagogy and contin-
uous formative assessment
for development of scientific
temper and analytical capa-
bilities of students. Teaching

side interference. Ground
reality is that regional uni-

mately appointed on the rec-
ion of the Chief

has rightly underlined that

must be di d with, as

Minister, generally on polit-
ical considerations ignoring
academicand administrative
merit of the candidates. Past
experience also tells us that
the VC works on the direc-
tion of the chief minister and
has effectively been reduced
toa puppet in the hands of

as another big challenge. In
regional universities, most
of the teaching faculty does
not have adequate academic
exposure and required com-
petence to frame the curric-
ulum in an interdisciplinary
framework. It lacks skills for
interactive teaching involv-

versities are

by the vice-
the chief executive, on the
direction of the executive
council (EC) and academic
council (AC), which are the
authorities of the university.

the state y. Most  ing
as  of the senior ive comprising i as-
ands Iy i term d

vacant, year after year, and
the vice-chancellor appoints
teachers of his choice tempo-
rarily as additional charge

end-semester examination.
This requires both changes
in the work ethics & work
culture. For this, most of the

itis no for regu-
lar and competent faculty.
All vacant faculty positions
‘must be filled up on priority

is inued as proposed
by the NEP, all these uni-
versities will be in a serious
financial crisis. It is appre-
ciable that NEP recognizes
expenditure on education as

this commitment. However,
it states that commerciali-
zation of education will be
completely dispensed with.
If the government does not
make adequate financial
commitment to implement
the new national education
policy, either proposed poli-
cywillfallflat on the ground
or fees from students will
have to be raised substan-
tially. Apprehension is that
the private corporate sector
will be called upon to fill the
gap, making education very

public

Ithasalso been highlighted
that public expenditure on
education in India is one of
the lowest in the world at
4.43 percent of GDP. It has
been resolved to raise it to 6
percent of GDP at the earli-
est, an unfulfilled commit-
ment of the last 50 years. The
X i Committ

and depriving
higher education to weaker
sections of society.

NEP 2020 has placed be-
fore the nation a very am-
bitious agenda for shaping
its new generations to meet
the challenges of the 21st
century. To accomplish this
‘much-cherished goal, a firm

basis. Past isnot
very reassuring. Most criti-
cal challenge is the finan-
cial stability and autonomy
of the public universities.
Over the last 30 years, most
of the regional universities
are starved of public fund-
ing. Three decades back,
the share of state funding
to public universities was
about 80 percent and now
it has been reduced to about

which drafted the Educa-
tion Policy document, had
recommended that public
expenditure on education
should be raised from 10
percent of the budgetary
expenditure of the central
and state governments to
20 percent over the next ten
vears. The policy document
approved by the Govern-
ment of India is silent on

political i willbe
required to ensure adequate
public funding and non-in-
terference in the autonomy of
the universities. Otherwise,
it will be rendered toothless
and an empty box of lofty
ideals and wishful thinking.

Surinder Kumar is former di-
rector, Giri Institute of Devel-
opment Studies, Lucknow, and
_Anupriya Sharma is an inde-
pendent researcher.



