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A new world order

The permanent members of the UNSC must
support the reform process of the UN
ta special session marking 75 years of the United
ANaliDns on Tuesday, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called for reform of its “outdated struc-
tures”, pointing out that in the absence of comprehen-
sive changes, the world body today faces a “crisis of
confidence”. While the words appear harsh given the
occasion, they can hardly be faulted. India has been at
the forefront of demanding reform in the UN, particu-
larly its principal organ, the Security Council, for de-
cades, staking its claim as one of the world’s largest eco-
nomies and most populous countries, with a track
record in promoting a rules-based international order,
and contributing to peacekeeping through UN forces.
‘The UN was born in the crisis of the World War era, and
the realities of that time can hardly be compared to the
present. The UNSC’s permanent, veto-carrying mem-
bers, chosen by virtue of being “winners” of World War
11 - the U.S., the UK., France, Russia and later China —
can hardly claim adequate representation of the
world’s leadership today. The UNSC does not include a
permanent member from the African, Australian and
South American continents, and the pillars of the multi-
lateral order, such as the G-4 group of Brazil, India, Ger-
many and Japan, have been ignored for long. Other,
more representative options exist, and that has been
the crux of the battle for change. Also, there is a deep
polarisation within the UN's membership, so decisions
are either not taken, or not heeded. Frequent divisions
within the UNSC P-5 end up blocking key decisions.
These issues are underlined in a year where the corona-
virus pandemic has brought the world to a standstill;
yet, the UN, the UNSC, and WHO have failed to play an
effective role in helping nations deal with the spread.
For India, what has been most frustrating is that des-
pite the dysfunctional power balance that prevails, the
UN’s reform process, held through Inter Governmental
Negotiations (IGN) has not made progress over de-
cades, despite commitments. The UN has chosen to
“rollover” the discussions of the IGN, which are looking
at five major issues: enlarging the Security Council, ca-
tegories of membership, the question of the veto that
five Permanent members of the UNSC wield, regional
representation, and redistributing the Security Coun-
cil-General Assembly power balance. It is some comfort
that the UN’s 75th anniversary declaration passed by all
member countries this week pledges to “upgrade the
United Nations” with a commitment to “instil new life
in the discussions on the reform of the Security Coun-
cil”. Those words can only be realised if the UNSC's per-
manent members recognise the deep peril the UN faces
and support the reform process, an act that will require
looking beyond their own interests for the greater good
of the world and its peace-building architecture.

Precarious houses
To prevent building collapses. governments
should offer incentives for repairs

hiwandi, a suburban town in the Mumbai Metro-
B politan Region, has witnessed a building collapse
in the receding weeks of the monsoon, killing at
least 20 people including minors, and exposing once
again, the precarious condition of many dwellings in
one of India’s more prosperous States. Many more hap-
less residents and workers of a powerloom unit operat-
ing in the aging three-storeyed building were trapped
under the debris. Legal liability and responsibility for
the disaster have inevitably fallen on the owner of the
structure and some municipal officials, for failing to
abide by pre-monsoon safety audits. The monsoon has
brought such disasters unfailingly to coastal Maharash-
tra, including Mumbai, for years now. In July, seven pe-
ople died in the commercial capital, when two chawl
buildings in densely populated working class areas
crashed after heavy rain. Another incident in Mahad, in
the rain-drenched Raigad district, killed many in Au-
gust. These traumatic calamities, similar to many oth-
ers in recent years, point to a worrying trend. Coastal
Maharashtra has often received a staggering quantum
of monsoon rainfall, and Thane district, where Bhiwan-
diis located, recorded 320 cm three years ago, over the
average of about 240 cm. This is an alarm signal to the
government. Flimsy buildings, particularly those con-
structed in the 1970, are in danger of collapse, while
their owners and residents are unable to fund their
maintenance. A weaker economy in the post-COVID-19

phase will render expensive repairs even less feasible.
Ending the tragic episodes of building collapses will
require Maharashtra to raise the bar for municipal ser-
vices, beginning with safety audits. It is true that Mum-
bai's municipal government has been identifying and
classifying buildings based on hazard levels for some
time now, and last year found 499 to be in a dangerous
state. This programme must now include suburban lo-
cal bodies such as the Bhiwandi Nizampur City Munici-
pal Corporation, which lack the capacity and resources
to carry out a comprehensive check. On the other
hand, building owners must be incentivised to carry
out safety repairs, with support from the Centre and
the State, making such certified expenditure tax-deduc-
tible. Mumbai's municipal engineers have, in the past,
complained of political interference in the enforcement
of safety norms, but as Monday’s accident makes clear,
safety depends on quality. A more profound question is
whether purely market-led approaches to housing can
support Mumbai’s ambitions for growth, when its poor-
ly-housed workers might be better served by a hybrid
solution that includes decent, affordable social accom-

E-learning in India, a case of bad education

In poorly performing educational systems as in the country. online learning may not usher in a revolution

ROHIT DHANKAR

quality of opportunity to all
E is one of the basic principles

of our Constitution. From an
educational point of view, John
Dewey, American philosopher,
psychologist, and educational re-
former, strongly argued that “[A]n
environment in which some are li-
mited will always in reaction
create conditions that prevent the
full development even of those
who fancy they enjoy complete
freedom for unhindered growth.”
Another point he makes equally
strongly is that for good educa-
tion, one must lead the child’s cur-
rent interests and abilities organi-
cally to logically organised human
knowledge. This second point is
an indicator of the quality of
education.

The key issues
Our education system was never
very efficient even in the best of
times. The COVID-19 pandemic
has rendered it extremely biased
and faulty. The main thrust of pro-
viding learning opportunities
while schools are shut is online
teaching. There are several sets of
guidelines and plans issues by the
government, the National Council
of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) and the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) for this purpose. The Inter-
net space is teeming with learning
schemes, teaching videos, sites
and portals for learning opportun-
ities. The content of all govern-
‘ment sites and schemes is primari-
ly the NCERT-issued Alternative
Academic  Calendar  (https://
bit.ly/3kESnCN), videos of teach-
ing, digital editions of textbooks,
and links to other such material.
There are three pertinent issues
in this whole effort of online edu-
cation and schemes that need se-

rious consideration. One, an exa-
cerbation of inequality; two, the
pedagogical issues leading to bad
quality education; and three, an
unwarranted thrust on online edu-
cation, post-COVID-19.

Exacerbation of inequality
It is worth repeating a truism that
calamities, be they natural or man-
made, affect the underprivileged
the hardest; COVID-19 is no excep-
tion. The plight of millions of mi-
grant labourers, many of who
walked thousands of kilometres
right in the beginning of the lock-
down, proved the point adequate-
ly. A similar but less noticed de-
privation is being visited to
children of the same people,
which may push the next genera-
tion in a direction of even greater
comparative disadvantage.

In our society there is no large
movement that may generate any
hope of an improved situation in
terms of equality and social jus-
tice. Therefore, any positive
change that might come about will
be a cumulative result of the deve-
lopment of capabilities and grit in
individuals. The COVID-19 shut-
down has affected this opportuni-
ty for the poor even harder than
their counterparts from well-to-do
sections of society. The govern-
ment began plans for students
with no online access only by the
end of August. The plans them-
selves were the usual glib talk al-
ways served to the poor. These
plans assume semi-literate or illit-
erate parents teaching children,
community involvement, mobile
pools, and 50 on. Anyone with an
understanding of rural India will
immediately note these to be ima-
ginary. As a result, whatever on-
line or digital education is availa-
ble is for students with only online
access. Thus, digital India may be-
come even more unequal and di-
vided than it already is.

Even if one takes it as an emer-
gency measure (that ‘something is
better than nothing’) and also ac-
cept “for some is better than no
one’ despite it being against the
principle of equal opportunity, the
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quality of online teaching-learning
leaves much to be desired. The
NCERT declares in its Learning En-
hancement Guidelines (https://
bit.ly/3iWdxWD), or LEG that 60-
70% students, teachers and pa-
rents consider learning satisfacto-
ry. However, its survey asks a
single question on the feeling of
students using the criteria of ‘joy-
ful to burdensome’. The happi-
ness or otherwise of the student
while learning is, of course, impor-
tant, but it says nothing about the
quantum and depth of learning.

Listening to lectures on the mo-
bile phone, copying from the
board where the teacher is writ-
ing, frequent disconnections and/
or having blurred video/audio can
hardly and organically connect
the child’s present understanding
with the logically organised bodies
of human knowledge.

No focus on concepts
If one sees videos of teaching
‘mathematics, science, history, and
the English language, one can
hardly avoid noticing problems
with them. In the science and
mathematics videos, in particular,
there are many misconceptions
and ambiguities. The emphasis is
more on ‘tricks’ to remember for
success in an examination than
laying the stress on conceptual
understanding.

The government of Delhi also
uses videos by the Khan Academy
(“a nonprofit with a mission to
provide a free, world-class educa-
tion to anyone, anywhere”). Many
American educators have ques-
tioned the quality of teaching and
have pointed out inadequate or
plainly wrong concepts, particu-
Tarly in mathematics. To quote an

article in The i Post,

well ystems, and eith-

“Khan Academy: The revolution
that isn’t” (July 23, 2012 - htps://
wapo.st/3mJU4dV):  “teachers...
are concerned that... the guy
who's delivered over 170 million
lessons to students around the
world... considers the precise ex-
planation of mathematical con-
cepts to be mere ‘nitpicking'”
‘The secondary students are in a
better position still because of
their relative independence in
learning and possible self-disci-
pline. The beginners in the lower
primary can get nothing at all from
this mode of teaching. An example
of assumptions in the NCERT’s
planning in LEG can be instruc-
tive; it is glibly pronounced that
“for a child in grade I, the learning
outcome — associates words with
pictures — can be easily taught
with the use of resources available
from or at home such as newspap-
ers, food packets, things at home,
TV programmes, nature, etc. All
that will be needed is guidance to
the parents.” Well, if it were all that
simple, then why are our children
not learning to read and write?
Education does not happen in
chance encounters with print. As
Michael Joseph Oakeshott who al-
so wrote on education would say,
it requires well-connected, regular
efforts that are

er has no benefits or negative im-
pact in poorly performing sys-
tems. That does not indicate much
hope from IT in our education sys-
em.

The NCERT’s LEG states that
“COVID-19 has created a situation
which demands transformation in
school education... the transac-
tion mechanisms in school educa-
tion may go through a drastic
change. Therefore, even if the pan-
demic will get over, its traces will
be there and school education
needs to remodel itself....” It re-
commends that “alternative
modes of education for the whole
academic session including Inter-
net-based, radio, podcast, com-
munity radio, IVRS, TV DTH Chan-
nels, etc” should be developed.
This transformation of schools in
the current understanding of pe-
dagogy, suitability of learning ma-
terial and quality of learning pro-
vided through IT will further
devastate the already inadequate
system of school education in the
country. Of course, IT can be used
in a balanced manner where it can
help; but it should not be seen as a
silver bullet to remedy allills in the
education system.

Institutional environment
The i of an instituti

building to help the child focus his
attention and to provoke him to
distinguish and to discriminate,
and develop a habit of staying on
task. And this requires help from
someone who knows the child as
well as understands the objective
of education. Food packets and
newspapers in the hands of even
‘guided’ semiliterate parents will
be good enough to present a plan
on paper, but will be completely
useless for the child’s learning.

The thrust, post-COVID-19

IT has been presented as a harbin-
ger of a revolution in education for
more than three decades now. Ho-
wever, all reliable studies seem to
indicate that Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)
in the classroom helps in already

environment cannot be overem-
phasised when one thinks of on-
line teaching. Even when the insti-
tutions  function sub-optimally,
students themselves create an en-
vironment that supports their
growth morally, socially and intel-
lectually in conversations and in-
teractions with each other. The
online mode of teaching com-
pletely forecloses this opportuni-

=

In conclusion,our democracy
and public education system have,
as usual, left the neediest in the
Turch and are providing bad edu-
cation to those who matter.

Rohit Dhankar is Professor, Azim Premji
University, Bengaluru, and Founder
Secretary, Digantar, Jaipur, Rajasthan.
The views expressed are personal

Making the language of the law comprehensible

The demand for greater availability of laws and public records in the 22 languages in the Schedule VIIl is not a big ask

=)
-

PRASHANT REDDY T.

he recent litigation over the
Tlanguage in which the Draft

Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) Notification 2020
should be published has brought
much needed attention to the is-
sue of official languages used by
the central government in its func-
tioning. The trigger for this debate
has been litigation by citizens,
who protested against the publica-
tion of the draft EIA notification in
only English and Hindi, on the
grounds that such a policy ex-
cludes a large number of Indians
who do not speak Hindi or English
from participating in the public
consultation process.

While two High Courts have
asked the government to publish
the notification in all 22 languages
mentioned in Schedule VIII to the
Constitution, the central govern-
ment is pushing back against this
order, arguing that it is not re-
quired by the law to publish these
notifications in the 22 languages
mentioned in Schedule VIII.

One of the other reasons offered
by the central government to resist
the translation of the notification
into 22 languages is that transla-
tions may result “in the meaning
of the words being obfuscated and
often even lost”, thereby leading
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to greater legal uncertainty. It is in-
credible for the government of the
world’s largest democracy to make
such a claim because there exists a
central law called the Authorita-
tive Texts (Central Laws) Act, 1973
(https://bit.ly/35Wkkfp)  which
creates a legal mechanism to re-
cognise authoritative translations
of all central laws into languages
mentioned in the Schedule VIII to
the Constitution of India. This law
extends to rules and delegated le-
gislation issued under central
laws. The Legislative Department
of the Law Ministry hosts these
translations on its website.

Separate from the question of
accuracy of translations is the larg-
er policy question regarding the
languages used by the central go-
vernment for communicating with
the public. The Official Languages
Act, 1963 (https://
bit.ly/3mHWmuh) requires the pu-
blication of the law in only English
and Hindi. As a result, the central
government, de facto, ends up ex-
cluding non-English and non-Hin-
di speaking citizens from the law-
making process only because of
their linguistic identity.

Language politics

Surprisingly, this issue is yet to gar-
ner the political attention it de-
serves despite the fact that since
Independence, language has been
one of the main markers of politi-
cal identity in India. The reorgan
sation of Indian States on linguistic
lines in 1956 took place because of
the agitations that followed the
death of Potti Sreeramulu in 1952
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after his 56-day long fast demand-
ing the creation of a State for the
Telugu-speaking people of the Ma-
dras Presidency. Ever since, lan-
guage has played a key role in
shaping Indian politics. The rise
and success of several regional
political parties such as the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam, the Telu-
gu Desam Party and the Shiv Sena
have been associated with linguis-
tic pride, which sometimes can
boil into language chauvinism
against other linguistic minorities.
Language, therefore, is a powerful
marker of political identity in In-
dia.

Despite the importance of lan-
guage to Indian politics, the key
political parties which owe their
existence to their politics around
language, appear to be weak and
inadequate in convincing Parlia-
ment or the central government in
ensuring that all 22 languages re-
cognised in the Schedule VIII to
the Constitution are used by all in-
stitutions of the central govern-
ment while communicating or in-
terfacing with the public.

At the very least, an inclusive
language policy must be integral to
the law-making and enforcement
process. This should include man-
datorily publishing all parliamen-
tary debates and associated re-

cords such as reports of
parliamentary committees, the
entire record of the Gazette of In-
dia, all legislation and delegated
legislation of the central govern-
ment in all 22 languages that are
incorporated in the Schedule VIIL.
Similarly, central government of-
fices such as the passport office,
dealing with citizens across the
country should give citizens the
option to engage with the govern-
ment in a language of their choos
ing. So far, only the Unique Identi-
fication Authority of India (UIDAI)
which runs the Aadhaar digital
identity programme has an inclu-
sive language policy allowing citi-
zens to get identity cards in lan-
guages other than English and
Hindi.

Translations as legal right
In many of the cases outlined
above, especially with regard to le-
gislative enactments, it is reasona-
ble to argue that citizens are not
bound by laws that are not made
available to them in their local lan-
guage. The Supreme Court of In-
dia in the past (Harla v. State of Ra-
Jjasthan, 1951) has ruled that
citizens are not bound by laws
which have not been published
and publicised. The Court stated
in pertinent part: “Natural justice
requires that before a law can be-
come operative it must be promul-
gated or published. It must be
broadcast in some recognisable
way so that all men may know
what it is; or, at the very least,
there must be some special rule or
regulation or customary channel

by or through which such know-
ledge can be acquired with the ex-
ercise of due and reasonable
diligence.”

It does not take much to extend
this reasoning to argue that In-
dians are not bound by central
laws unless Parliament makes its
laws available in languages under-
stood by all Indians.

In the European Union

The demand for greater availabili-
ty of laws and public records of the
central government in the 22 lan-
‘guages in the Schedule VIIT is not a
big ask. In other multi-linguistic ju-
risdictions such as the European
Union (EU), all EU-level official
documents are made available in
all 24 official languages of member
States (htps://bit.ly/33SK4Xp) be-
cause the EU has a policy in place
to respect the linguistic diversity
of its member nations. This policy
allows all EU nationals to com-
municate with EU institutions in
any of the 24 official languages and
these institutions are required to
respond in the same language.

It is appalling that the Govern-
ment of India does not have a simi-
lar policy in place. It is not too late
to put in place such a policy but
this is unlikely to happen unless
political parties such as the Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam make it a
national issue like they did in 1965
when the Official Languages Act
was amended to make Hindi the
sole official language of the central
government.

Prashant Reddy T.is a lawyer

In the Rajya Sabha
Whatever be the reasons
given, the unruly manner in
‘which some members of
the Rajya Sabha reportedly

behaved in the House lefc it becomes necessary for
much to be desired (Page 1, the Speaker or the Deputy
“8 Opposition MPs Speaker to initiate strict

suspended from RS for
“unruly behaviour',”
September 22). We have
seen similar incidents in
Parliament in the past.
Unless order is maintained
in the House, valuable
debating and discussion

live on television, such
reckless incidents within
the temple of our great
democracy could set a bad
example ahead. Sometimes

action against some
‘members who blatantly
flout the rules of the House,
in the interests of
maintaining decorum and
in ensuring normal
proceedings. Parliament
runs on the tax payer’s

= A lack of sanctity in the
law-making process and
politics was evident during
the debate and passage of
the two agriculture Bills in
the Rajya Sabha and the
fallout. There are two
important factors in the
law-making process. In the
first, it is essential to
scrutinise the subject. And,
importantly, in the second,
there must be robust and
extensive debate on the floor
of Parliament. There is no
doubt that the culture of a

On the frontline

Between 1961 and 1963, I was
one of the early recruits by
the UPSC for the Border
Roads Organisation as a Class
1officer (engineering) and
posted to No.10 BRTF
(Border Roads Task Force)
on the Hindustan-Tibet road,
from Topri (Kinnur district,
Himachal Pradesh) to
shipkila at the Tibet border.
Our commander was Col.
N.S. Kumar, a task master. A
‘major was in command at
one of the sites. After a few

frequently. Some Army

not return. I was asked to
take over the unit, soon after,
in October 1962, when the
Chinese invaded India at
‘many points. In our sector,
called the ‘sugar sector” (a
translation of “‘Chini’ from
Hindi), we waited for orders
from above. The terrain was
avery difficult one and the
Indian Army was poorly
equipped with World War
vintage 303 rifles and two
old jeeps which broke down

personnel who had rushed in
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vehicles to transport them
up to the border and our
drivers and other staff
‘worked tirelessly to get the
mission completed. The
roads under construction
were dangerous — just 10 feet
wide, no parapet wall, and
with steep curves and
gradients on the sides. One
wrong move would have sent
avehicle plunging hundreds
of feet below into the Sutlej
river. It s a pity that the

time on important Bills hard earned money and deliberative and consultative ~ months he met with an from Travancore, Mysore political class did little to
modation. The immediate priority for Maharashtrais to would be lost. With the every minute wasted is process of law making has to  accident due to a rockfall and Rajasthan had yettobe  improve the situation at the
understand the scale of the problem, identify the weak- whole country, especially ~ unacceptable. be restored. and sustained severe head ~ acclimatised. I had the border from 1962 to 1975.
est structures and launch a plan to prevent disasters. the younger generation, A. MOHAN, injuries. He was evacuated to  opportunity of providing K. SUNDARARAJAN,
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Recovery from COVID-19 can be a struggle - Uniting to combat COVID-19

The South Asian region could leverage its existing

Itis becoming evident that cardiovascular, neurological and psychological effects are real post-COVID

LANCELOT PINTO & NIKITA MEHRA

“When will I feel normal again?’ This
is a question every clinician gets
asked daily. In most instances, histor-
ical narratives, research studies, gui-
delines and personal experiences
equip us to provide an informed
answer. Most research on COVID-19,
however, has so far focused on re-
ducing deaths, shortening hospital
stays, and arresting the spread of the
disease. With the cohort of COVID
survivors getting larger, we are now
cognisant of the fact that a significant
proportion of patients who survive
the illness suffer from sequelae that
may not be shortlived. Support
groups have mushroomed online of
thousands of individuals reporting
persistent symptoms months after
recovering from the illness. A recent
study from Italy reported that at an
average of two months post-hospital-
isation, only 12.6% individuals were
free of any symptoms. The most
common symptom reported in over
half of all patients was fatigue. Unex-
pectedly, a significant proportion of
individuals with ‘mild’ illness are al-
so reporting long-standing
symptoms.

Effects of COVID-19

SARS-CoV-2 belongs to a family of
single-stranded RNA viruses called
coronaviruses. Viruses in this family
have been known for their far-reach-
ing effects, affecting the respiratory,
neurological, cardiovascular (heart
and blood vessels), hepatic (liver),
and enteric (gut) systems. The focus
of the present pandemic has been on
the respiratory effects of the virus,
which have been the most common
manifestation and cause of morbidi-
ty and mortality. As many as 97% of
all individuals with symptomatic dis-
ease have been reported to demon-
strate abnormalities on a CT scan of
the chest. In addition to the viral in-
fection and the immune response to
it, the use of oxygen and being on a
ventilator can also cause injury to the
lungs. Corticosteroids, the only
drugs with a proven mortality bene-
fit in COVID-19, have the potential to

RevTERS

help reduce lung injury. However,
their prolonged use can have ill-ef-
fects affecting multiple systems in
the body. In the study mentioned
above, 43% individuals reported
shortness of breath two months after
discharge.

‘The involvement of the cardiovas-
cular system has been a prominent
feature of this pandemic, as reflected
both by clinical and autopsy studies.
Individuals have gone to hospital
with inflammation of the muscle
fibres of the heart, limiting the func-
tioning of the heart and mimicking
heart attacks, and clots in the blood
vessels of the lungs, brain and veins.
These have been attributed to the di-
rect effects of the virus (the heart
muscle has an abundance of the
same receptors that the virus binds
to in the lungs, the ACE2 receptors)
as well as abnormalities in the clot-
ting pathways secondary to a dys-
functional and exuberant immune
response to the virus. A fifth of all
hospitalised patients have blood
markers that reflect dying heart mus-
cle cells. A subset of individuals re-
port persistent palpitations and have
an elevated resting heart rate, chest
pain and exercise intolerance
months after the illness. Structural
damage to the heart and damage to
the nerve transmission that regulates
the functioning of the heart and the
tone of blood vessels have been hy-
pothesised to cause these effects.

The myelin sheath is a layer that
covers nerves, facilitating transmis-
sion of signals along nerve fibres.
Loss of this sheath, seen in demyeli-
nating illnesses such as multiple scle-
Tosis, is associated with severe fa-
tigue and loss of muscle strength.
Coronaviruses have been postulated
to cause demyelinating disease
through the direct effect on oligoden-

Needless Booker brouhaha

The obsession with the Booker Prize is in tandem
with Indias fixation for foreign awards

KUNAL RAY

Like every year, the Booker Prize
shortlist has garnered a lot of atten-
tion in India. We also have an Indian-
born author on the shortlst. Regard-
less, Booker Prize

duced to writerly templates and plot
points to tick off the list of essentials a
work of fiction from this part of the
‘world must contain.

The Booker Prize or any big award
soto speak has done precious little to

are awaited with keen interest prima-
rily by a minority community in the
country largely comprising English
language publishers, booksellers,
critics, academics and readers. The
Booker Prize-winning work is then
translated into multiple Indian lan-
guages which is a pure economic de-
cision rather than an artistic choice.

A kind of neo-colonialism

The obsession with the Booker is in
tandem with our fixation for foreign
awards and nominations. A kind of
neo-colonialism or an imperialism of
the mind is established when books
and authors are considered impor-
tant only vis-a-vis their mentions in
the foreign press and nominations
for “prestigious’ foreign awards. Ma-
ny authors from the erstwhile Com-
monwealth clamour to
write for the foreign
press and gain entry
into the exclusive club
of a privileged few. If
you win it, even better.
There is very little at-
tempt to discuss the
winning title for its
own merit. The awards
create blinders. A slav-
ish attitude is perpet-
uated through awards
and longlists that refuse to read or re-
cognise literature beyond honorifics
or quotable quotes.

Lest it be forgotten it should per-
haps be said that awards are always a
reflection of a handful or a jury com-
prising certain individuals and their
likes and dislikes. That is the case
with all jury and awards. This lack of
criticality around the award is farci-
cal. Also, how has the Booker really
helped the reading or writing sphere
in this country? It has encouraged a
class of writers who write to win
awards. Their writing, however, has
to qualify for the pre-determined ca-
tegories as to how the East or the rest
of the world is imagined by the West.
That debate is still not dated. Gender,
colour, caste, conflict have been re-
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improve the Indian ip rather
than creating momentary interest in
the work or the author. There are
some who attain permanent celebri-
ty status based on the laurels of the
award. This award-obsessed culture
is a trap to jettison conversation
about reading and writing and furth-
er drown us in the cult of the celebri-
ty, a permanent fetish. We refuse to
look beyond the individual. His or
her writing becomes secondary and
gradually of marginal interest.

Books in India

‘There are several awards in various
Indian languages which regularly ho-
nour and recognise literary talent.
Those awards barely find a mention
in the mainstream media. We have to
‘wait for translations to bridge that
gap. While translations from Indian
languages into English
have peaked over the
years, only a certain
kind of writing is chosen
or curated; writing that
‘mainstream, metropoli-
tan India might want to
read from the provinces.
This is a major limitation
that we have to find ways
to address.

While we look away
from our own, we con-
stantly strive to understand the fo-
reign, the different. There is a lot of
glib talk about the role of literature in
expanding the horizon but it
shouldn’t be done at the cost of ig-
noring local knowledge systems and
writing cultures. We often talk about
building bridges through literature.
While that is surely welcome, it
should not hold our imagination hos-
tage to foreign awards and juries
which do precious little to improve
our lives as readers and thinkers es-
pecially in a country known for its
widely varied and constantly evolv-
ing literary cultures beyond the En-
glish speaking and writing sphere.
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Kunal Ray teaches literary and cultural
studies at FLAME University, Pune
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drocytes (cells in the nervous sys-
tem), and through immune mechan-
isms in which similarities between
the virus and myelin lead to T-cells
attacking the body’s own myelin.
The loss of smell that has been re-
ported in COVID-19 is believed to be a
result of the virus entering the brain
through the olfactory bulb, and the
presence of the virus has been de-
monstrated in the fluid surrounding
the brain. The persistence of fatigue,
“brain fog’, short-term memory loss,
loss of smell and taste, and headach-
es are all being reported for months
following the illness. These are possi-
bly sequelae of the virus invading the
nervous system. SARS-CoV-2 may
have the potential for resulting in a
cohort of individuals with progres-
sive neurological disease, and long-
haulers with such symptoms need to
be followed-up closely.

Survivors of SARS infection re-
ported post-traumatic stress disor-
der, and a range of mental illnesses
including increased suicidality in the
months’ post-infection. In the three
years following the SARS epidemic,
59% survivors reported a psychiatric
disorder at some point. A study pu-
blished in Sleep Medicine revealed
very high rates of clinically signifi-
cant insomnia (20%), acute stress
(15.8%), anxiety (18.5%), and depres-
sion (24.5%). The isolation from fami-
ly and friends during the period of
hospitalisation, stigma associated
with the disease, and anxiety be-
cause of lockdowns are all likely to
contribute to mental illness after be-
ing infected. Especially in those ad-
mitted with the illness, it would be
naive to assume that a discharge
from the hospital would lead to a re-
turn to normalcy. Whether the ef-
fects of the virus on the brain are res-
ponsible for the psychiatric

long-term effects, or these are a con-
sequence of the mileu in which we
live, is unknown, but needs close
‘monitoring.

‘What can be done?

So, what do we tell patients who ask
us the question? What we know is
that other viral illnesses have been
known to cause a post-viral fatigue
syndrome too. Persistent viral frag-
ments leading to a constant immune
response have been thought to play a
role. What makes COVID-19 relatively
unique though is that these symp-
toms are being reported in indivi-
duals who have had a mild illness
and are often young and had been
healthy prior to the illness. What is
reassuring is that our experience
with other viral illnesses suggests
that most individuals return to a nor-
mal life, and only a small fraction
have symptoms which persist. For
long haulers, the limited experience
that present survivors offer is that
rest helps; trying to push through the
pain can be counter-productive, es-
pecially if one attempts vigorous ex-
ercise too soon. A recent guideline
published in the British Journal of
Sports Medicine has warned against
exercising during the illness (might
increase viral replication within the
heart, causing long-term damage,
and can also cause sudden cardiac
death), and has suggested a detailed
assessment before return to sport in
individuals with symptoms. Close
‘monitoring is key, as is the control of
co-morbidities, nutritional deficien-
cies and illnesses such as endocrine
disorders. A graded rehabilitation
which includes building physical en-
durance and addressing mental
health issues is crucial to a holistic
recovery.

Empathy is key, and research is
needed to codify the illness and pre-
vent the stigma that such individuals
report having to face from their
peers. It is becoming evident that
Ppost-COVID effects are real. We owe
it to our patients to help them under-
stand it better, and study ways in
which we can alter its course.

Dr: Lancelot Pinto is a Consultant
Pulmonologist and Epidemiologist at P.D.
Hinduja National Hospital, Mumbai. Dr.
Nikita Mehra s an Assistant Professor of
Medical Oncology and Researcher in
Molecular Oncology at Adyar Cancer
Institute, Chennai. Views are personal

institutional framework under the umbrella of SAARC

SYED MUNIR KHASRU

With the pandemic showing no signs of abat-
ing, growth prospects for the world's fastest-
growing region, South Asia, appear grim. In
April, the World Bank predicted that growth
in the region would be 1.8%-2.8% this year.
Governments in South Asian countries
have responded in varying degrees to coun-
ter the health and economic crises. India res-
umed its economic activities on a limited
scale following a strict lockdown imposed in
Tate March and lasting through April. Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka did the
same after an extended lockdown. Bhutan
and the Maldives have managed to largely
contain community transmission and avoid
prolonged lockdowns due to a higher testing
rate. This is consistent with the hypothesis
that countries that have conducted more
tests have been more successful in contain-
ing the pandemic. According to Worldome-
ter, in South Asia, the Maldives has the high-
est number of tests per million population
followed by Bhutan. Countries facing a surge
in cases, such as India, could have flattened
the curve by increasing the number of tests.

Low mortality

India has the second largest number of CO-
VID-19 cases in the world (over 55 lakh) after
the U.S. Bangladesh has around 3.5 lakh cas-
es. Surprisingly, unlike other regions, South
Asian countries are experiencing a lower
mortality rate despite having a higher infec-
tion rate. Many have suggested that this
could be due to the region’s tropical climate,
protection offered by a tuberculosis vaccine
(BCG), exposure to malaria, and a weaker
strain of the virus. However, epidemiological
studies and the World Health Organization’s
reviews have been sceptical about the hy-
potheses which leave out one plausible ex-
planation — the concern over data reliability.
Many have suggested that in a region that
houses one-fourth of the global population
and one-third of the global poor, many CO-
VID-19 deaths might have gone unnoticed,
unreported or even under-reported.

While India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
the Maldives have unveiled stimulus packag-
es, the rest are yet to announce any concrete
support for their low income and lower-mid-
dle income population still suffering from
the economic fallout of the ci
March, India announced a $22.5 billion relief

package to ensure food security and cash
transfers to save the livelihoods of an esti-
‘mated 800 million people living in poverty.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) slashed the
repo and reverse repo rate to create liquidity
for businesses. In early April, Bangladesh an-
nounced a stimulus package worth about $8
billion in addition to an earlier $595 million
incentive package for export-oriented indus-
tries. In late March, Pakistan unveiled a com-
prehensive fiscal stimulus package of $6.76
billion. Its central bank also slashed the in-
terest rate. In late April, the Maldives govern-
‘ment mobilised a $161.8 million emergency
fund. It also announced a short-term financ-
ing facility for the tourism industry. Sri Lan-
ka signed an agreement with the RBI for a
currency swap worth $400 million to sup-
port domestic financial stability. In late Fe-
bruary, the Afghan government allocated
about $25 million to fight COVID-19. In addi-
tion, a $100.4 million grant was approved by
the World Bank in April to Afghanistan.
Although countries like India and Bangla-
desh announced financial and material sti-
mulus packages, distribution concerns re-
main unaddressed. For instance, the Open
Market Sale in Bangladesh appears ineffec-
tive as there is no physical distancing and, in
some instances, there is political tampering
and poor governance. In India, the announ-
cement of the lockdown gave citizens less
than four hours to prepare. Hoarding of sup-
plies caused a shortage in the market. The
lockdown disrupted supply chains. It was a
similar situation in Nepal and Pakistan.

A coordinated response mechanism
Since this crisis is likely to result in pro-
longed economic setbacks in South Asia,
leaders of the region need to look beyond
narrow geopolitical rivalry and come togeth-
er to work towards a well-coordinated res-
ponse mechanism. A SAARC COVID-19 fund
was created following Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s call to South Asian leaders,
but governments are yet to decide on its mo-
dus operandi. The region could leverage its
existing institutional framework under the
umbrella of SAARC to effectively respond to
the crisis. For instance, SAARC Food Banks
could be activated to tackle the imminent re-
gional food crisis, and the SAARC Finance
Forum can be activated to formulate a re-
gional economic policy response. If leaders
of the region can’t rise to the occasion even
when faced with a common problem that is
claiming lives, putting millions out of jobs
and crippling economies, when will they?

‘Syed Munir Khasru s Chairman of the international
think tank, The Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and
‘Governance. Email: munir khasru@ipag.org
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RAPID PROGRESS | Global under-five mortality
dropped from 93 deaths per 1,000 live births to 38
deaths in 2019. Neonatal mortality reduced from 36.6
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(COVID-19 threat | There is evidence across the world that the pandemic has disrupted several essential services such
as access to healthcare and immunisation. A recent paper* published in The Lancet estimates that the number of
under-five child deaths will increase by 2.5 lakh-11.5 lakh in 118 low-income and middle-income countries if disruptions
(reduction of workforce, reduction of services, etc.) continue for six months

Though about 20,000 children die every day across the world, mostly of
preventable or treatable causes, the UN's global child mortality estimates are much
lower today than before. There are wide geographical disparities with Africa and
South Asia bearing a greater share of the burden. Recent studies show that this
rapid improvement could slow down due to service disruptions related to COVID-19

NEONATAL RISK | The rate of decline in neonatal mortality
has been slower than that of under-five mortality. So, the
share of neonatal deaths among under-five deaths increased
from 40% in 1990 to 47% in 2019

Timothy Roberton et al, The Lancet
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10,000 dead in Jordan fighting

The United Arab Republic Minister for Infor-
mation, Mr. Mohamed Heikal, said to-day
[Cairo, September 22] that 10,000 people
had died in the fighting in Jordan between
King Hussein’s troops and the Palestine gue-
rillas. He told a press conference that the sit-
uation in Amman was “extremely danger-
ous”. Palestine guerillas to-day reported
losing 8,000 dead and tens of thousands
wounded in the past five days of savage fight-
ing in Jordan, but vowed to fight King Hus-
sein’s tanks and troops until they won. Be-
fore the fighting commenced last Thursday,
guerilla numbers were believed to be bet-
ween 20,000 and 30,000 full-time comman-
dos with as many again of part-time militia.
The Jordanian forces numbered around
55,000. Their losses have not been stated
but could be heavy, particularly in the wee-
kend tank battles in North Jordan with a Syr-
ian-based armour force. Amman airport was
still closed to air traffic, but one Red Cross
relief plane was able to get through last night
with drugs and medicine.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  SEPT. 23, 1920

The Brussels Conference
(From an editorial)

The international conference, to be held un-
der the auspices of the League of Nations to
consider and devise means to stabilise inter-
national credit, is to meet at Brussels shortly.
Onits decisions will largely depend the eco-
nomic future of the world and it is to be
hoped that the Conference, bearing this
point in mind, will approach the problems
faced before it in that spirit of good will, tol-
erance and large-heartedness which alone
will enable to rehabilitate the economic po-
sition of the shattered countries, enemy or
allied, where now nothing but gloom and
chaos obtain in matters industrial and finan-
cial. The problem, of course, is not easy of
solution; were it easy, no international con-
ference under such high auspices would
have been necessary to solve it. The present
economic chaos has resulted in something
like a deplorable economic deadlock. On the
one hand, industrial nations, whether belli-
gerent or neutral, are just now experiencing
a trade shump on a very large scale. It would
appear that the decline in business has
grown to such proportions that the mills
have had to work short time which means
unemployment on a considerable scale, la-
bour unrest and business failures.

»
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TIME T0 CHANGE

Covid-19 pandemicis a
big wake-up call for us

India’s situation is not unique; the same ills can be seen across the globe. It is a larger pandemic waiting
to explode. Let’s take the coronavirus crisis as nature’s warning to set our development model right.

OPINION

ARVIND SAXENA

P

“The darkest places in hell are
reserved for those who maintain
their neutrality in times of moral

crisis”
- Dante Alighieri (1265 -
1321), Italian national epic
poet

yarewe always
surprised when
confronted with

acrisis? Why is the default
reaction one of finding an
excuse or blaming someone
else? Despite being one of the
oldest civilisations, how is it
that not one of us is able to
foresee the outcome of our

mass of men and women
who crowded our cities,
lived in shanties and hovels,
having unclean water and
food? They worked long
hours in ienic and in-

Sri Lanka or Bangladesh,
make aggressive or unpleas-
ant moves, we get shocked
and react with panic - be
it our military, diplomatic
and now even economic
moves? Why is it so diffi-
cult to understand that ad-
versaries will work on our
internal fault lines and look
for weaknesses in the polity,
economy and strategic pre-
paredness; that emerging
powers will do everythingto
increase their spheres of in-
fluence and safeguard their
ic i s, includin;

human conditions. Penury
and disease were a part of
their lives. Their families
in the villages depended on
their meagre earnings, and
they dared not raise their
voice against the exploita-
tion, because there were
millions of others waiting to
replace them. Did we actu-
ally believe that it was fine
to hire a man or a woman
for less than Rs 10,000 per
month, without any obliga-
tion for his social security,
health, shelter, education
or development needs? It
needed countless of these
unfortunate citizens to die
on roads and rails and in
railway trains for at least
some of us to be jolted out of
our reverie.

Why are we expressing
shock on learning that Chi-
nese agencies were creating

their trade interests? Why
needle the beast without do-
ing a thorough war-gaming
of our moves? Why are we
shocked when the adversary
usesits leveragesin Kashmir
and Ladakh, or now in Na-
galand?

How and when did all this
come to pass? When did we
stop realising that in addi-
tion to capital and raw mate-
rial, no enterprise can func-
tion without labour? When
did we internalise the false
narrative that promoters,
investors and sharehold-
ers have an inherent claim
over the profits and that the
rights of labour can be disre-
garded? When did we forget
that natural and human re-
sourcesare not to be exploit-
ed but to be held in trust by
the promoters? When did
we start accepting that since

actions? Havewebeenslecp-  a massive database of over  semi-skilled and unskilled
walking, or have we been 10,000 Indian individu- labour was being provided
drugged by the' " alsand organisations, even by c s, they were

goal of creature comforts?
‘Where are our brilliant men
and women of science, tech-
nology, literature, econom-
s, statistics, history, culture

while we were happily lap-
ping up their free services of

social ames, and on-

not our responsibility? Why
even talk about investing in
skill nurtur-

line shopping and payment
platforms? Why are we sur-

to create

and strategic studies? prised that social media is
™ irus pandemic  being i
and the oneas o

ing holistic human develop-
ment and building partner-
ship with workers? Why not
discredit the trade unions

g
which brought us face-
to-face with the plight of
migrant workers shocked
many of us. So why were we
shocked? Had we not seen
the blank eyes or heard the
silent cries of the teeming

PERSPECTIVE
FARM BILLS

wealcen nations.
Why could someone not tell
us that we were not evolving
digitally, that we were leav-
ing our doors ajar for the
enemy to get into the house?

Why is it that when China
and Pakistan, or even Nepal,

How come we
also forgot that by suppress-
ing wages we were destroy-
ing the market for our own
goodsand services, and that
the model was eventually
bound to destroy the econ-
omy?

Migrant labourers walking back to their native states during the Covid-19 lockdown.

,
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The coronavirus p

icand the ensuing I

which brought us face-to-face with the
plight of migrantworkers shocked many of us. So why were we shocked? Had we not seen the

blank eyes or heard the silent cries of the teeming mass of men and women who crowded our

cities, lived in shanties and hovels, baving unclean water and food? They worked long hours
inunhbygienic and inbuman conditions. Penury and disease were a part of their lives. Their

Jfamilies in the villages depended on their meagre earnings, and they dared not raise their
voice against the exploitation, because there were millions of others waiting to replace them.

We forgot that taxation
is not a ‘redistribution of
wealth', it is ‘just compensa-
tion'and ‘reimbursement’for
society’s contribution to the
creation of wealth. Instead
of accepting that higher
taxation is necessary for

burden on the poor. The
top one percent justified

this preferential treatment

tality and nutrition, etc, has
been creating conditions for
the concentration of wealth

toiling masses as well as the

mounting number of the

unemployed. We could hear
fled cri

by claiming to b -
narily intelligent and hard
working vis-a-vis the poor
who were stupid and lazy.
This is an utterly false nar-

P s rativ terrible ha

indicators of health, educa-  been goingonin thelast35to
tion, housing, etc, we raised 40 years. Our public policy,
indirect taxes to fifty percent  instead of focusing on pover-
of our collection, thereby d deprivation, inequality
placing a disproportionate and disparity inliteracy, mor-

fa few, while
eroding the rightful claims of
the masses.

I am not an economist
but over the last couple of
decades I could see that the
model has failed. Many of us
had seen the growing pain
behind the blank eyes and
heard the screams behind
the ominous silence of our

hungerand
deprivation of these masses
which were unable to raise
their voice due toapathy, de-
spair, fatalism, hopelessness
and fear. The jobless are re-
pressing their ennui, dejec-
tion, frustration and even

anger. They were supposed
tobe our human capital, our

population dividend!

India’s situation is not
unique; the same ills can be
seen across the globe. It is a
larger pandemic waiting to
explode. Let's take the coro-
navirus crisis as nature’s
warning to set our develop-
‘ment model right. Remem-
ber how visionary leaders
faced the 1888 blizzard in
New York to build the un-
derground infrastructure of
power and transit, the 1832
cholera outbreak in London
tocreatea public health engi-
neering framework, and the
1871 great fire in Chicago to
pave the way for skyscrapers.

The time to change is now.
India should wake up.
Thewriteris an Indian civil ser-
vantand a former Chairman of
the Union Public Service Com-
mission (UPSC). The views ex-
pressed are personal.

This is the first of a five-part
series that will appear over a
period of time.

The politics regarding the
three Ordinances have
taken over Parliament’s
Monsoon Session. As it is
the session was a truncated
one, to be held during the
pandemic. And it was not
without risk with 25 MPs
and 56 of the staff testing
positive. There were elabo-
rate arrangements made,
especially keeping social
distancing in mind. MPs
marked attendance via an
app, RT-PCR tests were
conducted within the com-
plexand so on. But was the
risk worth it?

For, in the end, it was back
to the old-fashioned way of
doing politics, as opposi-
tion MPs rushed to the well
claiming that the govern-
ment had tried to bulldoze
a voice vote through on the
three controversial Ordi-
nances that were brought
about by the government
soon after the marathon
lockdown ended. This was
asadend toa fiery debate on
the subject that saw some
well-crafted arguments on

both sides, not to mention
high drama that flagged it
all off with the resignation
of a Cabinet minister at the
start of the session. Why did
Harsimrat Kaur Badal wait
till the Ordinance reached
Parliament before resign-
ing, and did not do so at the
time the Ordinances were
passed, on 5 June 2020?
‘Why did the Opposition
wait as long before taking
up the issue? Well the an-
swer lies in the simple fact
that it was only after the
farmers hit the streets that
the political parties realised
the ramifications of this
move and decided to join
the cause with a very influ-
ential vote-bank.

But first, a look at what
these pro-farmer legisla-
tionsareall about: The most
controversial was Farmers’
Produce Trade and Com-
merce (Promotion and Fa-
cilitation) ordinance (nowa
Bill). which allows farmers
to sell produce outside the
markets notified under the
various state agricultural

produce market laws (state
APMC Acts). The second
one, the Farmers (Empow-
erment and Protection)
Agreement on Price As-
surance and Farm Services
legislation overrides all state
APMC laws with reference
to the sale and purchase of
farm products, bringing
uniformity into contractual
farming rules (and state
APMC Acts) across India.
While the third seeks to
bring changes into the list
of essential items whose
prices are regulated by the
government.

While the government
claims that these are for the
betterment of the farmers,
itis clear that the targeted
beneficiaries disagree.

WILL PM MODI BE ABLE TO DEFLECT FARMERS ANGER?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

with the PM himself issu-
ing a statement — that this

its vote-bank. Don't forget
that the SAD is largely a

They see these
move to please big firms, to
do away with the MSP and
pronounce a death knell
on the farmers’ with small
holdings (that comprises
about 86 percent of the
farming population). Seeing
the farmers hit the streets
the government clarified --

wasa toreform
thelives of farmersand that
MSP would not be done

rural-based party while it
was the BIP that dominated
the urban Punjabi voter. It
has been a inati

SAD MP Naresh Gujral
also reminded us about
how much the Modi gov-
ernment had done for the
farmers. But there was no

awaywith butit 1
because the distrust had al-
ready setin. The Akali Dal,
which is the BJP’s oldest
ally, played it smart, realis-
ingthat this was amove that
was going to boomerang on

that worked, even during
demonetisation. And so
naturally the SAD is not
keen to severe ties. Which
is probably why during his
intervention in Parliament

‘way even an articul;

tor like him could defend
the Modi government’s lat-
est move and so he ended
his speech recalling what
the Gurus have taught us
about “qurbaani”and “zulm

kasaamna karna” (sacrifice
and taking on injustice). He
pointed out that today the
farmers feel that a “zulm”
is being instigated against
them and so the Akali Dal
was standing by them.

Other parties too such as
the TMC, the AAP and the
Congress have taken up
cudgels against this move,
while the AIADMK and
the YSRCP have supported
the government. However,
it was the demand that
the bills be sent to a stand-
ing committee (read delay)
that had the government
overruling this with a voice
vote, and therein began the
ruckus that saw the expul-
sion of eight MPs from the
Rajya Sabha.

Why didn’t the govern-
ment agree to the standing
committee, especially after
seeing the farmers protest
all over the neighbouring
Haryana, Punjaband other
states? There are many rea-
sons but the obvious one is
that there are no rollbacks
in Modi's playbook. Wheth-

er it was demonetization or
the unwieldy GST, itis clear
that once he has made up
his mind (right or wrong)
he doesn’t need popular
approval. He has the num-
bers to push the decision
through and this is what
he does. And to give him
credit, he also manages it to
sell the same decision to the
public when it comes to the
crunch — voting time. For,
don't forget after demon-
etisation and GST everyone
thought he had lost the BIPs
critical vote-bank, the rural
poor, traders, small shop-
keepers and banias. But in
the end, he ensured that
first the party won the criti-
cal state of UP in 2017 and
then the rest of the country
in2019.

So before we write off the
farmers’vote away from the
BJP lets waitand watch the
one man who knows how
to take a controversy and
repackage it as an election-
winning move. Watch this
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UN Security Council on protecting
people with disabilities in humanitarian
emergencies and armed conflicts

The children with any kind of disability also face problems in attending schools, unlike other
children present there. For example, in the case of armed groups’ attack on various communities
in the Central African Republic in the year 2013 to be particular, it was documented that at least
96 of the disabled people were unable to escape when these attacks were made on their houses.

OPINION

ANUSHKA

he UN Security
Council passed a res-
olution on 20" June,

2019 to provide protection
to people suffering from
any disability during armed
conflicts and to ensure that
they have proper access to
humanitarian assistance.
This was the first time the
Security Council had dedi-
cated an entire resolution to
the people with disabilities
who face various challenges
in armed conflicts, Having
said that the major goal was
to provide them with a voice
in decisions regarding hu-
manitarian actions. It was
an important action for the
group which was often for-
gotten during humanitarian
emergencics.

Although the impact of
this particular resolution
depended on how well was
it executed in reality but it
again reinforced and up-
lifted the idea that there is

abilities face which includes
difficulty in getting access to
basic humanitarian needs
such as food, medical assis

tance and sanitation, often
issues like abandonment
from the family also arises.
The children with any kind
of disability also face prob-
lems in attending schools
unlike other children pres-

an absolute y
to protect all innocent civil-
ians during armed conflicts,
the UN agrees with the fact
that the effect of conflict on
people with disabilities is
considerably higher and
they have to be protected
from the impact of war.
This move was welcomed
by everyone which was
followed by extensive ad-
vocacy from the disability
groups as well. If we refer
to the statistics given by the
‘World Health Organization,
it clearly points out that 15%
of the World's Population
is disabled with some or
the other form of disability:
Amongst all these approxi-
mately 9.7 million have been
forcibly displaced asaresult
of armed conflict and per-
secution. In times of armed
conflicts or situations of
humanitarian emergencies
there are some problematic
issues that people with dis-

s |
A jailbird’s right: Understanding India’s legal paradigm
apropos of rights of the captured midst Covid-19

The Model Prison Manual, 2016 scrutinises the guidelines for governing the administration of prisoners; these

guidelines are fr

OPINION

ABHISHEK TRIPATHI

Amidst this Pandemic CO-
VID 19, the situation is so
catastrophic and chaotic
that WHO has declared this

functioning of judiciary,
poor infrastructure and
over-crowding at prisons
and due to various other rea-

as
public health emergency of In-
ternational concern.

In the absence of any vac-
cine or medical treatment
the only way to restrict the
escalation of this disease is
to follow and obey the social
distancing norms. But prop-
er implementation of social
distancing normsis not plain
sailing for any country.

In the light of status quo
among all these chaos and
complications, one of the
section which is worst ef-
fected and neglected are the
Prisoners.

CONDITION OF
PRISONERS AND
PRISONS

For Indian prisoners in the
absence of proper demo-
graphic database of pris-
oners, slow operation and

sons this unpr
pandemic acted as a flaw-
less tempest or ticking
bomb. Therefore it's imper-
ative toscrutinize the rights
available to prisoners who
are locked inside the pris-
ons.

The problem of over-
crowding in prisons is one
of the major issues for the
prisoners during this pan-
demic as social distancing
seems completely missing
in prisons. From the year
2008-2018, Indian prisons
had an occupancy rate of
117%, which means there
are 17% more prisoners
than the capacity of pris-
ons. As per the report of
National Crime Record Bu-
reau, Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (Prison Statistic 2008)
the capacity of prisons to
hold the inmates is 3,96,223

ent there. For the
case of the Armed Groups
Attack on various commu-
nities in the Central African
Republic in the year 2013 to
be particular it was docu-
mented that atleast 96 of the
disabled people wereunable
toescape when these attacks
were made on their houses;
they were left abandoned
and 11 of them were killed.
Having said that we again
come to the conclusion that
this resolution basically em-
phasized on the immediate
need for the states to end
impunity against the crimi-
nal acts committed on the
innocent civilians especially
the one's whowere disabled,
to make sure that every ci-
vilian has an equal access to
justice and all the available
remediesasin Yemen, South
Sudan, Lebanon, Myanmar,
Greece people with disabili-
ties have expressed their
concern over difficulties

while the number pri
ers who are locked inside
the prisons are 4,66,804 in
number which means that
there are 70,581 more pris-
oners than the designated
capacity.

JUDICIAL OUTLOOK

The first thing is to con-
sider whether Right to
proper healthcare facili-
ties is part of Fundamental
rights or not. In the judge-
ment of Paschim Bangal Khet
Mazdoor Samity & Others v.
State of West Bengal & Oth-
ers, Supreme Court of India
clearly stated that right to

they face in navigating the
uneven terrain to get ac-
cess to basic necessities like
food and medical supplies.
The Resolution recognizes
the Security Council's seri-
ous concern regarding the
disproportionate impact of
armed conflict on persons
with disabilities and pro-
poses actions to address the
barriers faced by the world's
largest minority group. The
resolution passed by the
Security Council addresses
‘many of the challenges that
have been talked about
above which includes pre-
venting violence and abuse
against all civilians includ-
ing people with disabilities.
Additionally the resolu-
tion passed also called for
the member states to ensure
meaningful participation
of persons with disabilities
and the organizations that
represent them in decisions
related to humanitarian ac-
tions, conflict prevention,
reconstruction and peace
building. The said resolu-
tion also urges it's member
states to comply with the
said obligations under the
United Nations Convention
on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities where the
Article 11 of the same con-
vention states that “In ac-

cordance with their obliga-
tions under international
law including International
Humanitarian Law and In-
ternational Human Rights
Law, all necessary measures
are required to be taken
to ensure the protection
and safety of persons with
disabilities in situation of

‘min explained, “it should not
invent any new international
legal concepts that are alleg-
edly aimed to fill ‘gaps’ in the
protection regime established
by the Geneva Conventions”
and not “get too preoccupied
with devising new categories
of individuals who should need
specific protection under the

risks, including s s
of armed conflict, humani-
tarian emergencies and the
occurrence of natural disas-
ters”.

The resolution passed
was a unanimous deci-
sion but some permanent
members of the security
council expressed their
concern regarding creat-
ing new legal obligations
under international law
and exceeding the scope of
the mandate of the council,
Gennady V. Kuzmin of the
Russian Federation stated
that Russia “shares human-
istic principles and tasks to
alleviate the plight of persons
with disabilities in conflict” but
“firmly upholds our position
that all social groups should be
equally protected during armed
conflict as stipulated by the in-
ternational law. Specific needs
of one category of population
should not come at the cost of
and with prejudice to another
category.” The council, Kuz-

med to maintain the conformity in rules and norms for the prisoner

India also bas obligation towards rights
of the prisoners as per the international
laws and convention. In the 75th
Session, 2038th meeting of United
Nations Human Rights Committee
concluding observations were adopted
by considering the Report of Maldova,
adbered on 18th and 19th Fuly 2002.

for a prisoner in the same
way with slight diminu-
tion because the latter is in
prison. It wasalso explicitly
mentioned that the prison-

ons. Section 7 of the act has
the provisions for safe and
proper custody of all the
prisoners who are excess
in number and are kept in

proper facilities
isanintegral part of right to
life which is mentioned in
Article 21 of Indian Consti-
tution. Now it is important
toscrutinize whether Right
to proper healthcare facili-
ties which is an important
part of Fundamental Rights
is applicable to prisoners in
the similar way as it's ap-
plicable on an ordinary
citizen.

Inthejudgement of Charles
Sobbrajo. The Superintendent,
Central Jail, Tebar, New Delbi,
The Supreme Court of In-
dia clearly mentioned that
all the fundamental rights
which are available for an
ordinary citizen is available

1d be provided with
proper healthcare facilities
and failure to do the same
would be considered to be
violation of fundamental
rights and involve legal
remedy.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Apart from the Judicial
Outlook, there are various

temporary prisons. This
section specifically has
provisions to avoid over-
crowding in the prisons
during the outbreak of any
epidemic or during other
times as well.

The Model Prison Manual,
2016 scrutinizes the guide-
lines for governing the ad-
‘ministration of prisoners;

law.” Having said that, even
Yao Shaojun of the People’s
Republic of China cleared
his stand that the issues re-
Tated to the people with dis-
abilities “should be dealt with
in full observance of all Council
resolutions on the protection of
civilians” and that “the coun-
tries concerned must shoulder
the primary responsibility of
assisting such persons, with the
United Nations and others play-
inga complementary role”.
Now if we go through the
Article 25 of the U.N Char-
ter, it obligates the states to
“accept and carry out” deci-
sions taken by the Security
Council but there is no clear
understanding as to what
type of language indicates
that a provision in a
rity council is of a obliga-
tory nature. If we carefully
analyze the provision that
was explained in context to
the 1971 Nambia Advisory
Opinion by the Internation-

.

throughout the

ous provisions like creation
of isolated and segregated
sheds, treatment of infected
barracks and clothes etc.
Chapter V includes guide-
lines for Management of
prisons in custody, Chapter
VI have provisions for the

al Courtof Justice it says that
when a resolution is passed
by the Security Council, be-
fore jumping down to the
conclusion whether it has
any binding effect or not, it'’s
language should be careful-
ly looked into. Taking into
account the provision of Ar-
ticle 25 the question wheth-
er they have been in fact ex-
ercised is to be determined
in each case, having regard
to the terms of the resolu-
tion to be interpreted, the
discussions leading to it, the
Charter provisions invoked
and, in general, all circum-
stances that might assist
in determining the legal
consequences of the resolu-
tion of the Security Council.
Well, as explained by John
Bellinger, the former legal
advisor of the United States
Department of States there
are three factors that indi-
cate whether a resolution of
the Security Council has a
binding effect, these are:-

Findings which state that
there is a threat to Interna-
tional Peace and Security

Statement which clears
that the Security Council is
acting under Chapter VII of
the UN Charter

Use of the verb “decides”
inany operative paragraphs
hasa binding effect

country.

Article 6 and Right to Liber-
ty mentioned in Article 9 of
ICCPR, 1996 (International
Convention on Civiland Po-
litical Rights). India is one
of those countries who have
signed as well asratified the
ICCPR. Therefore India has

proper of all
the prisoners, Chapter VII
have guidelines for medi-

a legal to take
preventive measure to stop
h tion of

cal and healthcare facilities
and many other important
rules and guidelines for

‘COVID-19 in prisons.

STEPS TAKEN BY THE

Nonetheless this resolu-
tion did not fall under either
of these categories. How-
ever Resolution 2475 could
inform how the Security
Council drafts future reso-
lutions authorizing peace-
keeping operations, which
often fall under Chapter VII
authority

Lastly it is to be said that
the resolution passed by the
Security Council is also the
result of the extensive ef-
forts that the civil societies
and organizations repre-
senting disabled people had
put in for a very long period
of time. Nujeen Mustafa, a
syrian activist who suffers
from cerebral palsy and uses
a wheelchair for her assis-
tance had put forth her jour-
ney as a refugee who flew
from Syria to Germany, she
indeed was the first woman
with a disability to brief the
Security Council. No matter
how remote the goals of this
resolution might sound, it is
an extremely importantand
celebrated step and a land-
mark resolution for people
with disabilities taken by
the UN Security Council. It
is a clear political commit-
ment towards mainstream-
ing disability across all UN
pillars, including peace and
security.

In many states the govern-
ment has also but various
restrictions on the visitors
and relatives who come to
meet prisoners.

States like Kerala con-
ducted awareness drives
regarding COVID 19, So-
cial Distancing, preventive
measures etc. These drives
helped prisoners to know
about the disease so they
can adopt preventive mea-

sures against the spread of
this di

the proper of
prisoners.

INTERNATIONAL
PERSPECTIVE

India also have obligation
towards Rights of the pris-
oners as per the Interna-
tional laws and Convention.
In the 75th Session, 2038th
meeting of United Nations Hu-
man Rights Committee con-
cluding observations were
adopted by considering the
Report of Maldova, adhered

other legal i -
able for the prisoners which
include The Prison Act, 1894
and Model Prison Manual,
2016.

Section 4 of The Prison
Act, 1894 includes the pro-
visions for sanitary and
hygienic accommodation
of prisoners inside the pris-

e framed
to maintain the conformity
in rules and norms for the
prisoners throughout the
country. The Manual also
have proper framework and
guideline for the prisoners
during the time of outbreak
of any epidemic or infec-
tious disease. It have vari-

on 18th and 19th July, 2002.
It specifically ions that
if there is violation of right
to proper healthcare facili-
ties during any pandemic
and if state fails to take care
of their prisoners during
the outbreak of some conta-
gious disease then, it would
be considered as violation
of Right to life mentioned in

T
Government of India has
also taken measures to pro-
tect prisoner’s right midst
this pandemic. A suo moto
cognizance bas been taken by
Supreme Court of India for
protecting the rights of
prisoners considering the
over-crowded condition
of prisons. Supreme Court
had directed the govern-
ment of all the States and
Union Territories to grant
Parole to the prisoners who
charged for minor offences.

Apart from it Segregation
cell and Isolation wards
are being created at many
places inside the prisons,
also to avoid overcrowding
Interim Bail is also been
provided to the undertri-
als in many states includ-
ing Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh etc.

CONCLUSION

This Deadly pandemic
COVID-19 make us realize
the loopholes in the imple-
mentation of laws and the
catastrophic conditions of
not only the prisons but
also the prisoners. The
problem is not just lim-
ited to lack of proper legal
framework but also in the
proper implementation
of existing laws and con-
ventions. Thus there is an
urgent need of better legal
framework, thoroughgo-
ing surveillance and proper
implementation of existing
laws and policies for the
prisoners, so that the ongo-
ing situation can be healed
and made better and we are
well prepared for such pan-
demics in future.
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‘WORDLY WISE

ALL LABOURING FOR A LORD, EAT NOT THE

FRUIT OF THEIR OWN HANDS.
— MATTHEW ARNOLD

ThelndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE CUSTODIAN

Deputy Chairman of Rajya Sabha, as is his wont, is gentle and
graceful. His chair calls on him to be firm and fair as well

EPUTY CHAIRMAN OF e

Bills against farmers

throw small farmers to big sharks

Farm bills, silent on MSP, hide more than they reveal, will

AMARINDER SINGH

'ONE DOESN'T REALLY know where to begin
talking about the three disastrous farm bills,

beamild-mannered man.Inis letterto theG)amnanofRaJwSabha Venkaiah
Naidu in which he put on record his decision to observe a one-day fast be-
causeof Uppert
ues of Gandh,J>, Ram Manohar Lohia and Karpoori Thakur.Tuesday morning he showed

e Sunday fracas, who

p fo

ful gesture.

The peace, o tea ofein - wasindeed

whichthe
watershed moment for India’s agriculture
sector but which are blatantly crafted to fill
the pockets of capitalist cronies of the BJP at
the costof the poor farmers.

Frankly, everything about these three
agriculture bills that the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment has virtually railroaded through
Parliamentis wrong, From the way the orig-

Andyet tgoaway: Wh
?Onthatda

y
iferentifthe Deputy Chai toprocedure — ifhe
had allowed a division of votes when the voice vote was challenged. After all, the rule book
saysthatin suchasituation,“voesshll e taken by operatin the automatic e ecorder

inthe midst
of the pandemic, to the manner in which
they have been forced through Parliament
now, nothing explains the mad rush with
which the government of India has pushed
the bills through. They never bothered to

or . i votes may consultany of ukmajul
no. —for partiesand bringing — they did not talk
onrecord their bill.But ot Deputy C they did not

votes on two controversial bills, on which an important BJP lly had just withdrawn a min-

Lalklomygvvemmenlwhlchrepresemsthe

ister, he also refused the Opposition's demand for toaselectc
disorderin the H , amid the disorder, pushed
them through.
‘The job of the presiding officer s to run the House, not just to ensure that the govern-
ment i must be consi i
ocratic spirit, and not rissup-

ported by Sunday’s events in Rajya Sabha,and the suspenslon ofight s, sespecially

Houri Opposition, alreadyin
ashrinking comer in the House, is being dcmed its ngh[ tohave ts say, and when the gov-
ernment Deputy Ch. ha

and views. After all,inthe absence of the Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha, the Deputy
ustodian of y and its

membcrs allits members.
Sunday's eventsin RajyaSabha and thei aftermath are ls roubling ecause at thei

intentis bei the

in which they have been passed. The only way out of this messis the nstitutionalone. The
rules of the democracy. be upheld, not i

of way.

WHAT LABOUR NEEDS

Especially at a time of acute economic distress, concerns of
workers must be placed at centre of labour law changes

mostimportant
chain, even though agriculture is consm
tionally mandated to be a state subject, and
they did not bother to hear out the
Opposition in Parliament.

The only reason for these sly, undemoc-
ratic and anti-federal actions on the part of
the central government, as far I can see, is
that these bills hide more than they reveal.
They give the poor small and marginal farm-
ersof India (constituting over 85 per cent of
India’s farmers) no assurance of protection
of their interests, their livelihoods, and their
future. They make no mention whatsoever
of the Minimum Support Price (MSP) regime,
which is the lifeline of these poor farmers
and their key to survival, as also the survival
of the nation's agriculture sector.

1am told the ordinances have simplified
the names of the existing Acts. If that is
meant to make the farmers happy, thenlcan
only lament the total lack of understanding
of their concerns, which is clearly reflected
inthe farm bills too. Frankly, the farmers have
always only understood one nomenclature
as far as their produce goes, and that is MSP.

MSP in these
ordinances/bills? Actually nowhere. In all
those reams and reams of pages, the central

The Centre has claimed that
these new laws will free the
farmers from the
monopolistic clutches of the
intermediarics (arhtiyas).
There are two points I would
like to make here. First, did
they even once ask the
farmers if they wanted to be
freed from these arhtiyas,
whom BJP’s own leader, late
Sushma Swaraj, had once
described as the most
trusted and biggest support
system for farmers? And
second, how will such
legislation prevent the
farmers from falling into the
clutches of the monopolistic
big corporates, who have
progressively been taking
over one sector after another
under the benign eye of the
BJP leadership?

government did not deem it fit to even once
come out with a categorical assurance that
the MSP will not be tinkered with, as we in
the Congress did in our manifesto. Ifonly the
policymakersin the government of India had
stated inblack and white that the MSP will be
applicable to the private players too, and that
farmers will get an assured MSP not just on
wheat and rice but all other crops so that they
are encouraged to diversify (a critical need
of the hour), the farming community might
have reacted, a little more kindly to these ill-
conceived new farm laws.

in these verbal statements, or so they claim
(though the Akalis' double-speak on this is-
sue has totally exposed theirlack of sincerity
for the farmers). As for Sushma’s remarks,
the BJP is justifying its shameless deviation
from its earlier stated stand on the grounds
that farmers now have Jan Dhan and bank
accounts. Asifthese are enough to help them
outinanemergency!

Naturally, the farmers of Punjab are an-
gry and upset with the BJP and ts allies, in-
cluding SAD, and have no confidence in their

Instead, what these laws will do is to
throw the small farmers to the big sharks,

tem in which Punjab’s farmers have oper-
ated all these decades has worked beauti-

illc pricing,
procurement and marketing mechanism,
and these helpless farmers will be left run-

fully, with addressing
their concernsasand when required. Justre-

cently, my government made necessary
PMCACtto

ning from one to another to pro-
sell their ltte produce season after season, videfor settingup ofregulaled ‘mandiseven
with power in for: thu

the price they deserve. The financial ,emmy
for which they are currently dependent on
the existing marketing system will become
a thing of the past, and the promise of a
bright future will disappear just as the one
on doubling of their farm incomes by 2022
receded long ago into the recesses of their
distant memory.

The Centre has claimed that these new
laws will free the farmers from the monop-
olistic clutches of the intermediaries
(arhtiyas). There are two points | would like
to make here, First, did they even once ask
the farmers if they wanted to be freed from
these arhtiyas, whom BJP’s own leader, late
Sushma Swaraj, had once described as the
most upportsystem for

ensuring that the private markets do not
overwhelm the existing, tried and tested pro-
curement and marketing processes. We re-
alised that the private sector mandis could
not be given a free run of the farm sector, as
thatwould spell the death knell for the small
and marginal farmers, in turn ruining India’s
agriculture and its food security, which is
what the government of India will end up
doing with its ll-conceived legislation.

But does the power hungry and greedy
BJP-led government care? Evidently, it does
not, neither for the farmers, who are out on
the roads, nor for the views of the elected
representatives in Parliament or of the states
whowill be the worst affected by these arbi-
traryand il Anditdef-

farmers? And second, how will such legisla-
tion prevent the farmers from fallingntothe
clutches of

initely does not care about Punjab, the small
border state whose contribution to the na-

who have progressively been taking overone
sector afteranother under the benign eye of
the BPleadership?

at the borders, is exemplary. | have warned
the central government repeatedly that if
thereis farmer unrest on thisissue, Pakistan

justasthey areon MSP. The verbal assurances
being made by BJP leaders do not count as
their track record in fulfilling promises is
abysmal. Apparently,even theirownally, the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), does not believe

will try fthe same to fo-
ment further trouble in my state, which will
do no good to the country’s security either.
But, quite clearly, they simply do not care.

The writer i Chief Minister of Punjab

NTUESDAY, THEL threelabour namel
the Industrial Relations Code Bill 2020, the Code on Social Security Bill 2020,
and the Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code Bill 2020.
Amending stringent and archaic labour laws has long been on the policy
agenda. Yet,there hasn't inwhich
tohire
and fire workers, without having to seek the government’s permission. While there is in-
OVID-19 pan-
the labour force, and given
and forced exit from cities, the first steps
and creating

for at

demic

the widespread distrust due to their

some sortof social security architecture.
o be fair,firms need to be provided flexibility in order to deal with the vicissitudes of

NO COUNTRY FOR APPEASEMENT

Tavleen Singh fails to provide examples of institutional discrimination in Modi regime

SHEHZAD POONAWALLA

ASANIndianMuslim, strongly disagreewith
Tavleen Singh's article, "No country for
Musims (. Sptember 20} where she argues

have sect ass stal

300work-
h . saying, “Everyone charged or arrested so far
affecting their Theother (by Delhi police in the Delhi riots case) is
bill which nclude widening the ambit of Social securit by including nter-sate migrant  Musli". This i factualy incorrect. In Sahil
irectfixed- overnment Of Nt Of Delhiin
‘migrantworkers, and il July,the Delhi High Court sad that the Delhi
security fund. However, i i Police had chargg
schemes,and how portabilty of benefis will be ensured. Further, g POy bt cheats i bt
ture of workers in hor ill

‘There can be no argument against the need o amend the ex:sung labour laws in India.

‘oncerns of labour must
be placedatthecentreofsuch polc nitatves.Atatime facuteprecarynsead fmov-
ingina direction ofa marketwitha d the

THE PANDEMMYS

First major COVID-era award show was glitzy and glamorous —
and also touchingly personal

LDTUXJACKETS, desi i uitshang-
dastrong WiFicon-
‘nection — that's all that it took for the 72nd Primetime Emmy Awards, or the

Pandemmys,as host Jimmy Kimmel calle i, toset the one forthis unusual

year thefirst major COVID: that
TV, 70om, thathomed

inonwhat' th

personal thrownin.

Delhi police reveal how a WhatsApp group
called “Kattar Hindu Ekta” was started to plan
attacksand “rioters used ‘Jai ShriRam'toiden-
tify and kill nine Muslims”. This demolishes
Singh's claimsthat the Delhi police was trying
t0"build"aconspiratorial narrative againstone
community.

Singh claims that ever since PM Modi
won his second term, he has "followed an
agenda that has the singular purpose of
showing Indian Muslims that they are infe-
ior citizens in ‘New India’" She fails to pro-
vide tangible examples of institutional dis-
crimination by the Modi government. Do
Muslims not get access to cylinders under
Ujjwala, bank accounts under Jan Dhan or
income support under PM Kisan? To sub-
stantiate her rhetoric, Singh talks about
Tabrez Ansari's lynching but much like her
ecosystem, she erases from the discourse
Iynchings of non-Muslims — the Palghar
Iynching the brutal killing of Kamlesh Tewari
or Ankit Saxena, killed merely because he
was a Hindu in love with a Muslim, and

many other lynchings of non-Muslims.

Butsurely, Singh can tell us i lynchings,
condemnable withouta doubt, (which also
happened before 2014) can be remotely
compared to the deadliest anti-Muslim mass
lynchings, the 1969 riots, 1983

ment viewed it, why would Home Minister
Amit Shah be open to having a discussion
with them on the CAA within three days of
them seeking his appointment formally?
The Shaheen Bagh "movement” was a
leaderle:

Nellie massacre, 1987 Meerut riots, 1989
Bhagalpurriots, 1992 Mumbai riots? Was PM
Modi responsible for them? Sadly, no one
ever wrote about how there was "no country
for Muslims™ under such secular regimes.

On CAA,Iwonderf Singh would accuse
Gandhi, Neh

leaning politico-religious forces trying to ride
on the shoulders of an emotional mobilisa-
tion where kids were brainwashed into
chanting "Hitler ki maut" for the PM and
"dadis", who had no real clue of either the
CAA orNRC (whose draft nobody hasseen),

side Modi forbeu\g thearchitectof whatsl\e

months in the name of saving the
s

]abelslhe “fir lawinour his-

The replication of mini
Shaheen Baghs across India
was laced with religious
slogans while claiming to be
a secular movement. Many
protests in UP, Karnataka
turned violent with the
alleged involvement of
radical groups like the PFI.
While Singh remembers
what Kapil Mishra and
Anurag Thakur said, she has

in his 2003 Rajya Sabha speech advocated

hearing challenges to the CAA. The rephca-
tionof mini Shaheen Baghsacross Indiawas

fora"mostliberal" approach -

laced withrel logans while claiming

tries. His government continued with
changes in the Citizenship

tobe asecula - Many protestsin
UP Karnataka turned violent with the al-

Rules originally brought in by the NDA that
allowed granting citizenship to minority
Hindus who came to India during the 1965
and 1971 wars. Today's CAA co
section of non-Muslim minori
Hindus from Pakistan.
Ironically, even as Singh sees the CAA be-
ing "weaponised" by Modi against Muslims,
Kapil Sibal confessed that the Act will not
take away anybody’s citizenship during a
RajyaSabhadiscussion in March. So,was fear

ahard time ing the
statements of Waris Pathan
and others. which were as
provocative and divisive.

by some for vote-bank
politics? She then shifts the goalpost and is
upset by the characterisation of Shaheen
Baghas some sortof "den of jihadii traitors".
Butif that was really how the Modi govern-

PFI.Wh|le Singh remembers what Kapil
Mishra and Anurag Thakur said, she has a
hard time remembering the statements of
Waris Pathan and others. which were as
provocative and divisive.

If Singh believes that the abrogation of
Article 370, end to instant triple talaq, CAA
or peaceful construction of the Ram Mandir
after aSupreme Courtverdictamountto“no
country for Muslims”,all I can say is that post
PM Modi's second term, one thing is clear,
Indiais no country for appeasement and vic-
tim card politics anymore,

The writer isa TV news anchor and political
analyst

the three-hour programme, the event highlighted all the things that

oflives. Tt andglitz — 24-year-old Zzndaya bestactressin
ond black
costume changes— butalso mecomfonon id

ley.
gia, i i i all

make
this such a critical political juncture in American lives: A hat tip to the Black Lives Matter
movement with the Breonna Taylor Tshirts worn by winners Uzo Aduba and Regina King
and Mark

|. Aduba,whowon

in ing actress category for her America, called out to her
motherin the next room to announce her win, Stephen Colbert tumed to his dog for ahug
toJohn Oliy iterCord

Jefrso whosharedan Emmy withDamonLindeloffor atchmen thanked istheraps
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IRAN-TRAQ WAR

IRAQI WARPLANES RAIDED Teheran's in-
ternational airport and eight other air bases
and strips in the rest of Iran as three weeks
ofground, seaand air hostilities “escalated
into a full-scale war” between the two oil
giants of the Persian Gulf, Baghdad Radio
reported. Iraq has declared war on Iran, a
spokesman for the Iraqi embassy in Ankara
told AP. Earlier, Turkish news agency
Anatolia had issued the same report but
quoted no source. Iran downed six Iraqi air-
craft as fierce aerial warfare ensued be-
tween the two countries, Iran President
Abolhassan Bani-Sadr said on Radio Tehran.

SECURITY ORDINANCE

THE PRESIDENT HAS promulgated the na-
tional security ordinance to enable the gov-
ernment to detain any person to prevent
him from acting against the defence or se-
curity of the country. The ordinance alsoen-
ables the Centre or state governments to de-
tain any person to prevent him/her from
acting in any manner prejudicial to the se-
curity of the state or the maintenance of
publicorder or supplies and essential serv-
ices. An official release that the maximum
period for detention would be 12 months,
but the government could revoke or mod-
ify the detention order at any time. The re-

lease said the ordinance contained suffi-
cient safeguards against misuse.

MANIPUR SHOOTOUT

FOUR PERSONS WERE killed, two critically
wounded and seven rifles and a light ma-
chine-gun were taken away from the
Special Security Bureau (SSB) headquarters
at Mongsangei during an exchange of fire
between the SSB group and underground
insurgents, official sources said. They said
about 20 insurgents raided the SSB head-
quarters and opened fire on personnel on
duty. Two SSB personnel and oneinsurgent
were Llled instantly in th e shoot-out.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Members of the Pakistan Hindu Coun
and a crematorium site in Islamabad w:
not to be politicised.”

cil have emphasised that having a mandir
as an ‘essential requirement which ought
—THEGUARDIAN

Putting farmers first

Landmark bills will create an ecosystem to facilitate remunerative prices to farmers through competitive
alternative trading channels. Opposition must not spread misinformation

|-,
HARDEEP S PURI

IN 1947, AGRICULTURE contributed 50 per
cent to the national income and employed
‘more than 70 per cent of the nation's work-
force.As 0f 2019, agriculture contributed 165
per cent tothe national income while the sec-
torstill employs more than 42 per centofthe
‘workforce. The political parties that governed
the nation for so long sang paeans to farmer
‘welfare while the income levels of farmers
stagnated and farmers were driven towards
penury, distress and suicides. They only paid
lip-service to successive recommendations
of panels which argued for opening up the
country's agricultural markets. Itis deeply un-
fortunate that when our prime minister has
demonstrated the will to implement these
long-pending transformative reforms, oppo-
sition parties are resorting to misinformation
and fear-mongering to'score political points.

Indian agriculture has been characterised
by fragmentation due to small holdingsizes,
weather dependence, production uncertain-
ties, huge wastage and market unpredictabil-
ity. This makes agriculture risky and ineffi-
cient with respect to both input and output
management. These challenges need to be
addressed by way of realising higher produc-
tivity, cost-effective production, and efficient
monetisation of the produce to increase
farmers’ income. The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment has taken various steps in this di-
rection, for

tract farming.
Eventhe C 019 said

the Swaminathan committee’s recommen-
dation regarding fixing MSP at least 50 per
cent profits on the cost of production, in-
creasing the agri budget by more than 11
times in the past 10 years, e

that changes in the APMC Act will be made

sothatall the impedimentson the exportand

inter-state trade of agricultural produce are

removed. They had also promised to repeal
. PRy N

farmers' market:

NAM mandis, an Agriculture
Fund of Rs 1 lakh crore under the

pmduce without any controls.
Thec N

BharatP: the scheme for
the formation of 10,000 FPOS, etc.
The landmark farm bills passed on
September 20 will create an ecosystem
wherefarmersand traders enjoy the freedom
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Making sense
of the virus

Dealing with COVID-19 will require continuous
evidence generation. That's why
sero-surveys are important

CHANDRAKANT
LAHARIYA

THE WORD “PANDEMIC” has ts originina
Greekword that means, “all people”. An ef-
fective pandemic response, therefore, hasto
focus on the entire population. The art and
science of promoting, protecting and im-
proving healdhof theenite populatonis
public

over. However, there are two important
caveats. One, the detection of antibodies in
asero-survey does not mean immunity.
Second, thereis no consensus on the appro-
priate threshold population which should
have immunity, threshold herd immunity
orTHI, before HI comes into action.

From the trends emerging from Delhi’s
sero-surveys, even with the very optimistic
‘assumption thateveryone whohasantibod-
iesis protected, for the hypothetical values of
THIof 50 per, 60 per cent or 70 per cent, at 6
per cent of the susceptible population get-
ting infected every passing month, these
thresholds can be reached by the end of
January 2021, April 2021 and September
2021, This toois very optimistic considering,
aswegoalong, the level of personal protec-
tion and public health measures are likely

‘with Greek roots, means the study Srwhat
affects the population —an integral part of
public|

to , thus intreasing the time
needed toreachany TH
_Epidemiclogyalso s thtthecon-

spond to disease conditions, when the
causative pathogen and characteristics of
the population at risk — who, what, where

commll areas and popula-
tions.Iisnotvery useful forlargecities with
wide travel and migrant inflows and out-
flows. Second, the protection is temporary

—arenotfully
In the COVID-19 pandemic, the
pathogenwas notwell understood, and un-
derstanding evolved continuously. Those
who have watched the 2011 movie,
Contagion, will recall that the characters
i i “otillard

ific. For instance, a person
livingin Delhi may be protected asaresultof
HLHowever,once out of thecity, sheor heis
atrisk. Many experts have also argued that
the concept s relevant only in case of dis-
eases against which an effective vaccine s

werethefirsttobedispatched torespondto
played

available.Inany case,at
will be long before THIis achieved.

epidemiologists.But n e I, experts in
tal-

Fortunately,with public
demiology tools at the forefront, we are in-

thebill

have severalsafeguards uthas the prohibi.
tionof sale, lease or mortgage of farmers'land
and farmers land isalso protected against any
recovery. Farming agreements cannot be en-
tered into, if they are in derogation of the
rights of a sharecropper. Farmers will have

One tool of is the sero-

ing of the pandemic. The components of
f ¢ ents ot

prevalencesurvey orsero-survey.Inthe con-
text of the COVID-19 pandemic, sero-sur-
veys have been proposed to tst the
presence of Cov-2

individuals continue to follow non-pharma-
cological interventions such as face masks,
hand-washing and social distancing; gov-

in the general population. These surveys

access to flexible aguaran-
teed price in agreements. The sponsor hasto
ensure the timely acceptance of delivery and

major cities across

testing, contact tracing, and isolation
(whether at home or in facilities) and en-

Though there are stated limitations, these

embly electi that the
APMC act will be upgraded so that farmers
get access to inter-state and international
markets; an Agriculture Production Board

hicl
contract leasing; and a legisla-

ers through competitive alternative trading
channels. This will promote barrier-free in-
ter-stateand intra-state trade and commerce
of farming produce outside the physical
premises of markets notified under state agri-
cultural produce marketing legislation. In this
‘way, they will facilitate farmers with more
buyers for their pmdu(e at their doorsteps.
! dof bio-

tion to regulate farmers' contracts to protect
farmers'interests will be enacted.

‘When all this is being done by the farm
bills passed on September 20, the Opposition
has resorted to a malicious misinformation
campaign suggesting that the bills intend to
remove MSP take away the landsof our farm-
ers and make them slaves to corporations.
from the truth.

gl framework for’ oo transparent farm-

The PM and agriculture minister have
i i and

sors. This framework will acilitate greater
certainty in quality and price, adoption of
quality and grading standards, linkage of
farming agreements withinsurance and

emment purchase at MSP will continue and
that the farm bills are not related to the MSP.
In fact, the MSP for paddy has gone up 2.4
times and for wheat 1.7 timesin the past five

kofmar- ofour leg-
pis unpled)ctamllty from the farmer othe _ idationare only to protect farmers'interests.
spons toaccess ill get better pri

These recommendatlons have been
including by

in the trade area as defined in the bills. Also,
mandis under APMC Acts of

the Swaminathan Committee, which sug-
gested the removal of the mandi tax, cre-
.

states will continue to work and these bills
don'toverride state APMC Acts.

Inorder

The PM and agriculture
minister have clarified
several times that fixed MSP
and government purchase at
MSP will continue and that
the farm bills are not related
to the MSP. In fact, the MSP
for paddy has gone up 24
times and for wheat 1.7 times
in the past five years of our
government. These pieces of
legislation are only to protect
farmers' interests. Farmers
will get better prices as no
taxes will be levied on the
trade of agricultural produce
in the trade area as defined in
the bills. Also, mandis
established under APMC
Acts of States will continue
to work and these bills don't
override state APMC Acts.

paymentof pi farmer

and cost of inputs provided by the sponsor.
Disputes will be resolved through a
Conciliation Board, to be constituted by the
sub-divisional magistrate (SDM), failing
whichan aggrieved pa approachthe
concerned SDM for the settlementof the dis-

of! ion. Repeat:

for vaccine deployment to make it accessi-
ble at the earliest, once it is available; and
strengthen but don’t get fixated only on

ontrends in new infections and the effect of

‘Theseareforonlyonein
every 20 detected cases. Effective public

pute. The SDM can the
amountin dispute, impose penaltiesandalso
pass an order restraining the trader for the
trade and commerce of scheduled farmers’

health resp reduce the need for
Three sero-surveys have been com-  treatmentservices.

pleted in Delhi between June and mid-  Individually, noneofthese measures of-
September. In Delhi's last y.the fer i partofthe

resultsof week,  solution.
33 per cent of the samples tested positive.  with fr grearer attention on hospital beds
d insufficient focus on
lati centofthe suscepti-  public health be akin

produce for such a period as d d fit.
‘These farm bills will bring transformative
changes inouragricultural sectorand reduce
valuefor

the last survey period, nearly 30 days ago.
From a baseline of nearly 45,6 lakh people
round, nearly 126

ot fanmcrsand icreas Bmers ncomes.
At the same time, traders and other stake-
holders will get the opportunity to get access
to better produce and develop additional
services that can be useful to local farmers,
like seedsoil testing facilities and cold stor-
ages.Wemustnotallow falsehood and polit-
ical opportunism to the key

runningonthefulllow, Similarly,evenafter
thevaccine is available, people will need to
continue using face masks, washing hands

lakh and 7.8 lakh ney in-

fected in the next two periods of 30 days
each. In rounds two and three, for every
COVID-19 case officially reported, there are
22 unidentified COVID-19 cases. Most of

ingtootherinterventionsrecommendedas

per the public health understanding then.
‘The right combination of these meas-
ures can be suggested by experts who rely
i i fon. Thatis

Asimilar ratio of 1:20 has been noted in

measures and mechanisms enunciated
through this landmark reform, which finally
puts our farmers first.

Thewriteris amemberof
the Union Council of Ministers

why the COVID-19 response needs to be
guided by experts with skillsin epidemiol-

y
important insights on the possible role of

veysand other publc-health riented tools

herd immunity (HI).
‘gued thatas thesusceptible population goes
down and the numbers of those with im-
munity increase, the pandemic would be

pel ith.

The writeris an epidemiologist and public
health specialst. Views are personal

A Ministry of Happiness

We need a paradigm shift and an effective mechanism to deliver the skill of happiness

SubpHA KUMARI
ONOMICS | wise, i be- an i ivertheskillof ~ speeded up with decisions in simple lan-
global recognition. It implies that econuml( comesall the mure 1mpunanl happiness. Social and economic tensions  guage and in the minimum length possible

indicators suchas the gross national product,
per capita income, healthcare facility, em-
ployment and wealth must be related with
national happiness.

The World Happiness Report, 2020 has
ranked 156 countries by happinessof their cit-
izens based on six key variables — income,
healthy life expectancy, social support, free-

Finland, despitenot

The term Gross National Happiness was
coined in 1979 by Bhutan and was deter-
mined by nine domains and four pillars. In
2011, the United Nations recognised the
achievement of happiness as a fundamental
human goal, and decided to observe March
20 as the International Day of Happiness.
“Thanks to global surveys, there is now anin-
this goal India, Canada,

havmgthe highest GDP, topsthelistduetoits
d

Brazil, the US, UK, UAE, the Philippines and

social safety, personal dawork-
life balance while materially superior coun-
tries are ranked lower. The results mean that
growth in happiness -

and increase happiness and well-being be-
yond GDP.

nied by growth in economic prosperity.
A lled

Iaskm the right earnest and started happi-

The Way to Happiness

hard
Easterlin in post-World War USA. This para-
dox showed decline in happiness at a very
high level of economic growth. One reason
for this paradox may be kewed distribution
of income and wealth resulting in growing
economic inequality accompanying eco-
nomic growth. These findings give some
hope that national happiness can be in-
creased even if material prosperity is not
among the highes_. If people are covered by
asocial safety net, they have little to worry
about healthcare, education,

conducts work-
shops across schools and the Delhi Police.
Happiness classes are included in Delhi
schools based on the triad for happiness.

need to be addressed for positivity, mental
peaceand happiness. Indiahas made remen-
dous progress in economic prosperity and
healthcare infrastructure. We now need to
focus on social safety networks. A scheme

tosave the precious time of all.

We see a growth of charitable and reli-
gioustrusts,flushwith funds, proliferatingin
anunorganised manner. They allclaim tobe
workingfor llthe noble objectives possible

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘WILFUL BILLS
THISREFERS TO the article, ‘Railroading
the bill (IE, September 22). The BIP-led
NDA government's three farm bills in-
dicate more its policies of crony capi-
talism than the welfare of farmers. If the
‘government is so sure of their useful-
ness for farmers, why it did not agree
for a division of votes or their referring
to standing committees? The govern-
ment's

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
@KAMALAHARRIS, AN

AMERICAN DAUGHTER:
RAVIKALIA

ident from the fact that PM is congrat-
ulating the farmers for the passage of
these three bills, which they continue

may be framed which olunteers to
serve old or ailing people and their service
hours get deposited in a social service bank
account. In return, the volunteers can claim
the same number of service hours in their
own old age. This can create a wonderful
chain of service and make each generation
are,

under
at every nook and corner. These trusts must
work in tandem with the government to
achieve plan objectives in areas like educa-
tion, skill centres, hospitals, helping or-

protectionof

curtailment
ofthe Question Hourand smnewallmg
queries on the one pretext or another

®ANACTOF JUDICIAL
STATESMANSHIP:
RAHUL NARAYAN

www.indianexpre:

show the BJP leadership's scant respect
for

women and envionment.Thei srowth

cial burden offthe back of the government.
Some more actions are required. While
employment of women is necessary for

isrequired. Thiswill (ontam their mushroom
an unorganised manner and will
complement/supplement the government’s

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

MEDIA REGULATION
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'The
(I

‘growthin GDP, their

solutely necessary for social harmony and
happiness. Media, movies and market can
create awareness towards this social

Gujarat Uni cer-
tificate course in "Happiness Counselling”
through meditation, yoga, neurology, social
activities, music, food and dance. Madhya

For the safety of life, traffic and cleanli-
ness, all stray animals should be removed
ildings. All

ter utilisation of voluntary funds.
Our deeply divided society has to be

September 22).New
media has revolutionised the entire
media space. With minimal entry bar-

pendent digital media platforms and
individuals with significant followers
mustbe subjected tosome rational reg-
ulatory standards.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The
wronganswer' (IE, September 22). The
‘government's unease with digital me-

riers,

diais as content on

patd p
diplomatic meanslike education, awareness
and social safety net, We need a Ministry of

tion is truly democratic. The inexpen-
sive accessibility to digital mediaisboth

digital platforms cannot be reined in
like legacy media. Among the latter, a

Pradesh has set upa
and organises "Happiness Camps” to teach
positive outlook towards life. Andhra
Pradesh has come up with a “Happiness
Index” department

or old-age pension. In today’s bicak global
scenario, both economically and health-

inthe state.

ud byan-
imal-loving people and organisations.
Compassion for animals should not mean
blocking traffic, oads or parks. For enduring
mental peace, litigation needs to be min-

road to happiness forever. The quest of hu-
manity for another habitable planet must
begin with making our own planet happy
and liveable.

Thewriter,an RS officer, s Pinipal

rce

multiplier, and the content published

in this media depends entirely on its

creator: Self-regulatory mechanismsas

they existin the electronic mediaspace
igital

majority are of the gov-
ernment. Even if the government is
contemplating legislation to control
digital media, has it got the where-
withal to staunch the flow of so-called

will beofnoeffect Thed
tent i

Chennai

Weneeda ift together with

imised through minimum laws codified in
D of justic

of Incorme Tax, Delhi
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India must fix its banks
before time runsout

Viral Acharya and Raghuram Rajan have proposed wide-ranging reforms for a sector that's

Mashing danger signals. A retreat of the state in favour of private participation may be the key

n Tuesday, Parliament
amended our banking regula-
tions to place cooperative
banks under the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBD) supervision. A
big-picture view of the role of

capital for productive credit allocation. Similar
efforts have fallen flat in the past, so doubts
may shadow such an exercise, The duo's other
major ideas on loan quality, though, should be
adopted without hesitation, be it improving
the risk-management systems of lenders, the

mint

| MY VIEW | ARTHANOMICS

We should review our approach
to curbs placed on free speech

1t’s about time India clearly laid down what constitutes an expression of hatred or act of blasphemy

-
R.JAGANNATHAN
Is edtonial director, 'Swarajya magazne

rightsin that case. Thy

involved inthe Sudarshan TV case s

around 200 million strong.
Abanonairing the rest o the show’s

It L dif
Courtused the Sudarshan TV case
toclearly define what constitutes blas-
phemy or hate specch. This lrity i

episodes, or
nel editor's right 1o air content that s/he
i Id hat fre

necessary. Thej y often ma
broad u.ucmenu on upholding free
n & ey

Lot judi-

atthehandsofth

it ) 1
dia’ chiofree

ciary. If. hisnot tobe

h end.

allowed, either it must be more dearly
defined so that law enforcement is

This may be as good 3 time as any to
nﬂ!uuk-\rllkaw wlmhmﬂmu

effective, or it must not
breachoffree stm-(ll
Us Ind!

he ex
andthe ,mmu., endless grounds for
. This article, intro-

matter offers litthe cause for comfort,

ducedby the Nehru government slmost

banks in financial i however,
would point to the urgency of far more sweep-
ing reforms in this sector. The time for action is
now. Ifit took the threat of a sovereign default
for Indiato pull our economy back from the
brink in the early 90s, itis the risk of a bank
solvency crisis up ahead that calls for a sectoral
shake-up in favour of market orientation

L f out-of-court i tosettle
debts, or thedrafting of private expertise to the
cause. Stressed businesses and their cn:dllurs
could indeed arrive at w

he case against Sudarshan TV, with bot! assoon asthe country badadopted
T vhich decidi based onwho lorwhich | its G i considers the
under the title “UPS % up)is seekinga b ific il
could be atest case for lhesuyrume book, news item, movie or TV show. lulluwlng cases: “Interests of the sover-
Court’s hA Th i eignty and integrity of India. the secu-
three-judge bench headed by Justice I k rityof thestate, friendly relations witk
D.Y.Chandrachud has posed questions | 1o observers. foreign states, pablic order, decency or
tothe channel that effectively limit free India doesn i in relati of
speech e media. Just because some- | but Article 19(2) is so wide- court, defamation or incitement toan
one callsit “hate speech”, & term yet to terms of the executive’s abill offence.” Barring the first two reasons
be defined by the courts, does freespeech that it effectiv and the last one (the integrity of India,
ically qualify thy fora ibege int whenever acom- security of state, and incitement to

pre-broadcast ban? munity seems willing to take to the vialence”), none of the other constraints

Theissue seems (o h.m- got muddied protest. ‘Thiscould implythat | sound like “reasonable restrictions”.
by the bench’ itcould hat tend not Iun.-su.nn Itisworth recalling that even in
intery ded P reat Bnmh lndl.l.vtlwl\-lmt‘,pcmhnalmt
community rather than an indi ulu.d vantage. Whil h our colonial
One e Chan- inds masters, leaders of the stature of

h it movies or books, itis s ¥

L di i Ambedkar could make sw wping state-
an individual, we cantell hmnuguml'.l " o exazmple,some pe- i

Vi here, th i I d by the b hy : what

plansthrough talks, and such efforts could be
aided by an online platform set up for the sale
of distressed assets. If these fail, court insol-
vency proceedings could kick in.

today. The public cost of stat
banking has already turned unaffordable,
and witha post-pandemic spike inbad lUAlL\

Once defaul dealt with, th
would be to crisis-proof our banks so that they
donotslide right back i mlu dan;,,ur Thc key o
thisisefficency in the ga

country's majority community. “Barbs

l)m zmul ﬂalh (urcx.\mple areon
thi

nmmly One: v«uuld have thought Ihul that hurt 23,
thoughi bout
pmlcdlon h speech, and thy Ly o another that were
azo0l7 | b ible inf: uncomplimentary.
uu!ur of another bench, llll‘llht..n]m“» Crude gene: ions are often made.

former Chief Justice of India Dipak
Misra, of which Justice Chandrachu

in puhln discowrse, and this has b\« ns0

1fsome of th

on the cards, we cannot keep re-capi
lenders that mis-price risks and fail to make
remunerative use of funds put at their disposal
by depositors. Many of our banks need to
change how they operate. Light on how this
could be done hasbeen thrown by two central
bankers who have had abird’s eye—or perhaps
owl'seye—view ofall that ails Indian banks. In
aresearch paper co-authored by former RBI
deputy governor Viral Acharyaand former
governor Raghuram Rajan, titled Indian
Banks: A Time to Reform?, propose aslew of
reform measures that could forestall the
sector’s ailments from acting as a “huge tax
on growth”. For the sake of India’s progre:
these deserve top-level attention.
Among their proposals is the setting up of
private and national “bad banks” to relieve
regularlenders of dud loans. As Acharya and
Rajan envision it, private operators could
acquire such assets for recovery where state
involvement is not necessary, while a national
bad bank could take over bad loans in ailing
sectors (say, power), until demand revives. A
clean-up of bank balance sheets would free up

ofmoney, which should be dom- inaway that
maximizes value for debtors and creditors

was apart. Inthat case, the V thel P (,undhl and

munity, w u‘ll felt. mednud inabook d«u I) dzflwd ly ha abenchof mc

by Ka Shepherd, was told by b L0 Supreme CourL, it's easy 1o surmise

the beneh that there was no case for a m.nm-mhu uw mq.,ﬂ may be, OF hone that they muml have h&nnkﬂho
an. So, y ROt Do excise th

alike (depositors included). Thisd: 1
risk- ml'unncd credit judgements. Tu thatend,
work must start right away. Acharyaand Rajan
propose assuring state-owned banks greater
autonomy over decisions. Further, they ask
for a gradual withdrawal of the state from the
sector, with government ownership reduced
toa minority, even as some are fully privatized.
State-directed lending may have played a role
in lndm s duwlupmcnl but ce nlral Lunlrol has
y left state-run bank
pressures that result in money simply b 'ng
last. Profit- l'musul lending must pru\‘dil over
that
prlwlc shareholders can police. Corporate
houses with other businesses, though, would
have to be keptout of this sector, given the
conflicts of interest they would have. Widely-
owned banks would be ideal. So a privatization
programme could be calibrated to suit brwd
investor appetite. The end of stat
may be exactly what our economy needs.

| MY viEW |

but

L

EX MACHINA

community sinvoived.

,_J’QB!‘ a Tﬂ@ﬂ@ﬁ?‘

Everyone is entitled to
his own opinion,

not to his own facts.

DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN

-

An appropriate way to go about regulating technology

RAHUL MATTHAN

pable of addressing Sinie our Law-

three,

technologies they are koking to regulate,

the effective regulation of the tech sector.
% 5wl b -

tection Bill had called for SROs 1o develop
Codes of Practic

hat would translate the

standards for this infrastructure that can
accountfor the pace oftechnology evolution
s wellasrespond to market deemand for new

3 als

products.

meu regulations are -rﬂvn designed 1o SRO wil o | privacy i
ionwi regula- {F more regulitond take this | . Our. regulators appear singolarly il
tes filled with broad that are | tor,it gulatory culstory 1 | equipped fodothis. They have neither the
ar, n i b ithin | process 1 inputs that will help | believe thatourlaws will hnicsl expertisetodevel "
L hat T beli jal | theimmeds develop better rounded the rapidly evolving | of existing framewurks, nor the organiza-
for good tech sector lation. Inthe | torb h h ight be appll regulatory  objectives, The demands of moderntech- | tional muscle to keep the current frame-
first place, 1 pointed out that regulators | inthe future. Thisis whyaur tech sectaris | appropriately taking into re are nologyin a far more agile | works in good shape. Instead, what they
should deitythe el seglaory b | st by scivelaws by tech | secount el od con: i i i
actionatthe mercy ofwhat- | mercialimperatives. heartening signs 0 i e, | Sandards organisations (S8 as being
it iy il s interpretation regulators choases to i however.

ogy, itisoften far more effective o establish
m;(ul.uur\ principles mm-r |hxn trying kl

apply ona givenday.
Earlylast week, the Telecom Regul

mgul.\lmnllu\l(()m]lbe of L

isa partner at Tril
has 3 podcast

[ndia (11

forced taken from

ciples that can then lm

Y
Maching. His Twitter handle is
@matthan

thattechnology. Finally,

At shouldnot

be shy to ask for help at the first instance,
calling on experts—technobogists, econo-
mists, policy analysts and other specialists—
1o assist in the formulation of policies
required to govern the sector.

&
ulation for cloud service providers and
called for the creation of an industry body
that would work in close conjunction with
the Department of Telecommunications

Finally, Il'n: & blic  infrastructure—
suggestionthatanindustry i) tech policy from India’s payments
body composed of organi- infrastructure that
zations operating in the  formulation  includestheuni for it

sector should lx involved

(DoT)and TRALto come up
1 i1l

lations is indicative of the bummnmu s
desire to lean on th esides

domain experts

being

Many of our recent

responsible for devising and continuously
evolving standards for our public digital
vl et TS0 a1 b

space owe their success o
the proliferation of digital

appropeiately staffed with personsof suita-
ble technical qualification, drawn as
required from our many institutions of
higher lesrning Thestandards they recom-
mend should be submited to the regulator

ment interface (UPD) and
the account aggregator
ﬁanu wurk. to the Mnuml lnui il Health
4. will bring

within industry to {ommlmr mg\dalmlu
required

Foryears, I've ypass | p
for the technol hey ar perate.
il e h which dati 4 s these, which
technology evolves, in most instances, by lish elf-regul
force, the tech- (SROS) and give them a

tary

nol
ofnew’ isuu that the alre

ly-outdated law

Lations for the sector, are welcome. In many

1 am heartened m see :u,ns of this
approach manifest themselves in different
parts of the tech sector. Before the TRAL

on-demand data portability to the health-
caresector. Itis eritically important, in my
view, to make sure that this powesfulinfra-
structure is kept current and up-to-date.
This calls for actively evolving technical

and once approved,
these could be made applicable 1o the rele-
vant sectorasa whole.

This will ensure that, in much the same
way that SROs develop regulstory frame-
wurks specific toasector, our regulators get
the assistance they need in formulating the
technical standards that are critically
important to the long-term success of the
sector in question.
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Data collection could help India
tackleits food inflation problem

An app that uses field inputs from farmers to forecast harvest-time prices could help us contain market gluts and shortages

-

Nt

Hydrogen fuel is expected to have aless-harmful impact on the climate.

Hydrogen-fuelled planes promise a safer planet

N
cialz ission aircraft It

bein =en10€b} 2035. Ail i i il
concept “a

use of hydrogen had “the po(enud] 0 slgmf"mnlly reduce aviation’s climate
impact”, he added. However, analysts point out that it is not the first time that

AReus

ithailedas the first commer-
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NIRANJAN RAJADHYAKSHA

are, respectively, lecturer of economics at

the University of Essex, and member of the
academic advisory board of the Meghnad Desai
Academy of Economics.

herecent spike in Indian inflation isa
reminder ofhow food prices are noto-
riously volatile. From weather and
cultivation patterns to Lonsumer tastes
andincomes, the drive e fluc-
tuations—and their- mterlmkage< are
too vast to be captured in one framework. But an
important factor behind these fluctuations are the
persistent swings from oversupply to undersupply.
ly in the absence of adequate cold-storage

hydrogen ‘modemairtravel. The history ofthe fuel
airshi meearIyZ()themurv butthe Hin-
in1937brought that m2000to

2002, Airbus was involved in the EU-funded Cryoplane project...
BBC

Refugees allege violations of their human rlghts

R ohingya

theirwillin

assaulton

ofthe Bengal. A group of more

00
siltisland of Bhasan Charin April, v\henahozllhey were travellingon was nter-

ceptedby
Cox’s Bazar on

tosail fromthe

toMalaysia. Like hun-

dredsof

theyoriginally

thorities

Myanmar, where they faced viol

atemporary measure
to prevent the spread of coronavirusin the Cox’s Ihmrmmp:

s.relatively small changes in supply can

Why are there such fluctuations in supply? And The Guardian
can something be done to minimize them?
Ermatioweather drivesalargepatofsupply
ver, problem

T throuh the Cabweb model frs
proposed by the agricultural economist Mordecai
Ezekiel in1938. Its main argument is that farmers
have miscalibrated expectations. That is, farmers

Effects of covid make inequality watchers gasp

mericans’ household wealth rebounded last quarter to  record high as the
stock market quickly recovered froma pand March.
hemostafiluent ensofmillions

base their expectations of future prices on what ple endured job | dshrunken incomes, American net

they see in the spot marketsat the time of sowing. j 7%in the toSl9 trillion... Theﬁlllrﬂ‘n\el}

For example, when farmers see high prices of ofwealth il y i ly halfthejobslost tothe

onions, they decide to grow more of these, thus i i i America’swidening

setting the stage for overproduction. It works D: iled by Oy the high

the other way around as well. The result is a Wy hird ofj fully recovered: ,while the

“coordination failure”. I st i hird in 16% below pre-pand levels.
Arational ightask, “Do d i jons i mo<!cruclala=pe(‘loflhedeslgn Possibly, with AP

people really have incorrect expectations?” A too many them dong auditsand the moni-

paper by Mekbib Haile, Matthias Kalkuhl and s0. We want to emphasize that we arc not suggcst- toring of eventual sales, it is posslb]clo prevent . B . B

Muhammed Usman in the Afiican Journalof ingasocialist-erarelic of centrs racti Awell-known impaired asset that's going cheap

d Resour: planning. Rather, price i The ability of far fy their crops has
‘Asthey say, asmanyas halfthe farmers in their serve this purpose. been alongstanding challenge. But having reliable he Auckland Harbour Bridge s “up for sale” _|u<tdz)=aftenl\w<damabedhv
sample, in Ethiopia, form harvest-time price Wearenot the first ones tosuggest theidea of forecasts well ahead intime may just promp them atruck that inthe wind. Th ywhen

expectations bascd on currom prices. Slm)lar providing pri Thereis fy. Finally, the d in quick b(\|ng(|ppcd by wind gus[s of upto
ist elsewhere. Pri extensiveliterature in economicson this Several | question ied viaa field experiment. 127km/h. Now an punter hash 0|uk|ngly putthe
farmers’ ecisions. The h Onthela heability i ‘upforsale’. The 020

ble forecast —thpre ha%heen mmiderﬂhle price set at just $1. The seller says the bridge ln
pickedupwithin ek -Auckland Harbour
betterdays.sillabove vate Gt the moment). I\obuynowpnceandbuvermusl

intervention, at an abstract level, is then rather
obvious—provide farmers with better forecasts.
But, can the governmentreally do t? Ifyes,
how? This piece isan attempt towards a specific
proposal.
Inthisera (lflerhnnlngy and smartphones, gov-

el l(ey difference in our proposal i that weare
aninterventionat the -
stage, whereas most field experiments we are ing Recentadvancesin timescrics forccastingand
aware of study interventions at the final stage, Le. haveled to
around harvest time. inalgorithms that forecast anes. Infact, somealso
One may call the wholeidea far-fetched on three | have mechanisms to detect anomalies like hoard-
grounds. First, can farmers actually use smart- ing (e.g.a paper by Lovish Madan and co-authors.
phones to provide such datato the government? | published in ACM Compass). Tobe fair, we are not
Second, can farmers diversifyso easily? And third, | aware ofalgorithms that provide forecasts far out
dowe havealgorithmsto forecast future prices? | in the future, but they also do not have information

en better days" and must be

pick
Swappingthe bridge for kayak, and a
The New Zealand Herald

real-time data, even lfnol perfectly accurate, on
the area under cultivation fora few important
crops, with their expected harvesting dates. One

An app for smokers who're veterans of quitting

way to do this could be to develop a smartphone Theseare valid conc onareaunder which fyou’ mm ingto quitsmoking, it could pa yourcrav-
app for farmers to enter this information after Onthefirst, therei & btai before. ingsrathe takesthat

et modest monetary i tendency of questioning theability of farmers to Devising asystem along the lines of what we Idincrea: astudy published Mon-
doingso. Th traight- With cheap data, these devi have described above can play ameaningful partin dayinJAMA Internal Medicine. “The problemisthat wl\cnyoulrvtoa\old what
forward. Since not all farmers will make sow h deepinto the hi reducing the price volatility of farm produce, and you're feeling and what you're thinking, you paradoxically create more of what

the same instant, if' that

nlfenngdp()lu.y option to mitigate risks beyond You're rying o avoid,”said Jonathan Bric kpr

Perhaps we may need todevelop apps based in
ch tobe

anumber of farmers are sowing, say, onions, its Tocal languages. But, if su tprices or forward professorin the cancer ancer Research
priceislikely tobe low due to oversupply. There- | developed, and ifthe government could provide markels orcontrac farming. It ould aso help CenterinSeatle. hat tappr oach tobehayi mnl change could bebenciicial to the
fore, the app could advise farmers who make modest monetary incentives for people to honestly | gove 10 Amer tcomingofthis tech-driven
cowingdections,even falightlyte.in fvourof | reportwhat they sowod.t s hard tosccwhy fum- | between protecting theinterests of food producers appmach however,sthatit yingtoquittol

another crop fora beter price. Thisalsoinsures | erswould notcomply. Naysayerswillask, Whatif | and consumers-—acentral challenge of ndian NN
the early move p nd misreport?” Thiswouldbethe | political economy.
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The economic case for Joe Biden as America’s president

he pandemi i 1, under
the circumstances, beneficial )

His habitual threats to American busi-
nesses have added new uncertainty to

of poor-forest
Sultofpoor fore

heway of the nation

eral Bureau of Investigation to the US Cen-

andsocial harmony. But
itis not clear that he could be defeated on

ters for Disease Control and Prevention,
Trump s hollowing out the governmental

Mussolini’s doctrine of corporatism: the

many rea-

government as puppet master puling the

Many.
a government devoted to ministering to a

anyof ingoffossil
fuels causing increased levels of carbon
dioxideandrising temperatures. Addressing
these problems will require government
interventionandinternational cooperation,
suchas that mandatedby the 2015 Paris li-

structure. In imposing pointless obstacles
that lead lu trade Wdl'S us

is the 2006
economics and director of

the Center on Capitalism and
Society at Columbia University

mélange of social groups withouta thought
v ug
t jo

from which Ty

p
drew the US. No one can doubt that, if
elected, Biden would be agertoplayacen-
ral role in the resumption of the battle
against global warming.

inally, ingwith the vir-
tual stagnation of the economy since the
early1970s (interrupted forabout a decade
by the Information Revolution). This contin-
uing malaise lies behind wage carners’
increased frustration over their relative
standingin wage distribution—asentiment
that, more than anything clse, afcnumedfor

Th

sonswhyl. strings of allies.In satisfaction.
votein Novemberfor Joe Biden, the vation atatime But there s also a posi-
ic nomi US presi et | when they needed. Jeaders heishelpingthom  DOMAIA Trump o port-
theeconomicdimensionof the electionhas | Trumps misguided crusade o reducea. | establish2Ist-century fas- ing Biden.
beenoflittle interest to pundits, and few, if | harmlessU ithasshrunkworld | cism. And hischroniclyi has weakened "%,
any. economists speaking on the subject | tracle, thus worsening the efficiency of | fromtheOfficeof the Pres- that in America, there is
ighl athomeandabroad. | identunderminespeople’s the US economy [ crushing disparity
bears due ly on people’s 5 We lfare. But the His populist rhetoric has not translated | confidence in their gov-  while Biden has between the wages of the
economy intobetter pay for rkers | ernment. seriously less-advantaged
inth rvicti iscrimination. He hassought | There are other outra-  shhown he cares  and those paid to middle-
and the satisfaction of success. It isn'tjust | to erase any sense of economic justice. He | gestoonumeroustomen- income people—and pay-
about money. seemsto carenothingabout theappallingly | tion. Butone of themost ~ abOUt people’s  ments for single mothers
 Theeconomic case for Bidenbeginswith. | low wage rates for those at the honnm or | appalling was his effort to N donot Biden,
PresidentDonald | aboutthe terril eliminatea prosperity having grown up in the

Tmmp. Consider Trump’s costly corporate
tax cut. It did not deliver anythinglike the
investment and growth he promised, and

wages afford. And he has done nolhmg o

support the eradication of statisti lis-

anmdtmn racial, gender, and LGBT+. His
h:

the firsthee years o his presidency.

0 as heavily
affected peop]ewllhlowmcomes
Trumy

undocumentedaliens who
were brought to the US as
children, who, after helng raised dl’ld edu-
catedin America, Yet

steelmaking region of

that

aPresident Biden would wanttorestore the
economy toits former glory.

For itisvitally important
vote for the Biden-Harris

an hardly
beblind noflow- | that .
paid wi So,ifelected, we would have

another outrage s his tactic of nstlling fear
of

ha
seta precedent for unnece»ar) deficits in
futureadministrations. (Of course, the defi-

ahonx has put the world economy .md the
viability ofthe planet n further danger. He

Test. Asaresult, thereisa
growingclimite of anxioty and distrust.
Today, a great many peoplesupport Biden

b T

apresident responsive to legislative initia-
tives forsubsidies designed to pullup these
workers’ meagre compensation.

i is also .memwe (() the existential

citincurred

saysthat USwest

on

Thereisavast lit-

ticket. Trump has gravely weakened the
nation’s economy, while Biden has shown
over his life that he cares about people’s
chances of prosperity and [leading lives that
arerewardingl—ofachieving the American
Dream. ©2020 PROJECT SYNDICATE



