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Lessons for India
The Italian marines’ case meets with a
disappointing end, as India loses right to trial
The long quest for justice for the two Kerala fisher-

men shot dead by Italian marines from the Enrica

Lexie about 20.5 nautical miles off India’s coast in
February 2012 has ended in disappointment. An inter-
national arbitration court has ruled that India does not
have jurisdiction to try the marines, who, it held, were
entitled to immunity as they were acting on behalf of a
state. The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in The
Hague admitted that both India and Italy had concur-
rent jurisdiction in the matter but concluded that the
marines” immunity precluded India’s jurisdiction. In
India’s favour, the PCA found that the Italian vessel had
violated the right and freedom of navigation of the In-
dian fishing vessel under UNCLOS, and that the action,
which caused loss of lives, property and harm, merited
compensation. It asked the parties to consult each oth-
er on the compensation due to India as a result. More
significantly, the PCA rejected a key argument by Italy
that India, by leading the Italian vessel into its territory
and arresting the marines, violated its obligation to
cooperate with measures to suppress piracy under Arti-
cle 100 of UNCLOS. This may mean that the arbitration
court did not view the incident as one related to piracy
at all. The incident had caused national outrage as the
public saw these as wanton killings, inasmuch as the cir-
cumstances indicated no attempt by the fishing vessel
at piracy. The fishing vessel was within the country’s
Contiguous Zone and it was quite clear that the offence
warranted arrest and prosecution under domestic law.
With the piracy angle ruled out, a regular trial was in
order. The Union government should have taken over
the prosecution and ensured a quick trial. However, as
legal tangles were being sorted out, and India was deal-
ing with the diplomatic fallout, the marines managed to
obtain orders to leave the country. The Supreme Court
ruled that only the Centre, and not Kerala, can prose-
cute the marines. A bigger legal issue, which caused
more delay, came later. The National Investigation
Agency invoked the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against Safety of Maritime Navigation and Fixed Plat-
forms on Continental Shelf Act, 2002. This caused a di-
plomatic furore as it provides for the death penalty. The
EU threatened to impose trade sanctions. Ultimately, it
took time for these charges to be dropped. The PCA’s
award, which is final and has been accepted by India, is
ahuge setback for the expectation that the two marines
would face a criminal trial in India. In the end, Italy suc-
ceeded in taking the matter out of India’s hands. It
should now make good on its commitment to have the
marines tried under its domestic laws. The takeaway
for India should be the lessons, in the legal and diplo-
matic domains, that can be drawn from the experience.

Bend it like Italy
India needs a comprehensive approach
to the virus centred around wider testing
Five months after WHO declared COVID-19 as a pu-

blic health emergency of international concern
and three-and-half months after it called the dis-
ease a pandemic, its spread does not seem to be slow-
ing down globally. Instead, infections and the death toll
continue to rise alarmingly. After a sharp increase in
March, the fresh cases reported have steadily in-
creased, breaching the 10 million mark on June 29; the
death toll too touched a grim milestone of 0.5 million.
With the addition of each million new cases taking few-
er days than the previous one, the pandemic is truly ac-
celerating. As if the summer heat has invigorated the vi-
rus, June alone accounted for 60% of all cases reported
50 far. The second half of June has been particularly bad
with over 1,50,000 cases reported almost daily. On June
26, 0.19 million new cases were recorded, the highest
reported on a single day since the outbreak in China;
U.S. (2.7 million), Brazil (nearly 1.5 million) and India
(0.6 million) have been driving the spike. On July 1, the
U.S. witnessed the single largest spike of nearly 50,000
cases, which is more than the total number of cases re-
ported by Singapore, South Korea and other countries.
As on July 3, India has reported over 0.6 million cases
and 18,662 deaths. The acceleration of fresh cases be-
gan in the first week of May and increased sharply in
June. While Maharashtra has the most cases, infections
in Tamil Nadu and Delhi have been steadily increasing.
With over 92,000 cases, Delhi has surpassed China
(nearly 85,000) while Mumbai (just over 82,000) and
Chennai (64,689) are close behind. After months of low
testing, Delhi increased the number done per day to
close to 20,000 with a concomitant increase in cases to
reach a peak of over 3,900 before falling by nearly 40%
in the last few days. Though belated, Tamil Nadu began
aggressively testing in hotspot areas in Chennai a fort-
night ago. Moving from a smaller number of targeted
tests to increased community testing about two weeks
ago has led to the test positivity rate reducing from 35%
to about 20% in certain areas in Chennai. A test positiv-
ity rate of about 20% is highly suggestive of community
spread in these areas. Equally important is tracing and
isolating contacts. Tamil Nadu, however, has the lowest
case fatality rate of 1.3% compared with 4.4% in Maha-
rashtra, 3.1% in Delhi, and 5.6% in Gujarat. It is impor-
tant for every State to take a leaf out of Maharashtra’s
book and test large numbers daily unmindful of the rise
in fresh cases each day. Dithering on testing, tracing,
isolating and treating will inevitably lead to uncon-
trolled spread and increased deaths, undermining ef-
forts to contain the pandemic. After all, China, Italy,
and Spain have demonstrated that it is possible to bend
the curve through a comprehensive approach that is
centred around testing.
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Reset rural job policies, recognise women's work

As India emerges from the lockdown, labour market policy has to reverse the pandemic’s gender-differentiated impact

MADHURA SWAMINATHAN

he COVID-19 pandemic has
Thad a huge impact on wo-
men’s work, but as official
statistics do not capture women’s
work adequately and accurately,
little attention has been paid to the
consequences of the pandemic for
‘women workers and to the design
of specific policies and pro-
grammes to assist them.
Asurvey by the Azim Premji Un-
iversity, of 5,000 workers across 12
States — of whom 52% were wo-
men workers — found that women
workers were worse off than men
during the lockdown. Among rural
casual workers, for example, 71%
of women lost their jobs after the
lockdown; the figure was 59% for
men. Data from the Centre for
Monitoring Indian  Economy
(CMIE) also suggest that job losses
in April 2020, as compared to
April 2019, were larger for rural
‘women than men.

The pre-COVID-19 situation
To comprehend the effects of CO-
VID-19 on women workers, we
need to begin with the situation
before the pandemic. I draw here
on the experience of the last 10
years with village studies conduct-
ed in collaboration with the Foun-
dation for Agrarian Studies (FAS).
According to national labour
force surveys, a quarter of adult
rural women were in the labour
force (or counted as “workers” in
official data) in 2017-18. If we exa-
‘mine data from time-use surveys,
that is, surveys that collect infor-
mation on all activities undertaken
during a fixed time period (usually
24 hours), the picture changes rad-
ically. There are no official time-
use survey data: the National Sta-
tistical Office did conduct a time-
use survey in 2019 but the results
are not available (a previous pilot
survey was conducted 20 years

ago). I use detailed, village-level
time-use surveys from Karnataka,
with data for 24 hours a day for se-
ven days consecutively over two
agricultural seasons in 2017-18, to
illustrate the ground-level situa-
tion. Taking time spent in econom-
ic activity (or what falls within the
production boundary in the Sys-
tem of National Accounts or SNA)
and using the standard definition
of a worker as one who spent “ma-
jor time” during the reference
week in economic activity, time-
use data show that, although there
were seasonal variations in work
participation, almost all women
came within the definition of
“worker” in the harvest season.

Crisis of regular employment
These data suggest — and this find-
ing is echoed in observations by
women activists — that rural wo-
men face a crisis of regular em-
ployment. In other words, when
‘women are not reported as work-
ers, it is because of the lack of em-
ployment opportunities rather
than it being on account of any
“withdrawal” from the labour
force. This crisis of regular em-
ployment will have intensified
during the pandemic and the
lockdown.

A second feature of rural wo-
men’s work, brought to light by
gender-disaggregated data at the
household level in villages across
India surveyed by FAS, is that wo-
men from all sections of the pea-
santry, with some regional excep-
tions, participate in paid work
outside the home. In thinking of
the potential workforce, thus, we
need to include women from al-
most all sections of rural house-
holds and not just women from ru-
ral labour or manual worker
households.

A third feature of our village-le-
vel findings is that younger and
more educated women are often
not seeking work because they as-
pire to skilled non-agricultural
work, whereas older women are
more willing to engage in manual
labour.

A fourth feature of rural India is
that women’s wages are rarely

K.R. DEEPAK

equal to men’s wages, with a few
exceptions. The gap between fe-
male and male wages is highest for
non-agricultural tasks — the new

and  growing  source  of
employment.

Finally, an important feature of
rural India pertains to the wo-
man’s work day. Counting all
forms of work — economic activity
and care work or work in cooking,
cleaning, child care, elderly care —
awoman'’s work day is exceedingly
long and full of drudgery. In the
FAS time-use survey, the total
hours worked by women (in eco-
nomic activity and care) ranged
from 61 hours to 88 hours in the
lean season, with a maximum of 91
hours (or 13 hours a day) in the
peak season. No woman puts in
less than a 60-hour work-week.

Lockdown and jobs
How did the lockdown affect em-
ployment for rural women? A ra-
pid rural survey conducted by FAS
showed that in large parts of the
country where rain-fed agriculture
is prevalent, there was no agricul-
tural activity during the lean
months of March to May. In areas
of irrigated agriculture, there were
harvest operations (such as for ra-
bi wheat in northern India) but
these were largely mechanised. In
other harvest operations, such as
for vegetables, there was a grow-
ing tendency to use more family la-
bour and less hired labour on ac-
count of fears of infection. Put
together, while agricultural activi-
ty continued, employment availa-
ble to women during the lock-
down was limited.

Employment and income in ac-
tivities allied to agriculture, such

as animal rearing, fisheries and
floriculture were also adversely af-
fected by the lockdown. Our vil-
lage studies show that when hou-
seholds own animals, be it milch
cattle or chickens or goats, women
are inevitably part of the labour
process. During the lockdown, the
demand for milk fell by at least
25% (as hotels and restaurants
closed), and this was reflected in
either lower quantities sold or in
lower prices or both. For women
across the country, incomes from
the sale of milk to dairy coopera-
tives shrank. Among fishers, men
could not go to sea, and women
could not process or sell fish and
fish products.

Non-agricultural jobs came to a
sudden halt as construction sites,
brick kilns, petty stores and eater-
ies, local factories and other enter-
prises shut down completely. In
recent years, women have ac-
counted for more than one-half of
workers in public works, but no

employment ~ was  available
through the National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme

(NREGS) till late in April. The first
month of lockdown thus saw a to-
tal collapse of non-agricultural
employment for women. In May,
there was a big increase in de-
mand for NREGS employment.

One of the new sources of wo-
men’s employment in the last few
decades has been government
schemes, especially in the health
and education sectors, where, for
example, women work as Angan-
wadi workers or mid-day meal
cooks. During the pandemic, Ac-
credited Social Health Activists or
ASHAs, 90% of whom are women,
have become frontline health
workers , although they are not re-
cognised as “workers” or paid a
regular wage.

Effect on health and nutrition
‘While the lockdown reduced em-
ployment in agriculture and allied
activities and brought almost all
non-agricultural employment to a
standstill, the burden of care work
mounted. With all members of the
family at home, and children out
of school, the tasks of cooking,

cleaning, child care and elderly
care became more onerous. There
is no doubt that managing house-
hold tasks and provisioning in a
situation of reduced incomes and
tightening budgets will have long-
term effects on women’s physical
and mental health. The already
high levels of malnutrition among
rural women is likely to be exacer-
bated as households cope with re-
duced food intake.

A new road map

As we emerge from the lockdown,
it is very important to begin, first,
by redrawing our picture of the ru-
ral labour market by including the
contribution of women. While the
immediate or short-run provision
of employment of women can be
through an imaginative expansion
of the NREGS, a medium and lon-
ger term plan needs to generate
women-specific employment in
skilled occupations and in busi-
nesses and new enterprises. In the
proposed expansion of health in-
frastructure in the country, wo-
men, who already play a signifi-
cant role in health care at the
grass-Toot level, must be recog-
nised as workers and paid a fair
wage. In the expansion of rural i
frastructure announced by the Fi-
nance Minister, specific attention
‘must be paid to safe and easy tran-
sport for women from their homes
to workplaces.

As the lockdown is lifted, eco-
nomic activity is growing but the
young and old still remain at
home. Further, as the COVID-19 in-
fection spreads, given a higher li-
kelihood of cases among men than
women, the burden on women as
earners and carers is likely to rise.
‘We need immediate measures to
reduce the drudgery of care work.
To illustrate, healthy meals for
schoolchildren as well as the elder-
ly and the sick can reduce the
tasks of home cooking.

It is time for women to be seen
as equal partners in the task of
transforming the rural economy.

Madhura Swaminathan is Professor at the
Economic Analysis Unit, Indian Statistical
Institute

Police violence and how some lives do not matter

As a country, Indians seek accountability selectively because their commitment to the rule of law is not principled

ANUP SURENDRANATH &
NEETIKA VISHWANATH

s you begin to read this arti-
Acle, we would like you to
think of the reactions to the
Hyderabad police killing Chenna-
kesavulu, Mohammed Areef, Na-
veen and Shiva, in the ‘Disha’ case.
That incident, from December
2019, must surely bring back me-
mories of collective celebration at
‘justice’ having been executed
swiftly. The showering of petals,
the raucous calls for adopting such
measures of instant justice, and
our pride in such police officers
must still be vivid in our memory.
Now contrast that to the reac-
tions in response to the custodial
Killings, of Jayaraj and his son Ben-
icks in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu.
Celebrities, media platforms, pol-
iticians, Twitter and Facebook us-
ers, the general public, all aghast
at the brutal violence inflicted on
these two men. Everyone collec-
tively reminding us that we need
to keep our police in check, and
that we must not tolerate such
abuse of police powers while la-
menting the lack of ‘rule of law’ in
our society.
The contrast in the response to
these two incidents could not be
starker. What lies at the heart of
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this contrast? Was it because the
four men in Hyderabad were ac-
cused of raping, murdering and
burning the body of the victim? It
revolted us so much that we were
willing to accept this version of in-
stant (but illegal) justice and trust
the police when they told us that it
was indeed these four men who
were responsible. Despite no
court having looked into it, we
were convinced that they ‘de-
served’ to be killed in that manner
for what we believed they had
done, conveniently blurring the
lines between our moral judgment
and the limits we must place on
police power.

A different reaction

But with Jayaraj and Benicks, we
must ask what really shocks us? Is
it just that they were brutally as-
saulted and violated in a manner
that caused their death? Or is our
shock inextricably connected to
what they were accused of — that
they were tortured in this manner
for keeping their shop open for a
few minutes after lockdown tim-
ings? What we will or will not ac-
cept from the police in terms of
their abuse of powers seems to be
intrinsically linked to our moral
evaluation of what they tell us peo-
ple in their custody are accused of.
‘When they present to us sexual of-
fenders, terrorists and anti-nation-
als, we find ourselves reposing
great faith in the narratives they
feed us, and are even eager for it to
be true. It literally is a few steps
away from mob justice. It is just
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that we let the police and the legal
system do our dirty work. But
thankfully for the family of Jayaraj
and Benicks, we have judged diffe-
rently and we are on their side this
time. In different circumstances,
our reactions would look, sound
and feel very different.

The data
We must be careful not to mistake
our reactions in this case as some
commitment to the rule of law and
due process. The track record of
our public and legal conversation
on torture and fixing accountabili-
ty for it present a very different
picture. In the last three years, the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC), India has received
nearly 5,300 complaints of custo-
dial deaths (police and prison) and
we can be sure that it is only a frac-
tion of the actual number of such
deaths. If reporting such deaths is
difficult, the legal process to inves-
tigate, prosecute and fix accounta-
bility has even more hurdles. This
is evident from the fact that while
government data recorded 1,727
deaths in police custody between
2000 and 2018, only 26 police offi-
cials were convicted.

In a country where custodial

torture and killing is an open se-
cret, it is baffling that we still do
not have a domestic law that ena-
bles torture prosecution by ac-
counting for the particularities of
custodial torture. We continue to
struggle with the inadequacies of
our regular criminal law in this re-
gard.

An issue glossed over
Despite a suggestion by the Law
Commission of India that if a per-
son dies in police custody the bur-
den should be on the police to
show that they are not responsible
for it, the law still requires the pro-
secution to prove that the police
caused the death. India’s political
commitment to address torture is
symbolised by its failure to ratify
the UN Convention Against Tor-
ture, and thereby putting itself in
the list of only 19 countries to have
not adopted it. The Supreme
Court of India has laid down many
measures to prevent torture and
fix accountability, but these judg-
ments are rarely followed. Even le-
gislative mandates suffer the same
fate. Besides the usual police in-
vestigation into a custodial death,
the law mandates an independent
magisterial inquiry. It is perhaps a
reflection of our institutional
apathy that such inquiries have
happened in only about 20% of
custodial deaths. And to top it all,
prosecution of police officials for
custodial torture requires the
sanction of the government.

The question about why torture
is rampant has no straightforward

answers. One of course is that the
system incentivises torture by
seeking convictions without mo-
dernising the police force. Howev-
er, police violence is not limited to
investigations and goes well
beyond that. The use of torture is
also often justified by police per-
sonnel as being required to teach
‘hardened criminals’ on behalf of
society. But here in killing Jayaraj
and Benicks, the police seem to
have inflicted violence out of sheer
expectation of impunity. It reflects
a deeply worrying aspect of tor-
ture where police unleash vio-
lence because they know that the
chances of being held accountable
are slim.

‘The worst thing we can do now
is to think of the incidents at the
Sattankulam police station in Ta-
mil Nadu as being perpetrated by a
few errant police personnel. There
is an institutional and public cul-
ture that breeds, protects and
even celebrates this kind of vio-
lence. At the heart of that culture
is our proclivity to embrace mob
justice in situations where we feel
it is ‘deserved’. And in instances
where we are forced to confront
murders such as those of Benicks
and Jayaraj, we must acknowledge
that our celebration and tolerance
of police brutality is just as much
to blame as anything else. The
blood of Benicks and Jayaraj are on
all our hands.

Anup Surendranath and Neetika
Vishwanath are with Project 394 at
National Law University, Delhi

Public to private of bringing in competition
One is oddly uncomfortable  to reduce fares is pure
while reading the hogwash when just 5% of

statements of the Railway
Board Chairman (Inside
pages, “Private trains will
benefit travellers’, July 3).
Even when the Indian
Railways was the only rail
service provider, the IRCTC
followed the airline
industry’s practice of
dynamic fares, a grossly
inappropriate move by a
monopoly service provider.
If private trains are being
allowed, it is only going to
justify dynamic fares even
‘more. One i quite sure that
this is certainly nota
welfare measure and all talk

better quality trains. All the
rosy pictures being painted
of the Indian Railways’
development will see a
silent burial. Soon, it will
see the beginning of the
end of rail coach factories
as private operators will
prefer to import trains,
rather than expect
government-owned
behemoths to raise quality
standards of the rakes and
cars. The first casualty will

years.
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most likely be the integral
coach factories, followed by
the wheel and axle plants.

systematically dismantling
the semblance of order and
accountability for
government assets, instead
of raising the Railways’
services to world class, as
was promised when it came
to power in 2014. The lack
of an effective Opposition in
Parliament has never been
felt so acutely in the past 74

trains are set to go private. One is aghast at the entity, though many vested
Itis very certain that the impunity with which the interests are bound to scuttle
affluent will get to pay present dispensation at the  all moves to run the railways
higher fares and travel in Centre is going about better. A lot of money is

M.

= The present system has
grown too big and unviable
to be handled as a single

needed to modernise and
profitably run it and offer it
as an alternative and
comfortable travel option.

infrastructure, and a

of the reasons for man-
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electrocution and vehicular
and train accidents are only
rising. Depletion of forest
cover due to encroachments,

shortage of fodder and water
sources in forests are some

animal conflict. The wildlife
law enforcement agencies
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have a pivotal role to play in
protecting forests and wild
animals. Appropriate
changes must be made to
wildlife laws, treating animal
killings as grave crimes.

V. JOHAN DHANAKUMAR,
Chennai

Srirangam, Tamil Nadu

Elephants under siege
Itis sad that elephants in
India continue to face no
respite from dangers (Tamil
Nadu, “Elephant shot dead

Chennai
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‘WORDLY WISE
LET US READ, AND LET US DANCE; THESE TWO
AMUSEMENTS WILL NEVER DO ANY
HARM TO THE WORLD. — VOLTAIRE

ThelndianEXPRESS

> FOUNDED By
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

A NATION’S MESSAGE

PM's speech casts away any ambiguity of political response. A
reassuring address to the nation — and a firm message to China

When

military odds are in no way stacked in China’s favour

push comes to crunch

While India should continue search for peaceful solution,

AmIT COWSHISH

'WITH THE SITUATION prevailing in Ladakh,
thisis notthe opportune momentfor political
brinkmanship or speculative assessment
about whether India s militarily prepared to

RIMEMINISTER NARENDRA Modi'svisit toL faceCl Therealiy
tion —and beyond — responses isthatify
from New Delhi sofa. -off with Chinaon the Line of Actual i tofightwith their

Comml in which 20 Indian soldiers were killed, there have been military

existing capabilities. Minor augmentation is
possible through rushed delivery of already

If but

nu-

and,at aseriesofsteps: Aban on Chinese a
appsthat minister Ravi Shankar Prasad descibed asa “digitalstrike”, th ement  Sontracied-formateriaand amnunition and
by minister Ni i that Chi dsmal Peyond

nolonger areiteration of Some analysts believe that the People’s
P rbharta” orself-reliance, first invoked OVIDpan-  Liberaton Ay (PLA) hasa decsveccigeover
demic.The PMsspeechin Ladakh casts away an P -
sponse. He mettroopsat the 14th Nimo.a " h merical strength, infrastructure in the Tibet

and his speech was at once a rallying cry and a call for steady resolve, invoking images of
a“bansuri-dhari” and “sudarshan-dhari” Krishna, the teachmg; of Buddha and the po-
etryof | iSingh Dinkar and This om-
‘mitment to protect the territorial integrity of the country. But this was not a speech to
the soldiers alone. It was an address to the nation, and at the same time, a message to
China—even though the PM did not mention China by name and the world.

Autonomous Region (TAR) abutting the Line
ofActual Control (LAC),

accomplished joint service operations, Even
s0,it does not necessarily give China a defini-
tiveedge,asthe potential conflitis unlikely to
remain confined to ground forces.

Looked at in the wider context of moun-
tain’ thebest

the PM's remarkat
mil-

of times, the odds are in no way stacked in
pe

troversy —neither intoIndian territory, nor

 Firsty, on ground, India has moved addi-

owitzers, in-

itary posts, the PM had said. the PMO clarified later, The
PM'swordsin Leh, however, i in d tenor. Hesentout the
t i Ladakh, which he described
that“veerta hishanti hoti hai

asthe “mastak” or head of India.

India’s questfor peace with Chinashould not

be seen as weakness or political naivete by Beijing or the rest of the world. His juxtapos-

ing of “sahas (bravery)” and “karuna (compassion)', his eference to *Visarvad (expan-

sionism)"asarelic of a destructive past, instead,on

“vikasvaad (developmentalism)” — history is witness, he said, that expansionist forces

were forced to turn back — underlined that an India and China at peace with each other
i "

fantry combat vehicles, varied missile batter-
ies and air defence systems to the LAC in
Ladakh. This deployment is backed by
BrahMos medium-range supersonic cruise
missile, the quickest and the world’s most
lethal in its class. Other than land, the Indo-
Russian BrahMos is also capable of being
launched from combat aircraft and frontline
p da approvedR

«

This speech, rather than any previous ambivalence, will come to be known as the
defining momentfor inits difficult relationship with China atthis junc-
ture, From Beijing’s swift response that both sides were engaged in talks, and "no party
should engage in any action that may escalate the situation at this point”, it seems that
the message may have gone home — ifit hasn't it should.

A DIFFERENT TRACK

Indian Railways opening up to private players in passenger
services is a good idea — but there will be challenges ahead
NWEDNESDAY, THE

pri-
vate firms to operate passenger trains on its network by inviting enti-
ties to participate on 109 origin-destination routes through 151 new

trains. In return, pri have to pay charges,
energy chargeson: ctual andashare of their
gross revenue to the Railways — the last parameter will be bid upon. While these 151
trainswill form p y
ningof pri icipationi the only form of trans-

port that remains a government monopoly.

for the pri-
vate sector: For instance, the time slotsfor private operations have been fixed at the bid-
. However, several critical i Forone, there will
the financial viability of some Rail Is0 tend to cross-sub-
freightrevenue. ost pricing, which

illmakeit difficult for pri O i

to cover costs might bring them in direct competition with airlines, pricing them out of
the market. Further, as the experience of private operators in running container trains
suggests, setting up an independent regulator will be critical for creating a level playing
field for private players. Currently, the same entity is effectively the policy maker, regu-
lator and service provider, rolled into one. This, as the Bibek Debroy committee pointed

with
of powerwill continue

out,“isaclear conflctofnterest. regulator can hel

the facilitatingits entry, but withoutit,
to be tilted in favour of the Railways.

181 5. crore procurement of 33 Russian fight-
ers, including 21 upgraded MiG-29.and 12 li-
cence-built Su-30MKI fighters, missiles, and
ammunition to boost military capability. This
delivered a distinct signal that the perceived
paucity of funds and the recession spawned
by the COVID-19 pandemicwould,innoway,
thwartIndia from squaring up to China's mil-
itary threat along the LAC.

Besides, unlike the PLA, which has fought
just one war with Vietnam over 40 years ago,
the Indian Army is battle-hardened. It has
fought five wars since 1947, four in which it
ably acquitted itself, and has vast experience
i hybrid mountain warfare, initially in the

Much of China’s cockiness
stems from its delusion of
economic and military
invincibility which, looked at
objectively, defies reality. In
its clash with the Indian
Army at Nathu La near
Sikkim in 1967, for instance,
the casualties suffered by
PLA were almost four times
those on the Indian side.
Again, 12 years later in 1979,
China boasted that it had
driven Vietnamese troops
out of Cambodia. The
reality, however, was that

north-eastand

Most crucially the commitment of PLA
troops, most of them Han Chinese, to defend
disant onters populat ekl hetanet

itsaviation
wing in May 2015 and can claim 54 years of
continuous carrieroperations. Indian Navy(IN)
officials, therefore, maintain that their “insti-

d,isreall
o mateh to th Indian troops

tutional” maturity, experience,

have to preserving their territories, The fierce
loyalty and pride of Indian troops to their pal-
tans is unmatched in most other armies
around the world and is a force multiplier.

Secondly, unlike the 1962 border warwith
China in which India came off worse, the
Indian Air Force (IAF) will play asignificant role
in the event of hostilities. A majority of IAF
bases are located in the nearby plains from
where combat aircraft like the Russian Sukhoi
Su-30MKI, upgraded MiG-20M and retrofit-
ted French Mirage 2000H can operate with a
full load of fuel and weapons. In contrast, the
payload of PLA Air Force's (PLAAF's) fighters
located at bases across the TAR at heights above
4,000 mtsis circumscribed.

Moreover, PLAAF fighters like -8Fs, |-11Bs
and}-16s,reverse engineered from Sovle[ era
and

givesitadeci

Much of China's cockiness stems from its
delusion of economic and military invincibil-
ity which, looked at objectively, defies reality.
Inits clash with the Indian Army at Nathu La
near Sikkim in 1967, for instance, the casual-
ties suffered by PLA were almost four times
those on the Indian side. Again, 12 years later
in 1979, China boasted that it had driven
Vietnamesetroopsoutof Cambodia. Thereal-
ity, however, was that Vietnamese troops re-
‘mained in Cambodia for another decade after
China's self-proclaimed victory.

After the clash between Indian Army and
PLAtroopsin the Galwan Valleyareaalongthe
LAConthe nightof 15-16 June, anembarrassed
China declined to reveal the casualties it suf-

fered.

Wars are not won by making self-serving

Tior to the IAFs advanced fighters whih are
alsoarmedwithlaser munitions with pinpoint
accuracy. The procurement of SPICE-2000
bomb kits from Israel, approved recently by
the government, will also reinforce the IAFs
capability to take out ground targets from a
safe distance. By contrast, PLAAF pilots have
not ted againsta

claims of before they are
fough; theyarewon by tangile resultsonthe
ground, achieved through superior strategy
and tactics and as Napoleon Bonaparte said,
lucky generals. When criticised for winning,
battles simply because of luck, Napoleon re-
torted: Idrather havelucky generalsthan good
ones.

‘Thirdly, China borders about 14 countries,
but has frontier disputes with as many as 18
states. Noneof these countriesis likely tointer-
venein the eventof a Sino-Indian conflict, but
New Delhi can expect some, if not all, of them
toshareinteligenceand nformation,especia-
Ily in the marit to thwart added

Vietnamese troops remati
in Cambodia for another
decade after China’s self-
proclaimed victory. After the
clash between Indian Army
and PLA troops in the
Galwan Valley arca along the
LAC on the night of 15-16
June, an embarrassed China
declined to reveal the
casualties it suffered.

!hreals in the strategic Indian Ocean Region.

India an
asy peace with China, largely through eco-
nomic compromise and security concession,
but this has not worked. While India should
ot abandon hope of finding a peaceful solu-
tion via diplomacy and negotiation, the som-
bre reality is that China appears to be in no
mood to relent.

Ifanything, Beijing appears inclined to ex-

s Cl\lnaal\dfealfulcfnsblatamhegemony
carri

rogates in Nepal and Pakistan, countries it
financial

rsal!hecenneoﬁheu'mannmeforcedeveloy
mentplans,usingelementsof Russiantechno-
lug\es Buteach: SldE has started fromadifferent

bullying, security, military and nuclear pacts,
but, above all, by exploiting their visceral an-
tipathy for India. Sadly,this can only mean a

adopting
own path to securing carrier capability.
Chinais relatively new to carrier operations
and has had to start from scratch, with no air-
craft, vessel, training pipeline, or operational
experience to build upon. By contrast, India

. which could well
escalate into a conflict, at huge cost to both
sides, including China.

Thewriteris former Financial Advisor
(Acquisition), Ministry of Defence
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A STORY OF TERROR

Pakistan Prime Minister needs a recent history lesson on Osama bin Laden

KHALED AHMED

ON JUNE 25, PAKISTAN'S Prime Minister
Imran Khan, speaking at the National
Assembly — which he rarely visits — an-
nounced that the founder of the terrorist or-
ganisation al Qaeda, Osama bin Laden, killed
byAmericain2011 inAbbottabad, was asha-
heed (martyr). According to Islamic belief,
martyrs don'tdie and are the chosenof Allah.
Many in Pakistanwho thoughtbin Ladenwas
a terrorist who had undermined Pakistan's
sovereignty were shocked. Many, however,
still believe that bin Laden didn'tdo the 9/11
bombing and that it was actually “an

American Neocon-Jewish conspiracy to cre-

the Sunni clerical

facilitati f the sector, ate an excuse to clobber the Muslims”.
plexityi inthi Al Qaeda came to Pakistan to fight the
itwas “exc utand  Sovietinvasion of Afghanistan and was, in a
" and keepinginmind welfare w  waywelcomed by the US. Pakistan didn't
willwork, i adjusttheframe-  Tindhat

workan!fine-une therues and regulations,

DANCING HER WAY

Saroj Khan recognised the power of the musical number —an
opportunity for women to take the lead

N NIDHI TULI'S 2012 documentary, ‘The Saroj Khan Story', the choreographer

narrates an argument she once had with the censor board — they were not too

keen on having Madhuri Dixit heave her bosom to “Dhak dhak karne laga” in

Beta."Dhakdhak.from where will that sound come, except from the hear? And

The Americans found
evidence that bin Laden

in the country. But bin Laden first conquered
Pakistan by becoming the hero of the religious
leaders who thought he could help transform
the country into a religious state after defeat-
ing “pagan” democracy. The dream was to
recreate the “state of Madina” in Pakistan, an
idyll Khan was to embrace as he helped block
supply convoys going through Pakistan for
NATO troops in Afghanistan.

Soon, the myth that Americans had car-
ried out the 9/11 attack was broken. Hamid
Mirwrote inJang(November 1,2004) that by
announcing that he had carried out the 9/11

« icated with Mullah
Mohammad Umar, leader of
the Afghan Taliban, and with
Lashkar-e-Taiba, the
organisation engaged in the
Kashmir jihad whose leader
today is in prison in
Pakistan. It is quite clear that
bin Laden was involved with
outfits engaged in terrorism
in Pakistan.

attacks, Osama bin Laden in hi

October 29,2004, had revealed the falsehood
of Muslim intellectuals and ulema that the
91 actsof

The Americans found evidence that bin
Laden communicated with Mullah

the Jews. In the beginning, Mir too thought
that the Jews had done it, but in November
2001,whenhe Jalalabad,

Umar, leader of the Afghan
Taliban, and with Lashkar-e-Taiba, the organ-
isation cnvaged in the Kashmir jihad whose

leader ison in Pakistan. Itis quite

pl
Muhammad Ata (the leader of the hijackers
who crashed two airliners into the World
Trade Centre buildings) on their laptops.
The mosque in Islamabad called Lal
Masjid linked up with al Qaedaafter its head,
Maulana Abdul Aziz, met bin Laden and
started attacking places in Islamabad he
thought were involved in “pagan” activities.
In 2007, President of Pakistan General
Pervez Musharraf decided to clean up Lal
Masjid after hearingthatal Qaedaandits affil-
iates from Central Asia were hiding there.
Operation Silence was launched after militants
inside Lal Masjid killed a Pakistan Rangers sol-

clear Ihatblnl ith outfits
engaged in terrorism in Pakistan. The facts
thatare now well-known tell us thatal Qaeda
‘waslocated at the top of the terror pyramidin
Pakistan. The Taliban owed allegiance to it.
Unfortunately, elements that Pakistan didn't
mind having safe havens in North Waziristan
were linked toit. The Punjabi Taliban and the
non-state actors known to act abroad in
favour of the state were distributing subver-
sive literature produced by Aiman Al
Zawahiri, bin Laden's successor.

Mariam Abou Zahab and Olivier Roy, in
their book Islamist Networks: The Afghan-
Pakistan Connection (2004), tell us about the

dier
Thesiegeattracted high-{ proﬁlemhglous]ead—

of Islamist influences into
Pakistan. The chap(er titled, “The

iesto eschew confrontation. Accordlng tore-
Chinese Uighur

f Al Qaeda”, tells us that af-
terthefall of the Taliban in 2002, militants re-
were bitter with their

elements
connected with al Qaeda. Tragically,the com-
mandounitthat carried outOperation Slence
was later attacked by a suicide bomber on
September 14, 2007. Al Qaeda declared the
foundation of Tehreek-e Taliban Pakistan in

leaders for not preventing lly-
ingitselfwith the US — and proceeded toex-
press their anger with acts of terrorism.

The writeris consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

" saysKhan. jent
the year's iggest hit n 1992, and once again, Khan, who passed away on Friday morn-
in thatif ifilm whocouldwalk, or

sashay, the thin line between sensuality and vulgarity, it was her.

Khan began her career as a child actor and dancer in the 19505, at the beginning of
the “golden era of Hindi films”, but it was her work in the 19805 and'90s that cemented
her place in the indusiry. Ata time when entire plot-lines revolved around the hero's
journey,and d- ing ho
offered relief from action sequences. Khan recognised the power of every musical num-
ber —an opportunity for women to take the lead. And what better way to doit than by
dancing and celebrating ?Inevery i brought the body alive:
Itcould beaslight twitch of the head, asmile that reached the eyes, hands that moved with
grace to beckon love or signal admonishment, and feet that moved so switly, so lightly,
that the ground beneath seemed to remble in deligh.

Knownas"Masterji" 'tfollow herin-
tricate routines. Shah Rukh Khan and Kareena Kapoor Khan have spoken about how she
worked with their limitations: “You have twoleft feet, but what of he face, use that.” Dance

for Khan, it
imE |

INDIAN mm

o v
it ke s F

Jury 4,1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

NORTHEAST CUT OFF

‘THE NORTHEASTERN STATES face total iso-
lation for three days when the sponsors of the
three-month-long Assam bandh begin from
tomorrow their policy of blocking trains to
the state. Despite Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi's broad-spectrum offer to resume dis-
cussions to end the deadlock, the agitation-
ists were going ahead with their announced
plantoseverairand rail links. The Assam gov-
ernment has not yet announced any plan to
scuttle the agitation. The Chief Secretary
Ramesh Chandra said that police protection
‘will be given to those wanting to avail the air
services not cancelled by the Indian

Airlines.
il m

ESMA IN Assam

OPPOSITIO! INthe Lok Sabha de-

turn to the Congress (I). Another important

ection, president Devraj

scribed the Essential Services Maintenance
(Assam) Bill as the first step to fascism and
the return of authoritarian rulein the country.
‘The Bill seeks to replace an ordinance giving
the executive wide powers to ban strikes in
essential services in Assam.

CONGRESS UNITY

'WHILE THE FIRST Opposition unity bid
ended with the Lok Dal walking out, three
apparently contradictory moves to bring to-
gether different streams of the Congress are
afoot. Asection of  West

P
Urs, is contacting former Congress col-
leaguesin the Lok Dal, Janata and other par-
ties in a bid to secure their return to the
Congress (U). HN Bhaguna and his support-
ers have contacted old Congressmen to sell
the old idea of a Congress minus Congress(1).

DOCTORS’ STRIKE

THE JUNIOR DOCTORS' federation of Delhi
gave a call for a strike from July 5 in all ma-
jor hospitals of the city. A spokesman said
that the call was given after the authorities
had not 15

Bengal, dUPare

days to sol

tore.

thejunior doctors’ problems.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Much more needs to be done by the international community to let India
know that violence against civilians — specifically violence against children

— will not be tolerated (in Kashmir).”

—DAWN

CR Sasikumar

Decoupling from China

Reducing dependence on China would be prudent for India’s pharmaceutical industry. But it must be
strategic, with significant policy support, and indigenisation will take time

RORY HORNER

pecially high in low and middle-income
countries which have become increasingly
dependenton affordable medicines supplied
by India. In many African countries, in fact,
Indiasupplies almost 50 per centof the med-
icines in value terms and even higher per-
centagesin terms of volume.

Some in India have invoked swadeshi to
justify a trade boycott of China, pointing to
the earlertransformative shlft uf India’s

THEREIS Agrowing clamourin India for boy-
cotting trade with China amidst recent polit-
ical tensions between the two countries. Such
apossible move, however, isamajor cause of

industry

mdus[ry toone con(mlled by lnman firms,

True, the market share of foreign-owned

‘multinationals in India fell dramatically from

80-90 per cent in 1970 to 50 per cent by the

early 1980s, and down to 23 per cent today.
Ny > 0 &3 Per

concern for India’

aswellasforpeoplemIndla.andgloba]ly,who
relyonthe country’s world-renowned supply
of medicines.

Trade boycotts or bansare especially costly

being amongst the highest in the world to
amongst the lowest.

But the domestically-owned pharmaceu-
tical industry did not take-off through an

supplych
ceutical industry. Although India is the third

als,ora orban onimports.
The 1970 Indian Pa[en(m which removed

largest producel
it relies significantly on China for supplies of

product patent
iswidelylauded o fcltatig hegrowth of
In I

sible policy objective. Despiterelative decline

In a plastic crisis

During the pandemic, strides made over
thelastyear in dealing with single-use
plastic have suffered a setback

PARAMESWARAN IYER

IN THESE TIMES of COVID-19, one of the
mostcommondlichésbandiedabout by op-
ed writers and TV anchors is: “Every crisis
bringswith itan opportunity”. The question
is: Opportunity for whom or for what? In
this case, the opportunity has been for an
inanimate objectand hithertoalongstand-
ing enemy — single-use plastic (SUP) — to
thriveand proliferate on an unprecedented
scale on the back of the gluba] pandernic

of life collected plastic waste from their sur-
roundings and disposed of it suitably with
the help of the local authorities.

Today, the national, as well as the global
‘momentum for plastic waste management,
has been seriously disrupted. Thailand,
which had banned disposable plastic bags
atmajor stores in January and had planned
toslash plastic waste completely in 2020,
now expects to see such waste rise by as
much as 30 per cent. In Indonesia, 63,000
workers were recently laid off in the recy-
cling industry. Even the Bring Your Own
(BYO) movement started in Singapore in
2017,where consumers were urged tobring
their own utensils to restaurants in the ef-
forttoreuse and recycle, has received a blow
with global giants such as Starbucks doing
away with their “Bring Your Own Cups” pol-
icy due to the pandemic.

Plasticis not the problem, our handling
of itis. We neerl plastic, but not SUP, which

Ifyou

is difficult and that

iinthe last 24 hours, you would surely recall
trying togetrid of, safely or otherwise, anin-
creasing number of COVID-specific, SUP-
based products. Central to our new, hyper-
hygienic way of life has become the
increased dependence on non-recyclable
items such as plastic-lined masks, gloves,
‘hand sanitiser bottles and other personal

lies. Itisimportant to
understand this distinction so we may
change our behaviour and our lifestyles, to
balance our need for plastic with effectively
‘managingits waste.
Togobacktothe opening cliché, one way
toapproach theissueis fo treatit notjustas
an environmental problem but as an eco-
nomic opportunity. We require new hu5|-

steep increase in day-to-day items such as

ability. In Uganda, they are melting Dlastic

tarting
point than most countries given the contin-
ued presence of some API production capa-
bilities. Indian firms have capacities, for in-
stance, to produce COVID-19 treatments,
including Remdesivir.

plastic hare being
S report by McKinsey cstmated that glob-  soldforjustadollarcach.InSingapore,start:
all plas- usiny cupsand bam-

ticwaste ayear of which only 16 per centis
recycled. Today, the WHO estimates that the
planetis using about 89 million masks and

i  th ¢

Other
their reliance on China for APIs, most notably
the US. It i

of plastic waste it's generating is much

boo boxes, which can be returned and
reused after being washed and sanitised.
But, most of all, we need a tectonic shift
in the behaviour of consumers. We need
consumers to care about their role in the

higher Kinsey

plastic hain, using their power

health securit uch reliance,
including the possibility of China restricting
is export of medicines during a cisis. This

report ). To.
picture, The Guardian recently reported that
thereare possibly more masksthanjellyfish
intl

May, the
$354 million contract 102 new company.
Phiow Corp. for manufacturing genericmed-
icinesand pharmaceutialingredients Hence
icinesa 2 !

‘The plastic-made items we use to pro-
tect ourselves against the coronavirus are
necessary, no doubt, lthough cloth masks

d but

com-

Infact,even mon use. These are essential short-term
N in the context of the US-China trade war, the needs forhealth, sanitation and other front-

Other countries are also US has excluded and some i i
seeking to reduce their related pr iffincrease: h irus. But what about the long-

reliance on China for APIs,
mmt notably the US. It has
di concerns over

)the  India'sindu fromthe
mec es- 197 \ct(FERA) the health security
timated 70 per cent of APl New Drug Policy (1978),

Indis pharmaceutical industy are sourced

whlch restricted — bul did not ban —theac-

implications of such reliance,
including the possibility of

from China. For
moland |bupmfen,lh|sdependence isalmost
100per cent. Thisimport reliance has been fu-
elled by environmental controls in India and
competitionwith China, which has higher vol-
umes of production and lower costs. Given
this, restricting or banning the import of APIs
would cause significant disruption to the
Indian pharmaceutical industry which had
$40billion in revenues in 2018-19, according
toPharmexcil.

Such a prospect is especially of concern
to potential patients. A severe contraction of
Indian pharmaceutical productionanditsal-
‘most $20 billion worth of annual exports,
would affect access to medicines both in
Indiaand globally. The impacts would be es-

tivities of foreign e coun-
try. Thus, a series of policy initiatives suc-
ceeded in tilting the balance in favour of
Indian-owned firms.

During the initial phase of the COVID-19
pandemic, many feared that China's supply of
APIs to India would decline due to China's
lockdown. Although those fears have notbeen
realised, the Indian government has moved
topromote more API productionin the coun-
try.In March, the government announced Rs
3,000 crore todevelop three bulk drug parks,
as well as Rs 6,940 crore to manufacturers of
53 bulk drugs over the next eight years.
Planning ahead towards greater domestic pro-
duction of APIs, as well as reduced depend-
enceon China, isan understandable and sen-

China restricting its export
of medicines during a crisis.
This May, the Trump
Administration announced
a $354 million contract to a
new company, Phlow Corp.
for manufacturing generic
medicines and
pharmaceutical ingredients.
Hence the US is also secking
greater self-reliance, but this
is without immediate
boycott.

Reducing dependence on China will not
be easy to achieve. In India, any decoupling

to change th ap-
proach. This had started in India until the
pressing need to confront the coronavirus
took precedence over the fight against SUP.
Today,in rural India, having declared them-
selves open defecation free (ODF), village
communities across the country are now
starting to plan for setting up waste collec-
tion and segregation systems, with material
recovery facilities at the block- level under
phase 2 of the Swachh Bharat Mission

term environmental impact
Arewewaiting for the pandemlcmbeover

from Chinamustbestrategic,

policy apac
indigenisation. An ad hoc or reactive decou-
pling could disrupt the production of a wide
fange ofmedicnes which currenty recuie

In pre-coronavirus times, diferent na-

(Grameen). The np(mns areall around us,
buttruecl h
one ofus takes responsibiliy for the envi-
ronment around us and takes necessary
stepstoRefuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycleand,
when allelse fails, Remove, or dlspose of

tions had their
platic wast.In countrie uch as Canada

plast
T Ieaveyouvwlhlhlsgloomyanthmenc

from China.
steroid which a UK study recently found S|g-
nificantlyimproves survival rates from COVID-
19,is one notable example. Others include
painkillers,such as paracetamol and ibupro-

andtheUS, recyclingof
essential although this s not practised uni-
versally.In India, we have the Plastic Waste
ManagementRulesof 201, which wereup-

2018.In fact, Indiasaw

Irecently came acros
Atsome point, hopefuny, oonerratherthan
later, we will eradiicate the coronavirus, This
would possibly be by using avaccine, which
will be by using a single-use

‘would be c

the 7.8

fen,as well as antibiotics, such incredibl inits fight for ffec- plastic yringe. each consisting of 0052
“Thus, in the short run, boycotts or bans i plasticwastei sof i If
Indianin-  year.The made carioncalls  billon people amund the world had to be

dustry, while also affecting access to much
needed medicines to India’s citizens and
beyond. In the long run, however, reducing
dependence on China would be strategi-
cally prudent,

The writer is senior lecturer, Global
Development Institute, University of
Manchester

forajan andolan (people’s movement) to
curbtheuseof SUPand toensure proper dis-
posal of all plastic waste. He led the way by
“plogging” — collecting plastic waste while

inoculated, this would amount to an addi-
tional plastic consumption of 400 tonnes.
Are we going to wait till the end of the pan-
demic toeffectively dispose of plastic waste,

jogging — on th beachin
Tamil Nadu. As recently as September-
October 2019, the entire country rallied to-
gether under the banner of the Swachhata
HiSevacampaign, and people fromall walks

or

‘The writer is secretary, Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation.
Views are personal

Crime and impunity

Police brutality against vulnerable demands a George Floyd moment in India

HUSAIN DALWAI AND SAMEENA DALWAT

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BE FIRM

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Stand up,
speakup(IE,July 3).Itstime for Indiato

hinese ag-

IDEAS
ONLINE

gression. Else, it

THE BRUTAL TORTURE and death of a fa-
ther and son in custody in Tamil Nadu
brings the issue of police impunity to the
fore once again. The deaths were not
caused by bullets, which might have been
less painful, but by organ damage that
shows how merciless the policemen were.
The victim:

the uproarin the US, followed by rallies in
London and Paris in support of Black Lives
Matter. This has been long overdue. The US
police reportedly shoot and kill around
1000 black people every year. Racial profil-
ing marks African-American youth as

“criminals” and fills American prisons with
them. Hi: some of America’s first

tion for a non-violent crime — a civil of—
fence of keeping the shop open longer than
allowed — very similar to the George Floyd
case in America. But where is India’s Floyd
‘moment?

Earlier this week, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment reinstated four policemen ac-
cused in the custodial death of Khwaja
Yunus in 2003. Yunus's mother has filed a
contemptof court petition since a suspen-
sion done by a court order cannot be legally
revoked by the government. Her son, an IT
engineer, was taken by the police and never
returned. She could not even see his dead
body.

The family went to the Bombay High
Court. A CID enquiry revealed that while
the police claimed that Yunus had ab-
sconded, he had died in police custody. He
was allegedly stripped and beaten on the
chestand abdomen withabeltinalockup.
Outof the 14indicted policemen, only four

police units were actual patrols to catch
runaway slaves. Later, police units partici-
pated in or abetted lynching and enforced
Jim Crow laws. Floyd was handcuffed and
‘pushed down on the road with the police-
‘man'’s foot on his neck. His last words were
“Ican’t breathe”.

Marathi journalist and writer Samar
Khadas wrote a story called Bakryachi Body
(The body of the goat) based on the Yunus
case. In the story, a Muslim youth is ar-
rested and tied to the chairin the police sta-
tion. They put a towel on his face and keep
throwing water on it. The man struggles,
keeps begging, then slowly his pleas and
voice become guttural. In the end, only si-
lence. All the while, the policemen are sit-
tingaround joking, eatingand watching TV,

Successive governments have failed to
charge policemen indicted by Srikrishna
Commission for their inaction or direct vi-
olencein the Bombay riots of 1992-93, for

were charged by the
ment. The case for murder, voluntarily
causing grievous hurt to extort confession,
fabricating evidence, and criminal conspir-
acy, s still pending.

We feel awed and overwhelmed seeing

govern-  shootin blank, for sending
families back to rioters.
Thiskind of; often gets

hand, to be egoistic, vengeful macho men,
and on the other hand, provides them with
arms, closed spaces and immunity from
consequences.

In India, the structures that enable po-
lice brutality date back to the British Raj,
when the colonial government used bul-
lets, torture and branding as criminals to
discipline the lowest strata of Indians, in-
cluding tribals, Dalits and Muslims. After
Independence, the police departments
continued to be brutal, prejudiced and
bereft of scientific policing techniques. A
survey by Common Cause, a non-govern-
mental organisation, and the Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies (CSDS) Delhi,
showed that 14 per cent of police person-
nel feel that Muslims are “very much” nat-
urally prone to committing crimes, while
36 per cent feel that Muslims are “some-
what” prone.

This bias comes handy when the cur-
rent right-wing political regime tries to
“teach alesson” to its political opponents,
From Kashmir to Northeast Delhi, from JNU
and Jamia to Aligarh Muslim University, we
have seen aggressive police actions against
protesters.

The Hindu-Muslim rift that started be-
fore Partition has been successfully fuelled
by the right-wing in the past three decades.
The “dangerous minority” discourse over-

iscri ionand

justified as “stress” or because “the police
are common people too”. This is a twisted
argument that allows the police on one

economic deprivation of Muslims has re-
sulted in Muslim OBCs (lower castes
amongst Muslims) sinking on social and

economic indicators — as revealed by the
Justice Sachar Committee report in 2006.
The propaganda that portrays Muslims as
villains creates impunity for the police.

India does not follow the “command re-
sponsibility” principle for police chiefs —
the commander of forces is not held guilty
for failing to curb illegal activities of those
in his charge.

Nor does the law permit common citi-
zens to sue a police officer - only the gov-
ernment has that discretion. Governments
and superior officers have been alleged to
shield the guilty, making the path to jus-
tice thorny for the survivors of police bru-
tality.

Black people in the US are now de-
manding the total dismantling of police de-
partments, not token reforms within exist-
ing structures. They have been marching
the streets chanting, “I can't breathe” in
memory of Floyd. I can’t breathe also
‘means, “with their foot on my neck, I can’t
be free”. I can’t move around, I can’t hold a
job, rent a place, pray, go to university. |
can'tbe a citizen.

Thousands of white people are on the
streets of Europe and the US, supporting
black people in their demands, saying, “No
Justice, No Peace”. Can we hope the Indian
‘majority classes and governments will fol-
low suit?

Husain Dalwaiis a former Rajya Sabha

MPand Sameena Dalwai s professor, Jindal
Global Law School

more such transgressions. It's time to
impose the costs of war on China and
also take the app ban to a trade ban
level. India must campaign for global
sanctions against China, which may
have the maximum effect. India must
solidify s borders with reinforcements.

Ashok Goswami, Mumbai

‘THISREFERSTO ‘California

ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

®WHY SOME STATUES CAN
BETOPPLED:
SATYAMVISWANATHAN

@ INDIAN DIASPORA AND
CoviD:

SANGAY KMISHRA

example (IE, July 3). India has taken
measures to reduce caste discrimina-
tion. Where urban areasface workplace
discriminationin the privatesector, ru-
ral areas have other problems. People
from the backward classes in villages
are still made tositon the floorin front
ofthe upper castes. They are fed in sep-
arate utensils. Making laws and ensur-
ing their implementation will help re-
duce the hegemony of upper castes.
AyushiSingh, Agra

JOBS NEEDED

THISREFERSTO the article, 'Asafety net,
post Covid' (IE, July 3). The drought of
jobs has lead to increased enrolmentin
MGNREGA. The government needs to
expand its scope, and include agricul-

ities inif is pertinent to

COVID-19 lockdown, MGNREGA em-
ployment in agriculture and horticul-
ture sectors must be provided to miti-
gate hardships of the returning workers.
Today, people need income security,
‘which will flow only through jobs.

Rajiv Jain, Zirakpur

PUBLIC JUSTICE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'In the sun,
andinthelight'(IE, July 3). Live stream-
ing court proceedings s the need of the
hour to instil public confidence in the
judiciary, especially when the pillars of
democracy face a huge trust deficit.
Virtual hearings can help optimise ar-
guments, thereby saving time and re-
ducing case pendency. Documenting
court can usher in an era

note that since non-farm income has
been affected due to the continued

of judicial transparency.
Anjali Bhavana, Thiruvananthapuram
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FT BIG READ. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Wirecard scandal is the latest to focus attention on the failure of company auditors. Often seen as the
poor relation of the accountancy profession, critics say it is time for the sector to be overhauled.
By Jonathan Ford and Tabby Kinder

t the end of 2003, the

A Italian dairy company

Parmalat descended into

fraud. Dubbed Europe’s Enron, it humil-
iated two large auditing firms,
Thornton, and ended up cost-
ingthe former $149min damages.
mklmdmmmmﬂylmph
letter on
whldilheludlmmﬂmn(hﬂd
been!
shades of s col-
lapse again last week when, two
decades later, another
company blew up in strik-
ingly similar
After years of public questions about
reliability of its accounts, primarily
from the Financial Times, the German
payments giant,
‘was forced to admit to a massive hole in
its|
Rattled by the failure of an Independ-
ent probe by KPMG to verify transac-
underpinning “the’ share” of
s reported profits
2016-18, and unable to publish its
results due to issues eventually raised
by its longstanding auditors EY, Wire-
‘card finally capitulated. ° ° °
Tt announced that €1.9bn 7
«cash balances at banks in the Philip-
pines probably did “not exist” and P4
parted company with its chief executive
Markus Braun. The evidence relied on
by EY hadbeen bogus.
1t remains unclear exactly how the
crucial slipped ‘Goback similar LCF. A
the Accordingto one EY partner: his «close reading of the notes in the last  because of accounting misstatementsat ~ ernance and financial analysis at the  fifths of the Big nxh,lndud
“The. view internallyisthatcon.  INtO history e dalhr e s Pensions & Investment Research Con-  Four's profits umnmph- review by
historic cash balances is audit- a.ndyouwill ‘mated fair value of its liabilities far  were not sanctioned by investors. Far  sultants, a shareholder advisory group, ~come from the Donald Brydon of its
ing 101, and [that] ordinary auditing @ 4 there mak-  fromit, non-audit purpose. This devoted many pages to
processes were followed, including Iunuankﬂlyh-ohmnmm over 75 per rather
third-party verification, in which case ~ Was never up election side - 7T meringe ‘ston and adding statements to include in
the fraud was sophisticated intsuseof 5 o0l den than £200m of savers'cash. Yet EY gave the summer of 2018, despite rumblings _This in turn can open the door to already company
false % 80 abuse. Scams often hinge on faith in Far from creating new many
Others, however, take aless charita-  42C [of Such cases have raised concerns  more than99 per cent. ‘some: business activity. Par- observers think that audit should recon-
‘ble view of such auditing]' about the lndepmdmdawm i 9bn cash pile, for instance, ‘nect with its original purpose. This is to
“The integrity of the cash account Prem Sikka, and their willingness to challenge the Y ‘assure investors that
[which records cash and should recon- 2 ‘wishes of client management, who are  important culture of challenge. There  milk powder to Cuba. But an analysis of 15 not being abused by over-optimistic
prolessor of d o pr famies to0. the chalad e ‘managers. “At their heart,
totally central to the whole system of self- the comp: ‘audits are about protecting capital, and
double-entry bookkeeping” says “Its soimportantifyou want tokeep tigation. Audit fees in Europe are far = ‘ensuring responsible steward-
Karthik! -of business with dits | capital,” says Natasha Landell-
and public policy at Oxford's Blavatnik the finance director,” says a financier the US cost th Mills, head of stewardship at the asset
sSchool of Government. “If there is no 'who once worked at a Big Four auditing mpauldmnwlymmwuu in his book Bean Counters: “It shouldn't ‘manager Sarasin & Partners.
integrity to the cash account, then the firm. “Itis basically sometimes easier to  average. Those in Europe average just have been difficult for a half-competent ‘Yet modern accounting has
‘whole system is just a joke.” P mdeudhm&n;lmpmwhﬁ
Sharcholder support the adoption of modern accounting ‘With fees low, n{duﬁumm are Nogoklen age ‘It'sso the judgment to ensure
wlmrd':cdhpehthlnminl standards. decades,  often thin, with only The academic Prem sikka rejects the vif ~numbers are “true and fair”. Despite
that has downhill Importan the endless. of numl
mpwﬂumnponuworld. traditional system of historical cost youwantto itisno easier to know if the capital is
Wuﬁgﬁmm ) sirpllabid ol the y il kcepl;hc rullyw:'ﬂlmdun‘:u)udfydn
Carillion: Dhabi-based hospital ifiability of evidence Junior partner accountancy  goldenage, . ). paymentofdividendsandbonuses.
group NMC Health, as well as alleged it with one based  firm, with around four-fifths of the Big He argues that most of the weak- i Michael 1zza, chief executive of the
frauds at -bond firm London ontheidea that the primary purposeof  Four’s profits coming from the non-  nessesare vintage,and 11 ave o Institute of
Capital & Finance (LCF) and the café are down toa lack of accountability. England and Wales says: “Auditors need
chain Patisserie Valerie. Is“useful to users™. ‘Take the last audit of BHS under the  the audit side, there is no transparency.  Fapport a renewed focus on internal
‘Many fear a further surge as the Cov- rship ip who sold the with the going concern and fraud. The vast
Id-19lockdown washes away those com- pull forward anticij profits and  failing UK retailer to a little known how much time the auditors spent on fallures are not the
with weakened balance sheets or Jlised Dominic Chappell, in the task and whether that was reasona-  finance faultof the auditor, but when audit qual-
‘business models in coming o today’s surpluses. Many company 2015, collapsed ;. o director. Itis  ityisa M.thpvbhn
have dogged many recent high-profile of the “right” accounting numbers. The PWC partner, Steve Denison,  Whilethere aresigns that the Uk reg-  CASIET TO ‘mental areas”
for In theory, Mhmm itisdownto  swallow “without clarity there is never going
to provide a check on the influence of  Ing the financial The t o be ‘accountabil Mr Bush
miummmkdnmw-p self: y number ‘with just one mmmmnmm\ what Yo says. “What we have isa recipe for weak
£1.5bn of goodwill on auditors and set the terms of engage-  year’s post- e doit, are told’ and ever more:
in:wnh-unmedmnb ment. p 5 d Former Parmalats. In the extreme it facilitates
d]unmm.::'ﬁ:mun = o e ol oo Iproyeenta: o mwkh:mnmw
4 Sy Big Four firm - e e
edifice caved in. So after UK telecoms group BT ly unstuck.”
Ob[—u r Carl Reiner ques- y A launched The comedy, or how difficult that roleis. Carl
1ruary thon of how to live a long life. He even had to make his timing my timing.”
B from 1961 to 1966. He made occasional ‘While much of his career was
A towering How to Live Forever (co-authored by with his success: his older appearancesin as behind the scenes, Reiner also made a
 Hoohaz —a favourite gag) con- Charlie, and Franklin D Roo-  the comedy boss Alan Brady, partly name for himself:
f tains a single repeated message: “Com-  sevelt. “My brother’s the one that inspired by Caesar. A roaring success, as Saul Bloom In the 2001 remake of
€Ol planlmqeu,m.mpm]m. decided that I was humorous,” he isstill considered one of the greatest TV andits
. after you 1In 2000, Reiner was awarded the
American improve the starta new p y thich ‘Mark Twain Prizefor American Humr.
pro]m spend time to llr:‘pmek luu::hwu-k.;:n.mm ‘home for his role as writer and pro- ond!ne::hkduﬂnmn::k.m
of just that line,” tionand 16-year- mmm ducer. utes were  come-
comedy - s il
his prolific Twitter page. ben York's dian Mel Brooks on The 2000 Year Old by him. “Carl was a giant,
e, mp.un ‘Man — an act that began when the two unmatched in his contributions to
Reiner, who has died aged 98, acted on muﬂcdlnls&s.mduaeﬁxthey friends performed it at parties. The entertainment . . . whether he wrote or
Carl Reiner that advice. The per r, writer and or was Just your best friend
Nelorsirkas and dhractor comedy legend’s colourful career director; Annie,awriter; and Lucas,an  Reiner playing the role of the deadpan ~ nobody could do it better,” Brooks
1922-2020 seven decades and he contin-  artist. Estelle died in 2008 and “since  interviewer, inviting Brooks to reflect tweeted. Dick Van Dyke called Reiner
ued writing during the she's left, on what he'd il his “idol”, .H!Nlﬂ!lrel'llnﬂll’
inhis9th year. icons,” Refner sald. ‘thinlad . . . wore san-
Bornin the Bronx, New York, toJew-  Reiner Army  dals”); (“He had
ish immigrant parents on March 20 Air Forces in 1942, and ). 1n 2017, Reiner featured M
muﬂmmwmh from Hawaii with his Brooks in an HBO documentary about
older brother Charlie in a household that Reiner 1f You're Not
wherecomedy wasovd.Fis mother, - discharged n 1946-The nex e, be outhis career, but as Caesar recalled In ‘He had a deeper n the Obit, Eat Breakfast. At one
Bessle, was from Romania and his q;pundhnm-dm his big. lhmhook. his talent was broader understanding of the posits: “Is laughter what's keep-
father, Irving, was a from Ingusalive?”
Austria. dhel-ﬂn\mmhhh'rvdduﬂl ‘Hewululmihhhﬂdl,uﬂhe 1t “While you're alive, you can laugh,’
“My parents loved comedy,” Reiner Show  truly human condition than Reiner h “When you're dead, the
recalled. “They y of Shows. comedy. laughteris sodifficult. So o
the movies every Sunday ... And to  varletyserfes. the importance of a straight man in eVenheWaSanOr Amy O'Brien
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Beymg S HOIIg KOIIg takeover is a masterclass in creatir g fecu
asit manlpllhw Beljing’s weather to  revealed, they had little choice butto  dent Xi Jinpi it trend. Independ-  also includes an end to poverty this year,
Isabel generate clear skies jorepi-  continue to praise the wisdom of the investinChin'sstockmarketsin2013. ent think-tanks in China that once China as technological superpower by
Hilton sodes of political theatre. Cash injec-  Chinese Communist party, or stay  They with such enthusi- reported on the economy have been 2025, Talwan “recovered” by 2049,
::“m h:l:b:n cannot erase the mvmu silent. For the party, either will do. :m ‘;::I:Ih:d Shanghai n‘ll_harka nul):: closed. lndepe'ndzm iournxll::kv say Wﬂlﬂtﬂ:wdﬂ;nﬂm mhapedld or
it Hong an in a year. The Peopl ‘writing about economics is as risky as in interest,
y writing about politics. In Bemn]! trade patterns reordered by the Belt and
durlymltznhmdnm 90 per cent of the seats in November's  would continue. When the bubble “hostile forces” have  Road
n Chinese official media, Hong tlnnndld.lnzso'l di ! burst, halted and  also been busy during the Hong Kong ~ How China can assume this role ina
Kong's new national security lawis  product was 18 per cent of a much  Association. Lawyers have come tothe  pumped in money. When that didn't  protests provoked by China'stightening ~ dollar-dominated global financial sys-
a huge success. The People’s Daily  smaller Today that T aip fra
published a graphic to illustrate ‘&Meml.hulﬂoug in 1999, in 2005, : Z = be open and
Beijing’s strategy: it showed three  Kong has ina “This Potemkin version sentenced tolife in prison. Itisunclear  courts is unclear. Its own internal
‘gears in which the largest, dnuhkdﬂnnlm,andnnmnmn lished a Hong Kong white paper, which 3 lied, but Beijing depend on
the law, drove two smaller gears, which ~ critical condult for investment flows ~ called for judges to be “patriotic”. This of autonomy chimes generally avoids red lines: uncertainty ﬂpummohmdaonylnn.ndﬂm
the economy. Critics on into China and tillions o dollars of ‘Tmp‘m;dmmnl::emx with China's vision ﬁ:m&ﬁm g i
none of the gears could turn. Butasa  combination of mainland access, an  inconsistent with the Law, the of the future tions will continue, butonly provensup-  reforms the Party does not want to
symbol of over  independent legal system and the free  mini-constitution in effect since the UK ‘make.
economics, the since-deleted graphic handed over in1997,and  work, the sion Beljing’s ﬁmndzlcﬂmes.bullncklhem
worked —maybe better thanintended.  of undermined “core pillars of the one  of “hostile foreign forces”. Censors f the fu vhich Shangh: that Hong
Hong stock market hasrisen  Last week, wasamasterclass  country, Including 3 For now,
through !he—:leek since the law was in creating fear. letw:‘: the law’s for Taiwan, m‘d‘udle Pearl River delta, mhamwwddulm;em
ay. in May and its enact- i to*ce depth analysis” or “spec- Greater Bay Area, proveits critics wrong — or
umdmmnmgunmmnm ment on June 30, pmmlnem mmg conduct rescarch, publish and access  ulate on or assess the direction of the becomes a high-tech economic driver. notwork, toenforce their silence.
after all, Sceptics, jthout fear. If that seems  market”. In Hong h can relocate
jing’s habit of using state funds to boost pnhn.dupluhmngmkhlwhnk irrelevant to Hong Kong’s financial ‘The writer is a London-based writer and
stock markets around key dates —much  contained. When the details were futu i Mr 20years  broadcaster

The US Supreme Court
chiefjustice’s recent votes
emphasise the judiciary’s
independence, writes
Kadhim Shubber

s the titular head of the
, Chief

issued a sharp rebuke to the US presi-
dent.

“We do not have Obama judges or
judges, Bush judges or Clinton

2003, has fired new shots in his long war
against perceptions that the Supreme
Court Is just another political s
riven with partisan divisions like the
restofl

Covid-19 scars may fade
faster than we think

Tim
Harford

I'he undercover
economist

y local
having reinvented itself
as a general produce
store, has been open

lockdown.

with 25,000 in France, nearly
50,000 In Italy and Spain, and more
than 65,000 in the UK. The US is cur-

The proprietor tells me something
* strange and new has started to happen.

as many dally new cases as Germany.
aps Germans feel safe because

they diligently shielded themselves

+ from human contact, have

finally re
emerged, bllnmu in the dzylluhL

this experience leave a lasting mark on

mdwmmm.m

Perhaps so. The economist Ulrike

skills for 15

i -uh,u.upumnhmmu

iies suggesting that our early economic

‘when we are young adults, we tend to
shy away from Investing,
Similarly, !hehihlhntnurdovhh

out into the road!", I saw one masked

gentleman scream as a perplexed

members is shaped by their personal

mamoolmlmmemmm ‘woman| in] A new working paper by Prof Mal
last three weeks, Roberts 1t's a reminder that there is more to  mendier and Leslie Sheng: suggests
mmmmwwm * this pandemic than what governments reshape ‘behaviour
tories on the hot button issues of abor- tell ustodo. Eachof ushasourownfeel-  long after they have passed. The after-
tion, immigration and gay and trans- ! effects are described as
gender a incli- have shaped the arc of the pandemic.  “experience-induced frugality” — that
nation on his part to try to keep the ‘They will also define the path of the s, people who've seen periods of high
Supreme being perceived as recovery.
overly political one way or the other,” Consider the impact of lockdowns. —_—
Michael nnell, a: Common sense suggests they have been We do learn from
professor and ex-judge who has been decisive in driving the disease into 4 x
friends with Mr Roberts since both mh‘mmmmu‘my bitter experience
oy ';:'!"“"'f“;m mw (mn‘ B i but also have a great
'h\nyknulhemn ‘ Person in the news | John Roberts ‘ belorelgal talent for forgetting
dllel)udmlwllyur;hu!dﬂlmm Aumn Goolsbee and Chad Syverson loyment save more and accum-
have recently made his mmwmueﬂmn{m in case. Such thrift

ﬂuemmvm mMmmmn
influence over

lt‘nl!tﬂngspoﬂonmnwho.ua
-old in 1968, wrote in

Born to a steel company executive

A conservative judge
who likes to surprise

tory measures from vol

ulate
could Iend to more investment, of

the US. l-‘urexlmph!. lllhmlhnpo.ed course, mun plper by

side of such borders, nﬂn.cemphm
data to track journeys to shops and
other businesses. They bl

m: They assert that the psychological
scarring Is destructive, since a vivid
of ‘scenarios

insight

father and homemaker mother, Mr effectively voluntary. investments. Why risk anything in a
Roberts grew up in Indiana wit large pro-
three. he was a mem- portion. “Total foot traffic fell by more 1 wonder. We do learn from bitter
‘ber of the choir and captain of the Amer- than 60 percentage points,” they write. , of course. But we alsohave a
ican football “Legal
‘While attending Harvard for college i bad ‘The pan-
ap thetime. Since  ture policy, in 2012, and = Asimilar but the
and spent the ‘Hehalwaylbecnrueﬂed.' says  his confirmation, the Supreme Court  voted last month to extend * parison of Denmark, which had a firm  pain will fade. After Hurricane Katrina,
early part of his career mixing law and unﬂ;nlnrmerkdﬂzlhdse h: against job to LGBT+ with Sweden, with itsnotori-  the US National Flood Insurance Pro-
politics. Ashe putitin2006,he  who has. ast, people and prevented Mr Trump from  ously light-touch approach. Aggregate  gram saw a spike in demand. Three
“kind of against worked mgﬂher for Ronald Reagan. elections, limiting the reach of laws for youngundoc- ing dropped 29 per cent In Den-  years on, demand for flood insurance
dhim  designed to combat racial discrimina-  umented immigrants. On Monday he - mark and 25 per cent in Sweden. That hadfallen backto pre-Katrinalevels.
lum clerklng for then- swpreme Just so he has a lot of friends,” he said. tion and freeingupstatestoput barriers  provided the deciding vote against a - means voluntary measures did much of My guess Is that clever statisticlans
Court justice he did After aiding George W Bush's legal  in front of would-be voters. Whenthe 1. - th —and,one  will be able to detect the psychological
mmmummmmm fight in the 2000 election recount con- similar to one that had been struck = hopes, b the pub decades
Republican administrations. George troversy, Mr Roberts was appointed first down hi di four years to come — but that, to a casual gaze, eve-
HW ‘He is not a secret liberal,  earlier. . Iwouldn't put too muchweightonthe  ryday life in 2022 will look a lot like it
court seat but lost the 1992 election  court in 2005. Described by s “He's not a secret liberal, nor hashe | precise numbers, but the basic message  did in 2018. Scars do not always heal,
before Mr thing of a golden boy, erudite nor has he gone gone remotely soft,” said Leah Litman, . is important. People didn't lock down  butthey fade.
While at the firm now known as  and decent, he and his wife, Jane — atop remotely soft. He at| y | y
Hogan Lovells, Mr Roberts established recruiter — their SN ST of Michigan Law School and former = to. Now the converse applies: just timharford@ft.com
1 aboyand is an institutionalist ‘Supreme Court clerk. Mr Roberts “isan
yer. “He was considered the best agirl. As Mr Roberts’ nomination was institutionalist in the sense that he cares
Supreme his genera- hisson, court he  about the f the court, and
tion,” says Neal Katyal, a former acting  Jack, caused a stir play act- Hehas Top reads at FT.com/opinion
solicitor general under Barack Obama ngaspumn repeatedly voted in favour of new  wholspolitical”.
‘now with the same firm. Andin2017, he As Mr Roberts put it in 2016, Wash-
Mr Roberts is a witty advocate who memmmhnumm uph:ldmmmp‘lbanonu:vdkn ington H » Trump,
keeps his cards close to his chest and his confirmation hearings with a very mndy uslim countries. cally reliable but “we don't work as |
how S S d . ! ‘populism,
he Is portrayed in the media”, writes  liberals to attack him. He was con- lmm!hek:wbihnhe He upheld the

Joan Biskupic, the veteran Supreme

firmed with yes votes from half of the




