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Barricading the village of a grieving family shows how insecure
the UP government is, and how compromised its police
HAT MAKES A powerful government so insecure that it must

build awall of policemen to barricade from public view —and
cutoffaccessto-—avillagenwhicha traumatised Dalitfamily

The gangrape

Hathras is part of a larger story. It's not just a woman
who was brutalised — spine of Indian state is broken

MENAKA GURUSWAMY

ON SEPTEMBER 14, 2020, a 19-year-old
Dalit woman goes to work in the fields,
close to her home,in the Hathras district of
western Uttar Pradesh. Let s call this young
woman — India. She lived with her family
across the street from their upper caste

brutalised by upper
caste men? That question is answered in the heavy-handed-

ness of the Uttar of Yogi itclumsily tries lobrush un-

Thakur in this bustling town,
thatis 200 kilometres from Delhi.

As Newslaundry reports, India’s mother
found herdaughtersbody nthe partorthe

d ineptitude. The crime in b

But it ied cremation by the pnhtem thedark, the de-
nial of the family’s rites, followed
ventanyone, ncuding Opposition eaders ofthe Congress and TMCfom reaching the

der countless carpets, i

it to per

topre-

by the Thakur
is quoted as saying, “My daughter was Iy—
ingnaked with her tongue protruding from
her mouth. Her eyes were bulging out and

youn,
the Yogi i il JP.
blance of civiity, uphold the law. Taking suo motu cognisance of incidents that have
“shocked our conscience”, and calling it a matter of “immense public importance and
public interest”,the Allahabad High Court has promised to look into allegations of “vio-
lation of the basic human and fundamental rights not only of the deceased victim but
also of her family members”.

It remains to be seen if the court's rightful outrage, and mounting public indignation,
are successful in making a dent in a wider culture of impunity that appears to be deepen-
ingin UP.The police’s rave mis stepsin Hathras have been precded by aseries ofwarn-

tacle that Ta
the court i

from her mouth, her neck
and there was blood near her eyes.1also no-
ticed bleeding from her vagina. I quickly
covered her with the pallu of my saree and
started screaming.”

The law is clear on how the state must
respond. At this point, a First Information
Report (FIR) must be immediately lodged,
andif the victim needs hospitalisation then
the requirements of a medico-legal case
such as this, the preservation of clothing,
the recording of injuries, can be done at the

under

Scction 164 of the Code of Criminal

Procedure, of the survivor in the presence
ofa

must be ensured by the po-

lice. It is expected that the police arrange
for the magistrate to be taken to the hospi-

ingsignals. The number Ti5atlastcount hospital. Astat
isnoactionagainstany p the extrajudicial killings. Ther

tion, in fact, i

Dubey case —featuring death the police evidently playeda

dubious role. Three police officials sand chargesheeted by the CBlin the Unnao rape case

0f2017; i it

breakit! i JP.Here, i i invit llegati

of conducting itself as an arm of the ruling party, not the state. And of standing with the
powerful and argeting the vulnerable who most need pmtecnon of the law — those who
belong toa lower caste or religion, ort political position.
The Hathras case is a test for the UP Police, and also for the Yogi Adityanath govern-
‘ment that it reports to. All of the government’s determined efforts to project and pro-
mote UP as a well governed state will amount to naught ifitis unable to send out a sim-
ling the law and bringing to book those
‘who think they can brutalise a woman and get away with it.

itis fully

LISTEN TO THE COURT

Labour reform must place concerns of labour at centre, more
soduring a period of acute distress

NTHE WEEKS after the imposition of the national lockdown, and in the midst
of the migrant labour crisis unfolding across the country, several state govern-
ments had issued notifications intending to provide industry with a plethora
of ind h labour laws. While the meas-
ures were ostensibly designed to reduce the compliance and regulatory bur-
den on firms during a period of acum financial stress, in most cases the relaxations pro-

tal. Finally, if the survivor of the rape should
pass away, then the body must be handed
overto her family, after post-mortem analy-
sis. Now let us examine what happened to
India and her family.

Post the assault, India was taken to the
Champa police station, and from there to
the hospital while her brother stayed back
to register an FIR. At the hospital, despite
the trauma on September 21 and 22, she
clearly named her upper caste neighbours
and their friends as her assaulters.
Eventually, belatedly — over two weeks af-
ter the assault — India was transferred to
Safdarjung Medical Hospital in Delhi, where
she died. A magistrate came to the hospital

On October 1, the Additional
Director General of Police,
Prashant Kumar, apparently
relying on the FSL, said that
India’s cause of death was
injury to the spinal cord, no
sperm was found and no
rape occurred. The officer
would do well to note
Section 166 A of the Penal
Code that makes it a
punishable offence for the
police not to register a rape.
That the body was cremated
in a hurry makes it easier for
him to spin this story.
Reports indicate that the
FSL samples were taken days
after the events, making it
impossible for bodily fluids
like sperm to be found.
However, the amendments
to our rape law mandate
that only penetration is
required to establish rape or
gang rape, and not presence
of sperm.

in Aligarh to record her statement but it is
unclear whether they preserved sufficient
evidence fora case such as this.

What followed subsequently, tells you
even more about the state of Uttar Pradesh
police and those they answer to; by chain of
direct command, tothe Home Minister of the
state — that portfoliois held by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. After her death in Delhi,
India’s body was whisked away,and despite
the fierce protests of her family, was cre-
mated around 2:30 am/3:00 am by the po-
lice. The journalist Tanushree Pandey in her
first-person account, captures the police

and death. Adecade ago, they had declared
that theright tolife and dignity includes the
right of adeceased to have her body treated
With respect, subject to her tradition, cul-
ture and religion practised. The next date of
hearing before the High Courtis October 12,
meaning that India’s family must withstand
the pressure being mounted on them to
change their story.

The historical reality of our country s
that events like the gangrape of India have
been routine. In pre-constitutional feudal
India, there was socially sanctioned control
of the upper aste o thelabour bodies

made(galiya huha butistimeto“move
", and famil

of lower castes, especially
Dallts Our Constitution, recognising the
systemic of lower caste per-

intheir home mfear while police proceeded
tocremate India. The police then tried to pre-
vent the press from taking any pictures or
recording the actions.

,on October 1, the Additional
Director Gel\elal of Police, Prashant Kumar,
apparently relying on the FSL, said that
India’s cause of death was injury to the

sons, mandated prohibition on caste and
sex based discrimination. It also made repa-
rations by providing for reservation in edu-
cational institutions, political constituen-
cies and public employment for members
of Scheduled Castes and Tribes.

But India’s case shows that no constitu-
tion has any meaning if those tasked with
enforcing it have aligned themselves to an

spinal cord. no sperm was found and no
rape occurred. The officer lito
note Section 166 A of the Penal Code that
makesita punishable offence for the police
not to register a rape.

‘That the body was cremated in a hurry
makes it easier for him to spin this story.

-based code of loyalty.
As Cynthia Stephen, a Dalit activist and
writer, asks, “Why on earth was her body
torn from the family and burnt in the dark
somewhere like it's a piece of trash? In
Bangalore our garbage trucks take the solid

ate that the FSL
taken days after the events, making it im-
possible for bodily fluids like sperm o be
found. However, the our

ity and incinerateitinan
openfield. Thisis something like that, nodig-
nity even in death.”

India'sviolationi

rape law mandate that only pene(mnon is
required to establish rape or gang rape, and
not presence of sperm. Further, the nature
of the injuries, repeated statements by
India, make the gang rape clear.

‘The Allahabad High Court, on October 1,
2020, shaken by the course of events, has
taken suo motu cognisance of the events —
in Re: Right to decent and dignified last
rites/cremation. The judges point to case
law that mandates that the right to dignity
and fair treatment is available to all in life

ofalargerstoryof
our country. Itis not just India’s spine that
was broken — itis the spine of the Indian
state and the police that s fractured. It not
just India that was brutalised, itis each and
everywomanwhoisraped and silenced that
screams outloudly. Inthedisregard of India’s
body even in death, it is our collective dig-
nity and decency that is erased forever.
Shame onall of us.

The writerisaSenior Advocateat the
Supreme Court of india
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A MOMENT OF SHAME

In Pakistan, protest over a rape turned into an anti-government movement

posedby orers of the basicformsof protectionaforded
tothem. Th tofc inis
with redressal mechanisms, at atime of greater KHALED AHMED

Vhilemost e ina
Court has stepped in. On Thursday.t quashed one such nofification by the Gujarat gov-
ermnment that “relaxations” the Factorie:
Act, 1948, callingit“anaffront to the workers' right tolife and right against forced labour”.
The notification, issued on April 17, by the Gujarat Labour and Employment

ANINDIAN I greatly admire, Kamla Bhasin,
whose indictment of the sick South Asian
manhood is on record, will be happy to
know that one of the two men who raped a
Lahore highway in the second

Department: undErSEEthn 5 of the Factories Act, inc
nineto 12,
tothe ordinary rate of wages,instead of what was mandated nder Secton 9. The no-

week of September has been apprehended.
As never before, women from across all so-
cial levels hit the streets and protested, ef-
fectively putting the government of Prime
Minister Imran Khan under challenge.
hey were protesting against

tification July 20. sought tojustify
thed COVID-19was a“public ,and thatithad caused
exigencies”. However, doing so, iod -

toplacing! the

shoulders of labout A the Court notedthe notifications,in denying humane working
diti i by la ' right to life
and right against forced labour”.

Both the controversial notifications in the states, and the pushing through of three
labour bills in Parliamentlast week, have raised an important concern. Ata time of acute
distress which has exposed the absence of even the most basic of social security nets,
andunderlined of publichealth care: withtheeconomy un-
likely to recover in the near term, its vital that the concerns of labour must be placed at
the front and centre of any reform that takes its name.

IPL’S FAIRY TALE

‘Doing a Tewatia’ sneaks into cricketing lingo — a reminder of
what makes the IPL so entertaining

AJASTHAN ROYAL ALL-ROUNDER Rahul Tewatia's heroics last Sunday
were the: dian Premier f.Anunknown
cricketer ofheistsinthe icof cir-
‘moment, i 3

ItwasIPL

the Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) of
Lahore, one Umar Sheikh, who had come
on TV reprimanding the wronged woman
for “coming out o late in the night”.

What happened was difficult to take.
The woman — probably in some kind of cri-
sis that no one has bothered to investigate
— had put her three children in a car and
tried to drive out of Lahore when she was
waylaid by rapists after her car ran out of
fuel. The first reaction came from CCPO
Sheikh, “victim-shaming” the woman. One
website, Naya Daur, reported: “The
Intelligence Bureau in an official report on
Umar Sheikh had described him as awom-
aniser who was financially and morally
corrupt.” The IB report further stated:
“Posted as District Police Officer Sargodha
(2006-2007) he remained involved in cor-
rupt practice:

Sheikh had insulted his boss, the
provincial Inspector General of Police,
Shoaib Dastgir, and was not punished, thus

From June 2013 to February
2015, 4,960 cases of rape
were registered in Pakistan,
with 6,632 arrests. How
many rapists were
punished? Only 219, and
that too with alot of
mitigation. Post the current
incident, Imran Khan has
come on TV to say that he
would like to have a law that
castrates the rapist; but the
women protesting on the
streets of Pakistan want him
to punish the police officer
who believes in the
indictment of the raped
woman ‘because she was
driving late at night’.

compelling the G toresign his post know-
ing that Sheikh was “specially chosen” by
PM Khan. When the women’s protest
across the country became too insistent,
Khan's ruling party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf, got split over the event and some
leaders denounced Sheikh and asked for
his removal “after apology”. Soon, the
protest proved too much even for the
misogynists of Pakistan. Sheikh was forced
toapologise. He did so, in a most insincere
manner, intensifying the women's protest
which was now not only anti-rape but also
anti-government.

Pakistan’s chief justice Gulzar Ahmed
denounced the rape and questioned Imran
Khan's appointment of a disreputable offi-
cer to the job of CCPO. The Lahore High
Court was even more outspoken about the
malpractice of appointing “trouble-shoot-
ing” officers with bad reputations.

At the popular level where Pakistani
clergy rules, people tend to equate rape
with sexual intercourse requiring four eye-
‘witnesses if you want to convict the rapist.
Araped woman can actually get into trou-
ble with the law if she reports the matter to
the police. In the present case, the woman
has reportedly refused to become a party
to the case for fear of being dishonoured in
the court of law. No wonder, Pakistan has
become a laughable hunting-ground for the
“empowered” Muslim male. In the first 60
days of 2020, as many as 73 incidents of

rape were reported in Lahore, including five
gang-rape cases — 10 cases of gang-rape
were registered in the whole of 2019.

In 2002, Mukhtaran Mai in Punjab was
called to a “council of elders” to apologise
toakangaroo court for her brother’s alleged
sexual assault of awoman from alandlord's
family. On the orders of the council, she was
dragged to a nearby hut where she was
gang-raped in retaliation by four men while
10 people watched. The case went up to the
Supreme Court but Mai was not given jus-
tice “because she was not a virgin”.

From June 2013 to February 2015,4,960
cases of rape were registered in Pakistan,
with 6,632 arrests. How many rapists were
punished? Only 219, and that too witha lot
of mitigation. Post the current incident,
Imran Khan has come on TV to say that he
would like to have a law that castrates the
rapist; but the women protesting on the
streets of Pakistan want him to punish the
police officer who believes in the indict-
ment of the raped woman “because she was
driving late at night”.

‘The Pakistani male, even when joining
the protest, doesn't really believe that rape
isendemicin Pakistan. Itis his inborn “faith™
that women are “inferior” from the day
Allah created Eve and then punished Adam
for Eve’s disobedience in Paradise.

Thewriter is consulting editor,
Newsweek Pakistan

In the space of eight deliveries and 15 minutes, Tewatia became a household name. For
thisone night alone, he will be remembered for a long time. ‘Doing a Tewatia has already
sneaked into the IPL lingo.

Only time will tell whether the talented all-rounder will be around for a long time or
fade away, but he is the latest example of the league's capacity to create fairytales. Only
IPL could offer such moments of instant and dizzying fame. For, by the time a cricketer
makes his international debut, there might already be a wealth of data and Youtube
footage. The audience, to an extent,is well nformed of its subject. Butess so or some-
body like Tewatia, whose ic cricket aren’t

‘The IPLis the universe where the rags-to-riches script becomes a reality. It's the rea-
son Kamran Khan, the slingy left-arm seamer of Rajasthan Royals, is remembered still.

itive cricket i rsinCape
Town, he held the IPL world in thrall. Or hard-hitting Kings XI Punjab batsman Paul
Valthaty, who raised a century in barely 50 balls and then vanished even quicker. Or
Manvinder Bisla, Knight Riders their maiden IPLsil-
verware in 2012. IPL has given cricketers the moment of fame that they might not have
otherwise got — it's the filminess of IPL that makes it most entertaining,
|
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BATTLE RAGES ON

to rescue Khorramshahr. Iranian President

IRAQI AND IRANIAN tr
Iucked in savage hand-to-hand mmbat for

Isochased

are to protest against the price rise, atrocities
on the weaker sections of society and the de-
teriorating it ionil

attackwas said to have heavily damageda $3
billion Persian Gulf petrochemical complex
under construction to the east. Iraq said its
shocktroops were battling shock troops of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guardsina freshassault
to capture Khorramshahr. “Savage battles are
raging from house to house, street to street to

Iragis out of the border city of Susangers
et themt e s e
Iraq border.

BOMBAY SATYAGRAHA
THESATYAGRAHA BY Maharashtra's opposi-
tion parties turned out to be a massive affair
with thousand of people defying the pro-
inBombay

JBK SPEAKER

AFTER UPROARIOUS SCENES lasting for two
hours, the Kashmir Legislative Assembly,
‘which met for its autumn session today, ad-
mitted a no-confidence motion against the
Speaker. Earlier, the House was adjourned
briefly to enable the Speaker to confer with

complete the the city,” the gov-
ernment-controlled Baghdad newspaper Al
Gomhoria said in a report broadcast by Iraq’s
state radio. Meanwhile, Iran claimed it

today the

theleaderof heikh Abdullah, and

two major actions threatened by the opposi-
tion parties, the other action being a

despatc fetattacks

October 15.Bothsteps

New Delhi

leaders of
When the House re-assembled. Sheikh
Abdullahsaid hehad asked the Speaker tore-
spectthewishesof the majority of the House.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mature democracies have stringent campaign funding laws aimed at ensuring

thatall funds spent by political parties
construed as buying overwhelmingini

are legal and within a limit that cannot be
fluence over the party.” DAWN

Towards greater precarity

Government’s response to migrants’ plight, economic crisis, has been to unilaterally bring changes in
labour laws. But industrial prosperity cannot be built on a race to the bottom for workers

RAVI SRIVASTAVA

ONLY WEEKS AGO, India, and the entire
world, witnessed the spectacle of the coun-
try’s employment precarity pour out on its
roads and highways — men, women and
children, in distress of having lost jobs, in-
come and shelter, with no recourse to social
security to protect them in those hard days.

‘The crisis of precarity, manifested in the
plightof the circular migrants, was not cre-
ated in a day. It grew over a period of time
as scarce jobs in industry and services in-
creasingly became jobs which did not offer
any employment security. Between 2004-
05and 2017-18, the share of salaried work-
ers outside agriculture without any written
contract increased from 60 per cent to 71
per cent. Even in private and public limited
companies, this share increased from 59 per
centto71 per cent. The government and the
public sector do not offer adifferent picture
with the share of such workers increasing
from 27 per cent to 45 per cent over the pe-
riod. We have estimated that the share of
the circular migrants in all the precarious
jobs outside of agriculture increased over
this period from 47 per cent to 57 per cent.
Many of the wage jobs in the organised sec-
tor came through contractors. In organised
manufacturing, the reported share of con-
tract labour increased from 13 per cent in
1995-06 to 36 per cent in 2017-18.

A policy balm to the exposed blisters of

tween the two Bills — one introduced in
Parliamentinthe 2019 version, and the other
introduced and approved by Parliament in
2020, Iefer tochanges that were either rec-

precarity was much needed. The response
came in the form the three revised labour
Code Bills — on Industrial Relations,
Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions,and Social Security —which were
introduced in Parliament in the Monsoon
Session, and approved without any discus-
sion or debate on September 23.

by the Standing
Committee nor discussed in tri-partite fo-
rums with workers and employers. I men-
tion a few important changes between the
2019 and the 2020 bills.

First, various government spokespersons
had rationalised fixed-term employment by
arguing that industries had resorted to the
[hlrd -party engagement of contract labour

labour along with the
Code on Wages approved earlier, touch the
lives of every Indian worker, except a tiny
stratum of ‘the public sector and manage-

BulthathasnotsmppedtheCodes!mmﬁ.u—
ther liberalising the provisions relating to
eemployment of contract labour and making

odification,
[he Codes have implemented radical
changesin the nearly century-old edifice of
labour laws in this country. Yet, unlike the
farm bills, they have not attracted much at-
tention of the stakeholders. If anything, this

eir
ments employing 50 or more workers, in-
stead of 20 or more, as was the case earlier.
Second, although nominal provisions,
‘with no teeth, have been mentioned for mi-
grant workers, the key provisions which

may be a telling c of the frag-
mented and insecure landscape of indus-
trial relations in the country.

‘There is much in these Codes that needs
to be discussed and debated. But the cen-
tral touchstone is how, coming after the mi-
grant crisis, and perhaps the greatest re-
cession ever, they have treated the question
of precarity.

We might recall that in 2018, the gov-
ernment amended the Standing Orders on
Employment Act and introduced the cate-
gory of “fixed term” worker. That category,
which creates a permanent cadre of tem-
porary workers, with no prospects of career
growth and job security, will, after codifi-
Cation, be the cornerstone of the emerging
employment structure.

‘The “fixed term” worker at least figured
in earlier drafts of the Codes, although con-
sistently opposed by the workers’ organisa-
tions. But more glaring are the changes be-

ofinter-state mi-
grant workers have been further diluted
and made applicable only to establish-
ments employing 10 or more such work-
ers, compared to five earlier.

Third, along with the provisions of re-
trenchment, the applicability of the
Standing Orders, which regulate the cate-
gorisation as well as the terms of employ-
ment of workers in establishments, has also
been raised from 100 to 300 workers.

Fourth, the threshold for factories has
now been doubled — from 10 to 20 workers
with power — thereby eliminating a large
number of important regulatory provisions
for the smaller factories.

Fifth, relevant governments have been
given much more leeway in exempting es-

ofa

CR Sasikumar
evenbe complaints based.

Clearly, the government's response to
the migrants’ plight, the current economic
crisis, and the opportunity presented by
the multiple restrictions imposed by the
pandemic has been to unilaterally bring
about significant changes, all pointing in
one direction — that of creating more, not

Tread

lightly

please

Broadcasting sector needs regulation to facilitate
orderly growth, not management of complex
relationships among market participants

UbpAay KUMAR VARMA

INJANUARY 2020, broadcasters approached
the Bombay High Court after the
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) notified an amended New
Regulatory Framework, which includes a
New Tariff Order (NTO) for the sector. The
broadcasters contended, inter alia, that be-

gic isbothdynamicand complicated. There
areover 900 channels, 1,600 DPOs, four DTH
operators, one HITS operatorand thousands
of last-mile cable operators representing a
large, extensive and intricate web.

‘The legal challenges to this NTO, as well
as previous challenges to regulations,
demonstrate that if the regulator chooses
to“manage” every aspect of the sector then
the consequences will be unpredictable
anddisruptive. The current state of the reg-
ulations, an attempt to “manage” it for the
public good, has left broadcasters unable
toincrease revenues from consumers, Tariff
caps have led to excessive dependence on
advertising revenue, which is already the
source of nearly 70 per cent of broadcaster
earnings. This has been institutionalised by
the NTO. Broadcasters have (herefore

cause of TRAT's presc icing

tarted c

rulesoutlinedintheNTO, theyare unableto
ean revenue from consumers and have to
rely on advertising revenue, affecting the
quality of the content they produce.

In'the next few weeks, the Courtis ex-
pected to deliver a judgment which will
hopefully put an end to this issue of chan-
nel pricing. However, this case s only one
of the many legal webs that tie up India’s
broadcasting sector. A case filed against
TRAI's duration of adverti

which, in turn, attract advertising revenues.
‘What has resulted is a race to the bottom
among channels because baserand cruder
content grabs more eyeballs, and thus
higher advertising revenue.

‘The latest NTO is well intentioned as it
seeks to place an “affordable” tariff regime.
However, the practical difficulties in its im-
plementation andadisregard for the crucial
interplays within the broadcasting ecosys-

P
is pending before the Delhi High Court
since March 2013, Between 2005 and 2019,
broadcasting-related casesin India’s higher
courts have tripled. According to the Koan
Advisory Group report, there were four
cases 15 years ago, now, there are 12.
Tellingly, almost 70 per cent of the 70 reg-
ulations issued by TRAI have been chal-
lenged before a judicial body.
Entertainment is not a public good.

tem ctive.
‘The question remains why TRAI is not
considering approaches apart from issuing
tariff orders, such as giving freedom to the
industry to price their channels as per mar-
ket forces. We need to remember that be-
tween 2004 and 2018 (when the new tariff
orderwas broughtintoeffect), there was no
evidence that consumers were exploitedas
far as pricing was concerned. India has al-
ways had oneof the cheapestchannl pric

lean water, pure air or

d intense

less, precarity in the workplace. The
Iso made legal i

tion a virtual impossibility, and the pres-
ence of unions — less than one in five em-
ployees are currently represented by
unions even in formal sector establish-
ments — less possible. One may add that
the Code on Social Security delivers the fi-
nal blow in the emerging

education. Therei: thestate
to regulate sectors dealing with public
goods. Butentertainment, such s the price
of a cinema ticket, a music performance or

in the sector explains this sta-
bility of channel pricing and these waters
needn't have been muddied by a tariff or-
der. Likewise, terms of agreement among
tothem

Whilereg-

The NTO cannot

ulating the price of news channels is per-

with no commitments given to the infor-
‘mal workforce.

(mostofthem are free anyway), prescribing

take into account all dimensions of these
complexinterconnections and commercial
deals between broadcasters and DPOs.

i i tatic

Thesec ppeal tomyopicin-

The crisis of precarity,
manifested in the plight of
the circular migrants, was
not created in a day. It grew
overa period of time as
scarce jobs in industry and
services increasingly became
jobs which did not offer any
employment security.
Between 2004-05 and 2017-
18, the share of salaried
workers outside agriculture
without any written contract
increased from 60 per cent to
71 per cent. Even in private
and public limited

whole range ofprov:sn)ns inthe Code.
Sixth, inspection provisions have been
diluted in all the Codes and will no longer

this share
increased from 59 per cent to
71 per cent.

terests
ity can be built on a race to the bottom for
‘workers. But as the National Commission for

ket pricingis so arbitrary and

and must respond to ever-changing objec-
tivesand compulsions. At thetum of the cen-

thebasicneed of information and entertain-

required. This resulted in fast expansion of

Enterprises i the Unorganised Sector  mentatareasonablecost TV channels and introduction of new plat-
(NCEUS) has cogently argued, and the - isnottheefficacyof ~ formslike DT Digitisationi
rent crisis shows, TRAlor sector like

inequality and to conditions which make
sustainable growth impossile, and eco-

expected role of a regulator in a sector as
complexand dynamicas broadcasting, The

never before. Tl\ente(hl\oloybecame king
and the supply of entertainment and news

creates ector in India, in terms of its  was abundant. This abundancy no longer is

fonand sucure,scomplexby - asurprise.athe s the o, Therforea

in workers' capacities and work not y ion. The its  seri i just"regula-
invested in a company’s future — leading to tion’” to facil this sec-

low productivity and lackof competivencss.
The NCEUS, therefore,

extent, symblonc There are four ways to
viewa TV — Cable, DTH,

changes which balanced employers'inter-
ests with workers' security and rights. It is
this thinking that has led somewhat more

HITSand IPTV. There are atleast three major
actors in the supply chain — content cre-
ators, broadcasters and distribution-plat-

tor,not “management”of complex relation-
ships among market participants in the
sector. Without this any proposed remedy
will be worse than the malady.

DPOs), The writer is former secretary, Ministry of
m India and the world over, to mveslmg in erators. The iip among the i d.
I ‘m future of worl revers- i ether strate- Ministry of MSME
ing the tide of precarity.

Thewriter s former member of the
National Commission for Enterprises in the
Unorganised Sector

Summer of 2020

Labour, farm Bills signal the end of inspector raj, freedom for farmers

AKHILESH MISHRA

“IF ONE WERE to vi ctivity in
terms of factors of production — land, labour,
capital and enterprise — it can be said that

ifoneeventhoughtofbecominganentrepre-
neur. Different inspectors and departments

d these laws and the tyranny of

alsohelped

Buthisis the “summer of 2020" and the
times are changing, Reform nerds may look
backatthis period as“the bestdaysof my life".

then he s free to take it else the security of
MSPanyhow exists. Thestifling nature of the
Essential Commodities Actand the APMC Act

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GANDHII'S MESSAGE

THISREFERSTO thearticle, In themirror
of Hathras'(IE, October 02). It s apt to
quoteMahatmaGandhion hisbirthday:
“Indiawill be free whenthe women feel
safetowalkin thestreets of Indiaatmid-
night."Increasing wormen harassmentis
agrave concern forIndia.Inthis digitised
era, even a small shameful act of inhu-
man behaviour towards a woman can
catch the attention of millions.
Disrespect towomennotonly tamished
theimage of India globally butalso puts
aquestion mark on the country's srand

Contractfarmingis

asasociety that

i o, i ‘nspec The bilateral banking netting law has been  now nationally enabled, allowing private in- Pradeep KumarRay, o
taskofreformsisreally intheland and labour Jouu\eys ﬁom taking full light while many ~ passedand i vestment tocomein,
" These wordsofwisdom, inan ndian ital themar-  nology, modern equipment, better seeds ~
(july 2,2016), h Th Commpanicon tof201 pe-  ket.Ca i ill now MIRROR IMAGE
advice as they were an anguished appeal to culiarlaw which soon pa y p T T tofor-
understand that * re broadly about iinthe basket of ‘must reform”.  protecti ularbanks The  to national and international markets. The eign hand (IE, October 2). When the

leaving resource allocation and production
isi thankn

The Billhad many perverse provisions, one

all ministers and bureaucrats.” Thatis why,
what has been achieved during the just con-

of whichwas toc
normal civil infractions of routine nature.
The Bill completely paralysedrsk-taking

cludedsspec Parliamentis notjust
‘momentous but in many ways historic.
‘Thendian farmer, even seven decades af-

and quickdec e pri-
vate wealth creators.
There were a large number of organisa-

ter ctly

butwere

/ay that the colonial

n
p ide the ambit of RBI regula-

o
perverse sections of the Companies Act 2013
have been done away with and the fear of
criminal prosecution that hungoverevery cor-
porate decision is now history.

‘The web of 44 central labour laws has
beendismantled. The Parliamenthas now put
inplace four labour codes thataremuch sim-
pler — the Code on Wages, the Industrial
Relanons Code, the Social Security Cude and

of producing cheap food grain while living at
subsistence levels. There was no freedom to
choose the point of sale for his produce, he
could not decide the price of his productand
had nosay inselectingthe buyer. At theother
end of the chain, the end consumer was
equally short-changed with frequent cycles
of persistent high inflation. The only benefi-
ciaries of this perverse system were middle-
‘menwho thrived under political protection.
In the labour market, there were 44 dif-
ferent labourlaws with more than 1200 sec-

a
tion. y
but had no standard governance norms or
binding regulations to protect customer in-
terest. The politicians who controlled these

rking
Cundmons Code. On the one hand, they uni-
versalise minimum and timely payment of
‘wages amonga host of other labour-friendly

ingany reforms n these sectors.

the other, they enable ease
of doing business by bringing in a regime of
istration, one-li 3

ol
gematonal o had apecularpracticeof
i ! cul ceof

Indian farm sector will now finally begin to

seethe benefits of economies of scale.
Inamater of just a few weeks, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has achieved what

at-

Congress was in power, the BJP leader-
ship lambasted it for policies thatare of
the same natureasitis now followingin
office. No wonder that it has now no

PRAHLAD SINGH PATEL

@ GANDHI, THE
COSMOPOLITAN:
CHANDRACHUR SINGH

WWW. nexpress.com

the country, raises serious questions. No
one has raised any concern over it, and
thevideosofthe Opposition demanding
adivision vote have been ignored the
same way the video footage of political
leaderswaswhile giving the final verdict
ofBabat b

temptinover25 years formultiple reasons —
from lack to conviction to fear of political

its
political bete noire, the Congress, by di-
lutinglaws and provisions protecting the

blowback. Whatis isall

these reforms have been pushed in whatare
still the early months of a second five-year
term for Prime Minister Modi. This gives am-
pletimetouse the well-established execution
skills and ensure that by 2024, the fruits of
these reforms reach the last mile. While the

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

LISTEN TO OPPOSITION
THIS REFERS TO

Daksh Solanki, via email

STATE'S FEAR
‘This refers to the article, ‘In the mirror of

Hathras' (IE, October 2). The haste that
the repressive state machinery showed

the house, (IE, October 2).A majonty of

inc itfears
such “threat-abled bodies", the ones

reforms, the “summer of 2020 itely

inspector raj” i finally over.
is 1947 mo-

nemng A5 per estimates, this locked any-

ment in the true sense. He can now sell his

Rs70,000 cmre

hewants,

able forlendmgwconsumelsand 'would have

e wants and at whatever price he can com-
mand. Ifhe gets a higher price in the market,

tho finally kng
whatitis tolive and breathe free.

Thewriteris CEO,
Bluekraft Digital Foundation and
carlier director ) MyGov

cover
ment has been practising in the
Parliament over the past few weeks. How
the anti-farmer bills were passed ina

far than what the state could imagine.
‘When it comes to caste atrocities or
crimes against women, public memory
isshort.

Mumbai

New Delhi
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6 EDITORIAL P
Flagging cess non-transfer, its economic impact

The C&AGS observations in its financial audit report relate to the denial of States’ share in the divisible taxes pool

asking States % borrow. of the Government of India. The  pite e adverse commenss of e

. . a1y Hinancr Commoadons, the L
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Inclias pandlemikc recovery must be greened
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calling for

There is s
There

pets st a decade ago in Akchi, Jagom, 10 be achieved by
2000, have spectacularly (ailed. Evidence & presented
by the Latest UN Global Bodiversity Outiook 5 report:
none of the 20 tarpees has boen Kally met, Mamy coun-
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Himalayan chinks

The bottomline of the entire charade in eastern Ladakh is that China apparently is very
well aware of the contested regions, perhaps also that it is laying a siege on territories
claimed by India as its own but is plainly intolerant or disdainful of Indian sensibilities.
Through the Nehru years, China got used to the policy mode of appeasement as opposed
to strategic confrontation. But effective conflict management sometimes requires force

The Statesman

Incorporating and directly descended
from THE FRIEND OF INDIA - Founded 1818

Judicial Underreach

hree and a half decades ago Chief Justice of

India YV Chandrachud foresaw a greater

threat to the independence of the judiciary
from within than without. On Thursday a Bench of
the Supreme Court headed by Justice L Nageswara
Rao dismissed a plea by six retired bureaucrats
seeking the appointment of an independent inquiry
commission under the Commission of Inquiry Act,
1952, into the Union government’s alleged “gross
mismanagement” of the Covid-19 pandemic in In-
dia. Credibility in the functioning of the justice de-
livery system and reasonable satisfaction of the af-
fected parties are relevant considerations to ensure
public confidence in the impartiality of the judi-
ciary. Of late, the Supreme Court has increasingly
come under public gaze for not living up to its role
as guardian of our constitutional rights. In the ins-
tant case the petitioners ~ KP Fabian, MG Devasa-
hayam, Meena Gupta, Somasundar Burra, Amit
Bhaduri and Madhu Bhaduri ~ had filed their peti-
tion due to anxiety and concern over the respon-
dent’s mismanagement of the pandemic and the
deleterious impact it had on the fundamental rights
of citizens. Dismissing their petition, Justice Nages-
wara Rao noted that the situation had not been
anticipated six months earlier and that “latitude
had to be given to the government” for the lack of
preparedness. Appearing for the petitioners, advo-
cate Prashant Bhushan argued that the respondent
had failed to consult the National Task Force ap-
pointed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 18
March comprising experts in the fields of epidemi-
ology and public health prior to imposition of
nationwide lockdown and its subsequent exten-
sions. The respondent ignored the advice of these
experts and went ahead with the lockdown “that
has spawned a humanitarian and economic crisis
of Biblical proportions while failing to contain the
spread of Covid-19.” The importance of the inquiry
resided in the fact that the respondent had stalled

in lieu of compromise

Vol. CXXXXXI 234

A MEMBER
OF THE

ZINN

ASIAN VOICES
Firm first steps

Ihree years after the Supreme
Courtissued an order to the gov-
ernment to regulate the sale and

distribution of acid, the country finally

has new laws to that effect. But the
needs to do more to end

or millennia, the Himala-
yas have not only been
our protector but also a
region touched by three of
the major linguistic, racial, and
cultural dividing lines of Asia. The
valleys of this great muunmin

for a little under five centuries
until the Qing rulers usurped this
region into the Chinese empire.
‘What all these facts try to allude
are the overlapping factors that
combine nations and defy boun-
daries. In time of peace, such cul-
tural and resour-

range have been i
people speaking Indo-Aryan and
Tibeto-Burman languages, by
of Caucasian racial

an inquiry by (he Parli y Public A
Ci to the ic. The
petitioners” plea stated that the inquiry was essen-
tial as multiple lapses had taken place such as the
failure to undertake timely and effective measures
for containing the transmission and spread of the
disease within India despite being notified by WHO
in January and failure to adhere to statutory obliga-
tions under the Disaster Management Act, 2005,
including drawing up a National Plan under Section
11 or issuing guidelines for providing minimum
standards of relief to vulnerable sections of society
under Section 12. Despite advisory and warning
issued by the Home Ministry and experts, a gather-
ing of 100,000 people was organised in Ahmedabad
on 24 February 24. There had been a steep decline
in the GDP as well as loss OfJObS dunng the course
of the lockds k at four
hours’ notice had a devastalmg lmpact on jobs, live-
lihood and the overall economy. The commission of
inquiry to be headed by a retired judge of the Sup-
reme Court along with experts in the fields of epi-
demiology, medical science, public health and
social sciences sought by the petitioners would
have identified lapses as well as provided valuable
lessons for dealing with future pandemics of this
nature. The Supreme Court in its wisdom rejected
the plea.

Virus irony

he irony of President Donald Trump and his
wife Melania testing positive for coronavirus
will not be lost on those who have watched
aghast as the occupant of the world’s most powerful
office has played ducks and drakes with a health
crisis over the past eight months. Mr and Mrs
Trump will quarantine themselves according to an
announcement by the White House, which says
they were tested after a close aide, Hope Hicks, was
found to be infected. But there is another strand to
this irony. The President’s illness comes in the wake
of a study by Cornell University that described him
as the biggest spreader of misinformation on the
disease. After evaluating 38 million articles in Eng-
lish-language, traditional media between January
and May, the Cornell Alliance for Science concluded
“that the president of the United States was likely
the largest driver of the Covid-19 misinformation
‘infodemic’” The study, which covered news reports
from the United States, Britain, India, Ireland, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and other nations, showed that
over half a million articles reproduced or amplified
misinformation about the epidemic. Topics includ-
ed various conspiracy theories, suggestions that the
virus was a bioweapon unleashed by China, that it
was caused by 5G networks and that it was linked to
billionaire Bill Gates. But miracle cures were the
most common topic, featuring in nearly 300,000
articles; surveyors found that comments by Presi-
dent Trump caused the sharpest spikes in such fake
reports. His comment on the use of disinfectants in-
side the body caused one spike, while his endorse-
ment of hydroxychloroquine caused another. A co-
author of the survey noted: “One of the more inter-
esting aspects of the data collection process was
discovering the staggering amount of misinforma-
tion coverage directly linked to the public com-
ments of a small number of individuals.” Ms Hicks
tested positive after travelling with Mr Trump to
Cleveland for the first of his debates with Democ-
ratic contender Joe Biden and then to Minnesota
for a campaign rally. While contact tracing has been
completed to ascertain who else she may have
infected, it will doubtless prove a daunting task as
far as Mr Trump is concerned not the least because
he has been less than cautious in public, often seen
without a mask. The second debate is scheduled
for 15 October in Miami, but it is uncertain if the
President will be out of quarantine by then. What is
certain though that is that his affliction will sharpen
criticism of his administration’s response to the
virus and put further strain on his re-election bid.

epaper . thestatesman.com

features meeting and coalescing
with Mongoloid ethnic groups,
not to speak of Hinduism and
Buddhism coexisting and inter-
acting in overlapping spheres. Of
the vast ‘Himalaya Sphere’ ~ that
broadly extends northwards to
swathes of China, southwards to
Myanmar, Bangladesh, and India,
and westwards to Afghanistan
and a part of the region histori-
cally known as ‘Asia Minor'~ the
‘western part said to have birthed
the ‘quintessential’ Indian civili-
sation is matched by its eastern
part, that is known to embody
‘quintessential’ Chinese civilisa-
tion. It is a pity that the two Asian
giants that share a long history of
intellectual, cultural, and reli-
gious exchanges dating back two,
thousand years are now bitter
rivals contesting over barren ter-
ritories.

Ladakh, circumscribed by
Tibet in the east, Kashmir and
Baltistan in the west, Xinjiang in
the north, and Lahoul, Spiti,
Kulu, Bushahr and Chamba in
the south, was an independent
kingdom for many centuries until
it was invaded by the Dogras in
the 19th century. When the Dog-
ras wrested Kashmir, the Mahara-
ja of Jammu and Kashmir took
Ladakh and neighbouring Baltis-
tan under his wing. Following the
Indo-Pakistan war of 1947, the
Baltistan region fell on the Pakis-
tan side of the ceasefire line, and
the rest of Ladakh became part
of the Indian state of Jammu and
Kashmir. A little further away, the
north-western frontier of China,
otherwise known as Xinjiang, has
been important from the geostra-
tegic point of view besides being
a region in which four civilisa-
tions ~ the Han Chinese, Tibetan,
Mongolian, and Islamic ~ have
met since the sixteenth century
though Xinjiang's Chinese asso-
ciation dates back to more than
2,000 years. The range has stayed
impaired or under control of
majestic China discontinuously

TS, LETTERS TO THE EDI

ces can be an asset. But when
contesting nations live side by
side, strategic imperatives get the
better of abstract commonalities.

Now that the situation in
LAC is simmering
for months on end,
itis clear that India
paid little attention
to safeguarding the
territory of the tra-
ns-Himalayan fron-
tier possibly becau-
se it trained its en-
tire focus on the va-
lley of Kashmir.
Since a sizeable

provides an essential link with
Pakistan and opens the Indian
Ocean region to China. And Aksai
Chin has opened the gates of
Central Asia, Pakistan and Afgha-
nistan to China and vitally con:
nected Tibet with Xinjiang. Aksai
Chin not only provides China
with a link between Gilgit-Baltis-
tan (formerly known as the Nor-
thern Areas) and Tibet through
the Shylock valley, but also routes
of entry into Ladakh. Thus, In-
dia’s biggest failure
and strategic threat
has been the occu-
pation of Gilgit-
Baltistan by Pak-
istan and Aksai
Chin by China. And
Pakistan's exploita-
tion of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan to threaten
the Zojila Pass and
the national high-

portion of Ladakh PRASENJIT way between Srina-
territory (Baltistan, CHOWDHURY gar and Leh is well
Raskam,  Aksai s documented par-
Chin) had been un- e o ot ticularly since the

der the occupation
of Pakistan and
China since 1947,
the strategic retrospection on the
subject is that had India taken
proper measures after indepen-
dence to safeguard the Gilgit and
Aksai Chin regions, Pakistan and
China could not have occupied
them and the Chinese could not
have built the Tibet-Xinjiang link
road across Aksai Chin, a region
the strategic importance of which
was tamely ignored by both the
civil and military authorities of
India. Historically, we had been
diffident in pressing our border
claims strongly with China rely-
ing, instead, on the exchange of
the 1899 note between the British
government and China. If India
had noted how right from 1860
the British had started taking
greater interest in the Ladakh
region because of threat of intru-
sions across the northern fron-
tiers over the Karakoram range,
we would have taken steps to
secure the area against both Pak-
istan and China. The British nur-
sed concerns that Tibet might be
occupied by China, as it was Bri-
tish India’s boundary policy to
create a buffer state with natural
boundaries between Tibet and
British India.

For China, this Karakoram
Highway is of vital importance. It

politics, development and
clituralissues

Kargil war in 1999
when this area was
used as a route for
infiltration into Ladakh and
Kargil. Pakistan, meanwhile, is
mulling an upgrade of Gilgit-

~ some of which are ongoing —
with a host of other nations
including the US is already
beginning to be counter-produc-
tive. The Sino-Soviet border
clashes in 1969 inspired Mao’s
strategic decision to break the
deadlock in China’s relationship
with the United States. These
policies resulted in the signing of
the historic Shanghai Commu-
niqué in 1972 and the normalisa-
tion of Sino-US relations seven
years later. Japan and South
Korea have had large-scale wars
with China in the past, while
India, Vietnam, and Russia have
had serious border clashes with
China. Some such as the Philip-
pines, Vietnam have contested
Beijing’s territorial claims in the
South China Sea, while a few oth-
ers, such as Myanmar, Thailand,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Indonesia, at one time or another
have had to fend off communist
insurgencies backed by Beijing.
Now China is encircled by a com-
monalty of ill-will that might well
bandwagon against it.

The bottomline of the entire
charade in eastern Ladakh is that
China apparently is very well
aware of the contested regions,
perhaps also that it is laying a

Baltistan to a full-fledged pro-
vince.

Nehru seriously miscalculat-
ed. In his eagerness to play for
India a global role in a new post-
colonial world with China by his
side, he compromised India’s
national and security impera-
tives. The Chinese incursion was
in the words of B N Mullik, ‘a
betrayal of trust’ (“My Years with
Nehru: The Chinese Betrayal”,
1971) that showed how trust
between nation states should
never be one-sided, but recipro-
cal, or else love becomes unre-
quited. It is ironical that the
emergence of renewed attention
on reviving the natural security
qualities of India’s Himalayan
frontier, since the post-1757 peri-
od, happened more out of the
imperative to protect British
colonial dominance within the
Indian subcontinent than to
accomplish the security of the
citizens of colonial India. Both
personal ambition and colonial
goal put a gloss on the security
priorities of the Indian state.

China’s hostile stance to
India and its history of hostilities

editor@thestatesman.com

siege on claimed by
India as its own but is plainly
intolerant or disdainful of Indian
sensibilities. It is bent on show-
ing force and wants India to blink
first. The Chinese disavowal of
the McMahon Line and claims on
large sections of Indian territory
in Ladakh as well as Arunachal
Pradesh festering since the early
1950s have been allowed to
metastatise for far too long.
Through the Nehru years, China
got used to the policy mode of
appeasement as opposed to
strategic confrontation. But as
our subsequent brush with China
has amply proved over the years,
effective conflict management
sometimes requires force in lieu
of compromise.

The unilateral Indian deci-
sion to garrison the Siachen
region in the late 1980s and the
use of air and ground forces dur-
ing the Kargil incursion in 1999
are two cases in point. It is time
we revived the natural security
qualities of India’s Himalayan
frontier armed with a combina-
tion of circumspect militarism
and unblinking diplomacy.

acid attacks in the country.

On Monday, President Bidya Devi
Bhandari authenticated three ordi-
nances ~ Acid and Other Fatal Chemi-
cals (Regulation) Ordinance 2020,
Ordinance to Revise some provisions
in Criminal Codes and Criminal Pro-
cedure, and Nepal Police and Provin-
cial Police (Operation, Coordination
and Supervision) Act.

These are huge strides in deter-
ring acid attacks as the new laws regu-
lating the sale of acid and other fatal
chemicals require sellers to maintain a
database of buyers, including a copy
of their identity documents, and stop
the sale of acid in recycled bottles.

It would be wise of the govern-
ment to take one more step and ban
the sale of acid in the retail market
altogether as research has shown that
strict regulations on acid purchases
have a positive correlation with fewer
acid attacks. Acid should no longer be
available over the counter.

The new revisions in the Criminal
Code have also increased the penalty
for acid attacks, but they will do little
to deter such attacks if the government
fails to deploy a mechanism to strictly
monitor its implementation.

Additionally, these provisions
need a careful review as acid attack
survivors live in fear of future attacks
once the perpetrators are released.

Acid attack is a horrendous crime
that devastates the lives of survivors.
The physical and psychological trau-
ma of acid attack lasts for a lifetime.
Medical treatment is also expensive
and involves tedious surgeries and fol-
low-ups.

Besides, survivors also need prop-
er counselling to overcome their trau-

ma. The state, as a guardian, must
ensure that the survivors have free and
full medical support, either in govern-
ment or private hospitals.

After all their horrific experiences,
the survivors who are seriously
maimed or disabled should not be
struggling to receive medical atten-
tion.

This is not something the govern-
ment can shy away from, and authori-
ties should immediately work out a
compensation scheme for acid attack
survivors, together with a useful reha-
bilitation programme, and provide
them with employment support.

In the past few years, Nepal has
witnessed an increase in the number of
acid attacks, and a majority of the vic-
tims are women.

Activists who work to rehabilitate
acid attack survivors say most of these
attacks are over domestic disputes and
rejected relationship proposals and sex-
ual advances; and that a majority of
such crimes are committed by men.
Acid attack is, thus, a complex problem
and symptom of a much larger gender
problem in our society. Just introduc-
ing harsh laws to prevent these crimes is
not a solution, and will not prevent
future attacks.

We need to raise grassroots-level
awareness of acid violence and the
acute gender inequality that plagues
our society. The government must
engage with the communities at the
local level and develop targeted policies
and advocacy strategies to lead a social
change.

According to the 2019 Human
Development Report, Nepal ranks 115th
out of 162 countries with a Gender
Inequality Index value of 0.476, This is
an enormous gap to fill when it comes
to levelling the playing field for women.

Need certainty of pumshment

SIR, This refers to the editor-
ial “UP shamed” (1 October).
Despite the laws having
been rewritten after the hor-
rific Nirbhaya rape case, no-
thing seems to have chan-
ged when it comes to pro-
tecting women, especially
low-caste women, from the
hideously beastly rapists.
The medieval barbarity with
which the Hathras rape was
committed betrays the
deep-seated malady of soci-
ety, driven by patriarchal
prejudices against women.
But what should be a social
issue is turning out to be
high-voltage politicking, The
issue needs to be addressed
beyond the blitzkrieg of pol-
iticking to ensure that hen-
ceforth no underprivileged,
vulnerable woman becomes
the victim of man’s lust.
Urbanization and social
mobility have not affected

-
the cloistered psyche of
male-dominated society
since 1995 when a judge o

served on Bhanwari Devi’
accusation that ‘an upper
caste man could not have
defiled himself by raping a
lower caste woman'’. Even
the rank and file of the judi-
ciary and police administra-
tions are not free from preju-
dices against women. They
submit to the caprices of up-
per caste men. The police
which had acted with great
alacrity to capture a gangster
suddenly developed cold

feet when it came to appre-
hending rapists from the
upper caste. The UP admin-
istration’s act of condoning
aseries of horrific rapes ac-
Toss the state is not just ‘tacit
acceptance of the worst), as
you have observed, but kow-
towing to the dictates of the
influential. Unless basic pol-
icing is changed, unless the
male perception towards
women is changed, the fate
of underprivileged, vulnera-
ble women would be as hor-
rific as in death. They suffer
the same fate of generation-

al deprivation and persecu-
tion, both in life and death.
It’s not the severity of the
punishment, with the cho-
rus getting louder to hang
the rapists, but the certainty
of the punishment which
could be a deterrent.
Yours, etc., Sudipta Ghosh,
Jangipur, 1 October.

REGULATE TOTOS

SIR, Coronavirus has severe-
ly affected the country and
our state of West Bengal.
State government s serious-
ly thinking about the safety
and security of citizens. It
has been observed that in
the towns of West Bengal,
vehicles known as Totos and
motor vans run recklessly
without registration. They
operate from dawn to dusk
without paying any tax or re-
gistration charges to the go-
vernment. They disobey tra-
fiic rules and operators often
misbehave with passengers.
Complaints cannot be lodg-

QUESTIONABLE

SIR, Miss Mamata Banerjees decision to give one time
financial assistance of Rs 50,000 each to 36,000 puja com-
mittees will cost the state exchequer Rs 180 crore, and its
purpose is questionable. At a time when the state is hit by
the twin disasters of Amphan and the corona pandemic,
many Amphan-affected families are still without shelters
and go to bed under the sky. Migrant workers are retreat-
ing from the state finding no job or scope of earnings
here, and school children are leaving schools to join the
child labour force to assist helfless parents. The colossal
expenditure from tax payers' money should be viewed in
this perspective. Question has already arisen whether
such financial patronage by the state government to a
religious festivity is advisable in a secular country. The
‘move may brighten Miss Banerjees poll prospects in 2021
but definitely at the cost of development.

Yours, efc., Dilip Kumar Sengupta, Kolkata, 1 October.

ed because they cannot be
identified.

The movement and safety
protocols of these vehicles
should immediately be
streamlined to ensure se-
curity of the citizens. The go-
vernment should bring the-

se vehicles under the pur-
view of the Motor Vehicles
Act. Not only will be they be
regulated, this effort may co-
ntribute revenue to the State
government.
Yours, etc., Krishna Ray,
Chinsurah, 1 October.
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{ OUR TAKE }

For Dalits,
critical juncture

Hathras will shape Dalit discourse. Whether
it affects their political choices is to be seen

he Hathras episode has the potential to

deeply impact Dalit politics. This is reflected

not just in what appears to be a spontaneous

upsurge against the Uttar Pradesh
government for its handling of the case by
Opposition parties, Dalit formations and civil society
groups. Itis also reflected in the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)’s efforts to send the right signals, albeit
belatedly, by promising action and intensifying its
outreach among Dalit communities. No political
party in India which has expansive electoral
ambitions can be seen as anti-Dalit and the recent
moves to either allay the apprehensions of the
community (in the case of the BJP) or get them to
agitate (in the case of the Opposition) are intended to
win over their support.

Dalit politics in India has always had multiple
strands. There is the more militant tradition which
sees caste conflict as a fundamental reality of society
— and seeks to overthrow the upper-caste order,
including through violence. This strand, never very
strong, has got even weaker in recent decades. The
second is represented by the more mainstream Dalit
political party formations — which includes
Mayawati's Bahujan Samaj Party in UP or Ram Vilas
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party, among others. The
third is the strand represented by mainstream
political formations such as the Congress or regional
parties which have enjoyed Dalit support. The BJP is
the most prominent recent example of this strand,
where a significant number of Dalit sub-castes has
veered towards the party in recent years.

‘While it is too early to come to any conclusions,
Hathras is becoming a key symbol of the atrocities
against Dalits. In terms of discourse, it has the
potential to evoke the same emotional sentiment as
Rohith Vemula’s suicide or the Una flogging. This
should worry the BJP. But it is not yet clear whether
this sharpening of the discourse will have electoral
implications. Hathras, for instance, is a reserved
parliamentary constituency which has voted for the
BJP in all but one election since 1991 (a regional party
won in 2009). In a reserved constituency, of course,
the electoral power of non-Dalit groups is crucial.
But the point is that there isn’t always a neat link
between the discourse on Dalit issues and the voting
patterns of Dalit communities, which are to do with
a complex set of local, regional and national factors.
How Hathras will change the discourse and
political choices will be a key factor in the
future of Dalit politics.

{ FAULT-LINE }

{ THIRD EYE }
Barkha Dutt

Hathras:

Making

amockery of the
idea of justice

The institutional response to
sexual violence is critical. On
this, the UP police have covered
themselves in shame. At every
turn, they robbed the family of
its agency to make key decisions

y here s so much noise over the hor-
ror of what has happened in Hath-

ras, Uttar Pradesh (UP), that it is

difficult to believe that a week ago,

the family of the 19-year-old Dalit

ctim was running from town to

town, hospital to hospital, police station to
police station, ignored, overlooked, forgotten.

Ifirst met her family when they arrived in
Delhi to seek medical help at Safdarjung hos-
pital. Her father and brother were hapless and
broken. “Take me home,” the woman had said
to her brother Sandeep, younger by just a year.
Those were her last words. By the morning,
she was dead.

Sandeep, employed at a pathology labora-
tory and thus, a frontline worker in these coro-
navirus pandemic times, said many things to
me, some from rage, some from sorrow. But
what really stays with me is his response to my
question on how they coped over the last fort-
night. "My sister was raped on September 14,”
he said softly, “butit's only after her death that
anyone has bothered to give us attention, Till
now, for politicians and for the media, we
were invisible.”

The Hathras rape —and despite the sudden
counter-claim by the UP police, I will call it
exactly that because it was in the dying testi-
mony of the victim — has represented the fail-
ure of every institution in India. Whether itis
the police, the bureaucracy, the politicians —
we have all failed.

As T spoke to Sandeep, there was a sudden

swarm of politicians eager to get onto the
camera, jostling for their five minutes of fame.
These were the same people who had not
bothered to give this family — the father is a
daily wager and the mother works at home —
an iota of their attention all these days.

From being on the margins of public atten-

tion, Hathras is now in danger of being
reduced to a noisy, unfeeling spectacle.

The egregious behaviour of the UP police
has been the most brazen. The undercover
cremation of this young woman, forcibly exe-
cuted by the police by keeping her parents out,
was just the first illustration of callous unpro-
fessionalism. Lawyers and senior Indian
Police Service (IPS) officers say that for a sen-
for police officer to give a statement that “no
rape took place” and make a forensics report
public goes against all tenets of a rape investi-
gation.

For a moment, think of this young woman
strapped to a hospital bed, strangled with her
own dupatta, her limbs paralysed, her tongue
cut, fighting valiantly to live. The gang rape
charge was her testimony in her dying hours.
She named the four men who she said did this
to her. Her brother told me they found her
Iying “in a pool of blood with no clothes on”.

Ifindeed, there are gaps, a complete investi-
gation, done quietly and with dignity, could
‘have established that. Now, it will be very diffi-
cult for anyone to believe anything the state

TO THOSE WHO THINK
SEXUAL VIOLENCE ISNOT
COMPOUNDED BY CLASS AND
CASTE, HERE IS A FACT; 10
DALIT WOMEN ARE RAPED
EVERY DAY, MAKING UP 11%
OF THE REPORTED CASES

round on

i from makingatrip to

is just wrong, It's for »not the

police, to turn the Gandhis away, should it so wish Pl

police says about this case.

Meanwhile, rape has become the predicta-
ble political pawn.

In the competitive finger-pointing between
states, no one actually cares even a tiny bit
about women, about Dalits or, indeed, about
justice. The government’s own data points

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) statis-
tics released just a few days ago tell us that 87
rapes are reported every day in India and that
crimes against women are up by 7.3%.
Remember, this is only counting the women
who actually decide to speak out. For anyone
who thinks that sexual violence is not com-
pounded by class and caste, here is a fact; 10
Dalit women are raped every day, making up
11% of the reported cases.

UP tops the list of crimes against women
and the girl child. Rajasthan tops the list of
states with the most number of rapes; 18% of
all rape cases in UP are that of Dalit women,
compared to 9% in Rajasthan. A third of all
rapes of Dalit women have been reported from
Rajasthan and UP. So, everyone should spare

us the political slugfest because itis just a con-
venient and noisy excuse to not do anything to
make India safer for women.

The institutional response to sexual vio-
lence is critical. On this score, the UP police
has covered itself in shame. At every turn, they
have robbed the family of its agency to make
key decisions.

Tam not a big fan of politicians turning
tragedy into opportunity, but I believe that
which politician a victim’s family wants to
meetis entirely their decision. Blocking Oppo-
siton paliiians sch s Rahul and Piyania

making a trip to Hathras and
shoving them around on the expressway is
just wrong. It for the family, not the police, to
turn the Gandhis away, should it so wish.

So far, we are making a mockery of the idea
of justice. Soon, this headline will fade and we
will all move on. Till the next horror strikes
us. And it will.

Barkha Dutt is an award-winning
journalist and author
The views expressed are personal

The internal drivers of
China’s Ladakh offensive

commander-level talks and two minis-

terial meetings between the defence
and foreign ministers of the two countries.
This amounts to India living with the Chinese
encroachments since May. That there was no
reference to reverting to the status quo ante in
the joint statement after the foreign ministers
met in Moscow suits China well.

China’s military obduracy in the Himalayas
reflects its assertion as an emerging Asian
hegemon and expansionist power. Many of its
neighbours have experienced the effects of
this. However, the Ladakh situation is not just
about China asserting its dominance.

in region has a strong strategic
value for China. In the late 1950s, when it first
transgressed into Aksai Chin, the then Chinese
premier, Zhou Enlai made a proposal to accept
India’s hold over Arunachal Pradesh (then
called North East Frontier Agency) in return
for Chinese control over Aksai Chin. This
region of Ladakh was critical to China to
shield its turbulent periphery of Tibet and Xin-
jiang.
China also, subsequently, deepened its links
with Pakistan, which handed over parts of
Indian territory under its occupation to China.
This partnership has only grown, with Beijing
now having invested billions of dollars to con-
solidate its strategic outreach. China's offi-

he India-China standoff in Ladakh per-
I sists even after multiple rounds of

cially blessed often highlight

Shinzo Abe, may also like to steer clear of the
deepening US-China rivalry.
‘This may soun t the moment,

repressive moves in Xinjiang.
The massive military movements and
Chinese forces in Ladakh and

but geopolitics often s radically. China’s
success with the US and Japan will be bad
news for India. An internationally-embold-
ened China could be far more aggressive
towards India. In China’s perception, India is
asserting itself against Chinese moves in the

the significance of Aksai Chin, and the central-
ity of Pakistan in the region.

It was in this backdrop that India’s stated
intent to recapture Aksai Chin rattled the Chi-
nese. Union home minister Amit Shah's state-
ment in Parliament, in September 2019, after
changing the status of Ladakh and Jammu and
Kashmir to Union Territories, may be
recalled: “Kashmir is an integral part
of India. When I talk about Jammu
and Kashmir, Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir and Aksai Chin are included
in it..We will give our lives for this
region”. China strongly questioned
this statement and has refused to
endorse the new status of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The fate of mutually-agreed non-
escalation between India and China will
depend on the Chinese side. China will try to
sustain the standoff by all means possible.
Diplomatically, Beijing is keenly awaiting the
outcome of the United States (US) presidential
elections and hopes that a Joe Biden victory
will open a window of opportunity to soften
US hostility.

China is also preparing to further pacify the
Japanese approach towards it under Prime
Minister (PM) Yoshihide Suga. Japan has
heavy economic stakes in keeping the peace
with China and Suga, unlike his predecessor

A

A.\J}
SD Muni

because it is backed by the US
and its allies. India has to carefully monitor
and adequately respond to such develop-
ments. PM Narendra Modi's conversation with
PM Suga, in this context, is a welcome initia-
tive.

The theories that the Ladakh moves are pri-
marily led by the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA), which is not comfortable with
President Xi Jinping and the Chinese
political establishment, are untena-
ble. Xi is the chief of China’s military
command and the massive move-
ment of troops in Ladakh by PLA
could not have taken place without
his endorsement. Xi, at the Seventh
Central Symposium on Tibet (August
18-29), also made a strong policy
move on Tibet, asking for developing
a “new socialist Tibet”, where its Buddhism
must conform to the “Chinese context”. This,
in Xi's approach, would be done by taking the
Tibetans away from the Dalai Lama, changing
their Lamaistic religious and social practices,
and integrating them closely and ethnically
with mainstream China.

‘This approach aims to control Tibet i three
principal ways. One, to cut off its external link-
ages and deflect international pressure on
Tibet; two, change its demographic composi-
tion, and; three, institutionalise mass surveil-
lance. This will be on the lines of similar

{ ANOTHER DAY }
Namita Bhandare

Being a Dalit woman
in modern India

district Patna, Bihar. As the fight

showed no sign of flagging, the
elders of one of the boys, dominant caste as
it turned out, decided to get involved. The
Dalit boy, after all, had to be shown his
place.

The men from the dominant caste
caught hold of the Dalit boy’s mother. They
stripped her and paraded her through the
village. The woman's mother and daughter

wo nine-year-olds were fighting
I over something inconsequential in

tried to intervene and were thrashed.
Finally, the village sarpanch stepped in
and a bystander offered the woman a
shawl. An FIR was filed, but the accused
got bail

‘This story was narrated by the woman's
husband at  conference organised in New
Delhi by the All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar
Manch a few years ago.

But the reality of living as a Dalit woman
in India hasn't changed. Tucked inside the
newspapers —if at all — it filters through

stories of everyday, routine indignities.
Somewhere a sarpanch is denied a chair
on the podium during a Republic Day func-
tion. A bride’s palanquin takes the lon

route home so as to not pollute the roads
that dominant castes tread on. Shopkeep-
ers fling purchases made by Dalit custom-
ers. Temples and common water sources
are barred. Just another day in the life of a

alit.

The outrage over Hathras is justified
and necessary. But there is nothing new
about the systemic oppression of Dalit
women aided by State-backed institutions:
The police who won't file FIRs, lawye s
who urge rape survivors

locked an upper caste family inside their
ome and denied them access to their
daughter’s cremation?

Caste is modern India’s dirtiest little
secret, It has a grip so insidious that par-
ents will kill their own daughters for fall-
ing in love with men from the “wrong”
caste; a grip so normalised that in 2014,
India’s biggest caste survey found one in
four Indians freely admitted to practising
some form of untouchability.

Of all the ghastly visuals that emerged
from Hathras, the one that broke my heart
is the one where the sister-in-law of the
19-year-old Dalitirl is running behind the
district fficial white car as he

legal system that exhausts the patience of
the most stoic victim, and a media that
finds no merit in these stories.

To say, “don’t make this about caste” is
ignorance and privilege. Of course, it is
about caste. Of course, there is a power
dynamic. Would there have been mere out-
rage and not a raging lynch mob if four
Dalit men had attacked a Thakur woman
in a similar fashion? Would the police have

leaves the village in a plume of dust.

An Indian citizen, guaranteed equality
by the Constitution, is chasing India’s new
rulers like a supplicant in a feudal autoc-
racy, begging for the most basic human
right — dignity in death. Or at least an
answer. Of course, the car does not stop.

Namita Bhandare writes on gender
The views expressed are personal

{ EDITOR’S PICK }

the projection of a so-called Indian military
threat will help in this repression. The stand-
offis thus in China’s internal political interests
of stability in Tibet. One wonders if China is
doing this out of enhanced confidence that it
can control Tibet or a lurking sense of vulner-
ability in the context of a post-Dalai Lama
Tibet.
Xi is also using the Ladakh standoff in his
internal political campaign of silencing critics
are cautioning him against hostility
towards India and other neighbours, while the
principal challenge is to confront the US. The
official media has also projected the Ladakh
conflict as an answer to India for the so-called
setback in Doklam. It has been woven into
China’s resurgent territorial nationalism. The
local media plays up the idea that India is too
weak to stand against China’s might. There
does not appear to be any easy way out of this
Chinese domestic political dimension of the
Ladakh stand-off. There is a reactive internal
political dimension to the military situation in
India as well. Tt is seen as a defence for the
changed status of Jammu and Kashmir and is
also linked to India’s resurgent nationalism,
where any plea for moderation on the border
with China will come in for criticism.
ne wonders if the internal political dimen-
sions can be decoupled from the Ladakh
standoff through a summit meeting between
Modi and Xi. Or, will there be hostilities in the
Himalayas again?

SD Muni s professor emeritus, JNU, member, Exec-
utive Council, IDSA and former ambassador and
special envoy, Government of India

‘The views expressed are personal
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context and helps understand recent news vents

CHINA'S RISE FROM AN INDIAN PERSPECTIVE

The India-China stalemate at the Line of Actual Control
in eastern Ladakh persists. Multiple rounds of diplomatic
and military talks have not resulted in a breakthrough.

This week, we recommend Ananth Krishnan's India’s
China Challenge: A Journey through China’s Rise and
What It Means for India. Krishnan, an excellent journalist
with The Hindu, spent close to a decade in China, getting
covering not just diplomacy but Chinese
intellectual and political life, businesses, and social
trends. While there have been many western accounts of
the rise of China, it is rare to have a view of China from a
Kknowledgeable Indian perspective. Knshnan fills that gap

Book: India’s
China Challenge:

citizens, and drivers of change.

Chinain India.

tive book, it will be a key addition to the literature on

AlJourney
of the buok is that while dealing with lhe India-China through China’s
question, it delves into China itself — and introduces
readers to characters, both powerful figures and ordinary

Means for India
Name: Ananth
Krishnan

Year: 2020

timely and authorita-
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Take An E-break

Given that most of us live, eat and

sleep with our phones within arm’s
distance, how much of actual lfe are

we missing due to being

wnconsciously distracted by the mere

presence of the device, even when we

are ot looking at ir? And looking at

it, of course, actually interacting with
it, is cven worse. ...

— Sadhvi Bhagavati Saraswati
+

“The best six doctors anyivhere
And no one can deny it

Are sunshine, water, rest, and air

ercise and diet.

These six will gladly you attend
If only you are willing
Your mind they'll ease
Your will they il mend

And charge you not a shilling

— Nursery rhyme
P

W listen too much to the telephone
and we listen too little to nature. The
wind is one of my sounds....

As a matter of fact, one of the
greatest sounds of them all is utter,
complete silence,

— André Kostelanetz
.

The only social networking I did this
weckend was with my family. 1
actually let the battery on my laptop

ompletely die.
— Betsy C Garmon

1f you read a lot of books, you're
considered well-read. But if you
watch a lot of TV, you're ot
considered well-viewed.
— Lily Tomlin

=5

SOUL SOUP
Domino Effect

This is the story of a kind act which
had a domino effect, going from
patient to dentist 1

sureper
(anitor). I gave quote cards to

patients waiting their turn in the
dentist office witing area. When T

dled int to see the dentist, I

Social Distance” sign on the dentist’s

~

table along with some quote cards.
He checked my teeth and said: “Let
broken loose tecth fall doun, nothing
can be done about it. " He refused fo

take a fee from me. I put a little
extra on his table. He was giving me
more change back, while cutting
down his fees. I politely refised to
take it and requested that he give it
10 some needy people. Immediately
he gave much more than my change
to the lady who was sweeping the
office floor. I was satisfied that
1 paid the fee and a little extra as
an act of kindness. He got
satisfaction by charging a lesser fee
and paying forward the rest. T am
grateful 1o the dent
— Rajni, kindspring org

THIS WEEK

October 2-9: Sukkot
October 5: Vibhuvana
Sankashtahara Chaturthi,
World Teachers’ Day,
World Habitat Day
October 7: Rohini Vrat
October 9: Adhika Kalashtami
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an a song be personified?

fit can be, then Raghupa-
i Raghav Raja Ram brings
M K Gandhi to mind.
Perhaps this one song
contains the germ that
describes Gandhi as a phenomenon and
brings to the fore his dream of building
India as a welfare state, likening it to the
mythical Rama Rajya. The summation of
Gandhi as an apostle of peace, tolerance,
simplicity and oneness perhaps had its basis
in the Ramdiuns that would mesmerise him
as a child and sow the seeds of transcenden-
rning that could only be satisfied by
divine intervention.

The soul stirring Ramdinns paved the
way for his interest in psalm singing as a
young lad in South Africa. He discovered
the same spirit of surrender to the divine in
Christian congregational singing, and may
be this strengthened his conviction in the
equality that he professed and practised
throughout his life, Historian Lakshmi Sub-
ramanian, who has researched Gandhi’s
connect with music, prefers to call Gandhi’s
style of nation building, a ‘sonic national-
ism’, in her book, Singing Gandhi’s Indi

You cannot be aVaishnav by just verbal-
ly propagating the Vishnu cult, you need to
serve humanity, identify with its pain and
alleviate suffering if you have to be a recep-
tacle of the divine. This summation of
Vaishnava Janato. . soul stirred him, paving
the way to dream of a casteless India at a

time when it was
thought to be next to
impossible. ‘Untouchability is a crime
against man and God’ was a landmark coin-
age that was born out of this conviction, as
was the term ‘Harijan’, whom he embraced
with the same love that he had for the di-
vine he venerated.

After returning to India from South Af-
rica, Gandhi was drawn to the genre of
bhajans that was popularised by V D
Paluskar at that time and to the bhajans of
Meera Bai. The rhetoric of total surrender
in these devotional songs inspired his ver-
sion of spirituality, where realisation
stemmed from the fact that you are less than
a speck in this universe of time and space, a
part of the divine whole, waiting to be unit-
ed with the Creator.

It is this yearning that made Gandhi
journey through life preaching and practis-
ing a novel political experiment in ahimsa
and satyagraha, that the world witnessed in
awe and disbelief. The frail figure clad just
in a dhoti that was more a loincloth, bal-
ancing himself on a lathi, fearlessly walked
the length and breadth of the country with
a rare conviction to inspire everyone to
follow him to win freedom. This picture of
unity, courage and strength drew from the
depths of his inner spiritual sanctuary that
made the British go weak in their knees.

Jodi Tor Daak Shunc Keu Na Ase Tobe
Ekla Cholo Re...."If no one answers your
call, walk alone on your path of conviction,

Gandhiji’s ears, was
also the core of his
spirituality, writes
JHIMLI MUKHERJEE PANDEY  ha

OGETTY MACES.

e

the Tagore song would ring in his
ears all the time. he is known to
told followers at the Sabar-
mati Ashram
From one ashram to another,
from Tagore’s Visva Bharati to
Gandhi's Sabarmati, the two phi-
losophers permeated each
other’s thoughts, one with
music, and the other with ac-

that music.

Music was entrenched in the
daily routine of Sabarmati Ash-
ram and Gandhi would en-

courage ashramites to sing

bhajans before starting the

day — devotional music
drawn from different prov-
inces were sung. Narayan Rao Khare, a dis-
ciple of Paluskar, who was close to Gandhi,
became the chief musician at Sabarmati.

Gandhi drew inspiration from devo-
tional songs and believed that congrega-
tional singing of these would help instil
discipline and help build appreciation for
regional diversity. Naturally, spiritual evolve-
ment would follow.

He introduced devotional music in
Congress meetings gradually, and strongly
believed that the lyrics and tunes would
combine to uplift politicians so that differ-
ences are buried and minds are opened to
muanifest the greater good of humanity.

In the years leading to India’s Partition,
and then during the riots of 1947-48,
dhi is known to have immersed himself in
music, desperately seeking solace and guid-
e during the darkest days of the country.
re of the all-round criticism and
tried to hide his pain and helplessness in the
strains of devotional music. Bhajans soon
became a part of all his prayer meetings. He
is known to have requested M S Subbu-
lakshmi to send him recordings for such
meetings.

Gandhi searched for truth all his life and
in this quest, he was often lonely, as lonely
as the lathi-wielding, half-naked figure that
immediately comes to mind as soon as his
name is called out. Was music a personifica-
tion of that truth? @

tions to match the philosophy of

Sleep Like Vishnu

YOG GURU SURAKSHIT GOSWAMI

flying on a bed all the time is con-
sidered being lazy, then is Bhagvan
Vishnu — who is often depicted
relaxing on his Seshnag shyayya,
bed — full of laziness and lethargy? If
lying down is indicative of tamo guna,
then Vishnu must always be under its
influence. But it doesn't work like that.

SriVishnu's iconography is symbol-
ic of the fact that the body may be in any position, but when
we are firmly ensconced in Atman, then gunas of prakriti
cannot affect us. This state is known as Gunatita. Prakriti
ensures the presence of three gunas: sat, raj and tama in us.
All three are responsible for separate functions in the body
and make us work accordingly.

When sat guna is in ascendance, then we are able to
concentrate better during dhyana, offer prayers, do sew and
<atsang and feel the peace within. Increase in mjo guna leads
to action and a flurry of activity. Rajo guna is all about
movement and pace. Tamo guna leads to letharg
and drowsiness. We fall adeep because nature makes it pos-
sible for us through tamo guna. Ifa person is rooted in body
consciousness alone, then these three gunas take over body
and mind functions and manipulate us. But, one who is an
jnani, realised being, is unaffected by the gunas. Such a
person is able to rise above gunas and starts managing them
in the way he wants them to work. At night, when the
Self-realised person goes to deep, he is not affected by the
tamo guna; he is ready to go into samadhi.

We can begin by practising yoga nidra before we go to
deep. When you go to sleep while experiencing your at-
masvanupa, that's not sleeping; it's going into the state of
samadhi. That is why it is said that the yogi never sleeps;
while sleeping, a true yogi is actually in samadhi. m

veryday we see our different reactions to things
E.vm\md us. If we see something we like, we
want it immediately; or see something we don't
like, we reject it. We are sure of what we want to do.
But the cultivation of good qualities, prayer and the
rest, even though we know and say that it is good and
necessary, we don't give it the same importance. We
must, therefore, change our mental make up and our
values or we will never progress but remain slaves to
our little selves. m
— Swami Gnanananda Sarasvathi,
Vishnu Mohan Foundation

atma

DEEPAK M RANADE Writes on neuroplasticity and the Third Eye, and
wonders if we can transcend the biomechanic syntax

Rewiring Neural Networks

e has a very short fuse!
“That person is too
casual in his attitude”
“She has a jovial dis-
position. These are characteristics
by which we tend to categorise
people. These are typical, predicta-
ble behavioural patterns.
Behaviour can be broken down
into stereotypes. Such behaviours
follow a specific ‘fixed action’ pat-
tern. They are entirely stimulus
based, and are executed in a robot-
ic, mechanical manner, An example
is the egg-rolling behaviour ob-
served in some birds. When the
bird spots an egg-like object in the
vicinity of its nest, the bird begins
to roll it towards the nest. Even
when the egg is removed, the bird
will continue to behave the same
way until it reaches the nest, with-
out seeming to ‘realise’ that the egg
is no longer there. It’s programmed,
embedded software that ensures a
definite behavioural response o a
particular stimulus. Is our response
and behaviour a biomechanic

Typical unique behavioural
pattern is the substrate of person-
ality. Personality is 4 characteristic
way of thinking, feeling, and be-
having. Personality includes moods,
atitudes, and opinions and is most
clearly expressed in interactions
with people and situations. It in-
cludes behavioural characteristics,
both inherent and ac-
quired, that distinguish
one person fom another.

Can we change these
patterns of behaviour or
are we helplessly trapped

comp ary, unfolding
at the subconscious level?

Are we controlled by unique
neural templates that mediate

unigue responses? Are we slaves of

a programme? Do our responses
necessarily get defined and limited
by genetically embedded sofiware?
This instinctive response cripples
the intellect and makes the subject
surrender to a prefixed, predeter-
mined pattern of behaviour.

ma | ma- \( ‘
trix? Can we break these  ~
pateerns of predicability & 5
and press the reset button?
Can this hard disk be reformatted
and is it possible to rewrite the
Read Only Memory (ROM)?
The human brain is certainly
evolved to rise above the biome-
chanic syntax and protocol. It is
blessed and fortified with a phe-
nomenon called neuroplasticity.

Neuroplasticity is the alteration
and modification of neural path-
ways, networks and synapses. This
enables the brain to effect synaptic
pruning that deletes the neural
connections no longer useful, and
strengthens the necessary ones. It's
a rewiring of the neuronal circuits.
Perhaps it involves establishing
connection with a seat of higher
intelligence. Transcending the net-
work-mediated biomechanic re-
sponses would involye reprogram-
ming the perception of the observ-
A paradigm shift in the response
effected by a fundamental shift in
perception. Instinct is overridde
by a dispassionate, conscious delib-
eration. This transcendence is re-
ferred to as opening of the Third
e in oriental mysticism.

The third eye, also known as
> the inner eye, is a mysti-
cal, esoteric concept re-
ferring to a speculative
l " invisible eye, which en-
m
ENCE
PIRIT

hances perception be-
yond ordinary sight. It
provides a third person
appraisal of the observed
and the observer, The in-
ner eye is a witness of the
subject and object. A non-dual
sublime intelligence that pierces
the illusion of duality. A perceptive
shift that dissolves personal con-
sciousness into the eternal imper-
sonal consciousness. B
The author is  neurosugeon
in Pune

STRONG AND SOFT

GSTRIPATHI
hange in the ground state ener-
gy due to pairing of electrons is
small but induces dramatic ef~
fects — superconductivity. A disordered
state becomes an ordered one. It took
45 years for physicists to uncover this.
Disorder becomes order just by a small,
unconventional change. Unconvention-
al cause is an attractive electron-electron
interaction, which is not a tradition. We
Know from science that like charges re-
pel. Here there is a departure. It is an
attraction. Ground state energy is
changed by one millionth of a percent-
age, yet the effect is dramatic and the
change, though small,is not a perturba-
tion. It is science, and a miraculous one.
Is there anything in life that mimics
this? Is there any small change that
avoids easy handling but gives a great
effect? A person who cares little about
himself and more for society can bring
drastic change. Hence, Gandhi could
bring about a dramatic change in our

developed absolute control over the
three disorders of life. So he personifies
order of human mind, thought and ac-
tion, He did not become a saint or go
to ajungle to achieve these; he was with
people, working for their liberation. His
usage of the word ‘experiments” in the
title of his autobiography, My Experi-
ments With Truth, confirms his adherence
to the scientific way.

Gandhi had abundant self-confi-
dence. He challenged State power with
it. One can have self-confidence only
when one realises what Self is. Self-re-
alisation comes in the domain of spirit-
vality. Gandhi represents that kind of

GANDHI REPRESENTS THAT KIND
OF PRACTICAL SPIRITUALITY
WHICH IS SCIENTIFIC AS WELLAS
POLITICALIN NATURE. IT WAS A

lives in the form of freedom RARE AMALGAMATION. ITIS

conventional weapon of non-violence. o b0y TICAL SCIENCE BUT
Body is matter and soul is spirit. B

material science we activate the bos SCIENTIFIC POLITICS

pump enengy and make it fit for world-
Iy actions. Is the mind material or
spiritual? If it only thinks of bodily as-
pects, then it is material. If it is tuned for
Self-realisation, it becomes spiritual.

Gandhi took care of the austerity of
body, mind and spirit. That is why he
was extraordinary. His influence is pro-
found in every aspect of life. He was
caring, at the same time, stubborn and
scuck to his principles, His decisiveness
was rock-strong, yet he was as soft as a
petal. Most importantly, Gandhi adhered
to truthfulness and non-violence.

One can be truthful if one has con-
trol over lust, anger and greed. Gandhi

practical spirituality which is scientific
as well as political in nature. It was a rare
amalgamation. It is not political science
but scientific politics enhanced by per-
sonal spirituality. Gandhi is the father of
spirituo-scientific politics. He is an ev-
erlasting excitation that is persistent, like
a supercurrent. It never shows decay. Just
as supercurrent has been estimated to
persist for hundred thousand years, a
scientific modelling of Gandhi’s life
would definitely confirm that excitation
of his life would also last a long time. ®
The writer teaches physics at

Berhampur University
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A thought for today

Where you see wrong or inequality or injustice, speak out,
because this is your country. This is your democracy

THURGOOD MARSHALL, US judge

Dalit Nirbhaya

The state's apathy just keeps getting worse
the Hathras district administration and police must answer

for the manner in which they have failed the 19-year-old
Dalit victim and her family in life and death. Precious
forensic evidence that could have bolstered the gangrape charge

From Elegance To Spectacle

What the fashion industry tells us about contemporary society and politics

Dipankar Gupta

Bourgeols capitalism is
attacked for a variety of
r\-asons but it is during
storical epoch that
Fuhllr spirited  rules
came into prominence
m sport, to science, to fashion, to
polmcs However, today, we are deter-
minedly moving away from being rule

wasn't
deniedtothe victim. Police hurriedly set the pyrealight undercover
of night, without allowing the family to properly mourn their dear
oneor conduct customary last rites.
Now an entire district is under Section 144 CrPC to quell protests
and prevent politicians. mrm meeting the famxl; A police cordon ran
out A v&ml videoof
Hathras d(strlct magistrate Praveen
Kumar talking down to the Dam rnmlly,
warningof harm totheir isin

Over the past hundred years, and more,
these public-spirited rules shaped our
thinking. In science, knowledge has now
to be demonstrated by objective rules,
andnothanded down by thechurchor the
tyrant, even the guru. In politics, authority
is vested in the rule of citizenship that
limits the powers of the state. In sport
there is the referee, the audience and
|he spectators, who are all equal

facta body blow to the government's credi-
bility. It lends credence to the family’s
il S

ul
"Infashion, eame CocoChanel.
Chanel's great contribution to

The victim's mother purportedly
found her brutalised body without clothes
on.A i i 1d have

prooeeded to verify rape. But analysis
of samples happened 11 days after
hospitallsanon and no semen was detected. Government’s own
guidelines rule out the likelihood of finding such evidence aﬂer
72-96hoursof rape. Thi:
undermining the char the victim’s dying

ration. With rank incompetence and apath:v to answer for; officials

nder threat

manner isn’t going to help. BJP must remember that the Nirbhaya
case punctured UPA-2 and Sheila Dikshit. No civilised society can

and dmm for a person functioning in
the rule bound public sphere.
Chanel, haute couture (literally, high
tailoring) no longer meant ostentatious
splendour of the few. Instead, fashion
started to signify cut and style that
emphasised lm)tksl)‘ as elegance for the
workingpersol

As Cnanv.-l “said: “Modesty, what

elegance.” Out went feathers, plumes,

swathes of brocade and jewel studded
costumes, and in came the famous ‘little
black dress’. Till then gowns were so
heavy, and corsets so tight, that women
must have wished they could put their

without protest the br
the 19-year-old, the botched investigation or the indignities heaped
upon the hapless Dalit family. The Adityanath government must
correct people’s as well as it ke

The Home Disadvantage

When women'’s work and time get no respect
f women do a lot more unpald work than men but socletv does not

um-rnal organs away = somewhere.
Chane! that let
you ridea bike, jump lmoa car, work all

y in office and y for evening
cocktails without rushu'u; to the: chsnse

remember the woman.” This led Chanel
toobserve people in their everyday lives
and gave the dilettante observer, or
the ‘flaneur’, an fmportant role in the
fashion industry:

Fashion houses tapped (he lmem

gence of the flaneur who wi
abou( observing the middle chms who
were everywhere; on the streets, in
coffee shops, in buses and metros. In
short, the public was the focus of the
flaneurs”attention.

For making fashion people must
be seen, they must walk, they must be
visible to all. For this to happen, rules
‘mustbe inplace for easy public intetface

Dﬂ)ona] categories. One

Till then gowns were so heavy,
and corsets so tight, that
women must have wished
they could put their internal
organs away somewhere,
Chanel instead designed
clothes that let you ride a
bike, jump into a car, work all
day in office and be ready for
evening cocktails

other car borne people. Indian fashion,

room. A public,
nowalsobeelegant.

‘major reason Wi

fasmonne'\r?rmadeil inIndia lshemnse

hefty dose of inspira-
tion from what traditional royalty wore,

i
matter, but what you become when

are in them. As Coco Chanel said, mo
best colour in the whole world is the one
that looks good on you.” That is because
when you “dress impeccably, they

the Ind; want to
beseen Dutslde their set.

and that class did not walk, and did not
obserw rule.w either.

even the
Chanel dsslgned plnk sult mm Jackle
Kennedy loved), would seem cheap,
ordinary and utterly modest for the bling

They
walking, consequently. it is cars that
transport them from home to office and
from there to parties, where they meet

adoring Indian middle classes. But
today, Europe Is changing and India fits
in nicely with the trends developing
there. In Paris, Milan, Beijing as well,
Cllan(‘l style fashion is increasingly
werwhelmed by thelikesof Gueci
nn(l Lﬂuls Vuitton. They are the ones
now shaking the pagoda tree.
emphasis is no longer on under-
statement, but inoverstatement. Gone is
the accent on modesty. it Is now on
spectacle and splendour. Unlike Chanel,
Gucciand Louis Vuittonarenotasmuch
into clothes and perfumes. The shiny,
red apple now is leather goods and
buckles with brand names that poke
you in the eye. Accessories are the new
haute couture.

Accessories are more spectacle
friendly than clothing. Today's fashion
consumer is thinkingdifferently. Saving
up foraGueci belt, even if itis worn over
faded jeans, seems ll \mnhuhue
demonstration of havi arrived.
Catherine Deneuve is not lheslar ‘model
any more, but Lil Pump and Kanye West.

Gueel and Louts Vuitton do not
depend heavily on stores, as Chanel
does, but on net savvy purchasers who
no longer need to walk in and buy with
others. They can consume bags, buckles
and boots infrontof their smartscreens
In isolation. The old style ‘flaneur’ who
observedand communicated, isnow his-
tory, instead it 1 now the ‘shock factor”.

This is obviously working like a
charm. nel’s profits
climbed 16% but Gucci and Louls Vuit-
ton recorded increases of 33% and 19%,
respectively. The spectacle has displaced
modest elegance in hearts, minds and
plastic cards. So while Chanel Lives on,
the centre of gravity has shifted to
Guecl, Louls Vuitton, and other such
fashion houses.

is is not unlike cricket. Test
matches are still on, but 20/20 is Whem
the bigbucks are. This trend has not go
unrepresented in politics either. Even ln
the developed world, old fashioned
bourgeois democracy is increasingly
being dwarfed by spectacleand theatre.

If you don’t agree, you have not
watched the recent Trump-Biden debate.

value their unpaid work, this structural
asymmetric power relationship, both materially and in the mind.
Violence against women lsjust one of the several toxic sldeeﬂects of

lnthlsmnlextart-cemNSOmpon lsverymlllng asitshowsthat
in India the average woman spends 19.5% of her time in unpaid
domestic work or caregiving as compared toan
average man's 2.5%. This is based on data
collected in 2019 and does not factor in the
seismic changes wrought by the pandemic.
The closmg of schools, anganwadis and other
has of course ‘the
motherhood penalty’ across classes and across
countries. A UK think tank for instance has
found that the lockdown there saw many
working mothers able to do only an hour of uninterrupted paid
work for every three hours logged in by fathers.
All the talk about bringing up boys them

Betting on consolidation: Shringla leads a power
packed Indian delegation to Myanmar

Rajiv Bhatia

Confirmation

dmlnmmlc sources that
Indian

del»gmkm. comprising

visit’s significance. On 8 November,
Myanmar will go through its parlia-
mentary elections. Indications are that
the National League for

government, led by State Counsellor
Aung San Suu Kyl, could return to

having recorded the fourth highest
caseload within Asean. The Rohingya
question continues to fester, straining
Myanmar’s relations with Bangla
Finally, China's expanding economic
footprint in Myanmar and the continu-
impasse on India-China border

Harsh
Vardhan Shringla and
chief of army staff (COAS) MM
Naravane, will visit Myanmar for high-
level discussions on Monday, is imbued
with significance. Almost every Indian
lbrekgn mmry visits Myanmar at

in egalitarian thinking and behaviours, can be poppycock when
what they see closest up is that both work and respect are deeply
segregated by gender. Building a healthier society needs more
women domg paid work and men taking up a fairer share of unpaid
version of GDP, which

unpaid work in

Outrage Is Not Enough

To get better policing India also has to address
shocking shortages of personnel, infrastructure
Kanti Bajpai

No modern society can be without an efficient police force.
Recent events have dramatised the challenges of policing in

s/ her tenure.
COAS. But it is 3 the first oceasion when
the two dignitaries form a composite
delegation, tasked to engage the leader-
shiponadvancing this vital relationship
atacritical time.
delegation’s composition reflects
New Delhi's nuanced understanding of
where power lies in Myanmar. This is
unly the second time that the foreign
secretary visits a neighbouring country
in the Covid era (He visited Bangladesh
earlier).
‘The visit, which is bound to attract
extensive diplomatic attention, was
Foreign Office consulta-
tlons, held on Thursday on a virtual
platform. It will be followed by a
ministerial meeting of the Joint
Trade Committee on 20 October. Taken
together, these developments should

\Av_»!ern“yxnmar

Fourth, economic cooperation has
developed. hm it still stays at a sub-
optimal level. Bilateral trade stood at $L.7
billion in 2018-19. Efforts are underway to
draw in India Inc. In 2019 alone, nearly 150
Indian companies participated in trade

If so. it would continue to govern, ) backdrop. held in Myanmar India’s
sharing power with the Myanmar army It ypillars  total 1o $800
i i i of India-My: ip will be

Holding elections is a challenge in First, at §1.2

these Covid times, with Myanmar political and diplomatic levels exists in
ample measure. , seven visits
at the head of state/ government level
took place, resulting in numerous
agreements and deepening of mutual
understanding.

Second, securh) and dnfencc coope-

blll.{ovl, dcse'r\l's a l\lhher nush Two of
themajor connectivity projects, however,
have been a matter of concern and will
now receive high-level attention.

Finally, people-to-people exchanges
oceupy a special place, considering the
invaluableconnectof Buddhismand the

ration registered progres

o,

anearly
vanmar. India’s

major

werehanded over by Myanmar authorities
inMay. Through the triad of dialogue on
strategic issues, expansion of training
facilities and supply of defence equip-
‘ment needed by the Myanmar military.
India has consistently strengthened
defence ties. General Naravane s likely
to interact with Commander-in-Chief
Min Aung Hlaing toreview progressand

ol steps.

Third, development cooperation
valued at $1.4 billion (through grants) is
substantive. Capacity building has been
accorded priority, with several new

I
assistance in mslara:lon 0{ the Ananda
Temple in Bagan and two temples in
Bodh Gaya built by Burmese rulers
King Bagyidaw and King Mindon - has
been widely appreciated in Myanmar: So
is India’s timely help of medicines and
equipment tofight the corona pandemic.
the Shringla-Naravane team
discusses key facets of a strategic part-
nershipin \:c’nmw think tanks in both
countries need to contribute more, with
fresh ideas and thinking. While the
region’s geopolitics changes, India's
“Nelghbourhood First and Act East’ ponq-

balanced and lndcpemicm forelgn policy

must ensure that the two countries

Jjourney together as ‘companion souls’.
Thewriter.ajormer ambassadorto Myan-

India.T in impart a strong momentu to bilateral r
ots, in mmom 1t is “a time-ested partner- reign education, information technology and
Babrl Masjid conspiracy case and in the investigation into n, Myanmar's  must ensure that the two industrial training that have benefited
Sushant Singh Rajput’s death. The police is at fault, but not m 'y for journe: Myanmar youth immensely. Over 100
everything Is its fault umey projects have been completed as part nf
P tageof personnel. The present context enhances the  as ‘companion souls’ the border
issued by CommonC:
only77% of i Theshor ranks dilbert
rather Asaresult, twostates. il

- have the recommended ratio of 4 constables per officer: The situation in Uttar
Pradesh Is the worst of any state in the Union. The UP police is at roughly 50% of
its sanctioned strength, both at the officer and constable level. The number of
policeto the populationatlarge in India is oneof the lowest in the world.
Numbers are not everything. The incidence of crime is not necessarily

When the numbers are inadequate, police personnel are stretched and

strained, producing shoddy policing. Police personnel work impossibly long

hours, averaging 14 hours per day. The Common Cause survey reveals that
Ddisha,

"hour
average 17and Andonly i t
D 3 all.

(‘omvmmdmx me numbers and terrible work c(vndllmns is the lack of
training. Only 6. 12 in 2012-16.

The officers are mﬂm likely to be trained than lh!‘ fﬂnﬁ(shlp& Hsryuna and
— Tl Nedu scored highest on in-ervice
ining, where about 20%

rebootingindia lramlng Gujarat scored the o e
————s % having received any in-service training
in those years. The average e nl‘ndnum on training as a percentage of the
police budget was 0.25% in West Bengal in the period 20]2-11‘ 10201617

If this was not bad enough, the Common Cause report shows that
infrastructure available to the police is shocking. The report tells us that

WHAT ARE YOU GUYS
TALKING ABOUT? IT
SOUNDS INTERESTING.

IN MY DEFENSE,
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