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Budget
deficit
spikes to
a record

Breaches $3.1 trillion
after dramatic surge
in virus relief spending

BY JEFF STEIN
AND ANDREW VAN DAM

The U.S. budget deficit
eclipsed $3.1 trillion in the fiscal
year that ended Sept. 30, accord-
ing to government data released
Friday, by far the biggest one-
year gap in U.S. history.

The data are a stark reflection
of the staggering blow that the
coronavirus pandemic has dealt
to the U.S. economy.

The deficit — the gap between
government spending and tax
revenue — shows the dramatic
surge in spending the U.S. gov-
ernment approved to contain the
pandemic’s fallout earlier this
year.

The deficit last year was about
$1 trillion, which represented an
elevated level but pales in com-
parison with this year’s tally. For
2020, the government spent
$6.552  trillion, up from
$4.447 trillion one year ago, ac-
cording to the data released
jointly by the White House and
the Treasury Department. The
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Luis Alberto Soayne checks on his children as they prepare for a day of remote learning at home in Lima, Peru. Soayne,
who lost his job in the pandemic, worries his 14-year-old son, Missael, will drop out if schools do not reopen next year.

A pandemic-era learning curve

In Peru and around world, remote education is deepening divide between rich and poor

Paola Lopez, a Lima-based technology executive, is able to work from home. Here her

BY LUCIEN O. CHAUVIN
AND ANTHONY FAIOLA
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LIMA, PERU — Hunched over a
rickety table in his family’s three-
room shanty, Missael Soayne
wrote diligently on a sheet of
graph paper. It was Friday morn-
ing, time for reading comprehen-
sion. His father, out of work, had
warned him not to waste paper, so
the baby-faced 14-year-old care-
fully drew small, tight letters on
the page.

Peru, the nation with the
world’s highest coronavirus mor-
tality rate, is also one of dozens of
countries where schools remain
closed nationwide because of the
pandemic, with no reopening
date in sight. The quarantine here
is particularly severe; children 14
and under are permitted out of
their homes only one hour per

day.

8-year-old daughter, Fabiana Bustamante, runs in to ask for help with her homework.
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Justices
take up
census

dispute

APPORTIONMENT OF
HOUSE IS AT STAKE

Trump: Undocumented
shouldn’t be included

BY ROBERT BARNES

The Supreme Court an-
nounced Friday that it will review
President Trump’s attempt to ex-
clude undocumented immigrants
when calculating how congres-
sional seats are apportioned
among the states.

The unprecedented proposal
could have the effect of shifting
both political power and billions
of dollars in federal funds away
from urban states with large im-
migrant populations and toward
rural and more Republican inter-
ests.

A three-judge panel in New
York said Trump’s July 21 memo-
randum on the matter was “an
unlawful exercise of the authority
granted to” him by Congress. It
blocked the Commerce Depart-
ment and the Census Bureau
from including information
about the number of undocu-
mented immigrants — it is un-
clear how those numbers would
be generated — in their reports to
the president after this year’s cen-
sus is completed.

The justices put the case on a
fasttrack and said they will hold a
hearing Nov. 30. By then, it prob-
ably will be a nine-member court
again, if Judge Amy Coney Barrett
is confirmed, giving the court a
6-t0-3 conservative majority. The
administration says timing mat-
ters, because it must present the
plan to Congress in January.

It is unclear whether the mat-
ter would divide the court along
ideological lines, but the issue is
another mark of how the once-
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Mexican was
cartel asset as
defense chief,
U.S. alleges

BY MARY BETH SHERIDAN,
MARIssA J. LANG
AND SHAYNA JACOBS

MEXICO CITY — Mexico’s former
defense minister had a secret life
in which he used the army to help
a cartel send heroin, cocaine and
other drugs to the United States,
accordingto U.S. court documents

released Friday.
Some called him the Godfather.
Retired Gen. Salvador Cienfue-
g0s, 72, was detained Thursday at
Los Angeles International Air-
port. Prosecutors in New York un-
sealed a four-count indictment
Friday charging him with drug
and money-laundering crimes. He
appeared in a federal court in Los
Angeles via video later Friday, but
a hearing on his detention was
delayed until Tuesday. His attor-
SEE MEXICO ON A10

Few answers for virus ‘long-haulers’

BY LENNY BERNSTEIN

NEW HAVEN, CONN. — Covid-19
tookits best shot at Edison Chilui-
sa in May, sending him to inten-
sive care, but the disease is still
not done with him. For the past
four months, long after his re-
lease from the hospital, Chiluisa
has been racked by lingering ail-
ments: Paralyzing fatigue. Short-
ness of breath. A stutter he never
had before.

“The disease, it wears on you —
body, mind and spirit,” Chiluisa, a
51-year-old hospital worker, said
recently. “You can be fine all day,
and then all ofa sudden your body
just shuts down. No explanation.
No reason. It just shuts down.”

But unlike some “long-haul-
ers” in the early part of the pan-
demic who struggled to persuade
anyone that symptoms of covid-19
could last for months, Chiluisa is
being attended by a team of spe-
cialists.

He sees a pulmonologist, a car-
diologist, a neurologist, a respira-
tory therapist and a physical ther-
apist, and soon he will see a social
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Edison Chiluisa is struggling months after his bout with covid-19.
Doctors at Yale New Haven Hospital are trying to figure out why.

worker — a first step toward get-
ting help for the toll the coronavi-
rus has inflicted on his psyche.
Even as they continue to face
the day-to-day medical demands
of the pandemic, caregivers such
as Chiluisa’s are adjusting to the

reality that, for many thousands
of people, the long-term conse-
quences of covid-19 may have to
be managed for months, and pos-

sibly much longer.
Long-haulers “are in every
SEE VIRUS ON A8
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Trump, Biden wrestle
for masculinity’s mantle

BY MATT VISER

President Trump boasted last
week that he beat covid-19 be-
cause he is “a perfect physical
specimen.” Sen. Kelly Loeffler
(R-Ga.) distributed a video of
Trump at WrestleMania, tackling
and beating up a man with a
coronavirus particle superim-
posed over his head.

“President Trump won’t have
to recover from COVID,” Rep.
Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) wrote on Twit-
ter. “COVID will have to recover
from President Trump.”

The president’s emergence
from his bout with the novel coro-
navirus is being hailed by many
allies as a sign of his physical
strength — the latest chapter in
the effort by Trump and his sup-
porters to cast himself as the
manliest of men, conflating mas-
culinity and strength and engag-
ing in a dispute of sorts with Joe

Biden over the meaning of ma-
chismo.

“Now, what is this macho
thing: T’'m not going to wear a
mask’?” Biden said during a town
hall meeting last week, held just
after Trump was released from
the hospital. “Big deal. Does it
hurt you? Be patriotic, for God’s
sake. Take care of yourself, but
take care of your neighbors.”

Inresponse to Biden encourag-
ing Americans to wear a mask,
Fox News commentator Tomi
Lahren wrote on Twitter: “Might
as well carry a purse with that
mask, Joe.”

The back-and-forth between
Trump and Biden has long resem-
bled a testosterone-filled, mano-
a-mano bluster between the high
school jocks they used to be. They

SEE CAMPAIGN ON A5

White House Debrief: Trump loath
to condemn extremist backers. A7
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Some reports that you may have
missed. Read more at
washingtonpost.com.

7 nations join U.S. in
space-behavior pact

NASA announced Tuesday
that seven nations have joined
the United States in signing the
Artemis Accords, a series of
bilateral agreements that would
establish rules for the peaceful
use of space and govern behavior
on the surface of the moon. The
rules would allow private
companies to extract lunar
resources.

washingtonpost.com/national

Website issues snag
Va. voter registration

An accidentally severed fiber-
optic cable in Virginia effectively
shut down most of the state’s
online voter registration on its
last day Tuesday, prompting
voter advocates to file a lawsuit
in seeking an extension of the
deadline that thousands of
voters missed because of the
disruption. A judge extended the
deadline by two days.

washingtonpost.com/local

CORRECTIONS

¢ In some Oct. 16 editions, an
A-section article about Europe
setting a record by overtaking
the United States in new
coronavirus cases per capita
misstated the continent’s daily
death toll from the disease. It is
1,000 deaths a day, not 8,000.

e An Oct. 16 Metro article
about a debate between the
candidates in Virginia’s 10th
Congressional District
misidentified Republican
hopeful Aliscia Andrews as a
cybersecurity manager. She
works in cybersecurity policy
and strategy.

e A Local Digest item in the
Oct. 16 Metro section, about the
deadly crash of a Jeep Grand
Cherokee and a tow truck in
Fairfax County, incorrectly said
that victim Jonathan Szott of
Herndon was driving the tow
truck. He was driving the Jeep
Cherokee.

e A Oct. 16 Weekend article
about D.C.-area music venues
reopening after closing for the
coronavirus pandemic misstated
the first name of the blues and
roots singer who has sold out
two upcoming shows at the
Birchmere. She is Samantha
Fish, not Amanda Fish.

e The Courtland Milloy column
in the Oct. 14 Metro section,
about mail-in and drop-box
voting, incorrectly said that
there were about 270 drop boxes
in Prince George’s County. There
about 270 boxes in Maryland and
42 in Prince George’s County.

The Washington Post is committed to
correcting errors that appear in the
newspaper. Those interested in
contacting the paper for that purpose
can:

Email: corrections@washpost.com.
Call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be
connected to the desk involved —
National, Foreign, Metro, Style, Sports,
Business or any of the weekly sections.
Comments can be directed to The
Post’s reader advocate, who can be
reached at 202-334-7582 or
readers@washpost.com.
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Judge demands to know who speaks for Trump

Seeks clarity after Justice
Dept. discounts directive
tweeted by president

BY SPENCER S. Hsu

A federal judge rebuked the
Justice Department and the
White House Counsel’s Office on
Friday for dismissing without ex-
planation President Trump’s “em-
phatic and unambiguous” tweets
ordering the declassification of all
documents in the government’s
probe of Russia’s interference in
the 2016 U.S. election.

“I have fully authorized the
total Declassification of any & all
documents pertaining to the sin-
gle greatest political CRIME in
American History, the Russia
Hoax,” the president tweeted Oct.
6. “Likewise, the Hillary Clinton
Email Scandal. No redactions!”

Trump’s blanket statement
came the day after he returned to
the White House from three days
of treatment for the novel corona-

virus at Walter Reed National Mil-
itary Medical Center in Bethesda.
The tweet has since created a
headache for government lawyers
in pending open-records lawsuits
filed by news organizations seek-
ing fuller disclosure of special
counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s
report and investigative materi-
als.

Associate Deputy Attorney
General Bradley Weinsheimer
maintained in a court filing Tues-
day that the White House Coun-
sel’s Office informed the Justice
Department that notwithstand-
ing the president’s statement,
“there is no order requiring
wholesale declassification or dis-
closure of documents at issue.”

At Friday’s hearing, however,
Judge Reggie B. Walton of the U.S.
District Court in D.C. expressed
bafflement at the claim that Presi-
dent Trump’s words were not to be
believed.

“I think the American public
has a right to rely on what the
president says his intention is,”
Walton said.

“It seems to me when a presi-
dent makes a clear, unambiguous

statement of what his intention is,
that I can’t rely on the White
House Counsel’s Office saying,
‘Well, that was not his intent, ” the
judge said in a hearing conducted
virtually because of the pandemic.

Walton directed the depart-
ment by noon Tuesday to clarify
with Trump or “an individual who
has conferred directly with the
president” whether Trump had
intended to order the declassifica-
tion and release of Mueller report
materials without redaction. The
judge cited the urgency of releas-
ing as much information as possi-
ble in the remaining days before
the election.

“I think I need something more
emphatic that this is, in fact, the
president’s position, and not just
the White House counsel’s posi-
tion,” Walton said. “If we’re going
to get this information out before
the election, we need to get to this
next week.”

The ruling came in a Freedom
of Information Actlawsuit filed by
BuzzFeed, CNN and the Electron-
ic Privacy Information Center in
their effort to obtain Mueller-
probe documents.

Arguing for BuzzFeed and the
journalist Jason Leopold, attor-
ney Matthew Topic told the court,
“We wholeheartedly agree.”

Justice Department trial law-
yer Courtney Enlow argued un-
successfully that Walton should
not assume the White House
Counsel’s Office was not acting on
behalf of the president, invoking
the “presumption of regularity” —
the deference courts usually give
to agencies carrying out their du-
ties.

The hearing was not the first
time that Walton — a veteran
jurist who was nominated to the
U.S. District Court in Washington
in 2001 by President George W.
Bush and is a former presiding
judge of the U.S. Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Court — has
sharply criticized the Trump ad-
ministration’s credibility in its
handling of the Mueller investiga-
tion.

Walton in the same case this
March lambasted Attorney Gen-
eral William P. Barr for a “lack of
candor” for providing what the
judge called “distorted” and “mis-
leading” public statements sum-

marizing Mueller’s work that
were later contradicted by the
public release of the partially re-
dacted special counsel’s report.

Itis highly unusual for a federal
judge to publicly question wheth-
er the White House Counsel’s Of-
fice speaks for the president — or
for that matter to challenge the
honesty of the attorney general —
but tweets by Trump have repeat-
edly conflicted with the Justice
Department’s messaging.

Barrin February complained in
an interview that Trump’s tweets
about prosecutors and open cases
related to Mueller’s investigation
“make it impossible for me to do
my job” by creating a perception
of political interference.

In other cases when parties
sued for the release of documents
that would confirm whether
Trump’s claims were true, the Jus-
tice Department has successfully
argued to judges that the presi-
dent’s statements attacking feder-
al law enforcement and intelli-
gence agencies were to be taken as
political rhetoric, speculation or
otherwise not always literally.

spencer.hsu@washpost.com
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Firefighters work to protect homes in September from the El Dorado Fire burning areas of San Bernardino National Forest in Mountain Home Village, Calif.

Trump administration rejects, then approves, Calif. fire aid

BY SCOTT WILSON
AND TiM ELFRINK

SANTA BARBARA, CALIF. —
Fueled by extreme heat and dry,
windy conditions, wildfires rav-
aged California in September,
blazing through almost 1.9 mil-
lion acres, destroying nearly
1,000 homes and killing at least
three people. One wildfire, the
Creek Fire, became the largest
single inferno in California his-
tory and grew so fierce that it
spun up fire tornadoes with 125-
mph winds.

On Friday, the request for fed-
eral assistance to help pay for the
recovery from a half-dozen of
those fires spun up a tornado of
its own. Like the proverbial tem-
pest, the storm over the money
had been contained in a teapot by
the day’s end.

The day began with news that
the Trump administration had
refused to grant California an
emergency declaration that
would make hundreds of millions
of dollars in federal funding
available for areas devastated by
the Creek Fire and five others.
Federal officials said the most
recent application did not meet
the criteria for federal relief.

But President Trump reversed
the decision a few hours later
after a direct appeal from Gov.
Gavin Newsom (D) in a midday
phone call. The declaration was
approved, the hand-wringing
over.

“Just got off the phone with
President Trump who has ap-
proved our Major Disaster Decla-

ration request,” Newsom said in a
statement Friday afternoon.
“Grateful for his quick response.”

The whiplash over the federal
emergency funds — which Trump
has previously threatened to
withhold but never has — came in
the final weeks of a presidential
campaign during which the pres-
ident has often held California up
as a prime example of liberal
irresponsibility. Trump lost the
nation’s most populous state —
where Republican voter registra-
tion has dropped below the num-
ber of those who have not de-
clared a party — by 30 percentage
points in the 2016 election.

Newsom, who took office in
January 2019, has personally kept
his criticism of the Trump admin-
istration on a lower key than
many of the state’s other top
Democrats. His decision to do so
has been largely pragmatic, in the
hope that in just such moments
as these Trump would approve
federal assistance to aid the
state’s recovery from a monu-
mental disaster.

The governor followed that
same tack Friday morning, tweet-
ing only “We are appealing this”
after the decision to withhold the
assistance. A decision on such an
appeal — essentially a request for
the president to reconsider his
denial — typically would have
come after the Nov. 3 election. In
this case, it came within hours.

Trump has approved Califor-
nia’s disaster relief requests in
the past, albeit sometimes with
some public grumbling.

The president is counting on

excitement and a strong turnout
from his conservative base to
secure a second term, and Cali-
fornia’s stance on climate change,
immigration, race and other is-
sues has made the state a fre-
quent political target for Trump
and his supporters. California
has sued the administration 100
times.

Earlier this week, Trump
tweeted a typical attack on the
Golden State: “People are fleeing
California. Taxes too high, Crime
too high, Brownouts too many,
Lockdowns too severe. VOTE
FOR TRUMP, WHAT THE HELL
DO YOU HAVE TO LOSE!!!”

White House spokesman Judd
Deere said in a statement about
the rejection of the Creek Fire
emergency declaration that the
president this summer approved
wildfire relief for California that
was supported by damage esti-
mates and this week made addi-
tional disaster assistance avail-
able to the state by authorizing
federal funding for debris remov-
al and emergency protective mea-
sures taken as a result of the
wildfires since Aug. 14

“The more recent and separate
California submission was not
supported by the relevant data
that states must provide for ap-
proval, and the president con-
curred with the FEMA Adminis-
trator’s recommendation,” Deere
said, referring to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

Newsom sent a request for
emergency funding to Trump on
Sept. 28 in a letter that outlined
the extraordinary scope of the

wildfires and thanked the presi-
dent for visiting the state to tour
the damage.

As Newsom noted, the fires
ignited in early September in a
state already ravaged by a histor-
ic wildfire season that in total has
scorched more than 4.1 million
acres and killed 31 people. As
high winds whipped through ar-
eas gripped by drought and a heat
wave, small fires quickly burst
into new disasters, the dry brush
and brittle trees acting as tinder.

The largest, the Creek Fire,
started Sept. 4 in Madera and
Fresno counties in central Cali-
fornia. It was 58 percent con-
tained, after burning through a
record 340,000-plus acres as of
early Friday. More than 24,000
people have had to flee its path,
including hundreds of campers
who had to be airlifted to safety in
a military rescue.

The letter details five other
fires that each ate up hundreds of
thousands of acres and hundreds
of buildings.

In one case, smaller fires that
sparked up in several counties
north of San Francisco merged to
form what is known as the August
Complex, which has now burned
more than 1 million acres. It
marks the first time in state
history that figure has been ex-
ceeded.

Newsom did not specify how
much federal aid the state needs,
because the total damage is still
being assessed. Initial estimates
projected damages resulting
from the Creek Fire alone at
$200 million.

California is facing a budget
deficit running into the tens of
billions of dollars amid the coro-
navirus-caused economic shut-
down, and the state is counting
on federal money in a number of
ways to close that hole.

“Californians are exhausted,”
Newsom wrote in the letter.
“Many of the counties impacted
by these wildfires are still recov-
ering from previous devastating
wildfires, storms and the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

One focus of Trump’s criticism
of California over the years has
been its approach to wildfire
preparedness.

Last November, Trump ac-
cused Newsom of doing a “terri-
ble job” of managing forests,
tweeting, “Every year, as the fire’s
rage & California burns, it is the
same thing-and then he comes to
the Federal Government for $$$
help. No more.”

Most scientists, though, say a
warming climate is the most sig-
nificant factor driving the bigger
wildfires. About 60 percent of
California’s forests are managed
by the federal government.

As the debate over federal as-
sistance unfolded, about 30,000
residents of the Bay Area were
without power after the publicly
traded utility Pacific Gas and
Electric intentionally shut off the
electricity to reduce wildfire
risks. More than 20 fires were
burning across the state.

scott.wilson@washpost.com
tim.elfrink @washpost.com

Elfrink reported from Washington.
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ICE targets
‘sanctuary

cities,” with
170 arrests

BY N1CK MIROFF

U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials said Friday
that the agency made 170 arrests
during an operation last week
targeting “sanctuary” jurisdic-
tions, announcing the results as
part of a messaging campaign
that amplifies President Trump’s
attacks on cities that have Demo-
cratic mayors.

ICE officers made the arrests
in Denver, Seattle, New York,
Baltimore, Washington and in
Philadelphia, where authorities
chose to announce the results
and where officials said 26 immi-
grants were taken into custody.
The agency has averaged about
40,000 “at-large” arrests per year,
so the numbers announced Fri-
day did not appear to be a signifi-
cant increase in enforcement ac-
tivity.

As a rhetorical exercise, how-
ever, the operation amounts to a
vigorous effort to echo the presi-
dent’s claims that a victory by
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee Joe Biden would sow lawless-
ness and leave Americans unsafe.

Homeland Security acting sec-
retary Chad Wolf and interim ICE
chief Tony Pham were in Phila-
delphia to promote “Operation
Rise” and to slam jurisdictions
that have adopted policies limit-
ing cooperation with federal im-
migration enforcement officers.

“This campaign would be en-
tirely unnecessary if local leaders
would do their jobs and protect
their communities by partnering
with federal law enforcement,”
Wolf told reporters. “Sanctuary
city policies are a threat to the
homeland and put the safety of
the American people in jeopardy
so that certain local politicians
can score cheap political points
at the cost of American lives and
safety.”

ICE officers have the authority
to make immigration arrests any-
where, but sanctuary jurisdic-
tions typically don’t oblige the
agency’s requests to hold on to
suspects longer than necessary so
ICE can pick them up inside local
jails. In those jurisdictions, ICE
officers have to find out when the
suspects will be released or track
them down at their homes and
workplaces, requiring more time
and effort.

In Philadelphia, the agency
has paid for billboards showing
the mug shots of immigrants
with criminal convictions want-
ed for deportation. Their crimes
include assault and drug posses-
sion with “intent to deliver a
controlled substance.” ICE offi-
cials described the immigrants as
a grave danger to public safety.

“Sanctuary policies result in
criminal aliens being released
right back to the community
where they can reoffend and prey
upon innocent people, including
our children,” Pham said.

Pham said that more than
80 percent of the 170 immigrants
ICE arrested last week had a
criminal conviction or a “pend-
ing criminal charge.” But ICE did
not respond to requests for statis-
tics indicating what percentage
of those taken into custody were
convicted of violent crimes.

The agency’s “criminal” cat-
egory also includes suspects with
federal immigration violations,
such as reentering the United
States illegally after a previous
deportation. Among those arrest-
ed last week, ICE highlighted the
cases of three immigrants
charged with sex crimes against a
minor, one convicted of child
abuse and another released by
local authorities in Charlottes-
ville after an arrest on charges of
forgery, identity theft and driving
without a license.

Pham also confirmed Friday
that ICE began using more ex-
pansive enforcement authorities
this month, applying its “expedit-
ed removal” procedures nation-
wide. Under those rules — previ-
ously limited to areas near inter-
national borders — the agency
can fast-track the deportation of
anyone suspected of being in the
country fewer than two years if
they cannot prove they are pre-
sent in the United States legally.

The change has alarmed attor-
neys and immigrant advocates
concerned that ICE will whisk
deportees out of the country
without a chance to see an immi-
gration judge. Pham said the
process will allow individuals to
present their immigration status
claims to ICE officials to ensure
they don’t deport people with
legal status.

nick.miroff@washpost.com

FBI: Suspect deleted video made near Mich. governor’s home

BY KAYyLA RUBLE
AND DEVLIN BARRETT

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. — A
Wisconsin man charged in con-
nection with an investigation of
alleged extremists plotting to
kidnap Michigan’s governor told
the FBI after his arrest that he
destroyed video taken of some of
the men conducting surveillance
for their scheme, an FBI agent
testified Friday.

Special Agent Richard Trask
testified in federal court here
about the arrest of Brian Hig-
gins, who was charged a day
earlier by state officials with
providing material support for
an act of terrorism. Higgins is
accused of loaning night-vision
goggles to the alleged conspira-
tors and took dash-cam video of a
“reconnaissance” mission to the
vacation home of Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer.

Federal authorities have
charged six men with conspiring
to kidnap Whitmer, a Democrat,
before Election Day. Trask has
said they were angry about coro-
navirus-related restrictions im-
posed by the governor. Another
eight men, including Higgins,
have been charged in state court
with providing material support
to acts of terror.

Higgins, 51, apparently be-
came reluctant to carry out the
plot, according to evidence dis-
cussed in court Friday.

After his arrest, Higgins alleg-
edly told FBI agents he decided
after helping conduct surveil-
lance on the governor’s home, he
wanted “nothing to do with it”
and deleted a video he had made
of the surveillance, Trask said.

The FBI agent said Higgins
had already given a copy of the
video to an informant who was
secretly working with the FBI’s
investigation and recording con-
versations among the suspects.
Higgins told agents in his inter-
view that he “wanted to get the
video back” but was unable to do
so, Trask testified.

At Friday’s hearing, defense
lawyers argued that much of the
government’s evidence was “big
talk” on the part of the group’s

NICOLE HESTER/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Confederate flag hangs in Munith, Mich., where officials said suspects accused in a plot to kidnap Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) met.

alleged leader, Adam Fox, and
that many of their activities, such
as firing guns and taking videos
of the governor’s home, were not
in and of themselves illegal.

Defense attorney Gary Spring-
stead noted there are a “wide
range of viewpoints” among self-
proclaimed militia groups and
their members throughout Mich-
igan, claiming some just like to
“play guns in the woods.” Spring-
stead then portrayed his client,
Ty Garbin, as a “laissez-faire
libertarian” who thought action
was not necessary because the
government “would collapse on
its own.”

Prosecutors countered that
there was plenty of evidence,
including Higgins’s actions and
statements, that show dangerous
intent.

DIGEST

GEORGIA

Police make arrest in
actor’s shooting death

Atlanta police announced
Friday that they have made an
arrest in the shooting death of
actor Thomas Jefferson Byrd.

Homicide detectives on
Wednesday obtained a warrant
for the arrest of 30-year-old
Antonio Demetrice Rhynes on a
felony murder charge based on
evidence and tips from the public,
and officers arrested him early
Friday morning, Officer Steve
Avery said in an email.

Rhynes will be taken to the
Fulton County jail once he’s
processed, Avery said.

Police declined to release any
further information, saying the
investigation remains open and
active.

Best known for his roles in
Spike Lee films, Byrd was found
dead around 1:45 a.m. on Oct. 3
near his home in southwest
Atlanta. He had been shot
multiple times in the back. A
$10,000 reward had been offered
for information leading to an
arrest.

Byrd acted in films including
“Chi-Raq,” “Bamboozled,” “He Got
Game” and “Da Sweet Blood of
Jesus.” Also a stage actor, Byrd
was nominated in 2003 for a Tony
award for his performance in the
Broadway revival of “Ma Rainey’s
Black Bottom,” co-starring
Whoopi Goldberg and Charles S.
Dutton.

— Associated Press

ILLINOIS

7 cops suspended over
chief’s traffic stop

Seven Chicago police officers
have been suspended for their
roles the night then-
Superintendent Eddie Johnson
was found asleep behind the
wheel of his SUV after having
several drinks at a bar, according
to areport by the city’s inspector
general released Friday.

Superintendent David Brown
decided to suspend two
probationary officers for one day
each, two other officers for seven
days, a sergeant for 14:days, a
lieutenant for 21 days and a
commander for 28 days,
according to Inspector General
Joseph Ferguson’s report.

Brown’s office did not
immediately respond to a request

for comment, and it was not clear
if the suspensions have been
served.

The report was issued exactly
one year from the night of the
incident that ultimately led to
Johnson’s firing and just two days
after Johnson’s former driver who
was drinking with him that night
filed a sexual harassment lawsuit
against Johnson. Johnson has
denied the allegations made by
the former driver, Cynthia
Donald.

Much of what is in the report
had already been made public.
But the report includes details
about how officers were
concerned about Johnson’s
fitness to drive and how after he
was allowed to drive home he
proceeded the wrong way down a
street.

While Johnson admitted to
Mayor Lori Lightfoot that he’d
had “a couple of drinks” that
night, he blamed his condition on
achange in his blood pressure
medication. Later, media reports
and surveillance video from a
Chicago bar revealed he had been
drinking heavily that night, and
Lightfoot fired him for what she
said were lies about his actions.

— Associated Press

‘Cheer’ star ordered to
remain in federal jail

“Cheer” star Jerry Harris will
remain in jail while awaiting trial
on child pornography charges, a
federal judge in Chicago said
Friday.

Attorneys for Harris, who
appears in the Netflix
documentary series, had asked
that he be released and confined
at home under strict conditions.
But ajudge said evidence offered
by prosecutors “overwhelmingly
supports detention.”

U.S. Magistrate Judge Heather
McShain said it would be
“virtually impossible” to ensure
Harris doesn’t use the Internet.

Harris, 21, of Naperville, I11.,
was charged in September with
producing child pornography.

Harris admitted to FBI agents
that he had asked a teenager to
send him photos and videos of a
boy’s genitals and buttocks via
Snapchat, according to a criminal
complaint filed by prosecutors.

He also admitted to requesting
and receiving photographs of 10
to 15 other children, according to
the complaint.

— Associated Press

“Did they think through what
they would do after they took the
governor? No, it does not look
like they did,” Assistant U.S.
Attorney Nils Kessler said. “It
doesn’t have to be a good plan to
be dangerous. These people got
caught because they were ama-
teurs and they hadn’t thought it
through.”

U.S. Magistrate Judge Sally
Berens ruled Friday that the FBI
had gathered sufficient evidence
to proceed in court with the
charges filed against the six men
accused in the Whitmer kidnap-
ping plot.

At a hearing earlier this week,
Trask said some of those charged
in the kidnapping plot also dis-
cussed in June the idea of “tak-
ing” Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam, a Democrat whose cor-

onavirus restrictions, like those
imposed by Whitmer, had an-
gered President Trump and some
conservatives.

After the alleged discussion of
grabbing the Virginia governor,
Northam blamed Trump for us-
ing inflammatory rhetoric that
encourages extremism.

“These threats and this rheto-
ric is not coming from another
country,” the governor said at an
afternoon news briefing in Rich-
mond. “It’s coming from Wash-
ington. And that I regret, and it
needs to stop.”

At Friday’s hearing, Trask said
he was unaware of any discus-
sion among the accused plotters
of Trump’s April tweets, which
demanded, “LIBERATE MICHI-
GAN!” and “LIBERATE VIR-
GINIA!”

Amid heightened concern
about Election Day security,
Michigan’s Secretary of State Joc-
elyn Benson issued guidance to
local election officials Friday bar-
ring the open carry of firearms
within 100 feet of a polling place.

“Fair, free and secure elections
are the foundation of our democ-
racy,” Benson said in a statement.
“I am committed to ensuring all
eligible Michigan citizens can
freely exercise their fundamental
right to vote without fear of
threats, intimidation or harass-
ment. Prohibiting the open-carry
of firearms in areas where citi-
zens cast their ballots is neces-
sary to ensure every voter is
protected.”

devlin.barrett @washpost.com

Barrett reported from Washington.
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State Dept. shares little on payments to Trump properties

Agency releases 2 pages
of the hundreds sought
in open-records requests

BY DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD,
JONATHAN O°CONNELL
AND JOSHUA PARTLOW

The State Department says it
has about 450 pages of records
showing government spending at
President Trump’s properties. But
this week, it signaled that it plans
to release only two of those pages
before the November election —
leaving voters in the dark about
the full scope of taxpayer pay-
ments to the president’s compa-
ny.

The State Department an-
nounced the decision to release
just the two pages late Thursday
in an email to The Post, which
had filed a public-records lawsuit
earlier this year, seeking any rec-
ords showing State Department
payments to Trump properties.

The State Department pays for
hotel rooms and other expenses
when foreign leaders visit Trump
properties, and when federal em-
ployees, such as Secret Service
agents, follow Trump and his
family to the president’s overseas
clubs. But it’s impossible to tell
how much the department has
spent in total, because it has
released detailed records for only
the first few months of Trump’s
presidency.

The Post’s lawsuit asked for a
fuller accounting, requesting rec-
ords of those payments over sev-
eral years of Trump’s term.

In response, the State Depart-
ment had said in a legal filing it
would try to release up to 300
pages of the remaining records
on Thursday. Instead, it sent the
two pages — the receipts of a
single hotel bill from Trump’s
Irish golf course, involving secu-
rity for Trump’s daughter-in-law
and campaign adviser Lara
Trump.

The department declined to
comment about its decision. The
White House also declined to
comment. Under the schedule
previously set in court filings, the
State Department does not plan
torelease more records until mid-
November.

Also this week, the General
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GRIFF WITTE/THE WASHINGTON POST

The State Department pays for lodging when security agents follow President Trump and his family to his overseas clubs. The two pages
the agency released Thursday show receipts for when agents accompanied Lara Trump to the Trump golf club in Doonbeg, Ireland.

Services Administration — re-
sponding to a Post public-records
request about its own business
relationship with Trump’s com-
pany — released 26 pages of
internal documents with only 10
words total. The rest was redact-
ed.

These actions come after a year
in which The Post has sought to
answer a question: How much
taxpayer money has been paid to
President Trump’s company since
he took office?

The federal government has
declined to answer. Instead, The
Post has sought to compile its
own accounting, using public rec-
ords requests and a lawsuit to
obtain one receipt at a time.

So far, The Post has found more

than $1.2 million in taxpayer pay-
ments to Trump’s company. But
the data is still incomplete be-
cause some federal agencies have
not yet provided years worth of
their own spending data.

Under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, federal agencies are
supposed to respond to requests
in 20 business days and deliver
any relevant documents prompt-
ly thereafter. But in many cases,
according to federal data, re-
quests go unfulfilled for months
or years.

In cases involving federal pay-
ments to Trump’s businesses,
those delays can defeat the pur-
pose of the law — by keeping
information about the president
hidden until after voters have

chosen whether to reelect him,
said Adam Marshall, an attorney
at the nonprofit Reporters Com-
mittee for the Freedom of the
Press.

“That is exactly what the law is
designed to do: It’s designed to
get information into the hands of
the public so they can have an
informed debate and discussion”
about policy issues or candidates,
Marshall said.

This week, at last, the agencies
were supposed to provide what
they had not.

The Post had filed pub-
lic-records requests with the
State Department in February,
asking for any disbursement rec-
ords showing payments to Trump
properties. The Post filed a law-

suit in June when the requests
weren’t answered. In response to
the suit, the State Department
had said it would produce its first
batch of documents Thursday.

In a court filing in August, the
department said it would “aspire
to process potentially responsive
records at a rate of 300 pages” for
that first batch.

Instead, at 4:47 p.m. Thursday,
it sent two.

They showed that in May 2019,
Lara Trump visited the Trump
Organization’s Doonbeg golf club
in Ireland. Her Secret Service
detail followed, and — as often
happened — the Trump Organi-
zation charged the government
for their rooms. The total bill was
$8,316, but the rate charged per

room was redacted.

With their travels, Trump’s
adult children and their families
have brought the Trump Organi-
zation more than $245,000 in
payments from the Secret Serv-
ice, documents show. When they
go to Trump properties, agents
have to follow, and the Trump
Organization charges the govern-
ment for their rooms. On trips
overseas, the State Department
pays the bill, later seeking reim-
bursement from the Secret Serv-
ice.

If the State Department sticks
to the remaining schedule it laid
out in August, the next batch of
documents won’t be released un-
til Nov. 16, long after Election
Day.

The General Services Adminis-
tration has a different kind of
business relationship  with
Trump: It’s not his customer, it’s
hislandlord. Trump’s D.C. hotel is
housed in a building his company
leases from the federal govern-
ment, under a deal set up long
before he ran for office.

Previously, The Post had asked
the GSA’s press office for details
about that relationship. Among
the questions posed to the agen-
cy: Has Trump’s company asked
Trump’s government to delay any
rent payments, as the coronavi-
rus pandemic decimates its busi-
ness? Would the government al-
low Trump’s company to sell the
hotel to a foreign government?

The GSA’s communications of-
fice did not respond to those
requests. Then The Post filed a
public-records request, asking for
emails within the communica-
tions office, hoping to find out
what had become of its requests.

That request also went unan-
swered, for 134 days.

Then, on Thursday, there was
an answer — of a sort. The GSA
provided 26 pages of what were,
presumably, those emails. But the
documents had been heavily re-
dacted. Only scattered words ap-
peared — signs that somebody
had followed the bureaucratic
rituals of transparency without
providing any transparency at all.

The words were:

“Hi Pam,”

“Thanks Pam”

“Team - I got this.”

“Thanks Renee.”
david.fahrenthold @washpost.com
Jjonathan.oconnell@washpost.com

joshua.partlow@washpost.com

Abortion rights group calls for Feinstein to lose Judiciary Committee post

Senate Democrat draws
ire for praising GOP
after Barrett hearings

BY SEUNG MIN Kim

A top abortion rights group
heavily involved in the efforts to
stop Amy Coney Barrett’s confir-
mation to the Supreme Court is
calling for the ouster of Sen.
Dianne Feinstein as the Judiciary
Committee’s top Democrat.

The statement from the head
of NARAL Pro-Choice America
further fueled a liberal backlash
against Feinstein (D-Calif.), who
during the Trump presidency has
been a target of critics who say
she has been far too passive in
battling the administration, es-
pecially when it comes to its
judicial nominees.

Liberal activists were irate
about Feinstein’s praise of Re-
publicans — particularly the
committee chairman, Sen. Lind-
sey O. Graham (S.C.) — for how
they had conducted Barrett’s
confirmation hearings, which
concluded Thursday. Barrett is
expected to be confirmed later
this month.

“Amy Barrett and this power
grab pose a grave threat to every
freedom and right we hold dear
and tears the very fabric of our
democracy,” said NARAL’s presi-
dent, Ilyse Hogue. “Americans —
whose lives hang in the balance
— deserve leadership that under-
scores how unprecedented,
shameful and wrong this process
is”

Feinstein, Hogue said, “failed
to make this clear and in fact
offered an appearance of credi-
bility to the proceedings that is
wildly out of step with the Ameri-
can people. As such, we believe

the committee needs new leader-
ship.”

The statement was all the
more remarkable because Fein-
stein has been a longtime advo-
cate of abortion rights. That has
been recognized by NARAL —
every year since 2016, Feinstein
had received a 100 percent on the
abortion rights group’s congres-
sional scorecard, meaning she
sided with NARAL on its legisla-
tive priorities when it comes to
reproductive rights.

Feinstein, 87 and the oldest
member of the Senate, would be
in line to become chairwoman if
Democrats win majority control
in the election.

Aides to Feinstein did not
immediately return a request for
comment Friday, but upon simi-
lar criticism Thursday from the
left, aides pointed to a statement
from the senator saying Demo-
crats achieved their primary goal
— to showcase the threat that

they say Barrett poses to the
future of the Affordable Care Act
and access to abortion.

“The Senate is structured so
the majority had absolute con-
trol over this process,” Feinstein
said. “When Republicans sig-
naled they’d move ahead in the
face of all objections, the only
thing we could do was show this
nominee would radically alter
the court, and we accomplished
that.”

Yet the anti-Feinstein noise
from the left is getting increas-
ingly difficult for Senate Minori-
ty Leader Charles E. Schumer
(D-NY.) to ignore, and it is un-
clear precisely how he plans to
navigate the issue, considering
committee leadership operates
primarily on seniority.

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.),
who served as the Judiciary Com-
mittee chairman for years, has
seniority over Feinstein and
could conceivably reclaim his

position. But he has shown no
signs of wanting to leave his
perch atop the powerful Senate
Appropriations Committee.

Sen. Richard J. Durbin (D-I1.)
is next in line after Feinstein, but
it is unclear whether he can hold
a committee chairmanship while
simultaneously being the Senate
Democratic whip, which is the
No. 2 position in the caucus and
comes with its own security de-
tail. After Durbin is Sen. Sheldon
Whitehouse (D-R.1.), an aggres-
sive senator and favorite of liber-
als who has been a vocal critic of
the conservative judicial appara-
tus, including the Federalist So-
ciety, that has served as a pipe-
line for Trump’s picks to the
bench.

At the conclusion of the hear-
ing, Feinstein thanked Graham
for how he led the proceedings,
and the two senators hugged —
both maskless despite concerns
about the coronavirus pandemic.

“This has been one of the best
Senate hearings I have partici-
pated in,” Feinstein told Graham
in an exchange gleefully promot-
ed by Senate Republicans.
“Thank you for your fairness and
opportunity of going back and
forth. It leaves one with a lot of
hopes.”

Within hours, Demand Justice
— a liberal advocacy group fo-
cused on the judiciary that is led
by a former top Schumer aide —
called on Feinstein to step aside
as the top Democrat on the
committee.

“She has undercut Democrats’
position at every step of this
process, from undermining calls
for filibuster and court reform
straight through to thanking Re-
publicans for the most egregious
partisan power grab in the mod-
ern history of the Supreme
Court,” said Brian Fallon, the
group’s executive director.

seungmin.kim@uwashpost.com

Justices to review plan to exclude undocumented from House apportionment

CENSUS FROM A1

a-decade census has been trans-
formed from a largely bureau-
cratic exercise into the center-
piece of a partisan battle.

The Supreme Court earlier this
week agreed with the Trump ad-
ministration that it could stop the
count of Americans, despite fears
that the novel coronavirus and
other problems will lead to an
undercount of minorities and
those in hard-to-reach communi-
ties. Lower courts had said the
count should continue until the
end of the month. But that might
have made it hard to get the
information to Trump by year’s
end — a timetable that carries
additional importance in an elec-
tion year.

In 2019, the justices rejected
the Trump administration’s plan
to add a citizenship question to
the census form, which experts
said would discourage participa-
tion by both legal and undocu-
mented immigrants. Chief Jus-
tice John G. Roberts Jr. wrote the
5-to-4 decision, saying the admin-

istration did not follow proper
procedure for introducing the
question, and that its rationale
was “contrived.”

“President Trump has repeat-
edly tried — and failed — to
weaponize the census for his at-
tacks on immigrant communi-
ties,” said Dale Ho, director of the
ACLU’s Voting Rights Project,
which is a party to the litigation.
“The Supreme Court rejected his
attempt lastyear and should do so
again. The legal mandate is clear
— every single person counts in
the census, and every single per-
son is represented in Congress.”

The latest controversy involves
the constitutional mandate that
apportionment of seats in the
House of Representatives be
based on the “whole number of
persons in each State.” That has
been interpreted to mean every
resident, regardless of immigra-
tion status.

But this summer, Trump issued
a memorandum that said, for the
first time, “it is the policy of the
United States to exclude from the
apportionment base aliens who

are not in a lawful immigration
status.”

Trump’s memorandum indi-
cated he believed that some states
would be getting more congres-
sional seats than deserved — Cali-
fornia was implied but not named
— because of their numbers of
undocumented residents.

Trump directed Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross to provide
him with two sets of numbers,
one that includes unauthorized
immigrants and one that does
not, “to the maximum extent fea-
sible and consistent with the dis-
cretion delegated to the executive
branch.”

Even the administration does
not indicate how that would be
accomplished, as the census does
not ask about citizenship. “The
Census Bureau is still evaluating
the extent to which, as a practical
matter, administrative records
pertaining to immigration status
can be used to identify and ex-
clude illegal aliens from the ap-
portionment population count,”
acting solicitor general Jeffrey B.
Wall said in a filing to the Su-

preme Court.

Still, Wall said, “there is ample
historical and structural evidence
supporting the president’s policy
determination that the standard
does not apply to all aliens living
within a jurisdiction without the
sovereign’s permission to settle
there”

A coalition of 22 states and the
District of Columbia, 15 cities and
counties and the United States
Conference of Mayors immedi-
ately challenged the memoran-
dum, as did a number of nongov-
ernmental organizations repre-
sented by the ACLU.

“The memorandum imple-
ments a policy that breaks with
more than two hundred years of
history and violates the plain text
and purpose of both the Census
Act and the Constitution,” New
York Attorney General Letitia
James said in a brief filed with the
Supreme Court.

The challengers said in their
brief that California, Texas and
New Jersey would be likely losers
if the entire population is not
used in the calculations. Every 10

years, Congress is reapportioned
because of the census, and a
state’s delegation — and by exten-
sion its clout in the electoral
college — is determined.

States draw their own congres-
sional district lines, and the new
districts would debut in the 2022
congressional elections.

A special three-judge panel of
federal judges in New York — two
nominated by President George
W. Bush and one by President
Barack Obama — agreed with the
challengers. They said in a
lengthy but unsigned opinion
that the question is “not particu-
larly close or complicated” based
on federal law.

“In short,” the judges wrote,
“the secretary is required to re-
port a single set of figures to the
president — namely, the tabula-
tion of total population by states
under the decennial census —
and the presidentis then required
to use those same figures to deter-
mine apportionment using the
method of equal proportions.”

They added: “Legislative his-
tory and settled practice confirm

our conclusion that ‘persons in
each state’ turns solely on resi-
dency, without regard for legal
status.”

The Supreme Court is required
to weigh in on decisions involving
reapportionment, and it must ei-
ther affirm or reverse the panel’s
action.

But the administration will ar-
gue that deciding the case now is
premature. Wall said it is only
“speculative” at this point wheth-
er the states or the groups will be
harmed. “It is still uncertain to
what extent it will be ‘feasible’ for
the executive branch to exclude
illegal aliens from the apportion-
ment base,” Wall wrote.

He said challenges must wait.
“After the secretary submits his
report and any effects of the
Memorandum on apportionment
and funding have been deter-
mined, any injured parties may
seek review, consistent with this
court’s normal approach,” he
wrote.

The case is Trump v. State of
New York.

robert.barnes@washpost.com
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Trump seeks policy turnaround in rebranding as a *great environmentalist

A year in the making,
effort accelerates in
campaign’s final stretch

BY DINO GRANDONI

President Trump is attempting
one of the biggest branding over-
hauls of his career in the waning
weeks of the 2020 campaign —
trying to run as an environmen-
talist after spending four years
aggressively pushing for expand-
ing the use of oil, gas and coal.

Trump, always the self-pro-
moter-in-chief, is seeking to
paint himself as the most envi-
ronmentally friendly president
since Teddy Roosevelt in an effort
to endear himself to voters in
several crucial swing states —
even after his administration has
sought to roll back dozens of
anti-pollution regulations.

“Who would have thought
Trump is the great environmen-
talist?” the president told a
crowd in Florida last month
when announcing, in an about-
face, that he would ban oil drill-
ing off of southern Atlantic states
and in the eastern Gulf of Mexico.
‘And I am.Iam. I believe strongly
in it”

The announcement, which re-
versed an early Trump adminis-
tration effort to open nearly all
federal waters to oil and gas
drilling, is one of the biggest
policy turnarounds of his presi-
dency.

But Trump’s effort to green up
his record is more than a year in
the making, only accelerating in
the final stretch of the race
against Democratic nominee Joe
Biden. The moves are meant to
parry attacks from Biden, who is
ahead in the polls, on Trump’s
environmental record as concern

about climate change grows
among voters — especially young
ones.

“Unlike Joe Biden, who is will-
ing to sacrifice millions of U.S.
energy jobs to appease the radi-
cal left, President Trump and his
administration are promoting
both energy independence and
environmental health through
innovation,” Trump campaign
spokesperson Courtney Parella
said.

Yet Trump’s critics, many of
whom have spent the past four
years saying he has one of the
worst environmental records of
any president in U.S. history, are
highly suspicious of the pivot.
And any last-minute moves, they
say, are too little and too late to
sway to his side many voters
concerned with these issues.

“This is an administration that
spent four years bragging about
how much fossil fuels they can
get into the global economy,” said
Jerry Taylor, a former global
warming skeptic who now advo-
cates for federal climate action as
head of the Niskanen Center.

“At the 11th hour, these ges-
tures, after four loud years of
that, are extremely unlikely to
resonate,” he added.

But this hasn’t stopped Trump
from trying. In addition to the
offshore oil moratorium, Trump
signed a law in August investing
$900 million a year into expand-
ing everything from huge wildlife
preserves to neighborhood base-
ball diamonds, while his Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
backed funding for the restora-
tion of the Great Lakes. Both
moves are stark reversals of the
administration’s previous posi-
tions.

And just this week, Trump
created a new “subcabinet” to
improve water quality and man-
agement and approved an execu-
tive order in support of a plan

backed by House Minority Lead-
er Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) to
plant a trillion trees and suck
carbon dioxide out of the air.

Trump and other Republicans
are responding in part to a voting
public that increasingly sees cli-
mate change as a crisis.

While Democrats and inde-
pendents are more likely to think
humans are warming the planet,
a majority of Republicans —
60 percent — said they believe
that as well, according to a poll
conducted last year by The Wash-
ington Post and the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation.

Yet years of undoing Obama-
era efforts to curb greenhouse
gas pollution from cars and coal-
fired power plants have helped
cement the anti-environment
reputation of Trump’s party.

The Democratic Party holds an
edge of 31 percentage points over
the GOP when registered voters
polled by Pew Research Center
were asked which would be bet-
ter at confronting climate
change. That is the largest differ-
ence between the parties among
a dozen issues included in the
survey over the summer.

Despite his recent backpedal-
ing on some environmental is-
sues, however, Trump has been
unable to maintain a steady mes-
sage when it comes to the biggest
one of them all — climate change.

During the first presidential
debate on Sept. 29, he showed a
fleeting willingness to acknowl-
edge that humans are contribut-
ing to the problem “to an extent.”
But two weeks earlier, he
shrugged off any links between
rising temperatures and natural
disasters during a briefing with
California officials as the state
saw its worst wildfire season on
record. “It will start getting cool-
er,” he said, “you just watch.”

The muddled message could
make his actions even harder to

sell, especially as Biden consis-
tently calls climate change an
“existential threat” and is pro-
posing to spend $2 trillion over
four years to reduce emissions
and prepare for its effects.

“I don’t know why the presi-
dent says certain things that he
says” about climate change, said
Rep. Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.),
a graduate of Yale’s forestry
school who is behind the GOP’s
trillion trees plan.

Westerman suggested Trump’s
moves are informed by his back-
ground as a businessman. “But I
do believe he recognizes a good
deal when he sees one. And I
think when he sees good policy,
like the Trillion Trees Act, and he
sees market-based conservation
ideas, I think those are things
that he will embrace.”

But this has led to a piecemeal
approach. For instance, while
Trump’s executive order notes
that one of the purposes of
planting more trees is to “seques-
ter atmospheric carbon,” it
doesn’t directly mention the un-
derlying problem such an action
is meant to alleviate. “It’s wild
that the executive order doesn’t
use the term ‘climate change, ”
said Kate Kelly, director of public
lands at the Center for American
Progress, a left-leaning think
tank.

George David Banks, who
served as a climate adviser in the
Trump White House during his
first year in office, said that
Trump does not have deep ideo-
logical convictions on climate
change and “doesn’t see the polit-
ical benefit of pushing a climate
change agenda with his base”
“It’s difficult for any Republican
to break through politically in
the minds of voters who place
environment at the top,” Banks
said.

When Trump has tried to turn
over a green new leaf, it’s usually

on local — not global — issues.
When announcing the offshore
oil moratorium in Florida,
Trump emphasized how the ban
would protect “your beautiful
Gulf and your beautiful ocean”
from potential spills — not how it
would forestall emissions from
burning oil and gas.

Expanding offshore drilling
proved to be unpopular among
both Democrats and Republi-
cans, worried about potential
spills soiling tourism-dependent
beaches. And the drop in oil
prices during the coronavirus
pandemic made offshore drilling
less profitable.

And Trump’s August signing of
a major environmental bill, the
Great American Outdoors Act,
that would fully fund the Land
and Water Conservation Fund for
the first time since the 1960s,
appeared designed to help Re-
publican senators.

The White House had earlier
called for slashing money to that
program, but Trump changed his
tune at the behest of Sens. Cory
Gardner (R-Colo.) and Steve
Daines (R-Mont.), whose home
states stand to gain from the
funding. Both GOP lawmakers
are in tough reelection races.

While not officially part of the
Trump campaign, Environmen-
tal Protection Agency chief An-
drew Wheeler went on a whirl-
wind nationwide tour this fall to
issue grants and highlight efforts
to restore the Great Lakes, with
stops in Minnesota, Ohio and
Pennsylvania.

His agency is weeks away from
finalizing a new rule updating
the way water companies test for
lead contamination in drinking
water, a policy meant to tackle
pollution still plaguing Flint,
Mich., and other Midwestern cit-
ies with large African American
populations Trump is trying to
court. “Everyone, regardless of

their Zip code, deserves to have
safe drinking water,” Wheeler
said in Michigan in September.

The move will be a major
update to the nearly 30-year-old
regime for testing for lead. Still,
some say it will not be enough to
stop another generation from
being exposed to the dangerous
neurotoxin linked to develop-
mental problems in children.
“The EPA has waved its hands a
lot and done very little,” said
Ronnie Levin, an instructor at
the Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health who worked as
a scientist at the agency for
37 years.

Historically, it has been tough
for Republicans to win on envi-
ronmental issues. In 1988,
George HW. Bush flipped the
script on Michael Dukakis, blam-
ing the Massachusetts Democrat
for pollution in Boston Harbor.
Once in office, Bush signed into
law a major update to the Clean
Air Act to curb acid rain. Even
with that record, it was hard for
Bush to outflank a Democratic
ticket in 1992 that included Al
Gore, who as a senator from
Tennessee was already known as
an environmental champion.

But Susan McManus, a profes-
sor emerita of political science at
the University of South Florida,
said Trump may have better luck
with his environmental pitch in
the Sunshine State, which is
crucial to his reelection chances.

Republicans are able to win on
environmental issues in Florida,
she said, because of the “extreme-
ly strong linkage” between the
state’s ecology and economy.
“Florida’s economy is totally con-
tingent upon the coastal areas,”
she said. “Whether it’s tourism,
fishing — you name it.”

dino.grandoni@washpost.com

Emily Guskin contributed to this
report.
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Despite Joe Biden’s image as a gentleman, he channels his swagger when his masculinity is questioned.
“I’ve been in a lot of locker rooms my whole life,” Biden added. “I’m a pretty damn good athlete.”

In 2020 race, no country for old men

CAMPAIGN FROM A1l

evoke different brands of manli-
ness — an old-fashioned machis-
mo for Trump, a manly but caring
boy-next-door for Biden.

Trump’s recent experience with
the coronavirus has amplified
that conflict, which in some ways
is a fight over what strength
means in a changing society.
Physical strength is obviously not
synonymous with maleness, but
Trump often uses it as part of his
broader self-portrait as a domi-
nant masculine figure.

“Trump is a more caricatured
version of masculinity — aggres-
sive, physically tough, physically
strong, never back down,” said
Jackson Katz, creator of a forth-
coming documentary called “The
Man Card: Presidential Masculin-
ity from Nixon to Trump.” “What
Biden is offering is a more com-
plex 21st-century version of mas-
culinity. It’s compassion and em-
pathy and care and a personal
narrative of 1oss.”

Trump has embraced a stereo-
typically macho persona since
long before his presidency. He
joined forces with WWE, the pro-
fessional wrestling organization.
He posted images of himself as
fictional prizefighter Rocky Bal-
boa. For a time he co-owned the
Miss Universe Organization, with
its stereotypical notions of men
judging women’s appearances.

In a 2016 primary debate, Sen.
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) became in-
volved in a back-and-forth with
Trump about the size of their
hands, and by extension the size
of their genitalia, something Ru-
bio later said he regretted.

“What we learned in 2016 is it’s
all about those moments when
Trump comes after you and how

do you handle it,” said Alex Co-
nant, who advised Rubio in that
campaign. “He was just throwing
outinsults and mocking people. It
turned out to be really effective. It
worked for him. I don’t know that
would work for another politi-
cian”

In this campaign, Trump has
gone directly at Biden’s physicali-
ty, accusing him with no evidence
of taking performance-enhanc-
ing drugs and depicting him as
frail and slow.

Like many messages associated
with Trump, the chest-beating
can be over the top. Republicans
last month distributed a video of
Trump issuing an expletive-laden
warning to Iran that included
images of a bear growling, Hulk
Hogan ripping off his shirt, a
nuclear bomb erupting, fireworks
exploding, an eagle screaming
and the phrase “BEAST MODE”
flashing across the screen.

Biden has done nothing like
such antics, let alone Trump’s
bragging about grabbing women
by their private parts.

One of Biden's political calling
cards is an expression of empathy
with voters and, unlike Trump, he
is not afraid to show vulnerability
in public. He often tears up as he
speaks of his son Beau, who died
in 2015. He talks of his childhood
stutter and how he worked to
overcome it. He has spoken in the
past of contemplating suicide af-
ter family tragedy. He refers to the
grief he felt when his first wife
and daughter died in a car crash.

But despite Biden’s self-brand-

ing as a more contemporary man,
he can fall into an old-fashioned
swagger.

Pressed last year to release his
medical records to assuage con-
cerns about his health, he first
challenged the premise — “What
the hell ‘concerns, man?” — and
then challenged the reporter:
“You wanna wrestle?”

When an 83-year-old Iowa
farmer questioned his fitness dur-
ing the Democratic primaries,
Biden interjected: “Let’s do push-
ups together here, man. Let’s run.
Let’s do whatever you want to do.”
He talked recently of how he
would want to take Trump “be-
hind abarn somewhere” if the two
weren’t presidential contenders.

More strategically, the Biden
campaign has run ads in Pennsyl-
vania featuring a man with tat-
tooed arms tossing a football with
his son and talking about the
importance of sports — and of his
support for Biden. Other Biden
ads have been compared to Ford
F-150 truck commercials, with up-
beat electric guitar and a gravel-
voiced narrator.

It’s not clear how much tradi-
tional displays of masculinity still
resonate with voters, as women
take on increasingly prominent
roles and old stereotypes fall by
the wayside. From Congress to the
Supreme Court, from business to
sports, women occupy increas-
ingly powerful positions that are
challenging older images of lead-
ership and power.

“The culture is changing and
becoming in some ways more like

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

President Trump “is a more caricatured version of masculinity — aggressive. . . never back down,”
said Jackson Katz, creator of a forthcoming documentary about modern presidential masculinity.

Biden,” Katz said. “But Trump still
clearly has a large appeal to men
who understand the more tradi-
tional appeal of aggression, physi-
cal strength, the willingness to
authorize violence.”

Both Biden and Trump are tar-
geting a swath of White working-
class voters in the industrial Mid-
west, many of whom may have
traditional social values. Biden
allies think his blunt, relatable
style allows him to connect with
such voters; Trump’s supporters
believe his aggressiveness show-
cases him as a powerful leader
willing to bowl over anyone in his
way.

Four years ago, gender dynam-
ics attracted enormous attention
inthe presidential race, especially
in the debates when Trump faced
off against Democratic nominee
Hillary Clinton. Those dynamics
are not absent from this year’s
contest, in part because Biden has
chosen a woman, Sen. Kamala
D. Harris (D-Calif.), as his run-
ning mate.

During the recent vice-pre-
sidential debate, Vice President
Pence repeatedly spoke over Har-
ris. “Mr. Vice President, I'm speak-
ing,” Harris said several times, a
phrase that within minutes was
being sold on T-shirts by support-
ers.

Philippe Reines, who played
Trump in Clinton’s 2016 debate
practice, said he would stand
close to Clinton and try to rattle
her by saying things like, “Are you
okay to keep going?” Trump did
not use those techniques during

the debates, but he moved around
the stage in a way that some
Clinton supporters felt was
meant to intimidate.

“Donald Trump relies on his
size. It’s not as simple as height,”
Reines said. He noted that Trump
is said to weigh about
240 pounds: “That’s a presence. I
think he uses it.”

In his first debate with Biden —
which Trump told the Washing-
ton Examiner beforehand would
be like a “prizefight” between
“gladiators” — Trump appeared
determined to dominate both
Biden and moderator Chris Wal-
lace, repeatedly interrupting
them and ignoring time rules.
Polls suggest the performance
cost him support.

But the Trump-Biden chest-
thumping dates back even to be-
fore Biden was the Democratic
nominee. At an anti-sexual-as-
sault rally in 2018, Biden told a
crowd at the University of Miami,
“If we were in high school, I'd take
him behind the gym and beat the
hell out of him” He later ex-
pressed modest regret for the
comment.

“I’'ve been in a lot of locker
rooms my whole life,” Biden add-
ed. “I'm a pretty damn good ath-
lete. Any guy that talked [the way
Trump does] was usually the fat-
test, ugliest SOB in the room.”

At the time, Trump had a re-
joinder.

“He is weak, both mentally and
physically, and yet he threatens
me, for the second time, with
physical assault,” Trump wrote on

Twitter. “He doesn’t know me, but
he would go down fast and hard,
crying all the way. Don’t threaten
people Joe!”

This year, when Trump started
making Biden’s physical and
mental capacity a focus of his
campaign, Biden responded by
emphasizing his own workout
regimen and asking voters to
compare the two candidates’ fit-
ness.

Biden rides a Peloton bike each
morning and drinks protein
shakes, and campaign aides often
point toward him jogging along
parade routes. Trump, in con-
trast, eschews exercise.

“Look at how he steps, and look
how I step,” Biden told the ABC
affiliate in Harrisburg, Pa., last
month. “Watch how I run up
ramps and he stumbles down
ramps. Okay? C’'mon.”

But since returning to the cam-
paign trail this week, Trump has
resumed touting his own
strength. His campaign website
this week flashed an image of
Trump’s head superimposed on
the muscular, toned body of a
boxer in the ring, with a coronavi-
rus particle dazed and fallen in
the opposite corner. The caption:
“President Trump crushed the
coronavirus.”

And the president is now talk-
ing about his ostensible immuni-
ty from the virus as a kind of
superpower.

“I feel so powerful,” he said
recently in Florida, at his first
rally since leaving the hospital.
“I’ll walk into that audience. I’ll
walk in there. I'll Kiss everyone in
that audience. I’ll kiss the guys
and the beautiful women ... ev-
erybody. I'll just give you a big fat
kiss.”

matt.viser @washpost.com
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BY JACQUELINE ALEMANY

Four years ago, some Republi-
cans who said unsavory things
during the campaign about the
new president worried that such
remarks might ruin their chances
of redemption via employment in
the Trump administration.

Today, some of those same Re-
publicans are now quietly on the
job hunt as President Trump’s
standing in the polls continues to
slide against Democratic nominee
Joe Biden with decision time in
just 18 days. But now, these GOP-
ers are hoping the Trump presi-
dency isn’t a disqualifying blem-
ish on their résumés or Google
footprint as the door revolves the
other way and they seek to land,
once again, in the private sector.

Gaining distance from Trump
and some of his more incendiary
statements is likely to be an easier
task for some alumni than others.

Take Sean Spicer, for example,
the most prominent example of a
former Trump White House offi-
cial whose life after Trump has
been heavily scrutinized. As the
administration’s first press secre-
tary, Spicer was memorialized by
Melissa McCarthy’s brutal satire
on “Saturday Night Live” —
Trump’s gripe with the sendup
was that Spicer was played by a
woman — and for fantastically
clinging to inflated totals of the
crowd size that witnessed Trump’s
inauguration. Spicer later said he
regretted such claims.

Since leaving the administra-
tion three years ago, Spicer has
landed a few gigs on television,
such as a contestant on ABC'’s
“Dancing with the Stars” and a
show on conservative-leaning
Newsmax TV. He has also penned
two books.

Buthis career arc has veered far
from the usual gigs secured by
former White House press secre-
taries and senior administration
officials. There’s been no cushy
landing on K Street or high-profile
consultancy at amajorlobbyingor
public relations firm. It’s a fate
that might befall many others in
Trumpworld if the president loses
— or even if they don’t relish stay-
ing on through a second term.

“There’s always a market for
lobbyists, but look at someone like
Spicer who had high-profile gigs
in the White House and where did
he land?” noted Amanda Carpen-
ter, a Trump critic, CNN contribu-
tor and former aide to Sen. Ted
Cruz (R-Tex.). “He’s a host on
Newsmaxright now. That’snotthe
kind ofleg-up to high-profile com-
munications in the corporate
world that’s the typical path.. .. If
he can’t do it, I think people with
such a high profile will have simi-
lar problems.”

Spicer appreciates the concern
but says he’s doing just fine. He’s
thankful for all of the opportuni-
ties he says he’s had since leaving
the White House. “I'm living a very
happy life and provide for my

In the swamp, it’s sink or swim

As Trump staffers face the possibility of a one-term administration, finding new jobs in Washington could be a challenge — even with a polished résumé

Wi i L
OLIVER CONTRERAS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Hope Hicks is among those who work in the Trump administration who may be trying to figure out their next move if their boss isn’t
elected to a second term. Higher-profile White House officials could have more trouble finding a new job than lower-level staffers.

family and children, and for that I
am very grateful,” said Spicer.

If Trump loses, “it’ll be chal-
lenging for Republicans every-
where” to find a new job, Spicer
added. That’s just the way of
Washington, where people “suck
up to people with power, and they
let go of people who let go of it.”

Over a dozen Republican strat-
egists, former Trump administra-
tion staffers, current Capitol Hill
hands and associates close to the
Trump White House predict that
many graduates of the Trump ad-
ministration could have a tough
time sticking a landing in the pri-
vate sector.

They say Trump’s shaky stand-
inginthe campaign — and his pull
on down-ballot races — is already
making Republicans especially
nervous.

“Quiet conversations in Gmail
are more active now than would
be expected a month before an
election,” said a senior Republican
strategist who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss sensi-
tive conversations. “I have abuddy
in the administration who is start-
ing to quietly move his résumé
around, and he’s noticed people
who he thought would be quicker
to respond to inquiries have been
less so. He called it ‘the Trump
stink. How much Trump stink is
on my résumé right now?’ ”

For some Trump officials, leav-
ing the administration for the cor-
porate world could be seamless

and welcome — a necessary pit
stop to refuel before 2024. And job
churn is always inevitable if
there’s a transfer of power in
Washington.

“Americans have short memo-
ries,” said Rodney Faraon, a for-
mer CIA analyst and member of
the president’s daily brief team in
the Clinton and George W. Bush
administrations, now a partner
with Martin+Crumpton Group.
“One would think that the GOP
would, as John McCain would say,
‘return to normal order;, and then
we can finally debate issues on the
basis of real substance. But that’s
the big $64,000 question. What
happens to the GOP after Trump?”

Former staffers who have de-
parted the administration are al-
ready finding out. There has been
record turnover in what has been
a chaotic and fast-moving admin-
istration.

Some former Trump aides have
landed on their feet. Former sen-
ior Trump economic adviser Kev-
in Hassett is now the managing
director of a consulting firm and a
distinguished visiting fellow at
Stanford University’s Hoover In-
stitute, for instance. Ex-White
House chief of staff Reince Priebus
is president of the Michael Best &
Friedrich law firm. John Martin,
formerly of the Food and Drug
Administration’s legislative af-
fairs shop, is now at CRISPR Ther-
apeutics. And Everett Eissenstat,
Trump’s former economic adviser

on international trade, is now
heading up global public policy at
General Motors. Others have sim-
ply returned to their old jobs, like
former White House counsel Don-
ald McGahn, who is back at Jones
Day.

Some ex-administration and
campaign officials have found ref-
uge in the Trump reelection cam-
paign, the Republican National
Committee or in conservative me-
dia — see Corey Lewandowski,
Sarah Sanders, Jason Miller and
Boris Epshteyn, to name a few.
Others who came to Washington
to work for Trump were never
going to slip in and out of the

institutional D.C. class — and
aren’t likely to try to do so in a
post-Trump world.

And that might be a good thing.
While the revolving door between
government and corporate Ameri-
ca has swung swiftly for decades
and made many former officials
wealthy, it also has been the
source of intense criticism from
good-government groups who
slam its corrupting influence on
public policy.

Republicans say the ex-Trump
aides most successful in transi-
tioning are those who already had
deep Washington connections.
Those aides also stayed further
away from the more controversial
issues and investigations riddling
the White House, these Republi-
cans pointed out.

In several interviews, GOP

sources pointed to Priebus as
someone who successfully avoid-
ed being “viewed as a lunatic,” as a
GOP strategist phrased it. Those
inside the orbit of Vice President
Pence might also be spared of
some of the trickier problems fac-
ing their colleagues. Jarrod Agen,
Pence’s former deputy chief of
staff and communications direc-
tor, is now Lockheed Martin’s vice
president of global media and dig-
ital communications, for example.

“Pence’s staff will be insulated
more,” argued another GOP strat-
egist who still works in Washing-
ton. “Especially as after-action re-
ports come out about the role he
played and the impact he was able
to have on bigger decisions. His
team ends up in a different boat.”

This strategist said more prom-
inent White House aides such as
Mark Meadows and Stephen Mil-
ler may have bigger hurdles than
more anonymous mid-tier aides
seeking a job.

“But I don’t think Stephen Mil-
ler ever foresaw a job on K Street,”
the strategist added.

Kayleigh McEnany, the White
House press secretary, is one of the
most recognizable White House
officials. Carpenter predicts she
will have an even more difficult
time than Spicer if and when she
exits but adds for someone like
McEnany, who made her name
defending Trumpism on cable
news, the benefits of the job might
have outweighed other prospects.

“A lot of people who decided to
work for Trump somehow told
themselves a story that they were
doing a better, higher good de-
fending this man under any cir-
cumstance no matter what,” Car-
penter said. “The [conservative
media] hosts who didn’t want to
do that got wiped out.”

McEnany did not respond to
request for comment. But Trump
staffers like her, who will ultimate-
ly walk away from the White
House with even bigger social me-
dia followings, are likely to fare
just fine as contributors to Trump-
friendly media outlets or by work-
ing with groups aligned with
Trump’s worldview. It’s unclear
how much those groups will thrive
if Trump isn’t in the White House.

And, for some in Trumpworld,
flouting the political-industrial
complex and heading back to New
York might be a relief. That group
could include Trump’s family
members, such as Ivanka and her
husband, Jared Kushner, who
serve as senior White House advis-
ers.

“I don’t think we know precise-
ly what [Ivanka and Don Jr.] will
do, but to just assume that they go
back to Manhattan and are never
heard from again just isn’t realis-
tic,” said Doug Heye, a GOP strat-
egist and former RNC spokesman.
“Regardless, there will be head
scratching and soul searching —
there may be another [RNC] au-
topsy, and there will be that ques-
tion of ‘where do I go to get my
reputation back?’”

A Trump campaign staffer ar-
gued regardless, “the Trump
movement, if he does lose, will not
just go away.”

Trump is “going to get a lot of
votes and win a lot of states, and
there are elected officials who
have tied their boats not just to
Trump but the movement, and
there will be plenty of opportuni-
ties for people to ride that move-
ment,” the staffer added. “But yes,
it is hard to move into the corpo-
rate world. There’s just that stig-
ma of being a Trump person.”

CEOs and businesses have be-
come increasingly critical of the
president for stoking racial ran-
cor. Republicans who now work
with Fortune 500 companies
agree any public defense of Trump
on race and immigration — the
hot-button issues on which Trump
has staked his presidency — are
the most problematic public posi-
tions to have taken for those seek-
ing corporate gigs.

A former longtime intelligence
officer who now works in the cor-
porate world said red lines on
hiring include politicizing intelli-
gence, along with defending
Trump on issues of race.

“If youre against Black Lives
Matter, if youre pro-Proud Boys,
and stuff like that? I won’t look at
you at all,” the former officer not-
ed.

Jjacqueline.alemany
@uwashpost.com

Hogan casts a write-in vote for Ronald Reagan

BY ROBERT COSTA
AND ERIN Cox

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R)
said he “voted for Ronald Reagan”
in this year’s election, writing in
the name of the late president and
conservative icon after concluding
that he could supportneither Pres-
ident Trump nor Democratic nom-
inee Joe Biden.

Hogan’s latest rejection of his
party’s standard-bearer comes as
he works to expand his political
network nationwide ahead of a
possible 2024 presidential bid,
with a flurry of fundraisers this
month for GOP candidates from
Vermont to Nebraska who also
cast themselves as pragmatic Re-
publicans.

Many of the candidates Hogan
is backing frequently come from
centrist enclaves or suburban ar-
eas where the governor said he
“could help a little bit and show
Democrats the kind of Republican
they can feel comfortable voting
for”

Last month, Hogan endorsed
and filmed ads for Sen. Susan Col-
lins (Maine), a New England Re-
publican whoisin atoughrace.On
Thursday, he held a virtual fund-
raiser for Rep. John Katko (R-N.Y.),
a member of the bipartisan Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus.

On Oct. 22, he and Massachu-
setts Gov. Charlie Baker (R) — who
also isn’t voting for the president
— will hold a virtual town hall for
Vermont Gov. Phil Scott (R), who
supported the Trump impeach-
ment probe and has said Trump
“abused his powers” and should
not be in office.

The efforts are a sharp depar-

ture from Hogan’s previous five
years in public office, when he has
mostly eschewed national cam-
paigns and offered only limited
backing of Republican candidates
in his own state.

Until this week, Hogan, who is
term-limited, had been coy about
who he’d support in the presiden-
tial election, telling radio host
Hugh Hewitt in July that he need-
ed to “spend a little more time” on
his decision.

In an interview with The Wash-
ington Post on Thursday, the gov-
ernor said he voted by mail last
week. He said he wrote Reagan’s
name on his ballot because he
wanted to make a statement and
felt he could in a state where the
president is deeply unpopular, and
Bidenled arecent Goucher College
poll by 30 percentage points.

Hogan, 64, called Reagan “my
hero in politics” alongside his late
father, Larry Hogan Sr., whom he
wrote in for president in 2016 after
deciding that he could not support
Trump or then-Democratic nomi-
nee Hillary Clinton. The elder Ho-
gan, who died in 2017, was well
known for being the first Republi-
can in Congress to support Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon’s impeach-
ment in 1974.

“I know it’s simply symbolic. It’s
notgoingtochangetheoutcomein
my state. But I thought it was
important to just cast a vote that
showed the kind of person I'd like
to see in office,” Hogan said of his
ballot this year.

In 2019, Hogan briefly consid-
ered a long-shot primary chal-
lenge to Trump, encouraged by
high-profile Trump critics such as
conservative commentator Wil-
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Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) wanted to make a statement and
felt he could in a state where President Trump is deeply unpopular.

liam Kristol. But he decided
againstit.

Since then, Hogan has built a
national profile as a blunt Trump
critic, clashing repeatedly with the
administration over the presi-
dent’s response to the coronavirus
pandemic. He was among four sit-
ting Republican governors who
did not endorse the push by Trump
and Senate Republicans to con-
firm Supreme Court nominee Amy
Coney Barrett before the election.

Hogan’s latest linking with Rea-
gan is a reminder that as he ex-
plores a future in national politics,
he is trying to balance his centrist
reputation and moderate record
with an appeal to traditional Re-
publicans.

It won’t be easy. Hogan faces a
crowd of other ambitious Republi-
cans who are already busy making
their own pitches to GOP voters,

including Hogan’s close friend
Chris Christie, the former New Jer-
sey governor. Unlike Hogan, most
of these potential candidates are at
least partly allied with Trump, who
has dominated the party since he
won the nomination four years
ago.

Some Republicans nationally
have shrugged at Hogan’s pitch,
balking at the suggestion that he
could win over rank-and-file GOP
voters who roared at Trump’s
hard-line message in 2016 and
have stood by him since he won the
White House.

Within Maryland, however, key
Republicans see Hogan’s cam-
paigning for moderates in other
states as a crucial part of helping
the party move forward.

“Our party will be in a different
place after the election, whomever
wins,” said Maryland House Mi-

nority Whip Kathy Szeliga (R). “He
brings that ability to connect with
a larger audience, which is some-
thing you have to do when you’re a
Republican from a Democratic
state.”

Hogan believes his record en-
ables him to be a player in the
debate over the GOP’s future even
if he has sparred with Trump. He’s
narrowly focused his agenda on
pocketbook issues, trimming reg-
ulations and trying to stave off tax
increases proposed by the Demo-
cratic-controlled legislature.

“I'm a lifelong conservative Re-
publican,” Hogan said on Thurs-
day, rattling off a list of his long-
ago campaign efforts for Reagan.
“Reagan was the guy. I marched
around as a college kid on the floor
of the convention with a Reagan
hatand a Reagan sign.”

Asked ifhe would be tempted by
an offer to serve in Biden’s Cabinet,
should Biden win, Hogan ruled out
the idea and said he is committed
to serving out his term, which ends
in January 2023, and to remaining
a Republican.

Hogan said Reagan’s ability to
appeal to conservatives and blue-
collar Democratic voters remains
his guidebook, both for Maryland
and for the GOP as it looks beyond
Trump.

“People really want someone
who’s pragmatic, who’s not afraid
to compromise,” Hogan said, be-
moaning the “extremes” he sees
with Democrats and Republicans
in Washington. He often touts his
2018 negotiations with Maryland
Democrats to pass a tax on insur-
ance companies, which subsidizes
the rising cost of policies sold on
the health exchange established
through President Barack
Obama’s health-care law.

As governor, Hogan said his pri-
ority remains the pandemic and

related issues in the state. But he
acknowledged that he wants to
keep building political relation-
ships outside of Maryland, with
the intention of establishing a net-
work of like-minded Republicans
who are able to support each other
regardless of who wins the White
House next month.

His political activities were fu-
eled earlier in the year by the re-
lease of his memaoir, “Still Stand-
ing,” and are centered on his na-
tional political group, An America
United, aides said.

Hogan has traveled out of state
to support House GOP candidates,
such as Tom Kean Jr.in New Jersey
and Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.)
in the Philadelphia suburbs.

Kean is the son of former New
Jersey governor Tom Kean Sr., one
of the GOP’s longtime moderate
voices. Fitzpatrick represents a
critical district in one of the na-
tion’s battlegrounds. A former FBI
agent, he is known for being bipar-
tisan and supporting environmen-
tal protections.

A Hogan adviser said the Kean
event on Oct. 5 in Far Hills, N.J.,
was outside with “everyone wear-
ing masks, and it was distanced.”

Hogan said he will hold a virtual
fundraiser for Rep. Don Bacon (R-
Neb.) later this month. While Ba-
con, a retired Air Force brigadier
general, has endorsed Trump, he
—like Hogan — hasurged both the
president and Democrats to be
more civil.

“For the most part, they’re simi-
lar types of guys,” Hogan said.
“They’re fed up with politics as
usual. ... I'm helping Susan Col-
lins and Phil Scott and Tom Kean
and Fitzpatrick because I believe
in them. These are the people the
party needs more of””

robert.costa@washpost.com
erin.cox@uwashpost.com
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(Anon devotees celebrate Trump’s comments on conspiracy movement

BY CRAIG TIMBERG

President Trump’s refusal to
disavow the baseless QAnon con-
spiracy theory in Thursday night’s
nationally televised town hall
event cheered members of the far-
right community, who regarded
his comments as an endorsement
of their movement.

“This was the biggest pitch for
QANON TI've ever seen,” an anony-
mous member of the community
said on the fringe social media site
4chan after Trump’s appearance
on NBC’s prime-time event.

But Trump’s response to a ques-
tion from moderator Savannah
Guthrie offered a shot of valida-
tion from the central figure in the
QAnon cosmology, which portrays
the president a savior waging a
secret war against a cabal of satan-
ic pedophiles, supposedly includ-
ing prominent Democrats and

Hollywood celebrities.

When Guthrie asked the presi-
dent to disavow the conspiracy
theory as “completely not true,”
Trump replied, “I know nothing
about it. I do know they are very
much against pedophilia. They
fight it very hard, but I know noth-
ing aboutit”

A QAnon supporter on 8Kkun,
another fringe site, approved: “I
thought he had the perfect an-
swer.”

Another 8kun user said of
Trump’s reply, “masterfully done
by POTUS” — using an acronym
for president of the United States.

Trump’s comments — and the
reaction generated by them —
echoed his call in last month’s
presidential debate for the Proud
Boys, another far-right group to
“stand back and stand by.” That
line, from which Trump later
sought to distance himself, set off

celebrations across social media
among supporters of the all-male
fringe group that often engages in
street violence.

QAnon, born in October 2017,
has grown sharply in recent
months, buoyed by conspiracies
related to vaccines and the coro-
navirus pandemic and has sharp-
ened its focus on Trump’s reelec-
tion. The election has increasingly
become the focal point of the
movement, which had seen its
popularity skyrocket on the en-
crypted messaging app Telegram
and Facebook, according to re-
search by the SITE Intelligence
Group, which tracks political ex-
tremism.

“It’s beyond words how much
Donald Trump has elevated the
domestic threat that is QAnon,”
said Rita Katz, the executive direc-
tor of SITE. “I’ve never been more
worried for U.S. democracy than I

am now, and it’s disturbing how
much of this fear is coming from
the president himself.”

Although Facebook announced
restrictions on QAnon in August,
SITE’s research documented
sharp growth in the number of
groups devoted to the conspiracy
theory on Facebook and the num-
bers of members of those groups.
Facebook toughened its restric-
tions Oct. 6, imposing a near-total
ban that should make it much
harder for the QAnon to organize
and recruit on the site.

QAnon’s response to Trump’s
comments also could be found on
Instagram, the photo-sharing sub-
sidiary of Facebook, after the NBC
event. One widely -circulated
meme, accompanied by hashtags
affiliated with the conspiracy the-
ory, showed an image of Guthrie
altered to appear demonic, with
red eyes, and called her a “Practic-

ing Satanic Witch.”

The Coalition for a Safer Web, a
nonprofit group that advocates for
technologies and policies to re-
move extremist content from so-
cial media, found that and other
QAnon social media posts cel-
ebrating Trump’s comments.

“They love it,” said the coali-
tion’s president, former U.S. am-
bassador to Morocco Marc Gins-
berg. “It’s ricocheting around all
over the place.”

Much of the QAnon celebration
of Trump’s comments was on Tele-
gram channels based in Germany,
one of several nations where the
conspiracy theory, born in the
United States, has increasingly
taken root.

Trump’s prime-time comments
were in line with mounting offline
signals of the conspiracy theory’s
growing hold among the presi-
dent’s supporters.

In August, the president’s re-
election campaign accepted more
than $1 million from a couple
whose planned September fund-
raiser — which they were to host
for Vice President Pence — was
canceled after the Associated
Press reported that they were vo-
cal supporters of QAnon.

The contributions, from Caryn
and Michael Borland of southern
California, were reflected in cam-
paign finance disclosures made
public on Thursday. Each of the
retirees contributed around half a
million dollars, and their son, who
lists his occupation as “student,”
contributed a similar amount, the
filings show. The couple did not
immediately respond to an email
seeking comment.

craig.timberg @washpost.com

Isaac Stanley-Becker contributed to
this report.

. The question from
White NBC’s Savannah
House Guthrie should
Debrief have been an easy
ASHLEY one.

PARKER Would
——  President Trump
denounce QAnon,

the broad and outlandish
conspiracy theory that, as she put
it, argues that “Democrats are a
satanic pedophile ring, and that
you are the savior of that”?

“Can you just once and for all
state that that is completely not
true?” Guthrie asked Trump on
Thursday night during an hour-
long NBC town hall.

But Trump could not quite
bring himself to denounce the
group.

He feigned ignorance. (“I know
nothing about QAnon.”) He
offered light praise. (“I do know
they are very much against
pedophilia.”) He tried to change
the topic. (“Why aren’t you asking
me about the radical left?”)

Then, finally, the president
offered more mild approbation
for the group, many of whose
members support him and are
visible at his rallies with their
QAnon signs and homemade T-
shirts.

“What I do hear about it is they
are very strongly against
pedophilia, and I agree with that,”
Trump said. “I do agree with that,
and I agree with it very strongly.”

Denouncing white supremacy
and groups like QAnon, which the
FBI has deemed a domestic
terrorism threat, used to be
considered Politics 101 — akin to
kissing babies and posing with
the butter cow at the Iowa State
Fair. But since announcing
himself as a presidential
candidate more than five years
ago, Trump has struggled to
condemn everyone from white
supremacists to dictators and
global strongmen.

Instead, Trump’s approach is
almost purely transactional,
guided by a quid-pro-quo
embrace of just about anyone
who embraces him back.

“Not only does he absolutely
and unequivocally embrace
anyone who will say anything
nice about him at any time —
Hello Kim Jong Un! Hello
Vladmir Putin! — but the
moment that person says
something even just mildly
critical, that’s the end of Trump’s
celebration,” said Tony Schwartz,
who co-wrote Trump’s 1987
bestseller, “The Art of the Deal,”
but has since become a vocal
Trump critic. “He’s always puffing
his chest out, because the
alternative is for it to collapse.”

Despile backlash, Trump embraces
those who embrace him back

STEPHANIE KEITH/GETTY IMAGES

A woman holds a sign for the QAnon conspiracy theory during a pro-Trump rally Sunday in Ronkonkoma, N.Y. President Trump
shied away from completely denouncing QAnon at his town hall Thursday, similar to his response regarding the Proud Boys.

David Axelrod — who served as
senior adviser to former
president Barack Obama —
offered a pithy distillation on
Twitter: “Every major television
event these days, the @POTUS
gives a veiled shout out to some
whacko extremist group. Why?
Because they say nice things
about HIM. Everyone from Putin
and Kim Jung Un to the Proud
Boys and QAnon have figured it
out.”

Trump’s reluctance to disavow
or condemn controversial figures
dates back to at least his 2016
campaign, when he repeatedly
offered less-than-forceful
condemnations of former Ku
Klux Klan leader David Duke.

Asked in 2015 to repudiate
Duke, who had offered Trump
what a Bloomberg News reporter

described as a “quasi-
endorsement,” Trump offered a
lukewarm rebuke.

“Sure, I would do that, if it
made you feel better,” Trump said,
before adding that while he didn’t
know anything about Duke, he
had heard that Duke has praised
him.

“He said I was absolutely the
best of all the candidates,” Trump
said, with apparent pride.

Later, in a lengthy exchange
with CNN’s Jake Tapper in early
2016, Trump again seemed
hesitant to offer an unequivocal
condemnation of Duke and the
KKK.

“Well, I have to look at the
group,” Trump said. “I mean, I
don’t know what group you’re
talking about. You wouldn’t want
me to condemn a group that I

know nothing about. I would
have to look.”

Once in office, the problematic
tendency continued. In 2017, after
arally in Charlottesville
organized by white supremacists
and neo-Nazis turned violent —
leaving one woman dead and 19
people injured — Trump was slow
to condemn white supremacists,
offering three head-spinning
statements in four days.

First, he denounced “this
egregious display of hatred,
bigotry and violence on many
sides,” repeating “on many sides”
a second time for emphasis. Then
—inresponse to widespread
criticism that his initial remarks
were insufficient — Trump issued
a second scripted statement
during a last-minute news
conference: “Racism is evil, and

those who cause violence in its
name are criminals and thugs,
including the KKK, neo-Nazis,
white supremacists and other
hate groups,” he said. And finally,
the president summed up the
incident by arguing that “there’s
blame on both sides” and “very
fine people on both sides.”

Tim O’Brien, a senior
columnist for Bloomberg Opinion
and a Trump biographer who is
critical of the president, said
Trump’s seeming support of
controversial groups stems from
his own self-doubt.

“He’s so deeply insecure and
has this grab bag of uncertainties
about his own abilities that
anyone who shows him fealty or
loyalty, he returns that in spades,”
said O’Brien, who worked for
former New York mayor Mike

Bloomberg’s Democratic
presidential campaign this year.

“Donald Trump has never had
an ounce of morality,” he added.
“There’s no moral compass there;
there’s only a cult of personality.”

In 2018, Sen. Lindsey O.
Graham (R-S.C.), a Trump ally,
tried to push back on allegations
that Trump is racist by arguing
that the president is simply pro-
Trump.

“You can be as dark as charcoal
and lily white; it doesn’t matter as
long as you’re nice to him,”
Graham told CNN’s Dana Bash.
“You can be the pope and criticize
him; it doesn’t matter. He’ll go
after the pope.” (In fact, Trump
has sparred with Pope Francis.)

“What you say about him
matters more than anything else,”
Graham concluded.

Trump has frequently
expressed support and
admiration for strongman
leaders — including Philippines
President Rodrigo Duterte, North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un,
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Egyptian President Abdel
Fatah al-Sissi — in no small part
because those leaders have
flattered him.

More recently, during the first
presidential debate, Trump
offered only a tepid denunciation
of the Proud Boys, a far-right, all-
male group known for its violent
tactics, as well as the group’s
presence at some of Trump’s
rallies.

Asked by the debate
moderator, Fox News’s Chris
Wallace, to condemn the group,
Trump offered words that were as
much a call to action as
condemnation. “Proud Boys —
stand back and stand by,” the
president said.

Schwartz, who is also the
author of a new book, “Dealing
with the Devil: My Mother, Trump
and Me,’ recalled that when he
was working with Trump on “The
Art of the Deal,” Trump would call
him every night and end nearly
all of their conversations with,
“Tony, you're the greatest.”

In listening to Trump talk to
others, Schwartz said, he would
conclude roughly 70 percent of
conversations in a similar
manner — and end the rest by
slamming down the phone.

“So he lives in this utterly
binary world in which you're
either all good because you're for
him or you're all bad because
you’re against him, and there is
no in-between,” Schwartz
explained. “He is without nuance,
heis without subtlety, he is
without shades of gray.”

ashley.parker @washpost.com

U.S. rejects

BY JOHN HUDSON
AND PAUL SONNE

The Trump administration re-
jected a proposal by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin for a one-year
extension of a critical nuclear
arms-control treaty Friday, dim-
ming the chances of a diplomatic
breakthrough before the Nov. 3
U.S. presidential election.

Putin offered to extend New
START, a 10-year treaty that places
limits on the two countries’ nu-
clear warheads, without precondi-
tions at a meeting of his security
council, but national security ad-
viser Robert C. O’Brien called the
proposal a “non-starter.”

“We hope that Russia will re-
evaluateits position before a costly
arms race ensues,’ O’Brien said in
astatement.

The breakdown in negotiations
comes as President Trump, trail-
ing Democratic rival Joe Biden in
national polling, urges his diplo-
mats to bring him foreign policy
victories.

The 2010 treaty, which expires
in February, restricts the number

of deployed strategic nuclear war-
heads and certain launch plat-
forms. If the treaty isn’t extended
or replaced, the world’s two big-
gest nuclear powers will return to
an era without substantive re-
straints on their arsenals for the
first time in decades.

As with other last-minute ef-
forts to forge diplomatic break-
throughs before the election, such
as a rapprochement between Su-
dan and Israel, U.S. diplomats ap-
pear in need of more time to work
out the details.

On Friday, Putin said it would be
“exceedingly sad” if the treaty ex-
pired. His foreign minister, Sergei
Lavrov, blamed U.S. intransigence
for demanding a large number of
preconditions that go beyond the
treaty.

The Trump administration
didn’t start negotiationsin earnest
until earlier this year, prompting
criticism from arms-control advo-
cates who said discussions with
the Russians should have begun
much sooner.

The Trump administration’s
arms-control envoy, Marshall

Billingslea, initially insisted that
China participate in talks. He
wanted any replacement treaty to
include China and to encompass
all of Russia’s nuclear weapons —
not just the “strategic” weapons
covered under New START but
also its sizable stockpile of smaller,
“tactical” nuclear weapons that
fall outside the treaty. Billingslea
also insisted that verification
mechanisms for any follow-on
treaty be strengthened.

Russia rejected the demands,
and China has refused to take part
in negotiations.

Trump then dispatched O’Brien
to meet with his Russian counter-
part, Nikolai Patrushey, early this
month in Geneva.

“We’ve come to a logjam in our
meetings with the Russians on
New START, and so we felt — the
president thought it would be
helpful if I went and spoke to my
counterpart to break the logjam,”
O’Brien said in an Oct. 5 interview
with radio host Hugh Hewitt.

After that meeting and the calls
between Trump and Putin, the
Trump administration thought an

agreement in principle had been
reached, prompting Billignslea to
divert a trip in Asia to Helsinki to
again meet with his Russian coun-
terpart. The administration was
hoping to agree to extend New
START for one or two years and in
the meantime place a freeze on
both countries’ full nuclear arse-
nals, Billingslea told reporters. But
that deal hasn’t materialized.

Speaking Tuesday at the Heri-
tage Foundation, Billingslea reit-
erated that he believed the United
States and Russia had reached an
“agreement in principle at the
highest levels of our two govern-
ments” and said he hoped the
“gentleman’s agreement” would
“percolate down through their sys-
tem so that my counterpart hope-
fully will be authorized to negoti-
ate”

On Friday, Putin made no men-
tion of a mutual freeze on the
countries’ nuclear stockpiles, pro-
posing instead a simple one-year
extension of the treaty with no
conditions while Moscow and
Washington negotiate what comes
next.

Putin’s proposal to extend nuclear arms treaty

The White House rejected the
proposal out of hand, saying it
wanted a more ambitious agree-
ment.

“The United States proposed an
extension of New START for one
year, in exchange for Russia and
the United States capping all nu-
clear warheads during that peri-
od,” O’Brien said. “This would have
been a win for both sides, and we
believed the Russians were willing
to accept this proposal when I met
with my counterpart in Geneva.”

Thetreatyincludes a clause that
allows the leaders of both nations
to extend the agreement by five
years without requiring ratifica-
tion. Both Putin and Biden have
said they would agree to the five-
year extension.

Despite the apparent break-
down in talks on Friday, Washing-
ton and Moscow could still revive
the negotiations before the elec-
tion. But the Russians have an
incentive to wait and see the out-
come of the vote, because Biden so
far has signaled his willingness to
extend the current treaty as it
stands. If Biden wins, he would

have about two weeks after inau-
guration to extend the pact.

Billingslea initially warned that
the Russians would pay a price if
they didn’t agree to a deal before
the election and Trump emerged
victorious, buthelater appearedto
back off that threat.

“We can have a deal tomorrow,
or we can have a deal whenever.
We're ambivalent,” Billingslea said
Tuesday. “The ball is in Russia’s
court, but I do think this will be in
Russia’s interest ultimately, so
hopefully they’ll take the deal.”

While it is unclear how much
significance American voters
place on U.S. foreign policy, Trump
hassoughtto showcase his skills as
apeacemakerinthe final stretch of
the election.

Last month, he tweeted that
U.S. troops “should” come home
from Afghanistan by Christmas, a
timeline his military leaders have
questioned. He also previewed
that “five or six” nations were
poised to make normalization
agreements with Israel following
the U.S.-brokered deals with the
United Arab Emirates and Bah-
rain, but those have yet to materi-
alize.

Jjohn.hudson@washpost.com
paul.sonne@washpost.com
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THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Doctors search for treatments for covid-19 *long-haulers’

VIRUS FROM Al

country, in every language,” said
Igor J. Koralnik, who started a
program for covid-19 neurocogni-
tive problems at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital in Chicago,
one of numerous post-covid-19
clinics opening in the country.
“It’s going to be a big problem. It’s
not going to go away.”

Chiluisa’s care is coordinated
by the Winchester Chest Clinic at
Yale New Haven Hospital. The
Center for Post-Covid Care oper-
ated by the Mount Sinai health-
care system in New York City
boasts on its website that it has
clinical specialists from 12 disci-
plines. Penn Medicine’s clinic in
Philadelphia bills itself as a “post-
covid assessment and recovery
clinic”

While doctors have accumulat-
ed many years of experience in
the long-term management of
diseases such as diabetes and
renal failure, they have no such
expertise in covid-19, which is
barely 10 months old.

“The patients are very scared
because nobody has very clear
answers for them,” said Denyse
Lutchmansingh, Chiluisa’s pul-
monologist. “They are happy to
feel heard. They are happy that
people are trying to help them.
But at the end of the day, [they
would] like to be told for sure:
‘This is what is going to happen to
you. This is not what is going to
happen to you.’ And that’s the part
that’s difficult for us in medicine,
because it’s not completely clear.”

Clinicians have learned, for ex-
ample, that a wide spectrum of
patients experience long-term
symptoms, from those who were
hospitalized to those who had
mild bouts, from the young to the
old. Southern Connecticut was
hit early in the pandemic, when
the virus was overwhelming the
greater New York City area and
relatively little was known about
the course of the disease.

“The symptoms that they have
span every organ system,” said
Jennifer Possick, the Winchester
Chest Clinic’s medical director. “It
has so many more faces than I
thought it would.”

No one knows how many long-
haulers there may be, although a
British team recently estimated
that as many as 10 percent of the
people who contract the disease
suffer prolonged symptoms. In
July, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention reported that
35 percent of people who had
mild versions of covid-19 had not
returned to their pre-disease
state of health two to three weeks
later.

Many long-haulers have orga-
nized online support groups, such
as Survivor Corps and Body Poli-
tic, to share tips and discuss
symptoms.

Chiluisa’s family moved from
Ecuador to Connecticut when he
was 11, and he grew up in the area.
He worked as an EMT, owned a
bakery and then went back to
school to become a CT scan tech-
nician at Yale New Haven Hospi-
tal.

He was in the hospital’s emer-
gency department in early March
when the virus struck the region.
Exposed to a positive patient, he
came down with mild symptoms
— aches, low-grade fever and
some sweating, he said. By the
time he could get tested, the re-
sult came back negative. Lutch-
mansingh said she will never
know whether Chiluisa was in-
fected then by the novel coronavi-
rus or some other pathogen.

In May, however, there was no
doubt. Chiluisa awoke sweating
profusely, with a fever of 103
degrees. This time, he tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus.

He was hospitalized for seven

PHOTOS BY STAN GODLEWSKI FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Physical therapist Catherine Rives works with Eddie Chiluisa at Yale New Haven Hospital’s Winchester Chest Clinic in New Haven, Conn. Chiluisa, a 51-year-old employee at
the hospital, is receiving care from a team of specialists through the clinic’s Post-Covid-19 Recovery Program. “The disease, it wears on you — body, mind and spirit,” he said.

Pulmonologist Denyse Lutchmansingh meets with a patient in the
post-covid-19 program. “The patients are very scared,” she said.

days, five of them in intensive
care, where he directed doctors
not to put him on a ventilator,
regardless of how severe his ill-
ness became. He feared the conse-
quences of sedation and intuba-
tion more than the alternatives,
he said.

Instead, physicians treated
him with a combination of drugs:
remdesivir; tocilizumab, a drug
used to combat rheumatoid ar-
thritis and other autoimmune
disorders; convalescent plasma; a
steroid; and even hydroxychloro-
quine, the drug President Trump
erroneously touted as a therapy
for the disease. The drug was later
removed from Yale’s treatment
regimen when research showed it
had no value and could harm
patients.

“The doctor said: ‘We’re going
to give you a cocktail. If it works,
you live. If it doesn’t work, then
youdie, ” Chiluisarecalled. “And I
agreed with him, because I didn’t
want to be intubated.”

Chiluisa’s 24-year-old son be-
came infected as well, but his wife

and two daughters did not get the
disease.

Chiluisa recovered and was re-
leased from the hospital — only to
be readmitted for a day in June
when the oxygen in his blood
dropped to dangerously low lev-
els. He was released again and has
consistently tested negative, but
he has never felt well.

Chiluisa seems to embody
much of the worst the virus can
do. His heart races. His lungs are
inflamed. His chest aches and
feels constricted. Even now, he
coughs up a thick mucus that is
becoming worse despite a variety
of treatments. His sense of taste,
which did not disappear as it has
in some other covid-19 patients,
has been altered.

Most ominously, an MRI shows
that the white matter of his brain
is littered with tiny lesions that
may be the cause of neurological
problems, including memory
lapses, trouble concentrating, dif-
ficulty finding words and stutter-
ing. He has insomnia, depression
and anxiety, and other symptoms

that resemble post-traumatic
stress disorder.

The brain lesions are more
commonly found in older people,
or those with uncontrolled meta-
bolic disorders such as diabetes
or chronic high blood pressure,
said his neurologist, Arman Fe-
sharaki-Zadeh. Chiluisa has no
such underlying conditions.

If the brain is a series of inter-
connected highways, each lesion
is a work zone that slows the flow
of information, Fesharaki-Zadeh
said. They also may make Chilui-
sa prone to dementia at an earlier
age.

“For someone without a his-
tory of metabolic disorder . . . for
his brain to look the way it did to
me was quite striking,” he said.
No one knows whether Chiluisa’s
dysfunctions are permanent or
progressive, or whether his brain
will find new paths around the
obstacles and restore his ability to
live and work normally.

Chiluisa’s heart and lung prob-
lems present other mysteries. De-
spite some lingering bacteria in
his lungs that have resisted anti-
biotic treatments, Chiluisa per-
forms relatively normally on tests
of pulmonary and cardiac func-
tion.

But instead of progressing, his
condition has fluctuated unpre-
dictably as the months have
passed. He becomes winded and
exhausted quickly. His blood
pressure rises rapidly.

“He has a lot of symptoms that
are ongoing, that are seemingly
suggestive of an underlying heart
condition, but our testing, for the
most part, has been normal,” said
Erica Spatz, an associate profes-
sor of cardiovascular medicine at
the Yale School of Medicine who
is Chiluisa’s cardiologist.

It’s possible, she said, that the
virus has disrupted Chiluisa’s au-
tonomic nervous system, which
controls functions such as heart
and respiratory rates. Or perhaps
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Chiluisa’s own immune and in-
flammatory response to the viral
attack did the damage.

The symptoms are probably
not permanent, Spatz said, butit’s
not clear how long they may last.

“This feels very hard, because
we don’t know,” she said. “And
we're learning as we go, and we’re
learning from our patients and
with our patients about their ex-
periences. And that’s very unset-
tling as a physician, to not feel
that you’re ahead.”

Similarly, Lutchmansingh has
no conclusive explanation for
why Chiluisa can become so short
of breath that he briefly put him-
self on supplemental oxygen on
two recent occasions.

“Edison’s normal, run-of-the-
mill lung-function testing is nor-
mal,” she said. “But he clearly
doesn’t feel well. We've [exam-
ined] the usual already. Now
we’re going to the unusual.” She
said she is exploring whether the
muscles that aid the lungs in
respiration are working normally.

For Chiluisa and his family, the
disease — along with the worry it
has caused, including over finan-
cial issues — has become exhaust-
ing.
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At one point in his convales-
cence, he said, he ran through his
paid time off and Yale stopped
paying him. Currently, the state of
Connecticut’s medical insurance
program is picking up his costs,
but he believes Yale will eventual-
ly have to pay the tab because he
was exposed in the workplace.
Still, he frets that a financial bur-
den will fall on him and his family.

A spokeswoman for the hospi-
tal declined to discuss Chiluisa’s
employment history.

Worried about reinfection, an
extremely unlikely possibility,
Chiluisa is also uncomfortable
working at the hospital, where he
currently performs administra-
tive duties. And since he is still
coughing, he also doesn’t like
being around other people. En-
couraged by his family, he is con-
templating  another career
change.

“Psychologically, I'm not ready.
Physically, I'm not ready,” he said.
“The psychological is even worse
than the physical part. You feel
afraid, afraid to go back to the
[emergency department].

“So my mental state is ‘I don’t
want to die’ Put it that way.”

leonard.bernstein @washpost.com

Pfizer: Vaccine candidate won't be ready for approval until late November

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer on
Friday dashed prospects for a cor-
onavirus vaccine being approved
before the election with an open
letter explaining the company
would not apply for regulatory
clearance for its vaccine candidate
until the third week of November
at the earliest.

President Trump has for
months suggested a vaccine could
be imminent, raising concerns
that political pressure could force
a vaccine through the regulatory
process prematurely so that it
would be approved by Election
Daywithout evidence that it is safe
and effective. Friday’s announce-
ment from Pfizer, which designed
its trial to allow earlier and more
frequent peeks at the data than
the others in late-stage testing,
puts those concerns to rest.

Chief executive Albert Bourla

wrote in the letter that while the
company projects it may have
enough data to determine wheth-
er the vaccine is effective in Octo-
ber, there will not be sufficient
safety follow-up to satisfy criteria
laid out by the Food and Drug
Administration until late Novem-
ber.

“Akeypoint that I'd like to make
clear is that effectiveness would
satisfy only one of the three re-
quirements and, alone, would not
be enough for us to apply for
approval for public use,” Bourla
said. “Safety is, and will remain,
our number one priority.”

The letter was welcomed by
Eric Topol, a physician-scientist at
Scripps Research Translational
Institute who joined other experts
in writing to Bourla in late Sep-
tember, asking the company not to
seek authorization for a vaccine
before late November. Topol re-
cently had a virtual meeting with

company executives to express his
concerns and said he was frustrat-
ed they would not answer directly
whether they would seek broader
use of a vaccine before Nov. 3.

Bourla’s emphasis on having
data in October “is what got many
of us concerned, whether it was
inadvertently playing into the po-
litical pressure or just because the
incentives were aligned,” Topol
said. “I thought [the letter] was
very good. I wish it had been done
potentially even earlier.”

Bourla made clear that while
the company won’t seek approval
until reaching the safety thresh-
old, it could announce data on
whether the vaccine candidate
works before the election.

Pfizer’s trial will ultimately in-
clude 44,000 study subjects, with
half receiving two shots of its ex-
perimental vaccine and the other
half receiving placebo inocula-
tions. Neither participants, study

investigators nor company execu-
tives know who received a vaccine
and who did not. But periodically
throughout thetrial, an independ-
ent committee is examining the
data to see whether the vaccine is
protecting participants from in-
fection, as demonstrated by far
fewer cases of covid-19, the disease
caused by the virus, in those get-
ting the shots than those receiving
a placebo.

“In the spirit of candor, we will
share any conclusive readout
(positive or negative) with the
public as soon as practical, usually
a few days after the independent
scientists notify us,” Bourla wrote.

The FDA in October issued
guidance explaining the criteria
for an emergency use authoriza-
tion, saying a vaccine given to
healthy people will be held to a
higher standard than the typically
lowthreshold that a medical prod-
uct “may be effective” for emer-

gency use. The agency put forth a
requirement — despite White
House objections — that vaccine
candidates must have a minimum
of two months of follow-up data
on half of the participants in the
study.

Pfizer will not have such data
until the third week of November.
Moderna, a biotechnology compa-
ny, will not have enough safety
datato apply for regulatory autho-
rization until two days before
Thanksgiving, according to
spokesman Ray Jordan. Two other
late-stage vaccine trials, from As-
traZeneca and Johnson & John-
son, are paused because of poten-
tial safety concerns and have pre-
viously predicted readouts from
their trials around the end of the
year.

White House spokesman Judd
Deere said the Trump administra-
tionhas expedited development of
safe and effective treatments and

vaccines that normally would
have taken years.

“The President continues to be
optimistic that we will have one or
more vaccines very soon, before
the end of the year,” Deere said in
an email.

As it has become clear that a
vaccine is almost certainly out of
reach before the election, Trump
has pivoted to talking about an
experimental treatment that he
received, monoclonal antibodies,
which he compared to a cure.

“I heard about this drug. I said,
‘Let me take it, ” Trump said in a
video posted to social media short-
ly after he received an infusion of
the laboratory-made antibodies.
“If T didn’t catch [coronavirus],
we’d be looking at that like a num-
ber of other drugs. But it did a
fantastic job. 'm going to get for
you whatIgot. I'm going to make it
free”

carolyn.johnson@uwashpost.com
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BY DANIELLE PAQUETTE

DAKAR, SENEGAL — One presi-
dent is 82. The other is 78.

They’ve both held power for a
decade, the maximum their con-
stitutions allow. But they’re still
running this month for fiercely
contested third terms.

Alpha Condé, the leader of
Guinea, and Alassane Ouattara,
the head of Ivory Coast, are vying
to extend their tenures on Sun-
day and Oct. 31, respectively,
setting off pre-election protests
that have left dozens dead across
their countries.

The tension is soaring at a
fragile moment for West Africa.

A coup d’etat in neighboring
Mali brought Ibrahim Boubacar
Keita’s second term to a dramatic
end in August, raising concerns
about a power vacuum as the
nation struggles to fend off fight-
ers linked to al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State.

Guinea and Ivory Coast also
are vulnerable to attacks, ana-
lysts say.

Fellow heads of state in West
Africa have urged Condé and
Ouattara to reconsider, warning
that regional stability is at stake.

“We need to adhere to the
constitutional provisions of our
countries, particularly on term
limits,” Nigerian President Mu-
hammadu Buhari told his coun-
terparts at a meeting last month.
“This is one area that generates
crisis and political tension in our
subregion.”

Yet Condé and Ouattara say
constitutional changes have re-
set the clock on the number of
terms in office they are legally
allowed — claims their oppo-
nents have loudly rejected. Nei-
ther has shown signs of backing
down as voters prepare to head
to the polls.

Unrest could provide an op-
portunity for militants who are
already creeping toward the
coastal states. Ivory Coast, for
instance, endured its deadliest
attack in four years this summer
when suspected al-Qaeda loyal-
ists ambushed an army outpost
near the country’s northern bor-
der, Killing 14 soldiers.

“These violent people build on
local disagreements,” said Ma-
thias Hounkpe, who leads the
political governance program at
the Open Society Initiative for
West Africa, a pro-democracy
group in Dakar. “Security forces
will be mobilized to control the
political situation instead of
looking for extremist hot spots.”

The extremists put down roots
in Mali nearly a decade ago after
the collapse of the Libyan gov-
ernment and gained influence by
exploiting ethnic clashes — using
a strategy of picking sides and
offering protection.

They have since spread into
Niger and Burkina Faso, where
the number of attacks has more
than doubled in the past year.

The conflict killed at least
4,825 people in 2019, according
to a tally by the Armed Conflict
Location & Event Data Project,
and the death toll this year had
reached 5,365 by October, driven
in part by the armed responses of
state security forces.

Economic damage from coro-
navirus lockdowns, meanwhile,
threatens West Africa’s capacity
to strike back: The regional econ-
omy, once forecast to grow by
4 percent this year, is on track to
shrink by 2 percent.

“I urge us all to resist the
temptation of seeking to perpet-

Out of terms, two West African
presidents are running anyway

Tension soars in fragile moment for region as Guinea, Ivory Coast leaders try to retain power

ISSOUF SANOGO/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

Ivory Coast’s Alassane Ouattara, 78, who vowed to quit after
a second term, is now seeking reelection in an Oct. 31 vote.
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Guinea’s Alpha Condé, 82, pushed through a constitutional
referendum measure allowing him to run in Sunday’s vote.
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A man in Guinea’s capital, Conakry, sits in front of posters publicizing Condé’s reelection campaign. Condé’s run for a third
term and a similar bid by Ivory Coast’s president have been denounced as threatening democracy and inviting violence.

uate ourselves in power,” the
Nigerian president said in his
September speech, adding that
West Africa “cannot afford an-
other political crisis.”

Ivory Coast’s last political cri-
sis triggered a civil war that
killed approximately 3,000 peo-
ple and forced hundreds of thou-
sands from their homes.

That conflict erupted when
President Laurent Gbagbo re-
fused to step down after losing
the 2010 election to Ouattara.
(Gbagbo now lives in exile in
Belgium.)

Ouattara pledged to leave of-
fice at the end of his second term.
Then his chosen successor, Prime
Minister Amadou Gon Coulibaly,
died of a heart attack.

“We need to adhere to the
constitutional provisions of our

countries, particularly on term limits.

This is one area that generates

crisis and political tension in our

subregion.”

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari,
addressing his counterparts in West Africa
at a meeting in September

“President Ouattara is com-
mitted to passing a strong de-
mocracy on to the next genera-
tion,” Patrick Achi, the minister
of state and secretary general of
Ivory Coast, said in an email.
“However, Gon Coulibaly’s sud-
den and tragic death in July, just
12 weeks before the election,
changed the stakes, robbing Ivo-
ry Coast of a leader capable of
maintaining the socio-economic
progress of the last decade.”

OQuattara’s main opponents
are former prime minister Pascal
Affi N’Guessan and former presi-
dent Henri Konan Bedie, and at a
joint appearance on Thursday,
they called on their supporters to
boycott the election and “block
this electoral coup d’etat,” as Affi

N’Guessan declared.

Former first lady Simone
Gbagbo — who, like her husband,
was acquitted of charges of
crimes against humanity and
was granted amnesty by Ouat-
tara — has called for the election
to be postponed, saying she
wants the country to avoid an-
other round of bloodshed.

Several people have died in
clashes since OQuattara an-
nounced his candidacy, and hun-
dreds have been injured.

“We must stop this,” Simone
Gbagbo said in an interview. “It
only hurts the people, the coun-
try”

Ouattara’s team denied in-
volvement in the violence.

“The president strongly con-
demned the unfounded accusa-
tions which suggest that the
security forces have killed dem-
onstrators,” Achi said. “He de-
plored the loss of life.”

In Guinea, people once
praised Condé as the first presi-
dent since independence in 1958
to win office through free elec-
tions.

Now critics accuse him of
exploiting the pandemic to stay
in power.

As West Africa recorded its
first coronavirus cases in March,
the Guinean leader pushed
through a constitutional referen-
dum measure allowing him to
seek reelection. His government
ordered protesters to stay home,
citing public health measures,
and deployed soldiers as
enforcers. (Condé’s office did not
respond to requests for com-
ment.)

Over the past year, at least 50
people have died in clashes with
security forces and counterpro-
testers, according to a report this
month from Amnesty Interna-
tional.

“It is not conceivable that, in a
normal country, there are so
many deaths without any investi-
gation being carried out to iden-
tify the perpetrators,” Condé’s
top opponent, Cellou Dalein Di-
allo, said at a news conference
last month in Dakar.

U.N. officials expressed alarm
last week at what they described
as “dangerous” hate speech
ahead of Guinea’s election as the
bashing of ethnic groups
emerged in national dialogue.
(Condé’s primary supporters are
the Malinke people, and Diallo
draws more Fulani backers.)

“We fear what comes next,”
said Makalé Camara, one of the
11 candidates running against
Condé for the presidency. “Even
if you work for the administra-
tion, you have to submit to the
president or you will be fired or
jailed.”

Presidential term limits are
widely considered to be corner-
stones of peace. Nine of the 10
nations facing civil conflicts on
the continent are those without
term limits, according to the
Africa Center for Strategic Stud-
ies in Washington.

A violent response to protests
erodes public trust and distracts
from other dangers, said Rinaldo
Depagne, the West Africa project
director at the International Cri-
sis Group, a nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on conflict resolu-
tion.

“The force you are using to
repress your own people,” Dep-
agne said, “you are not using it to
control your borders.”

danielle.paquette @washpost.com

Borso Tall contributed to this report.

AFGHANISTAN

Taliban agrees to halt
attacks in Helmand

The Taliban said on Friday
that it has agreed to suspend
attacks in southern Afghanistan
that have displaced thousands
this week — but only after the
United States promised to halt
all strikes and night raids in
keeping with the peace
agreement it signed with the
insurgents in February.

The United States has
been conducting airstrikes in
support of Afghan forces trying
to repel Taliban assaults in
Helmand province that
threatened to derail efforts to
end Afghanistan’s 19-year war.

The Taliban pledge came after
ameeting with U.S. peace envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad and Gen.
Austin Miller, commander of U.S.
troops in Afghanistan, a Taliban
figure familiar with the talks
said. He spoke on the condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to talk to the media.

The Taliban agreed to suspend
its operations after the United
States said it would end drone
strikes on insurgent positions, as
well as night raids and air

assaults, the Taliban figure said.

Helmand has been the scene
of a blistering Taliban assault
since last week, with rocket
attacks from the Taliban and
retaliatory airstrikes from U.S.
and Afghan aircraft forcing over
5,600 families from their homes.

The flare-up came even as the
Afghan government and the
Taliban are holding peace talks
in Qatar, where the Taliban has a
political office.

— Associated Press

SOUTH AFRICA

Racial tensions rise
over farm killing

A tense standoff between
White farmers and Black
activists gripped the South
African town of Senekal on
Friday as two men accused of
killing a White farm manager
were to appear in court.

More than 100 police officers
patrolled the area in front of the
courthouse in Free State
province and used barbed wire
to separate the rival groups.

Sekwetjie Mahlamba and
Sekola Matlaletsa appeared in
the magistrates’ court on charges
of killing Brendin Horner, 21, on

LILLIAN SUWANRUMPHA/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES

Pro-democracy protesters push back at riot police as they fire water
cannons in Thailand’s capital, Bangkok. Protests persisted Friday in
defiance of an emergency decree, with activists seeking the prime
minister’s removal, limits on the king’s power and new elections.

Oct. 1. Their request for bail was
postponed until Tuesday.

About 250 White farmers
gathered to protest the Killing,
saying police do not adequately
protect White farmers. In a
hearing last week, a group of
White farmers stormed the court
and burned a police vehicle.

The Economic Freedom
Fighters, a leftist opposition
party, mobilized about 1,000 of
its supporters to challenge the
White farmers in front of the
court. They shouted slogans
calling for South Africa’s land to
be returned to Black residents.

— Associated Press

Europeans condemn Israeli
settlement plans: Israel’s plans
to advance the building of
thousands of settlement units in
the occupied West Bank drew
European condemnation as
approvals for constructions hit a
record high in 2020. A joint
statement by foreign ministry
representatives for Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, and
Spain warned that the building
perpetuates the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and further
threatens the viability of a two-
state solution. The warning came
after Israel on Thursday pressed
forward on plans for more than
3,000 West Bank settlement
homes. The Palestinians claim all
of the West Bank, captured by
Israel in the 1967 Middle East
war, as part of a future
independent state.

Turkey detains man suspected
of spying for UAE: Turkish
intelligence has arrested a man
suspected of spying on Arab
dissidents in Turkey on behalf of
the United Arab Emirates, a
senior Turkish government
official said. The suspect, who
has not been identified, allegedly
infiltrated expatriate Arab
dissident and journalist groups

in Turkey, the official said.
The man traveled to Turkey
using the passport of an Arab
country other than that of the
UAE. He confessed to the
accusations of spying and
“provided a trove of documents”
proving his affiliation with the
UAE intelligence, said the
official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity in line
with Turkish government
protocol.

Berlin court suspends bar
curfew: A Berlin court
suspended a late-night curfew
on bars and restaurants,
following other courts in
overturning government-
imposed measures meant to
contain the spread of the
coronavirus. Berlin imposed the
11 p.m.-to-6 a.m. curfew a week
ago to tackle surging new
infections. The court said there
was no evidence that bars and
restaurants that comply with
existing rules on mask-wearing
and social distancing
contributed to any increase in
infection rates. The ruling was in
response to legal action brought
by 11 restaurant owners.

— From news services
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Bolivian election to be test for socialism, and democracy

Many fear results in
bitter presidential contest
could spark violence

BY MONICA MACHICAO
AND ANTHONY FAIOLA

LA PAZ, BOLIVIA — Half a century
after the execution of leftist fire-
brand Ernesto “Che” Guevara in
the Bolivian jungle, the forces of
the political right and left are once
again waging ideological war in
thisimpoverished Andean nation.

Bolivia is heading toward a bit-
terly disputed presidential vote
Sunday, the outcome of which
could spark violence regardless of
the winner. The vote pits the so-
cialists of Evo Morales, who ran
the country for 13 years before he
fled it last year, against rivals who
arelaboringto thwart their return
topower. Each side claims that the
other is planning to cheat to win,
setting up a tense day of voting
that could serve as the start of a
prolonged struggle for the presi-
dential sash.

The result could have broad
implications across the region.
Bolivian elections are seen as a
referendum on Latin American
socialism and a gauge of the
strength of democracy in a part of
the world that has grown increas-
ingly disillusioned with it.

Perhaps more than anything,
Bolivia presents a window into a
deeply polarized society, where
elections are fought in ugly,
threatening language and waged
with seemingly existential stakes.

“In a way, it’s very similar to the
U.S. presidential race,” said Diego
von Vacano, a political analyst
who provided informal advice to
the campaign of socialist front-
runner Luis Arce. “Bolivia and the
United States are very different in
terms of development and democ-
racy, but in terms of polarization,
and rival claims of fraud ahead of
thevote, they are nowin compara-
ble situations.”

The special election to choose a
permanent successor to Morales
was delayed several times amid
Bolivia’s coronavirus outbreak.

Arce, a 57-year-old economist,
is trying to reclaim the Bolivian
presidency for Morales’s Move-
ment Toward Socialism, or MAS.
Arce’s main opponents, the cen-
trist former president Carlos
Mesa, 67, and right-wing national-
ist Luis Fernando Camacho, 41,
have embraced acommon refrain:
For the good of Bolivia’s future,
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An elections worker checks boxes of voting materials Friday in La Paz. Sunday’s election pits the socialists of ousted president Evo Morales
against rivals who want to thwart the party’s return to power. The result could have broad implications for politics across Latin America.

the socialists must be stopped.
“This is a vote that has to do
with democratic consciousness,”
Mesa said this week on Bolivian
television. “I have one adversary.
The country has one adversary
that must be defeated democrati-
cally at that the ballot box. The
Movement Toward Socialism.”
Nevertheless, polls suggest the
socialists remain the most popu-
lar political force in Bolivia, if not
quite as popular as they once
were. Morales, a larger-than-life
figure long viewed as a standard-
bearer of the Latin American left,
won reelection in 2009, for in-
stance, with 62 percent of the vote.
A major opinion poll recently
showed the socialists well below
that level. But Arce still appears
close to the threshold for a first-
round win: 40 percent of the vote
with a 10-point margin of victory.
If no candidate meets that bar
on Sunday — Mesa has claimed
that internal polls show him flirt-
ing with a first-round victory, too
— the race goes to a runoff next
month. Polls suggest a second
round would almost surely pit
Arce against Mesa, who would

probably have the edge as a divid-
ed opposition potentially coalesc-
es around him.

The big question is whether
cool heads will prevail as ballots
are cast and counted on Sunday.
Last year’s vote was marred by
violence. Morales, who was seek-
ing a controversial fourth term,
appeared tobeheaded to anarrow
first-round victory when the Or-
ganization of American States re-
ported serious irregularities.
Clashes between Morales’s sup-
porters and opponents intensi-
fied, the police and military with-
drew their support, and he fled
into exile, decrying a “coup.”

Analyses published by The
Washington Post and the New
York Times have since cast doubt
on the OAS findings. But a subse-
quent report by the European
Union also noted “errors and ir-
regularities” in the vote.

Morales has been barred from
running on Sunday. Now in Ar-
gentina, he’s been the MAS cam-
paign manager.

Arce suggested that his oppo-
nents were orchestrating a plan to
stop him from winning in the first

round. He decried the return of
OAS observers as an “offense to
the Bolivian people.”

The OAS did not respond to a
request for comment.

“We are already predicting the
attitude of the losing right-wing
parties,” Arce told The Post. “They
are going to say that there willbe a
second round, when there will be
no second round. We are clear on
that.”

Suggestions by socialist mili-
tants that they will take to the
streets if Arce fails to win in the
first round have fanned concern
of areplay of last year’s violence —
as have fears that right-wing para-
military groups may seek to do the
same.

“I feel panic,” said Valeria Soru-
co, 37, who joined anti-Morales
demonstrations in La Paz last
year. She said she saw socialist
supporters attack the home of her
neighbor Waldo Albarracin, a Mo-
rales critic and human rights ac-
tivist. “I am sure that MAS is not
going to remain calm. They will
come with force to exterminate
those who are against them.”

Morales’s ouster brought to

power the U.S.-backed interim
president Jeanine Anez and her
influential interior minister, Ar-
turo Murillo. Afiez initially
pledged to be a caretaker whose
role would be limited to setting
new elections. Then she sought a
full term. She finally withdrew her
candidacy last month amid dis-
mal poll numbers, due in part to
what many Bolivians view as her
government’s botched response
to the coronavirus crisis.

Murillo traveled to Washington
last month for discussions with
U.S. officials that he said were
about “defending” Bolivian de-
mocracy. The statement raised
alarm bells among some of Arce’s
supporters, who see the Trump
administration as no friend of the
socialists.

A senior State Department offi-
cial said the discussions involved
a range of topics, including the
elections and support for Bolivian
requests with the International
Monetary Fund. The official said
the United States was prepared to
work with Arce if he wins “demo-
cratically”

“We are open to work with who-

ever wins the elections,” said the
official, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity under the
ground rules of a briefing.

The Afiez government and its
supporters fear retribution if the
socialists win.

In the aftermath of Morales’s
exile, Afiez presided over a wave of
repression that led to the deten-
tion of hundreds of leftists, the
muzzling of journalists and a “na-
tional pacification” campaign
that left at least 31 people dead,
according to Bolivia’s national
ombudsman and human rights
groups.

Arce said he would not seek to
influence the courts if he wins.
But he said his opponents are
aiming to prevent his victory to
avoid being held to account. He
said he worries that election offi-
cials will declare a second round
before slow-arriving votes are
counted from the rural areas, con-
sidered socialist strongholds.

“They want a coverup ... the
murders, the acts of corruption
that have occurred in this govern-
ment,” Arce said. “There is clearly
an intention to make a pact for
impunity.”

Rising political tensions have
made this election different from
almost any other here since the
restoration of democracy 38 years
ago. Right-wing paramilitary
groups are accused of attacking
socialists; leftists are accused of
wounding government support-
ers.

Morales, who presided over a
region-leading reduction in pov-
erty during his 13-year tenure but
became increasingly authoritari-
an as he clung to power in his final
years, looms over the race. Arce,
who was his finance minister, has
sought to distance himself from
his former boss, who, for all his
fiery rhetoric, adopted a brand of
business-friendly socialism that
was a far cry from Guevara’s calls
for a Marxist revolution. Arce has
insisted that Morales would need
to face legal charges brought by
the interim government if he re-
turns, but his opponents say the
socialist campaign is a ruse to
pave the way for his return.

“Nobody cares who the presi-
dential candidate is,” Fernando
Salazar, a sociologist at the Uni-
versidad Mayor de San Simén in
Cochabamba. “This is about Evo
coming back and taking power.
And if they don’t achieve their
goal, Bolivia is heading for civil
war.”

anthony.faiola@washpost.com

Faiola reported from Miami.

Arrest casts
shadow over
U.S.-Mexico
war on drugs

MEXICO FROM Al

ney, Duane Lyons, did not im-
mediately respond to requests for
comment.

Cienfuegos’s arrest has raised
the startling possibility that top
Mexican security officials have
quietly been working with traf-
fickers during most of the
U.S.-backed offensive against the
cartels that began in 2006.

The public security minister in
the first six years of that effort,
Genaro Garcia Luna, is awaiting
trial in New York. He has pleaded
not guilty to charges of accepting
bribes to help the Sinaloa cartel.

Cienfuegos served as defense
minister in the next administra-
tion, that of President Enrique
Pefia Nieto, from 2012 to 2018. He
isaccused of working with a group
known as H-2, an offshoot of the
Beltran Leyva Cartel. It operated
mainly in the western states of
Sinaloa and Nayarit.

The court documents lay out a
devastating picture of a senior
official who, prosecutors say, used
his power to help a drug cartel at
every turn. Cienfuegos ensured
that the Mexican military did not
carry out operations against H-2
but instead focused on its rivals,
the documents say. He is accused
of finding ships for the cartel’s
drugs. Cienfuegos even tipped off
H-2 about the fact that it was
under investigation by U.S. law
enforcement, according to the
documents.

Using that knowledge, H-2
killed one of its own members, a
person who senior cartel leader-
ship “incorrectly believed” was as-
sisting U.S. officials, according to
the allegations.

The former minister’s actions
were detailed in thousands of
BlackBerry messages he sent and
were corroborated by witness ac-
counts, the documents say. He did
not immediately enter a plea. He
faces a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of 10 years on drug conspira-
cy charges if found guilty.

REBECCA BLACKWELL/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gen. Salvador Cienfuegos gestures as then-U.S. Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis listens during a reception in Mexico City in 2017.

Mexico’s governments have in-
creasingly turned to the armed
forces to take on criminal organi-
zations because of persistent cor-
ruption in the police. Cienfuegos’s
detention was a bombshell in
Mexico, where the military is one
of the most trusted institutions.

“We are facing an unprecedent-
ed situation,” President Andrés
Manuel Lopez Obrador said at his
daily news conference Friday, re-
ferringto the detentions of the two
former ministers. “This is an un-
deniable sign of the decomposi-
tion of the regime.”

Since 2007,the U.S. government
has provided Mexico with about
$3 billion in security and justice
aid through the Merida Initiative.
Yet the country remains the No. 1
source of heroin and metham-
phetamines reaching the United
States and a major corridor for
cocaine and fentanyl.

The Trump administration re-
cently warned that unless it shows
progress, “Mexico will be at seri-
ous risk of being found to have
failed” to meet its international
drug-control commitments. It
called for more efforts to disman-
tle drug organizations and crack
down on fentanyl production.

Corruption in Mexico’s armed
forces has typically been con-
strued as an issue of individuals,
rather than the institutions, said
Adam Isacson, a security analyst
at the Washington Office on Latin
America. Butthe arrest of Cienfue-
gos seems to point to a web of
corruption that “goes all the way
up” to the top of the military, he
said.

U.S. and Mexican security ex-
perts said Cienfuegos was general-

ly regarded as an honest profes-
sional. The arrest “really does
come as a shock for those who
knew and worked with him,” said
Roderic Camp, a professor emeri-
tus at Claremont McKenna Col-
lege who has written two books on
Mexico’s military.

The defense chief even received
an award from the Pentagon’s Cen-
ter for Hemispheric Defense Stud-
ies in 2018, the year he retired.

Cienfuegos was a different per-
son in private, according to the
depiction of him by prosecutors.

He was known as “El Padrino”
—the Godfather — the documents
say. He received bribes and helped
recruit other Mexican officials for
H-2, the records say. He talked
about having previously worked
for a different drug-trafficking
group, according to the docu-
ments, which did not elaborate.

The minister oversaw the army
and air force. U.S. anti-drug agen-
cies have worked regularly with
those forces but carried out many
of their most sensitive operations
with the navy, part of a separate
ministry. Mexico’s marines had
been embroiled in a years-long
war with H-2.

The documents say Cienfuegos
helped the cartel from December
2015 to February 2017. That
month, the leader of H-2, Juan
Francisco Patr6n Sanchez, was
gunned down by Mexican ma-
rines.

Lopez Obrador has criticized
the military-led “war on drugs,”
which is widely associated with a
soaring number of homicides in
recent years. Nonetheless, he has
called on the armed forces for an
increasing number of tasks, in-

cluding building an airport and
distributing medical supplies.

The president said that anyone
implicated in Cienfuegos’s case
who is serving in the government
would be suspended, retired or
investigated. “We are not going to
cover up for anyone,” he said.

Lopez Obrador declined to
speculate on the guilt of Cienfue-
gos, noting that he had not seen
the evidence. He instead lauded
his handpicked military leaders
for their integrity.

“Most of those who are part of
these institutions are honest Mex-
icans,” he said.

Lopez Obrador said his govern-
ment heard of the U.S. probe only
two weeks ago, from his ambassa-
dor in Washington, Martha Barce-
na.

Analysts said the arrest had un-
doubtedly created unease in the
military. Numerous senior offi-
cials were promoted by Cienfue-
gos. And his case could lead to
other detentions. “To do these
crimes, you need the participation
of other people,” said Ricardo
Marquez Blas, a former Mexican
security official.

Still, many people in Mexico’s
military and government circles
remained skeptical of the accusa-
tions against Cienfuegos, and
some said his arrest could threat-
en to erode cooperation between
the two countries.

Raiil Benitez-Manaut, a profes-
sor at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico who special-
izes in national security, said the
first instinct of military officers
and their allies will be to blame the
U.S. government and cast doubt
on the allegations.

“Inside the military, you have
some talking about how we can-
not trust the U.S. because we coop-
erated with them in this fight
against drugs and crime and now
they are accusing our leaders,”
Benitez-Manaut said.

There was no immediate reac-
tion to Cienfuegos’s arrest by for-
mer president Pefia Nieto. Felipe
Calderén, who was president from
2006 to 2012, said he had no idea
Garcia Luna might have been in-
volved in organized crime.

mary.sheridan@washpost.com
marissa.lang@washpost.com
shayna.jacobs @washpost.com

Jacobs reported from New York. Missy
Ryan in Washington contributed to
this report.

New Zealand’s Ardern
is expected to win big

Polls heavily favor party
of prime minister praised
for coronavirus response

BY EMMANUEL STOAKES

CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND
— New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern waited for the
verdict of voters with polls pre-
dicting a runaway victory after
widespread praise for leading a
successful battle against the cor-
onavirus pandemic.

The main question in Satur-
day’s election was whether Ard-
ern’s Labour Party would win big
enough to gain control of parlia-
ment without needing a coali-
tion partner. Among the chal-
lenges for the next government:
an economy severely wracked by
the pandemic and loss of critical
tourism revenue.

Voters, however, appeared
more willing to reward Ardern
for her handling of the pandem-
ic than punish her for its blow to
the economy. A poll Friday
showed Labour with 46 percent,
far ahead of the opposition Na-
tional Party at 31 percent.

Her government’s response to
outbreaks of the coronavirus —
including some of the strictest
lockdowns and border controls
in the world — is attributed to
achieving some of the lowest
death rates in the world with
just 25 recorded fatalities.

The election, originally sched-
uled for last month, was delayed
by Ardern because of the corona-
virus fight.

Ardern faced another unprec-
edented test last year after a
gunman opened fire at two
Christchurch mosques, claiming
51 lives. Her outreach to the
Muslim community and backing
of a bill that banned most
assault-style weapons was ap-
plauded by many in New Zea-
land and brought her global
recognition.

Her embrace of international
cooperation and pan-national

issues, including climate
change, earned her the nick-
name “the anti-Trump” among
her supporters.

Despite Ardern’s star power,
landslide victories are a rarity
under New Zealand’s propor-
tional representation system
that delivers parliament seats to
any party taking more than
5 percent of the popular vote.
That may force Labour into a
power-sharing agreement with
the Green Party, showing be-
tween 6 percent and 8 percent in
pre-election polling.

During campaigning, Judith
Collins, Ardern’s rival who heads
the center-right National Party,
repeatedly sought to promote
her credentials as a business-
friendly leader better placed to
return growth to the country’s
pandemic-battered economy, in-
voking the prospect of a left-
wing coalition stalling recovery.

Early results are expected
hours after polls close 7 p.m.
Saturday, or 2 a.m. on the U.S.
East Coast.

New Zealand’s recession may
be more protracted and severe
than that which followed the
global financial crash, with Ard-
ern’s lockdown contributing to a
GDP contraction of 12.2 percent
between April and June, and
more bad news expected over
coming months.

But more is on the ballot
Saturday than who gets to run
the country.

The election also includes two
referendum questions concern-
ing the legalization of cannabis
and whether to permit “assisted
dying” when requested, under
certain conditions, by the termi-
nally ill. If both pass, New
Zealand will follow in the foot-
steps of Canada and some Euro-
pean states, although polling
suggests a close contest on ei-
ther issue.

Record levels of advance vot-
ing have occurred despite the
relative lack of coronavirus wor-
ries. More than 1.7 million peo-
ple — roughly half the electorate
— voted early since Oct. 3.

foreign@washpost.com
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emole learning leaving poor children behind

EDUCATION FROM A1l

Some families can afford work-
arounds. Students from families
wealthy enough to pay for private
schools have kept their educa-
tions going with private tutors
and interactive classes on home
computers. Public-school stu-
dents with Internet access at
home can access extended lessons
online.

Missael has none of that.

The son of a single father of
four who lost his job during the
pandemic, Missael has seen his
education reduced to a 30-minute
lesson broadcast on state TV and
phone texts containing brief in-
structions for the next day’s self-
study. He submits assignments to
be graded through his family’s
one cellphone.

From the Andes to Africa to the
United States, this is what falling
through the cracks looks like: a
pandemic generation of poor chil-
dren shut out of schools and
learning. Already disadvantaged
by poverty and inequity, they are
now in danger of falling further
behind.

Globally, roughly a third of the
world’s schoolchildren, or nearly
600 million, remain affected by
pandemic-related school clo-
sures, according to UNICEF, the
United Nations agency responsi-
ble for aid to children. Some
463 million children worldwide,
UNICEF estimates, lacking Inter-
net, television or radio, have been
left with almost no access to edu-
cation.

“We are seeing very real dispar-
ities between those children able
to access remote learning, and
poor children, children in rural
areas, adolescent girls and dis-
abled children who justdon’t have
equal access,” said Robert Jen-
kins, UNICEF’s education chief.

In Peru, a massive wave of un-
employment is reversing the na-
tion’s lauded success at fighting
poverty, with consequences that
could last generations. The num-
ber of people living below the
poverty line here is expected to
surge this year to 27 percent, a
level not seen since the early
2000s.

Low-income Peruvians have
been hit disproportionally, rais-
ing fears of further inequality in a
region already among the most
unequal in the world. Already,
more poor children are leaving
school: The national high school
dropout rate surged from 11.8 per-
cent in 2019 to 17.9 percent this
year. The rate for university stu-
dents jumped from 12 percent to
19 percent. Analysts fear a mass
desertion next year, led by poor
students unable to fully access
virtual education.

Part of the problem: Peru is
trying to do remote learning in a
country where only 1 in 3 house-
holds has a home computer.

“The state needs to get its act

together, because we cannot allow
education to go from being a right
to becoming a luxury,” said Er-
nesto Mosquera, principal at the
Colegio Independencia, a private
school in Lima’s upscale Mira-
flores district.

The Peruvian government is ac-
quiring 1 million tablet comput-
ers for children in rural and poor
urban areas. The 2021 budget in-
cludes money to pay for Internet
access for more than 500,000 stu-
dents and at least 50,000 teach-
ers. The Education Ministry’s goal
is for the country’s 18,000 schools

TOP: A laundry line
with two masks
overlooking Lima,
Peru. MIDDLE:
Shiori, 10, and her
sister, Paola, 2, have
not been able to take
online classes since
the only cellphone
they owned stopped
working three months
ago. ABOVE: The
bedroom of Fabiana
Bustamante, 8, who
uses her mother’s
laptop for school.

to be connected to the Internet by
March 2021.

“We will return to the class-
room,” said Cecilia Ramirez, head
of basic education for Peru’s Edu-
cation Ministry. “But distance
learning is goingto be a big part of
the learning environment going
forward.”

Inside her family’s roomy
apartment, outfitted with a roof
deck overlooking one of Lima’s
few golf courses, Valentina Busta-
mante, 14, is taking an average of
six classes a day, starting at 9 a.m.
and ending at 4 p.m. — her pre-

coronavirus schedule, basically,
but on alaptop.

Her private school, the multi-
lingual, International Baccalaure-
ate-affilliated Euroamerican Col-
lege, has created arich, computer-
based learning environment. Stu-
dents are encouraged to engage
online, raising “virtual hands” to
ask questions. If she needs more
help, teachers are available for
consultation and tutoring after
classes, and students have formed
breakout groups online to com-
pare notes. Her mother, a technol-
ogy company executive now
working from home, is also avail-
able for support.

“I felt much freer when we were
in school, but I am coping,” Valen-
tina said.

Across town in the Cristo de
Pachacamilla slum, Missael is also
stuck inside.

That’s where the similarities
end.

Missael’s difficulties are echoed
throughout Lima’s poorer dis-
tricts. In the neighboring Villa
Maria del Triunfo district, 13-
year-old cousins Fabrizio Ccapcha
and Benjamin Trujillo take turns
using the family phone to read
lessons and do homework. If they
need hard copies of assignments
for, say, math or reading, they
trudge down a rocky embank-
ment and pay the equivalent of a
penny to print, Fabrizio said.

The hardest part, they said, is
getting an adult to accompany
them. Under the current curfew,
13-year-olds aren’t allowed to
leave home on their own.

“Math is hard for me, and ask-
ing questions in a text does not
help,” Fabrizio said. “There are
times when I just don’t get it.”

Missael stared down at his
small house’s painted cement
floor. Twenty-three hours a day,
he’s home with his two sisters, 17
and 9, and his brother, 5.

“I miss my school,” he said.

He misses his friends, his teach-
er and real-time feedback on his
work.

“I am trying to follow the class-
es by myself, but it is very hard,”
said the shy sixth-grader, who is
days behind in his assignments. “I
ask my father and sister when I
have questions, but it’s not the
same.”

These days, he said, math is
easiest, because he can write out
equations, snap a photo and send
it to his teacher via WhatsApp.
But writing assignments are Kkill-
ers. He reads assignments on the
phone, takes notes, writes out es-
says, then types them on the fam-
ily cellphone’s tiny keypad.

“I only get to use the phone
when my dad comes home, and
sometimes that’s late at night,” he
said. “My teacher has complained,
but I don’t have any other way to
doit”

His school offered free text-
books, but his father said he “did
not have time” to pick them up. So
Missael relies on his older sister’s
old books, most of which are out-
dated. He gets some feedback by
text from his teacher, but the
responses are usually short.

Peruvian education authorities
say grades, at this point, are less
important than making the effort
to participate. Children, once as-
sessed on a curve, now are graded
pass-fail.

Missael has access to the gov-
ernment’s distance learning pro-
gram, “I Learn at Home,” a 30-
minute televised class for each
grade. He watches at noon. His
siblings watch their grades before
and after him.

Sometimes the content is diffi-
cult to follow, he said, but that’s
not the only challenge. Even in the
capital, the signal from the public
station is spotty and often flickers
out. He sometimes climbs on the
roof to shift the antennae and
improve reception.

His father said he recognizes
the hardships of learning for his
children. But as a single dad out of
work, he said he’s struggling to
even feed them, leaving little
room for anything else.

If school does not reopen next
year, Luis Alberto Soayne said, he
fears his son may join the growing
ranks of dropouts.

“I want what is best for my
children,” he said. “But right now
there are not many choices.Idon’t
know if he’ll want to continue if
schools do not reopen.”

anthony.faiola@washpost.com

Faiola reported from Miami.
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Russia’s regional muscle tested with unrest on all sides

Political discontent in Russia’s former Soviet territory

Putin’s clout in former
Soviet world has shown
signs of weakening

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN

MOSCOW — The cease-fire talks
lasted 11 hours, dragging past
2 a.m. in Moscow — what Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
called “an all-nighter.”

But what started as a triumph
for the Kremlin last week — get-
ting Armenia and Azerbaijan to
discuss ending renewed fighting
in the Nagorno-Karabakh enclave
—turned into amuddle as clashes
flared within hours of the deal.

It also revealed the limits of
Russia’s ability to shape events in
what the Kremlin considers its
backyard: the former Soviet re-
publics and regions from Central
Asia, through the Caucasus and
into Eastern Europe.

Each point of the map these
days offers another test for Mos-
COW.

To the south, the three-decade-
old conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan has reignited. To the
west, protests calling for Belaru-
sian strongman Alexander Lu-
kashenko’s ouster are well into
their second month. And to the
east, Kyrgyzstan is facing its third
political crisis in 15 years after
recent parliamentary election re-
sults were annulled.

As Russia’s interests abroad
have focused on building the
country’s standing as a player on
the global stage — including mali-
cious operations such as trying to
influence U.S. presidential elec-
tions — the Kremlin’s grip has
weakened closer to home. Com-
petition from Turkey, China and
the West is increasingly challeng-
ing Moscow’s onetime domi-
nance in the former Soviet space.

“Russia is not the dominant
power in any of the regions of the
former Soviet Union,” said Dmitri

Trenin, director of the Carnegie
Moscow Center.

The current trio of upheavals,
he added, “really shed light on the
situation.”

Moscow’s diminished foothold
in what it considers “near
abroad” could pose other jitters
for President Vladimir Putin and
the promise of stability he often
touts to Russians.

The street protests and politi-
cal upheavals in Belarus and Kyr-
gyzstan, in particular, could rattle
the Kremlin, analysts say. The
worry is that they could embold-
en Russia’s anti-Putin factions —
which are already angered over
the nerve-agent poisoning of op-
position leader Alexei Navalny in
August.

Tussle with Turkey

Russia has tread a delicate dip-
lomatic line between Armenia
and Azerbaijan, which have been
engaged in fighting since Septem-
ber in a conflict that stretches
back to the Soviet era.

Though Russia is treaty-bound
to protect Armenia, Putin last
week clarified that Russia’s mili-
tary obligations extend only to
attacks on Armenia proper and
not to Nagorno-Karabakh, a pro-
Armenian breakaway region
within Azerbaijan’s borders.

On Wednesday, Azerbaijan ac-
knowledged striking a complex
with military hardware in Arme-
nia — an escalation that threatens
to break Moscow’s so-far neutral
stance.

Later in the day, Putin spoke
with Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan by phone, and the
two leaders “stressed the urgent
need for joint efforts to end the
bloodshed as soon as possible and
move to a peaceful settlement of
the Nagorno-Karabakh problem,”
according to a Kremlin readout of
the call — their first since this
round of fighting erupted.

Though Russia has an alliance
with  Armenia, pro-Russian
groups have been losing ground
in Armenia since a 2018 revolu-
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tion led to a leadership change.
The political shift has stoked
fears in Moscow that Armenia is
steadily turning to the West, the
center of its vast and politically
active diaspora.

Turkey has thrown its full sup-
port behind Azerbaijan in the
conflict. Turkish involvement
also threatens Russia’s main in-
terests in the region: the arrival of
Syrian mercenaries to fight on
behalf of Azerbaijan, something
Russia’s foreign intelligence
chief, Sergei Naryshkin, has
warned could become a launch-
pad for Islamist militants to enter
Russia.

Russia and Turkey are already
on opposite sides of two other
proxy wars, in Syria and Libya.

Trenin rejected the notion that
the Kremlin might have stretched
itself thin with its ambitious for-
eign policy agenda, but “it cer-
tainly has to pay more attention

Azerbaijan

Battles with
neighboring Armenia
over control of the
separatist Nagorno-
Karabakh enclave.

Kyrgyzstan

Political crisis after
October presidential
elections.
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Boundary of former
Soviet Union
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to its neighborhood now, more
attention to its alliances.”

In an op-ed for Russia’s inde-
pendent Novaya Gazeta newspa-
per, military analyst Pavel Felgen-
hauer wrote that “Putin wanted
to play the role of peacemaker”
with Nagorno-Karabakh and
“also demonstrate weight and in-
fluence in the post-Soviet space.”

“It didn’t work out very well,”
Felgenhauer continued.

Belarus conundrum

There are few places more
locked into Moscow’s orbit than
Belarus.

Putin has publicly backed the
embattled Lukashenko, probably
seeing the longtime ruler as a
more secure way to keep Minsk
looking toward Moscow.

At the same time, opposition
leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya is
building ties with Western lead-
ers, including Germany’s Angela

Merkel and France’s Emmanuel
Macron.

Mass protests continue to de-
cry Lukashenko’s official land-
slide victory as rigged. Putin has
left the door open for Russian
intervention if, he said in late
August, the “situation gets out of
control.”

The reason goes beyond the
alliance with Lukashenko. Russia
does not want to see another
revolution succeed so close to
Moscow — already stung by a
2014 political uprising in Ukraine
that ousted pro-Russian leader
Viktor Yanukovych.

In Russia’s Far East region of
Khabarovsk, the scene of ongoing
protests over the arrest of a popu-
lar governor, demonstrators have
often expressed solidarity with
the Belarusian opposition. Ac-
cording to a poll from the inde-
pendent Levada Center this
month, 63 percent of Russians
said that they were aware of the
protests in Belarus and 28 per-
cent responded that they were
playing close attention to them.

“The people in Belarus are very
close to the people in Russia —
basically you have the same lan-
guage and very much the same
culture,” Carnegie’s Trenin said.

“So I think that on that score,
people in the Kremlin are looking
very closely at the techniques
used by the organizers of those
demonstrations,” he added.
“They’re studying it very, very
closely because they believe
something like that could be
used, will be used, in Russia when
the situation is appropriate.”

On Tuesday, Tikhanovskaya is-
sued what she said was a “people’s
ultimatum,” releasing a state-
ment demanding that Lukashen-
ko resign by Oct. 25 or else “a
nationwide strike will begin at all
enterprises, all roads will be
blocked, and sales at state stores
will collapse.”

‘Chaotic’ Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan was cleaved into
rival political sides after disputed

Oct. 9 parliamentary elections.
Opposition forces broke into the
parliamentary building in the
capital, Bishkek, and seized sev-
eral other government buildings,
leaving the country in a duel for
leadership. The election results
were annulled.

The Kremlin described the sit-
uation as “chaotic” last week. But
Moscow’s attempts to help stabi-
lize the upheaval in Kyrgyzstan
also fell short.

Alexander Bortnikov, director
of Russia’s Federal Security Serv-
ice, or FSB, spoke with Kyrgyz
Security Council Secretary Omur-
bek Suvanaliyev by phone last
week. But the next day, Suvanali-
yev was removed from the post.

Then on Thursday, pro-Rus-
sian president Sooronbay Jeen-
bekov announced his resignation,
creating even more confusion for
Moscow. Lavrov, Russia’s foreign
minister, quickly arranged a call
with Kyrgyzstan’s new foreign
minister, Ruslan Kazakbayev.

Lavrov “voiced his concern
about the development of the
domestic political situation” and
said Russia is willing to work with
“legitimate Kyrgyz government
bodies,” the Russian Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement.

Kyrgyzstan, which has the
highest percentage of Russian
speakers among Central Asian
countries, hosts a Russian mili-
tary base but is also heavily reli-
ant on Chinese investment.

Arkady Dubnov, a political
analyst and expert on Central
Asia, said that “Russia’s influence
there remains extremely high.”
But Russia has suspended provid-
ing financial support to Bishkek
until the situation stabilizes, ac-
cording to Russian news outlet
RBC, citing an unnamed official
in Russia’s Finance Ministry.

“The new post-Soviet genera-
tion does not suffer from nostal-
gia for the Soviet times and does
not consider Moscow a political
trendsetter,” Dubnov said.

isabelle.khurshudyan
@washpost.com

Pandemic
closes taps
at Northern
Ireland pubs

BY AMANDA FERGUSON

BELFAST — Bittles, a destination
whiskey bar in the center of this
city, was firebombed during the
decades of sectarian violence
known as the Troubles.

Proprietor John Bittles recalls
being warned by police that he
should get a weapon to protect
himself, that militants might
show up ready for a shooting.

The coronavirus era, he said,
has been worse.

“This stuff with covid has actu-
ally had a bigger detrimental
effect than all that there,” said
Bittles, 59. “Maybe it’s because I
was younger and it went over my
head, but this here is completely
unprecedented times.”

The roughly 1,200 pubs of
Northern Ireland were forced to
close on Friday, again, to beat
back the coronavirus. They will
remain shuttered for at least a
month, part of a “circuit breaker”
to limit social contact and slow
transmission. Schools will be
closed for an extended half-term
break, as well.

It is possible the 7,000 pubs in
the Republic of Ireland could
follow, as health officials there
recommended Friday that the
country move to Level 5 mea-
sures, the most strict.

The new restrictions are a
heavy blow to establishments al-
ready bruised by a spring lock-
down and the social distancing
measures they’ve had to incorpo-
rate since. But as pub-goers in
Belfast nursed their last drinks
this past week, the conversation
was less about finances than
about the loss of a central part of
cultural life.

“The pub to me is home, real-
ly,” said flame-haired and tattoo-
emblazoned Ollie Woodhouse,
24, sitting in the Sunflower, a pub
popular with the arts and media
crowd, the LGBT community,
tradespeople, hipsters, hospitali-
ty workers — with everyone real-
ly.

Suzanne Magee, 32, a manager
at the Sunflower, said she is
“devastated” by the closure.

Pubs in Northern Ireland
aren’t mere boozers, but way
stations. For many living alone,
including the elderly, the estab-
lishments can be a point of social
contact, as vital as a daily stop at
the rural post office or the
church. It’s where people share
life stories, bond, sing ballads
and “have relief,” Magee said.

“It’s not all about getting
pissed,” said Magee, using the

term for drunk. “It’s about peo-
ple”

Among other things, her pub
hosts Spanish language classes
and a mental health group for
heavy metal fans. She said the
government should invest in
community services during the
shutdown — “anything that will
get people through the loneli-
ness.”

Dean Quinn, 21, goes to the
Sunflower for a cup of coffee after
weekly therapy sessions, because
“it feels safe for queer people, like
a friendly home environment to
unwind and take a breath, so
closing feels like I have lost
somewhere I can be myself”

The pub is “the third space,”
said Colin Neill, chief executive of
Ulster Hospitality, a lobby group.

“It’s neither home nor work, it is
where you go to escape.”

Neill said that in the Irish bar,
“There are no barriers. The Lord
of the land or the bin man in the
pub, everyone is equal.”

Pedro Donald owns the Sun-
flower as well as the American, a
pub across town that dates back
to the 1860s.

When asked about the signifi-
cance of pubs, he started with the
word “lifeline,” but then edited
himself. That’s “too dramatic,” he
said. He settled on the word
“essential,” saying closure will cut
people off.

Donald, 55, was born in Argen-
tina to Belfast parents and has
been working in pubs since his
school days.

“This is an old-school public

PHOTOS BY CHARLES MCQUILLAN/GETTY IMAGES

ABOVE: A customer sits this week outside Bittles, a bar in Belfast.
LEFT: Pedro Donald, owner of the pub the American, calls the
drinking establishments essential for residents. “This is an old-
school public house,” he says. “I love that term, public house.”

house, I love that term, public
house,” Donald said. “It is some-
where you meet people, be it a
business meeting, be it someone
catching up, be it someone home
for Christmas.”

‘When pubs had to close earlier
this year for a few months, it was
a bit of a novelty, he said, as
people got a break during the
lockdown to reflect on life, and it
provided an opportunity for pub-
licans to get done things they had
been putting off.

“This time is going to be hard-
er,” Donald said.

Bittles said that during the
spring lockdown, he still came to
the bar every day and pulled the
shutters up — for his own mental
health.

His unusual flatiron building
on Upper Church Lane is
adorned with images of famous
Irish writers and political art-
work, and it has a traditional
Cead Mile Failte (Irish language
for a hundred thousand wel-
comes) sign above its tiny bar.

The pub attracts tourists but is
usually full of regulars, mostly
men, who drink whiskey or Guin-
ness. There is no food, sport or
music, just patrons talking over
pints.

Bittles knows them all. “They
could drink at home, but they

come here to chat,” he said. “We
know them. We look after them.
Some have been coming to us for
30 years. Protestants and Catho-
lics, whoever. And the bar is a
major part of my life. I never take
a week off.”

Eddie Atkinson, 67, a wheel-
chair user, originally from Leeds
in England, said Bittles is his
favorite bar because it is full of
character, great whiskey and his
friends.

“What is happening with covid
means to me I am housebound
for four weeks and can’t go out
and meet anybody,” he said. “I
think eventually there is going to
be a mental health crisis.”

Atkinson has been making the
30-mile journey from his home in
Toomebridge to Bittles in Belfast
every week for 26 years.

He said pub culture in Ireland
is completely different from Eng-
land’s.

“You are only in there five
minutes before complete strang-
ers are talking to you. That
wouldn’t happen in an English
pub,” Atkinson said.

He was reluctant to head
home.

“I’ll see you on the other side,”
an old friend said to Atkinson as
he left the bar.

Jforeign @washpost.com

Sarkozy
charged with
‘criminal
association’

BY JAMES MCAULEY

PARIS — French prosecutors
charged former president Nicolas
Sarkozy with “criminal associa-
tion” as part of an investigation
into the financing of his 2007
presidential campaign, particular-
lyitsalleged ties tothe government
of then-Libyan dictator Moammar
Gaddafi.

Although Sarkozy was charged
in 2018 with corruption and em-
bezzling funds from Libya, the new
charges are a dramatic escalation
— the most serious indictment a
former head of state has faced in
thehistory of France’s Fifth Repub-
lic, the governing system estab-
lished in 1958.

Sarkozy denied any wrongdo-
ing. “I learned of this new charge
with the greatest stupefaction,” he
said in a statement Friday. “The
French must know that I am inno-
cent of what I'm accused of. ... I
know the truth will triumph even-
tually”

The specter of alleged Libyan
ties clouded Sarkozy’s tenure in
the Elysée Palace and has haunted
him since he left the presidency
after one term in 2012.

Friday’s “criminal association”
charge breathes new life into the
allegations that Sarkozy illegally
secured millions of dollars in cash
from the Gaddafi regime to fund
his 2007 presidential bid.

The charges alsoraise new ques-
tions about Sarkozy’s motives in
orchestrating the 2011 NATO oper-
ation against the Gaddafi govern-
ment. Gaddafi’s regime was over-
thrown that year and he was cap-
tured and Killed by opposition
fighters.

The investigation into Sarkozy’s
dealings was launched in the wake
of an investigation by the French
investigative outlet Mediapart in
2012.

Although the Sarkozy investiga-
tion remains ongoing, the former
president will stand trial in late
November on corruption charges.
In what in France is known as the
“eavesdropping affair,” he stands
accused, along with his lawyer, of
trying to illegally obtain classified
information from a French judge.

Sarkozy will also stand trial in
March and April 2021 on the charg-
es of illegal campaign financing.

The former president’s legal
problems extend further. In Janu-
ary, French magistrates also
placed Thierry Gaubert, a former
aide to Sarkozy, under formal in-
vestigation for criminal associa-
tion.

Jjames.mcauley @washpost.com



Al4

EZ RE

THE WASHINGTON POST - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2020

ECONOMY & BUSINESS

DOW 28,606.31
UP 112.11, 0.4%

O

NASDAQ 11,671.56
DOWN 42.31, 0.4%

S&P 500 3,483.81
UP 0.47,0.01%

GOLD $1,906.40
DOWN $2.50, 0.1%

CRUDE OIL $40.88
DOWN $0.08, 0.2%

0 10-YEAR TREASURY YIELD 0.75%

UP 2.1%

CURRENCIES
$1=105.40 YEN, 0.85 EUROS

Film festivals take
detour to drive-ins

As the coronavirus limits indoor entertainment,
car-bound moviegoers flock to outdoor theaters

BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK

Last week, not long before her
new film, “The 40-Year-Old Ver-
sion,” would be released on Net-
flix, the director Radha Blank
stood in front of a large audience
to introduce her movie.

“Ill see you later,” the film-
maker said after her thank-yous,
invoking a common film-pre-
miere trope in which creators cite
a potential post-screening meet-
ing with audience members.
Then she appeared to rethink the
idea. “Not really,” she said with a
laugh.

No encounters would happen
because the premiere wasn’t tak-
ing place in a screening room or
theater. It was at a drive-in; Blank
was talking to a sea of cars. She
stood at the front of the lot, her
image projected on a massive
screen, her voice piped into at-
tendees’ cars via FM radio. Audi-
ence members expressed their
appreciation not by clapping but
the best way they could — with a
cacophonous round of honking.

Around the country in recent
weeks, similar surreal scenes
have been playing out. In large
metro hubs, like New York and
Los Angeles, but also smaller
cities from Indiana to Maine,
people are flocking to drive-in
screenings of splashy new mov-
ies. The events are part of the fall
festival circuit in which film dis-
tributors present new movies
around the United States, the
entertainment business’s equiva-
lent of a barnstorming tour —
only now they’ve been adapted
for the pandemic.

These stand-alone events, pri-

marily at temporary facilities,
tend to be a little more nimble
and modern than the traditional
drive-in, which is often located in
a struggling urban area or a rural
setting and has survived decades
of declining business conditions.
Those theaters — about 300
around the country — have seen a
sales uptick during the pandemic
but rely on wide studio releases,
which have been in short supply.

The festival circuit’s movies
also serve as a kind of analog to
Joe Biden’s drive-in campaign
events, like the CNN-hosted town
hall last month.

The future of in-person enter-
tainment can seem bleak. Most
studios won’t release their major
movies until next year. Broadway
is closed until at least June. And
concert tours are Zoom-only.

Yet drive-in gatherings have
held out the coronavirus-era
prospect that with alittle ingenu-
ity and several tons of protective
steel, consumers can still leave
their houses to be entertained. If
the response to the pandemic has
been dysfunctionally American,
perhaps the solution, playing off
a love of the automobile, can be
quintessentially American.

Certainly, the demand exists.
Over the past three weeks, New
Yorkers packed makeshift venues
in Queens, Brooklyn and the
Bronx, showing just how much
people right now want to con-
sume entertainment with strang-
ers, or at least seek respite from
their spouses. Blank’s “The 40-
Year-Old Version,” a semi-au-
tobiographical story of a frustrat-
ed playwright who turns to hip-
hop, would be released on Netflix

EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Filmgoers attend a screening of the new movie “Nomadland” on Sept. 26 at the Queens Drive-In as part of the New York Film Festival.

the day after its premiere. But
that didn’t stop several hundred
people from paying $45 so they
could sit next to other cars to see
it.

Whether such acts are wise —
whether drive-ins are a much-
needed palliative for the endless
couch watching or just another
grim reminder of all covid-19 has
taken — is a complicated ques-
tion, and one the Blank visit
argued for and against.

On a patch of grass astride the
Grand Central Parkway, a screen
had been set up. About a half-
hour before showtime, at twi-
light, a road leading to it saw

headlights snaking single file, 50
vehicles long. A battalion of
masked workers, some with air-
port-runway orange glow sticks,
ran about, checking tickets and
letting cars in a few at a time so
they could sit on another portion
of road before being allowed onto
another road that would even-
tually lead to the patch. A com-
muter train rattled regularly
overhead.

Upon finally reaching the
scraggly patch, cars were greeted
by a masked attendant who
knocked on windows and
reached in with bags of snacks.
Another came by and took a food

order. Filmgoers at festival drive-
ins may not be moving around
much, but at least they’re well-
fed.

The New York Film Festival
normally holds its flagship
events at Alice Tully Hall, a Pietro
Belluschi-designed venue for
1,100 in Lincoln Center, which
has played host to Itzhak Perl-
man, Yo-Yo Ma and other lumi-
naries. The only lights here came
from the planes landing at La-
Guardia.

Eugene Hernandez, who runs
the New York Film Festival, ex-
pressed how effective he believes
these events can be.

“The drive-ins not only saved
NYFF in 2020,” Hernandez said
in an email, “[they] took the New
York Film Festival to brand new
audiences.”

He added, “I hope we’ve seen a
glimpse of our future this year.”

As she tried to get the crowd
excited that night in Queens,
Blank acknowledged the strange-
ness.

“I want to thank you,” she said,
“for braving the elements at this
moment.” The audience honked,
then settled in to watch the
movie through the glow from
their dashboards.

steven.zeitchik @washpost.com

FCC faces rebukes for push to rethink legal shield

Democrats fear agency’s
move is the result of
White House pressure

BY ToNY ROMM

A new effort by the Federal
Communications Commission to
rethink the legal shield that ap-
plies to social media sites drew
widespread rebukes this week, as
critics faulted the agency for re-
versing its past positions in the
face of mounting public pressure
from the White House.

The agency’s move threatens to
strike at the heart of a critical
federal law known as Section 230,
which for decades has spared tech
giants from being held account-
able for the ways they police their
platforms. Ajit Pai, the FCC’s Re-
publican chairman, unveiled his
plans to “clarify” the scope of
those protections hours after
Facebook and Twitter took the
rare step of limiting the reach of a
New York Post story about Demo-
cratic presidential nominee Joe
Biden and his family, angering
President Trump and his top sup-

porters.

The FCC is an independent
agency, and historically it has
sought to emphasize its separa-
tion from the White House. But
some critics still saw the FCC'’s
timing as politically peculiar.

Only a year ago, top FCC aides
had told the Trump administra-
tion privately that they did not
want to pursue regulation around
online speech, according to four
people with direct knowledge of
the talks, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to describe con-
fidential proceedings. The com-
ments came as part of a series of
conversations convened by the
White House designed to explore
potential regulation targeting Sil-
icon Valley.

Pai himself had previously ex-
pressed opposition to new FCC
regulation targeting social media
sites. On Thursday, however, he
set the agency on a path toward
issuing new rules around Section
230, citing concerns shared by “all
three branches of government”
about the tech giants’ behavior.

“Social media companies have
a First Amendment right to free
speech,” said Pai, who tweeted his
statement at 2:30 p.m. “But they
do not have a First Amendment

right to a special immunity denied
to other media outlets, such as
newspapers and broadcasters.”

The FCC declined to comment.
An agency official, speaking only
on the condition of anonymity,
stressed there had been no con-
tactbetween the White House and
the commission before Pai’s an-
nouncement. The official said that
Pai’s position had remained con-
sistent over time, since the action
he is eyeing on Section 230 is not
the same as direct regulation of
online speech.

Judd Deere, a spokesman for
the White House, said in a state-
ment that the administration
“has engaged on rule-making
through appropriate channels
that the President’s Executive Or-
der calls for.”

The FCC’s maneuver quickly
sent shock waves through Wash-
ington. Democrats blasted the
agency, and the party’s senior-
most official at the FCC raised the
prospect of political interference.

“The timing of this effort is
absurd,” said Commissioner Jessi-
ca Rosenworcel. “The only logical
conclusion is that the agency is
acting at the behest of the presi-
dent to intimidate platforms in
the late days of the campaign.

That’s not right. The FCC has no
business being the president’s
speech police.”

Some conservatives also pillo-
ried the FCC for setting its policy-
making process in motion. “Twit-
ter and Facebook are dead wrong
on this, though the First Amend-
ment protects their right to be
wrong,” said Jesse Blumenthal,
who leads technology and innova-
tion policy at Stand Together, a
group backed by Charles Koch.
“The answer to bad speech is
more speech, not ineffective at-
tempts to suppress information.”

Democrats and Republicans
generally agree there is a need to
rethink Section 230, which some
critics say has come to shield the
Web’s most popular, profitable
sites and services from being held
accountable for wrongdoing. But
Democrats have sought to reform
the law in an attempt to thwart
harmful content, including politi-
cal disinformation, from prolifer-
ating across the Web — while
Republicans instead are motivat-
ed by allegations of political bias.

GOP lawmakers, led by Trump,
for years have argued that Face-
book, Google and Twitter system-
atically suppress conservative us-
ers and websites — presenting

only scattershot anecdotal evi-
dence of their claims amid a flurry
of denials from major tech compa-
nies. But they escalated their at-
tacks this week, after Facebook
limited the reach of the New York
Post’s reports about the Biden
family, the evidence for which
purportedly had been gleaned
from a laptop abandoned at a
Delaware repair shop. Twitter,
meanwhile, blocked users from
sharing links to those stories. The
‘White House and the Trump cam-
paign blasted the tech giants for
their decisions, and the president
once again called for repealing
Section 230.

“When government granted
these protections,” Trump tweet-
ed Thursday, “they created a mon-
ster!”

Pai’s announcement broke
from his past public comments on
the issue, according to experts.
Asked at an August 2018 event
about the FCC’s ability to police
social media, for example, the
chairman stressed that the agency
“does not regulate them” and does
not “have the authority under the
laws that have been passed by
Congress and the Constitution, of
course, under the First Amend-
ment.”

for social media giants

“So from that perspective, they
are not going to be regulated in
terms of free speech,” Pai contin-
ued, stressing that these tech com-
panies should instead commit to
transparency. He said consumers
and competition otherwise would
correct any ills: “If they want to
focus on cats to the exclusion of
dogs, ultimately, it’s a market
that’s going to capitalize. There
are a lot of dog owners out there
who say it’s a step too far. . . and
they’ll move to some other plat-
form.”

“The government doesn’t have
a role in solving every single ill
that we identify on these plat-
forms,” Pai said.

An FCC official, speaking on the
condition of anonymity, said Pai
embarked on the new policymak-
ing process in response to recent
events, including a statement this
week from conservative Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas,
who appeared to invite efforts to
challenge Section 230 and the im-
munity it confers on tech giants.

Pai’s critics, however, saw in the
agency’s efforts the influence of
months of Trump’s tweets, public
statements and policy pronounce-
ments.

tony.romm@washpost.com
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Industrial production
fell in September

U.S. industrial production fell
0.6 percent in September, the
weakest showing since the spring
and a sign that the economy’s
recovery from the pandemic
recession may be faltering just as
novel coronavirus cases are again
surging in much of the country.

The Federal Reserve reported
Friday that industrial production
suffered its first decline since a
12.7 percent drop in April amid
the shutdowns of businesses that
paralyzed the economy. The key
category that reflects
manufacturing output fell
0.3 percent. Meanwhile, mining
output, which includes oil and
gas exploration, fell 5.6 percent.
Production at utilities rose
1.7 percent.

Last month’s reading on
industrial production followed
four straight months of increases
that began in May after sharp
declines in March and April.
Industrial production has

DIGEST

NAVESH CHITRAKAR/REUTERS

Farmers harvest rice Friday at a field in Bhaktapur, Nepal, as part
of World Food Day, which commemorates the creation of the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization in 1945.

recovered more than half of its

spring declines but remains

7.1 percent below its pre-

pandemic level in February.
“Industrial output came in well

below expectations, one of the

first real signs that the recovery is

losing momentum under the
weight of the ongoing health
crisis and fading support from
fiscal relief,” Oxford Economics
said in a research note.

Production of motor vehicles
and parts fell for a second

straight month, dropping

4 percent after a 4.3 percent
decline in August, which had
followed big increases after auto
plants reopened.

The weaker-than-expected
September showing may signal a
slowdown in manufacturing,
which had been a rare bright spot
in the economy, that could hinder
overall growth in coming months.

— Associated Press

CRYPTOCURRENCY

Bitcoin platform halts
money withdrawals

Chinese police have launched
an investigation linked to
cryptocurrency exchange giant
OKEZx, forcing one of the world’s
largest bitcoin trading platforms
to block users globally from
withdrawing money.

An unidentified staffer
responsible for users’ private keys
— accounts where crypto assets
are stored — has been “out of
touch” while cooperating with a
police investigation, the Malta-
based exchange saidin a

statement Friday. As aresult, the
company has halted all
cryptocurrency withdrawals and
has not said when they will
resume. OKEx founder Star Xu
was the staffer taken away, Caixin
reported, citing two unidentified
sources at the firm.

“We are not at liberty to discuss
any matters that are under
investigation but can reveal that
itis not related in any way to anti-
money-laundering or to OKEXx,”
the company said in an emailed
statement. It “would like to
assure all OKEx users that their
funds are safe.”

OKEZX, one of the most active
cryptocurrency spot and
derivatives trading platforms
alongside the likes of Binance
and Huobi, did not elaborate on
what prompted the police
investigation or comment on Xu.

Beijing has in past years
cracked down repeatedly on
crypto-trading, fearing its highly
speculative nature might turn
destabilizing or erode China’s
grip on monetary policy. Some of
the industry’s most spectacular
failures have begun with

suspensions of withdrawals, from
the recent disappearance of
$400 million worth of tokens at
Japan’s Coincheck to Mt. Gox’s
2014 implosion.

— Bloomberg News

ALSO IN BUSINESS
Facebook’s Instagram will
change the way users post
advertisements as part of a wider
probe by the British competition
watchdog to combat misleading
online ads. Facebook has
committed to this “important
behavior shift” following an
investigation by the Competition
and Markets Authority, the
regulator said in a statement
Friday. The changes will make it
“much harder” for users to post
ads without labeling them as
such. Instagram promised to
prompt users “to confirm if they
have been incentivized in any way
to promote a product or service
and, if so, require them to
disclose this fact clearly,” the
CMA said.

— From news services
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Trump uses loophole to skirt rules

His account frequently
re-shares posts in
nontraditional ways

BY RACHEL LERMAN

SAN FRANCISCO — Twitter tem-
porarily locked President
Trump’s reelection campaign ac-
count this week for posting a
tweet that violated the social
media company’s policies.
Trump shared the same video but
retained access to his personal
account.

The tweet, which shared a
video targeting Democratic
presidential nominee Joe Biden
over a New York Post article, also
appeared at first glance to be
directly from Trump’s handle.
But instead, he shared a link
from the campaign account’s vid-
eo, probably by either using the
company’s phone app or editing
the code used to embed it. That
technique is a loophole to a
recognizable “retweet” tag most
use to share others’ material.

The resulting tweet looks al-
most like an original post, save
for a small tag at the bottom of
the video that reads “From Team
Trump.” Unlike a retweet or
quote tweet, the original tweet’s
format is lost when sharing this
way, making it harder to spot
that the content has been shared
from another user.

Trump is famous for using his
Twitter account as a primary
form of communication with the
general public. He has made
many major announcements on
the site to his 87 million follow-
ers, including when he an-
nounced he had tested positive
for the coronavirus earlier this
month. He also uses Twitter to
directly communicate with his
supporters and boost their calls
of encouragement. He often
tweets and retweets dozens of
times each day.

Trump has tangled with Twit-
ter and Facebook regularly over
the past six months as the social
media companies increasingly
crack down on tweets that vio-
late their policies. In response,
Trump has lashed out at the
companies for “censoring” him
and threatened to try to repeal a
law that protects them broadly
from liability.

His tweets have been labeled
numerous times — with fact
checks for claims he made about
mail-in ballots and for violating
policies against manipulated me-
dia, among other issues.

However, he has so far appar-
ently avoided more serious Twit-

LEAH MILLIS/REUTERS

President Trump, a frequent tweeter, will often repost content from his campaign’s Twitter to his own
account in a way that avoids bans the platform places on tweets from the campaign’s accounts.

ter sanctions, like those that have
been doled out to his press secre-
tary Kayleigh McEnany and son
Donald Trump Jr.: locking the
account until an offending tweet
is deleted.

Twitter spokesman Brandon
Borrman said the company only
requires the original poster to
remove the material that violat-
ed content.

“We only take enforcement
action on those who uphold it
organically,” he said.

It’s not the first time Trump’s
campaign has born the brunt of
the crackdown from social media
companies.

In August, Twitter locked the
campaign’s account until it re-
moved a video in which Trump
said children are “almost im-
mune” from the coronavirus.
Trump had also posted the video
by sharing the campaign’s tweet.
His account was left untouched,
but after the campaign removed
the video, it was also removed
from his tweet.

This week, Team Trump’s ac-
count was again locked until it
removed a video about Biden
that related to a New York Post
article reporting that Trump’s

personal attorney Rudolph W.
Giuliani and his former top ad-
viser Stephen K. Bannon claimed
to have obtained and leaked a
trove of private materials from
Hunter Biden. Some of those
suggested the younger Biden
once gave a Ukrainian executive
the “opportunity” to meet the
former vice president. The Biden
campaign said his schedule indi-
cated no such meeting took
place.

Twitter and Facebook both
took quick action to limit the
sharing and posting of the arti-
cle, even before their partners
had fact-checked it. That deci-
sion drew ire from Trump and his
supporters. Trump called the de-
cision “terrible.”

A message from Twitter posted
by a Trump campaign staffer
showed that Twitter said it vio-
lated its policy against posting
private information when it
posted the video about Biden
later that day. Campaign spokes-
man Tim Murtaugh accused
Twitter of trying to rig the elec-
tion.

“This is election interference,
plain and simple,” he said.

Trump had shared the same

video from the campaign’s ac-
count. Trump’s tweet is still up,
but it now shows a link that takes
app users to a notice that reads
“This Tweet violated the Twitter
Rules.”

The White House referred a
request for comment to the cam-
paign.

Twitter offers a few ways to
share others’ videos and photos
without retweeting them. One is
by pressing and holding on the
video using the phone app and
choosing “Tweet Video.” Another
is by finding the tweet’s embed
code, usually used to add tweets
to a website, and editing it down
to a certain part.

By sharing it in this way, which
shows the original video’s views,
Trump is making his post seem
more influential, said Jennifer
Grygiel, a professor at Syracuse
University and social media ex-
pert.

“I think that he knows that his
@realdonaldtrump account is
pretty much immune to most
things except for some of these
direct violations,” Grygiel said. “I
think that he gets away with even
more.”

rachel.lerman@washpost.com

Twitter changes policy
that blocked viral story

New York Post report
sparked conversation
about the site, censorship

BY ELIZABETH DWOSKIN

Twitter issued a stunning pol-
icy reversal Thursday, changing a
rule about hacked materials that
resulted in blocking a controver-
sial New York Post story about
the alleged emails of Democratic
nominee Joe Biden’s son.

At first, the link to the New
York Post story was still blocked
under a policy that prohibits
sharing people’s personal infor-
mation, the company said. But
on Friday, the New York Times
reported that Twitter started al-
lowing people to share the link
because the information had
spread so widely it no longer
applied to the private informa-
tion policy. Twitter declined to
comment about the most recent
change on the record.

Late Thursday night, Twitter
executive Vijaya Gadde tweeted
that the company made the deci-
sion after receiving “feedback”
over the past 24 hours that the
policy on hacked materials as
written could result in undue
censorship of journalists and
whistleblowers. Going forward,
the company will remove con-
tent only if it’s directly posted by
hackers or those acting in con-
cert with them. It will label more
questionable tweets.

The late-night move reflected
the challenges of real-time deci-
sion-making being made by Sili-
con Valley companies in the
name of protecting public dis-
cussion during a presidential
election that has been marred by
disinformation and misleading
news. Tech companies are intent
on avoiding a repeat of the 2016
election, when their platforms
were exploited by Russian opera-
tives. As a result, they have
issued a host of new rules and
have taken some highly unusual
actions, including censoring a
major U.S. media company.

“Content moderation is in-
credibly difficult, especially in
the critical context of an election.
We are trying to act responsibly
& quickly to prevent harms, but
weTre still learning along the
way,” Gadde, who leads the com-
pany’s legal, policy, and trust and
safety divisions, wrote.

On Wednesday, Twitter
blocked the link to the article in
which President Trump’s person-
al lawyer Rudolph W. Giuliani

and former top adviser Stephen
K. Bannon claimed to have ob-
tained and leaked a trove of
private materials from Hunter
Biden. The leaked documents
suggested that at one point he
gave a UKrainian executive the
“opportunity” to meet the former
vice president. The Biden cam-
paign said his schedule indicated
no such meeting took place.

The story surged to the top of
Twitter’s trending topics list be-
fore it was censored.

The company said it took the
action out of an abundance of
caution over the potential that
the emails may have been
hacked. Twitter has prohibited
the posting of hacked materials
since 2018. The policy was adopt-
ed in response to an incident
during the 2016 campaign, when
Russia-tied WikiLeaks dumped
hacked emails of Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign chairman, John
Podesta.

Facebook also demoted the
story pending fact-checker re-
view. The company refused to
provide a rationale for demoting
the reach of the story, which, by
late Thursday, was able to garner
1.9 million likes and shares.

The companies’ unusual ac-
tions drew immediate backlash
from the Trump administration
and GOP lawmakers, but also
drew criticism from journalists
and proponents of press freedom
as it became clear that the New
York Post’s behavior, as described
in the article, did not appear to
run afoul of accepted journalistic
practice for obtaining informa-
tion.

Others praised the companies
for being cautious during a criti-
cal time.

In addition to censoring the
story, Twitter temporarily froze
the accounts of White House
press secretary Kayleigh
McEnany’s account, as well as
the New York Post’s, adding no-
tices to their tweets saying they
violated Twitter’s rules on pro-
hibiting publishing hacked ma-
terials. Trump’s campaign ac-
count was temporarily locked.

Claire Wardle, U.S. director of
First Draft, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works with journalists
and others to protect communi-
ties from harmful misinforma-
tion, said she felt the companies
moved with “appropriate cau-
tion” this week.

“This close to an election, I'd
rather they take action, wait for
investigations to happen, and
then potentially roll back — rath-
er than let an active disinforma-
tion campaign unfold,” she said.

elizabeth.dwoskin @washpost.com
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Like President Trump. they owed money. Bul they lost their securily clearance.

Being in debt is
common, but the
implications are
worse for some.
Federal
employees and
contractors, and

% candidates for
JOE sensitive
government jobs

DAVIDSON
—————— who owe money
face far more
serious consequences than
average Americans with
financial liabilities.

Debt can ruin careers of
federal workers and block job
applicants from getting good
government gigs. Not holding a
security clearance is
synonymous with not holding a
job in certain fields. Access to
classified information, required
for many positions in
intelligence and defense-related
agencies and companies, often is
denied because employees or
applicants are in the red.

Unless you are the president.

President Trump — privy to
the nation’s most precious
secrets — the vice president and
members of Congress aren’t
subjected to the same
background investigation many
federal workers must endure to

get or keep jobs. Those jobs are
with organizations that do
sensitive work, but the people
are not necessarily spies,
intelligence analysts or in high-
level positions. They can be
receptionists and office workers.

Whatever position, they must
have their finances under
control in the eyes of agency
decision-makers. Being
hundreds of millions of dollars
in debt certainly would raise
countless red flags. But not for
Trump.

The president’s “finances are
under stress, beset by losses and
hundreds of millions of dollars
in debt coming due that he has
personally guaranteed,”
according to a New York Times
article pegging his debt at
$421 million.

Security clearances have been
denied to regular employees and
contractors for much less. Their
stories reflect the financial
difficulties that can hit even in
the best of times. Reports from
the Defense Office of Hearings
and Appeals, which considers
security clearance contractor
cases from dozens of agencies,
provide these details, but no
names.

¢ A 51-year-old married office

manager with two adult children
had a security clearance since
1988. She earned about $80,000
annually. Because of admitted
poor judgment and setting her
own bills aside while she helped
family members, she
accumulated $51,000 in debt,
including $12,000 in federal
taxes.

The debt concern “is broader
than the possibility that a person
might knowingly compromise
classified information to raise
money,” wrote Noreen A. Lynch,
an administrative judge in the
office manager’s case. Quoting
government guidelines, Lynch
said that “failure to live within
one’s means, satisfy debts, and
meet financial obligations may
indicate poor self-control, lack of
judgment, or unwillingness to
abide by rules and regulations,
all of which can raise questions
about an individual's reliability,
trustworthiness, and ability to
protect classified or sensitive
information. . . . An individual
who is financially overextended
is at greater risk of having to
engage in illegal or otherwise
questionable acts to generate
funds.”

Regarding the office manager,
Lynch’s December 2019 report

said “she loves her job and
wishes to continue” with her
employer of 20 years.

That’s nice, but not enough.

“I conclude that it is not
clearly consistent with the
national interest to continue
Applicant’s eligibility for access
to classified information,” Lynch
declared. “Clearance is denied.”

¢ A 47-year-old Army veteran,
married with five kids, lost his
lucrative employment because
he wanted to help his cousin.
With his wife’s income, they
earned well over $200,000
annually and paid their bills on
time. Then the father decided to
co-sign student loans for his low-
credit-rated cousin — not once,
not twice, but three times.

The rest you can guess. The
cousin didn’t pay the debt, so the
father, a project manager with a
defense contractor, was stuck
with the bills. He refused to pay,
until it was too late — a decision
he regrets.

“I lost a substantial amount of
money because that happened,”
he said at a hearing. “I mean, in
retrospect I would have just paid
it”

His interim security clearance
was revoked in June 2019. A
February decision by

Administrative Judge Pamela C.
Benson upheld his denial to
classified information access.

“His unwillingness to make
good-faith efforts to repay the
charged-off student loans when
he has the financial means to do
so shows he cannot always be
trusted to fulfill his promises,’
Benson wrote.

¢ A 42-year-old mother of
three and her husband suffered
unemployment and financial
trouble so great they moved to
another state to live with her
parents. Over a three-year
period, she accumulated more
than $30,000 in debt from credit
cards and car loans and had one
vehicle repossessed.

Apparently, there was little
evidence in her favor as she
sought a security clearance.
When “evaluating the very
limited evidence in the record in
the context of the whole person,
I conclude Applicant has not
mitigated the security concerns
raised by her delinquent debts,”
Administrative Judge John
Bayard Glendon wrote in his
January decision.

With more than 4 million
citizens holding security
clearances at the “secret” level or
above, not all with financial ills

are rejected.

A 44-year-old security
receptionist, married with an
adult daughter, was granted
access to classified information
in January. Unemployment and
underemployment left her owing
$47,600 to several sources and
with a car that was voluntarily
repossessed.

But an administrative judge,
Mark Harvey, found her efforts
to resolve her delinquent debts
“sufficient to mitigate financial
considerations security
concerns. . . . Applicant
understands how to budget and
what she needs to do to establish
and maintain her financial
responsibility” Harvey granted
the receptionist access to
classified information.

Many stories don’t have a
happy ending. One person had to
abandon his life’s work after
years of graduate study to
prepare for a job with the
Defense Intelligence Agency. He
was denied security clearance
because of his massive student
loans — even though he’s not
delinquent on those loans.

He declined to be named but
was open about his feelings: “I'm
definitely bitter.”

Jjoe.davidson @washpost.com

U.S. budgel deficit breaches $3.1 trillion amid debale over more virus relief

DEFICIT FROM Al

government brought in
$3.420 trillion in tax revenue in
2020, a slight decrease from last
year.

“Most of the increase in the
deficit relative to last year is
higher spending as a result of
covid relief” said Marc Gold-
wein, a budget expert at the
Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget, which advocates
for reducing the deficit.

The new figures come as the
White House and House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) are locked
in negotiations about another
round of economic relief, which
could include about $2 trillion
more in aid. Spending like this
could further add to the govern-
ment’s budget deficit, but eco-
nomic experts from across the
political spectrum, including
Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H.
Powell, have said the assistance
is necessary to prevent the eco-
nomic recovery from flagging
and keep millions of people from
falling into poverty. Businesses
have picked up the pace of layoffs
in recent weeks, particularly at
travel-related companies.

Numerous Republican law-
makers have bristled at the fed-
eral spending spree in response
to the pandemic, and the surging
deficit may fuel their reluctance
to authorize additional relief.
Conservatives alarmed by the
deficit may also push hard for its
reduction should Democratic
presidential nominee Joe Biden
win the election, setting the
stage for a revival of the fierce
budget battles prevalent during
much of the Obama administra-
tion.

The government traditionally
runs some sort of budget deficit,
and it finances the gap between
taxes and spending by issuing
debt. Interest rates are low,
which has made it relatively
inexpensive to issue debt. But the
debt totals have risen markedly
during the Trump administra-
tion, even before the pandemic,
upending the president’s 2016
campaign vow to eliminate the
debt over eight years. The debt
when Trump entered office was
about $14.4 trillion. It now
stands at around $21 trillion.

The previous highest deficit
recorded was in 2009, when it
came in at $1.4 trillion. That is
less than half this year’s tally.

In March and April, Congress
approved close to $3 trillion in
spending programs in response
to the pandemic. This included
hundreds of billion of dollars in
aid for the unemployed and
small businesses, as well as
$1,200 stimulus checks for mil-
lions of Americans. The economy
fell into a steep recession earlier
this year as many businesses
shut down and sent workers
home because of the virus out-
break.

The government’s spending
imbalance skyrocketed in April
and June as the government’s
coronavirus relief efforts were
implemented and the economy
cratered. That’s because the gap
between federal spending and
collected tax revenue grew to
unprecedented levels. The
monthly deficit jumped to
$738 billion for April alone,
which was a record until the
monthly deficit for June came in
at $864 billion. The June deficit
was bigger than the entire 12-
month deficit in 2018.

Spending soared across gov-
ernment agencies this year. The

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin,economic adviser Larry Kudlow and Scott Atlas of the Hoover Institution listen as President Trump speaks at an August virus briefing.
The debt when Trump entered office was about $14.4 trillion. It now stands at around $21 trillion.

“Stacked up
against questions
about the debt,
meaningful
investments to
improve people’s
lives should win
every lime.
Massive
investment right
now will help the
econony growth
overall, and if we
pursue austertty,
people will suffer
and we will have a
slower, more
painful recovery

across the board.”

Angela Hanks, deputy
executive director of the
Groundwork Collaborative

Education Department, for in-
stance, spent 96 percent more
than it had last fiscal year, while
the Small Business Administra-
tion spent close to $600 billion
more than previous years due to
its implementation of the Pay-
check Protection Program for
small businesses hurt by the
virus.

Monthly deficits have since
subsided somewhat, as the pace
of new government spending
slowed and the U.S. economy
began to bounce back and the
unemployment rate fell, result-
ing in greater tax revenue. In
August, the monthly federal defi-
cit came in at $200 billion, as the
amount of federal spending was
halved from June. But this de-
crease in spending has come
amid signs that the economic
recovery is slowing, which has
prompted the White House and
some lawmakers to consider
more aid.

Despite the increase of the
deficit, economists and lawmak-
ers from both sides of the politi-
cal aisle have clamored for more
government spending. The un-
employment rate fell from
14.7 percent in April to 7.9 per-
cent in September, but tens of
millions of Americans remain
out of work, and elevated jobless
claims have persisted. A federal
unemployment benefit for mil-
lions of people has expired, and
economists warn that the recov-
ery could be stalled or set back by
prematurely ending government
aid programs.

America’s failure to adequate-
ly stimulate the economy helped
lead to a tepid recovery from the
Great Recession, and lawmakers
should avoid making the same

U.S. revenue and spending
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mistake again, said Angela
Hanks, deputy executive director
of the Groundwork Collabora-
tive, a left-leaning group. Con-
gress must still pass more spend-
ing to prevent people from going
hungry or losing their homes,
she said.

“Stacked up against questions
about the debt, meaningful in-
vestments to improve people’s
lives should win every time,”
Hanks said. “Massive investment
right now will help the economy
growth overall, and if we pursue
austerity, people will suffer and
we will have a slower, more
painful recovery across the
board.”

Brian Ried], a budget analyst
at the conservative-leaning Man-
hattan Institute, warned that
America’s jobs recovery has al-
ready picked up the “low-hang-
ing fruit” positions that were

THE WASHINGTON POST

easy to bring back. Other jobs in
sectors such as the hospitality,
airline and restaurant industries
will be harder to bring back,
particularly as the United States
braces for an increase in corona-
virus cases during the cold win-
ter months.

“The growth is leveling off.
The economic recovery is level-
ing off” Riedl said. “Which
means the deficit numbers will
continue to be pretty bad.”

But the bipartisan consensus
that approved the big jump in
spending earlier this year ap-
pears to have waned, and some
Senate Republicans have sig-
naled they are not comfortable
with the big spending package
that the White House is negotiat-
ing with Pelosi.

Trump fell far short of his
pledge to curb the national debt
from the 2016 presidential cam-

paign, when he argued: “We’ve
got to get rid of the $19 trillion in
debt.” Trump spearheaded a Re-
publican effort to approve
$2 trillion in tax cuts in 2017, and
he also worked with Congress to
approve large spending increas-
esin 2018.

On Wednesday, Trump told the
New York Economic Club that
reducing the federal debt would
be a priority of his second term,
even as he urges Congress to
spend more than $1.8 trillion on
an additional relief package.
Trump also said faster economic
growth would erase the U.S. debt
burden, although budget experts
say spending cuts or tax hikes
would be necessary to do so.

“It’s very concerning to me
and were going to start doing
that. I think you’re going to start
to see tremendous growth . . . the
growth is going to get it done,”
Trump said of the rising debt.
“It’s very much on my mind.”

Trump also asserted Thursday,
without evidence or explanation,
that China would pay for the
stimulus package, similar to his
previous false claim that Mexico
would pay for the border wall. All
the spending increases he has
authorized since taking office
have been financed by U.S. gov-
ernment funds.

The $3.1trillion deficit reflects
the 2020 fiscal year, which in-
cludes several months before the
pandemic struck. Both the
amount of federal spending this
year and the overall deficit are
record amounts in American his-
tory, senior Treasury Depart-
ment officials told reporters on a
phone call Friday.

Jeff.stein@washpost.com
andrew.vandam@washpost.com
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Coping, not cured

In his Oct. 1 Thursday Opinion column, “Joe Biden
outperforms the performer president,” Matt Bai
used the words “the childhood stutter that has now
returned.” As a person who stutters, I know that one
does not outgrow this childhood-onset fluency
disorder. We manage it with different coping tech-
niques to communicate effectively.

Cathy Henderson, Silver Spring

The trash talk we need

Never underestimate the power of a good laugh. A
huge thank-you to Hank Stuever, the headline
writers and the copy editors of the Oct. 1 Style section
for their very funny take on the Sept. 29 presidential
candidates’ “debate”: “Dumpster fires to U.S.: Hey,
leave us out of this!”

It made my morning.

Susan Bodiker, Washington

MELINA MARA/THE WASHINGTON POST

President Trump and Democratic presidential
nominee Joe Biden in Cleveland on Sept. 29.

Dispiriting equivalence

In his Sept. 30 front-page The Take column, “A
dispiriting first faceoff and an insult to Ameri-
ca,” Dan Balz admitted that the tone of the first
presidential debate was established by President
Trump, but went on to say that Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Joe Biden “looked peevish. . . respond-
ing with well-prepared rejoinders but also with
dismissive verbal broadsides.” Balz called it an
“unseemly shout fest” between the candidates.

Is the need to seem evenhanded so overpowering
that we cannot recognize behavior that is not just
unseemly, not just outside the norm, but potentially
treasonous? The president implicitly threatened
violence against the American people in the form of
his white-supremacist supporters if we dared to try
to vote him out.

Jill McGowan, Silver Spring

What Going Gray revealed

In her Oct. 1 Ask Amy column, “Trainer who
knocked out his hookup’s husband is floored that he
was fired,” Amy Dickinson gratuitously attacked the
letter-writer “Going Gray” as “too sensitive,” even
though Dickinson admitted not knowing the specif-
ics of what the hairstylist said. Without sufficient
facts, Dickinson became sarcastic and insulting in
the last paragraph.

Though so-called snowflakes may exist, on the
facts submitted, we have no idea where Going Gray
fell on the spectrum. Shame on Dickinson for
jumping to conclusions. I think I will follow her
advice and “patronize any business” I want by no
longer reading her column and encouraging others
to do the same. She has revealed more about herself
and her own attitudes and biases than we could ever
know about Going Gray or the hairstylist!

Ginna Ingram, Potomac

Not headline material

I was disappointed in the misleading headlines of
two articles in the Oct. 1 Metro section. On the front
page of the section, a headline trumpeted, “Army vet
in Va. gets 74-year prison term.” Other than a
mention in passing, way down in the article, that the
judge acknowledged the felon’s service, there was
nothing that tied military service to the crime for
which the individual was convicted. The headline
suggested such a tie and was therefore unwarranted.

Another article, on the back page of the Metro
section, had a headline, “Veteran not competent to
stand trial in slaying,” that similarly suggested a
connection between an accused murderer and his
military service. Again, because the article didn’t
discuss such a connection, the headline was unwar-
ranted.

Because there was no evidence presented that
military service had anything to do with the sub-
stance of the articles, that service should not have
been mentioned in the headlines.

Van Stewart, Alexandria

Don’t forget labor

The Oct. 4 Election 2020 graphic “Where Trump
and Biden stand on the issues” was very informative.
I liked its format of “Yes”/“No” on topics with brief
explanations. But it was very disappointing that
there was not even the slightest addressing of labor
rights. Does anyone at The Post work for a living?

Kevin P. Creighan, Washington
The writer is secretary-treasurer of
the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA.

Extra innings, extra excitement

The Oct. 1 Sports columns by Thomas Boswell
[“Sports crowds share joy. Now games feel emptier.”]
and Dave Sheinin [“For MLB, it’s a long day’s playoff
journey into night”] were beautifully written and
thoughtful.

Sheinin wrote that the record-setting, 13-inning
Braves-Reds game in Atlanta “unwittingly demon-
strat[ed] the appeal of the extra-inning rule MLB
used during the regular season — with each half-
inning in extras starting with a runner on second.” I
couldn’t disagree more. The last three innings were
some of the most exciting I've ever seen, with the
Reds loading the bases with two outs in the 11th and
only one in the 13th, and yet the Braves pitched and
fielded so well the Reds didn’t score. The “runner-
on-second” rule would have robbed fans of all that
suspense and great play, to say nothing of the classic
“small ball” finish in the bottom of the 13th.

It was one of the greatest games I've ever seen. I
wouldn’t have had it any other way.

Alan Baragona, Staunton, Va.

Volunteer Danielle Pingue helps pack boxes for senior citizens at D.C.’s Capital Area Food Bank on March 16.
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Charity begins al home

The Oct. 3 news article “U.S. faces shortfall of billions of
meals, food bank warns,” about the increasing pressure on the
nation’s food banks, continued a distressing trend I have
noticed in The Post’s coverage of these important organiza-
tions. The story was accompanied by a large photograph from
the Greater Boston Food Bank and told the story of how one
Massachusetts family depended on their services. This article
joined a number of other articles on food banks in The Post
that ignore the fact that the D.C. metropolitan area is served

leader in providing food to those in need.

also look at where it lives for stories?

CRAIG HUDSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

by the Capital Area Food Bank, which for decades has been a

This food bank supplies food to hundreds of charitable
agencies and churches in this area to support local families
and children. Was a telephone call to ask for information
about CAFB’s experience during the pandemic too difficult?
I'm happy that Boston has a food bank, but shouldn’t The Post

Grant P. Thompson, Washington

Cover SE D.C.

and NW D.C.
the same way

On the night of Sept. 24, two
men were fatally shot in D.C. —
one in Southeast and the other in
Northwest. Each of the shootings
received about four column inch-
es of coverage in The Post’s Local
Digest on Sept. 25 [Metro]. On
Sept. 26, the Northwest death was
detailed in more than an addi-
tional 20 inches of coverage
[“Slaying might be linked to pot,
police chief says,” Metro]. I saw
not another word on the South-
east death.

I find it terrible that The Post
contributes to a climate that ac-
cepts as routine Kkillings in Black
communities, usually finding
that it warrants no more than
minimum notation. Though I un-
derstand that such crime is
thankfully rare in Ward 3, where I
live, I fear The Post’s pattern of
coverage in effect serves to nor-
malize Killings elsewhere.

Appropriate and equivalent
coverage of Killing, wherever it
happens, would better inform all
of us and could help generate the
public and political will to ad-
dress both the causes of crime
and its punishment when it does
occur.

Mark Rosenman,
Washington

The better mask message

The Sept. 30 Style article “Maskless narcissists,
you’re right. This is all about you.” offered suggestions
for how to deal with people who don’t wear masks in
public, especially if they are narcissists. The article
mistook the effects of a public health misinformation
campaign for personality traits. Causing the reader to
perceive those maskless people as narcissists could
make the problem of divisiveness only worse.

Mask mandates have been compared to seat-belt or
helmet laws. But those laws protect only the wearer.
Not wearing a mask is more like drunken driving.
Most people have been well educated on drunken-
driving laws and understand and agree with those
laws. They respect that drunken driving endangers
the lives of others. If we had received clear messaging
from the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic
about how wearing a mask protects everyone around
you, everywhere — not just Grandma at home — and
that not wearing a mask can Kill total strangers
nearby, I think more people would have complied.

Calling these people narcissists implied that those
not wearing masks know better but refuse to comply.
That isn’t the case at all. They really are uninformed.
They’ve been told by the news, state leaders and even
the president that masks are just okay or they’re
what the liberals wear to make a point about how
bad the situation is. I hope our leaders and journal-
ists can get on the same page, start explaining the
danger better and remind people that going without
a magk, even if they’re not sick, is just like drunken
driving. I think with clearer education, much of that
“narcissism” would magically disappear, and, may-
be, so would the virus.

Nancy Schneider, Clifion

An elementary omission

Failing to so much as mention Basil Rathbone’s
portrayal of Sherlock Holmes in an article about
the great detective’s appearance in film, “Sleuthing
out other Sherlock adaptations” [Style, Sept. 30], was
akin to omitting Mozart from any discussion about
18th-century music.

Bill Straub, Silver Spring
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‘With the White House in the background, 20,000 chairs, each representing 10 deaths from the
coronavirus pandemic in the United States, are lined up on the Ellipse in Washington on Oct. 4.

These empty chairs held a lot of meaning

Katherine Frey’s stark and moving Metro section
photograph of the 20,000 empty chairs on the
Ellipse, representing the more than 200,000 corona-
virus victims in the United States, deserved to be on
the Oct. 5 front page. Instead, the top headlines all
described the confusion, mendacity and incompe-
tence surrounding one specific case of the disease —
the one who was under treatment at Walter Reed

National Military Medical Center, the one largely
responsible for the tragic course of the pandemic in
this country. The circus surrounding the president’s
own illness reflected the administration’s approach
to managing the virus, with stubborn denials and
shockingly careless behavior leading us here, to a
field of empty chairs.

Patrick L. Phillips, Washington

Lights in the tunnel

While The Post effectively uses the
power of words to prove that “Democracy
Dies in Darkness,” its actions also offer an
equally powerful proof: “People Grow in
Light.”

The evidence: Ann Hornaday and Rob-
in Givhan. Two writers planted in the silos
of film and fashion and productively
providing the fruits of their minds to
nurture The Post’s hungry readers but
who now are no longer growing where
they were planted.

Their Oct. 4 columns, demonstrating
not just the depth of their roots but the
width of their worldviews, now appear “up
front” in the light where they can get the
attention they deserve.

Thanks for helping us see not just some
light at the end of the tunnel but also the
nature of the tunnel itself.

Lewis Rhodes, Silver Spring

Robin Givhan’s Oct. 4 The Critique
column, “After diagnosis, masks morph
into a symbol of anger,” was an excellent
example of her prose. She writes in a fluid
and eloquent style without being verbose.
Her images are often striking, such as her
metaphor about masks: “The mask is a
repository for blame that has overflowed
the banks of the federal government and
has nowhere else to go.”

Her trenchant insights put the mun-
dane into a global perspective, such as her
comment that President Trump’s “ambiva-
lence about face masks has become a
matter of national security.” Ms. Givhan
deserves her new placement in the A
section.

Other opinion writers could learn from
her concise and expressive prose.

Terry Thompson, Clarksville

The moon, seen from Arlington, rises behind the
‘Washington Monument on Oct. 1.

Space to breathe

Perfectly placed on the last page of the Oct. 4 news
section filled with depressing news about the novel
coronavirus and President Trump, the night of the
tragedy in Kenosha, Wis., and a D.C. judge accused of
sexually assaulting a 16-year-old girl, Matt McClain’s
breathtaking photograph of the full moon behind the
Washington Monument allowed me to smile, reflect and
forget (if only for a few precious minutes) the 31 pages of
bad news that preceded it.

MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST

Bill Duggan, Washington

Digesting the Trump era

Kudos to Carlos Lozada for his wide-ranging survey of
the many books written about the Trump era [“The Trump
era, at maximum volume,” Book World, Oct. 4]. Being able
to digest more than 150 books on this topic is itself a
literary feat, but he managed to write with a degree of
objectivity most of us find difficult to attain during this
conflicted time.

Jo Ann Browning Seeley, Alexandria

The Oct. 4 Book World excerpt from Carlos Lozada’s
book, “What Were We Thinking: A Brief Intellectual
History of the Trump Era,” said not a word about
President Trump’s erratic, reckless and damaging foreign
policy and failure to secure our national security
interests. From a bizarre and possibly treasonous em-
brace of Russia, described in his own administration’s
National Security Strategy as a perilous foe, to his
complete failure in dealing with nuclear weapons issues
with North Korea and Iran, to his denial of climate
change, to withdrawal from one multilateral treaty after
another, Trump has proved to be just what 50 former
national security officials who served under Republican
presidents predicted in August 2016: “the most reckless”
president in U.S. history. More than 70 such men and
women say that today, plus nearly 500 top military
leaders.

Virtually every respected national security leader in
the country — former secretaries of defense and state and
heads of national intelligence — has condemned Trump’s
performance over nearly four years. Many have quit the
administration in disgust at his lack of competence. The
recent Pew Research Center survey of global views of the
United States verifies the collapse in respect for this
country under Trump.

Because the article was “adapted” from Lozada’s book,
it is impossible to know whether that volume contains
any mention of these critical issues.

Frederic B. Hill, Arrowsic, Maine
The writer was foreign affairs director for

Sen. Charles McC. Mathias Jr. (R-Md.). He is the author

of “Dereliction of Duty: The Failed Presidency
of Donald John Trump.”
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A dangerous declaration

The notion that we can ‘resume life as normal’ right now is misguided.

HE UNITED STATES and Europe are head-

ed into an autumn surge of coronavirus

infections that portends a winter of trouble.

New cases in the United States are trending
upward in 41 states and declining in none. So it may
be attractive to find a new plan for handling the
pandemic that offers a relatively sunny path. Don’t
be fooled.

The new plan, known as the Great Barrington
Declaration, was unveiled Oct. 4 at the American
Institute for Economic Research, a libertarian think
tank in that western Massachusetts town. The
authors call for protecting the “vulnerable,” but, for
most others — especially the young — recommend
“resume life as normal.” Open schools, universities,
restaurants and other businesses; hold arts, sports
and cultural activities; and follow “simple hygiene
measures.” The spreading infection will eventually
reach “herd immunity,” a tipping point when enough
people gain natural immunity that the virus will not
circulate.

This is a terribly misguided and dangerous no-

tion. It would lead to a new wave of illness and
deaths. The authors, Martin Kulldorff of Harvard
University, Sunetra Gupta of Oxford University and
Jay Bhattacharya of Stanford University Medical
School, propose to “allow those who are at minimal
risk of death to live their lives normally to build up
immunity to the virus through natural infection,
while better protecting those who are at highest
risk.” How many people will die or suffer debilitating
sickness along this path toward “herd immunity”?
They don’t say. But the experience of the past nine
months provides incontrovertible evidence that
when people congregate in bars and restaurants, at
weddings, on cruise ships, in the White House or in
summer camp, the virus transmits and deaths
follow. President Trump’s disastrous encourage-
ment to Sun Belt states to open in May triggered a
catastrophic virus surge in the United States. Today,
the U.S. death toll is more than 217,000. How many
more waves, how many more overwhelmed hospi-
tals — like those in Wisconsin — would the authors
wish us to endure before reaching natural “herd

immunity”? They don’t say.

Allowing the virus to run riot in pursuit of this
chimera means deliberately putting down the tools
that now exist to save lives in the interim period
before an effective vaccine or drug therapy arrives.
Those tools include selective restrictions on how
people can congregate, as well as social distancing
and other measures. The authors rightly point to the
enormous cost of lockdowns, especially in education
and the economy. Public fatigue also makes some
restrictions less useful or reliable. But given the
surging infections, every measure that works must
be considered. The authors do not even mention face
masks, one of the most effective.

The White House says the Great Barrington
Declaration “aligns very strongly” with Mr. Trump’s
policy. At least in spirit, it certainly matches his
reckless surrender to the virus, neglecting to mount
a vigorous federal response, and instead turning it
over to besieged states and localities. Beware all
those who say the virus will vanish if we simply relax
and stop worrying about it.

The other public
health disaster

The opioid crisis didn’t disappear
amid the pandemic.

NDERSTANDABLY, THE coronavirus pan-

demic ranks as the nation’s top public

health priority, with first claim on limited

public funds and public attention. Yet more
of both must be devoted to the public health
catastrophe that dominated the headlines before the
coronavirus hit early this year, and that has not
disappeared since: opioid addiction.

In fact, the likelihood is that the coronavirus
pandemic has worsened the opioid crisis. Treatment
for addiction is expensive and time-consuming and
requires health-care professionals to sustain direct
personal interaction with patients. All of that has
been made more difficult by the diversion of medical
personnel and hospital space to covid-19 and by
necessary restrictions on individual movement.
Joblessness and social isolation create emotional
stress that may interfere with recovery. One in
8 adults surveyed in June by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported increased sub-
stance use since the pandemic began, according to
the Wall Street Journal. The American Medical
Association recently declared itself “greatly con-
cerned” by reports of increased death from overdos-
es, particularly of the synthetic opioid fentanyl.

To be sure, definitive overdose-death statistics for
2020 are not yet available, but trends were heading
in the wrong direction even before this year, as
provisional CDC figures released in July show. Drug
overdose deaths in the United States rose 4.6 percent
in 2019 to 70,980, including 50,042 involving opi-
oids, reversing what had been a 4.1 percent decline
between 2017 and 2018 — the first such decrease in
decades. What’s more, data gathered by Hawre Jalal
and Donald S. Burke of the University of Pittsburgh
suggest that the 2018 decline did not reflect im-
proved access to treatment or better treatment
methods. Rather, it traced to a short-term drop in
supply of a particularly deadly Chinese-made syn-

U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE FOR UTAH VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

Fentanyl-laced fake oxycodone pills collected during an investigation.

thetic opioid — carfentanil.

The Obama administration deserves credit for
pressuring China on this point late in its second
term, and the Trump administration has followed
up. Yet supply-side interventions, while welcome
and necessary, must be augmented by effective
demand reduction. A study by Stanford psychiatric
researcher Chelsea Shover and colleagues shows
that fentanyl consumption has just begun to spread
from the Eastern United States to the previously less
affected states west of the Mississippi, whose share
of fentanyl deaths roughly quadrupled between 2017
to 2019.

In 2016, President Trump promised lasting prog-
ress on opioids, but clearly he has not delivered. It’s

not so much that he has done nothing — his
administration has spent $3 billion per year in new
money on the problem. Rather, the spending still
isn’t substantial enough. Meanwhile, the president
has wasted time on irrelevancies such as the death
penalty for traffickers or backed actually harmful
ideas such as abolishing Obamacare. Democratic
presidential nominee Joe Biden has a comprehen-
sive and aggressive plan that would boost the federal
commitment to $125 billion over 10 years, but you
don’t hear much about it — not even from him. That
should change in what remains of the campaign, lest
it be forgotten that the legacy of the past nearly four
years includes not one but two major pieces of
unfinished business in public health.

A saler plan for emergency response

A proposal to fund alternatives to sending police during mental health crises merits Congress’s attention.

ARLIER THIS year, Daniel T. Prude died

after a brutal police encounter when officers

responded to a 911 call from Mr. Prude’s

brother, who was seeking help for his broth-
er’s psychosis. Daniel Prude’s senseless death em-
phasized the tragic reality that too often, a moment
of crisis turns into a fatal brush with the law,
particularly during a mental health emergency. The
obvious illogic and cruelty of using force against a
frightened, unarmed individual who poses no risk
raises the question: Couldn’t people in crisis be
assisted by someone other than an armed
policeman?

Though they may agree on little else, police
reform activists and police officers often agree that
law enforcement is asked to handle too many of
society’s problems. We've written before about the
proven value of training police officers to de-escalate
when called to help people in mental health emer-
gencies, but even with such training, police officers
are neither social workers nor mental health work-

ers. People experiencing crises that relate to mental
health, substance abuse or homelessness often fail to
get the help they really need when the police show
up. The very presence of an armed officer —
particularly one who doesn’t recognize that a person
in mental distress may respond unpredictably to the
stress of the situation — can lead to a deadly
escalation.

With many failures of policing on horrific display
in recent months, calls to divest from law enforce-
ment as main providers of public safety must
contend with an awkward reality — in most places,
non-policing solutions do not yet exist. Now comes a
proposed remedy from Sen. Chris Van Hollen
(D-Md.) and Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.): the Commu-
nity-Based Response Act. The bill would create a
grant program, run by the Department of Health
and Human Services, to support localities in build-
ing alternatives to law enforcement for emergency
and non-emergency response.

Investing in non-policing solutions, as the bill

does, is a crucial contribution to broader efforts to
reimagine public safety. Certainly, some localities
already deploy solutions to crisis response that do
not rely solely on the police. The Cahoots program in
Eugene, Ore., handles a portion of the city’s 911 calls,
sending a medic and a crisis worker when the
emergency doesn’t warrant a law enforcement re-
sponse. More informally, many marginalized com-
munities that have fraught relationships with law
enforcement have long devised ways to respond to
their own crises that don’t involve calling the police.
Still, this bill’s commitment to supporting communi-
ty coalitions in building new options would be a
major step forward that would enable much-needed
experimentation. Such experimentation in turn
would generate important data about what works
best for different communities.

With Congress as dysfunctional as it is these days,
the prospects for movement anytime soon on a bill
such as this are slim. But the next Congress should
make this effort a priority.

LOCAL OPINIONS

Leave some admission choices to chance

Regarding the Oct. 9 Metro article, “Magnet
school entry test is over”:

The Fairfax County School Board was right to
abolish the entry test for Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology, but it should also
abolish the fiction that any admissions process can
make sensible choices when the entry pool is so large
and the winning candidates so few.

Making exact choices based on inexact informa-
tion is what data scientists call “spurious precision.”
That is what traditionally happens at Thomas Jeffer-
son, where only 19 percent of applicants pass
through the entry gates, leaving outside many who
would perform at the same or higher levels if given
the chance.

When admissions officers are forced to make
unreasonably restrictive decisions, their decisions
will become arbitrary and unreflective of the com-
munity at large. The uncomfortable truth is that

many more students than could fit within the halls of
Thomas Jefferson would shine under the close
attention and high-quality resources that the school
provides.

But given the physical limitations of the facility,
how to choose? The best answer is what Superinten-
dent Scott Brabrand has proposed: a first filter, based
on a defined level of achievement, to identify a pool
of high-potential candidates — and then a lottery.

Let’s remove the unfair obligation on Thomas
Jefferson admissions officers to make impossibly
fine distinctions among a crop of highly talented
candidates. Let’s recognize that, like all expensive
goods, high-quality education has to be rationed
somehow.

Sometimes the fairest, and most effective, way to
share out limited benefits has to include an element
of chance.

Brad Swanson, VVienna
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Voting isn’t a sport

Regarding Mike Murphy’s Oct. 13 Tuesday Opin-
ion commentary, “One way for networks to fight
election-night misinformation”:

Mr. Murphy’s suggestions on how to deal with
media reporting on election returns have one huge
flaw: that these need to be reported at all prior to a
final vote count. For years, I have been agog at the
practice of rolling reporting of which states go for
which candidate, hours before more westward states
close their polling places. This can exert undue
influence on voters and interfere with a fair election
just as surely as can hackers in Moscow.

I suppose watching voting returns on election
night is like watching a horse race for many. Highly
entertaining if you can stay awake that long. But
voting is not a sport and should not be treated as
one.

The best way to report voting results is to wait
until all votes are counted, determine the winner by
the normal methods state by state, and when the
process is complete, the news media can simply
announce the results showing how each state voted,
etc.

Does this violate freedom of the press? Perhaps.
But an election is not the same as most other news.
The need to keep the process secure, like other
matters of national security, should take prece-
dence. Ballots are secret for a reason. The results
should remain as such until all the votes are
counted.

Let the people enjoy their favorite shows on
election night. Lord knows they can use some
diversion. The results will be known soon enough,
and voters will be able to get a good night’s sleep to
boot.

Norman Dovberg, Reston

Preventing imperialism

Regarding Max Boot’s Oct. 8 Thursday Opin-
ion commentary, “The dangers of an imperial
presidency”:

President Trump, having done a good job of
virtually nothing else, has clearly delineated many of
the fault lines of our democracy. Mr. Boot cites a long
list of abuses and irresponsible behavior by
Mr. Trump and makes an important recommenda-
tion regarding control of the nuclear arsenal.

Coming at that problem — and many others we
have witnessed in the Trump administration from
the front end — three basic suggestions come to
mind: First, any candidate for president who quali-
fies to be on a debate stage during the primaries
must have released their tax returns for a specified
number of years. Second, once a president is elected,
his or her businesses and other financial instru-
ments as defined by legislation must be put in a
blind trust before taking the oath of office. Third, all
candidates for Congress and the presidency should
have to pass a background check that would condi-
tionally preapprove them for an appropriate level of
security clearance.

The Congressional Research Service recommend-
ed background checks for members of Congress in
2011. Legislation has been introduced in the past but
has gone nowhere. Apparently, there is a notion that
election is a public stamp of approval for an
officeholder to have access to classified information.
How quaint. As for Mr. Trump, if these few things
were law, he never would have come down that
escalator.

Cortez Austin, Upper Marlboro

Big changes ahead

Regarding E.J. Dionne Jr’s Oct. 12 op-ed, “The
GOP’s brazen, deceitful court-packing”:

Mr. Dionne is right, as usual. The Republicans are
going to confirm yet another justice who is openly
opposed to Roe v. Wade. The assumption is that the
court will now overturn Roe. Fine. Do it.

I am pro-choice; I am not pro-abortion. There’s a
difference. I don’t know anyone who is pro-abortion.
That’s an epithet used by folks who are opposed to
women’s right to choose what happens to their
bodies.

That said, I'm more than ready to see Roe
overturned if it happens. It’s puzzling that Republi-
cans have had to ability to do this for about 30 years,
but they did not. So, do it, be done with it, then shut
up about it and get on with other business.

Bob Bailey, Silver Spring

President Trump, Post columnists and others
continue to say that Democratic nominees Joe Biden
and Kamala D. Harris should state whether they will
try to expand the size of the Supreme Court in an
effort to make it less dominated by Republican-nom-
inated justices.

The answer Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris should be
giving is simple. The Republicans are the ones
already packing the Supreme Court. They have
excessively politicized the process for selecting and
confirming nominees, and their rules changes and
hypocrisy threaten to pack the court with another
Republican ideologue.

If the Republicans persist in this effort and force
through President Trump’s late-term nomination of
Judge Amy Coney Barrett before the election, Mr.
Biden and the Democrats must consider all available
tools to try to make the Supreme Court less politi-
cized, less ideological, and governed more by exist-
ing law and court precedent.

Asking Mr. Biden and the Democrats to rule out
any available tool to address the horrible damage to
the court, its reputation and future rulings caused by
the Republicans’ partisan power politics is a foolish
diversion that could prevent future efforts to restore
democracy and fair play.

Eric N. Lindblom, Takoma Park

Combating poverty

The Oct. 12 editorial “Another covid-19 casualty”
addresses one of the main problems facing humani-
ty today. It correctly points to the need for more
assistance to those in that dire situation. However,
we must keep in mind that solving poverty should be
done not only by providing food and financial
assistance, but also by insisting that education in its
multiple forms has a critical role to play to improve
this situation.

César Chelala, New York

¥ Letters can be sent to letters@washpost.com.
Submissions must be exclusive to The Post and should
include the writer’s address and telephone number.
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COLBERT I. KING

Voler suppression
that echoes the
KKK and Jim Crow

hen it comes to voter suppression, there’s

not a dime’s worth of difference between

the goals of the post-Reconstruction Ku

Klux Klan and the intention of today’s
Donald Trump Republicans. Their common endeav-
or? Make it harder for people of color to vote.

The targets of the Klan then were communities
that posed serious political threats. Thus, the KKK
concentrated on formerly enslaved Black men, Black
elected officials and their supporters, as National
Geographic noted.

Today, Trump’s Republican allies are targeting
communities that are home mainly to people of color.

Of course the difference between the turn of the
20th century and now is a matter of tactics. But let’s
follow the common thread through American history.

The Klan’s calling card was violence rendered in
the dark of night by men disguised in white hoods
and robes. The primary weapon was fear.

No act of terror went too far. Cross-burning,
kidnapping, murder and lynching were deployed to
keep Blacks from the polls.

The post-Civil War era also brought forth a group
of White people who thought of themselves as
“Redeemers” — Southern “patriots” out to rescue Old
Dixie from an encroaching federal government, with
aims to restore white supremacy and maintain power
over Black voters through gerrymandering, electoral
intimidation and unfair ballot laws.

The Klan’s decline gave rise to Jim Crow laws
throughout the South that officially authorized
racism in places of public accommodation and placed
race-laden roadblocks across paths to the voting
booth. That shameful era also birthed the poll tax,
literacy tests and the “grandfather clause” that
allowed White men who failed literacy tests to vote if
their grandfathers had voted by 1867.

The voter suppression tactics of 2020 don’t involve
the KKK’s night rides, it’s true, but they are equally
focused on controlling Election Day outcomes that
favor folks who disfavor folks of color.

Thus, we witness today’s purges of voter rolls in
Black communities; onerous voter-ID and witness-
signature laws; changes to the terms and require-
ments of voter registration; limitations on polling
places; curtailed early voting; and the disenfran-
chisement of people with felony convictions — even
after other voters have affirmed their right to vote.

True, those attacks on voting haven’t led to
emergency rooms or cemeteries. If allowed to stand,
however, such restrictions can be just as effective at
stripping electoral power from Black Americans and
other people of color.

Voting vandalism is not all that voters of a darker
hue must contend with this year. Staring them in the
face is the “army” of supporters that President Trump
wants to see descend upon polling places to “moni-
tor” voter behavior. The prospect of Trump’s unoffi-
cial army of thugs lurking around voting precincts
may be intimidating enough to scare off some
Democratic voters. A depressed turnout among Black
voters would spell victory for voter suppression.

Trump’s relentless supporters have made surrepti-
tious efforts to suppress the Black vote into an art
form. The latest unmasking came with discovery by
social media researchers of dozens of fake accounts of
supposed Black supporters of Trump that push out to
tens of thousands a narrative that attempts to soften
Trump’s racist image and, by extension, dissuade
Black voters from backing Joe Biden and Kamala
D. Harris. A non-vote for the Democratic ticket is a
vote for Trump and his sidekick, Mike Pence.

Not to be undone, Trump is using the bully pulpit
to do his part on behalf of voter suppression. He’s
using — no, make that abusing — his office as a
platform from which to scream bloody murder about
the “problem” of voter fraud. In fact, the only fraud
being perpetrated is Trump’s bogus charge.

Not only is Trump trying to chill turnout, but he is
also laying the groundwork for legal challenges of an
election he fears losing.

Again, Trump’s behavior is tied to the past. He
spews the same voter-fraud fiction conjured up
during the Reconstruction era to discredit and
suppress the votes of newly freed slaves.

A small sample of Trump’s tweeted lies on June 22:
“RIGGED 2020 ELECTIONS: MILLIONS OF MAIL-
IN BALLOTS WILL BE PRINTED BY FOREIGN
COUNTRIES, AND OTHERS. IT WILL BE THE
SCANDAL OF OUR TIMES.”

Don’t laugh. The scandal is that Trump and his
backers might get away with it — just as the Ku Klux
Klan, the Redeemers and Deep South governments
suppressed Black voters for generations.

But only, knowing what we know, if we let them.

Folks, it’s the 19th century all over again. We must
act like we have learned something in the past
150 years. Let no roadblock separate you from your
rights. Vote!

kingc@uwashpost.com
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COULD WEG0 ONE DAY
WITHOUTA CRISIS
SCANDAL OR DISASTER?

LooK oVER HERE.
KIDS! Do You WANT
To SEE SOMETHING
WEALLY Scawvy?

BY DAVE WHAMOND

MEGAN MCARDLE

How a dubious
story backfired

on Twitter and
Facebook

eriodically, it seems that everyone in the pub-

lic eye, even tech giants, has to rediscover the

phenomenon known as the Streisand Effect —

the hard way, as Twitter and Facebook are now
doing.

The Streisand Effect is named for showbiz legend
Barbra Streisand, who noticed, in 2003, that photog-
rapher Kenneth Adelman had posted a picture of her
Malibu home. Possibly you had never heard of Adel-
man or his many coastal photographs; most people
hadn’t. Even fewer knew he’d photographed Strei-
sand’s home. But many more certainly knew after
Streisand sued Adelman. Before the lawsuit, the
images had been downloaded only six times, two of
those by her own lawyers. Afterward, the image got
hundreds of thousands of visits a month.

On Wednesday, Facebook and Twitter offered a live
demonstration of how this effect works. The New
York Post published a story based on a trove of leaked
emails allegedly found on a laptop belonging to
Hunter Biden, son of Joe Biden, the Democratic
presidential nominee. The provenance of the emails
seems questionable (Russia, murmurs someone to
my left), and even if they’re real, it’s unclear that they
tell us anything we didn’t already strongly suspect,
namely that, like the children of many political
figures, Hunter Biden seems to have made every
effort to cash in on his last name.

What’s missing is evidence that his father partici-
pated in this, other than perhaps unwittingly, so the
story probably wouldn’t have gone anywhere much.
But Facebook restricted sharing of the story, and
Twitter decided to ban any links to it, then to suspend
the accounts of users who had tweeted them —
including Jake Sherman of Politico.

“Censorship!” cries the right, even as the left hollers
“Twitter’s not the government!” But given that Face-
book and Twitter actually helped expand the work’s
audience — however unintentionally — this isn’t
really a great example of censorship, private or public.

What it does represent is something the right has
become keenly alive to: the left’s exercise of power
over cultural spaces where right-wingers are being
driven toward extinction. That power isn’t new, of
course, but for a long time, its practical effect was
mostly a matter of focus, or at worst, as social
psychologist Jonathan Haidt puts it, asking “Can I
believe it?” about narratives that flattered left-wing
views, and “Must I believe it?” about those that
favored the right.

More recently, however, in many venues the quiet
hegemony of covert decisions has been turning into
an explicit regime, confidently exercising its preroga-
tives. There are a lot of theories about why, and
probably there are a lot of actual reasons, too, but
clearly, it is happening in spaces that used to brand
themselves as neutral. Sure, Twitter insists that the
Biden story violated prior policy about publishing
potentially hacked materials, lest the platform en-
courage further malfeasance — but would Twitter
apply that standard to the recent New York Times
investigation of Trump’s tax returns, considering that
whoever leaked them to the Times quite possibly
committed a federal crime?

Undoubtedly, one factor contributing to this shift
is that people who work in all sorts of media compa-
nies — social on the West Coast, old-school on the East
—believe that they helped propel Trump into the Oval
Office. There’s enormous pressure, internal and ex-
ternal, not to repeat that mistake. For example, by
amplifying stolen emails that could reignite a back-
burnered Democratic scandal right before a presi-
dential election.

Imyself am alternately enraged and grieved by our
president; I aspire to expedite his exit from the
national stage by every legal means. But I do wonder
whether the sort of thing we saw this week actually
accelerates the arrival of that happy day — or whether
the left, like Streisand, might be contributing to the
very outcome it most wants to avoid.

Trump has generated unprecedented resistance by
openly flouting norms that traditional politicians at
worst used to dodge quietly. The members of that
resistance have understandably come to believe that
more aggressive curbs on conservative “fake news”
are a necessary counterweight to the disproportion-
ate political power currently enjoyed by the right, and
the thuggish way Trump wields it.

But such actions can only call attention to how
lopsided and largely unaccountable the left’s own
power is in the cultural sphere. There’s a reason
President Trump likes to spotlight that imbalance,
too — and market himself as the necessary corrective.
So if you want to hasten him out of office, a preemp-
tive self-balancing, rather than a more muscular tilt,
might be the counterweight America actually needs.

Twitter: @asymmetricinfo

ALEXANDRA PETRI

Civics 101: The Amy Coney Barrett hearing edition

i there, class! Let’s talk about civics. I'm an

Unearthly Conglomerate of Sens. Ben Sasse

(R-Neb.) and Mike Lee (R-Utah)! You may

recall my comments about civics during the
Amy Coney Barrett confirmation hearing!

And I'm Susie, a large cartoon bird! We’re here to
talk to you about the way our democracy works!

Whoa there, Susie. Democracy?

Sorry, Unearthly Conglomerate. You’re right. This
isn’t technically a democracy.

Exactly. As I tweeted, “Democracy isn’t the objec-
tive. Liberty, peace, and prospefity are. We want the
human condition to flourish. Rank democracy can
thwart that.”

What’s “prospefity”?

It’s something that flourishes when we shut down
rank democracy. When the will of the people is too
directly represented, we all know that is bad for the
human condition. If too many people are allowed to
vote, sometimes they will put Democrats in charge.
And then those Democrats pass laws that give people
too much health-care coverage, which makes Ameri-
casad.

Shouldn’t people get to do that, if they want to?

Absolutely not! This is civics, not politics.

Isthere a difference?

Of course! Politics drives people apart; civics
brings them together. Civics means “nonpartisan

things even eighth-graders can agree on.” For in-
stance, we can all agree that there are three branches
of government: the legislative, the executive and the
judicial. One is a group of Republicans who make the
laws, one is a godlike being who is perfect, and one
interprets the laws to say that he gets to stay in power
for as long as he likes and that Obamacare is an
unwanted imposition!

So, how does a Supreme Court justice get appointed?

I'm glad you asked, Susie! What happens is that the
Republican president nominates a person for the
Supreme Court, and the Senate confirms that person
right away.

I'm sorry, it sounded like you said a Republican
president. I'm confused. Isn’t this civics?

Well, the president has to be Republican, Susie.
Otherwise we can’t be sure he represents the will of
the people! Just look at this map. Most of this map is
red, and it is important that the biggest land mass
possible be heard. People cluster together and make
the map blue in certain areas, but that just indicates
that they do not want their voices to count very much.
Remember, Susie, Supreme Court appointments are
for life, so you can’t be too careful when picking a new
nominee.

Careful, like, don’t announce the nominee at a
maskless superspreader event?

No, Susie. Careful like you can’t pick just anyone!

You have to pick someone who has been endorsed by
the Federalist Society. This body was designed by the
Founders to pick the best justices possible. That was
why they named the Federalist Papers after it.

How can a Democratic president get a justice onto
the Supreme Court?

They can’t, Susie! There is no legitimate method by
which a Democrat can do anything.

Ifthe vacancy happens during an election year, does
the president still get to pick a replacement for the seat?

Susie, the principle here is simple. When you’re a
Republican, theyletyou doit. If it’s during an election
year when a Republican is not the president, you wait
so that the people’s will can be represented. If it’s
during an election year when a Republican is the
president, you rush through the nominee with light-
ning speed.

While the election is happening?

While the election is happening, Susie. The elec-
tion is just a formality. What people want is not
choice, but prospefity.

What ifthere’s a pandemic?

The pandemic is only in your mind, Susie. Look at
me! I’'m not wearing a mask, and the only positive I
feel is positive that we’re going to have a new lifetime
justice soon.

This seems very fast to get a justice through for a
lifetime position. What if people have questions?

They shouldn’t have questions. Those questions
are probably religious discrimination! That can be
the only possible reason you would not want to
immediately confirm a new justice to a lifetime
appointment during an election during a pandemic
against the express wishes of her predecessor. And
the Founders hated religious discrimination!

Arewe sure that is what they meant?

Absolutely — thanks to a little something called
originalism. That’s when you stare at the text of the
Constitution long enough that Thomas Jefferson’s
ghost shows up and explains to you exactly what he
meant by everything, and why he thinks Obergefell
was poorly decided and Obamacare should be dis-
mantled piece by piece.

Oh.

And did I mention that this new lifetime justice is a
lady? Because I feel like we mention it a lot. And she
has a family, which you will get to have. too, probably,
in more and more states, whether you are 100 percent
sure about it or not!

What if I don’t think that’s what I want?

The people don’t know their own minds. That’s
why they need the courts to interpret their wishes for
them! And their votes. It is very important to get the
justice through so that we can have all the prospefity
we deserve.

Twitter: @petridishes
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High school teacher decapitated in suburban Paris

BY JAMES MCAULEY

PARIS — A high school teacher in
a Paris suburb was decapitated
Friday afternoon, French author-
ities said, in an attack that oc-
curred after the teacher had al-
legedly shown caricatures of the
prophet Muhammad to his stu-
dents.

The attack occurred after
5 p.m. near a school in the Paris
suburb of Conflans-Saint-Hon-
orine northwest of Paris, accord-

ing to French news reports. Police
shot the suspect in a nearby
town, Killing him, said French
police sources cited in news re-
ports.

France’s national anti-terror
prosecutor immediately opened
an investigation for “murder in
connection with a terrorist enter-
prise” and “criminal terrorist as-
sociation.”

French President Emmanuel
Macron later visited the crime
scene, and Interior Minister

Gerard Darmanin returned to
Paris from an official visit to
Morocco.

“They will not pass,” Macron
said, speaking at the scene. “Ob-
scurantism and the violence that
goes with it will not win. They
won’t divide us.”

The victim was identified as a
high school history and geogra-
phy teacher. Parents in the area
had recently complained that a
local teacher had shown students
caricatures of the prophet Mu-

hammad as part of a lesson on
freedom of expression, France’s
BFM television reported.

As authorities worked to estab-
lish a more complete picture, the
potential motive of seeking re-
venge for the Muhammad car-
toons led investigators to quickly
consider the case a terrorist at-
tack, Le Monde reported.

“Tonight, it was the Republic
that was attacked with the despi-
cable assassination of one of its
servants, a professor,” said Edu-

cation Minister Jean-Michel
Blanquer.

Friday’s attack comes amid the
historic trial of 14: alleged accom-
plices in the January 2015 attack
on Charlie Hebdo, a satirical
newspaper that had published
cartoons that depicted the like-
ness of Muhammad, which is
strictly prohibited by the Muslim
faith. The two attackers in the
2015 shooting were recorded say-
ing that they had avenged the
prophet as they fled the scene.

Last month, Charlie Hebdo’s
editors commemorated the be-
ginning of the trial by publishing
new cartoons of Muhammad.

Weeks later, two people were
stabbed outside the former Paris
offices of Charlie Hebdo in an
assault that authorities later said
had been designed to attack the
newspaper’s journalists a second
time.

Against the backdrop of these
attacks, Macron unveiled plans
for combating what he called
“Islamist separatism” this month.
In a long-awaited speech, he
called Islam “a religion that is in
crisis all over the world,” with
problems that stem from a “very
strong hardening” of positions
among Muslims.

Jjames.mcauley @washpost.com
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Prosecutors face big hurdle in Ghaisar killing

BY ToM JACKMAN

Two U.S. Park Police officers
fired 10 shots in a span of 25
seconds when they killed un-
armed motorist Bijan Ghaisar in
2017. But whether they can be
prosecuted in state court, as
Fairfax County is seeking to do,
will likely involve convincing a
federal judge that the shooting
was not “necessary and proper,” a
standard few state prosecutors
have ever met.

On Thursday, Officers Lucas
Vinyard and Alejandro Amaya

PARK POLICE OFFICERS MAY HAVE IMMUNITY

‘Necessary and proper’ standard hard to beat

were indicted by a Fairfax Coun-
ty grand jury on one count each
of involuntary manslaughter and
reckless discharge of a firearm.
In November 2017, they shot and
killed Ghaisar, 25, as he slowly
drove away from them during a
traffic stop in the Fort Hunt area
of Fairfax. Last year, federal
authorities declined to file feder-

al civil rights charges, so Fairfax
Commonwealth’s Attorney Steve
T. Descano picked up the case
and obtained state criminal
charges.

But federal officers are largely
exempt from state jurisdiction
under the Supremacy Clause of
the Constitution, which says that
states must defer to federal law.

Descano said Thursday that he
anticipated the officers’ lawyers
would remove the case to federal
court and then invoke the Su-
premacy Clause in a motion to
have the case dismissed. He re-
quested help from Virginia At-
torney General Mark R. Herring
to argue against the motion, and
Herring’s office agreed to take
the case. No matter which side
prevails in the officers’ case, an
appeal is likely.

States have tried to prosecute
federal officers before, with little
luck. But there has been at least

one judicial finding that federal
officers aren’t completely shield-
ed from state prosecution, in the
high-profile Ruby Ridge shoot-
ing by an FBI agent. And an
appeal in the Ghaisar case would
go to the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 4th Circuit, which in June
allowed a lawsuit to proceed
against officers with the conclu-
sion about police shootings,
“This has to stop.”

Vinyard, 39, and Amaya, 41,
who have said they believed
Ghaisar’s driving was a danger to

SEE GHAISAR ON B4

BY LAUREN LUMPKIN, -

DANIELLE DOUGLAS-GABRIEL

AND JOE HEIM

Homecoming at Howard Uni-

versity is many things. There’s a
football game, yes, but alumni say
the annual event is so much more.

It’s a pilgrimage, returning to
events year after year and never
tiring of watching your -class-
mates get grayer. It’s the memo-
ries made snapping pictures at
Yardfest while waiting for the
concert to start. It’s grabbing a
stranger’s shoulders in celebra-
tion and swag-surfing.

“It’s a beautiful experience,”
said Nwaji Jibunoh, who graduat-
ed from Howard in 2001 with a
degree in business management,
“to be around some of the most

beautiful Black people in the
SEE HOMECOMING ON B8

PHOTOS BY MARVIN JOSEPH/THE WASHINGTON POST

Homecoming, at a sale distance

This year’s traditional convergence at Howard University is virtual, but the collegiate camaraderie remains real

New cases in region

Through 5 p.m. Friday, 2,053 new
coronavirus cases were reported in
the District, Maryland and Virginia,

bringing the total number of cases

to 314,708.
D.C. MD. VA.
+89 +781 +1,183
16,255 | 134,329 | 164,124

Coronavirus-related deaths
As of 5 p.m. Friday:

D.C. MD.* VA.
+3 +4 +20
641 4,032 3,408

* Includes probable covid-19 deaths

TOP: Omega Psi Phi fraternity members and alumni dance during 2016’s Yardfest at Howard University. This year’s
homecoming festivities will be virtual. ABOVE: Josh Howard during Yardfest in 2016.

Lingerie shop closes after 45 years of empowering women

BY EMILY DAVIES

Behind almost every state din-
ner appearance, prom picture or
performance at the Kennedy Cen-
ter, there is a bra perfectly tai-
lored to the occasion. For 45
years, a Washington-area bou-
tique has served as a one-stop
undergarment shop for the D.C.
elite and its breast cancer survi-
Vors.

But on Saturday, to the dismay
of its loyal customers, Sylene of
Washington will close its doors
for the final time.

“The whole thing is very emo-
tional,” said Cyla Weiner, who
co-owns the boutique with her
sister, Helen Kestler. “But at this
point in our lives, we are both
ready for a second act.”

It is rare for any independent

Sylene made a name
serving cancer survivors,
high-profile customers

lingerie store to have flourished
through generations of evolving
beauty standards and gender
norms. Giants like Victoria’s Se-
cret crumbled under the shift
from hypersexuality to body posi-
tivity and face competition from
new brands marketing inclusion
and confidence. But Sylene has
always sold lingerie as a tool for
self-love, even in the days when it
stocked bullet bras and hosted
“men’s nights” with an open bar
for those shopping for their sig-
nificant others.

When Sylene first opened in
1975, the sisters say, it was rare for
a woman to talk about purchas-
ing her own lingerie. It was even
more unusual for a woman who
had undergone treatment for
breast cancer to feel empowered
when shopping for intimate ap-
parel. Weiner and Kestler didn’t
know it then, but the culture they
would foster on an unremarkable
block in Bethesda (and then near
Friendship Heights, when they
moved locations years later)
would act as a place of quiet
resistance to the culture of shame
around female sexuality, attract-
ing customers including first lady
Nancy Reagan and newscaster
Connie Chung.

“When you have lived in Wash-
ington, you know Sylene,” Chung

SEE SYLENE ON B5

BONNIE JO MOUNT/THE WASHINGTON POST

Helen Kestler prepares to sort and ship orders at Sylene in Chevy
Chase, Md. Her sister, Cyla Weiner, works behind her.

Legislators
finish work
on Virginia

budget

Police oversight also an
issue during special
session, now concluded

BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER
AND LAURA VOZZELLA

RICHMOND — Virginia’s General
Assembly wrapped up work Fri-
day on the state’s pandemic-dam-
aged budget and concluded an
extraordinary special session in
which lawmakers also passed
sweeping measures to overhaul
criminal justice and police over-
sight.

Fittingly for a session that con-
vened Aug. 18 and dragged on far
longer than expected, though, it
still won’t technically be ad-
journed. A dispute among Demo-
crats over language in the budget
will leave that document incom-
plete until after next month’s elec-
tions.

The Senate passed the budget
on a bipartisan 23-to-15 vote late
Friday afternoon, with the House
of Delegates following suit later,
approving the spending plan on a
bipartisan vote of 63 to 35. The
action came on the 60th calendar
day of the unusual gathering,
making it nearly as long as the
regular legislative session the
General Assembly held earlier
this year.

“Though it has taken a number
of weeks to get here, this is still a
great budget for the people of the
commonwealth,” said state Sen.
Janet D. Howell (D-Fairfax),
chairwoman of the Senate Fi-
nance and Appropriations Com-
mittee.

“Together with our colleagues
in the Senate, Virginia is now a
national leader in the effort to

SEE VIRGINIA ON B4

Democrats
in Va. are
winning
money race

BY MEAGAN FLYNN

Democrats in the most closely
watched Virginia congressional
districts came out on top in the
latest fundraising reports, with
significant cash-on-hand advan-
tages as they head into the final
stretch of the campaign.

Reps. Abigail Spanberger and
Elaine Luria, Democrats who
flipped red districts in 2018, each
outraised her Republican chal-
lenger by hundreds of thousands
of dollars, according to third-
quarter campaign finance re-
ports that were due Thursday
night to the Federal Election
Commission.

But the most notable disparity
came in the historically red 5th
District, where Democrat Camer-
on Webb took in $2.7 million,
more than three times the
$722,000 raised by Republican
Bob Good. With less than three
weeks until Election Day, Webb
has roughly $1.2 million on hand
compared with Good’s $380,855.

In the wake of Democratic
gains in Virginia two years ago —
Rep. Jennifer Wexton also
flipped a seat blue — the Nation-
al Republican Congressional
Committee (NRCC) and the GOP-
backing Congressional Leader-
ship Fund have been spending
money and resources as Republi-
cans try to regain ground and
claw the momentum back.

Nonpartisan analysts predict
that Wexton’s 10th District seat is
safe for Democrats this cycle, a
testament to how much North-
ern Virginia has shifted political-
ly.

SEE CAMPAIGNS ON B4
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Evangelical leaders are reliable clientele at Trump hotel

BY SARAH PULLIAM BAILEY

President Trump’s Washington
hotel, where the average guest
pays about $650 per night, has
served as an epicenter of con-
servative politics during his ad-
ministration.

And among its high-profile vis-
itors are the president’s evangeli-
cal advisers, according to records
obtained by The Washington Post.
They include James Dobson, a
co-founder of Focus on the Fam-
ily; John Hagee, head of Chris-
tians United for Israel; and evan-
gelist Franklin Graham. The his-
toric building that includes the
old post office and clock tower
completed in 1899 has also hosted
several high-profile religious
events since Trump took office as
well as less formal gathering, such
as meetings of the president’s un-
official group of faith advisers.

It’s unclear how much evangel-
icalleaders have spent at the hotel
in total in the past four years, but
they are a reliable clientele for the
hotel, which has been struggling
financially and was running
about half empty even before the
coronavirus pandemic began.
Asked how they came to stay
there, they offered a variety of
answers, ranging from conven-
ience to social comfort.

Jerry Falwell Jr., former presi-
dent of Liberty University, said he
stayed there for a gala for the
opening of the Museum of the
Bible in 2017 and has eaten in the
lobby’s restaurant several times
because he is fond of seafood as
well as the establishment’s owner.
“It’s like supporting a friend,” said
Falwell, who was one of Trump’s
earliest supporters. When he was
president of Liberty, the univer-
sity would pay for his travel, he
said. “It’s not like they’re giving us
better rates. We pay full price.”

Robert Jeffress, who is pastor
of First Baptist Church, a promi-
nent Southern Baptist Church in
Dallas, said he has stayed at the
hotel about a dozen times since it
opened and gets a discount be-
cause he is a regular customer. He
said his choice of hotel, which his
church pays for, has nothing to do
with his support for the president
and comes down to one factor: its
proximity to the White House.
“It’s ridiculous to think that the
president could be swayed ... by
where guests stay,” he said.

J.D. Greear, president of the
Southern Baptist Convention,
stayed in the hotel for one nightin
August 2018 when he was in town

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST

The Trump International Hotel in Northwest Washington, where the average guest pays $650 per night, has been patronized by several
high-profile evangelical leaders. Parishioners often foot the bill for stays at the hotel Jerry Falwell Jr. called a conservative “oasis.”

for a White House dinner for
religious leaders, a trip that was
paid for by his North Carolina
church, the Summit. Greear’s
spokesman Todd Unzicker said
Greear had booked an Airbnb but
decided to switch to the Trump
hotel because he could meet with
other pastors staying there and
because he thought it had a good
space to record a video for his
ministry. “It’s like the convention
hotel,” Unzicker said. “It’s conven-
ient.”

Tennessee megachurch pastor
Steve Gaines, who was serving as
president of the SBC at the time
when his wife stayed there for two
nights in May 2018, said they
received a discounted rate around
the National Day of Prayer. “I just
saw it as a hotel,” he said. “I stayed
in a Holiday Inn Express last
week. I don’t have to have a fancy
hotel. My dad was arailroader, my
mom was janitor. I'm cool any-
where. If there was a Clinton ho-
tel, I wouldn’t have cared.” Gaines
said that his church Bellevue Bap-
tist Church paid for the hotel.

Bill Dallas, who runs a nonprof-
it called United for Purpose, said

that he picks between four or five
hotels in the city simply based on
the price for what he’s getting.
“We take pride in scoring a great
hotel room at a discounted price,”
said Dallas, who organized a high-
profile gathering of nearly 1,000
evangelical leaders with Trump
before his election in 2016. “It’s
not like people get a break be-
cause it’s a Christian organiza-
tion. It’s about the quality and
pricing.”

Dallas, whose nonprofit pays
for his travel, said they got much
better deals about 18 months ago
when it was a five-star hotel in-
stead of six. “I need a soft bed, and
I need natural light in the morn-
ing,” he said. “So, the name
“Trump,” for me, has zero bearing
oninit”

According internal hotel rec-
ords obtained by The Post, the
hotel has also attracted the family
of Hagee, a controversial pastor of
a nondenominational mega-
church pastor in San Antonio. In
2008, then-presidential candi-
date John McCain rejected Hag-
ee’s endorsement after a record-
ing was published where Hagee

suggested the Nazis were fulfill-
ing God’s will by hastening the
Jews to return to Israel. A decade
later, in May 2018, Hagee was
chosen to deliver a benediction at
a ceremony for Trump’s reloca-
tion of the U.S. Embassy to Jerusa-
lem. A spokesman for Hagee de-
clined to comment, citing security
concerns.

According to records from
2017, Dobson stayed in the hotel.
A spokesman for Dobson declined
to comment.

Graham held a banquet at the
hotel in 2017 for a conference on
Christian persecution and re-
served rooms for some guests.
According to a New York Times
report about Trump’s tax returns,
Graham’s ministry — the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association
— paid at least $397,602 to the
Washington hotel, where the
group held at least one event dur-
ing its four-day World Summit in
Defense of Persecuted Christians.
A spokesman for Graham said
that the evangelist also stayed at
the hotel after his father, Billy
Graham, died and was honored at
the Capitol Rotunda in 2018.

Pastors who stay in luxury ho-
tels might get a variety of reac-
tions from parishioners who of-
ten pay their salaries and cover
their travel expense, said Rusty
Leonard, who founded a group
called Stewardship Partners and
has been a financial watchdog of
many evangelical ministries. “A
pastor’s need to stay in a five-star
hotel probably isn’t the highest
need in the world,” Leonard said.
For many churches, which do not
have to file 990s like other tax-ex-
empt organizations, Leonard says
there can be less oversight over
finances.

But followers of prosperity gos-
pel, which teaches that God will
bless followers with health and
wealth, might want Florida mega-
church pastor Paula White, a
friend of Trump’s who stays in the
hotel, to stay in a nice place.
“Prosperity theology has to be
demonstrated by the preacher,
and people soak it up. They aspire
to live the same kind of life,”
Leonard said. “If you stay at the
Hampton Inn, they might say,
‘What’s gotten into her?’ ”

Michael Wear, who handled re-

ligious outreach for President Ba-
rack Obama’s 2012 campaign,
said that during the Obama ad-
ministration, the more progres-
sive religious leaders who visited
the White House for Easter and
Christmas functions often stayed
at the Hay-Adams or the Jeffer-
son, which would have compara-
ble rates.

“Some people could make the
critique that they should be stay-
ing at a Holiday Inn. I don’t think
that,” he said. “I do think it’s
interesting that you’d find pastors
in Trump International Hotel for
the same reason that lobbyists do:
to catch a glimpse of power and
access.”

While some might question
the extravagance, others will see
it as part of a bigger strategy
toward power and influence in
Washington, said John Fea, a his-
torian at Messiah College, a
Christian college in Pennsylva-
nia. “You want to have a story to
tell your congregation to show
how important you are, to show
you have the ear of power,” he
said. “It sends a message that
these are people who are part of
the power elite in the country.
They are shaping the president’s
agenda in some ways.”

Some evangelical leaders lik-
ened being there to feeling part of
the club. Falwell referred to it as
“an oasis” for conservatives. He
mentioned seeing former New
York mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani
there once. White, who oversees
Trump’s Faith and Opportunity
Initiative at the White House; au-
thor and radio host Eric Metaxas;
and Gary Bauer, a Trump-ap-
pointed commissioner on the
United States Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom,
have also been spotted there.
(They declined to comment on
their visits to the hotel.)

Another evangelical leader,
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because it could jeop-
ardize his job, said the hotel has
become so closely associated with
conservatives that he no longer
goes there because he strives to be
seen as bipartisan, but he under-
stands the desire to be around
like-minded brethren: “Frankly, a
lot of evangelicals have felt very
much under assault ideologically.
There’s an element of feeling
physically safe and liking being
around people you recognize.”

sarah.bailey @washpost.com

David Fahrenthold contributed to this
report.

Barrett’s People of Praise has a complicated relationship with Catholicism

BY MICHELLE BOORSTEIN

Supporters of Supreme Court
nominee Amy Coney Barrett
charge that questions about her
faith are anti-Catholic. But the
relationship between People of
Praise — the small Christian com-
munity Barrett has belonged to
since birth — and Catholics has
not been seamless.

A drumbeat of members who
have left since People of Praise’s
founding in 1971 said they felt the
group was not sufficiently Catho-
lic or had teachings or practices
that went against the church,
according to letters they sent to
bishops and interviews with The
Washington Post.

People of Praise is an ecumeni-
cal lay group, although most of its
members identify as Catholic.
Barrett has not spoken about her
Catholic faith or her lifetime
membership in People of Praise,
and during her confirmation
hearings, she sought to reassure
lawmakers of her independence,
saying she Kkeeps her “personal
moral religious views” distinct
from the “task of applyinglawas a
judge.”

The group’s spokesman, Sean
Connolly, has declined interview
requests about Barrett and would
not confirm her membership. The
group has removed many refer-
ences to Barrett and her family
from its website and declined
requests to make most of its
teachings public.

Her largely Republican sup-
porters in Congress, however,
brought up Barrett’s faith them-
selves during her Senate Judici-
ary Committee hearings this
week, conflating questions raised
about People of Praise with criti-
cism of Catholicism.

“When you tell somebody that
they’re too Catholic to be on the
bench, when you tell them they’re
going to be a Catholic judge, not
an American judge, that’s bigot-
ry,” Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) said
during Monday’s hearing.

People of Praise, which has
about 1,700 members worldwide,
is what is called a “covenant
community” and is not part of the

ANNA MONEYMAKER

Amy Coney Barrett on Wednesday during her Senate confirmation hearings on Capitol Hill. She said
she keeps her “personal moral religious views” distinct from the “task of applying law as a judge.”

Catholic Church. Its core is that
members make commitments to
one another, to shared values and
practices and to submission to
authority. It is the product of a
period in American religion when
big denominations such as the
Catholic Church were being rat-
tled and transformed by the so-
cial upheaval of the 1960s. There
were calls for more-experiential
faith, with more-contemporary
music, deeper interpersonal con-
nection and higher intensity.
That period opened a discussion
that is still going on in the Catho-
lic Church about how much
transparency and power-sharing
clergy members are required to
give and who gets to define “Cath-
olic”

The “Who we are” page on
People of Praise’s website says
members are expected to remain
“faithful members of our own
churches” and to follow their con-
sciences, reason and “the teach-
ings of their churches.”

For some Catholics, joining lay
communities such as People of
Praise has resulted in a richer

faith life. Barrett’s father, Mike
Coney, is a deacon in Louisiana.
In a 2018 letter to his parish in
Metairie, La., he described why he
and his wife joined People of
Praise.

“We felt a call to live life in a
close knit Christian community,
one like that described in the Acts
of the Apostles, one that would
help form our children into good
Christians and strengthen our
marriage and family,” he wrote.
“In this ecumenical community
my faith has been nourished and
my commitment to my friend
Christ has grown deeper and
stronger and has borne good
fruit”

People of Praise co-founder
Kevin Ranaghan retired as a dea-
con in Indiana last year.

But in letters to bishops, some
former members of People of
Praise have said the group’s prac-
tices led to a kind of authoritari-
anism, intense groupthink and
gender dynamics that they saw as
contradicting their Catholic faith.
In those letters and in interviews
with The Post, they recalled being

told by group leaders not to speak
in confidence during confession
or to priests. Others say some of
the group’s teachings about wom-
en’s roles go against Catholic
teachings.

Adrian Reimers, a founding
People of Praise member, and his
wife, Marie, wrote in a 1985 letter
to Bishop William McManus that
People of Praise’s leaders were
taking the group “in a way that
deviates from sound Catholic
teaching and practice and which
is, in fact, harmful to people.”

According to the letters, lead-
ers told some People of Praise
members not to “take problems
and questions” to priests in the
confessional and Adrian Reimers
was told it was unwise to “seek
counsel and advice from priests.”

The Reimerses declined to
comment for this article, except
for Adrian saying he is concerned
about anti-Catholic bias in the
Barrett hearings.

In 1991, another former mem-
ber, John Ferrone, wrote to ask
John D’Arcy, then the bishop of
Fort Wayne, Ind., to “deal with the

community,” saying that the
group did “not represent most of
the normal people involved in
renewal” and that the “power
leaders sought over others has
corrupted” any initial desire to
boost the Catholic Church.

McManus and D’Arcy have
since died. It is not clear what, if
anything, Catholic clergy mem-
bers ever did in connection with
the complaints. Dioceses contact-
ed for this article declined to
comment except to say that as an
ecumenical group, People of
Praise is not part of the church
and, hence, they have no jurisdic-
tion over them.

Connolly, the group’s spokes-
man, wrote in an email that he
personally has always been en-
couraged by group leaders to par-
ticipate in the sacraments — core
rites of Catholicism that include
confession. “Each person is al-
ways responsible for his or her
own decisions, including deci-
sions in their personal lives or
careers, and no community mem-
ber should ever violate his or her
conscience,” he wrote.

He also shared a 2008 letter
from Francis George, who was
then the president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
and Chicago’s archbishop, to a
priest in Washington state who
was in People of Praise and want-
ed a letter of endorsement for the
group’s website. “In my acquain-
tance with the People of Praise, I
have found men and women dedi-
cated to God and eager to seek
and do His divine will,” George’s
letter reads. “They are shaped by
love of Holy Scripture, prayer and
community; and the Church’s
mission is richer for their pres-
ence.”

George helped a special group
for men from People of Praise
who wanted to pursue becoming
Catholic priests, Connolly said.

While wary initially, the Catho-
lic Church has come to mostly
embrace groups such as People of
Praise, said Thomas Csordas, an
anthropologist at the University
of California at San Diego who
studies Catholic communities
that are charismatic. Charismatic

faith is more spirited and expres-
sive and seeks concrete signs of
the Holy Spirit, such as faith
healing and speaking in tongues.

“Although they have this theo-
logically radical blend of Pente-
costalism and Catholicism, they
have a socially conservative out-
look,” Csordas said. “That’s one
thing that has appealed to the
church and allowed it to embrace
them.” Embracing charismatic
communities also allows the
church to “compete” in develop-
ing countries with Pentecostal-
ism, he said.

Some bishops and priests still
keep charismatic covenant
groups at arm’s length because of
discomfort with their worship
style or because their authority
structure requires submission to
leaders that to some seems un-
healthy.

“Some priests don’t like it or
don’t allow it, and some bishops
are still nervous for the same
reasons — that this isn’t particu-
larly Catholic or doesn’t match
their spiritual style or because the
prayer leader becomes much
more possessive,” said Tim Ma-
tovina, a theology professor at the
University of Notre Dame who
specializes in faith and culture,
including charismatic Catholi-
cism. “All of a sudden, [there is] a
lay person who is not theological-
ly trained but acts as if the Holy
Spirit is speaking through them
— theirrival teaching can become
a rival to the bishop. Whether
they intend it or not, a personality
cult can come into it.”

Pope Francis, who identifies
with charismatic worship and has
encouraged charismatic renewal,
created a special liaison body for
charismatic Catholics. Peter
Smith, bishop in Portland, Ore.,
and a member of People of Praise,
is the North American represen-
tative, Connolly said.

Francis in 2014 warned new lay
groups not to become abusive,
telling them, “We need to resist
the temptation of usurping indi-
vidual freedom, of directing them
without allowing for their
growth.”

michelle.boorstein @washpost.com
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MARYLAND

Hogan signs order allowing fans at NFL stadiums

BY OVETTA WIGGINS
AND RACHEL CHASON

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan
(R) on Friday signed an execu-
tive order easing restrictions
for outdoor sporting and enter-
tainment venues, including at
FedEx Field in Prince George’s
County and M&T Bank Stadium
in Baltimore, but apparently
didn’t consult with local offi-
cials before allowing up to 10
percent capacity at the NFL
stadiums.

“With our key health metrics
low and stable, we are taking
steps to allow more spectators,
including fans of the Baltimore
Ravens and the Washington
Football Team, to safely attend
games in the stands,” Hogan said
in a statement.

That doesn’t mean football
fans will be sitting in the stands
anytime soon.

Throughout the pandemic,
Hogan has given local govern-
ments the power to decide the
pace of their reopening and, for
the most part, jurisdictions in
the Washington region have
moved slower than the state.
Baltimore and Prince George’s
County officials said Friday that
they were reviewing the gover-
nor’s order.

James E. Bentley II, a spokes-
man for Baltimore Mayor Ber-

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST

FedEx Field in Landover, Md., could welcome more than cardboard
cutout fans after Gov. Larry Hogan’s executive order Friday.

nard C. “Jack” Young (D), said
city officials learned about the
executive order through Hogan’s
news release.

“The city would have to ap-
prove attendance,” he said.
“We're discussing it now. ... We
were not given a heads-up about
this.”

According to the Baltimore
City Health Department, the city
in the past month has had a
10 percent increase in cases.

Baltimore is operating at Phase
2, with indoor dining, religious
facilities and indoor recreation
facilities open at 50 percent
capacity.

Prince George’s is also in the
second phase of its recovery.

Gina Ford, a spokeswoman for
County Executive Angela D. Also-
brooks (D), said in a statement,
“We are reviewing the governor’s
order and our health officials
will be in conversation with the

“We were not given a
heads-up about this.”

James E. Bentley Il, spokesman for
Baltimore Mayor Bernard C. “Jack”
Young, on Maryland Gov. Larry
Hogan’s executive order that allows
10 percent capacity at NFL stadiums

Washington Football Team to
determine next steps.”

The governor’s order came as
caseloads in Maryland, Virginia
and D.C. topped the 2,000 mark
Friday for the second time this
month, and as the Washington
area continues to see an elevated
number of new infections, mir-
roring a national rise.

The greater Washington re-
gion Friday reported 2,053 new
cases and 27 new deaths. Vir-
ginia added 1,183 cases and 20
deaths, Maryland added 781 cas-
es and four deaths, and the
District added 89 cases and
three deaths. That’s the most
deaths in a single day in D.C.
since Sept. 9.

The seven-day rolling average
of new cases across Virginia,
Maryland and D.C. stood at 1,723,
compared with about 1,300 to
start the month.

ovetta.wiggins @washpost.com
rachel.chason @washpost.com
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Street closures expected for the Women's March

BY JUSTIN GEORGE

Several D.C. streets will prohib-
it parking while others will be
closed entirely to motor vehicles
Saturday for the annual Women’s
March, which is expected to draw
thousands to Freedom Plaza, the
U.S. Capitol, the Supreme Court
and the Mall.

The D.C. march is one of at
least 425 such events taking place
across the country and will start
at 11 a.m. at Freedom Plaza and
end at the Mall about 5 p.m.

The march takes place days
before an expected U.S. Senate
vote on the nomination of federal
appeals court judge Amy Coney
Barrett to the U.S. Supreme Court
and less than three weeks before
the Nov. 3 presidential election.
Participants are expected to pro-
test the nomination of Barrett,
who would replace the late justice
and feminist icon Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, and the reelection
campaign of President Trump.

Metro is planning regular Sat-
urday service on Metrorail and
Metrobus, transit agency officials
said. But motorists should be
aware of potential street closures

and delays. D.C. police said park-
ing will be prohibited from 6 a.m.
until 6 p.m. on the following
streets: 14th Street NW between
Pennsylvania Avenue and F Street

Participants are
expected to protest the
nomination of Judge
Amy Coney Barrett to
replace the late justice
and feminist icon Ruth
Bader Ginsburg.

NW; 13th Street NW between
Pennsylvania Avenue and F Street
NW; Pennsylvania Avenue NW
between 15th Street and Third
Street NW; Constitution Avenue
NW between Third Street and
Louisiana Avenue NW; E Street
NW between 14th Street and 12th
Street NW; Third Street NW be-
tween C Street and Independence

Avenue SW; Fourth Street NW
between Pennsylvania Avenue
and Independence Avenue SW;
Sixth Street NW between Penn-
sylvania Avenue and Constitution
Avenue NW; and Seventh Street
NW between Pennsylvania Av-
enue and Independence Avenue
SW.

All vehicles parked in violation
of emergency “no parking” signs
will be ticketed and towed, police
said.

Streets closed to traffic from
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. include: 14th
Street NW between Constitution
Avenue and F Street NW; 13th
Street NW between Pennsylvania
Avenue and F Street NW; E Street
NW between 14th Street and 12th
Street NW; Pennsylvania Avenue
NW between 15th Street and 12th
Street NW.

Police said intermittent clo-
sures could occur between noon
and 3 p.m. on several streets
based on the march’s route. They
include: Pennsylvania Avenue
NW between 12th Street and
Third Street NW; Constitution
Avenue NW between Third Street
and Second Street NE; Louisiana
Avenue NW between Constitu-

tion Avenue and C Street NW;
First Street SE between Constitu-
tion Avenue and Independence
Avenue SW; Third Street NW be-
tween C Street and Independence
Avenue SW; Fourth Street NW
between Pennsylvania Avenue
and Independence Avenue SW;
Sixth Street NW between E Street
and Constitution Avenue NW;
Seventh Street NW between E
Street and Constitution Avenue
NW; Ninth Street NW between E
Street and Constitution Avenue
NW; 10th Street NW between E
Street and Constitution Avenue
NW; 11th Street NW between E
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue
NW; and 12th Street NW between
E Street and Constitution Avenue
NwW.

An opening rally will be held at
Freedom Plaza at noon. The
march will begin at 1 p.m., moving
along Pennsylvania Avenue NW
toward the U.S. Capitol. Marchers
will circle the Capitol on Consti-
tution Avenue NW, First Street
NE — passing the Supreme Court
— and Independence Avenue SW
before marching up Third Street
SW and arriving at the Mall.

Justin.george@washpost.com

VIRGINIA

Immigrant rights group fights “excessive” warrant

BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL

After someone painted a slo-
gan on the sidewalk outside the
home of Virginia Attorney Gen-
eral Mark R. Herring during a
September protest, Leesburg po-
lice launched a criminal investi-
gation into the immigrant rights
coalition that organized it, court
records state.

Investigators claim in a search
warrant that Free Them All VA
briefly posted on its Facebook
page photos and video showing
the perpetrators of the misde-
meanor crime.

But the search warrant au-
thorities filed went beyond seek-
ing just that visual evidence.
Authorities asked for virtually all
of the Facebook page’s content
over a five-day period, a move the
group says would give law en-
forcement access to sensitive in-
formation about undocumented
immigrants and their families,
confidential health reports, and
complaints by name about spe-
cific law enforcement and immi-
gration officers.

Free Them All VA says it wor-
ries the information could be
forwarded to U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement and
result in deportations or retalia-
tion against immigrants in cus-
tody.

This week, Public Citizen, a
watchdog group, filed a motion
to quash the search warrant on
behalf of Free Them All VA,
saying that it violated members’
constitutional rights against un-
reasonable search and that the
overly broad warrant could chill
their free speech rights.

Paul Alan Levy, an attorney for
Public Citizen, said it’s unclear
whether Leesburg police didn’t
think about how broad their
search warrant was or whether

the move was intentional, but
either way it set a bad precedent.

“This is so low on the scale of
what you think enforcement pri-
orities ought to be in this day and
age that almost any search war-
rant that was issued, you would
wonder what’s going on,” Levy
said. “If they were just after the
video of the demonstration, I
wouldn’t have objected. But they
are plainly after more. ... It’s
excessive.”

Leesburg police issued a state-
ment in response to questions
from The Washington Post that
said the search warrant affidavit
was a typical one.

“All Virginia search warrants,
inclusive of the one that you are
inquiring about, are reviewed
and signed off by either a Magis-
trate or a Judge based on legal
criteria,” the statement said.
“The language contained in the
search warrant and affidavit is
consistent with the execution of
social media site search war-
rants. This remains an active
investigation.”

Free Them All VA, a coalition
of 14 groups, focuses on issues
facing immigrants in detention.
It organized the Sept. 11 protest
outside Herring’s home to high-
light the plight of detainees at
the Farmville detention center,
which over the summer had what
was then the nation’s worst coro-
navirus outbreak at an immigra-
tion facility.

To date, nearly 340 immi-
grants have had the novel coro-
navirus at Farmville and one has
died, according to ICE statistics.

The protest was organized the
same day The Post reported the
massive outbreak began after the
Trump administration flew de-
tainees to Virginia to facilitate
the rapid deployment of federal
agents to help quell protests in

D.C. over the killing of George
Floyd. The agents were aboard
the same flights.

During the protest on the
evening of Sept. 11, someone
wrote on a public sidewalk “Free
Them All” in blue letters in
Spanish and English, police said.
The demonstration was live-
streamed on the Free Them All
VA Facebook page.

A Leesburg detective wrote in
the search warrant that the paint
was permanent and had to be
professionally removed, costing
less than $1,000. In Virginia,
destruction of property that
amounts to less than $1,000 is a
misdemeanor.

The search warrant filed Sept.
15 in Loudoun County Circuit
Court sought information about
the page’s subscribers, including
phone numbers, addresses, cred-
it card information and IP ad-
dresses, as well as all posted
content, messages, chats, photos,
videos and deleted materials
from the Facebook page from
Sept. 10 to Sept. 15.

Free Them All VA said the
search warrant was problematic
because it gets sensitive ques-
tions and reports from undocu-
mented immigrants sent to the
Facebook page, including from
the families of those in custody.

Loudoun County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Buta Biberaj
would issue any response to the
motion to quash, Levy said. Bib-
eraj wrote in an email Thursday
she has not yet reviewed the
motion, so couldn’t comment on
it immediately.

Free Them All Va said in a
statement that the search war-
rant was a “clear abuse of power.”

“Giving the police unlimited
access to information about
members of our community
would encourage further viola-

tions of the 4th amendment,
mapping and targeting of Black,
Indigenous and People of Color
community members, and
strengthen suppression tactics
used to shift focus from the
violence perpetrated by the state
on our community,” the state-
ment said.

Free Them All VA staged the
protest at Herring’s home be-
cause it wants him to order
inspections of the Farmville facil-
ity. Herring’s office said in a
statement that he was troubled
by the Trump administration’s
immigration policy. Herring is
not involved in the destruction of
property investigation.

“AG Herring believes everyone
has the right to demonstrate,
protest, and make their voices
heard and it’s important to do so
now more than ever,” the state-
ment said. “From our perspec-
tive, the matter was resolved that
night as soon as they finished
their event.”

Justin.jouvenal @washpost.com

MARYLAND

Man who died in police
custody is identified

BY KATIE METTLER

The 29-year-old who died in the
custody of Hyattsville police
Wednesday has been identified as
Edwin Morales of Mount Rainier.

Morales was in handcuffs when
he became unresponsive after
struggling to breathe, said the
Prince George’s County Police De-
partment, which is investigating
his death. Hyattsville police said
officers performed CPR on Mo-
ralesbuthelater died at ahospital.

Hyattsville police said they
were called to the Riverdale Park
area after a 64-year-old man re-
ported his bike had been stolen.
Authorities said they found Mo-
rales fleeing on the bike in the
5900 block of Baltimore Avenue.

During a “brief pursuit,” Mo-
rales jumped off the bike and ran
before he fell down twice and
eventually tumbled into a wooded
area, police said.

Police said officers handcuffed
Morales and called an ambulance

3

because they suspected
known drug intoxication.”

“While waiting for an ambu-
lance, officers closely monitored
the suspect’s condition” and
“when he became unresponsive,
officers immediately unhand-
cuffed him and began CPR,”
Hyattsville police said.

Officers “briefly revived” Mo-
rales before he was taken to a
hospital.

When asked whether force was
used during Morales’s detain-
ment, Hyattsville police said in a
statement that body-camera foot-
age shows an officer swinging a
baton at the man’s leg during the
foot chase, but it appearsit did not
make contact or cause him to fall.

In anews release Friday, county
police said internal affairs investi-
gators are “reviewing all evidence
related to the incident, including
video, and awaiting the results of
an autopsy to determine how Mo-
rales died.”

katie.mettler @washpost.com
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MARYLAND

Footage released in
Gucci outlet burglary

Detectives in Montgomery
County released surveillance
video of three thieves who broke
through the front window of a
Gucci outlet in Clarksburg and
stole more than $35,000 in
merchandise.

At about 3 a.m. Monday, the
three cut a hole through the glass
and burst inside, video shows.
The footage then shows them in
the store stuffing purses into
trash bags or bundling them in
their arms.

Police asked anyone with
information about the thieves or
break-in to call 240-773-6237 or
866-411-TIPS (8477).

— Dan Morse

Man fatally shot
in Fort Washington

A man was fatally shot in
Prince George’s County on
Thursday.

Brandon Jamal Pierce,24, was
found around 9:45 p.m. in the
4500 block of Lujean Lane near
Temple Hill Road in Fort
Washington, police said.

Officials said detectives do not
think the shooting was random.

— Dana Hedgpeth

Seven people shot,
wounded in Baltimore

Seven people were shot and
wounded in Baltimore in what
may be separate shootings, police
said.

Officers received calls about
five gunshot victims arriving at a
hospital Thursday night, the

happened a few minutes after
police found two victims with
gunshot wounds when they were
responding to a call about a
shooting.

It was not clear whether the
incidents are related. The victims
were all treated for non-life-
threatening injuries.

— Associated Press

VIRGINIA

Officials: Man stopped
gas station robbery

Authorities in Virginia say a
“brave Samaritan” inflicted life-
threatening injuries on the
suspect in a gas station robbery
despite being pistol-whipped.

The Roanoke Times reports
that Pulaski County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Justin
Griffith issued a news release
Thursday that praised the man
who stopped the alleged armed
robbery. Griffith said the man
would not be charged but the
suspect would be.

— Associated Press

THE DISTRICT

Mail truck taken, chase
ensues in Northwest

A U.S. Postal Service mail truck
was taken Friday night in
Northwest, touching off a brief
pursuit, D.C. police said.

The truck was taken about
6:50 p.m. in the 700 block of
Quebec Place NW, said Officer
Hugh Carew, a police spokesman.
He said it was recovered soon
after at 9th and Varnum streets
NW. The sites are both in
Petworth.

Carew said a woman was taken
into custody in the incident. No

Baltimore Police Department motive could be learned.
said in a statement. That — Martin Weil
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Prosecuting officers in Ghaisar slaying faces legal hurdle

GHAISAR FROM B1

them or others, had not yet
surrendered on warrants as of
Friday afternoon. “We are not
giving them any preferential
treatment,” said Antonio Per-
onace, a spokesman for the Fair-
fax prosecutor. “We have entered
the warrants, they are active, and
we fully expect that they will be
in custody soon.”

It was not immediately clear
Friday who was representing
the officers. The lawyers who
represented Vinyard during the
two-year FBI investigation of
the shooting, David Schertler
and Danny Onorato, said Friday
they were no longer Vinyard’s
counsel, and Kobie Flowers,
who represented Amaya, de-
clined to comment. The U.S.
attorney’s office in Alexandria
declined to comment on wheth-
er it might defend the officers.
The officers have been working
on paid administrative duty
since April 2018, but the Park
Police refused Friday to say
whether Vinyard and Amaya
were still on the job.

It’s also not clear what effect
the indictments will have on the
civil suit the Ghaisar family has
pending against the Park Police,
which is scheduled for trial next
month. The government previ-
ously requested a stay of the trial,
pending resolution of any crimi-
nal case in Fairfax, but Senior
U.S. District Judge Claude M.
Hilton denied that request. Now
charges have been filed. Federal
attorneys have not made another
request for a postponement, and
Hilton is considering motions for
summary judgment in the case
from both sides, with a hearing
scheduled for Friday.

CRAIG HUDSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Supporters of Bijan Ghaisar hand out photos and signs at a Lincoln
Memorial vigil in 2019, following a Justice Department decision
not to charge the U.S. Park Police officers who fatally shot him.

The legal criteria for overcom-
ing the Supremacy Clause have
been made clear in a series of
cases dating to the 19th century,
when the logic held that unruly
state authorities were trying to
overstep their bounds. “Provid-
ing a federal forum protects
federal officers,” former solicitor
general Seth Waxman and Cor-
nell law professor Trevor W.
Morrison wrote in 2003, “from
state courts’ potential hostility to
federal policies and institutions.”

Once in federal court, the
federal officers must show that
they were authorized to act un-
der federal law, and did “no more
than what was necessary and
proper for him to do,” according
to a ruling first issued in 1890.
For conduct to be “necessary and

proper,” the officer must believe
that their actions were “objec-
tively reasonable.”

These criteria were put to the
test most recently in Texas, when
an Austin police officer, depu-
tized as an FBI task force agent,
shot and killed an unarmed man
during a scuffle in 2013. The
officer, Charles Kleinert, said
that he had been chasing the
man while holding a gun, caught
him, and when he struck the man
in the back while they were
wrestling, the gun went off and
killed Larry Jackson Jr.

The Travis County district at-
torney obtained a manslaughter
indictment for Kleinert in 2014.
Kleinert’s lawyers removed the
case to federal court, where a
judge ruled that Kleinert’s “ac-

tions were no more than what
was necessary and proper to
detain and arrest Jackson,” and
dismissed the case. The Travis
County prosecutor, Rosemary
Lehmberg, appealed to the 5th
Circuit and lost again, with the
court ruling that Kleinert “satis-
fied each element of the Suprem-
acy Clause immunity analysis.”

Travis County hired former
Texas Supreme Court chief jus-
tice Wallace B. Jefferson to ap-
peal the Kleinert case to the U.S.
Supreme Court. He said they
“argued that the subjective stan-
dard was itself wrong because it
was premised on outdated case
law, and that the better rule
would be one that focuses more
on the objective reasonableness
of the officer’s actions.” The Su-
preme Court declined to hear the
case.

Ghaisar’s case has some key
differences. For one, the shooting
and the minutes of pursuit lead-
ing up to it were captured on
video, unlike the Kleinert case.
And Ghaisar was not being pur-
sued for a felony — he had left
the scene of a fender bender in
Alexandria. Twice he stopped
while being pursued by Vinyard
and Amaya down the George
Washington Memorial Parkway,
and twice he drove off when the
officers ran at his Jeep Grand
Cherokee with guns drawn.

When Ghaisar stopped a third
time, and started to drive off
again, both officers fired five
shots into the Jeep, striking
Ghaisar four times in the head.
The officers told the FBI last year
that they believed Ghaisar was
driving toward Amaya, though
they appear to be on the side of
the Jeep when they start firing in
the video, and that his erratic

driving made him a danger to the
community.

Nicholas Bacarisse, who
joined Jefferson in appealing the
Kleinert case to the Supreme
Court, said of the Ghaisar case, “I
don’t think the court can just
look at the video and ask wheth-
er the conduct was ‘necessary
and proper.” He said a federal
judge will probably make a de-
termination under the “modern
qualified immunity analysis, or
did clearly established law pro-
hibit the officers’ actions. And
under that test, which is itself
deeply flawed, officers get off for
this sort of conduct all the time,
no matter how outrageous it
seems to us citizens.”

But one federal court found
that there were circumstances
where a federal officer could be
prosecuted with state charges. In
1992, FBI sniper Lon Horiuchi
was part of a team attempting to
arrest Randy Weaver in Ruby
Ridge, Idaho, on gun charges.
But Horiuchi shot and killed
Weaver’s wife. After the Justice
Department declined charges,
the local Idaho prosecutor
charged Horiuchi with involun-
tary manslaughter.

The case was removed to fed-
eral court, which granted Hori-
uchi’s Supremacy Clause immu-
nity request. But the U.S. Court of
Appeal for the 9th Circuit re-
versed that ruling, saying, “That
immunity has limits. When an
agent acts in an objectively un-
reasonable manner, those limits
are exceeded, and a state may
bring a criminal prosecution.” In
that case, a group of former U.S.
attorneys general, led now by
Attorney General William P.
Barr, filed an amicus brief sup-
porting the Supremacy Clause

argument.

After winning the appeals
court ruling, Idaho prosecutors
dropped the charges.

Thomas Connolly, a former
federal prosecutor and now one
of the Ghaisars’ lawyers, said
that “the family understands
that Bill Barr’s Department of
Justice is going to put any imped-
iment it possibly can to the
prosecution of these officers.”
The Justice Department has re-
fused to allow the FBI agents
who initially investigated the
case to cooperate with Fairfax’s
investigation, and it is defending
the Park Police in the Ghaisars’
civil suit.

Charlotte Gomer, a spokes-
woman for Herring, said the
Virginia attorney general had
joined the case because “this case
is of tremendous importance to
the Ghaisar family, the Northern
Virginia community, and the
Commonwealth as a whole, and
Attorney General Herring be-
lieves it is important to stand up
for the principles of accountabil-
ity and justice” She noted that
Herring’s attorneys wrote the
lead amicus brief in the Supreme
Court case involving Trump’s
taxes, “and this case will likely
involve similar issues.”

Once Vinyard and Amaya are
arraigned in Fairfax, they have
30 days to file a motion to
remove the case to federal court,
followed by a Supremacy Clause
motion. Connolly said that who-
ever loses that ruling may appeal
to the 4th Circuit, and then a
possible appeal to the Supreme
Court, as Kleinert’s case was.
That would push a possible crim-
inal trial at least to late next year
and possibly into 2022.

tom.jackman@washpost.com

Va. lawmakers wrap up 60-day special session with criminal justice overhaul

VIRGINIA FROM B1

pass necessary improvements to
policing and criminal justice,”
House Speaker Eileen Filler-Corn
(D-Fairfax) said. “We came togeth-
er and passed a fiscally responsi-
ble budget that provides relief for
all Virginians, especially those
struggling to get by”

The proceedings were protract-
ed partly because Democrats, who
control both chambers, insisted
on an ambitious agenda, and part-
ly because of steps taken to pro-
tect members from the novel coro-
navirus. The Senate met in a con-
ference room of the Science Mu-
seum of Virginia so members
could sit far apart, and the House
convened online in virtual ses-
sions.

One of the final delays came as
Senate Democrats insisted on in-
cluding language in the budget to
implement a proposed constitu-
tional amendment on redistrict-
ing that’s on the Nov. 3 ballot.
Many House Democrats oppose
the amendment, saying it doesn’t
go far enough to protect against
racial gerrymandering.

As a compromise, the two sides
have agreed to keep the budget
open. If the amendment passes,
Gov. Ralph Northam (D) can sub-
mit the redistricting language,
and the Assembly can briefly re-
convene to vote on the final pas-
sage.

Northam called for the special
session to address a projected
shortfall of $2.8 billion caused by
the state’s response to the pan-
demic. During the regular session
that adjourned in March, the Gen-
eral Assembly had passed a two-
year, $135 billion spending plan

that featured raises for teachers
and state employees, along with
generous new spending for social
programs, education and health
care.

Because of the shortfall,
Northam ordered a freeze on all
new spending. The modified
budget he submitted to lawmak-
ers ahead of the special session
unfroze only small amounts of
that spending, such as for housing
and broadband expansion and for
a modest deposit in the state’s
reserve fund.

Northam warned lawmakers
against using federal pandemic
relief funds to cover virus-related
expenses, saying it would limit his
ability to respond to the ongoing
health crisis when the legislature
is out of session. He also threat-
ened not to sign their proposed
budgetiftheyincluded significant
“contingency” spending — order-
ing the governor to spend on cer-
tain items if the state’s revenue
improves.

The agreement reached this
week restores some spending that
Northam had cut and backs away
from some of the areas that had
raised his objections.

House and Senate budget nego-
tiators agreed to restore some
funding for mental health services
beyond Northam’s recommenda-
tions, and included money for
public colleges and universities
responding to the pandemic.

They also recommended pro-
viding a $1,500 bonus for state
employees and state-supported
local employees in fiscal year
2022, if revenue permit, and add-
ed a $500 bonus this year for
police officers. The budget directs
Northam to propose some type of

BOB BROWN/RICHMOND TIMES—DISPATCH/ASSOCIATED PRESS

State Sen. Janet D. Howell (D-Fairfax), left, speaks to Senate
Minority Leader Thomas K. Norment Jr. on Wednesday.

payincrease for teachers in 2022 if
there is enough money in the
budget.

The plan calls for restoring
about $37 million from Northam’s
cuts for early-childhood educa-
tion and about $35 million for
at-risk pupils in public schools.

Lawmakers agreed to include
$18.6 million in the budget to
implement new laws regarding
police oversight and criminal jus-
ticeissues, along with $6.6 million
for police body cameras.

Democrats followed through
on promises to address issues of
police brutality and racial injus-
tice highlighted by the killing of
George Floyd in Minneapolis po-
lice custody in May.

The House and Senate passed

measures giving local govern-
ments the option to create civilian
review boards with subpoena
power to investigate alleged po-
lice misconduct. They also sent
Northam bills giving the state’s
attorney the power to investigate
allegations of systemic racism in
law enforcement agencies.

They passed bills to ban choke-
holds and no-knock warrants in
most situations, make it easier to
decertify police officers involved
in wrongdoing, and establish
minimum training standards for
law enforcement agencies across
the state. Officers who witness a
colleague using excessive force
would have a duty to intervene.

Other legislation sent to the
governor would prohibit officers

from stopping cars for certain
physical defects or searching
them based on an alleged whiff of
marijuana — minor infractions
that, advocates said, police have
used as pretexts for racially moti-
vated stops.

Sexual relations between law
enforcement and people in their
custody — something already pro-
hibited in many states — would be
outlawed.

The House and Senate ap-
proved a bill to create a “MARCUS
Alert,” which would create “com-
munity care teams” led by mental
health professionals that would
respond along with police to
emergency calls related to mental
health crises. Senate approval
came Friday on a bipartisan 26-to-
12 vote.

The measure is named for Mar-
cus-David Peters, a 24-year-old
Richmond teacher shot and killed
by Richmond police during a
mental breakdown in May 2018.

The House and Senate, though
both led by Democrats, disagreed
sharply in some areas. The House
passed a bill that would have
made it easier to sue police for
misconduct by eliminating quali-
fied immunity, the legal doctrine
that shields officers from civil lia-
bility if there is any ambiguity
surrounding whether their ac-
tions were justified. But a Senate
committee defeated it.

The Senate’s approach, even-
tually adopted by the House as a
compromise, attempts to chip
away at that protection by spelling
out in the state code when officers
may use force, thereby eliminat-
ing uncertainty about whether it
was justified.

Debates on two criminal justice

measures went down to the wire.
A Senate bill allowing criminal
defendants who are convicted by a
jury to opt for sentencing from a
judge narrowly passed both
chambers. But a House bill to
allow people convicted of crimes
to have their records expunged
after a period of time was blocked
by the Senate. Lawmakers vowed
to take that issue up again in the
regular session that convenes in
January.

“The special session was a great
opportunity for legislators to
come together and make real, pro-
gressive, well-needed reform
when it came to police account-
ability and racial justice,” said
Ashna Khanna, legislative direc-
tor of the American Civil Liberties
Union of Virginia. “We’ve seen
some steps forward but Virginia
has a very long way to go when it
comes to racial justice and police
accountability.”

The view was more mixed for
law enforcement, said Wayne
Huggins, executive director of the
Virginia State Police Association.
He praised efforts to enhance
training and make it easier to “get
rid of bad officers.”

Butheexpressed concern about
other measures. He said a ban on
pulling drivers over for mechani-
cal deficiencies with the car will
make the roads less safe. And he
said there is sometimes a need for
ano-knock warrant.

“No-knock warrants are very,
very, very infrequently used, but
when they are used, generally it’s
because someone’s life is in dan-
ger or to stop the destruction of
evidence,” Huggins said.

gregory.schneider @washpost.com
laura.vozzella@washpost.com

Democrats surge ahead in fundraising in Virginia’s most competitive districts

CAMPAIGNS FROM B1

And they say Webb might be
able to pull off an upset in the 5th
District, citing an energized
Democratic electorate and Re-
publican divisions after Good
ousted Rep. Denver Riggleman
in a June GOP nominating con-
vention.

A Democrat has not won the
seat since 2008.

Virginians are turning out in
force at early-voting sites and
requesting record numbers of
mail-in ballots. In the 2nd and
7th districts, Spanberger, Luria
and their opponents are vying for
suburban centrists and inde-
pendent voters.

Luria, whose district is con-
centrated on Virginia’s south-
eastern coast, raised $1.8 million
in the third quarter, compared
with Republican Scott Taylor’s
$1.1 million. She has $1.4 million
on hand. Taylor, a former state
legislator who held the congres-
sional seat for one term before
losing to Luria two years ago, has
$503,000.

The two Navy veterans are

locked in an acrimonious re-
match campaign, heavily focused
on veterans’ issues and small-
business aid.

Aside from hundreds of thou-
sands in grass-roots donations
for both candidates, Luria re-
ceived more than $250,000 from
the House Victory Project, which
is devoted to maintaining a Dem-
ocratic majority, while thou-
sands poured in from unions and
liberal political action commit-
tees. Taylor has accepted thou-
sands from conservative PACs
and the auto industry.

Luria has spent $3.1 million on
ads, many of them devoted to
attacking Taylor. Without a
$2.2 million assist from the Con-
gressional Leadership Fund, Tay-
lor would be struggling to com-
pete on the airwaves, figures
from the Virginia Public Access
Project show.

Spanberger, whose district is
anchored in the Richmond sub-
urbs, raised $2.4 million, while
her opponent, state Del. Nick
Freitas (R-Culpeper), raised
$1.8 million. She has $2.5 million
in the bank, while Freitas has

$776,000.

Freitas has been helped by the
Club for Growth PAC, devoted to
electing fiscal conservatives. He
accepted more than $300,000 in
contributions from the group,
plus roughly $100,000 from the
House Freedom Fund and thou-
sands from gun rights groups.

Spanberger received signifi-
cant assistance from groups de-
voted to maintaining a Demo-
cratic majority in the House,
with more than $250,000 from
the House Victory Project.

To boost Freitas, the NRCC has
relaunched old attempts to link
Spanberger, a former CIA officer,
to terrorism. One advertisement
notes that she taught English
literature for part of a school year
at a Saudi-funded Islamic school
— the NRCC calls it “Terror High”
because a former student was
convicted of joining al-Qaeda.

It is the same attack Republi-
cans unsuccessfully waged
against Spanberger in 2018 and
has been described as “despi-
cable” by Michael V. Hayden,
whose career in the National
Security Agency and CIA

spanned three presidencies.
Freitas is running on a free-
market platform pushing for
minimal government regulation
and intervention, especially in
health care. He supports the
repeal of the Affordable Care Act,
drawing frequent attacks from
the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee.
Spanberger supports a public
option and is campaigning as a
moderate looking for bipartisan
solutions to issues such as rural
broadband access and lowering
prescription drug prices, while
also emphasizing her back-
ground in national security.
Spanberger, Luria and Webb
also benefited massively from
grass-roots donations through
the digital donor platform Act-
Blue, with thousands of individu-
al donors from Virginia and
across the country bringing in
between $945,566 and $1.69 mil-
lion for each candidate.
Thousands of others contrib-
uted totals of $853,000 to Taylor
and $946,000 to Freitas through
the online portal WinRed.
Good, in contrast, raised just

$5,391 through WinRed this
quarter. Some of his greatest
support appears to have come
from Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.), with
a $73,200 contribution through
the Cruz 20 for 20 Victory Fund.
Cruz is also assisting Freitas with
fundraising.

A self-described biblical con-
servative, Good challenged Rig-
gleman in the nominating con-
vention after the congressman
officiated at the same-sex mar-
riage of one of his aides.

During the general-election
campaign, Good has positioned
himself as a traditional law-and-
order Republican, with strong
support for President Trump’s
agenda, holding numerous ral-
lies with law enforcement
groups. Trump won the district
by 11 points in 2016.

Webb, a lawyer and doctor, is
running on a platform focused
on police and criminal justice
reform. The son of a Drug En-
forcement Administration offi-
cer, he has responded to attacks
from Good and the NRCC by
pointing to endorsements from
several current and former sher-

iffs in central Virginia — includ-
ing a former sheriff in Campbell
County, where Good served as a
board supervisor.

Webb’s fundraising report
shows tens of thousands of dol-
lars in donations from physi-
cians associations, blue-collar
unions and liberal outfits such as
the League of Conservation Vot-
ers Action Fund and the Voter
Protection Project, among oth-
ers.

In Virginia’s U.S. Senate race,
Republican candidate Daniel
Gade raised slightly more than
Sen. Mark R. Warner (D) in the
third quarter but still has far less
cash available.

Gade raised $2.4 million and
Warner raised $2.2 million, al-
though Warner’s campaign
spokeswoman says the senator
brought in an additional
$4:00,000 for the Democrats’ Vir-
ginia Coordinated Campaign,
which also funds his organizers.

Warner, who is leading in polls
by double digits, has $6.4 million
on hand. Gade has about
$343,000.

meagan.flynn@washpost.com
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SYLENE FROM B1

said. “Cyla and Helen have always
had the best selection in the city
and, I soon discovered, in the
country.”

Born in Germany and raised in
New Jersey, Weiner and Kestler
grew up helping their parents,
who were Holocaust survivors,
run their own lingerie boutique.
Among lace and wire, the sisters
spent their childhoods watching
women explore the most vulner-
able and intimate aspects of their
bodies. Sometimes they would
see women break down and cry in
the middle of the store.

“It made such an impression
on me,” Weiner said, standing
half a century later in her own
bright and airy store, dressed in a
leopard print shirt that matched
her thick-framed glasses.

Most of the shoppers who cried
during fittings, Weiner later
learned, were recovering from
radical mastectomies, or surger-
ies that remove an entire breast
to treat breast cancer. The women
were struggling to come to terms
with their new physique, and
Weiner and her sister saw first-
hand how lingerie could ease that
process when customized appro-
priately.

So years later, when a young
Weiner was tired of working as a
substitute teacher, she turned
back to her roots and sought
training on how to fit undergar-
ments for mastectomy patients.
She opened Sylene on a hot Au-
gust day in 1975. Five years later,
she hired her sister.

They spent days just feet apart,
with Weiner poring over numbers
and style trends in the back office
and Kestler working with cus-
tomers in the front of the shop.
Somehow, they never tired of
each other’s company.

One evening after an eight-
hour shift together, Weiner re-
members calling her sister just to
chat.

“My husband said, ‘What is
possibly left to talk about? ”
Weiner recalled.

“Everything!” Kestler chimed
in.

“Exactly.”

Over the course of a decade,
the sisters worked together to put
on fashion shows for women who
had undergone breast surgery
each year, drawing crowds and
local media. They stopped the
events when lumpectomies,
which remove only a part of the
breast, became the standard

BONNIE JO MOUNT/THE WASHINGTON POST

Cyla Weiner, left, and Helen Kestler at Sylene in Chevy Chase, Md. Weiner opened the boutique in 1975, when it was rare for women to
talk about purchasing their own lingerie. The store would later attract customers such as Nancy Reagan and Connie Chung.

treatment for breast cancer.

“It became like a sisterhood in
the store,” Weiner said. “At a time
when it was very hush-hush to
have a radical mastectomy, the
store provided an outlet.”

By the time Nancy Reagan had
her mastectomy in 1987, Sylene
was famous for its work with
breast cancer survivors. Weiner
traveled to the White House pri-
vate quarters that year to fit the
first lady, who was preparing to
attend a state dinner.

“She was nervous about how
she would look and that people
would stare at her,” said Weiner,
who would travel to the White
House several more times to fit
Reagan. “I told her that she would
look great and not to worry. She
was just like any other woman.”

While Sylene is known as a
haven for breast cancer survivors,
it was also made popular for its
handpicked selection of under-
garments, almost entirely curat-
ed by Weiner. Her eye for style
and fit hooked her clientele and

evolved with them as times
changed.

“Women are a lot more inde-
pendent and secure than they
were many years ago,” Kestler
said, recalling when women regu-
larly wore slips. “They don’t feel
dependent on a man to make
them feel good, and they don’t
need an occasion to make them
buy something that they want or
love.”

More than the quality of their
product, Weiner and Kestler want
their store to be remembered for
the community it nurtured.

“You basically felt that no mat-
ter what you needed, they would
find it for you,” said Amy Kauff-
man, a 57-year-old who shopped
at Sylene for more than 25 years.
“They knew how to make you
look better, and they knew how to
flatter you.”

Like many Sylene regulars,
Kauffman first went to Sylene to
shop for herself but returned
years later with her daughter. It
was common for Weiner and Kes-

tler to fit undergarments for a
client’s prom dress, wedding
gown and maternity wardrobe.

They also formed special rela-
tionships with some of the city’s
most high-profile residents, trav-
eling to the Kennedy Center to see
client performances and Smith-
sonians to see client designs. The
sisters became so essential to
Chung that she would ask them to
FedEx undergarments if she was
sent away on a reporting trip and
needed a quick outfit change.

“They have always had a good
understanding of a woman’s body
and how to enhance it in a way
that you can’t see,” Chung said.
“They came up with all kinds of
ideas, seriously, that were sneaky
smart.”

The end of the boutique’s long
tenure came as a shock to its
customers, who immediately
called, emailed and showed up at
the store demanding answers.
But there was no eureka moment,
no epic sister fight, not even
financial strife caused by a pan-

demic, the women said.

Their lease was nearing its end,
and Weiner and Kestler figured it
was time to either move locations
or close shop. They decided they
were simply ready to turn the
page and spend more time with
their grandchildren on the West
Coast.

And so, like almost every other
decision they had made, the sis-
ters leaped together. On Sept. 3,
they announced they would close
their doors.

The sisters have been working
overtime to fulfill the orders that
poured in following their an-
nouncement. They say they will
work until every order is filled,
including for those like Chung,
who ordered what seemed like a
lifetime supply of undergar-
ments.

“We do this because it’s fun.
But after 45 years, we need a
break,” Weiner said. “And this
isn’t to say we won’t ever come
back. We will just see how it goes.”

emily.davies @washpost.com
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Mother fatally shot in Southeast ‘just wanted a chance at life’

BY PETER HERMANN
AND CLARENCE WILLIAMS

Cyhneil Smith was determined
to make it.

She was a young, petite woman
with a feisty attitude and an
ever-present smile who had over-
come much in her short life.

Her first child was stillborn.
Her sister was fatally shot two
years ago. Still, Smith pushed for-
ward, had a son, and graduated
from a vocational school, aiming
to be a hotel concierge.

“We felt like we could save her
from the madness out here,” said
the school’s founder, Brandi Forte,
speaking of the hardships in parts
of the District.

Early Friday, police found
Smith dead in a vehicle parked in
the 300 block of 37th Street SE,
alongside Fort Dupont Park. Au-
thorities said she had been shot
multiple times.

Both Smith and her sister, Mec-
ca India Tyshea Gravette, were 23
years old when they were Killed,
2'%» miles apart in Southeast. A
relative confirmed the relation-
ship but said the family did not
want to talk publicly.

D.C. police said they had not
made an arrest and did not know a
possible motive in Smith’s killing. It

KEITH LANE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Cyhneil Smith, a graduate of the Amala Lives Institute, was found
dead Friday in a car in D.C. Police said she was shot multiple times.

was the District’s 160th slaying this
year, driving homicides up 17 per-
cent compared with this time in
2019.

A police spokesman said there is
nothingtoindicate Smith’skillingis
related to the fatal shooting of her
sister in 2018. Gravette and a male
companion were shotin a vehiclein
the 3700 block of 1st Street SE. Her
killing also remains unsolved.

Smith’s story emerged in a 2018
column by Theresa Vargas of The
Washington Post, who wrote

about the school Smith attended
and the others in her class. All had
lostloved ones or experienced oth-
er personal tragedies, and were
trying to get back on track.

Smith dropped out of high
schoolin the 11th grade, soon after
her daughter was stillborn. She
was pregnant with a son two years
later, and she got a job in a school
cafeteria. Then her sister was
killed, leaving behind three small
children in the care of Smith’s
mother.

Smith found her way to the
Amala Lives Institute, which Forte
describes as a “second chance for
people who have lost their way.”
Forte named it Amala, which
means “hope” in Arabic.

Forte counted Smith amongher
best students, even if she was
sometimes tardy. “She would
come in and say, ‘Good morning,
you all know I’'m late, but I'll do my
work, ” Forte said. “If she came
late, she stayed late.”

Smith sometimes brought her
son, PrinceCannon, then less than
a year old, to school when she
couldn’t find a babysitter. Though
outgoing with classmates, Forte
recalled Smith retreating with her
son to a quiet corner, doing home-
work while feeding him snacks.

“Working with her became a joy
for us,” Forte said.

Smith told Vargas she traveled
an hour on public transportation
to reach the school. “I need this
opportunity;” she said in The Post
column. “I'm a day behind on a
brighter futureifI call out.” Noting
her son, she said, “It’s not even my
future. It’s his future.”

But Smith’s past tragedies
weighed heavily. “My family has
been through so much,” she said.
“My family has no good memories
of Washington, D.C.”

After graduating with a certifi-
cation from the American Hotel &
Lodging Association, Smith
worked for a temp agency and was
assigned to front desks at hotels.
Her last job before she died was
with a cleaning service.

She teamed up with Carla Loo-
ney, who runs Self Maid Cleaners,
dusting and vacuuming private
homes and apartments. Smith
again talked about working at a
hotel, this time as a front desk
receptionist.

“She was trying to get her life
back together,” Looney recalled.
“She was really a nice person. She
was always laughing. The whole
time we were cleaning houses, she
was cracking jokes. I'm trying to
figure out who would do this and
why.”

Smith rarely talked about her
personal life. She did not invite
any relatives or friends when she
graduated from Amala. Forte de-
scribed her as protective.

“I just know she had so much
hope,” Forte said. “I think she just
wanted a chance at life. She want-
ed to survive.”

peter.hermann@washpost.com
clarence.williams @washpost.com

Magda Jean-Louis contributed to this
report.

MARYLAND

Republican
candidate

raises over
$6 million

BY MEAGAN FLYNN

A Maryland congressional can-
didate whom President Trump
has repeatedly embraced on Twit-
terraised an astonishing $6.4 mil-
lion in the past three months,
despite long odds in a Baltimore-
based district where registered
Democrats outnumber Republi-
cans by 4to 1.

Kimberly Klacik, running in
Maryland’s 7th District, raised
millions from mostly out-of-state
donors after Trump helped one of
her provocative campaign ads go
viral, turning her into a GOP me-
dia star and securing her a speak-
ing slot at the Republican Nation-
al Convention in August.

Her national profile has sky-
rocketed in the months since she
was trounced by Rep. Kweisi
Mfume (D-Md.)in an April special
election to serve the rest of the
term of the late Elijah E. Cum-
mings (D). Mfume, who held the
congressional seat for a decade
before stepping down to run the
NAACP in 1996, won roughly
three-fourths of the vote and is
heavily favored to win again on
Election Day.

But Klacik, the founder of a
nonprofit for disadvantaged
women, has dialed up the rhetoric
this summer and fall, releasing
ads highlighting blight and trash
in West Baltimore and urging
Black voters to abandon the Dem-
ocratic Party.

Her first ad, which Trump
shared on Twitter in August, has
garnered more than 12 million
online views.

“Be smart Baltimore! You have
been ripped off for years by the
Democrats, & gotten nothing but
poverty & crime,” Trump tweeted
in September. “It will only get
worse UNLESS YOU ELECT KIM-
BERLY KLACIK TO CONGRESS.”

Mfume suggested in a state-
ment Friday that Klacik is trying
to buy her way into office. “This
Congressional seat belongs to the
people of Baltimore City, Balti-
more County and Howard Coun-
ty,” Mfume said. “Donald Trump
and Kim Klacik cannot buy it.
They should take their money and
greed somewhere else, because
we are not for sale.”

Neither Klacik nor her cam-
paign could be reached for com-
ment Friday afternoon. She was
stumping in Arizona with Donald
Trump Jr. at a Latinos for Trump
event.

Mfume raised just $184,344
this quarter, which is not unusual
for such a heavily favored candi-
date. With less than three weeks
until Election Day, he has
$269,300 on hand.

Klacik’s filing showed she had
$3.6 million left, after spending at
least $1.5 million on online adver-
tising, nearly $155,000 on mail-
ers, $11,000 on a private jet and
thousands on events, including
nearly $6,000 at Trump Interna-
tional Hotel in downtown Wash-
ington.

She received little money from
political action committees, with
most donations amounting to sev-
eral hundred or a few thousand
dollars from businesspeople or
retirees.

Klacik, who like Mfume is
Black, has defended the presi-
dent’s record on race relations
before a national audience, in-
cluding on “The View”last month.

She first splashed onto the na-
tional scene in 2019, after posting
videos of West Baltimore on social
media. Her videos are what led
Trump to launch a fusillade of
attacks on Cummings, then chair
of the House Oversight Commit-
tee, for his stewardship of a dis-
trict the president described as a
“rat and rodent infested mess.”

meagan.flynn @washpost.com
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City officials, injured workers testify on proposed expansion of benefits

BY JUSTIN WM. MOYER

Injured D.C. workers, their ad-
vocates and the agency that runs
the city’s workers’ compensation
program testified before a D.C.
Council committee Friday on leg-
islation that would expand access
to benefits.

The city’s Office of Risk Man-
agement earlier this week said 79
workers have been notified they
were reaching a 500-week cap on
benefits set by the council in 2010.
The agency, with more than 1,000
D.C.workers onitsrolls, said those
whom it considers permanently
injured would still be eligible for
payments.

But for those with conditions
not considered permanent, “tem-
porary benefits should terminate,”
the agency said in a statement.

In July, D.C. Council member
Brandon T. Todd (D-Ward 4), chair
of the council’s Committee on
Government Operations, intro-
duced two bills to address what
advocates say are inequities in
workers’ compensation for the
city’s public employees, many of
whom are people of color.

One bill would provide perma-
nent disability payments for in-
jured city workers. Though the
Office of Risk Management, which
runs the city’s workers’ compensa-
tion program, says injured work-

ers can access long-term benefits,
advocates say access has been
eroded by legislative and regulato-
ry changes in the past decade.

Another bill would eliminate
discrepancies in the way public
and private workers are treated.
City employees face restrictions
on workers’ compensation that
those in the private sector do not,
including the 500-week cap and
the need to see Risk Management-
approved physicians to verify
health statuses.

“It is apparent that the city’s
workers’ compensation needs re-
form,” Todd said at Friday’s hear-
ing. “This is the first step.”

Laurie Posner testified Friday

that she was a paramedic in the
city before injuries on the job side-
lined her in the 1990s. Earlier this
year, she received notice that her
workers’ compensation benefits
would be terminated in 2021 after
a Risk Management-backed doc-
tor said she was no longer dis-
abled, which she said contradict-
ed her personal physician. Had
she worked for a private company,
she said, her benefits would be
secure.

“I would love to go back as a
medic,” she said. “That was my
dream. But my doctor said I'm
unable to.”

Steven H. Kaminski, an attor-
ney on the board of governors of

the Trial Lawyers Association of
Washington, D.C., said Risk Man-
agement faces a “conflict of inter-
est,”adjudicating workers’s claims
while also administrating them.

“Itis almost a trap where it’s set
up for failure,” he said.

Jed Ross, director of the Office
of Risk Management, said at the
hearing that he was “testifying to
voice the administration’s strong
opposition to this bill.”

Ross said private contractors
who ran the city’s public workers’
compensation system before 2018
were inefficient, often leaving
claims unresolved for weeks or
months. Though he said he was
open to negotiating a different

arrangement for permanently dis-
abled workers, he said the pro-
posed legislation didn’t provide a
clear standard for benefits entitle-
ment or allow for advances in
medical technology that would
help injured people return to
work.

“It is with great surprise that I
find myself here today testifying
[on a bill] ... that would negate
these substantial gains and the
significant investment in District
capital and operational resources
it has taken to achieve them,” he
said.

A date has not yet been set for
the committee vote on the bills.

Justin.moyer @washpost.com
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700’s newesl panda hits 8-week milestone with open eyes and open ears

BY MARTIN WEIL

Maybe we overuse “unique.”
But in the entire Washington re-
gion, who denies that the Nation-
al Zoo’s panda cub is unique? It is
our one and only. And on Friday,
the rare and cherished creature
was 8 weeks old.

It still lacks a name, but it has
developed in ways that seem like-
ly to help it thrive and pursue
panda happiness amid the events
of this eventful time, or any other.

It is not just that it has begun
crawling, which can be taken as

an obviously good sign.

In a bulletin issued Thursday
by the zoo, assistant curator of
pandas Laurie Thompson report-
ed the development of other vital
faculties.

Both of the little fellow’s eyes
are open, Thompson said. That
does not occur at birth, but finally
happened a little more than a
week ago.

Not only that, the cub’s ears are
also open. Signs of auditory sensi-
tivity arrived this week. When
keepers entered his den to fetch
him for another brief exam,

Thompson said, the sound of the
door prompted him to vocalize.

As the cub was being looked
over, Thompson said, it turned its
black-and-white head on the ex-
amining table, indicating an ef-
fort to find the source of the
voices it heard.

In what keepers took to be a
sign of the absence of panda
passivity, it barked as it was being
measured.

And so it grows. In the seven
days between Oct. 7 and Wednes-
day, it added a pound. Its girth
has also grown, from 13.7 inches,

to 15.9 inches.

That’s only 2.2 inches, not a
great deal perhaps. But we can
also regard it as 16 percent in a
single week. A step along the road
to giant panda rotundity.

The young panda, seemingly
one of a kind in the mammalian
population of the Washington re-
gion, has been described by zoo
staff as a miracle cub.

In doing so, they cited the age
of its mother, Mei Xiang, 22,
suggesting she had reached the
limits of her cub-bearing years.

martin.weil @washpost.com
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HERBERT KRETZMER, 95

Journalist with a flair for words wrote English
libretto for stage phenomenon ‘Les Misérables

BY EMILY LANGER

Herbert Kretzmer, a London
newspaperman who moonlight-
ed as a lyricist and produced the
libretto for the English version of
“Les Misérables,” the epic musi-
cal that remains an international
sensation 35 years after its barri-
cades first rose up from a London
stage, died Oct. 14 at his home in
that city. He was 95.

His agent, Marc Berlin, con-
firmed his death and said he did
not know the cause.

Millions of theatergoers
around the world have seen “Les
Misérables,” the musical adapta-
tion of Victor Hugo’s 1862 novel
about crime and redemption,
liberty and struggle, and gone
home with the words of such
numbers as “Master of the
House” and “Do You Hear the
People Sing?” still ringing in their
ears.

If fans could not stop hearing
the people sing — a “Seinfeld”
episode memorably poked fun at
the earworm nature of “Master of
the House” — they owed the
experience in part to Mr.
Kretzmer’s facility with words, a
talent he said he honed as an
ink-stained theater and televi-
sion critic for two middlebrow
London newspapers, the Daily
Express and the Daily Mail.

“In rhyming and journalism,
you work under constant stric-
ture,” he once told the London
Daily Telegraph. “You are held
loosely behind bars. There is
something about being con-
strained that appeals to me: the
freedom inside the cage.”

A South African-born son of
Lithuanian Jews, Mr. Kretzmer
first sailed to London shortly
after the end of World War II. He
had grown up going to the mov-
ies and idolizing such composers
as George Gershwin and Cole
Porter, he recalled in an essay for
the Daily Mail published in 2013,
and aspired to become a song-
writer.

But he found London “posi-
tively awash with composers far
more talented than 1.”

He decided to try his hand at
penning lyrics and, while making
a living as a journalist, “wrote
songs for anyone who would buy
my wares.”

He shared a credit for “Good-
ness Gracious Me!,” recorded by
Peter Sellers and Sophia Loren in
1960, and wrote a number of
songs for the BBC TV satirical
show “That Was the Week That
Was.” But he was best known
musically for his collaboration
with Charles Aznavour, the
French balladeer for whom he
provided the English lyrics of
such hits as “Yesterday, When I
Was Young” and “She.”

Mr. Kretzmer’s work with Az-
navour impressed British theatri-
cal producer Cameron MacKkin-
tosh, who in 1985 was planning
an English version of the French-
language musical “Les Mis-
érables,” with music by Claude-
Michel Schonberg and text by
Alain Boublil and Jean-Marc Na-
tel. With opening night only
months away, Mackintosh called
Mr. Kretzmer to ask whether he
might be able to write an English
libretto.

Mr. Kretzmer agreed, took a
leave of absence from his news-
paper job, and set to work. He
labored so intensely that he said
he sometimes forgot to eat.

“As I sat in my Knightsbridge
flat all those years ago, agonizing
over whether the line about ‘but
the tigers come at night’ would
work or not, I never dreamed of
what ‘Les Misérables’ would be-
come,” he wrote in the 2013 essay.
“Like Hugo’s novel, it’s one part
chase story, one part moral fable
and one part love story, but when
you put those elements together
the result has proved irresist-
ible.”

Atits premiere, the production
was largely a dud among London
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Herbert Kretzmer, a lyricist as well as a journalist, takes notes while talking to French balladeer
Charles Aznavour. The duo collaborated on Aznavour’s hits “Yesterday, When I Was Young” and “She.”

theater critics, with
Mr. Kretzmer’s colleague at the
Daily Mail panning “Les Mis” as
“Les Glums.” But theatergoers
were of another mind entirely,
and the show quickly proved a
phenomenon.

Drawing crowds for decades, it
became the longest-running mu-
sical in the history of London’s
West End — its reign interrupted
only by the onset of the novel
coronavirus pandemic early this
year.

A Broadway staging opened in
New York in 1987 — winning the
Tony Award for best original
musical score — and closed in
2003. Revivals followed in 2006
and 2014.

A 2012 film version starring
Hugh Jackman as the hero Jean
Valjean, Russell Crowe as his
antagonist, Javert, and Anne
Hathaway as the tragic Fantine
proved a box office megahit.
Three years later, the Daily Mail
estimated Mr. Kretzmer’s wealth
at $17 million.

He took pains to say that his
contribution was not one of
translation.

“If I wanted a literal transla-
tion, I would go to the diction-
ary,” Mr. Kretzmer told the New
Yorker in 2013. “Translation —
the very word I rebut and resent,
because it minimizes the genuine
creativity that I bring to the task.”

Moreover, the original French
version ran for two hours, and
the English one exceeds three.

“You don’t need to be a math
whiz to calculate that at least a
third of the play did not exist
before I got my hands on it,” he
observed. “I feel the show be-
longs as much to me as it belongs
to the French.”

His lyrics ranged from Fan-
tine’s heart-rending “I Dreamed a
Dream” and Valjean’s prayerful
“Bring Him Home” to the rousing
ode to liberty, “Do You Hear the
People Sing?,” which took on a
life outside the theater as a
protest song.

“Although I never envisaged
going to the barricades myself,”
he later wrote, “I was undoubted-
ly influenced by the inhumane
Apartheid system that I wit-
nessed when I was growing up.”

Herbert Kretzmer was born on
Oct. 5,1925, in Kroonstad, a small
town southwest of Johannes-
burg. His parents ran a grocery
and later a furniture store. “I
soon became aware,” he wrote,
“that even as a boy in short
trousers I could enjoy a life of
privilege for no better reason
than that I was born a wit baasie
— a ‘little white master.’ ”

After studying at Rhodes Uni-
versity in Grahamstown, Mr.
Kretzmer began his journalistic
career in South Africa. He spent a
period writing a novel in Paris
before settling in 1954 in London,
where he developed a specialty
interviewing visiting celebrities
such as John Steinbeck, Truman
Capote, Marlene Dietrich, Rose-

mary Clooney and Cary Grant.

Mr. Kretzmer wrote “Our Man
Crichton,” a musical based on a
play by J.M. Barrie, which pre-
miered in London in 1964, but he
had to wait two decades to
achieve genuine fame in the the-
atrical world, with “Les Mis.” He
was appointed an Officer of the
Order of the British Empire in
2011.

Mr. Kretzmer’s first marriage,
to Elisabeth Wilson, ended in
divorce. Survivors include his
wife, Sybil Sever, whom he
marred in 1988; two children
from his first marriage; and two
grandchildren.

Recently, demonstrators in
Hong Kong have sung “Do You
Hear the People Sing?” to protest
Beijing’s encroachment.

“I believed that such a protest
song, sung in solidarity, could
overwhelm not only the repres-
sive 1830s French police state
depicted in Les Miserables but
also the mighty dictatorships of
our own times,” Mr. Kretzmer
wrote, reflecting on the develop-
ment.

“Remember, I wrote the lyrics
some years before Nelson Man-
dela’s release from prison in 1990
and before the fall of the Berlin
Wallin 1991,” he continued. “But I
never imagined ‘Do You Hear the
People Sing?’ might become an
anthem for protesters every-
where, from Venezuela to Tai-
wan, Turkey and Hong Kong.”

emily.langer @washpost.com
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ACHESON

JOANN ACHESON "Jan"
On October 14, 2020, at the age of 90 after
a 13-year struggle with primary progressive
aphasia. Survived by her husband of 59
years, Don, daughters Lynn Acheson and
Leigh Naughton (Larry), granddaughters
Lydia and Bridget Naughton and sister Dar-
lene Coley. She was raised in Wisconsin,
departed at age 18 to join her older sister
Dolores in Bermuda and then continued
employment with the US Air Force in Eng-
land, Morocco and Japan before marriage
and motherhood. No services are planned.

DEITER

URBAN LEROY DEITER, JR.
Urban Leroy Deiter Jr., 84, born December 3,
1935 in Wilkes Barre, PA, the beloved husband
of Carole Deiter, passed away on October
5, 2020. Carole and Urban were childhood
sweethearts. They celebrated over 61 years of
loving marriage.

After serving in the Navy, Mr. Deiter joined E.H.
Walker Supply Company as a printer machinist.
He worked his way up to Vice President of
the company. He was an expert in graphic arts
machinery. He traveled the U.S. and Europe
installing and maintaining equipment.

He was a member of the PG and Three Rivers
shooting clubs. He enjoyed his time golfing,
playing cards, and skeet shooting with his
friends. Mr. Deiter was an avid thrill seeker, a
former pilot, and sky diver. He was known for
his sense of humor and practical jokes.

He is survived by Carole Deiter; daughters
Dawn Deiter Rich, Kelly Deiter, and Tracy Deiter;
grandchildren Kelsey Harry (Jeremy), Jordan
Burgess (Andrew), Cameron Rich, and Quinn
Grimes; and great grandson Reece Burgess.

Funeral services will be held privately. If you
wish, memorial contributions can be made to
the charity of your choice.

GOLD

WALTER L. GOLD
The officers and members of the
Bethesda-Che! Chase  Rescue
Squad regret the passing of Walter
L. Gold who provided over 60 years
oW of dedicated service to our depart-
‘Q'L‘s" ment. There will be a memorial ser-

- vice on Sunday, October 18 at 1
p.m. at the King David Memorial Garden, 7842
Lee Highway, Falls Church, VA. We extend our
heartfelt sympathies to his family and friends.

Kenneth B. Holden, President
Edward G. Sherburne, Chief

GREEN

WILLIAM DELAPLAINE GREEN, JR.
William Delaplaine Green Jr. passed away
peacefully in his home in Alexandria, Virginia in
July 31,2020. He was 69 years old.

Born in Alexandria, Virginia on September 12,
1950 to Norma Lake Green and William D.
Green, Sr., he was educated in Fairfax County
public schools, graduating from Fort Hunt High
School in 1968. He continued his education,
attending Lehigh University in Lehigh, PA. After-
wards, he began working'in his family's busi-
nesses in Arlington,VA.

During these years he worked on a variety of
devices resulting in patents with the U.S. Patent
Office. He also wrote poetry, and some of his
works are in the Library of Congress. In later
years, he traveled extensively. He especially
loved Hawaii.

Although he never married, Bill was a beloved
Uncle to his many nieces and nephews. He
helped them learn to play tennis, work on
cars, and encouraged their educations. He
was always interested in their activities and
accomplishments, and attended their gradua-
tions, weddings, and other important events.
He especially loved spending time with them at
the family camp in upstate New York, fishing,
boating, helping them water ski, build camp-
fires, and play tennis.

He is survived by five of his siblings: his
brother, Richard P. Green (Susan) of Hollywood,
FL; sisters, Elizabeth G. Wolfe (william) , of
Arlington, VA; Carole G. Newman (Crit Cook),
of Arlington, VA; Katherine A. Green (Joerg
Schwoch), of Ashland, OR; and Norma G. Gilpin
of Allen, TX; 10 nieces and nephews and
numerous great-nieces, great-nephews and
cousins.

A funeral service will be held for the family
on Monday, October 19, 2020 at 10 a.m. in
Arlington, VA at the Cherrydale Baptist Church.
The Reverend Steve King will officiate. Visita-
tion for non-family will be Sunday, October 18,
2020 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Murphy's Funeral
Home in Arlington, VA.

HAMILTON

TAWANDA M. HAMILTON
Peacefully on Sunday, October 4, 2020.
Resident of Capitol Heights, MD. Devoted
mother of Tamara L. Miller; loving daughter
of the late Rose and Joseph Hamilton. Also
survived by one loving grandson, Zavion
Meriedy; and a host of other relatives and
friends. Visitation will be held on Tuesday,
October 20 at 3:30 p.m., Service 4:30 p.m.,
at J.B. JENKINS FUNERAL HOME, INC., 7474
Landover Rd., Hyattsville, MD. Services will
be live streamed at

www.jbjenkinsfuneralhome.com

KLAU

ZELINE CARON KLAU
On Wednesday, October 14, 2020, our
beloved mother, Zeline Caron Klau, Age
86, of Cannon Falls, MN, passed away.
Preceded in death by her loving husband,
David Klau. She is survived by her children,
Bruce (Joett) Charno, Randi (Bruce) Hen-
ning, Lauri (Chris) Robinson; five grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren. Zeline
will be remembered for her musical talent,
fierce independence, stubbornness, and
strong heart. Friends can honor Zeline with
contributions to a charity of their choice.

No services to be held at this time.
www.Cremationsocietyofmn.com.

| DEATHNOTICE |
LEVITT

RACHELLE LISA LEVITT (1952-2020
RACHELLE LISA LEVITT of Washington, DC,
passed away at age 68 on October 13, 2020,
from complications arising out of neurodegen-
erative disease. Rachelle was born on March
27, 1952, in New York City and grew up in
Queens. She received a B.A. in urban studies
from Case Western Reserve University in 1973,
and a Master's degree in city planning from
Harvard University in 1975. Rachelle worked
as a Special Assistant with the Economic
Development Administration, U.S. Departmant
of Commerce, from 1975 to 1981; for the
Urban Land Institute, where she retired as
Executive Vice President for the Global Infor-
mation Group, from 1981 to 2009; and for
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, where she retired as a Director
of Research in the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Policy Development and
Research, from 2010 to 2019. During Rachelle's
long career she co-authored and edited numer-
ous books, magazines, and articles. Rachelle
married Bernard Weberman in 1977. She is
survived by her beloved husband of 43 years;
by her beloved daughters Melissa Leigh Weber-
man and Emily Tara Weberman, both of Wash-
ington, DC; and by her many friends, famiI?/,
and former colleagues. She will also be deeply
missed by her beloved dog, Sarge. Rachelle
was predeceased by her parents Jean and
Samuel Levitt. In light of the coronavirus pan-
demic, the family will hold private services. As
such, a celebration for all friends and family
in honor of Rachelle's life is planned for the
fall of 2021. In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be sent to the American Brain
Foundation in memory of Rachelle.

LIPFORD

ELAINE DENISE LIPFORD
On Thursday, October 8, 2020. She is survived
by her husband, John A. Lipford. Sons John
Bush (Darlene) and Aaron Lipford; grandsons:
Kevin Coles Jr. (Shanyka) Kerwin Coles, Ryan
Bush, and Andrew Bush; great-grandchildren
Khalil, Kevon, Kamiyra, and Kylan; sisters Rev.
Dr. Valeria Scott (her Pastor), Yvette Coles,
Samona Reynolds; brothers Darnell and Dexter
(Felita);a host of other relatives and friends.
Mrs. Lipford will lie in state at Holy Cross
Pentecostal Church, 601 Larchmont Ave., Capi-
tol Heights, MD, Tuesday, October 20 from 10
a.m. until time of service 11 a.m. Interment at
Resurrection Cemetery.
Online condolences may be made at:
www.stewartfuneralhome.com

RUBENSTEIN

ROBERT LEWIS RUBENSTEIN
Of Williamsburg, VA (formerly of Falls
Church, VA, Matawan, NJ and Perth Amboy,
NJ) passed away on Tuesday, October 13,
2020 at the age of 78. He was preceded
in death by his wife, Leah of 52 years. He
leaves behind his son, Adam Rubenstein
(Robin) of Williamsburg, VA, daughter, Lisa
Gerstenfeld (Philip) of Dallas, TX, daughter,
Allison Rome (Bryan) of Reston, VA; lovin
grandchildren, Seth and Saul Gerstenfeld,
Hallie and Brad Rubenstein, and Elyssa and
Jack Rome; and brother, Dr. Carl Rubenstein
(Debby) of Oklahoma City, OK.
A memorial service will be held at a later
time due to the current pandemic. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made in Robert’s
memory to Riverside Hospital Foundation
(Riverside Doctors Hospital Make a Differ-
ence fund or Dr. Mark Ellis Cancer Care
Endowment Fund), Pancreatic Cancer
Action Network, or The Glass Ribbon
Project .

RUSSELL

JAMES COWELL RUSSELL “Jim"

ETCM, US Navy (Ret.) (Age 82)

Of Great Mills, MD passed away on October
11, 2020 at MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital in
Leonardtown, MD. Family will receive friends
on Sunday, October 18, 2020 from 3 to 5
p.m., with prayers at 4 p.m. at Brinsfield
Funeral Home, PA., 22955 Hollywood Road,
Leonardtown, MD 20650. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated by Reverend Raymond
F. Schmidt on Monday, October 19, 2020 at
11 a.m. at St. John Francis Regis Catholic
Church, 43927 St. Johns Road, Hollywood, MD
20636. Interment will immediately follow at
the church cemetery. Arrangements by the
Brinsfield Funeral Home, P.A.

SHEPHARD

WALTER JAMES SHEPHARD
Beloved father, peacefully passed away on
October 3, 2020. Family will welcome friends
Sunday, October 18 at J.B. Jenkins Funeral
Home, 7474 Landover Rd. Visitation 2 p.m.
until time of service at 2:30 p.m. Interment
Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.

SOWIZRAL

GLORIA LOUISE SOWIZRAL
(Age 87)
Of Manchester, NJ passed away on Tuesday,
October 13, 2020 at Casey House. Beloved
wife of the late John Walter Sowizral. Loving
mother of Judith Reidy (James), and Brenda
Zygmund (Gregory). Caring sister of Dianne
Carne (Edward). Devoted grandmother of
Katherine Kerrane (Michael), Sean Reidy,
Jacqueline zZygmund (Matthew Hoehn),
Brooke Clayton (Michael), and Allyson Tay-
lor (Edward). Dearing great grandmother
of Avery Zygmund, Ellis Clayton and Gavin
Taylor. A memorial service will be held next
summer 2021 at Brigadier General William
C. Doyle Memorial Cemetery. Full obituary
can be viewed and online condolences may
be expressed at:
www.pumphreyfuneralhome.com

VENTURA

DANIEL REUBEN VENTURA

Formerly of Silver Spring, MD,

passed away on October 15, 2020

at age 50. Daniel is survived by

his devoted parents, Jack and

Stephanie Ventura; and his loving

siblings, Jerome Ventura of Con-
cord, CA, and Marcia Ventura (Wendy Hueners)
of Seattle, WA. Dear uncle of Atticus Ventura,;
and adored nephew of Lorraine Leavitt, Frank
and Margie Ventura, Lenore Ventura, and Violet
Ventura. Private graveside services at Judean
Memorial Garden at 11 am, Sunday, October
18. Please contact Congregation Beth El of
Montgomery County for information on Zoom
connections for the funeral and shiva (301-
652-2606). In lieu of flowers, please consider
contributions to your favorite charity. Arrange-
ments by Hines-Rinaldi Funeral Home, LLC
under Jewish Funeral Practices Committee of
Greater Washington Contract.
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Now death notices on
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Patricia Frances Blaine (nee Conboy) was
born on November 12, 1952, in Philadelphia,
PA, and passed away on October 9, 2020, in
Arlington, VA. Patricia’s immediate survivors
are her husband, George; children, James,
Jeremy, and Anne; Conboy family siblings,
Eleanor, Marianne, Jerry, Tom, Kate, and
Theresa; two aunts and numerous cousins.
In addition, she is survived by her brother-in-
law, Kevin, and sister-in-law, Christine.

Patricia was a Registered Nurse earning her
license from The Medical College of Penn-
sylvania (now part of Drexel University) and
her BSN from George Mason University. She
worked as a nurse for nearly 45 years in
several capacities at Georgetown University
Hospital, Alexandria Hospital, Arlington Hos-
pital (now Virginia Hospital Center), and Fair-
fax INOVA Hospital. For most of her career,
Patricia was a hospice nurse and with Capital
Caring and its predecessors. In addition, she

BLAINE

worked with Arlington County to provide
health care for homeless and needy citizens.
Pat was also a very active community volun-
teer helping with projects for the PTA, scouts,
sports, and church.

Pat was a loving spirit with a radiant and
healing smile. Her dedication to nursing
reflected her selfless caring, compassionate
heart, and generous nature. She completely
and thoroughly loved the family she nour-
ished, and she cherished her scores of
friends and colleagues. Pat believed in the
dignity of humanity: she lived to help people
through the best and the hardest of times.
Her greatest joy was providing comfort to all
she touched personally and professionally.
As both a friend and a nurse, Pat supported
hundreds of acquaintances, patients, and
their families throth the physical and emo-
tional struggles of life and death. No effort
in her quest to serve was ever too much.

Pat considered the environment as an inte-
gral part of humanity. Therefore, she rever-
ently loved nature and thoroughly respect-
ed it. She was kind to all in creation -
plant or animal, great or small. All who met
Pat, especially dogs, immediately sensed her
caring essence. The plants in her garden
thrived for her.

Pat would have wished that those she
enriched to continue_caring for others by
ﬁlvmgto worthy charities of their choice. She

ad many personal favorites. Contributions
to Capital Caring would honor her memory
and help continue what was her life’s work.
See www.capitalcaring.org

A visitation will be held Monday, October
19, 2020, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Murphy
Funeral Home, Arlington, VA.

Please see full obituary at
www.murphyfuneralhomes.com

On Monday, October 5, 2020, Richard L.
Braunstein, loving husband, father and
grandfather, passed away at the age of
87. Richard (Dick) was born on September
13, 1933 in Brooklyn, NY to Saul and Iris
(Deutsch) Braunstein. After graduating from
New York University, he received his law
degree from Harvard Law School in 1957. He
joined the New York Bar in 1958 and the
District of Columbia Bar in 1959.

Mr. Braunstein was introduced by his uncle,
Seymour Deutsch, to Washington tax lawyer
Bernard J. Long, joining Long’s firm in 1958.
In 1960 the Long firm merged with the
Washington communications law firm, Dow,
Lohnes and Albertson (DL&A), establishing
for DL&A its corporate and tax practice. Mr.
Braunstein practiced with DL&A (later known
as DowLohnes, PLLC) until his retirement
from the firm in 2014 when the firm merged
with Cooley LLP. He became a partner of
DL&A in 1965 and succeeded Mr. Long as
leader of the corporate/tax practice. Mr.
Braunstein ultimately led the firm in decades
of expansion, becoming its senior partner
and chairman. He led the establishment of
New York and Atlanta offices, while repre-
senting many large communications compa-
nies and their owners. He possessed a keen

BRAUNSTEIN

RICHARD L. BRAUNSTEIN

intellect, but perhaps what set him apart
was his unique ability to feel genuinely that
his clients’ business and tax issues were
his own and to try to solve them with that
mindset. After his retirement, Mr. Braunstein
continued consulting on matters concerning
some of his long-standing, and well-beloved
clients. He enjoyed life-long friendships with
his clients and colleagues. His loyalty, gen-
erosity, brilliant legal mind and boundless
energy defined his many years of practice.

Richard had a passion for classical music,
and could be found under the tent at the
Aspen Music Festival every summer. He
was known for his kindness, generosity and
compassionate spirit. Richard was preceded
in death by his parents. He is survived
by his wife Leslianne; his children, Karen
(John) Burgett and Douglas (Julie); his sister
Barbara; his four grandchildren, Noah, Justin
and Grace Burgett and Brooke Braunstein,
and by extended family members and
friends. The family will hold a memorial
service on Sunday, October 25, 2020, at 3:00
p.m. via Zoom. The family requests donations
In Richard’s memory be sent to Children’s
National Hospital, 111 Michigan Avenue NW,
Washington, D.C., 20010, https://children-
snational.org/giving

MARIA MAGDOLNA VADAI CHIKES

Died peacefully Tuesday morning August 11,
2020, at Asbury Park Methodist Village in
Gaithersburg, MD. At 98, she was preceded
in death by her beloved husband of 53 years,
Dr. Tibor Chikes of Washington, DC. Survivors
include four sons and their wives, Csaba and
Cathy Chikes of Falls Church, VA, Dr. Peter
and Nancy Chikes of Concord, NC, Gabe
and Kristy Chikes of Germantown, MD, and
Dr. Ben and Anne Chikes of Lititz, PA; 12
grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren.

Born August 1, 1922, in Budapest, Hungary,
she was the daughter of Maria and Ferenc
Vadai. Amidst the twilight charms of the
fading Hapsburg empire, her parents raised
their only child in KisUjszallas where her
mother was school director of the all-girls
elementary and middle schools. Maria’s
father was director of the all-boys college
preparatorP/ high school, Moricz Zsigmund.
They instilled in her a lifelong interest and
curiosity for culture, literature, art, and
music. She married a young minister, Dr.
Tibor Chikes, in 1942. They all survived World
War I, sheltering in a Budapest air raid
cellar, during the conclusive house-to-house
battles during the siege of Budapest in 1945.
The Red Army’s ultimate victory resulted
in the 46-year Soviet military occupation of
Hungary.

CHIKES

The congregation at Parkside United Church
of Christ, founded in 1900 by Hungarian
immigrants in Phoenixville, PA, invited Tibor
to serve as their minister, so, in July 1947,
she and Tibor immigrated to America with
their two young sons. They later moved
to Pittsburgh where Tibor served as the
Minister of Counseling at Baldwin Communi-
ty United Methodist Church. Maria was an
active partner and support to her husband,
the Hungarian-American congregations, and
through both, other refugees fleeing Soviet-
;)ccupied Hungary after the failed 1956 revo-
ution.

In 1960, they settled in northwest Wash-
ington DC with their now four sons when
her husband joined the faculty of Wesley
Theological Seminary. Maria lived in the
same house in DC for over 55 years and
considered herself a proud Washingtonian.
She remained a lifelong avid reader of lit-
erature and news including the daily print
edition of The Washington Post. For eight
years, she worked at the Tenley-Friendship
Neighborhood Library, a branch of the District
of Columbia Public Library System. She
eventually gave up the library position to
nurse Tibor through Parkinson’s disease until
his death in 1996.

Together with Wesley Seminary leadership,
Maria created a graduate scholarship in
Tibor’s honor to annually support seminary
graduate students from his alma mater in
Hungary, the University of Debrecen. Over
the next two decades, she advocated for
and supported eleven students for two years
each through the program. They have all
gone on to careers as ministers and church
leaders throughout North America and
Europe.

On Friday, September 18, 2020, a small,
restricted by COVID, group of family and
friends gathered at the Wesley Seminar’s
Oxnam Chapel for a private service. Her
extended family joined virtually. A larger
public memorial/celebration of life service
Is planned for a later date post-pandemic.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations
to the Tibor and Maria Chikes Scholarship
Program, Wesley Theological Seminary, 4500
Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC
20016.

When the need arises, let families find you in
the Funeral Services Directory.

To be seen in the Funeral Services Directory,
please call paid Death Notices at 202-334-4122.
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MITZI BOOKOFF WAGHELSTEIN
On Wednesday, October 14, 2020,
MITZI BOOKOFF WAGHELSTEIN of
Rockville, MD. Beloved wife of the
late Marvin Waghelstein. Devoted
mother of Alan (Elyse) Waghel-
stein, Nancy (Stewart) Cherner,
Diane (Steven) Jaffee and David (Ellen) Waghel-
stein. Loving grandmother of Brett Waghelstein
(Sarah Thibeau), Michael (Jennifer) Cherner,
Carey (Leigh) Cherner, Brian (Jordan) Jaffee,
Scott Jaffee, Matthew (Madeline) Jaffee,
Andrea (Brian) Wishan and Evan (Dara Busman)
Waghelstein. Cherished great-grandmother of
Sloan, Emmie, Carson and Parker Cherner,
Sloan and Campbell Jaffee and Aaron Wishan.
Dear sister of Sheila Rossan (Alfred Greenberg),
and sister-in-law to the late Shirlene (the late
Al) Platshon and the late Sidney Waghelstein.
Loving aunt to Mark (Leslie) Platshon, Judy
Platshon and Benjamin (Charlotte) Rossan; also
survived by her devoted caregivers, Jane
Wamoyo and Donovan Lewis. Funeral services
will be held privately. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made to St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital or the charity
of your choice. Arrangements entrusted to
TORCHINSKY HEBREW FUNERAL HOME, 202-
541-1001.

YUAN

LUN LEE YUAN
(Age 97)

Born in Shanghai China in 1923, and passed
away on October 9, 2020 in Bethesda,
MD. Lee, as all knew him, earned his
undergraduate degree at Jiaotung Univer-
sity in China. After arriving in the United
Statesin 1947, he earned a PhD in chemical
engineering from the Illinois Institute of
Technology in Chicago. Lee spent his entire
professional  career  with American
Cyanamid Company be§inning in 1952 to
his retirement in 1988, first as a chemical
engineer in Stamford, CT, an executive in
their New York and Wayne, NJ offices, a
management specialist across Asia, and
General Manager of Cyanamid Taiwan.
Lee was of a last generation of engineer
to enter management and remain with
the same company throughout his career,
finding new opportunities for success and
adventure spanning a rewarding 36 years of
employment. In 1980, he was reunited with
his parents in Shanghai after a 33-year sep-
aration and made many subsequent trips
to China to visit his family. After retirement
in 1988, Lee settled in Wayne, NJ where
he led several entrepreneurial enterprises
in partnership with former colleagues who
continued to be lifelong friends. Lee moved
to McLean, VA in 2014 to be closer to
his family and was an avid and dedicated
gardener and enthusiastic bonsai practi-
tioner, holding memberships with the
Northern New Jersey Bonsal Society, and
later with the Northern Virginia Bonsai
Society. He was a thoroughly engaged
and devoted father, grandfather and great-
grandfather, caring brother, uncle and
reat-uncle, and a loyal friend and col-
eague to many over the years.
Lee is survived by his wife of 72 years,
Rosaline; son, Milton (Linda); daughter,
Nancy; granddaughter, Katherine (Douglas);
great-grandson, Jordan Lee; sister, Lorraine
Li; as well as nieces and nephews in Shang-
hai, Toronto, and the U.S.
Virtual service planned for Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, 2020. Funeral services provided by
Murphy Funeral Home, Falls Church, VA.

ALPERSTEIN

ETHAN ROSS ALPERSTEIN
12/09/1991-10/17/2002

No matter what anyone says about grief
and about time healing all wounds, the
truth is there are certain sorrows that never
fade away until the heart stops beating and
the last breath is taken. We miss you each
and every day, especially at times of family
celebrations and holidays. Our love for you
is everlasting.

our beautiful and precious Ethan,
forever you will live in our hearts.

REED

VINCENT EMORY REED
March 1, 1928 - October 17,2017

In loving memory of my dear husband. Three
year ago today God took you home with him.
God saw that you were weary and there was
no cure to be. He gently whispered “Vince" it
Is time to come home with me. We love you
and miss you very much.

Rest in peace with God.

Wife - Frances B. Reed
Family and Friends
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FRANK F. EVEREST, JR.
Frank F. Everest, Jr, roamed the Alaskan
wilderness when he was a young boy, soared
through the air when he was a fighter pilot,
and left this earth on his final journey October
11,2020, when he passed away peacefully at
home, with family by his side.

Frank was born in Galveston, Texas on
December 31, 1931, the only son of General
Frank F. Everest, Sr., and Edith Everest. He
grew up in a military family and lived on
bases around the country and in Charleston,
West Virginia when his father was deployed
during World War II.

Frank loved to tell his children and his
grandchildren stories about living off the
land in Alaska, his journey down the Al-Can
Highway, and extended time with family in
Council Bluffs, lowa, where he grew close to
his Uncle Charlie.

Frank returned to lowa for college and played
football at lowa State. He left school early to
join the Air Force. During flight school and
early in his military career, Frank met the love
of his life on a blind date. The night they met
Frank told Jean that he was going to marry
her one day. Jean’s father, Carlyle Boguess,
approved and their life together began on
November 24, 1954. Their love for each other
lasted 65 years and only ended when Jean
passed away in 2019.

Their lives were filled with passion and family.
Each new duty assignment seemed to bring
another child, first when Hank was born
in Victoria, Texas, and when the next son,
Michael, was born in Bitburg, Germany. Frank
told many stories about that post in Germany,
including mock dog fights in training and
how the cockpit in his fighter suddenly
lost pressure at 40,000 feet, puncturing his
eardrum.

Frank wanted Jean to see the family farm
as soon as possible, so they went to lowa
on their honeymoon. Jean learned that farm
life starts before dawn and that slopping the
pigs is just one of the chores. Frank planned
to return and start farming when he was
discharged from the Air Force.

EVEREST

Uncle Charlie had some other ideas for the
young couple after he met Jean's father
at their wedding. Carlyle started a steel
fabrication company, Southern Iron Works,
and told Frank he had a job waiting for him.
uncle Charlie gave Frank the best advice of
his business career when he said “Rube, if |
were you, | would go to Virginia and go to
work for Carlyle.” And so he did.

Frank and Jean moved to Alexandria, Virginia
when he was discharged from the Air Force
and remained there for the rest of their lives.
Frank went to work in the business and
eventually became Carlyle’s right-hand man,
both in real estate development and as a top
executive at Southern Iron Works.

Frank did not give up farming. He planted
bigger and bigger gardens, finally with rows
and rows of corn in a large vacant lot. When
Frank finished his day at the office he went
to work at home in his garden and in his
workshop.

What started out in the garden ended up on
the table for their five children, Chuck, Hank,
Mike, Jenny, and Marty. Frank often said that
Jean cooked for all seven family members for
years so then he cooked for Jean until the
end of her life.

Frank loved to be outside in the garden and
in the wilderness. He fished the Frying Pan
River as a boy and later fished in Alaska
with friends and family. Frank also loved to
hunt birds in North America and big game in
Africa. He was hard of hearing and always
said it was his punctured ear drum, never the
thousands of rifle shots and shotgun blasts
from hunting.

Frank took his family camping in the Virginia
mountains and then to the Colorado moun-
tains. He taught his children to ski by leading
them down the slopes like a line of ducklings.
Later he took his extended family on more
skihtripl)s, but he sent his grandchildren to ski
school.

Frank was welcoming to all, even the
teenagers that dated his daughters and mar-
ried into the family. He cherished his grand-
children and each visit. He was genuinely
interested in other people, often direct, and
always honest. He had many friends from all
walks of life.

Frank is survived by Hank Everest and his
wife, Natalie; Jenny Purcell and her husband,
Dave; Marty Irvine and her husband, Chris;
nm% grandchildren; and seven great-grand-
children.

Frank’s family is especially grateful to Josie
Velasquez, who cared for him through his
last days and also grateful to the caregivers
from Goodwin House.

Please make a donation to a charitﬁ of your
choice instead of sending flowers. The family
is having a private service and hopes to later
gather and celebrate Frank F. Everest, Jr.,
may God rest his soul.

ROBERT D. WOOTEN "Dave"
Robert D. "Dave" Wooten, age 91, died of
sepsis on September 21, 2020 at Oak Hill
Hospital in Spring Hill, FI. He had been a long-
time resident of Montgomery County, living
in Chevy Chase from 1956 until 1961 and the
Montrose community of south Rockville from
1961 until 2019.

Born Robert David Wooten in Atlanta on
August 25, 1929, to George F. Wooten, an
accountant, and Jemima Wooten, nee Hogan,
he lived in Jacksonville, Florida during the
early years of his life until the elder Mr.
Wooten lost his accounting job during the
Depression. The family moved Jacksonville to
Tavares, Lake County, Florida where, by Mr
Wooten's account, they rented a house for
$12/month, and supplemented their nutri-
tional needs by fishing and hunting. In
Tavares, Wooten recalled picking blackber-
ries and selling them for a nickle a quart.

At times, even this was not enough and
‘David’, as he was then known, was often
bused away with his elder brother, George,

WOOTEN

Jr, to stay with relatives, including a year-
long st?jy with an uncle in Chula, Georgia
who had a large farm. Here, Wooten and his
older brother, George, Jr., helped pick cotton,
can vegetables, and learned to ride horses
bareback.

The family moved to Atlanta for about a year
in 1941 and then to Georgetown, Washington
DC where Wooten delivered newspapers and
attended McKinley High School. After grad-
uating, Wooten moved back to Atlanta to
study en%lneerlng at Georgia Tech. It was
here that he met and married Patricia Bright,
a native of England who grew up in the
London area and witnessed the Blitz.

After Mr Wooten's graduation with a degree
in Mechanical Engineering, the Wootens
eventually moved to the DC suburbs of
Maryland where he worked mostly as a
designer of industrial machinery. During the
'60s, he worked for Aerojet-General in Fred-
erick when Aerojet was a division of General
Tire. During most of the '70s and early
'80s, he worked for Tracor Applied Sciences
in Rockville. But his best job, by his own
account, was at Fusion Systems Corporation,
a Rockville company where Wooten designed
machines used in the production of semi-
conductor chips. He retired from Fusion in
the 1990s. Mr. Wooten was credited with
several patents during his tenure with Aero-
jetand Fusion.

Patricia Wooten passed away in 2009 and Mr
Wooten continued to live at their house in
Rockville until 2019, when he moved to an
Assisted Living Facility in Spring Hill, Florida.

Mr Wooten leaves two sons, David and
Stephen, four grandchildren, Justin, William,
Britton and Laura, and three great-grandchil-
dren, Dinah, Claire and Everett. Also, a niece,
Patricia Aycock-Mertz, living in Rockville. No
services are planned at this time.

TURNER
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EDITH SMITH TURNER
Dearest Mama, Mother, Dee Dee: Our hearts
and lives have an emptiness because we miss
you so much. But we know you are Home with
Our Lord, the God Who keeps his eye on every
sparrow, and Who took you gently Home. We
Love You very much.

In Loving Memory,

Your Family,

Kathryn, Sandra , Kenyatta, and Bob, the rest of
your family and your many friends

DEATH NOTICE

ANN ELIZABETH DIXON (Age 64)

Of Bowie, MD, passed peacefully at home on
September 26, 2020, after a 25-year battle
with breast cancer. She was a courageous
warrior, with her incredible optimism, joy for
everything to do with life. Our 1% miracle. Ann
was born in York, PA, August 20, 1956 and
lived in Dallastown, PA, until accepting her first
professional job in Washington, DC in 1979.
She received her BS from Western Maryland
College and her MS in Library Science from
Catholic University. She held various manage-
ment positions, up to Executive Vice President
of NCI, Inc of which she was a founding
employee. In 2015, she retired after working
35 years as a federal government contractor
in the information management area for NASA.
During her retirement, Ann was an active
member of the Friends of the Bowie Library,
serving as their President, Secretary and Trea-
surer.
She earned her Private Pilot Certificate in 1983,
(one of only 23,000 women in the United
States) she enjoyed flying with her husband
Ron. Ann was an avid reader, (she always had
3 or 4 going at a time) especially nonfiction,
including biographies/autobiographies, as well
as books about places she was going to travel
to. She travelled the world with her husband,
Ron, and enjoyed their many adventures. She
found beauty In nature and loved to sit in the
sun and read on her porch. She became quite
a good amateur photographer. Often times
posting pictures of plants and flowers from her
walks in the many parks for her family to enjoy.
Ann was a devoted wife, stepmother, daughter,
sister, cousin, friend and the best Auntie Ann
to her many nieces, nephews and great nieces,
always on the floor playing and talking to them.
We will all miss her many handmade Ann
reeting cards and the unfailing love she had
or all of us.
She is survived by her husband, Ronald Dixon
of Bowie, MD, daughters, Cheryl Mauri (Robert)
and Patti Wright (Lester), from the Seattle, WA
Area. Parents, Duane and Shirley Weigel of
York, PA, sisters, Cathy Vicchiotti (Michael),
Susan Weigel, and brother, Eric Weigel (Lorie),
brother-in-law, Bill Dixon (Shirley) and sister-in-
law, Shelley Malone (Randy).
No services scheduled. ~ In lieu of flowers
please consider honoring Ann’s life by making
a donation to your local library.

SALEM

RAUF I. SALEM (Age 83)

Passed away at home on Saturday, October 10,
2020. He was surrounded by his beloved wife
of 52 years, Carolyn L. (Woodson) Salem; and
sons, Jeffery R. (Christie) Salem, and Greggory
R. (Roxanne) Salem. He was loved by his five
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
He was also survived by three brothers, Anton
(Louisa) Salem, Jad Salem, and George Salem;
and one sister, Khowla Issa. He was preceded
in death by his parents, George (Issa) Salem and
Helanah; and his sister, Virginia Salem. Ray was
the former owner of George's General Store in
Centerville, and enjoyed working at Costco for
27 years. He loved his family, friends, and his
beloved dog, DeeDee. The family will receive
friends from 5 to 8 p.m. on Monday, October
19, 2020 at Demaine Funeral Home, Fairfax,
VA. A funeral service will be held at 12:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, October 20, 2020 in the funeral
home chapel. Interment will follow in Fairfax
City Cemetery. Online condolences may be
sentat
www.demainefairfaxfuneralhome.com

JEAN MARIE CALHOUN SMITH
Passed peacefully in her sleep on October
10, 2020. Jean was born in Washington, DC,
on October 18, 1929 and spent some of her
childhood in Georgia. Jean graduated from
Miner Teachers College with a teaching degree.
She married Ira Smith in 1951 and from that
union they were blessed with four beautiful
children. Jean was a long-standing member of
Calvary Episcopal Church of Washington, DC.
She was active in many guilds and served as a
lay minister until her health no longer allowed
her to continue. Jean taught in the Washington,
DC, public school system for over 30 years
with the majority of her career at Kimball
Elementary. She also held office for multiple
terms as an executive board member of the DC
Teachers Union. Jean retired from teaching in
the mid 1980’s. She traveled as a DC delegate
for the Democratic presidential conventions.
Jean spent her leisure years enjoying her family
and friends. Jean was preceded in death by
her husband Ira and daughter Deborah. She is
survived by her children Ira, Diane and Dwayne,

randchildren and great grandchildren. The
amily will celebrate her wonderful life privately
at a time to be determined.

TUCKER

EVELYN DELORES TUCKER
Entered into eternal rest on Satur-
day, October 7, 2020. She was the
2 oldest of seven siblings. Evelyn is
# survived by her loving husband,
Thomas Tucker, who shared 52
years of marriage; loving children,
Donnell Frazier, Donna Frazier
"Tina" and Tracey Richardson. Also survived
by four grandchildren, Tiara, Jordan, Sean and
Erin; three great-grandchildren, Tre', Tiana and
Amir; five siblings, Diane Manago, Ronald
(Theresa) Wiley, Arnold (Geneva) Wiley, Vincent
(Carolyn) Dunlap, Larry (Patricia) Dunlap; loving
aunt, Dorothy Baylor. Also survived by a host
of nieces, nephews, godchildren, many other
loving relatives and friends. She was preceded
in death by her youngest sister, Faye Rainey.
Friends may visit with the family on Tuesday,
October 20 from 10 a.m. until time of service
at 11 a.m. at Hodges & Edwards Funeral Home,
3910 Silver Hill Rd., Suitland, MD. Interment
Washington National Cemetery. Notice will
be streamed live on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/lhcOidivXno and on Hodges
& Edwards Facebook page.

WRIGHT
S

JOHN JOSEPH WRIGHT
(Age 68)

Died on October 11,2020 at his home in Mor-
ganton, NC. Born in Silver Spring, MD, he
resided in Chesapeake Beach, MD most of his
adult life, where he raised his family. Durin
his 32-year career with the Department o
Defense, John was consistently recognized for
outstanding performance.
John retired to the mountains of North Carolina
in 2007 to fulfill his dream of creating a
sustainable mountain farm. With wife Rita he
developed extensive gardens, raised hops for
local breweries, volunteered with the Marshall
Native Gardens and the Madison County
Library, and entertained a constant stream of
family and friends, to whom he was affection-
ately known as “The Legend.” John's greatest
joys were watching his children develop into
exceptional adults, holding each new grand-
son, and enIJ']oying the mountain view from his
porch at “Shangri-la” as he sipped an evening
“medicinal.”
John was preceded in death by his parents,
Jack and Kathleen Wright, and brother, Herbie.
He is survived by his wife, Rita Pelczar, daugh-
ter, Alice Wright (Cameron Gokee); sons Jack
Wright (Sophia Reini), and Curtis Wright (Emily);
grandsons, Emmett and Forrest Gokee, and
Griffin Wright; and eight loving siblings. He will
be missed by a large extended family and many
wonderful friends.
No services are planned at this time. In lieu
of flowers, gifts of condolence may be sent

to Burke County Hospice (www.burkehos-
pice.org) or Manna Food Bank in Asheville,
NC (www.mannafoodbank.org). Please go to
john-joseph-wright.forevermissed.com to sign
John’s memorial page.

Ft. Lincoln Cemetery - 3 Prime Lots - Sites 3-
4-5; Bk 6 immediately right by the clock. Sales
Ofc. states each Lot sells for $9,000 sell for
$6,000 or negotiable. Contact: Ray at 443-223-
6568 leave message.
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DEATH NOTICES
MONDAY- FRIDAY  8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.
SATURDAY-SUNDAY  11a.m.-4p.m.

To place a notice, call:
202-334-4122

800-627-1150 ext 4-4122
FAX:
202-334-7188
EMAIL:
deathnotices@washpost.com

Email and faxes MUST include
name, home address & home phone #
of the responsible billing party.
Fax & email deadline - 3 p.m. daily
Phone-In deadline
4 p.m.M-F
3p.m.Sa-Su

CURRENT 2020 RATES:
( PER DAY)

MONDAY-SATURDAY
Black & White
1"- $150 (text only)
2" - $340 (text only)
3"-$490

4" - $535

5"-$678

SUNDAY

Black & White

1"- $179 (text only)
2" - $376(text only)

3"-$543

4" - $572

5"-$738

6"+ for ALL Black & White notices
$150 each additional inch wkday
$179 each additional inch Sunday

MONDAY-SATURDAY
Color

3"-$628
4" -$676
5"-$826

6"+ for ALL color notices
$249 each additional inch wkday
$277 each additional inch Sunday

Notices with photos begin at 3"
(All photos add 2" to your notice.)

ALL NOTICES MUST BE PREPAID

MEMORIAL PLAQUES:
All notices over 2" include
complimentary memorial plaque

Additional plaques start at $26 each
and may be ordered.

All Paid Death Notices
appear on our website through
www.legacy.com

LEGACY.COM
Included in all death notices
Optional for In Memoriams

PLEASE NOTE:

Notices must be placed via phone, fax or
email. Photos must be emailed. You can
no longer place notices, drop off photos
and make payment in person.
Payment must be made via phone with

@he Washington Post

debit/credit card.
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At Howard, homecoming is a deep-seated tradition

HOMECOMING FROM B1

world.”

Homecoming typically attracts
thousands of Howard parents,
students, alumni, friends and
professors to the campus in
Northwest Washington every
year. Students from neighboring
schools and nearby historically
Black colleges and universities
attend, too, eager to get a taste of
one of the most popular celebra-
tions in the country.

This year’s event, like the
school year and everything else,
will be very different. Unable to
meet in person because of the
pandemic, the university orga-
nized a slate of digital events —
including a virtual Yardfest and a
gospel concert this weekend — to
bring the community together
through their screens.

It’s a necessary sacrifice, said
university President Wayne A.lL
Frederick, to protect the commu-
nity from a potential super-
spreader event.

But for some people, what’s
lost this year feels greater. Home-
coming, a massive celebration of
Blackness that extends beyond a
single campus, is also a salve — to
nearly eight months of profound
loss and a summer of protests of
violence against Black people.

And, in a year when one of
Howard’s own, Sen. Kamala D.
Harris, became the first HBCU
alum to be tapped for a major-
party presidential ticket, many
were looking forward to the face-
to-face fellowship.

“Homecoming is about coming
home, as it says, and that means
coming back to a place that’s safe
and has given you so much,”
Frederick said. “This year, we
have to recognize that that place
is within us and we don’t neces-
sarily need a physical space.”

‘One of the greatest events’

The homecoming traditions at
Howard started with a sports

rivalry. Throngs of students gath-
ered almost every fall, starting in
the late 19th century, for the
“Original Negro Gridiron Classic”
between Howard and Lincoln
University, an HBCU in southeast
Pennsylvania.

It was one of the most impor-
tant athletic and social events for
Black college students, declared
the Hilltop, Howard’s campus
newspaper, in 1924. “What the
Harvard-Yale game and the Ar-
my-Navy struggle are to white
Americans, the Howard-Lincoln
classicis to Negroes,” the newspa-
per reported.

From its first official home-
coming that year, students and
alumni were determined to make
the occasion “one of the greatest
events of the school year”
Through the years, they have add-
ed more events: brunches, fash-
ion shows, concerts, and fraterni-
ty and sorority step shows.

Jean C. Tapscott has been at-
tending the alumni brunch for
almost 30 years. The event used
to include a fashion show. Two
years ago, it was replaced by ajazz
show, Tapscott said.

“It’s an opportunity for gradu-
ates, or even the younger ones, to
come back and have fellowship
and also talk about what’s been
going on in their lives,” said Tap-
scott, who graduated in 1963 with
a bachelor’s degree in sociology
then stayed for another two years
to earn her master’s in social
work.

And then there’s Showtime.
Howard’s marching band, with
its legendary brassy renditions of
the latest hits and choreography,
is as big a draw as almost any
event in the week-long lineup.

Senior Kayla Lennon is the
third generation of her family to
attend an HBCU. Growing up in
Cincinnati, she never attended
homecoming at her parents’ alma
maters.

The festivities at Howard,
where Lennon’s grandmother is

0
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Grant Robertson and Kyla Cole, last year’s Mr. and Miss Howard,
wave to spectators during the homecoming parade.

an alumna, exceeded her expecta-
tions. She was so enamored when
she saw the marching band her
freshman year that she tried out
as a sophomore.

Now in her third year with
Showtime, Lennon was looking
forward to playing her clarinet
one last time at Homecoming.
And she will, just not in front of a
live audience.

The band is hosting a virtual
event Saturday with alumni to
raise money for new uniforms.

“People are excited, sad and
longing for the experience of get-
ting to be with each other,” said
Lennon, who studies political sci-
ence and sociology.

Taking the traditions online

Charlie Lewis, president of the
university’s alumni association,
hasreturned to “the Mecca” — the
name the community has given to
Howard — nearly every year since
graduating in 1989.

“Every time I go back, I'm
always looking for baby bison,”
Lewis said, referring to the teen-
age children of alumni or, in his
eyes, future Howard students.

Howard introduced Lewis to

life outside his small hometown
in Georgia, he said. He joined
“everything you can name” when
he landed on campus — the year-
book club, student government,
finance clubs.

Homecoming is a chance to
celebrate those experiences, he
said.

“Even though we’re not on the
Yard this year, we’re going to have
a wonderful virtual experience,”
Lewis said. “It’s not going to be
the same, but we’ll still be able to
come together.”

This year’s homecoming at-
tendees are gathering over the
theme of advocacy, a concept in-
spired by a summer of social
unrest and intended to spark
conversations about racial jus-
tice, said Frederick, the univer-
sity’s president.

Officials organized events, in-
cluding a national conference to
amplify social and racial justice
work, a reception to celebrate
LGBTQ+ activism and a tribute to
actor and alum Chadwick Bose-
man, who died in August. The
streamed events are open to the
public.

The university will also at-

tempt to re-create Yardfest, tradi-
tionally a festival and concert on
the university’s iconic Yard. With
its grassy patches and crisscross-
ing pathways, the Yard is where
the historically Black Greek so-
rorities and fraternities honor
their organizations and sing
songs during homecoming.

“It’s really the cultural epicen-
ter of the university,” said Taylor
Jones, who graduated in May
with a history degree.

“When I look at old pictures of
students at Howard in the 1930s
and 1940s and theyre on the
Yard, it looks almost exactly as it
does now,” Jones said. “It’s surreal
to think I'm walking across the
same Yard Toni Morrison walked
across.”

For associate professor Jenni-
fer Thomas, homecoming has al-
ways been the can’t-miss event of
the school year. And her connec-
tion goes deeper than many. As a
junior in 1987, Thomas reigned
over events as Miss Howard, the
equivalent of homecoming
queen.

But “we say Miss Howard and
Mr. Howard because it represents
the institution and why we’re
here. And I took that very serious-
ly at the time and I still do now,”
said Thomas, who has taught
broadcast journalism at her alma
mater since 2013.

Homecoming, for Thomas, has
always been a chance to recon-
nect on the Yard with her sisters
in Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority,
eat great food and attend the
big-name concerts. The event is
also an opportunity to network,
look to the future and relish being
in a sea of talented cohorts.

“It’s wonderful to come and see
this mosaic of different shades of
brown that are there and who are
all doing amazing things,” she
said.

Thomas is inspired by the ef-
forts students and alumni have
made to connect with one an-
other in virtual happy hours and

panels on topics such as voting
and the disparate impact of covid-
19 on Black Americans.

Howard’s homecoming is not
the only one to go virtual this
year. Graduates at nearby HBCUs,
including Morgan State Univer-
sity in Baltimore and the Univer-
sity of the District of Columbia
are among those that will cel-
ebrate online, as well.

“It took a lot to make the
decision not to have homecom-
ing,” said David Wilson, president
of Morgan State. For current and
former students, their HBCU is
the place “you never have to
wonder, ‘Do I really belong here?’
Everybody just comes and recon-
nects to the place that they credit
for their success. It’s a very special
weekend.”

Rachel Howell, president of
the Howard University Student
Association, says homecoming
has always been “a time to reflect
on all the greatness that has
happened at the university.”

“When it comes to homecom-
ing, I fall in love with my univer-
sity all over again,” said Howell, a
senior studying political science
and philosophy. “Being here has
changed my life.”

Howell and the student associ-
ation will use this homecoming to
register voters. They are also ral-
lying alumni and students over
social media to head to the polls
or mail in their ballots.

Meanwhile, Jibunoh will try to
keep his own traditions intact, all
the way from his home in Lagos,
Nigeria. This weekend, he plans
to pour himself a drink and re-
connect with friends while tun-
ing in to some of the virtual
events.

“I do think it will still evoke
some emotions,” he said, connect-
ing with “individuals who have
chosen to be part of your life until
you die.”

lauren.lumpkin @washpost.com

danielle.douglas @washpost.com

joe.heim@washpost.com
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Plan meals, try new foods and explore cuisines with our database of tested recipes. Browse hundreds of recipes by
column, course, holiday and cuisine. Or search by ingredient or name. From comfort foods to breads, snacks and
more, there’s truly something you're sure to adore. New entries include Low-Tech Pour-Over Coffee, Flour Tortillas,

Walnut and Date-Stuffed Baked Apples and Za’atar Cacio e Pepe, an Italian pasta with a Middle Eastern spice blend.

Plan your next meal at washingtonpost.com/recipes.
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State is asked
to halt art sale
in Baltimore

BY PEGGY MCGLONE

Former trustees, committee members,
donors and docents of the Baltimore
Museum of Art have asked Maryland
officials to halt the institution’s plans to
sell paintings by Andy Warhol, Clyfford
Still and Brice Marden, and to investi-
gate what they describe as irregularities
and conflicts of interest surrounding the
sales.

In an eight-page letter to Maryland
Attorney General Brian E. Frosh and
Secretary of State John C. Wobensmith,
the 23 signatories charge that the mu-
seum’s plan is a breach of the public trust
and should be stopped.

The Baltimore Museum of Art an-
nounced Oct. 2 that it expected to
generate $65 million from the sale of
three paintings — Warhol’s “The Last
Supper;” Still’s “1957-G” and Marden’s “3.”
It plans to use $10 million for new art
acquisitions and about $1 million for
diversity and equity programs, and will
set aside the remaining $54 million in an
endowment for other expenses, includ-
ing raises for staff.

In announcing the plan, Director
Christopher Bedford said that the mu-
seum is financially sound and that the
sale of three works by White men is
intended to address systemic racism and
injustice that “should have been ad-
dressed with determination centuries
ago.”

In a statement, the BMA said it is
confident that there are no legal issues
related to the proposed deaccessioning
plan.

In 2018, the museum sold seven paint-
ings, including works by Warhol, Robert
Rauschenberg and Kenneth Noland, for
$16.2 million. It used the proceeds to
purchase art by women and artists of
color.

These latest deaccessions take advan-
tage of a rule change that allows greater

SEE ART ON C4

PHOTOGRAPHY BMA/THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART
Clyfford Still’s “1957-G.”

CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK

A portrait of
NGA’s flawed

reasoning

BY SEBASTIAN SMEE

The worst move an art museum can
make is the one that loses the support of
artists. The National Gallery of Art’s re-
cent, last-minute decision to postpone
“Philip Guston Now”was made to evade —
or atleast delay and dilute — the potential
upset and controversy that Guston’s use of
clunky, cartoon-inspired images of Ku
Klux Klan hoods might provoke.

That call by NGA Director Kaywin Feld-
man, made in tandem with the directors
of three other major museums who were
to host the traveling show, has received
support from some. But it has ignited its
own controversy, upsetting hundreds of
leading artists who revere Guston, an
artist whose bravery and self-searching
insight made him one of the two or three
most influential artists of the past half
century. Earlier this month, many of
America’s most celebrated contemporary
artists signed a petition that called for the
show’s reinstatement. “Rarely has there
been a better illustration of ‘white’ culpa-
bility than in these powerful men and
women’s apparent feeling of powerless-
ness to explain to their public the true
power of an artist’s work,” wrote the au-
thors of an open letter attached to the
petition.

Is this a problem for the NGA?

Itis. Art museums exist, perhaps above
all else, to inspire the artists of today and
tomorrow. Moreover, as it works overtime
to diversify its programming, the NGA
will want to work with some of the artists
who signed the petition, among them
internationally acclaimed Black artists
Lorna Simpson, Mickalene Thomas, Julie
Mehretu, Deana Lawson, Adrian Piper,

SEE NOTEBOOK ON C4

“That smart, awesome person that I used to know just didn’t exist anymore.”

Jacob, who says he cut off contact with his mother because she “chose QAnon . . . over me.”

BY TRAVIS M. ANDREWS

There was atime notlongago when

the letter held no special meaning

for Jacob, a 24-year-old in Croatia.

® The 17th letter of the alphabet,

usually followed by “u” in English

words. What else was there to know? He

certainly never expected it to end the tightknit
relationship he shared with his mother.

But Jacob, who grew up in the United
States, told The Washington Post that he has
cut all contact with his mother now that she’s
become an ardent believer of the QAnon

conspiracy theories.

(QAnon is learing
families apart

Thousands of people
who have seen
relationships
destroyed by the
‘movement’ swap
stories and find
support on Reddit

ERIC HANSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Though they long held different political
beliefs, they had “a really, really strong rela-
tionship,” he said. “We were inseparable.” He
had noreason to think anything had changed.
But during the holidays in 2019, “our relation-
ship just completely tanked.”

QAnon canbetraced back to a series of 2017
posts on 4chan, the online message board
known for its mixture of trolls and alt-right
followers. The poster was someone named
“Q,” who claimed to be a government insider
with Q security clearance, the highest level in
the Department of Energy. QAnon’s origin
mattersless than what it’sbecome, an umbrel-

SEE QANON ON C2

Escape the horror show that is 2020 with these Halloween films

BY SONIA Rao

Halloween is somehow one of the least
scary things going on this month, so we
understand if you’d rather not turn on a
horror movie right now.

This writer counts herself among the
Frankenweenies who would rather mark
the holiday this year by watching some-
thing campy or cute, with a dash of
spookiness. Or maybe cute and spooky,
with a dash of camp. Regardless of the
campy-cute-spooky ratio, let’s just agree
that Michael Myers and Co. are most
unwelcome.

Here are a dozen such movies to watch
now. (Note that this list omits rentals and
includes only titles that are available to
stream on popular services for no addi-
tional cost. Please don’t yell about “Beetle-
juice.”)

SCOTT YAMANO/NETFLIX/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tim Meadows and Maya Rudolph star in Netflix’s “Hubie Halloween,” one of a
dozen movies streaming online that scare up some laughs.

“The Addams Family” (1991)
Streaming on Amazon, “The Addams
Family” is such a classic that it isn’t really
necessary to describe why it’s a perfect
watch for Halloween, is it? There’s no
such thing as too much Anjelica Huston.
But if for whatever reason you do feel a
need to mix it up, an animated “Addams
Family” film is streaming on Hulu.

“Clue” (1985)

Streaming on Amazon, “Clue” might be
the pick for those who have filled their
quarantine hours dusting off board
games with friends and family. Like “The
Addams Family,” it stars Christopher
Lloyd — the king of Halloween! — along-
side others such as Tim Curry, Eileen
Brennan and Madeline Kahn.

SEE HALLOWEEN ON C3
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L.osing
loved

ones to
()Anon

QANON FROM C1

laterm for aloose set of conspiracy
theories ranging from the false
claim that vaccines cause illness
and are a method of controlling
the masses to the bogus assertion
that many pop stars and Demo-
cratic leaders are pedophiles.

The choose-your-own-adven-
ture nature of QAnon makes it
compelling to vulnerable people
desperate for a sense of security
and difficult for Twitter and Face-
book to control, despite their ef-
forts. It’s becoming increasingly
mainstreamed as several QAnon-
friendly candidates won congres-
sional primaries. And the FBI has
warned that it could “very likely
motivate some domestic extrem-
ists to commit criminal, some-
times violent activity.”

As QAnon has crept into the
news, it’s become a testament to
our age of political disinforma-
tion, not to mention easy online
comedic currency. But what’s of-
ten forgotten in stories and jokes
are the people behind the scenes
who are baffled at a loved one’s
embrace of the “movement,” and
who struggle to keep it from tear-
ing their families apart.

According to Jacob’s recollec-
tion, his mother spent her days
browsing these various theories
on YouTube and Twitter. “I told
her, ‘I came here to visit you,” he
recalled. But she refused to stay
offline.

“I finally got her to turn [her
phone] off once, and it was unreal.
Shetreated it like a chore,” he said.
“It’s like she’s addicted. It feels like
she’s been swallowed up by a cult.”

“Finally, I realized that my rela-
tionship with her had brought me
nothing but stress and unhappi-
ness for, at that point, really years,”
he said. “That smart, awesome
person that I used to know just
didn’t exist anymore. So I decided
to cut my losses and cauterize the
wound.”

Jacobhasn’t spoken tohersince
February, but she continues post-
ing conspiracy theories multiple
times a day to Facebook. She de-
clined a request for comment, and
to protect her privacy, The Post is
using only Jacob’s first name.

“It’s devastating,” he said. “It
really, really does feel like my
mother abandoned me. She im-
plicitly chose QAnon. . . over me.”

Jacob is one of many who have
turned to makeshift online sup-
port groups, the most prominent
of which is the subreddit r/qanon-
casualties. “Do you have a loved
one who’s been taken in by the
QAnon conspiracy theory? Look
here for emotional support and a
place to vent,” reads the group’s
description.

It had fewer than 3,500 mem-
bers at the beginning of June, the
earliest iteration captured by the
online archival website the Way
Back Machine. It now has more
than 29,000. “I have been com-
pletely isolated from other friends
and family members because of
this cult,” one user posted recently.
“You guys have definitely been a
lifeline, reminding me that sanity
does still existin thisworld. Thank
you guys, very much.”

The loneliness of losing loved
onesto QAnon is something Kerry,
of OKklahoma City, knows well.
“QAnon” meant nothing to him,
he recalled, when he found a
stockpile of water and food in his
house, which his then-wife told
him was “because she believed

Trump was going to be declaring
martial law any day in order to
effectuate a mass arrest of Demo-
crats,” something known to
QAnon believers as “the storm.”
(His ex-wife declined to comment,
and to protect her privacy, The
Post is only using Kerry’s first
name.)

Kerry dug deeper, trying to un-
derstand his wife’s beliefs. They
would debate. Eventually they
started avoiding it “to keep peace
in the house,” but she eventually
grew more assertive and “what
was once a taboo topic became
something we were arguing about
all the time.”

Still, he empathized.

“She was getting frustrated that
nobody in her immediate family
was buying in and supporting
her,” Kerry said. “She felt like she
was alonein this crusade.. . . AndI
know this was extremely frustrat-
ing and hurtful for her.”

He and their then-18-year-old
son held an intervention. It failed.
“We were together a very long
time. We managed to get past alot
of things I've seen end other mar-
riages,” he said. “But this was the
thing we couldn’t get past.”

Their 20-year marriage ended.

His is one of a flood of stories.
There’s the South Carolina doctor
whose mother blocked him on
Facebook and no longer trusts his
medical knowledge. The Florida
woman who thought her mother
— a physician in Canada who re-
fuses to wear masks when not
seeing a patient and tried to per-
suade her daughter not to vacci-
nate her grandchild — was senile
when she began hawking QAnon
theories. The woman whose un-
employed aunt is quarantining
alone and suddenly began diving
into QAnon because it “gives her
life meaning.”

“Ilove my mother, but she sucks
the life out of me with her con-
spiracy theories,” said one Florida
woman via email. (Many intervie-
wees spoke on the condition of
anonymity, which they requested
for a variety of reasons, including
fear of violence from QAnon fol-
lowers, pending legal action and
the worry that speaking would
hinder their attempts to repair
relationships.)

This is not strictly a U.S. phe-
nomenon. Users from Australia,
Canada, England, Ireland, New
Zealand and the Netherlands all
shared similar stories.

One recurring theme is how
often people who fall into QAnon
aren’t digital natives. A 30-year-
old Sacramento resident said his
stepmother of 20 years “has al-
ways been not really an Internet
person,” until the 2016 election.
She soon stumbled upon radical
aspects of online politics on out-
lets such as 4chan, “going from a
zeroto a10.” Soon enough, she was
seeking “Q drops” (supposedly
when Q reveals new “informa-
tion”), telling others how “there
are children in bunkers under
Central Park who are being traf-
ficked” and telling her stepson he
was “brainwashed because you
went to college.”

When this person spoke to The
Postlast month, his mother hadn’t
left the house in 16 weeks because
she refused to wear a mask after
watching the viral “Plandemic”
conspiracy video, which made the
false claim that billionaires aided
in the spread of the coronavirus to
further the usage of vaccines and
made the baseless and dangerous
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TOP: A man wears a
QAnon sweatshirt to a
Staten Island rally to
support President
Trump while he was
sick with covid-19.
ABOVE: A car with
stickers representing
the conspiracy-theory
group is parked
outside a similar rally
in Monroe, N.C.
“WWGIWGA” stands
for the QAnon slogan
“Where We Go One
‘We Go All.”
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assertion that wearing masks is
harmful.

“This same person who told me
nottobelieve strangers online, her
entire worldview is informed by
strangers online,” he said.

Joan Donovan, the research di-
rector at Harvard’s Shorenstein
Center on Media, Politics and Pub-
lic Policy, said often people’s point
of entry into a conspiracy narra-
tive is the fear of something specif-
ic, such as illness or violent crime.
Maybe they seek out answers on
the Internet, only to find conspira-
torial ones.

“If you have someone in your
family in this mode of inquisitive-
ness, who is trying to figure some-
thing out, then rather than com-
ing at them judgmentally or ac-
cusingly, there is a window of op-
portunity to reorient their
thinking to understand why they
perceive something in a certain
way,” Donovan said.

That window might eventually
close, though, as they find commu-
nity among other online conspira-
cy theorists, many of whom create
massive amounts of text, memes,
videos — you name it — to sift
through. “It’s not necessary that
you convince your friends or fam-

STEPHANIE KEITH/GETTY IMAGES

ily to join, because you have a
whole separate set of friends. ...
It’s the kind of community where
you could belostin it for hours and
hours a day and still not see every-
thing,” Donovan said.

When someone goes too far
down the rabbit hole, it’s unlikely
that anyone will convince them
otherwise. “My main advice is not
to get into a debate about, say, how
many politicians are secret Sa-
tanists,” Donovan said. Instead,
she suggests trying to help some-
one “see how much of their life
they’re missing out on and how
much it’s impacting your relation-
ship. ... And if they can’t have a
conversation about someone else,
a conversation that’s mutually
beneficial and interesting, then
there’s a different kind of problem
going on.”

“The one-on-one approach of
trying to understand where some-
one is coming from and where
theirfearsare. . .works,” Donovan
said. If someone is “willing to take
on the burden of trying to get one
of their family members to change
their mind, I hope they approach
them with passion and concern.”

The situation can become in-
creasingly difficult when a child is
involved. A Florida firefighter said
his ex-wife fell hard for every
QAnon theory in the book, from a
complicated plot connecting
UFOs and the Iluminati to the
(false) idea that prominent celeb-
rities, entrepreneurs and politi-
cians are lizard people disguised
inhuman skin. Her obsession with
conspiracy theories helped lead to
their divorce.

“Her intentions are to do good,
but it’s just not real,” he said. “It’s
like living in a fantasy world. It’s a
need to believe in something.”

Her beliefs wouldn’t matter to
him much at this point if they
weren’t co-parenting a son. He
found out that his ex-wife told the
son to avoid banks because the
Federal Reserve would put micro-
chipsin him.

His father said that he and his
ex “do apretty good job of trying to
raise him,” but added, “I couldn’t
imagine trying to raise a child to
be a functional adult while living
so far outside reality.”

travis.andrews@washpost.com

‘Gel over il already’ isn't a stage of grief

Adapted from an
online discussion.

Dear Carolyn:
How do you
respond when a
very dear and
close friend says
she thinks you
should be “over”
your grief at the loss of your
brother, who died 11 months ago
and for whom you are still deeply
grieving (and crying daily)?

— Grieving

Carolyn
Hax

Grieving: Ugh, I’'m sorry. That
was a really thoughtless thing for
her to say. Grief is not linear, and
you don’t get “over” a loved one’s
permanent absence from your
life. You only adjust to it, react
less (or differently) to it, learn to
live around it, at your own pace.
I hope for your friend’s sake
that it is merely her ignorance
talking, which would suggest (a)
she thinks she’s being helpful
and (b) she’s had the good
fortune of not having suffered as

severe a loss.

If that’s the case, then you can
explain to her — kindly, calmly,
when you feel ready — that
correcting someone in mourning
is not helpful. To the best of your
ability, explain why.

It could also be that your
friend sees your struggle,
suspects you're “stuck” and
thinks you might benefit from
grief support or therapy — and
just didn’t have the language
handy to say that. That would
make it a thoughtful concern
unhelpfully phrased. Even
though grief does have its own
timetable and there’s no “should”
to it, it does happen sometimes
that people aren’t able to
progress in their healing without
a little help.

From readers:

¢ Eleven months?! That’s nothing
in terms of the grief timetable, in
my opinion. Has Grieving
considered explaining to her
friend there is no closure or
“getting over” a death? Some

people really do not know this.
That even though things do get
better over time, you carry that
sadness with you always, just
compartmentalized so life can go
on. And sometimes all it takes is
something small to transport
you back to that grief
temporarily.

If someone doesn’t have
experience with death, then they
often don’t know. I learned this
after losing a sibling a decade
ago. And my condolences.

¢ hit an aha moment a day
after the anniversary of my
brother’s death. I used to believe
my grief would be like a switch
and one day it would flip and I
would be okay again, and my
therapist made a point that
maybe my friends view grief like
this, too. Maybe they see me
struggling and believe we’ll
stumble on something that will
flip the grief switch off.
Obviously, grief doesn’t work like
that. She and I came up with a
strategy to say, “I really miss my
brother today, and I need you to

be okay with me not being okay
today.” It has helped me give
them the message that I need to
be sad and I don’t want someone
trying to make it better. Sorry for
your loss.

e My sister died six years ago
— I still get teary whenever I
think about her. I do hope that

one day I’ll be able to just talk
about her without getting teary
(as I am now, just typing this),
but I don’t feel like I need to
move any more or less quickly.

Me again. Thank you to all of
you who have carried this awful
burden, for stepping forward to

NICK GALIFIANAKIS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

help Grieving carry theirs.

Write to Carolyn Hax at
tellme@washpost.com. Get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/haxpost.

@ Join the discussion live at noon
Fridays at live.washingtonpost.com
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“Halloweentown” (1998)
Streaming on Disney Plus,
“Halloweentown” is the preemi-
nent Disney Channel Original
Movie dealing with all things
spooKy. Sure, the channel also put
out “Twitches” and “Phantom of

N
ey 7 SRR

ANDREW COOPER/WALT DISNEY COMPANY,/MPTV IMAGES
From left, Kathy Najimy, Bette Midler and Sarah Jessica Parker in 1993’s “Hocus Pocus.”

12 movies without toil and trouble

Streaming on Disney Plus,
“James and the Giant Peach” is a
Roald Dahl adaptation produced
by Tim Burton, meaning that it’s
more off-kilter than one might
expect of an animated Disney
film. All the better, no? This is,
after all, a movie that begins by
establishing that the protagonist’s

equivalent. Were attaching the
Burton disclaimer to this one, as
well, as it is not “cute” in the tradi-
tional sense and actually bears
some similarities to “Batman Re-
turns,” Burton’s bizarre film
(streaming on HBO Max) that also
takes place during the holidays.

38 F!re5|de science class sentiment 42 Boardwalk have them the Megaplex,” but for millennials  parents were eaten by a rhino. “The Eocky Horror Picture
sight 3 Clingy, say 30 Criticized publicly activity 49 Temperature of a certain age, Marnie Piper (as o Show” (1975)
39 Like some 4 Memo intro 31 Charley, in 44 Online control syst. played by Kimberly J. Brown) will ~ ‘ Kiki’s Delivery Service Streaming on Hulu, “Rocky
10 tSrill(:kS y 5 Menlo Park, N.J., Steinbeck’s show offering 51 They're often always be the chosen one. (19232 el S Horror” is the kind of fun,l é)utra-
owe u ; i i “Kiki’s Delivery Service” is one eous experience we would nor-
scorn nota_ble Travels"WIth Hollywood info rlyals “Hocus Pocus” (1993) of many Studio &ibli films avail- ilally regommend you see at a
hiyt 6 Pythia of Charley 45 Update after 53 Ginger __ . . « 2 .
42 “Erie Canal” the Temple 32 National Mus- a new survey, 55 Ring decision Streaming on Disney Plus, 'Ho- aple on HBO Max, the Warneng- mldn.lght. showmgbujc, alas,wedo
mule P 4D mavb ! b _gﬂ ! cus Pocus” was panned by critics dia service that launched this not live in normal times. Home
43 App update ?f Apollo, tard Day mo. aybe riefly as an “unholy mess” and “aboutas  year. It focuses on a teenage witch ~ will have to do!
messages, say Qr one much fun as (_:elebrating Mardi  who moves to a beautiful coastal “Scooby-Doo” (2002
46 Award ! 7 Vintage i Gras under the influence of candy  town to hone her powers and cooby-Doo” (2002)
war 8 MS enclosures FRIDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION corn.” Andyetitremainsabeloved features her very adorable talking Streaming on HBO Max, the
show VIPs 9 Volkswagen film to this day, perhaps thanksto  cat, Jiji. live-action “Scooby-Doo” sum-
49 Egg dropper sedan A[M[F|M R[R S|T[E|P|S the very idea of Bette Midler, Sar- Y mons the gang to a place called
50 Plane, for one 10 MGM motto TIYIRIE olA WIRIE[A[K ah Jessica Parker and Kathy Na- - Little Shop of Horrors Spooky Island, where they have to
51 “What can word AlGIEIE MIP Al Tolc jimy playing a coven. (1986) investigate ablﬁnclilofpﬁranonnal
| help you . Streaming on HBO Max, “Little = mysteries. Ruh-roh. This is just
withg"yspeaker I ﬁgiﬁé?om L|O[S|T AIPIEIR]S - “Hubie Halloween” (2020) Shop of Horrors” is about anerdy  one of many Scooby gang movies
52 Clear out OS|C|A N|IE|R|D|C|H|I|C Streaming on Netflix, “Hubie = flower shop worker whose Venus available on the platform, includ-
54 It often 12 Baseball or wiATATT N ulolmlo Halloween” is not the extremely flytrap not only speaks but sub- ingthe pandemicrelease “Scoob!”
includes soccer Telely bad movie Adam Sandler prom-  sistsonhumanblood. ItstarsRick .
| 13 Startof a ised to make after the Oscars Moranis, most recently in the What“:(’e Do in the
a colon Shakespeare T|E T|S snubbed him for “Uncut Gems”  newsfor being randomly attacked ~ Shadows” (2014)
56 Amtrak title CclLIE[A Instead, it is a surprisingly warm in New York. (Thankfully, he’s Streaming on Hulu Live TV and
speedsters 15 Its lines have movie featuring Sandler asaman  fine.) What is life if not a big shop =~ Kanopy, “What We Do in the Shad-
57 Retreat from, lines PIEIAIS N|D VIO|LIE named Hubert Dubois — Benoit  of horrors? ows” is a mockumentary written
as a previous 20 Hazards L|I|C|E[N|S|E[E O|T]A[S Blanc is shaking! — who is simply “The Ni Bef and directed by Jemaine Clement
statement 23 Sting - Ml 1IxIElD I loIN]s too nice for the mean townspeo- h ?nghf’mare erore and Taika Waititi, who play vam-
58 Gives up 21 Inaredient JIAIDIEIN blu DlolclE ple. It also stars Ray Liotta in one ~ Christmas” (1993) pires struggling with modern-day
59 Clomps ,"gLe Ileg' of his best roles since “Bee Movie” Streaming on Disney Plus, “The  life. The cult film was adapted into
(through), :j" th?:l rI‘ lan E[Z[I|N]E E[C O|L|E[N and those Chantix commercials. Nightmare Before Christmas” fol- ~ an FX serie,s last year, so the silli-
as a puddle Ish da DIO|IN|T]|S DI|E FIE|ITI|E «James and the Giant Peach” lows Jack Skellington, the king of ness doesn’t have to stop at the

25 Discourages

(1996)

Halloween Town who travels
through a portal to the Christmas

90-minute mark.
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flexibility for the use of proceeds from
sales. In April, the Association of Art
Museum Directors temporarily changed
its guidelines primarily to help museums
that are being hard hit by the pandemic.
As aresult, the BMA can use the interest
generated by the sale for a broad range of
expenses, including paying staff and
funding diversity initiatives.

Critics say the museum could fund
these programs without selling these
critical pieces. Laurence J. Eisenstein, a
former trustee who signed the letter, said
it is unclear how much money will be
used for equity and inclusion work —
efforts he supports — and he said there is
nothing that binds the museum to con-
tinue to use the money that way in the
future.

“To the extent it’s being presented as
an equal justice initiative, that is a
smokescreen — the museum is, at best,
dedicating money to acquisitions and
salaries that is well below the value of
even one of the works being sold,”
Eisenstein said.

The attorney general’s office would
not confirm an investigation, saying it
doesn’t comment on actions it may or
may not take in response to complaints.
Messages left with the secretary of state’s
office, which oversees nonprofits, were
not returned.

The letter, which notes that state

BN D, TR -

Lelter questions decision Lo sell art

officials have oversight and “the power
to review and challenge a museum
board’s decisions,” criticizes the choice of
three important works for deaccession-
ing.

“Each one feels like it’s the last one you
would want to get rid of. The Warhol is
particularly painful. It’s just a master-
piece,” Eisenstein said. “The plan risks
undermining the credibility of the mu-
seum.”

The Still was a gift from the artist and
is the only painting by him in the
museum’s collection. The abstract ex-
pressionist, who lived in New Windsor,
Md., from 1961 until 1980, made the gift
in 1969.

“It was really rare for Still to give
works away,” said Bailey Placzek, associ-
ate curator at the Clyfford Still Museum
in Denver, adding that the BMA gift is the
only time Still gave a single painting to
an institution.

Still gave groups of paintings to three
other museums — the Albright-Knox in
Buffalo, the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art and the Hirshhorn Museum
in Washington — and his paintings are in
the collections of only a handful of other
museums, including the Museum of

© THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART/BRICE MARDEN

The Baltimore Museum of Art wants to
sell Andy Warhol’s “The Last Supper”
(1986) and Bruce Marden’s “3,” but a
group including former trustees and
donors calls the plan a breach of public
trust and wants officials to intervene.

Modern Art in New York and the Nation-
al Gallery of Art in Washington, Placzek
said.

The Still work, she said, “is a really
beautiful, important painting.”

The deaccessioning of the Marden
painting is problematic because the art-
ist is alive, and museums generally keep
works of living artists. “Selling a work of
art during an artist’s lifetime ... might
negatively impact the market,” the letter
writers note, “a consequence that is
inherently antithetical to the BMA’s role
of supporting art and artists.”

The BMA’s statement said the works
were selected “through a rigorous collec-
tion review process led by the museum’s
senior curators, who proposed the art-
works for deaccession, in accordance
with AAMD’s criteria.”

The letter writers suggest that the use
of deaccessioning funds for staff salaries
raises conflict-of-interest issues. Bedford
placed curators in “an untenable posi-
tion” because their approval of the plan
may directly benefit them, a violation of
AAMD guidelines, the letter argues.

The BMA says this claim is unfounded.
“The lowest paid hourly wage earners
within the institution — none of whom

PHOTOGRAPHY BMA/© THE ANDY WARHOL FOUNDATION F‘OR THE VISUAL ARTS, INC./ARTISTS RIGHTS SOCIETY (ARS), NEW YORK
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were involved in determining the works
for sale — are the only individuals for
whom a specific pay increase has been
defined,” it said in a statement.

The letter also points to problems with
the proposed methods of sale. It criticiz-
es the museum’s decision to sell the
Warhol through a private sale rather
than public auction, the preferred meth-
od according to AAMD guidelines. “This
iconic Warhol painting is likely being
sold, or already has been sold, at a
bargain-basement price,’ they write.

The writers also ask whether the
museum sought competitive proposals
from several auction houses for the Still
and Marden paintings before agreeing to
let Sotheby’s auction them on Oct. 28.

The BMA’s response described these
charges as without merit, but it did not
address the question of whether the
museum sought proposals from other
auction houses or why the private sale of
the Warhol is “the most effective format.”

“The BMA has worked with Sotheby’s
on numerous occasions, as have institu-
tions across the United States, to great
success,” it said.

“Museums become great or are great
by acquiring art, not deaccessioning art,”
said Peter W. Broido, a former member of
the museum’s Contemporary Accessions
Committee who signed the letter. “This is
not what museums are about. It’s non-
sense.”

peggy.mcglone@washpost.com

With Guston decision, the National Gallery manages to turn artists into critics

NOTEBOOK FROM C1

William Pope.L and Henry Taylor.

Postponement of the Guston show by
the NGA, Tate Modern, the Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston and the Museum of Fine
Arts in Houston is the biggest art-world
controversy since 1989, when the Corcoran
Gallery canceled a traveling exhibition of
sexually explicit photographs by Robert
Mapplethorpe, sparking intense and long-
running debates about free speech, ob-
scenity and public funding for the arts.
These debates were at the center of what
became known as the Culture Wars. They
left wounds that never fully healed.

And now the scab has burst open again.

Many of the petition-signing artists
have earned acclaim by creating art that is
controversial. That’s part of why people
think it matters. These artists fear for the
current and future viability of their work
in an environment that gets more censori-
ous each year.

But the artists are motivated by more
than self-interest. They are concerned
about the principle. And they are disgust-
ed by institutional hypocrisy.

Many understand racism and institu-
tional bias better than either I or the four
White directors who postponed the show.
Even those who have benefited from mu-
seum support are dismayed.

I asked Martin Puryear, who represent-
ed the United States at the 2019 Venice
Biennale, and who is African American,
about the Guston decision.

“I don’t understand what will be gained
by pushing the date for this exhibition
years into the future,” he wrote in an
email. “Perhaps there are reasons I don’t
know about, but for a museum to resist
showing such pivotal work for fear of
offending amounts to curatorial derelic-
tion of duty”

Feldman told The Post she can’t put on
“Philip Guston Now” “without having an
African American curator as part of the
project” She knows the NGA needs to
diversify its curatorial staff (she has made
progress in less than two years on the job),
dobetter by its largely Black security force
and generally re-examine long-held as-
sumptions about race.

But postponing the Guston show is not
a step in that direction. It’s a step into
confusion and condescension.

It may be that a Black curator would
have been useful on the curatorial team
from the outset. But why, so many years
into the show’s preparations, should so
much suddenly hinge on this? The show’s
catalogue already has brilliant, support-
ive essays by two of this country’s most
celebrated and politically minded Black
artists: Glenn Ligon and Trenton Doyle
Hancock. How could a Black curator invit-
ed onto the project feel other than token-
ized at this point?

Diversification is not an issue of win-
dow-dressing — of bringing on a Black
curator to tidy up your own mess. It’s an
issue of culture change. The most com-
mon complaint from people of color on
staff at arts organizations, according to
Carmen Morgan, director of the nonprofit
consultancy ArtEquity, is: “‘I was being
tokenized again’ Or Iwastheonlyoneina
meeting, and everyone turned to me to
answer the questions and speak on behalf
of the entire community.”

Such experiences, said Morgan, “can be
extremely alienating, and the emotional
labor that a lot of the staff have to perform
is well outside of their job descriptions.”

To Charles Gaines, the celebrated Los
Angeles-based artist and teacher, the
postponement is related to museums’
wider failures.

“As institutions face social problems,”

SHANNON FINNEY/GETTY IMAGES

Martin Puryear: “To resist showing
such pivotal work for fear of
offending amounts to curatorial
dereliction of duty.”

JC OLIVERA/GETTY IMAGES

Charles Gaines: “As institutions
face social problems, they are ill-
equipped to handle them because
there is no diversity.”

such as those highlighted by the killing of
George Floyd, “they are ill-equipped to
handlethembecause thereis no diversity,”
Gaines told me by phone. “They have to
invent a population of Black people or

minorities and create a narrative about
how they’re going to respond. They can’t
doit firsthand so they have to create it.”

Feldman has suggested that Guston’s
use of Klan-like hoods is the equivalent of
using swastikas. And yet many acclaimed,
non-Jewish artists have used swastikas in
their work, and swastikas, which are also a
Buddhist symbol, are all through mu-
seums’ Asian galleries. People seem capa-
ble of understanding that those images
need to be read in context, and no one
worries about neo-Nazis finding solidarity
with their cause while visiting the galleries.

When Feldman told The Post that “the
Klan is a symbol of racial terrorism,” she
was not saying anything we don’t know.
But Guston’s work is in museums all over
the world. So why has this not been an
issue before? Why have artists and audi-
ences of all racial backgrounds under-
stood Guston’s artistically profound, anti-
racist purposes without trouble, without
protests, without feeling the need to can-
cel him?

The answer offered by Feldman —
things are different now because America
is different, after this summer of protest —
is unconvincing. America is not actually
all that different, except in the fantasies of
some White liberals and admirably ideal-
istic activists. Nor is it likely to be very
different in 2022 or 2024, when the NGA
says it hopes to go ahead with the show. It
will probably still be what it is today and
what it wasin 1969, when Guston could no
longer bear the racial tension and in-
equality and began painting his cartoony
images.

What is changing, of course, is the
(largely academic) discourse around what
imagery is permissible and what isn't —
about where to draw the line between
imagery that might do harm and imagery
that might merely disturb or offend. It is

not for me to decide where those lines
should be drawn. But it is fair to ask what
effect their constant redrawing might
have on artistic expression, including on
searching, self-lacerating, comical and
consciously anti-racist art.

Gaines, who is African American, is
skeptical about the existence of more than
“a minority of people who would com-
plain” about Guston’s paintings. Mu-
seums, he said, are too out of touch to
“know what the general opinion about
thatis.”

Gaines’s critique closely tracks Feld-
man’s explanation for the decision (“It’s
not about the artist, it’s about us,” she told
The Post). But it has a sting in the tail.

Gaines believes that museums like the
NGA currently have a bifurcated mission.
On the one hand, they are charged with
preserving and displaying artworks that
meet the highest standards of artistic
quality. “On the other hand, they are made
up mostly of White people who are liberal
in their intention, have an interest in
advancing social causes and are against
racism.”

These two missions conflict, he said,
only because the institutions are not di-
verse in the first place. If the NGA had
been showing more great Black artists
and had a more diverse and equitable
workforce, it would have no trouble fulfill-
ing its artistic mission by thoughtfully
presenting Guston’s complex, critical vi-
sion. (All great art is complex.)

But because they have failed for so long
on the diversity front, their response to
the current situation (and here is the
sting) is self-interested panic. They won’t
present Guston’s art, said Gaines, “be-
cause they’re protecting their own inter-
ests and using Guston as an excuse to
gaslight that fact.”

sebastian.smee@washpost.com
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Annabelle Comes Home (R)
CC: 8:00-10:00

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 4:15-
6:30-9:00

MARYLAND

AMC Columbia 14

B 10300 Little Patuxent Parkway

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) 1:55-
4:20-7:10

The Croods (PG) 1:25-4:05-
6:55

The War with Grandpa (PG)
2:15-3:15-4:15-5:00-6:15-7:15
The New Mutants (PG-13)

Unhinged (R) CC: 7:30-10:00
Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:

3:45-4:15-6:30-7:00-9:15-9:45
Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC: 3:45

Cinemark Egyptian 24 and XD
7000 Arundel Mills Circle

Ghostbusters (1984) (PG)

My People, My Homeland
1:05-5:00-9:05

Private Watch Party 1:00-
1:45-2:30-3:30-4:30-6:00-
7:00-8:00-8:45-9:30

The Kid Detective (R) 2:45-
5:40-8:55

The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 4:30-6:45-8:00

2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 4:00-
5:00-7:15

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 3:15-5:00-
6:00-7:45

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:

Tenet (PG-13) 3:50-5:10-7:55
Unhinged (R) 1:10-3:55-
6:50-9:35

Honest Thief (PG-13) XD:
1:40-4:35-7:30

3:30-5:30-7:30-8:30

Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC: 5:15

o 3:00-6:10
, . oc_14c. | Beetlejuice (PG)2:20
?.gg arts (PG-13) 1:25-4:15 Tim Burton’s The Nightmare
Annabelle Comes Home (R) fg{)orf A%hrlstmas (PG)
1:35-4:35-7:35 00-7: ",
Tenet (PG-13) 1:45-5:45-7:45 | HOcuS Pocus (PG) 210
Unhinged (R)1:50-7:40 Harry Potter and the Cham-
Honest Thief (P6-13) 1:30- | ber of Secrets (PG) 4:20-8:30
o The War with Grandpa (PG
Yellow Rose (PG-13) 410~ [5.06,5.40 520-635-6 oo
7:05 Coco (2017) (PG) 3:45

Tenet: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13) 6:45

The Kid Detective (R) 1:40-
4:25-7:20

The New Mutants (PG-13)
1:00-3:15-6:15-9:10
Halloween (2018) (R) 1:35-
4:40-7:45

Tenet (PG-13) XD: 3:05-6:55
Honest Thief (PG-13) 3:25-
6:20-9:15; 1:40-4:35-7:30

Hoyt's West Nursery

Cinema 14

1591 West Nursery Road
The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 2:30-4:00-6:40
The New Mutants (PG-13)
CC: 2:10-4:50
2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 2:40-
4:10-6:50
Tenet (PG-13) CC: 2:00-
4:00-7:00
Unhinged (R) CC: 5:00-7:30

AMC Hoffman Center 22
B 206 Swamp Fox

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) CC:
2:00-4:30-6:45-8:00
The Croods (PG) CC: 2:10-
5:10-7:50
The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 2:15-3:20-4:15-5:15-6:10-
7:15-8:15
The New Mutants (PG-13)
CC: 2:40-5:20-8:45
Cut Throat City (R) 6:50
2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 2:00-
3:15-4:45-6:00-7:30-9:00
Annabelle Comes Home (R)
CC: 2:05-4:50-8:50

Star Wars: Episode V - The
Empire Strikes Back 40th
Anniversary (PG) CC:
2:25-8:35

The Broken Hearts Gallery
(PG-13) CC: 3:45

Tenet: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13) CC: 8:00

The Kid Detective (R) CC:
3:30-6:20-9:00

Honest Thief: The IMAX
Experience (PG-13) CC:
2:00-5:00

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
2:30-4:00-5:30-7:00-7:45-8:30

Honest Thief: The IMAX
Experience (PG-13) CC:
5:05-7:55

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
3:55-4:30-5:40-6:45-7:20-8:30

AMC Shirlington 7
B 2772 South Randolph St. &

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) CC:
4:30-5:30-6:45

The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 5:15-6:30-8:15

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 2:55-7:45
Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC: 6:00
Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
3:15-4:15-5:45-7:00-8:00

AMC Potomac Mills 18
P& 2700 Potomac Mills Circle
Tim Burton's The Nightmare

Before Christmas (PG) CC:
4:50-7:10

Infidel (R) CC: 3:30-8:30

AMC Tysons Corner 16
¥ 78508 Tysons Corner Center &

The Croods (PG) CC: 2:10-

4:55-7:50

Honest Thief: The IMAX
Experience (PG-13) 4:00

2 Hearts (PG-13) 1:15-4:15-
715

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:

Yellow Rose (PG-13) 1:55
Honest Thief (PG-13) 3:25-

Honest Thief (PG-13) 3:30-
6:30

AMC Loews 6:20-9:15
St. Charles Town The Shining (1980) 40th
B 11115 Mall Circle Anniversary presented by
The Croods (PG) CC: 4:30- TCM 4:00-7:30
7:15 Infidel (R) 6:45-9:50
The War with Grandpa (PG) | Train to Busan Presents:

CC: 4:00-4:30-6:15-7:15-9:30-
10:00

2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 3:50-
4:45-6:45-10:00

Peninsula 5:50-9:20

Star Wars: Episode V - The
Empire Strikes Back 40th
Anniversary (PG) 1:20

2:50-4:20-7:10

Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC: 2:20
Infidel (R) CC:7:30

The Kid Detective (R) CC:

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 2:45-4:10-
5:25-6:30-9:00

Unhinged (R) CC: 3:50-6:40-
9:00

2:00-4:40-7:20 Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
Tenet (PG-13) 0OC: 3:00 3:00-6:00-9:00
Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC: 5:45
VIRGINIA The Shining (1980) 40th
V1R ey Ee2 XA | Anniversary presented by
2150 Clarendon Bivd. TCM 4:00-7:30
Tim Burton's The Nightmare |A Mermaid in Paris (Une

Before Christmas (PG) CC:

3:00-6:30 Infidel (R) CC:7:40

Siréne a Paris) 3:10-6:10-9:00

The Croods (PG) CC: 4:40-
7:30

The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 3:00-3:40-4:20-5:00-5:40-
6:20-7:00-8:20-9:00

The New Mutants (PG-13)
CC: 3:10-5:10-8:00

2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 3:00-
5:50-8:40

Annabelle Comes Home (R)
CC: 3:45-6:40

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 4:10-
6:25-8:10

Unhinged (R) CC: 7:40
Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
3:20-6:10-9:00

Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC:
6:00-8:50

The Kid Detective (R) CC:
3:30-5:30-8:20

The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 2:00-3:20-4:40-6:15-
7:35-8:55

The New Mutants (PG-13)
CC: 5:45

2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 2:40-
5:35-8:30

Annabelle Comes Home (R)
CC: 2:25-5:20-8:15

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 3:35-7:15
Unhinged (R) CC: 3:10-8:35
Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
2:05-5:00-7:45

Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC:
2:20-5:15-7:55

The Shining (1980) 40th
Anniversary presented by
TCM 4:00-7:30

My People, My Homeland
2:35-6:30

Tenet: The IMAX 2D
Experience (PG-13) CC: 2:00-
5:30-9:00

The Kid Detective (R) CC:
3:00-5:55-8:50

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) CC:
2:45-5:10-7:40

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
3:05-4:05-6:00-6:50-8:45

AMC Worldgate 9

B 13025 Worldgate Drive &
Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) CC:
2:40-5:00-7:10
The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: 2:15-3:00-4:20-5:30-7:20
2 Hearts (PG-13) CC: 2:20-
4:45-7:30
Annabelle Comes Home (R)
CC: 4:30-8:00
Tenet (PG-13) CC: 4:00-7:15
Honest Thief (PG-13) CC:
2:30-4:10-5:20-7:00-7:40-8:15
Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC:
4:55-7:50

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -
One Loudoun

20575 East Hampton Plaza
Casper (PG) 2:10
The Thing (1982) (R) 8:00
The Goonies (PG) 7:30
Hocus Pocus (PG) 5:35
Dismember the Alamo 7:45
The War with Grandpa (PG)
2:15-4:55-8:20
The Wolf of Snow Hollow
(R) 5:05
Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) 2:10

Tenet (PG-13) 2:00-3:50-7:25

Honest Thief (PG-13) 2:25-
5:05-7:35
Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) 4:35-
7:00-9:25

Angelika Film Center Mosaic

B 2911 DistrictAve &

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC: (!)
12:10-1:40-3:00-4:30-5:45-
7:15-8:30

Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC: ()
1:30-4:15

Tenet (PG-13) CC: 12:30-
4:15-7:30

Vertigo (1958) (PG) 0C: 7:00
The War with Grandpa (PG)
CC: (1) 12:05-2:40-5:30-8:10
The Exorcist: Director's Cut
(R) 8:00

The Kid Detective (R) 12:25-
3:10-5:40-8:20

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) 12:15-
2:45-5:15-7:45

Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince (PG) 12:00-3:50

1600 Village Market Boulevard
Unhinged (R) 4:40
Over the Moon 2:00-7:20
Henchmen 4:15
The War with Grandpa (PG)
1:40-2:30-3:10-4:20-5:10-
6:10-6:50-7:50
2 Hearts (PG-13) 1:50-2:50-
4:30-5:30-7:10-8:10
Tenet (PG-13) 4:00-7:30
Infidel (R) 2:15-5:00-7:55
Honest Thief (PG-13) 1:30-
2:40-3:30-4:10-5:20-6:10-
7:00-8:00

Ava (R) 1:35-6:40
The Call (NR) 2:20-4:50-7:40

Cinema Arts Theatre
B 9650 Main S

Cinemark
Fairfax Corner and
P& 11900 Palace Way &

Tim Burton's The Nightmare

Before Christmas (PG) 4:55-
Tenet (PG-13) CC; DVS: 7:‘1;50-2535 ristmas (°6)
4:10-9:40 Hocus Pocus (PG) 4:30
A Call to Spy (PG-13) CC: | Goco (2017) (PG) 2:10
10:20-1:20-4:20-7:30-10:00 | The War with Grandpa (PG)

Honest Thief (PG-13) CC;
DVS: 10:00-12:10-2:25-4:40-

1:20-1:35-4:00-6:25-8:50-9:25
Halloween (2018) (R) 7:10-

7:00-9:15 9:50

Yellow Rose (PG-13) CC; 2 Hearts (PG-13) 1:45-4:20-
DVS: 9:55-12:15-2:35-4:55-  |6:55-9:30

7:40-9:40 Honest Thief (PG-13) 1:00-
Kajillionaire (R) CC; DVS: 3:30-6:00-8:30
10:05-1:00-7:20 The Shining (1980) 40th
On the Rocks (R) CC;DVS: | Anniversary presented by
10:10-1:10-4:30-7:10-9:20 TCM 4:00-7:30

Infidel (R) 3:00-6:30-9:20

Cinemark Centrevill
B 6201 Multiplex Drive &

Star Wars: Episode V - The

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas (PG) 2:00-
4:30-7:00-9:30

Hocus Pocus (PG) 1:15-7:20
The War with Grandpa (PG)
1:35-2:35-4:25-5:25-7:10-

Empire Strikes Back 40th
Anniversary (PG) 1:10
Private Watch Party 1:15-
1:55-2:25-3:25-4:35-5:15-
6:15-7:20-8:00-8:45

Tenet (PG-13) 2:15-5:45-9:15

Honest Thief (PG-13) XD:
8:10-9:50

2:30-5:00-7:30-10:00

The New Mutants (PG-13)
1:50

Halloween (2018) (R) 1:10-
4:05-7:05-10:00

2 Hearts (PG-13) 1:05-4:00-
6:50-9:55

Tenet (PG-13) XD: 1:05-
4:25-7:45

University Mall Theatre
10659 Braddock Road

Hocus Pocus (PG) CC; DVS:

1:00-4:00-7:00-9:10

Tenet (PG-13) 1:20-5:00-8:45
Unhinged (R) 4:50

Honest Thief (PG-13) 1:00-
2:05-3:45-6:45-7:30-9:35
Private Watch Party 1:30-

Coco (2017) (PG) CC; DVS:
1:30-4:30

The New Mutants (PG-13)
CC; DVS: 1:15-4:15-7:15-9:20
The Last Shift (R) CC; DVS:

2:20-5:05-6:15-7:25-8:40-9:50 | 7:30-9:30
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CLASSIC DOONESBURY

THAT WAS THE LADY FROM
THE AGENCY, 5IR . SHE'S
COMING OUT THIS AFTER-

Andrews McMeael Syndication ©1995 G.B. Trudeau

BRIDGE

N-S VULNERABLE

NORTH (D)

a7

YAJ6

4 AK532

%643
WEST EAST
4852 4010963
¥10743 Y K92
40QJ98 410
)38 Q1097

SOUTH

& AK4

¥Q85

764

S AK52
The bidding:
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST
14 Pass  3NT All Pass

Opening lead — ¥ 3

y “Simple Saturday” col-
umns treat basic tech-
nigue and logical thinking.

In a computer-era cartoon,
Ali Baba has tried “open ses-
ame,” “OPEN SESAME” and
“Open SeSame,” but a voice
within the thieves’ den keeps
telling him his password is
incorrect.

Gaining entry to dummy
can be a problem for declar-
er. At today’s 3NT, East wins
the first heart with the king
and returns a heart, and
South wins and counts eight
top tricks. He has chances
for one more. His fourth
club will be a winner if clubs
break 3-3, but that is not
likely.

South should try for a
third diamond trick. He can
handle a 4-1 break in that
suit but must be careful to
preserve a dummy entry.

At Trick Three, dummy
leads a low diamond. East
wins and leads another
heart, and South wins and
ducks a diamond. Then West
can cash the 13th heart, but
South wins the next trick and
leads his last diamond to
take the A-K and the fifth dia-
mond. If he fails to preserve
a link with dummy, he falls
short of his goal.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold:

AJ7YAJG

¢AK5324643

You open one diamond,
and your partner responds
one spade. The opponents
pass. What do you say?

ANSWER: Don’t repeat
the diamonds. To rebid a
five-card suit is permissible
but not desirable, especially
here. Bid 1NT to show a bal-
anced, minimum opening
bid. If partner had responded
one heart, your best second
bid would be a raise to two
hearts even though you
would prefer to have four-
card support.

— Frank Stewart
©2020, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

GARRY TRUDEAU

SORRY, HONEY, NO
CAN DO. IM GOING

Hey,
MR. SQUIRREL,
COME POWM.
I HANEA
PRESENT FOR
You'!

Warw doonesbury.corm

I

picklescom c.com

il

10/17/2Q © 2002 Brian Crane, dist. by ‘Washing:on Post Writers Group

\&AEAGO!

PICKLES BRIAN CRANE
( \ SHOLLO'VE TRIED
¢ [l |gHAVING WTH AERD-
¢ oL WHIPPED CREAM

BRIAN BASSET

You
MUST LIKE
) STICHS,
l FORYOU /! |YOU LIVE IN
- ATReE.

TONY COCHRAN

B 2020 7~ dacwaint pisr 8Y CREATIRS, Ly

TOM THAVES

D0 YOU KNoW HOW ARE YOO STHL We Wikt {F You DO COLLAPSE,
T0 CHANGE AFLAT, Youna ENOVGH S/ { ¢inp ouT 500N TRYTO LEAN TPWARD
Tike, GRANDMA 2 / THE DITCH. T DON'T

WON'T WE?
’ THINK T COULD Roge
YoU OFF THE ROAD,

W) 10-/7

N
R

Ny

KEEPING PEOPLE

-3
(0O

E-mail:ThavesOne @acl. com
©2020 Thaves/Dist. by Andrews MoMeel Synd.

WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER
We shouldn’t have made that Instagram for Mopsy.
No;-ﬁ";/EGAMS,E?gg. ME FFIENDLY It seemelie a nice idea, but now he has his own agent ...
HAPPIER THAN FIRE

€ 1973 Peanuts Workiwide LLC, Dist. by Ancrews McMeel

0A7

i SNoopY.com

RHYMES WITH ORANGE

by WPAG 1017

[© 2020 Wiks Lester Dist,

WARM AND o ‘ ;
COOKING (R 1 g 1
$'MORES FOR YA
7).
THEM! A e g
= VHAVES i
CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ ~ MIKE DU JOUR MIKE LESTER
) GooD EVENING, MY APOLDGICS, SHOW
YOU CAN'T SLEEP. MR- BOMB. _ 1¢ MR- BALM. _T'g MR. BON-BON
R '\U" ON A COLD NOsE : &OND BOND' Tb H lg TABLQ e

(= N (= : REalencen

MARK TRAIL

JULES RIVERA

MarkTatulli.com

© 2020\

EXCUSE ME,
POURE ARAT,,,
CauL FoU PIRECT

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

CHRIS BROWNE

7 <) [+ - — ,
4 MARK TRAIL, HOW THE HECK ARE YA? MARK, WHAT 1T SEEMS IT°S BEEN A HARD
THE H (T’ BEEN A WHILE SINCE WE LAST-~ HAPPENED TO YEAR FOR EVERYONE.
N § A Your FACE? | WANTED
5 g 7 4
MA”_ § i : A O GET A
! N 1.DIONT.. g HOLP OF You
§ §E SHAVE IT? TO SEE IF
Y H 52 ! e Youawfa's up
HE= By > Fol EW
L ui M i WRITING
o Hi &5 ASSIGNMENT,
Someone K| 3 7’6 A BiG
would Send e ONE!
e a recycling —r H .
k‘-o\l.ﬂ'
LIO MIKE PETERS

——
BALDO HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

BLONDIE

THAT WAS EXTREME. |
EVEN FOR YOU,
MEAN MAX 7

i 7‘?&*&8&!!}

©2020 by King I'eatures Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

THERE WAS 5T

LL
BEER N YOUR M

CINDY WILSON
Gl

' 12. GKEAT GRAND-
CHILDREN.

(

www.Facebook.com./BaldoComics e www.GoComics.com/Baldo

SHE 15 SLRVIVED BY 1& CHILDKREN,
08 GRANDCHILDKEN, 194 GREAT-
GRANDCHILDREN AND 29 GREAT-

THE MEMORTAL SERVICE IS
SCHEDULED FOR TLESDAY AT
MILPAS HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL STADILM.

SALLY FORTH

00 You
REMEMBER
BORROWIN

OF COURSE, BUT

1 HAVEN'T WORN IT

T BECAUSE IT'S
KIND O

(s

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

LISTEN, SAL. I KNOW I TEND

Canada. ©2020 Hasbro. All rights reserved. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

/|3

L]

10117

4 2

4

Double
Word Score

N O

3rd Letter
Triple

L]

N O ([© O

9

PAR SCORE 170-180
BEST SCORE 227

/

6

3

612

© 2020 Andrews McMeel Syndication

FOUR RACK TOTAL
TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the letters in each row. Add points
of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-point
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All the words are in the
Official SCRABBLE® Players Dictionary, 5th Edition. SOLUTION TOMORROW

BUT THAT'S NOT FAIR
TO YOU. AND THAT’S NOT

SO WHY HAVEN'T \ ( WELL. TOOTSIE STARTED ME ON g
2| YOU RETURNED IT? A PRETTY GOOD DIET TO LIVE IN MY HEAD A LOT. MAYRE S o
< P o = THAT'S WHY I'M OKAY WITH A E UP AND DRAG ME OUT. BUT
U@ S AN E! LIMITED SOCIAL LIFE... ;—) "5 SAFER WE Wit MEET NOW THAT WOULD HAVE 0
f}) : ¢ [ - MORE PEOPLE. H INVOLVE A BREAK-IN AND
H . ' 1 EXTROVERTED STRANGER.
ey \ N
s N\
H Js) _ H i )
: _ A
: \ v @ ' / \\ ) \
& : <\ 10-17 = A AEEFE. N
— : SHERMAN'’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY
SCRABBLE [seru e sp00ip V] g 4 4 eas-viee e wost Fing e\ |((hou povau ko |
. . — ) ! VILLAIN... OR HERO? ! : ~
o Board, o e dlsingies ot o dos ghasre wagerork of Haghro n e UNed Statss and PIABLO R0JO.” /. BEHIND THAT MASK? | £} -

-/ on, #E'0 BETTER \
| BE WEARING 4

MASK!
RACK 1
RACK 2 §
CURTIS RAY BILLINGSLEY
RACK 3
BARRY S€€5 YOU AS  [of T HEARD HiIM SAY *CUSE ME, I'VE GOT
A ROLE MODEL ! TO A NEIGHBOR, AN APOLOGY TO MAKE
*1 REALLY WANT TO
BE JUST LIKE MY BIG
RACK 4

DIFFICULTY RATING: W % W % W %

)

10-17-20
ACROSS
CLUE

. Heavyset mammal

O

|

O

. Frivolous escapade
. Mass of metal

~No o=

Christie
DOWN

@)
O
® ©

CLUE
chair

. Type of shorebird
. Vertical

N

O

. Against

©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
& Hoyt Designs. All Rights Reserved

Formor i on d clubs, email NASPA- NorthAmerican SCRABBLE
PlayersA info@: yers.org. Visitourwebsife- yers.org.
For puzzie inquiries contact scrgrams@gmail.com
10-17
oE ]
ANSWER (MECROSSWEORDS
How to play " by David L. Hoyt
URWALS Complete the crossword puzzle b ©
looking at the clues and unecramblliling the 3
P R A E C anewers. When the puzzle is complete, unscramble s JE)_
OTNIG the circled letters to solve the BONUS. § ’§}'1
AHTAAG CLUE: Type of measuring instrument f§§
Y Y Y Y Y Y e=08
T 00000000
. S p
RIWKCE NUS CLUE: Reproductions =S E
. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Sias
MmN 10000000 Cr.
form three differen [ e
PUHGTR/| BONUS answers. CLUE: Tracheal opening u “&j—%g
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y mk,)§-§
RANCOT 00000000

Do you have any comments? | would love to hear from you. You can e-mail me at: DLHoyt @HoytInteractiveMedia.com

BROTHER CURTIS"

e~

HOW'S THE REALITY TV SHOW
ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL
SFPACE STATION?

A MESSY LOVE TRIANGLE
DISTRACTED EVERYONE
WHILE THE STATION CRASHED
INTO THE OCEAN.

10/17 ©2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC, All rights reserved

F50 I TWAS | NOT REALLY, THE
AFAILURE? | RATINGS WERE
THROUGH THE ROOF!
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MUTTS

PATRICK McDONNELL

JERRY SCOTT & JIM BORGMAN

STAY-AT-HOME
TIPS
with
Shnelly
the House Cat

A A

wwew kingfeatures comtQ - [7] TS ©2020 PTRR K MSDOUEN - DUTRIPYTED &Y Kl FEATRES SO,

DILBERT SCOTT ADAMS
THERE'S A PROBLEM THE COMPANY MADE  |£
WITH YOUR EXECUTIVE |2| $0 MUCH MONEY DURING | £ I
COMPENSATON. | THE PANDEMIC, PURELY |z| EARNED
gl BYLUCK THAT YOUR ¢ IT. YOU MADE
BONUS WOULD BE TEN |3 ) ZOOM CALLS
5 MILLION DOLLARS. |5 WEARING
& [ £ ONLY SOCKS.
aE o | 00

M EYELASHES
JUST FELL OUT.

.}
©2020 78 pautrovep. Dist.by King

JUDGE PARKER

EVERY COUIPLE GOES THROUGH A ROUGH

UK —=HUH. ANYWAY, LET ME TELL YOU
THE REAL REASON I'M CALLING. .-

INJURE YOU.

1017

I, FOR ONE, AM AGAINST 3%
THE ARRIVAL OF ABTOMN!

© 2020 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

By
JIMDAVES 10-17

DUSTIN

HYPERVROOMS.

THEY'VE EACH GOT WEIRD
GEOMETRIC PATTERNS
OUTLINING WHAT MAY

HAVE BEEN GARDENS. BUT

NO ONE REALLY KNOWS

WHAT THEY WERE

USED FOR.

FRAZZ JEF MALLETT CANDORVILLE
ONE SURPRISE CHALLENGE USUALLY WHILE THEY AND THAT'S NOT PERFECTLY 600D! CADIE, | JUST HEARD
OF RUNNING 15 REPLACING | | STILL LOOK. BRAND WHY YOU'RE - STEALTHYAND | [T ”ﬂc,@’éﬁ"fr’féf BL{% DOF
YOUR SHOES BEFORE NEW. HOSING OUT THE MANIPULATIVE!
THEY BREAK t/{/ NN DUMPSTER IN 7 jgg"jff%;gﬁﬁg
DOWN AND g PERFECTLY GOOD

OF CAMBODIA.

THE STUDIO NEEDS YOU BACK IN L_A., NEDDY.
NOT TO WORK ON YOUR CHARACTER. TO WORK

MRRCILILianD
* WAL
o/ 17

30363 SHIRE GROM "GN SIYJONAG Y3 HAN 0207 @

DARRIN BELL

-WHAT WERE THEY USED
FORZ Y'KNOW, SINCE YOU
WERE THERE TO SEE
THEM IN THEIR PRIME.

I GUESS WHAT
I'M A6KING

THEY WERE USED FOR
RITUAL SACRIFICES OF
DULLARDS. FOR EDUCATIONAL
PURPOSES, | SHALL NOW
PERFORM ONE.

JIMDAVIS BARNEY AND CLYDE WEINGARTENS & CLARK
1 SEE THAT I'VE We're Yere with [\ o 1 || According To SEC Gings, | | Ts it True that you | [Tsnt it a contlict That
" }@g&gﬁj I Baraard &m\gz % 01‘}% ong_mi\\ion{g increased shar 9\10 er g;u <;wn a ma,)or ﬁ'\/
=0 | | SO 3| ol bous st yar | e by dobig prics G it stod
i o ovaraceatichls $$or meeting profif targgts O;’ CS{‘ Kal “;92
: ad oy Satherfe & 15| {5 on Prerecord | | { (g Sor sharchores?
3
%

Distributed by Androws Mchise! Syndication

STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

HOW ABOUT

-] WOULD LIKE
YOUr HON? A PO

ik 7%
SSIBLE... AN IMPOSSIBLE
BURGER.

com ___ www.facebook.com/dustincomic

PRICKLY CITY

ONE/
DUDE.

GOOP \ < OF A *%\Oo
DORK
BURGER.

1 Parkr, Dist, by King FaatLres Syndicate, Inc

SCOTT STANTIS

ONLY 17 DAYS
UNTIL THE
ELECTION...

MCMEEL FOR UFS

20205C0TT $TANTIS DISTR Bv ding

PRICKLYCITY@GMAIL.COM

NON SEQUITUR

ehets = F
BIENCE

BLLiEF

ofiNloN = O

4UPPORTING = L.

ENTRENGAED = £ 12

PIET. BY ANDREWS INHEEL SINDICKTION

\V‘,LEy@zoza WUEY WK, TR 20-17

BIG NATE

WILEY
et FELINTT
[
¥
F_rpz | £
O %'Eg ) §
2
EINSTEINS 3
NCCIDENTAL g
(RENTION oF \2
Socih NEDIMN %

WILEN INK@EARTHLINK NET

LINCOLN PEIRCE

BLUT NOBODY |5

LOOK,KID, T GET IT:
AT THIS AGE!

YOURE NOT HAPPY

WITH YOUR PHOTO. EVERYONE (S
— AWKWARD IN MIDDLE

Y SCHOOL... EXCEPT

ME, THAT 1S,

Visit bignate.com

FOR WHATEVER SAVING) SO TRUE.
REASON, I ESCAPED ‘EM LET L5

THE CRUSHING FOR NOT_ SPEAK
HUMILIATIONS OF LATER, OF MY

EARLY ADOLESCENCE!

BEETLE BAILEY

MORT, BRIAN & GREG WALKER

600D TO 5EE
YOU,MEN !

GOOD SERMON
TODAY, CHAPLAIN

T DID ITWAS 10 LE
”3’5‘3 LIKE | MINUTES TlmésTo
ABOUT IT [ _SHORTER FEEL

2 THAN LAST GUILTY

©2020 by King Features Syndicate, inc. World rights reserved.

DAVE COVERLY DENNIS THE MENACE

:§

STAN LEE & ALEX SAVIUK

YOU MEAN-WHEN YW [TCOLZEN'7, X HE SHOWED ANDNOW YOU'RE IN OLIRS?
THE WAND TRIED TO BECAUSEMY | COURAGE, P
SE(ZE CONTROL OF J1 MAGIC ALREAPY | PLACING HIMSELF THAT'S WHAT
SPIPER-MAN'S A ENTIRELY IN YOU THINK!?
M/ b MY POWER. _

_
S
oD

Y

=\
((f( \\\
/

©2020 Marvel Gharact

DAVE BLAZEK

Qsaié .. are those naise-cancelfing E‘xeiAPhO@

N0ipehG § mine SN 15 urRpe
Jnuetiengm) adined) « e ann] otela

2
%

babyblves, con

|
%

ON THE FASTRACK

BABY BLUES RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT
OVAN. WHAT'S Y MY HAWOWEEN ) | T 3AB A PIECE OF CANDY, THEN  §| THERES A NAIL IN TUE
TUAT? SAVER, HOLD 1T OUT THE WINDOW FOR | CANDY, DARRVL,
™~ THE TR\GCOR-TREATERS. TUL SANITIZE
] ~) T BETWEEN ¥IDS,

\‘/(/f /
'.

2010, BABY BILES BROS e OIST, B Kwia FEATVAET SYROILATE 1017

BILL HOLBROOK

v ~ ”
MS. TRELLIS LIKES HER SHE HAS ME [”
2 RELL HIKES HER a5 wewdy [/
SR N
EHES PROTECTED.. S

0/

€2020 King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

HE FE PAYING| CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS.
Fo% ‘?ﬁé\ﬁ OAvg{N DAARTER

OFFICE SVPPLIES.
WHAT'S NOT To
LIKE? !

comicskingdom.com/on-the-fastrack

v REST 0F | VTHE COST OF A VACANT

E-mail: bholbrook1 @gmail.com

STEPHAN PASTIS

COMIC STRIP EDITOR, REED

GRAFFITO. ITS ONE ITEM AND
GRAFFIT! (S THE PLURAL.

THERES A REASON WE KEEP EDITORS
IN DARK, LITTLE ROOMS.

N—

JACKSON. CHECK QUT THIS
PIECE OF GRAFFITI, REED.

CARSS

H. KETCHAM

PREVIOUS SUDOKU SOLUTION
8131215|9/11714\6
69/112/1417/8/35
745683921
2|8|3|7|119|5/6|4
5|719|3|6|412|1|8
116/4|82/5|3|19/7
3/1]719/5/6]|4/|8|2
926(478|153
458|1|3/1216|7|9

PREVIOUS SCRABBLEGRAMS SOLUTION
RACK1= _ 8
RACK2= _68
Rack3= 119
RACK4= _66
PAR SCORE 155165 TOTAL 261

BE REALLY SORE TOMORROW
\F YOU DON'T STRETCH FIRST.

17
Q'MZOMU(

b1 RUATasEREIBNR, M

Feedback: 1301 K St.

2020, NaRTRAMER D ?n\d;\/ m

FAMILY CIRCUS

BIL KEANE

REPLY ALL LITE

HOROSCOPE
BIRTHDAY | OCTOBER 17
you must maintain

balance to have the

successful life you deserve.
This year, working with others
is your path to success, and
you'll feel very proud of the
end product. If single, you
often gamble on love, and
this year you take a chance
and commit. If attached, you
and your partner are both
power players, often working

together. Your bond is tight.
Cancer stabilizes you.

ARIES

(MARCH 21-APRIL 19).
Today can bring an important
new partnership. Keep
perspective if love and
emotional issues grow
complex. There’s a sense
of fate in the air. Adapt to
circumstances. Valuable
insights come from close
associates.

TAURUS

(APRIL 20-MAY 20).

Today brings a sensitive
and sentimental mood to
love. Show appreciation

for the creations and
accomplishments of a loved
one. Make a special effort
to communicate clearly and
listen carefully.

GEMINI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20).

Be alert to routine safety
concerns. Create a
comfortable environment.
Some time and energy are
dedicated to the health needs
of a loved one. When this
occurs, remember to take rest
and regroup.

CANCER

(JUNE 21-JULY 22).
Recreational activities that
inspire thinking and learning
will bring you happiness today.
Perhaps you might join a

book club to find a new friend.
Encourage a potential love
interest to talk. Listen.

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG. 22).

Today generates a feeling
of freedom and well-being.
Examine ways to make
housing as comfy and
hospitable as possible.
Dreams and hunches about
domestic matters should be
heeded.

VIRGO

(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).

Keep a sense of humor as

a neighbor is difficult or
eccentric. Remember, the
world would be dull if we were
all the same. Transportation
arrangements will have to be
revamped. You will be on your
way again soon.

LIBRA

(SEPT. 23-0CT. 22).

Check provisions and supplies.
Restock shelves and larders.
Use that bit of extra cash
you've been hoarding to make
a purchase that will give you
pleasure. Offer thanks for all
that you have.

SCORPIO

(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).

To achieve happiness,
Scorpios must first resolve
extremes of emotion. Today
brings a vision of your year to
come, and a time of growth
and opportunity commences.
Select goals.

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).

Suddenly, discretion is more
important than usual. You'll
cherish your privacy. Quiet,
good deeds generate positive
karma. You'll be aware of the
secret needs and worries of
others. There are opportunities
now to be helpful.

CAPRICORN

(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).

People from the past call

or visit. You'll feel haunted
by an old wish or goal that
proved elusive. Be very
realistic if you're tempted to
give it another try. Practical
guidelines provide the best
route to success just now.

AQUARIUS

(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).

You'll be considered an
authority and role model today.
This is satisfying but also
promises added responsibility.
Your success will be affected
by the amount of effort you
expend. You will be honored
and appreciated.

PISCES

(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).

Note current events. Gather
books and other reference
materials online. There

is much to learn. Foreign
language skills come easily
today. Creative word usage
will impart a special power to
magical workings. You'll be
amazed.

Daring, resilient
and drama-loving,

— Madalyn Aslan
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PRO FOOTBALL

The Patriots, Falcons and Colts dealt with positive
coronavirus tests, with New England closing its facility. p2

BOXING

Three titles — and pound-for-pound bragging rights —
are at stake tonight in the Lomachenko-Lopez bout. b2

ON BASEBALL

Michael A. Taylor is a free agent, and his legacy as a
National includes more than a few clutch hits. pe

Ex-Washington cheerleader Chastity Evans: “I didn’t see it when I was younger.
.. . I don’t think they viewed us as people. They viewed us as replaceable objects.”

Vulgar videos rattle ex-cheerleaders

BY BETH REINHARD,
L1z CLARKE, ALICE CRITES
AND WiILL HOBSON

The contracts for the Washington
Football Team’s cheerleaders held them
to a strict moral code. “Inappropriate”
conduct or online content, including
nude or seminude appearances in “taste-
less” films, videos or photographs, could
trigger immediate dismissal.

“Each cheerleader must at all times
conduct herself with due regard to public
conventions and morals,” read two con-
tracts obtained by The Washington Post,
covering 2008 and 2010.

Such provisions are not unusual in the

Former members of squad
say Washington operated
under a double standard

the policy seriously, it didn’t bother them
— until recently.

In August, The Post reported that the
team had produced lewd videos that
include partial nudity out of outtakes
from the cheerleaders’ 2008 and 2010
swimsuit calendar shoots. Now in their
30s and 40s, with careers and children,
the dozens of ex-cheerleaders who ap-

seasons with the NFL franchise.

“I'would have hoped the team, because
they held us to these high standards,
would treat us with respect and uphold
the same standards. Instead they violat-
ed our trust with what sounds like a soft
porn video,” said Chastity Evans, who
appears in the unofficial 2008 video and,
like other cheerleaders, was afraid of
getting fired just for being photographed
with a drink in hand or being in the same
restaurant as a player.

A love of dance drew them to the
cheerleading squad, and the bonds
forged with teammates they still consid-
er sisters kept them coming back. But the
meager pay, demands that they socialize

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST

NFL, according to lawyers familiar with
such contracts, and ex-Washington
cheerleaders said that, while they took

pear in the videos are terrified the
footage will appear online and are cop-
ing with a painful reckoning about their

For Bulldogs,
il could be

now or never

No. 3 Georgia has lost five
in a row to No. 2 Alabama,
which may be without Saban

BY CHUCK CULPEPPER

Having struck a sitting president of the
United States, the novel coronavirus just
went for someone even more important:
a sitting Alabama football coach. So now
that it has proved cunning enough to
reach even a steeply organized man who
never takes an unwise step, here comes a
bale of questions that life never prepared
citizens to mull.

Is it acceptable to wonder how this
stunning development might affect Sat-
urday night and the game of the year thus
far, No. 3 Georgia’s visit to No. 2 Ala-
bama? Is it wrong to say something this
jarring will lend the game a layer of lore
set to last all the way into next century,
whenever SEC football fans discuss Octo-
ber 2020, whenever they discuss whether
this ended up an Alabama burden or an
Alabama cause? Is it okay to attempt to
gauge how a sideline presence so intense-
ly involved in 14 seasons of Alabama
games might function from his home?

Is it tolerable to find any of this funny?

Nick Saban did find something funny
Wednesday evening when he took 10 min-
utes of questions from reporters via video.
Feeling no symptoms and looking great at
68, his face a wave of health, he told of
going straight home after his midday test
result, thus missing practice.

SEE SABAN ON D4

Shorthanded

secondary puls
Hokies in a jam
BY GENE WANG

The No. 23 Virginia Tech football team
is set to play a fourth consecutive game
with a significantly depleted roster, par-
ticularly in the secondary, as unforeseen
circumstances combined with the novel
coronavirus pandemic have left Hokies
Coach Justin Fuente and his staff scram-
bling to fill positions.

Over the first three games, Virginia
Tech was without 23, 21 and 15 players,
respectively. The Hokies also have had a
handful of assistants unavailable, most
notably first-year defensive coordinator
Justin Hamilton, who missed the first two
games.

Hamilton made his in-person debut
last weekend and is expected to be with
the Hokies (2-1, 2-1 ACC) when they play
Boston College (3-1, 2-1 ACC) on Saturday
night at Lane Stadium in yet another
game in which only family of players and
coaches are permitted to attend.

“We’re drawing up stuff on the sideline
trying to get 11 people out there,” Fuente
said, adding he even has contemplated
inserting offensive players in the

SEE VIRGINIA TECH ON D5

COLLEGE FOOTBALL SATURDAY

GAMES TO WATCH

Nationally Locally

1 Clemson Navy

at Georgia Tech at East Carolina
Noon, ABC Noon, ESPN2
Louisville Virginia

at 4 Notre Dame at Wake Forest
2:30, NBC 4, ACC Network

3 Georgia Boston College

at2 Alabama at 23 Va. Tech
8, CBS 8, ACC Network

BY JESSE DOUGHERTY

SAN DIEGO — All October — all season,
really — Tampa Bay Rays Manager Kevin
Cash has had the magic touch. But when he
needed it most Friday, when Game 6 of the
American League Championship Series
was very much in doubt, Cash’s latest chess
move was like throwing a match in a
puddle of gasoline.

That’s not to say it was Cash’s fault. It
would be tough to predict Diego Castillo,
his most trusted reliever, would allow two
inherited runners to score, then two more,
in the fifth inning of a 7-4 loss to the
Houston Astros. No one prepares for Mar-
tin Maldonado sacrifice bunting, George
Springer beating the shift with a single,
José Altuve cracking a double, then Carlos

ASTROS 7, RAYS 4

Houston cracks Castillo
and forces a Game 7

League championship series
Today’s games

National League
Game 6*: Dodgers vs. Braves,
4:30 p.m. (FS1)

Last night’s Game 5 ended late
American League
Game 7: Rays vs. Astros,
8:30 p.m. (TBS)

Series tied, 3-3
* If necessary

JAE C. HONG/ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Rays’ Yandy Diaz shouts at Astros starter Framber Valdez after Valdez walked him and asked to appeal a checked swing.

Tension taken to limit

Correa singling, too, leaving Castillo to
stew behind the mound. But that’s just how
it went for the Rays at Petco Park.

They were outhit and outpitched, and
their usual lifeline — a dominant bullpen
— couldn’t carry them to the World Series.
They will have one more chance to get
there in Game 7 on Saturday. And if they
don’t, the Astros will be the second team to
overcome a 3-0 deficit in a best-of-seven
series. It would be a complete collapse.

“If the roles were switched, it would be a
different narrative,” Rays catcher Mike
Zunino said. “So we have to keep that in
mind that we’re still right in this thing.”

In the guts of Game 5, as it wound
toward a walk-off finish, Astros Manager
Dusty Baker had one wish: Please, he

SEE ALCS ON D6

with male suite holders and sponsors,
and other indignities — what they then
SEE CHEERLEADERS ON D3
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Patriots close facility as multiple teams deal with positive coronavirus tests

BY MARK MASKE

The New England Patriots
closed their facility and canceled
practice Friday after a new posi-
tive test result for the novel
coronavirus.

The renewed issues for the
Patriots came as the games this
weekend involving the Indian-
apolis Colts and Atlanta Falcons
remained on course to be played
as scheduled after both of those
franchises dealt with issues re-
lated to the NFL’s daily coronavi-
rus testing of players, coaches
and certain team staff members.

The Patriots worked remotely
Friday after the result of the new
positive test was returned, two
people familiar with the situa-
tion confirmed. Those people
said they were aware of only one
positive test result Friday amid
multiple reports that a second
positive result was being retest-
ed for confirmation.

The Patriots are set to play the
Denver Broncos in Foxborough,
Mass., on Sunday in a resched-
uled game. There was no im-
mediate change to the status of
that game. It was pushed back
from last Sunday because of
positive tests on the Patriots.

Quarterback Cam Newton and
cornerback Stephon Gilmore
participated in the Patriots’ prac-
tice Thursday after being activat-
ed from the team’s covid-19 re-
serve list. Newton missed a game
after a positive test, confirmed by
a person familiar with the result.
Gilmore confirmed via social me-
dia his positive coronavirus test
result two days after that Oct. 5
game at the Kansas City Chiefs.

The NFL postponed a number
of games over the past two
weekends because of an out-
break on the Tennessee Titans
and positive test results for other
teams, including the Patriots.

League officials are mulling
adding an 18th week to the
17-week regular season. They
said this week they would do that
only if games cannot be resched-
uled within the current frame-
work of the regular season. That

'Putnam c.!:il
co GEICO

STEVEN SENNE/ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Patriots are scheduled to host the Broncos on Sunday in a game that already was postponed once because of coronavirus concerns.

could apply to the already re-
scheduled Patriots-Broncos
game if it cannot be played by
early next week.

The Colts announced that four
positive test results from Friday
morning came back confirmed as
negative after retesting. The
team said it would reopen its
training facility Friday afternoon
after closing it in the morning.
The Colts are scheduled to play
the Cincinnati Bengals on Sun-
day in Indianapolis.

The Falcons reopened their
facility after they had no new
positive tests in results returned
Friday, according to a person

familiar with the results. That
keeps the Falcons on track to
play their scheduled game Sun-
day against the Minnesota
Vikings in Minneapolis. They
had closed their facility Thurs-
day after a positive test result.

The Colts and Falcons became
the latest NFL teams to deal with
facility shutdowns related to
coronavirus testing results.

The status of the Colts-Bengals
game was unclear for several
hours Friday morning while the
four positive tests were being
retested, leading to the conclu-
sion that the initial results were
false positives.

“All is well,” Colts owner Jim
Irsay wrote on Twitter late Friday
morning.

The Colts said in a written
statement: “After consultation
with the NFL and Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Allen Sills, the team
will open the practice facility this
afternoon under the league’s in-
tensive protocol and will contin-
ue preparation for Sunday’s
game against Cincinnati.”

The Falcons said in a written
statement Friday that they had
“resumed in-person work” at
their facility “under the NFL’s
supplemental intensive proto-
cols.” The Falcons worked re-

motely Thursday after a mem-
ber of their coaching staff tested
positive, according to a person
familiar with the result. The
NFL gave the team the option to
reopen its facility Thursday af-
ternoon, but the Falcons decid-
ed to work remotely all day, a
person close to the situation
said.

“Not all cases are the same
when we do have a single posi-
tive. ... Every one of these cases
is different,” Sills said in a confer-
ence call with reporters Thurs-
day afternoon. “We have to judge
the merits of what’s going on
based on the totality of the

information we have. ... What
we’re really trying to determine
is: What do we think is the risk of
ongoing transmission?”

The Falcons placed rookie de-
fensive tackle Marlon Davidson
on their covid-19 reserve list
Tuesday after he reportedly test-
ed positive. The team practiced
Wednesday.

The Carolina Panthers, who
played the Falcons on Sunday,
announced Wednesday they
were operating under enhanced
coronavirus protocols. The NFL
developed those protocols for
those teams with positive cases
and those exposed to the virus.
Sills said Thursday that about
10 teams had been subjected to
the enhanced protocols. He also
said the league has seen no
evidence of on-field transmis-
sion of the virus.

The Cleveland Browns, who
faced the Colts on Sunday, had
their facility open Friday after
receiving no positive test results.
Browns wide receiver Odell
Beckham Jr. had been sent home
Thursday with an illness, but he
reportedly tested negative in Fri-
day’s results.

Sills said Thursday that, with
cold and flu season at hand, he
expects more players and coach-
es leaguewide to be withheld
from practices and games for
displaying symptoms even if
they test negative for the corona-
virus.

The league and teams will
proceed cautiously in such in-
stances, Sills said, to make cer-
tain through further testing and
evaluation that it’s not a corona-
virus case. For that reason, Beck-
ham was to remain out of the
Browns’ facility Friday.

The Titans beat the Buffalo
Bills on Tuesday night in a re-
scheduled game, their first game
since Sept. 27 and the NFL’s first
Tuesday game in 10 years. The
Titans have had 24 members of
the organization, including
13 players, test positive for the
coronavirus since Sept. 24. Their
facility was closed for 11 days.

mark.maske@washpost.com

For Lopez., added structure builds mental focus entering title unification bout

BY GENE WANG

When Teofimo Lopez stepped
into the ring at MGM National
Harbor last summer, the aura
surrounding the Brooklyn-born
lightweight was of a youthful and
charismatic power puncher per-
haps on the verge of global star-
dom.

His performance that evening
fell well short by any measure,
with Lopez winning via unani-
mous decision but failing to
showcase the knockout artistry
that had elevated his standing
enough to be considered a con-
tender for a major belt.

Lopez subsequently revealed
he had been trying to manage
tumult in his personal life
throughout training camp, leav-
ing him distracted and unable to
reach the peak physical condition
that had contributed to knock-
outs in each of his previous five
bouts, none of which went be-
yond seven rounds.

“I was dealing with so much
stuff during that time,” Lopez said
in a telephone interview last
week, declining to go into details.
“From that point on, we just
learned and we just figured out

more things. We ended up be-
coming more structured as a
team. ... Our biggest key in
everything I needed was struc-
ture.”

Fifteen months later, Lopez
(15-0, 12 knockouts) is back on his
original trajectory as he ap-
proaches the most significant
match of his career. He faces
Vasiliy Lomachenko in a
135-pound unification main
event Saturday night in the fan-
free boxing bubble at the MGM
Grand in Las Vegas.

At stake will be Lopez’s Inter-
national Boxing Federation title
as well as Lomachenko’s World
Boxing Association and World
Boxing Organization champion-
ship belts. Lomachenko also is
the World Boxing Council “fran-
chise” champion, a special desig-
nation that does not come with a
belt.

Championship straps notwith-
standing, a victory undoubtedly
would boost Lopez’s profile con-
siderably, given Lomachenko
(14-1, 10 KOs) is ranked as the
No. 1 pound-for-pound fighter in
the world by ESPN and No. 2 by
Ring magazine behind Canelo
Alvarez.

FRANK FRANKLIN Il/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Teofimo Lopez retooled his training regimen. On Saturday, he faces
Vasiliy Lomachenko, one of the top pound-for-pound fighters.

Following a pre-fight blueprint
since he turned professional four
years ago, Lopez, 23, has un-
leashed a verbal assault on Lo-
machenko, 32, boldly predicting a
knockout of the Ukrainian south-
paw while calling the
ESPN-televised bout personal.

Lopez has become somewhat
of a viral sensation for his post-
fight celebrations, which have
included performing a dance
from the wildly popular video
game “Fortnite” and donning the
jersey of a Heisman Trophy-win-
ning quarterback, executing a

backflip and striking the Heis-
man pose.

In Lopez’s most recent fight,
when he scored a second-round
knockout of Richard Commey to
win the IBF title Dec. 14 at Madi-
son Square Garden, he draped
himself in a Joe Burrow jersey
only hours after the LSU quarter-
back won the Heisman at the
Downtown Athletic Club in Man-
hattan.

A straight right crumpled
Commey to the canvas in the
second round, and referee David
Fields stopped the proceedings at
1:13 after Lopez repeatedly land-
ed blows moments later against a
defenseless opponent who had
staggered into the ropes.

“There’s no such thing as over-
ly confident,” Lopez said. “Hon-
estly, you are what you say you
are. If you believe you’re the best,
you’ve got to show it out there
and do it every time, and that’s
what I'm willing to do and going
to do each and every time.”

The thorough dismantling of
Commey served as Lopez’s first
bout after that inglorious night in
Oxon Hill, where he unexpectedly
went the distance against unher-
alded challenger Masayoshi Na-

katani, a prohibitive underdog
fighting in the United States for
the first time.

Among the changes for Lopez
in the aftermath was the addition
of a nutritionist. His diet these
days includes more leafy greens
and cruciferous vegetables. He
also pays more attention to hy-
dration, allowing him to maxi-
mize his training regimen.

He moved his training camp to
Flemington, N.J,, and added
trainer Joey Gamache to his team
to go with his outspoken head
trainer and father, Teofimo Lopez
Sr., known affectionately as “Ju-
nior.” Gamache worked with Lo-
machenko for several fights early
in his career.

“It’s a lesson learned,” the
younger Lopez said of moving on
from the Nakatani bout. “It
helped for the better. It was some-
thing that I needed. Mentally
when I came into my next fight,
which was Richard Commey, the
world champion, all I thought
about was myself.

“The only person that’s really
going to take care of me is going
to be me. I'm in that ring. Put all
the BS to the side.”

gene.wang@washpost.com

DIGEST

COLLEGES

Florida-Missouri is
postponed next week

The SEC postponed next
week’s game between Missouri
and No. 10 Florida on Friday, the
third league contest moved this
week because of novel
coronavirus outbreaks.

The Gators had at least
21 players and coaches test
positive and dozens more
quarantined because of contact
tracing. That left them with
fewer than the conference-
mandated 53 scholarship players
available Saturday against LSU.

Because of the SEC’s safety
protocols, Florida probably
would not have gotten everyone
back in time to practice and
prepare for Missouri. So the
Gators will get consecutive
weeks off before they host
Missouri on Oct. 31. That had
initially been an off week for
Florida.

Missouri had been scheduled
to host Kentucky that day, but
they will now play Oct. 24.
Kentucky was scheduled to play
at Georgia that day, but that
game moves to Halloween.

Florida and LSU are
tentatively scheduled to play
Dec. 12. Missouri and Vanderbilt

are slated for the same day after
their game this week got
postponed because of an
outbreak within Vanderbilt’s
program.. ..

Kansas football coach Les
Miles was cleared to return to the
Jayhawks after his positive test
for the coronavirus but out of
caution is skipping the team’s trip
to West Virginia on Saturday.. . .

Brandon Crossley ended the
first overtime possession with an
interception and Chris Naggar
made a 34-yard field goal to give
No. 17 SMU (5-0, 3-0 American
Athletic) a 37-34 victory over
Tulane (2-3, 0-3) in New Orleans.

Mustangs quarterback Shane
Buechele, who entered the game
ranked second nationally in
passing yards, completed 23 of
37 passes for 384 yards and two
touchdowns.. ..

Defensive end Samdup
Miller, safety Travis Whillock,
quarterback Aidan Smith and
tight end Jason Whittaker
opted out of Northwestern’s
pandemic-shortened season, the
school announced. . . .

Kansas forward Silvio de
Sousa is opting out of the
upcoming basketball season.

Coach Bill Self said in a
statement that de Sousa was
opting out to “focus on matters
in his personal life.”
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signed 41-year-old forward Joe
Thornton to a one-year,
$700,000 contract. His 23rd
NHL season will end his 15-year
run with the San Jose Sharks.

Thornton is a six-time all-star
and the winner of the Hart
Memorial Trophy in 2006 as the
NHL’s MVP.

SOCCER

Philadelphia Union midfielder
Brenden Aaronson will join FC
Salzburg following the
conclusion of the MLS season.

The Union announced that the
19-year-old signed a contract
through 2025 with the Austrian

international transfer window
opens in January.. ..

Star striker Kylian Mbappé
scored twice as Paris Saint-
Germain won at 10-man Nimes,
4-0, to move to the top of the
French league.. ..

French club Montpellier said
10 of the 12 positive cases for the
coronavirus among its players
and staff showed up as negative
after a retest Friday.. ..

Qatar will host the postponed
Asian Champions League final
Dec.19....

Slovakia coach Pavel Hapal
was fired after the team’s poor
results in the Nations League.

semifinals in Germany by
beating Lloyd Harris, 6-4, 3-6,
6-0. The seventh-ranked Zverev
next faces Alejandro Davidovich
Fokina. The second-seeded
Roberto Bautista Agut will meet
Felix Auger-Aliassime in the
other semifinal.. ..

Third-seeded Russian Andrey
Rublev eased into the semifinals
of the St. Petersburg Open in
Russia and will play Denis
Shapovalov for a place in
Sunday’s final. In the other
semifinal, Borna Coric will face
2015 champ Milos Raonic. . . .

Danilo Petrovic beat Federico
Delbonis, 7-6 (7-1), 6-1, to reach

Cecchinato. Italian teenager
Lorenzo Musetti also reached
his first ATP semifinal and will
face Serbia’s Laslo Djere.

MISC.

Anthony Joshua will defend
his world heavyweight titles for
the first time this year. It was
confirmed that he will face
Kubrat Pulev on Dec. 12 in
London....

Diego Ulissi sprinted to
victory at the end of the
13th stage of the Giro d’Italia,
and Joao Almeida held on to the
pink jersey.

— From news services
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PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL

Former cheerleaders are shaken by lewd videos

CHEERLEADERS FROM D1

viewed as a reasonable exchange
for the chance of a lifetime —
loom larger knowing what they
know now.

“I didn’t see it when I was
younger, because I loved what I
did,” said Evans, now 40, who
cheered for five seasons. “I don’t
think they viewed us as people.
They viewed us as replaceable
objects.”

In response to an email sum-
marizing the allegations raised
by former cheerleaders in this
story, Washington’s NFL team
declined to answer several ques-
tions and issued a statement.

“Like many companies and or-
ganizations, the Washington
Football Team is examining its
historical practices and behav-
iors,” the statement said. “We
take the criticisms of our cheer-
leading program seriously and
we remain committed to review-
ing all programs thoroughly.”

Then-senior vice president
Larry Michael told broadcasting
staffers to produce the videos,
according to two ex-employees,
one of whom said the footage was
to be assembled for team owner
Daniel Snyder. Snyder and Mi-
chael have denied any knowledge
of the videos, copies of which
were obtained by The Post.

The videos include clips during
which some of the cheerleaders’
nipples are exposed as they shift
positions or adjust props shield-
ing their breasts. Two of the
women’s pubic areas are ob-
scured only partly by body paint.
The videos are set to the same
three classic rock hits, including
one each by the Rolling Stones
and U2, bands Snyder said were
his favorites in a 2011 interview.

Attorneys Lisa Banks and
Debra Katz, who represent 12 of
the ex-Washington cheerleaders,
notified Snyder last month of
their intent to sue the team over
the videos.

The team this week agreed to
the attorneys’ request for an “in-
dependent forensic investiga-
tion” to secure any copies of the
2008 and 2010 videos and any
other unauthorized cheerleader
videos that may exist in its com-
puter system. Banks and Katz
also met with the NFL, which in
August assumed oversight of an
investigation into the team’s
treatment of women.

“My clients worked hard and
proudly cheered for the Washing-
ton Football Team and in return
were exploited and humiliated,”
Banks said. “We are exploring all
legal options to hold accountable
those who are responsible, to
protect my clients from further
harm and to effect positive
change for all women who con-
tinue to work with the team.”

Attorney Gloria Allred said she
represents another 20 ex-cheer-
leaders but declined to comment
or make any of her clients avail-
able for interviews.

‘I feel violated’

Since hearing about the videos,
ex-cheerleaders have been recon-
necting via Zoom calls and en-
crypted messaging services, com-
miserating and frantically trying
to determine whether they ap-
pear in the footage. The videos
have reinforced the Kkinship
among them but also sowed ten-
sion. Should they talk to the
media? Hire a lawyer? Which
one? The women also are fielding
uncomfortable queries from fam-
ily and friends about the calendar
shoots, though in their opinion,
the tough questions should be
directed at team officials.

“I’'m going to have two grown
sons at some point, and what are
they going to find on the Internet
— some mom porn?” asked
37-year-old Lee-Ann Campbell,
who appears in both videos,
though she is less exposed than
others.

A few of the women exposed in
the videos were 18 or 19 at the
time of the shoots, including Ash-
ley A. Taylor. In a promotional
video for the 2010 calendar, the
camera focuses on her face as she
talks excitedly about her first trip
overseas. In the unauthorized
version, her nipples are briefly
visible, and she is silent during a
topless beach shoot.

Taylor became a junior cheer-
leader at 8 years old and spent
five years on the regular squad. “I
invested 15 total seasons ... half
of my life,” she wrote recently on
Instagram. “I grew up in this
organization and trusted them,
my family trusted them, but now
I feel violated.”

The former cheerleaders also
worry that instead of holding
officials to account, the team will
disband the program. The Buf-
falo Bills did that after cheerlead-
ers sued in 2014, alleging they
were paid less than minimum
wage and forced to pass “jiggle
tests” to prove their physical fit-
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The contracts of former Washington cheerleaders required them to follow a code of conduct off the field — or face immediate termination.

ness.

“It shouldn’t be that because
we're asking for respect that we
get punished and pushed aside,”
said Michelle Moseley, 38, who
cheered for seven years and ap-
pears in the 2008 video. “There is
so much that is positive about the
program.”

Like the cheerleaders he led,
Donald Wells, who served as di-
rector from 1997 to 2009, is tak-
ing a hard look back at his experi-
ence with the team. He regrets
that he could not have done more
to protect the women. He also
recalled a remark by Snyder that
Wells said reveals his disrespect
for the cheerleaders, their hard
work and the value they brought
to the team.

“You better keep them skinny
with big tits or I’ll f---ing Kkill you,”
Wells said Snyder told him at a
2004 charity event where the
squad performed.

Snyder, who has been the
team’s majority owner since 1999,
declined an interview request for
this story and did not respond to
questions sent to his attorney and
public relations firm about the
comment Wells said he made.

Wells said he recently recount-
ed the story to Banks, the attor-
ney. “I would never have told
anyone about that if it weren’t for
the revelation that the videos
were created of my cheerleaders
without their knowledge,” he
said. “I was embarrassed and
scared if I said anything I might
be fired.”

Low pay, long hours

Over the past six years, a pro-
cession of lawsuits against other
NFL teams has revealed that,
behind the glamour of perform-
ing on national television, many
cheerleaders are subjected to sex-
ist treatment and paid so little
that they work as de facto volun-
teers.

Until about five years ago, the
Washington cheerleaders earned
$75 per home game. On game
days, black luxury cars ferrying
Snyder and his inner circle park
at the cheerleaders’ practice stu-
dio at FedEx Field. The squad is
allotted limited parking spots, so
women said they had to carpool
on game days, when they worked
as long as 12 hours.

“You weren't even valued
enough to park your own car to
do your job,” said one former
cheerleader, who like many of her
teammates spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity for fear of
repercussions. “We did it because
dance was our passion and this
was a rare opportunity as adults
to keep dancing and performing.
The money wasn’t the goal. But
looking back on it, it kind of
cheapens the whole thing.”

The swimsuit calendar has
been an annual staple for the
team since 1998, predating Sny-

der and following the example set
by the Dallas Cowboys cheerlead-
ers, widely credited with parlay-
ing sexy outfits and perform-
ances into revenue-boosting ce-
lebrity appeal.

Washington cheerleaders were
required to sell at least 50 calen-
dars, a quota that lawyers who
have reviewed other teams’ con-
tracts said is not unusual in the
NFL. Ex-cheerleaders said selling
calendars made them feel like
children pressed into fundraising
for a school or Girl Scout troop —
except in this case, they were
raising money for a franchise
recently valued at $3.5 billion.
Former cheerleaders said if they
didn’t meet the quota, they had to
pay the team for the unsold calen-
dars at the end of the season at
the same time they received their
one and only paycheck.

The decisions to pose topless
or in body paint were their own,
former cheerleaders said. But
there was an understanding — or
at least a perception — on the
40-member cheerleading squads
that the sexier the shoot, the
more likely to win a coveted
calendar “month,” which helped
them meet their individual sales
targets.

One former cheerleader who
was under 21 while on the squad
said she felt the consequences of
wearing more conservative bath-
ing suits. She never got her own
calendar month over three sea-
sons. And at a time she was
earning about $1,000 per year,
she lost hundreds of dollars on
calendars she didn’t sell.

As the team’s on-field perform-
ance has crumbled during Sny-
der’s tenure and the demand for
high-end luxury seats has ebbed,
Washington has leaned on the
cheerleaders to help maintain
revenue streams.

Former cheerleaders said they
were dispatched to entertain cor-
porate sponsors and FedEx Field
suite holders at business events,
yacht parties, private homes —
even bar mitzvah parties — in
addition to twice-weekly rehears-
als and charitable appearances.
The contracts reviewed by The
Post required attendance at a
minimum of 20 public events,
just half of which offered addi-
tional compensation.

Through its public relations
firm, the team said cheerleaders
now are paid hourly for all public
events. The team declined to dis-
close how much the team pays
cheerleaders and declined a re-
quest by The Post to review a
current cheerleading contract.

For years, the team’s annual
calendar shoots offered another
chance for fans to get close to the
cheerleaders. A flier obtained by
The Post shows the practice dated
from at least 2006, when the
team offered a four-day, all-inclu-
sive trip to the Dominican Repub-

Conduct

lic for $5,000 per person. “Watch
the closed photo shoots for the
2006-2007 Redskins Cheerlead-
ers Calendar ... Participate in
interactive beach games with the
Redskins Cheerleaders and top
the day off with dinner with the
ladies!”

Evans recalled the male on-
lookers — and that she was asked
to take off her wedding ring. “I
guess they wanted us to seem
available,” she said.

In 2009, Moseley and three
other cheerleaders were headed
to a casino with season ticket
holders and sponsors during a
Super Bowl trip to Tampa, she
said, when Dennis Greene, then-
president of business operations,
proposed a change in plans. He
told two younger cheerleaders to
put on bathing suits, put in drink
orders and go out on a yacht with
a male suite holder and friends
they had never met, Moseley said.

“Had I not been there, had
those girls not called me,” said
Moseley, who said she told
Greene her teammates would not
be going on the yacht. “We were
viewed as a commodity to sell and
make money by any means neces-
sary.”

Greene, who resigned in 2018
following a New York Times story
that included allegations he had
sold access to cheerleaders to
meet sales targets, did not re-
spond to requests to comment.
The team said suite holders are
no longer permitted on staff trips.

A double standard

The ex-cheerleaders weighing
legal claims face significant but
not insurmountable hurdles, said
attorney Sharon Vinick, who
brought successful wage-theft
lawsuits against the New York
Jets and Oakland Raiders.

The relevant state’s statute of
limitations probably has expired,
depending on where lawsuits are
filed. The solution, Vinick said, is
to argue “delayed discovery” —
that the clock on the legal time
frame for filing suit shouldn’t
start ticking until the plaintiff
learns of the violation rather than
when it occurred.

The other challenge is that the
contracts covering the cheerlead-
ers in the 2008 and 2010 videos
give the team what appears to be
unfettered permission to use the
women’s names, voices and imag-
es “in connection with any and all
publications, broadcasts, web-
sites, web postings, promotional
photographs, promotional post-
ers, and any other commercial or
noncommercial products, includ-
ing but not limited to calendars,
team photos, T-shirts, videos, In-
ternet content, and team market-
ing and sponsorship activities
and materials.”

Vinick said she still thinks the
former cheerleaders have a case.
“There is no reasonable expecta-

1. Your role as a Cheerleader is to support and contribute to the football and
business operations of the Redskins organization, not to socialize with players.
Cheerleaders may not date, socialize, fraternize, or flirt with any member of the
football team, coaching staff, football-related personnel, or sponsors of the
Cheerleaders either on or off the Redskins premises, at any time. This includes
any contact whatsoever with any Redskins football player. The only exception to
this rule is courteous interaction at team-sponsored events. Any violation of this

rule is grounds for immediate termination, without notice.

Above is the first rule of conduct from the Washington Redskins’ cheerleader contract in 2009.

tion that when these women are
signing away the rights to their
images that they signed them
away to be sliced and diced into a
porn video,” she said.

Founded in 1962, the organiza-
tion previously known as the
“Redskinettes” says it is the
longest-running NFL cheerlead-
ing squad. Among the 26 teams
with cheerleaders, there is no
standardized contract, pay scale
or union akin to the NFL Players
Association. Typical of these con-
tracts, lawyers say, is the contrast
between the strict guidelines reg-
ulating the cheerleaders’ public
image and the broad leeway
granted the team to use their
photos.

“The teams could post pictures
of the girls in swimsuits, on the
field with hardly anything on;
they could post anything they
wanted,” said attorney Sara
Blackwell, who has advised sev-
eral NFL cheerleading teams.
“But on their own social media,
the girls had to be very pure.
Dress modestly. No alcohol in
their hands. Basically, you had to
look like a pure angel in social
media or be immediately fired.”

Former Washington cheer-
leaders point to another double
standard in the contract: that
they “may not date, socialize,
fraternize or flirt” with football
players. The zero-tolerance pol-
icy, also common in the NFL, cost
two Washington cheerleaders
their jobs before the 2005 season.
Both dated then-rising star tight
end Chris Cooley.

Cooley said recently that he
was never warned against social-
izing with cheerleaders.

“No one said anything to the
players about who you do or don’t
talk to,” said Cooley, who later
worked for several years as a
team broadcaster. “I didn’t feel
like, in any way, that it was
misconduct on my part.”

Cheerleaders, however, felt re-
percussions. When rehearsals
were occasionally scheduled at
the team’s facility in Ashburn,
cheerleaders were told to stay in
their cars until every football
player had driven away after
practice. Though the field was
empty, cheerleaders had to wait
for as long as an hour while
players showered and left the
building.

“If men can’t control them-
selves, if they look at you or
anything happens, it’s your fault,”
Moseley said. “Let’s not explain to
the men in the organization that
they need to treat women with
respect. Let’s just hide you.”

Female office employees faced
similar restrictions. A “conduct
policies” email in 2017 formalized
a long-standing protocol that
women should avoid the ground
floor, where they might pass by
players.

Cheerleaders long have been
instructed to leave a restaurant
or bar immediately if a player
walks in. Former members of the
squad, as well as ex-director
Wells, said they tolerated such
rules because they were so devot-
ed to the program and to one
another.

“The women of the cheerlead-
ing program are held to a differ-
ent standard than the men who
worked at the organization,” he
said. “I've never felt that was
just.”

beth.reinhard @washpost.com
liz.clarke@washpost.com
alice.crites@washpost.com
will. hobson @washpost.com

Dalton Bennett contributed to this
report.

NFL NOTES

Washington
is not ready
to allow fans
despite order

FROM NEWS SERVICES
AND STAFF REPORTS

The Washington Football Team
is “evaluating” the possibility of
allowing a limited number of fans
at FedEx Field in the wake of anew
order by Maryland Gov. Larry Ho-
gan (R), but it is unlikely to lift its
ban at this point, according to a
person with knowledge of the situ-
ation.

Citing Maryland’s relatively
stable rate of positive novel coro-
navirus tests, Hogan signed an
executive order Friday that allows
for up to 10 percent capacity at
outdoor sports venues in the state.

In August, Washington an-
nounced it would begin the season
with no fans at FedEx Field be-
cause of the pandemic. At the
time, the club said it would reeval-
uate the decision if circumstances
improved.

“This decision was not an easy
one, but after several discussions
with federal, state and local offi-
cials — along with input from
some of the nation’s foremost
medical experts, based right here
in the nation’s capital — we are
confident that it is the right one,”
owner Daniel Snyder said in a
statement at the time. “We are
working to find ways to make our
fans’ presence felt in new and
innovative ways for 2020 and
can’t wait to welcome the commu-
nity through the gates as soon as
it’s safe.”

Hogan said recently on NBC
Sports Washington’s podcast that
he was “in favor of safely trying to
get some fans back in the stands”
and that the Maryland Depart-
ment of Health was “working very
closely on that to try to work with
the teams.”

Washington took a first step
toward allowing fans backinto the
stadium Sunday when itlet rough-
ly 200 to 300 friends and family
members of players, coaches and
staff members attend its game
against the Los Angeles Rams.

Washington is on the road this
week to play the New York Giants
at MetLife Stadium, where specta-
tors are prohibited for the entirety
of the season. But it returns home
for Week 7 against the Dallas Cow-
boys and, afterits bye, will host the
Giants in Week 9.

— Nicki Jhabvala

¢ VIKINGS: NFL leading rush-

er Dalvin Cook will sit out Minne-

sota’s game Sunday against the

Atlanta Falcons because of a groin

injury, giving Alexander Mattison

the opportunity for his first career
start at running back.

The Vikings also announced
Friday that right guard Dru Samia
(wrist), cornerback Kris Boyd
(hamstring) and wide receiver/
kick returner K.J. Osborn (ham-
string) were ruled out for the
game. Cornerback Holton Hill
(foot) was listed as doubtful.

¢ FALCONS: Seven-time Pro
Bowl wide receiver Julio Jones
returned to practice as a limited
participant and hopes to play Sun-
day against the Vikings.

Jones has played just one halfin
the past three games because of a

hamstring injury.

¢ BROWNS: Baker Mayfield fi-
nally fired some passes — none to
Odell Beckham Jr.

Beckham missed another prac-
tice because of coronavirus proto-
cols, and his status is uncertain.
But Mayfield, who has been
slowed this week by sore ribs,
appears ready to play in Sunday’s
hyped AFC North matchup
against the unbeaten Pittsburgh
Steelers.

¢ STEELERS: Pittsburgh ruled
out Pro Bowl guard David DeCas-
tro (abdominal) and wide receiver
Diontae Johnson (back) for its
game against Cleveland.

¢ PACKERS: Coach Matt La-
Fleur said wide receiver Davante
Adams and defensive tackle Ken-
ny Clark will be “ready to go”
Sunday at the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers after both players missed
multiple games with injuries.

¢49ERS: Jimmy Garoppolo
said his sprained right ankle felt
much better in practice, making
San Francisco confident the quar-
terback can bounce back from a
rough performance that got him
pulled at halftime last weekend.

¢ JAGUARS: Jacksonville
could be without DJ Chark against
the Detroit Lions on Sunday. The
Pro Bowl wide receiver was listed
as questionable.

¢ LIONS: Detroit ruled out cor-
nerback Desmond Trufant for
Sunday’s game at Jacksonville and
put tight end Hunter Bryant on
injured reserve. Trufant is out
with a hamstring injury; Bryant
has dealt with hamstring and con-
cussion issues.
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After three straight slow starts, the Cavaliers are seeking a sense of urgency

BY GENE WANG

Virginia football coach Bronco
Mendenhall had a clear message
for his players during their team
meeting Monday morning, less
than 48 hours after the Cavaliers
had lost their second game in a
row and continued a trouble-
some trend of falling behind
early.

The uninspired starts were
unacceptable, especially for a
program aspiring to contend for
ACC championships on the heels
of winning the Coastal Division
last year for the first time.

The Cavaliers (1-2), who face
Wake Forest (1-2) at 4 p.m. Satur-
day in Winston-Salem, N.C., have
been outscored 34-0 during the
first quarter. They fell behind
14-0 in the first quarter of their
most recent loss, a 38-21 defeat to
visiting North Carolina State last
Saturday.

“That’s atypical for teams I've
coached, but were winning the
second and fourth quarters,”
Mendenhall said. “And so what’s
happening, for whatever reason
— and we started to address it
last week in practice — that was
kind of a theory, but it kept going
— is we’re playing with more
urgency and more focus once
we’re behind. It can’t take us to
be behind to play with that
urgency and focus. Certainly
we’re demonstrating the capabil-
ity because we’re doing so in the
second and fourth quarters. The
biggest discrepancy is in quarter
one.”

Mendenhall suggested the
transition to a new quarterback
might be partly to blame for the
first-quarter  scoring issues.
Brennan Armstrong, a left-hand-
ed sophomore, started the first
three games after taking over for
the record-setting Bryce Perkins,
who’s now on the Los Angeles
Rams’ practice squad.

Virginia quarterback Brennan Armstrong suffered a concussion during last week’s loss and is uncertain to play Saturday at Wake Forest.

Last week, Armstrong (6 for 9,
57 yards, two interceptions) exit-
ed in the second quarter with a
concussion. He is uncertain to
face Wake Forest, leaving Lindell
Stone to work with the first team
in practice this week.

Mendenhall deemed Arm-
strong day-to-day while in the
concussion protocol. He said he
expects senior safety Joey Blount

and junior wide receiver/Kkick
returner Tavares Kelly Jr., both
hurt against North Carolina
State, to play Saturday.

Stone, a junior, completed
30 of 54 passes for 240 yards and
three touchdowns, all career
highs, in just his fifth appearance
with the Cavaliers and the first
that did not begin in the fourth
quarter. He also threw an inter-

ception that was returned
18 yards for a touchdown.

“Lindell did not have many
practice reps at all with our
offense,” Mendenhall said. “He
was really working with our de-
fense and helping us in that
regard, and just that he came in
and was effective and moved the
football team, I was encouraged
by that”

season, but Mendenhall attribut-
ed that in part to trying to erase
an early 24-0 deficit.

“A lot of what we saw of Lindell
was situational,” offensive coor-
dinator Robert Anae said. “Now
that he’s our starting quarter-
back, we also believe there are
things he does well, so we want to
start there. We also believe there
are things we can do running the
football.”

The Cavaliers had permitted
touchdown drives of 50 and
58 yards by the time Stone en-
tered in relief of Armstrong, who
took a blow to the helmet from
Wolfpack safety Tanner Ingle
while sliding at the end of a run.
Officials ejected Ingle for target-
ing.

Scoring first has been a point
of emphasis this week for Vir-
ginia, but it takes on additional
importance given how that sta-
tistic has influenced its series
with Wake Forest, which dates
from 1889. Since 1982, spanning
26 matchups, the winner has
scored first 19 times. The Cava-
liers won 16 of those 19 games
and have scored on their first
possession 10 times against Wake
Forest since 1987. Virginia won
the first nine of those games.

Virginia has lost three straight
in the series, most recently in
2016, a 27-20 road defeat in the
only game Mendenhall has
coached against the Demon Dea-
cons. The streak matches Wake
Forest’s record for consecutive
wins against the Cavaliers.

“That’s definitely something
we’re working on,” junior left
tackle Ryan Nelson said. “And
we’ll probably make changes in
our practice and have a better
emphasis on starting fast during
practice. Sometimes things hap-
pen in games, and we just have to
adapt faster to it, and we’ll
definitely do better.”

gene.wang@washpost.com

JOHN MCDONNELL/THE WASHINGTON POST

It’s unclear how much Vir-
ginia’s game plan will change
with Stone directing the offense.
At 6-foot and 240 pounds, he’s
better suited to be a drop-back
passer, Mendenhall said, com-
pared with Armstrong, who has
run well at times.

The Cavaliers threw 64 times
against North Carolina State, by
far their most attempts this

For Bulldogs, no time like the present

SABAN FROM D1

“I can tell you we’ve had a lot
worse practices when I’'ve been
there,” he concluded, “so maybe it
was a good thing I wasn’t there.”

Then he did laugh, which he
does a bit more than reputed, his
occasional outbursts usually
snaring the attention and luring
the clicks.

The eccentric truth is his ex-
pected absence from the game at
Bryant-Denny Stadium dovetails
with the theme already en-
trenched when this cross-divi-
sion matchup that doesn’t hap-
pen every year turned up on the
2020 schedule. Can Georgia ever
beat Alabama again? Surely it will
someday, but its plight in trying
to do so has left it subject to the
kind of talk-radio analysis that
centers on Michigan and its
annual woes with Ohio State.

Georgia couldn’t beat Alabama
when it led 20-7 in the third
quarter of the 2017-18 College
Football Playoff championship
game in Atlanta. It couldn’t beat
Alabama when it led 28-14 in the
third quarter of the 2018 SEC
championship game and lined up
for a 30-yard field goal to boot. (It
missed.) It couldn’t beat Alabama
when Crimson Tide quarterback
Jalen Hurts stalled and had to
yield to backup Tua Tagovailoa in
that former game, and it couldn’t
beat Alabama when Tagovailoa
got injured and had to yield to
Hurts in that latter game.

It hasn’t beaten Alabama since
Sept. 22, 2007, in Saban’s first
Alabama season, when they went
to overtime in Tuscaloosa and
Alabama led 23-20 until Georgia
scored on Mikey Henderson’s
25-yard touchdown catch from
Matthew Stafford. Now Stafford
has gone to the NFL long enough
to become a mainstay’s mainstay
—12 seasons — while Alabama has
beaten Georgia five times across 13
years, beginning with Stafford’s
final Georgia season of 2008.

Then everybody got to 2020,
and the SEC got started, and
Georgia’s defense looked peerless,
and Alabama’s defense looked po-
rous. Then the SEC season went
from fingers crossed to star-
crossed, and Alabama probably
won'’t have its coach or 75 percent
of its fans in its stadium.

It has Saban saying, “I'm not
sure exactly how this is going to
play out in terms of when the
game comes.” That’s rare uncer-
tainty for a man who has fought
so long to minimize — no, atom-
ize — uncertainty. Wagering lines
have shifted from a touchdown or
more to down around four points
in most cases. So if Georgia can’t
win this time. ..

Is it uncouth to entertain that
thought, or is it one of those
distractions from the anxiety?

L.G. PATTERSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Alabama rallied to victories in its past two matchups with Georgia, but Nick Saban may miss this one.

In his stalwart way, Saban tilt-
ed it toward the latter. “Our guys
have showed great maturity,”
Saban said of his team through
the spring and summer and early
fall of 2020, adding, “I'm sure
they’ll handle this in a positive
way as well.” He also said: “I feel
fine. I felt fine. I was very sur-
prised by this.” He wasn’t entirely
unprepared. Coaching staffs
around the country have been
holding meetings about succes-
sion lines, carefully planned pro-

tocols for if any coach tests
positive.

He hurried home, he told the
team by Zoom about the test, and
then he watched practice. “I had
the manager, had a phone,” he
said. “If I wanted a play repeated,
I said: ‘Replay that play. So-and-
somessed up. So I didn’tleave the
country or anything. I'm just
right down the street.” He said he
hadn’t “blocked anybody or tack-
led anybody, caught any passes,
thrown any passes in a game for a

long, long time, so it’s still going
to be up to how our players
execute, and it’s up to us to get
them in the best position to do
that.”

Inthat, he managed to describe
how, in one wretched turn for one
man within a global tragedy, a big
game got a notch more curious.
Because almost nobody has been
through anything like this before,
it’s hard to know whether such
curiosity is acceptable.

chuck.culpepper @washpost.com

TODAY’S TV GAMES

There’s only one meeting of ranked teams Saturday, and the face of one
of those programs — and probably all of 21st-century college football, if
we’re being honest — probably won'’t even be in the stadium after Alabama
Coach Nick Saban tested positive for the novel coronavirus this week. At
least the Crimson Tide is still playing Georgia; two other SEC games
(LSU-Florida and Vanderbilt-Missouri) were postponed because of the
pandemic.

EARLY SHIFT

Noon Navy at East Carolina » ESPN2

Noon Liberty at Syracuse » MASN

Noon No. 1 Clemson at Georgia Tech » ABC

Noon Pittsburgh at No. 13 Miami » ACC Network

Noon No. 15 Auburn at South Carolina » ESPN

Noon Kentucky at No. 18 Tennessee » SEC Network
Noon Kansas at West Virginia » Fox

Noon Texas State at South Alabama » ESPNU

1:30 Army at Texas San Antonio » CBS Sports Network
1:30 Western Kentucky at UAB » MASN2

The past three games between Central Florida and Memphis went as
follows: a 56-41 Knights win in the 2018 American Athletic title game in
which UCF came back from a 17-point halftime deficit, outscoring the
Tigers 35-3 in the second half; a 31-30 Knights road win during the 2018
regular season in which they trailed by 16 late in the first half; and a 62-55
double-overtime UCF win in the 2017 AAC championship game, when the
teams combined for 117 points — a Football Bowl Subdivision record for a
conference title game — and 1,479 yards.

Memphis, which has lost 13 straight to UCF, has been one of the teams
most affected by the pandemic, at least schedule-wise: The Tigers opened
the season Sept. 5 with a win over Arkansas State, didn't play again until
their loss to SMU on Oct. 3 and then had another two weeks off until now.
Central Florida is coming off a loss to Tulsa, so consider this something of
an AAC elimination game. There are no divisions starting this year, and the
two teams with the best conference records will play in the championship
game.

SWING SHIFT

2:30 Louisville at No. 4 Notre Dame » NBC

3:30 Mi: ippi at Arl » SEC Network

3:30 Central Florida at M is » ABC

3:30 Duke at North Carolina State » MASN

4 No. 11 Texas A&M at Mi ippi State » ESPN
4 Virginia at Wake Forest » ACC Network

4 M husetts at Georgia Southern » ESPN2
5 North Texas at Middle Tennessee » MASN2

Texas A&M barely beat Vanderbilt, got throttled by Alabama but then
stuck around long enough to upset Florida last weekend. Mississippi State
stunned LSU in its first game as the defending national champion but then
lost to Arkansas and was last seen putting up all of two points against
Kentucky. So who the heck knows what'’s going to happen when the
Aggies visit the Bulldogs? In Mike Leach'’s first 231 games as a head
coach, his offense had failed to score a touchdown just six times — before
last Saturday’s game made it seven out of 232. Six of Mississippi State’s
final 11 drives ended with an interception, with Stanford transfer K.J.
Costello throwing four of them before his benching. Costello shredded LSU
for an SEC-record 623 passing yards in the opener but has thrown seven
interceptions in the past two games. The Bulldogs’ defense, on the other
hand, has been anything but a letdown: Mississippi State gave up only
157 yards to Kentucky.

NIGHT SHIFT

6 Marshall at Louisiana Tech » CBS Sports Network
7:30 No. 5 North Carolina at Florida State » ABC

8 Boston College at No. 23 Virginia Tech » ESPN2
8 No. 3 Georgia at No. 2 Alabama » CBS

Testing positive has sent Saban into asymptomatic isolation, and he
probably won’t be on the sideline Saturday for the Crimson Tide’s game
against Georgia. But even if he hadn’t tested positive, Saban might have
needed some alone time after Alabama’s defensive performance last
Saturday, when Mississippi reeled off 647 yards and 48 points.

The Bulldogs’ offense isn't nearly as go-go as the Rebels’, but Georgia’s
elite defense should keep this one from becoming a replica of last week'’s
track meet, even with Alabama having the nation’s top offense. As ESPN’s
Bill Connelly pointed out, in the six previous non-bowl meetings between
the team that finished the year with the No. 1 offense and the team that
finished with the No. 1 defense (in terms of SP+, a measure of overall
efficiency), the team with the top defense won five times. The outlier:
Georgia’s loss to LSU in the SEC championship game in December.

— Matt Bonesteel
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Navy searches for consistency as it heads to East Carolina

BY KAREEM COPELAND

Ken Niumatalolo was uninter-
ested in talking career mile-
stones this week. The Navy coach
reached 100 wins Saturday but
didn’t want to wax poetic about
what the accomplishment meant
or spend much time reminiscing.
There are bigger things to worry
about at the moment, and reflec-
tion will have to wait.

“It’s not time to sit back and
reflect on this,” Niumatalolo said.
“Maybe when I'm in Hawaii driv-
ing a bus in however many years I
can sit back and reflect. In this
profession, if you start reflecting
on stuff, you’ll have a lot of time
to reflect because you’ll get fired.”

The focus for this week, with a
trip to East Carolina on Saturday,
is finding consistency after the
Midshipmen (2-2, 2-0 American
Athletic) put together their best

60 minutes of football in a 31-29
victory over Temple. That came
seven days after they were blown
out, 40-7, by rival Air Force.

Navy piled up a season-high
251 rushing yards against the
Owls as the offense looked like
the punishing triple option that
is the trademark of the program.
There was a physicality that was
missing in previous games, par-
ticularly from an offensive line
that opened gaping holes in the
defense. The fullbacks finally got
going, with Nelson Smith posting
a career-high 120 rushing yards
and two touchdowns and Jamale
Carothers adding 53 yards and a
score.

“It was just a gut check,” Navy
offensive coordinator Ivin Jasper
said. “Got embarrassed. Our
pride hurt. Got hit in the mouth,
and we had to answer. Like any-
thing else, when you get embar-

rassed and get your butt kicked,
you want another chance at go-
ing out there and making up for
it. Rectifying things.

“Coach Niumatalolo got after
those guys in a team meeting
about being a physical football
team. A physical O-line, that’s
where it all starts at. They took it
personally.”

As odd as this pandemic-af-
fected season has been and as
ugly as losses to Air Force and
BYU by a combined 85 points
were, the Midshipmen sit atop
the conference with a 2-0 record
in league play. No other AAC
team has played two conference
games without a loss.

Navy travels to face a team in
East Carolina (1-2, 1-1) that seems
to be dealing with some kind of
novel coronavirus issue within
the roster. Coach Mike Houston
spoke Wednesday about “some

issues” and added there wasn’t a
“clear picture” of positive test
numbers or contact-tracing de-
tails. Houston declined to ad-
dress questions about the status
of specific players.

“We’re all dealing with a lot of
stuff” Houston said. “It’s not
been easy to deal with, and it’s a
situation we take very seriously
in the way we handle it and our
protocols.

“We are dealing with some
issues right now. We’ll continue
to work through them as the
week goes on. ... It’s a situation
that’s still very fluid. ... I'm
excited about the group that we
have on the field. We have had to
make some adjustments. Those
adjustments have been made and
will continue to be made.”

Houston added, “We won’t
have a true picture until the end
of the week of what our roster is

going to look like.”

The AACrequires testing three
times per week, including Friday
for those playing on Saturday. A
conference game between Cin-
cinnati and Tulsa scheduled for
Saturday was rescheduled for
Dec. 5 because of positive cases in
the Bearcats’ program.

So the Midshipmen continue
their weekly tradition of prepar-
ing for a team without fully
knowing whom they will face.
BYU, Air Force and Temple all
played their openers against
Navy, so there was no tape from
this season to scout leading up to
the games.

Navy has continued to focus on
itself during preparations, and
this week the goal is sustainabili-
ty. The Midshipmen played hor-
rific football against BYU and in
the first half against Tulane be-
fore rallying from 24 points down

in the second half. The gains
from that second half were no-
where to be seen against Air
Force, but those regressions dis-
appeared against Temple despite
Navy being down five defensive
starters.

A measure of consistencyis the
next step forward for the 2020
Midshipmen.

“Hopefully, we've got some
consistency with the quarterback
[Dalen Morris] now,” Niumatalo-
lo said. “That will definitely help
us from that standpoint. Our
guys have been working hard.
Some of our young linemen that
haven’t played as much are get-
ting comfortable.

“Just having those guys in
there. A quarterback that has
played two games. ... Hopefully
some of the experience will help
us to continue to get better.”

kareem.copeland @washpost.com

After 100 wins and countless tears, Niumatalolo has cemented legacy in Annapolis

AsKen
Niumatalolo
explained it
Monday, he and
his wife, Barbara,
alwayshad a
routine after Navy
home games.
—— They would
drive to the Annapolis Safeway,
and Barbara would go inside to
choose something for dinner
while Ken sat in the car and
began looking at video clips from
that day’s game. The pandemic
has changed that, though,
because now the Niumatalolos —
like so many people — have
groceries delivered to their house.

And so, last Saturday evening,
after Navy held on to beat
Temple, 31-29, for the
100th victory of Niumatalolo’s
Naval Academy career, they
decided they had to find a
different way to celebrate.

“Chick-fil-A,” Niumatalolo said.

There was one problem: Chick-
fil-A already had closed.

“So we went to McDonald’s,”
Niumatalolo said during a Zoom
call. “I hadn’t been for years. But
it was nice to have a Double
Quarter Pounder with Cheese.”

Perhaps nothing sums up
Niumatalolo better than his
confession that he celebrated win
No. 100 with, as he called it, “bad
food”

That may be the extent of
Niumatalolo’s vices: occasionally
eating food he knows isn’t
healthy.

No one wins 100 games in
12-plus years as a Football Bowl
Subdivision coach without
bringing an unabated intensity to
the job, and what people miss
about Niumatalolo is how
searingly competitive he is. Most
of the time, Niumatalolo is as
soft-spoken as they come. He’s a
terrible television interview
because his answers are always
the same. When the Midshipmen
are playing well, it’s because the
players have done a great job.
When they aren’t playing well, it’s
because he’s being out-coached
and the other team’s players are
doing a great job.

But when there aren’t TV
cameras around, Niumatalolo
will never fail to get after his
players, and he will often do so
loudly.

John
Feinstein

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST
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Ken Niumatalolo, who took over as football coach at the Naval Academy in 2007, earned his 100th career win last Saturday vs. Temple.

“I know I say some crazy things
to you guys on the practice field,”
he told his players a year ago after
a dramatic win over Air Force.
“But I do it for moments like this.”

Of course, Niumatalolo cried
early and often that day after the
Mids scored in the final seconds
to win. He is a self-described “big
crybaby,” and he knew the Air
Force victory was the first real
signal that the difficult moves he
had made during the previous
offseason, in the wake of a 3-10
disaster in 2018, were paying off.
He had fired assistant coaches
who had been good friends, he
had demanded that the athletic
department show more support
for the football team, and he had
implored his players not to make
excuses for losses but to find ways
to make certain they didn’t
happen again.

The changes sure seem to have
paid off. The Mids used that Air
Force win as a springboard to an
11-2 season that was highlighted
by a 31-7 win over Army that
snapped a three-game losing
streak to their archrivals.

Thave been fortunate enough
to know Niumatalolo since he
arrived at Navy in 1995 as an
assistant coach on Charlie
Weatherbie’s staff. I remember
the first time I really noticed him
on the practice field. I was half
paying attention when I heard
screaming coming from the
middle of the field. It was
Niumatalolo, letting the offensive
line know he was not at all happy
with what he was seeing.

Niumatalolo became the
offensive coordinator after Paul
Johnson left to become the head
coach at Georgia Southern in

1997. But when things began to
slip for Weatherbie, Niumatalolo
became one of the scapegoats.
Weatherbie decided to abandon
Johnson’s option offense and
bring in a new offensive staff. In
Weatherbie’s last season in
Annapolis in 2001, the
Midshipmen were 0-10, saved
from 0-11 only by the cancellation
of a game at Northwestern.

‘When Johnson was hired to
replace Weatherbie, his first
move was to bring Niumatalolo
back. Six seasons later, Johnson
had become an icon at the
academy. He took the Mids to five
straight bowl games, went 6-0
against Army and — perhaps
most important — ended Navy’s
43-game losing streak to Notre
Dame.

Six days after Navy trounced
Army to end that 2007 season,

Johnson took the Georgia Tech
job. Athletic Director Chet
Gladchuk immediately named
Niumatalolo as his successor. The
program was certainly on solid
ground. Even after losing that
season’s Poinsettia Bowl to Utah,
the Mids finished 8-5. That was
the good news. The bad news was
that following Johnson at Navy
was a little bit like following Elvis
in concert.

Except that Niumatalolo has
himself become an icon, although
in a much quieter way than
Johnson, his former boss and
mentor.

Niumatalolo has had plenty of
chances to leave for a civilian
school, to go to ajob where
recruits don’t run from the room
at the mention of the five-year
service obligation upon
graduation. The closest he came

to leaving was in 2015, when he
was pursued by Brigham Young.

It seemed inevitable that
Niumatalolo would leave. He is a
devout Mormon, and BYU is a
Mormon school. Plus, his son Va’a
was playing there. He had already
done just about everything there
was to do at Navy: He was 8-0
against Army, had won the
Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy
five times and had become Navy’s
all-time winningest coach.

Tearfully (of course),
Niumatalolo more or less said
farewell to his players after their
win over Army.

“I really did think I was going
to take the job when I went out
there,” he said later. “Part of it was
feeling an obligation to my
church.”

But the BYU search committee
blew it. Instead of convincing
Niumatalolo that he needed to
take the job, it kept asking him
why it should offer him the job.
Niumatalolo’s ego isn’t anywhere
close to Johnson’s, but the (non)
pitch bothered him. He had gone
to BYU to be sold on why he
should leave a job he loved.
Instead, he was asked to sell
himself.

No thanks. He turned down
the job.

It now seems likely that
Niumatalolo will coach at Navy
until he retires. He’s only 55, and
you would think before he quits,
the field at Navy-Marine Corps
Memorial Stadium will bear his
name. The field is named for
Navy graduate Jack Stephens, a
past chairman of Augusta
National Golf Club, because of a
huge donation Stephens made to
the academy.

Niumatalolo’s name should be
added to Stephens’s. His
contributions to Navy go way
beyond money.

But don’t tell him that. It’s all
about the players and his coaches
and everyone he works with.

“I’'m just a fat guy who stands
in the middle of the field,” he said
once.

Well, he might eat a Double
Quarter Pounder with Cheese
every once in a while, but let’s be
honest: He has earned it.

sports@washpost.com

For more by John Feinstein, visit
washingtonpost.com/feinstein.

Secondary issues pul
Va. Tech on delensive

VIRGINIA TECH FROM D1

secondary. “It was like eighth-
grade football. That’s what it was,
so I hate it for our kids, but that
was the situation we were in.”

Fuente did indicate he expects
safety Divine Deablo to return
against the Eagles, who are sec-
ond in the ACC in passing
(295.3 yards per game). The sen-
ior starter missed the past two
games, including last week’s
56-45 loss to fifth-ranked North
Carolina.

Freshman Keonta Jenkins, the
other starting safety, also was out
for the game in Chapel Hill, N.C.

Walk-on Tyler Matheny (Lake
Braddock High) replaced Deablo
for the past two games at free
safety, and the Hokies rotated
players at the other safety spot.
Redshirt sophomore Alan Tis-
dale, normally an outside line-
backer, finished last Saturday’s
game at rover.

“It was just then and there at
the moment,” said Tisdale, who
missed a 38-31 win against Duke
two weeks ago. “They needed me

there at the position, and, I mean,
I'll play anywhere. I’ll play nickel.
I'll play free safety if they need me
to. So in that situation they need-
ed someone there, so I just had to
fillin.”

Jermaine Waller, normally a
starting cornerback, moved to
nickel when starter Chamarri
Conner was disqualified for tar-
geting. Waller, a D.C. native,
missed the first two games of the
year while recovering from a foot
injury suffered last season.

The Hokies surrendered
656 yards of total offense, the
second most in program history,
and gave up the most points since
2002 after falling behind 21-0 in
the first quarter and 42-17 in the
second half. Two North Carolina
running backs rushed for a com-
bined 383 yards, including 214
from Michael Carter. The Tar
Heels rushed for 399 yards over-
all.

“I wish I could just open it up
and show you guys,” Fuente said.
“It’sreally anissue, quite honestly.
You get a guythatI haven’t seenin
10 days, the first day it’s on the

NELL REDMOND/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coach Justin Fuente, center, and the Hokies are seeking novel ways to deal with a depleted secondary.

Friday walk-through. I mean, I
literally hadn’t seen him yet, and
he shows up, and he has to play
75 snaps at a position he’s never
played.”

Virginia Tech absorbed an-

other blow at safety when Fuente
revealed this week that Tyree
Rodgers will not play the rest of
the season to concentrate on aca-
demics. The redshirt senior with
three career starts had been listed

second on the depth chart at free
safety.

The Hokies are down to five
scholarship safeties after the in-
definite suspension of redshirt ju-
nior Devon Hunter, a projected

starter, because of a felony arrest
and a season-ending noncontact
injury to Nasir Peoples, a redshirt
sophomore, unrelated to the pan-
demic.

Others in the secondary who
have missed time include starting
cornerback Armani Chatman and
his backup, Devin Taylor, in addi-
tion to Brion Murray, another re-
serve cornerback.

Virginia Tech is without its top
cornerback for the rest of the sea-
son after Caleb Farley opted out to
focus on the NFL draft, citing
issues with the school’s virus safe-
ty protocols and some teammates
flouting precautions by going to
the beach and not getting tested
upon returning to campus.

The Hokies did experience a
spike in cases with the return of
the general student population,
leading to a postponement of
their game against Virginia that
had been scheduled for Sept. 19.

“We had some young players
out there that played a tremen-
dous amount of snaps in situa-
tions that they probably shouldn’t
have been in that we really had no
other choice,” Fuente said. “I'm
hopeful that they can recover and
play.

“That does something to a guy
when youre a young player and
you’re in a situation like that, not
just physically but mentally.”

gene.wang @washpost.com
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BASEBALL

During his Nationals career.,

‘When I remember
On Michael A. Taylor,
M whose 11-year
SCOTTALLEN ~ tenure with the
———  Nationals

organization

ended Thursday when he elected
for free agency rather than
accept an assignment to the
Nationals’ Class AAA affiliate, I
also will remember Duane
Dargin.

On Opening Day 2015, MLB
Commissioner Rob Manfred was
scheduled to throw the
ceremonial first pitch at
Nationals Park, but he asked
Dargin, a member of the
Nationals Youth Baseball
Academy, to take the mound on
his behalf. Dargin, who was 9 at
the time, threw a perfect strike
to Ian Desmond.

“I had a feeling that it was
going to be a little bit off — just a
little bit — but I was able to get it
straight down [the middle],”
Dargin told me during the game,
adding that he wasn’t the least
bit nervous. I asked him who his
favorite player was and expected
he would say Bryce Harper or
maybe Stephen Strasburg. But
no, it was Taylor, whom Dargin
had met the previous season
when he was invited to shout
“Play ball” atop the Nationals’
dugout before a game.

“He’s a Black player, and
usually Black players don’t play
baseball,” explained Dargin, who
is also Black. “I want to play for
the Nationals, and he plays for
the Nationals, and that motivates
me even more to play baseball.”

Taylor leaves a mixed legacy
on the field in D.C., where he
earned the nickname Michael
K. Taylor with a portion of the
fan base for his propensity to
strike out. But he also
demonstrated a knack for
coming through in the biggest

spots. Here’s a chronological look
at some of the best moments.

Aug. 12, 2014:: Memorable
introduction

“It’s more than I expected, and
it’s a good day;” Taylor said after
going 2 for 4 with a home run in
his major league debut, a 7-1 win
over the New York Mets at Citi
Field.

Taylor singled off Mets starter
Rafael Montero in the second
inning and hit a two-run homer
off reliever Carlos Torres in the
sixth to cap his big day,
becoming the third Nationals
player to have at least two hits
and a homer in his first big
league game.

Aug. 13, 2014: Pranked

The day after his dazzling
debut, Taylor’s teammates cut
the back panel out of his batting
practice cap, revealing his high-
top fade. Perhaps they were
worried the rookie’s head would
get too big. Taylor went O for 4
with three strikeouts and
struggled for much of the rest of
his first season. He finished the
year with one home run, five RBI
and a .205 average in 39 at-bats.
In 2015, the Potomac Nationals
celebrated Taylor’s debut and
high-top fade with a bobblehead.

May 13, 2015: Improbable
grand slam in the desert

With one out, the bases loaded
and the Nationals trailing the
Arizona Diamondbacks 6-5 in
the ninth, Taylor came up to face
closer Addison Reed in the
cleanup spot. Taylor began the
day on the bench but entered the
game after Harper was ejected
for arguing a strikeout in the
seventh inning. In his first career
plate appearance with the bases
full, Taylor took Reed deep to
center field, lifting the Nationals
to a 9-6 win.

“Of course I want to be up
there in that situation, but Mike

Es =

e S e

L= R s ]
TONI L. SANDYS/THE WASHINGTON POST

Michael A. Taylor made the most of his only plate appearance in the
‘World Series, hitting a home run in the ninth inning of Game 2.

...IguessI owe him a steak
dinner,” Harper said. “He did
what he did up there to get that
[win]. Tipping my cap to Mikey,
and I'm glad he came through for
us.”

Sept. 8, 2017: Inside-the-
park grand slam

Taylor had four hits and five
RBI in Washington’s 11-10 win
over the Philadelphia Phillies,
including a 15-second dash
around the bases for an inside-
the-park grand slam after center

fielder Odubel Herrera
misjudged his line drive.

“Soon as it went over his head,
I was thinking four right there,”
said Taylor, who also benefited
from catcher Jorge Alfaro’s
inability to handle the relay
throw to the plate.

It was the first inside-the-park
grand slam in the majors since
Philadelphia’s Aaron Altherr hit
one Sept. 25, 2015, which was
made possible by a misplay by
Taylor.

“Oh, really?” Taylor, who
committed his fair share of gaffes
in the field, told reporters when
informed of the coincidence.
“Feels better to be on this side of
it”

Oct. 11, 2017: Keeping the
Nationals alive

Taylor had a .237 batting
average, .291 on-base percentage
and .395 slugging percentage
and had struck out in 31 percent
of his plate appearances during
the regular season. His strikeout
rate was only a percentage point
better in the postseason, but
Taylor had an impressive .316/
.395/.632 slash line with four
home runs in 38 playoff at-bats.

With the Nationals clinging to
aone-run lead against the
Chicago Cubs in the eighth
inning of a do-or-die Game 4 of
the 2017 National League
Division Series, Taylor provided
needed insurance with the first
postseason grand slam in team
history.

“Honestly, I didn’t think it was
going to get out,” Taylor said of
his two-out, opposite field homer
off Wade Davis that cut through
the wind and just cleared the
basket at Wrigley Field.

Oct. 12, 2017: Michael
A. Tater

The next night, with “See You
Later! Michael A. Tater” T-shirts
fresh off the presses and
available for sale at Nationals
Park, Taylor did it again. His
three-run homer off Kyle
Hendricks in the second inning
gave the Nationals a 4-1lead over
the Cubs in the deciding Game 5.
The team’s first playoff series win
was within reach.

If the Nationals didn’t go on to
lose the game, 9-8, in
heartbreaking and unbelievable
fashion, Taylor’s heroics in the
series would be remembered
even more fondly.

laylors grealest moments came in the biggest spols

Oct. 9, 2019: Series-clinching
catch

Taylor made dozens of
defensive gems in his career,
including the time he robbed the
Los Angeles Angels’ Juan
Graterol of extra bases an inning
after fouling a ball off his own
face, but one of his more
memorable catches sealed the
Nationals’ first trip to the NL
Championship Series.

After Howie Kendrick gave the
Nationals the lead over the Los
Angeles Dodgers with a grand
slam in the 10th inning of
Game 5 of last year’s NLDS at
Dodger Stadium, Taylor came
racing forward to make a diving
grab of Justin Turner’s flyball to
shallow center field for the final
out of the game. As his
teammates poured out of the
dugout to celebrate, a smiling
Taylor took the ball out of his
glove and held it up, as if to say,
“Anyone want this?”

Oct. 12, 2019: Solo shot in the
NLCS

Taylor opened the scoring in
Game 2 of the NLCS with a solo
home run to left off St. Louis
Cardinals starter Adam
Wainwright. The Nationals went
on to win, 3-1, and took a two-
games-to-none lead back to D.C.

Oct. 23, 2019: World Series
home run

Taylor had one plate
appearance in the World Series,
and he made the most of it,
launching a solo home run off
Houston Astros reliever Chris
Devenski in the ninth inning of
Game 2 to extend Washington’s
lead to 12-2. If Taylor never
makes it back to the World
Series, he will retire with a
perfect on-base-plus-slugging
percentage of 5.000 and an
unblemished strikeout rate on
baseball’s biggest stage.

scott.allen@washpost.com

NOTES

Indictment
handed down
in Skaggs’s
overdose case

FROM NEWS SERVICES

A federal grand jury indicted a
former Los Angeles Angels em-
ployee on drug charges for alleg-
edly providing pitcher Tyler
Skaggs with the drugs that caused
his overdose death.

Eric Prescott Kay was charged
Thursday with drug distribution
and drug conspiracy in Skaggs’s
overdose death, according to the
indictment in Fort Worth. The
charges carry a maximum of a life
sentence and 20 years in prison,
respectively.

Kay remained free on his own
recognizance. A message seeking
comment from Kay’s attorney,
Reagan Wynn, was not immedi-
ately returned.

Skaggs was found dead in his
suburban Dallas hotel room
July 1, 2019, before the start of
what was supposed to be a four-
game series against the Texas
Rangers. The first game was post-
poned.

A coroner’s report said Skaggs
died with a toxic mix of alcohol
and the drugs fentanyl and oxy-
codone in his system, which Kay
was accused of providing.

Kay was the Angels’ director of
communications, and he served
as their public relations contact
on many road trips. He was
placed on leave shortly after Sk-
aggs’s death, and he never re-
turned to the team. Team offi-
cials said they had not been
aware that Skaggs, a 27-year-old
left-hander, was an opioids user
and didn’t know any employ-
ees were providing drugs to play-
ers.

Prosecutors said in August that
they planned to charge Kay with
drug-related distribution offens-
es but at the time did not indicate
they would charge him in Skaggs’s
death. At the time, they issued a
statement that said that after Sk-
aggs’s autopsy, “it was later ascer-
tained that but for the fentanyl,
Mr. Skaggs would not have died.”

¢ MISC.: There have been zero
new positive novel coronavirus
cases among players for 47 con-
secutive days, Major League Base-
ball and the players’ association
announced Friday.

A total of 5,026 samples were
collected and tested during the
Week of Oct. 8-14, including play-
ers and staff.

The total number of tests to
date is 169,143, with 91 positive
tests (57 players and 34 staff mem-
bers). Twenty-one different teams
have had at least one positive test
during the monitoring phase.

Rays” move backlires, and Astros force

ALCS FROM D1

prayed, let’s get through this with-
out using Framber Valdez. If there
were extra innings, Valdez would
have jogged in from the bullpen
for the 10th. The Astros, had they
survived, would have been
stripped of their best-case plan.
Baker could have been starter-
less.

But Correa helped Baker
breathe easy. His game-winning
homer both extended Houston’s
run and kept Valdez on ice. That’s
how Valdez, 26, got to face Blake
Snell with the season resting on
his left arm. Cash stuffed his line-
up with seven right-handed bat-
ters. In response, Valdez threw six
dominantinningsto aid aheaving
bullpen.

“We’ve had some big moments
that have led to many wins in this
postseason,” Cash said of his un-
even offense, a group that has
struggled outside of Randy Aroza-
rena and Manuel Margot. “But we
have not had that offense that just
continues to put pressure on the
pitcher or opposing defense.”

Willy Adames answered that
call with an RBI double in the
second. The issue was that no one
else did until Margot clubbed two
late homers to dent a sturdy defi-
cit. And once the fifth came and
the Astros leaped on Castillo, the
Rays needed that jolt. Snell exited
after yielding a leadoff walk and a
slow-rolling single. He used
82 pitches to record just 12 outs.
Then Castillo, the guy Cash taps
when the pressure spikes, was
thrust into a two-on, no-outs jam.

One run would have been a
small victory for Tampa Bay.
Houston scored four.

“I felt like the most pivotal
moment of the game was right
there in the fifth inning when they
gottofirstand second on us,” Cash
said of hooking Snell, a former Cy
Young Award winner, for Castillo.
“At that time, I felt like Diego was
the right guy to come in there and
calm that situation down.”

“It’s one of those things where
the situation dictated it,” Zunino
added of the move. “It just didn’t
work out in our favor.”

“I was confused for sure,” add-
ed Snell, acknowledging that he
always wants the ball. “But that’s
what he thought the best call and
decision was.”

Maldonado, the Astros’ catch-
er, greeted Castillo with a well-
placed sacrifice bunt. It appeared
like a dinosaur crashing a match-
up of two teams that have spear-
headed the sport’s analytics
movement. Yet it put runners on
second and third with one out,
and the Rays shifted three infield-
ers to the left side of second base.
If Springer pulled a grounder,
they were primed to keep Yuli
Gurriel on third. If he went the
other way — if Castillo missed the

a Game 7

JAE C. HONG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Astros’ Carlos Correa, here doubling in the seventh inning, singled in a run during a four-run fifth that turned the tide against the Rays.

low-and-inside target from Zuni-
no — then the Rays were beaten.
So the dam broke with a back-
firing plan: Castillo put a sinker
on the outer half, and Springer
stayed on it and poked a single
where a second baseman typically
plays. Two runs scored. The As-

tros took a lead they never lost.
Altuve followed with an RBI dou-
ble into the left field corner. Then,
after Castillo walked Michael
Brantley, Correa capped the rally
with a run-scoring hit to left.
Castillo entered the postseason
witha1.66 ERAin 21%;innings. He

HARRY HOW/GETTY IMAGES
Tampa Bay’s Mike Zunino breaks his bat after striking out in the bottom of a frustrating fifth inning.

entered this game with a
0.00 ERA in the postseason. In
that same vein, the Rays’ bullpen
had yet to allow an inherited
runner to score in the playoffs.
Each statistic favored Cash turn-
ing to Castillo in that moment.
That just can’t always account for

how the other side will fare.

Because that offense Cash de-
scribed — unrelenting, unfazed,
shoving pressure on the opponent
— is what the Astros have right
now. It’s what happens when
Springer, Altuve, Brantley, Correa
and Alex Bregman are the first
five hitters of an order. That’s
what the reeling Rays are up
against.

“Their lineup is fully capable of
having crooked-number innings,
and that’s what took place,” Cash
said. “It’s not an ideal feeling. It
certainly didn’t feel good.”

Valdez, to his credit, was the
pitcher Baker hoped for. He got
15 swings and misses with his
curveball. He threw it 52 times
while holding the Rays to three
hits. A fifth-inning strikeout had
Zunino snapping his bat over his
knee. In the sixth, after Kyle Tuck-
er homered off Rays rookie Shane
McClanahan, Yandy Diaz and Val-
dez exchanged shouts after Valdez
walked him and asked to appeal a
checked swing.

The umpires and Correa
stepped between them. The dra-
ma came and went. Valdez soon
induced a rally-killing double
play, yelled and glanced over his
shoulder at Diaz. The Rays, in that
moment,looked a few shades past
frustrated. The Astros were in
control.

jesse.dougherty @washpost.com
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With a run of birdies, Schaulfele takes (] Cup lead

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Xander Schauffele began his
second round by missing a four-
foot birdie putt. That was hardly a
sign of what was to follow Friday
in the CJ Cup at Shadow Creek in
North Las Vegas, Nev.

Schauffele made putts as short
asthree feet and aslong as 35 feet.
He chipped in from 20 feet. He
seemingly couldn’t miss during a
two-hour stretch when he made
seven birdies over eight holes, in-
cluding six in a row, for a career-
best 29 on the back nine.

His momentum slowed with
the pace of play, and he settled for
an 8-under-par 64 for a three-shot
lead over Tyrrell Hatton.

“Some of those holes, you're not
really trying to birdie them. You're
just trying to leave yourself an
uphill 35-footer. And fortunately, I
made a couple of them,”
Schauffele said. “It was a nice
stretch. Got a little bit stale there
on the other side. Pace of play
slowed down a lot, kind of hot,
easy to let the mind wander.

“UpsetIdidn’t make more bird-
ies, but pleased I didn’t make any

bogeys.”

Hewas at 14-under 130 and now
has the course record at Shadow
Creek, which is hosting the CJ Cup
for this year only because the nov-
el coronavirus pandemic made
travel to South Korea impractical.

Hatton, among six players who
were in England last week for the
European Tour’s flagship event,
was headed for a rocky finish
when he laid up into the rough on
the par-5 16th that led to a second
straight bogey. He rallied to close
with a pair of birdies for a 68.

Russell Henley (68) was an-
other shot back at 10-under 134.

Defending champion Justin
Thomas found some momentum
with six birdies — despite missing
two easy chances on par-5s — fora
66 and was eight shots behind at
the halfway point.

“I guess I played my way some-
what back into it,” he said before
turning to look at the scores on a
nearby monitor. “But Xander kind
of went off today, so that makesita

little harder.”

It wasn’t just Schauffele mak-

ing birdies.

He played alongside PGA

champion Collin Morikawa, who
shot a 65, and Viktor Hovland,
who had a 66. They were a com-
bined 21-under par, with a better-

ball score of 59.

¢ EUROPEAN TOUR: English
golfer Matt Wallace carded a 5-un-
der 67 at Fairmont St Andrews to
join Adrian Otaegui in the Scot-
tish Championship lead in Fife.

Wallace took advantage of fa-
vorable morning conditions by
making six birdies and a bogey to

reach 12 under.

He went into the clubhouse
with a two-shot lead, but over-
night leader Otaegui fought hard
inhis afternoon round, improving
his fortunes on his back nine.
There, the Spaniard made four
birdies and a bogey to follow up
his opening round of 62 with a 70.

Aaron Rai, the winner of the
Scottish Open two weeks ago,
made two eagles in his first six
holes and was one shot back.

¢ PGA TOUR CHAMPIONS:
The first round of the Dominion
Energy Charity Classic in Rich-
mond was postponed because of
rain.

The 54-hole tournament at the
Country Club of Virginia was to be
Phil Mickelson’s second start on
the tour. He won his debut on the
over-50 tour at Ozarks National in
August.

The tour planned to send play-
ers off from split tees Saturday
morning, and the second round
was set to begin Saturday after-
noon, with the goal of completing
the tournament Sunday.

Houston Open to allow fans

The Houston Open will allow
limited spectators next month at
Memorial Park, the first domestic
PGA Tour event to have fans since
the pandemic shut down golf for
three months March 13.

The tour said 2,000 tickets will
go on sale Wednesday through the
tournament’s website.

The Houston Open is Nov. 5-8,
one week before the Masters.

CHASE STEVENS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Xander Schauffele made seven birdies over eight holes Friday in the
CJ Cup at Shadow Creek to shoot a career-best 29 on the back nine.

SCOREBOARD

BASEBALL

PRO FOOTBALL

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

AUTO RACING

GOLF

MLB playoffs

NATIONAL LEAGUE DIVISION SERIES
Best of five

DODGERS ELIMINATED PADRES, 3-0
In Arlington, Tex.

Game 1: Los Angeles 5, San Diego 1
Game 2: Los Angeles 6, San Diego 5
Game 3: Los Angeles 12, San Diego 3

BRAVES ELIMINATED MARLINS, 3-0
In Houston

Game 1: Atlanta 9, Miami 5

Game 2: Atlanta 2, Miami 0

Game 3: Atlanta 7, Miami 0

AMERICAN LEAGUE DIVISION SERIES
Best of five

RAYS ELIMINATED YANKEES, 3-2
In San Diego

Game 1: New York 9, Tampa Bay 3
Game 2: Tampa Bay 7, New York 5
Game 3: Tampa Bay 8, New York 4
Game 4: New York 5, Tampa Bay 1
Game 5: Tampa Bay 2, New York 1

ASTROS ELIMINATED ATHLETICS, 3-1
In Los Angeles

Game 1: Houston 10, Oakland 5

Game 2: Houston 5, Oakland 2

Game 3: Oakland 9, Houston 7

Game 4: Houston 11, Oakland 6

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
Best of seven; x-If necessary

BRAVES LEAD DODGERS, 3-1

In Arlington, Tex.

Game 1: Atlanta 5, Los Angeles 1

Game 2: Atlanta 8, Los Angeles 7

Game 3: Los Angeles 15, Atlanta 3

Game 4: Atlanta 10, Los Angeles 2

Game 5: Los Angeles vs. Atlanta, Late
x-Saturday: Atlanta vs. Los Angeles, 4:38 (FS1)
x-Sunday: Atlanta vs. Los Angeles, 8:15 (Fox & FS1)

AMERICAN LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
Best of seven; x-If necessary

RAYS AND ASTROS TIED, 3-3

In San Diego

Game 1: Tampa Bay 2, Houston 1

Game 2: Tampa Bay 4, Houston 2

Game 3: Tampa Bay 5, Houston 2

Game 4: Houston 4, Tampa Bay 3

Game 5: Houston 4, Tampa Bay 3

Game 6: Houston 7, Tampa Bay 4

x-Saturday: Houston vs. Tampa Bay, 8:37 (TBS)

WORLD SERIES

In Arlington, Tex.

Best of seven; x-If necessary
Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday, Oct. 23

Saturday, Oct. 24

x-Sunday, Oct. 25
x-Tuesday, Oct. 27
x-Wednesday, Oct. 28

Today’s NL game
BRAVES VS. DODGERS, 4:38 (IF NECESSARY)

W-L ERA  TEAM
TBD - — —
TBD - - -
Today’s AL game
ASTROS VS. RAYS, 8:37

W-L ERA  TEAM
McCullers Jr. (R) 0-1 4.09 11
Morton (R) 2-0 0.90 2-0

SOCCER

MLS
EAST W L TPis GF GA
Toronto FC A1 2 5 38 29 17
Philadelphia. 10 3 5 35 32 16
Columbus.. 9 4 4 31 27 14
Orlando City.. 8 2 7 31 29 17
New England ... 7 4 7 28 20 16
New York City FC. 8 7 3 27 23 16
New York..... 7 8 3 24 21 22
Nashville SC 5 6 6 21 15 17
Montreal.. 6 10 2 20 27 35
Chicago 5 8 4 19 22 2
Atlanta.... 5 9 4 19 18 21
Inter Miami CF. 510 3 18 18 27
Cincinnati .... 4 10 4 16 10 28
D.C. United .. .2 10 6 12 15 32
WEST W L TPis GF GA
Seattle 9 4 3 30 35 17
Portland... 9 5 3 30 37 29
Sporting KC. 9 6 2 29 29 23
Los Angeles FC 7 7 3 24 39 33
FCDallas.......... 6 4 6 24 22 17
Minnesota United 6 5 5 23 26 21
San Jose.. 6 7 5 23 28 43
Vancouver 7 11 0 21 22 39
Real Salt La 5 7 6 21 24 29
Colorado... 5 4 4 19 25 20
Houston... 4 7 7 19 25 30
LA Galaxy W4 9 3 15 21 34
SATURDAY'S MATCHES

Sporting KC at Chicago, 3:30
Inter Miami CF at Montreal, 7

SUNDAY'S MATCHES

D.C. United at Cincinnati, 7:30
New York City FC at Columbus, 6
Orlando City at New York, 7
Atlanta at Toronto FC, 7:30
Houston at Minnesota, 8

Los Angeles FC at Portland, 10
Vancouver at LA Galaxy, 10:30
Seattle at San Jose, 10:30

Real Salt Lake at Colorado, ppd.

NWSL

W L TPts GF GA
Portland... 30 1 10 10 3
Houston... 31 0 9 12 7
Washington. 2 1 1 7 5 4
Sky Blue FC.. 2 2 0 6 6 7
Chicago..... i 2 1 4 7 7
North Carolina. 11 1 4 5 7
Utah.. 01 2 2 3 6
Orlan 02 1 1 2 5
Reign FC... L0 2 1 1 4 38
SATURDAY'S MATCHES

North Carolina at Orlando, 4
Utah at Reign FC, 8

Astros 7, Rays 4

HOUSTON
Springer cf-rf.
Altuve 2b....
Brantley dh.
Correass
Bregman
Tucker rf-If.
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. 4 6 0
LOB: Houston 10, Tampa Bay 6. 2B: Altuve (2), Correa
(1), Adames (2). HR: Tucker (1), off McClanahan; Mar-
got (2), off Scrubb; Margot (3), off Javier.
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-1); St Pressly (2). Inher-

ited runners-scored: Taylor 2-0, Castillo 2-2, Alvarado
2-0, Loup 3-0. WP: Snell. PB: Maldonado (0), Zunino

3(0). T: 4:01.

Braves 10, Dodgers 2

Late Thursday

LA.
Betts rf...
Seager ss
Turner 3b
Muncy 1b-2b ..
Pederson If.
Pollock ph-|
Bellinger cf.
Rios dh....
Hernandez 2b.
Beaty ph-1b
Barnes c..
Smith ph-c..
TOTALS

ATLANTA

Acuna Jr. xf.
Freeman 1b
Ozuna dh
d’Arnaud c...
Albies 2b
Swanson ss
Riley If-3b...
Camargo 3b
Markakis If.
Pache cf
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AVG
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2 3 2

000 106 12X — 10 14 0

E: Hernandez (1), Beaty (1). LOB: Los Angeles 5, Atlan-
ta 6. 2B: Turner (1), Freeman (1), Ozuna (2), Swanson
(2). HR: Rios (2), off Wilson; Ozuna (1), off Kershaw;

Ozuna (2), off Floro.

LA. P
Kershaw.
Graterol..
Gonzalez
Floro...
McGee

ATLANTA P
Wilson....

.6
Smith. .1
Martin ..
Matzek .1
Greene.... 1

WP: Wilson (1-0); LP: Kershaw (0-1). |
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ERA
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nherited run-

ners-scored: Graterol 1-1, Gonzalez 1-1, McGee 2-2,
Martin 3-1. T: 3:43. A: 11,044 (40,300).

TRANSACTIONS

MLB

Minnesota Twins: Signed RHP Eduardo Soriano to a

minor-league contract.

Chicago Cubs: Signed RHPs Joandy Duran, Yohan Crispin,
Waimer Fabian, Jose Lopez, Jose Romero, LHP Marino
Santy, OF Jerry Torres, INF Andrws Cruz, SS Leonel
Espinoza and C Jose Herrera to minor-league contracts.
Milwaukee Brewers: Signed RHP Edrian Robinson to a

minor-league contract.

San Francisco Giants: Signed RHP Jose Montilla to a

minor-league contract.
NFL

Carolina Panthers: Placed OL Tyler Larsen on the
reserve/COVID-19 list. Placed DE Yetur Gross-Matos on

injured reserve.

Chicago Bears: Signed DT Daniel McCullers to the
practice squad. Released DT Daniel McCullers. Activated
DL John Jenkins from injured reserve.
Cleveland Browns: Signed QB Kyle Lauletta to the

practice squad.

Detroit Lions: Placed TE Hunter Bryant on injured

reserve.

Miami Dolphins: Placed DL Davon Godchaux on injured

reserve.

New York Giants: Activated LB David Mayor from injured

reserve.

Philadelphia Eagles: Placed OL Matt Pryor on the

reserve/COVID-19 list.

Tennessee Titans: Activated FB Khari Blasingame from

the reserve/COVID-19 list.
NHL

New York Rangers: Agreed to terms with C Gabriel

Fontaine and D Darren Raddysh.

Ottawa Senators: Signed F Rudolfs Balcers to a one-

year, two-way contract.
MLS

MLS Disciplinary Committee: Fined D Ali Adnan from
Vancouver Whitecaps FC for simulation/embellishment
in a match against Los Angeles FC on Oct. 14. Dismissed
action against D Erik Duenas for yellow card incident in
match with Vancouver on Oct. 14.
Philadelphia Union: Agrees to transfer of M Brenden
Aaronson to FC Red Bull Salzburg (Champions League).

NFL

NFC

EAST L T PCT.
Dallas 3 0 .400
Philadelphia 31 .300
Washington 4 0 .200
N.Y. Giants .. 5 0 .000
SOUTH W L T PCT.
Carolina .3 2 0 .600
New Orleans .3 2 0 .600
Tampa Bay .3 2 0 .600
Atlanta .... .0 5 0 .000
NORTH L T PCT.
Green Bay 0 0 1.000
Chicago 10 .800
Detroit 3.0 .25
Minnesota 4 0 .200
WEST L T PCT.
Seattle ... 0 0 1.000
L.A. Rams 1 0 .800
Arizona 2 0 .600
San Fran 3 0 .400
AFC

EAST L T PCT.
Buffalo 10 .800
New Eng 2 0 500
Miami .. 3 0 .400
N.Y. Jets . 5 0 .000
SOUTH L T PCT.
Tennessee ... 0 0 1.000
Indianapolis 2 0 .600
Houston 4 0 .200
Jacksonv 4 0 .200
NORTH L T PCT.
Pittsburgh 0 0 1.000
Baltimore 1 0 .800
Cleveland 10 .800
Cincinnati 3 1 .300
WEST L T PCT.
Kansas City . 1 0 .800
Las Vegas 2 0 .600
Denver ..... 3.0 .250
L.A. Chargers 4 0 .200

WEEK 6

SUNDAY’S GAMES

Washington at N.Y. Giants (-2%), 1
Baltimore (+7%) at Philadelphia, 1
Houston at Tennessee (-3), 1
Cincinnati at Indianapolis (-8), 1
Atlanta at Minnesota (-4), 1
Chicago at Carolina (-1%), 1
Detroit (-3) at Jacksonville, 1
Cleveland at Pittsburgh (-3%), 1
Denver at New England (-9%), 1
N.Y. Jets at Miami (-9%), 4:05
Green Bay (+1) at Tampa Bay, 4:25
L.A. Rams (+3%) at San Francisco, 8:20

PF
163
113

81

PF
122

139
122

PF
152
105

132

PF
169
136
128
124

PF
139

136
75

PF
122
126
110
109

PF
118
149

102

PF
149
151

110

PA
180
145

133

PA
118

112
161

PA
101
100
127
152

PA
135

102
114

PA
142

113
161

BYES: L.A. Chargers, Las Vegas, New Orleans, Seattle

MONDAY'S GAMES

Kansas City at Buffalo (+3%), 5
Arizona at Dallas (+1%), 8:15

WEEK 7
THURSDAY’S GAME
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia, 8:20

SUNDAY, 0CT. 25

Dallas at Washington, 1

Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 1

Pittsburgh at Tennessee, 1

Green Bay at Houston, 1
Cleveland at Cincinnati, 1
Carolina at New Orleans, 1
Detroit at Atlanta, 1

Seattle at Arizona, 4:05

Kansas City at Denver, 4:25

San Francisco at New England, 4:25
Jacksonville at L.A. Chargers, 4:25
Tampa Bay at Las Vegas, 8:20

BYES: Baltimore, Indianapolis, Miami, Minnesota

MONDAY, 0CT. 26
Chicago at L.A. Rams, 8:15

NFC LEADERS

Entering Sunday’s games

Quarterbacks Att Com Yds
Prescott, Dal .. 222 151 1856
Wilson, Se 169 123 1502
Ryan, Atl.. 204 129 1472
Bridgewater, Car. 177 130 1460
Brady, TB. 196 126 1375
Goff, LAR. 109 1372
Brees, NO. 125 1331
K.Murray, 126 1299
Rushers

Cook, Min.

Gurley, Atl 4.7

Jones, GB. 5.8

Elliott, Dal 41

Jones, TB 49

Sanders, Phi 5.1

Drake, Ari. 37

K.Murray, Ari 72

Receivers Avg
Hopkins, Ari. 11.7
Metcalf, Sea 22.5
Anderson, Ca 13.6
Ridley, Atl 16.7
Lamb, Dal. 149
Cooper, Dal 10.9
Robinson, Chi 12.0
McLaurin, Was 14.2
AFCLEADERS

Entering Sunday’s games

Quarterbacks Att Com Yds
Allen, Buf. 189 131 1589
Mahomes, 193 123 1474
Watson, Hou 163 109 1451
Carr, Las... 175 128 1442
Minshew, Jac 196 137 1439

Fitzpatrick, Mia
Burrow, Ci
Rivers, Ind

Rushers

Jacobs, Las ..
Henry, Ten
Mixon, Cin
Hunt, CI
Edwards:
Chubb, Cle....
J.Robinson, Jac

Receivers
Diggs, Buf

Crowder, NYJ
Fuller, Hou
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NCAA
WEDNESDAY'S RESULT
SOUTH

Coastal Carolina 30, Louisiana 27

THURSDAY'S RESULT
SOUTHWEST

Arkansas State 59, Georgia State 52
FRIDAY'S GAMES

SOUTH

SMU 37, Tulane 34 (OT)

SOUTHWEST

BYU (4-0) at Houston (1-0), 9:30
SATURDAY'S GAMES

EAST

Liberty (4-0) at Syracuse (1-3), noon
South Florida (1-3) at Temple (0-1), noon
Kansas (0-3) at West Virginia (2-1), noon

SOUTH

Auburn (2-1) at South Carolina (1-2), noon
Clemson (4-0) at Georgia Tech (2-2), noon
Kentucky (1-2) at Tennessee (2-1), noon

Texas State (1-4) at South Alabama (1-2), noon
Pittsburgh (3-2) at Miami (3-1), noon

Navy (2-2) at East Carolina (1-2), noon

W. Kentucky (1-3) at UAB (3-1), 1:30
Jacksonville St. (1-1) at North Alabama (0-1), 2
UCF (2-1) at Memphis (1-1), 3:30

Duke (1-4) at N.C. State (3-1), 3:30

E. Kentucky (1-3) at Troy (2-1), 3:30

Texas A&M (2-1) at Mississippi State (1-2), 4
U-Mass. at Georgia Southern (2-1), 4

Virginia (1-2) at Wake Forest (1-2), 4

North Texas (1-3) at Middle Tennessee (1-4), 5
Marshall (3-0) at Louisiana Tech (3-1), 6

North Carolina (3-0) at Florida St. (1-3), 7:30
Boston College (3-1) at Virginia Tech (2-1), 8
Georgia (3-0) at Alabama (3-0), 8

FIU (0-2) at Charlotte (1-2), ppd.

MIDWEST

Louisville (1-3) at Notre Dame (3-0), 2:30
Cent. Arkansas (2-3) at Missouri State (0-2), 8

SOUTHWEST

Army (4-1) at UTSA (3-2), 1:30
Mississippi (1-2) at Arkansas (1-2), 3:30
Angelo State at Stephen F. Austin (1-3), 5
Southern Miss. (1-3) at UTEP (3-2), 7:30
Oklahoma State (3-0) at Baylor (1-1), ppd.

No. 17 SMU 37, Tulane 34 (OT)

SMU...... . 10 7 - 37
Tulane.. 7 10 - 34

FIRST QUARTER
Tulane: M.Jones 31 pass from Pratt (M.Glover kick),
11:32.

SMU: Gray 32 run (Naggar kick), 9:59.
SMU: FG Naggar 48, 5:32.

SECOND QUARTER

Tulane: Pratt 1 run (M.Glover kick), 6:26.
SMU: Rice 10 pass from Buechele (Naggar kick), 2:43.
Tulane: FG M.Glover 34, :44.

THIRD QUARTER

Tulane: Huderson 22 run (M.Glover kick), 11:38.
SMU: Bentley 2 run (Naggar kick), 10:26.
SMU: FG Naggar 33, 3:17.

FOURTH QUARTER

Tulane: Pratt 7 run (M.Glover kick), 12:59.
SMU: Gray 10 pass from Buechele (Naggar kick), 7:12.
Tulane: FG M.Glover 27, 1:30.

FIRST OVERTIME
SMU: FG Naggar 34, :00.

SMu TULANE
First downs 23
Rushes-yards.. 48-195
Passing ... 192
Comp-Att-Int.. 12-29-1
Return Yards . 70
Punts-Av: 6-47.7
Fumbles-Lost . 0-0
Penalties-Yard 11-86
Time of Possession 28:59
RUSHING
SMU: Bentley 25-94, Gray 1-32, Lavine 9-25, Buechele
8-(minus 9).

Tulane: Huderson 19-132, Pratt 16-26, P.Watts 2-13,
A.Jones 5-12, Carroll 6-12.

PASSING

SMU: Page 1-1-0-55, Buechele 23-37-0-384.
Tulane: Pratt 12-29-1-192.

RECEIVING

SMU: Rice 7-139, Gray 5-133, Page 4-101, Granson 4-61,
Bentley 3-(minus 1), T.Williams 1-6.

Tulane: D.Watts 3-56, P.Watts 3-51, M.Jones 2-38,
A.Jones 2-28, James 2-19.

MISSED FIELD GOALS
SMU: Naggar 45, Naggar 57.

TENNIS

ATP

ST. PETERSBURG OPEN

At Sibur Arena; St. Petersburg, Russia
Purse: $1,243,790
Surface: Hardcourt indoor

SINGLES — QUARTERFINALS
Andrey Rublev (3), Russia, def. Cameron Norrie, Britain,

Denis Shapovalov (2), Canada, def. Stan Wawrinka (5),
Switzerland, 6-4, 7-5.
Borna Coric (7), Croatia, def. Reilly Opelka, United
States, 7-6 (7-3), 6-3.
Milos Raonic (6), Canada, def. Karen Khachanov (4),
Russia, 6-1, 7-6 (7-1).

DOUBLES — SEMIFINALS

Jurgen Melzer, Austria, and Edouard Roger-Vasselin (2),
France, vs. Franko Skugor, Croatia, and Ben Mclachlan,
Japan, 3-6, 7-6 (7-4), 10-7.

SINGLES RANKINGS
Entering Saturday

1. Novak Djokovic, Serbia, 11740

2. Rafael Nadal, Spain, 9850

3. Dominic Thiem, Austria, 9125

4. Roger Federer, Switzerland, 6630

5. Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, 5925

6. Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 5890

7. Alexander Zverev, Germany, 4650

8. Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, 3180
9. Matteo Berrettini, Italy, 3075

10. Andrey Rublev, Russia, 2974

11. Gael Monfils, France, 2860

12. Denis Shapovalov, Canada, 2695
13. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, 2665
14. David Goffin, Belgium, 2555

15. Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, 2400
16. Fabio Fognini, Italy, 2400

NASCAR Xfinity Series

KANSAS LOTTERY 300
SATURDAY'S LINEUP

At Kansas Speedway; In Kansas City, Kan.

Race start: 7 p.m. Saturday
Lap length: 1.5 miles

(Car number in parentheses)

1. (9) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet.

2. (22) Austin Cindric, Ford.

3. (8) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet.

4. (10) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet.
5.(19) Brandon Jones, Toyota.

6. (98) Chase Briscoe, Ford.

7.(7) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet.

8. (39) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet.

9. (11) Justin Haley, Chevrolet.

10. (36) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet.

11. (1) Michael Annett, Chevrolet.
12. (18) Riley Herbst, Toyota.

13. (51) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet.
14. (0) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet.
15. (93) Myatt Snider, Chevrolet.
16. (68) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet.
17. (6) Ryan Vargas, Chevrolet.

18. (20) Harrison Burton, Toyota.
19.(08) Joe Graf, Jr., Chevrolet.

20. (4) B.J. McLeod, Chevrolet.
21.(07) David Starr, Chevrolet.

22. (44) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevrolet.
23.(92) Josh Williams, Chevrolet.
24. (5) Matt Mills, Toyota.

25. (21) Anthony Alfredo, Chevrolet.
26. (52) Kody Vanderwal, Chevrolet.
27.(02) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet.
28. (78) Vinnie Miller, Toyota.

29. (61) Austin Hill, Toyota.

30. (15) Jesse Little, Chevrolet.

31. (13) Timmy Hill, Toyota.
32.(74) Bayley Currey, Chevrolet.
33. (66) Stephen Leicht, Toyota.

34. (90) Dexter Bean, Chevrolet.
35.(99) Jesse lwuji, Chevrolet.

36. (47) Josh Reaume, Chevrolet.

NASCAR Truck Series

CLEAN HARBORS 200
SATURDAY'S LINEUP

At Kansas Speedway; In Kansas City, Kan.

Race start: 4 p.m. Saturday
Lap length: 1.5 miles

(Car number in parentheses)

1. (51) Chandler Smith, Toyota.
2.(99) Ben Rhodes, Ford.

3. (23) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet.

4. (2) Sheldon Creed, Chevrolet.

5. (88) Matt Crafton, Ford.

6. (98) Grant Enfinger, Ford.

7.(26) Tyler Ankrum, Chevrolet.

8. (16) Austin Hill, Toyota.

9.(21) Zane Smith, Chevrolet.

10. (4) Raphael Lessard, Toyota.
11. (45) Trevor Bayne, Chevrolet.
12. (19) Derek Kraus, Toyota.

13. (13) Johnny Sauter, Ford.

14. (18) Christian Eckes, Toyota.
15. (3) Jordan Anderson, Chevrolet.
16. (68) Clay Greenfield, Toyota.
17.(38) Todd Gilliland, Ford.
18.(22) Austin Wayne Self, Chevrolet.
19. (15) Tanner Gray, Ford.

20. (44) Colin Garrett, Chevrolet.
21. (40) Ryan Truex, Chevrolet.
22.(52) Timothy Peters, Toyota.
23.(02) Tate Fogleman, Chevrolet.
24. (30) Danny Bohn, Toyota.

25. (24) David Gravel, Chevrolet.
26. (6) Norm Benning, Chevrolet.
27.(10) Jennifer Jo Cobb, Chevrolet.
28. (56) Tyler Hill, Chevrolet.

29. (00) Josh Reaume, Toyota.

30. (33) Josh Bilicki, Toyota.

31. (20) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet.
32.(49) Tim Viens, Chevrolet.

33. (41) Dawson Cram, Chevrolet.
34, (17) Hailie Deegan, Ford.

35. (75) Parker Kligerman, Chevrolet.
36. (83) Ray Ciccarelli, Chevrolet.

NASCAR Cup Series

HOLLYWOOD CASINO 400
SUNDAY'S LINEUP

At Kansas Speedway; In Kansas City, Kan.

Race start: 2:30 p.m. Sunday
Lap length: 1.5 miles

(Car number in parentheses)

1. (9) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet.

2. (22) Joey Logano, Ford.

3. (1) Kurt Busch, Chevrolet.

4. (4) Kevin Harvick, Ford.

5.(19) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota.

6. (88) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet.
7. (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota.

8. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford.

9. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford.

10. (24) William Byron, Chevrolet.
11. (20) Erik Jones, Toyota.

12. (14) Clint Bowyer, Ford.

13. (41) Cole Custer, Ford.

14. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet.
15. (8) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet.
16. (10) Aric Almirola, Ford.
17.(3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet.
18. (21) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford.
19. (37) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet.
20. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota.

21. (17) Chris Buescher, Ford.
22.(95) Christopher Bell, Toyota.
23. (47) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Chevrolet.
24. (43) Bubba Wallace, Chevrolet.
25. (13) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet.

26. (34) Michael McDowell, Ford.
27.(96) Daniel Suarez, Toyota.

28. (6) Ryan Newman, Ford.

29. (32) Corey LaJoie, Ford.

30. (42) Matt Kenseth, Chevrolet.
31. (00) Quin Houff, Chevrolet.
32.(38) John Hunter Nemechek, Ford.
33. (53) James Davison, Ford.
34.(27) J) Yeley, Ford.

35. (15) Brennan Poole, Chevrolet.
36. (77) Reed Sorenson, Chevrolet.
37.(66) Timmy Hill, Toyota.

38. (51) Joey Gase, Ford.

39. (7) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet.

40. (49) Chad Finchum, Toyota.

POINTS LEADERS
Entering Sunday's race

1. Kevin Harvick, 4067.

2. Denny Hamlin, 4054.
3. Brad Keselowski, 4035.
4. Chase Elliott, 4027.

5. Joey Logano, 4022.

6. Martin Truex Jr, 4017.
7. Alex Bowman, 4009.

8. Kurt Busch, 4006.

9. Kyle Busch, 2187.

10. Austin Dillon, 2186.
11. Ryan Blaney, 2160.
12. William Byron, 2155.
13. Clint Bowyer, 2154.
14. Aric Almirola, 2143.
15. Matt DiBenedetto, 2131.
16. Cole Custer, 2123.

PGA Tour
cJcup

At Shadow Creek Golf Course; In Las Vegas
Purse: $9.75 million
Yardage: 7,527; Par: 72

SECOND ROUND

Xander Schauffele .
Tyrrell Hatton ...
Russell Henley
Talor Gooch ...
Jason Kokrak .
Collin Morikawa .
Matthew Fitzpatrick .
Lanto Griffin ......
Justin Thomas
Kevin Streelma
Tyler Duncan.......
Hideki Matsuyama

6664
6568
6668
7065
7066
7165
6968
7068
7266
6870
6771
7068

Harry Higgs .... 7267
lan Poulter . 6970
Billy Horschel 7070
Andrew Landry .. 7169
Jason Day .. 7070
JonRahm ... 6773
Joaquin Niemann 7268
Viktor Hovland .. 7566
Harris English 7566
Mark Hubbard 7071

7170
7170
7170
7171
7468
76 66
7468
7369
7468
6973

Daniel Berger .
Sebastian Mun
Sergio Garcia .
Brian Harman
Rickie Fowler .
Kevin Na ...
Brooks Koepka
Rory Mcllroy ..
Richy Werenski .
Abraham Ancer ..

Tom Hoge .. 7370
Carlos Ortiz 7271
Patrick Cantlay .. 7172
Hanbyeol Kim 7469
Cameron Champ 7469
Joel Dahmen .. 6875

6974
7073

Cameron Smith ..
Louis Oosthuizen

Bubba Watson 7469
Si Woo Kim 6974
Danny Lee .. 7172
Robby Shelton 7370
Ryan Palmer .. 6876
Adam Hadwin 7569
Marc Leishman .. 7371
Sung Kang ... 7371
Matt Kuchar 7668
Keegan Bradley .. 7570
Nick Taylor ..... 7174
Dylan Frittelli 7472
Shane Lowry .. 7274
Justin Rose .... 7472

7373
7571

Byeong Hun An ..
Joohyung Kim

Jim Herman 7869
Sungjae Im ..... 7869
Seonghyeon Kim 7770
Corey Conners 7770
Gary Woodland .. 7375
Kevin Kisner .. 7771
J.T. Poston ..... 7870
Mackenzie Hug 7375
Scottie Scheffler ... 7177
Tommy Fleetwood . 7771
Jordan Spieth 7474
Tae Hee Lee 7575
Alex Noren . 7773
Adam Long .. 7872
Brendon Todd 7773

7971
7873
7577
7577
7379
7776
8073

Jeongwoo Ham ..
Kyoung-Hoon Lee ..
Paul Casey ...
Michael Thomp:
Brendan Steele ..
Jaekyeong Lee ...
Matthew Wolff .

European Tour
SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP

— 130 -14
— 133 -11
— 134 -10
- 135 -9
—136 -8
—136 -8
- 137 -7
— 138 -6
— 138 -6
— 138 -6
— 138 -6
— 138 -6
-139 -5
—-139 -5
— 140 -4
— 140 -4
— 140 -4
— 140 -4
— 140 -4
— 141 -3
—141 -3
— 141 -3
— 141 3
—141 3
—141 3
—142 -2
—142 -2
—142 -2
—142 -2
—142 2
—142 -2
—142 -2
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
—143 -1
— 144 E
— 144 E
— 144 E
— 144 E
— 144 E
— 145 +1
— 145 +1
— 146 +2
— 146 +2
— 146 +2
— 146 +2
— 146 +2
— 147 +3
— 147 +3
— 147 +3
— 147 +3
— 148 +4
— 148 +4
— 148 +4
— 148 +4
— 148 +4
— 148 +4
— 148 +4
— 150 +6
— 150 +6
— 150 +6
— 150 +6
— 150 +6
— 151 +7
— 152 +8
— 152 +8
— 152 +8
— 153 +9
— 153 +9

At Fairmont St. Andrews; In St. Andrews, Scotland

Purse: $1.2 million
Yardage: 7,230; Par: 72

SECOND ROUND

Matt Wallace, England..
Adrian Otaegui, Spain
Aaron Rai, England
Adrien Saddier, Fran
Padraig Harrington, Ire
Paul Waring, England.....
Garrick Porteous, England.
Marc Warren, Scotland..

Sean Crocker, United States .
J. Caldwell, Northern Ireland.
Kristoffer Reitan, Norway.
Bryce Easton, South Africa
Chris Paisley, England ...

Brandon Stone, South Africa
Lee Westwood, England....
Matthew Southgate, Britain.
Dave Coupland, England
Marcus Armitage, Englan:
Martin Simonsen, Denmark
Ashun Wuy, China.......

Daniel Gavins, Englan
Eddie Pepperell, England
Craig Howie, Scotland
Adrian Meronk, Poland
Justin Harding, South Africa.
Gregory Havret, France.
Ewen Ferguson, Scotland
Matthew Jordan, England .
Philip Eriksson, Sweden
Jamie Donaldson, Wales
Gonzalo Fdez-Castano, Sp
David Law, Scotland...........
Justin Walters, South Africa
Oliver Farr, Wales...
S. Soderberg, Sweden
Oliver Wilson, England
Damien Perrier, Franc
Connor Syme, Scotland .
Wil Besseling, Netherlands
David Drysdale, Scotland
Ben Stow, England .....
Pedro Figueiredo, Portugal
Ben Evans, England .......
James Morrison, Englan
Renato Paratore, Italy
Alexander Levy, France .
D. Van Driel, Netherland:
Ashley Chesters, Englan
Lorenzo Scalise, Italy ...
Benjamin Poke, Denmark
Hurly Long, Germany .
Richie Ramsay, Scotland
Zach Murray, Australia..
Lars Van Meijel, Netherlands
Ricardo Santos, Portugal
Calum Hill, Scotland ...
Scott Jamieson, Scotla
Joel Stalter, France ...
Robin Petersson, Swedel
Matthew Baldwin, England
Sam Horsfield, England.
Steven Tiley, England
Shubhankar Sharma, India
Marcel Schneider, Germany
Jens Fahrbring, Sweden
Tom Gandy, Isle of Man.
Joel Sjoholm, Sweden
Daniel Young, Scotland .
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EZ

the local expert

on local jobs

washingtonpost.com/
recruit

homes for sale,

washingtonpost.com/

realestate

For Recruitment advertisements, go to
washingtonpost.com/recruit or call
202-334-4100 (toll free 1-800-765-3675)

Newspaper Delivery Carriers
are needed to deliver

The Washington Post

in the following areas:
Routes in N.E. areas of D.C.

Contact Ms. Perkins
240-425-2437

Excellent part-time income!

Reliable transportation required.

Business and Financial

[ o

Opportunities

/Services

Business Business
1384 Opportunity 1384 Opportunity
Services Services
Easy, No Nonsense Residual
Cashflow!

Does increasing your future
Easswely sound good to you?
What would receiving $500 to
$1000 a day for simply
Returning phone calls mean to

you and your family?
No products to buy or sell.
No cold calls.

You must have an
entrepreneurial mindset.

Serious enquiries only please.
https://www.financial
freedomsites.com/907377
443-467-5104 - cell phone

Recipe finder

Search our database of tested
recipes by ingredient or name.

wpost.com/recipes

S0316 1ex1.5

commercial real estate

washingtonpostads.com or call 202-334-6200

Non-commercial advertisers can now place ads 24/7 by calling 202-334-6200

C JoBS | C JoBS

Newspaper Carriers
needed to deliver

The Washington Post

D.C., MD and VA area

Excellent part-time income
opportunity!
Transportation required.

To apply, go to
deliverthepost.com

1408 Antiques & Classics

WANTED VINTAGE SPORTS CARS &
CLASSICS - Especially Mercedes,
Porsche, Jaguar. Highest prices paid
for the very best examples.
Call Bob 703-966-0122

1490 Sports Uti-lity Vehicles

CHEVY ‘05 Equinox AWD 3 in Stk,
Lthr, Roof, Pre-Strike Prices Starting
@$17,777.
dudleymartin.com  888-634-9211

TOYOTA 1997 RAV4 - Black, good
condition, new tires & battery,
engine need work, great commuter,
98k miles. $750. Call 240-462-7983

R Legal Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY
LIQUIDATING RECEIVER
Gray & Associates, LLC,
Liquidating Receiver for
CVC USA Corporation
401 Headquarters Drive,

Suite 205
Millersville, MD 21108

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED
IN THE RECEIVERSHIP ESTATE
OF CVC USA CORPORATION,
THE RECEIVERSHIP DEBTOR.

Notice is given that with respect
to CVC USA CORPORATION,
which has a business address
of 12800 Bay Hill Dr, Beltsville,
Maryland 20705, and is in the
business of operating a golf and
social club at that address, that
the Circuit Court of Montgomery
County, Maryland, in the case
styled Woori' America Bank and
Cross Creek Club Homeowners
Association, Inc. v. CVC USA Cor-
poration (Civil No. 454649-V) has
appointed Gray & Associates,
LLC, which has a business

address of 401 Headquarters

Drive, Suite 205, Millersville, MD
21108, as Liquidating Receiver
for CVC USA Corporation.

All persons having claims against
for CVC USA Corporation should
file them, under oath, with the
Clerk of the Circuit Court and
the Liquidating Receiver at the
addresses below not later than
120 days from the date this
Notice was issued.

Gray & Associates, LLC

401 Headquarters Drive,
Suite 205

Millersville, Maryland 21108

Clerk of the Court

Circuit Court for
Montgomery County

50 Maryland Avenue
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Unless the court orders other-
wise, a claim that is not submit-
ted within the appropriate time
period is not entitled to a dis-
tribution from the receivership
property. A claim submitted by a
creditor under this section shall:
(1) State the name and address
of the creditor;

(2) State the amount and basis of
the creditor's claim; .
(3) Identify any property securing
the creditor's claim;

(4) Be signed by the creditor
under penalty of perjury; and

(5) Include a copy of any record
on which the creditor's claim is
based.

rentals

Apartmentshowcase.com

merchandise, garage
sales, auctions, tickets

washingtonpost.com/
merchandise

To place an ad, go to

MARYLAND

Roommates

nCA nCAl

BOWIE - Share furn house, Master
room for 1, pref M. Internet, near
shops, Sat TV, kit/laundry privs, conv.
Avail_now. $700/mo. 240-687-1519

CAPITAL HEIGHTS - House to share.
Close to shopping & Metro.
$175 & up each Friday. 240-840-6308

602

MONTGOMERY CO. ANIMAL SHELTER
If you have lost an animal in the
Washington Metro area: Please call
the Montgomery Co. Animal Shelter

at240-773-5960 or online for found
animals at www.mchumane.org

B Dogs for Sale

BEAGLE PUPS Pure bred, tri
colored, male, female, S&W, 8
weeks, $500 540-645-1962

CAPITAL HEIGHTS - Lg furn room in
SFH for 1 person, near metro, kitch
privs. NS/NP. $160/wk, utils inc.
240-392-5094

Fort Washington, MD - Near Nat'l
Harbor. Private bedrm, bath. All util,
cable & int incl. VETS WELCOME.
Starts at $875/m 703-362-0505

SUITLAND- Shr SFH. Fully furn room
w/ fridge, microwave, CATV & wire-
less internet. $150/wk. 301-310-5663
e —————————————————

& Collectibles

SMALL COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
FOR COINS/COLLECTIONS.

Call Al, 301-807-3266.
Will Come to you!!!

237
wood
Seasonal Firewood Treework avail
All hardwood, $250 for 1 cord. Call
for estimate. 703-357-2180

K& Verchandise Wanted

Always buying good used
furniture. We pick up.
DC, MD, VA. 301-336-2988

& Estate Sales

4017 JUSTINE DR, ANNANDALE, VA
Frozen in Time Estate Sale!
DIR: Gallows Rd, Justine Dr.

Sat 9-3;Sun 9-1.

WwWWw.FOURSALES.com
Need a Quality Sale? 703-256-8300

Reston, VA - Full House Sale.
Fri, Sat & Sun 10-3
2100 South Bay Lane. See pictures at
www.caringtransitionsnova.com

FAIRFAX CO. ANIMAL SERVICES
If you have lost an animal in the
Fairfax County/Washington Metro
area: Please call the Fairfax Co.
Animal Shelter at 703-830-1100 or
p oonline for found animals at

air Y.

HOWARD CO. ANIMAL CONTROL
If you have lost an animal in the
Howard County/Washington Metro

area: Please call Howard Co.

Animal Control at 410-313-2780

HAVANESE - Female, AKC papers,
all immunizations. Born 6/2/20. Par-
tially crate trained. Great for agility
training. $900. Call 703-220-9812

MINI BERNEDOODLES - 3 females.
Tri-color. Ready to go. Champion
lines. $4,800. 717-823-8512
www.hilltopheritagemtndogs.com

PUPPIES - Miniature Poodles, Pomera-
nians, Shih-Poos, Snorkies, Terriers.
Starting at $695. Open house Fri
10/16 & Sat 10/17. 154 Octorara Trail,
Gap PA. 717-947-0954

PUG PUPPIES - CKC, Fawns. M/F,
Shots, wormed, vet checked.
Irresistibly cute. Ready now.
$1800. Call 540-879-9492

SCHNAUZER MIX - Shots & wormed,
low shed, approx 25Ibs full grown.
8 weeks old. $250. Call 301-672-
1072 or 434-277-8108

Home delivery starts
your day off right.

1-800-753-POST

SF|

Home delivery
is convenient.

1-800-753-POST

SF

Take The Post
for a bike ride.
wpost.com/podcasts

If only you had home delivery.
1-800-753-POST s

=l Explore cuisines
Ll wpost.com/recipes
S031610x25

5'\ Take The Post for a run.
wpost.com/podcasts
64 10625

pets

dogs, cats, birds, fish

washingtonpost.com/

A
)
\”.:,

Trustee Sales
202-334-5782

mypublicnotices.com/

washingtonpost/
PublicNotice.asp

Legal Notices: 202-334-7007

Washington Post newsletters
deliver more of what you're looking for.

Discover and subscribe for free at
washingtonpost.com/newsletters

50114 2x6.2

5

Auctions, Estate Sales, Furniture: 202-334-7029
Biz Ops/Services: 202-334-5787

heels
or
boots?

Stay one step ahead
of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

wpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

@capitalweather

S0141 2x5.25

umbrella or sunscreen?

Stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

@capitalweather

S0141 12x10.5
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In NW D.C., alfordability, diversity and ‘the desire to be helplul’

Residents cite a strong spirit of community in a historic neighborhood that has reflected the city’s racial shifts over the decades

BY NINA ZAFAR

Linda Crichlow White was an
infant when her parents bought
a house in the 500 block of
Randolph Street in the North-
west Washington neighborhood
of Petworth in 1948. The Whites,
who came from nearby LeDroit
Park, wanted their daughter to
grow up with more space to
play.

They were one of the first
Black families on their block,
moving into an area where re-
strictive covenants against Black
homeownership had just been
lifted that year.

Though they were moving into
a predominantly White neigh-
borhood, Crichlow White says
the community feel in Petworth
was apparent from the start.

“We all ran up and down the
street together, the children. The
people on our block were very
nice. The daughters of the family
next door would babysit me, and
their mother would take me
along to see their performances
at school.”

Petworth is one of the city’s
largest neighborhoods. Its name
derives from an estate owned by
John Tayloe III, a plantation
owner and military officer who
died in 1828. The estate was sold
by his heirs for development,
combined with other land and
subdivided in 1887 to create the
neighborhood.

The demographic flipped from
majority-White to majority-
Black by the mid-1950s and re-
mained that way until the early
2000s. Petworth attracted a wave
of new residents after Metro
service was extended to the
neighborhood in 1999.

Today, it’s one of the most
diverse neighborhoods in the
city, with residents of varying
ages, races and socioeconomic
backgrounds. Petworth homes
are comparatively more afford-
able than nearby areas, while
boasting a residential feel with
backyards, an active front-
porch culture and a bustling
commercial district on Upshur
Street.

Family business: Matt Krimm
co-owns Cinder BBQ, one of
several restaurants on the Up-
shur strip that have made Pet-
worth a dining destination in the
city. He says Cinder has become a
neighborhood spot in the year
since it’s opened, but the corona-
virus pandemic has reinforced
that feeling.

“When covid hit and we were
forced to close, the neighbor-
hood came out in droves and
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PHOTOS BY AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

FROM TOP: Rowhouses near Sherman Circle in Petworth. Jeremy
Foster with his 1-year-old son Wren at the Powell Elementary
School playground. Inaam Avant pitches in a softball game at the
Upshur Recreation Center. Among Petworth’s community events
are a weekly community market and the Petworth Jazz Project,
which showcases local jazz talent in monthly shows.

“It’s a family neighborhood, so that drives that
sense of community and support.”

Matt Krimm, co-owner of Cinder BBQ on the Upshur commercial strip

S

Detail

Petworth. AVt

GEORGIA AVE-

PETWORTH m

White
House
1 MILE
Source: Maps4News/HERE
MEGHAN KELLY FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

supported us. It’s a family neigh-
borhood, so that drives that
sense of community and support.
People know us and each other
because they’re out walking their
dogs and with their kids and you
start to see familiar faces,”
Krimm says.

It’s the residents’ investment
in their community that makes
Petworth a great place to live.
The resident-run Petworth com-
munity market at Ninth and
Upshur streets happens every
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
from May through November. In
addition to vendors, the market
hosts musicians, artists and local
organizations throughout the
season.

The Petworth Jazz Project
showcases the best in local jazz
talent, with shows typically tak-
ing place on the last Saturday of
the month in May through Sep-
tember. Residents also organize
a free neighborhood festival ev-
ery September, Celebrate Pet-
worth, which highlights the cre-
ativity and diversity of the neigh-
borhood through music, story-
telling, food and kids’ activities
(both the Jazz Project and Cel-
ebrate Petworth were canceled
this year due to the pandemic).
The neighborhood even has its
own local news blog, Petworth
News, run by Drew Schneider,
which has garnered a following
upward of 34,000 readers a
month.

President Abraham Lincoln’s
former summer home still sits at
the eastern edge of Petworth — it
was his retreat from 1862 to
1864, at the height of the Civil

War, and where he wrote the
Emancipation Proclamation. It
now operates as a private mu-
seum and nonprofit organization
on the grounds of the Armed
Forces Retirement Home, which
sponsors local events with a
dedicated group of volunteers,
Friends of the Soldiers Home.

Residents say they feel lucky
to live in such an inclusive and
supportive community.

“It’s the neighbors that make it
a neighborhood. The diversity of
thought, the positivity, the desire
to be helpful is really strong in
Petworth,” says Schneider, who
moved to the area from Dupont
Circle 15 years ago.

“It’s why I've stayed here. I
like the people I live around.
It’s like when you work at a job
and the people you work with
have a major impact on your
enjoyment. You feel raised up
by those people. Of course,
there’s amenities — the restau-
rants, the shopping, walking to
a supermarket — that’s all
great. That’s city living and I
had that in Dupont, but I left it
because I didn’t have a sense of
community. Here I have that
and it’s the most striking fea-
ture for me.”

Living there: Petworth is
roughly bounded by Arkansas
Avenue on the west, Spring Road
and Rock Creek Park on the
south, Rock Creek Park and New
Hampshire Avenue on the east
and Hamilton Street to the
north.

According to Long & Foster
agent John Coplen, 58 homes
have sold in Petworth in the past
six months, ranging from a two-
bedroom, one-bathroom town-
house for $300,000 to a six-bed-
room, 4%-bathroom rowhouse
that sold for just over $1.3 mil-
lion.

There are 44 homes for sale,
ranging from a one-bedroom,
one-bathroom condo for
$295,000 to a free-standing four-
bedroom, two-bathroom home
listed at almost $1.8 million.

Schools: Barnard and Powell
elementary, MacFarland Middle
School and Roosevelt High
School.

Transit: The Georgia Avenue-
Petworth Metro Station is at the
southern tip of the neighbor-
hood, on the Green and Yellow
lines. Several bus routes also
serve the area. The neighbor-
hood is intersected by two major
thoroughfares, New Hampshire
and Georgia avenues, which pro-
vide easy access to other areas of
the city.

nina.zafar @washpost.com
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Quiet living near Baltimore airport, shopping

BY SCOTT SOWERS

Home buyers looking for a new commu-
nity near Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional Marshall Airport, with shopping
options provided by Arundel Mills, might
want to take a look at the Ridge, a new
enclave of townhouses being built by Beaz-
er Homes.

The community is less than five miles
from BWI and three miles north of the
mall, which is next to the Maryland Live
casino.

The Ridge has been under construction
since July with 210 houses scheduled to be
built. Of those, 24 have already been sold,
12 are finished and 11 are under construc-
tion. Although transit options abound near
the community in terms of rail, air and
auto, Chance Hall, vice president of sales at
Beazer, said buyers in the community like
that it is “quietly tucked away yet still
convenient to many dining, shopping and
entertainment options.”

The community is designed to be kid-
friendly as it will offer two “tot-lot” play
areas, one of which is already complete.
Open space and walking trails are also
planned with access to the 1215-mile BWI
bike trail that encircles the airport and
Patapsco Valley State Park. The community
boasts wooded homesites overlooking ar-
eas of mature trees.

Personalization: The new Beazer devel-
opment provides a number of options for
its townhouses, starting with a choice of
exterior facades that includes brick, stone
and layouts built around a bay window. Out
back, customers can add a deck to expand
entertainment possibilities. Garages come
standard with all the townhouses and
buyers can swap garage space for a back-

THE RIDGE
1904 Red Jasper Rd., Hanover, Md.

A total of 210 townhouses are scheduled to
be built. Since the community opened in July,
12 have been completed, 11 are under
construction and 24 have been sold. Prices
range from $399,990 for a three-story, 1,863-
square-foot townhouse to $440,990 for a
three-story, 2,189-square-foot townhouse.

Builder: Beazer

Features: Dual media electrical outlets are
provided in the family room, bedrooms and
office. Kitchens feature maple wall cabinets,
granite countertops, stainless-steel
appliances and LED lighting. Bathrooms offer
dual-bowl vanities, quartz vanity tops,
ceramic tile flooring and tub surround.
Owner’s suites have a walk-in closet and
ventilated shelving. All the residences
include finished basements. Fourth-floor lofts
and roof decks can also be added as options.
Bedrooms/bathrooms: 3t04/3to 5
Square footage: 1,863 t0 2,213

Contact: The model home can be viewed
Monday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Call 410-630-6996 for more information. No
appointment is necessary, but a limited
number of people are allowed in the model at
onetime.

yard.

“Two-car garage townhomes do not cost
more,” Hall said. “For some, a two-car
garage is a must. However, other home
buyers prefer a backyard.” All the town-
houses include finished basements/lower
level. Fourth-floor lofts and roof decks can
also be added for additional expense.

Floor plan choices provide buyers with
more ways to personalize their space.

“All townhomes at the Ridge offer three
bedrooms and 2% bathrooms on three
finished levels,” Hall said. “Customers can
choose floor plans with as many as four

T

bedrooms and three full bathrooms with
two half bathrooms.” Kitchens are avail-
able with islands or configured for eating
in, which leaves space for a dining table.
Even though the community is fairly
new, Hall is already figuring out that
buyers are attracted to flexibility. “Buyers
love the open layouts of the floor plans,” he
said. “They love the ability to personalize
their home by choosing from two different
kitchen and primary bath options at no
additional cost. Customers can personalize
their home at our state-of-the-art design
studio where they can pick and choose

T

PHOTOS BY HOMEVISIT

TOP: In the
Ridge, the
Potomac floor
plan features a
gourmet
Kkitchen with a
center island
and a large
peninsula.
LEFT: The
development
offers exteriors
with brick,
stone and
siding. Owners
can personalize
their houses in
many ways.

upgrades, colors and other options to make
their home uniquely theirs.”
Schools: North County High, Lindale
Middle and Linthicum Elementary.
Transit: The Ridge is bordered by the
Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Route
195 accessed via Ridge Road. The commu-
nity is less than five miles from BWI. It’s
less than two miles from the BWI-RAC
Shuttle Service that provides access to
rental cars. The Ridge is about three miles
from the BWI Airport Rail Station, which is
served by Amtrak and MARC trains.
realestate @washpost.com
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Another record low for 30-year rate is good economic news

BY MICHELE LERNER

The rate on the popular 30-year
mortgage hit a record low, accord-
ing to a Freddie Mac survey re-
leased Thursday, providing a
bright spot in the economy by
continuing to offer consumers
more incentive to buy a home.

The average for a 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage dropped to 2.81 per-
cent from 2.87 percent with an
average 0.6 point. (A point is a fee
borrowers pay, usually 1 percent of
the loan, to get a better rate.) The
average rate, the lowest since
Freddie Mac began conducting
the survey in 1971, is well below
the 3.69 percent level a year ago.

The 15-year fixed-rate average
slid to 2.35 percent from 2.37 per-
cent, with an average 0.5 point. The
five-year adjustable-rate average of
2.90 percent, with an average 0.2
point, was up from the 2.89 percent
of the previous week. The 15-year
rate was 3.15 percent and the five-
year was 3.35 percent a year ago.

“Im actually surprised by this
good news for buyers that mortgage
rates dropped even further this
week. I thought we had hit the low-

est possible rate before,” said Law-
rence Yun, chief economist for the
National Association of Realtors.

“Investors are perceiving mort-
gages as a safe investment, as safe
as U.S bonds,” he said. “Investors
see little risk in the housing mar-
ketand ininvesting in mortgages.”

Mortgage rates have been at
historically low levels since
March, when the Federal Reserve
started purchasing mortgage-
backed securities (MBSs), bun-
dled mortgages sold to investors.
The action was meant to provide
more credit in the market and has
resulted in a three-quarters of a
percent drop since spring. The Fed
has said it would keep that policy
in place at least until 2023, almost
guaranteeing that rates will re-
main low for the long-term.

“Low mortgage rates have be-
come a regular occurrence in the
current environment,” Sam Khater,
Freddie Mac’s chief economist, said
in a statement. “As we hit yet an-
other record low, the tenth record
this year, many people are benefit-
ting as refinance activity remains
strong. However, it’s important to
remember that not all people are

Weekly averages for

popular mortgage types
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able to take advantage of low rates
given the effects of the pandemic.”
For borrowers, the difference in
the 30-year fixed-rate this week
compared with this same time last
yearis asavings of as much as $190
per month on a $400,000 loan.
“One negative of these low rates
for buyers is that they are contrib-
uting to rising home prices,” Yun

said. “One solution for buyers look-
ing for affordability is to move far-
ther away from the city where they
can find lower prices and still ben-
efit from lower rates. That’s easier
for people who can work from
home and don’t need to commute.”

The averages are generated from
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage
Market Survey, which gauges the
rates that about 80 lenders nation-
wide offer buyers between Monday
and Wednesday every week. The
survey covers rates on convention-
al home loans for borrowers who
make a 20 percent down payment
and have excellent credit.

Rates are largely determined by
investors in mortgage bonds re-
sponding to a range of factors,
including Federal Reserve pol-
icies, the stock market and the
yield on 10-year Treasury notes, as
well as uncertainty about the No-
vember election and the coronavi-
rus. Lenders also factor in the vol-
ume of applications they receive a
given week, fees they are charged
by Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae,
and a borrower’s credit score.

“Lenders can have flexibility on
their rates and use their own dis-

cretion to adjust for risk, expense,
or a conscious decision to be more
or less price aggressive in the mar-
ketplace,” Nicholas LaClair, a pric-
ing analyst and head of the lock
desk at Embrace Home Loans in
Portsmouth, R.I., said in an email.

Meanwhile, the number of peo-
ple seeking mortgages dropped
slightly last week, according to the
Mortgage Bankers Association.

The market composite index,
which measures the total number
of applications, fell 0.3 percent.
The purchase index decreased 1
percent but was 24 percent higher
than a year ago. The refinance
index fell 0.3 percent from a week
earlier and was 44 percent higher
than a year ago.

“Refinance and purchase activi-
ty continue to run well ahead of last
year’s pace, fueled by record-low
rates and strong homebuyer de-
mand,” Joel Kan, the association’s
associate vice president of eco-
nomic and industry forecasting,
said in a statement. “Housing sup-
plyis a challenge for many aspiring
buyers, but activity should contin-
uetostaystrongtherestoftheyear.”

realestate @washpost.com
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KENT $12,950,000
3131 Chain Bridge Rd. NW, Washington, DC
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HRL Partners
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REPRESENTING THE CAPITAL REGION
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All'set for more fun times, [riendly gathering

BY MICHELE LERNER

All it took for the buyer of one
Bradley Hills estate to choose her
new home was a step into the
foyer.

“My client’s husband was in
Canada on business, and when
she walked into the foyer of the
house on Goldsboro, she said,
‘Thisis it, ” said Muffin Lynham, a
real estate agent with Washington
Fine Properties. “She left a check
for a good-faith deposit and a note
for the sellers explaining that she
would FedEx the contract for her
husband to sign. This was in 1998,
before we all had DocuSign.”

The house at 5321 Goldsboro
Rd. in Bethesda matched every
priority for the buyers back in
1998, including a location with an
easy trip to downtown D.C. and
Reagan National Airport, plus
plenty of space for the young fam-
ily to play outside and indoors.

For 22 years, the property has
been a Bradley Hills “it” house for
friendly gatherings of young peo-
ple and adults, Lynham said. Now
that their children are finishing
college and grad school, the own-
ers are ready to turn it over to
another family to enjoy.

“They really shared this house
with the entire community,” Lyn-
ham said. “They’re philanthropic
and offered their home constantly
for fundraisers for their children’s
schools and other nonprofit
groups, for political fundraisers
for both sides of the aisle, for
book-signing parties and for their
children’s sports teams to gather.”

The 1.11-acre lot has space for a
full-size tent for large fundraisers,
and the grounds include a swim-
ming pool, outdoor heaters, pro-
fessional landscaping and light-
ing, and a pavilion with a fire-
place. Bridal showers and gradua-
tion lunches have been held
poolside, Lynham said.

In 2017, the owners decided
that the house, which was built in
1992, needed renovation, Lynham
said.

“They hired the ‘dream team’ of
Jim Gibson of Gibson Builders,
whose homes are legendary in this
area, Ankie Barnes of BarnesVan-
ze Architects, and Guy Morgan
from DCA Landscape Architects,’
Lynham said. “They moved out of
the house for a complete top-to-
bottom renovation, including the
kitchen and every bathroom, and
brought the house to 21st-century
standards with smart electronics.”

The house has a plaque that
identifies this project as Gibson’s
last renovation before he died in
December 2017.

The renovation created addi-
tional spaces for entertaining in
the 10,338-square-foot house. On

—_— - - -
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ABOVE: The house at 5321 Goldsboro Rd. in Bethesda had a major renovation in 2017. BELOW: The swimming pool and pavilion.

the first floor, an expansive thea-
ter room provides a venue for
Super Bowl and New Year’s Eve
parties and election night gather-
ings. The main level also has a
formal living room with a fire-
place, a formal dining room, a
study and a two-story family room
that overlooks the pool. A bar is
between the family room and the
theater room.

In addition to a breakfast room
and the Kkitchen, both of which

overlook the pool, the main level
has a catering kitchen built into
the three-car garage, a mudroom,
a full bathroom for pool guests
and a powder room.

The lower level showcases the
house’s “365 days of fun” atmos-
phere, Lynham said.

“The owners kept this exquisite
Bavarian-inspired bar that the
original owners designed,” Lyn-
ham said. “They added a club-
room next to the wine cellar, and

there are fun places for all ages
like the billiard room, a TV room
and a wine-tasting room.”

The pool pavilion includes a
weatherproof TV for enjoying
sports events outside.

For long-term guests, there’s a
bedroom suite on the upper floor
with a wet bar and a refrigerator, a
desk built into abay window and a
sitting area. Space above the ga-
rage can function as an in-law or
guest suite or a home office.

5321 GOLDSBORO RD.,
BETHESDA

$5.95 million

Features: The house has three
finished levels with six bedrooms,
nine bathrooms, three fireplaces
and extensive spaces for
entertaining, including a first-floor
theater room, a two-story family
room, a formal living room and a
formal dining room. The lower level
includes a wine-tasting room, a
wine cellar, a bar, a lounge, a
billiards room and a sitting room.
The grounds include a swimming
pool, a pavilion, space for a full-size
tent for entertaining, and a three-
car garage with a catering kitchen.

Square-footage: Approximately
10,340.

Lot size: 1.11 acres

Listing agent: Muffin Lynham,
Washington Fine Properties

The 2017 renovation trans-
formed the interior of the house
with a neutral palette and his-
and-hers bathrooms in the pri-
mary suite.

“Part of the gentleman’s dress-
ing room can be locked off as a
secure room in an emergency,
Lynham said.

Other upgrades include a
whole-house generator and 15 se-
curity cameras.

realestate @washpost.com



Market Insight

Resilient D.C.-area housing industry exhibits robust sales

BY JON COILE

After a temporary pause in the
spring from the coronavirus pan-
demic, the housing market na-
tionwide is in particularly good
shape because demand remains
high and mortgage rates are phe-
nomenally low. The housing
shortage will keep competition
heated and prices firm.

The Washington region, widely
regarded as a recession-resistant
economy, thanks to jobs tied to
the federal government and the
tech industry, has seen a strong
resurgence since May.

Spring market converted to
summer market

The housing market, particu-
larly in the Washington, D.C,,
region, was on track for a robust
spring. In the first half of March,
before the stay-at-home guide-
lines kicked in, homes were sell-
ing fast, and the median sales
price for the month reached a
10-year high of $490,000. More
than half of all homes sold in the
region were snapped up in one to
10 days.

Even in April, as concern about
the novel coronavirus grew, re-
gional home prices were up to a
10-year high for the month, at
$507,000, which was also an in-
crease of 6.7 percent over the
median sales price in April 2019.
Homes were selling for the full
asking price or more.

But in April, pending sales de-
clined and new listings dropped
significantly as sellers opted to
hold back their listings.

Pending sales refer to homes
that are under contract that have
yet to go to settlement and will
typically show up as sold within
30 to 60 days.

Real estate agents, buyers and
sellers began to embrace virtual
tours and adapt to individualized
virtual visits via FaceTime, Skype
and Google Hangouts.

May’s regional market report
showed signs of a rebound, with
pending sales up and new listings
up from April’s lows.

Prices continued to rise in the
region, too. June’s market report
showed similar improvements in
the regional housing market.

July’s report showcased more

improvement in the regional
market, with the number of pend-
ing sales up 12 percent, compared
with July 2019. Median sales pric-
es continued to rise to $530,000,
up 13 percent, compared with
July 2019 and up 5 percent over
June 2020.

Homes sold in July in a median
of eight days, which was faster
than in June and than in July
2019.

The number of sales leaped
much higher in July, nearly 17
percent above June’s closed sales
and 6.8 percent higher than in
July 2019.

August saw sales continue to
grow, up 12 percent from the prior
year. Homes stayed on the market
for only a week, as the median
sales price rose 11 percent. The
limited housing supply continued
to shrink, with total active list-
ings down 27 percent.

Nationally, homeownership
was up to 65.3 percent of the
population during the first quar-
ter of 2020, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau, an increase of 1.1
percent, compared with the first
quarter of 2019. That means there

were 2.7 million more home-
owners during the first quarter of
2020, compared with the first
quarter of 2019.

Early fall optimism

The limited number of homes
for sale continues to plague mar-
kets regionally and locally, with
the inventory of homes on the
market in this region at a 10-year
low in June.

For some buyers, trying to find
the right house to purchase this
summer has felt alot like trying to
find toilet paper in the spring.

The good news is that, while
houses are selling faster than new
listings are coming on the market
— which decreases the number of
homes for sale in the regional
inventory — new listings coming
on the multiple-listing service in
June in the D.C. region rose 16
percent, compared with new list-
ings in May, a promising sign that
more sellers are entering the mar-
ket.

Naturally, the wave of unem-
ployment claims worries lenders.
Most lenders immediately tight-
ened their credit standards to

require at least a 640 FICO score
or higher, required more evi-
dence of cash reserves and insti-
tuted multiple rechecks of em-
ployment status.

Jumbo loans for high-cost
homes became less readily avail-
able. These changes limit the abil-
ity of many prospective home
buyers to finance their purchase.

But the D.C. region appears to
be more resilient than other ma-
jor cities.

The unemployment rate was
8.6 percent in the Districtin June,
compared with 20.4 percent in
New York City and 19.5 percent in
Los Angeles.

The optimism in the real estate
industry in the D.C. region is
generated by data that demon-
strates a resilient economy ready
to benefit from low mortgage
rates and to overcome the obsta-
cles created by the virus.

realestate @washpost.com

Jon Coile, chairman of Rockville-
based multiple-listing service Bright
MLS (formerly MRIS), writes
occasional commentary on the
Washington-area housing market.

Real Estate Auction \

OCTOBER 24 |

11T AM

Embassy-Style Grandeur
610 Maryland Ave NE, Washington, D.C.

- Preview Saturday & Sunday | 1-4 PM | Final Preview October 23
- Remote Bidding Available

. 5600 Sq. Ft.

- Gated Garage & Carport
- English Basement
- Private Elevator

In cooperation with licensed real estate agent Donte Clavo (LIC # 0225229113) of KW Metro Center (LIC # 0226019987), PH: 706.284.9470
and Washington, D.C.-licensed auctioneer John S. Nicholls.

View virtual tour & film at EliteAuctions.com
844.94.ELITE | Brokers welcome

No Reserve

ON-SITE
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BY MICHELE LERNER

For Scott and Cindy Anderson
and their two children, virtual
school and remote work provided
an opportunity to make a big
move from San Jose to Gig Har-
bor in Washington state.

“We have lots of family in
Washington [state], including my
parents, two brothers and my
oldest nephew and their families,
so we had talked for a couple of
years about moving there,” says
Scott, 42, who works for Blue
Lava, a cybersecurity firm in Sili-
con Valley. “When my office went
100 percent remote and the kids’
school went virtual, it was an
opportunity for us to explore
moving.”

The Andersons’ children were
each about to change schools, one
going to middle school and the
other to high school, so that also
seemed to line up as a better time

to move than once they were
settled into their next schools,
Scott says.

“The pandemic pulled every-
one out of their immediate fear
about being uprooted because we
were already uprooted by remote
work and school,” says Scott.
“We’re leaving a community we
love but were excited to settle
into the new place.”

The Andersons are part of a
growing movement of city dwell-
ers moving to suburban or rural
locations.

During the second quarter of
2020, Realtor.com’s quarterly
Cross Market Demand Report
found that 51 percent of property
searches on the site from city
residents in the nation’s 100 larg-
est metro areas were for homes in
the suburbs of those metro areas,
a record high since the website
began tracking that data in 2017.
In addition, Redfin real estate

The Anderson family
recently moved from San
Jose to Gig Harbor,
‘Wash., a town about an
hour from Seattle. From
left: Casey, Adrienne,
Scott and Cindy
Anderson walk their
dogs near their house.

brokerage reported that a record
number (274 percent) of Red-
fin.com users were looking to
move to a different metro area
during the second quarter of
2020.

“Covid-19 has acted as a cata-
lyst for people who were already
thinking of moving to the sub-
urbs,” says Jamie Koppersmith,
an associate broker with McE-
nearney Associates in the Dis-
trict. “Some of my clients are
thinking that now that they don’t

have to be downtown for work
every day, maybe they can get
more living space for the same
amount of money in the suburbs.”

Multiple factors are driving the
interest in moving, including low
mortgage rates that increase af-
fordability for buyers; the ability
of many people to work remotely;
and concern that some city amen-
ities will take years to be widely
available again.

The pandemic has also led
many people to reevaluate their
lifestyle, with some recognizing
that they want to live closer to
their family. Other city dwellers
want to have more living space
and expand their access to out-
door space, two features that are
harder to come by and more
expensive within city limits.

“The past five months or so
have been great for Greenwich
and other Connecticut towns,”
says Yashmin Lloyds, a real estate
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agent with Compass in Green-
wich, Conn. “A lot of young fami-
lies who planned to move from
Manhattan in five years or so sped
up their plans by two or three
years because of covid-19. I'm also
seeing alot of buyers from all over
the country who have moved to
be closer to their aging parents
because of the pandemic. Some of
them are looking for properties
with a private guest space or the
ability to build a guesthouse for
their parents.”

More than 16,000 New Yorkers
switched their mail to suburban
Connecticut addresses from
March through June, according
to U.S. Postal Service data report-
ed by the Hartford Courant news-
paper.

“We've seen a big volume of
buyers since the pandemic start-
ed coming from Seattle and from
cities in California to more rural
areas outside Tacoma,” says Lind-




T

say Weingart, a real estate agent
with Redfin in Pierce County,
Tacoma and Gig Harbor in Wash-
ington state. “People are realizing
they can do their jobs remotely
indefinitely or only go to an office
once a week or so and they want
more space for their money.”

Weingart recently worked with
a couple who moved from north
of Seattle to Gig Harbor on Puget
Sound about 45 minutes south of
Seattle.

“They sold their house for
$740,000 and bought a house for
$500,000 that is bigger, has more
land and is in a sought-after
school district,” says Weingart. “A
big priority for people who have
moved during the pandemic is to
get more outdoor space and a
bigger house, especially for fami-
lies.”

Most sellers, especially in the
Seattle area, have a lot of equity
and can sell easily because there

are still not enough homes avail-
able in that market, says Wein-
gart.

“They can use that equity and
make abigger down paymenton a
less expensive home that has
more living space,” says Weingart.

“No one seems too worried
about leaving city life behind,
because they can get to shops and
restaurants within a 10- or 15-
minute drive, to Tacoma in 20
minutes and to Seattle in 45 min-
utes from Gig Harbor.”

Seeking nature and space

Bert Aultman and Sara Town-
er, a married couple in their 40s,
had lived in the Eckington neigh-
borhood in Northeast Washing-
ton for 20 years. They say they
loved their community and
hadn’t envisioned leaving it.

Until recently.

“We’re definitely city people,”
says Towner. “But Bert has been

PHOTOS BY STUART ISETT FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
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TOP: “When my office
went 100 percent remote
and the kids’ school went
virtual, it was an
opportunity for us to
explore moving,” says
Scott Anderson. ABOVE:
The family’s new home
has a woodland view.

getting emails for years about
properties in Annapolis, and a
couple of months ago we decided
to take a little field trip and look
atone.”

Now Aultman and Towner own
a single-family home on Lake
Hillsmere with a dock and sold
their townhouse-style condo in
Eckington.

“Covid-19 made us realize that
some of the places we love in the
city may not come back and that
we're ready to embrace a lifestyle

that’s more about outdoor activi-
ty,” says Aultman. “We loved our
condo and the neighborhood, but
there’s aton of construction going
on around there and we were
ready for something different.”

For Ashira Beutler-Greene, 34,
and her husband, William Beut-
ler, 41, the pandemic sparked an
interest in looking for a place to
buy outside a city. The couple,
who live in an apartment in the
Adams Morgan neighborhood in
Northwest Washington, looked
for a place to buy in the city and in
several other cities for two years
and now will move to the Char-
lottesville area.

“The pandemic made us start
to look at options outside of a city
and convinced us of the value of
having more space and a quieter
existence,” says Beutler-Greene.
“Our budget of $500,000 to
$700,000 limited us in the city
and it was astounding the types of
homes we could consider once we
started looking in smaller towns.”

The couple is purchasing a
single-family home in Crozet, Va.,
near Charlottesville with 3,000
square feet, double the size of
their city apartment.

“The house has three bed-
rooms and two bathrooms, but
we also have the ability to add
more bedrooms and bathrooms
inside and to convert two garages
into home offices,” says Beutler-
Greene. “In D.C. we had looked at
places over our budget that were
much smaller and needed fixing
up. When we started looking in
central Virginia, especially out-
side of suburban areas, we had a
choice of places that were archi-
tecturally interesting and had
some land.”

Beutler-Greene works for a sci-
entific nonprofit organization,
currently from a home office. Her
husband owns a digital market-
ing firm and has worked from a
home office for more than a dec-
ade.

Money matters

Approximately 42 percent of
Americans were working from
home in June, according to a
study by Stanford University’s In-
stitute for Economic Policy Re-
search. Many companies plan to
extend the option of working at
home indefinitely.

“A lot of companies, especially
in the financial sector, don’t plan
to reopen their offices for six
more months or a year and they
won’t require people to come in
person every day,” says Lloyds.
“That means it’s easier to consid-
er moving farther out because
they don’t expect to commute
daily.

Towner, who works for the fed-
eral General Services Administra-
tion in the District, has been
working remotely since the pan-
demic began and has the flexibili-
ty to continue to work from home
most of the time in the future.

“We both assume we’ll need to
commute into the city sometimes,
but I expect to work remotely at
least 60 percent of the time,” says
Aultman, who works for Procon

Consulting, a construction man-
agement firm with an office in
Arlington.

For the Andersons, moving
from Silicon Valley to a small
community 45 miles south of Se-
attle was a financially easy deci-
sion.

“We owned our house in San
Jose, which was a 1,500-square-
foot house on a small lot, since
2004, says Scott. “We sold it for
$940,000 and bought a house in
Gig Harbor for $64.0,000. Our
new house is in a nice neighbor-
hood, with 2,800 square feet and
it’s on a one-acre lot with a wood-
land view.”

The Andersons say they are
happy to be connected to nature,
living in a quieter place and yet
within a short drive of Puget
Sound and shops and restau-
rants. Tacoma and Seattle are also
easily accessible by car.

‘A secondary driver of the
move was to have money to pay
for college in the future,” says
Scott. “It was especially difficult
to save money for college as a
one-income family in Silicon Val-
ley”

While some wurban home-
owners sell high and buy low
when they move outside the city,
others spend more when they
move but get more for the money.

“Our condo in D.C. had about
1,600 square feet on two levels
with a small outdoor space and
our house in Annapolis has 3,200
square feet with four bedrooms, a
yard and a dock,” says Aultman.
“We’ll probably eventually get a
boat.”

Aultman and Towner sold their
District condo for approximately
$740,000 and purchased their
new home for $880,000, but they
doubled their living space and
now have the waterfront view
they crave.

In Greenwich, Conn., Lloyds
says buyers from Manhattan are
attracted by the idea of getting
more square footage and recre-
ational amenities such as a pri-
vate pool, a gym and sometimes a
home theater or tennis court.

“Some people are leaving a
rental apartment in Manhattan
and buying in the $2 million to $3
million range in Greenwich or
homes around $1.2 million or so
in some of the lower-cost towns,”
says Lloyds. “People who came
from a small apartment in New
York are relieved to get more
space and get away from eleva-
tors, especially families.”

Affluent urban residents with
the ability to work from home are
positioned to take advantage of
the new reality created by the
pandemic, but it remains to be
seen how many will choose to
move.

“'m not seeing any panic
among buyers or sellers in terms
of fleeing the city to move to the
suburbs,” says Koppersmith.

“It’s not people running for the
hills. It’s just a moment for people
to look at their options. The pan-
demic kind of tipped the scales
for some people.”

realestate @washpost.com
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New from Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington Post reporters
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Imagine being on vacation every day of the
week. That'’s exactly what you can expect at
Kingsmill, just 2.5 hours south of D.C. First and
foremost, Kingsmill is a luxury golf resort fea-
turing a deluxe spa, three championship golf
courses, marina, unique onsite restaurants and
shops, and beautiful views of the James River.
But what separates Kingsmill from other top-rat-
ed golf resorts are the stunning custom homes
currently being offered by Kingsmill Realty.

In this article we will be taking a tour of the
two newest additions, The Enclave at Kings-
mill and Burwell’s Bluff. Both of these neigh-
borhoods are in prime locations inside the
master-planned community and provide resi-
dents with access to everything Kingsmill has
to offer. Fair warning right up front though,
these properties are in extremely short supply.
Our suggestion is to schedule a tour as soon
as possible. Before we visit each of the devel-
opments, let's dive a little deeper into what
makes the Kingsmill community a great place
to live.

Kingsmill Community

It is so rare to find a resort community that
truly has everything you need onsite. The host
of the LPGA Tour's Pure Silk Championship,
Kingsmill Resort is a golf enthusiast’s dream
with 54 holes of championship golf from
course designers Pete Dye, Arnold Palmer, Tom
Clark, and Curtis Strange.

Perched alongside the James River, the out-
door fun doesn’t stop with golf. This one-of-a-
kind resort also features multiple deluxe pools,
a full-service marina with beach access on the
James River, fishing docks, tennis courts, na-
ture trails, and more.

When guests and residents decide to ven-
ture outside the community, the surrounding
area has an abundance of entertainment op-
tions. Kingsmill is located just minutes from
Williamsburg. Take a step back in time and ex-
perience the rich history of Colonial Virginia.
Shop, dine, and visit one of the many nearby
wineries. For the family, Busch Gardens and
Water Country USA are just minutes away.
If you're commuting to Richmond, Williams-
burg, or Newport News, you'll love this lo-
cation. Kingsmill couldnt be a more perfect
place to plant your roots and truly enjoy life.

So, let’s take a look at the new homes cur-
rently available in this community. Burwell’s
Bluff and The Enclave at Kingsmill are both be-
ing built by the same resident builder and are
offered by Kingsmill Realty; both are in demand
with new home availability in short supply.

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT.:
Kingsmill Realty

AN ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT TO THE WASHINGTON POST

The Enclave at Kingsmill

First on our tour is The Enclave at Kingsmill.
This neighborhood is located along the 2nd
and 9th holes of the stunning River Course.
Kingsmill Realty is currently offering 24 spa-
cious single family attached homes at The En-
clave. Once again, keep in mind these units
are in very short supply. The builder of these
homes actually lives in Kingsmill himself and
understands the wants and needs of buyers in
this market.

Everything from the large main level owner’s
suite to the open and airy floor plans has been
meticulously thought out with the customer
in mind. There are two floor plans to choose
from, both featuring convenient main-level
owner’s suites, high ceilings, five-inch hard-
wood floors, quartz countertops, custom inte-
rior trim, and gourmet chef’s kitchens. Because
of recent health concerns the builder is now
offering an upgraded clean-air package as
well. Like we said, they thought of everything.

Burwell’s Bluff

Next we're heading over to a gorgeous spot
in between the 16th, 17th, and 18th holes of
the River Course called Burwell’s Bluff. This
upscale, single-family detached neighborhood
offers two distinct floor plans and amazing
views of the James River.

Owners in this section have direct access to
the golf courses and —uniquely in Kingsmill—
can use their carts to commute to various
amenities nearby. Another big selling point of
Burwell’s Bluff is that it sits right on the James
River and provides access to the full-service
Kingsmill Marina where owners can dock
boats up to 60 feet in length.

These large open-concept homes offer plen-
ty of relaxing and entertaining space with over
3,000 square feet of living space. The homes
feature professionally designed interior fin-
ish packages. Some highlights include quartz
countertops, indoor and outdoor gas fireplac-
es, vaulted ceilings, and a GE Café appliance
package. The dual owner’s suites (perfect for
hosting!) are also unigue on these homes and
have several stand-out features. Our favorite is
definitely the terrace and porch access. Imag-
ine opening your bedroom door in the morn-
ing and letting in the crisp James River breeze
as you gaze out across a freshly manicured
fairway. Or watch championship golf with a
cocktail in hand!

For many, Kingsmill Resort is a favorite vaca-
tion destination already. Some of those week-
enders will soon be calling this beautiful com-
munity home instead and hosting their friends
and family in an ideal location convenient to
locations across the East Coast. If you're hop-
ing to be one of the lucky ones to leave the
real world behind and step into this luxury re-
sort dreamland full-time, keep in mind there is
limited availability. Once they're gone, they're
gone. We hope after reading this you're en-
couraged to at least take a tour of these two
amazing projects.

Call 877-729-3084 now to schedule your
tour, play a complimentary round of golf, and
spend the night at this world-class resort —
discover if the Kingsmill lifestyle is the lifestyle
for you!

This content was paid for by an advertiser and prepared by
Tyler Brown, a freelance writer hired by New Homes Guide, and
did not involve the news or editorial staff of The Washington Post.

3QIN9
S3AINOH M3N

Wo2"9pPINYSOUWOHMDN }e 10w u.ieaT



THE WASHINGTON POST - OCTOBER 17, 2020

REAL ESTATE SECTION INSIDE

2.81%

Mortgage rates fall. e

WHERE WE LIVE: PETWORTH

This Northwest Washington neighborhood is
popular for its diversity and affordability. 2

COVER STORY

Pandemic inspires more
moves to the suburbs. 12

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

Bethesda party house
lists for $5.95M. 10

WL COMS — WasHNGo
FINE PROPERTIES

202.944.5000 | WFP.COM
H O ‘ ~ I I : THE PANDEMIC EFFECT

2020 sales increase

LEADING THE MARKET FORWARD FINEST PROPERTIES

Dominating the luxury market

SERVING ALL PRICE POINTS

53% of our homes are under $1 million

CDC COMPLIANT

Open houses this weekend

H 20 pN

v

.

......




WASHINGTON

202.944.5000

FINE PROPERTIES

WFP.COM

NOW MORE THAN EVER
OUR HOMES ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF OUR LIVES

SANCTUARY

A house provides protection - from the cold, the wind, the
rain, the heat. A home is a place or a feeling of belonging. Now
more than ever, we have all come to appreciate how important

it is to feel “at home" within our home, to have the space we
need to work, play, teach, cook, and relax. It's where we spend

most of our time, so why not make the most of our home?!

MEMORIES

Home is where memories are created, shared and
remembered. When we think of the word home, we think of
the home in which we were raised. The home where we moved
during childhood. The home where we raised our children.
Birthdays. Holidays. Weddings. Our home is central to all
of these memories

FAMILY

Family is at the heart of every home, and every home is
the central hub of a family. It is where we come together to
share meals, share stories, share our lives. It is the nourishing
template against which we experience the ups and downs of
life together. Having a home enables a family a safe place to
thrive and flourish, to celebrate, and to connect.

Our home is where we share our dreams, where we reflect on

the past and look to the future. It is where life is schooled into

discipline and strength, where character is molded. It is within

the safety and comfort of “home” that we allow ourselves to
dream of the future.

Welcome Home!

BRINGING YOU THE FINEST
AGENTS + PROPERTIES + EXPERIENCE EQ.E»-
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COUNTRY CLUB HILLS $3.400.000.
3629 N. Vermont 5t., Arlington, VA
Dlane Lewls 703-973-7001

DARNESTOWN $4,395,000
13611 Deaklns Ln., Damestown, MD
Jason Mandel 202-498-0208

Dan CoIr 202-404-3530

POTOMAC FALLS $3,495,000
16 Stanmore Ct., Potomac, MD
Karl Wiiner 301-808-8TH

-+ P o .
RIVER OAKS $2,599,000
5929 River Qaks Dr. McLean, VA
Diane Lewls 703-973-7001
Barbara Lawls 703-887-5000

BURLIETH $2,095,000
3613 T S5t. NW, Washington, DC

Korry Fortune Carisen 202-257-7447
Liza Tanner Boyd 202-641-7064

STANTON PARK %2,695,000
426 C 5t. NE, Washington, DC

Liz D'Anglo 202-427-7880

Nancy Taylor Bubes 202-358-7013

B R

$1,695,000
1027 Duchess Dr., McLean, VA
Dianu Lewls 703-973-7001
Barbara Lowis 703-887-5000

ROSSLYN 51,675,000
1881 N. Nash #1210, Adington, VA
Gary Dopalaft 703-795-0687

Aaron Scruggs 703-403-8870

W

%$1,349,000
4821 Mortgomery Ln. #602, Bethesda, MD
Anne Klllegn 301-706-0067

OPEN SAT & SUN 1-4

PARK AT BELLE TERRA. $1,275,000
42917 Via Veneto Wy, Ashbum, VA
Sugan Thomas 703-674-9896

Joa O'Hara 703-350-1234

OLD TOWN $1,245,000
415 § Fairfax 5t., Alaxandria, VA
Dlane Lowis 703-973-7001

LOGAN CIRCLE $1,150,000
1515 15th St. NW #4298, Washington, DC
Len Murphy 202-277-7477
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LOGAN CIRCLE

1411 1ith St. NW #B, Washington, DC
Nsison Marban 202-870-5859

Dyle Heln 202-388-9779

N. POTOMAC
13830 Dufief Mill Rd,, N. Pctomac, MD
Lisa Stransky Brown 202-358-5060

CATHEDRAL HEIGHTS $689,000
3101 New Maexico Ave. NW #843, DC
Karry Fortune Carlsen 202-567-2718

FREDERICK $2,950,00

v}

4800 Ballenger Creek Pike, Fredericl, MD

Dan Corr 202-494-3530

WESTWOOD
5500 Albia Rd., Bethesda, MD
Tom Riley F01-351-3897

1

P

COLONIAL VILLAGE $1.349,00

$1,995,000

0

1626 Primrose Rd. Nw, Washington, DC

Maribym Charlty 202-427-7553

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS $1,060,00
3527 13th 5t. NW, Washington, DC
Robart Crawford 202-841-8170

$639,00
2126 Connecticut Ave. NW #27, DC
Matt Cheney 202-483-0707

O

0

WFP.COM

GEORGETOWN $2,750,000
1211 28th St NW, Washington, DC
Richard Nowton 202-666-4467

|
L} #
WEST END $1,750,000

1414 22nd St. NW #PHE2, Washingbon, DC
Richard Newton 202-669-4467
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$1,295,000
2918 18th S5t. NW, Washington, DC
Tyler Jeffrey 202-746-2319

MOUNT PLEASANT

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4

WOODLAND ACRES $1,050,000
6312 Kallogg Dr.. McLean, VA
Diane Lewls 703-973-7001

LN

DUPQNT CIRCLE $449,999
1325 18th St. NW #511, Washington, DC
Nelson Marban 202-870-8899

VIEW ALL OUR VIRTUAL TOURS AT WFP.COM

BRINGING YOU THE FINEST
AGENTS » PROPERTIES + EXPERIENCE




202.944.5000

MASS. AVE. HEIGHTS  $12,550,000
3120 Woodland Dr. NW, Washington, DC
Robert Hrynlewickl 202-243-1620

- -

WESTMORELAND HILLS $5,995,000
5216 Abingdon Rd., Bethesda, MD
Haidl Hatfleld 202-253-1919

Anne Hatfleld Welr 202-255-2480

w ]

GEORGETOWN $4.,495,000
2317 Prospect St. NW, Washington, DC
Nancy Taylor Bubes Group

Annle Stevenson 704-507-5847

»

CROSS MANOR $2.499,000
47753 Cross Manor Rd,, 5t. Inigoes, MD
Dan Corr 202-494-3530

Anne Killeen 301-708-0087

OPEN SUNDAY 1-5

$1,495,000
4647 Kenmore Dr. NW, Weshington, DC
Lenore G. Rubino 202-282-1281

GECRGETOWN $12,800.000
1224 30th St. NW, Washington, DC
Chuck Holxwarth 202-285-2618
Canie Cartor 202-421-3938

A

GEORGETOWN 45,395,000
1312 30th St. NW, Washington, DC
Susle Gordon Maguire 202-841-2008
Ben Roth 202-485-0838

WASHINGTON

FINE PROPERTIES

$8,800,000
906 Turkay Run Rd. McLaan, VA
Piper Yarks 703-760-0744
Penny Yerks 703-963-1363

MASS. AVE HEIGHTS  $5,299,000
4 Thompson Cir. NW, Washington, DC

Nancy Taylor Bubes 202-386-7813
Ben Roth 202-455-56306

1

ARUNDEL ON THE BAY $2,899,000
154 Ananclel On The: Bay Rd, Annepolis, MD
Doc Keana 202-441-2343

Mare¢ Bertinelll 202-857-9000

COUNTRY CLUB HILLE $2,465,000
3540 N. valley 5t., Arlington, VA
Petygy Richardaon 703-346-8326

OPEN SUNDAY 2-4
DUPONT WEST $1,250,000
2110 O St. NW #4, Washington, DC
Heldl Hatfleld 202-258-1919
Anne Hatfleld Welr 202-255-2490

.
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GEORGETOWN $2.895,000
1639 35th 5t. NW, Washington, DC
Robert Hrynlowick] 202-243-1820

s o
WOODLEY PAR| $2,275,000
3025 Cathedral Ave. NW, Washington, DC
Margot Wilson 202-549-2100

CAPITOL HILL $977.000
802 A St. NE, Washington, DC

Carrle Carter 202-421-3936

Chuck Holzwarth 202-285-2616

KALORAMA $6,750,000
2409 Wyorming Ave. NW, Washingbon, DC
Ban Roth 202-455-9636

Nancy Taylor Bubex 202-388-7813

PARC SOMERSET $5,100,000
5630 Whnorsin Ave. #1403, Chevy Chase, MD
Marsha Schuman 301-943-9731

Botsy Schuman Dodek 301-996-8700

EASTON 52,795,000
27582 Wakefield Ln., Easton, MD
Marc Bertinelll 202-857-8000

Doc Keans 202-441-2343

GEORGETOWN $1,675,000
3015 Orchard Ln. NW, Washington, DC
Heldl Hatfleld 202-258-1918

Anne Hatfleld Welr 202-255-2480

WESLEY HEIGHTS $969,000
4283 Embassy Park Dr. NW, Washington, DC
Ellen Hatoum 301-787-8054

VIEW ALL OUR VIRTUAL TOURS AT WFP.COM

BRINGING YOU THE FINEST
’:GENTS - PROPERTIES - EXPERIENCE—‘

WFP.COM

MCLEAN $6,700,000
7853 Langley Ridge Rd., McLaan, VA
Plpar Yerks 703-760-0744

Panny Yerka 703-963-1363

MASS. AYE. HEIGHTS  $4,700,000
2615 30th S5t. NW, Washington, DC
Robert Hrynlewickl 202-243-1620
HRL Partnera

POTOMAC $2,695,000
10827 Lockland Rd., Potomac, MD
Marsha Schuman 301-943-9731
Betsy Schuman Dodek 201-998-8700

I

U STREET CORRIDOR 51,549,000
1928 15th 5t. NW, Washingten, DC
Matt Cheney 202-465-0707

TAKOMA PARK $929,000
5525 Finey Branch Rd. NW, Washington, DC
Marc Bartinelll 202-657-9000

Doc Keane 202-441-2343




