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ON A LARGER STAGE

Punjab’s counter to Centre’s farm acts makes a political point.
But state must not lose opportunity for its farmers to do better

HE THREE BILLS passed by the Punjab Assembly on Tuesday, ostensibly
o undo the Centre's ecently enacted farm reform laws, make a populist
political point. Proof of it of notless than
three years and fine” for any purchase of produce at below the official mm-
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WORDLY WISE
DON'T RAISE YOUR VOICE, IMPROVE
YOUR ARGUMENT.

— DesmoND TuTu

The rise of the Qua

SUJAN R CHINOY

Having ensconced itself as the core of the Free and Open

Indo-Pacific vision, Quad needs a definitive blueprint

THE SECOND MINISTERIAL meeting of the
four-nation Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad) in Tokyo on October 6 has been fol-
lowed by adecision toinclude Australiain the
Malabar 2020 naval exercise after a gap of 13
years. The threat posed by China to the geo-
strategicand geo- -economic landscape of the
Indo-Pacific region ranks alongside the chal-

imum support price (MSP). The fine print, however, is that th
bills, which have to receive presidential assent, relate to wheat and paddy alone.

lenge of interms of disruption.
‘The pandemic has stoked: Chmeseaggresslom

andSouthCl

Government agencies procured almost 95 per cent of and99.5 per cent
of the regular non-basmati paddy that arrived last year in Punjab’s mandis. These pur-
chases were obviously at MSP, making claims of the Punjab government's bills protect-
ing farmersagainst “harassment” by tradersor corporate housessuperficial. The simple
-basmati from Punjab, given
the state’s high market fees and levies, The threat of jail sentence would merely increase

factis p; ource any wheator

Ladakh, but it has also provided others with
opportunities to cooperate in maritime secu-
rity, cyber-security, data flows, quality infra-
structure and healthcare.

‘That the “Indo-Pacific” concept has gained
fresh currency should not come as a surprise.
Itisaninclusive and wpmsentauve term that
reflects the ted-

the government's share in whatever remains of the “market” to 100 per cent.

Th hrough by th i ingh-led C ironically,
propose h punitive actic inst produce at| . Maize
growers in Punjab have realised rates of Rs 800-1,200 per quintal in the current market-
ing season, as against the MSP of Rs 1,850. Kapas (raw un-ginned cotton) s, likewise, trad-
ing at Rs 5,100-5,200 per quintal, way below its MSP of Rs 5,725. Punjab farmers have
this time planted 7.43 lakh hectares (Ih) under these two crops and another 6.60 lh un-
der basmati paddy, which receives no MSP support even on paper. Despite the signifi-

ness of trade, technology and supply chains in
awider region. By comparison, the “Asia-
Pacific” represented the trans-Pacific strate-
gicand economic impulses after World War
11, and was confined to East and South-east
Asia. Moreover, the Indo-Pacific is being re-
defined, ironically, by China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), debt-trap diplomacy, fictional

of Indo-| Paclf ic

ib-1 -
cantacreages, ub-MSPtrans territorial claimsandadivide-and-Tulestrat-
acti h ffence. Nor do their purchases attract unlike egy. Th
gy The
forwheatand normal paddy. Th
inglypr traders.The government ell that antag-

onising the private trade would require it to procure these ¢ for which there

deeper insight into the malefic impact of
deeper insight info

is neither money nor means for effective disposal.

Farmers across India are, no doubt,restive today. Their margins are under pressure
isinginput costsand prices. But

liein populism or fishing in troubled waters. Instead, it has to be found in improving pro-

ductivity and input use efficiency, apart from leveraging the power of agricultural mar-

kets that have suffered from excessive fragmentation and controls on movement, stock-

ing,exports and pricing. The Centre's farm acts are directionally correct, even if they might

notyieldimmeiate results. I for thestates espective of theruling party toreaisean

opportunity. Punjabdid it during the Green Revoluti

even better: Let the world, not just the Food Corporation of India, be their stage.

ABOUT A HERO

Controversy on Muralitharan biopic does injustice to
one of the great spons stories

Beijing views the “Indo-Pacific” asadirect
threat to the BRI, and in classical wei i calcu-
lus, as an “encirclement” strategy.

During his recentvisitto Malaysia, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi criticised the Quad,
stating that Washington was aiming to build
an“Indo-PacificNATO" through the Quad. The.
very fact that China no longer describes it as
“headline grabbing” and “foam on the sea™
that would “soon dissipate” s proof that the
Quad is acquiring traction.

One can expect China to use weigi princi-
plesand guanxi (networks and connections)to
weaken the Quad, especially in Japan and
Australia. The economies of these two key
Quad members remain heavily dependenton
China.Japan's efforts ateconomic decoupling
and Australia’s endeavours tosubject Chinese
investments and influence-peddling to
greater scrutiny should be lauded. In all like-

Once a solitary voice, India’s
concerns about the BRI are
now echoed by several
countries. India took the
lead in banning Chinese
apps. Notably, it was India’s
decision that had elevated
the Quad dialogue to
ministerial-level in 2019.
Yet again, it is India which
has shed its reticence and
decided to welcome
Australia to the Malabar
2020 exercise. India’s
pull-out from the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP)
negotiations last year

may have appeared self-
injurious then, but
subsequent developments
have put into sharper relief
the deleterious role of
China-centric supply chains

lihood, the new Yoshihide Suga government
in Japan will hold PM Abe’s tough line on
China, at least until the LDP election in Septe-
mber2021 and the lower house elections later
thatyear,

strategy to fracture ASEAN consensus. As the
only major power involved in the Code of
Conductnegotiations, Chinawill probe chinks
in: the arrnourof"ASEAN centrality” to exploit

WithVietnam and Philippines for defence ex-

TheUs posmon on the South China Seais

ports could lead tosimilar
Indonesia and Thailand. Hopefully, the Scott
Morrison government in Australia will con-
tinue to receive full domestic support for its
increasingly robust China policy.

Once a solitary voice, India’s concerns
about the BRIare now echoed by several coun-
tries. India took the lead in banning Chinese
apps. Notably, it was India’s decision that had
elevated the Quad dialogue to ministerial-
level in 2019. Yet again, it is India which has
shed its reticence and decided to welcome
Australia to the Malabar 2020 exercise.

India's pull-out from the Regional
C ip (RCEP)

now fully in ‘with the Permanent
Court of Arbitration (PCA) tribunal award of
2016. While it cannot restore status quo ante
in the South China Sea, it does boost the
‘morale of disputants such as the Philippines,
‘whoare routinely bullied by China.

Inthe Indian Ocean, China uses the cloak
of anti-piracy deployments to maintain a
quasi-permanent presence, with bases in
Gwadar and Djibouti as beachheads for pen-
etrating South Asia, the Gulf region and lit-
toral Africa.

As was once the case in dealing with
the xiongnu — barbarians — on its northern

China continues to employ an-

year may
injurious then, but subsequentdevelopments
have put into sharper relief the deleterious
role of China-centric supply chains.
China’s actions I\ave since led to the
Resilient Supply RSCI)involv-

cient tan-
other onits periphery to weaken and subju-
gate contending forces through guile
andinducements.

The Quad, having ensconced itself as the
coreof Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)

ingIndia,Japan and Australia, focussed on key
sectors suchas semi-conductors, pharmacet-
ticals, automobiles and telecommunications.

An ambitious China has consistently
sought the expulsion of the US from its pe-
riphery. The USand others suchas France and
Britain are historically part of the region. The
US hasplayed akey role i in the region’s stabil-

vision, now needs a definitive blueprint in
order to have a meaningful impact. It should
‘have a tough security-oriented core with a
softer and inclusive exoskeleton that priori-
tises the developmental agenda. The Quad
Plus format should cater to the region’s eco-
nomic needs, including infrastructure, con-
nectivity and capacity-building. Without

'World
War. US military presence prevented Japan
from re-arming itself. It cautioned China
against risking military ism across

many c
continue to be drawn to China, as moths to
a ﬂame

convenea

the Taiwan Strait that would have otherwise
derailed its economic ascendance, and kept

e Quad meeting in the 2+2 format, with
diplomats and civilian defence offcials par-

ticipating at Such

oversix
decades. Ironically, China, the biggest benefi-
ciary of the trans-Pacific trade and investment
flows, does not quite see it that way.

Inthe South China Sea,China's preposter-

tor
an expanded format could gradually be ele-
vated to the level of vice minister and minis-
ter. A joint statement by the four countries at
the next meeting of the Quad would also help

ousclaims,island mil

sation of oceanic space continue to grabhead-
lines. China is a member of UNCLOS yet
disregards its precepts. Vastly adept at con-
cocting “historical evidence” to buttress
claims, China has regularly used the wei gi

The writer,aformer Ambassador of India,is
currently director-general of the Manohar
Parmikar Institute for Defence Studies and

Analyses. Views are personal

HEPLAN FORa biopic i d ri Lankan cricketer
'Muttiah i i\ fromthe
“Tamil film fraternity and politicians. Actor V|_|ay Sethupathi, who was o
play tharanin the film, has wi t,onthead-

vice of the cricketer, after he (Sethupathi) was largeted byasectionofthe
industry. Critics of the film, 800, view " with
the Sinhala majoritarian sentiment and “betrayed” the Tamil cause. The shrill political
correct i anuanced ling of politics, cinema and sports —
the three strands in a complex narrative of the rise of a cricketer from an ethnic and lin-
anational h the background of along drawn-

uistic minori
out ethnic war.

“Tamil origin. His success
as a bowler is unique in the history of cricket. His 800 Test wickets came in the face of

dds on the field and off it. Hi: ing action, unusual because of a defor-
‘mity in his throwing arm, came under extreme scrutiny and he had to fight allegations
of chucking all through his career to emergeas one of ¢ cncket s grears Off the field, how-
ever, his loyalty — to his the . ashis ca-
reer years, ‘were polarised not justin
SriLanka but also in Tamil Nadu. Muralitharan, of course, was careful to avoid conversa-
tions on politics, though some of his remarks during the last phase of the war were con-

trued a: Smhalese tr The factis belongs to the
Tamil mostly of i labour from India thatwenllowurk
inthe iLlankain the 19th century. Tt i

Ay
-

A QUESTION OF SURVIVAL

Why Punjab’s farmers oppose the new farm laws

AJAY VIR JAKHAR

'WHENTHE ESTABLISHMENT ignores the his-
torical context and the emotional component
underlyingany debate, mass protests can erupt
to potentially shape the future. The people of
Punjab would not have wanted a confronta-
tion with the Union government, neither
would I want to put it so bluntly, but around
us, agitated farmers, with a strong common
purpose, are energised in a way not seen in
‘many decades. Tonullify the possible impactof
the three farm acts passed in haste by the
Parliament, the Punjab government was com-
pelled to passits own bills on Tuesday. These

ferently from the Tamils of Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka and were lukewarm to the
‘militant mobilisations of outfits such as the LTTE. The complex political history of Sri
Lankan Tamil itisunfair tolet s stray c¢ politics cloud his
achievements on the cricket field.

Muralitharan’s life story has ample material for good cinema. By all means, the film
‘mustbe criticised if it fails to dojustice toit. But the current grandstandingin the context
of the making of the film, with an eye on political gains in Tamil Nadu, cannot pretend to
address in any way the real concerns of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

QUIET PLEASE

Amute button will be used to ensure candidates don’t interrupt
each other in US presidential debate. It won't be enough

HETIME SINCE truck has been a period i not

ment of wheat and paddy at the minimum
support price(MSP), uphold the powers of the
courtsindisputesettiementand empower the
state to regulate trade of foodgrain.

The three farm acts were preceded by a
high-level committee in 2015, headed by
Shanta Kumar, which suggested measures to
reorient the Food Corporation of India (FCI)'s
operations by shifting away from the public
distribution system to cash transfers. This
negates the very requirement of MSP procure-
‘ment. The Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices has been recommending review-
ingthe open-ended procurementoffoodgrain,

hic RBlannual
report that says that the MSPi
farmer's woes, Similar views were expressed
by a Union cabinet minister lately. Therefore,
the farmers infer that a path that makes MSI’
procurement redundantisi

of silence, at least as far as US politics is concerned. The first debate be-
tween US President Donald Trump and Democratic nominee Joe Biden
held last month was, not to put too fine a point on it, not a debate at all. Ar
one point, fed upwith jibes and taunts, Biden ask
his rival to “shut up”, and even called him a “clown”. Trump managed to frustrate the
‘moderatoras well, who, too, i entence. For'
tobe held on Thursday, the bipartisan debate commission has decided that the produc-
ersof the debate will be given a“mute” button. On every issue, when each candidate gets
two minutes to speak, his opponent will be remotely silenced.

‘might not work out that well: microphone could pick
up the mutterings of his opponent. Also, evenif the viewing public cannot hear the inter-
ruptions, the candidates can. The larger issue is the need to silence people who are con-
testing for high public office — an admission that grown-ups seeking election cannot be
trusted to follow the same rules that school-going teenagers in debating societies do.

Trump and his campaign have already called the mute button partisan and unfair. But
illnot go awiay noris itlimited tothe US alone.
n i unwilling-

ac publicdiscourse

T
ness o listen to those who disagree. In the age of social media, when poitcians have
managed to replace public debate and press conferences with pulpits and Twitter ac-

~eminte tharaic ne mitta hiittan chrna ananrh e ancira 2 sl dicrccinn

The three farm acts were
preceded in 2015 by a high-
level committee headed by
Shanta Kumar, a former BJP
chief minister, which had
suggested measures to
reorient the Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
operations by shifting away
from the public distribution
system to cash transfers.
This negates the very
requirement of government
MSP procurement

it will become applicable after the 2022 as-
sembly elections. Tograsp the farmer’s resent-
ment, | estimate the loss that may accrue to
Punjab in the most probable way.

The MSP for wheat is Rs 1,925, and for
paddyRs 1868. Butin the absence of govern-
ment procurement in Bihar and other places,
normally crops sell 20 per cent below MSP.
Similarly, without assured procurement in
Punjab, the losses to the state could exceed
Rs 15,000 crore. This has generated sointense
anoutcry that even BJP allies had to go to the
extent of breaking long-forged alliances for
fear of becoming politically irrelevant. Though

of mandifee on produce procured outside the
‘mandi’s physical boundaries. Should FCl or
private traders trade outside the mandi space,
the state will lose revenue of Rs 3,500 crore.
Central government agencies do not pay

operations for oilseeds, pulses and cotton. If
this practice is extended to Punjab, three-
quarters of24,000arhtiyas and theiremploy-
eeswilllose agency and employment. The an-
nual loss will be about Rs 1,500 crore. Further,
inthe event of not being paid by the purchaser,
they will start charging farmers extra fee un-
dervarious pretexts.

it rocure-
mentof wheat and paddy will end.,

Inother states, procurement per farmer is
capped at produce from 5 acres of land. For
example, in Rajasthan, it is 25 quintals for
'moong and groundnut. Eventually, farmers
fear that the same limits will be applied in
Punjab; about 20 per cent of paddyand 25 per
cent of wheat will not be procured and will
sell below the MSP. This will lead to a loss of
Rs 3,200 crore. I’ossihly, that is why central

“Mispwillcontinue” ratherthan laifyinghat
“procurementat MSPwill

After fixingthe
MSP by the C2+50 per cent formula, the gov-
ernment settled on the (A2+FL)+50 per cent
formula where the derived MSP is far less.
‘There are rumours that to stave off a financial
crisis, MSPin the future will be calculated sep-
arately for each state depending on their cost
of cultivation. If true, in Punjab, the MSP for
wheat and paddy will reduce toRs 1,035 and
Rs 1,094 per quintal respectively — the loss

could be more than Rs 26,000 crore.
An opportunity has been lost in the lack-
adaisical handling of the issue. Politics now
Idoubtif

Togive them credit their“truth” corresponds
to Yudhishthira's “untruth” when he stated,
“Ashwatthama is dead”.

future historians will recall when Punjab
changed course, and how an issue of farmer
livelihoods morphedinto one of Punjab'ssur-

In adjoining states, central
agencies do not pay mandi fee on procure-

vival. Itis i

ment.Ti imposition

The writer i , Bharat

OcCTOBER 22,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

INDIRA VS Z1A

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi accused
Pakistan President Zia-ul Haq of violating
the Simla Agreement in letter and spirit.
She attacked Zia on two specific counts:
One was that President Zia has during the
last few months sought to raise the
Kashmir issue at various world forums, in-
cluding the UN. The other was that he has
sought to internationalise the recent riots
in Moradabad. When asked what she
thought of the current Pakistani mood for
the normalisation of relations between the
countries, Mrs Gandhi said, “Whose
mood... General Zia's or the Pakistani peo-
a2 Cha did nat think tha ara tha cama

PM ON COMMUNALISM
THE PRIME MINISTER said the problem of
communalism had to be met * politically
and socially” by involving the largest num-
ber of people. She doubted if this evil could
be tackled by banning communal parties. A
vast majority of our people are against
communalism, she said.

TRAIN COLLISION

AT LEAST 20 persons were killed and 50
others were injured when the Bombay-
bound Punjab Mail rammed into a station-
ary goods train near Itarsi. The Railway
Protection Force and Madhya Pradesh po-

lira iawane anaagad in tha racria anara

tions were digging out more bodies from
the damaged bogies and the toll was likely
togoup, official sources said. Twenty of the
injured were stated to be in a critical con-
dition and eight of them had been shifted
from Itarsi to the hospital at Bhopal, 120
km away.

ABADAN BATTLE

AS DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS intensified, the
battle for Abadan and Khorramshahr ap-
peared to gather momentum at the north-
ernrimof the Gulf. ABaghdad radio broad-
cast claimed Abadan’s approaches were
being “hit with repeated tank assaults to

wiithar dewm and then niarca ifc dafancac”
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e fault is not in our stars

We would like to believe that Bollywood is a filthy place because we are really
not sure how clean we are. And this dichotomy has turned to hate

[y
\

JERRY PINTO

COULD IT BE that we are in the middle of a
caste war and we have not been able to see
it? There has been enough evidence of the
contempt we hold for the performing arts.
When I was a young freelance writer, I
asked the editor of a broadsheet whether [
could review Hindi cinema for him. He
asked, “Do you like Bollywood?" I said, “I
love it". At the back of my head was the
ghostly voice of John Ruskin, admonishing
us that he who loves detective fiction
should review detective fiction, etc. He
sighed and shook his head, “My readers
want someone who despises Bollywood". I
‘must have looked askance for he said, “They
‘may love (it) but they want to believe they
despiseit”.

Being middle class is to be caught be-
tween what you love and what you despise.
Being middle class is to be unsure of
whether what you love is worthy of you, (I
should know. | am middle class.) [ know
whatambivalence is. I know how terrible it
is to be caught in a moment where every-
one around you assumes you have an ap-
preciation for the kitsch of an art form,
when your tears are real and your heart
pounds for the cheesiest of speeches. You
sowant to be Kalidasa and Balasaraswathi;
you so are Manmohan Desai and Helen. You
sodespise yourself.

And this despising is turned on to the
object of love. Caste politics allows you to
clothe that hatred by requiring you to hate
bhaands, even as they are sexualised. Why
do you think Devdas works so well for the
middle class that more than a dozen cine-
‘matic versions of it have been made across
the country across the decades since it was
written? Was there ever a man who de-
spised himself as much as Devdas and then
turned his paininto violence and rejection?

Thus, we would like to believe that
Bollywood is a filthy place because we are
really not sure how clean we are. A nation
obsessed with purity and pollution, which
has one of the filthiest public spheres, must
spend a huge amount of psychic energy
'managing this dichotomy. What can we do
with this fatigue? We can turn it into hate.
If hatred were an Olympic sport, we would
be the undisputed champions.

So is Bollywood the necropolis of our
desires? Probably.

But no more filthy than any other place
where the stakes are high.

]s it neponstlc" Nomore than any other

d company. N an you
are, dear reader, for you re piling up what-
everyou can so that your children will ben-
efit. And no one thinks it is bad. Nepotism
sneaks up on you. Consider the son of a poet
from Allahabad who is refused a job in All
India Radio even though his voice is now
considered his signature. He is an outsider.
But his son? How inside is his son? Do you
fault his father for picking up th
calling in his dues for his son? Would you

not do the same?

Does everybody do drugs? No more
than those in most offices across the coun-
try. grew up in a time when there was a
clear-cutdivide in

or solimagined. There were the charsis (as
they were known) and there were the rest
of us. The rest of us fitted on to the bell

curve, and we could be handled. We were

You so want to be Kalidasa
and Balasaraswathi; you so
are M. han Desai and

no threat Thecl
the difficulty. Everyone feared them and
hated them and tried to pretend that they
sympathised. But we were warned: Dreams
will drown when sugar is brown.
Meanwhile, Dad worked at a tobacco com-
pany and Mom made everything with
white sugar.

So here is what I suspect.

The Hindi film industry is only a reflec-
tion of the society it.Itis corrupt be-

Helen. You so despise
yourself. And this despising
is turned on to the object of
love. Caste politics allows
you to clothe that hatred by
requiring you to hate
bhaands, even as they are
lised. Why do you

cause we as anation are corrupt. Itis nepo-
tistic because it never occt
sons to go out and earn a living on their
own; they always start as VPs and end up
as the creepies who ruined the company.
But it is glamorous and it demands, com-
‘mands our adoration. We hate the strangle-
hold it has on our dreams. We love the stars
butonly because we see in them a pale im-
itation of our dreamselves. And when they
fall, we love them maliciously all the more
in the time when they are summoned by
the authorities. So not us.

In the 1980s, the common housefly was

think Devdas works so well
for the middle class that
more than a dozen cinematic
versions of it have been made
across the country across the
decades since it was written?
‘Was there ever a man who
despised himself as much

as Devdas and then turned
his pain into violence

and rejection?

CRSasikumar

about the only entertainment you could get
ontelevision news. Safely ensconced in gov-
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The US faces huge challenges in creating an anti-China united front. India,
Japan and Australia even have differences with the US in defining and describing

the Quad mechanism.”

—GLOBALTIMES, CHINA

The answer
is fraternity

The term’s inclusion in the Preamble is of historic
importance — and contemporary relevance

January 1947, the Constituent Assembly
passed its “Objectives Resolution”, which
had been discussed from November 1946.
‘This resolution declared: “All people of India
shall be guaranteed and secured social, eco-
nomicand political justice; equality of status
and opportunities and equality before law;
and fspeech, ex-

RAJMOHAN GANDHI

‘TWOMONTHS AGO, Harsh Mander wrote
in The India Forum of the significance of
the word “fraternity” in our Constitution’s
Preamble. Reading the article nudged
‘me to explore the story behind that word's
inclusion.

Scholars have long noted a few mile-
stonesin the history of India’s constitution-
making. A major one was the 1931
“Fundamental Rights" resolution of the
Indian National Congress. Meeting in
Karachi under the presidentship of Sardar

he C that

pression, belief, aith,worship.vocation, as-
sociation and action. .

While these words bear a clear reserm-
blance to the Preamble to come, they do not
include the word “fraternity”.

Two weeks after Independence, on
August 29,1947, the Constituent Assembly
appointed a Drafting Committee, with
Ambedkar, the Law Minister in free India’s
first cabinet, as chairman. A Draft
Constitution prepared by this Drafting
Committee was the basis for the
Constituent Assembly’s deliberations on
the Constitution.

The volumes entitled The Framing of
India’s Constitution:. SelectDocuments edited

“any [future] constitution should include
fundamental rights of the peop]e such as

byBShivaRaoand contain
much information about the Drafting
Commmee 's work. Page 484 of Vo]ume i}

freedom of association and c
freedom of speech and press, freedom of
conscience and the free profession and prac-
tice of religion”.

Furthermore, the resolution added, such
a constitution should prohibit discrimina-
tion against persons of any “religion, caste
orcreedi i of-

in
the draft preamble for the ﬁrsl llme, wh||e
providing minutes of the Drafting
Committee’s meeting of February 6, 1948.
This date suggests that the inclusion of
“fraternity”: 'have been connected to the
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, which

fice of power, and the exercise of any trade or
calling” and should rule out any “civicbaron
account of sex”.

Itshould assure “equal rights to all citi-
zens of access to and use of public roads,
public wells and all other places of public
resort”. Also, the state was required, under
the proposed constitution, to observe “re-
ligious neutrality”.

‘There is evidence that close collabora-

. e

ernment funding, the
their saris and their khadi kurtas and read
out scripts. When a fly troubled a news-
reader and she actually waved a hand at it,
it was news. In no way did we ever think of
the television as a source of information. It
wasastatus symbol; for entertainment, we
went to the movies and each

produced the text of this consequential res-
olution, which Gandhi moved in Karachi in
1931.Butithad the approval also of Patel and
of everyone else who counted.

Subhas Chandra Bose, for example,
playedanactivepartatthe Karachiession.

other’s lives.

Perhaps, the grim delight with which
newspapers are reporting on the con-
tretemps between Bollywood and the tel-
evisiond] ion of that

wa
and, we must assume, Abul Kalam Azad.
Definitely present, too, in Karachi were the
passionate spirits of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev
and Rajguru, who had been hanged a few

caste war, our hatred and fear of the
bhaands, our contempt for ourselves that
‘we can love them so much. (Some televi-
sion anchors are now stars.)

in 3
‘The “constitution” resolution, as this
Karachi resolution may also be called, was
thus adopted during a landmark moment
inourjourney towards independence.

Such a conclusion is strengthened by a
letter that Ambedkar, writing as the Drafting
Committee’s chairman, addressed on
February 21,1948, to Babu Rajendra Prasad,
president of the Constituent Assembly. In
this letter, Ambedkar said:

“The [Drafting] Committee has added a
clause about fraternity in the preamble, al-
though it does not occur in the Objectives
Resolution. The committee felt that the need
for fraternal concord and goodwill in India
‘was never greater than now and that this
particular aim of the new Constitution
should be emphasised by special mention
in the preamble.” (p. 510 of The Framing Of
India’s Constitution: Select Documents, VoL Ill,
edited by B. ShivaRao Digital Library of India
Item 2015.278539).

If available, any record of discussions
‘within the Drafting Committee that led to
the inclusion of “fraternity” in the eventual
Preamble might throw additional light on
the inference that Gandhi may have con-
tributed posthumously toiit.

Nearly two years later, in his famous
speech of November 25, 1949, to the
Constituent Assembly, Ambedkal would

I stopped watching news
many years ago. | disconnected from most
social media after a few years of flirtation. I

Another
Constitution was Ambedkar s powerfu]
1936 text, Annihilation of Caste, where he
wrote: “What i isyour ldeal soaety ifyoudo

have never missed any of them. I rely on the
he di: i look

of words that have been edited and which
seek balance and objectivity, even if these
are mythical possibilities rather than actu-
ally achievable targets.

[ pride myself on being post-social me-
dia. Perhaps,1am not the person to be writ-
ing this piece.

Pinto is a Mumbai-based
writer and novelist

No software for justice

Virtual courts cannot fully replace a process that demands direct human interaction

JAYA JAITLY

The Standing C¢

ienced flaws of

personnel, public grievances, law and jus-
tice, initsrecent report, recommended hold-
ing virtual courts even after the pandemic
ends. The chair said, “the parliamentary
panel strongly pitched for virtual courts...
digital justice is cheaper and faster besides
addressing locational and economic handi-

the virtual system.

“Justice delayed is justice denied” is ano-
toriously abused maxim in our court system
considering there are 3.1 crore cases pend-
ingin the lower courts (83 lakh pending for
over 10 years),44 lakh in the high courts (32
lakh pending for over 10years), and 60,000

caps;
providing testimony, expedites processes
and procedures and are an improvement
over traditional courts as they are most af-
fordable, citizen-friendly and offer greater
accesstojustice”. hereisalarge

Court (the fig-
ures Al’E asof 2019). Prisons are over capac-
ity by 114 per cent, of which two-thirds are
undertrials, who have had no justice at all.
‘The massive injustice already done to them
is

group of lawyers of the Delhi High Court
clamouring for more physical hearings and
a smaller group of them objecting, citing
health concerns.

‘While the government popularly believes

Itis hoped that virtual courts will reduce
the pendency of cases by reducing the time

financial e,
traffic claims and challans that clog the sys-
tem. But majur policy changes always have

of governance, and these are often excitedly
referred to as “game changers”, issues related
to digital technology solutions need careful
analysisand an overhauling of both laws and
existing ed.

While [am neither a lawyer nora digital ex-
pert, | have attended court hearings more
than 180 times since the 1980s on cases re-
lated to trespass, defamation, right to liveli-
hoods of artisans and against administrative
injustices. Over almost two decades, 150 of

of the Tehelka.com allegations. Of these, the
last 12 were video hearings on final argu-
‘ments, verdict,sentencing and appeal, which
toal nlace

thic nandamic Nne nar_

es, so careful

thoughtis requlred on what types of cases

and what parts of the judicial process are
bl jine. It should also b

‘witnesses. Judges hesitate to compel them.

in a courtroom. Lawyers need to mtermpt

notwant caste, it isboundto
be asked of you. If you ask me, my ideal

say: “Without fraternit
‘will be no deeper than coats of paint.”
AsMander has pointed out, the Hindi for
fraternity, bandhuta, sounds more inclusive
than male-centred “fraternity”. In any case,
wihat the world's present condition needs,

equality,
and fraternity. And why not?”

In history’s light, it is thus Ambedkar
whoinjects“fraternity” into India’s constitu-
tional conversation.

Seven months before Independence, in

namel, maybe
more important than the alphabet letters
that make up “fraternity”.

Thewriter teaches at the University of
Ilinois at Urbana-Champaign

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SHAMEFUL WORDS

THISREFERS TO the editorial, The Sexist
Playbook(IE, October21).Itis highly dis-
appointing that politicians, bureaucrats

IDEAS
ONLINE

not think twice before uttering sexist re-
‘marks. This sends out the message that
women are still the most vulnerable to
suchpublicabuses. Thisis not anew phe-
nomenon —many political

ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

@ BLACKHOLE AND INDIAN
SCIENTISTS:

said demeaning things about women in

notjust
by the accused, but by prosecuting agencies
who are nonchalant. Examination of the
causes of pendency should, therefore, ex-
tend far wider afield.

Essennal]y technologies alone do not

, people do. Ad

new and evolving technologies requires
careful preparation to ensure that “justice
delivery services” created by software en-
gineers is matched by local court systems
and the level of training given to those who
handle them in India’s courts. Currently,
judges have had to speak from landline
phones or without video, and lawyers have
been compelled to argue cases from inside
their cars if the network in their homes is
faulty. There are audio failures, and lack of
connectivity in rural areas. Unless connec-
tivity is established, it cannot be presumed
and compelled. Rushmg into new protocols

matter of choiceif participants on either side
‘want to use the virtual route. Certain cases
of tax, insurance and some corporate mat-

tion arbitra-

without uses and applica-

tions will disempower the poor even fur-

ther. especial]y undertrials who cannot af-
rd lawyers.

In Indla we are already applying digital

tion and conciliation. Reducing pendency
through virtual courts will reduce travel
costs, although lawyers are unlikely to re-

duce their fees. Wh agencie:

Service , businesses, agriculture,

defence, governance, education and health.

Today, court rulings have been applied not

only to human beings but to animals, rivers
Therefore,

file cases or appeals, they ignore these costs
as they come out of the public exchequer.
Very often, the police and other criminal in-

wactimative aganciac tala veare t nradics

decisions affecting the life and liberty of per-
sons must remain in the realm of physical
courtrooms. Forceful i mtervennons. And of-

ton ranaatad craccing af 3 noi

when they feel the their coun-
terparts are factually inaccurate — we are,
after all, according to Amartya Sen, “argu-
‘mentative Indians” — but this cannot hap-
penunless the “host” of the' wdeo court hear-
ing . Facial ha

fear, guilt, regret, sadness‘ anger, which can
affect a case, are constricted and almust

HAND AJIT
KEMBHAVI

their

adisgrace and tis time that we cease to

tolerate suchlanguage in publiclife.
Ayushi Singh, Agra

THISREFERSTO the ediitorial, The sexist
playbook/(IE, October21).Unfortunately,
former Madhya Pradesh CM Kamal

frozenintc Fac
of proportion and distorted. Nuanced argu-
ments thatare mostimportant in law some-
times need perseverance to get across, as is
theability to display evidence creatively (re-
call O] Simpson's famous glove), or the room
for presenting many crucial options to cre-
ate reasonable doubt. Appealing for compas-
sion for the elderly and the disabled, and
pleas for leniency of punishment for senior
citizens with co-morbidities in COVID-19
times are easily ignored by judges, when the
accused is only a small square on a screen
and not a frail human being standing before
themin flesh and blood.

Seminal and crucial matters that need di-
rect human interaction should never be re—
placed by virtual

his party — this is not the first time a
Congress leader has given anembarrass-
ing and shameful statement about
‘women. What is shocking is that it has
come fromaformer CMand notsomelo-
calleader. Whatashame that this comes
froma party that is led by awoman.

Bal Govind, Noida

DOUBLE STANDARD

THISREFERSTO the report, Twistin TRP
case: UP Police file own FIR; case with
CBI'(IE, October21). Republic TV claimed
before the court that Mumbai police is
harassing the channel for no reason by

® ARCHITECTURE & POWER:
MADHU BHADURI

_www indianexpre: m

hope this situation does not go down
the same road as the Sushant Singh
Rajput case.

LRMurmu, Delhi

COLD NEIGHBOURS

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘The good
neighbour'(IE, October 20). Pakistan can
never reconcile itself to the fact that
Bangladesh, which was once its East
Pakistan, will outdo it in many vital sec-
tors.Ideally, it should have made amends
to this new country for inflicting untold
atrocities on its people during its libera-
tion war in 1971, Similarly, our present
rulers have not complimented

The
justice is a human endeavour made up of
laws, ethics, morality, wisdom and compas-
sion. The absence of any one of these five in-
gredients, short-changed by restrictive vir-
tual situations, would render the exercise of
justice only partially satisfactory or even
downright unjust.

Thowmitor ic farmor nrocidont Samtn Darty

of fudged TRPs. But the Uttar Pradesh po-
lice thought otherwise and filed an FIR
against unknown persons on the same

openly for making impres-
sive strides in the economic sector.
Otherwise, it would have been our de-
pendable ally in the region in gratitude

‘matter. And the UP
gwemmemcnnsldemdthemtasem

for our support to its liber-
ation war. Our government's sectarian

oming in the way.

the Centre for a CBI |nvesngat|0n Letus

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur
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The growin
fedegzl disc%rd

On governance, the Centre and states must
work more closely

n India’s governance scheme, both the Centre
and the states derive their authority from the
Constitution. A specific set of subjects, outlined
in the Union and State Lists, delincates
responsibilities, while both units of government
have powers over areas in the Concurrent List. But
beyond the technical division of powers, Ce

O

‘9)”4.
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The India moment in
the $100-billion club

The shift in geo-
economics opens up the
possibility of an Indo-US
tech partnership

fter the announcement

of its results in October,

Tata Consultancy Servi-

ces (TCS)'s market valisa-

tion rose to $144.7 bil-

liom, pipping Accenture
at $}42.4 billion and IBM at $110.5 bil-
Hon. Allat once, TCS

cmmu.emmdum\man-

butasit

from bigtech. Banks and energy com-

were, only for China. Globally, the
number of $100-billion companies

hiad risen to 51, but the impact of GFC
brought down total market capitalisa-
tion of all these companies put
together, to around $8.2 trillion.
Country representation had alsa
o ‘While the US still had nearly
50% of the companies on the list,
China's share had grown to the sec-
ond-highest 3t 14% A few other coun-
wries such as Brazil, UK. Australia ard

relations have been governed by the political
dynamics of the moment and gone through different
phases — of a strong Centre and relatively pliant
states, both ruled by the Congress, in the first four
decades after Independence; of a weakening Centre
and stronger states, with the emergence of the
coalition era and regional parties between 1989 and
2014; and of a strong Centre and weaker states, both
ruled by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP) post-2014.
But this equilibrium is shaken, primarily because
of the BJP's growing unilateralism at the Centre and
diminished control over states. Forces whichare in
the Opposition at !he Cl:nuc govtrn arange of
Punjal

states —
(.hhan.lsgarh Jharkhand, Kerala, and West Bengal.
‘This means that when there are contentious
legislations, which are opposed by these parties at
the Centre, states governed by them begin asserting
themselves and carving out their own policy
positions. The sparring over the terms of reference
of the Fifteenth Finance Commission (with soulhtm

company in its
market segment, IT services, What
does the achievement mean? Who are
the ghobal market keaders in othes sec-
tors? How big s the $100-billion-dol-
far market capitalisation club? And
how has it evalved i the Bast two dec-

I 2000, the most-valued company
mllwhwldnuﬁtnmdﬂmr.wﬂh

alsa had companies in

to be past their prime —
taking only around 10% share each.
Chinas share has remained relatively
unchanged since 2010 at 4%, with its
banks being replaced by China' big
tech companies, such s Alibaba
Tencent. Cu i

NEW DELHI
THURSDAY
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2000 to 2020: Corporate wealth
Companies with more than $100-billion market valuation
Ason @1502000 @1510-2010 @15-102020

the UK have all but disappeared.
The silver liniryg in afl of this & that
Indlia has entered this club with the
entry of two of its companies — Reli-
ance Industries and TCS. The bulk of
the segment beaders come from the
US — Apple (big tech, at over $2 tril-

the club. It
energy (specifically oil and
gas) companies that domi-
nated the list, and Exxon

ibil was the world's mast
valuable company. Sector
leaders were relatively
spread across countries —
big tech from the US Sinl

China

a p ol over
that time, there were 43 wmp:mﬂ
globally with a market cap of over
200 bilion. i

(Apple), banking from
CEC). ties from

(
Australia (BHP), consumer
and retail !mm Swizestard (Newte)

sation of all these companies together
was almost §9 trillion. Among the
companies, 21 were from the United
States (Us) seven from Brazil, four
fn

India did no!
lbe club, lhan;h Onn.l had ICBC al

n; 2020, the workd has seen the
emergence af the il ke
et cap companies, This is

nomtnan with five trllon-dolla
behemoths. Apple, Amazon. Micro-
solt and Alphabet (Google's parent)
are all from Silicon Valley; the one
‘exception beis

Janmejaya i v
ha  Semiconductors), Verizon

lian), and retail,
beating Proctor & Gamble),
Berkshire Hathaway (fitsaa-

Lmled Hz:ll(h Gmup).
Tu.'sh (industrials and elec-
tronics, beating Taiwan

(media and telecom, beating
Disney), UPS (logistics) and
then we have Saudi Aramco
from Sauds Arabia in energy and TCS
from Ind in IT services. Chinese big
tech firms have very high market val-
wations but are not segment leaders,
betng pipped by the US big tech firms
out of Silicon Valley. In fact, no Chi-
nese company currently is a global
segment leader. Interestingly, two of
the four trillion-dollar Sdlicon Valley
market cap companies are led by
CEOs of Indan crigin.
Ieie ile to appreciate the

“Exdudiog-UK

Asian country that can currently
boast of a global segment Jeadler. Itis
v-onh noting that the xgm:m that

China to global domsinance in mans-
Excturing? B will require 3 determined
effort, but the talent is there, and the

l.WE It is global and of late ha! sld-
fered from the changes in US
on immigration that has adversely

jan tlent. Unlike big tech

. ;
However, comipd
other sectors too
energy, cansumer an

sials,
and Fetail,

care, big tech, IT services
evaluated

states worried about all if new
figures are taken into account), th

around the Goods and Services Tax regime (with
states unhappy with the Centre for failing to meet its
i n the

spate of resolutions in assemblies against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act: the debate around
the role of governors; and now, Punjab's decision to
bring in its own legislative framework on the farm
bills all peint to a new trend.

This new trend — of a fracture in ties between the
Centre and states ruled by non-BJP formations — is
worrying. A degree of political jostling is inevitable
and parties have to take positions to protect the
interests of their base. At the same time, on key
governance and policy issues, the breakdown of the
[ederal consensus can undermine the cohesion of

ive structures, bring in dand
fragmented policies in different geographies
depending on who is ruling, and deepen regional
divisions. The BJP must be more consultative in its
political approach; the other parties must be more
respectful of constitutional norms and electoral
mandates.

Being a woman
sy s . .
politician in India
adhya Pradesh (MP)'s former chief minister
Man,d Congress leader, Kamal Nath's sexist
remark against state minister, Imarti Devi,
merits unequivocal condemnation. It is to the credit
of the Congress' former president. Rahul Gandhi,
that he has vulled up his senior party colleague and
with thel used
by Mr Nath. And it is Mr Nath's failure that he is yet
to express an unqualified apology for the incident.
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has used the
remark to mount an aggressive campaign against
what it calls the Congress' anti-women attitude.
The episode, however, throws up a larger question
about the challenges faced by women in politics. At
every step — joining a political party; participating in

crete segments, gu ;g,:;flm I:aaméx
o

ElelD after the Global Financial”
(GFC), the standings in the club

twp set. Each

f TCS. 1 2000, TCS

consume the entire Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) of all but 16 countries
(that bave a GDP of over $ trillion) in
the world. The membership of the
$100-billion club has grown to aver
100 compasies, with 60 of them com-
i the US. The total market cap-
ion of these 106 firms i over
m with 35% of this caming

was not a listed company. It was not
even the segment leader in India. By
2010, its market cap had grown to a
creditable 325 billion and it had

leader in India.

in China, TCS

national is
based on democratic values, much-
needed in developing global stan-
dardsin data protectian and privacy,
distinet from the values espoused by

specific support from the Indian gov-
ernment in its path to leadership. In
fact, most of its revenues are global,
This terrific achievement opens 2
business

In the next 10 years, i has nanaged o
enter the $100 billian club, and today,
it has become 2 global segment
leader. India, therefore, is the anly

spportisity Can we ke 2070 the
- witha

China, T think

are run by CEOs of Indian origins is
justan indicator of the potential. Will
we take it?

Janmeaya Stnhs & chafrman.
Boston Consuleing Group, Iadia.

in l:v.hnology Just like 2000 was the
“US' China decade”,

with suppart
from Varun Gaytndarsy

Expand and

s’t/ gthen

the Indian State < -

ver the past few decades, the public
dimwse regarding the role of lbe

ter. for the recruitment an be stuck
endlessly. - Y
% o

"The disilusionmeet with the Nehruvian
dirigite Stateand sumajuwad {socslst) pol-

mumhm..gu(ﬁ.mmammg%m
oppomwn 1o public spending. It is

b e expenditure and a drag mg‘ﬁ

emment and especially ng!rmnem unpluy-
ces. Since the 19905, the ch educing
i of awell-
¥ i staffed and Sum- on economic
Th i the  growth. My

government is oversized, and we must
“reform” the government by reducing the
number of officials and employees across gov-
erament dewmn:nu .\nd pubh: sector.

tice in the hopelessly overburdened judicial
systemm; mare policemen will mean better law
and order. and mare doctors mean better

care. Only in an altermsative world can

they bea b

ratias in lhr has alsobeena
world. A:mldmg to the Seventh major source of demand due to
Pay Commission, there were only job stability and better pay in an

139 government employees for
every 100,000 people, excluding
railways and postal departments.

economy with a low per-capita
incomse, evident in this pandemic.
The inability or unwillingness to

In contrast, the United Seates (US). impase proper performance crite-
:ﬂh 6“:“8 ‘minimum g:y\!mnltn.l . Abhinav ria d‘o:sh m;:l m.:anh!h?l gmrlll-

2 658 governmen employees  poyach Gingpy  ment should stop hiring people
per residents. Most of the altogether. And the problem has

government employees in India
workin the railways, postal depast-
ment. home ministry, and in defence while

never been the numbers of gov-
emment employees, which was
always abysmal [tis about the excessive and

hm only a skeleton of the government stafl-

Tllcrr were 750,000 vacancies at the level
of central government alone in 2014. Around

arbitrar
racy leading to rent-seeking and ability to
obstruct ives of the private ctizens. We have
seen this bureaucratic 3] during the pan-

demmic when 4.000 rules were issued in four

VAT

MARK T ESPER

&

India will well be the most

mnm;enm partner for us... in
the Pacific... It is the world’s

largest democracy, a very capable

- ‘:\'

country, very talented people, an
they face-off every day Chinese

aggression in the Himalayas.

Agri reforms: The
dlsLunct between the
tends, wrong means

ables,

“farm bills, and Pnn].lbs dl!ﬂilﬂn ln

crops. veget
St et Ihestock and daey prodicts.

bringina new

These bills butalsoa

brought
A politician was ship-wrecked, and found
himself an an island One day, be spotted a
passing ship and waved. When he met the
captain, heasked, "Ar

Sew loophles. Government manopalies, suchs
as APMCS, are moribund and prone to cor-
ruption, and u-n be ineflicient and indifferent

1f 0. L am in the Oppasition!” That would

while being dl'xuall. an also be rapacions.

38% posts of judges in high courts are l)\ng thus lies li. It is clear i car-
vacant. In the states, the P d ot di thatall ¢ porations. which the government must
been slowly dummsrnq;mxm:bnhumol bundmg ther. representatives and agricultural experts to  address. Cooperative federalism was a dictun
mid-level positions for years. i ket ot less g Xamia they can be carried forward.  that the prime minister promoted in his time

Instead of cutting down the it fadls o realise that Inciia s hist There are many progressive steps ‘as the chiel minister of Gujarat. ILis

bloated government sector, what [ndss peeds
i augmentation of State capacity by hiring
more people. Reforming the public sector is
not i h

ot had a large, effective State over centuries.
People lived without the protection of the
State, be it under l.hc military occupation of

in the farm bills that will benefit
small farmers, who comprise 5% of
the farming community. One bill

ber of emplayees. What India needs is restrue-

pohucal programmes; workmg wllh ma!c

varying d
getting a ticket: winning elecucns l’ndmg space

State. In fact.the ideal of “Apne Raju Rare”

the Agriculture Produce Marketing

within power structures; and dealing with
and often sexist taunts and accusations — women
have it far more difficult than men in India’s political
theatre. And no party is an exception.

While the current Lok Sabha has the highest
number of women representatives in its history, it
still falls short of the promise of 33% seats (which is
in the long-pending women's reservation bill). But
representation is only one, though critical, element
of women ’s penlcnpauon in pohua How women

are perceived and how their coll
and opponents frame their approach on the question
of gender are equally important. Mr Nath's
statement reflects a larger mindset — and until this
mindset is fought and defeated, the quest for gender
equality in the political space will remain unmet.

niow clear that he must implement
the Swaminathan Report: National
Comemission on Farmers on agricul-
ture which he had promised to do
within a year of coming to pawer.

Even central universities and colleges have
been reduced to 3 pitiable state, with more

grassroots, and instead, exercised coercive

ers and encourages sl.ul-ups that will help

power er
the hsl few decades, even Lhe limited gains

e turinig by redeplaying its public sector work-  (our king is Ram) spread fram village to vil- Committee (APMC) mandis and  Captain Witer Aldous Huxley talks of
yof lage as people avoided interacting with the hmmu.mnmummum Gopinath s when people act out of
There are massive vacancies in schools,  State for seli 3 i n opina hubris. Here is a story: Some scien-
totalling around one million cross states.  Despite creating the foundations of a modern emment inspectors. The u!h:l per- tiszs alarmed at the poaching of thi-
b 130% 0 jal rule was a dista tains to essential commodities and nos in Africa for thesr hms—nm-
and agri ministries, which have the  minimalist and norr-interventionist State. does away with many of the

taskol i i i crops that ird bill is ugglers’ market — acvised a wiulinn

tal schemes affecting a majority of citizens. with farm-

rhinos be sawed off under ansesthesia. They
later discovered that the hino populatian

This I\'A“ attract ma)slv:

than 50% vacancies in some cases. And the
Bess we talk about the bet-

THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
TOO FAILED TO BUILD A
STRONG STATE WITH AN
EFFECTIVE PRESENCE AT
THE GRASSROOTS, AND
INSTEAD. EXERCISED
COERCIVE PO‘M— R VIA
POLICE AND DISTRICT

M-\GISTRAH-S

eringaway. But the core point s that ctizens
donot desire the retreat of the State Instead,
they desire more State presence.

The entire movement of the Dalits and
other subaltern castes is aimed at becoming

processing,
cnld mmu and supply chain fram end-1o-

These bills will result in better prices for
famersby reducing the wastage of perisha-

dwindled
nos did not mate with males without horns.
Often, our noble intentions have unin-
adverse consequences which we can-
0t foresee whe we do nol discuss, debate

petition ammgbuyeu.mqm notaimed at

against the harsh socio-ecanamic realities of
their existence. We must start appreciating
the fact that after centuries we have a State.
And we must learn to own it and baikd it

Abbinay Prakssh Singh & an assissant professer,
economic, S Ram Collpe of Commerce

Support Pme ISP,

‘These reforms will impact farming prac-
tices, liveliboods of farmers and labourers,
supply chain linkages from farm to retail
shelves and agri-start ups Lo giant corpotates.
and the millions of small-time traditional
buyers, wholesalers and agents. Only a lim-

APMC

we enact laws.
‘What Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 150 years
aga.still holds true: “The first farmer was the
first man. All trade rests at last on his peimi-
tive activity... This hard work will lways be
dotie by coe kind of man — the farmer. not by
speculators noe by soldiers, nor professors o
readers of Tennysors but men of endurance ™

upm Goptnath i founder, Air Deccan
vs expressed are persanal

RN LMo Fag .

ieased ta pest
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e Akmeditot Biegie ot Dvsest. Cocin, Goa deabad
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A crucial season

Public health messaging must convince
people that festivals can be celebrated safely

aced with a potential reversal of gains that India
Fms made in slowing the spread of COVID-19,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has appealed
against weakening the fight during the annual season of
festivals. Over the past six months, numerous indivi-
dual events have enabled the infection to explode and
spread. These have ranged from the opening of whole-
sale markets and political gatherings to big funerals;
‘many were infected when places of worship were al-
lowed to be thronged. Mr. Modi’s appeal, which comes
during the Navratri celebrations, and ahead of Dusseh-
ra, Deepavali and other festivals, is to be welcomed,
although the opportunity to caution the public was not
grasped early enough. Also, in spite of the call to “mask
up” on October 8, as part of a communication cam-
paign he launched, its visibility has remained low. Mo-
reover, virus estimations remain a mosaic of data, with-
out a standardised system for testing, tracing and
isolation across States. Only broad-brush statistics are
available, even as the economy has reopened. The Un-
ion Health Ministry’s data point to a rising trend in daily
cases in Bihar, Delhi, Maharashtra, Manipur, and West
Bengal, while Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu, with their high levels of incidence earlier, have
started showing a decline in test positivity rates, a more
reliable metric than absolute cases. Kerala has expe-
rienced a wave blamed on lax behaviour during Onam.
Health messaging on the dangers of another wave of
infections can be effective if it is not drowned by repeat-
ed emphasis of massive recoveries. States, anxious to
present a picture of near-normality to boost economic
activity, highlight recoveries over risk, and people are
lowering their guard. Mr. Modi has suggested that the
fight must not weaken until there is a vaccine, and ex-
perts and WHO want countries to learn to live with an
endemic virus. In India, the reality is that even as of Oc-
tober 21, the official death toll in a day stood at 717, a not
so inconsequential number, and there were 7.4 lakh ac-
tive cases. The emphasis, therefore, has to be on pre-

Potholes on the digital payment superhighway

The National Payments Corporation of India must be supported and there has to be a rational structure of pricing
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R.B. BARMAN

igital payments have found
Ds[mng ground, especially in

India, increasingly relegat-
ing all other modes of payments to
the background. It is through a fas-
ter system of simultaneous debits
and credits that the money value is
transferred from one account to
the other across banks. It embrac-
es all kinds of operators (including
direct benefit transfer by the go-
'vernment) across the country and
even internationally, subject to
regulatory forbearance. With such
versatility and ease of settling fi-
nancial transactions, the growth
of digital payments is going to be
phenomenal, supported by banks
and Fin-Tech, or financial technol-
ogy, companies.

Steered by the RBI

There is a long and interesting his-
tory behind the evolution of digital
payments in India, piloted by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and
succinctly captured in the “Pay-
‘ment Systems in India”, published
in 1998 (https://bit.ly/3imfZF7). A
major thrust toward large value
payments was effected through
the Real Time Gross Settlement
System, or RTGS, launched by the
RBI in March 2004. The large va-
lue payments on stock trading, go-
vernment bond trading and other
customer payments were covered
under the RTGS, providing finality
of settlement, thereby reducing
huge risks such as the Harshad
Mehta scam; besides this, it sub-
stantially reduced the time taken
for The RBI intro-

paring for the new normal, adopting de-
fences such as masking, distancing norms and hand
hygiene. In parallel, the Centre should launch policy re-
form to transform a predominantly commercialised
health system into one providing universal coverage.
COVID-19 has meant double jeopardy — a loss of income
on the one hand and a steep rise in health insurance
premiums on the other, after insurers were asked to
provide cover for more conditions. Under such circum-
stances, the cheapest protection against disease and fi-
nancial loss is prevention, now and into the future. The
Centre says it has a communication strategy centred
around the theme of safety until March next year. Its ef-
ficacy will be tested immediately, by the festival season.

Return of the socialists
Following his win in Bolivia, Arce should learn
from the successes and mistakes of Morales
Preliminary results of Sunday’s Presidential elec-

tion in Bolivia point to an emphatic victory for the

former President Evo Morales’s Movement To-
ward Socialism (MAS) party almost a year after he was
ousted by protesters and the military. While the official
results will not be announced for days, exit polls and in-
dependent counts give his hand-picked candidate, Luis
Arce 53% of the popular vote against his main rival Car-
los Mesa’s 29.5%. Mr. Mesa, who was President between
2003 and 2005, has conceded the election. This is as
much a victory for Mr. Morales, Bolivia’s first indige-
nous leader, as it is for Mr. Arce. Mr. Morales left the
country, first for Mexico and then for Argentina, after
the Generals asked him to stand down in November
2019. Since then, Jeanine Afiez, a right-wing conserva-
tive Senator, has been the acting President, rolling back
‘many of Mr. Morales’s policies and going after his sup-
porters. But MAS mobilised its supporters and fought
back. Mr. Arce promised voters that if elected, he would
carry forward the pro-poor socialist legacy of Mr. Mo-
rales, while MAS portrayed Mr. Mesa as a representative
of the pre-Morales elites, whose rapid privatisation and
pro-market policies had triggered frequent mass prot-
ests. The results demonstrate that the voters chose the
equity-oriented socialist stability, which MAS offered,
over the free-market conservatism of its rivals.

The new leader could learn from the achievements
and mistakes of Mr. Morales, credited with turning
around South America’s poorest country economically.
Under his government, Bolivia saw a drop in extreme
poverty, from 33% of the population in 2006 to 15% in
2018. He also stepped up public investments, opened
more schools and health clinics, built roads and nation-
alised the oil and gas industry, all while ensuring that
the economy continued to expand. These policies
helped MAS build a strong connect with the poor, a
base which continued to back the party despite last
year’s political turbulence. At the same time, his push
to stay in power beyond the term limits set by the Con-
stitution helped the Opposition organise itself. He got
the ban lifted by a constitutional court after his bid
failed in a referendum. This raised questions about the
legitimacy of his candidacy in the October 2019 elec-
tion, which he won but was accused of fraud, leading to
protests and his ouster. Mr. Arce’s biggest challenge
would be to continue Mr. Morales’s welfare policies,
while keeping the battered economy on track. Moreov-
er, the anti-Socialist and mostly white opposition is now
more powerful, after ousting Mr. Morales and having
run the interim government for a year with the U.S’s
support. Mr. Arce can keep the galvanised opposition at
bay only by continuing MAS’s socio-economic “revolu-
tion” to expand its support base in a divided country.

»

duced National Electronic Funds
Transfer, or NEFT (https://

bit.ly/3kjGAEa), and bulk debits
and credits to support retail pay-
ments around the same time. Now,
NEFT is available round the clock
and RTGS will follow from Decem-
ber 2020 — only a few countries
have achieved this.

Such historical changes brought
about by the RBI triggered major
changes in the corporate and cap-
ital market transactions as well.
Today, the Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (SEBD), lhe
market regulator,
a T+1 settlement (T is for
tion date) because the underlymg
consideration of the sale proceeds
of the shares get exchanged very
fast under the payments system.
This is expected to attract more in-
ternational capital into the Indian
market, in turn broadening and
deepening the financial market.

An umbrella system
The sterling contribution of this
robust payment system, especially
retail payments, was seeded and
reinforced with the setting up of
the National Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCI) by 10 lead
banks at the instance of the RBI in
2009. The idea for this umbrella
retail  payments institution
emerged in the vision document
on payments system, 2005-08 re-
leased by RBI in 2005. Very few
people know about the unwritten
history of the background under
which this umbrella organisation
was mooted. In 2004, a four-mem-
ber team including this writer vi-
sited the Riksbank, the central
bank of Sweden, on a study tour.
This included a visit to the Bangi-
rocentralen (BGC AB), a not-for-
profit organisation owned by eight
Swedish banks for providing retail
payment and related services. The
model appeared as an attractive
proposition as payments is basical-
ly a public good. Thus the idea of
the NPCI as a not-for-profit compa-
ny has a link from the BGC.
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The setting up of such an um-
brella organisation to build a sup-
er highway for digital payments
has a strong appeal which was
well-appreciated by Dr. YV. Reddy,
the then RBI Governor, taking a
number of policy decisions to
spread digital payments and pro-
tect consumer interest. However,
there were many within and out-
side the RBI, including in the In-
dian Banks’ Association, who had
apprehensions about the success
of such a model for the NPCI.

Indicators of success

With digital payment being a pu-
blic good like currency notes, it
was necessary that the corpora-
tion was fully supported by the
RBI and the government as an ex-
tended arm of the sovereign. It
was also necessary to contain ex-
pectations on profits, avoiding gy-
rations of the stock market along
with direct or indirect control by
powerful private interests which
had the potential to dilute the pu-
blic good character of the outfit.
The NPCI’s success against deeply
entranced formidable internation-
al players, supported by innova-
tive technology, viz. Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UP) and
Immediate  Payment ~Service
(IMPS), is well recognised by cen-
tral banks in many other coun-
tries. The Bank for International
Settlements’s endorsement of the
NPCI model in 2019 is a major ac-
colade. If the NPCI has gained
such a rare distinction in just 10
years of its successful and path
breaking journey, we should be

proud to preserve this precious je-
wel.

There is a demand from some
quarters that the NPCI should be
converted into a for-profit compa-
ny to withstand competition. The
shareholders of the NPCI can have
windfall gains too. But this will be
aretrograde step with huge poten-
tial for loss of consumer surplus
along with other strategic implica-
tions. Instead, like the RBI provid-
ing free use of the RTGS and other
roducts, the strategy should be to
st the NPCI financially, either
by the RBI or the government, to
provide retail payment services at
reduced price (in certain priority
areas). This may also help support
expansion of the payment system
network and infrastructure in ru-
ral and semi-urban areas in part-
nership with Fin-Tech companies
and banks.

On merchant discount rate

In Budget 202021, the govern-
ment prescribed zero Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR), the rate mer-
chants pay to scheme providers,
for RuPay and UPI, both NPCI pro-
ducts, to popularise digital pay-
ments benefitting both customers
and merchants. There is justifica-
tion in this prescription by the go-
vernment because depositors im-
plicitly pay around 3% to banks as
net interest margin, being the dif-
ference between saving and risk
free bond rate, for enjoying cer-
tain payments services traditional-
ly. When banks enjoy such a huge
amount of current account savings
account (CASA) deposits, in re-
turn, is it not incumbent on them
to provide such payment services,
costing only a small fraction of
such a gain?

For reasons unknown, the go-
vernment left out other providers
of digital payment products from
this MDR prescription, which is
unjustified and had adverse ef-
fects. Taking advantage of this di-

chotomy, many issuing banks
switched to mainly Visa and Mas-
ter cards for monetary gains. As
customers were induced by such
supplier banks, it created a kind of
indirect market segmentation and
cartel formation, though there is
hardly any quality difference in
payment products. It may be not-
ed that even the European Central
Bank imposed a ceiling on MDR
for all, protecting consumer inter-
est. It is hoped that the govern-
ment will take corrective action in
the next Budget to ensure a level
playing field and to relieve the
NPCI from such policy-induced
‘market imperfection.

Settle the pricing
The ideal pricing for digital pay-
ments products should be based
on an analysis of producer sur-
plus, consumer surplus (i.e. gain
or loss of utility due to pricing)
and social welfare for which we
need cost-volume-price data. A
factor which needs to be reckoned
is the float funds digital payments
allow (cash withdrawal is a drain
on the banking system), which is a
source of sizeable income for
banks. The RBI will do well to stu-
dy and arrive at a rational struc-
ture of pricing including MDR
(possibly also penalty on default
by customer), given that the digital
payment system is like a national
superhighway, for which the go-
vernment has a crucial role to play
in protecting consumers against
exploitation. This can run into a
huge amount when digital pay-
‘ments become all pervasive.

It is not the intention to deny a
fair amount of return to payment
service providers including Fin-
Tech companies. But should this
be at the cost of huge loss of con-
sumer surplus? Ideally, it should
be a case of win-win for all.

R.B. Barman is Former Executive
Director, Reserve Bank of India

In West Asia, it's a bleak future amid America fading

President Trump’s policy has not factored in the geopolitical consequences of the U.S’s declining influence in the area

STANLY JOHNY

en the United Arab Emi-
rates and Bahrain signed

overstretched itself in West Asia
and North Africa, a region Ameri-
ca has deeply engaged with since
President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s
time. The U.S. had been stuck in
an unwinnable war in Iraq. In Sy-
ria, it was checkmated by the Rus-
sians. Its intervention in Libya
turned out to be disastrous. Iran
continued to be defiant despite
threats and sanctions. Israel was

or agree-

The Arab allies

ments with Israel in September,
under the mediation of the United
States, American President Do-
nald Trump hailed it as a “new
dawn in the Middle East”. The so-
called ‘Abraham Accords’, which
saw the first normalisation bet-
‘ween Israel and Arab countries in
26 years, was a rare diplomatic vic-
tory for Mr. Trump. It was rare be-
cause most of the President’s oth-
er big foreign policy bets were
either disastrous or inconclusive.
The U.S.-Taliban deal is largely
seen as American capitulation to
the Afghan insurgents; the out-
reach to North Korea failed to pro-
duce any result; the maximum
pressure campaign on Iran seems
to have backfired; the promise to
fetch “the deal of the century” bet-
ween the Israelis and the Palesti-
nians was a non-starter; and the
trade war with China failed to pro-
duce any structural shift in the
way China does business while
tensions between the two coun-
tries rocketed. Amid this policy
chaos, Mr. Trump at least got so-
mething in the ‘Abraham Accords”
to present as a breakthrough. But
does it bring peace to West Asia, as
Mr. Trump has claimed?

It was evident during the Barack
Obama years that the U.S. had
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were upset. Mr. Obama realised
the historical necessity of resizing
the U.S. presence in the region and
pivoting to East Asia where China
was steadily on the rise. But the
U.S. has both allies and rivals in
the region. It cannot just pack up
and exit.

The Obama and Trump years
Mr. Obama, in his second term,
adopted a realistic approach to ad-
dress this problem. He made
peace with Iran, accepted the Rus-
sian lead role in Syria, left Libya
burning, ignored Saudi and Israeli
sulking over Iran. But, to balance
these, he overlooked Israel’s dee-
pening occupation of Palestine
and cooperated with the Saudi at-
tack on Yemen. The plan was to let
the regional players establish what
he called a “cold peace” among
themselves.

When Mr. Trump came to of-
fice, he wanted to undo Mr. Oba-
ma’s policy legacy. He demolished
the Iran deal, brought Israel back
to the centre of America’s policy
towards the region and prompted
the Arab and Jewish allies of the
U.S. to join hands. The plan, as it
emerges, was to remake the re-
gional dynamics in favour of
America’s allies and push rivals to

I

wind as they make purchases

a corner. Mr. Trump succeeded in
bringing the Gulf Arab countries
and Israel together, but he failed to
escape the historical reality which
Mr. Obama faced - America’s
dwindling influence in shaping the
present and future of West Asia. A
policy in which the historical real-
ity is not factored in may not pro-
duce the desired outcome.

The case of Iran

Take, for example, the case of
Iran. The acrimony towards Iran
was one of the defining factors of
Mr. Trump’s West Asia policy.
While pulling the U.S. out of the
nuclear deal unilaterally and reim-
posing sanctions on Iran, Mr.
Trump thought the Iranians would
flinch once again so that he could
extract more concessions from
them and cut their regional wings.
But the perils of that policy were
the predictability of the policy-
maker’s objectives, and the Ira-
nians were determined to defy
him at any cost. Iran responded
with multiple cuts on the U.S. and
allied interests in the region —
from targeting Saudi oil facilities
and cargo ships in the Strait of
Hormuz to launching rocket at-

tallest leader planning to

tacks at American troops in Iraq.
Mr. Trump’s response was the typ-
ical American-style response of
the good old days when it was ina
position to shape the geopolitical
outcome in West Asia. He had Qas-
sem Soleimani, one of the top Ira-
nian Generals, killed and declared
that the U.S. had re-established de-
terrence vis-a-vis Iran. But the use
of force did not reflect the ground
realities. Less than a year after the
assassination of Soleimani, the
U.S., faced with continuing rocket
attacks by Iran-backed Shia rebels
in Iraq, is contemplating shutting
down the American Embassy in
Baghdad, besides withdrawing
most troops from Iraq. Where is
the deterrence?

Open embrace of Israel
While in the case of Iran, mis-
placed adventurism sabotaged
even the available policy options,
the Trump administration’s open
embrace of Israel - the decision to
move the American Embassy to Je-
rusalem, recognition of Israel’s an-
nexation of the Golan Heights and
the go-head to its annexation of
Jewish settlements in the West
Bank — sharpened the geopolitical
contradictions in the region, in-
stead of bringing peace. The nor-
malisation agreements between
Sunni Arab countries and Israel,
partly driven by their shared con-
cern of an aggressive Iran in a West
Asia sans America, could streng-
then the pro-American pillar in
the region, but the withdrawal of
Arab powers from the Palestinian
question would not finish off the
Palestinian question. It would
rather leave a vacuum in regional
politics which non-Arab Muslim
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countries would seek to fill. This

fers new avenues to Turkey,
which under President Recep Tay-
yip Erdogan, seeks to re-establish
its influence in the region, and
Iran, which uses the Palestinian
cause to drive public opinion in
the Muslim world across the Shia-
Sunni divide. In other words, Mr.
Trump brought together Gulf
Arabs and the Jews, who had had
backroom contacts for years, ona
public platform. Buf he also
opened the way for the agitated
Persians and the ambitious Turks
to enhance their weight in the
troubled regional politics.

Historically, the withdrawal of
empires had seen new conflicts
arising in their peripheries. In
1911, Italy invaded the Turkish pro-
vince of Libya, triggering a danger-
ous competition with the Otto-
mans in their decline years. A year
later, four Balkan states formed
the Balkan League to take on the
Ottomans in Europe. The collapse
of the British empire left ethnic,
religious, geopolitical wounds
open across the former colonies.
Some of the conflicts in the Cauca-
sus, including the ongoing fighting
over Nagorno-Karabakh, have
their roots in the disintegration of
the Soviet Union. Given these ex-
amples, it is worth asking if the
U.S. is prepared to face the geopol-
itical consequences of the decline
of its influence in West Asia. If the
four years of the Trump presiden-
cy shows any indication, it is not.
The new beginning Mr. Trump
promised in the region could very
well be that of a more troublesome
future.

stanly.johny@thehindu.co.in
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India is now in “Unlock™
mode, and people seem to
be assuming that things are
back to normal (Page I,
“Virus still around, PM
cautions nation”, October
21). Unfortunately, no one
seems to care to take the
Prime Minister’s appeal
seriously, which includes
leaders of all political
parties who are on
campaign mode in the
northern States. The less
said the better about the
general public. As a part of
standard operating
procedures, there is no
effective system to enforce
the rules in public as
neither civil defence
personnel (including NCC

stationed at all hours to
‘make sure people follow
protocols. Let us not forget
what WHO chief scientist
Dr. Soumya Swaminathan
said recently: “There will be
alot of guidance coming
out, but I think an average
person, a healthy young
person, might have to wait
until 2022 to get a vaccine.”
Indians do need to be
cautious.

N. NAGARAJAN,

Secunderabad

= The Prime Minister is right
in asking us to be cautious as
there seems to be a sense of
complacency creeping back
into the system. Cases of
people throwing caution to

during the festival season
ahead are examples we must
be aware of. A lack of safe
behaviour during Kerala's
Onam festivities is an
indicator of what might
happen, reversing all the
good work done. The Prime
Minister and all other
authorities concerned need
not be mild in their
counselling.

GOVARDHANA MYNEEDU,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

= It is amusing to have words
of advice from the highest
level when every single
COVID-19 safety protocol is
being violated by almost
every political party in
election rallies. Is not the

address many rallies in Bihar,
which again runs counter to
all dictated norms? He
should first advise the
political class to set an
example and one in which he
should play the lead role,
before advising the rest of
the country.

BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE,
Faridabad

® The Prime Minister would
have given us a powerful
‘message in a simple manner.
All he had to do was to wear
amask or a face visor while
speaking. Indians would
have got the point in an
instant.

ANAND KRISHNAN,
Bengaluru

One does not understand
why some readers of the
daily are shocked by CSK's
poor performance in IPL

performance of one team
when the Sunrisers or
Rajasthan Koyals are in the

2020. After all, cricketisalso  same boat oo
agamelike any other. Why A BaLAGANGADHARAN,
ol adu

are they lamenting the

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:

Ed page article titled “Towards fewer deaths in Tamil
Nadu” (October 21, 2020) needs to be amended as below to focus
onthe new deaths per lakh population. The sentence that read, “It
is not that the government is unaware or has not done anything,
but it must set a goal so that the number of deaths per lakh is re-
duced further” should be recast to say: “Itis not that... the number
of new deaths per lakh is reduced further”

‘The sentence, “The State must attempt to reduce it to about 6
per lakh or 7 per lakh, below the national average” should say:
“The State must attempt to reduce new deaths going forward.

‘The sentence, “The day a common man ... effective control of
deaths per lakh of the population” should say, “The day a common
man... control of the mortality rate.”

The Readers' Editor
E-mailreaderseditor@thehindu.co.in
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The manacles of caste in sanitation work

Despite laws, workers in the field in India still face stigma and are devoid of essential rights

RAEES MUHAMMAD

Evenin 2020, the Indian government
and our civil society continue to
grapple with the inhuman nature of
‘manual scavenging. While civil socie-
ty started a movement in the 1990s
to abolish dry latrines, the focus now
is on manhole deaths and provision
of safety equipment to sanitation
workers. The movement has been
demanding the abolition of the dehu-
‘manising practice of the manual re-
moval of human excreta and calls for
the introduction of mechanisation
for handling waste. Various State go-
vernments and the previous Central
governments have responded to
these civil society demands by intro-
ducing different laws to stop manual
scavenging and provide incentives to
build toilets.

If, on the one hand, the civil socie-
ty has tended to approach this issue
as a collective problem that needs to
be addressed by the State, on the
other, the current ruling dispensa-
tion seems to be framing the issue as
a spectacle in the form of Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, and is addressing
the problem in terms of an obstacle
in the way of tourism promotion.

Problematic descriptions
In 1993, the then government pro-
mulgated an Act prohibiting the con-
struction of unsanitary dry latrines
and i

&
No way out: Phoolu, 45, shows his hands while ctezmng El mar\hole in

Ghaziabad. «=emi

Ppaigns, to no avail.

The government’s description of
dry latrine was a problem, as it
fined dry latrine as “latrine mher
than a water-seal latrine”. Manual
scavenging was not just a practice re-
lated to dry latrines, but also to in-
sanitary latrines and open defeca-
tion. Until the introduction of the
Employment of Manual Scavengers
and Construction of Dry Latrines
(Prohibition) Act in 1993, State go-
vernments had a post called ‘scaven-
gers’. A scavenger’s job was to ma-
nually remove human excreta in
households and designated places.
The local authorities levied scaveng-
ing tax on houses for availing this ser-
vice. But after the Act was intro-
duced, State governments
themselves became agencies that
would enforce prohibition of the
construction or usage of dry latrines.

Ten years later, the Safai Karam-
chari Andnlan a social movement

The Act defined ‘manual scaven-
ger’ as a person engaged in or em-
ployed for manually carrying human
excreta. On August 18, 2010, I record-
ed a video of a sanitation worker en-
tering a manhole without any safety
gear, in the English and Foreign Lan-
guages University, Hyderabad, for
Dalit Camera, a YouTube channel
that documents the experiences of
Dalits, Adivasis, Bahujans and other
‘minorities. 1 also approached various
social movements that were cam-
paigning against dry latrines and re-
quested them to include this aspect
of manual scavenging to their cam-

that against manual sca-
venging, along with other organisa-

tions, filed a public interest litigation
in the Supreme Court. The demand
was to direct State governments and
Union Territories to strictly enforce
the law to stop the practice of ma-
nual removal of human excreta.
Mounting pressure from civil society,
coupled with the intervention of the
Supreme Court, forced the Central
government to conduct a survey of
‘manual scavengers in 2013. The sur-
vey found that dry latrines and ma-
nual removal of human excreta still
persisted. In the same year, the go-
vernment introduced the Prohibi-

The battered Puja economy

With a possible reduction in revenue by half, this
year’s Durga Puja may be a dim affair

ATANU BISWAS

Itis time for dew drops, soft essence
of nyctanthes, and the usual holiday
season in West Bengal. Most impor-
tantly, it is time for the annual extra-
vaganza concerning Durga Puja - the
greatest social and cultural feast of
Bengal.

A few years ago, one of my Malay-
sian collaborators — a professor in
Kuala Lumpur — visited Kolkata dur-
ing the Puja days. Despite being ac-
customed to some of the greatest fes-
tivities on the globe like Christmas,
Chinese New Year, Rio Carnival and
Hanami, he found the splendour and
‘magic of Durga Puja astonishing — he
was amazed by the hundreds of co-
lourful and thematic pandals (mar-
quees) built temporarily in street-
corners and parks, idols of the god-
dess Durga and her family members
prepared in varied styles and depic-
tions, streets flooded with light and
the smell of street-food, a riot of co-
lours, with millions of people out for
pandal hopping, dressed in their fin-
est clothes, with an average daily
footfall of 2-3 lakh in any pandal.

Sizeable economy

Possibly, the only reasonable esti-
mate of the Puja economy is availa-
ble in a 2013 ASSOCHAM report,
wherein the size of the economy was
estimated at 225,000 crore, at an un-
believable 35% compound annual
growth rate (CAGR). The situation
‘might have changed in between, but
at this CAGR, the projected size of the
Durga Puja economy could be about
2 lakh crore in 2020 — around 13-14%
of West Bengal’s GDP. This is in stark
contrast to less than 2% contribution
of the Rio Carnival to the GDP of Rio
de Janeiro, 1.35% sharing of Oktober-
fest to the GDP of Munich, slightly
‘more than 1.5% contribution of Mardi
Gras to New Orleans’s GDP, and Ha-
nami generating around 2.25% of Ja-
pan’s GDP.

However, the economy of Durga
Puja needs to be re-evaluated this
year as a deadly pandemic has rav-
aged the world. As a direct impact of
shrinking economy, millions of job
losses and reduction in income, and
amid the fear of contagion, the festiv-
ity and economy of the Puja are
bound to be curtailed considerably.
The Rio Carnival in February and
Mardi Gras triggered contagion
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among the respective communities.
And some Indian States saw a surge
in COVID-19 cases after Ganesh Cha-
turthi and Onam. In fact, the Calcutta
High Court has ordered that area
within a radius of five metres for
small pandals and 10 metres for big
pandals in West Bengal will be out of
bounds for visitors. No wonder, ma-
ny of the big Pujas will be offering
glimpses of prayers and festivity vir-
tually — a remarkable change in the
ever-changing history of Durga Puja
of Bengal.

Large network

The ecosystem of community wor-
ship in Puja has changed with the
economic liberalisation in India. Cor-
porate funding and outdoor advertis-
ing, accounting for about 90% or
more of the funding, and the tradi-
tional five-day festival extending to
10-12 days in the recent years, entail
additional business scope, for sure.
Also, with the expansion of online
marketing, the purchasing pattern
has changed remarkably for Puja
shopping as well. Furthermore, un-
like Oktoberfest or the Rio Carnival,
which primarily depend on visitors,
Puja economy in Bengal is mostly
self-sustained. Puja shopping for ap-
parel, shoes, electronic gadgets,
spending over idols, pandals, and
tourism, all contribute to the econo-
my.
My ‘guesstimate’ is that usually
community worship contributes
about 15% to the economy, about 10%
is spent in pandal hopping, inbound
and outbound travel contribute
about a quarter, and the remaining
half of the Puja economy might be at-
tributed to Puja marketing. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic has jeopardised Pu-
ja-trips of Bengali people. Assuming
that the expenditure on community
worship would be reduced to half,
and that on pandal hopping would
become a quarter, and assuming al-
most no Puja-trips, about 80% of
usual Puja marketing might make the
Puja economy half of what it could
normally be.

My ‘guesstimate’ might be way
wrong, but there is no doubt that the
Puja economy has been shattered by
the pandemic.

Atanu Biswas is a professor of Statistics at the
Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata.
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tion of Employment as Manual Sca-
vengers and their Rehabilitation Act.
‘Though the construction of dry la-
trines has drastically reduced, the
number of deaths in manholes, sew-
ers and septic tanks continues to re-
main high. The present government
had plans to amend the 2013 Act to
completely mechanise the cleaning
of sewers and manholes and build
new sewers. But neither the past nor
the present amendment addresses
the issue of labour safety. Same is the
case with the Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan, which skirts the issue of labour
rights and the stigma attached to san-
itation. As a matter of fact, in Tamil
Nadu, all political parties have trade
unions for government servants, ex-
cept for sanitation workers. Bodily
wastes are seen as unholy elements
that need to be kept away from plac-
es of living, cooking, studying, or
worshipping. Not only toilets, but
even cleaning work is seen as a lowly
job in India. Dalit movements have
Deen found wanting in this regard —
there have hardly been any organ-
ised movements to demand perma-
nent job status for sanitation work-
ers. Most sanitation contracts are
given to private contractors or self-
help groups, and such staff hardly
have ID cards, leave alone the protec-
tion of medical insurance policies.
Workforce in sanitation depart-
ments is recruited via open competi-
tion. The local administration usual-
ly approaches particular caste
‘members during such hiring. The sit-
uation is so dire that while we find
volunteers to distribute food and un-

dertake rescue operations during
natural calamities, hardly any volun-
teer offers to do clean-up work or dis-
pose of dead bodies. During the last
Chennai floods, sanitation workers
from the Nilgiris district were made
to travel in garbage trucks to Chen-
nai. This situation has continued
even during the COVID-19 pandemic.
In Tamil Nadu, sanitation workers
are asked to work in newly formed
COVID-19 wards. For example, the
Gudalur municipality in the State is-
sued an order to six of its staff mem-
bers to work in COVID-19 wards. Si-
milarly, in Kotagiri town panchayat,
officials asked the sons of sanitation
workers to work in COVID-19 wards.

Question of dignity
Unlike other labour forces, sanita-
tion workers do not have a separate
rule-book that lays down guidelines
for their work timings, holidays, a
proper place for roll call, removal
from duty, etc. For example, in the
Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu, all the
sanitation workers have to stand out-
side the office during the morning
and afternoon roll calls. If they reach
early, they are seen sitting on road-
side pavements. Even though there
are spaces within the office premis-
es, the officers force them to stand
outside. The officials claim that the
practice is traditional and that for
any change, new rules need to be
formed. There are no vehicles for
sanitation workers to travel to their
designated workspaces, and they
have to either walk for kilometres or
use garbage vehicles . This is a forced
choice and is connected to the digni-
ty of a worker. To put this in contrast,
no supervisor would stand and travel
with the sanitation workers.

There are hardly any exclusive
trade unions for sweepers, and un:
like other sections in government or
private workforce, their problems
are voiced by only those who are not
associated with sanitation work — of-
ten NGOs. This, I argue, is because in
India, sanitation work is caste-ridden
and hence, there is an urgent need to
dissociate caste from labour.

Dr. Raees Muhammad is the director of Dalit
Camera and general secretary of the Nilgiris
All India Sanitation Workers Self Respect
Trade Union, Tamil Nadu

Back to basics in algorithms

The NEP 2020 must take a larger view of computational
thinking and move beyond just data science and Al

SUBHASHIS BANERJEE
S. ARUN-KUMAR

Itis heartening to note that the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 (NEP) envisages putting
greater emphasis on mathematical and com-
putational thinking throughout the school
years, starting right from the foundational
Stage of the learning process. Indeed, algo-
rithmics — the abstract process of arriving at
a post-condition through a sequential pro-
cess of state changes — is among the earliest
human intellectual endeavours that has be-
come imperative for almost all organised
thinking. However, the framing in the NEP
appears to put it at the same level of distinc-
tion as the more instrumental ‘coding’, and
almost as a mere tool towards the utilitarian
goals of artificial intelligence (AI) and data
science. We think this is misplaced.

The notions of computation and algo-
rithms are as old as mathematics and date
back to the early stages of representing num-
bers and geometrical figures and manipulat-
ing them for various uses. Their origins can
be traced back almost to the beginning of the
Mesolithic stone age, when the notions of
counting and addition began to take form.
All early learning of counting and arithmetic
is method-based, and hence algonlhmlc in
nature, and all

In the modern world, the use of algorith-
mic ideas is not limited only to computations
with numbers, or even to digitisation, com-
‘munication or Al and data science. They play
a crucial role in modelling and expressing
ideas in diverse areas of human thinking, in-
cluding the basic sciences of biology, physics
and chemistry, all branches of engineering,
in understanding disease spread, in modell-
ing social interactions and social graphs, in
transportation networks, supply chains,
commerce, banking and other business pro-
cesses, and even in economic and political
strategies and design of social processes.
Hence, learning algorithmic thinking early in
the education process is indeed crucial.

Coding, however, is merely the act of en-
coding an algorithmic method in a particular
programming language, which provides an
interface such that the computational pro-
cess can be invoked in a modern digital com-
puter. Thus, it is less fundamental, and in-
deed great algorithms have been designed
through the ages even without this facility.
While coding certainly can provide excellent
opportunities for experimentation with algo-
rithmic ideas, they are not central or indis-
pensable to algorithmic thinking. After all,
coding is merely one vehicle to achieve expe-
riential learning of a computational process.

Learning the fundamentals
Rather than the intricacies of specific pro-
gramming languages, it is more important at
an early stage of education to develop an un-
derstanding of the basic algorithmic process-
es behmd mampulanng geometric figures,

tional processes encoded in algorithms.

Form of expressions

Modern algorithms, almost in the same form
as we know them today, began to appear
around 300 BC. Some of the earliest exam-
ples are procedures to compute the greatest
common divisor of a pair of numbers, or the
factorial, which appeared in Euclid’s books
of Elements, and the descriptions of fast ex-
ponentiation and the Fibonacci sequence
which appeared around 200 BC in the trea-
tise of Chandah-Sutra by Acharya Pingala.
The core algorithmic ideas of modern Al and
‘machine learning are based on some seminal
algorithmic ideas of Newton and Gauss,
which date back a few hundred years.
Though the form of expressions of algo-
rithms — the coding — have been different,
the fundamental principles of classical algo-
rithm design have remained invariant.

with numbers, solving systems of
equations, modelling road networks and so-
cial graphs, and applying algorithmic ideas
to everyday problems. In fact, an overem-
phasis on learning the nitty-gritty of specific
programming languages prematurely — even
from middle school — may distract from fo-
cusing on the development of algorithmic
creativity. Indeed, this is a common outcome
of the overly utilitarian skills training-based
approaches evidenced throughout the coun-
try.

The devil lies in the details, and, while the
NEP guideline of introducing algorithmic
thinking early is a welcome step, it must be
ensured that it does not degenerate and get
bogged down with mundane coding tricks at
a budding stage in the education process.

. Arun-Kumar and Subhashis Banerjee are professors
in the Department of Computer Science and
Engineering at IIT Delhi.
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Onion costs hit 100

to 2100/kilo, with other cities close on the heels. Supply crunch, either naturally due to failed crops/flooded fields or
artificially by hoarding of the vegetable, is the reason behind the drastic hike in prices. With COVID-19 further straining an
already fragile household food budget, many may omit onions from their diet. Notably, the price hike will not help farmers
much, as other players in the supply chain corner a big chunk of profits from perishables. By The Hindu Data Team

1. KNOW YOUR ONIONS | The graph shows average retail
price (¥/kilo) of onions in the first 21 days of October 2020
across ten cities. The deeper the shade of green, the cheaper
the onion. The deeper the shade of red, the costlier. In most
cities, cost of onions suddemy shot up in lhe last two days

Ahmedahxd " Bhopal (hennal Komata Mumbai

In Hyderabad, average retail prices of onion have surged

3. EATING INTO THE BUDGET | An urban household in
India spends #1,618 per month on an average on food and
178 on vegetables. As onions are selling at #72/kg on

an average in urban areas in the second half of October,
even purchasing a kilogram of them will consume 40%

of a household's vegetable budget that month. The table
lists the % share of expenditure on onions of the total
food and vegetable budget. For instance, an average urban
household has to spend 18% of their monthly food budget
to buy 4kg of onions.

Monthly budget 1k |2kg [3kg
1,618 on food 4% 13% | 18%
178 onvegetables | 40% | 81% | 121% | 162%

2020

21 807E
2. MISSING BULBS | In Hyderabad, only 845 tonnes of @
onion arrived at the markets in the first fifteen days of 12
October this year, a significant fall from similar periods 6077
in the Last two years. Other major cities also recorded a g
significant shortfall in onion arrivals. The table lists onion w0l E
arrival (tonnes) in markets in the first 15 days of October TE
Year
20
]
2018 =
2019 &

4. FARMERS' SHARE | Farmers' average share in retail
prices s lower in the case of perishables like onion and
higher for non-perishables. Only 33% of onion's retail
price percolates back to the farmer, and the rest goes to
other players in the supply chain

retail price (%)
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 22, 1970
Indira Gandhi not to meet Nixon

India’s Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
who arrived here [New York] last night on a
four-day visit for the 25th anniversary com-
memorative session of the United Nations
General Assembly now in progress, has
passed up U.S. President Nixon's invitation
to her to attend the mass dinner he is giving
in Washington on October 24 for all visiting
Heads of State and Government. While Mrs.
Gandhi would perhaps have gone to Wash-
ington and met Mr. Nixon if a separate invita-
tion had been issued to her, she felt she
should not accept his invitation to dinner,
which had been launched by him as a rival
show for the U.N. anniversary celebrations
here that night, and as a substitute for any
individual meetings with the visiting Heads
of State. Perhaps the condition of the Indo-
American relations currently is best illustrat-
ed by the fact that when Mrs. Gandhi left
New Delhi, the U.S. Ambassador, Mr. Ken-
neth Keating, was not present at the airport
to see her off and no State Department offi-
cial was at the airport here either to recieve
her. At the New York airport when she ar-
rived by a special Air-India charter flight, she
was recieved by the U.N. Deputy Chief of
Protocol, New York City's official greeter and
Envoy Commissioner, Mr. Palmer, the In-
dian Ambassador to the U.N., Mr. Samar
Sen, the Indian Ambassador to the U.
L.K. Jha, and other Indian officials.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTORER 22, 1920

MRS. BESANT

LECTURE ON CO-OPERATION

[BENARES] Mrs. Annie Besant delivered a
speech at Benares Town Hall last evening.
Babu Bhagwandass, president of the last Un-
ited Provinces Provincial Conference, took
the Chair. Before doing so, the chairman
asked the audience if they really wished him
to preside. Times were troublous, he said,
and the people were in an angry mood. Ma-
ny doubted whether the reforms were hon-
est and substantial and whether the Govern-
ment would work them honestly. Although
not in agreement with many moderate views
and not seeing eye to eye with Mrs. Besant
on all subjects, on the questions of Non-Co-
operation there was no difference between
him and them. He appealed to the audience
to listen with patience and respect the lec-
turer whose love for India and Indians and
great political experience were unques-

Mrs. Besant spoke for an hour on co-oper-
ation and she was listened to with attention.

»
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DANA MILBANK WASHINGTON SKCTCH
The case against Trump.

in 600 ALL-CAPS WORDS

7 7 henPresident Tnunp
was 1 the hospital
/ battling covid19 two
weelts 4z, he devot-
o vne mucniog Lo meking U
cuse for his reelection in a series
af 13 all-caps Lwuels, such as:

LAW & ORIER VOTE!

BIGGEST TAX CUl

AND ANIJTIIER IDNE £ l)IE\'G
\-’Ul LY

TFIGIIT TITE CORRUPT FAKE
NEWS BIEDIA, E!

SPACE FOR FOTT!

1t was maostly nonsense, of
caurse, bulil had an appealing,
playground-style brevity — a o
verish, steraid-fucled dlasing ar-
gument of sotts fot Trump.

Naw; Tess than wes weeks from
Flection Dy, Americans are vot-
ing in almnst e state. At least
33 willion have alrcady cast Ltheir
ballots. What hetter time ti bor-
row Truraps Titerary devive aod
depl against him? Here goes:

LK N 220,000 AMERL-
CANS DIE FROM COVID-Lt —
WORST IN WORLD. VOTE!

LIOSING 4.9 MILLION JOES
[N FOUR YKARS — WORSTIN
RECORDID ITISTORY. VOTE!

KNQWING PANDEMIC WAS
“DREADLY §TU! N
ECTL OPTING Y
DOWN® AND MISLTAD AMERT-
CANS, VOTE!

PROPOSING BLEACH

MASK-WEARING, HOSTING
WIITE [INDUSE SUPER-

FEDERAL DEBT, JAKING 1T
TARCER THAN T8, FCONOMY
FORFIRST TIME IN 50 YEARS.
VYUK

BALLONNING CURRENT
BUDGEL DRERICET TO ALL-
TIBIE RECORD 53.1 TRILLION.
VOLE!

TNDING TTRALTIL COVER-
AGE FOR MILLIONS AND SU-
XU T ELTMINATE. AFFORT-
ABLE CARE ACT, INCLUDING
PREXISTING-CONDITION
PRGIECTIONS. VOTE!

VIOLENTLY DISPERSING
PEACLFUL CTVIL RIGIITS
PROTESTERS OUTSIDE
WIITE [TOUSE FOR A BIBLE-
WIELDING PHOLTO OF. VOTE'

PROPOSING TU POSTPONT
THE ELECTION, TRYING TO
DISCREDIT MATL-TN VOTING
ASFRAULULENT AND REFUS-
INGTO COMMUTTO PEACK-
FUL TRANSFER OF POWTR.
VIR

DEFENDING DEADLY VIO-
LENCE BY WHITE-SUPREMA-
CIST SUPPORTERS A WINK-
ING AT MILITLA PLOT TG KI-
NAP MICTITGAN GOVERNOR,
VOTE!

SEEING "VERY FINK PEO-
PLE” AMONG VILENT NEO-
NAZIS IN CHARLOTIESVILLE,
VOTE!

VALIDATING A CONSPIRACY
TIEORY ABOUT PEDOPITILT

C\LUI\Lv S‘v"\lﬂb OF AFRI-
CAAND CARIBBEAN “S111T-
HOLE COTUNTRIES” ANT TRY-
INGTO BAN ENTRY FROM
MUSLIM-MAJORITY NATIONS.
VOYUR!

TAKING MIGRANT CIITL-

DREN FROM PARENTS ANI
TOCKING TITEM TN CAGES.
VOLE!

FALLING "IN TOVE" WTTIT
NORTH KOREAN DICTATOR
KIN JONG UN. VOTE!

SIDING WITIL VLADIMIR
BLTIN OVER U3, INTELLL
GIENCE ON [LI'.CTIOY‘ INTER-
KERENCE. Vi

GETTTNG IMPL\CITED FOR
WITHHOLDING MILITARY ALD
TFROM & VULNERABLE ALLY
T4 EXTORT CAMPAIGN HELPR
VOTE!

EXCUSING SAUDIPRINCE'S
DISMEMBERMENT (1K
U.S-BASED JOURNALIST AND
ADOPTING JOSEPH STALING
“ENIMY OF TIIE PEOPLE”
PHRASE FOR AMERICAN ME-
TIA. VOTE!

APPEASING THE TALIBAN
AND ABANTDONING KURDISIT
ALLIESIN SYRIA VOTE!

PRAISING “VIRY GOOD
TFRIEND” XX JINPING FUR
HANDILING (}F CORONAYIRUS
AND TRANSPARENCY. VOTI!

SHOYING A PRIME MINLS-
TOR AND PUBLICLY DISFAR-
AGING LEADERS OF FRANCE,
GERMANY, BRITAIN AND
EVEN DENMARK BECAUSE
CGREENTANT WASN'T FOR
SALE. VOTE!

HELITILING “LOSKRS”
“STCKLRS* WIIO DIED I'OR
OUR COUNTRY, POSTHU-
MOUSLY INSULTING JOIIN
MOCAIN, SKIPPING MEMORI-
ALS FOR TITE FALLEN ANT DE-
RING TOP GENERALS AS

N

AR PROFITEERS. VOTE:

ADMITTING TO PAYLNG OFF
APORN ACTRESS FOR ST-
LENCE ABOUT AN AFFAIR, CF-
FRERING: KTND WORDS FOR
CHARGED CHILD-3EX TRAF-
FICKER, ANDTALKING ABOUT
WOMEN AS “BLEELHNG,
“DOG" AND "MONSURR." VO'TE!

ENRICIILNG ITIMSELT ANT
HIS FAMILY BY FORCING TAX-
PAYERS AND TRYING TO
FORCE FOREIGN GOVERN-
MENTS T<) SPEND MILLIONS
AT HIS PROPERTIES. VOTE®

PAYING ONTY 8750 TN FED-
ERAL INCODE TAXES IN 215
AN IN 2077 AND PERSONAL-
LY OWING $400 MILLION TC
UNKNOWN CREBITORS,
VTE!

HAVING HIS$ FORMER CAM-
PATGN CTIATRI PERSONAL
LAWYER, NA'
RITY SDYVTSE
EGIST AND A1 LEAST SIX (FIH-
KK CLOSE AJDES ARRESTED
R CONVICIED. VOTE"

USING THE JUSTICE DF-
PARTMENT AND PRESII'EN
TIAL POWERS TO COMMUTE
AND REDUCE SENTENCES OR
DROP CHARGES AGAINST
FRIGNDS ANTH TO TTARASS
CRITICS VOTE!

BEING PROTECTED BY PO-
LITICAL APPOINTEES AFTER
SPEL COUNSEL FINDS F
DENCE }F OBSTRUCTIY.
JUSTICK. VOTR!

TSTNG TIIE PRESIDENCY
IO MAKE MORK THAN 20,000
FALSE OR DUBTOGUS STATE-
MENTS, L0 INSULL PEOPLE BY
TTIE ITUNDREDS ANT) T
TRASH INTERNATIONAL CO-
UPERATION (N CLIMATE,
TRADVE, HEALTH ANIFSECU-
ROTY. V(YR

INDUCING TIIE LAYNGEST
GOVERNMENTSHUTDOWN 1N
IIISTORY, TIIEY DECLARING
FAKE EMERGENCY 1O SPENI
MONEY WITITOUT CONGRES-
SIONAL APPROVAL, VOLE!

SUFFERING TURNOVER OF
4O PERCENT AMONG CABINET
AND TOP WHITE HOUSK
STAFT, AND NOW ON FOURTIL
CHIRE {}F SUARF, FOURTH
PRESS SECRITARY, SIXTIT
COMMUNICATIONS DIRE
TOR AND FOURTII NATIONAL
SECURITY ADVISER VOTE!

FIGTITING TN COTRTS TO
DISCOTRAGE MINORITIES
FROM VOTING AN PARTICT-
PATING IN THE CENSUS AND
LIESKCRATING RUTH BADKR
GINSBURG'S DEATII BY AT-
TACKING HER GRANDDALGH-
SITTNG A RE-

PL-\(/L\IE‘I\ 1T REFORE FUNER-
AL. VOTL!

MAKING THE WORDS
MOTITERE-- 9

TIONAL DISCOURSE.
VOTE!

SAROUAGING THE POSTAL
SERVICE FOR TLECTORAL
GAIN, ROUTINELY ACCUSING
OFPONENTS OF T SON
AND USING A SHARPIE 10 RE-
LRAW & IURRICANE FORE-
CAST MAP VOTE!

THINKING FREDERICK
DOUGLASS ALIVE, FINLANT
PART OF RUSS1A, BRITAIN
NOT YET A NUCLEAR POWER,
WINDMILLS CAUSE CANCER
AND “RARTNG" PREVENTS
FOREST FIRES VOTE!

Thens mare — much mare.
But to list all the dumage would
lake mare than a caluron. 1L
vrold take four years, and who
would wanl Lo rehve thal?

ITad envugh? VOTE!

Tutitger &M itbonb

President Trump ul Ure While
ITouse on Monday.

"DNESDAY OPINION

Google’s offices {n Manbattan on ‘Tucsday.

MEGAN MCARDLE

F ] Y he Justice Diepartment isnt
wrang, when iU asserls Thal
Google has an eliective monopas
fy po Intornet search. Hstimates

¥ a8 to exactly how dominant the

reuﬂennﬂ its cotipetitors almost irrel-

L — both Lo cansumers and Lo ils
crwn business planning.
St Ue queslion Lo ask aboul Lhe

go\emmenn case isn't ‘Does L.ougle

search the tarket we shuuld care
about?” And the
the iwanapoly without niaking evervanc
worsa nff*"

Cu
vention, the company v prolnbh be
able Lo manlan iLs sverwhelming can-
trol cver the search engine space less

as Justice sugzestsin the mmumtsmut
tiled myTnesday, than to the structare ot
the market itself, which waxinizes a
m ve advmtage known 4s “net-

Consider the telephone, which is the
i example of nelvork clices. 1
only one person in the world owns a
phane, they have a euria. 1f lwo praple

¥
cans strung together by swing. But i
nullions of people buy telephones, they
beromean Lial Lool. Thaly nclwork
fects: a product that gets more valu-
able with vach additional uxer.
InGoogle’s case, netwnrk effects come
anla play when people serall through the
resultsthey're served and click on alink.
Gaagle sees which resulls people find
mostusefal for a given search string and
ranks them acenedingly for futore

h?

searclies. The more users, the more such
infarmatian They gel, and thebeller they
caon refine the answers they return. That
makes 1t extraordinadly diffiealt to
launch a corapetitor, because witheut as
much search volume, results won't be as
accurale. Blicrasofl has hren U¥ing lo
crack this chicken-and-ezz prablem for
N yeurs valh Bing, and il s1il) has less
than a quarter of the market,

Yelu's nol as Though Govgle makes
most of its money selling you “Tnternet
search™ it gives that to you fres, and o
monetizes it by selling your eveballs to
advertisers. Grogle has 4 pretty impres-
sive posilion in the uoline ad inarkel, oo
— almost 30 percent, by some estimatas,
Tul that’s nal s monopaly, and iLs dosust
conmpetitor, Facebook, is not far behind.
Muvoover, balh arc facing slilf compeli-
tion for these dollars from cther tech
firms.

The governments complaint avoids
this uneamfortable fact by defming that
toarket extemely narrowly, as the mar-
ket for “search advertising” But, of
cuursy, advertisers doo’l cace whether
theyTre arfvertising on search or social
roedia, a4 much as they whi r
their advertising is gensrating more in
sales than iLeasls Ther. AsTang as alher
firms can also delivet latge numbers of
wvehalls anline, Google willhe farced lo
compete, hard, (or business.

But even if you insist that, no, what
toaltees is the eXeessive puwer Google
has aver our search results, its not clear
how the guvernroenLean Na this withusul
making us all worse off.

“Uhe sovernmenUs complaint sugaesls
one easy way: forbid the side payments
L aither companies thal make Gangl
the defanlt search engine on your phone
ar brawser. Yer those of us wha hark

What would breaking up Google
really accompli

back to the vld days, when you had to
firsL Lype “weAvgaagle.com® la perform
a search, will recall that that's exactly
what prople dil, even it another search
engine was the default. Thatis how
Goagle came ta control aver half of all
searches.

0 to actually increase compatition
mueaminglully, we'd probably have U
break the company up, rather than
fiddling with sde deals. Bul dmng so
would raean dividing the carrent num-
her of search Tesults between twa ot
more conpanies. And as a result, every-
one’s seavehes wauld prabably hecome
less accurale and useful than the voes
wwe're FETNg N, hecause Do one com-
pany woull have couugh data L refine
those searches aswellas Googlecwrent-
Ty does.

Moreover, such an intervention
might Lhrealen some of The other frie
goodies such as Gmail and maps that we.
zet from Google — or will get m the
future. Money (rom search ads subsidiz-
es develapument of those projects, aud
iL {rato being
tied inte the Google ad-sales juggemant.

Against lhusc Flsks, al vaurse, we have
to balance the costs of Gaogle's monopa-
l¥la...w p

o1y, 1o the businesses that might
Launeh beller search engines, bul can'l.
But il this market is indeed a natural
monopaly, that's just a fight shout who
shauld gel Lo be e oeospolist —and if
the yovernment instead intervenes to
prevenl malters (rom Luking their natu-
ral course, then that will be a tight
b va small number of peple whir
mightlike torun asearch engine and the.
Large numbir of consumers swho mighl
rather thev didn't.
Tonith

Gpeasyrontricingy

DAVID VON BREHLE

Pulin: A clas

™Y omewhere under the znme ot 4 rulng
criminal regime remains a greal,
long-suftering Russisn  nation. Ot
Russia, lwa Lhiogs have always bevn
t caunnt be conguered, and it has
Buen well led. Ner nation has suflivred
more to repel invaders Prince Alexander
Newsky saerifierd Uwusands al the blaod-
drenched Battle of the Ive. Alexander I
burned his awn mtics and ficlds in 1812 to
deny their sustebance to Napolcon's invad-
ing sy Millions of Russians were piled
inles a wall of human sacrifive Jaid up against
Hitler.

Bul fuc all s indemitable steength, Ui
Russian people have never been strong
cnough La demand gamd government. They
produce great poets, great novelists, great
musicians — but seklom great leaders.

Tor two decades, Vladimir Futin has been
ringing the old bells of Rassian nationalism
while tunning a low abd eullaw regime. At
indictment unsealed Monday by federal
proseculers Wells the latest chapler in thas
tale, According to Assistant Attorney Zener-
al Juhn Dem head of the nalional
security division of the Justice Departiwent:
“No eounlry has weapanized ils evber capa-
Dilities as maliciously and irresponsibly as
Russia, wantonly causing unprecerdented
collateral damage to pursue small tactical
advantages and ta satisfy fits of spite”

What dees a criminal regiow leok like 1n
Action?

Avcwrding Lo (he renl, among Che
many hacks by Iuti select sgquad of
engineers were various acls of sabilage
against the 2018 Winter Olympics in South
Knrea. Why allack the Olympies? Allegedly,
TRussia wanted trevenge alter its athletes
were nat allowed to campete under its
alional Nag. Bul why was (hal? Russia had
been punished tor the most widespread

doping ronspiracy ever diseovered by mter-

nativnal authoritics in real Lime.

hey hacked the Olvmpics, in other
t

This layering ot one crime on tap of another
26 W definibum ol incarrigibalily; iUs Jike The
Mafia burning a store after the shopkesper
Tefuses Lo pay & prol

But Putin duesn’t stop there, the extravr
dingry indictment maintging, The same olite
unit of the Russian army that allegedly
hacked the Olympics — and, yes, the
26 presidential eleelion o the Uniled
States — has been on a worldwide rampage,
fuderal posseeators allupe. Pulin's sullaw
engineers stand accused of shutting down
y for hundreds of haosands of
shiveting Ukrainians in bleak midwinter.
The hackers are charged with immsding the
i likely poisoning of
tormer spy Sergei Skiipal. The squad alles-
edly 1neddled in the eleclion of Frendh
President Emmanuel Macron,

Russia allegedly hacks govirnments, non-
governmental organizations and private cor-
peralimns; na 1 s Lno hig ar lan
small for Putin’s Eremlin keyboard cowbuys.
They praclice whal is best umilerslood as
guerrilla warfave against worldwide lasy and
order,

What hopact the indicttment mighthave is
ditfiendt to prediet. Putin is nnlikely (under-
stalement alert!) Lo arrest and Luco wyer the
charged individuals; wide-] r'm;;mg interna-
Lienal sanclivns have had minimal ol wn
a government that is belisved to have
Tunnbied huspilals in Syris e behalf of
Kkleptocrat Bashar al-Assad. And the hackers
arc unlikely Lo foss up, given Use lugh risk of
peisoning among hobest Russians.

Putin is 4 czar from the classic Russian
mold, willibe Lo subject hig prople Lo any
havdship necessary to preserve his suip, He

ic czar wilh a lech lwisl

believes that Western culbual and economic
influenee is a kind of 2)st-cenlury invasion,
aud he will absorb all the sanctions and
apprubeivm aod cransm daray
sary 19 sup ll.\e invaders of their strength
the Wusl and ils allas
v in bis nostrils

help mallers tal the president
of the United States, normally the head of
the law-and-arder alfiance, 15 one of the few
world leaders who scems not to understand
what his Russian counterpart is up to
“Russia, Russia, Russia’ voroplaing Frosi-
dent Tinmp whenever the topic of Putin’s
esbuc-cimmando warfuce i raised. Teump
meets privately with Putin. Trwanp chats up
Pulin on Uae phane. Trump lakes Pulin al his
vord over America’s own intelligence
SCPVIEES.

In his recent book “The New Map: Energy,
Cliate, and the Clash of Nations” clear-
¢ved econotice historian Danivl Yergin ex-
plains Putin’s tightrope. Despite Russia’s
rmagnifivenl buman assels, the nalivn
mains heavily dependent on xav comniod
Lic u'll» anl and natural gas. The nse
of the Tnited States as a leading energy
producer, plus Uhe wreening of Russias
major Enropean customers, has driven fuel
prices down Putin’s had behavior is his way
of remaining relevant on the world stage
despite & chronically weak economy Per-
veesely, Vergio o vus, "l new dsulalion

made [Russisn] companies more de-
peodent un the slale and expanded Lhe role
of the government in the national ecotnomy.”

The slubbarn rusilicoue of the Russians,
bred cver centuries, is in a weitd way the
Iragedy of the nalion. They are ennlenl Lo
swrvive, to endure, when the breadth and
vichness of their beantiful land offers so
louch rure.

dasiid wonds fle@washpost vom



