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Flagging recovery

Another rate cut will not help at this point

lagging economic recovery would be a key concern for the Monetary

Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), which is

meeting to review the policy this week. The Manufacturing Purchasing

Managers’ Index, for instance, fell to 46 in July against 47.2 in June.
Although a reading below 50 indicates contraction, the latest print suggests
firms are facing difficulties and economic activity would remain muted until
the virus is contained. A number of states have imposed localised lockdown,
which is affecting supply chains and consumer demand. Other indicators also
underscore this. Mobility indices, which track movements of people, have
declined. A recent note by Nomura highlighted that economic recovery, meas-
ured by an index, is stuck at about 30 percentage points below normal.

Goods and services tax collection in July was lower by 14.6 per cent, year-
on-year, as a large part of the service economy is still not allowed to operate.
Car sales recovered sharply in July, but may not be reflecting the correct picture.
Since producers report dispatches to dealers as sales, one-month data may not
reflect the actual demand situation. However, the employment situation seems
to have improved significantly. The unemployment rate, according to the Centre
for Monitoring Indian Economy, fell to 743 per cent in July, which is lower
than the level seen in February 2020. The employment situation is better in
rural India compared to the urban areas. To some extent, this also explains the
lower level of overall economic activity.

‘Weakening recovery suggests that the economy needs continued policy
support. However, the level of economic activity is not the only indicator that
the committee would be considering. Inflation continues to remain above the
target band of the central bank and, contrary to what many economists were
expecting, it has not collapsed. Thus, the real interest rates have slipped into
negative territory after many years. The MPC will need to discuss to what
extent it intends to keep real interest rates in the negative zone, because it can
affect inflation outcomes. Negative real interest rates could also force savers
into asset markets like equities and real estate, which can create asset price
bubbles. Further, there is plenty of liquidity sloshing in the system, which has
effectively reduced the importance of the policy repo rate. The central bank
would need to address this issue because liquidity may continue to rise and
affect inflation outcomes.

The RBI is rightly intervening in the currency market, which has increased
rupee liquidity in the system. Since the fall in 1mpons is expected to result ina
‘balance of | inth quarters, and
intervention will lead to higher liquidity, it is perhaps time to limit access to
international debt. Therefore, with the given financial conditions, uncertainty
on the inflation front, and the fact that the RBI has provided significant accom-
‘modation in recent months, it is advisable to keep the policy rates unchanged.
The MPC would do well to wait and watch how the financial and inflation con-
ditions evolve in the near term. Another rate cut will not have a significant
impact on economic activity at this stage because it is largely being constrained

by the continuous spread of Covid-19.

A continuing fight
India is far from the pandemic peak

‘ndia now has over 1.8 million confirmed cases of Covid-19. Of those more

than 580,000 are active. The highest number of new cases daily in the

world is in India, even more than in the United States — in spite of its rel-

atively low and inaccurate testing mechanisms. July saw the cases in India
treble — they were under 600,000 at the end of June. It is worth noting that
he di: 1 icsofa bad
For example, the fact is that the number of cases per million in India is fewer
than 1,400, a fraction of what it is in countries like Brazil or the US. Even if the
differential testing ratio is ignored — Brazil and India have both tested at sim-
ilarly low rates — a low number of cases per million also suggests the pandemic
has considerable room to expand. There is every reason to fear, for example,
that August will see an expansion of the pandemic into states and Union
Territories that have not so far succumbed in great measure. Even though
things have improved i d would lead to a further doubling,
or even tripling, of the numbers. Preventing this spread must remain the priority
for both the Union and state governments for the foreseeable future.

There are some reasons why a certain degree of overconfidence has crept
in. For one, the death rate per million remains very low in India — under 30 —
as compared to three-digit figures in many European countries. While that is

, it might be to from that. Death rates
might be understated because of misreporting — and death statistics in India
had been problematic even when there was no pandemic. India also has a fairly
favourable age distribution of the population, which means it is more appro-
priate to compare the mortality rates for specific subgroups — the elderly, those
with co-morbidities — than the aggregate rates. Finally, the experience in
Europe and in Wuhan has revealed the effort in the pandemic must be to keep
the number of severe cases as low as possible, because once that number passes
a threshold determined by the capacity of the healthcare system, the death

ashy ninto This has not yet happened
in India, but it is worth noting that given India’s generally under-provisioned
healthcare system, such a threshold will be lower in this country than in Europe,
China, or even Brazil.

Thus, neither government nor people can afford to relax. August will con-
tinue to be a battle, and India is far from hitting the possible peak of the pan-
demic, which has a great deal of space still to spread if it is permitted to. Later
in the year, complexities will arise with the return of the regular influenza sea-
son, which will lead to misdiagnoses and panics. Thus, effort must continue to
be focused on the public health crisis. This was always going to be a long haul
effort, with no real end till an effective vaccine is broadly available. In spite of
some encouraging news, that day still remains some distance away.
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Theimportance of
high-yield markets

Theirrole in fuelling the success of the US shale industry offers
lessons for India's economy today

hen one studies the evolution and growth
thhe hale industry in the US, one realises
U V that it is a truly amazing success story. A
triumph ofen(repreneu(shlp, technology, regulatory
forbearance and private property rights. A bunch of
wildcat drillers took the risk and were backed to the
hilt by the capital markets. Largely due to the boom
inshale oil or tight oil, US oil production, which had
peaked in 1970 at 10 million barrels per day(Mbpd),
has hit new highs in the last few years. After declin-
ing to 6 Mbpd in 2008, US oil
production reversed course to
reach 12 Mbpd in 2019. The surge
in production, which is entirely
due to shale, has given the US
energy independence and
changed the economics and geo-
politics of the petroleum indus-
try. Today, US shale oil is the
price-setter and produces the
marginal barrel of oil.

The initial impact of shale
was on natural gas, where it
drove prices to new lows and
spurred the consumption of gas for power, reducing
the dependence on coal.

Whichever way you cut it, shale has been a huge
positive for the US economy, boosting capital expen-
diture, improving energy security and lowering the
cost of manufacturing,

‘What many do not know is the integral role the
capital markets, especially debt and high-yield mar-
kets, had in enabling the shale revolution. Oil and
gas high-yield issuance really took offin 2010 at the
outset of the US shale oil revolution. Shale had been
enabled by the decade-long rise in oil prices, which
peaked at $150/barrel in 2008. Between 2010 and
2014, we saw over $510 billion of high-yield debt
issuance by the oil and gas sector, peaking at $160
billion in 2014. Issuance then stabilised at approx-
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imately $100 billion per annum between 2015 and
2019. So, a trillion dollar was raised over the last 10
years. Taking into account the average tenure of
issuance, there is about $640 billion of high-yield
debt still outstanding today (source: Dealogic).

The controversy in the space today is over the
refinance risk on all this high-yield debt. More than
one-third, about $222 billion, will come up for repay-
ment in the next two years. If the high-yield market
does not support, we will see a wave of bankruptcies

and well shut-ins. Already so far in
2020, high-yield issuance for the
energy sector has dropped signifi-
cantly, with only $30 billion issued to
date. The high-yield markets will, in
effect, decide the long-term future of
the industry. With no or limited fund-
ing, there will be no future growth in
drilling and production. With no new
drilling, shale oil production will
drop, given the depletion rates of
older fields.

Shale would never have reached
scale without the debt markets. Banks

on their own did not have the risk appetite.

Now why is all this relevant to India? Beyond the
obvious sensitivity to oil prices, as shale oil produc-
tion declines, oil prices will rise, negatively impact-
ing the Indian economy.

‘However, the longer-term lessons are in trying
to understand the importance of high-yield debt
markets, and the critical role they can play in build-
ing our infrastructure and new industries.

Tn India today post the IL&FS debacle, the failure
of Dewan Housing and the closing of the Franklin
corporate bond funds, there is no longer much of a
high-yield market. Trading volumes have collapsed,
and itis difficult o issue any new paper Thisiseven
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uine high-yield instruments below investment grade
rating(BBB) have almost no market or trading at all.

We have to find ways to revive the high-yield
‘markets (anything below AA rating), if we have to
reduce our dependence on the banks. The sad fact
remains that at present 60-65 per cent of our finan-
cial system, all public sector banks (PSBs)— exclud-
ing the State Bank of India— most non-banking
financial companies and most smaller private banks
are in no position to lend. Either they lack capital,
funding, risk appetite or management. Coming out
of Covid, we will only have five to six large banks
which will have the willingness and ability to lend.
All of them are raising capital as we speak, soaking
up whatever capital the markets will give. For
growth to ever revive in the economy, we need more
sources of capital than these six banks. These banks
will all do phenomenally well, but they cannot sup-
port the growth of the entire economy. It is a well

documented fact that our growth slowdown is
closely related to the financial system stress of the
past few years.

There are numerous reports and suggestions on
how to revive the bond markets. From increasing
the pool of eligible players and eligible assets, to
bringing in more foreign portfolio investment and
encouraging retail flows. These steps and more must
be taken quickly. A period of low rates may also help,
as the search for yield may change risk appetite
among institutional players as they have no choice
but to move further out on the risk curve to meet
target or promised yields.

A vibrant bond market, both investment grade
and lower credits, is critical to help the economy
come back on the rails. No bank today wants to take
large chunky corporate exposures. No bank wants
tofund i green-field projects. All the
six relevant banks have promised their investors
that they will not increase the risks they take on the
corporate book. Investors are tracking the quality
of the corporate book like hawks. Any rise in per-
ceived riskiness and stocks tank.

How will new projects and infrastructure get
funded? Who will provide the debt needed to build
new assets? Eventually, the government cannot
build all the new infrastructure. Private capital is
also required. The debt markets are needed to
decentralise credit risk and spread it through the
system, so that no one institution is left holding dis-
proportionate credit exposures. They are also
needed to break through the risk aversion, as banks
are coming through the worst corporate credit cycle
in their history. They are naturally risk-averse. We
need to put in place new structures like alternative
investment funds that can house the credit and ten-
urerisk inherent in green-field assets. The risk taken
must be and the
with the risk.

Whatever regulatory and structural changes are
needed to revive the bond markets must be done.
They are critical to eventually rebooting our eco-
nomic growth.

though many in India
witha rating below AA as being meh yleld The gen-

Whither nuclear energy?

ment of the historic US-India Civilian Nuclear

Agreement. This high-profile deal signed in 2005
by then prime minister Manmohan Singh and US
president George Bush dominated Indian politics
through the second half of the previous decade and
involved bitter infighting within the then govern-
ment between the left, adamantly opposed to the
deal, and Mr Singh, who personally
fought for it and risked his personal,
as well as the Congress Party’s
future. In retrospect, it all seems a
fight over nothing.

Simple statistics bear this out. As
of March 2008, the same year that
the agreement was finally signed by
both sides, the share of nuclear
power in total installed electricity
generation capacity was 2.9 per cent.
Twelve years later, that share has
actually fallen to 2.5 per cent.

Interms of actual electricity gen-
erated, the scenario is only slightly
better, with the share of nuclear in
total electricity generated, rising by about a percent-
age point in the last 10 years. Ironically, over this
same period, the share of thermal energy in total elec-
tricity generation has increased by 3 percentage
points. Nuclear energy was supposed to be an impor-
tant component of India’s drive towards reducing its
carbon footprint, as well as energy security.

It is not that the National Democratic Alliance
government does not have ambitious plans for
nuclear energy. As of March this year, Parliament was
told that there were five nuclear power projects under

with 7,200 MW.

Ir has been exactly 15 years since the announce-
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medicine and nuclear use in agriculture (irradiation
for the preservation of food). India has also just signed
a civil nuclear cooperation agreement with the
European Union. However, it is clear that the reality
has not lived up to the expectation.

‘What went wrong?

Firstly, after much hype, following the nuclear

deal, India passed a nuclear liability law which
‘made manufacturers of nuclear
equipment, rather than operators
of a plant, liable in case of a
nuclear accident. This caused
‘many manufacturers to cool off on
the Indian market.

But as Manoj Joshi, a fellow at
the  Observer  Research
Foundation, points out, reality has
never met the hype, even before
the nuclear deal. It was expected
that total nuclear capacity in the
country would be 10,000 MW by
2000. “We will be lucky if we meet
the 2000 target in 2020,” he says.

Similar grand expectations fol-
lowed the nuclear deal, only to be scaled down. The
problems with nuclear capacity addition are long
lasting — it has been affected by a chronic under-
performance, right since inception.

As nuclear physicist and a long-term analyst on
the Indian nuclear sector, M V Ramana, pointed
outinabooksome years ago, the governance struc-
ture of the sector has to bear a substantial part of
the blame. The perverse consequences of its strate-
gic importance have meant that the main institu-
tions — the Atomic Energy Commission and the
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Another six projects, of a total 9,000 MW, had been
approved and financially sanctioned. Last year, the
US agreed to build six nuclear reactors in India in
Andhra Pradesh. And in a small step, the government
also allowed private sector participation in nuclear

Dy of Atomic Energy (DAE) — have tended
to face relatively less oversight and have reported
directly to the prime minister, leaving them less
accountable than otherwise. And, in a scenario that
will be familiar to those with more than a passing
knowledge of infrastructure governance, the

Thewriteris with Amansa Capital

Atomic Energy Regulatory Board, reports directly
to the DAE — thus compromising regulatory inde-
pendence. A nuclear deal will not solve these prob-
lems, which are entirely of our own making

Quite apart from this has been the fact that the
global mood has turned distinctly against nuclear
energy since the beginning of this decade, following
the Fukushima disaster. In India, too, vociferous
protests from local populations have dogged proj-
ects such as the Kudankulam plant in Tamil Nadu.

But the real dampener has probably been simple
economics. In fact, the real action, so to speak, has
been in the renewable energy sector, whose share
of total installed capacity has risen dramatically in
the last decade by a little over three times, at the
same time as its tariff costs have collapsed. “In con-
trast to nuclear power, India has usually exceeded
its targets, at far lesser investment, in the area of
renewable energy,” Joshi points out. In India today,
renewable energy is highly competitive, even when
compared with thermal energy.

In contrast, the capital costs of nuclear plants
are high and remain so, as is the fuel. Nuclear
power tariffs are set by the DAE, but have to com-
pete in the market with tariffs from other sources
which are more market-driven and highly compet-
itive. Put simply, nuclear power has simply not kept
pace with reforms in the rest of the power sector in
the country.

Is it fair to say then, that nuclear energy is
doomed to irrelevance in India? What is clear is that
unless reforms to the regulatory and institutional
structure of nuclear power in India are not carried
out, the promise of the nuclear deal will not be met.
Given that these institutional structures have perse-
vered for decades, any government looking to carry
out such reforms will have its work cut out.

The anti-nuclear lobby, which was so effectively
sidelined 10 years ago, may be having the last laugh.

Thewriter is the chairman of Feedback Infra
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WORDLY WISE
E TRADE IS NOT BASED ON UTILITY BUT ON JUSTICE.
— EDMUND BURKE
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

NO GOING BACK

Restrictions onimports may be steps towards self-reliance. They
also raise concerns about return to failed policies of licence raj

AST WEEK, THE Union government imposed restrictions on television im-
ports, much of which are sourced from Vietnam and China, by placing them
inthe restricted
ermenttoimport fully built television sets into the counlry “Thisis unlikely

August 5

Tomorrow at Ayodhya we will see the dismantling of the
old, and the bhoomi pujan of the new republic

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

IF ONE GRASPS the meaning of a moment, it
s easier to decipher the challenges involved
in searching for the alternatives. The 5th of
August, 2019 and 2020, constitutesamoment
when, rather than shrill rhetoric,asoberreal-
ism is necessary to grasp the meaning of the
‘moment. Going by the self-deceptive state-
merns of some Congress leaders, one suspects

tion of the Ram

tobe aone-off move. The i repor
censing requirements on imports of products suchas furniture, toys and sports goods.
productsis, reportedly, also under con-
sideration. Ostensibly, these measures — in line with the government's stated policy of
“atma nirbharta” or self reliance — are meant to reduce the country’s import depend-
ence, 'vis avis China, and facili i

temp]e bsgms the BJP might have achieved
its grand project.

As the bhoomi pujan ceremony unfolds
at Ayodhya tomorrow, the prime minister
may as well announce the commencement
ofanew republic”. During the pastoneyear,
India h anew political arena. Itis

‘h measures, these
of the failed

ment. While sections of
indications of a
policy of import substitution, could mark a reversal of the gains of trade il

industry may
i it raj, and a

timetobeginidentifying the pillars on which
this new India stands and ask if the new

over the past few decades. This would be taking not one but several steps backward.

Inthe currentclimate, the political llure of such polici However,
India ith such polici beenough pointthat
this s not the way forward. ashas byerect-

ing barriers to cnlry‘ ]cads to the creation of a high-cost and uncompetitive domestic
ountries, most notably
China, su-nply because it is not competitive enough to produce them. Addressing issues

are-
public at all. (In the introduction to his new
book, Making Sense of Indian Democracy,
Yogendra Yadav, too, deploys this analogy of
the “second republic”).

Electoral outcomes occasionally intro-
duce ruptures. That 2014 would be such a
rupture was almost foretold. Throughout the
past six years, the BJP government went on

the pum - Duringits first term,

itsgripon
 The taskofpreparing he

that afflict domestic tsetof policy not
theimposition of tariffand non-tariff barriers. e
thatweremudl thelast century, haveac-
crued from trade, integrati he global economy post 1991, cannot be

ignored or forgotten. Moves such as these could also create the space for further lobby-
ing by domestic players to raise barriers to entry in other segments as well. Once these
are erected, they will be hard to dismantle.

Atabroader level,a
trade. On the one hand, it alks of reater integration with global supply chains, and on
theother hand, it walks out of ip (RCEP)
agreement and also seeks to erect both tariff and non-tariff barriers to protect domestic
industry. This is unfortunate. Raising the country’s share in world trade, taking advan-

policy

ground for the new republic was mostly con-
ducted through orchestrated vigilantism and
issues of cow and conversion. Through the
face-offs with students, the regime had in-
dicated two things: Its penchant for abrasive
useofstate power and s ability to positabi-
nary of nationalism and democracy where
the latter was shown as the machination of
the anti-national.

‘The last 15 months have seen a more sys-
tematicand ruthless action toward rewriting

tage of the current and of!
of China, requires greater trade liberalisation, not less. Instead of looking inward, India
should be working towards integrating with global supply chains more closely.

CoviD & MILK

Demand destruction due to shutdown has created a problem.
The government should intervene
ILKIS Aunique “crop” that farmers harvest daily. But beingalso consumed

daily, supply-demand balancing isn't as difficult as in, say, wheat that is
‘harvested over 2-3 months and has to be stocked to enable round-the-

mar of state pover This began with a com-
b

‘merely Article 370, butalsoabold experiment
in i ralism. The

dlspum the Courtvalidated the basic prem-

signalled its contempt for that experiment.
‘The CAA signalled that all religions are not

y the Ram
agltallon.Thal ruling did not merely give the
disputed land to one set of litigants, it facili-

equalany more. In Kashmir,
ushered in closure of open society and in the
case of the CAA, it brought state repression
and the stigma of beinganti-national for those
upholding the old order.

Now, in conjunction with celebrating the
dismantling of Article 370, India is also dis-
‘mantling another relic of the first republic —
inter-faith accommodation. The SC ruling in
the Ayodhya case, ordering that Muslims be
givenan“alternative” site, formalised the pe-
ripheralisation of the Muslims both spatially

to the project behind the agitation. In most
other matters, the Court has chosen either to
defer cases challenging government actions
orto acquiesce with the executive's wisdom

Fourth, is the politics of avoidance dis-
played by most political parties. The BJP has
displaced the original republic, but history
must note the mute willingness with which
other players contributed o t. On not even
one of these issues could any political party

and politically, while the

wage a full-fledged politic Ifon

theof-

The BJP has displaced the
original republic, but history
must note the mute
willingness with which other
players contributed to it. On
not even one of the issues
could any political party wage
a full-fledged political
opposition. If on Kashmir,
many evidenced their
eagerness to join the BJP’s
chorus, on Ayodhya, most
parties chose to ignore the
core questions. When parties
and politicians hail the
building of the Ram temple,
they choose to ignore that it is
being built on the debris of
mutual accommodation and

triple talag.
]( ‘was soft in rha[ only the orrhodux among
the Muslims could defend it. But in banning
the practice, the government inserted the
clause of criminalising the act — betraying the
intent ufpunishing rather than reforming.
'nbeganamore directassaulton! India's
first mpuh]lc T

an unprecedented
homogenisation of Hindu-
ness. In this sense, the past
one year, and more, has been
the period of ‘no contest’ in
India’s politics. If the BJP is

oret]
ficialisation of the status of Hindu religion as
the basis of the new republic.

Kashmir, their

join the BJP's chorus, on Ayodhya, most par-

ties chose toignore the core questions. When
i

Forthe BJP all

its. pulitical faith. The crucial questioniis: Could

Ram temple, they choose to ignore that itis

seithad the nec-
essary legislative majority? Its majority has

dation and represents an unprecedented ho-
Hindu-nes the

changes, butwhile necessary, thatwas notthe
sufficient condition for bringing about the
new polity. Therefore,

pastone year, and more, has been the period
of “no contest” in India's politics. If the BJP is

new polity, it might be in order to put on
record five pillars on which the new republic
isbeing built.

Akey pillar in the project ofdlsmant]mg
the: old order ! has been the lransﬁ)nnatlon of

guilty of di the republic, ll other
parties are silent approvers.

Finally,the new republi is founded on a
militant culture of majoritarianism. This did
not happen overnight. As this writer has ar-
gued, the past three decades are marked by

repression.

iping of this tendency. India's demo-
joritar-

cised and poisonousadministration — partic-

maj
ianism. That risk materialised through the

ularly in the case of t andin-

and
e fail

vestigation
withwhich mos(suchagenﬂes now function
i chilling and this s seen in the manner in
which mainstream politicians from Kashmir
are treated as also n the reckless application

fthe Congress during and after
the 1980s. In the past six years, the BJP has
given majoritarianism the teeth and legiti-
macy that signified the coming of the new re-
publlc

ofthe UAPA. Secondly

past
sixyears, moresoin the lastoneyear. Any dis-

acteristicsof
publlcwhere(he “public” willbe constituted

sentis presented as to national

interestor i tofdis- ‘populist Likeinthe
sentis criminalised. The space for contatan  case of the most ardent opponent of majori-
ideasand jish-  tariani i i i

ingaforced consensus.

J&Kandthe passageofthe amendmenttothe
Citizenship Act challenged the foundations of
the Constitution. In J&K, the issue was not

guilty of disma the
republic, all other parties are
silent approvers.

nothave been soeasy without the willingness
of the judiciary tolook the other way,and oc-
casionally join in the project.In the Ayodhya

tarianism,
republic could also be “Hey Ram".

he writer, based at Pune, taught
political science and s currently chiefeditor
of Studies in Indian Politics

year sales. While production of milk is subject to seasonal
- s ® o seasonal I

—animal;
mer  They usually convert theflush” sea-
soninto skimmed milk powder (SMP) and ghee/butter for reconstitution in the “lean”
months, when demand for curd, lassi and ice-cream also goes up. This system has gener-
ally worked well. Even asIndia's milk output has more than doubled in the lat 15 years,
i the back of ris Dairies, then,
dled with unsold inventories, unllke sugar mils or the Food Corporation of India.
by : !

destruction wroughtby the post- covm shutdown of hotels, restaurants, hostels, canteens
i ocial i place.

and apart from nearly
‘With institutional sales collapsing — these make up a quarter of the country’s market for

LIr SERVICE TO BHASHA

NEP does not adequately tackle issue of inequity arising out of medium of instruction

DHANMANJIRI SATHE

‘THE MEDIUM OF instruction has been a way
of| perpetuanng class and caste structures in

fat
the summer and monsoon months. Not only is this unprecedented, the situation will

Indi
sense of the language policy since
as well as the New Education

availabil-

Policy 2020 (NEP, 2020). NEP 2020 has many

ity A positives, including not making Hindi com-

Dussehra and Diwali may not see much demand for sweets made from ghee, khcya o pulsoryin South ndianstates Butonthe ped-

che isn'tgoing Dail i agogicall

alread, Rs 10-13 perlitre. Even those sue of the medium of instruction, the policy

1arge|y into liquid milk marketing have cut by Rs 3 s/nne seemstofollow the well-trodden path.
direct Board tocre It says that the mother-tongue or the re-

smck of about SMPand butter. The costof this —atRs 8103l language would be the “preferred

200/kg for SMPand Rs 300/kg for butter, corresponding toa Rs 25/litre cow milk procure-
ment price —may come o around Rs 2100 core, whic st oo high It can well e re-

lean” summer season,
returned. Notintervening now will urt farmers. I they were to respond by not pmpmy
feeding or animals, itwould harm well.

THE CONSULTANT

Testing the limits of the permissible, Amar Singh made himself
visible in the post-liberalisation, coalition era

NDIASBEST-KNOWN FILM personalitysbusiness debt tobe pad off? AmrSingh
wasathand. hen defused? Amar Singhwasat

mode of instruction tll Class 5, possibly Class
8.Italsostatesthat, “wherever possible” these
languages will be used in public and private
schools. Given the ground realities what does
allthis entail?

Befc and possibly 20-25

‘years after Independence, most school-going
children attended bhasha-medium schools,

evenif their parents belonged to the well-off
sections of society. Only the elite sent their chil-
drento expensive English-medium schools. If
one makes alist of retired top civil servants,
academiciansand officialsof private and pub-
lic sector enterprises above the age of 60, it's
very likely that most of them studied in a
bhashaschool. Studyinginabhasha school did
nothamper their progressinife. Thereare two
reasons for this. First, these schools were ex-

trustvote? as

cellent in th Even the standard of

the first outlier who flamboyantly challenged mn[empnrany Lutyens’ Delhi, and made
himselfindispensable to it. He ticked all the wrong boxes. Born in Azamgarh, which was
later vilified for terrorism, educated in communist-ruled Kolkata, resident of the whole-
sale market district of Burrabazar, he didn't belong in Lutyens' Delhi.
But ion India, whicl
hind the | fgrowth buyingan.
or a Fiat. Politically, in the coalition era, Singh began to test the limits of choice. He was
ahead of his time. Charged with bribing three BIP MPs, he was sent to judicil custody,
though the financial trail was never established. Now, charges of buying legi
ot the majesty of thelaw, but tired humour on social meia. Singh aso transformed the
Samajwadi Party, which hej 1996.If
ebrationsin Saifai, Mulayam Singh Yadav’s village, itis the legacy of its former general sec-
retary, who was also expelled for a period.
o . | .

AmitabhBachchan,
ABCL. Singh, who may have drummed up the money, holds one comer ofthe le,sig-
nalling ownership. The other shows Amar Singh's sandals. Ordinary sandals, not the ex-
pensive footwear of Delhi’s politicians. He had taken them off before entering someone’s
home, in the time-honoured manner of the ancients.

[ | |

So,students coped easily in colleges and uni-

An exposure to basic English
from a very young age in
bhasha schools — through
rhymes, simple sentences —
could make learning the
language later much casier.
Making special funds
available for English-
teaching at panchayat or zila
parishad level schools could
also help.

versites.Second, most students belonged to

smdymgm(heEngllsI\ medmmleadsmgaps

theu
tion n their families.

Over the years, while school enrollment
has increased, the quality of education in
bhasha schools — invariably government

own society —
and whattheparentethinkisnécesearyforthe
economicsurvivalof their children. So,parents
send their kids to English-medium schools as
soonasthey canaffordit. The bhasha medium

donot get the coveted jobs and the

ctions have
op(ed out of them. This shift from bhasha
schools to English-medium schoolsfirsthap-
pened in the metros, then in middle-level
cities and has reached the villages now. The

disparit
NEP 2020 does not tackle the issue ofin-
equity that arises out of the medium of in-
struction. The document pays lip-service to
the promotion of bhashas, but the, pollq/wlll

from the Bahujan Samaj. These children suffer

from twohandicaps. Frst, the extremely poor

quality of education in most bhasha schools
jith i i

TheEnglish-
medium schools will continue as they are,
rather more of them will sprout. But the agi-
tationof 2014 could beaharbingerofthe pos-

‘Tamil Nadu. Second, such children rarely have
a tradition of education in their families and
find it very difficult to compete with their

this“manner
of doing things”.

One could let all students study English
from an earlier age. Admmedly, this goes

ground, better education and proficiency in
English. But the benefit of expanding educa-
tionis that such children, who would not sk

against education,and
the non-elite will face more problems in
studying English. But an exposure to basic
English from a very young age in bhasha

forabetter deal earlier,

schools —

demandsclear. One remembers theagitation
in 2014 when the Hindi-speaking students
were arguing that the higher education sys-

— could make learning the language later
much easier. Making special funds available
for English-teaching at panchayat or zila
parishad could also help. These

dents,especially at the UPSC level.
There is aconflict what the edu-

could besomestepsinmakingschool educa-
egalitarian.

cationists say — one understands the subject
best in the mother-tongue, we as a nation
should notlosesuchamultitudeoflanguages,

The writer s an Emeritus Professor of
Economics, Savitribai Phule Pune University

AuGusT 4, 1980, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

AGITATION NOT OVER

‘THE PROJECTED NEGOTIATIONS on the for-
eigners issue appeared to have run aground
with the sponsors of the Assam movement
threatening to resume their agutauon ifthe

ANDHRA DISSIDENTS

THE CONGRESS (1) dissidents in Andhra
Pradesh rejected the appeal for cooperation
by Chief Minister ChennaReddy and his con-
tention that the party crisis had blown over

e July 25
Secord. Leaders of the All Assam Stadents
Union and the Gana Sangram Parishad have
denied the claims made on their behalf by
Manipur Chief Minister Dorendra Singh that
theaccord implied awithdrawal of the agita-
uan The statements said that the very term

Indira
Gandhi. Jaram,

Legislature Party, the question does not arise.

PAKISTAN N-PLANT
PAKISTAN IS NOW preparing to stockpile fis-
sile material for nuclearweapons. Westernin-
telligence analysts believe that another pilot
plantis under construction from

whoisspearheading the move fora change of
leadership, told newsmen after consulting
some of the 16 ministers who sought Mrs
Gandhi's permission to resign, that Reddy's
appeal was “misleading” and wasfor the con-

theailblod]
{inue impled that they haven' committed
themselves to complete withdrawal.

“the few il left with
him"“Ifthe cooperation soughtisfor hiscon-
tinuance as leader of the Congress (1)

‘which Pakistan may manufacture the pluto-
nium for its first explosion. The International
Institute for Strategic Studies has stated that
“although technicaldifficulties toimplement-
ing and engineering the centrifuge designs
still could slow the programme, within one
year Pakistan would have enough fissile ma-
terial for five-seven nuclear bombs a year".
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“While FATF can be said to have for

ced Pakistan’s hand and compelled it to

crack down on the violent extremist groups that had long insinuated
themselves into the warp and weft of society, this is the only viable path ahead
— DA

for this country.”

India and geopolitics of TikTok

Although total digital decoupling between US and China might take a long time,
ifithappens at all, new rules are emerging to define terms of engagement

BY C RajA MOHAN

INDIA'S BAN ON the hugely popular TikTok
and other Chinese apps, as part ofits retalia-
tion against China's aggression in Eastern
Ladakh, has acquired awider dimension that
few could have anticipated. TikTok s now at
the centre of arapidly expanding digital war
between the United States and China.

Since Delhi’s announcement banning
TikTok and other Chinese appsin june, there
has been talk of similar actions by
‘Washington. US President Donald Trumpis
doingone better than the NDA government.
Like Delhi, Washington toois citing national
security concerns about the widespread use
of Chinese apps.

Rather than simply ban TikTok,
Washington s “persuading” ByteDance, the
Chinese internet company that owns
Txk'[uk to hand over its business to the US

, Microsoft.

over the weekend that he might soon ban
TikTok set in motion frenzied negotiations
between ByteDance and Microsoft.

Trump does not just want an American
takeover of TikTok, but the best possible
terms for the United States. The US presi-
dent appears to have intervened in the ne-
gotiations by chatting over the phone with
Microsoft's CEO, Satya Nadella. In a state-
mentissued after the talks, Microsoft said, it
isready to oblige the Presidentand s “com-
‘mitted to acquiring TikTok subject toa com-
plete security review and providing proper
economic benefits to the United States”.

Microsoft said the

Although the US did not have a candidate of
itsownin the race for the rollout offfth-gen-
eration wireless technology, the Trump
Administration went out of the way to per-
suade its allies to abandon Huawei.

Trump now seems to have embarked ona
more consequential missionat home torede-
fine ties between US and Chinese technology
companies that flourished in recentyears. On
Sunday, Secretary of State Mike Pompeoindi-
cated that the takeover of TikTok is just the
first step. The administration is expected to
follow through with additional steps against

with
ByteDance involve more hanTikToksoper-
US. Microsoft

Until now, Beljing was supreme!y confi-
dentin ts tthat it could exclude

Gmailand Twi

the TikTok market in Canada, Australia and
New Zealand. Microsoft is also promising
that the deal will meet all the administra-
tion's national security concerns.

‘Trump's American critics insinuate that

from its market, but yet continue to explmr
the US market for the advance of its digital
entities. The reluctance to abandon the
Chinese market meant the US companies

ith TikTok
that was reportedly used to inflate the con-
firmations toattend his election rally in Tulsa,
Arizona a few weeks ago. The empty stands
in Tulsa were seen as a big setback for
Trump's campaign.

Let's assume for a moment an embar-
rassed Trump is getting even with a Chinese
app. That does not, however, in any way re-
duced the political salience of the US presi-
dent's strike against TikTok. Nor does it mask
Microsoft's commercial interest in acquiring
anapp that could help overcome the tech gi-

ppy
Beijing heaped upon them.
Inahard-hitting peech last month, the
US Attorney General William Barr re-
minded Apple, Google, Microsoft and
Disney not to forget their American iden-
tity and their obligations under US law.
Bar told the US corporate bosses they
“might not see themselves as lobbyists” for
China. But he reminded them of the dangers
of being used by Bejing and that their efforts
onbehalfofChina could invoke the provisions
of the oreign Agents Registration Act. The

demand:
i J

and winalarge and

While much of the US media was high-
lighting Trump’s personal peeve, China’s
Global Times had a very different point. In an
editorial on Sunday, the paper called the US
decision “a barbaric actof a rogue govern-
ment”, itas*

government. Lobbying without registration,
however, would bring many penalties.
Barr also told the US tech and enterain-

Until recently, the
mainstream commentary in
the US media had poured
cold water on Trump’s digital
war with China as self-
defeating. But the
administration officials
believe the tide might be
turning in America’s favour
in the new digital
confrontation. They point to
‘Washington'’s successful

they “may vi
selves a5 global citizens, rather than

looting ofInkTok by the Us

“But they should re-
memberthat

conjunction with US high-tech companes”.
Until recently, the mainstream commen-
tayin the US media had poured cold water

inthefirst place was the American enterprise
system, the rule of law, and the security af-
forded by America’s economic, technologi-

fea[lng. But the. Admlnls[ranon offﬂals be—
lieve the tide might be turning in America’s
favour in the new digital confrontation.

They point to Washington’s successful
campaign against Chinese telecom compa-
nies Huawei and ZTE in recent months.

caland military
dmil

gn against Chinese
telecom companies Huawei
and ZTE in recent months.
Although the US did not
have a candidate of its own in
the race for the rollout of

Mig
nexus between the US companies and China
come to an end if Joe Biden wins the presi-
dency inNovember? US tech companies and
Hollywood are certainly among big support-
ers of the Democratic Party. But they might

fifth-g wircless
technology, the Trump
Administration went out of
the way to persuade its allies
to abandon Huaweti.

CRSasikumar

haveto

A temple
for Bharat

Nehru versus Munshi debate on reconstructing
Somnath temple is crucial to understand
significance of Ram Mandir — and opposition to it

MANMOHAN VAIDYA

AYODHYA, THE BIRTHPLACE of Lord Rama,
s raring to turn the pages of history and

rically opposite to the Bharatiya view. It was
“abharatiya”. Whereas the concept of
Bharat of leaders like Sardar Patel, Rajendra
Prasad and Munshi was steeped in
Bharatiya civilisation.

unshi goes on to write: “On April 24,
1951, wrote a letter to him (Nehru) which
Iam reproducing next literally: ‘When the
whole scheme was discussed by Sardar
withBapu, he stated thatitwas all rightex-
cept that the funds necessary for recon-
structing the temple should come from the
public. Thereafter, the idea that the
Government of India should finance there-

usheranew chapter on-
struction ofagrand Shri Ram Temple slated
tocommence on August 5. The chronicle of
this festival will be inscribed in golden let-
ters in the cultural history of Bharat. Not a
‘mere block of concrete and stones, thistem-

of p up...
Yesterday you referred to Hindu revival-
ism. T know your views on the subject; I
have always done justice to them; I hope
youwillequally dojustice tomine..Itis my
faith in our past which has given me the
and to look

p
billions of Bharatiya people spread across
theworld. Alandmarkevent, this day trans-
ports one back to the year 1952 when the
then President ofindependent Bharat

forward to our future. | cannot value free-
dom if it deprives us of the Bhagavad Gita
oruproots our millions from the faith with
which they look upon our temples and

Rajendra Prasad, puja
ofthe Somnath Temple. lustious leaders
of the country like Sardar Patel, Mahatma
Gandhi,KanhaiyaLal Munshi, VP Menon,S

Rajendra Prasad had

icalterrain in Washington.
The “deepstate” in

and Raj
hailed the resurrection and restoration of

tohave made upits mind on the urgency of
coping with the Chinese digital threats. The
attitudes across the political spectrum to-
wards China are also hardening. Although
Trump s trailing in the polls, he can take
‘many policy actions against China until his
term comes to an end next January. A com-
plete reversal of the current actions against
Chinese companies might not be easy for
the next President.

texture of our lives.™

And o the reconstruction went ahead.
‘When the time came to install the deity,
Munshi approached Prasad and asked him
toperform the ceremony, butadded arider,
“that he should acceptitonlyifhe waspre-
pared not to fail us.” Munshi says “when it

he history Bharat — anaf-
firmation of our eternal legacy. However,
then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
deemed the act as *Hindu revivalism”. In

was d that Dr Rajendra Prasad
was to inaugurate the Temple, Jawaharlal
vehemently protested”. still, “Rajendra
Prasad kept his promise. However, his

hisbook KMMunshi

aminister in Nehru's cabinet, reproduced
excerpts of a debate that ensued between
the two of them at that time. Today, given
the backdrop of Ayodhya, reinvoking parts
of xl\atdebare iscrucial tobetter understand
the c of the restoration

the US and China might take a long time, if it
happens at all, new rules are now emerging
todefine the terms of engagement.
Equallysignificant s the return of bipar-
tisan US political support for “industrial pol-
icy” or conscious government effort to lead

of Ram Mandu and also, why there s op-
position toiit.

“The history of Somnath Temple s com-
parable to that of the Ram Mandir of
Ayodhya as the Muslim Turkic invader
Mahmud of Ghazni attacked the Somnath

I

evo-

inallthe papers, but wascut outfom theof-
ficial organs.”

Itis ironic that Nehru, the Indian icon of
liberalism and freedom of expression,
should make sure that the speech of the
President is censored. In this manner, de-
Spite opposition, Somnath was rebuilt and
today the magnificent shrine attracts mil-
lions of devotees. However, 60 years of rule
of one regime and the patronage of govern-
ments has proliferated the proponents of
the Nehruvian idea of Bharat in academia
and the media. Hence, history is repeating

lution. During the lastfour
tion of “industrial policy” was taboo in
Washington's policy community.

ingit completely.

in Ayodhya is more vocal than the opposi-

the cultural her-

Last week, Ti
the stock prices of Kodak — the once-fa-
mous US company that went broke by con-
tinuing to make cameras in the age of
smartphones. The Trump Administration,
using the Defence Production Act, has lent
$765 million to Kodak to start producing

itage of a civilisation are not mere physical

tionto emple was. This does
not dampen the spirits of innumerable
d

symbols,they are an
‘moral values and traditions that bind and

holistic spiritual tradition of Bharat.

“In November 1947, Sardar ..visited the
temple. At a public meeting, Sardar an-

ultural
heritage of Bharat will begin with the Ram
Mandir construction on August 5. The

munced ‘O of the New

D telecast of th will

genericdrugsand ingredi-
ents. The Defence Production Act dates back
to the 19505, when the US was mobilising
for the Korean War. Biden's campaign too
has embraced industrial policy as ameans
to cope with external and internal eco-
nomic challenges to the US.

Many in Washington are now convinced
that it was a terrible mistake for the US to
have believed that global trade and tech-
nology flows after the Cold War were
geopolitically neutral. The new American

be reconstructed. You,peopleofSaurashtra,
should doyourbest.

The country’s leadership of that time
was split into two opposing ideological
camps. Munshi writes: “At the end of the
cabinet meeting, Jawaharlal called me and
said: I do not like your attempt to revive
Somnath. This is Hindu revivalism.™

Why did Nehru oppose this act as
“Hindu revivalism,” while Munshi referred
toitas “Bharatiya collective-conscious”and

enable people
world to witness this historic moment. In
observance of corona-related directives, this
event will see fewer participants in atten-
dance. Itis my firm belief that the temple
trustees also view this event as the re-es-
tablishment of eternal Bhartiyalegacy and
pride and not just the construction of a
structure. This must be why senior repre-
sentatives of various faiths and sects like
Jain, Bauddh, Sikh, Muslim, Christian,
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes,

ithIndia’s
own recent turn towards decoupling from
China and the plan to rearrange its digital

thecom-
‘mon man? These two i i

priests, d spiritual gurus of
this

in reality the two different ideologies that

our country
jubilantaffair.

aframe-
work of trusted political partnerships.

‘The writeris director, Institute of South
Asian Studies, National University of

mind.Nehru
was not opposed to Bharat but the Bharat
of his dreams was a spin-off of the

is the symbol of our cultural heritage.

European view of life, which was di

Thewriter isj ftheRS:

affairs for The Indian Express

Hindu nation and its symbols

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CLUES FROM FARM

‘THIS REFERS TO the reporl‘ 'In farm
promise, some concern’, (IE, August 3).
Since adecade or two, Ihere hasbeena

IDEAS
ONLINE

SABA NAQVI

THEAUGUST ceremony that willtake place

. . e reduction in the the pri-
In Ayodhya will unfold a project of building, and erasure mary sector and migration of people ||  ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
frot iral to urban
sections. The problem lies in the lack of @BLINKERED ABOUT
target THI :
ple. Increasing the minimum support CHANDAN YADAV

and not a cause of concern for them. It was

‘the first sig-
nificant monumentof the Hindu nation. The
BJPand Sangh Parivar are determined to cre-
ate theirown history and monuments. All the
ideologues of the Hindu right have written
reams about Abrahamic religions holding the
national imagination hostage because of the
chicanery of Nehruvian secularism. They
have expounded on the nee for new sym-

indeed

again ‘who would say that a Hindu
was someone for whom India was both the
pitrabhumi (land of ancestors) and punya
bhumi (holy land), by which definition
Muslims and Christians were excluded.
‘The fact is that till now in independent
India, the August 15 prime ministerial speech
is made from the ramparts of the Red Fort, a
Mughal monument, and: gov-

the Ganga and Yamuna. There is the Saryu
along which Ayodhya stands and the Gomti
that cuts through Lucknow. Faizabad, the
town to which Ayodhya is attached, was the
first capital of the Nawabs of Awadh, who pa-
tronised music, the arts, the dance form of
kathak, and made donations to many tem-
ples. Ayodhya's pre-eminent temple to date
has been the Hanumangarhi, whose con-

truc

anew nation. The most significant exposition
hasbeen thatof V D Savarkar, who first came
up with the term Hindutva as the title of an
essay and would write that it was the “Prince
afAyodhya ‘who established the Hindu na-

built structures. This does not appeal to ad-
herents of an ideology seeking to create a

My first trip to Ayodhya was made in
November 1992, weeks before the Babri

muscular whatthey
'view as centuries of subjugation at the hands
of Muslims and then, Christians. British ar-

lay se of Victory re-
d

chitect Edward L

down.In
ofthe Ram janmabhoomi movement, | be-
gan my reporting career travelling across
India searching for the survival or death of

hal-
lengeable... that day was the real birth-day
of our Hindu people.” he wrote.

Itwould, therefore, beamistake tosee the
Ayodhya ceremony as a mere diversionary
tacticin the midst of a pandemic and asink-
ing economy. For the architects of the Hindu
Rashtra, itis a day to blow the conch shells
and rejoice. The fact that this will happen on
August 5 that marks the anniversary of the
abolition of Article 370, that

zoneand hislast foutinely used
as an insult meant to put down an old elite.
‘The central vista project announced last year
to redevelop this zone in Delhi must also be
seen in this light: There is an ideological un-
derpinningtoit, beyond beinga mere vanity
project for a prime minister.

Butto return to Ayodhya, it lies in the re-
giononceknown foracultural effervescence
often described as Ganga- Jumni tehzeeh that

asanabomination, isamatter of celebration

s lik Forone,
more rivers run through the rcglon besides

meretic ulture.
“The series, titled “In Good Faith”, was being
published in The Indian Express. 1 would see
fragile traditions vanish in the face of rising
Hindu assertion and as the counterpoint, a
growing Muslim conservatism. Equally,
many survived.

There was a large police presence in
Ayodhya that year and it seemed that an
apocalyptic event was round the corner.
Between sadhus, kar sevaks, politicians and
policemen, | met Ansar Hussain, then 87,a

devout Muslim who had for 45 years been
caretaker of the Sunder Bhawan, one of the
many Sita Ram temples in Ayodhya. He was
certain he would be safe; why, he said, when
he had fallen sick some years ago, two sad-
hus of the Hanumangarhi temple had do-
nated blood for him! I would return to
Ayodhya four days after the demolition and
find a big lock on his door and learn that the
family had fled. A young boy weating aaf-

price for the crops and assuring farm-
ers a sense of security can revive the
agriculture sector, which in turn can
boost the economy.

Chandravir Singh, Agra, UP

GROUNDWORK FIRST

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A peda-
ogyforNew ndi (I, August3).The

fron scarf fool

has gone as he was polluting the Gods, But
again, visiting Ayodhya some years later, I
‘would learn that Ansar Hussain had returned
and continued looking after his Sita-Ram
mandir till his death in his mid-90s

The Awadh region has birthed many
cultures and contesting memories, from a
nawabwho would compose adance drama
called Radha Kanhaiyya ka Kissa, to the
greatsinger of thumris and ghazals named
Akhtari Bai Faizabadi, whom we know as
Begum Akhtar.

Now the metaphorical Prince of Ayodhya
returns and a grand symbol of the recast
Hindu nation shall dominate the skyline.

Nagvi, asemurjoumnhs[ |smenurharol
Shades of Saffron: From

ecosystem in the cou mry undel the
new education policy will be a quan-
tum leap. The existing system is not
prepared forsuch

® EMBEDDED HISTORIES:
FAHAD ZUBERI

REVENUE MATTERS

THISREFERSTOthe editorial, tress And
Strain'(IE, August 3). The recovery in in-
direct tax revenue has proved theefficacy
of GST and that is back to

if they are incrementally imple-
mented. The Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation process
‘mandated by the RTE Act couldn't be
implemented successfully even after
adecade of the law came into farce
Therefore a rigorous

normal. But relatively higher contraction
indirect taxes underlines twoimportant
imperatives. First, acknowledging thatin-
dividual incomes have been badly af-
fected and mitigating the economic
shockby job creation, enforcingthe min-

approach needs to be adopted to gear
up the entire education system to lay
the foundation for the changes pro-
posed by the new policy.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

laws. Second, implementing the Direct
tax code 2.0 can help raising the income
tax share for the government and ratio-
nalisingslab rates for the individual.
Sagar Borade, Thane
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The conservative challenge to Hindutva

Hindu conservatism is the last bastion that right-wing populism seeks to vanquish effectively

SAJJAN KUMAR

The proposed ceremony to lay the
foundation stone for the Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya on August 5 has generat-
ed three broad responses: euphoria
from supporters; outrage from the
Left, Ambedkarites and secularists;
and strong disapproval on procedu-
ral grounds from eminent Hindu
saints. While the first two responses
were expected, it is dissenting voices
emanating from Hindu religious
authorities that merit attention. The

ions of the deal

AvoDHYA. TI

accepted practice since the Bhakti
movement. Doing so not only labels
the dissenting Brahmanical religious

and ultra-

with the emerging process of de-ri-
tualisation of the Hindu religion by
Hindutva in the following ways.

One, many Hindu Dharmagurus,
including a Shankaracharya, believe
that August 5 is an inauspicious day
for the ceremony. According to
them, astrologically, and in conso-
nance with established religious
practices, the second day (Dwitiya)
of the dark fortnight (Krishnapaksh)
of the Indian month of Bhadrapad
(July-August) is considered inauspi-
cious. Besides, gods are supposed to
be resting during this month and
must not be called upon. Despite
this, the Bharatiya Janata Party go-
vernment has decided to go ahead
‘with the ceremony on this date.

Two, last year, before the Lok Sab-
ha election, in open disregard of es-
tablished traditions, the Ardh
Kumbh was celebrated as the Kumbh
in Prayagraj (Allahabad) with fanfare.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi per-
formed the populist act of washing
the feet of sanitation workers. While
the act got broad political applause,
the Dharamagurus were pained to
see the Kumbh being celebrated
without auspicious sanction by un-
faue . P

orthodox, but also magnifies Hindut-
va’s appeal among the subaltern
masses, the numerical majority.

The popular interplay of religion
and politics is not new. Its votaries in-
clude Lokmanya Tilak, who started
the Ganapati festival for political mo-
bilisation against British rule; M.K.
Gandhi, who used religious imagery
during the freedom struggle; and
Swami Karpatri Maharaj of the Ram
Rajya Parishad in independent India.
On'the global level, political Islam
does the same. This has been the po-
sition of Liberation theology too.

Hindutva seems to follow the
above template but transcends it in
practice. The issue here is not wheth-
er it uses religion in politics or not;
rather, it is the status of religion in
the political framework of Hindutva.
In the case of old Indian votaries at
the national level, and political Isla-
mists and liberation theologists at
the global level, the status of religion
is either superior to or on a par with
the political. Nowhere do we find re-
ligion to be inferior to the political in
these cases. The old votaries invoked
religion in political affairs by reinter-
preting the sacred texts, but without

joning their sanctity. However,

De-ritualising Hinduism

These instances signify the growing
process of de-ritualisation of the Hin-
du religion, primarily by the trustees
of Hindutva, thereby pitting Hindut-
va against a section of religious auth-
orities. Hindutvas response to such
criticism has been to invoke the para-
digm of subaltern religiosity wherein
disregard for the ritual domain is an

driven by the incentive and appeal of
subaltern religiosity, Hindutva push-
es the horizon when the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) argues

portions from the Manusmriti which
are anti-Dalit and anti-women and of-
ten quoted in arguments against Hin-
du scriptures.” Similarly, Balmukund
Pandey, the head of Akhil Bharatiya
Itihas Sankalan Yojana, another RSS
outfit, announced a plan for modify-
ing the Ramayana to weed out verses
that are not in sync with the ideal im-
age of Ram. These endeavours cir-
cumvent the traditional Hindu fra-
mework of multiple interpretations
of texts and traditions. For instance,
the Bhagavad Gita has undergone
radical interpretations at the hands
of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, Tilak,
Vivekananda, Gandhi, etc., thus be-
coming a creative tool to mobilise the

ses. However, the sanctity of the
text was never sought to be altered;
the political game stopped at inter-
pretation. Political Hindutva has no
such restraint.

A new hierarchy
This unique characteristic signifies a
new hierarchy between religion and
politics. Here, religion is not only re-
legated to an inferior position but
has also been effectively vanquished
and used as a handmaid by the polit-
ical. Therefore, the dominant other
of Hindutva is not just the secular,
the Left, the Ambedkarites and the
assertive religious minorities. In fact,
in its populist avatar, Hindutva finds
it easier to tame these rivals. These
oppositional discourses suit its polit-
ical project. The real other that con-
temporary Hindutva shies away from

that texts like the Ramci

and Manusmriti should be edited in
the light of subaltern sensibilities.
For instance, Amir Chand of Sanskar
Bharti, an RSS outfit, stated, “In col-
laboration with the Ministry of Cul-
ture, we are debating the removal of

Profiteering during a pandemic

Overcharging the public should be made a punishable
offence under the Disaster Management Act

M.P. NATHANAEL

Soon after the government imposed
a nationwide lockdown to contain
the spread of COVID-19, prices of es-
sential items shot up in several places
across the country. The sudden de-
mand for masks saw even an ordin-
ary mask being sold at 2150 a piece,
though it turned cheaper weeks later
when there was

‘mass production.

Slowly, as cases .
grew, reports were °
published of private
hospitals overcharg-
ing patients, even af-
ter State govern-
ments cappe:
COVID9 treatment
charges. In some
private hospitals, patients were
asked to pay lakhs even before being
allotted beds. Even doctors working
in these hospitals reported that they
thought their patients were being
fleeced. Compassion was nowhere to
be seen. All that mattered was mak-
ing money. For instance, after a pa-
tient’s family lodged a complaint
with the West Bengal Clinical Esta-
blishment Regulatory Commission
that the patient had been over-
charged, the Commission directed
the private hospital where she had
been admitted to refund 1.4 lakh of
the 1.84 lakh charged for Personal
Protection Equipment. The hospital
was charging 37,000 a day for the
cost of PPEs used by the doctors
against the cap of 1,000 fixed by the
‘West Bengal government. Not all pa-
tients who have been overcharged
have been able to file complaints and
received refunds, however.

The cost of medicines too shot up.
In Srinagar, ivir was being

CE N

times. For transporting patients up to
a distance of about 1015 km, they
charged as much as 30,000 in Mum-
bai. For going to a hospital just 7 km
away, a patient had to spend 28,000
in Pune. In Kolkata, patients were
charged as much as 8,000 for a dis-
tance of 5 km, while in Hyderabad,
transportation charges ranged bet-
ween 35,000 and 10,000 for a dis-
tance up to 10 km.

During the lockdown,
poor migrants who wanted
to go home had to spend
large amounts to hire vehi-
cles. Buses operated by
private agencies charged ex-
orbitant fares. Most mi-
grants could not afford
these rates and had to
trudge hundreds and hun-
dreds of kilometres on foot. Many
met with accidents and lost their
lives in the process.

Similar scenes of extortion were
witnessed in December 1984 when
hundreds of residents around the Un-
ion Carbide pesticide plant fled Bho-
pal to escape inhaling the poisonous
gas that had leaked from the unit.

‘Way back in 1897, the British enact-
ed the Epidemic Diseases Act which
empowered the government to im-
plement any measures that would
prevent the outbreak or spread of
any disease. According to the law,
anyone disobeying the orders of any
public servant can be punished un-
der Section 188 of the Indian Penal
Code.

However, this is not enough. Since
exploiting the common man in such
times has to be sternly dealt with, a
provision ought to be incorporated in
the Disaster Management Act of 2005
to make overcharging the public a
i e. There are several

sold for as much as 36,000 against
the normal rate of 6,000. The poor
could not afford the medicine and
looked to government agencies for
help. In some places, those who
could afford it purchased more than
the required quantity leading to shor-
tage. In Mumbai, seven persons were
arrested for selling a vial of injection
of Remdesivir at ¥30,000 against the
actual price of 35,400.

Ambulance owners too chose to
‘make good money in these pandemic

cM
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instances of the general public hav-
ing been subjected to misery and
agony in the months following enfor-
cement of the lockdown; I have cited
only a few. Denying admission in hos-
pitals, refusing to bury the dead in
cemeteries, etc. need to be made
punishable offences. The horror sto-
ries of this pandemic give us an op-
portunity to do so.

M.P. Nathanael is Inspector General of Police
(Retd), Central Reserve Police Force

ac]
wary of, is internal to the discourse:
the Dharmacharyas and their devo-
tees. Hindutva seeks to show them
their marginal place in the age of
subaltern religiosity. However, in do-
ing so it faces a challenge as it ends

up alienating a section of the core
support base.

Therefore, the real question in the
event at Ayodhya is how far Hindutva
is willing to up the ante. The brazen-
ness with which it is proceeding with
the programme while disregarding
ritual objections ironically places it
on the same page as the Ambedka-
rites, who oppose Brahminical ritual-
ism. Yet, Hindutva is taking this bet
because this suits its populist appeal.
The more it de-ritualises religion, the
stronger is its appeal among the sub-
altern. The logical end of this quest
could only be a religion without ri-
tuals — a handmaid which would
dance to the tune of the political. In
that state, the rational approach of
political economy would be on a slip-
pery ground as a religio-cultural fra-
mework without the restraints of ri-
tuals would be malleable enough to
find a resonance with the majority.

-

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

sociated  with

er hate speech

based non-governmental body.

‘This explains the c
moves of Hindutva to disregard the
dissent of the conservative Dharma-
charyas, whose prominence denies
the saffron an exclusive claim to the
religious sphere. Without marginalis-
ing them, Hindutva would neither
vanquish the religious, nor employ it
popularly to find resonance with the
subaltern and the technocratic
youth. The latter two are not reli-
giously conservative in orientation.
Though it may sound ironical, at pre-
sent the most formidable challenge
that Hindutva faces is not from the
secular forces, but rather from the
conservative discourse from within.
However, Hindu conservatism is on
the retreat. This has been primarily
due to the addition of two new con-
stituencies within the fold of populist
Hindutva: one, a thicker chunk of
lower OBCs and Dalits and, two, a
post-globalisation middle class look-
ing for rapid disruptive change. The
first constituency was never deeply
interested in Hindu conservatism as
it wasn’t a beneficiary of it. The se-
cond has actually made a generation-
al shift from a conservative base and,
in the words of Danish political scien-
tist Michael Bang Petersen, shares
the mindset for a “need for chaos™. It
seeks disruption while paying lip ser-
vice to conservatism. Nevertheless,
Hindu conservatism is the last bas-
tion that right-wing populism seeks
to vanquish effectively.

Sajjan Kumar is a political analyst associated
with Peoples Pulse

(SLPP), a fc

Tamil People

vince, C.V. Wigneswaran.
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Political empowerment first

Sri Lanka’s parliamentary election, sche-
duled for August 5, is unique for three rea-
sons. One, there is no festive atmosphere as-
campaigning  due
COVID-19-related safety protocols. On the
bright side, the restrictions have meant few-
ccording to the Centre for
Monitoring Election Violence, a Colombo-

Two, this is perhaps the first time in near-
ly 70 years that the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) and the United National Party (UNP)
are no longer considered the principal forc-
es. The Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna
1d party headed by
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa, has oc-
cupied the space vacated by the SLFP. The
UNP, which was in power mostly between Ja-
nuary 2015 and November 2019, has suffered
a split with large sections of the party rally-
ing around the party’s candidate for the 2019
presidential election, Sajith Premadasa, un-
der the banner of the Samagi Jana Balawe-
gaya (United People’s Front). This seems to
have given the SLPP an advantage, despite
the dissatisfaction among some people over
the management of the COVID-19 crisis.

Three, importance is being accorded to
the economic agenda in the manifestos of
the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), led by vet-
eran parliamentarian R. Sampanthan, and
the Tamil Makkal Thesiya Koottani (TMTK,
National Alliance), led by
former Chief Minister of the Northern Pro-

There are candidates from other parties in
the fray too. In the Northern Province, Fish-
eries Minister Douglas Devananda, and chief
of the Tamil National People’s Front, Gajen-
drakumar Ponnambalam, are seeking re-en-
try into Parliament through Jaffna. In the
Eastern Province, commander-turned-rebel

., Vinayagamoorthi Muraleetha-
ran (Karuna Amman), and former Chief Mi-
nister of the Province, Sivanesathurai Chan-
drakanthan (Pillayan), are trying their luck
in Ampara and Batticaloa, respectively.

At stake in the North and the East are 29
seats of the 196 electable berths in the 225
member-strong Parliament. For long, major
parties representing Sri Lankan Tamils pre-
ferred to focus on political empowerment of
the Tamils instead of socio-economic deve-

A big departure from the past

Sri Lankan Tamil political parties have realised that their
bargaining power is tied to the economic progress of the Tamils

lopment of the two Provinces, regardless of
the impact of the civil war and its aftermath
on livelihoods. Despite reports of rampant
drug addiction and alcoholism among Tamil
youth in the post-war years, they turned a
blind eye to the problem. Though included
in the 2015 TNA manifesto, economic issues
did not figure prominently. Now, in a signifi-
cant departure from the past, the TNA and
the TMTK have dealt with the economic
agenda substantively in their manifestos,
without diluting the importance of a political
settlement to the ethnic issue. The TNA pro-
‘mises creation of an alternative economic or-
der in the region, revival of cooperative so-
cieties, access to India through the Palaly
airport and the Kankesanthurai harbour,
and FDI from the Tamil diaspora and the in-

t has

the need for tackling drug and alcohol
abuse. Apart from proposing the formation
of two policy think-tanks and an action plan
on education, the TMTK has stated the need
to seek Tamil Nadu’s help in establishing
handlooms and technology parks and con-
ducting industrial innovation skill training.

Pursuing the economic agenda
The TNA and Mr. Wigneswaran, who was
with the Alliance till the end of his term in
October 2018, have rightly been at the receiv-
ing end for their failure on the economic
front. When Mr. Wigneswaran was elected
Chief Minister of the Northern Province in
October 2013, expectations were high that
the TNA-led Northern Provincial Council
would herald a new beginning. But except
for the completion of the first phase of the
Palaly airport, renamed the Jaffna Interna-
tional Airport, before the 2019 presidential
election, no major project took off in the re-
gion. The TNA and Mr. Wigneswaran’s prior-
ity was on political settlement, Constitution-
‘making, justice and accountability. And in all
these areas, progress was extremely modest.
Perhaps, the criticism has forced them to
take economic issues seriously. Though the
campaign has not seen any major discussion
on these issues, all those who get elected as
representatives of the Tamils will have to en-
sure that the development agenda is pur-
sued seriously. After all, the President is, in
his own words, willing to be judged by his re-
cord on development. It is also up to the re-
presentatives to ensure that he honours his
words. India too would be interested in par-
ticipating in major development projects in
the region. The Tamil parties should realise
that their political bargaining power s tied to
the economic progress of the Tamils. Other-
wise, the goal of achieving dignity, equality
and justice for Tamils will remain elusive.

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in
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Deadstick
landing

1. RECORD LOSSES | IndiGo posted its highest ever loss of
2,844 cr. in the June quarter, SpiceJet reported a 807 cr.
loss in March, and Jet Airways saw a 25,536 cr. loss in FY19.
‘The graph shows profit/loss from ordinary activities after tax

Airlines were in trouble even before COVID-19 struck. Due to stiff competition, tickets
were sold at inexpensive rates despite high fuel prices, and this led to the collapse of

Jet Airways. But with the pandemic impacting operations, airlines have hit an airpocket.

Passengers are afraid to fl, the Centre has capped ticket prices till November 24, and
international flights are suspended till August end. By The Hindu Data Team
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from the Jun. 19 to Mar. ‘20 quarters, with fuel accounting
for 30%-40% of it, even as losses kept mounting. In
June 120, despite very little income, expenses (such as on

when domestic travel restrictions

passengers in December 2019, traffic crashed to zero in
April 2020. Airlines recorded a marginal revival in June

still nowhere close to pre-pandemic levels. Most flights
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4. FUEL WOES | Due to COVID-19, crude prices crashed and
so did ATF*. But as airplanes remained grounded, airlines
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Welcomed in Peking

The young French rebels who have been
flourishing Mao’s red book will not be happy
over the warm recognition given to the
French Government’s delegate in Peking re-
cently. M. Andre Bettencourt, the Minister
for Planning, was received by Mao Tse-tung
himself and has reported that he found the
leader in better health than he was six years
ago. It will be recalled that at that time Mao
was in the shadows as a result of the failure
of the Great Leap Forward and the subse-
quent famine and that he has since esta-
blished his supremacy with the help of the
Red Guards and their cultural revolution. M.
Bettencourt says, however, that he found
China’s leaders “concerned at the possibility
of anew war” and that economic decentral-
isation had been undertaken with this in
mind. The French Minister got the impres-
sion that the Chinese wanted to forge new
links with France. Mr. Chou Enlai has public-
ly stated that countries like China were me-
naced by the superpowers who “always bul-
ly the small and the weak and contend for
world hegemony.” The Chinese feel that, if
France continues the foreign policy of Gen-
eral de Gaulle, which they conceive as a pol-
icy of independence and neutrality, there
would be a basis for co-operation.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 4, 1920

Tagore on education
(From an editorial)

Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, addressing a large
gathering of Indian students and others in
England under the Presidency of the Right
Hon. H.A.L. Fisher, Minister of Education,
‘made an inspiring appeal for the creation of
a centre of indigenous culture in India. He
frankly criticised the development of our ex-
isting universities on the model of the West-
ern ones and pointed out that the Western
University is an organic part of European ci-
vilisation and cannot be transplanted whole-
sale to India like so much luggage. To strive
after a material completeness which did not
belong to the essence of a University was, ac-
cording to Tagore, to squander money on
mere money-bags. He remarked that India
also was much to blame for her acceptance
of an alien culture which she could not assi-
milate. “This education,” he added, “was a
chariot which they dragged behind them, in-
stead of riding in it. In their eagerness for an
up-to-date education they forgot that educa-
tion ought to lead beyond the present date.”
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Time to unlock

J&K can return to normalcy only with full
Statehood and release of political prisoners
t least two dozen politicians in Jammu and Kash-
A;nir remain in detention, some unnotified, a year
fter it was deprived of its Statehood and special
constitutional status on August 5, 2019. Last week, Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) president and former
Chief Minister Mehbooba Muftis detention was formal-
ly extended by another three months under the J&K Pu-
blic Safety Act, but several others remain restrained
within their homes in Kashmir, which is now a Union
Territory under the rule of Delhi. Last week again, the
administration flat out denied before the Supreme
Court that former Union Minister and Congress leader
Saifuddin Soz was under detention, though he has been
restrained from moving and speaking freely. He was al-
lowed to visit his ailing sister but denied a meeting with
his daughter by the police on Friday. Neither the J&K go-
vernment nor the Centre has released a list or number
of leaders who were detained last year. At least 16 Na-
tional Conference and eight PDP leaders are under
house arrest, according to these parties. Former 1AS of-
ficer and chief of the J&K People’s Movement Shah Fae-
sal and Awami Ittehad Party leader Engineer Rashid are
in detention too. Peoples Conference (PC) chief Sajad
Lone was released after 360 days in detention, last
week. Two former Chief Ministers, Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdullah were released in March.

The 2019 move of the Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment at the Centre went beyond the strident Hindutva
position against the special status of J&K by reorganis-
ing it as two Union Territories. The wisdom of the deci-
sions remains an open question, though they refur-
bished the BJP’s claims of muscular nationalism. The
dubious legislative route that the Centre took and the
communication restrictions on the population that fol-
lowed cast a shadow on India’s standing as a constitu-
tional democracy. The judiciary — the J&K High Court
and the Supreme Court — has not shown any alacrity to
settle the constitutional and legal questions raised be-
fore it and in fact, appeared to privilege the Executive’s
position in the last one year. Some scholars have linked
the continuing Chinese aggression in Ladakh to the
change in J&K’s status. The spirit of Indian federalism
has been weakened. Mainstream politics in J&K has be-
come impossible with leaders in detention and those
released reportedly undertaking to stay away from any
public discussion on J&K’s future. This is not a sustain-
able situation if India wants to protect its global reputa-
tion and uphold the faith of its own citizens. There are
two steps the Centre can take to start a conversation
with the people of J&K — release all political prisoners
and restore its Statehood. These will be wise steps to-
wards healing and progress in J&K.

Toxic brew
Liquor tragedies can be prevented if States
close the gap for hooch, ensure accountability

nce again, the scourge of llicit liquor has struck,
Omis time in Punjab, killing more than 100 peo-
ple and leaving many crippled. The victims, in
Amritsar, Tarn Taran and Gurdaspur districts, were
sold hooch that apparently had a large amount of dena-
tured alcohol. The State government, which is responsi-
ble for both excise and law and order, has sanctioned fi-
nancial relief for the affected families, and suspended
some policemen and officials in charge of excise enfor-
cement. Wiser after the fact, the police claim that there
‘was an inter-district racket in operation and made sev-
eral arrests; on the other hand, the kith and kin of those
who died say the illicit brew was peddled virtually in
the open by smalltime vendors, some of whom have
now been arrested. There are echoes in the tragedy of
last year’s two major incidents involving Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, and Assam, both witnessing large-
scale loss of life. Moreover, there have been fatal out-
comes during the COVID-19 pandemic, as people des-
perate for alcohol consumed hand sanitiser as a substi-
tute, most recently in Andhra Pradesh. Almost every
year, India’s moonshine market inflicts tremendous
destruction in the form of blindness, tissue damage and
death, as commercial alcohol becomes expensive for
the less affluent, and corrupt bureaucracies allow that
void to be filled by illicit liquor vendors who almost in-
variably use toxic methanol instead of ethanol.

Policies that fail to contain illicit alcohol produce
long-term health impacts, as people tend to consume
brews that have higher concentrations of alcohol, or
toxic substances such as methanol. This should be par-
ticularly alarming for Punjab, which continues to simul-
taneously battle significant levels of narcotic drug use.
From a medical viewpoint, the availability of licit spirits
that contain lower alcohol levels, combined with a sus-
tained public health campaign to wean people away
from the drinking habit and to warn them about the ef-
fects of contaminants are key interventions. Health
communication about harm from alcohol is particular-
ly relevant during the pandemic, since there is evidence
of reduced immunity to viruses among those who are
chronic alcohol consumers. As the World Health Organ-
ization points out, governments should regulate the
quality of legal alcoholic drinks, while actively tracing
and tracking illicit alcohol. This can be achieved only
through cooperation from the community, particularly
from women’s groups. Tragically, several Smes glve

A year on, Article 370 and Kashmir mythmaking

The August 5 decision has led to a state wherein the very basis of a potential step of conflict resolution has been undone

HAPPYMON JACOB

ile the long-standing
ideological commitment
of the Bharatiya Janata

Party to undo Article 370 of the In-
dian Constitution is why Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K) was stripped of
its special status as well as State-
hood making it a simmering caul-
dron of discontent, our collective
mythmaking about Kashmir is the
deeper reason for what the former
State has become today.

Kashmir has been a favourite
site of our national mythmaking;
myths that have over the years as-
sumed larger-than-life manifesta-
tions in our collective psyche.
Kashmir has most things that pop-
ular myths are made of: mesmeris-
ing beauty, cross-border terror,
deep states and their agents, war
and heroism. Clearly, myths about
Kashmir are not created by the
right wing alone but by successive
Indian governments over several
decades, enthusiastically embel-
lished by a vibrant, popular
culture.

Demonising Kashmir

The most prominent among them
is regarding the ills of Articles 370
and 35A of the Indian Constitu-
tion. Home Minister Amit Shah’s
statements last year on the floor of
Parliament that Article 370 was
the root cause of terrorism in Jam-
mu and Kashmir is a widely ac-
cepted sentiment notwithstanding
the fact that there is little material
basis to it - neither was Article 370
responsible for terrorism in the
Valley nor has its removal ensured
a reduction in terrorism. If anyth-

ing, Article 370 continues to re-
‘main very much a part of a solu-
tion to the Kashmir conundrum.
The constitutional provision is al-
so held responsible for ruining
J&K, stalling its development and
preventing proper health care and
blocking industries. Once again,
these arguments lack merit and
evidence.

J&K, as a matter of fact, has
been doing much better than most
other Indian States and one of the
reasons for this was the land re-
forms carried out in the State in
the early 1950s which was possible
precisely because of the presence
of Article 370. For sure, the educa-
tional and health sectors in J&K
should be further improved (as
should be in the rest of the coun-
try), but the reason for the under-
performance of the educational
and health sectors in Kashmir is
not Article 370. While private en-
terprises could set up industries in
the former State on leased land, as
they have over the years, acquisi-
tion of land by public sector enter-
prises from outside the State was
never a problem. Private investors
do not set up shop in Kashmir due
to militancy which is a product of
an existing conflict; not because of
Articles 370 or 35A. In any case,
Articles 370 or 35A did not start
the Kashmir conflict; if anything,
they played a role in containing it.

Funding truths
The oft-cited counter-argument is
that if J&K is doing better than the
other Indian States, it is because of
the massive amounts of funds pro-
vided by New Delhi. That s the se-
cond myth. How subsidised by
New Delhi was J&K? Did ‘our’ tax-
payer money actually go into sus-
taining J&K’s relatively better posi-
tion among the Indian States? Well
if it did, it would weaken the argu-
ment that ‘Kashmir needed to be
developed:.

R. MOORTHY

The argument is not that Kash-
mir did not receive funding from
New Delhi. It did, but not massive
funds as it is often made out to be.
Economist and former State Fi-
nance Minister of J&K Haseeb Dra-
bu makes a distinction between
funds that went to the J&K govern-
ment and those that went into eco-
nomic development in the State.
The J&K government's revenue
deficit has traditionally been taken
care of by New Delhi: J&K, for his-
torical reasons, has had a bloated
bureaucracy in comparison to oth-
er States and their salaries and
pensions have been financed by
the central government. But that
does precious little for the State’s
economy or the general popula-
tion. Then there are routine transf-
ers of funds from the Centre to J&K
just as transfers take place from
New Delhi to other States. Finally,
J&K also received funds thanks to
its status as a speml category
State which again is a case with
several other Indian States. Put dif-
ferently, J&K’s better performance
in comparison to most other In-
dian States is at least partly be-
cause of Article 370, and its well-
being is not necessarily a result of
New Delhi’s economic packages.

Let us take the third myth about
Kashmir, one that is repeated by
politicians and scholars alike: ‘De-
velopment can defeat militancy
an : i i

tations on how much develop-
ment assistance it can provide to
J&K over other States, the reality
may well be that development
‘may not lead to pacification of the
conflict in Kashmir. The Kashmir
conflict is a function of complex
historical grievances, politico-eth-
nic demands, increasing religious
radicalisation, and Pakistan’s un-
relenting interference in the Kash-
‘mir Valley. It would be simplistic
to imagine that such a multi-
layered and complex conflict can
be resolved by the stroke of a pen
effecting a constitutional change
or providing an economic pack-
age. A cursory reading of the vast
literature on conflict resolution
would testify to that.

The deep impact

in the rest of the country. How lit-
tle empathy exists in the country
today towards the plight of the
Kashmiris (including mainstream
politicians) is a direct outcome of
such mythmaking.

Hard realities
This mythmaking about Kashmir
has today led us to a situation whe-
rein we have undone the very ba-
sis of a potential process of conflict
resolution in Kashmir. If indeed
Article 370 was a stumbling block
in bringing Kashmir closer to the
rest of India, a source of extre-
mism and separatism in the Kash-
mir Valley, and an avenue for Pa-
kistan to gain a foothold in the
Valley, has the removal of the spe-
cial status brought Kashmir closer
to Ind)a, reduced the sources of
and

This overwhelming
on Kashmir has had unfortunate
implications on how we under-
stand and treat Kashmir and Kash-
miris. The rare political unity in
the rest of the country supporting
the August 5 decision, especially
on Article 370, was a function of
this mythmaking. The popular cul-
tural articulations about Kashmir
and Kashmiris in the media, films,
‘music and other cultural represen-
tations have further strengthened
these myths. That “Kashmir needs
to be reunited with the rest of In-
dia” has been a powerful claim
‘made by such representations and
political articulations: no matter
Kashmir was easily India’s most se-
curitised State with various central
institutions and agencies under-
mining not only what was left of
Article 370 prior to August last
year but also impeding the elected
government’s power in the former

Yet another popular perception

undermmed Pakistani mﬂuence in
the Valley? Most indicators of vio-
lence in Kashmir have shown an
uptick despite the double lock-
down that Kashmir is under today.
Mainstream Kashmiri politicians
today are as unhappy and disgrun-
tled as the separatist politicians
and the restive youngsters in
South Kashmir. And Pakistan has
left no stone unturned to aid and
abet violence in the Valley. For Ra-
walpindi, all bets are off on Kash-
mir, India’s national interest hard-
ly benefits from such a toxic
situation.

New Delhi’s Kashmir policy to-
day is caught between arock and a
hard place: there is no indication
that the path that it chose in Au-
gust 2019 would lead to peace and
development in the Valley, nor
can it revert to pre-2019 August
status quo which would be politi-
cal suicide for the BJP.

about ‘Kashmiris as
ersand f terror’ has

Happymon,

the fact that a cash-strapped coun-
try such as ours has inherent limi-

led to a noticeable increase in the
‘mistreatment of Kashmiri Muslims

A change that hit federalism, inclusion

The idea that Article 370 weakened the Indian Union is erroneous and against basic understanding of democracy

M.Y. TARIGAMI

ver since Article 370 that

broadly defined Jammu and

Kashmir’s relationship with
the rest of India was upended and
anew framework introduced last
year, political activity in the erst-
while State has come to a com-
plete halt.

In the last one year, the reorgan-
isation of the erstwhile State was
defended on the ground that it
would lead to greater integration
of J&K with the rest of the country.
In a democracy, the concept of in-
tegration has to be evaluated from
a multi-faceted system and lens,
which includes the emotional as-
pect as well. And in that respect,
sadly, the effect on the ground of
the cataclysmic change of August
5, 2019 has yielded the opposite ef-
fect. J&K seems to be stuck in a
‘morass.

First, the continued detention
of political prisoners, particularly
those who have been legislators
and sworn in by the Constitution
of India, shows that if democratic
rights are not even available to the
voices that speak on behalf of the
Indian Union — voices that were
‘more loyal than the king — how
would ordinary people even think
of enjoying them? Incidentally,
this change was introduced on Au-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

gust 5, which also happens to be
the birth date of arguably the fore-
‘most scholar (and activist) on J&K,
Balraj Puri; he passed away in
2014.

‘The two core ideas that he con-
sistently advocated were: peace
would not ensue in J&K without
guaranteeing respect for the de-
‘mocratic rights for its people; to
ensure that the most important
tool would be a rigorous pursuit of
federalism within the State. Both
of these are particularly salient in
the present context.

Key to integration
In his best-selling book, Kashmir
Towards Insurgency, published in
the early 1990s, Balraj Puri pres-
ciently wrote that there was a per-
sistent policy of denying Kashmir
a right to democracy; one-party
rule had been imposed on the
State through manipulation of
elections; Opposition parties had
been prevented from growing, and
elementary civil liberties and hu-
‘man rights had been refused to the
people. “This refusal to integrate
Kashmir within the framework of
Indian democracy has proved to
be the single greatest block to the
process of Kashmir's emotional
and political integration with the
rest of India.” He repeatedly ar-
gued that the feeling of hopeless-
ness and a threat to identity exa-
cerbated by a political vacuum
create a breeding ground for mili-
tancy. He emphasised that a prere-
quisite to emotionally integrate
Kashmir with the rest of India was
to ensure that the people of the

State enjoy the same democratic
rights and constitutional protec-
tions as the people across the
country.

Lessons of the last seven de-
cades in J&K are crystal clear. The
more democratic rights we give to
the people of J&K, the more they
feel a part of the Indian Union. The
present phase of political dorman-
cy reminds me of the early 1990s
when the Kashmir Valley was per-
petually under curfew. It was only
after the channels of communica-
tions with everyone were opened
that the strength of India’s democ-
racy was exhibited. It was also
realised that respect for human
rights should be a key component
of the Kashmir policy, as this and
upholding national interest go
hand in hand. These lessons were
learnt the hard way with alot of sa-
crifices, of lives, including those of
ordinary Kashmiris and security
personnel.

Asymmetry and federalism
The last year should worry the en-
tire country, as the

of democracy and lessons learnt
from the experiments of Indian
federalism. J&K's separate flag and
Constitution within the Indian Un-
ion represented asymmetry,
which is integral to the Indian fed-
eral experience. It should be seen
in the context of an urge for recog-
nition of identity within the vast
ambit of the liberal and accommo-
dative spirit of the Indian Union.

There is plenty of evidence to
suggest that such asymmetry has
strengthened the Indian Union
and led to better policy implemen-
tation and participation in politi-
cal processes. In this respect, the
multi-regional and ethnic J&K’s
quest for autonomy should be
seen through the broader lens of a
multi-layered appetite for politi-
cal, economic and social empo-
werment of all the three regions.
J&K remains a microcosm of In-
dia’s diversity. J&K's immense geo-
graphical, ethnic and religious di-
versity should be the source of
strength rather than seen or
viewed as a liability.

On devolution
T have always advocated, drawing
from Balraj Puri' life-long advoca-

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi

versity is one of the prime compo-
nents for a harmonious solution to
the J&K imbroglio. Any devolution
should have adequate federal
checks and balances as accounta-
bility and transparency are at the
heart of any successful federal de-
mocracy.

Overcoming the setback
sadly, the decision, of August, 5,
by the Indian Parliament has left
everyone dissatisfied in J&K, in-
cluding the people of Kargil within
the separated Ladakh. It has only
compounded the divide between
J&K and the rest of the country
that we, as a polmcal class in J&K,
had been assiduously trying to
bridge for several decades and at
grave risk to our lives.

As we complete a year of this
new constitutional reality, the sit-
uation in J&K calls for serious in-
trospection from all those who be-
lieve in an inclusive and
accommodative idea of India. We
need multiple bridges including
those between J&K and the rest of
the country and among the va-
rious communities and regions of
the former State. In order to build
these bridges we will need a grea-

. o A8

cy of the same, that the d

of political power from Centre to

J&K should not lead to political he-

gemony of any one region or polit-

ical party; rather, it should be ac-
with i

change was an attack on Indian
federalism. The idea that the pre-
sence of Article 370 weakened the
Indian Union is erroneous and is
contrary to a basic understanding

of
powers within J&K to reflect the
former State’s dwergem reglonal
and ethnic urges. The i

ter 5

decentralisation and respect for
democratic rights for the people of
J&K. And in this respect the deve-
Topments that ensued after August
5, 2019 have run contrary to both.

M. Tarigami is CPI(M) Central

reconciliation  of  differences
among these various shades of di-

of
the J&K Legislative Assembly from Kulgam
Constitutency, and President J&K - CITU

C is key

and

‘There is no doubt that in

world. Itis

‘Tiwari straining to

foremost is the

this global pandemic, it is

the synergy of classic Prime Minister, Dr. dynasty’s leadership for the  inner-party democracy. Let electoral debacles, it is the
economics and human Manmohan Singh, and his  party (Inside pages, aduly elected leader pilot  failure of party’s rank and
values such as confidence  co-writer, Praveen Interview - Manish Tewari,  the destiny of the party. file to honestly reckon with
or trust thatare needed to  Chakravarthy, have also “Cong. needs to have ‘The Gandhis have had their own failings which is

overcome this crisis
(Editorial page, “Rebuilding
India’s confidence, revive
the economy”, August 3).
‘The fact is that today, the
most crucial trait of mutual
trust is absent; we can see
this in international
relations between nations
or leaders. Even within a
counny, there are different
points of

low priority to the excise

and policing, paving the way for episodic death and
‘misery. They must show determination to end the flow
of toxic brews that kill scores almost every year. The
capability of the health system in every district needs to
be raised, to reduce the damage from methanol
through immediate, simple detoxification therapies.

X »

view. In his book, The
Speed of Trust: The One

Thing that Changes Bengaluru
Everything, Stephen M.R.
Covey has talked about the  State of the Congress.

importance of trust in our
relationships as well as the
criticality of it in a

‘welcome that the former

dwelt extensively on the
importance of ‘societal
confidence and trust in
aiding economic revival.
Currently, business/
economic confidence has
been overshadowed by fear
which is only aggravating
the prevailing uncertainty.
Therefore, it is even more
important that leaders
make that extra effort to
exhibit confidence.

TONY AUGUSTINE,

It was embarrassing to find
former Union Minister and
Congress leader Manish

the
indispensability of the

ideological clarity to take
on BJP”, August 3). His call
for elections to appoint a
full-time president if the
Gandbhis are not inclined to
assume responsibility
betrays the abject lack of
confidence and utter
confusion prevailing in the
party. When Mr. Tiwari says
that “princelings”
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Sachin Pilot inherited their
fathers' respective Lok
Sabha seats, what does he
think of the Gandhis? For
the party to have
ideological clarity and
acquire a new narrative, it
‘must have a paradigm shift

C.G. KURIAKOSE,

inits functioning. First and

indispensable need for

more than their share of the
cake. Political decency and
grace demand that they
stand aside and encourage
the party to elect another
leader. And the onus is on
Congresspersons to Support
such a leader to the hilt and
allow things to fall in place.

Kothamangalam, Kerala

& The Grand Old Party of
India may have remain
one of the major Oppos
parties but its own failings,
ranging from entrenched
nepotism to a prolonged
leadership vacuum, are what
seem to have been

preventing s electoral

resurgence with a bang.
More than its successive

game and spared the
Gandh
of perceiving office as a

voters.
M.JEVARAM,
jon  Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

Hosted by the UAE

being made to hold the

»

doing more harm than good
toits standing in the eyes of
voters. The recent meeting of
the party’s Rajya Sabha MPs
only resulted in a blame

is. Its inherent culture

privilege and inheritance
than as a prize or reward for
hard work and perseverance
can hardly inspire young

Toread moreetters
oniine,scanthe QReode i

Indian Premier League when
COVID-19 is showing no sign
of abatement (‘Sport” page,
“IPL in UAE gets provisional
govt. nod”, August 3). The
Tife of cricketers, from
different countries, and
support staff involved, would
be put to danger by this
mindless haste. Whatever be
the precautions taken, there
is always the danger of
contracting a virus. The
decision appears to have
been taken in the belief that
no cricketer would turn
down a lucrative
tournament, which only
shows the attitude of the
BCCL Cannot the time and
energy be better utilised to
put the economy back on

Itis beyond comprehension  track?
why there is such an effort

V. SUBRAMANIAN,
Chennai
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Bank reformsmust not
be held off by thiscrisis

Regardlessof covid impact, stakesalesin public sector bankswould bea good start. Wealso
need other structural changesaimed at reducing gover nment dominance of thisvital sector

ometimes, it doestake acrisisto set
thingsright. Recall the severe dollar
crunch three decadesyearsago that
prompted Indiato adopt free-mar-
ket principlesfor itseconomy.
Now, with covid-19 having wreaked
havoc, magnifying aimost every weakness of
our economic system, wemust turn our atten-
tion toasector being counted upon by the
Centreto keep thousandsof enterprisesafloat:
banking. It remainsdominated by public sec-
tor banks (PSBs), which have over two-thirds
of all assetsand seem poised to be hit by asharp
fallin loan repayments after the covid morato-
rium ends. Amajority of their borrowershave
deferred their pay-backs, but interest charges
have been piling up and business conditions
areso bad that alarge chunk of them may not
beableto meet their eventual obligations. By
oneestimate, PSBsmay need nearly 390,000
crorein extracapital thisfiscal year tokeep
going. Someof thiscould beraised if the Cen-
treweretotaketheReserve Bank of India's

prudent commercial decisionsand compete
with their private sector counterparts. If a
holding company isgiven autonomy, it may
also beableto judge which PSBswould serve
thecountry better in private hands, and help
thegovernment withdraw from the sector bit
by bit. Toattract investors, these bankswould
need loan areeasytojl

Can Indiashowthe path ahead
if the USendsup losing itsway?

New Dehi should taketheoppor tunity toinfluencetheworldsfutureif Americalackstheresolve

isamember of

onetobeunreasonable. o, here goes.
An axisof Germany-Russia-Chinais
becoming morelikely, nomatter how

themainstream mediawould coerce
theadministration tofallinlineand
agreeonamlti-currency sandad

risein
such an outcomeis, and hwunhkely u
wasto begin with. With the euro tempo-
varily becoming stronger against the US
dollar, and the EU seen to have agreed
on debt mutualization amongitsmem-
ber-states (not quite; but mainstream

assuch), andwith

Councilto

nthelast day of themonth of
July, arisk scenario began to
form inmy head as| wokeup

U under Berlin's
influence found tobe pussy-footing the
Chinathreat,

seenhecoumrylhrough xmsﬂux will
itfind one?Unlikely. It might takeafur-
ther declinein USstanding, perhapstill
2028, for the country to embark on a
long road torecovery of itsstatus. But, it
‘might not bethe same country again.
Should the scenario outlined above
cometo pass, wherewould it leave
India?1t would leave Indiavulnerable.

much more plausible than ayear ago.
Fearingisolation and lacking self-
confidence, anew Democratic adminis-
tration in the US(for now, it looksasif
thisyear'sWhite House election isfor
the D while

TheQ USwill belargely
rudderless. Indeed, it might fall on India
tolend substance tothetroika In fact,
Indiamight havetoinduce greater
resolve among many fence-sitting
nations, not to speak of areluctant new
American Indiawill

One, Chinaand Union

Y
investment agreement; two, USsecre-
tary of state Mike Pompeo insisted on
Thursday that the tideisturning’ in
dedlingswith China, citing interna-
tional support for Washington's policies
even asheexpressed “dismay” at the
number of countries supporting Bei-
jing's new security law for Hong Kong;
(hree mn Chmasﬂ.ﬂnmem intheUSis

public, will quietlytr
bring Germany around and mend ties

makers. Togain achance of succeeding
in

with China. Tl
the Democrat ambivalence over China
quitestarkly. However, the other three

thereareat least four prerequisites.
Oneisthat Indiamust sheditslong-

not because
itwon't becredible. American public
sentiment willlikely beagainst it, and
even the USCongressmay not fully
back thisstance. In thewake of such

veyﬁr\ds amid friction over tracle, coro-
navirusand human rights four, China's
Hth five-year plan would mark amove
towards*the second centenary goal”,
namely turning Chinainto apowerful
socialist country by 2049 whenit cele-
bratesits DOth anniversary, the Polit-
burosaid; it added that thenation

overtures, Chinacould

under-
stand that it hasan opportunity toplaya
major rolein influencing global geopol-
itics. Two, it must be clear-headed, for
therewiill beany number of detractors—
inside and outside the country—who

will

y g
or rash in Hong Kong, Taiwan and the
‘South ChinaSea.

Inall likelihood, anew USadminis-
tration will respond fecklessly, further
erodingitsgeopolitical credibility ata
timewhen itseconomic might will look
rather brittle, given itssub-par eco-

Indiatested nuclear devices Three,
Indiamust punch above tsweight with-
out appearingto do 0. And, four, India
should work on gaining economic girth,
Addingto economic girth ispossible
onlyif economic problems aretackled
promptly andwith confidence. Policies

ity of. Asof now, they are suspected to bemuch
too opaque, aproblem worsened by themora-
torium, an extension of which would makeit
even harder to obtain clarity. Assenior bankers
inthe private sector like Deepak Parekh of
HDFCand Uday Kotak of Kotak Mahindra
Bank have cautioned, deferring repayments
beyond their expiry date of 31August could
create more problemsthan it solves. Many
businessdebtorsdo deserverelief, but thiscan
bedonethrough arejig of their loan terms. As
for borrowersthat cannot be saved and are
bound todefault, itisbest to know of their trail
of bad debtswell in time. Thiswould grant the
government timeto addressaPSB crisisbefore

(RBI's)adviceand i sixPSBs
to5Pbover thenext 12-18 months. In Punjab
Nationa Bank, Union Bank, Bank of Indiaand
CanaraBank, thegovernment’s stakeisabove
75% In State Bank of Indiaand Bank of Baroda,
itisless. Kill, in all, over 340,000 could be
raised at current market levels.

Thebroad goal, though, should go far
beyond arranging money to pump back into
PSBs. The country needsthem to perform bet-
ter. Short of privatization, which could be
placed on the agendafor later, oneway to do
thiswould beto keep their ownership apart
from management by setting up an equity-
holding company asabuffer between thetwo.
Thismay grant managers more space to take

it assumest proportions.
Delayed recognition ¢ oftheinevitable has

Inacountry where capital isscarce and itscost
relatively high, money hashigher “time value”
than elsewhere. Thisputsapremium on
resolving debt problemsquickly. But, as
former RBI Governor Urjit Patel hasargued,
policymakersface atrilemma The sector can-
not have PSB dominance under independent
regulation—which makesbad debtshard to
hide—and also expect these banksnot todrain
publicresources. If RBI supervision must not
let distress stay hidden and taxpayers must be
spared the bill of bad assets, then the govern-
ment must let PSBsout of itsclutches.

y a“strategic
period of opportunities' five, in asepa-
ratemeetingwith China's political
advisersearlier thisweek, President Xi
Jinping said, “No country or person can
siop thehistorical march of the Chinese:

,largefiscal deficitsand

that foster self-

mountain of
The USdollar will beincreasingly
threatened by acoalition of theeuro
and Chinese Yuan. of

but with aclear-eyed focuson extract-
ing performance, productivity, good

Russiaand Cl

gover behaviour from
inreturn. Without

than the USdollar.

nation'sgreat
Thescenario | will speak of isblue-

any obviousintent and plan, Indiamay

in
They may il for anew Bretton

skythinking, or per
unreason. Itisneither plausible nor
probable at themoment, | admit, but
anticipating black swansoften requires

arrange-
ment. The International Monetary
Fund will throw itsweight behind it.
The USwill still have aveto, legally. But,

e
toconkan
= deege
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moves, m&“:ﬂ'ﬁ w

finditself

morethan ever before—the shape of

global eventsto come. It should not et

such an opportunity gowaste.
Thesearetheauthor 'spersonal views

JUST A THOUOART

There'snowaytoruleinnocent
men.Theonly power any
governmenthasisthe power to
crack down on criminals. Well,
when therearen’'tenough
criminals,one makes them.
Onedeclares so many things to
beacrimethatitbecomes
impossible formen tolive
without breaking laws.

AYN RAND

Alegal casethat highlightsan entirelegacy of bad laws

SHRUTI RAAGOPALAN

procedure followed for testing impeacha-
ble—thereisnoreceipt for the sample sent

aggrieved consumer through tort law or

‘The problem disappearswhen the same

William H.J. Hubbard and Sital Kalantry,

consumer courts. Tl

isasenior research fellow with
the Mercatus Center at George
Mason University, US

astweek, Supreme Court justices Ram-

fortesting thenext day, and noevidencethat
itwasnot tampered with during the 18-day
delay in report submission by the office of
the public analyst. It will be 38 years this
month since this absurcity began. To add

ana Kant and Murari o
Chand long-due relief, acquitting the
shopkeeper from Haryana38 yearsaiter he
was accused of acrime. The crime? On B

s, not haldi,
even move at aweevil's but asnail's pace.
182,

or negligence through civil penalties or
fines. Criminal penalties are usually
reserved for thosewhowilfully add poison-
ous or unsafe substances, or violate food

p
allowed toadjust tomarket conditions. Not

urt'sdecisions
from 2010 to 2035, finds that 29.1%of the
court att hich

prosecuting ut because
adultertion hunsmeveputalcn of sellers.

of life and liberty. But in the same time

cals, where markets are
thin or marked by high

When Prem Ct
Indira Gandhi was India's prime minister

August 1 upon

testing, allegedly found four living meal
worms and two live weevilsin asample of
haldi (turmeric) powder taken from Prem

y
old and Namak Halaal, starring Amitabh
Bachchan, had just been released. When
Prem Chand was accused, Y.V. Chandra-

y
In asocialist economy,
even everyday food items
are prone to adulteration.
Socialistsimpose priceand
quantity controls, and the

Chand's shop. under the
Food Adulteration Act, 1954, for selling
adulterated haldi and for selling without a

justice of
Courtthat acquitted Prem Chand includes
hisson, justice D.Y. Chandrachud.

unintended
of price ceilingsisadropin
quality, often through

licence, both of which carry
andfines.

Thecasewent through atrial court, which
acquitted Prem Chand after 1 yearson 31
August 1995, Inexplicably, the Siate of Hary-
anaappealed thisdecision. The high court
took another 4 yearstorule, and, reversing
thetrial court's decision, convicted Prem
Chand on 12 September 2009. Prem Chand
appealed the high court'sdecision, and after
almost a decade, on 30 July 2020, the
Supreme Court acquitted him. It found the

Thisisnot
Crminaizngtheordinery snot e o

When the
price per kilogram of
bythe:

tion but therulefor
citizensin India, it seems. Sﬂemeplllurle

theretailer's incentiveisto

What kind of society criminalizes poor
quality haldi?Onethat implements social-
ism. In amarket economy, the market for
everyday food commoities is robust and
brandingand reputation solvemost kindsof
adulteration problems. Typically, such
problems are resolved directly by an

The needless
criminalization
of ordinary rule

violations has
clogged courts
and thusdenied
sae,  Othersjustice

teration
hooch in

is poisonous

period, only5. mat-
ters, and amere 0.2%were habeas corpus

alcohol prohibition

Much of the blame falls
on socidlist planners who
enabled the criminaliza-

cases,
urgent mattersof lifeand liberty.

All branches of government areto blame
for their failure to understand economic
dynamics and for this clog-up of India's

o

India. Their misunder-
standing of market process,

islation has criminalized everything from
haldi adulteration andthepullingof atrain's
halt-chain ecutive

laid the foundation of

that lacksthe capacity to executethese laws.

inthe
country. Indiacontinuesto
criminalize a number of

into criminals with the full force of absurd
regulation. Sofar, thejudiciary hasnot struck

of

ly gravel to adjust ter regulated laws matter
its quantity and *balance” the fixed price | tion of market litigation. leaving
with theinformal market rate. Thiswasso d -
rampantin Indiathat i death of ordinary
in some cases. The socialist solution was justice of economic ideology, a

more bad regulation; i.e. criminalizing the

system and ﬂelaysjuswoe Jusme was not

country that cannot swiftly dispose habeas

activity todeal with
quencesof theoriginal bad regulation.

just

Arecent working pape( byApa’naChandra

adulteration.
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Formalizing labour is the ideal
way to provide worker welfare

India should simplify its labour laws into a few codes, reduce business compliances and grant all workers an identity for aid

NARAYAN RAMACHANDRAN
is chairman, Inlude Labs. Read Narayan's Mint
columns at www ivemint com/avisiblehand

he world of work, wages and liveli-
hoods s being deeply impacted by the
pandemic. Inaddition to the direct
health threat to workersand their
familics, the disruption threatens their
physical, emotional, social and eco-

nomic well-being. Itis no exaggeration tosay that

the policy mpon for worker welfare and jobs

mostimpor

Currentcovidc
“The immediate responses o the pandemic
reatdtopublicheadyfnclodinglockows,
stancng, hand washing nd quantine
 cconomic respon: sh
grants and macroeconomic| llqmdm measures.
Around the world, and particularly in develo
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Now covid is causing champagne wars in France

I 1 the champagne vineyards of Franc, the season of ripening, plumping and

veraison, hasbegun. Maxime Toubart relativelysmall vigneron who produces

i il . T
besaid for many other small vineyards, who say they willface ruinif they are forced

tolet reve ma
Kets, *Toubartadded
by 3 o
have seena90% loss of business.”

The Guardian

Hire asaboteur if you want to end arelationship

InZOI(),'I'Nl: shi urderof hislover, Rie Isohata.
‘hat g [, but the fact that
uptheirmartiage. T} g
i Juding
- " First Gi
Yetadecadeon,
BBC

Corona outbreak among minks? It's happened

ol i i ion minksat breeding
! i o oreedy
atela y mp
ats, g butther
hasn't Theout-

infected workers, although officialsarent certain.

ap

Matrimony in South Korea can be arisky affair

T is5 Lnamed Shi

after that, she was dead. Tnnmsoneonhousandmn\eummese“omemnmam

hewas 2

pointof view, and
ind s

npactsof the crisis.

ing y of theirjobs and the cover-
iero, small and

President will not that they will

bour On o) ) Indii’s task i thatonly y
in1919, iploy 10°% ofi
VE)ofits | market. Add 5 murderat the handsof their
187 member states to help set labourstandard: tractlab cans that only about 22-25% husbands.
i i - | itseconom fiscal and mone- identi i i oW
motedecent work for enand men. The ISME gramme. | 1 articu-
four inl rmal in the MSME sector, agriculture, household

pillars: ) Stimulating the economy and jobs 2 Sup-
pnmng enterprises, employment and incomes3)
2

hhour market

not part of the for-

naled Arrm(lmg toSchedule VIl nfll\e lndlzn

‘mal system, and therefore can only benefit from

d ) Dia-

Asite that will stay lethal for over 300 millenn

GWE e Conre Thasentra reﬂdenumm.fm rather than as workers. So “wel-

ThelLO i ailor theirsup- | government ly fare puls Th i
por jobs, Afteracomplete wrlivsintoa o cursethat - But
prevent layoffs, omesandleavenoone | snafuwith respect to migrants, i i ite ofthe Pilot Project
behind”. order has been restored C din each that 000 et (6]

by Ducin Only desertof New Mexico.
times. y.finance | parttolabour ge- O'snotionof tainthe US v aste. Tl

d i t, labour regula- ducted inali . 1

k : tions by Uttar Pradesh (UP), | that planct.
being felt quite Punjab, Gujarat and Karataka th P. P ¥ BBC
i i lay to12, and aid

My

SIDDHARTH PAI ling publichealthand forcedair- | Tech regulation; Google and Facebook | Understandably, Masriand Barnardwere | The perfect way to hide behind a false
line eaders 0 atone o years of eting s el But statement is to employ a deep fuke. The
ir passengers poorly. Now, lawmaker lishers to distribute their content. If | reported Taylor to Reuters, which ran an | problem for content moderatorsis that deep
et 10 tomn thert atention o techelo approved: drat code announced by the | inestgativopiooo /et 2na 2t | ks ar lmostuntraceable One expert
channeling long-simmering frustrations ionand Consumer Com- y ho claimed tobein his20sand | interviewed by Reuters said investigators
ith Amiron, AppleFacebookand Goodle | mision would allow Austratin outlets (o | o st attheU mmmn of Birmingham. | chasing the origin of such photos are left
astweek, wesawfour o US'sBigTech | intoa high-profile haringsome Democrats | secure payments in a few months. This | The al. | “searchingfor p
i i i i il S p- | seems ", and hopefully and EORPIAIHS hadtheonly | theneedle doesn't exist.”
s USlegislators, The alles” | the restof the world will - N6 Knownphotographofhini | Big Tech recognizes this problem. Even
latter have mountainsofevidence pointing |  The Big Tobacco hearings took place | arriveata r analys i let
(o the volaton of monopolyLaws in (at | whilelvednthel ind il deep fake. The news | creator,isadifculttask Facebookgotmany
niry. the fallout of reportage that they work people could pos
unmmmn o aiieachar | hingolFone o Bnsem ot oo o | v tardandspendheav- @l up offering  eioumalist Oliver Tay- | challenge hattrandastyear The company
' Ama- ly lor it texist June 2020 The best
7on, Appleand Facebook. tory. Big Tobacco paid heavily. op-ed opi s i ¥
isfounder of Siana Capital,a The W wwell | cal wrinkle that is begin- P leablators were aiing | challngot umedout, oy worked 650t
venture fund management results and advertising exchanges, while | be right about the long term. Fornow, the | ningtoaffectnewsoutlets. - (nless we devise asinstBigTechlastweek | thetime Gity/2Dg wsthat
companyfocusedondeep sl Amason entrcaround e | dayalterthe hearing,alfour companies | In 3 US newspaper. e y for“censoring freespeech lhxsfgureofGS‘\. esmbhshesaslnred base-
sion to comp hat use its iny i s,and ajournalist na tools to filter i ia, the for y
ovﬂmr]wn«nwus(hrnpnmdr) gorto-mar- | while Google sa is first ever revenue | Oliver Tayloraccued Lot of misinformation is rap- | tow, X
Ketchanne decline, th dun b m« academic  OUt sUCh fakes  idly becoming one of the | Whatwasonceadifficulty only for social
d his wife internet’s mostintractable | media a oblem for news
o o P, Facenok o anower | Sapiy. I ol seen tht eesors and. | Ryvis Bornard of neing ssues. 1 have written | outlets as well. Publications that insist on
querieson i s Ve “known terrorist sy -~ Masriand | before on how almost every social media | factual accuracy and alsoallow varied voices
sas p twork y
start of a large for US Big jal reality foralawsuitthey i id . Trying to weed out online | outthedeep fake Taylorsofthe world. Being
Tech. The Washington P i however, whileBig | NSO Group’ keeps them on the edge too. | paid for their content by social media net-
the eve of the hearings, said: “Congress | Tech on 31 July, there But no matter how vigilant they are, deep | works, as Australia is enforcing, wil cer-
brought y i fakes i i @ pdefray
Fiesinthe Jer Post. | sprea




