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BACK TO FUTURE
SigningBECAsets thestage forexpansivesecuritycooperation
betweenUSandIndia, serves long-terminterestsof both

THE SIGNINGOF the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) at
the2+2dialoguebetweenthedefenceandforeignministersof Indiaandthe
UnitedStatesinDelhionTuesdaymarkstheendoftheprolongedphaseofmu-
tual trust-building and sets the stage formore expansive security coopera-

tion. TheBECA is the last of the so-called “foundational agreements” that theUSwants
its defence partners to sign. The BECA, which lets the Indian and US armed forces ex-
changegeospatialinformation,followsthreeotheragreementsthataimtoprotectthemil-
itary information sharedby theUS (GSOMIA), providemutual logistics support around
theworld (LEMOA), and facilitate communication between theweapons platforms of
thetwoarmedforces(COMCASA).Theseagreementshavebeenhailedasmajoradvances,
buttheyare, in fact, ratherroutine.TheyhavebeenunderdiscussionbetweenDelhiand
Washington fornearly twodecades.
TheGeneral Security ofMilitary InformationAgreement (GSOMIA)was signedby the

governmentofAtalBihariVajpayeebackin2002.TheLogisticsExchangeMemorandumof
Agreement (LEMOA) was signed a full 14 years later in 2016. The Communication
CompatibilityandSecurityAgreement(COMCASA)wassignedin2018.Themissingyearsin
betweenbelongedtotheUPAgovernment.Tobesure,itwastheUPAthatopenedthespace
foraboldnewstrategicengagementwithWashington.DefenceministerPranabMukherjee
signeda10-yearframeworkagreementondefencecooperationwiththeUSinJune2005and
PrimeMinisterManmohanSingh signed the India-US civil nuclear initiative in July 2005.
Thefourfoundationalagreementsshouldhavefollowedeasilyfromthe2005breakthrough.
ButtheCongressleadershipwasstruckby“buyer’sremorse”—itturnedeachofthesefunc-
tionalagreementsintopuritytestsforIndia’snon-alignment.
Unlike theCongress leadership,PrimeMinisterNarendraModiagreedwith thearmed

forcesthatsawmajorsecuritygainsfromtheseagreementsandeven,moreimportantly,the
politicalvalueofdeeperstrategicpartnershipwiththeUS.Thathashelpedclear thebrush
formore intensiveengagementbetweenthearmedforces—frominteroperability to intel-
ligence-sharingand jointdefenceresearchtoproductionofweapons.As therealpossibili-
ties for bilateral andmultilateral defence and security cooperationopenupnow, itwill be
wrong toview the currentdevelopments as a tactical response to the immediatemilitary
challenges that India confronts vis-a-vis China. India’s defencedialoguewith theUShas a
longerhistorythaneithercountry’sconcernsaboutChina. Substantiveandinstitutionalised
cooperationbetweenthetwodefenceestablishmentswill servethe long-terminterestsof
arisingIndiaandanAmericathatisrestructuringitsglobalsecurityburden.Actingtogether,
DelhiandWashingtonwillbeinabetterpositiontoshapetheregionalandglobalenviron-
mentinfavourofpeaceandstability.

RESIST THE BINARY
Centreshouldbecarefulnot to turnproposed lawonDelhi’s
airpollution intoapunitiveexerciseagainstPunjab’s farmers

T HECENTRENEEDStocarefullythinkthroughitsdecisiontoframealaw“onair
qualitymanagement”fortheNationalCapitalRegion.Theimperativetoclearthe
capital’s unhealthyhaze is, of course, unquestionable. But experiences of the
past10yearsshowthatthepollution—acocktailofparticulatematterfromve-

hiclesinNCR,industrialemissions,constructiondustandfumesfromcrop-residueburning
inPunjabandHaryana—defieseasysolutions.TheGradedResponseActionPlan— asetof
incrementalmeasuresput inplace since2017 toobviate anenvironmental emergency in
theworstmonthsofearlywinter—hasyieldedmixedresultsatbest.Withstubbleburning
provinganintractableproblemandthePunjabandDelhigovernmentsshowinglittleincli-
nationtojoinforces,thejudiciaryhasbeencalledtostepinonmorethanoneoccasion.The
decisiontodraftanewlawcomesinthewakeofthelatestintervention—theSupremeCourt
hadaskedtheCentre’sresponsetoapetitiononcurbsoncrop-residueburning.OnMonday,
solicitor-generalTusharMehtatoldthecourtthatthedraftwillbereadybythisweek.Itwill
needtobeinformedbythelessonsofthepast—especiallytheneedtounderstandtheprob-
leminall itscomplexity.
Everyyear,whenfarmers inPunjabandHaryanaharvest theirpaddycrop, theyare left

withastubbornresidue.Thoughtherehavebeensomeattemptstoconvertthisstrawtofuel,
it seemstohavevery littlecommercialvalue.Usingmanual labour toextract thestubble is
bothexpensiveandtime-consuming.Withvery little timetopreparethefield for thewin-
tersowing,thefarmerhasfounditexpedienttosetfiretothestraw.Windscarrythefumes
toDelhi,whichhas fewnatural avenues to flushout the toxins. Theproblemhasbecome
vexedbecausepollutioncontrolauthoritieshave,byandlarge,frameditinanunfairbinary
—thechokingDelhiresidentversusthesmoke-spewingfarmer.Onpaper,residueburning
isbannedbutitmakeslittlepracticalsensetoaskfarmerstogiveupanestablishedagricul-
turalpracticewithoutgivingthemviablealternatives—subsidisedmachines that rootout
thestubblehavefoundlittletractionbecausethefarmersfindverylittleusefordevicesthey
willuseonlyonceayear.
Inthelongrun,farmersinDelhi’sneighbouringstateswillhavetobeweanedawayfrom

water-guzzlingpaddy.Tillthen,governmentswillneedtoreachouttotheminmultipleways
—incentives,awarenesscampaigns.Heavy-handedmeasuresmayendupdoingmoreharm
thangood.

PEOPLE’S CONSTITUTION
For the first time,Chile isonthepathtohavingaconstitution

that represents thewillof itspeople

ITBEGANINNOCUOUSLYenough.ThedecisiontoraisemetrofaresinChile,though,
sparkedmassivenationwideunrest. Over amillionpeople thronged theplaza in
Santiago, and at least 30 protesterswere killed. A year later, Chileans have voted
overwhelmingly ina referendumto replace thecountry’s Pinochet-era constitu-

tionwith a new one, to be drafted by an elected constituent assembly by 2022, which
willthenbesubjecttoanotherreferendumbeforeit’sapproved.Forthefirsttime,Chileans
will have a set of governingprinciples that arenot the legacyof adictatorial regimebut
represent thewill of thepeople.
Throughthefar-rightdictatorshipofAugustoPinochet(1973-90),andthenasademoc-

racysincethe1990s,Chilehasbeenaneconomicsuccess.Butitwasn’t justmetrofaresthat
broughtmillionstothestreets.Thevast inequality inwealthandaccess tosocialgoods like
healthcareandeducation,deepenedthecleavagesinsociety.Themassprotestslastyear,and
nowthepromiseofanewconstitution,areaconsequenceof thatstructural inequality.The
challengebefore the soon-to-be-elected constituent assembly is ahistoric one. Thedocu-
mentitdraftscannotmerelyreflectthepopularwillofthemoment,itmuststrikeabalance.
Important issues suchas the recognitionandrightsof theMapuche indigenouspop-

ulation,powers to formunions, andwaterand landrightswill beat thecentreof thede-
bate.Itisequallyimportanttoensurethatconditionsconducivetobusinessandprivatecap-
italremain.Theseissuesarecomplex,andwillrequiredeliberation,debateandcompromise.
Yet, for a country that has not had its voice or founding principles enshrined in a docu-
mentuntilnow, it isanopportunitytoberelished.

Sanjib Baruah

Benita Fernando

CanAmericanscountonapeaceful transition
ofpoliticalpower?

THE FEMALE GAZE
WhyanotherMedusamakeover freezes#MeTooconversation inart

THEREWASA timewhen theUnited States
was regardedasoneof theworld’smost sta-
bledemocracies. Ithasoneoftheworld’sold-
estmodernconstitutions,whichwasdraftedin
1787, ratified in 1788, andhas been in effect
since 1789. This political order has survived
numerous challenges, including a four-year
longCivilWar(1861-1865)whenthe11slave-
owning southern states broke away to form
theconfederacy.However,thischallengetothe
Constitutionservesasareminderthatthiseco-
nomicallyandpoliticallypowerfuldemocracy
hasnot always beena liberal one. TheUS, as
political theorist Judith Shklar liked topoint
out,“wasnotaliberalstateuntilaftertheCivil
War”,andeventhen,foralongperiod“oftenin
nameonly”.
Thepeaceful transitionof political power

isonlyabareminimumthresholdforastable
democracy. Yet,whether thiswouldhappen
intheUSafterthiselectionistodayindoubtto
adegreethatisunprecedentedinlivingmem-
ory.Insomeofthemostinfluentialquartersof
Americanlife,thereisgreatconcernaboutthe
prospectsofanorderlypresidentialtransition.
TheNewYork Timeshas evenpublished the
“nightmare scenarios” of seven election ex-
perts—their fearsabout theworst thing that
couldhappenwiththeelections—andpossi-
blemeasurestopreventit.
When Donald Trumpwon his unlikely

election victory four years ago, the talkwas
of apopulist challenge to liberaldemocracy.
Concerns about the rise of populist dema-
gogic politics in various parts of theworld
were then based on parallelswith the poli-
tics of Europe in the 1930s, which seemed
overblowntomany.
But the fears about the possibility of a

peacefulpresidentialtransitionpointtowards
acrisisofliberaldemocracythathasuniquely
American characteristics. The efforts by
Trump and his allies to undermine the in-
tegrity of the election system— throughof-
ten-repeated but unsubstantiated concerns
aboutvoterfraudandmisinformationabout
thecredibilityofpostalballots—createscon-
ditions for Trump’s supporters to reject the
election results. In addition, the talkof voter

fraud provides cover to controversial local-
leveldecisionsonpollinglocationsandpostal
ballot requirements that could lower voter
turnout among groups that disproportion-
atelysupportDemocrats.
Postal ballotswillmost likely account for

more thanhalf the votes in the comingelec-
tions.ButsinceTrumphassuccessfullypoliti-
cised the COVID-19 precaution protocols,
manymoreBidensupporterswillvotebypost
thanTrumpsupporters.Asaresult,theresults
available on the night of the elections on
November3—basedonthecountingofonly
in-personballots—are likely to be substan-
tially different from the final count. All this
couldleadtosignificantuncertainty,legalbat-
tles,publicprotestsandmayhem,plungingthe
countryintoapost-electioncrisis.
This threat becamemenacingwhen the

moderator of the first presidential debate
askedTrump if hewouldencouragehis sup-
porters to staycalmduringwhat couldbean
extendedballot countingperiod. Trumpsaid
inresponsethathewouldurgehis“supporters
togo into thepollsandwatchverycarefully”,
whichcouldeasilybe interpretedasacall for
voterintimidation.
Trump’swar on the democratic process

has had a significant impact on the present
election cycle. Consider former President
Barack Obama’s keynote address to the
Democraticnationalconvention.Thesymbol-
ism of the visual setting he chose for his
recorded video speech is quite telling. He
spokestandinginfrontofadisplayaboutthe
drafting of the US Constitution outside the
Museum of the American Revolution in
Philadelphia, the city where the US
Constitutionwasdraftedandsigned.
Itwas anythingbut a conventional party

conventionspeech,tryingtorallyloyalistsbe-
hind the party’s candidates. Quite astonish-
ingly,ObamaappealedtoDemocratstogetbe-
hind JoeBidenandKamalaHarris inorder to
defenddemocracy.HehadhopedthatTrump
might “discover some reverence for the
democracy that hadbeenplaced inhis care.
Butheneverdid”. Pointing toa fewstandard
democraticprinciplesthatareusuallynoncon-

troversial, Obama said, “this president and
thosewhoenablehim,haveshowntheydon’t
believe in these things”. Biden andHarris
shouldbesupportedbecausetheybelievethat
theright tovote issacredinademocracyand
that“weshouldbemakingiteasierforpeople
tocasttheirballots,notharder”.UnlikeTrump,
theybelievethat“noone,includingthepresi-
dent, is above the law”, theydon’t think their
politicalopponentsare“un-American”;orthat
the freepress is the“enemy".Andthencame
Obama’s clincher: “That’s howademocracy
withers,until it’snodemocracyatall.”
WhatmakesAmericandemocracypartic-

ularlyvulnerabletotheTrumpchallengeisthe
peculiarway inwhich it elects its president.
Presidential elections aredeterminednot by
thenationalpopular vote, butby thevotesof
individual states reflected in the Electoral
College.Donald Trumpbecamepresident in
2016 even thoughnationallyHillary Clinton
won2.9millionmorevotesthanhim(2.1per
cent of the total votes). But Trumpwon304
ElectoralCollegevotestoHillaryClinton’s227.
TheElectoralCollegegivesstateswithsmall

populationssuchasVermont,Alaska,Montana
andWyoming a disproportionate voice in
choosing thepresident. Theyenjoy the same
advantage in the Senate, the country’smost
powerfullegislativebody:Wyoming(popula-
tion: 0.6million) andCalifornia (population:
39.5million)bothhavetwoSenators.
TheHarvardhistorianAlexanderKeyssar,

authorof thenewbookWhyDoWeStillHave
theElectoralCollege,tellsusthathistoricallythe
institutioncanonlybeunderstoodasalegacy
of“slaveryandwhitesupremacy”.Therehave
beenmoreamendmentsproposedtochange
theElectoralCollegethanonanyothersubject.
ButtheUSConstitutionisnotoriouslydifficult
to amend; therehavebeenonly17 constitu-
tional amendments in the last 230years. For
mostof itshistory, saysKeyssar, theefforts to
reformor abolish the Electoral Collegehave
been stymied “bySouthernpoliticians in the
interestofmaintainingwhitesupremacy”.

Thewriterisprofessorofpoliticalstudiesat
BardCollege,NewYork

Inwhat’s been a rough year for statues, the
latest to face criticism isMedusaWith the
Head of Perseus (2008) by Luciano Garbati.
The faux-classical statue— six feet tall and
naked—was recently stationedoutside the
New York County Criminal Court, where
HarveyWeinstein,onceagodinHollywood,
wasconvicted for rape.
TheMedusastory ismore than twomil-

lennia old. According to Greekmythology,
the sea-god Poseidon raped the beautiful
mortal, Medusa, in goddess Athena’s tem-
ple. Athena transformed the rape survivor
intoamonsterwithhairofsnakesandagaze
that could turnmen into stone.When the
heroPerseuslaterbeheadsMedusa, it’sonly
by lookingather reflection inhis shield.
The myth was set in bronze by

RenaissancesculptorBenvenutoCellini,who
hoists Perseus on Medusa’s decapitated
body. Armedwith a sword, Perseus raises
Medusa’s head as a trophy and awarning.
Garbati reverses this story. But hisMedusa
looks like a runwaymodel, her wildmane
tamed intoastylishcoiffure, Perseus’shead
danglingcasuallybetweenher fingers likea
BottegaVenetaPouch.
In the post #MeTooworld, the statue’s

newpositioninghasanewcharge.Butview-
ershavealsoquestionedit.Whyisshecarry-
ing Perseus’s head instead of her rapist’s?
Why is shesportingaBrazilianwax?
Historically, the earliest depictions of

Medusa featured fangs, snakes, a vacuous
gaze.Eventually,shebecameeasyontheeyes,
butcontinuedtoarouse inmenfearandde-
sire. Feminists reclaimedMedusa as the
woman silenced by victim-blaming. Cindy

Sherman’s photographic work from 1993,
Untitled #282, has the artist withMedusa’s
snakes,gazingstraightattheviewer,upturn-
ingtheideaofthemuse.Beyondart,Sigmund
Freud considered hermonstrous face as a
metaphoric vulva. Later, feminist Hélène
Cixous rewrote her, emphasising her unbri-
dled laughter.
But subject to countless makeovers,

Medusadeservesabreak.Inthenameofdis-
mantlingsetstructures,weseemtohaverun
outof fresh ideas.Garbati’s avatar is just the
latest in this long line of re-imaginings, and
not even themost nuanced. For instance,
Medusawas armedwith a petrifying gaze.
Whywould she need a phallic sword to kill
men?TaranaBurke, founderof the#MeToo
movement, wrote that Garbati could have
created “something to memorialise the
women who have stood outside of that
courtroom in beautiful solidarity”. This
statue, as part of NewYork’s public art pro-
gramming, is amissedopportunity.
But worse, Medusa is occupying space

that should ideally be devoted to new, sup-
pressedorforgottenvoices—andtospotlight
the gender disparity in the art world.
AccordingtoTheArtMarket2019report,only
twoworksbywomenhaveeverbrokeninto
the top 100 auction sales for paintings, de-
spitewomenbeingthesubjectmatterforap-
proximately half of the top 25. In 2018, as
women sought out art to respond to the tu-
mult of #MeToo, a chilling painting by
ArtemisiaGentileschi,titled JudithBeheading
Holofernes,resurfaced.Gentileschi,afamous
17thcenturyItalianpainter,felloutofarthis-
tory’s favour in the centuries that followed.

Shewasmore adept than hermale peers at
conveyingthefemaleanatomyandalsoknew
howtodeliverthefullforceofadecapitation.
Shewasalsoarapesurvivor,asisknownfrom
awell-documentedtrial.Foralongwhile,un-
fortunately,Artemisia’sworkswerereadre-
ductively, as revenge fantasies. A newly-
opened show at London’s National Gallery
seekstopresentafullerpictureofArtemisia,
to letaudiences“hearhervoicefromherlet-
ters,andseetheworldthroughhereyes.”
This is one of the better rewards of

#MeToo in the art world. Institutions and
projectshavetospendtimeandfunds inre-
searchingvoiceserasedbyhistory,especially
thoseofwomenandtranswomenfromdis-
advantagedcommunities. Insteadof anan-
tisepticMedusa by yet anothermale artist,
what if a young Blackwoman had been in-
vited to respondto#MeToo?
What the sensationalistMedusa statue

hasdone is todrownoutnewsof USA’s first
memorial for rape survivors, open in
Minneapolis. TheMemorial to Survivors of
Sexual Violence is a permanent outdoor in-
stallation of mosaic panels made by Lori
Greene.Theartistpiecestogetherastoryofa
rape survivor, starting alone, gradually find-
ingsolaceinagroup.Itemphasisesthatarape
survivor’sbattleisnotaloneone,likeaknight
with a sword, but takes communities to en-
ablehealingandjustice. Insteadof rewriting
oldmythologies,it’smorepurposefultowrite
womenandtranswomenartistsintohistory,
to create newnarratives for future genera-
tions.Afterall,it’snotgodswhorape.Mendo.

benita.fernando@expressindia.com

The efforts by Trump and
his allies to undermine the
integrity of the election
system — through often-
repeated concerns about
voter fraud and
misinformation about the
credibility of postal ballots
— creates conditions for his
supporters to reject the
election results. It also
provides cover to
controversial decisions
that could lower voter
turnout among groups
that disproportionately
support Democrats.

This is one of the better
rewards of #MeToo in the art
world. Institutions and
projects have to spend time
and funds in researching
voices erased by history,
especially those of women
and transwomen from
disadvantaged communities.
Instead of an antiseptic
Medusa statue by yet
another male artist, what
if a young Black woman
had been invited to respond
to #MeToo?
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WORDLYWISE
The dead should not rule the living.

— THOMAS JEFFERSONTHEEDITORIALPAGE

ASSAM BANDH
THE 24-HOUR ASSAM bandhmarking the
resumption of the agitation on foreigners’
issuebrought life in thestate toacomplete
halt.Strayincidentsofassault, clashes,stab-
bing and gheraowere reported from vari-
ous parts of the state. The police had to re-
sorttolathichargeandteargassingatcertain
places. All shops, courts and banks re-
mainedclosed,whileattendanceatdistrict
courts and the Dispur complex was thin.
Mostof thosereportingforworkweremag-
istrates, who came towork in cars accom-
panied by bodyguards. The Gauhati refin-
ery, not exempted from the bandh call,
closeddownlastnight forreasonsof safety.

ThebandhhasbeencalledbytheAllAssam
Students Union (AASU) and the All Assam
Gana SangramParishad as part of their re-
newedagitation foranacceptable solution
to the foreigners’ issue.

AIR INDIA STRIKE
AHARDENINGOF the attitude of theman-
agement of Air India towards its striking
groundstaffwasseenonthe fourthdayof a
work stoppage called by the Air India
Employees’ Guild. Close on the heels of its
decisiontode-recognisetheguildforacting
contrarytothecodeofdisciplineagreedmu-
tually, the management suspended em-
ployeeoffice-bearersof theguild.

TN GOVERNOR
PRABHUDASPATWARI,WHOwaslastnight
removedfromhispostofGovernorofTamil
Nadu, said that hewould not challenge his
removalincourt.“Ineveraspiredforanypost
and I am not going to fight for it,” he told
newsmenat theRajBhavan inMadras.

LETTER TO SADDAM
IRAQPRESIDENTSADDAMHusseinreceived
aspecialmessagefromPMIndiraGandhion
theIraq-Iranconflict.TheIraqiNewsAgency
(INA) said themessage related to efforts by
India “to settle the dispute peacefully” and
was delivered by the secretary for External
Affairs,RomeshBhandari.

OCTOBER 28, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

The Trump challenge
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Prime Minister Imran Khan has done himself, and his government, no favours
by refusing to engage with the opposition. His attitude remains rigid and
uncompromising. .” —DAWN,PAKISTANTHE IDEASPAGE
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As journalists, we tend to
sometimes adopt a general
theory about India,
especially in challenging
times. Which is that no
matter how corrupt and
extreme politics gets, the
innate intelligence and
goodness of ‘ordinary
Indians’ will re-establish the
equilibrium. It happened, for
instance, after the
Emergency. But this time the
forces of darkness are far
more powerful and ruthless.
For the sake of our people
and our country, I am
desperately hoping that we
succeed in restoring the
balance again. Twelve days in
a hospital ward showed me
that it’s possible.

Give reforms
a chance

Central farmbillsgivestatestheopportunityto
liberatethefarmerfromarchaicsystems

THECENTREHASfinallydecidedtobitethe
bullet by institutingmajor reforms in the
labourandagriculturesectors.Thereforms
were announced piggy-backing on the
COVID-19 relief package. Parliament has
passed three bills on agriculture reform.
Thishasevokedprotests, largely inPunjab
andHaryana.Unfortunately,politicsinIndia
hasbeenplayedinthenameof thefarmer.
Partiesacrossthepoliticalspectrumhave,at
somepointof timeorother,advocatedthe
reversal of the archaic mandi system.
However, some parties continue to decry
thestepstaken.
Taking recourse to Article 254 of the

Constitution, thePunjabgovernmenthas
passed itsownbills tonullify someprovi-
sionsof the central acts. Similar actionby
the Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan govern-
ments seems to be on the anvil. Let us
analyse the legal implications of this ac-
tion and how it might impact farmers in
these states.
TheConstitutionhasplacedagriculture

onthestatelist, implyingthatstategovern-
mentsarerequiredtoaddressall issuesre-
lating to it.However, it is theCentrewhich
decides and announces support prices for
major crops for the entire country. It also
decides issues such as bank loanwaivers.
Internationalagreementsandmultilateral
tradeinagriculturalproductsalsofallinthe
Union government’s domain— issues re-
lated to agricultural anddairyproducts, in
fact,hadaprominentroleinIndianotjoin-
ingtheRegionalComprehensiveEconomic
Partnership(RCEP).So,ineffect,agriculture
getsdualconsideration.Thishasledtocon-
siderable debate formoving it to the con-
currentlist.Thereisprecedenceforsuchac-
tion—the42ndconstitutionalamendment
hadmovededucationtotheconcurrentlist
in1976.
Someotherconstitutionalprovisions,in

theUnionandconcurrent lists, provide le-
gal justification for the Centre’s interven-
tioninissuespertainingtoagriculture.Entry
33intheconcurrentlistlimitsthepowerof
states in agriculture, by empowering both
governments to legislate on production,
trade and supply of a range of agricultural
foodstuffs and rawmaterial. In fact, the
Sarkaria Commission had opined on the
UniongovernmentusingEntry33toprom-
ulgatetheECAct in1955.Thissignificantly
enhancedtheCentre’spower.
What seems tohave raised thehackles

of thestatesareprovisions in thenewbills
which entrust the Centrewith overriding
powers of implementation. The Congress
has issued an advisory to governments in
statesinwhichitholdsofficetoexplorethe
possibility of passing laws under Article
254(2) to bypass the central legislation. In

doing so, they are taking a leaf out of the
NDAgovernment’sbook—in2015,theNDA
governmenthadbeenunabletoamendthe
LandAcquisitionActpassedbyUPA-II due
to an inadequate majority in the Rajya
Sabha. IthadthenadvisedBJP-ledstatesto
invokeArticle254(2)tooverridetheprovi-
sionsof thecentralact.
The Punjab bill has set inmotion the

processofstatestakingrefugeunderArticle
254 topass theirownpiecesof legislation.
The bill declares all purchases below the
MSP to be illegal andpunishablewith im-
prisonment.Ithasalsoleviedafeeontrade
outsidethemandis.All statebills thatseek
tonullifycentralactshavetobeapprovedby
the President after they have received the
consent of the governor of the state. It is
quite likely that the Punjab governorwill
return the bills, but will be legally con-
strained to pass themon to the President
once the stategovernment sends it tohim
again. If the intentof theCentre inpassing
the newactswere to prevail, it would ad-
vise thePresident to reject thePunjab leg-
islation. It could even languishwith the
President for a long time.However, if they
playpolitics,theycouldgoalongandadvise
presidentialassentwhilecontinuingtoun-
dertakeprocurement atMSP—which the
Centre had declared that it would not be
curtailing.Thismaytakethewindoutofthe
sails of the state government as they have
declaredmandatory the purchase of only
paddyandwheat atMSP. These two food-
grainswere, inanycase,beingmoreorless
fullymoppedupbyprocurementagencies.
Underthenewcentrallaw,thearhtiyaswill
notget theircommissionor fee.
Variouspetitionshavealsobeenfiledin

the SupremeCourt claiming that the cen-
tral laws infringe upon the jurisdiction of
state governments and that they render
farmersvulnerable tocorporategreedand
are, therefore, anti-farmer.While the legal
issueswillbeadjudicateduponbythecourt
induecourse,thepoliticsthatisplayingout
isdefinitelygoingtobedetrimentaltofarm-
ers’ interests.
Thereformscertainlypointtoadirection

wherefarmerswouldbefreedfromthear-
chaicprovisionsoftheAPMCandECActs.It
would be in the interests of the farming
communityandstategovernments togive
themuch-delayed reformmeasures a fair
chance by giving themaccess to competi-
tivepurchases,affordingbetterprices,since
the safety net ofMSPwill in any case con-
tinue. Reformist chiefministers andastute
policy planners should grab this opportu-
nityandencourageinvestmentinprivatein-
frastructuretocreatesupplychainsandgive
thefarmerthebenefitofdemand-ledprices.
Theyshouldalsotakeappropriateactionto
create institutionalmechanisms, such as
farmerproducerorganisationsoraggrega-
tors,toensuregreaterfarmerparticipation.
This is certainly the 1991moment for

Indian agriculture. The first state off the
startingblockwillliberatetheIndianfarmer
asnootheractionofgovernmenthasdone
inthe last fivedecades.

Thewriter isdistinguishedvisitingresearch
fellowat the InstituteofSouthAsianStudies,

NationalUniversityofSingapore

AFTER 10 DAYS OF treatment at home for
COVID-19, I was rushed one evening to a
private hospital inDelhi in a hypoxic state.
The oxygen in my blood was falling and
I was barely aware of my surroundings. I
wasimmediatelyputonanoxygenconcen-
trator, and started getting various antibi-
otics intravenously.
Getting admission in a hospital at the

heightof thepandemic inSeptemberwasn’t
easy. Iwasassignedtoageneralward, called
an “economy room”,with five patients to a
small room that had a commonwashroom.
Theotherfourpatientsinmywardwerealso
admittedthesameday.
As I lay in bed in a small, curtained cubi-

cle, connected to various tubes, anxious and
a little delirious, I recallmy first thoughts—
therewassomethingwarmandreassuring, I
toldmyself, about the voice of the patient in
the next cubicle (he was speaking on the
phone).Ididn’trealisethenthatIhadopened
asmalldoor towhatwaseventuallya rather
profoundexperience.
Themomentofepiphanycameat3amon

my fifth night in hospital. Awomanwalked
intomycubicleanddeclared,“You’reshifting
to the third floor! Packyour things.” Though
both themedical treatmentandthehospital
careIwasgettinginthewardwasgood,there
hadbeenamishapthenightbefore—thean-
tibiotics being administered tome intra-
venously had twice gone into the bedmat-
tress, instead of my vein. My family had,
therefore,organisedasingleroomformethe
moment it fell vacant, expecting better care
onamoreexclusivefloor.
ButIinstinctivelyfeltIshouldnotleavethe

generalward. Beingmore ill than the other
patients in theward, I had barely related to
them.ButIhadbeenhazilyawareof their in-
teractions, supporting, encouraging and ad-
visingeachother.Totalstrangers, theyhadin
afewdayscometogetherandcreatedacom-
munityoftheconvalescent.Itwouldbeamis-
take to leave suchasupportivegroupand lie
alone in a large single room, I felt, especially
when relatives, friends andeven seniordoc-
tors could not visit COVID-19 patients. I re-
fusedtogo.
Alongwithmemyneighbour— a pros-

perouscostumejewellerytraderfromDelhi’s
SadarBazaar—wasalsoofferedanupgrade.
Hepackedhisthingsandleft.Within10min-
utes,hewasback. “I feelbetterhere,”hesaid
matter-of-factly.
I got both the treatmentswhich arenow

the subject of controversy — the drug
Remdesivir andbloodplasmatherapy—be-
sides aplethoraof antibiotics. I felt the three
shotsofbloodplasmahelped.Ontheseventh
day, itseemedlikeIhadturnedacorner. Ibe-
ganrelatingtotheotherpatients.
Theveryfirstencounterinthepassagewas

uplifting.“YoulookjustlikemyNana(grand-
father),”ayoungmotherwithunflaggingspirit
cheerily toldme. “It’s so good to see you up

andaboutandsmiling.” Shehadto leaveher
eight-month-oldbabyathomeaftercontract-
ingCOVID-19.
AsoftenwithIndians,itdidn’ttakeuslong

tobecomeawareofeachother’sorigins.
Unsurprisingly,theywerequitedisparate

—PunjabiHindu refugees fromSargodha in
Pakistan; Marwaris from Jhunjhunu in
RajasthanwhohadmigratedtoGorakhpurin
eastern UP; also fromUP, the upper-caste
Jaiswals,knownhistoriciallyasmuchfortheir
religious toleranceas for their skill at trading
in liquor; andmiddle-class SunniMuslim
fromHyderabad.
But far fromcreating anxiety orhostility,

awareness of each other’s backgrounds
seemed to help us better understand each
other.Whatwascrucial,though,wastheem-
pathy,concernandcaringweshared.Wewere
inDelhi’s best private hospital, but I felt the
healing processwas greatly assisted by the
senseofcommunitywecreated.
Lyinginbed,withthewindowframingtall

eucalyptus and ashoka trees, and a tranquil
moonatnights, I couldn’thelprecallinghow
verydifferentmyexperiencehadbeenjusta
fewmonthsearlier.
Delhihadbeensweptbyacampaignof

hate and intolerance. Violencehadnot yet
exploded in the city’s north-east, but the
airwas full of anti-Muslim invective. Iwas
invited to the residenceof aEuropeanam-
bassador, alongwith others from the cap-
ital’s cultural and media world. It was
amidst theseelegantdiplomaticsurround-
ings that I first directly and dramatically
experienced the radical transformation
taking place in our society. A guest I had
metbarelyahalf-houragowalkeduptome
at the buffet table. He seemed to be
seething with rage. He pointed a finger at
me,andaproposofnothing,beganscream-
ing, “IhateMuslims, IhateMuslims…. Ies-
pecially hate richMuslims.”
In all seriousness, he then began insist-

ing thatwegoout to theambassador’s gar-
den and engage in a fistfight — it was as if
his uncontrollable rage needed immediate
physical redemption. I will not forget the
look of utter disbelief on the face of a fash-
ion designer from the Northeast standing
next tome.
Thiswasnotasolitaryexperience.Around

the same time, a good friend had turned
overnightintoanardentfanofanastyanddi-
visiveleader.Ourconversationshadsoonac-
quiredthequalityofbaiting.
I had then askedmyself: Is the India of

SwamiAgniveshandRajmohanGandhi and
Sudha Bharadwaj, of decency and kindness
andhumanempathy,disappearingsofast?It
wasbothdepressingandscary.
But then Iwas admitted to the hospital.

Anditbecameatransformativeexperience.
I was the last to leavemyward. Before

theywenthome,boththecostumejeweller
and theyoungmother touchedmyfeet and
soughtmyblessings.Theothertwopatients
were a successful doctor fromGorakhpur
and his wife. After I got home, the doctor
phoned. “Wewere all worried the first few
days. Your condition seemed bad,” he said.
HeinvitedmetovisitGorakhpurashisguest.
“We’re likea familynow.”
Ihavebeenareporterallmylife.Asjour-

nalists,we tend to sometimes adopt a gen-
eral theory about India, especially in chal-
lengingtimes.Whichis thatnomatterhow
corruptandextremepoliticsgets, theinnate
intelligence and goodness of “ordinary
Indians”will re-establishtheequilibrium.It
happened,forinstance,aftertheEmergency.
But this time the forces of darkness are far
morepowerfulandruthless. For thesakeof
ourpeopleandourcountry, Iamdesperately
hopingthatwesucceedinrestoringthebal-
ance again. Twelve days in a hospital ward
showedmethat it’s possible.

Theauthor isa journalist livinginDelhi

GIVE US DATA
THISREFERSTOthereport, ‘Drugcase:
Can’taccessdetailsofcalls,textsasthey
are encrypted,WhatsApp tells HC’ (IE,
October27).WhatsApprefusedtoshare
the information, saying that texts and
calls are encrypted. Thismove should
betakenasasymbolofFacebook’smo-
nopoly. It is disappointing, given that
wehaveapopulationofmore than1.3
billionandacommensuratemarket.It’s
high timewe think of creating a data
access deal with such companies,
wheretheyareboundtoprovideneces-
sarydata for legaluse inourcountry.

AyushiSingh,Agra

TOP-DOWN PROBLEM
THISREFERSTOthearticle, ‘Truthmust
comeout’(IE,October26).Whenallthe
threewingsof thedemocracylackholy
cows,thechancesof thepotcallingthe
kettleblackcannotberuledout.Butas
suggested,thetruthmustbefoundout.
Instances of levelling charges should
not become a daily feature, as it can
bringthegovernmenttoagrindinghalt.
Apermanentsolution,therefore,needs
tobefoundout.Butit iseasiersaidthan
done.This isbecauseinsomecasesthe
fish rots fromtheheaddown.

TarsemSingh,Mahilpur

WORRYING CAVEAT
THISREFERSTOthe report, ‘India jolted
China,mustbuildtiestogrowbiggerthan
Beijing:RSSchief’(IE,October26).Mohan
Bhagwat,whiledecryingatrocityanddis-
criminationwithoutmentioning caste,
further undermined its significance by

adding: “But if a one-off incident does
takeplace insuchabigcountry...”There
is noway to dismiss NCRB (National
CrimeRecordsBureau)datathatreveals
notonlythenumberbutalsothenature
ofcrimeagainstDalits.

LRMurmu,Delhi

CHINA’S RISE
This refers to the article, ‘A poll-proof
relationship’(IE,October27).Thebipar-
tisan support in the US, favouring a
tighter strategic embracewith India is
not entirely unconditional. Themete-
oric rise of China has pushed US into
deeper engagements with regional
powers. India’shas itsowndifferences
withChina—Chineseglobalambitions
are not in tunewith India’s vision for
rule-basedmultipolarworldorder.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

DEBATES ABOUT FREE trade pit thosewho
advocate the value of economic growth
againstthosewhoadvocatevaluesof justice.
Manywhosupportopennessintradealsosay
thatthepresentrulesofthegamearenotjust.
They are concerned about how the rules of
thegameare framed.
TheEconomist(October5)says,“Investor-

statedispute-settlement(ISDS)clausesof in-
ternational trade and investment agree-
ments give foreign investors the right to
resort to a secretive tribunal of well-remu-
neratedcorporate lawyers toseekcompen-
sationwhen they are in disagreementwith
a host government. They threaten govern-
mentswhowanttopasslawsthatseemself-
evidently in their country’s and even the
world’s interests”. Nearly 150members of
theEuropeanandnationalparliamentshave
signedalettersayingtheISDSthreatensthe
climateambitionsofEUcountries.TheISDS
hasbeenusedmore than1,000timesso far,
andsevenof10of thebiggestcompensation
awardsreceivedbyinvestorssince2012have
been to fossil-fuel companies.
Theinterestsofremotefinancialinvestors

areconsideredsuperior, inglobaltraderules,
to the rights of local people represented by
their own democratically elected govern-
ments. TRIPS (the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of International Property
Rights)isanotheregregiousexample.Lobbies
ofmultinationalpharmacompanieswantto
protect their investorswith intellectualmo-
nopolies under TRIPS, denying affordable
medicines to theworld’spoorerpeople.
Investors are gainingmore power over

the rights of people within India, too. The
EnvironmentalImpactAssessment(EIA)no-
tification 2020mooted by the government
intendstomakeiteasierforinvestorstotake
overlandsforprojectsbydebilitatingtheas-
sessment processwhich requires that com-
munities be heard. The new labour codes
passedbyParliamenttosimplifyregulations
havealsoweakenedtherightsofworkers to
berepresentedbyunions.
Theworldwasn’thealthybeforeCOVID-

19struck.Climatechangeisn’tbeingarrested.
Someworld leaders even deny that busi-
nesses have contributed to it. At the same
time,amajorityofworkersaroundtheworld
have precarious incomeswithout firm em-
ployment.Newbusinessmodels are throw-
ingmoreworkers into short-term contrac-
tual arrangements to make it easier for
investors to do business. People and the
planet are suffering, while profits increase.
Vulgarinequalitiesbetweenthosewhoearn
incomes from their financial investments,
and thosewho have to labour to earn, have
beenmade stark by COVID-19.Meanwhile,
countriescompeteontheWorldBank’sEase
ofDoingBusinessrankings(presentlyunder
acloud)tomakethemselvesmoreattractive
toglobal investors.
An era is passing. Fifty years ago,Milton

Friedmanwrote in theNew York Times that
the business of business must be only to
make profits because that is how business
serves society. Ronald Reagan, inspired by
FriedmanandtheChicagoschoolofeconom-
ics,declaredinhisinauguraladdress,40years
ago, thatgovernment isnotthesolution, it is

the problem. After COVID-19, everyone, in-
cludingbusinesses, isaskinggovernmentsto
domoretopulltheeconomyoutof thecrisis.
Neverwasteacrisis,somesay.Therefore,

free-market economists and business lob-
bies arenowurging the Indiangovernment
to use its parliamentarymajority to initiate
reformsinlabour,environmentandagricul-
ture laws.Theywantmarkets toworkmore
efficiently; and theywant India to bemore
attractive for investors.
Ingoodmarkets, thetermsof trademust

befair tobothsuppliersandbuyers. In India,
terms of trade have been stacked against
small farmers to keep prices low for con-
sumers; against small enterprises in finan-
cial markets, and alsowhen they supply to
large buyers in global supply chains. The
terms of trade are unfair for allworkers (in-
cludingthoseself-employed)whoareonthe
supplysideof labourmarketsvis-à-visthose
who pay them. Small people do not have
cloutinanymarket.Thosewithmoremoney
set the termsof trade.
“Put yourmoneywhere yourmouth is”,

is a common expressionwherevermoney
talks. Economist Albert Hirschman saw the
contradiction between institutions of capi-
talism and democracy building up 50 years
ago. He pointed out, in his book Exit, Voice,
andLoyalty(1970),thatMiltonFriedmanhad
expressedhis difficulty in accepting theno-
tionthatpeopleshoulddesiretoexpresstheir
views tomake them prevail. Friedman de-
scribed this as a resort to “cumbrous politi-
calchannels”.Hewouldmuchrathertheyre-
sort to “efficientmarketmechanisms” and

usetheirmoneyratherthantheirmouthsto
make theiropinionsknown.
Butwhat if peoplehave littlemoney,or

nomoney?Howcanthey influencereforms
tomake them just for poorpeople and less
harmful for theenvironment?Theirwealth
is in their numbers, not in bank accounts.
Therefore, workers, tiny enterprises, con-
sumersandcitizensmustbeencouragedto
formstrongerassociations—notprevented
from forming them for making life easier
for investors.
The global governance crisis is a conflict

between the governance principles of capi-
talismanddemocracy.Capitalismrunsonthe
principleofpropertyrights:Thosewhoown
moremust have a greater say in the gover-
nanceof theenterprise.Onedollargivesone
vote; a million dollars gives a million.
Democracy, on the other hand, runs on the
principleof humanrights. Everyhumanbe-
ing, whether she owns a billion dollars, or
none, has an equal vote.Money is speaking
toomuch in fixing the rules of the game: It
influenceselections;itcontrolsthemedia;it
powers lobbies for reforms at international
andnational levels.
The way the rules of the economy and

tradearemademustchangetocreateamore
just and resilientworld. Voices of the poor-
est people and their associations must be
heardmore loudly than the opinions of the
richandtheir lobbies.

Maira isauthorof
TheLearningFactory:HowtheLeadersof

TataBecameNationBuilders

Post-Covidworldmustfindwaystoreducedistortingpowerofglobalcapital
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CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

A MASSIVE screening
study of cells has identi-
fieddozensof genes that
enable SARS-CoV-2 and
MERS-CoVtoreplicatein
cells, and also genes that
seemto inhibit thevirus.
The studyby researchers
at Yale University and
BroadInstituteofMITand
Harvard is published in
Cell. The researchers
screenedmillions of cells exposed to
the twoviruses and sought to under-
stand the genetics behind some cells
beingmore susceptible to infection.
The proviral and antiviral role of the

genesasidentified,there-
searchers said,will help
guide scientists in devel-
opmentofnewtherapies.
The screenwas per-

formedona lineof green
monkey cells. The re-
searcherssimultaneously
tracked interactions of
virus and cells. The
screensreconfirmedthat
theACE2receptorprotein

promotesinfectionbySARS-CoV-2.The
screensalsoidentifiedtwonewpro-vi-
ral protein complexes. And a third
seemstoassistinpreventinginfection.

Source:YaleUniversity
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Study identifies genes that
help or inhibit coronavirus
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FRENCHPRESIDENTEmmanuelMacron’sre-
marksaboutIslamhavepittedFranceagainst
several countries in the Islamicworld.A look
whathesaid,andwhy:

WhyaremanycountriesintheMuslim
worldangrywithFrance?
Francehasalongandcomplexrelationship

with Islam, and its 5millionMuslimcitizens
(justunder9percentof itspopulation).
On October 16, when an 18-year-old

Chechenrefugee inFrancebeheadedschool-
teacher Samuel Paty, 47, days after he had
showncaricaturesofProphetMohammedto
hisstudents,PresidentMacronsaid:“Wewill
continue...Wewill defend the freedomthat
youtaughtsowellandwewillbringsecular-
ism.”He said Francewould “not giveup car-
toons,drawings,evenifothersbackdown”.
Days before Paty’s killing, Macron had

madeacontroversialspeech.Hedeclaredthat
“Islamisareligionthatisincrisistodayallover
theworld”, “plaguedby radical temptations
andbyayearningforareinventedjihadwhich
isthedestructionof theother”.
Hespokeofan“Islamistseparatism”within

thecountry,andtheneedtocounteritthrough
therulesandvaluesoftheRepublic,tobuilda
French version of Islam, an “Islam of
Enlightenment” thatwould integrate French
MuslimcitizensbetterwiththeFrenchwayof
life. French secularismwasnot theproblem,
hesaid.Itwasthe“conscious,theorised,politic-
religious project, whichmaterialises in re-
peated deviations from the values of the
Republic,oftenresults intheconstitutionofa
counter-society,andwhosemanifestationsare
childrendroppingoutfromschool,thedevel-
opmentof sporting andcultural community
practicesthatarethepretextforteachingprin-
ciples not in conformitywith the lawsof the
Republic.Itisindoctrinationthroughthenega-
tion of our principles, equality between
womenandmen,humandignity”.
Macron called it an attempt to create “a

parallelorder, toerectothervalues,develop
anotherorganisationofsociety,separatistat
first, butwhose final goal is to take control.
Andthis iswhatmakesusreject freedomof
expression,freedomofconscience,theright
toblasphemy”.
The speech, andMacron’s pronounce-

mentsafterthekillingofPaty,haveinfuriated

many Islamic countries, with Turkey and
Pakistan taking the lead in denouncing the
French President of Islamophobia. Turkish
PresidentRecepTayyipErdogan,whohaslong-
standingrowswithFranceandMarcron—over
gas reserves off Cyprus, over Nagarno
Karabakh,andoverthewarsinLibyaandSyria
—questionedMacron’smentalhealthafterthe
speech. Anumber of Islamic countries have
declaredtheywillboycottFrenchgoods.

WhatistheFrenchdefinitionof
secularism?
Macron’s remarksbrought to the fore the

difficultiesthatFrancehasfacedinreconciling
itsstrictlyinterpretedsecularismwiththein-
creasing assertionof religious identity by its
Muslim citizens, and howFrance itself has
changedinthewayitviewIslam.
Frenchsecularism,or laicite,seesnoplace

for religion in thepublic sphere. In thisway,
it is theopposite of how Indiahaspractised
itssecularism.Overtheyears, laicitehasbeen
inconfrontationwiththereligiouspractices
ofmanyimmigrantgroupsinFrance,includ-
ingtheSikhs.Butthebiggestconfrontations
have been to do with its Muslim citizens,
who form the largest group of Muslims in
Europe, ahead of four million Turkish
MuslimsinGermany.MostFrenchMuslims
oftodaywereborninFrance,descendantsof
first-generation immigrants from former
French colonies in north Africa. The French
constitutiondemandsthatthoseseekingcit-
izenshipmust commit themselves to inte-
gration.But thishasprovedelusive.
Macronacknowledgedinhisspeechthat

therehavebeenshortcomingsinhowFrance
has dealt with this challenge. He acknowl-

edged that the country had not dealt with
the legacy of its problematic Algerianwar.
HealsosaidFrenchgovernmentshadtotake
the blame for ghettoisingMuslim commu-
nities across the country and creating con-
ditions for radicalisation.
Only a few thousandsmaybe radicalised

Islamists, but France’s troubled relationship
withIslamhasmanifesteditselfinmanyways
—inthe2005riotingintheParisbanlieus,sub-
urbanghettoswhere immigrantswere con-
fined;intherefusal,onthegroundsof laicite,to
allowMuslimwomentowearthehijabinpub-
licspaces;the2010,burqaban.In2011,Charlie
Hebdo’scartoonstriggeredangryreactions in
theIslamicworld,buttheFrenchholdtheright
to blasphemeas anabsolute individual free-
dom, equally available to thosewhowant to
insultJesusChristasthosewhowillblaspheme
Islam. This is considered the French “wayof
life” –which also includes knowing the lan-
guage,aswelladherenceto laicite.

Macron’scontroversialspeechwellbefore
Paty’skilling;so,whattriggeredit?
Thekillingsat theCharlieHebdooffice in

January2015,apparentlytoavengethepub-
licationoftheProphetMohammedcartoons,
were a turning point for France. Then in
Novembercameaseriesof coordinatedter-
roristattacksinParisandasuburbthatshook
the entireworld. The attacks included sui-
cide bombings, shootings at a football sta-
dium,mass shootings at cafes and restau-
rants, and another mass shooting and
hostagetakingatatheatre. InEurope,France
wasthecountrywiththehighestnumberof
citizenswhohad left to join ISIS in Iraq and
Syria in2014-15.

Soeventhoughthereisarealconstitutional
basistoMacron’spositioningonIslam—asne-
cessitatedby laicite—it is also apolitical ne-
cessity.No Frenchpolitician at this point be-
lieves s/he canafford to ignore the impact of
these events onFrenchnational life. The trial
of theCharlieHebdokillersbegan lastmonth,
five years after the attack, and formany, the
killingofPatywasacontinuationoftheterror-
istattackagainstCharlieHebdo.
Macron, who describes his politics as

“neither right nor left” — hewas with the
Socialist Party until 2009 —will go into a
Presidentialelectioninearly2022.Theright
wingMarineLaPen,whohedefeated inthe
2017 election, has led the charge against
Macron fornotcrackingdownhardenough
against Islamism. Last year, Macronmade
changes to the immigration law on the
grounds that itwasbeingmisused.
For goodmeasure,Macron has also an-

nouncedacontroversial“anti-separatism”bill
tocrackdownonIslamicradicalismthat is to
be introduced in Parliament inDecember. It
envisages a range of measures, including
school education reforms to ensureMuslim
childrendonotdropout, stricter controls on
mosquesandpreachers,andhascausedcon-
cernamongMuslimsinFrance.
ThePresident’sremarksshowedhowfar

FrancehastravelledsincetheSeptember11,
2001attackontheWorldTradeCentreTwin
Towers.WhileLeMondedeclared“Weareall
Americans today”, Jacques Chirac, then the
FrenchPresident,haddrawnthelinesforhis
country’s support to theUSwaronterror.
Francemorethananyothercountryinthe

westknewthedangersofconflatinganentire
religionwith terrorism, andwasworried the
USmight endupdoing that. It sent troops to
Afghanistan,butwasvocalinitsoppositionto
theinvasionofIraq.AsUSPresidentGeorgeW
Bush and British PrimeMinister Tony Blair
pushedtheUNforbackingtotheplannedin-
vasion, French ForeignMinisterDominique
Villepinmadeanimpassionedappealagainst
itattheUNSecurityCouncil.
FromFrance’sownassessmentofavailable

intelligence,hesaid,“nothingallowsustoes-
tablish[…]links”thattheUSwasmakingbe-
tweentheSaddamHusseinregimeinIraqand
al-Qaeda.“Ontheotherhand,wemustassess
theimpactthatdisputedmilitaryactionwould
haveon this plan.Wouldnot such interven-
tionbe liable to exacerbate thedivisions be-
tweensocieties,culturesandpeoples,divisions
thatnurtureterrorism?”
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ABOUT TWO years ago, India’s Home
Minister Amit Shah spoke of “infiltrators”
whowere hollowing out the country “like
termites”. AMinister fromBangladesh re-
tortedthatShah’sstatementwas“inappro-
priate”, “unwanted”, and“notbasedon in-
formation”.TheIMF’srecentpercapitaGDP
projectionsforSouthAsiancountriesshow
that the alleged ‘termite factory’ is shining
— Bangladesh, which has been doing bet-
ter than both India and Pakistan on social
andhumandevelopmentindicatorsforsev-
eral years now, is also beginning tomarch
aheadontheeconomic front.
Development economists Jean Drèze

and Amartya Sen showed in their 2013
book, An Uncertain Glory: India and its
Contradictions, that Bangladesh had been
outshiningits largerneighboursonindica-
tors such as infantmortality, child immu-
nisation,femaleliteracy,accesstoimproved
sanitation,andtotalfertilityrate.Whenthe
nation was born in 1971, the average
Bangladeshi could expect to live for only
46.5years, twoyears less than theaverage

Indian. By 2018, life expectancy in
Bangladeshhadrisento72years,twoyears
more than India’s. Bangladesh lagged be-
hindIndia inonlyonemajoreconomicdi-
mension — income per capita, which in
2015 was approximately 25% less than
India’s. But if the IMF’s latest projections
areaccurate,thegapissettodisappear,and
Bangladesh and India are expected to be
neckandneckuntil 2025.
To see this as a one-year phenomenon

arisingoutof thepandemic induced (-)10%
growthinIndiawhileBangladeshregistered
a (+)3.8%growth,wouldbeamistake. Each
socialoreconomicindicatorseekstocapture
a certain aspect of humanwelfare — and
when a country consistently does better
across a range of indicators, an “economic
catch-up”too,isentirelylikely.Mostanalysts
inBangladeshhavebeenseeingthiscoming
forquitesometime—theCovid-19outbreak
mighthavesimplyexpeditedthisprocess.
So,whathasallowedBangladeshtoturn

thecorner?
The economic story of Bangladesh has

notalwaysbeenoptimistic.Soonafterinde-
pendence, thenUnited States Secretary of
StateHenryKissinger(in)famouslybranded
Bangladesh as a “bottomless basket”, and
development pundits did not believe that
anovercrowdedcountrywithveryfewnat-
ural resources had great economic
prospects. These prophesies obviously did
notaccountforincrementalimprovements
insocialandeconomicindicatorsovertime.
From2009onward, thegovernmentof

PrimeMinisterSheikhHasinahasdemon-
strated a strong political will to uproot
Islamicterrorismandestablishpeace,along
with a sustained policy commitment to

macroeconomic stability throughprudent
fiscalandinternationaldebtmanagement,
expansionofthesocialsecuritynet,andex-
ecutionofmegainfrastructureprojects.One

of the PrimeMinister’s most significant
achievementshasbeentosuccessfullybal-
ancethecompetinginterestsof India,China,
Japan,RussiaandtheUS,whichhasallowed
Bangladesh to protect its national interest
and develop awin-win political and eco-
nomic rapportwithmajorglobalpowers.
Takinga longview, it isevident that the

economic growth of Bangladesh has been
steadyoverthepastfourdecades.Following
some turbulence in the years after inde-
pendenceduetofamineandnaturaldisas-
ters, overall progress since the 1990s has
beengood.Consider:

■Average GDP growth for Bangladesh
has been higher than theworld’s average
GDPgrowthover the last threedecades; it
has been higher than the average growth
rateof SouthAsiasince2010.Bangladesh’s
average economic growth has steadily in-
creasedineachdecadesince1980. In2018,
Bangladesh emerged as one of the fastest
growingeconomies in theworld.

■ The contribution of agriculture in
Bangladesh’sGDPhasdeclinedsteadily,while
that ofmanufacturing and services has in-
creased(Table1). In1980,agricultureaccou-
ntedforalmostathirdoftheGDP;industryfor
less thana fifth. In 2018, the contributionof
agriculturetoGDPhadfallentolessthan15%,
and industrynowaccounts formore thana
third.Thecontributionofthemanufacturing
sectortoGDPhasdoubledsince1980.

■Exportshavebeenbuoyant since the
1990s (Figure 3). Theyhave risen from less
thanUS$2billion inFY92 tomore thanUS

$40 billion in FY19 – growth by a factor of
(approximately)20 in37years.

■ Figure 3 also shows remittances have
risenfastafterFY91,fromapproximatelyUS
$764milliontomorethanUS$16.4billionin
FY19. Bangladesh is among theworld’s top
10 remittance receiving countries, even
thoughthedifferenceinremittanceearnings
ofBangladeshandcountrieswithfarsmaller
populations(suchasPhilippines)isverylarge
—whichunderlinesthatBangladeshiremit-
tancescomefromlow-wagelabour.Despite
suchweaknesses, Bangladeshhas received
morethan$18billioninremittancesthisyear,
whichhashelpedstabilisetheaggregatede-
mand shock from the pandemic induced
lockdown.
Bangladesh has seen both structural

transformationandtheriseof sectorscapa-
ble of generating decent foreign exchange
earnings, which has helped policymakers
sustaincomfortablemacroeconomicfunda-
mentals. To sustain this economic progress
overthelongrun,thereisaneedtoimprove
coregovernancechallenges—weaktaxmo-
bilisationcapacity,anover-burdenedjudici-
ary,inadequatebureaucraticcapacity—that
have plagued almost all SouthAsian coun-
tries. Also, withmany parts of theworld
quickly losing faith in the doctrine of free
trade,andlargertradingblocksincreasingly
veeringtowardsprotectionism,Bangladesh
will need to thoroughly examine the inter-
nationalcontextwithinwhichitcompetes.

(DrAshikurRahmanisaSeniorEconomistat
thePolicyResearch InstituteofBangladesh,Dhaka)

France, Macron and Islam
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

TheFrenchPresident isunderattackfromleadersandcitizensofMuslimcountries followingcomments
hemadeabout Islamandsecularism.AlookatFrance’scomplexrelationshipwithIslam
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THEMOONhaswater at placeswherenone
hadbeendetectedbefore,andhaspotentially
morewaterthanpreviouslybelievedinregions
where itwas alreadyunderstood to exist. In
two studies inNature Astronomy, scientists
havereportedfindingswithpossibleimplica-
tions for sustaininghumanson theMoon in
thefuture.Onestudyreportsthedetectionof
waterontheMoon’ssunlitsurfaceforthefirst
time.TheotherestimatesthattheMoon’sdark,

shadowy regions,whichpotentially contain
ice,aremorewidespreadthanthought.

Whydoesthediscoveryofwatermatter?
Apart from being amarker of potential

life, water is a precious resource for astro-
nautslandingontheMoon,notonlyforsus-
taininglifebutalsoforpurposessuchasgen-
erating rocket fuel. NASA’s Artemis
programme plans to send the first woman
and the next man to theMoon in 2024. If
space explorers can use the Moon’s re-
sources, itmeanstheyneedtocarrylesswa-
ter fromEarth.

WhatisknownaboutwaterontheMoon?
Previous Moon studies, including by

ISRO’s Chandrayaan-1mission, have pro-
videdevidence for theexistenceofwater. In
2009,theMoonMineralogyMapper(M3)in-
strumentaboardChandrayaan-1 foundwa-
termoleculesinthepolarregions.Apaperin
Nature Geoscience in August 2013 analysed
M3datatoreportthedetectionofmagmatic
water(wateroriginatingfromthedeepinte-
riors) on theMoon’s surface.Whatwas not
establishedinpreviousstudieswaswhether
the detectedmolecules werewater as we
knowit(H20)orintheformofhydroxyl(OH).

What isdifferent inthenewdiscovery?
This time, it is confirmedH20molecules,

discovered in Clavius Crater in theMoon’s
southernhemisphere. Italsoshowswateron
theMoonisnotrestrictedtotheshadowyre-
gions.SOFIA,whichisamodifiedBoeing747SP
jetlinerthatfliesataltitudesupto45,000feet,
has an infrared camera that picked up the
wavelength unique to water molecules.
Concentrations are low—100-412parts per
milliontrappedin1cubicmetreofsoil.

Howcouldthewaterhaveformed?
Space rocks carrying small amounts of

water could have bombarded the Moon.
Alternatively,theSun’ssolarwindcouldhave
carried hydrogen, which then reactedwith
minerals in the lunar soil,NASAsaid.
Thesunlitsurfaceretainingthewaterpres-

entsapuzzle,sincetheMoondoesnothavea
thick atmosphere. Onepossibility is that the
watercouldbehiddenbetweengrainsofsoil
andshelteredfromthesunlight,NASAsaid.

So,howwidespreadis thewater?
On the sunlit side, it is not yet known

whetherthewaterSOFIAfoundiseasilyacces-
sible.Forthehidden,shadowypocketsonthe

lunar surface called “cold traps”, the other
studyhasanestimate:theyarespreadacross
acombined40,000sqkm(roughlythesizeof
Kerala),allpotential reservoirs for ice.Thees-
timateusedmathematicaltoolstoanalysedata
fromNASA’sLunarReconnaissanceOrbiter.

Whatnext?
SOFIAwilllookforwaterinadditionalsun-

litlocationstolearnmoreabouthowwateris
produced and stored. Meanwhile, NASA’s
VolatilesInvestigatingPolarExplorationRover
willbecarryingoutamissiontocreatethefirst
waterresourcemapsof theMoon.

Water on theMoon: a discovery, an estimate, and why it matters
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Berlin in
January.
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ANEXPERTEXPLAINS

783,311

625,857

TABLE1:STRUCTURALCHANGESINTHEECONOMY
FY80 FY90 FY00 FY18

Agriculture 33.21 29.52 25.28 14.23
Industry 17.08 20.78 25.71 33.66
OfwhichManufacturing 11.12 12.52 15.4 22.85
Services 49.72 49.7 48.72 52.11
GDPatConstantPrices 100 100 100 100

Source:BangladeshBureauofStatistics

FIGURE1:GDPPERCAPITA
ATCURRENTPRICES($)

FIGURE3:EXPORTS&REMITTANCES
1972-2019

FIGURE2:AVERAGEGDPGROWTH
1972-2018 (ConstantUSDollar2010)

■Bangladesh ■ India Source: IMF

■ Exports inMillionUS$ ■ Remittance inMillionUS$ Source:BangladeshBank

■Bangladesh ■ SouthAsia ■World
Source:WorldBank
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HowBangladesh has reduced gap—and is nowprojected to go past India

New Delhi
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N
o Assembly election in Bihar can be said to be imbued with deeper
political meaning, especially considering the sharp political cleavage
which is on view in our national politics, than the three-stage poll for
which the first votes are to be cast today. Also, in no other election in

recent memory in the state are the challengers being billed to be in with a
chance. 

This was considered quite inconceivable only a few weeks ago. It was wide-
ly believed that opponents of the NDA government of JD(U)-BJP helmed by
chief minister Nitish Kumar, try as hard as they might, had no one to project
who could even remotely match the CM in leadership qualities. 

Governance failures — even on matters as grave as the ruling coalition’s
abject failure in dealing with the corona crisis, the return home of lakhs of
migrant workers from cities, and the grim economic reality that was self-evi-

dent — would be quite simply be forgotten and
washed away, it was thought. This derived
from the faith showed in analysis that assumed
that caste equations were rigid and immutable
in Bihar and would favour the incumbents. An
important readily accepted factor was that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had the capaci-
ty to weave magic at election time, surmount-
ing regional aspects.

It was widely assumed that the people had no
agency and would be putty in the hands of the
incumbents, succumbing with ease to the
grand scheme of the electoral battle laid down
by the ruling alliance. This was the fundamen-
tal consideration that appeared to lead to the
decision that the Assembly election will be held
when it became due. 

The existence of the pandemic and the floods
that hit many parts of Bihar were assigned no weight by decision-makers in
fixing the election calendar, sweeping aside the objections advanced by the
entire opposition. The Opposition camp seemed weak in every way. It
appeared to lack cohesion, leadership and financial resources. This was the
reason, it is widely believed, that pleas to defer the polls by a few months were
dismissed out of hand. 

Many of the assumptions made about the electoral landscape today appear
less well grounded than before. The surging crowds that greet the campaign of
the Mahagathbandhan — the platform of the RJD-Congress-Left parties, the
ruling alliance’s challengers — and in contrast the disarray in the ruling
NDA’s electoral effort is now presenting an altogether new aspect of the line-
up Bihar that few had thought possible. 

The split in the NDA is out in the open. Chirag Paswan’s LJP attacking JD(U)
is widely thought to be a game plan in which BJP’s decision-makers were com-
plicit, loud denials notwithstanding. In the last stage of the campaign, BJP
posters carry only the PM’s image, not the CM’s. 

The message is going out that BJP may aim to have its own CM in Bihar for
the first time, dumping Mr Kumar. Mahagathbandhan CM candidate
Tejashwi Yadav’s focus on the promise of mass employment, and making no
references to identity politics whatsoever, is enjoying a growing reception at
the mass level. 

28 OCTOBER 2020

Bihar polls may have a
wider impact on nation

Mahagathbandhan
CM candidate

Tejashwi Yadav’s
focus on the

promise of mass
employment, and
making no refer-
ences to identity

politics whatsoever,
is enjoying a 

growing reception at
the mass level

W
hen Joe Bi-
den warned
India in
2000 not to
take advan-

tage of the Afghan crisis
because, as he put it, the
whole world, not just the
United States, was look-
ing at the Kashmir prob-
lem, Jaswant Singh, then
India’s external affairs
minister, promptly can-
celled his appointment
with the Democratic sen-
ator. The snub did not
however prevent Prime
Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee and President
George W. Bush signing a
defence cooperation
agreement and one
American visitor follow-
ing another to New Delhi
to flesh out the bones of
the multi-faceted 
cooperation.

The episode is worth
remembering for several
reasons as India — like
the rest of the world —
awaits the outcome of
America’s 2020 presiden-
tial contest. The 2000 elec-
tion was marked by bitter
partisan squabbling fol-
lowed by a flawed victo-
ry. Mr Biden, the
Delaware Democrat and
chairman of the powerful
Senate foreign relations
committee, was an estab-
lished friend of India’s.
Eight months into the
new administration, he
had written to Mr Bush
asking him to remove the
sanctions on India that
President Bill Clinton
had imposed after the
Pokharan-2 nuclear tests,
but adding that there
should be no easing up
for Pakistan.

The feverish excitement
of President Clinton’s
Indian tour in early 2000
had not sparked any reci-
procal goodwill in
America, where right-
eous proliferation funda-
mentalists among the
Democrats did not for-
give India for challenging
what they regarded as
God’s word. Mr Clinton
himself saw Pokharan-2

as a personal betrayal.
India expected a fairer
deal from the
Republicans, and amaz-
ingly, astonishingly, Mr
Bush fulfilled that
promise with the historic
US–India Civil Nuclear
Agreement (known as the
123 Agreement) that he
and India’s last Congress
Prime Minister, the
scholarly Dr Manmohan
Singh, signed in 2006.

This time, too, it might
be a mistake to go too
much by appearances…
or the experiences of
other parties with differ-
ent perspectives.
However egregious
President Donald Trump
might appear in media
projections and however
appealing Mr Biden
might seem by  contrast,
no Indian can afford to
forget Palmerston’s dic-
tum that only a country’s
interests — not its allies
— are eternal and 
perpetual.

Of course, hard pragma-
tism can be carried too
far. New Delhi’s present
relations with Israel
might be cited as a case in
point. Zionist propagan-
dists used to argue that
the then 15 Arab votes at
the United Nations never
supported India on cru-
cial issues like Kashmir
or the Sino-Indian bor-
der. Yet, India remained
aligned with the Arabs
ignoring offers of Israeli
technical and agricultur-
al assistance, security
and intelligence coopera-
tion, sophisticated
weaponry and the power-
ful American Zionist
lobby.

Only one factor modi-
fies this persuasive argu-
ment: the world’s biggest
democracy whose found-
ing fathers — Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru —
were inspired by lofty
beliefs cannot ever ignore
the consequences of its
actions. Whether or not
the Arabs reciprocate, no
self-respecting Indian

government can ignore
the impact of its policy on
Palestine’s future.

Mature handling of for-
eign policy demands a
certain balancing of
objective moral judgment
and national interest.
The absence of this judi-
cious mix prompts sellout
allegations, as in some
South American
republics or Asian client
states of the US like
Syngman Rhee’s South
Korea or the Philippines
under Ferdinand Marcos.
That is not how Indians
see their national future.
Few Indians have any
wish to live up to Sitaram
Yechury’s jibe about
being the new Pakistan.

It’s a different matter
that Indian Americans,
the second-largest immi-
grant group in the United
States, mostly support
Democratic candidates,
although support for Mr
Trump has reportedly
grown in recent years. A
YouGov poll found that 72
per cent of registered
Indian American voters
support Mr Biden. By
comparison, 77 per cent
voted for Hillary Clinton
in 2016 and 84 per cent for
Barack Obama in 2012.
The poll also claims that
the number of Trump-
supporting Indian
Americans has grown to
22 per cent, from 16 per
cent in 2016.

The motivation of these
people is not, however,
the motivation of Indians
in India. The latter are
far less moved, for
instance, by racism in the
US, the damage done to
American democratic
institutions or the conse-
quences of Mr Trump’s
eccentricities on climate
change, Iran or the Covid-
19 pandemic than US citi-
zens, regardless of ethnic
origin. Mr Trump’s
unsubstantiated allega-
tion that as vice-presi-
dent, Mr Biden, his son

and his brothers were
“like a vacuum cleaner”
getting rich, makes little
difference to us. Indian
Indians must look at next
month’s election only in
terms of what matters to
India.

Mr Biden’s win in both
Houses of Congress will
mean “potentially more
favourable US trade poli-
cies” for India, predicts
UBS Global Research,
boosting investors’ senti-
ment and pushing up
markets. A Biden victory
may also replace the
Fed’s current chair
Jerome Powell with
someone more dovish in
2022. If Mr Trump wins,
they assume that an
unorthodox chairman
could be nominated who
might even look at nega-
tive rates, which would
be of tremendous help to
Indian markets, resulting
in the continued inflow of
cheap capital into Indian
stock as well as debt 
markets.

What the financial
analyses overlook is the
Democratic commitment
to human rights, reli-
gious freedom and minor-
ity opportunities which
successive Indian govern-
ments have found irk-
some. While these are not
traditional Republican
concerns, Mr Trump’s
harsh rhetoric on immi-
gration probably
explains his campaign’s
recent “Indian Voices for
Trump”, a coalition of
Indian Americans in gov-
ernment and the private
sector led by Donald
Trump Jr. to “honour the
comprehensive global
strategic partnership
with India” and “build on
our US-India 
partnership”.

The younger Mr Trump
toured India some years
ago on a mission to pro-
mote Trump Towers,
strengthening the belief
that the President puts
his money where his
mouth is. By that token
alone, a Trump victory
cannot be to India’s dis-
advantage. A business-
man like the US
President never ignores
the profit motive.

The writer is a senior
journalist, columnist

and author

POOR CHOICES
If the T-20 side is a
pushover, India’s ODI side
lacks depth in batting.
Shikhar Dhawan is shaky
and gets thick edges to
get out early in the
innings. Skipper Virat
Kohli was scratchy
throughout the New
Zealand tour with the
bat. Rahul, Shreyas,
Pandey and Pandya all
showed promise only to
get out in their 20s and
30s. Gill and Agarwal are
not experienced enough.
Prithivi Shaw, who
showed early promise
was left in the lurch.
Kuldeep Yadav is a pas-
senger in the side as the
selectors are going to
pick only Jadeja. Our
memories are fresh of
how they were mastered
in the World Cup semifi-
nal against New Zealand.

M.R. Jayanthi
Mumbai

Mr Biden’s win in
both Houses of

Congress will
mean ‘potentially
more favourable

US trade policies’
for India, predicts

UBS Global
Research
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Sunanda K. 
Datta-Ray

Biden or Trump: Who’s
win is better for India?

The Trump years have been ugly, so this may not raise eyebrows. But in con-
firming 48-year-old Amy Coney Barrett to the bench, after having previously
declared that Presidents in their last year in office should not be able to nom-

inate a new Justice to the United States Supreme Court, the Republican-controlled
Senate has effectively reversed its own “Mitch McConnell rule” of 2016.

Yet had the “rule” not been in place, it would still have been highly presumptu-
ous on the part of the outgoing President, who is supposed to be functioning large-
ly in a care-taking role, to have actually chosen someone to fill the vacancy in the
Supreme Court bench. In so doing, Donald Trump has, in fact, exposed his own
fears of not making it to office a second time. The purpose of this last-minute nom-
ination is clearly to rig all future decisions of the judiciary in favour of the
Republican Party. It is what is referred to in common parlance as “packing the
court”. It goes against the spirit of democratic values.

Will Ms Barrett undo the feminist legacy of Ruth Bader Ginsburg whose seat she
now occupies? For sure, her demurrals on critical issues during her recently con-
cluded confirmation hearings have triggered misgivings. The long-term academic
and appeals court judge is known to be a great follower of “superprecedents”. Ms
Barrett once clerked for Antonin Scalia and, as far as personal views go, is pro-
nouncedly conservative.

In 2006, Ms Barrett signed a newsletter criticising the 1973 landmark Roe v Wade
judgment (it was no “superprecedent” by her definition). An appeal against stipu-
lations for the purchase of abortion pills enforced during the coronavirus pan-
demic, along with 17 other restrictions, is expected to be among the first hearings
to come up before the court. Ms Barrett also holds a narrow view of the commerce
clause of the US Congress and embraces the non-delegation doctrine. These will
prove to be challenges in the way of working out tough laws with the help of fed-
eral agencies to combat climate change. Democrats also have reason to fear that
Ms Barrett’s presence will impact the future of Obamacare, which the Trump
Administration diluted through neglect and waivers. 

Expanding the Supreme Court bench upwards of its current strength of nine
judges may be a way out of this crisis but is not the ideal solution.

POLITICAL DRAMA
VCK LEADER THOL Thiruma-
valavan has only quoted verbatim
what is stated about women in
Manusmriti and shockingly the BJP
has twisted his statement to make it
appear as if he has denigrated
women. The party is only trying to
get political mileage out of it. When
DMK president Stalin tried to inter-
cede, he, too, was branded anti-
women. It is ironical that actor
Khushbu whose bold stance on pre-
marital sex was once denounced by
the same elements is now on the side
of these hypocrites and tricksters.

Tharcius S. Fernando
Chennai

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins `500. Email: 

asianage.letters@gmail.com. 

The Amy factor in America

DARK HORSE
THE SELECTION COMMITTEE has
done well to reward mystery spinner
Varun Chakravarthy with a place in
the T20 squad for the tour Down
Under. The spin doctor has had a
wonderful IPL season coming good
with the leather and even registering
its first five-wicket haul. Opener K.L.
Rahul who is in the form of his life
has not only earned back his Test
spot but elevated as vice-captain.
Here’s hoping that Kohli and compa-
ny keep India’s flag flying high. 

N.J. Ravi Chander
Bengaluru

A
s India joined the world in cel-
ebrating human dignity on
Global Dignity Day earlier this
month (Oct. 21), regrettably,

over seven decades after Independence,
we face a legitimate interrogation about
our faltering record in the advance-
ment of a defining national aspiration.
India stands at number 94 out of 107
countries evaluated on the Global
Hunger Index, with over 140 million
undernourished children. Unabated
cases of rape, encounter deaths, custo-
dial torture, abuse of elders and chil-
dren, loss of human rights and loss of
dignity of the marginalised multitude,
the suborning of fundamental freedoms
by a muscular State and a fraying
democracy mock the constitutional
promise of fraternity, with individual
dignity as its principal constituent.
Even though the Supreme Court, as our
Constitution’s designated guardian,
has declared that the right to life under
Article 21, without dignity, is like “a
sound that is not heard”, a continuing
loss of dignity is a painful reality.

Recent events of far-reaching impor-
tance involving the executive and judi-
ciary have raised concerns about the
institutional role and failure in advanc-
ing the Constitution’s promise of digni-

ty. An unprecedented letter by the
Andhra Pradesh chief minister to the
Chief Justice of India, in which he com-
plained about interference by a senior
Supreme Court judge in the adminis-
tration of justice by certain Andhra
Pradesh high court judges, has compro-
mised the institutional integrity and
dignity of the higher judiciary. Making
public his letter, on a sensitive subject
under the Chief Justice’s consideration,
the state’s chief executive hasn’t done
justice to his office either. While judges
must defend their dignity and vindicate
their oath of office, the chief minister
also cannot escape the burden of consti-
tutional discipline and the high stan-
dards of rectitude expected of him.

Whether a criminal contempt action
against the CM can alone redeem the
prestige and dignity of the higher judi-
ciary is debatable. Judging from the
public response to the contempt pro-
ceedings in Prashant Bhushan’s case,
only an unanswerable case of criminal
contempt founded on clear mala fide by
the CM would invest the punitive judi-
cial remedy with credibility and a
moral appeal. A credible resolution of a
complex situation will indeed test the
wisdom of the wise and the inter-insti-
tutional capacity to advance constitu-

tional justice. A restrained and sparing
use adds to the legitimacy of the con-
tempt jurisdiction, and till recently this
was the court’s preferred approach.
This is because the authority and digni-
ty of the higher judiciary as custodian
of the constitutional principle rests not
on the “coercive power of the judges but
the deference and respect which is paid
to them and their acts”. Judicial dignity
is clearly anchored in its moral right-
ness rather than a colonial heritage of
enforced dignity in a republic of free
men. The courts’ majesty lies in the
objectivity, consistency and intellectual
integrity of their judgments, which
must remain open to public scrutiny
and fair comment. Judicial dignity, in
the final analysis, is a function of the
community’s responsive chord to its
pronouncements based upon a shared
sense of justice. Judicial excess or abdi-
cation are both fatal to judicial prestige.

Unchecked media trials, especially on
the electronic and social media, that
repeatedly transgress constitutional
boundaries with a devastating infrac-
tion of the right to privacy and reputa-
tion, mocks the promise of fair trials
and judicial due process under Article
21. Despite several binding interdicts by
the highest court against parallel media

trials at various stages, adversely
impacting the course of justice, the
brazen illegality continues unre-
strained under the gaze of the highest
court. The Sushant Singh Rajput and
Kangana Ranaut episodes are jarring
illustrations. Instances of such trials
are still fresh in public memory, like
Aarushi Talwar (2017), Nambi Nayaran
(2018), 2G spectrum (2018) and P.
Chidambaram (2019), as well as the
ongoing Sunanda Pushkar and Tarun
Tejpal cases, to name only a few.
Relentless violation of the constitution-
al guarantee of a fair trial have left
unanswered questions about the abuse
of freedom of expression and the impos-
sibility of a just recompense for loss of
reputation and dignity of the accused.
The profound and poetic pronounce-
ments by the Supreme Court espousing
human dignity as the foremost consti-
tutional principle remains no more
than a pious declaration of constitu-
tional intent.

Questions about the Court’s vacilla-
tion and seeming incapacity to enforce
its judgments, without which the decla-
ration of law is meaningless, have
diminished judicial prestige. A seem-
ingly resigned acceptance by the high-
est court of the routine and audacious

negation of the legal principles of pro-
portionality, neutralisation, necessity
and postponement of publication enun-
ciated by it in relation to media cover-
age of cases under trial is inexplicable.
The highest court needs no reminder of
its own law that “the right to declare
law carries with it the obligation of
enforcing obedience to it”. It is hoped
that in the several petitions pending
before the superior courts on the issue
of media trials, an effective framework
for enforcement of the law declared by
the Court will be established.

Despite a robust dignitarian
Constitution whose custody is entrust-
ed to the joint endeavours of the three
branches of government, the recent
record of our liberal democracy sug-
gests an institutional deficit in the
advancement of constitutional goals.
But we need not give in to despair as we
know our dignity, like destiny, lies
within ourselves. The failure of our rep-
resentatives and democratic institu-
tions to secure it cannot deter us from
pursuing the dignitarian agenda as a
purpose in perpetuity.

The writer is a former Union law
minister. The views expressed 

here are personal.

Ashwani
Kumar

Ensuring dignity
for all, respect

for the law, still
a key challenge

Subhani
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Trust in competition
Case against Google in US flags
important concerns. But any state
intervention should be carefully
thought through.

Last week, the US Department of Justice launched
an anti-trust suit against tech major Google, accusing
the company of abusing its dominant market position
and indulging in anti-competitive behaviour. Eleven
US states have thus far joined the justice department
in its case. The DOJ’s move comes after the US House
of Representatives had, earlier this month, released a
report on big tech companies such as Google,
Facebook, Amazon and Apple, accusing them of abus-
ing their dominant positions, “setting and often dic-
tating prices and rules for commerce, search, adver-
tising, social network and publishing”. Google’s domi-
nance in several digital verticals is not debatable. Apart
from its near ubiquitous search engine, its operating
system, Android, commands a lion’s share of the
smartphone market. Similarly, its Chrome browser is
also widely used. Allegations of the tech giant abus-
ing its dominance to help its other businesses may
well have some merit. And there is, indeed, a strong
case for government intervention aimed at curbing
monopolies, and abuse of market power — in the US,
there appears to be near bipartisan support for this
move. But this case raises several contentious issues.

For one, while the case focuses on Google as it “is
the gateway to the internet and a search advertising
behemoth”, and notes that “it has maintained its mo-
nopoly power through exclusionary practices that
harm competition”, it bears mentioning that these “mo-
nopolies” are not the outcome of government allo-
cated/auctioned licences as may be the case in
telecom, for example. They are driven by network ef-
fects. As more and more people board these platforms,
the more they grow in strength. This typically leads to
market concentration, which has become increasingly
common across verticals in the digital/tech space. So
while barriers to entry in the conventional sense may
not exist, it is rare to find new players enter the mar-
ket and grab a sizeable market share as it is difficult
for multiple networks to coexist. Thus, whether gov-
ernment intervention can achieve hyper-competition
in the traditional sense is debatable.

But there are legitimate concerns as well. How
should policy ensure that a company is not biased in
favour of its own subsidiaries? Will fines act as a de-
terrent? Would charging access pricing, perhaps
adopting the efficient component pricing rule — es-
sentially asking Google to charge its own entities —
work? Would facilitating competition in the search
space imply having to break up the company? What-
ever form the government intervention takes, will it
address these competition concerns without making
consumers worse off? Ultimately, any policy interven-
tion should be driven by the objective of protecting
competition, not competitors.

From
Editor’s
Desk
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French experts warn of 2nd lock
down amid Covid-19 resurgence

An actor must be thick-skinned: Kriti

Barrett being a Catholic.
She had told her during

the hearings for her circuit
court nomination,: “The
dogma lives loudly within
you.”

Barrett’s Catholic reli-
gion is a factor in US politics
because nation-wide right
to abortions is not a settled
issue and abortions are op-
posed by the Catholic
Church, as well as Protestant
Christian fundamentalists.

The court may have to
rule on cases involving cer-
tain aspects of abortions like
some states tightening the
regulations to a degree that
it almost becomes unavail-
able.

The composition of the
US Supreme Court is un-
usual because it has only
one member, Trump nomi-
nee Neil Gorsuch, who is a
Protestant

Christian in a country
where a majority belong to
it, and even he grew up a
Catholic before switching to
the Episcopal sect. Including
Barrett, six judges will be
Catholics and two Jewish.
Barrett conforms to Trump’s
anti-elite populism, as she
will be the only justice on
the Supreme Court without
an Ivy League degree, which
McConnell mentioned be-
fore the vote.

Senate’s approval for Barrett seals Trump’s conservative SC legacy
New York,

 Win or lose next week’s
election, US President
Donald Trump has sealed
his long-term legacy with
the Senate approval of Amy
Coney Barrett as the new
Supreme Court Justice by
getting three conservative
judges on the bench en-
trenching it firmly on the
right for years to come.

After receiving 52 votes
of the Republican Party
senators on Monday, just
eight days before the presi-
dential election, Barrett was
sworn-in at a White House
ceremony, where she de-
clared: “A judge declares in-
dependence, not only from
Congress and the President,
but also from the private
beliefs that might otherwise
move her.”

And Trump said: “Justice
Barrett made clear she will
issue rulings based solely
upon a faithful reading of
the law and the Constitution
as written, not legislate from
the bench.”

Those were attempts to
rebut criticism of Barrett for
her conservative views by
Democrats who opposed
her nomination.

All 47 of them voted
against her nomination and
were joined by one Repub-
lican, Susan Collins, who is

facing re-election from
Maine, a liberal state.

With her addition to the
bench, three of the six con-
servatives will be Trump’s
nominees setting the nine-
member court firmly on that
side of the ideological di-
vide.

A conservative judge,
Clarence Thomas, who is Af-
rican-American, gave Barett
the ceremonial oath of of-
fice less than two hours af-
ter her nomination was ap-
proved by the Senate.

But she will be formally
sworn-in on Tuesday at the
Supreme Court by Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts.

Much to the dismay of
the liberals, Barrett succeeds
former Democratic Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s nominee
Ruth Bader Ginsburg,the re-
sounding voice of liberalism
on the bench who died last
month after a 27-year Su-
preme Court career studded
with liberal opinions.

Barrett was a law profes-
sor before she became a
judge of a federal circuit
court, which functions as an
appeals court with multi-
state jurisdiction just below
the Supreme Court.

Only the fifth woman to
serve on the Supreme Court,
she is only 48 years old with
the possibility of a long stint

in the nation’s highest court.
She has seven children,

two of them of African-de-
scent adopted from Haiti.

Besides her conservative
background, the Democrats
had also opposed the ap-
pointment of Barrett so
close to the election citing
the Republicans scuttling
former President Barack
Obama’s nomination of
Merrick Garland to the Su-
preme Court in an election
year by claiming that it
should be the prerogative of
the new president.

Democratic Vice Presi-
dential nominee Kamala
Harris, a member of the Sen-
ate who voted against
Barrett, tweeted that the
confirmation was “an illegiti-
mate process” which “we will
not forget”.

The Republican Senate
majority leader Mitch
McConnell flipped from his
2016 stand asserting this
time the legal right of the
sitting president to make
nominations and for the
Senate to approve it.

“We don’t have any
doubt, do we, that if the
shoe was on the other foot,
they’d be confirming?”
McConnell said before the
vote.

Should their nominee
Joe Biden win the election,

Democrats have suggested
enlarging the size of the
court and adding more
judges to reverse the con-
servative dominance.

Judges at all levels in the
US tend to decide along
ideological lines in cases
that have policy conse-
quences, although in many
instances they also cross the
divide on principle.

Biden, who has not quite
affirmed his stand either
way, has said that he would
appoint a commission to
look into the issue.

One of the worrisome
factors for the Democrats is
that the court may be called
on to resolve cases involving
the November 3 election as
it had in the close election
in 2000 in which Republican
George W. Bush was de-
clared the winner over
Democrat Al Gore despite
polling fewer popular votes.

The court refused to get
involved in a Florida court
decision that helped Bush
get the electoral college
votes needed to become
president.

The court is likely to rule
on issues important to the
Democrats like continuing
with nation-wide
legalisation of abortion, the
future of the national health
insurance programme intro-

duced by Obama, and vari-
ous immigration issues.

Vice President Mike
Pence, who is the president
of the Senate, stayed away
from the confirmation ses-
sion.

He has been exposed to
Covid-19 by his Chief of Staff
Marc Short who tested posi-
tive for coronavirus along
with at least four other staff-
ers.

Democrats said he
should not come to the
chamber warning that his
“presence alone could be
very dangerous to many
people”.

After publicly denounc-
ing Barrett’s nomination, the
Democrats did not put up
much of a fight in the Sen-
ate.

Senator Diane Feinstein,
the Democratic leader on
the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee which gave the pre-
liminary approval for
Barrett’s nomination, was
criticised by party col-
leagues for not opposing it
more vigorously.

“I’ve had a long and se-
rious talk with Senator
Feinstein,” Chuck Schumer,
the Democratic leader in the
Senate, said afterwards.

Feinstein had earlier
been criticised for making
negative comments about

Paris,
 French health experts

have warned that may be a
requirement of a second
lockdown in the country in
the wake of an ongoing sec-
ond wave of the Covid-19
pandemic, that has led to a
dramatic spike in the num-
ber of new confirmed cases.

The number of new
cases was already signifi-
cantly higher than during
the first wave, which drags
the country into “a difficult,
even critical situation”,
Xinhua news agency
quoted Jean-Francois
Delfraissy, head of the scien-
tific council that advises the
government on the pan-
demic, as saying on Monday.

“We have anticipated a
second wave. However, we
are surprised by the brutal-
ity of what has been hap-
pening over the past 10
days,” he told RTL radio.

“There are probably
more than 50,000 cases per
day, it is estimated by the

New Delhi,
Giving up and sitting

back has never been an op-
tion for actor Kriti
Kharbanda who insists that
as an actor it is important to
be thick-skinned in order to
survive. Adding that for an
actor, there are always
enough people to put him/
her down, but very few who
will motivate, she says, “You
should be your biggest
cheerleader.

The moment you give
up on yourself, the world will
refuse to help. And when
one decides not to, nothing
in the world can break you.
Before my big hit, people
would say, ‘she won’t last’.
However, I re-
fused to pay any
heed to that,
and focussed
on the posi-
tives —
there were
many still
willing to
p u t
money
on me.
Then

came the life changing hit.
But it happened to me only
because I didn’t give up and
kept going.”

Kharbanda who will be
seen in Bejoy Nambiar’s
‘Taish’ along with Pulkit
Samrat, releasing on Octo-
ber 29 on Zee 5,  says that
the director managed to
bring out the best in her and
the role was both challeng-
ing and intense. “It is unlike
anything I have done before.
‘Taish’ has introduced me to
a very different side of my
acting abilities. Working on
this film has taught me sev-
eral things which I would
like to imbibe and utilize
while working on other

projects too.”
Expecting that the film

will precipitate more work,
the actor who made her act-
ing debut in 2009 with the
Telugu film ‘Boni’ and has
worked in Kannada, Hindi
and Telugu language films
does not really see any dras-
tic contrasts between the in-
dustries in different regions.
“It is all about the the people
you work with. I have had
good and bad experiences
everywhere. There is never a
guarantee that if you are
working within a particular
region or with a production
house, everything will be
smooth or bad. For me, it has
only been about personal
growth, no matter which
language I have worked in.

How I used to understand
and respond to a situa-

tion — I wouldn’t react
the way I did five years

ago, considering one
matures with age.”

Excited about
the kind of cin-

ema being
made by a
newer crop of
d i r e c t o r s
working on a
smaller bud-
get and will-
ing to experi-
ment with
n a r r a t i v e s ,
the actor
who starred
in films like
‘Veerey Ki
W e d d i n g ’
a n d
‘Pagalpanti’

says she is always on a look-
out for roles that pose new
challenges. “So many tal-
ented people coming from
across the country are com-
ing forward with novel sto-
ries. I would love to be part
of those tales.”

As one witnesses major
films being released on OTT
platforms, Kharbanda says
that while an actor would
love a theatre release con-
sidering the experience it
offers to audiences, in times
like these, premieres on digi-
tal platforms are under-
standable.

“Well, if theatre releases
are not happening, this can-
not mean that we would
stop working. Also, it makes
all the sense to support the
producer if he decides that
the future of the film is on
an OTT platform.”

 For someone who does
not mind spending time at
home, the lockdown was
not really brutal. “I am glad
that I managed to learn sev-
eral new things during that
time including playing the
piano. The idea is to con-
stantly think ahead. The
lockdown taught me to pri-
oritize my physical and
mental health. We now
know not to take anything
for granted.”

 All set to start shooting
for her next film ’14 Phere’ to
be directed by Devanshu
Singh, Kharbanda adds, “I
have also signed something
else, which should be an-
nounced by the last week of
November.”

scientific council that we are
rather around 100,000 cases
per day,” Delfraissy added.

On Sunday, France has
registered a new record for
the highest number of
single-day Covid-19 cases,
with a total of 52,010 people
testing positive for the virus
in a span of 24 hours.

Sunday’s figure came af-
ter the previous day’s record
of 45,422 cases, according to
the Public Health Agency.

Since the beginning of
the pandemic, France has so
far registered a total of
1,209,651 cases, while the
death toll stood at 35,052.

Seventeen per cent of
the tests were positive on
Monday, up from 16 per cent
on October 24, 15.1 per cent
a day earlier, and just 4.5 per
cent in early September.

Citing the steep increase
in infection rates, Eric
Caumes, head of the Infec-
tious Diseases Department
of Pitie-Salpetriere hospital
in Paris, said: “I think that to-

day we no longer have a
choice, we will have to re-
confine... There will be no
other solution, unfortu-
nately. “We will no longer be
able to properly treat other
patients if the system is
saturated with Covid-19 pa-
tients. The longer we wait to
make the right decisions,
the less effective they will
be.” According to Karine
Lacombe, head of the Infec-
tious Diseases Department
at Saint-Antoine Hospital in
Paris, “the situation is now
out of control. “We will see
how the healthcare system
will resist till the weekend.
But as it stands, a lockdown
will probably be the mea-
sure that will have the big-
gest impact on the satura-
tion of the sanitary system,”
she said.

The government has
pledged to avoid an expen-
sive lockdown, which
curbed the first wave of the
outbreak at the cost of an
unprecedented economic

recession.
Since September, extra

anti-pandemic measures
have been implemented in
regions on maximum alert.
The government has intro-
duced night-time curfews in
54 departments, affecting
more than two-thirds of
France’s 67 million people.

As of 12 midnight from
October 23 until early De-
cember, people must stay at
home between 9 p.m. and 6
a.m. “If we completely re-
confine as we did in March,
it is not a 10 per cent reces-
sion what we risk but a col-
lapse of the economy,”
warned Geoffroy Roux de
Bezieux, president of MEDEF,
France’s main employers’ or-
ganization. “When we were
locked down in March, we
had a growing economy,
companies had healthy fi-
nances. Now, they are weak-
ened and risk to not re-
cover,” he said, noting the
need to “find the right level
of restriction that allows the
economy to continue.”

Delfraissy believes that
the second scenario is “to go
directly towards confine-
ment, less hard than that of
the month of March” and
“for a shorter duration fol-
lowed by very specific
deconfinement conditions”.

“The faster we take mea-
sures, the more (they) will
have a certain form of effec-
tiveness,” he added. —IANS

Thiruvananthapuram,
 With the Kerala High

Court set to pronounce its
final orders on Wednesday
in the anticipatory bail plea
in the gold smuggling case
all eyes are on Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan and his
former secretary M.
Sivasankar. It is Sivasankar
who has filed the plea.
Though Vijayan and the CPI-
M, has washed their hands
off the case that involves the
senior IAS official,
Sivasankar, by stating they
have had no clue of what he
was doing for the nearly
four and a half years, yet the
Chief Minister’s name has
been a part of the case
through out. Whatever was
said about former Congress
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy, each time when al-
legations of corruption sur-
faced ahead of the 2016 as-
sembly polls in the solar
scam case, is reverberating
thick, and has come to
haunt Vijayan in the gold
smuggling case.

What trolls said then for

Gold smuggling case: Clock
ticks for Vijayan & his ex-aide

Chandy is now being re-
peated for Vijayan: “If he has
any scruples and shame, he
should quit”. Each time when
Vijayan’s political adversar-
ies remind him of what he
said about Chandy, when he
and his office was caught in
the solar scam led by Saritha
Nair, Vijayan’s stock state-
ment was, “I do not know
anything.” Then when
Sivasankar’s closeness with
prime accused in the gold
smuggling case- Swapna
Suresh surfaced, Vijayan
said: “We removed him and
then suspended him from
service. Who else, other than
we can take such a decision,”.
The high court last week ex-
tended the status quo —
asking both the Enforce-
ment Directorate and the
Customs not to arrest
Sivasankar till Wednesday,
when the court will give its
orders. With regards to the
Life Mission case, which is
seen as the pet project of
Vijayan, which provides
homes for the homeless and
built using the funds pro-

vided by private
organisations — here too,
Vijayan is caught between
the devil and the deep sea,
as it has now been revealed
Swapna was able to secure
a huge commission alleged
to be as high  as Rs 9 crore
for total project cost of Rs 20
crore that came from a UAE-
based charity — Red Cres-
cent. The CBI has com-
menced a probe as it started
to reach the higher ech-
elons of power. Vijayan and
his party is set to come up
with a law to ban the entry
of CBI into the state, similar
to what states like West Ben-
gal, Maharashtra and a few
others. At present the Life
Mission probe of the CBI has
been partly stayed by the
High court and the premier
agency has approached the
court to get the partial ban
lifted. The next 24 hours are
certainly crucial not just for
Sivasankar but for Vijayan
and his party, as two crucial
polls — local body and as-
sembly elections are just
round the corner.

Do you remember the
times when people used to
go to various music stores to
find Cassettes and CDs of
newly released albums?
While they might not have
necessarily liked every
single song of an album,
they would stay patient and
explore, until the next al-
bum arrived. Whereas in this
era of technology advance-
ment, we have quick access
to watch and listen to any-
thing we want.

Various online platforms
and streaming services have
made the entire process so
easy and user friendly that
we can change the song/
soundtrack with just a single
click on the screen. This
revolutionary era comes up
with a drastic change in hu-

Unexplored music trends Indians must check out
man behaviour i.e. a shorter
attention span. But on the
other side, it brought up
greater opportunities for
emerging talents like never
before. It allows artists to re-
lease albums on their own
without sharing the royalty
to the labels. Thus, we have
thousands of innovative art-
ists and genres to explore,
especially in our country
where 80 percent of enter-
tainment streaming media
is all about Bollywood
songs.

Body Percussion:
Have you ever won-

dered that clicking the fin-
gers, patting the chest, clap-
ping the hands and stamp-
ing the feet can produce
enough variety of sounds
that one can form a band

and create music. This is
called “Body Percussion” and
traced back to the mines of
South Africa, where miners
communicated with each
other using sounds and
rhythms. You can make mu-
sic even without instru-
ments because your body is
an instrument!

Have you ever seen a
group of people working
together to produce the
same rhythm? It’s unifying,
electrifying, fun and yet un-
explored. Perhaps the most
famous body percussion
ensemble is the United
Kingdom percussion group
Stomp. Stomp performs in a
musical genre known as
trash percussion, which in-
volves the use of non-tradi-
tional instruments com-

bined with body percussion.
In Brazil, the most well-
known body percussion
group is Barbatuques.

Biomusic:
Biomusic is a form of ex-

perimental music which
deals with sounds created
or performed by non-hu-
mans. The definition is also
sometimes extended to in-
clude sounds made by hu-
mans in a directly biological
way. For instance, music that
is created by the brain
waves of the composer can
also be called biomusic as
can music created by the
human body without the
use of tools or instruments
that are not part of the body
(singing or vocalizing is usu-
ally excluded from this defi-
nition). This genre of music

is definitely worth exploring
and some of the greatest
composers and bands have
been using Biomusic’s ele-
ments such as Roger Water
(Pink Floyd), Ron Geesin,
David Rosenboom, Julian
Bachlow and many more.

Theremin:
Originally known as

Thereminvox, it is an elec-
tronic musical instrument
controlled without physical
contact by the thereminist
(performer). It is named af-
ter its inventor, Leon
Theremin, who patented
the device in 1928. Just like
it sounds like a science fic-
tion movie, it’s worth explor-
ing though. The sound of
the instruments is often as-
sociated with an eerie situ-
ation.

BJP gives BSP safe
passage in RS polls

Lucknow,
 With the announcement of only eight candidates

for the upcoming biennial elections to the Raya Sabha,
the BJP has left the field open for the unopposed elec-
tion of the Bahujan Samaj Party candidate Ramji
Gautam.

A candidate needs 36 votes to win the election and
the BJP with an effective strength of 305, can safely get
eight members elected. The party will have 17 surplus
votes, apart from nine votes of its ally, Apna Dal.

However, the BJP has not fielded the ninth candi-
date — apparently to allow a smooth passage for the
BSP which has only 15 members in the state assembly
(after two have turned rebels and one is in jail).

BSP’s Ramji Gautam, the party’s national coordina-
tor and in charge of Rajasthan and Bihar, filed his nomi-
nation for Rajya Sabha seat from Uttar Pradesh on Mon-
day. He is confident to win the seat with support from
the Congress which has five members and SP which
has nine surplus votes.

The BSP is also banking on smaller parties like
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP) which has four
members.

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (C) gestures while walking out the Senate Chamber on Capitol Hill
in Washington, D.C., the United States, on Oct. 26, 2020. A divided U.S. Senate voted mostly along party line Monday
to confirm Judge Amy Coney Barrett, President Donald Trump's nominee, to the Supreme Court, succeeding late
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.



The finance minister has indicated that there
could be another stimulus programme in the
offing. This is interesting because there was

one announced sometime ago, just before the start
of  the festival season, which involved both con-
sumption and investment. The indication of  an-
other round is encouraging as it has been felt that
a direct fiscal push would help the cause of  growth
in a more decisive way. The market has been oper-
ating on the premise that we have seen the end of
policy changes aimed at reviving the economy.

The economic packages so far drawn up by the
government have been based on the following un-
derlying principles. First, there is affirmative ac-
tion for the poor and needy. Second, the environ-
ment of  doing business has been revamped, to
make it easy for companies to operate. Third, the
government has, for the first time, provided a
guarantee on loans given by the banking system to
targeted groups. Fourth, a limited push has been
given to capex through the investment announce-
ment made last time for Rs 25,000 crore. Last, the
RBI has played a major part in fulfilling the objec-
tives of  the government through the provision of
liquidity.

So, what can we expect in terms of  a stimulus?
Going by the ideology of  the government based on
revealed preference, the approach so far has been
to be an enabler of  growth, rather than an instru-
ment of  growth. Hence the policy set has measures
which work towards removing obstacles to growth
for any segment or sector but does not directly add
to the spending stream.

This is evident in the series of  measures an-
nounced since March. The attack on the pandem-
ic was in terms of  cash transfers and free food to
the needy, coupled with an enhancement in the
NREGA allocations. The problem with such direct
cash allocations is that a hard call must be taken
on how long to extend this benefit. While the as-
surance was given for the entire festival season, at
some stage, the government must terminate such
programmes if  fiscal pressures are high. As the
consensus is that growth will decline by 8-10 per
cent this year, those in the lower income group
would be affected the most and may require suste-
nance and help from the government for the rest of

the year. Hence, there can be more spending by the
government on these groups.

The five tranches of  policy measures were more
focused on the facilitation of  economic activity
and the most recent measures were quite weak in
terms of  direct spending. Let us look at what the
government announced. First allowing employees
to monetise their LTC allowances was not an infu-

sion but an allowance to make use of  an existing
payout for a targeted purpose i.e. spending on con-
sumer durable goods. The rider that the individual
had to spend three times the amount to claim the
benefit dilutes the measure, as a Rs 50,000 LTC al-
lowance must be topped with Rs one lakh of  one's
own funds to avail this benefit. In the present en-
vironment of  uncertainty, having to comply with
such a clause can make the scheme a non-starter.

Second, the loans to states were probably not
very high to make an impact. However, the fact
that these loans, given for 50 years, could be used
to complete existing projects would indicate that
there could be no fresh spending beyond what was

already there in state budgets and that this meas-
ure  would help them eschew cutting back on their
capex.

Third was the additional spending on projects by
the Centre, which is probably what can be called a
real fiscal stimulus. The question is, whether this
is enough to galvanise a falling economy. Probably
not, as this is just 0.125 per cent of  the GDP. Any-
thing less than one per cent of  the GDP - Rs 2 lakh
crore, would not make a dent in the present cir-
cumstances.

Hence, the FM’s indication will be watched close-
ly for whether there will be any additional alloca-
tions as such to prop up the economy or whether
there will be changes in policy approach.  Practi-
cally speaking, fresh spending can be ruled out.
Therefore, it could be more sectoral policy changes
which could be charted through the credit stream
which involves the RBI. With five months left in
the financial year, it looks unlikely that there will
be any big bang fiscal stimulus. Tax cuts can be
ruled out, given that revenue has slowed down due
to the economic shutdown. Higher expenditure on
NREGA and food would still be lurking in the back
because such schemes may have to be extended,
depending on the evolving conditions. The capex
plans announced must be implemented and the
question is: are there enough projects round the
corner? 

The writer is chief economist,CARE Ratings Ltd.
Views expressed are personal.

Aunique competitive Indian
growth model of  e-commerce is
fast evolving. This will be sup-

ported by e-commerce policy, which is
still in the making. India's e-commerce
market is among the fastest growing
in the world, contributing roughly
about 4 per cent of  the GDP (from 1 per
cent in 2015). It is transforming the
way Indian business is done. E-com-
merce and digital communications -
new-age services - dominate conversa-
tions about the next curve of  growth
these days.

E-commerce was progressing even
before the onset of  Covid-19, thanks to
technology innovation, along with a
digital push. Covid proved the black
swan event that gave it a massive fillip,
with the 'work from home' (WFH) con-
cept gaining prominence. Globalisa-
tion, notwithstanding increasing pro-
tectionism, has given rise to a number
of  collaborative opportunities within
India and abroad. This trend was ac-
celerated, with many foreign busi-
nesses wanting to enter or expand op-
erations in India. In the process,
SMEs, agricultural enterprises, fi-
nance, banking, fashion, beauty, mar-
keting and advertising, FMCGs, gen-
eral merchandise, trade, health and
education, have all started benefitting.
It has created employment opportuni-
ties at various skill levels in all the
above segments. IT companies like
TCS, Infosys and Wipro restarted hir-
ing engineers. Decades' worth of  digi-
tisation trends have manifested in a
short span of  time, thanks to the pan-
demic.

Some prominent collaborative initia-
tives --- the Atal Innovation Mission
(AIM), the NITI Aayog joining CGI In-
dia (a large IT and business consulting
services firm) to further rev up inno-
vation across schools; the Tata Group
in talks with Big Basket for a tie-up
that may involve a 20 per cent stake, de-
picting India’s largest conglomerate’s
e-com ambitions; Flipkart bolstering

partnership with banks, NBFCs ahead
of  festive season and preparing its fin-
tech constructs for consumers to bene-
fit from easy access of  credit and af-
fordability options.

Lessons can also be imbibed from
success stories abroad. Dubai’s
Tradeling.com, the hyper-growing e-
market, signifies the region's first
freight-buying integration, helping
customers compare, book, manage
and track air, ocean or land cargo in
real time. With this, its business-to-
business transactions, driving more
value for MENA businesses benefit-
ting SMEs, now brings another inno-
vative and value-added service
through effective and cost-competitive
freight booking and management. An-
other success story - the Swedish ap-
parel retailer H&M, which currently
has 48 outlets in 24 cities in India, will
continue to expand its physical stores
in India although it is closing down 250
stores globally, betting on the long-
term potential of  the country.

Interestingly, both online and offline
retail businesses have started con-
verging, to enhance earnings from the
festive season. Only, the working of  of-
fline businesses will now become
more cost-effective, time-bound and
disciplined, to move in sync with the
working culture of  online enterprises.

Numerous opportunities are also
emerging -- e-commerce giants have
started eyeing rural India and small
towns for growth; the Indian banking
sector is using emerging technologies
like Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Ma-
chine Learning (ML) for corporate
loans, for productive lending. Lending
to MSMEs remained stagnant for the
last so many years but henceforth,
banks are likely to develop models to
actively support MSMEs, thereby also
improving their own balance-sheets.
Reliance is foraying into smart elec-
tricity meters and exploring offering
services such as meter data collection
via a Narrow Band-Internet of  Things.

Is radical Islam up against western secularism? A
somewhat longish context may be  necessary. It
would seem so from the fast-paced developments

following  the cold-blooded beheading of  a Paris
school teacher on October 16 by a Chechen refugee,
Abdullakh Anzorov. The killer, who within minutes
of  the beheading of  Samuel Paty on a public street
was shot dead by the police, had apparently felt en-
raged at the schoolteacher showing his pupils con-
troversial cartoons of  Prophet Mohammad to ex-
plain the constitutional right to freedom of  speech.
The cartoons, first published by the satirical maga-
zine, Charlie Hebdo, were again in the news at the
start of  the trial of  the accused in the 2015 massacre
of  17 people by Islamist extremists. The jihadis were
upset with the depiction of  Prophet Mohammad in
the cartoons. Five years later, undeterred by the
threat of  the Islamist militants, the magazine re-
published the cartoons on the resumption of  the tri-
al last month. Combing operations launched against
Islamist militants following the Charlie Hebdo mas-
sacre, in turn, had triggered a series of   jihadi at-
tacks which has caused  the death of  over 250 inno-
cent people in the last five years. In short, the French
are beset by the very serious  threat of  Islamist ex-
tremism. Since the beheading of  the schoolteacher,
in a show of solidarity, the French have held large
demonstrations in major cities, reiterating  faith in
secularism. A central tenet of  secularism bars any
curb on the freedom of  expression for the sake of  re-
specting a particular community’s feelings. The
French President Emmanuel Macron himself  has
most  unflinchingly supported the right of  the mag-

azine to publish the cartoons, without in any way
suggesting an approval of  their intent and message.
It was the constitutional right of  every French citi-
zen to  express themselves freely, within the bound-
aries of  the prescribed laws on libel and defamation.
In public remarks, he has said Islam as a religion
was 'in crisis’ and that he was determined to tackle
radical Islam. Arrests of  the alleged accomplices of
the killer of  the Paris teacher have followed while a
mosque in Paris was  shut down for six months for al-
legedly instigating the killer to take revenge against
the 'blasphemous teacher.’  This, then, is the back-
ground which caused the Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan to try and burnish his new-found
image as the foremost defender of  Islam in the Mus-
lim world. He attacked Macron frontally in a tele-
vised speech on Monday, calling upon Muslims to
boycott French products. Pouring scorn on Macron,
he  said  the  French President 'needed a mental
health check’. Fuelling anti-Macron feelings in the
Islamic world, Erdogan claimed that the French had
unleashed 'a lynch campaign similar to that against
Jews in Europe before World War II. ’ Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan jumped in the fray in
support of  Erdogan, accusing Macron of  'attacking
Islam'. Leaders of  other Islamic nations did not pub-
licly join the Turkish leader, but their citizens boy-
cotted French goods. (How brave a defender of  Islam
Erdogan is can be gathered from his radio silence on
the continuing persecution and forcible conversions
of  Uighur Muslims.)    

Significantly, Erdogan  and Macron support rival
parties  in the on-going  conflict between Azerbaijan
and Armenia and among various factions in
Lebanon. But Macron will draw comfort that in his
public commitment to defend secularism against
radical Islam, he not only has the support of  a vast
majority of  the French people but following Erdo-
gan’s crude attack, European leaders in unison have
openly come out in support, calling the remarks un-
acceptable and defamatory. That the Chechen at-
tacker was granted asylum by France is lost on Er-
dogan and his ilk. The western world is supposed to
protect and shelter the refugees from the ongoing
conflicts in the Islamic world. It may be mentioned
here that neither Russia nor China is known to  have
absorbed a single 'refugee’ from these internecine
conflicts between various factions of  Islam, be it in
Syria or Yemen or  other Islamic nations. And the
more important point is that once they get asylum, it
is  the host nation which is  expected  to change its
way of  life and embrace the world view of  the mi-
grants. The wide chasm between French secularism
and  Islamic radicalism may reflect a wider civilisa-
tional conflict. The wheel  of  enlightenment and
progress has been generally slow moving in the Is-
lamic world but in the case of  jihadis, it seems to be
definitely moving in the reverse direction. Macron
could not have spoken more candidly.  

India’s online gaming craze has grown
into a multi-crore business. Indians, ir-
respective of  age, are turning into avid
gamers -- a whopping 365 million play-
ers. With celebrity endorsements, re-
gional language interfaces and spon-
sorship money, the online gaming in-
dustry is flourishing; Google Play
Store, which works as a virtual mall,
has posted $17.3bn revenue in the first
half  of  2020 and is growing at 21 per
cent per annum.

Formidable challenges do prevail,
like the constant fear of  cyberwarfare;
data privacy is another challenge. The
SEBI has constituted a committee for
market data-sharing. Protecting the
data of  Indian citizens requires a mod-
ern data privacy law, which is being fi-
nalised. There are demands for simi-
lar laws in the US and other countries.

Another recent challenge was the
massive power outage in India's finan-
cial capital, impacting businesses
across information technology, bank-
ing and financial services and fin-tech
sectors; then there is the challenge of
meeting divergent views brewing over
a spectrum band between Telcos
(Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea and Re-
liance Jio) and tech companies
(Google, Microsoft, Apple, Facebook);
the Government pulled up Amazon
and Flipkart for not displaying the
country of  origin of  some of  the prod-
ucts sold on their platforms, threaten-
ing action if  they did not explain
themselves within 15 days.

Other challenges include regulatory
hurdles with different digital plat-
forms requiring distinct regulations; a
complex situation relates to -- despite
relaxation in the deadline for the ap-
plicability of  Google’s new Play Store

policy, a group of  Indian startups start-
ed planning to move the Competition
Commission of  India against the com-
pany; yet another challenge concerns
the likelihood of  a global digital tax
war metamorphosing into a trade war
that could potentially slash global GDP
every year. Google, Facebook, Amazon,
LinkedIn and Netflix could face larger
domestic tax liability in the wake of
the OECD postponing a common tax
framework for global economies, a
move that will allow countries like In-
dia to have their own plans to tax the
digital giants. India has started partly
taxing these global giants under the
equalisation levy.

Thus, e-commerce carries the poten-
tial of  making India an attractive In-
vestment and global data hub. India
currently enjoys many advantages
with respect to e-commerce business-
es -- growing demand, attractive op-
portunities, policy support, increasing
investments and the competitive ad-
vantage of  developing special skill
sets for this sector, coupled with vast
software technology manpower to im-
plement the same.

Industry, research bodies and the
Government need to be mindful of  fu-
ture threats and risks. There is a need
for a strong network and sustainable
bandwidth. The success of  e-com-
merce is dependent on many vari-
ables, like adequate customer support,
multi-channel marketing and user-
friendly platforms. Users should have
appropriate devices, uninterrupted
power supply and strong network con-
nectivity.

The writer is an economist and former
director of the Economic Research 

Training Foundation.
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Double trouble
Why should students
reappear for the exam,
when the technical error
was in the college system?
How is it the students' fault
if  their answers
disappeared from the
system? It is unfair that the
college loses the answer
papers and students must
face the consequences.
Mumbai University should
chase after the software
company and get to the
bottom of  the matter. They
should postpone all exams
until the software problem
is resolved.

Manasvi Meghani

Taming the Dragon
Ref.: ‘Building  Great Wall
around China’(October 27),
the 2+2 meeting between
India and the US is sure to
rattle China. Coming as an
immediate follow-up to the
Quad meet in Japan, both
the US and India are
sending sound signals to
China that any
misadventure by it will be
met with force. India has
already agreed to joint
military exercises with
Australia. We are building
overt and covert diplomatic
pressure on China. India is
writing new rules for
defiance, where a cool mind
and hot pursuit go hand in
hand. China’s aggressive
postures and its scant
respect for borders should
be strictly viewed and
countered effectively .
Otherwise the Dragon shall
be spewing fire all around.

Ashok Goswami

Farce of a selection
Playing competitive cricket
in Australia is not an easy
task and a balanced team is
the need of  the hour for a
series Down Under. Instead
of  infusing young blood,
selectors have gone with
tried and tested players.
Their choice is not a
balanced one. The Test team
is not the number one side
of  yore. The top order is
rather shaky, the middle
order weak, and the tail
never wags to give
substantial runs or enough
lead. Ashwin will not be
used much as he is not the
captain's choice. Both
Vihari and Pujari are rusty
without much match
practice. The team is packed
with pace bowlers as a back-
up for the injured Indian
team. All in all, a farce.

C K Subramaniam 
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With five months left in the financial year, it looks unlikely that there will be any big bang incentives

#Go, Corona Go

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: There is frequently more to be learned from
the unexpected questions of a child than the discourses of men. 

— John Locke

Covid proved the
black swan event

that gave it a
massive fillip, with
'work from home'

(WFH) gaining
prominence.

Globalisation,
notwithstanding

increasing
protectionism, has

given rise to a
number of

collaborative
opportunities

within India and
abroad. This trend
was accelerated,

with many foreign
businesses

wanting to enter
or expand

operations in
India. In the

process, SMEs,
agricultural
enterprises,

finance, banking,
fashion, beauty,
marketing and

advertising,
FMCGs, general
merchandise,

trade, health and
education, have all

started
benefitting.  

WEDNESDAY'S SWIPE

French secularism vs
Islamic radicalism

ONE FLEW OVER THE NEST

Union Minister Ramdas Athawale tests positive for COVID-19

Go Corona Go has come back very aggressively to be positive with Ramdas Athwale, Boomerang
Stanley@stanalb

The very negative Ramdas athavale tested positive for corona
aatmanirbhar berozgaar@WalaHumor

Ysday Payal Ghosh was with him for joining his party ..
Dippy@Dippy_Chen

Go corona Go #PayalGhosh ko entry dete hi
Chetan sharma@Chetansharma448

The Man who chanted "Go Corona Go", Corona has gone after him now. On a serious note: Folks, #COVID__19 is all around. Kindly don't let
your guard down & fail others too along with yourselves. Take precautions & Stay safe!

šķw�@4_Simplicity_

E-commerce races ahead despite odds

Spectrum
MADAN SABNAVIS

Practically speaking, fresh spending
can be ruled out. Therefore, it could

be more sectoral policy changes which
could be charted through the credit

stream which involves the RBI.

Since the beheading of the
schoolteacher, in a show of solidarity,

the French have held large
demonstrations in major cities,

reiterating  faith in secularism. A
central tenet of secularism bars any

curb on the freedom of expression for
the sake of respecting a particular

community’s feelings. French President
Emmanuel Macron himself has most
unflinchingly supported the right of

the magazine to publish the cartoons,
without in any way suggesting

approval of their intent and message.

Analysis
KIRAN NANDA

Can we expect fiscal stimulus, Round 2?
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When pride comes, then comes 
disgrace, but with the humble 
is wisdom. —Proverbs 11:2

Spiritual
SPEAK

ater is more 
abundant on 
the Moon than 
we might have 
suspected, ac-

cording to two papers 
published today in Na-
ture Astronomy that 
confirm the presence of  
ice on and near the lunar 
surface.

It’s a boost for the pros-
pect of  extracting water 
from the Moon, which can 
help support humans, or be 
converted to rocket fuel, 
although the situation is 
far from simple.

The first paper, led by 
Casey Honniball of  the 
University of  Hawai’i, 
offers confirmation of  
the suspected discovery 
of  water on the Moon. In 
previous studies, re-
searchers had examined 
frequencies of  absorbed 
radiation and identified 
the presence of  chemi-

cals called hydroxyl ions 
on the Moon.

Hydroxyl ions (OH-) are 
part of  the water molecule 
H2O, meaning water ice 
was a likely, but not defi-
nite, source of  the hydrox-
yls detected. But as hydrox-
yl ions are found in many 
other compounds too, it 
was impossible to be sure.

The new research used 
a new technique and has 
shown that a significant 
proportion of  those hy-
droxyls are indeed found 
within water ice mole-
cules, possibly bound or 
suspended in the Moon’s 
surface rocks. More re-
search is needed to de-
duce the precise details, 
but the presence of  mo-
lecular water is big news.

The second paper, led by 
Paul Hayne of  the Univer-
sity of  Colorado, notes 
there are likely to be more 
“cold traps” containing 

water ice than previously 
estimated.

A “cold trap” is a place 
in permanent shadow, 
where ice can survive be-
cause it never receives 
direct sunlight, and 
where the temperature 
stays sufficiently low. 

Elsewhere, sunlight 
warms the ice, causing it 
to “sublime”: the Moon’s 
low atmospheric pres-
sure means solid ice di-
rectly transforms into 
water vapour, which may 
refreeze somewhere else.

The study showed that at 

high latitudes, there were 
potentially very high num-
bers of  these cold traps 
(possibly billions), some as 
small as 1cm across.

How much water is on 
the Moon? Current esti-
mates, based on the pre-
vious detection of  hy-

droxyls, range from 100 
million tonnes to the 
more recent 2.9 billion 
tonnes. According to the 
new estimate, up to 30% 
of  some areas of  the lu-
nar surface could be ice 
in cold traps.

Even using the conserva-
tive price for water offered 
by launch company ELA of  
$US3,000 per kg for delivery 
to low Earth orbit, the water 
on the Moon could be worth 
billions of  dollars a year, 
because water can be split 
into hydrogen and oxygen 
and used as rocket fuel. 
Some of  our research shows 
how a business case can be 
made at low Earth orbit.

The importance of  the 
new findings is there is 
now far more certainty 
that the water is there, 
and there are more wide-
spread opportunities to 
find it.

SOURCE: THE CONVERSATION

New studies confirm Moon has icy poles
W

Top
TWEET

Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank  
@DrRPNishank
Jan Andolan for COVID-19 
Appropriate Behaviour. Always 
wear a mask when stepping out. 
Reduce your chances of being 
infected or spreading #COVID19. 
Be safe & ensure the safety of 
your loved ones by adopting 
simple #COVID-19 appropriate 
behaviour. #Unite2FightCorona

Mallikarjun Kharge @kharge
While the Govt denies there is a 
migrant crisis, here is an indicator 
for the PM to act upon. It has 
been only 6 months into the 
fiscal & #MGNREGA has already 
surpassed last year’s demand. 
Currently, it has catered to 87 Mn 
workers costing 64,565 Cr. Last 
year Govt spent 66,863 Cr

n just eight months’ time 
(March onwards) the Indian 
business landscape has cata-
pulted itself  with drastic 
changes in the Healthcare 
systems, Medicines, Vac-
cines, Facemasks and Sani-
tizers becoming the market-
dominating services and 
products. The Covid-19 pan-
demic has brought the coun-
try’s usual business world to 
a complete stand-still with a 
new aligned NORMAL mar-
ket trend and pushed the 
economy into one of  the 
worst recessions of  recent 
global times. This changed 
orientation has adversely af-
fected the hitherto fore un-
derstanding of  business 
norms with uncertainty 
about future conditions 
worsening the situation. The 
socio-economic fallouts have 
further triggered the conse-
quences of  poor consumer 
demand, supply fluctuations 
and lockdown restrictions.

Viewing from the eyes of  a 
corporate trainer, I feel the 
market scene has changed for 
all stake holders…Two top 
questions on every profession-
al’s mind is: What are the cut-
ting-edge skills for seeking a 
job and climbing the next rung 
on the career ladder? In my 
opinion, the answer to this lies 
in the skill that has become the 
biggest differentiator in cur-
rent times: ‘Critical Thinking’

So, what is critical think-
ing (CT)? It refers to the abil-
ity to analyze information 
objectively and make a rea-
soned judgment. In other 
words, “Critical thinking is 
the intellectually disciplined 
process of  actively and skill-
fully conceptualizing, apply-
ing, analyzing, synthesizing, 
and/or evaluating informa-
tion gathered from, or gener-
ated by, observation, experi-
ence, reflection, reasoning, 
or communication, as a 
guide to one’s belief  and ac-
tion.” However, a word of  
caution needs to be applied 
here for the common percep-

tion that CT does not imply 
criticizing or interfering 
with the major policy deci-
sions, culture, and ethos of  
the organization one serve.

Learning to master the skill 
of  critical thinking can have a 
profoundly positive impact on 
nearly every aspect of  one’s ca-
reer and business. The question 
arises, why is critical thinking 
so very important in business? 
It is significant because busi-
ness leaders have to take major 
decisions every day, from hiring 
and firing to handling public 
relation crises and to assess 
market forces & the interest of  
all stakeholders. These are the 
precise areas in which CT 
comes into play to make tough, 
timely, and bold decisions.

As part of  business acu-
men, many gurus have often 
categorized CT to be a part of  
one’s desirable corporate be-
havior and an essential soft 
skill which can be learned, 
practiced, and mastered. The 
job market today is increas-
ingly acknowledging the im-
portance of  critical think-
ing. In fact, according to a 
2016 PayScale and Future 
Workplace joint report, 
about 60% of  hiring manag-
ers believe that the recent 
graduates lack problem-solv-
ing capabilities, coupled 
with the skills of  taking im-
mediate and impromptu so-

lution-driven decisions.
The need of  the hour is to 

have empowered leaders and 
decision-makers who can iden-
tify the bottlenecks and strate-
gize ‘Employee Engagement’ to 
train and equip the teams to 
take adaptative actions. The 
senior managers and execu-
tives need to identify the prob-
lem areas of  repeat defaulters 
and explore whether the issue 
is because of  the lackadaisical 
analytical approach or, an in-
herent cognitive disassociation. 
Given that Critical Thinking is 
most important in business to-
day, professionals must make an 
effort to develop this soft skill.

When observed holisti-

cally, the culture at the top 
is a good indicator and re-
flection of  what is the pre-
sent critical thinking level 
in the remaining part of  the 
organization. If  the setup 
has an intelligent leader 
who has great ideas but gen-
erally lacks the procedural 
expertise, then there will be 
no buy-ins from other stake-
holders and team commit-
ment. It is therefore advised 
that competent leadership 
should bank heavily upon 
the art and science of  CT so 
that the pyramidical struc-
ture is efficiently organized 
and is driven by fruitful ac-
complishments.

My interaction with the cor-
porate world in over a decade 
has established that practicing 
CT helps one to arrive not just 
at the best answers, but to a so-
lution that most people will em-
brace! Modeling critical think-
ing at the top is helpful in set-
ting an example and dissemi-
nating the skill to the remain-
ing levels of  the organization, 
no matter the type or size of  the 
company. With a wide range of  
real-world applications, mas-
tering critical thinking makes 
us a quick learner, an excellent 
problem solver, a creative 
thinker, and thus, a successful 
individual in the future! 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  
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CRITICAL THINKING 
A CORPORATE NEED

I

Learning to 
master the skill of 
critical thinking 
can have a 
profoundly 
positive impact on 
nearly every aspect 
of one’s career and 
business. The 
question arises, 
why is critical 
thinking so very 
important in 
business? It is 
significant because 
business leaders 
have to take major 
decisions every 
day, from hiring 
and firing to 
handling public 
relation crises and 
to assess market 
forces & the 
interest of all 
stakeholders

AS PART OF BUSINESS 
ACUMEN, MANY GURUS 

HAVE OFTEN 
CATEGORIZED CT TO BE 

A PART OF ONE’S 
DESIRABLE CORPORATE 

BEHAVIOR AND AN 
ESSENTIAL SOFT SKILL 

WHICH CAN BE 
LEARNED, PRACTICED, 

AND MASTERED

RETD. COL  
ANUPAM JAITLY

Defence expert, Motivational 
speaker & Corporate Trainer

IN-DEPTH

RSS FOR DEBATE ON 
UNIFORM CIVIL LAW

he Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh’s 
joint general-secretary, Dattatreya Hosa-
bale has set the cat among the pigeons by 
suggesting a nation-wide debate on uni-
form civil code (UCC) to make people 

aware of  it’s all about. Hosabale said that in the 
Constitution the UCC is defined under the Direc-
tive Principles of  State Policy in Article 44 but 
without any time frame for its implementation. He 
left it to the government to decide on the time to 
introduce a Bill on UCC, which refers to a single 
law applicable to all citizens like the Portuguese 
Civil Code of  1867 is applicable in the whole of  Goa.

Along with Ram temple in Ayodhya, triple talaq, 
and Article 370, the UCC has been on the agenda 
of  RSS and the BJP, which included it in its 2019 
poll manifesto. With the first three objectives hav-
ing been realised, the UCC is now being pushed by 
the Sangh.

Interestingly, the idea of  UCC was junked by Jus-
tice BS Chauhan, Chairman of  the 21st Law Com-
mission, who said that “UCC is not possible and not 
even an option”. “Personal Laws can never be done 
away with as they have constitutional protection,” 
said Justice Chauhan who recommended religion-
wise amendments in family laws. Contrary to Ho-
sabale’s assertion, the law panel chief  said that UCC 
“could disturb the essence of  the Constitution”.

Muslims are the strongest opponents of  the UCC 
as they perceive it to be an infringement on their 
personal laws as enshrined in the Shariah. Any 
attempt to introduce the UCC is bound to stir the 
hornet’s nest.  

T

FB’S CONTROVERSIAL 
OFFICIAL RESIGNS

nkhi Das, Facebook’s director, public 
policy in India, South and Central Asia, 
who was at the centre of  a controversy 
because of  her pro-Bharatiya Janata 
Party bias in blocking hate content on 

the social media site, has resigned. Facebook’s 
statement that “Ankhi has decided to step down to 
pursue her interest in public service…” is obvi-
ously not the entire truth. To look for the reason 
why one of  FB’s “earliest employees” chose to step 
down one has to refer to the Wall Street Journal’s 
August report on how Ankhi was promoting the 
BJP’s agenda. The WSJ report said that for busi-
ness reasons Ankhi did not apply “hate speech 
rules” on some individuals and groups close to the 
BJP for their anti-Muslim posts. The WSJ also re-
ported that Das told her staff  members at FB that 
“punishing violations” by BJP “would damage the 
company’s business prospects in the country, Face-
book’s biggest global market by number of  users.” 
The FB has over 400 million customers in India.

Because of  Ankhi’s blatant bias for BJP’s hate-
mongers, Facebook’s India head Ajit Mohan had to 
appear before a Parliamentary Standing Committee 
headed by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor.  The Con-
gress had earlier accused the social media giant of  
“an unholy nexus with the ruling party. On the other 
hand, the Union IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
wrote a strongly worded letter to Facebook Mark 
Zuckerberg accusing the site of  censoring the con-
tent of  those supportive of  right-of-centre ideology.

One must remember that FB’s “algorithms ex-
ploit the human brain’s attraction to divisiveness” 
and be forewarned.

A
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By Binay Kumar Singh

"Veni, Vidi, Vici," said Julius Caesar after his swift victory at the battle of Zela in 47
BC, which translates as "I came, I saw, I conquered". This iconic Latin phrase
symbolises a swift, decisive victory in which the targeted nation capitulates

completely. In the 21st century, an exemplar of this emphatic quote is Pakistan's equally
swift ceding of its sovereignty to the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

Blinded by their jealousy of a vibrant, democratic and resurgent India, the Pakistani Deep
State and CCP accelerated their bilateral relationship in the late 1980s. Pakistan's lone
support to the CCP after the Tiananmen Square protests of 1989 endeared it to the CCP
and was a defining point in their relationship. The CCP realised that Pakistan was the perfect
foil for their agenda: a bankrupt nation, with a corrupt polity, irreverent military and a
common enemy, India.

Pakistanis, blinded by Chinese largesse to the Punjabi elites, soon defined the Chin-Pak
relationship as "Higher than the mountains, deeper than the oceans, stronger than steel,
dearer than eyesight, sweeter than honey [sic]". However, this fervent bonhomie reached a
crescendo with announcement of the infamous 'China Pakistan Economic Corridor', or
CPEC, known in Islamabad as CPCC 'China Pakistan Corruption Corridor'.

CCP's motivations for pushing nearly $100 Billion into CPEC are geo-strategic, and not
the puerile, nationalistic arguments offered by corrupt Pakistani Punjabi elites who are
milking CPEC. China has always relished the thought of accessing the Arabian Sea through
a land route, which gave rise to the Gwadar port project. However, a land route was required
to access Gwadar, which gave rise to CPEC's roads and railways, sold to Pakistan as their
gateway to becoming an economic powerhouse. This network of roads traverses through
Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Gilgit-Baltistan, enroute to Kashgar in Xinjiang. With their
connectivity plan in place, the final coup de grace was delivered by the CCP - a stunning
inflation of CPEC bills from $46 Billion to a staggering $87 Billion! Over 350 years after the
infamous British East India Company subjugated their ancestors using the same model:
trade-debt-loss of sovereignty-colonisation, Pakistan finds history repeating itself, albeit with
a new coloniser - the CCP.

Tell-tale signs of this new-age colonisation of Pakistan are found all across the country.
Chinese debt now saps nearly $1 Billion from the Pakistani economy every month, which
has a net foreign exchange reserve of only $13 Billion. Security personnel are provided to
Chinese CPEC workers, whose irreverent and imperialist attitude is apparent in numerous
reports of Pakistanis (including Pakistan military personnel) being thrashed by the Chinese.
Non-performing factories, dams and assets are being created as part of CPEC. Those which
become operational are selling the produce back to Pakistanis at hugely inflated costs.
Chinese loans to Pakistan are also cycled back to China since raw material and labour is
mostly sourced from China, with very limited money flowing into the Pakistani economy.

At the human level, this colonisation has manifested itself in a most depraved manner in
Pakistan. Young girls are being 'married' off to Chinese migratory workers, who are unlikely
to find Chinese wives due to the notorious 'one-child' policy. These girls often find
themselves sold into sex-trade once they cross over into China. Devout Pakistanis
employed by Chinese companies in Pakistan are forbidden from prayers during the day, with
no comeback from the Imran Khan government. Pakistan, which considers itself as the
'Land of the Pure', is also forced to turn away while the CCP forcibly converts Uyghur
Muslims in Xinjiang's concentration camps, just across the border.

It is instructive to note that the CCP's plan for colonisation of Pakistan was divulged on 21
June 2017, when the 231-page LTP (Long-Term Plan) for CPEC 2017-2030 was leaked by
Dawn, a leading Pakistani newspaper. This plan amply demonstrates the core intent of
CPEC - to transform Pakistan into a 'Chinese Colony of Pakistan'.

For instance, the LTP envisages thousands of acres of agricultural land to be leased to
CCP companies, 24x7 monitoring and surveillance systems to be built in cities from
Peshawar to Karachi, nationwide fibre-optic cable to be laid by CCP for dissemination of
'Chinese culture', broad-based penetration of the entire Pakistani economy by Chinese
enterprises, 'enrichment' of Pakistani society by Chinese culture etc.

The scope of this perfidious document has no historical precedent and covers economic
sectors ranging from mining for minerals to textiles and garments. However, the main thrust
of the plan is a sector which employs over 40% of the Pakistani nation - agriculture. The LTP
outlines Chinese engagement from seeds and fertilisers till transportation and distribution of
agricultural produce! Finally, the LTP seeks a visa-free regime for Chinese visiting Pakistan,
with no mention of a reciprocal arrangement for Pakistanis visiting China. This plan contains
many such gems, which could be accessed by interested readers to fully comprehend the
ambit of this tantalising document.

CCP's Plan for Colonisation of Pakistan - made by China Development Bank and National
Development Reform Commission of CCP

The citizens of Pakistan are at a crossroads: they could clean house, internalise their
focus, normalise relations with neighbours and seek a better future; or, continue on the
current path of terror-export, revisionism, religious frenzy and irresponsible budgeting, which
would seal their fate as the 'Chinese Colony of Pakistan'.

(Binay Kumar Singh is a columnist and researcher. He can be contacted
@BinayBharat on Twitter. The views expressed are personal)

CPEC core intent is to transform
Pak into a 'Chinese Colony'

By Prof. Vivek Singh

Many articles are
being written on
the Indian

economy. The Indian
economy is strong. There

has been a slight increase in public debt. This
growth is not alarming at all. This is natural.
Indian economy is progressing towards an
economic superpower.

India had a public debt of #24.62 lakh crore
in the year 1951. #94.62265 lakh crores was
the total liability of the Government of India
in March 2020. There has been a slight
increase. The total liabilities of the central
government increased to #101.35600 lakh
crore by June 2020.India had external debt of
$85 billion in 1991, which increased to $317
billion in 2011. India had a foreign debt of
about $558 billion in March 2020. External
debt on the country declined by $3.9 billion to
$554 billion in June 2020.The good thing for
India is that India relies more on internal debt
and less on external debt. Due to this policy of
India, about 20% of the total debt is external
debt and the remaining 80% is internal debt.
This is the reason why India's financial
position is strong despite the Corona
pandemic.Debt pressure is mounting on all
the states in the country. By March 2020,
there was a total debt of about #40 lakh crore
on all the states of the country. I think that by
March 2021, there could be a debt of up to
#60 lakh crore on all states.Recent care rating
data shows that almost all states of the
country have debt of millions of crores of
rupees. There is total debt of #6.02 lakh crore
on Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra #5.02 lakh
crore, West Bengal #4.37 lakh crore, Tamil
Nadu #4.04 lakh crore, Rajasthan #3.43 lakh
crore, Andhra Pradesh #3.41 lakh crore,
Gujarat #3.26 lakh crore, Karnataka #3.17
lakh crore There is a debt of Rs #2.66 lakh
crore on Kerala, Madhya Pradesh #2.34 lakh
crore, Punjab #2.30 lakh crore, Telangana
#1.68 lakh crore and Orissa #1.33 lakh
crore.In this context, per capita debt varies as
per total debt in states. Per capita debt for the
residents of Punjab is #82771, Haryana
#81287, Kerala #79771, Tamil Nadu #56134,
Gujarat #53931, Karnataka #51981, West
Bengal #47881, Maharashtra #44734,
Madhya Pradesh #32354 and of Uttar
Pradesh is #30136.There has been a slight
increase in debt on the country and all the

states. It was necessary to take loans. This
will not have any adverse impact on the
economy but will increase productivity. The
country will develop. The people of the
country will get relief. In view of the Corona
pandemic, the central and state governments
had to incur additional debt. This decision
was taken keeping in mind the public interest,
which is absolutely appropriate. It should be
praised.India has always been more
dependent on internal debt. India's
dependence on external debt has been low.
The concern is only when the public debt of
any country exceeds 77% of GDP. At present,
the situation in India is much better because
the total public debt of India is equal to about
71% of the GDP. That too when there is a
terrible pandemic like COVID19 in the
country.I would like to remind that in the year
2003, the public debt in the country was equal
to 84.2% of GDP. Despite the Covid19
pandemic, the country's public debt today is
only 71% of GDP. We are in a better
position.If we look at other countries of the
world, we will find that Japan's public debt is
equal to 240% of GDP. America's public debt
is equal to 107% of its GDP. India today is
also in a very good position in terms of
external debt. External debt on India is equal
to 21% of GDP. France's external debt is
277% of its GDP, Germany's 153% and
Japan's external debt  is equal to 94% of
GDP.There is no need to worry about the
financial situation and debt. The country's
economic situation is constantly improving.
The economic recovery is clearly visible in
the figures. I have written about it in some of
my previous articles. After having COVID19
vaccine in the coming few months, the
country's economic condition will continue to
improve further. India is on the verge of
becoming an economic superpower.

(The author is columnist, professor of
Commerce, Political and Economic

Analyst. He can be reached at
viveksinghmumbai@gmail.com)

Impact of rising debt on the economy

By SK Nag

Scientists across the globe
wrote to 'WHO' suspecting
airborne infection through

aerosolized contamination resulting
from coughing and sneezing. 'WHO'

did not rule out this possibility. Virus remains airborne
for a longer duration piggybacking on dust particles
and by sticking to the smallest moisture bubbles
(known as aerosol) lingering the transmission longer
than anticipated initially in a closed indoor
environment. Air conditioner experts across the globe
are finding it difficult to eliminate this risk in an indoor
environment in a typical office where extensive
dependence on Air-conditioner is present. Occupants
will be at a risk if these infected aerosols are inhaled by
healthy occupants. Therefore, scientists concluded that
respiratory infectious pathogens are prone to be
spreading faster through air conditioning infrastructure
multiplying the number of infections in every
recirculation of air through such mechanised systems
where air is re-used multiple times. Chances of
respiratory infection through inhaling respiratory
droplets (> 5 micron)  which infects upper respiratory
parts of the human breathing system (nose and throat
area)  whereas droplets and aerosol (< 5micron) if
inhaled can transmit much lower part of the human
breathing system. The difference of droplets and
aerosol are classified based on their diameter. Droplets
have the floating range of maximum 2m but aerosol
can remain airborne for longer time and potentially
transmits the virus across the indoor environment. In
this situation recirculation of return air will increase the
chances of further spreading of the disease with the
virus in aerosol. Although virulence of the active virus
in the air is not estimated, nevertheless the existence is
not ruled out.Air condition experts following operation
theatre specification recommend maintaining
temperature above 28 Deg Celsius and relative
humidity 40 ~ 70 %. But with these two parameters
will it be able to deactivate the virus, is a big question
now. COVID virus is assumed to be inactive under
these two control set points, and will be unscientific to
comprehend at this stage, when the virus behaviour is
widely unknown. 

So, what do we do?
The requirement of Air conditioner is unavoidable

and being prevalent in commercial set up globally. It is
high time when the responsible engineers and
scientists whether related or unrelated must come
together to find a commercially viable solution to
eliminate the risk of air borne (aerosolised)
transmission through office air-conditioners.

The office indoor ambience will be claustrophobic if
there is no Ventilation or Air conditioning facility.
Opening windows to replace conventional air
conditioning though tried but tropical locations do not
seem to have merit in such alternatives.  The office
space needs a comfort cooling facility as a prerequisite,
whereas public facilities like parking etc. may have
only Mechanical Ventilation. Mechanical ventilation
maintains a comfortable Oxygen level for
conventional breathing avoiding suffocating the indoor
ambience, whereas Air-conditioning maintains all
primary parameters for human comfort.  Temperature,
Relative Humidity and Oxygen content in the air are
the primary designing imperatives. These parameters
decide the comfort conditions. Precise design is
required to make the system efficient and agile. If the
system is loosely designed, it might not deliver
required comfort conditions at a reasonable cost.
Therefore, in order to make the system more energy
efficient, design considers using recirculation of air
(known as Return-Air). Return-Air after use in the
space cooled loses its Oxygen content and gains its

CO2 concentration substantially. Enriching with
Oxygen becomes necessary to make it healthy in its
subsequent use, otherwise the users inside the office
will experience breathing discomfort. Prolonged
utilisation of CO2 rich air may, in the long run give rise
to human respiratory ailments sometimes. So in every
circulation as per air change norm set by ASHRAE
(American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-
Conditioning Engineers) per hour basis a minimum
quantity of Fresh Air is added (5 to 10%) to the space
to enhance its oxygen quality by enriching its content
to satisfy the need without making them feel any
discomfort. Though ASHRAE has specified various
design norms which are to be complied with by
designer, still those recommendations are diluted by
major developers, barring a few to save capital cost of
installation. Besides design, in operation too,
ASHRAE has mentioned operating and maintenance
guidelines in their SOP (Standard Operating
Procedure). Lack of right skill to operate and maintain
these systems is sometimes a big challenge for the
system owner. Tier-II & III cities do not have HVAC
(Heat Ventilation & Air Condition) operators in
sufficient numbers. Technically, the air condition
system takes care of temperature, humidity, dust
particles, Oxygen (O2) and Carbon dioxide (CO2)
content in a closed indoor environment for human
comfort and finally containing airborne infection to
eliminate cross-infection possibility. (We are limiting
our discussion on comfort AC, keeping aside Precision
AC & Sub-Zero AC).Temperature is a parameter
which our body can sense very easily. Though
temperature control alone cannot achieve a human
comfort situation still the intensity of comfort is
palpably recognised and rated by temperature only. In
reality comfort conditions achieved through
complemented participation of relative humidity and
oxygen saturation level. Therefore, conclusively
indoor conditions for users' comfort are controlled by
all these. Although various room air conditioners (eg:
window AC, split AC) are not equipped with so many
control set points to maintain the air quality precisely,
they are still widely used due to ease of operation and
are commercially easy to acquire and install. Central
Air- Conditioning plants in comparison are CapEx,
OpEx & Energy intensive technology.  The Central Air
Conditioning plant has wide families and generations
of technology. There are VRV, VAV, Central Chiller
based technology available in the market. Air
Condition systems are designed to adjust temperature
and RH either automatically or by manual control.
When oxygen level goes down, the ambience
suffocates occupants. A sudden discomfort or
uneasiness might result from feeling hot due to lack of
oxygen in the air. This is actually controlled by an
inline CO2 monitor and operating fresh air fan into the
Air handling unit taking the air to the cooling coil.
Besides Temperature and Oxygen there is another
important element known as Humidity which has an
important role to play. Humidity is moisture content in
the air present. Too dry a place resulting from low
humidity might result in skin irritations and breathing
problems like we face in extreme cold weather where

humidity is too low.  High humidity conversely, will
lead to fungal growth in places leading to unhealthy
bacterial infections. So right monitoring of all these
parameters has an important role to play. The right
performance of air conditioning systems in office
infrastructure maintaining a healthy atmosphere is an
imperative which COVID taught us currently. That is
why more than designing a system, maintaining the
system is a more important engineering skill.

All these discussed above have proven science to
corroborate the stipulations.

Another important issue which chokes the system is
suspended dust particles. These particles are removed
from the circulation through multiple layers of filters
used in different stages of the complete circulation
path. 'In-line' filters of varying size and nature are used
at multiple locations. It starts with fresh air intake,
followed by at AHU level and again at return air level.
All these filters remove suspended dust particles from
circulating air used to cool the place. By removing
dust, it also eliminates the associated bacterial
infection which may piggyback on dust particles.

Filters available in the market are classified broadly
in three categories. Common filters, HEPA filters and
ULPA filters. Each having their own capacity of
arresting particles size upto certain microns. ULPA
filters can eliminate upto 0.12 micron being superior in
the family, whereas HEPA can eliminate upto 0.30
micron and common filters have a much wider range
of capacity depending on area of use and cost. It can
eliminate maximum upto 0.5 micron.

Passive control, in addition to the active control of
parameters which stated above are the solution which
can reduce the possibility.
� Respiratory pathogens piggyback on dust

particle droplets & aerosol to linger in the air for long.
Therefore, Heat and Ventilation experts should address
to eliminate these carriers being conducive to the
spread. Active and passive control systems need to be
understood by all of us to insulate ourselves from the
risk. In an active system, improvement should ensure
frequent cleaning of the system. Using a higher-grade
filter by modifying system design capacity to exert
more pressure as higher filter quality will develop
tremendous head loss in the system. Flushing the
system by keeping the ventilation system operational
at its economic mode before and after actual use 24X7
including holidays. By reducing dust, the chances of
the virus being airborne will reduce.
� Velocity of air within the system to be converted

to laminar flow instead of turbulent flow. Laminar flow
ensures that no one comes in the line of flow. It is a
controlled flow of air.
� The use of UVGI will reduce the chances of

contamination through air disinfection (claimed by
some of the UVGI manufacturers, but effectiveness
not proved yet). But that's not all.
� There has to be passive control in the Air

conditioner system, which is behavioural changes in
users. A paradigm shift needs to be achieved by
adhering to improved and changed social etiquette.
Using masks all throughout will reduce the formation
of aerosol while speaking (screaming & singing create
more aerosol). While sneezing and coughing, a lot of
aerosols are generated and get spread very rapidly.
Despite having masks, users must cover their mouths
by not letting any aerosol go in the air. All aerosol and
droplets should be arrested within the user's
handkerchief. So, we must learn to accept the new
responsibility in an airconditioned indoor environment
to control the infection possibility through passive
behaviour change.

(SK Nag is Chartered Engineer, Energy Expert
and industry mentor. The views expressed are

personal opinion of the author. He can be reached
at saibal.iim@gmail.com)

'Unlock Final': Make your Office AC contamination proof

By Lalit Garg

Vijayadashami is a special celebration moment
for Indian nation as well as for the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh. This festival is

celebrating every year in which power is worshiped and
attention is drawn to issues of national importance. It
gives new inspiration, new freshness, new power and
new directions. Sangh coordinator Shri Mohan
Bhagwat is holding the charge of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh. On every Vijayadashami, i.e., on
the day of Dussehra, Sanghpramukh has a special
lecture in Nagpur, this year also took place. Because the
birth anniversary of the Sangh is celebrated on this day,
this speech is therefore most important. His address of
this year is special, because his positive revolutionary
views not only sent a strong message to the negative
and national forces operating in the nation, but also
defied and cautioned the misdeeds of neighbouring
countries like Pakistan and China.

Bhagwat also expressed his views on the policy of
neighbouring countries on the Corona epidemic,
farmer's policy, education policy and economic policy
etc. Speaking on education policy, he also focused on
strengthening the national language Hindi. Standing at
the sixty-four-year long distance, looking at the past of
the nation, it seems that the rejuvenation of the nation is
now taking place. The new consciousness that has
come into the country with the strengthening of
fundamental beliefs and nationality is a living proof of
a powerful leadership. The efforts being made in the
search for renewable sources of energy of nationalism,
self-identity, indigenous feeling, Hindu culture, is
unprecedented. The era in which the nation is being
presented in accordance with the people's aspirations is
extraordinary. Despite all these changes and additions;
empowering the nation, the beauty of the simplicity of
the union is unique. Mohan Bhagwat's Vijay-address of
Vijayadashami is an inspiring speech on questions
related to India's cultural, national unity, border-security
and principality.Mohan Bhagwat has drawn attention to
the issues of national importance which have been in
the discussion of the common people and which have
also been subjected to fierce political controversy. Be it
a case of Chinese encroachment or a corona epidemic.
In these contexts, Bhagwat's assertion that China dared
to create a war-like atmosphere on the borders during
the Corona period showed its expansionist tendency.
Union chiefs seem satisfied with the response of the
Indian government to China and believe that it was
necessary to respond in a similar way to the Chinese
encroachment. China has been battered by this. In fact,
India worked on many fronts to loosen the arrogance of
China, in which military and economic forums can be
called chiefs. Along with this, he also suggested that

India would have to become more powerful to counter
China. Mohan Bhagwat also took to the occasion the
political moves of continuously weakening Hindu
culture over the last eight decades. Actually, it is not
Hindu religion; it is thought and a culture that
represents India. Being a Hindu nation does not refer to
religion but to the omnipresent sense of Hindu culture.
Hindu culture is the underlying connotation of
generosity because it is the only culture in the world
that incorporates polytheism i.e. all religions, ideas and
cultures.A materialist thinker like Charvak was also
given the title of Rishi by this country who said that is
what it is today, who has seen it tomorrow, so today you
should live it to the fullest and even if it takes debt If
you have to do it, you should do it. Along with this, our
sages also preached to us that 'Satyam buryat na buryat
satyam apriya' means speak the truth but do not speak
bitter truth. This has been the greatness and
characteristic of Hindu culture that the beloved
advocates the truth but also asks to prohibit it being
bitter.This Hindu culture is a culture of non-violence,
but it also talks about raising protection and self-
defense when needed. The word 'Hindu' itself implies
the realization of Swarashtra, which is the submission
to the larger nature of Hindu culture.

A person who dreams of becoming a sun by seeing a
ray of sun is great, he is even greater, and who dreams
of becoming a sun becomes a perfect sun. There is a
person who by his light evokes an entire tradition,
nationality. Mohan Bhagwat is such a Sangh-
sarsanchalak, a great nationalist personality. They have
two standards of scarcity or importance - nationalist
thinking and public welfare tendencies. On the basis of
those two steps, the aura of greatness is mounted on the
highest peak. Mohan Bhagwat is a great revolutionary
man. Generally, the word revolution signifies blood-
revolution or violent-revolution, but the revolution of
the Union is contrary to it. Those who do the politics of
the so-called ruling politics have refuted the term. But
its meaning is not so limited. The Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh has continued its success, the use
of the words thought-revolution, agricultural-
revolution, internal-revolution, individual-revolution,
etc. is indicative of this fact. The result of revolution is
any major change on a large scale. When a person lives
in a society, he experiences suffocation in the systems,

policies and traditions that he follows a new path.
Today, efforts are being made by the present
government to get out of such suffocation from political
anomalies after independence. One such specific
undertaking is the Citizenship Amendment Act i.e.
CAA. It is also misguided; efforts are being made to
disintegrate the unity of the nation. In his address,
Bhagwat expressed its truth. He said that there was a
conspiracy to mislead Muslim society about the
Citizenship Amendment Act i.e. CAA, that is a truth
which should not be ignored. So no more because some
people are still trying to declare CAA as anti-Muslim.

There can be no more irony than this that people
were taken out on the streets in different parts of the
country with the law which has nothing to do with any
Indian citizen. This work was possible because people
were misled under a well-planned conspiracy. Whoever
hatched this conspiracy, many opposition parties did the
work to incite people and especially the Muslim
society. Among them, there were also parties like
Congress, who were demanding to amend this law in
the same way as it was done. Political parties as well as
so-called secular elements and leftist intellectuals also
spread the illusion that the CAA can act to take away
citizenship of some people, even though this law is
meant to grant citizenship.

Mohan Bhagwat also mentioned the removal of
Article 370 from Jammu and Kashmir in his address.
The Union's opinion on this issue is clear. It has been a
strong supporter of a nation, a constitution which has
been the sentiment of the majority of Indians. This
feeling is relative to the love of the nation because the
common Indian sees this subject within the ambit of
national unity. This unity is associated with the desire
for equality, whose constitution is our greatest asset.
Article 370 was attached to this constitution as a
temporary provision. Therefore, the origin of the head
of the Sangh is similar to the idea of an ordinary Indian.

The construction of Ram temple has also been
included in the major events that have taken place in the
last one year and expressed happiness on it. This work
was done following the order of the Supreme Court and
in an atmosphere of social harmony. It will be said to
reflect the immense heart and tolerance of the people of
India. Every word of the victory-speech of Mohan
Bhagwat this year is priceless, every stage is a
destination and every action is a message. Therefore, it
can be learned from them moment by moment. His life
and philosophy, thoughts and thinking is such an
inspiration to the inner soul that shakes the sleeping
people in the awakened state.

(Lalit Garg is a Journalist, columnist, writer and
member of Rajbhasha samiti, Ministry of Home

Affairs. He can be reached at
lalitgarg11@gmail.com)

Bhagwat's enthusiastic speech about Nationalism 
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A
2019 report by New Jersey-based
Climate Central predicted that two
major Indian coastal cities – Mum-

bai and Kolkata – will drown by 2050, as a
result of climate change-linked sea level
rise. Green spaces and the natural beauty
woven into the city’s magic is under threat.
In case you have any doubts, here's a fact:
we're among the last generations that can
save the city from preventable, climate-in-
duced damnation.

With the city's narrow geography and
growing population, space has become a
commodity 'more valuable than gold'.
Mumbai’s often-ignored floodplains – its
wetlands, mangroves and salt pans – are a
critical role in the city’s defence and re-
silience to flooding. Studies have shown
that half the city could experience regular
flooding by 2050, and green cover in and
around the city is important to mitigate
these impacts.

Steady upticks in vehicular and industrial
activity over recent decades have also cul-
minated in an air pollution problem that
won't go away. Simultaneously, the twin
troubles of limited land and rapid expan-
sion has put the biodiversity of Mumbai at
serious risk. As per a recently published
study in peer-reviewed journal Nature,
Mumbai has lost around 42.5 percent of its
green cover in the last three decades alone.
Despite local communities and the scien-
tific community emphasizing the impor-
tance of building climate resilience in a
timely manner, the local biodiversity has
been left out of the priority list of the local
government.

Unsustainable development in the city
has shrunk and divvied up natural green
spaces and destroyed habitats for impor-
tant species in the region. This, without
making these regions inviting for the local
biodiversity. The mangroves that drape the
massive coastline function both as buffers
against flooding and as carbon sinks (an im-
portant component in the natural carbon
cycling). Mangroves are four times as effec-
tive as forests in trapping atmospheric car-
bon, making them more important than
ever before in Mumbai's resilience to cli-
mate change. And yes, instead of cultivating
mangroves, they are being destroyed rap-
idly to make more way for more reclaimed
land, construction, and waste disposal fa-
cilities.

Although the government claims refor-
estation and protected zones are being cre-
ated in the region’s Master Plan, it is im-
portant to remember that many of these
ecosystems are not replaceable. Even the
Bombay High Court ruled that the destruc-

tion of mangroves "offends the fundamen-
tal rights of citizens."

2019 saw an overwhelming response –
both from citizens and the government –
to thousands of trees in the Aarey Forest
being cut down to make way for a car shed
and depot. It demonstrated a widening gap
between the interests of citizens and the
local government in environment and cli-
mate policy. It also presented an opportu-
nity to create a larger climate movement in
Mumbai.

There is a large population of young
Mumbaikars who either grew up in, or
moved to, the city. They have participated
in visible socially-conscious conversation.
They aren't afraid to speak their minds, or
mobilize for causes they identify with. Now,
with Mumbai's biodiversity under threat,
and the city at a critical juncture, will its
youth mobilize for a sustainable, climate-
resilient future? Mumbai, too, could be-
come an example to the world in champi-

oning sustainable urban planning. The
Ministry of Mumbai’s Magic (MMM) was
born as a catalyst to help the city's people
see that vision as possible.

It is a collective of youth focused on dig-
ital and local solutions, using the creative
and social might to protect what makes
Mumbai magical. The citizens leading this
movement believe that the collective power
of this generation can cause unprecedented
change for good, beyond what any govern-
ment can do alone. The youth are taking
back ownership, and taking on the respon-
sibility of being the change that Mumbai
needs. They are looking to make it the city
they believe they deserve to live in.

The MMM collective aims to create a cli-
mate movement of young Mumbaikars,
who are interested in an inclusive and active
climate debate – to safeguard Mumbai's fu-
ture, but also their own. The aim is 
to develop a strong voice that influences
sustainable policymaking and environ-

ment-conscious leaders in India.
Biodiversity by the Bay is MMM's pilot

campaign, to build a new movement of
young Mumbaikars to champion the pro-
tection of the city’s biodiversity and its in-
habitants. Through this campaign, the
youth and subject matter experts have
come together to invoke government action
towards preserving the city’s vibrant bio-
diversity. The campaign will culminate by
sharing the recommendations of Mum-
baikars with Aaditya Thackeray, the State
Minister for Environment and Tourism,
who has shown an interest in engaging in
conversations about building climate re-
silience and preserving the ecosystem.

The appeal includes a five-point action
plan including the protection of Lesser
Flamingos and their habitats, given their
significance to Mumbai; increasing the pro-
tection for Mumbai’s green cover; propos-
ing a supportive policy for the Koli com-
munity’s livelihoods, in consultation with
the community; and protecting and grow-
ing Mumbai’s parks.

For a generation that’s grown up in the
age of innovation, the thought behind this
platform is to present a space to spark new
ideas and share innovative solutions led by
Mumbai’s youth. It is aspirational and nos-
talgic. Collectively, we aim to push the
boundaries and fight for climate action in
Mumbai. The name and identity is a result
of what we thought would resonate with
the people of Mumbai.

(This article was first published at
http://www.firstpost.com. Reprinted

with their permission)

As the country was gearing up to celebrate Dasara,
the festival that marks the victory of good over evil,

the central government made an announcement on
the festival eve, which came as music to the ears of loan
borrowers. Acting on the directions issued by the
Supreme Court of India, the Modi government came
out with a scheme aimed at waiving interest on interest
on various loans for the six-month moratorium period
which was announced to support borrowers during the
Covid-19 crisis. 

The loan moratorium, which came into effect on
March 23 and continued till August 31, provided a tem-
porary relief to borrowers from the payment of
monthly installments. However, banks and financial
institutions charge interest on loan amounts on a
monthly basis and collect it as a part of equitable
monthly installments (EMIs) that borrowers pay. With
the loan moratorium in place, interest charges on loans
got accumulated every month. In regular practice, in-
terest is levied on that accumulated interest in the fol-

lowing month and the process goes on. That means
borrowers pay compounded interest on the loan
amount if an installment is not cleared.

Under the interest waiver scheme, the Centre will
make an ex-gratia payment of an amount equal to the
difference between compound and simple interests for
the moratorium period. It's a small amount, but a wel-
come relief for the borrowers.As per rough estimates,
the ex-gratia scheme, which is applicable to loans up
to Rs 2 crore as on February 29 this year, will cost the
Centre around Rs 6,500 crore. The back-of-the-enve-
lope calculations reveal that a borrower with a Rs 50
lakh loan will get an ex-gratia amount of around Rs
3,000. 

Good thing, however, is that even those borrowers
who paid their EMIs without availing the moratorium,
will also be given the ex-gratia. That's a nice way to re-
ward those who took pains to repay loans during the
pandemic even though the moratorium relief was on
offer. But the Centre should have offered a little extra

amount to these regular payers.
The Modi government directed banks and all finan-

cial institutions to implement the scheme, credit the
ex-gratia amount to all eligible borrowers by November
5 and avail refund from the central government.The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also issued instructions
in this regard on Tuesday. 

Nevertheless, the central government needs to ini-
tiate more proactive steps and stimulus measures to
revive the ailing economy at a faster pace. That’s es-
sential to generate jobs. India’s economy contracted
by 23.9 per cent in the first quarter. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) recently projected that the
country’s economy would contract by 10.3 per cent dur-
ing the current financial year. That would be a huge
blow to the economy. A deeper economic contraction
will lead to large-scale job losses. 

Therefore, faster recovery of the economy will lessen
the adverse impact of the pandemic. Otherwise, banks
and financial institutions will stare at more defaults
and non-performing assets (NPAs) will skyrocket.
Hope the Centre comes out with more economic stim-
ulus measures. For the time being, the interest waiver
move is timely.   

BINAYKUMAR SINGH

“Veni, Vidi, Vici,” said Julius Caesar after his swift victory at
the battle of Zela in 47 BC, which translates as "I came, I saw,

I conquered". This iconic Latin phrase symbolises a swift, decisive
victory in which the targeted nation capitulates completely. In the
21st century, an exemplar of this emphatic quote is Pakistan's equally
swift ceding of its sovereignty to the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP).

Blinded by their jealousy of a vibrant, democratic and resurgent
India, the Pakistani Deep State and CCP accelerated their bilateral
relationship in the late 1980s. Pakistan's lone support to the CCP
after the Tiananmen
Square protests of 1989 en-
deared it to the CCP and
was a defining point in
their relationship. The
CCP realised that Pakistan
was the perfect foil for
their agenda: a bankrupt
nation, with a corrupt
polity, irreverent military
and a common enemy, In-
dia.

Pakistanis, blinded by
Chinese largesse to the
Punjabi elites, soon de-
fined the China-Pak rela-
tionship as "Higher than
the mountains, deeper
than the oceans, stronger
than steel, dearer than
eyesight, sweeter than
honey [sic]". However, this
fervent bonhomie reached
a crescendo with an-
nouncement of the infa-
mous 'China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor', or CPEC, known in Islamabad as CPCC 'China
Pakistan Corruption Corridor'.

CCP's motivations for pushing nearly $100 billion into CPEC are
geo-strategic, and not the puerile, nationalistic arguments offered
by corrupt Pakistani Punjabi elites who are milking CPEC. China
has always relished the thought of accessing the Arabian Sea through
a land route, which gave rise to the Gwadar port project.

However, a land route was required to access Gwadar, which gave
rise to CPEC's roads and railways, sold to Pakistan as their gateway
to becoming an economic powerhouse. This network of roads trav-
erses through Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied Gilgit-Baltistan, en-
route to Kashgar in Xinjiang. With their connectivity plan in place,
the final coup de grace was delivered by the CCP - a stunning inflation
of CPEC bills from $46 Billion to a staggering $87 Billion! Over 350
years after the infamous British East India Company subjugated
their ancestors using the same model: trade-debt-loss of sovereignty-
colonisation, Pakistan finds history repeating itself, albeit with a
new coloniser - the CCP.

Tell-tale signs of this new-age colonisation of Pakistan are found
all across the country. Chinese debt now saps nearly $1 billion from
the Pakistani economy every month, which has a net foreign ex-
change reserve of only $13 billion. Security personnel are provided
to Chinese CPEC workers, whose irreverent and imperialist attitude
is apparent in numerous reports of Pakistanis (including Pakistan
military personnel) being thrashed by the Chinese. Non-performing
factories, dams and assets are being created as part of CPEC. Those
which become operational are selling the produce back to Pakistanis
at hugely inflated costs. Chinese loans to Pakistan are also cycled
back to China since raw material and labour is mostly sourced from
China, with very limited money flowing into the Pakistani economy.

At the human level, this colonisation has manifested itself in a
most depraved manner in Pakistan. Young girls are being 'married'
off to Chinese migratory workers, who are unlikely to find Chinese
wives due to the notorious 'one-child' policy. These girls often find
themselves sold into sex-trade once they cross over into China. De-
vout Pakistanis employed by Chinese companies in Pakistan are for-
bidden from prayers during the day, with no comeback from the Im-
ran Khan government. Pakistan, which considers itself as the 'Land
of the Pure', is also forced to turn away while the CCP forcibly con-
verts Uyghur Muslims in Xinjiang's concentration camps, just across
the border.

It is instructive to note that the CCP's plan for colonisation of
Pakistan was divulged on 21 June 2017, when the 231-page LTP
(Long-Term Plan) for CPEC 2017-2030 was leaked by Dawn, a lead-
ing Pakistani newspaper. This plan amply demonstrates the core in-
tent of CPEC - to transform Pakistan into a 'Chinese Colony of Pak-
istan'.

For instance, the LTP envisages thousands of acres of agricultural
land to be leased to CCP companies, 24x7 monitoring and surveil-
lance systems to be built in cities from Peshawar to Karachi, nation-
wide fibre-optic cable to be laid by CCP for dissemination of 'Chinese
culture', broad-based penetration of the entire Pakistani economy
by Chinese enterprises, 'enrichment' of Pakistani society by Chinese
culture etc.

The scope of this perfidious document has no historical precedent
and covers economic sectors ranging from mining for minerals to
textiles and garments. However, the main thrust of the plan is a sec-
tor which employs over 40 per cent of the Pakistani nation - agri-
culture. The LTP outlines Chinese engagement from seeds and fer-
tilisers till transportation and distribution of agricultural produce!

Finally, the LTP seeks a visa-free regime for Chinese visiting Pak-
istan, with no mention of a reciprocal arrangement for Pakistanis
visiting China. This plan contains many such gems, which could be
accessed by interested readers to fully comprehend the ambit of this
tantalising document-

CCP's Plan for Colonisation of Pakistan - made by China Devel-
opment Bank and National Development Reform Commission of
CCP.

The citizens of Pakistan are at a crossroads: they could clean house,
internalise their focus, normalise relations with neighbours and
seek a better future; or, continue on the current path of terror-
export, revisionism, religious frenzy and irresponsible budgeting,
which would seal their fate as the 'Chinese Colony of Pakistan'.

(Binay Kumar Singh is a columnist and researcher.  
The views expressed are personal)

Transforming Pak into
a ‘Chinese Colony’

‘BIODIVERSITY BY THE BAY’

Channelling the power of youth
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Wanted, post-Covid 
trauma care centres

We are well aware that the invisible contagion
"Corona Virus" has debased every occupation.

The world had lost it rhythm in all fronts and looking
very low-spirited owing to the mayhem created by the
coronavirus. It has gulped many lives and pushed many
towards the critical condition. The people that have
slithered from the vicious paw of Corona are now suf-
fering from post Covid symptoms. They are facing vari-
ous ailments such as psychological depression, insom-
nia, general weakness and entangled in confusion.

Most of the corona combatants after their discharge
also haunted by the symptoms and again knocking on
the doors of hospitals as they were misconceived it as
re-infection. Though, they seem to be physically sound
yet the residual quantity of the attenuated virus affect-
ing their daily life activities. The family members and
medical professionals are not able to figure out the ex-
act outcome of the post-Covid symptoms. 

All the medical researchers are making the people
aware about the post-Covid symptoms and their man-
agement. Hence, the union and State governments
should have to carve out a specific design for establish-
ing "post-Covid trauma care centres" that can save
many lives.

Further, it is also necessary to counsel the family
persons of the post Covid patients about the nutri-
tional requirements, emotional requirements, and
physical facilities for the post Covid patients that are to
be maintained. It is very ill conceivable that after re-
covery from the deadly disease the people are dying be-
cause of post Covid symptoms and due to lack of

awareness. To manage the mortality rate of the post-
Covid patients we must need trauma care centres for
Covid-19 warriors.

E Gajendra Nath Reddy, Badvel

Law to enforce mask wearing

The Rajasthan government is contemplating a law to
make the wearing of masks compulsory. CM Ashok

Gehlot indicated that the State government is planning
to make it mandatory to wear masks in the state to
check the spread of Covid-19 infection. A bill shall be
introduced in the forthcoming assembly session. 

Washing hands, wearing masks, and maintaining so-
cial distance are the only ways to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 until a vaccine is launched. Rajasthan will
be the first state in the country to bring a law on mask-
wearing. This is a commendable move to ensure peo-
ple’s safety. The need of the hour is that people must
follow COVID-19 safeguards and support the govern-
ment in to fight against this global pandemic.

Amit Singh Kushwaha, Satna, MP

China’s diabolic moves

Nothing could be more appropriate and befitting
than the title given to the editorial describing

China’s return to the Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) for the country’s worst human rights viola-
tions – that too came in fragments that the outer
world has come to know about. The present standoff
between India and China in the eastern Ladakh is
known to all. China is now bending over the back to
support Pakistan, in its nefarious anti-Indian activi-
ties, by suggesting new and wicked ideas to Pakistan,
to create more problems for India . One of them is to
encourage more terror training camps established in
the Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK) to facilitate in-

creased cross-border intrusions into Jammu and
Kashmir, before the onset of snowfall in the region. As
we know, Pakistan is already engaged in a proxy war
with India, in its vicious mindset to bleed the country
through thousand cuts, while China becomes furious
when there is any debate about Human Rights in Hong
Kong or Tibet.

Above all, Pakistan’s diabolic and unforgivable cun-
ningness to offer on the platter to China, the Indian
Territory in its possession (PoK) for road building and
infrastructure development to create an economic
corridor that China called 'China Pakistan Economic
Corridor' (CPEC) to enrage India, even to the extent
of asking India to become a partner in the endeavour,
to reap benefits.

The level-headed world countries have begun to ex-
perience the cunning dual strategy employed by
China, and are initiating their own counter moves to
offset China’s designs in this regard. 

K V Raghuram, Wayanad

II

As all bilateral discussions  between India and China
by military officers, Defence and Foreign Affairs

Ministers to settle the border issues were concluded in
utter futility,  it appears on the face of it that war is im-
minent.  Wars anywhere in the world never brought a
complete win to any side,  but left a big catastrophe on
human resource and economy.   Knowingly, highly de-
veloped rogue nation China ventures to wage a war
with India only to demoralise and weaken our develop-
ing nation in all fronts.  Yet China may not yield to its
desire.

Dr NSR Murthy, Secunderabad

Small, but welcome relief 

LETTERS

CCP's motivations for
pushing nearly $100
billion into CPEC are 
geo-strategic, and not
the puerile, nationalistic
arguments offered by
corrupt Pakistani Punjabi
elites who are milking
CPEC. China has always
relished the thought of
accessing the Arabian
Sea through a land
route, which gave rise to
the Gwadar port project

CPEC core intent

The origin story of Mumbai dates back to 1700s, when
seven islands and a series of reclamations were put
together to build what would be India's thriving financial
capital. A masterpiece made by combining the work of
nature with human engineering, Mumbai stands at a
crucial juncture today. The Aarey controversy in 2019
revealed an opportunity to create a larger, powerful
climate movement in Mumbai spurred by the city's youth 



THE SIKH TIMES EDITORIAL
6

The decision by the Paris-based to push for Pakistan to be let off, through narcotics and smuggling. LeT and the JeM that target India, to
watchdog, the Financial Action by making a suggestion that the refrain from public comments andFor those in New Delhi watching the 
Task Force, last week to retain last six points be cleared by an publicly raising funds. Meanwhile,outcome of the FATF decision, 
Pakistan on its greylist has clearly “on-site” visit by an FATF team. Pakistan’s support to the U.S.-ledthere are some broader dividends 
disappointed the Imran Khan The proposal was dropped when Afghan process and talks with the to consider from this process. To
government. His cabinet had even other traditional backers of Taliban are crucial to the peace begin with, the fact that the FATF
projected confidence that the Pakistan such as China, Saudi process, and the FATF process has has retained Pakistan on the 
country would be taken off the Arabia and Malaysia did not made Islamabad more amenable togreylist for the third time this year,
g r e y l i s t — m o n i t o r e d support it. Clearly, Pakistan has helping Afghanistan. It remains toa n d  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
jurisdictions on terror financing little option but to complete its be seen if the actions it takes will downgraded it to the blacklist 
and money laundering activities tasks in the next four months, permanently change Pakistan’s(with Iran and North Korea) when 
— having been cleared on 21 of which include: more action course in supporting and shelteringits deadline for action ended in 
the 27 mandated action points. against UNSC-banned terrorists cross-border terror groups.September 2019, has ensured the 
P a k i s t a n w i l l n o w f a c e and terror groups, action against pressure has continued to make India’s eventual goal is not just in 
international strictures on its charitable organisations (Non- Pakistan accountable on terror. stopping attacks by these groups, 
markets and on its ability to Profits) linked to these banned The Khan government has been but for Pakistan to fully dismantle 
procure loans until the next FATF entities, tracing fugitive terrorists forced to make a real legislative the infrastructure of terror in the
plenary in February 2021, by and pursuing convictions against push to bring Pakistani anti-terror understanding that it is in Pakistan’s
which time it is expected to them, revising the list of banned laws in line with international own interests to do so. It is hoped 
complete the six pending issues. A entities under the Anti-Terrorism standards, while, at least for the that the prolonged FATF process
bigger problem for Islamabad was Act to reflect all those banned by interim, also ensuring sufficient will enable this realisation in
that Turkey was the only other the UNSC, and cracking down on pressure on groups such as the Islamabad.
country in the 39-member FATF other channels of terror financing

While breast cancer is a disease that is commonly 
seen in women, men fall prey to it, too. It takes form 
in the male breast tissue. In fact, 1 per cent of all 
breast cancers detected occur in men. Dr Rohan 
Khandelwal, Consultant, The Breast Centre, CK 
Birla Hospital, says that while all humans are born 
with a small amount of breast tissue, women start 
developing more breast tissue during puberty, and 
hence become more prone to developing breast 
cancer. But the small amount of breast tissue in men 
exposes them to the risk as well.

Types of breast cancer:
The most common types of breast cancer in men are 

ductal carcinoma and invasive lobular carcinoma. 
It starts in cells that make up the glands:

Ductal carcinoma: This cancer originates in the milk 
ducts, and nearly all-male breast cancer is ductal 
carcinoma.Lobular carcinoma: This is a type of 
breast cancer that begins in the milk-producing 
glands (lobules) of the breast. This type of cancer is 
rare in men because they have few lobules in their 
breast tissue.

Other types of breast cancer that can occur in men 
include Paget’s disease of the nipple and 
inflammatory breast cancer which are rarely found 
in men, the doctor says.

What are the early warning signs?
The disease does not show any symptoms when the 

cancer is minor and treatable. The thickening of the 
breast tissue, painless lump, changing of the skin 
covering the breast such as dimpling, puckering, 
redness or scaling are some signs seen in the later 
stage. It can also be identified by experiencing 
nipple redness, scaling, the turning inward of the 
nipple or discharge from the nipple, explains Dr 
Khandelwal.

“If you feel that your chest has any kind of lumps — 
when you move your finger in a circular motion 
around the breast area — it is recommended you 
visit a doctor at the earliest. Doctors diagnose the 
cancer cells through the tissue samples obtained by 
biopsy, post which they examine the disease 
through nipple discharge, mammogram and 
ultrasound.”

What are the risk factors?
Men above the age of 60 are more prone to breast 

cancer with the maximum risk factor. Other factors 
include:Exposure to estrogen: The risk grows if one 
consumes estrogen-related drugs such as drugs 
used for hormone replacement therapy for prostate 
cancer. Excess alcohol consumption, tobacco, less 
physical activity and obesity can lead to high 
estrogen level.Family history: Some men inherit 
genes from their parents that increase their risk of 
breast cancer.Liver disease: Disorders sch as 
cirrhosis of the liver can decrease male hormones
and increase female hormones in the body that 
increase the risk of breast cancer.Treatment options

“Health and the stage of cancer are major factors that 
are considered before the treatment of breast 
cancer. These treatments usually involve surgery as 
it helps in removing the tumor along with the breast 
tissues that surround the tumor.

Breast Cancer Awareness
Month: Everything to

know about breast cancer 
in men

Pakistan
has little 
option but 
to
complete
its FATF
mandated
tasks in 
the next 
four
months

Contesting neighbours, revised
geopolitical playbooks

in the coming decade as they reform theirThe year 2020 has been a watershed moment for 
economic systems. The obvious two marketsrelations between India and China following the 
here are China and India.most serious clashes between the two countries in 

the Galwan region of Ladakh since the 1962 war; Sharp contrasts
relations between New Delhi and Beijing are at However, Beijing’s recent plays in the region 
new lows. These events have had a cascading have not been subtle. A report in September 
effect on the very thought process of foreign shone light on a $400 billion, 25-year 
policy, not just for New Delhi with regard to its understanding between Iran and China, with 
neighbourhood but also Beijing’s understanding Beijing taking advantage of U.S. President 
of its own threat perceptions as well. Donald Trump’s abandonment of the Iran 

What dictates alignment now nuclear deal. Scholars such as Scott J. Harr 
have pontificated that China is no longerStrategic autonomy is today a term New Delhi’s
happy with a passive role in West Asia, andpower corridors are well-acquainted with.
through concepts such as “negative peace”According to a former Foreign Secretary of 
and “peace through development”, inIndia, Vijay Gokhale, the ideation of ‘strategic 

concert with tools such as the Belt and Road autonomy’ is much different from the
Initiative, Beijing is now ready to offer an Nehruvian era thinking of ‘non-alignment’.
alternative model for “investment and influence”.Speaking in January 2019, Mr. Gokhale said: 
Over the past month, Chinese Foreign Minister “The alignment is issue based, and not
Wang Yi during an in-person meet with Iranian ideological.”

For Beijing and New Delhi, one region where Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
both contesting neighbours have employed suggested the development of a “new forum” to 
similar versions of ‘non-alignment’ thinking is address the region’s tensions — an alternative to the 
in West Asia, and the ethos of equitable West-led ecosystems that have prevailed for
engagement with the three poles of power in decades. It remains to be seen, however, how China 
SaudiArabia, Iran and Israel, without stepping balances itself between the poles of power while 
into the entanglements of the region’s multi- backing one so aggressively.

From India’s perspective, as it maintains its trapeze-layered conflicts and political fissures. Such
wire balancing act of diplomacy in West Asia, thewere the commonalities in thinking that at one 
overt outreach to the Gulf and the ensuing point in time, suggestions were made to
announcements of multi-billion-dollar investmentsconstruct an ‘importers OPEC’ in order to put lagged behind, bogged down by U.S. sanctions, which 

on Indian shores by entities from Saudi Arabia and the forward the interests of major oil importers, mostly in turn significantly slowed the pace of India-Iran 
UAE is only New Delhi recognising the economic developing Asian economies, against the producers’ engagements.
realities of the region. Despite entanglements in the cartel. However, the year 2020 and the tectonic Advantage Beijing
Yemen war and general tensions between the Gulf geopolitical shifts it has brought in its wake, from Meanwhile, China’s overtures have been steadily more 
states and Iran, the likes of Saudi Arabia, the UAE and deteriorating U.S.-China ties, to the COVID-19 adventurous as it realises two major shifts that have 
so on have maintained relatively strong and stablepandemic that started in China, followed by the Ladakh taken place in West Asia. First, Beijing has tried to 
economic progression. Israel’s recent peace accordscrisis, is forcing a drastic change in the geopolitical capitalise around the thinking in the Gulf that the 
with the UAE and Bahrain add much further weight playbooks of the two Asian giants, and, by association, American security safety net is not absolute, and they 
towards a more stable Gulf region — the caveats global security architectures as well. need to invest more in others. China, being second only 

Pre-dating 2020, India’s outreach to WestAsia sharpened withstanding that the operationalisation of the accords to the U.S. in both economic and military terms today, is 
since 2014 with the coming of the Narendra Modi is smooth and long-lasting.the obvious engagement. The fact that the United Arab

The theory of interests superseding ideology in foreigngovernment. As the powerful and oil-rich Gulf states Emirates (UAE) obtained Chinese Wing Loong drones 
policy is fast unravelling practically, both from the looked for investment alternatives away from the West in 2016 — a copy of U.S.’s infamous armed MQ-9 
perspectives of India and China. While in the recentto deepen their own strategic depth, persuaded by Mr. ‘Reaper’ drone that Washington refused to sell — offers
past, the Indo-Pacific, with the development of the Modi’s centralised decision-making style, India a good example of the Gulf’s resolve of attaining 
Quad, has taken centre stage, other geographies such as doubled down on its relations with the likes of Abu military capabilities from wherever possible. Second, 
West Asia have also started to showcase bolderDhabi and Riyadh, giving open economic and political the Gulf economies such as Saudi Arabia, even though 
examples of New Delhi and Beijing’s metamorphosing preference to the larger Gulf region. While attempting a hard shift away from their addiction to the 
approaches towards the international arena.engagements with Israel moved steadily forward, Iran petro dollar, will still need growing markets to sell oil to 

Pakistan Opposition alliance’s political 
inclusivity is both its strength and weakness

parties to come together on the same have also given priority to theIt is strange that the momentous political developments
platform to oppose him, speaks to his relationship.As a liberal democracy,currently unfolding in Pakistan have barely registered
incompetence. But in demanding his India would normally welcome thehere in India. The Pakistan Democratic Movement 
ouster, the PDM’s real target is the emergence of the PDM and its struggle to(PDM) was formed in September by the leader of the 
powerful military.In his speech broadcast establish a truly civilian democracy in Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, Fazal-ur-Rehman, but
from London, Nawaz Sharif explicitly Pakistan. A diminished political salienceconstituted by 11 political parties, representing 
accused the Army Chief Qamar Javed of the Pakistani military could only be a virtually the country’s entire political spectrum. It has
Bajwa and the ISI chief Faiz Hameed as positive development from India’s pointbrought together the two mainstream but rival political
responsible for rigging the last elections of view. Unfortunately, the PDM leadersparties, the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) led by 
and installing Imran Khan as prime had harsh words to say about Prime Bilawal Bhutto and the Pakistan Muslim League
minister. This is a frontal attack on the Minister Narendra Modi and bracketed(PML) led by the exiled Nawaz Sharif, but currently 
army and if allowed to snowball, it has Imran Khan with him. Imran washeaded by his daughter Maryam. More significantly,
the potential of eroding its overpowering accused of complicity in “selling out”the PDM has also given a national platform to regional 
influence in the country’s politics. In the Kashmir. Just as Pakistan has become aparties and provincial leaders from Balochistan and
past, the army has been able to ploy in India’s domestic politics, so isKhyber Pakhtunkhwa, who have been targeted by the 
manipulate political parties and leaders, India on the way to performing a similar Pakistani military for demanding regional autonomy
playing off one against the other. If the role in Pakistani politics. Not long ago,and an end to repression.
coalition holds together, this tried-and- we had marvelled at the fact that in the This is the first time that the Punjabi heartland was contradictions within the PDM, it may be best to let it 
tested playbook may not work. But while the PDM has Pakistani elections in 2013, which brought Nawazlistening to voices from the periphery and connecting roll on and then dissipate. If that were indeed to 
come together to oust Imran Khan, it does not seem to Sharif to power, India was barely a factor in thewith its hitherto marginalised people. This is an happen, then the military would end up even more 
have a game plan for the day after. election campaign. This new dynamic will make itimportant development in itself. The PDM has so far entrenched than it already is. It is possible that the 

difficult for the two countries to deal with each other as How do they propose to bring the military to heel? Whatheld three massive political rallies, in Pakistani PDM may continue to gather popular strength and 
they would any other state based on a cold calculus of kind of federal structure could be put in place to Panjab’s Gujranwala on October 18, in Karachi two support and this may be seen as an existential threat by 
interests.In managing India’s relations with other address the deep grievances of smaller provinces anddays later, and in Quetta on October 25. A certain the army. It may resort to violent repression and 
states, one must retain the space for constant ethnic groups? At what point would the movement political momentum has been generated and is assume power frontally as has happened in the past. 
calibration and adjustment, particularly when the consider its mission accomplished and revert to gathering strength and this could trigger significant This could add to Pakistan’s external isolation, 
external environment is in constant flux as it is today.competitive politics, which is the essence ofchanges in the nature of the Pakistani state and how it particularly if a Democratic administration takes 
India’s neighbourhood first policy must include the parliamentary democracy? How do the PDM leaders engages with the outside world, including India. office in Washington. However, China, which has 
means to manage the relationship with Pakistan in propose to tackle the acute economic crisis that The political inclusivity that the PDM represents is both deep and longstanding relations with the Pakistani 
order to ensure that it does not become an enduring Pakistan is facing, compounded by the pandemic? On its strength and its weakness. It has politically isolated Army, will continue to provide it political shield and 
constraint. If any shift in posture is precluded by all these and other key issues, the disparate nature of Prime Minister Imran Khan and, therefore, economic support. A weak Pakistani military or one 
domestic political compulsions, the calibration the group may preclude even a broad convergence.undermined the credibility of his powerful military which is forced to return to the barracks does not suit 
required by foreign policy imperatives becomesThe Pakistani Army may believe that given thesebackers. That he has managed to inspire such disparate China, even though Pakistani civilian governments
impossible.

The shade of grey: On FATF's mandated tasks

The engagement by India and 
China in the West Asia region is 

a good example of their 
metamorphosing approaches

New Delhi, Wednesday, 28 October, 2020 
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MESSAGE FOR TODAY

Often poor leadership is masked by those with the

loudest voices and strongest opinions.

–  NICK FEWINGS

Vaccine strategy
With millions being afflicted and killed across Planet

Earth by the novel coronavirus, and societies everywhere

suffering from ‘Covid-19 fatigue’ and disobeying the sci-

entifically laid down protocol of wearing masks, maintain-

ing physical distance, avoiding large gatherings, etc.,

mankind is desperately relying on the development of a

vaccine for this scourge as the sole means of salvation!

Yet there has been no clarity as to when we will get a safe

and effective vaccine, though the global media is rife

with a plethora of ‘information’. For instance, some weeks

ago the world was abuzz with the news that Russia had

already developed and was producing a proven effec-

tive vaccine named Sputnik V which would become avail-

able for mass use in double quick time, but no further

news has emerged on it, thereby dousing raised hopes.

Equally hope-inducing had been the news that a prov-

ince in China was vaccinating people for Covid-19 against

payment, but that also turned out to be bubble in the wind!

Now, with the British media reporting that the staff at a

major London hospital have been told to be ready to re-

ceive, from the ‘week commencing the November 2,’ the

first batches of the vaccine being developed by the Uni-

versity of Oxford and AstraZeneca, called AZD1222 or

ChAdOx1 nCoV-19, hopes have soared sky high again

that the end of the tunnel was finally in sight.

Never mind the confusion, the reality is that a vaccine or

a number of them would be available for mankind at some

period of time in the future, thus thoughts are increasingly

turning to the implementation of a vaccination protocol so

as to achieve the desired level of ‘herd immunity’ and put

an end to the Covid-19 threat. Manufacturing a preferred

vaccine in billions of doses and immunizing an entire pop-

ulation would be a Herculean task for most countries, es-

pecially overpopulated ones like India, which need to work

out a viable strategy so that vaccination does not become a

messy affair, with socially empowered segments steam-

rolling the socially underprivileged ones. India’s Union

Health Minister, Dr Harsh Vardhan, had announced some

time back that a detailed strategy on vaccine production,

storage, distribution and usage had already been prepared,

and it is time the general public are made aware of its nitty-

gritty. Obviously, frontline health workers must be the first

to receive a vaccine since they are the most vulnerable,

with the very elderly and individuals with proven comor-

bidities being next in the list. If the Government is plan-

ning to open up ‘immunization centres’ where people can

go for vaccination, it must exempt the elderly and people

with comorbidities from going there and instead devise a

strategy where such people can be vaccinated at their

houses. Needless to state, immunization must be free for

everyone, something which the Indian Government has

already assured its citizens.

Majuli protection
Generally when odds are heavy and nothing seems to

go right and there is no one to lend a helping hand to

bring someone or something out of the abyss, prayers for

divine intervention remain the only way out. And pre-

cisely that’s what is happening in Majuli, the largest in-

habited river island in the world. Unabated erosion over

the years has threatened the very existence of Majuli.

With no hope in sight, an exasperated Satradhikar Pitam-

bar Deva Goswami of Auniati Sattra along with others on

Monday prayed for divine intervention to save the is-

land. The action of the revered Satradhikar sends a very

strong message about the abject failure of the State Wa-

ter Resources Department and the Brahmaputra Board

in controlling the erosion. A virtual treasure trove of cul-

ture, for Majuli it has always been a constant struggle for

survival. In spite of the odds staked against it, the people

of this pristine island are not only preserving but also

carrying forward its rich cultural and spiritual heritage.

Though unabated erosion by the river Brahmaputra is

posing a grave threat to the very existence of Majuli, it

hasn’t broken the spirit of its people who are bravely

battling against the forces of nature. Be it the unique

natural settings or in its cultural aspect, Majuli occupies a

special place. The Sattras of Majuli over the centuries

have given a direction in the State’s cultural front. In the

neatly maintained Sattras, one can get a glimpse of the

State’s cultural past. A number of Sattras had no way out

but to shift base from the island due to unabated erosion.

There are now around 22 Sattras in Majuli, the promi-

nent among them being Auinati, Dakhinpat, Garmur and

Uttar Kamalabari. Majuli is the only place in the region

where the past blends with the present.

While erosion was always a problem for Majuli, it as-

sumed a serious turn in 1950. After the 1950 great earth-

quake, the island witnessed severe erosion. Majuli has

lost a substantial landmass due to erosion. Satellite image-

ry has revealed that the landmass of Majuli has shrunk

from 1,256 sq km in 1971 to 524 sq km in 2016. Loss of

landmass apart, the erosion has made many landless driv-

ing them to penury. Over the years, the Brahmaputra

Board has undertaken flood mitigation measures to save

Majuli from erosion. The Board has initiated steps like

construction of boulder spurs, concrete porcupine screen,

etc. The execution of Majuli protection work by the Brah-

maputra Board has resulted in the river island regaining

landmass at an average rate of 2 to 2.5 sq km annually.

The area of the island was 502.21 sq km in 2004 and now

it is over 520 sq km. But that is not enough as erosion

continues to erode its landmass. The protection of the

island must be accorded top priority to keep alive the rich

tradition, culture and its unique landscape.

he Census Paper of

2018 (Language) gives

the details of people on

the basis of languages

for the country, States and Union

Territories. As per this report, the

Assamese-speaking people along

with Bengali, Hindi, Bodo and oth-

er scheduled and non-scheduled

languages add up to 307 lakhs or so

in 2011 which when projected up

to 2015 add up to 334 lakhs or so of

persons who are eligible for inclu-

sion in the NRC as Indian citizens.

But, the population growth of one

linguistic group since 1951 is in ex-

cess of normal growth indicating

infiltration by some post-1971

Bangladeshis through this slot and

17.50 lakhs of such people have

been detected as per the final NRC

result (19 lakh names are struck

down of which about 1.5 lakhs be-

ing indigenous).

In this context, Assam’s eligible

population for inclusion in the NRC

based on languages is (in lakh) 334 -

17.5 = 317 lakhs in 2015. In the

NRC 2019, 311 lakhs have been in-

cluded which means about six lakhs

Indigenous/Indians are left out and

need to be included.

Population census of Assam:

Our census collects data on ‘house-

hold’ basis and does not ask the ques-

tion of nationality – it was recorded

in 1872 and during the 1951 and

1961  censuses, but the question of

nationality was dropped from the

1971 census onwards, which means

our population as per the census is

‘inclusive’ of foreigners. But, our

2011 census population of 312 lakhs

does not stand up to scrutiny based

on the population growth pattern

from 1971 and other relevant data.

T

The NRC 2019 gives us a

golden opportunity to purge our

voter’s list of all post-71

Bangladeshis. It is a gospel

truth that all post-71

Bangladeshis who are of voting

age are enrolled in the voter’s

list of Assam. If we fritter away

this golden opportunity for lack

of pragmatism or whatever

other reasons, posterity will not

forgive us.

Letters
to the

EDITOR

Digital Life Certificate and Assam Govt

Sir, – Jeevan Pramaan or Digital

Life Certificate (DLC) is a boon to

millions of pensioners across the

country. It provides them the ease

of submitting life certificates from

home (or help centres) without

being physically present in banks

or treasuries. It is a boon to the

prisoners who are either sick or

infirm which is but natural due to

their advanced age. Nearly one

crore DLCs have been issued since

its inception in 2014. Most States,

including many of the northeastern

States, organizations as well as

institutions have accepted the

digital mode of life certificate.

During the Covid days, it has

become a very useful safety

instrument to protect our

pensioners from the undue

exposure to the virus while

visiting banks or treasuries and

waiting in long queues.

However, it is highly unfortunate

that the Government of Assam is

yet to put itself in the digital

platform of Jeevana Pramaan, so no

State Government pensioners here

can avail the facility of submitting

Population of Assam based on

language: Without a correct popu-

lation of Assam as per the Census in

2011, we may take a correct ap-

proach to examine the population of

Assam based on our population on

the basis of language and through

various scenarios of illegal migrant

population of Assam – 65 lakhs, 80

lakhs, etc., by adding it to the eligi-

ble Indian population of Assam of

317 lakhs in 2015 through

language.

(a) If we consider 65 la-

khs or so as foreigners in

Assam in 2015 (50 lakhs

in 2004 as disclosed in Par-

liament), then Assam’s

resident population in

2015 is: 317 lakhs + 65

lakhs = 382 lakhs.

This resident population

of 382 lakhs of Assam in

2015 is taken care in the

NRC 2019 as below: 311

lakhs eligible in NRC, 1.5

lakh indigenous people de-

leted, 17.5 lakhs detected

as illegal, 47.5 lakhs of ille-

gal foreigners who did not

apply, 4.5 lakhs indigenous

people to be included – a

total of 382 lakhs of resident popu-

lation of Assam in 2015. Total 47.5

lakh foreigners did not apply and

hence their names are excluded

from the NRC automatically ensur-

ing a correct NRC.

b) If the number of Bangladeshi

population in 2015 is, say, 80 lakhs,

then the total resident population of

Assam in 2015 would be (317 lakhs

+ 80 lakhs) = 397 lakhs. This resi-

dent population of 397 lakhs is tak-

en care of in NRC 2019 as below:

311 lakhs eligible in NRC, 1.5 lakhs

indigenous detected, 17.5 lakhs de-

tected as illegal, 62.5 lakhs foreign-

ers did not apply, 4.5 lakhs indige-

nous did not apply and, hence, a to-

tal of 397 lakhs of resident popula-

tion of Assam in 2015; 62.5 lakhs

did not apply and hence their names

are excluded from NRC automati-

cally which means (17.5 + 62.5) =

80 lakh Bangladeshi are excluded

from the NRC 2019, if the foreign-

er population in Assam is 80 lakhs.

In actuality, the number of illegal

foreigners can be anything – 65, 80,

100 lakhs – but all are out of the

NRC 2019 because they didn’t ap-

ply. A newspaper report of July 26,

2018 reported that the Central Gov-

ernment agencies believe that 100

lakhs people did not apply to be in-

cluded in the NRC 2019.

This miracle where the NRC

2019 is free of foreigners has hap-

pened because most Bangladeshi il-

legal migrants did not apply to be

included in the NRC 2019 for fear of

detection as a foreigner, albeit at the

dictate of their leaders, thus ensur-

ing a correct NRC 2019.

The census population of 2011 of

312 lakhs is based on the population

growth from the census population

in 1971. It indicates an average dec-

adal growth of 20.76% between 1971

and 2011 which is even lower than

the all-India growth rate of 22% dec-

adal for that period, but such low

growth rate for Assam is not possi-

ble when Assam was flooded by la-

khs of illegal migrants during this

period. Assam’s popula-

tion growth between 1951

and 1971 was 34.96% (say

35%). This growth rate

suddenly plummeted to

23.36% during 1971-81

inexplicably whereas the

voter’s growth during

1971-2011 is more than

35%. There has to be a

correlation between the

voter’s growth pattern

and the population

growth pattern which is

not there.

These facts based on

data clearly indicate that

Assam’s population fig-

ure of 2011 of 312 lakhs

is grossly depressed and

is not acceptable. The

census operation of India is well re-

spected but has faced peculiar chal-

lenges in enumerating the popula-

tion of Assam.

But the population of Assam on

the basis of languages is based on

nationality. The two major linguis-

tic groups are rooted to the 1951,

1961 census populations, which give

a solid basis to project the resident

population of Assam based on vari-

ous scenarios of Bangladeshi illegal

population.

These facts also clearly indicate

that the NRC 2019 is a worthy docu-

ment for Assam. The talk of re-ver-

ification, etc., if actually undertaken,

will only touch some of the 329 lakh

applicants, but will have no clue about

the large illegal population of Assam

who did not ‘apply’ to be included in

the NRC, thus helping indirectly for

compilation of a foreigner-free NRC.

Also, nothing will be known of about

4.5 lakhs or so of indigenous/Indian

people who did not apply. The

number of people embedded in the

NRC from a linguistic group after 17.5

lakhs have been detected, will be very

small and certainly doesn’t justify re-

verification when we see the broad

picture of the NRC 2019. Re-verifi-

cation, etc., will only create a furore

which will be exploited by vested

groups who will not explain the broad

picture of the NRC 2019. Based on

these facts, the NRC 2019 must be

accepted wholeheartedly.

The indigenous people who are

rejected and some others who may

not have applied should be included

in the NRC through ‘application’ in

an easy way. A small number of ille-

gal Bangladeshis in the NRC should

be investigated based on ‘objections’.

The NRC 2019 must be a continu-

ous process, like the electoral roll

and must be updated regularly,

deaths to be deleted, newborns

amongst the NRC group of 2019 to

be added and ‘objections’ verified

and corrected as needed.

The NRC 2019 gives us a golden

opportunity to purge our voter’s

list of all post-71 Bangladeshis. It is

a gospel truth that all post-71 Bang-

ladeshis who are of voting age are

enrolled in the voter’s list of As-

sam. If we fritter away this golden

opportunity for lack of pragmatism

or whatever other reasons, poster-

ity will not forgive us.

Dr Jayanta Madhab: Pride of Assam
ne evening, about a year

ago, I met Dr Jayanta

Madhab at his residence

located on the bank of

Brahmaputra in a picturesque sur-

rounding. We chatted sitting in his

balcony overlooking the Brahmapu-

tra. I visited his residence several

times before and enjoyed his gen-

erous hospitality but never thought

that this could be my last meeting.

 Dr Madhab was a practising de-

velopment economist. He obtained

his PhD from London School of Eco-

nomics and joined as one of the ear-

ly staffers of the Asian Development

Bank (ADB). In his 24-year-long ca-

reer with the Bank, he acquired vast

knowledge and experience in de-

signing and executing development

programmes across a large number

of countries in the Asian continent.

He had also gathered experience in

planning while he was with the

CMPO (Calcutta Metropolitan Or-

ganization). I came to know a lot

about his contributions from

Dr Sudipto Mundle and Dr Tulasi-

dhar who were his younger col-

leagues at the ADB. They also spoke

highly about his generosity and oth-

er qualities as a great human being.

Driven by a desire to do some-

n  Atul Sarma

thing for the country, he came back

to India after his retirement from

ADB. First he wanted to settle down

in Delhi. During that period, he along

with Ramesh Gelli obtained the first

licence to set up a private bank and

founded the Global Trust Bank.

The same zeal to contribute to-

wards development of his home

State brought him to Assam. Dr

Manmohan Singh, the then Union

Finance Minister, wanted him to

head a development bank for the

Northeast – the North Eastern De-

velopment Finance Corporation Ltd

(NEDFi). Putting in all his experi-

ences and expertise in designing and

executing development projects, he

shaped NEDFi as the finest dynam-

ic institution with corporate culture

and rarest working environment in

the entire Northeast India. He col-

lected around him dynamic young

people with enthusiasm and zeal

from all over the NE States and in-

spired and guided them to take up

new initiatives. NEDFi created a

bunch of young entrepreneurs in

different parts of the region, and

established market linkages of the

region’s traditional products, espe-

cially handicrafts and handloom

clothes by setting up NEDFi Haats

and organizing exhibitions, etc.

Dr Madhab charted out new are-

as for development such as bamboo

products following the Chinese ex-

ample. NEDFi pursued some of his

new ideas.

That Dr Madhab was a great in-

stitution builder is evidenced by the

fact that even after he had left, NED-

Fi has continued to function effi-

ciently, and follow the healthy prac-

tices such as work culture and the

clean work environment that he had

meticulously practised. Similarly, as

its chairman, Dr Madhab has left a

significant imprint on another high-

ly-rated institution, viz., the Rastri-

ya Gramin Vikas Nidhi (RGVN)

which focuses on micro finance and

livelihood in Assam.

It looks as though his ability to

build institutions was in his DNA.

His father, Lakshmi Narayan Sarma

founded the JB College in innova-

tive ways. His maternal uncle, the

legendary Radha Govinda Baruah,

started the region’s most respect-

ed English daily newspaper, The

Assam Tribune and established the

Nehru Stadium among several oth-

er institutions.

Dr Madhab was also advisor to

the former Chief Minister, Tarun

Gogoi, a position which he relin-

quished after serving for more than

five years. He shared his experienc-

es and frustrations with this author

once while travelling together from

Dibrugarh to Guwahati in his offi-

cial car. To sum up briefly what he

shared with this author was that he

learnt enormously about the state

economy through his interactions

with different agents of the econo-

my and could inspire some young

entrepreneurs at individual level to

take up new areas such as produc-

ing green tea. He also propagated

the idea of making Assam a granary

of organic products. But he was rath-

er frustrated failing to push the Gov-

ernment towards executing new

ideas despite his closeness with the

then Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi.

With my experience of being a

member of the Assam Planning

Board for long years from 1978 to

2000, I could clearly understand

what he meant. While the Indian bu-

reaucracy is good at retaining the

system intact and also meeting the

crisis situation, it is not as respon-

sive to development needs, leaving

aside some exceptional cases.

I experienced his grasp of the As-

sam economy in one situation. I

chaired a symposium on the Crisis

of Tea Industry where Dr Madhab

was the invited speaker. In his pres-

entation, he had brought out the

exact nature of the crisis that the

Assam tea industry was facing with

all relevant statistics and suggest-

ed how this could be resolved. Sev-

eral tea planters who were present

as participants or audience greatly

appreciated his deep insights about

the industry.

I have myself witnessed many

sterling qualities of Dr Madhab on

different occasions: his generosity,

honesty of purpose, zeal to encour-

age young people and human ap-

proach to issues are some of the

remarkable ones. Assam has lost

an illustrious son and I lost a great

friend but his ideas and contribu-

tions would continue to shine and

the institutions he shaped and the

young people he inspired would

remember him forever.

O

DLCs. The State Government had

advertised for the same in its

website referring to the Central

Government initiative, but sadly

failed to act on its own for all these

years. Yours etc., D HAZARIKA,

Golaghat.

Open book exam
Sir, – As the Covid-19 pandemic

is having a deep impact on

everything, it has badly affected

the education system of our

country. The students are deprived

of classroom education and this has

spoiled one academic year. At

present they are given education

online but this system has failed to

cover all the students. So, the

educational policymakers are

considering bringing in a new

system in the examination – an

open book examination – which is

running smoothly in countries like

the USA. But in India before

implementing it, we have to have a

serious look into the matter. There

are advantages as well as disadvan-

tages to this system. An open book

examination system never forces

the students to memorize

anything. A student is able to refer

to the textbook when needed. He

or she requires less study. In an

open book examination system, a

student has no tension or fear of

forgetting answers. It helps them

in using common sense and logic

when practical questions are asked.

It may help the average students

to get good marks.

The disadvantages of such a

system are that the students may

attend the exam unprepared and

then run out of time. They

become overconfident and so take

the examination lightly. It also

becomes time consuming when

one searches the answer to a

particular question in the

textbook. So, in a country like

India, such an experiment may

create a mediocre or dull

generation and hamper intellectu-

al development. Yours etc.,

HARSHA MOHAN SARMA,

Chamata, Nalbari.

Crime against women
Sir, – In this era of women

empowerment and gender

equality, it is really disheartening

to witness daily incidents of crime

against women. Heinous crimes

like rapes and acid attacks destroy

the pillar of humanity. And when it

comes to justice, the system

either turns political or gets

delayed. But now, this is high time

to break this chain of barbarism.

Upbringing plays a very

important role to check the crime

rates in a country. The children

from their teenage should be made

aware of this social ill. Parents and

teachers should educate the

children about these heinous crimes

in a very sensitive way. The need of

the hour is that sexual education be

made a part of the syllabus.

Students must be well aware of

their reproductive and psychologi-

cal health and how to take the right

decisions in life. Yours etc.,

CHANDRIMA SAHA, Guwahati.

Pension system
Sir, – As the number of employ-

ees under the National Pension

System is increasing gradually, it is

seen that the voice against the NPS

is becoming louder and louder. In

the NPS, a part of the basic salary of

the employee adding government

contribution is invested in some

investment plans. At the age of 60,

maximum 60% of the corpus

amount can be withdrawn by the

employee as cash. The remaining

40% is locked and used to buy

annuity products or pension plans

from insurance companies. These

insurance companies provide

pension according to the policy’s

terms and conditions. So, it’s clear
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that pension amount is not fixed in

the NPS. It depends on how much

one invested and what the condition

of the share market is. But in the old

pension system, the retirement

benefits were fixed and it was

inflation adjusted and revisable.

The government employees

under the NPS indeed have some

grievances against the new system.

Firstly, in the NPS, if an employee’s

service tenure is not long, he will

get very low amount as pension at

retirement. The old system was

mainly popular because it provided

total security to the family of the

employee. In case of death of the

employee, the government

provided family pension. But the

government doesn’t provide any

pension to the employee in the

NPS. Rather the employee has to

buy annuity products or pension

plans to get pension.

So, the call of the government

employees to restore the old

pension system in place of the NPS

has indeed some valid points. Yours

etc., BASANTA BARUAH,

Kaliapani, Jorhat.



A baffling situation 
one can ever imag-
ine in a democracy 
is that despite win-

ning a majority of the pop-
ular vote, a candidate may 
still not win the election. But 
strangely it’s true in the case 
of the American Presidential 
election which is scheduled 
in November. A lesser-known 
fact for a common man but has 
been a moot question in Amer-
ican politics. In the recent past 
in the years 2000 and 2016 
despite securing the highest 
numbers of the popular vote, 
Al Gore and Hillary Clin-
ton lost to George Bush and 
Donald Trump respectively. 
When academics perceive this 
enigma as anathema to the 
concept of democracy, it’s also 
seen as a discouraging factor 
for voters as their votes seem 
to end up valueless. So, but this 
unique feature of the presiden-
tial poll expounds the philos-
ophy of democracy which is 
far different from the general 
understanding of democracy 
as majority rule or crudely put, 
the game of numbers. 

For American society, 
democracy more than a mere 
political thought is a way of life. 
The political culture empow-
ers the party members and 
provides a level playing field 
for aspiring leaders, unlike in 
many third world democra-
cies where authoritarian mod-
els operate with top leadership 
in each party calling the shots. 
The election of the President 
is governed by principles set 
in Article Two of the Ameri-
can Constitution and Amend-
ments 12, 20, 22, 23, and 25. 
The presidential hopefuls have 
to be first nominated through 
party ‘caucuses’ on merits such 
as one’s dedication, serious-
ness, vision, etc. The primary 
elections of their respective 
parties, held across the 52 
states, choose the prospec-
tive candidates through ‘del-
egates’ who formally choose 
the party’s presidential nomi-
nee in the national convention. 
When no one gets more than 
50 per cent of delegate votes, 
then there will be a revote in 
which delegates can vote freely 
switching their allegiance until 

the majority chosen candidate 
emerges. An evolved democ-
racy, it leaves no room for back 
door entry. Though the Presi-
dent is elected by all American 
people, it is an indirect election 
on the principle of representa-
tive democracy. 52 states and 
the District of Columbia hold 
elections for ‘electors’, fielded 
by both the parties, who in 
turn will elect the future presi-
dent known as ‘electoral col-
lege’. Whichever candidate’s 
‘electors’ dominate in polls, 
that candidate’s road to the 
White House is clear. Interest-
ingly, the Constitution doesn’t 
bar the ‘electors’ even to vote 
for the opposition party can-
didate if they desire, a rarity 
though, referred to as ‘faith-
less’ electors but reflective of 
the democratic spirit. 

The electoral college has 
been a subject of controversy 
for over a century. Firstly, it is 
contended that the number of 
electors should be based on the 
population of states rather than 
the number of representatives 
of both houses. The wisdom 
of the fathers of the Amer-
ican Constitution perceived 
democracy more in unifor-
mity in representation rather 
than by demographic divi-
dend. As most populous states 
like Texas, California or Flor-
ida enjoy political attention as 

they have an edge over the less 
populated ones like Alaska, 
Montana, Vermont, the Con-
stitution offsets the imbalance 
by assigning two electors for 
each senate seat for all states, 
size and population notwith-
standing. However, population 
growth led to an increase in 
the number of electors in some 
states and the campaign mainly 
centres around such states. 
The fathers of the Constitu-
tion believed that more than 
a democracy, a nation should 
have a republic with equal and 
independent component states 
so that ‘tyranny of the major-
ity’ can be warded off. They 
also envisioned that the chief 
executive and the head of the 
state — the US President — 
who has more power than the 
other two organs of the state 
i.e., legislature and judiciary, 
should be equally responsible 
towards all states. 

Critics argue that though 
the ‘national popular vote’ 
(public vote) has neither rel-
evant nor legitimacy since it’s 
the electoral college which 
decides the US Presiden-
tial Election. It’s a convinc-
ing argument because at least 
five times in history it so hap-
pened that candidates who 
secured the highest number 
of popular votes lost to those 
who secured less. But it is too 

hasty to judge the American 
system without appreciating 
the philosophy behind it. On 
the face of it, numbers mat-
ter in a democracy which of 
course is true with electoral 
college eventually, but num-
bers also mean a brute major-
ity in favour of one person and 
rejection of the other which in 
case of popular vote may lead 
to glorified ‘tyranny’. Ameri-
can political philosophy puts 
a premium on ‘representative 
democracy’ (electoral college) 
to ensure that the candidate 
who has a greater number of 
‘electors’ from states favour-
ing him will be the President 
and would be responsible for 
all people in general no mat-
ter who voted for him or not; 
popular vote becomes irrel-
evant thus. Strange, but it’s a 
wise and thoughtful arrange-
ment. The logic is supported 
by the principle of ‘Winner 
takes all’, which is unique 
to American politics which 
means that in a state, if a can-
didate wins more electors than 
his opponent, then even the 
number of electors the lat-
ter secured will go to the for-
mer. It implies that all those 
popular votes cast in favour 
of the candidate that scored 
fewer electors are deemed to 
be cast in favour of the one 
who got more electors. Hence 

the focus on ‘swing’ states by 
both the parties. The voters 
of course feel that their votes 
are wasted. But the system 
awards them ‘notionally’ to 
winning candidates with an 
implicit mandate that he rep-
resents them too. It’s because 
democracy in America doesn’t 
mean majority rule alone but 
also means rule by ‘unanimity’. 
The ‘winner takes all’ principle 
puts to rest any hard feelings 
between the two rivals and is 
also equitable since both stand 
equal chances to ‘take all’. It is 
a healthy practice which can 
if followed, address political 
hatred and ills of power poli-
tics in many democracies.  

The political evolution of 
American society has largely 
been shaped by revolution-
ary events such as American 
war of Independence against 
the British Crown in 1776, the 
Civil War in 1864, abolition of 
slavery in 1865, and the civil 
rights movement by Martin 
Luther King Jr in the 20th cen-
tury. Democratic values like 
equality, freedom and inclu-
sion have become the foun-
dation of society there which 
many third world societies are 
yet to imbibe fully. Traditional 
values and beliefs continue to 
dominate democracies in liber-
ated ex-colonies. It’s not sing-
ing in praise of a particular 
country which too has its own 
discomfitures but the ethos of 
democracy is always worth 
emulating. Democracy doesn’t 
mean only voting once in five 
years or the politics of resorts 
and hotels. Its democratic cul-
ture and values which, more 
than voters, the political par-
ties must try to institutionalise. 
Restoring internal democracy 
is the first step in the process. 
Cadres should be groomed 
like members with views 
rather than numbers to hold 
the flag and rally behind a few 
leaders. Political equality and 
freedom within are essential 
to strengthen parties which 
necessitate the politics of prin-
ciples as opposed to politics of 
identity. 

The writer is a former  
Additional Chief Secretary  

of Chhattisgarh. Views 
expressed are personal
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AVOIDABLE 
APPROACH

ADEQUATE MEASURES

A Covid vaccine may still be some time away, but it’s already 
raining promises of its free applications across the states. Hours 
after BJP’s election manifesto offered free Covid vaccination in 
Bihar, if the ruling party returns to power, at least two other 
states such as Tamil Nadu and Karnataka vowed to vaccinate 
every citizen for free. The Madhya Pradesh government 
reserved its commitment for the poor people. Meanwhile, the 
Union government has been drawing up plans for production, 
procurement and distribution of the most sought-after vaccine. 
Reportedly huge sums were set aside by the finance ministry to 
vaccinate Indian citizens. The Coronavirus vaccine is a national 
resource. The government should distribute vaccines to states 
as per their needs. Health is a state subject. Hence, it’s for the 
state governments to decide if they want to offer the vaccine 
free. However, bringing the vaccine issues within the purview of 
electoral politics sets an unprecedented trend. Such an approach 
is avoidable.

The year 2020 will go 
down in history as 
a year in which the 
COVID-19 pan-

demic unleashed its fury world 
over, and brought the activi-
ties in all spheres of life to a 
screeching halt. The impact of 
this pandemic on the econo-
mies and societies across the 
globe is incomparable to any 
event over the past 100 years, 
and therefore it’s bearing on 
governance and law enforce-
ment too is bound to be 
intense. While governments 
of all nations are committed 
to fighting this adversity, the 
perpetrators of illicit trade are 
viewing this current situation 
as an opportunity to expand 
and intensify their operations 
and are finding new ways 
to make money, largely by 
exploiting the fear and uncer-
tainty surrounding the prevail-
ing circumstances.

The size of the problem 
is staggering, even before the 
onset of the pandemic, the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD) in 2019 stated 
that trade in counterfeit and 
pirated goods has risen steadily 
over the last few years and 
stood at 3.3 per cent of global 
trade. Unfortunately, the pan-
demic has not only compli-
cated this situation but has 
made matters worse.

Ever since the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
announced COVID-19 as a 
global health emergency in 
March 2020, worldwide reports 
indicated a surge in the avail-
ability of fraudulent medical 
and consumer sanitary prod-
ucts. Interpol’s global operation 
Pangea XIII, which saw police, 
customs and health regulatory 
authorities from 90 countries 
take part in collective action 
against the illicit online sale of 
medicines and medical prod-

ucts, seized large quantities 
of illicit facemasks, substan-
dard hand sanitisers and unau-
thorised antiviral medication. 
Similarly, Europol in its report 
‘Pandemic Profiteering’ states 
that the sale of counterfeit and/
or sub-standard foods, hygiene 
items and everyday goods is 
booming in the pandemic 
economy and there is a risk that 
the perpetrators of the crime 
will use shortages in the supply 
of some goods to increasingly 
provide illicit alternatives both 
on and offline. Further, Interpol 
and Europol have also warned 
against frauds in which con-
sumers are tricked into buying 
non-existent medical supplies 
or making payments intended 
for medical care into criminal 
accounts. Estimates show that 
tens of millions of dollars have 
already been lost by victims of 
such scams.

In India, dealing with the 
menace of illegal goods dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis is 
a formidable challenge. Sale 
of such goods has a crippling 

effect on the nation’s economic 
progress, owing to the lower 
collection of taxes for the gov-
ernment along with adversely 
impacting the health and 
safety of the citizens. Also, in 
India, the opportunities for 
illicit operators during the 
pandemic do not end with 
just sanitary or medical prod-
ucts. Since lockdown, Indian 
Customs, Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence, police and 
paramilitary forces have raided 
and seized smuggled, spuri-
ous and counterfeit sanitisers, 
masks, PPE Kits, disinfectants, 
toiletries and cosmetics, elec-
tronic goods, cigarettes, pack-
aged food, spices, alcohol and 
several other items across var-
ious states. With an increas-
ing number of seizures being 
reported every day, it is highly 
possible that the total seizures 
may just be the tip of the ice-
berg of a much larger network. 
With a substantial portion of 
India’s population in the rural 
and semi-urban areas, the 
smugglers and counterfeiters 

find it relatively easy to hood-
wink the people and make 
deep inroads into these areas 
and generate ill-gotten profits.

Eventually, neither the 
strict quarantine measures 
nor an invincible virus could 
stop this menace, which has, 
as a matter of fact, existed 
and damaged societies and 
economies for decades, well 
before we even heard of the 
Coronavirus. It needs to be 
underscored that these smug-
glers and counterfeiters see 
this ongoing adversity as an 
opportunity as they feel that 
the enforcement agencies are 
preoccupied with dealing 
with the COVID-19 menace 
and have put this matter on 
the backburner. However, this 
could not be further from the 
truth and this is borne out of 
the fact that there have been 
a record number of seizures 
across different states during 
the COVID-19 period. Having 
said this, looking at the new 
modus operandi of the illicit 
traders, the policymakers need 

to escalate this matter and deal 
with these crimes as nothing 
short of a national threat.

Tackling the global scourge 
and surge of smuggled and 
counterfeit goods becomes 
even more critical during this 
ongoing public health cri-
sis. Realising the magnitude 
of this problem, FICCI has 
been consistently focusing on 
the need to curb the issue of 
growing illicit trade in coun-
terfeits, pass offs and smug-
gled goods, and has dedicated 
a forum, CASCADE — Com-
mittee Against Smuggling 
and Counterfeiting Activities 
Destroying the Economy for 
this cause. FICCI CASCADE 
works in close collaboration 
with the industry, consumers, 
media, legal experts, consumer 
organisations and Government 
to create awareness on how 
counterfeiting and smuggling 
have become a serious threat 
to public health and safety. 
In addition, CASCADE has 
undertaken a nationwide cam-
paign in combating counter-
feiting and smuggling during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
the aim to sensitise the people 
of its ill effects and increasingly 
involve the Government at the 
Centre and the states to deal 
with this challenge in the best 
and most effective manner.

It is in the interest of all, 
that the systems in place only 
strengthen over time as there is 
absolutely no room for laxity. 
The fact that those involved in 
this illicit trade have even tried 
to exploit a worldwide pan-
demic to make greater profits, 
leaves no room for ambigu-
ity and should reinforce our 
resolve to deal with them with 
an iron fist.

The writer is the Chairman, 
FICCI CASCADE and  

Senior VP, Corporate Affairs, 
ITC Ltd. Views expressed  

are personal

The fact that 
those involved 
in this illegal 
trade have even 
tried to exploit 
a worldwide 
pandemic to make 
greater profits, 
leaves no room 
for ambiguity and 
should reinforce 
our resolve to deal 
with them with  
an iron fist

A menace even before the pandemic, the illicit worldwide trade of counterfeits has 
become even more of a danger to civilised society in the times of COVID-19

Cracking down

Winner takes all
Despite innumerable controversies surrounding it over the years, the US system of electoral 

colleges ensures that democracy is not reduced to a simple game of numbers

Democracy in 
America doesn’t 
mean majority 
rule alone but 
also means rule 
by ‘unanimity’. 
The ‘winner takes 
all’ principle puts 
to rest any hard 
feelings between 
the two rivals and 
is also equitable 
since both stand 
equal chances to 
‘take all’

EDITORIAL

In for the  
long haul

Donald Trump’s off-hand comment during the US 
Presidential Debates labelling India as ‘filthy’ and 
its air as polluted created quite a social media fire-
storm. While he had used this comment as a shield 

against his decision to pull out of the Paris Accord, his com-
ment has nevertheless induced strong reactions on both sides 
of the spectrum. On the one hand, some see this as an undis-
guised and callous insult by a man who likes to portray him-
self as India’s ‘best friend’. On the other hand are those who 
see Trump’s commentary as a wake-up call for India to wake 
up and smell the polluted and poisonous air.

With regards to the current situation in North India and 
particularly the National Capital Region, his marks are not 
inaccurate, even if they are motivated by a need to explain 
his own administration’s policy shortfalls in regard to climate 
change and pollution. Indeed, after a sharp fall in pollution 
levels at the height of the lockdown, the air quality index for 
New Delhi and its surrounding cities reached an eight-month 
high this month.

Ahead of the upcoming winter festivities, Delhi and its sur-
rounding areas are already shrouding over with haze. Stubble 
burning, vehicle pollution, construction, power plant emis-
sion, crackers, etc are the usual suspects and the so-called 
pollution season has only just begun. While the response to 
this yearly spike in pollution has historically been a mixture 
of apathy, disappointment and concern, this time the stakes 
are even higher. While there is little in the conclusive data, 
experts have agreed that pollution most likely contributes to 
the severity and occurrence of COVID-19 in affected indi-
viduals. This means that in countries like India where pollu-
tion is already one of the leading contributors to poor health 
outcomes, the combination of COVID-19 and the incoming 
pollution season is a double-whammy that can be scarcely 
afforded. While India is seeing a significant slump in its daily 
cases at the moment, the winter season brings severe appre-
hension as experts warn that another, perhaps worse wave of 
the pandemic may be upon us. Such apprehensions are not 
helped by various studies that present increasingly bleaker 
outlooks on what pollution has already taken from us and 
what it will take in the future. In the latest, a study published 
in the journal Cardiovascular Research analysed disease data 
from the US and China relating to air pollution, COVID-19 
and SARS. This data was then combined with other sets of 
data such as satellite data on global exposure to particulate 
matter to arrive at a global average of 15 per cent of COVID-
19 deaths being attributable to air pollution. World over, the 
figure has a reasonable variation with North America sitting 
at 17 per cent and East Asia at 27 per cent. These deaths, as 
per the study, were “potentially avoidable, excess mortality.” 
The study concedes that without a fundamental shift in the 
way we power ourselves, there is little hope of any change with 
incremental gains. The pandemic may come to an end in due 
course of time but there is no vaccine against poor quality air 
and climate change after all.

Not enough? Another study in September by Harvard 
University claimed that an increase in only one microgram 
per cubic metre in PM 2.5 is associated with an eight per cent 
increase in the COVID-19 death rate. While these studies 
are not aimed at India, it is hard to not see India as a prime 
example in many such cases. Naturally, the concerned authori-
ties have not sat back passively. While the pollution control 
response has met unfortunate roadblocks in Delhi now and in 
the past, the AAP Government has shown the determination 
to fight the long war against pollution starting with a variety of 
measures such as a ban on diesel generator sets. In regards to 
the problem of stubble burning, CM Kejriwal has met a group 
of scientists of the Indian Agriculture Research Institute for a 
live demonstration of a new technology that can decompose 
this stubble. There have even been talks of Delhi installing 
filtration towers as Beijing did in 2018. Even national leaders 
have gotten involved in this conversation. In a recent address, 
PM Modi stated that India will be the major driver of global 
energy demand, even as it holds down its carbon emissions. 
He committed to the creation of an energy sector that would 
be both industry-friendly and environmentally conscious. As 
of now, many leaders worldwide are increasingly committing 
to the same ideals, at least in principle. Major changes are not 
an overnight process. It is hard to calculate how much pollu-
tion has already cost humanity and how close we are to the 
tipping point of no return in terms of climate change but, as 
always, it is always better late than never.

In recent years, the electoral college has been the reason for the defeat of two candidates who otherwise 
won the popular vote

....KHOKAN DAS, KOLKATA via email

....RAVI TEJA KATHURIPALLI, HYDERABAD via email
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Since the beginning of the pandemic, the trade of counterfeit medical supplies has escalated many-fold worldwide

The high levels of Air Pollution in Delhi is alarming and 
distressing. This has become a common thing for some years. The 
problem is we are taking reactive methods like Graded response 
action programme (GRAP) after the AQI slips adversely instead 
of taking institutional steps before it happens. In this grim time 
of Coronavirus, this is a double trouble for citizens in the capital 
city. Since the burning of agricultural residual waste in Punjab 
and Haryana are the key reason for this, the government should 
introduce an action plan to make those waste a profitable 
recycler. Alternate uses for agricultural waste should be 
discovered, and those alternative uses should be made viable and 
incentivised. Improving public transport, increasing use of clean 
renewable energy, using more electric vehicles, introducing less 
polluting fuel and strict emission regulations can keep us away 
from serious detriments. There is no quick fix for reducing air 
pollution, it requires a series of different actions. Time has come 
to take up methods for solutions and implementation.

Dear
Editor



The true test comes after the 
Covid-19 snapback, and that’s 
where China’s strategy has its 
greatest advantage

By Stephen S Roach
New Haven

Just as China led the world 
in economic recovery in the 
aftermath of the global fi nancial 
crisis of 2008, it is playing a similar 

role today. Its post-Covid rebound is 
gathering momentum amid a developed 
world that remains on shaky ground. 
Unfortunately, this is a bitter pill for 
many to swallow — especially in the 
United States, where demonisation of 
China has reached epic proportions.

The two crises are, of course, 
diff erent. Wall Street was ground zero 
for the 2008 crisis, while the Covid-19 
pandemic was spawned in the wet 
markets of Wuhan. But in both cases, 
China’s crisis-response strategy was 
far more eff ective than that deployed 
by the US. In the fi ve years following 
the onset of the 2008 crisis, annual real 
GDP growth in China averaged 8.6% (on 
a purchasing power parity basis). While 
that was slower than the blistering (and 
unsustainable) 11.6% average pace of 
the fi ve previous years, it was four times 
the US economy’s anaemic 2.1% average 
annual growth over the post-crisis 
2010-14 period.

China’s pandemic response hints 
at a comparable outcome in the years 
ahead. The GDP report for the third 
quarter of 2020 suggests a rapid 
return to the pre-Covid trend. The 
4.9% year-on-year fi gure for real GDP 
growth does not convey a full sense 
of the self-sustaining recovery that 

is now emerging in China. Measuring 
economic growth on a sequential 
quarterly basis and converting those 
comparisons to annual rates — the 
preferred construct of US statisticians 
and policymakers — provides a much 
cleaner sense of real-time shifts in the 
underlying momentum of any economy. 
On that basis, China’s real GDP rose 
at an 11% sequential annual rate in the 
third quarter, following a 55% post-
lockdown surge in the second quarter.

The comparison with the US 
is noteworthy. Both economies 
experienced comparable contractions 
during their respective lockdowns, 
which came one quarter later for the US. 
China’s 33.8% sequential (annualised) 
plunge in the fi rst quarter was almost 
identical to the 31.2% US contraction in 
the second quarter. Based on incoming 
high-frequency (monthly) data, the so-
called GDPNow estimate of the Atlanta 
Federal Reserve puts third-quarter 
sequential real GDP growth in the US 
at around 35%. While that is a welcome 
and marked turnaround from the record 
decline during the lockdown, it is about 
20 percentage points short of China’s 
post-lockdown rebound and still leaves 
the US economy about 3% below its 
peak of late 2019.

Post-lockdown rebounds are not 
the real story, however. They are akin 
to the snapback of a stretched rubber 
band — or in statistical terms, the 
arithmetical result of restarting an 
economy that has just been subjected 
to an unprecedented sudden stop. The 
true test comes after the snapback, 
and that’s where China’s strategy has 
its greatest advantage.

China’s response to Covid-19 
borrowed a page from its playbook in 
2008, when it ring-fenced its financial 
markets from the toxic fallout of the 
subprime crisis. The objective back 

then was crystal clear from the start: 
address the source of the shock, itself, 
rather than the collateral damage 
the shock caused. The CN¥4 trillion 
($596.4 billion) fiscal stimulus of 
2008-09 worked only because China 
had taken strong actions to insulate 
its markets from a virulent financial 
contagion.

China’s approach today is similar: 
fi rst, insulate its citizens from a 
virulent pathogenic contagion with 
strict public-health measures aimed at 
containing and mitigating the spread 
of the disease, and then — and only 
then — make judicious use of monetary 
and fi scal policy to reinforce the 
post-lockdown snapback. This is very 
diff erent from the approach taken in the 
US, where the post-lockdown debate is 
more about using monetary and fi scal 
policies as front-line instruments of 
economic liberation, rather than relying 
on disciplined public-health measures 
aimed at virus containment.

This underscores the sharp contrast 
between China’s Covid-fi rst strategy 
and the America-fi rst approach 
of US President Donald Trump’s 
administration. In China, unlike the 
US, there is no political and public 
resistance to masks, social distancing, 
and aggressive testing as requisite 
norms of the Covid-19 era. Meanwhile, 
the US is in the midst of its third 
serious wave of infection while China 
continues to exercise prompt and 
eff ective control over new outbreaks. 
Earlier this autumn, for example, some 
nine million citizens in Qingdao were 
tested in just fi ve days after a relatively 
small outbreak aff ecting fewer than 20 
residents. By contrast, Trump wears his 
own experience with Covid-19 infection 
as some perverse badge of courage, 
rather than as a warning of what may lie 
ahead.

In this context, China’s impressive 
GDP results in the third quarter stand 
in even sharper contrast with the 
precarious post-lockdown state of the 
US economy. Ongoing distress in the 
US labour market — unemployment 
insurance claims remained above 
800,000 on a four-week moving 
average through mid-October, and the 
7.9% national unemployment rate in 
September was still more than double 
its pre-pandemic 3.5% level — leaves 
America’s consumer-led economy 
highly vulnerable to a setback. The 
confl uence of a new Covid-19 wave 
with the on-again, off -again political 
debate over another fi scal relief package 
has eff ectively neutralised the animal 
spirits that have long powered economic 
recovery in the US.

While China’s 11.2% sequential 
(annualised) growth in the third 
quarter of this year builds effectively 
on its post-lockdown snapback, 
some lingering signs of weakness are 
evident in several key segments of 
consumer services — namely travel, 
leisure, and entertainment. Human 
nature is the same everywhere, 
with fear and caution enduring, 
even in countries where aggressive 
containment measures are working. 
For those unwilling to focus on 
containment, like the US, the long 
shadow of Covid-19 speaks volumes 
to the ever-present perils of a double-
dip recession. That is exactly what has 
happened in the aftermath of eight of 
the last 11 US recessions. The contrast 
with China’s self-sustaining recovery 
couldn’t be more striking. — Project 
Syndicate

 Stephen S Roach is a faculty member 
at Yale University and the author of 
Unbalanced: The Codependency of 
America and China.
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Central bank digital
currencies on track 
for fi nancial systems

For sure, most major global central banks - including 
the largest, the US Federal Reserve - are now toying with 
the idea of issuing digital currencies.

The Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) has brought to the 
fore one of the most trending economic developments 
currently – the emergence of central bank digital currency 
(CBDC).

Central banks across various jurisdictions are 
increasingly looking at CBDC, while carefully considering 
the potential challenges and implications, according to 
panellists at the recent World Alliance of International 
Financial Centers (WAIFC) annual meeting organised by 
the QFC and the Moscow International Financial Centre.

Where do the major players stand on CBDC?
Fed chair Jerome Powell has said it has made no decision 

yet on issuing a digital currency. 
But the US central bank is an active participant in 

research - while conducting its own - into the prospect 
in partnership with other central banks and the Bank for 
International Settlements (BIS). 

China’s digital yuan is probably the most advanced of 
the several CBDC initiatives.

Seeking to win a first-
mover advantage in the 
race, China has concluded 
its largest pilot project to 
date for a central bank-
backed digital yuan. 

The Bank of Japan has 
said it aims to start early 
phase experiments next 
year on issuing a digital 

currency in order to be ready should demand for one rise 
quickly.

While the BoJ has reiterated it has no immediate plans to 
issue a digital currency, it is trying to keep up with peers.

European Central Bank president Christine Lagarde 
said last week the ECB is “very seriously” looking at the 
creation of a digital euro for the 19-nation currency club.

Recently, a group of seven major central banks including 
the Fed set out how a digital currency might look, in a 
bid to catch up with China’s “trailblazing” and leapfrog 
private projects like Facebook’s Libra stablecoin.

The Group of Twenty (G20) said in a recent report it is 
working with the International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank, and the BIS to formalise the use of CBDC in banking 
systems. 

By the end of 2022, the G20 members, the IMF, the 
World Bank and the BIS will have completed regulatory 
frameworks for CBDC, the report said.

For sure, CBDCs could allow for faster and cheaper 
money transfers across borders, and improve access 
to legal tender in countries where cash supplies are 
dwindling. 

There are potential downsides also.
Depending on the model of CBDC, central banks risk 

either cutting out commercial banks, a vital funding 
source for the real economy, or assuming the direct risks 
and complications of banking the masses. 

Problems in managing a business that’s new to them 
could undermine the public trust that central banks count 
on to let them pursue occasionally unpopular actions like 
interest-rate hikes. 

Central banks now have identified key criteria for 
issuing their own digital currencies.

Digital money will have to co-exist with cash and other 
forms of tender, do no harm to monetary and financial 
stability, and be very cheap or free to use. There should 
also be “an appropriate role for the private sector,” 
according to a report by the BIS, the ECB, and the Fed.

The digital yuan 
is probably the 
most advanced 
of the several 
CBDC initiatives

Locking at source

ON MESSAGE: Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang (centre) speaking to medical workers at the Jinyintan hospital in Wuhan. (Reuters file photo)



power post P6

India took a step forward in its bilateral ties with the United States Tuesday
with the signing of  some significant defence and security pacts. That the
US secretary of  state Mike Pompeo and defence secretary Mark Esper took

a joint trip to New Delhi to sign the agreements is proof  of  the importance
that the US attaches to these deals. The strengthening of  the defence and se-
curity ties at a time when India is engaged in a standoff  with China lasting
about six months now adds to the significance of  the present deals. 

As is pointed out by Pompeo, the relations between India and the US are
growing steadily in the past many years. The disintegration of  India’s close
ally, the Soviet Union, in the 1988-1991 period, which also marked the end of
the Cold War, created conditions for India to re-shape its foreign policy. The
Narasimha Rao government played down on the nation’s Socialism pursuit,
embraced the West’s slogans of  Liberalization, Privatization and Globalization
and changed the course of  Indian diplomacy too to noticeable levels. The AB
Vajpayee-led government followed suit, the UPA governments too took
India’s engagements with the US to new levels. While both the Narendra Modi-
led NDA governments tried to edge closer to the US, the Americans were seen
caught between traditional ties with Pakistan and the newfound surrender
from India somewhat confusing. If  we look back while professing friendship
with India, Prez Trump has always taken steps that have clearly damaged
interests of  India, whether in the matter of  US visas or trade with that
country. The most recent Trump speak was about India being a ‘filthy’ coun-
try with bad air quality. On the other side, the whole world is turning away
from the ideas of  liberalization, privatization and globalization and opting
for safeguarding home markets and industries. In this backdrop, India is still
pursuing a path that has already been eschewed by the leading nations
across the globe. Even if  India tries, dependence on China’s supply chain
cannot be easily cut off  since we have successfully destroyed our indigenous
manufacturing abilities. From firecrackers for Deepavali to power plants pro-
ducing electricity, India is using everything made in China. Banning a few
Apps is fine for political optics but not for holding the economy in order.

This is the fourth time that Pompeo is visiting India in the course of  the
past nearly four years of  the Trump administration. Both Trump and his
predecessor Barack Obama visited India and signed several bilateral agree-
ments. So far no good. Nothing has come out of  all those deals. This recent
signing of  the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) for
Geopolitical Cooperation in New Delhi could mark a watershed in the ties
between India and the US. This will facilitate sharing of  latest military
technology as also classified satellite data apart from having mutual access
to geospatial maps. Among other benefits, it is being told that the pact will
help India aim missiles and drones on enemy targets with more precision.

These pacts are seen in the backdrop of  the Chinese designs along the LAC.
A full-fledged military cooperation is far from what’s done now and will have
its serious implications. Such a military tie might require a national con-
sensus as this would involve India too entering the field to fight future
American military expeditions. Body bags can come in and public sentiments
could turn against the government. Also, China being India’s close neigh-
bour, any US offensive against China could put India in the firing line first.
The US is readying to challenge China in the South China Sea and the Indo-
Pacific. The Quad alliance involving Japan, Australia, India and the US is
getting strengthened with a naval drill styled as Malabar Exercise in the Arabian
Sea next month, as a follow up to a Quad meeting in Tokyo sometime ago. 

Notably, all these might not suffice India to take on China in a real war, the
chances of  which are strengthening by the day. In such an eventuality, the Indian
government is mindful of  the possibility of  a two-pronged war in which India
will have to defend its territories on the western side and the longer northern
stretch simultaneously as Pakistan too might step in and try to take advantage.
Such collusion between China and Pakistan cannot be ruled out in view of  the
strong ties both those two nations have been enjoying in recent times. 

China’s economic might was built mainly in the past two decades after
the turn of  the century. If  at all India with its limited economic abilities had
made a matching try, spending billions more into defence purchases, it
would have seriously affected the nation’s economic well-being and the na-
tion’s welfare steps for the large army of  the poor. The former governments
cannot be blamed for holding on to such a line of  thinking.

While this BECA may seem attractive to some, there are others who may
point out the US-India Nuclear Treaty of  2008 as another example of  utter
failure. The signing of  that pact had not only threatened the very survival
of  the Manmohan Singh-led UPA-1 government but brought along multiple
charges of  bribery and horse trading in its wake. Yet, in spite of  all the noise
and fury, nothing has come out of  that deal. The present deal, signed by an
American administration barely days before the Presidential election in the
US may have political intonations that could negate the interests of  India.
Reports claim Prez Trump, who was keen on garnering support of  the peo-
ple of  Indian origin living in the US, is now desperate and this agreement
being signed in the last week of  his being in office is to bolster that support
that is plainly dwindling for him. It may be claimed that Prime Minister Modi
could be in the know of  something very vital about the US elections and that
makes him super confident about Trump getting re-elected and so has gone
ahead with this deal. The ‘Howdy Modi’ and ‘Namaste Trump’ programs could
be the torch bearers of  this understanding. 

Still, any change that may result in the US election could prove not only
as a major diplomatic debacle for India but may also affect its security con-
cerns in relation to China. And again, even if  Trump returns, his attitude
towards India will most likely be retained as seen in the past four years.

T he upcoming U.S. presiden-
tial election will decide who
will lead the country for the

next four years: 74-year-old Donald
Trump, the incumbent president,
or 77-year-old Joe Biden, the former
vice president.

India, meanwhile, is being led by
a relative youngster: Narendra
Modi, who is only 70.

He’s a youngster compared to
Biden and Trump, as well as some
of  his predecessors, including Dr.
Manmohan Singh, who was prime
minister until age 81, and Atal
Behari Vajpayee, who served until
age 77.

Much has been made in America
about Biden’s and Trump’s ages,
with Biden’s supporters and
Trump’s supporters suggesting
that the other candidate is showing
signs of  physical or mental decline. 

Biden’s supporters contend that
Trump’s motor skills are dimin-
ishing, and Trump’s supporters re-
spond by saying, “Motor skills?
He’s a president. Why does he need
to know how to ride a motorcycle?” 

Trump’s supporters, in turn,
contend that Biden is losing it men-
tally. “In a crisis, will he be able to
react fast enough?” they ask. “Will
he be able to process information

quickly and send out an instant
tweet blaming someone else?” 

If  Biden is elected president, he
will be 78 at his inauguration next
January, becoming the oldest
American president ever. But that
doesn’t worry me in the least —
and not just because Kamala Harris
is ready to take over.

While it’s true that our health de-
clines as we age, sometimes rapidly,
many of  us retain our mental fac-
ulties and can be extremely pro-
ductive in our seventies, eighties and
nineties. 

History is full of  examples of
older achievers, people who did-
n’t let age keep them from doing
great things.

Ronald Reagan, for example,
served as president of  America in
his seventies and was so efficient
and mentally alert, he often suc-

ceeded in dressing himself. Just
as surprising to political observers,
Reagan was extremely active and
often jogged all the way from the
front of  the White House to the
dining room. No shortcuts through
the kitchen.

Yes, despite his advanced age,
Reagan effectively handled the top
job in America, partly because he
never forgot vital information,
such as the shortest route to the
bathroom. In fact, his memory was
so good, whenever he met an at-
tractive

intern, he remembered he was
married (unlike Bill Clinton). That’s
the type of  memory more people
should have.

Then there’s the legendary as-
tronaut John Glenn, who returned
to space at age 77 — more than
three decades after his first mission

— and managed to return to Earth
in one piece (two, if  you count his
dentures). He became the oldest
person ever to travel into outer
space, not to mention the baldest.
I mean, boldest.

Many writers, of  course, keep
writing as long as their heart is beat-
ing. Some of  them are truly inspi-
rational. Sid Hartman kept writing
thrice-weekly sports columns for a
daily newspaper in Minnesota until
his recent death at age 100. The word
‘retirement’ was not in his vocabu-
lary. To be retired, you first have to
be tired. And he was never tired.

India’s legendary Khushwant
Singh was also productive until
his death at age 99. According to his
obituary in the New York Times,
Singh “lived a disciplined, habitual
life. In recent years he rose at 4
am, wrote in the mornings, rested
in the afternoons and received vis-
itors at 7 every evening, usually
drinking two shots of  whiskey.”

That’s a schedule I’d love to keep
in my old age, but who am I kidding?
My obituary will probably say this:
“In recent years he went to bed at
4 am, slept in the mornings, wrote
in the afternoons and received vis-
itors at 7 every evening, usually
taking two shots of  insulin.”

Old is gold, can be greatly productive

MORAL TIPPING POINT
W

ithin the space of  the
next month, as the
autumn leaves here
in the northeastern

United States are swept away by
the winds of  approaching winter,
the country will make a choice as
consequential as any we have seen
in recent history. The US election
on November 3 will have global im-
plications as dangerous as the
looming climate crisis, or as prom-
ising as a major scientific break-
through that enables shared pros-
perity. But this depends not on
the wiles of  nature or the mys-
teries of  science. It depends on
US voters.

The election will mark a turn-
ing point for the US and the world.
The fact that President Donald
Trump still has some chance of
winning a second four-year term
leaves me baf fled.  Why do
Republican voters and leaders
support him?

When my wife and I moved from
Delhi to small-town America in
1994, with two small children who
would have to adjust to a new
school and make new friends, we
were apprehensive. But we were
surprised at how quickly we found
a home and general acceptance, not
just in Ithaca and neighbouring
towns like Trumansburg, which
are known for being progressive
and open (or, in Trump’s parlance,
‘Communist’), but also in the cities
and suburbs of  New York, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

Many of  these areas tradition-
ally lean Republican, and one would
find no shortage of  signs and plac-
ards expressing that allegiance.
But stop into a small shop or diner,
and you would almost always be met
with a friendly response. Talk to the
people, and you would find that
while their views about politics
and the economy may differ, they
were welcoming, civil, and decent.
Later, when I moved to Washington,
DC, I had plenty of  ideological dif-
ferences with the Republican Party
leaders I met, but I didn’t see that
as a problem. As the Nobel laure-
ate economist Amartya Sen notes
in The Argumentative Indian, ar-
gument and contestation are a sta-
ple of  democracy.

When debating with
Republicans, I could see that they
had a genuine commitment to
their ideas and were following a
moral compass. I appreciated that
their party has a great history,
and this was further confirmed
by my official and personal expe-
rience working at the World Bank.

I was anxious when I first met
Larry Pressler, a Republican US
senator who represented South
Dakota from 1979 to 1997 and had
taken positions on international
trade, business, and foreign pol-
icy that I did not share. Yet the
more I got to know Larry, the more
I was impressed by his decency,
honesty, and adherence to princi-
ple. And I appreciated that he was
willing to make personal sacrifices
for moral principle. My wife and I
became close friends with him and
his wife, Harriet, and I was not
surprised when he openly opposed
Donald Trump in the 2016 election.

Indeed, the more I listen to
Trump, the more I become con-
vinced that he is not the kind of
Republican I have known. He
stands for himself  and nothing
else. When called out for paying al-
most no federal income taxes, his
response was “That makes me
smart,” implying that people who
do pay taxes are stupid. In light of
these and so many other com-
ments, how can Republicans with
any principles support him?

To be sure, it is not easy to dis-
tance oneself  from the head of
one’s  par ty.  Yet  plenty of
Republican leaders have done so.
Former Republican National
Committee Chairman Michael
Steele, former Ohio Governor
John Kasich,  for mer
Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Christine Todd
Whitman, former Secretary of
State Colin Powell, and Mitt
Romney, now a Senator for Utah,

have all shown moral courage vis-
à-vis Trump.

One may or may not like the
Democratic ticket. I personally
consider former Vice President
Joe Biden and Senator Kamala
Harris of  California too middle of
the road. I would have preferred
a more radical agenda. But at least
they stand for something. Biden
does not avoid paying taxes and
then brag about it. He does not
use foul language or demean oth-
ers. He will not routinely embar-
rass America on the global stage.
Both Biden and Harris have em-
pathy for ordinary people.

I would not expect a Biden ad-
ministration to usher in a radical
shift in US policy. But it absolutely
would restore a sense of  deco-
rum, decency, and stability at the
helm, and those attributes are
urgently needed at the moment.

Republicans should realise that
if  Biden wins next month, they can
still compete for future votes and
seek to return to power through
the democratic process. If  Biden
were to lose in 2024, he would
leave office with dignity, as should
happen in any democracy. If
T r ump wins,  however,
Republicanism as we know it will
be over. The values I once saw on
display in small-town America,
and the principles for which the
GOP has long stood, will have
been abandoned.

Given America’s importance
as a source of  global leadership,
it is no wonder that so many good
people around the world are root-
ing for Biden to win, and to win
big. Republicans who still stand for
something should be doing the same,
and declaring their support for
Biden openly. With America’s moral
standing now hanging in the balance,
they owe it to their country.

The writer, a former Chief
Economist of  the World Bank
and Chief  Economic Adviser

to the Government of  India, is
Professor of  Economics at

Cornell University and 
Non-resident Senior Fellow at

the Brookings Institution.
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The joy of service and the joy of
inner growth through works are
the sufficient recompense of the
selfless worker. 

SRI AUROBINDO

JEST

I WOULD NOT
EXPECT A BIDEN

ADMINISTRATION
TO USHER 

IN A RADICAL
SHIFT IN US 

POLICY. BUT IT
ABSOLUTELY

WOULD RESTORE
A SENSE OF
DECORUM,

DECENCY, AND
STABILITY AT 

THE HELM, 
AND THOSE 

ATTRIBUTES ARE
URGENTLY 

NEEDED AT THE
MOMENT

Kaushik Basu

US ELECTIONS

Readers of Orissa POST
are most welcome to contribute letters
(200 words), articles and
columns (between 750-1250
words). Contributors are
requested to send their
contact numbers and full
postal address/email ID. They may also
send in their valuable comments, opinion
and suggestions, preferably by email, 
to: edit@orissapost.com

B-15, Rasulgarh Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-751010

Letters
TO THE EDITOR

HISTORY IS FULL
OF EXAMPLES OF

OLDER ACHIEVERS,
PEOPLE WHO 

DIDN’T LET AGE
KEEP THEM 

FROM DOING 
GREAT THINGS 

Melvin Durai

Covid vaccine

Sir, These days, corruption, deception and
dishonesty are the driving forces of  our
system. Now it’s the turn of  coronavirus
that has taken the responsibility of  sav-
ing the ruling class and the systems from
closer scrutiny. A central minister prom-
ises corona vaccine free of  cost to Bihar
people if  the party is elected again to
power. Why only Bihar and why not the
whole country? Corona is a global pan-
demic so our thought should be global not
personal. As the director of  AIIMS Dr
Randeep Guleria says, “We want to de-
crease the number of  the infected and the
mortality rate, it does not matter what is
your economic status.” Now the world is
a global village so we have to make a
global vaccine plan. 

Asit Mohanty, JAJPUR

Discom rebate

Sir, The power discom’s much hyped rebate to millions of  domestic consumers raises ques-
tions on its intention as well as of  the government-run OERC and also on how such mat-
ters have remained neglected for decades! The discom says the customer needs to avail the
rebate of  2 per cent on online payment and another percentage during the due payment pe-
riod which is five days away. Suppose on the 13th of  a month, a metre-reading was taken and
given to a household, the rebate of  a certain per cent can be cut only if  the consumer pays
the bill dues within five days -- by the 18th of  the month. What type of  rebate can this be to
millions of  domestic consumers in Odisha? Firstly, the discom meter-reading date is not fixed.
The staff  used to do this on different dates every month, and at times they come for this after
two months. One may find that in this erratic schedule of  bills only five days are given for
rebate instead of  the period till another bill is served on the consumer. No one may be able
to deposit the dues within such a short time. After five days of  rebate period, the bill again
shows a higher amount which the consumer is forced to pay due to his failure to deposit the
cash within the rebate period. Those paying regularly are being exploited while the defaulters
get benefited by not making the payment for long and finally getting a huge cut on a big de-
faulted amount under OTS. The OERC is urged to ensure that the customer paying dues reg-
ularly must be given a rebate time till the serving of  another bill and a discount may be con-
sidered as a rebate to such customers.

Janaki Ballav Dash, MAYURBHANJ
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Social to economic justice

In a paradigm shift in an assembly election jobs have become a major talk-
ing point in Bihar. It used to be water, electricity and roads. Not anymore.
Days after RJD’s young leader and Lalu Prasad Yadav’s protégé Tejashwi

Yadav announced 10 lakh government jobs, BJP went a step further and in its
manifesto promised 19 lakh jobs and free coronavirus vaccine. 

Tejashwi, in an interview to the media recently, has said that the needs of
the times have changed. From ‘social justice’ (a battle cry for the Mulayams
and Laloos from the beginning of  this century) his call has changed to ‘eco-
nomic justice’. Though people are well aware of  the fact that the job rhetorics
are hyperbole, there is a wave of  palpable anger and widespread disen-
chantment among the people of  Bihar with the leadership of  CM Nitish
Kumar.The same was visible a few days ago when a section of  people chanted
the names of  opposition candidates during a rally addressed by the JD(U)
leader. Even the Mahadalits who have been unwavering in their support for
the Bihar CM of  three successive terms are disillusioned. Apart from anti-
incumbency, the JD(U) leader is also facing a resilient RJD with its young
leader Tejashwi who is drawing huge crowds at his rallies. It’s still early to
say whether these crowds would translate into votes but the migrant crisis
caused by coronavirus lockdown and widespread unemployment are major
headaches for the incumbent CM.

Chirag Paswan, son of  late Ram Vilas Paswan, has been scathing in his
criticism on Nitish Kumar. The Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) leader has repeatedly
expressed his admiration for Prime Minister Narendra Modi while deriding
Nitish Kumar. The NDA coalition could not retain the LJP in the pre-poll al-
liance and that party has fielded candidates against the JD(U).

Interestingly, 21 out of  its 134 candidates that the LJP has fielded are for-
mer BJP functionaries who are taking on JD(U) on the LJP symbol. Several
local BJP leaders have also extended their clandestine support to the LJP in-
stead of  the JD(U). These candidates, if  elected, would happily return to the
BJP fold and Chirag would truly become a one-time flaming torch.

The Bihar CM’s victory in 2005 and 2010 was the outcome of  a successful
pre-poll coalition that brought various caste groups together with the help
of  the RJD once and the BJP another time along with other influential local
leaders. In 2015, he joined hands with Lalu Prasad, who had his own winning
combination of  Yadavs and Muslims. He then split from Lalu, whose absence,
this time around, should have made the fight easier for the CM, but given the
discord within the NDA, that is not the case.
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Test of governance 

Betrayal by MPs
Starting with the abrogation of
Articles 370 and 35A in 2019,
there has been an aura of secrecy
till the passing of an Act by Par-
liament. The CAA was passed and
people against it started protest-
ing only after its clearance by Par-
liament. Recently, three Bills
relating to agriculture were
approved by Parliament and most
stakeholders came to know about
these only when these were being
passed. The agenda of Parliament
is circulated well in advance to all
MPs, but they don't bother about
it. They don't study it and don' t
discuss it with voters and stake-
holders in their constituencies.
That is why the current trend of
protests after passing of the legis-
lation. It is a great failure of MPs,
whether ruling or the opposition!
It's nothing but betrayal. 

VINAY KUMAR MALHOTRA, AMBALA 

Cut out politics
One wonders where the intelligen-
sia of the country has disappeared.
We have the best brains, yet there
seems to be an absence of serious-
ness in handling important prob-
lems which the nation is facing.
Sadly, it’s the health sector which
is being neglected. How is the
country unable to muster

resources to help the farmers over-
come the parali problem? It
should be taken up as a national
or, and cut out the politics.
COL KULBIR SINGH (RETD), CHANDIGARH

Impossible cutoffs
Every year, Delhi University sees a
spike in cutoffs for admissions.
But this year, the cutoffs have shot
through the roof, with its many
colleges releasing a 100 per cent
cut-off. Being a DU aspirant
myself, I perceive this trend as an
unfavourable indicator of our edu-
cation system. The massive surge
in cutoffs is attributable to the fact
that our system gives more impor-
tance to marks instead of knowl-
edge and the holistic development
of a student. Even students who
get over 90 per cent are left with
few options. I hope that the
National Education Policy-2020
will emerge as a game-changer.

HARSHITA SHARMA, SONEPAT

Out of line
The scathing remarks by Maha-
rashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray
against Himachal Pradesh are nei-
ther warranted nor acceptable. It
appears he is a novice and inexperi-
enced politician. He must preserve
the dignity of his constitutional
post and avoid talking like a local

party worker. Recently, his contro-
versial stand on some policy mat-
ters has damaged his public image.

DEEPAK, BY MAIL

Daughters are a blessing 
I am a proud father of two daugh-
ters and strongly feel that daugh-
ters are the most adorable gift of
God. When a daughter is born, I
don’t think that any couple has a
feeling of regret, but orthodox
people in our society make them
feel time and again that it is a sad
thing. They sympathise with you,
consoling that it is God’s will.
Due to all this, in many cases
even the happy parents start
thinking that something bad has
befallen them. My wife and I had
ourselves experienced this bitter
situation. But I am really happy
that daughters are accepted
whole-heartedly by the families. I
may offend people in saying so,
but daughters are far more love-
able than sons.

BIR DEVINDER SINGH BEDI, SANGRUR

Positive change 
Reference to ‘Acceptance of daugh-
ters growing, shows survey’; it is a
welcome change which will
improve the sex ratio in northern
states. Couples with one or two
daughters only is also a good

change to see, as traditionally,
many couples would go for more
children in the hope of having a
son. Hopefully, it will reduce the
population growth and discrimina-
tion against the girl child. One must
accept any child as a blessing of
God, irrespective of the gender.
Every child is special and unique.

VIKRAMJIT SINGH, AMRITSAR

A chance bond 
I was shocked to learn about the
demise of Kuldip Singh Dhir
(Obituary, October 18) and was
reminded of Allama Iqbal’s
verse: ‘Kalba-e-iflaas mein,
daulat key kaashaaney mein
maut/Dasht-o-dar mein, shaihr
mein, gulshan mein, veeraaney
mein maut.’ Dhir was a great
admirer of my letters published
in The Tribune and often asked
me over the telephone to explain
the meanings of difficult Urdu
and Persian words. He appeared
to be very gentle, polite and pol-
ished. Everytime, he asked me to
see him when I visited Patiala, I
recited the couplet: ‘Milti hai kab
ijaazat-e-deedaar dekhiey/Ab tak
to telephone pe guft-o-shuneed
hai.’ Once, when I went to see
him, he was not at home. May
God bless his soul.

BHAGWAN SINGH, QADIAN

RK Saboo

THE good news shared across
the media in recent days has
been the general slowing down

in the spread of Covid-19 cases in the
country. This is based on the falling
growth rate, which has dropped below
1.5% per day, from 3% at the end of
June. New cases that were close to
touching 1 lakh per day have receded
to below 70,000. Recoveries are signif-
icantly higher than new cases, result-
ing in fewer active cases. Besides, the
mortality rate in India has been
among the lowest in the world. 

These figures bring some cheer, but,
other than daily figures, and occa-
sionally the vaccine status, we soon
tire of Covid news. The Bollywood
ruckus, or IPL, or Bihar news might

interest us more.
Yet, I have often found myself

thinking about the Covid fatalities.
Only 1.06% of detected cases have
died. For families who failed to
make it out of Covid, the statistic is
no comfort. Recently, a close friend
in Ambala passed away after about
three weeks in hospital. He picked
up the infection from the Rotary
Cancer Hospital, where he was a
trustee. His family is shattered.

I see the raddiwalah make his
rounds on a cycle every day in our sec-
tor. He must make his rounds to earn
his daily bread. He wears his mask
always, but still, going house to house,
he faces a high risk of infection. If vul-
nerable persons like him catch the
virus, it is hoped that the administra-
tion will take care of treatment. But if

he is the single bread-earner in the
family, who will the family turn to in
the event of a tragedy? The family
might be at the mercy of fate — for
their livelihood, and the future of chil-
dren or elders in it. A civil society
should not allow such families to be
doomed. Such community enlighten-
ment reflects the culture, educated,
compassionate citizens. NGOs, philan-
thropic individuals, and associations
must come forward and work togeth-
er with the district authorities to iden-
tify and support such families.

About 50 years ago, my brother suc-
cumbed to a heart attack. He was 40.
I was even younger. I have never for-
gotten how fragile life can be, and that
we need to take care to safeguard it.
And in the uncertain and dangerous
times of the pandemic, one must

remember and reach out to the most
vulnerable in our society. There
may be a lull in the cases, but we
must not be complacent. The dis-
ease may rebound, as we are seeing
in the US and Europe.

As we enter our festival period, a
news item on the first day of the
Navratras caught my eye. In one of
Kolkata’s numerous puja pandals,
the organising committee decided to
install an idol of a woman migrant
worker with her children, as a sym-
bol of Maa Durga. Some persons
objected to it, but I felt it was a novel
way to convey the dignity of women
and their struggles, and the
omnipresence of the Almighty in
every human being. And silently I
prayed to Maa for her beneficence on
all, especially the needy.

SENIOR POLITICAL COMMENTATOR

THE Bihar Assembly polls and
the byelections to 28 seats in
Madhya Pradesh will be the
first test of public opinion in

India after the outbreak of Covid-19. 
The pandemic has affected voter

choices elsewhere. It is dominating
the discourse in the US presidential
poll. New Zealand PM Jacinda
Ardern won a second term for suc-
cessfully handling the coronavirus
crisis. People are questioning — or
endorsing — their leadership on the
basis of what they have done or failed
to do to tackle the health crisis. 

This does not seem to be the case in
India. At least not so far. Joblessness,
compounded by Covid, has emerged
as an issue in Bihar and Tejashwi
Yadav’s promise to create 10 lakh
jobs has found resonance. It spurred
the BJP to promise 19 lakh jobs. But
there are no signs of Covid having
emerged as a poll issue. Nor has there
been visible anger against inade-
quate medical facilities in the rural
and semi-rural areas, an abysmal fail-
ure of public healthcare.  

Since reverse migration took place
in March and April on a mass scale,
little information has come from the
villages on how those who returned
home have coped. The Bihar verdict
will therefore be a barometer of what
matters to people today in the midst
of the pandemic. Rarely have eco-
nomic issues been a factor in Bihar
polls; they have been mostly fought
on caste alliances. 

There are reports that Nitish
Kumar has been losing ground.
But so far, conventional wisdom
had it that Nitish would make it
because the ‘other side’ was in a
state of disarray. The last days have

shown huge crowds coming to
Tejashwi’s meetings. It may have
less to do with Tejashwi and more
to do with an underlying anger and
helplessness in sections of the
‘janata’. The response to RJD ral-
lies has taken the party workers by
surprise and created consternation
in the Nitish camp.

If people are looking at 30-year-old
Tejashwi, in preference to Nitish
Kumar, under whose rule governance
did improve compared to the Lalu-
Rabri rule, though not enough, it is
time to take note. If the PM’s cam-
paigning is not able to bail out the
beleaguered CM—if that does hap-
pen—it will only go to show the
nature of the crisis we confront today,
which cannot be dealt with by trotting
out old formulae. 

Unlike Bihar, where the govern-
ment can change, there is little
chance of the government in MP
being dethroned as a result of the
bypolls. Whatever be the hopes
that former CM Kamal Nath may
harbour about the outcome of the

28 Assembly bypolls on November
3, the arithmetic is arraigned
against the Congress.  

The BJP needs only nine of these 28
seats to be able to form a government
on its own. It has 107 seats in the 230-
member House and is propped up in
power with the support of four Inde-
pendents, two BSP MLAs and a sus-
pended SP legislator. 

The Congress, on the other hand,
will need to win all 28 seats to cross
the halfway mark, given that it has
88 seats in the Assembly. Of
course, Kamal Nath has stated that
even if they manage to win 20-21 of
these seats, they will be able to
cobble together a government with
the help of the ‘others’ who can
always switch sides!

More than the survival of the govern-
ment, what is at stake in MP is the pres-
tige and position of individual leaders.

The one likely to be affected the
most is Jyotiraditya Scindia who
walked out of the Congress with 22
MLAs. It led to the fall of the Kamal
Nath government—necessitating the

bypolls. Sixteen of the MLAs who
walked out with him belong to the
Gwalior-Chambal belt, considered his
fiefdom. Many of the MLAs were
inducted into the Shivraj Chouhan
government to please Scindia and
enable them to fight the bypolls from
a position of strength. The Congress
had won 27 out of the 28 seats in the
2018 Assembly elections. 

The role Scindia will come to play in
his new party will be directly propor-
tional to the number of seats he wins
in the bypolls. Will he emerge as the
new star on the BJP horizon, an artic-
ulate leader with a mass following
who can deliver this region into the
BJP’s kitty as promised? Or will he
be consigned to the sidelines of the
saffron party, as one of the many who
entered its portals but did not get
what they hoped for? 

The BJP has both categories of peo-
ple—those it has used and then mar-
ginalised. And others, like Himanta
Biswa Sarma, who also came from the
Congress but to whom the BJP has
entrusted a central role in Assam and
the entire Northeast. 

The stakes are equally high for
Chouhan. The best-case scenario
would be to win enough seats to be
comfortable without having to
depend on smaller parties. And yet,
not win too many which would
strengthen Scindia’s position,
enabling him to do backseat driving. 

Theoretically speaking, the BJP-
Scindia combination should have
won most of the 28 seats, given that
the Gwalior Chambal belt is
Scindia’s stronghold. But that is not
the way politics always pans out. He
has to contend with the disaffec-
tion—and maybe silent opposition—
of all those in the BJP who have
been denied ticket in seats they con-
sidered their terrain for years, now
handed over to ‘outsiders’. 

The question that cannot be
wished away is this: If the Bihar vot-
er is gripped by anger, can MP, which
had witnessed a similar phenome-
non of migrant workers walking
back and consequent loss of employ-
ment, be insulated?
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thought for the day
Voters don’t decide issues, they decide who will 

decide issues. — George Will

NOT ENOUGH: If Modi’s campaigning is unable to bail out Nitish, it will show the nature
of the crisis we confront today, which can’t be dealt with by trotting out old formulae.
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Freight trouble 
Centre-state stalemate disrupting economic activity 

AMID a legislative tug-of-war and political one-upmanship, the
farmers’ agitation in Punjab has triggered a faceoff between
the state and the Centre over the operation of goods trains.

On Monday, the Punjab Government asked Union Railway Minister
Piyush Goyal to intervene after the Northern Railway extended the
suspension of goods train services in the state till October 29 as
protesting farmers were reportedly still blocking the tracks at some
places. Putting the onus on the Punjab authorities, Goyal sought an
assurance from the state government regarding the safety of trains
and their crew members to restore freight services. 

Throwing its weight behind the farmers, the Punjab Vidhan Sab-
ha had passed three farm Bills on October 20 to counter the Centre’s
laws. The move prompted farmer bodies to relax their ‘rail roko’ stir,
allowing the movement of goods trains while taking into considera-
tion the shortage of coal and fertilisers. However, the Railways legiti-
mately does not want conditions and stipulations that cannot be com-
plied with. The protesters should not block the lifeline any longer.

The longer this stalemate lasts, the harder it will hit the economy
not only of Punjab but also of the neighbouring state of Himachal
Pradesh and the union territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.
Notwithstanding their differences over the farm laws, the Centre
and the Punjab Government need to ensure that economic activity
is not disrupted. With over 200 farmer unions from various states
having decided to launch nationwide protests in the first week of
November against the farm Acts, both governments must find a mid-
dle ground at the earliest. The Centre, in particular, needs to do a lot
more to bridge the trust deficit. Though they have been on the
warpath for over a month, farmer bodies are still awaiting a meeting
with the Union Agriculture Minister. Their representatives had
walked out of a meeting with the agriculture secretary in New Delhi
a fortnight ago as no minister was present to hear them out. Giving
short shrift to the protesters will only worsen the situation. 

Bihar votes
Nitish Kumar eyes fourth term

CHIEF MINISTER of 15 years, Nitish Kumar faces strong anti-
incumbency as Bihar votes for or against a fourth term for
the Janata Dal (United) leader in what is being billed as a ref-

erendum on his performance. Seventy-one of the total 243 Assem-
bly constituencies, spread over 16 districts, will go to polls in the
first phase today. After the second and third phases on November 3
and 7, respectively, the results will be announced on November 10.
Only last year, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) won all but
one of the Lok Sabha seats in the state, raising hopes of a repeat
show in the Assembly elections. Nitish’s third stint, however, has
been a pale shadow of the first two. The prospects were dealt a fur-
ther blow by the pandemic-induced lockdown, and the hardships
faced by the migrants returning home. 

The Rashtriya Janata Dal, the former ruling coalition partner
ditched by Nitish to realign with the BJP in 2017, has been quick to
cash in on the palpable anger on the street. The main Opposition par-
ty has propelled the development deficit and unemployment as key
election issues, but translating the momentum into votes is what
counts. For the RJD, that could be an uphill task. Made more diffi-
cult by NDA ally Lok Janshakti Party, which has muddled the elec-
toral tussle by fielding candidates against Nitish’s party. The BJP
senses in it an opportunity to go one up on JD (U). 

The caste arithmetic and shifting alliance configurations are a
hallmark of Bihar elections, a robust political battlefield, but with
historically low voting levels. The turnout would be of particular con-
cern for every party this time, given the pandemic threat. With 7.3
crore voters, the Bihar Assembly election is not only the first major
electoral exercise in India since the Covid-19 outbreak, but also the
largest in the world so far. For the Election Commission, its success-
ful conduct would count as a remarkable achievement.

While joblessness has emerged as an election issue, Covid has not

NEERJA CHOWDHURY

on this day...100 years ago

PUNJAB GOVERNMENT’S EXPLANATION. 
THE Punjab Government’s communique on the subject of the application of the
Seditious Meetings Act to three districts in this province, which we reproduced from
the Civil and Military Gazette yesterday, and which we have since received
ourselves, has undoubtedly this to be said for it that the language is not unnecessarily
bitter. It is a plain statement of the Government’s case and not an angry statement,
such as Sir Michael O’Dwyer would have issued on a similar occasion. It begins by
recalling that “on several occasions during the year the Lieutenant-Governor has
made appeals to the public in the Province to avoid strikes and to restore good
feelings between the different communities of the Punjab and between those
communities and the Government”, that “with the object in view such restrictions as
existed on the freedom of public speech were allowed to lapse some months before
the close of the year and the fullest possible liberation of public speech was allowed”,
and “the Lieutenant-Governor found it necessary for the Government to make use
of the powers given in by law for controlling the right of public meeting.” It goes on to
say that during the five months which had passed since this warning “speeches
given at public meetings in the Punjab have only too frequently been violent in
character and have extended to wider and less intelligent audiences”, that
“many of those delivered during the last few weeks in the central area of the
Province have been clearly aimed at promoting hatred between different
communities and between the various communities and the Government”, and
that “a continuance of public speaking on these lines must in the opinion of the
Lieutenant-Governor lead at no distant date to outbreaks of violence and
disorder.” While it is free from the O’Dwyerian spirit of bitterness, we cannot say
that it makes out anything like a plausible case for the Government’s action.

lahore,thursday, october 28, 1920 
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Lest they are left behind

If the Bihar voter is gripped by anger, can MP, which had
seen a similar phenomenon of migrant workers walking
back and consequent loss of employment, be insulated?
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IN the US presidential debate,
there was one key economic
issue on which both candidates
were at complete variance with

each other. And that was fossil fuels.
Democratic nominee Joe Biden
vowed to transition from the oil
industry to renewables. Incumbent
President Donald Trump, on the oth-
er hand, remained friendly to the oil
and gas sector, even terming these
comments as big mistakes, given the
reliance of several states’ economies
on this industry.

Biden clarified later that he only
meant federal subsidies would be
withdrawn from oil companies and
also that fracking, widely considered
hazardous to the environment,
would not be banned. 

This fractious debate over the need to
phase out fossil fuels is not just taking
place in the biggest economy, it is hap-
pening all over the world.

It is partly due to the Covid crisis and
partly because of the growing recogni-
tion of the environmental impact. But
the immediate predicament for the
hydrocarbons sector has undoubtedly
been the pandemic. The global oil
industry, which was looking forward to
higher prices and increased demand at
the beginning of 2020, now faces a con-
tinued softening of prices as well as a
prolonged spell of low global con-

sumption. Oil-exporting countries are
expected to face a contraction in
growth by 6.6 per cent this year,
according to estimates by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF).

It may have been Covid which creat-
ed the situation, but the spotlight is
now also on the future of fossil fuels as
climate change is becoming a reality.
With the push being made on renew-
able energy and electric-driven vehi-
cles in most countries, the long-term
outlook for hydrocarbons looks
increasingly pessimistic. European oil
companies like Shell, BP and Total are
already talking in terms of energy
transition and integrating climate
change into future plans. 

Having said this, for the time being,
these remain the dominant fuel of
choice and even Biden conceded as
much by saying that they are not
going anywhere soon.

The global turmoil in the hydrocar-
bons sector has had its impact on this
country as well. It has unsurprisingly
had a positive effect, at least for the
time being. For an economy facing a
huge growth contraction of over 10 per
cent this year, the dip in oil prices has
become one of the positives of the
Covid calamity. And this is not just a
short-term phenomenon. It will likely
continue right up to next year.

The IMF’s latest economic outlook
says a dramatic recovery of crude oil
prices cannot be expected anytime
soon. It predicts prices will be in the
range of $40 to $50 per barrel in 2021.
This is in contrast to the average of
$71 per barrel for the benchmark
Brent crude in 2018. The decline is
balm to the ears of a country that has
to procure 85 per cent of its fuel needs
from abroad and is currently the third
largest oil importer in the world. 

The price crash earlier this year
even helped the country to pur-
chase enough crude to fill the
gigantic caverns meant for 5.3 mil-
lion tonnes of strategic reserves.
These had been only half full till
then. The opportunity to fill them at
the rock bottom prices of around
$25 per barrel came in April and
May, giving the country an extra
nine days of crude oil stocks.

While this golden opportunity was
grabbed in a timely manner, the gov-
ernment did not take an equally posi-
tive approach on retail pricing of
petroleum products. Instead of pass-
ing on the benefits of lower world
prices to consumers, it raised excise
duties to mop up resources. At a time
when the public was suffering grave
hardships due to the industrial shut-
down and job losses following the
lockdown, it failed to ease the pain of

rising inflation by reducing fuel costs.
In the coming years, however, the

country needs to prepare for shifting
away from fossil fuels which includes
coal as well as oil. The dark clouds of
pollution hanging over many cities,
including the capital Delhi, as well as
sharp changes in climatic conditions,
like unusual flooding, make it clear
that more attention needs to be paid to
the environment.

The dilemma in an emerging econo-
my like India is the same as in a devel-
oped country like the US where Don-
ald Trump still gets support for his
anti-climate science point of view. The
reason is the petroleum, coal and
ancillary industries account for an
enormous number of jobs in both
countries. They also provide massive
revenue to government coffers.

The significance of petroleum,
specifically in this country, can be

gauged from the fact that it has been
kept out of the purview of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST). This enables
the states to continue imposing heavy
duties on petroleum products, mak-
ing them a major source of revenue
mobilisation. Thus, it is not just the
Centre milking the oil sector by
imposing excise duties, state govern-
ments too add their share to the tax
burden borne by the consumer. The
net result is that India now has the
dubious distinction of levying the
highest taxes on petrol in the world,
as these comprise nearly 70 per cent
of the consumer price.

There is little incentive, therefore, to
shift to renewable sources of energy in
a big way. Even so, there has been con-
siderable commitment to expanding
the scope of renewables in recent
years. One of the reasons could be the
tangible impact of climate change in
the form of extreme weather condi-
tions and natural disasters through-
out the country. 

One can only hope that the targets
envisaged in Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's address to an energy con-
ference this week will ultimately be
met. He maintained India is not only
on track to meet its COP21 commit-
ment of 175 gigawatts (GW) of ener-
gy generation from renewable ener-
gy by 2022, but has even extended
the target to 450 GW.

The fact is, however, that the process
of shifting from fossil fuels to renew-
able energy is going to be a slow and
painful process. What is going to be
critical in this respect will ultimately
be the political commitment to carry-
ing out this transition. Issues of rev-
enue and employment are bound to be
major constraints but if there is a will,
there is always a way. 

DILEMMA: Petroleum and coal sectors account for an enormous number of jobs. They also provide massive revenue to the government.

Petroleum in India has been
kept out of the purview of

GST. This enables the states
to continue imposing heavy

duties on petroleum
products, making them a
major source of revenue

mobilisation. There is little
incentive, therefore, to shift

to renewable sources of
energy in a big way. Even so,
there has been commitment

to expanding the scope of
renewables in recent years.

IN the summer of 1985, a massive
event was organised simultane-
ously at the Wembley Stadium in
the United Kingdom and the

John F Kennedy Stadium in the Unit-
ed States. An estimated 1.9 billion
people across 150 nations watched
the Live Aid concert.

As an aspiring law student in Eng-
land, I was one of the 1.9 billion who
watched this global event, as 70 of
the world’s biggest bands got
together to raise money to combat
hunger in Ethiopia.

Thirty-five years later, we are dis-
cussing hunger once again. This
time, it is not Ethiopia, but India.
India, the home of the Green Revolu-
tion now lags behind Ethiopia on the
Global Hunger Index (GHI). The five
countries ranked just above India are
Tanzania, Burkina Faso, Congo,
Ethiopia and Angola; while the five
countries that rank just below India
are Sudan, North Korea, Rwanda,
Nigeria and Afghanistan.

In an alternative universe, a coun-
try facing such a ‘serious’ hunger
issue would have embarked on a
farmer-incentivisation programme
on a massive scale, announced
more state interventions to ensure
better food production, procure-
ment, storage, and distribution sys-
tem, promoted farmers, and
ensured adherence to time-tested
norms of food procurement.

Almost simultaneously, as the nation
discusses the embarrassing indicators
in combating hunger, an absurd exer-
cise is under way that threatens to
undermine the very basis of Indian

agriculture and rural economy. The
farm laws, passed with the sole intent
of benefiting a select group of chosen
traders, will seriously hurt India’s
already precarious food situation. 

It will result in greater pauperisa-
tion of farmers, agriculturists and
farm labourers, and impact the rural
economy that thrives on agriculture.
In fact, the farm Acts will create pau-
pers out of farmers, and they will only
benefit the elite class of commodity
traders for whom stocking and hoard-
ing are some more malevolent ways
of enriching themselves at the cost of
the vast majority of Indians.

Let us go beyond the Ethiopian
famine almost 35 years ago. Let us
revisit another moment in history in
1965. Far away from Wembley stood a

frail-looking Indian Prime Minister
addressing his compatriots at the
Ramlila Grounds in Delhi. On that
occasion, India’s second Prime Minis-
ter, Lal Bahadur Shastri, gave us a slo-
gan: Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan.

Decades later, Indians relate to the
messaging in this slogan very well. A
vast majority of our jawans come from
kisan families. Do not forget that the
sword arm of India is nurtured in the
farmlands of India.

In June this year, I went to condole
the martyrdom of a soldier from Pun-
jab who had sacrificed his life fighting
enemy soldiers in the Galwan valley.
The 22-year-old belonged to a small
marginal farming family in Moga dis-
trict, and he was one of the four brave-
hearts from Punjab who embraced

martyrdom. Not surprisingly, most of
them come from farming families or
families that rely on agriculture.

This creates another challenge for
the majority of Indian families.
Their families’ livelihood is under
attack from the ill-advised farm Bills
hurriedly passed in September 2020,
and their children are under attack
from enemy fire.

To live up to the ideal of Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan, we need to nour-
ish both, and while I have quoted an
example from Punjab, let me reiter-
ate that the farmer-soldier kindred
is India’s backbone.

Let us travel back another 20 years
to revisit a tragic page of the Indian
history — the Bengal famine of the
1940s. Experts term it an anthro-
pogenic crisis, clearly stating that
the famine was caused not by crop
failures but due to lopsided govern-
ment policies. 

The colonial empire practised a
denial policy, coupled with deceitful
practices by traders and commission
agents, unauthorised procurement,
and war-time measures. This led to
distress among farmers, a burgeoning
black market, and withholding of
stocks, trader speculation and hoard-
ing. The lack of state-sponsored pro-
curement and distribution schemes
and abstinence from Indian farmers
and agriculturists’ interest led to one
of the worst humanitarian crises in
the previous century. Millions of
deaths, population displacement, land
grab, pauperisation, and exploitation
of women and children followed. His-
torians opine that the Bengal famine

is a faultline in Churchill’s legacy.
This was the backdrop against which

India’s first Prime Minister Jawahar-
lal Nehru delivered a historic speech
in Parliament (1952), stating: “If our
food front cracks up, everything else
will crack up too.”

It paved the way for India's agri-
cultural development and became
the bedrock of India’s Green Revo-
lution. A slew of measures was pur-
sued by successive governments,
leading to the establishment of the
Minimum Support Price (MSP), the
establishment of farm markets, the
network of mandis, and a procure-
ment and distribution system that
has stood the test of time.

Seven decades later, the three agri-
culture Acts of 2020 are equivalent to
throwing the baby out with the bath-
water. The MSP and mandi systems
are the heart of the Indian agriculture.
The government threatens to undo
whatever India has achieved during
the previous seven decades by intro-
ducing this free-for-all. 

Indians are already reeling from
twin assaults — the ill-advised
demonetisation of 2016 and the inept
response to the Covid-19 crisis. The
first crisis affected our businesses
like never before. The second bat-
tered the livelihoods of millions of
wage earners, labourers and citizenry
alike. The 2020 farm laws are the
third attack, and this is an assault on
Indian agriculture.

These three reckless moves are a
body blow that India cannot afford.
And no Live Aid concerts would be
able to undo the harm.

MANPREET SINGH BADAL 
FINANCE MINISTER, PUNJAB

An absurd exercise
threatens to undermine 
the very basis of Indian

agriculture and rural
economy. The farm laws,

passed with the sole intent
of benefiting a select group

of chosen traders, will
seriously hurt India’s

already precarious food
situation. It will result in
greater pauperisation of

farmers, agriculturists and
farm labourers, and impact

the rural economy that
thrives on agriculture. It

threatens to undo whatever
India has achieved in the

past seven decades.

Centre’s farm laws are an assault on agriculture

ILL-ADVISED: The three Acts are equivalent to throwing the baby out with the bathwater.

SUSHMA RAMACHANDRAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL JOURNALIST 

Shift from oil to renewables needs political will
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■ Vikrami Samvat 2077

■ Shaka Samvat 1942

■ Kartik Shaka 6

■ Kartik Parvishte 12

■ Hijari 1442

■ Shukla Paksha Tithi 12, up to 12:54 pm

■ Vyaghaata Yoga up to 1:48 am

■ Purvabhadrpad Nakshatra up to 9:11 am

■ Moon in Pisces sign

ACROSS
1 Mixture (5)
4 Express approval of (7)
8 Unplayable tennis

service (3)
9 Gained illicitly (3-6)
10 Sudden strong urge (7)
11 Heavy dark wood (5)
13 Exceptional creative

ability (6)
15 Motionless (2,4)
18 Small shoot (5)
19 To make believe (7)
21 To a thorough degree (6,3)
23 A double act (3)
24 Drunk (3-4)
25 To deposit for security (5)
DOWN
1 Relevance (7)
2 Enlightening

experience (3-6)
3 Cotton twilled fabric (5)
4 Joined in common cause (6)
5 Specific plan (7)
6 Perform a part (3)
7 Dirty-looking (5)
12 Not closely defined (4-5)
14 Outrageous (7)
16 Larva of frog (7)
17 Maintain (6)
18 Supply meagrely (5)
20 Laud (5)
22 Understand (3)

quick crossword

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION
Across: 1 Longfellow, 8 Trace, 9 Combine, 10 Address, 11 Alert, 12 Singer, 14 Pom-pom,
17 Enter, 19 Suggest, 21 Service, 22 Clear, 23 Wordsworth.
Down: 2 On and on, 3 Geese, 4 Excess, 5 Lumbago, 6 Waive, 7 Pentameter, 8
Transverse, 13 Earlier, 15 Prevent, 16 Assess, 18 Throw, 20 Gecko. EASY

5 4 8 1 6 2 7 3 9

7 3 2 4 9 8 5 1 6

1 6 9 5 3 7 4 8 2

8 5 6 2 1 4 3 9 7

3 9 7 8 5 6 2 4 1

2 1 4 3 7 9 8 6 5

9 7 5 6 8 3 1 2 4

6 2 3 7 4 1 9 5 8

4 8 1 9 2 5 6 7 3

7 8 9 6 5

4 6

6 3 5 2

7 6 4 3

2 6

8 4 7 5

5 8 7 1

6 2

3 2 4 8 7

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 31 14

New Delhi 32 13

Amritsar 30 12

Bathinda 30 10

Jalandhar 30 11

Ludhiana 32 13

Bhiwani 33 15

Hisar 32 11

Sirsa 31 13

Dharamsala 22 11

Manali 19 03

Shimla 20 11
Srinagar 21 0

Jammu 31 12

Kargil 13 --01

Leh 12 --04

Dehradun 30 12

Mussoorie 20 10

SUNSET: WEDNESDAY 17:38  HRS
SUNRISE: THURSDAY 06:35 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC



There have been plenty of
debates and discourses about
the New Education Policy

2020 (NEP) but not many focussed
on its implementation. No doubt,
the NEP is the most progressive and
futuristic document and if imple-
mented with sincerity in letter and
spirit, it has a tectonic potential to
transform India from an education-
ally laggard nation into a knowledge
superpower. Indeed we have never
had any education system, only a
system of examinations and that,
too, an inefficient one, based on rote
learning that kills all creativity and
innovation. The NEP aspires to
transform this moribund system by
aiming to produce “good, thought-
ful, well-rounded, and creative indi-
viduals,” who are needed to trans-
form the 21st century India. But it
has failed to provide a specific
implementation roadmap, except
specifying some broad targets. 

Neither has it prescribed any
accountability mechanism for its
implementation. But most impor-
tantly, any great idea like this needs
great finances. Education being a
concurrent subject, both the Centre
and the States need to share the
responsibility for its implementation
as well as finances. But the NEP has
almost skirted the issue altogether.

The higher education in the
country has seen phenomenal
growth during the last two decades.
The number of colleges, universities
and students has quadrupled since
2001, and the private sector has
grown much faster than the public
institutions. Today, we have 993 uni-
versities, about 40,000 colleges and
10,000 standalone institutions, and
nearly four crore students. But
unfortunately, most of these institu-
tions produce unemployable grad-
uates and postgraduates annually,
with very little knowledge and skill.  

If we can forget for a moment our
current military standoff with
China, a comparison with that
country might be instructive in
many respects. In India Unlimited:
Reclaiming the Lost Glory, Arvind
Panagariya has provided some tale-
tell statistics about China and India.
Based on the Scopus database of
articles published and cited in inter-
national journals, the National
Science Foundation of US brings out
annual rankings of different coun-
tries. In 1996, in almost all subject
areas, China and India were ranked
more or less evenly. In fact, India was
a tad better. In terms of the total cita-
tions, India was ranked 19th

amongst all countries, while
China was ranked 21st. In social
sciences, India was ranked 21st
against China’s 24th, in chemistry
and molecular sciences, India
was ranked 11th and in physics
17th against China’s 13th in
both. But by 2017, China moved
far ahead of us in all subjects —
third in terms of total citations
against India’s 14th. In social sci-
ences, chemistry and physics,
China ranked fifth, first and
second while India lagged way
behind with 14th, fifth and
eighth ranks respectively in these
subjects. In the Times Higher
Education Ranking 2020, China
has three universities among the
top 100 of the world, four in the
next 100 and altogether 72
among the top 1,000. India has
none among the first 200 and 36
among the top 1,000, half of
China’s 72. 

How could China race so
much ahead of us in just two
decades? Actually, it had started
its economic liberalisation in
1976, a good 15 years ahead of us.
But it started reforming the edu-
cation system in 1995, 25 years
ahead of us. It realised that to
become a great power and a great
nation, the primary need is to
have a good system of education. 

What is a good system of edu-
cation? If we take the US as the
model, we would appreciate that
a good system of education
needs basically two things: ade-
quate funding and decentralised
governance with a very high
degree of autonomy to the insti-
tutions. The US universities have
complete autonomy in deciding
admission, courses and faculty
and they compete amongst

themselves to attract the best fac-
ulty, students and research
endowment funds. They func-
tion independent of federal and
State Government regulations
with practically no interference
by the State. 

We had inherited a colonial
legacy of higher education where
universities were primarily tasked
with granting degrees with very
little focus on research, and by
and large, we still remain the
same. China has modelled its sys-
tem of education in the Soviet-
style after 1949 but Mao Zedong’s
Cultural Revolution nearly did it
in. Then in 1995, as Panagariya
informs, it launched the so-
called Project 211 with the slo-
gan: “For the 21st century, man-
age the top 100 universities suc-
cessfully.” In 1998, it passed the
Higher Education Law, which
liberalised and decentralised its
higher education just like the US,
with academic and administra-
tive freedom given to higher edu-
cational institutions (HEIs). That
law recognised the need for
ensuring adequate funding and
allowed tuition fees to be hiked
by the universities, with State sub-
sidies for those who couldn’t
afford it. So the tuition fees rose
steeply from ¥600 in 1992 to
¥10,000 by mid-2010. The
Project 211 funded $4.6 billion
(30 per cent on infrastructure) to
107 universities between 1995
and 2005. In 1998, China
launched another project —
Project 985 — to create world-
class universities out of the 107
universities selected for Project
211. Under this, the top two uni-
versities (Peking and Tsinghua)
received $240 million for three

years. By 2007, the project had
covered 39 universities. Of these,
27 are now ranked within the top
600 universities of the world.  

The NEP has correctly iden-
tified many of the problems that
beset our higher education sys-
tem — like a severely fragment-
ed ecosystem characterised by a
rigid separation of disciplines
with little emphasis on cognitive
skills, learning outcomes or qual-
ity research, limited institution-
al autonomy, poor leadership and
ineffective regulatory and gover-
nance systems. The result is that
the Gross Enrolment Ratio in
higher education is a paltry 26
per cent compared to 58 per cent
in Senior Secondary and 79 per
cent in Secondary schooling.
The NEP promises to correct this
by focussing on multi-discipli-
narity, flexibility, emphasis on
skill acquisition and quality
research. To fix the problems, it
prescribes that there would no
more be any rigid separation
between arts and sciences, cur-
ricular and extra-curricular activ-
ities, or vocational and academ-
ic streams. Students will select
subjects of their choosing across
all streams to excel wherever they
can and discover their aptitude
and potential. For this, it pre-
scribes a roadmap of credit-
based undergraduate degree
courses with multiple exit
options. 

It has also suggested a new
institutional framework com-
prising a new overarching body
— the Higher Education
Commission of India — with
four verticals for regulation,
accreditation, funding and learn-
ing outcomes, which will end the

multiple conflicts of interest that
bedevil our current regulatory
system. Research gets the maxi-
mum emphasis with a National
Research Foundation to “seed,
grow and facilitate research” in
academic institutions. Most
importantly, the NEP recognis-
es that the HEIs need to be
depoliticised and educationists
appointed on their Board of
Governance instead of bureau-
crats. But given the present stran-
glehold of retired bureaucrats and
politicians over the HEIs and
their stubborn objections to any
reform, it would be difficult to
end their dominance over our
higher education anytime soon.

The most revolutionary part of
the NEP is perhaps its single-
minded focus on multi-discipli-
narity by creating large universi-
ties and HEI clusters and ending
the present system of affiliated
colleges. But such a major shift
would also need enormous
resources, and it is here that the
NEP disappoints. The total com-
bined public expenditure on
education by the Centre and the
States, currently at only about
four per cent of GDP, falls way
behind the target of six per cent
envisaged in all our previous edu-
cation policies. Consequently,
our expenditure on research
remains a pathetic 0.69 per cent
of GDP. Without investment, nei-
ther the infrastructure nor the
standards required for the NEP
would be achieved. 

The NEP only paid some lip-
service to this crucial element —
by hoping that the Centre and the
States will work together to raise
expenditure to six per cent of
GDP which it recognises as
essential for “progress and
growth.” But it stops short of rec-
ommending that a law should be
enacted to enforce the same.
Thus, there is neither any com-
mitment nor an accountability
structure built into the NEP to
ensure implementation. Maybe
the committee had felt restrained
by pandemic-related budgetary
stress. This would be over some
day but the future will not wait.

Meanwhile, universities can
think of going beyond operating
from their individual silos. They
can form provincial and region-
al consortiums for better syner-
gy. By mapping their education-
al resources and sharing these
among themselves, they can
together provide students access
to the best facilities. Each insti-
tution can expand capacity in its
strength area to optimise invest-
ment and specialisation and
share this through a network of
institutions. The mantra should
be to give access to quality learn-
ing to all who desire to learn.

(The writer is former Director-
General from the Office of the
Comptroller & Auditor General of
India and an academic)
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Sir — As the world continues to
live with the Coronavirus and
there is no vaccine in sight,
Governments across the world
are trying everything possible to
curb its spread. In a first,
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot said that he is consider-
ing to make wearing face masks
mandatory in the State by
proposing a Bill in the forthcom-
ing Assembly session. Interacting
with district collectors, college
principals and other officials
through a video conference on
October 27, Gehlot said that
every section of society should
join the Government’s initiative
and make it successful. Given the
fact that many are reluctant to fol-
low the necessary precautions
even during these trying times,
passing a law to implement the
same might help curb the spread
of the virus, especially since we
have just entered the festive sea-
son. 

Amit Singh Kushwaha
Satna 
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Sir — The announcement of free
Corona vaccine in the poll-
bound State of Bihar by the BJP

should not agitate those in the
Opposition as people are well
aware that such a promise will not
be translated into action. It is no
secret that scientists across the
globe are racing to develop a vac-
cine for COVID-19 which has
killed over 1.16 million people
globally. And several dozen vac-
cine candidates are currently
undergoing clinical trials. So, if
and when a vaccine does work,

every citizen of the country
should get the vaccine free of cost.
BJP’s sad attempt to lure the elec-
torate in Bihar with “free vaccine”
has not worked but it has definite-
ly started a debate on whether
these kinds of promises should be
allowed to be made during elec-
tions. Also, while the BJP is try-
ing to play the COVID card, it
seems to have forgotten to take
the basic preventive measures

during its rallies where people are
neither following social distanc-
ing nor wearing masks. It is cru-
cial to remember that such mass
gatherings can easily become
large virus spreading events.
Though the BJP claims to be con-
cerned about the people of Bihar,
in reality, its only concern is win-
ning the elections.

KV Seetharamaiah 
Hassan
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Sir — Goa’s locational advan-
tages have allowed it to exploit
economic gains from tourism
and fisheries. While arguments
over the under-utilisation of the
available resources to boost
marine tourism cannot be over-
looked, it must be said that the
ingenuity of locals in tapping
the business potential from the
ocean has been less innovative
and more destructive. The mat-
ter of big trawler owners using
Light Emitting Diode (LED)
lights to net a better catch of fish
comes readily to one’s mind.
Given its natural dependence
on marine assets, the State
could only be charting a disas-
trous course if it doesn’t follow
eco-friendly practices. Hence
the foundation stone ceremony
of the construction of a com-
mon facility centre for the
Konkan Maritime Cluster at
Verna Industrial Estate could be
seen as a welcome step towards
the State reaping the benefits of
a sustainable ocean-based
development pathway.

Pachu Menon
Margao
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Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs)
play an important role in the development
of society and a country. In India, too, many

NGOs are engaged in implementing Government
schemes to help the poor and many of them have
their own ways of aiding the underprivileged, restor-
ing human rights or working for the environment
and so on. However, friction between NGOs and
the Government arises when foreign-funded ones
venture into prohibited areas like politics and take
a stand on communal and social disharmony. The
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA),
1976, was enacted to regulate foreign funding,
requiring prior permission or intimation of/to the
Government. While retaining the basic framework,
the Act was rewritten in 2010 and amended in the
last Parliament session in September. The law aimed
at curbing foreign funding influencing politics, reli-
gious conversions and fomenting strife among com-
munities. We are a proud, open democracy. Like any
human institution, our systems may not be perfect.
We do have problems to resolve but we don’t need
foreigners who try to accentuate divisions, disaffec-
tion and alienation among people, playing on the
insecurities of the wronged, deprived and misguid-
ed sections. 

The NGOs engaged in “proxy politics” were
unwelcome right from 1976. If they fish in troubled
waters, they will face a pushback. They are free to
go to undemocratic countries to help their voice-
less people if they are allowed to operate there.
Specifically, the 1976 Act banned election candidates,
“correspondent, columnist, cartoonist, editor, owner,
printer or publisher of a registered newspaper”,
judges and Government/PSU employees, legislators,
political parties and their office-bearers from
accepting any foreign funds. (The 2010 Act added
television and digital media too.) It prohibited
“organisations of a political nature, not being a polit-
ical party” from accepting any foreign contribution
directly or indirectly through any proxy without
prior permission of the Government.

It allowed non-political entities “having a def-
inite cultural, economic, educational, religious or
social programme” to receive foreign assistance pro-
vided they register with the Government and keep
it informed about its quantum, source, time, pur-
pose, bank account and actual utilisation. But the
2010 Act tightened control on ultimate recipients
of foreign contributions by stipulating that FCRA-
registered entities can transfer funds only to other
FCRA-registered/regulated entities. The recent
2020 amendment has totally banned transfer of
funds to others. The receiving NGO must spend all
foreign contribution itself. It cannot become a dis-
tributing intermediary. The 1976 Act authorised the
Government to deny access to foreign contributions
if it prejudicially affected the sovereignty and integri-
ty of India; or  public interest; or freedom/fairness
of election to any legislature; or friendly relations
with any foreign State; harmony between religious,
racial, linguistic, regional, social groups, castes or
communities. The term “social” was added in 2010.
The evolution of the FCRA law clearly shows its basic
intent: Foreigners indulging in local politics are not
welcome.The legislative intent was to curb foreign
interference in domestic politics, the media, judi-
ciary and the Government. 

Critics saw the law as an attempt to clamp down
on political dissent and the religious freedom of peo-
ple to preach and of citizens to change their faith
if they so wished. There was also criticism that the
broad, vague restrictions for NGO funding and oper-
ations would have a stifling effect on the constitu-

tionally guaranteed rights to freedom of
association, expression and assembly.
Plus there were fears that with the
amendments, the Government had
expanded its own discretion, bureaucrat-
ic control and oversight with respect to
the day-to-day functioning of NGOs in
India and left them vulnerable to parti-
san behaviour and favouritism. While
basic human rights are assured by India
to everyone, including foreigners, some
rights are available only to Indian citizens.
Foreigners everywhere are expected to
comply with local laws. Foreign debt, equi-
ty and grants are regulated when they prej-
udicially affect national security, local cul-
ture, education, religion and social har-
mony. If an NGO indulges in political and
religious activities, it is bound to invite
political backlash. The following amend-
ments to the FCRA Act have generated
controversy. 

Cap on administrative expenses:
The 2010 Act stipulated a ceiling of 50  per
cent on administrative expenses, which
can be relaxed with the approval of the
Government. The recent amendment
has reduced this 50 per cent to 20 per cent.
NGOs must seek Government approval
to exceed the 20 per cent limit with prop-
er justification (like expenses on a non-
recurring event or being advocacy NGOs,
not having projects). NGOs should spend
more on implementation of projects, help
poor beneficiaries rather than lavishly
spend on their salaries, office rent, allied
charges, business class travel, expensive
event venues and so on. Only 1,328 NGOs
reported administrative expenses over 20
per cent in 2018-19.

AADHAAR/Passport/Overseas
Citizenship of India card for key man-
agerial personnel: The new law requires
NGOs to furnish Aadhaar numbers of all
key functionaries while seeking FCRA
registration, renewal of registration or
prior permission to obtain foreign con-
tribution. For foreigners/OCIs, a copy of
passport or OCI card will do. This is a
one-time requirement.

Routing of funds through a bank
account in the SBI: The new law requires
foreign contributions to be routed through
a bank account with the SBI in New Delhi.
From there, funds can go to other FCRA
accounts and these must not receive other
funding to avoid mixing of regulated and
unregulated funds. NGOs can continue
using their preferred bank account after
foreign funding inflows pass through this
SBI account. This is a one-time hassle.
NGOs don’t need to come to Delhi. They
can approach the nearest SBI branch. Of
the 21,490 NGOs filing FCRA returns in
2018-19, 1,488 were Delhi-registered. As
many as 2,214 NGOs were registered in
three years between 2017 and 2019. The
SBI is expected to facilitate/fast-track the
process. The Government may give some
transition time so that the fund flow does
not come to a halt during the current pan-
demic.

NGOs can’t be financial intermedi-
aries to route foreign contributions: The
most substantive change in the 2020
amendment is that an FCRA-registered
NGO cannot transfer funds to other
NGOs. It has to directly spend all foreign
funds it receives. Under the 2010 law, such
transfer was permitted to other FCRA-
registered entities. So bigger NGOs could
act as a funnel to route foreign funds to
grassroots organisations. Now these larg-
er NGOs will have to re-orient their work-
ing to start either direct spending or start
connecting foreign donors and FCRA-reg-
istered grassroots organisations. Foreign
funds will bypass the bank accounts of
these intermediary NGOs and go direct-
ly to the ultimate beneficiary NGOs. 

Foreign funds received by NGOs
totalled �18,337.66 crore in 2016-17,
�19,764.64 crore in 2017-18 and
�20,011.21 crore in 2018-19. About half
of 21,490 NGOs filing returns in 2018-19
reported nil foreign grants in 2018-19. 

In 2018-19, 4,107 NGOs received
�1,768 crore as re-grants from bigger
NGOs, with a median transfer value of
�7.6 lakh. Half of them received less than

�7.6 lakh. Pruning of intermediation cost
would mean more bang for the buck for
genuine foreign donors. It will help the
Government to know which foreign
donor is funding which Indian NGO.
Intermediary NGOs were an obstruction
to this transparency and may be adding
to the cost. Sub-granting entailed double
counting of foreign contribution, by
intermediary and final recipient. Who
received what and from which foreign
donor was unclear. Transparency should
be welcomed. Of course, to avoid sudden
disruption of fund flow during the pan-
demic, some transition time should be
allowed.

Non-compliance: The 2010 Act
barred following types of entities from get-
ting/renewing FCRA registration:
Fictitious or benami entities; entities
prosecuted or convicted for indulging in
activities aimed at religious conversions
through inducement or force; prosecut-
ed or convicted for creating communal
tension; found guilty of diversion or misu-
tilisation of funds; engaged in propaga-
tion of sedition or advocating violent
methods to achieve its ends; using foreign
contributions for personal gains or divert-
ing for undesirable purposes.

The Government has strengthened
the mechanism to root out non-compli-
ant NGOs. The period of cancellation of
registration has been changed from up to
180 days to 360 days. The FCRA registra-
tions of 14,500 NGOs were cancelled in
five years ending December 2019. These
were mostly duplicate registrations held
by some NGOs. Failure to file annual
returns also invited some cancellations as
was the case with the crackdown on shell
companies. In 2017-18, names of 2.26 lakh
companies were struck off. 

When a few entities flout norms, the
governmental system reacts by clamping
down with more controls, inspections,
reports, which are a hassle for all. But it
is necessary to keep errant NGOs in line. 

(The writer former Special Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry)
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With Bihar Assembly elec-
tions beginning today,
political parties have been

busy wooing voters with major sops.
The BJP’s promise to provide free
Coronavirus vaccines to all in poll-
bound Bihar stirred a political con-
troversy and drew the attention of the
Election Commission of India (ECI).
However, most parties are ignoring
voters with disabilities.

About 13 per cent of the elder-
ly and divyang voters have decided
to opt for the postal ballot drop-off
and pick-up facility for the first phase
of the election. Significantly, Bihar is

the first State to  go to the polls since
the enactment of the Rights of
Persons With Disabilities (RPWD)
Act, 2016. Though the Office of the
State Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities has made extensive
efforts to ensure greater participation
of divyang voters, there have been
some oversights. In Bihar 50 per cent
of divyangs do not use public trans-
port and nearly 70 per cent do not
access Government buildings. Only
40 per cent possess the disability cer-
tificate that is required to avail all
governmental incentives. This is
because to procure that certificate,
they have to visit a primary health-
care centre, which is usually situat-
ed too far from rural areas. Further,
the job does not get done in one trip
and they have to make frequent vis-
its because of the callous attitude of
the medical authorities. 

However, Bihar cannot be sin-
gled out for such irregularities. Even
though Delhi saw a rise in the num-
ber of divyang and elderly voters in
the last Assembly election, polling

booths, help desks, obstacle-free,
wide and levelled pathways to the
voting compartment and ramps were
not as per Government  regulations.
Previously, too, various States like
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh failed to organise
the voting system for this disadvan-
taged segment.

Hence, the political participation
of divyangs and the elderly remains
slim even though 2019 was pitched
to be the “Year of Accessible
Elections” by the EC. The REV-UP
campaign (Register-Enable-Vote)
was badly affected and the political
rights of the elderly and the divyangs
have been denied.

Equity and inclusion remain a
distant dream for the differently
abled who constitute 2.21 per cent of
our total population. Now, with the
exercise of social distancing neces-
sitated by the pandemic, meeting the
pressing needs of the elderly and the
divyangs, right from sourcing essen-
tial supplies to accessing medical
treatment, has become problematic.

This has also made them doubly
marginalised and invisible in these
troubled times.

The Accessible India Campaign,
launched by the Government in
2015, attempts to make the overall
environment more inclusive for the
differently-abled. However, the cam-
paign for equal opportunities and
protection of rights is still unheard
of and unnoticed and has taken a
back seat in Government agenda.
The picture remains grim as State
governments have not shown a good
response. Despite the Accessible
India Campaign, accessibility to
public institutions remained a major
challenge and as of today, several
Government-run and aided institu-
tions are not disabled-friendly. 

If data provided by the
Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (DEPWD)
are to be believed, initially out of the
1,653 buildings audited by access
auditors, State Governments had
sent proposals for only 647. As
many as 12 cities had not sent even

a single proposal. There have been
glaring differences between the
Centre and the States in terms of
coordination, framing and execution
of the policies for a barrier-free envi-
ronment. Apart from accessibility
issues, the differently-abled are sub-
jected to socio-economic, education-
al and political deprivations.

The dimension of gender cannot
be ignored, too, as 44 per cent of the
total divyangs are women with chal-
lenges. Of this, around 21 per cent
are married and divorce cases remain
high for several reasons. Significantly
around 69 per cent of the divyangs
reside in rural India. The kind of
predicament that the differently-
abled face in rural pockets is signif-
icant. Yet, this is missing in the main-
stream discourse and warrants
urgent attention. 

The United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation
reveals that 75 per cent of different-
ly-abled children are deprived of ele-
mentary education. The scene is
again dismal in higher education

because of varied reasons. Only
about 28.8 per cent of the divyangs
in the country possess the certificate
of disability, which is required to avail
their rights. As a result of this and
due to the policy paralysis and inac-
cessibility pattern of workplaces,
only 34 lakh divyangs out of 1.34
crore are employed in the country. 

Recently, the Centre asked State
Governments to make a list of the
divyangs who are yet to be a part of
the Public Distribution System and
cover them under the National Food
Security Act, 2013. However, the cal-
lous attitude of the State machinery
is quite apparent. 

There are umpteen cases which
signal the violation of the human
rights of the disabled. There should
be an overhaul of public policy to
mainstream this marginalised seg-
ment and achieve inclusive develop-
ment.

(Biswal and Parhi are Assistant
Professors at SIMC and SSBF respec-
tively and are working at Symbiosis
International, Pune)
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EDITORIAL

COVID-19 strategy
Amid the new surge in
cases in Europe and the
U.S., and the still high
numbers in India and South
America, the situation as
far as COVID19 is
concerned looks desperate.
There is a need for a fresh
approach. If China tests 4.5
million in four days in a city
against a dozen reported
cases, there is no need for
the world to be in awe and
struggle to chase its
method. Perhaps the focus
now should be on those
reporting sick and those
getting hospitalised. The

numbers do not make any
sense any more. Also,
fi��nding a cure is the action,
with the medicines easy to
handle, aff��ordable, eff��ective
at all levels and free from
any commercial
encumbrances. 
M . Balakrishnan,

Bengaluru

Pacts with America
It is more than apparent
that the U.S. views India as
a potential counterweight
to the growing clout of
cashrich China and curb its
ruthless debttrap
diplomacy and military

musclefl��exing. The high
profi��le U.S. visits just days
before the American
elections is also a pointer to
an obvious bid of the
Trump administration to
woo the sizeable Indian
diaspora. The defence pacts
with the U.S. is wont to
ruffl��e Russia’s feathers.
Nonetheless, India must
tread cautiously and ensure
that there is reciprocity in
the bilateral deals. It must
make sure that its military’s
autonomy is in no way
compromised. 
Nalini Vijayaraghavan,

Thiruvananthapuram

K.S. Subramanian
Dr. K.S. Subramanian was a
gentle giant in the fi��eld of
Tamil translation. His
passing has left a genuine
void. He was indefatigable
in his pursuit of literary
creations and tireless in
taking Tamil literature and
writings across to readers in
other parts of the world
through his English
translations. He was a
prolifi��c translator of the
Jnanpithwinning writer,
Jayakanthan. What
Constance Garnett was to
Dostoevsky in Russian
literature, K.S.

Rebuild CSK
The maxim, “Time and tide
wait for no man”, is fairly
illustrated in the envious
rise, longevity and ultimate
fall of Chennai Super Kings
in the IPL. Mahendra Singh
Dhoni has had an envious
and lustrous career in
cricket. He was the
talisman of the Chennai
team. As time ticks away
nonstop, the time has
come for CSK too to
transform itself.
C.G. Kuriakose,

Kothamangalam, Kerala

Subramanian was to
Jayakanthan in Tamil
literature. Both the English
translators did immense
service to the world of
letters. 
Readers would have been
poorer but for such
mediators. K.S.
Subramanian had a keen
sense of the role of
literature in society. One of
his very recent
publications, Lockdown
Lyrics (August 2020), bears
testimony to his sensitivity
and commitment to values.
C.T. Indra,

Chennai
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D
istribution Companies (Dis
Coms) have been called the
lynchpin but also the weak

est link in the electricity chain. For
all of India’s global leadership for
growth  of  renewable  energy,  or
ambitions  of  smart  energy,  the
buck stops with the DisComs, the
utilities  that  typically  buy  power
from generators and retail these to
consumers.  Long  gone  are  the
days  of  scarcity  of  power; while
the physical  supply  situation has
mostly  improved,  the  fi��nancial
picture has not brightened much —
and this was before COVID19. 

More loan than stimulus
The Indian government respond
ed to COVID19’s economic shock
with  a  stimulus  package  of  ₹��20
lakh crore, out of which ₹��90,000
crore was earmarked for DisComs
(later  upgraded  to  ₹��1,25,000
crore). While it was called a stimu
lus, it is really a loan, meant to be
used by DisComs to pay off�� gener
ators.  Our  recent  study  on  Dis
Coms  (https://bit.ly/37LFspq)
shows a much graver picture than
one that can be solved by a fi��llup,
even though such a liquidity injec
tion is required (but probably in
suffi�cient). 

Newspaper  reports  abound
with stories of how DisComs owe
one  lakh crore rupees  to genera
tors, and without such an infusion

the  chain  will  collapse.  Unfortu
nately, the dues to generators are
several  times  higher  than  this
number,  and,  worse,  the  total
shortterm  dues  of  DisComs  are
multiple  times  higher,  which  ex
cludes longterm debt. 

Data on liabilities
How did this magic fi��gure of one
lakh crore capture popular imagi
nation? This fi��gure is roughly what
the  government’s  PRAAPTI  (or
Payment Ratifi��cation And Analysis
in  Power  procurement  for  bring
ing  Transparency  in  Invoicing  of
generators)  portal  (https://
bit.ly/3jyD47C) shows for DisCom
dues to generators. However, what
is  not  widely  appreciated  is  that
the portal is a voluntary compila
tion  of  dues,  and  is  not  compre
hensive. The Power Finance Cor
poration (PFC)’s Report on Utility
Workings  for  201819  (https://
bit.ly/3mmdsN6  and  https://
bit.ly/37M3Ze6)  showed  dues  to
generators were ₹��2,27,000 crore,
and this is well before COVID19. It
also showed similar Other Current
Liabilities. Our analysis shows that
what has happened over the years
is that DisComs have delayed their
payments  upstream  (not  just  to
generators but others as well) — in
essence, treating payables like an
informal  loan.  But  why  do  Dis
Coms  not  pay  on  time?  Conven
tional wisdom blames the utilities
for  ineffi�ciency,  including  high
losses, called Aggregate Technical
and Commercial (AT&C) losses, a
term  that  spans  everything  from
theft to lack of collection from con
sumers.  However,  this  is  only  an
incomplete explanation. 

To understand what is going on,
we have to dig into all the accounts

of  DisComs.  Ideally,  they  should
not  incur  losses  as  they  enjoy  a
regulated  rate  of  return.  While
AT&C  losses  can  explain  part  of
any gap, the fi��rst problem starts at
the regulatory level where even if
DisComs  performed  as  targeted,
across  India,  they  would  face  a
nontrivial  cash  fl��ow  gap,  which
was ₹��60,000plus crore in FY1819
compared  to  their  then  annual
cost structure of ₹��7.23lakh crore. 

Then, we have the severe chal
lenge  of  payables  to  DisComs.
These  dues  are  of  three types.
First, regulators  themselves have
failed  to  fi��x  costrefl��ective  tariff��s
thus  creating  Regulatory  Assets,
which are eff��ectively IOUs, which
are to be recovered through future
tariff��  hikes.  Second,  about  a  se
venth of DisCom cost structures is
meant  to be covered through ex
plicit  subsidies  by  State  govern
ments.  Third,  consumers  owed
DisComs over ₹��1.8 lakh crore in FY
201819, booked as  trade receiva
bles. 

States as defaulters
State governments are the biggest
defaulters, responsible for an esti
mated a third of trade receivables,
besides not paying subsidies in full
or on time. On an annual cash fl��ow
basis, the shortfall in subsidy pay

ments  appears  very  low —  only
about 1% — but cumulative unpaid
subsidies,  with  modest  carrying
costs, make DisComs poorer by ov
er ₹��70,000 crore just over the last
10 years. 

This  earlier  equilibrium  of  in
creasing the dues as well as relying
on  continued  subsidies  (not  to
mention extensive cross subsidies
between consumer categories) all
worked as long as there was steady
growth. However, such muddling
along  cannot suffi�ce.  To  begin
with, COVID19  has  completely
shattered  incoming cash fl��ows  to
utilities. While there was a multi
month  dip  in  demand,  the  reve
nue  implications  were  far  worse
since the lockdown disproportion
ately impacted revenues from so
termed  paying  customers,  com
mercial  and  industrial  segments.
On the fl��ip side, reduced demand
for electricity did not save as much
because a large fraction of DisCom
cost  structures  are  locked  in
through  Power  Purchase  Agree
ments (PPAs) that obligate capital
cost  payments,  leaving  only  fuel
savings with lower off��take. 

We will probably need a much
larger  liquidity  infusion  than has
been announced thus far, but it al
so  must  go  handinhand  with
credible plans to pay down grow
ing debt. Stimulus loans are near
market term and not soft loans. If
there  is a haircut  to be taken, all
the  risk  and  future  obligations
should not be placed on DisComs
alone.  Generators,  transmission
companies,  and  lending  institu
tions must all chip in. Else, we risk
kicking the can down the road un
til we may require another future
support package if not bailout.

Unfortunately, we do not have

the luxury of time to put the house
in order. 

Renewable energy beckons
The  rise  of  renewable  energy
means  that  premium  customers
will leave the system partly fi��rst by
reducing their daytime usage. And
as  battery  technologies  mature,
their  dependence  on  DisComs
may wane entirely. Even without
batteries,  regulations  permitting,
they may want to fi��nd third party
suppliers  under  competitive  mo
dels. 

So  what is  the  solution  other
than  simply  throwing  money  at
the  problem?  Improving  AT&C
losses is important, but will not be
suffi�cient.  We  need  a  complete
overhaul of the regulation of elec
tricity companies and their deliv
erables. Much of ineffi�ciency is tol
erated in the name of the poor but
they do not get quality supply. We
need to apply common sense me
trics  of  lifeline  electricity  supply
instead of the political doleout of
free electricity even for those who
may not deserve such support. For
the  rest,  regulators  must  allow
costcovering tariff��s. The fi��nancial
problems  of  DisComs  have  been
brewing for many years, and it is
unlikely  that a silver bullet, even
privatisation,  can  solve  the  pro
blems overnight. However, if busi
ness  as  usual  was not  even  good
enough  before  COVID19,  it  will
not  be  workable  for  the  current
national needs of quality, aff��orda
ble, and sustainable power. 

Rahul Tongia and D. Rajasekhar are

researchers with the Centre for Social and

Economic Progress (CSEP), a notfor

profi��t think tank, originally established as

Brookings India

India’s DisCom stress is more than the sum of its past
There must be an overhaul of the regulation of electricity fi��rms and their deliverables using common sense metrics 

G
E

T
T

Y
 I
M

A
G

E
S

O
ver  the  last  couple  of
months,  the  Centre  and
States have not been on the

same page over issues connected
with the Goods and Services Tax
(GST). As a result, CentreState re
lations have plumbed the depths.
This  tussle,  between  the  Centre
and the States is, however, not un
common  and  all  federations  wit
ness  bargaining  in  some  form  or
other. A diversity of interests is the
badge of federalism, and there will
be constant negotiation and rene
gotiation.  It  is  this  tension  that
keeps a federation ticking.

Called  one  of  the  most  signifi��
cant fi��scal reforms since Indepen
dence,  the  GST  replaced  numer
ous central and State taxes with a
one  single  destinationbased  tax.
The  Constitutional  Amendment
overhauled CentreState relations,
with  States  giving  up  almost  all
their  powers  to  tax.  In  exchange
for  this  bargain,  the  Centre  as
sured them full compensation, for
fi��ve years, for all losses arising due
to the transition to the GST. A GST
Council, made  up  of  the  Central
and State Finance Ministers, was
established  and  empowered  to
make recommendations about va
rious issues related to the GST. 

Under strain
This grand federal bargain was se
verely  tested  this  year  following
the  general  economic  slowdown
and  the  COVID19  pandemic  in
duced disruption. Tax collections
plummeted which in turn have led
to a massive revenue shortfall. In
turn,  this  has  also  reduced  the
available resources in the compen
sation fund. With the GST in place,
the Centre held the whip hand and
with limited abilities to raise reve

nues. The States in turn were left
staring  at  a  bad  deal.  The  crisis
and  the  unequal  relationship
created an incentive for the Centre
to blur the lines. The Centre it ap
peared was no longer committed
to  the  agreement  and  wanted  to
overturn  parts  of  the  deal  that
were “unfavourable” to it, creating
an  immense  strain  on  the  fragile
consensus.

The GST Council strategy
The Centre was averse to provid
ing  succour,  and  when  it  did,  it
came with strings attached. For in
stance, in May 2020, it linked the
increase  in  the  fi��scal  defi��cit  of
States from 2% to 3% to reforms in
four areas including universalisa
tion of a  ‘One NationOne Ration
Card’,  electricity  distribution,
ease of doing business, and urban
local body revenues. Similarly, on
compensation,  the  initial noises
were  that  it  was  not  obligated  to
make good the compensation loss
es. Most States preferred that the
Centre  should  borrow  the  entire
shortfall and then lend it to States,
while the Centre wanted the States
to borrow the money directly. The
GST Council meetings during this
period  did  not  help  reduce  the
trust  defi��cit  and  break  the  dea
dlock  but  only  added  fuel  to  the
fi��re. States had no clue of what the
Centre was thinking as there were
no  statements  of  intent  at  the
Council  meetings.  For  example,
the  Finance  Minister  of  Kerala
complained  that  decisions  were
not being made in the Council but
announced subsequently in press
meetings. 

The  disinclination  to  use  the
Council was deliberate and intend
ed to prevent “unionised bargain
ing”  by  the  States.  At  the  same
time,  by  working  outside  the
Council, the Centre was able to ex
ploit  asymmetries  and  divisions
between  States.  In  August  2020,
States were off��ered two options to
borrow money to meet the short
fall. When a suffi�cient number of
States accepted one of  them, the

Centre argued that this was the fa
voured solution. The States, espe
cially  those  ruled  by  the  Opposi
tion  parties,  were  reluctant  to
accept this off��er and stuck to their
preferred position until the Centre
fi��nally  relented  in  October.  The
friction not only shook the founda
tions of the GST, with at least one
State threatening to go to court ov
er the issue, but also exposed the
hollowness  of  the  Centre’s  hype
around cooperative federalism.

The  puzzle  is  why  the  States
agreed to move authority in deter
mining  Budget  spending  (Fiscal
Responsibility  and  Budget  Man
agement  Act  earlier)  and  setting
tax rates (valueadded tax, or VAT,
fi��rst and GST now) and in the pro
cess  shrink  their  discretionary
space to manage their fi��nancial af
fairs. The shift is counterintuitive,
especially  since we expect States
to  protect  their  autonomy  vigo
rously, and in fact attempt to en
large  their  scope.  Economic  and
fi��scal federalism scholarship off��ers
us  reasonably  sound  economic
and  normative  reasons  for  this
shift,  which  include  effi�ciency,
equity,  stabilisation,  economic
growth,  and  balanced  develop
ment,  among  others.  However,
this logic does not make political
sense  and  does  not  help  under
stand the current new low in the
relations between the Centre and
States.

Political linkages matter
I argue that the nature of the party
system and party linkages matters
in CentreState relations. In the pe

riod  of  Congress  dominance,
States  had  few  issues  when  eco
nomic  management  was  central
ised in the name of development.
Their concerns and grievances, if
any, were taken up through intra
party  channels.  The  Congress
ruled  States  went  along  with  the
central government given that the
locus  of  power  in  the  party  was
not  at  the  State  level  but  the
Centre. Dissent against centralisa
tion  appeared  only  when  non
Congress  parties  consolidated
their position. 

The period towards the end of
the oneparty dominance was es
pecially  fractious,  and  govern
mentOpposition  relations  in
creasingly  coloured  CentreState
relations.  To  check  its  competi
tors, the Congress used (and mis
used)  every  available  means,  in
cluding, the use of Article 356, the
institution  of  the  Governor  and
discretionary  central  grants
among others  to continue  its do
minance. 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  one
party dominant phase,  the coali
tion era  inaugurated a seemingly
more  cordial  period  of  Centre
State relations based on a recogni
tion of mutual interests. In federal
coalitions,  States  and  their  inter
ests  were  made  to  feel  that  they
were being represented. Ironical
ly, it was during this period, when
Statebased  parties  called  the
shots  that  much  of  the  authority
migration began. 

Former Finance Minister Yash
want Sinha in his memoirs under
lines how the Centre chose to re
main out of the limelight, and an
empowered  group  of  State  Fi
nance  Ministers  helped  bring
about VAT, the precursor to GST.
The GST reforms also followed the
same pattern. 

This  decisionmaking  process
gave  States  both  the  confi��dence
and ownership of reforms and the
new  institutions  being  put  in
place.  Statebased  parties  proba
bly assumed that they would conti
nue to infl��uence nationallevel de

cisionmaking  through  the  new
institutions or through coalitions.
It follows that authority migration
towards  the  Centre  might  not
make a diff��erence to States/parties
if their interests appear to be taken
care of by the Centre/party. Party
linkages between levels give State
level politicians greater space. In a
politywide  disciplined  party,  ac
ceding to the central government’s
demands  may  secure  the  career
prospects of Statelevel leaders. Si
milarly,  for  Statebased  parties,
there  is  access  to  resources  and
the  possibility  of  infl��uencing  na
tionallevel decisions through fed
eral coalitions. 

The greater the degree of party
centralisation, the higher the pos
sibility  of  federal  centralisation.
This  explains  why  the  Congress
ruled States did not make a noise
during  the  oneparty  dominant
phase,  and  the  Bharatiya  Janata
Partyruled States do not do so to
day. Party linkages between diff��e
rent levels of government are cru
cial  to  both  the  making  and  the
maintenance of federal compacts.

Uphold the player rules
The GST agreement also illustrates
the complexity of political negotia
tions. The bargain quite naturally
could  not  have  foreseen  2020.
More  importantly,  the  nature  of
the  relationship  between  the  ac
tors involved has changed. From a
period  in  which  Statebased  par
ties had heft, we now have a one
party formation calling the shots.
All institutional arrangements we
know  have  winners  and  losers;
while  the  winners  attempt  to
maintain status quo, the losers will
attempt  to  overhaul  the  existing
state of aff��airs. While the States are
negotiating within the agreed fra
mework, the Centre’s actions un
dermine the federal architecture.
If  this  happens  consistently  over
time, there is nothing to stop the
States also from doing so.

K.K. Kailash is with the Department of

Political Science, University of Hyderabad

GST and the complexity of political negotiations 
With the Centre’s actions in the COVID19 phase aff��ecting the federal architecture, the danger lies in States following suit
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L
ast year, when Chile was shaken by mass protests,

the  conservative  President,  Sebastián  Piñera,

agreed  to  hold  a  referendum  on  rewriting  the

country’s Constitution, introduced during the military

dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet, in a bid for calm. On

Sunday, 78% of Chileans voted in favour of replacing the

charter, which the protesters say was the main hurdle

in introducing social and economic reforms, with a new

document. Since its transition to democracy in 1990,

Chile has amended the Constitution — principally writ

ten by the Pinochetaide, Jaime Guzmán, and approved

in a fraudulent plebiscite in 1980 — to take away many of

its antidemocratic features. But the document, which

has  enshrined  the  conservative  freemarket  philoso

phies of the Milton Friedman school, stayed on. It al

lowed the private sector to thrive and helped the eco

nomy expand. But  it also led to the concentration of

wealth in a minuscule minority, triggering social ten

sions. Protests erupted last year over a small rise in me

tro fares but it soon snowballed into a public agitation

demanding reforms — an abolition of the private pen

sion fund system, implemented by Gen. Pinochet, an

increase in investments in education and health care,

and a strengthening of the rights of the indigenous com

munities. The protesters also demanded an overhaul of

the Constitution as it was impossible to introduce far

reaching reforms with the current charter. With Sun

day’s plebiscite results, they have won the fi��rst stage.

Replacing the Constitution is going to be a twoyear

process. Next year, Chileans will elect a 155member As

sembly to draft the new document, which will then be

put to a plebiscite in 2022. Half the delegates will be wo

men. Political factions are still debating whether seats

in the Assembly should be reserved for the indigenous

groups. It may not be a smooth process given that diff��e

rent political factions represent diff��erent ideas and in

terests. The new Constitution is also expected to be a

heated political issue, with the general elections next

year. But despite the political and procedural challeng

es, it off��ers a fresh opportunity for Chile to say goodbye

to a dark era. Gen. Pinochet came to power in 1973 after

a U.S.backed coup against Chile’s elected President,

Salvador Allende. In the 17 years he was in power, Pino

chet, who died in 2006, unleashed a reign of terror, re

sulting in the executions of thousands and the deten

tion and torture of many more. The biggest problem

with the present Constitution has been its origins. Now,

through a democratic process, Chileans can bury the

document and introduce a legitimate charter, which is

an imperative for any modern democracy. It also off��ers

them an opportunity to right the systemic wrongs of

the past and chart out a more inclusive economic and

social system that works not  just for the government

elites and the business classes but also for all Chileans. 

Dead letter 
Chileans have given themselves a chance

to chart out an inclusive Constitution 

T
he Centre’s  scheme  to bear  the diff��erence bet

ween the compound interest and simple interest

on retail and MSME loans availed by borrowers

whose  aggregate  outstanding  borrowings  were  less

than ₹��2 crore between March 1 and August 31, has come

not a day too soon. In spelling out the norms for lenders

to identify eligible benefi��ciaries and then ensure that

the extra ‘interest on interest’ be refunded by Novem

ber 5, the government has clearly been spurred by the

Supreme Court’s admonition to expedite relief to small

borrowers. With the top court having pointedly refe

renced the approaching festival of lights when it said

“the common man’s Diwali” was in the government’s

hands, the Centre has ended up setting a really tight

deadline of less than two weeks for banks and NBFCs to

credit  the  diff��erential  amount  to  the  borrowers’  ac

counts. The lenders have their task cut out to make sure

that  they  pick  out  all  the  eligible  loans  —  education,

housing, consumer durables, automobiles, consump

tion, credit card borrowings, as well as credit provided

to MSMEs — and that the borrowings had not turned in

to nonperforming assets as on February 29. They will

then have to refund the diff��erence between the com

pound interest charged for the sixmonth period and

the simple interest. In making all the specifi��ed borrow

ers  eligible  for  the  ‘exgratia’,  the  government  has

sought to ensure equity between those who may have

availed of the repayment moratorium and others who

had opted to continue to service their borrowings.

The  move,  however,  has  understandably  evoked

both relief and some disquiet. Retail borrowers, espe

cially those who continued to meet their EMI commit

ments notwithstanding the disruptions caused by the

pandemic and lockdowns, stand to marginally benefi��t

from the government’s payment and will be a relieved

lot. On the other hand, MSMEs may fi��nd the assistance

far too small to make a material diff��erence, given the

scale of economic hardship they have had to endure —

from demand destruction, to material and labour shor

tages and regulatory woes. Given that these businesses

provide  substantial  direct  and  indirect  employment

and also generate valuable tax revenue, it would have

made far greater economic sense for the government to

have categorised them separately. The additional fi��scal

impact should be seen against the benefi��t that would ac

crue were even a reasonable number of these enterpris

es to remain viable and resume their contribution to

the national economy. Also, the ₹��2crore limit for retail

loans provides succour to not just ‘vulnerable’ borrow

ers but creates a moral hazard by benefi��ting the well

heeled too. All eyes will now be on the Court when it

resumes hearing the matter next month.

Compound conundrum 
While the waiver of the interest on interest 

is welcome, MSMEs need more help 
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The dependence of India upon foreign coun
tries  was  made  strikingly  manifest  during
the war and manufacturers and public men
began to agitate for the adoption of a defi��nite
and progressive policy by the Government
with a view to improve the indigenous indus
tries and start fresh industries to meet the
industrial  defi��ciencies  in  the  country.  The
appointment of the Indian Industrial Com
mission was welcomed by the Indian public.
But  the  tardy  and  halfhearted  manner  in
which the recommendations are given eff��ect
to has caused profound disappointment in
the country. It is becoming more and more
clear that India with all her rich natural re
sources of raw materials and dormant skill
of the industrial classes should fi��nd out for
herself  ways  and  means  for  her  industrial
advancement. Western countries have built
up their magnifi��cent industrial structure by
the close cooperation of science and capital
and by a systematic application of scientifi��c
research to industrial problems. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 28, 1920

Industrial development
(From an editorial)

In  the  U.S.,  opinion  polls  can  be
grossly misleading, the electoral sys
tem  throws  up  leaders  who  do  not
have  popular  support,  unreadable
ballot papers may lead to unexpect
ed  results,  and  absentee  and  ad
vanced balloting may open a Pando
ra’s  box.  An  intense  battle  in  the
Supreme Court may well bring out a
result which goes against the majori
ty public opinion. Like it happened
in  2016,  psephologists,  journalists,
strategists, thinkers and astrologers
may  fail  to  predict  the  outcome  of
the 2020 presidential election. But if
poetic justice is of any consequence,
the U.S. should get a new leader.

Volumes have been written on the
good and the bad about the incum
bent  President.  Donald  Trump’s
claim for a Nobel Prize is not as far
fetched as it appears. His campaign
will  make  a  case  by  arguing:  Who
made the eff��ort to tame the “rocket
man”  of  North  Korea?  Who  sought
cooperation and friendship with Chi
na and Russia? Who volunteered to
mediate India’s problems with Pakis
tan and China? Who downgraded NA
TO,  a  relic  of  the  Cold  War?  Who
brought about changes in West Asia,
including normalisation of Israel’s re
lations  with  the  UAE  and  Bahrain?
Who ended the American war in Af
ghanistan?  And  who  has  refrained
from  despatching  American  troops
to diff��erent corners of the globe?

The question is a moral one 
Within the U.S., many identifi��ed with
slogans such as ‘Make America Great
Again’  and  ‘America  First’.  Mr.
Trump’s conservative political, social
and cultural policies and protection
ist trade politics have a huge follow
ing. As a result, many may vote for
him. But the question is a moral one.
Is  the  U.S.  today  more  prosperous,
secure and liberal than in 2016? Has
the  U.S.  increased  its  allies  around
the world? Does it inspire confi��dence
among its friends? Does the U.S. go
vernment provide security, wellbe
ing, justice, inclusiveness, diversity,
transparency and personal freedom
to all its people? Has its handling of

the pandemic saved more lives and li
velihoods? Were the people given the
right  advice  on  health  and  preven
tion of infections? Did the President
show by example how a responsible
citizen should behave during the tri
ple crisis  facing the U.S. — the pan
demic, the economic meltdown and
racial strife? 

Weakening institutions
In  the  international  arena,  the
Trump administration’s biggest dis
service was the undermining of the
postwar  architecture  of  peace,
which was built brick by brick by the
U.S. and its allies. The UN, which is at
the  centre  of  multilateralism,  has
been weakened to the extent of being
paralysed. When China used its sta
tus  as  a  permanent  member  of  the
UN Security Council to block even a
meeting of the Council to consider a
multilateral  eff��ort  to  fi��ght  the  pan
demic,  the U.S.  threw the baby out
with the bathwater when it withdrew
support  from  the  World  Health  Or
ganization (WHO). This left China as
the champion of the WHO. The U.S.,
with its economic and scientifi��c pro
wess, should have led an internation
al  eff��ort  in  fi��ghting  the  pandemic.
Multilateralism  reached  its  lowest
ebb when the UN failed to tackle the
biggest  challenge  to  international
peace and security. This would not
have happened if Mr. Trump had not
called the UN a “club” and made ab
solute sovereignty the fulcrum of his
foreign policy.

International  treaties  constitute
another  pillar  of  the  international
framework. Nations voluntarily sign
these treaties after careful considera
tion and open debate. These treaties
are ratifi��ed by the respective legisla

tures,  where  necessary.  Occasions
do arise for member nations to leave
the treaties in their supreme national
interest. But Mr. Trump walked out
of treaties, agreements and arrange
ments on the environment, nuclear
nonproliferation,  arms  limitation
and trade with the abandon of some
one leaving a distasteful stage show.

Unpredictability and inconsisten
cy are the stuff�� that bad foreign poli
cy  is  made  of.  As  David  Nakamura
wrote, Mr. Trump’s promise that “he
could  tame  China’s  rise  through  a
mix  of  personal  charisma  and  deal
making prowess has faltered… giving
way to the most hostile period of bi
lateral  relations  in  decades.”  Mr.
Trump bewildered friends and foes
alike, not to speak of his own advis
ers, by his foreign policy pronounce
ments and announcements on Twit
ter. Some of his advisers, whom he
himself had chosen, marched out of
the White House one after the other,
while some others stayed on, pledg
ing to safeguard the interests of the
nation anonymously by violating the
spirit, but not the word of the law. 

The handling of COVID19 was the
unkindest cut of all. Mr. Trump ge
nuinely believes that COVID19 is like
the common fl��u, which would  take
its course with a few deaths here and
there. He has defi��ed science and ig
nored the experience of many coun
tries. It is incredible that he sent out
confused signals to the people, some
of  whom  still  seem  to  believe  him
more than they believe the health of
fi��cials as his methods are oversimpli
fi��ed, though often contradictory and
selfdestructive. He could have saved
many  of  the  more  than  2,25,000
lives, and  thousands of  livelihoods,
lost  in  the  bargain.  Optimism  and

selfconfi��dence are virtues for  lead
ers, but not  for  the kind of  leaders
who fi��ddled as the nation burned.

On India, calculated moves
Indian Americans are of marginal sig
nifi��cance  in  this  election,  but  they
have occupied centre stage because
of the impression that Mr. Trump has
been good to India and that many In
dian  Americans  have  moved  from
their  traditional  Democratic  moor
ings to vote for him. Mr. Trump was
no  more  friendly  to  India  than  his
predecessors, except when he calcu
lated that he could derive economic
or political benefi��ts for the U.S. and
himself. It was an opportunistic pos
ture,  liable  to be abandoned  in  the
next  tweet.  He  had  no  problem
threatening his “good friend” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on matters
of trade, immigration, or even on the
issue of India supplying medication.
‘Howdy Modi’ and ‘Namaste Trump’
were sheer exhibitionism. On Pakis
tan and China, he preferred to me
diate rather than support India. India
has nothing to fear in a change of lea
dership as IndiaU.S. relations enjoy
bipartisan  support.  Joe  Biden  and
Kamala  Harris,  whatever  their  past
record, would see the logic of friend
ship  and  cooperation  with  the
world’s  largest  democracy.  George
Bush  and  Barack  Obama  were  not
great friends of India till they became
Presidents.  Indian  Americans  will
vote in their own best interests; sur
veys indicate that many will remain
loyal to the Democratic Party.

The  disastrous  fi��rst  presidential
debate, which marked a new low in
democratic  traditions;  Mr.  Trump
testing  positive  for  COVID19,  his
brief  hospitalisation  and  his  imme
diate recovery; his statements relat
ing to white supremacy; his ambiva
lent position about peaceful transfer
of power; and his resumption of the
campaign have confused the world.
None of it seems to have changed the
situation on the ground. In the mean
time, the White House has become a
“super spreader” of COVID19. 

The election process has started,
with more than 65 million voters hav
ing cast  their votes. When the fi��nal
results  are  known,  we  will  know
whether poetic justice played a role
in the U.S. presidential election.

T.P. Sreenivasan, former Ambassador of India
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If poetic justice is of any consequence, the U.S. should get a new leader

It is judgment time for Donald Trump 

T.P. Sreenivasan 
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The recent visit of Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla and Chief of the Army Staff��
Gen. Manoj Naravane to Myanmar refl��ected
India’s  multidimensional  interests  in  the
country and the deepening of ties between
Delhi and Naypyidaw. Coming a few weeks
before Myanmar’s general election, the visit
underscored two lines of thinking that drive
India’s  Myanmar  policy:  engagement  with
key  political  actors  and  balancing  neigh
bours.  For  Myanmar,  the  visit  would  be
viewed  as  India’s  support  for  its  eff��orts  in
strengthening democratisation amidst criti
cisms by rights groups over the credibility of
its upcoming election. The Indian delegation
met State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and
Myanmar’s military CommanderinChief Se
nior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Non-interference in internal politics
The  political  logic  that  has  shaped  India’s
Myanmar policy since the 1990s has been to
support democratisation driven from within
the  country.  This  has  allowed  Delhi  to  en
gage with the military that played a key role
in Myanmar’s political transition and is still
an important political actor. It has also ena
bled Delhi to work with the party in power,
whether the militarybacked Union Solidari
ty and Development Party that won the 2010
polls or the prodemocracy National League
for Democracy, which is in power now. 

India  is  cognisant  of  the  geopolitical  di
mension  of  Myanmar’s  democratisation.
Myanmar’s political transition created chal
lenges  for  Naypyidaw  and  limited  its  ties
with the West. India and a few Asian coun
tries  have  engaged  Myanmar  keeping  in
mind the need to reintegrate it with the re
gion and world. This has been a strategic im
perative for Naypyidaw as part of its policy of
diversifying its foreign engagements.

A key factor behind the military regime’s
decision to open the country when it initiat
ed  reforms  was,  in  part,  to  reduce  depen
dence on China. By engaging Myanmar, Del
hi  provides  alternative  options  to
Naypyidaw. This driver in India’s Myanmar
policy has perhaps gained greater salience in
the rapidly changing regional geopolitics.

Recent initiatives
Like in other neighbouring countries, India
suff��ers from an image of being unable get its
act  together  in making  its presence felt on

the ground. Some initiatives announced dur
ing the joint visit suggest Delhi is taking steps
to leverage its political, diplomatic, and se
curity ties with Myanmar to address some of
these issues. The inauguration of the liaison
offi��ce of the Embassy of India in Naypyidaw
may seem a routine diplomatic activity. Ho
wever, establishing a permanent presence in
the capital where only a few countries have
set up such offi��ces does matter. Interestingly,
China was the fi��rst country to establish a liai
son offi��ce in Naypyidaw in 2017.

India has also proposed to build a petro
leum  refi��nery  in  Myanmar  that  would  in
volve  an  investment  of  $6  billion.  This  is
another  indication  of  Myanmar’s  growing
signifi��cance in India’s strategic calculus, par
ticularly in energy security. It also shows In
dia’s evolving competitive dynamic with Chi
na  in  the  sector  at  a  time  when  tensions
between the two have intensifi��ed.

Another area of cooperation that has ex
panded involves the border areas. The joint
visit reiterated the “mutual commitment not
to allow respective territories to be used for
activities inimical to each other.” Both Delhi
and Naypyidaw have been collaborating  in
the  development  of  border  areas  with  the
understanding that it is the best guarantee to
secure  their  borders.  And  this  is  an  area
where the fruits of bilateral cooperation are
already evident on the ground.

Last, for Delhi, the balancing act between
Bangladesh  and  Myanmar  remains  one  of
the keys to its overall approach to the Rohin
gya issue. Delhi has reiterated its support for
“ensuring  safe,  sustainable  and  speedy  re
turn of displaced persons” to Myanmar. The
choices before Delhi are limited on the issue.
By positioning as playing an active role in fa
cilitating the return of Rohingya refugees to
Myanmar, India has made it clear that it sup
ports  Myanmar’s  eff��orts  and  also  under
stands Bangladesh’s burden. For Delhi, en
gaging  rather  than  criticising  is  the  most
practical approach to fi��nding a solution.

Delhi’s  political  engagement  and  diplo
matic balancing seems to have worked so far
in its ties with Myanmar. Whether it has lev
eraged  these  advantages  on  the  ground  to
the  full  is  open  to  debate.  The  aforemen
tioned initiatives could be the beginning of
change on the ground by establishing India’s
presence  in  sectors  where  it  ought  to  be
more  pronounced.  For  India,  Myanmar  is
key in linking South Asia to Southeast Asia
and the eastern periphery becomes the focal
point for New Delhi’s regional outreach. 
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India’s outreach to Myanmar
The recent announcement of initiatives establishes India’s
presence in sectors where it ought to be more pronounced 

Harsh V. Pant & K. Yhome 
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Reports indicate that the Pakistan go
vernment is on the verge of declaring
GilgitBaltistan a  province  of  Pakis
tan. The most authoritative declara
tion came last month from Pakistan’s
Minister of Kashmir Aff��airs and Gilgit
Baltistan who stated  that Prime Mi
nister Imran Khan would soon make
an announcement to this eff��ect.

Technically speaking GilgitBaltis
tan was a part of the State of Jammu
and Kashmir ( J&K) at the time of Par
tition  although  Dogra  rule  sat  very
lightly on this region. Much of it, par
ticularly Gilgit, because of its strateg
ic  importance  in  the  context  of  the
Great Game in Central Asia, had been
leased to the British by the Maharaja
and was under the direct control of
the  British  government  until  the
lapse of suzerainty. Gilgit had its own
Britishoffi��cered local army, the Gilgit
Scouts, which switched allegiance to
Pakistan within a week of the Maha
raja’s accession to India.

From  the  beginning  GilgitBaltis
tan was governed as a separate entity
by Pakistan and not as a part of Pakis
tan occupied Kashmir (PoK). Islama
bad had hesitated to declare it a pro
vince of Pakistan because of its claim
that J&K is disputed territory and its
future must be decided by a plebis
cite among all its inhabitants.

Why change status now?
There  are  several  reasons  why  Isla
mabad has now decided to formally
integrate  GilgitBaltistan  into  Pakis
tan.  First,  the  revocation  of  Article
370  by  India  and  the  bifurcation  of
the State into two Union Territories
have  sent  a  clear  message  that  the
Kashmir dispute is not only dead but
also buried as far as New Delhi is con
cerned.  Pakistan’s  imminent  move,
transforming GilgitBaltistan’s de fac
to status into a de jure one, is a clear
riposte to the Indian decision.

Second,  public  opinion  in  Gilgit
Baltistan has long been in favour of
full integration into Pakistan as a pro
vince as the predominantly Shia and
ethnically distinct population of the
region has very little in common with
PoK. Islamabad feels that by declar
ing it a province will assuage domes
tic dissatisfaction on this score.

Third,  China has  been  encourag
ing Islamabad to turn GilgitBaltistan
into a province. The ChinaPakistan
Economic  Corridor  (CPEC)  runs
through  GilgitBaltistan  and  China
has invested heavily in the region. In
view  of  India’s  continuing  claim  to
the area, Beijing is interested in de
linking GilgitBaltistan formally from
Kashmir so that its investment does
not remain hostage to the possibility
of  another  round  of  IndiaPakistan
hostilities over Kashmir. 

China also wants to repay India in
its  own  coin  following  New  Delhi’s
decision  to  separate  Ladakh  from
J&K. Beijing views the Indian move as
the fi��rst step towards India attempt
ing to enforce its claim on Aksai Chin,
currently under Chinese occupation.

In addition to CPEC, China consid
ers  GilgitBaltistan  very  important
because of its strategic location. It is
contiguous to Ladakh as well as Xin
jiang and could act as a staging post
against  India  if  a  major  confl��ict
erupts  in  Ladakh.  Beijing  possibly
presumes that Pakistan will agree to
a Chinese military presence in Gilgit
Baltistan  because  Islamabad  would
like to see India embroiled simultane
ously in a twofront war — in Ladakh
and Gilgit — with China. 

There  is  already  substantial  Chi
nese civilian presence in GilgitBaltis
tan related to CPEC projects. China is
interested in stationing military per
sonnel as well. Delinking the region
from  the  Kashmir  dispute  would
make  it  easier  for  the  international
community  to  accept  Chinese  pre
sence in GilgitBaltistan. It would also
serve  Pakistan’s  purpose  of  getting
back  at  India  for  abrogating  Article
370  as  well  as  complicating  India’s
strategic environment by the implicit
threat  of  turning  it  into  a  Chinese
staging ground.

India  must  calibrate  its  response
carefully because merely by turning
up the rhetorical heat, it may play in
to Chinese and Pakistani hands and
escalate the situation. Rhetoric must
always  be  determined  by  a  meticu
lous assessment of capability. 
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The Gilgit-Baltistan game plan
If Islamabad integrates the region into Pakistan,
that would serve its own interests as well as China’s 

Mohammed Ayoob

The Ceylon Government today [October 27,
Colombo] declared a state of emergency to
arm itself with the power to call out military
to  provide  maximum  security  as  people
rushed to banks to exchange demonetised
notes. Armed police and troops stood by as
banks opened after a twoday enforced holi
day.  Indians  holding  temporary  residence
permits are being questioned by police and
tax authorities as they try to change curren
cy notes. Press reports said that wellknown
shops owned by temporary residence per
mit holders put up their shutters in their ef
fort to dispose of currency hoards. Several
Indians are being questioned by police fol
lowing the arrest of a shopowner while try
ing  to  exchange  Rs.  1.5  lakhs  in  currency
notes.  Nevertheless,  some  1,100  currency
hoarders continued to buy currency notes
rather than surrender them to the Govern
ment, the reports added. Textile shops alone
reported  sale  of  Rs.  4.5  lakhs  yesterday.
There was heavy rush in almost all commer
cial  banks  from  the  early  morning  today.
The  people’s  anxiety  to  change  whatever
was left with them of hundred rupee and 50
rupee currency notes was evident from the
long queues before banks. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 28, 1970

Ceylon under emergency
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