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‘WORDLY WISE

FOREIGN POLICY 1S REALLY DOMESTIC POLICY
‘WITH ITS HAT ON.
— HuserT H HUMPHREY
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

REPAIR AND MEND

Delhi’s outreach to Kathmandu, Dhaka is welcome. Engagement
with neighbours needs to be constant and large-hearted

ELHIHASBEGUNal
Nepal and Bangladesh wlth ‘whom relatlons have ‘been uneven in re-
centmonths.

An American Kamala

The black part of Harris’s identity is bound to be
bigger, but the Indian part will not be suppressed

l}i(

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY

“YOU HAVE BEEN such a regular customer, so
Thope you won't mind my question. I know
whiteand I know black —whatareyou?" Thus
spoke my dry cleanerin South Bend, Indiana,
in2000.A small town brought to national at-
tention this year by Pete Buttigieg, the town's
former mayor Tatic presi-

Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli spoke with each other in a prelude to

Monday i
rial spat over the Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura-Kalapani trijunction. Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla's two-day visit o Dhaka came ata time when the Sheikh Hasina governmentis

dential primary withdistinction,losing finally
to Joe Biden, South Bend also houses the
University of Notre Dame, agreateducational
treasure of America’s Irish Catholic commu-
nity. | taught there for two years, 1999-2001.

Beijing or. aprojecton theriver Teesta. Thedrycleaner'scomment

forgr i somuchsothat siveor prej —itsimply
of External. " ctedcu The
Nepal maplastyear orthat colour of my skin did not. a?gn with her pre-
the Gitizenship ACt2019; N Down existing ding of America's great
nentA e probl et racial binary. Historically, one could either be
the years,thepoliicsof e rolein setting, blackorwhite, but thespacein the middle was
and skewing, India's foreign policy Of late, though, inthe US. Itis this mid-

politcsofthe rling party atthe Centre has been adominant force.

dle space — lyeither black, nor white — wh!ch

lion, aremarkableincrease over 1960, but that
isstillonly alittle over 1 per centofthe US.
Because their numbers were small and

black community is 12 times larger, it has a
longerand poignanthistory,and fter the Black
Lives Matter movement, its political signifi-

their

educated and skilled professions, Indians have
been invisible in America’s mass politics.
Engineers,scientists,doctors, business execu-
tivesand professors,Indians have been present

Equally important, research shows that
youngerAmericansare much more racially tol-
erant than their parents were. As Barack
Obama put t, the multi-racial character of

biggest i but ot nsmallrtows ke
have

Maywas qualitatively ifferent from theover-

South Bend. The largest

ly
1960s. Pickingak

York,
Chicago, Washington, San Francisco, Los

the black community that its voice is being
A i Iso

Angeles, Dallas-Houston and
Average Americans in small towns have little
directexperience of Indians. Almostcertainly,
the rise of Kamala Harris will make Indians
more visible in America’s publiclfe. But how
thatwill happen is complicated, and needs to
beunderstood inits complexity.

For America’s mass politics, Harris is pri-

heard, but a
readily vote for sucha ticket. Her background
asalawyerand her prosecutorial acumenalso
attract many.

‘That, however, does not mean that the
Indian ancestry of Harris is politically irrele-
vant. America's presidentiselected by anelec-
toral college, not by the popular vote. The col-

the tocast imis's iy blackand only secondarysomething g can make some small communities
caseofthe CAAin vice presi although it else.Atonel electorally criti
‘Assamand West Bengal Side.Or : should also be clear that it cannot compete herfather, ‘which often decide the presidency. In 2016,
; ! . ot with the historical charge of black identity, . from Jamaica and a former professor of eco-  compared to Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton
ceived, by virtueof i, almost Bangladesh, which Harrisalso simultaneously represents. ~ Because their numbers were nomics. She often speaks of the strong influ- polled 3 millions votes more, but she did not
hand, mustbe watd ion forwhoit might| Inthe In 1790, after independence, the US was small and their employment enceofher i i asa i iing states that
strategic: /t0o, th the South Asian neighbours roughly 80.7 per cent white and 19.3 per cent 1 after the d ic

fornotseeingitndias way. But the neighbours,which biavetheirown: vibrant democrtic
polites,have sized up India’s cconomic pre. and

black. In 1960, the proportions were 88.6 per
centand 105 per cent respectively. Afer the

are confidently leveragin ig powerii

Repairin; hnation qual irrespective of
ize, cy. Inversely Indiamustshow
al ity that too lon, ablu

transactionalism, in which each country is only a prize in an India vs China match. The en-
‘gagement has to be constant and continuous, not episodic or in reaction toa Chinese loan
here or with an eye on an election in a particular state. India and Nepal have had the most

i ing of people,

\cts of 1917 and 1924, white Eu-
ropeanswere practically the only immigrants
into the US (with some Latinos counted as
white) Between 1830and 1960, the Asian pro-
portion of America remained below 03 per
cent. Thatiswhy, once the indigenous Ameri-
canswerereduced tostatistical insignificance,
US history for along time did not have a third
race. The Hispanics, now 18 per cent of the

inSouth bord: i <

p n South Asia, with open a country, arrived mostly after the mid-1960s.
almost | India reation of Bangladesh. Delhi con- How many of the Asians were Indian? In
i politic: i [tmust mine “The Other One Percent”, Sanjoy Chakravorty,
there- D hatin

gion, toresetties, not just with d Dhaka but across the regi

JOB OF THE STATE

Instead of reserving employment for ‘children’ of state amid
economic distress, state governments need to be more creative

ITH THE COVID- i i onc an
already existing insular tendency on employment matters has
become more pronounced. On Tuesday, Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan went a step ahead of his prede-
cessor in announcing that all government jobs will be given to
the “children of the state” — last year, the Kamal Nath government had directed indus-
triesin MPto provide 70 per cent the state. The MP chief min-
ister recently by’
in Haryana and Telangana. In uly, the Haryana government approved a proposa for an
5 per cent torfor And,onAugust
5,the Telangana cabinet approved a policy centof
centof unskilled jobs in “new industries in the state”.
Conversations on reserving jobs for local people predate the pandemic, or the current
economic crisis — the Shiv Sena’s “Marathi manoos” rhetoric is infamous. In the 1990s, the

1940, there were only 2,405 Indiansin the US,
and although by 1960, when Kamala Harris's
‘mother came from Delhito Berkeley,the num-
bers had climbed, there were still only 12,296
Indiansinthe US. Itis after the 1965 immigra-
tionreform, whichabrogated national quotas,
that the non-white immigration rose rapidly.

heavily skewed towards the
educated and skilled
professions, Indians have
been invisible in America’s
mass politics. Engincers,
scientists, doctors, business
executives and professors,
Indians have been present in
the middle and upper
echelons of America’s biggest
cities, but not in smaller
towns like South Bend. The
largest concentrations have
been in the metropolitan

Butitis noteworthy thatin addmon togiving
her daughter asense of India, the mother also
emphasised Harris's black roots, makingit clear

Michigan and Wisconsin — Indian votes can
be hugely important this November, as the
Democratic party has already conceded.

thatthe U iew Kamalaasa
black woman. Such mixed upbringing was
easy ina multi-racial California, but much
tougher in a predominantly white Montreal,

Clinton lost by roughly 42,000

votes, Michigan by 11,000, and Wisconsin by

26,000. Pennsylvania has over 1,05,000

Indians, Michigan nearly 100,000, and
25,000. idais

accepted ajob. Harislived
in Canada for five years, completing her high
school education there.

tobein play. Trump won it by about 119,000
votesandover 130000Indiasve there The

are unmistakable, Kamala went for her BA to
Howard University,ablackcollegeestablished
after the abolition of slavery in the 1860s. What
Dbetter way to explore her black identity than
being in a historic black college, surrounded

black

number of Indian

In short, the black part of Harris's 1denmy
is bound to be bigger, but the Indian part will
not be suppressed. The logic of demography
and identity, an inescapable partof democratic
politics, shows why the Harris candidacy is

regions of New York, rodofones il Inpatinheied fomherfa- il Aerica isa2Iscenury Ameican e-
Chicago, Washi San ""’I'I cted ality

: s Atoel ciallyconstn
Francisco, Los Angeles, ifone hasboth blackand indianancestries,

Dallas-Houston and

-about4 mil-

Thewriteris Sol Goldman Professorof
fessor of Political

play a bigger role in American politics. The

Scienceat Brown University

THE ROOTED MODERNIST

Forty years later, the art of Ramkinkar Baij remains important and resonant

‘VANDANA KALRA

THERATHER GRAINY video of the documen-
tary Ramkinkar Baij: A Personality Study has
the pioneering modernist dressed in his trade-
‘mark Chinese straw hatand white bush shirt,
being followed by filmmaker Ritwik Ghatak

Gujarat cent Thestate, how- 3 . C
e ° : e ooy andhiscrew Hesemsobiivioustotheirpres-
alegislatic ence through most of the filming, sketching
policy —still requires seeksubsi-  profusely even when in conversation with
centlocal people. Ghatak. The artist tells him how he uses his
Burt larger oilpaintings to prevent the damaged
i icuou roof of his Tains.
Exigencie: the economic nodoubt, com- hotin SantiniketaninJuly 1975, the doc-

pelling. But state-] “Local", forone, isa
egory that could add to the couniry’s many faultines. A long history ofurisprudence
dating back to the 19505 makes the salient distinction between domicile and place of
birth, between the place of education and work. Asignificant body of work has also un-
derlined the role of labour fluidity in i purrin denrich-
ing the cultural fabric of different regions. Moreover, reserving jobs for local people mil-
itates against the citizen's fundamental right to move and work freely within India and
the idea of the country as one market. State governments need to talk amongst them-
selves and with each other toaddress current insecurities, to keep job flows going — pop-
ulistsolutions to economic woes could end up doing more harm than good.

103 NOT OUT

The determination with which senior citizens are fighting
Covid-19is an inspiration to younger generations

NKERALA, FOLLOWING the precepts of

umentary remained incomplete as Ghatak
passed away six months later. Nonetheless,
heenig-

i
matic and eccentric genius who s now con-
sidered tobe oneofIndia’s earliest modernist
sculptors. His means werestill meagre when
the Padma Bhushan awardee died 40 years
ago,on August 2, 1980, and itis perhaps only
inthelasttwo decadesthat his achievements
and contribution to Indian art and mod-
emnism are being recognised.

Ata time when art in India was largely

The non-conformist indeed
believed in the existence of
limitless possibilities. He
experimented with medium
and subjects alike, from
evocative and spontaneous

centred ic and realism,

to producing

Baij sought a language that merged social
commitmentand traditionalism with cubism
and abstraction. Though he explored west-
ernapproaches, hisartwas rooted inlndia
iin the red soil of Birbhum and the tribal in-
habitants of the region, the Santhals, whose
simplicity and resilience he celebrated in two
of hismosticonicsculptures — Santhal Family
(1938)and Millall(1956). The former s con-

public modernist sculp-

due respect to age. Amidst a surge in infections, the state has reported astonish-

ing survival stories of people who are vulnerable due to their age. There was ju-

bilation when a couple aged 93 and 88 recovered and returned to their homes

‘ollege. Kollam, aged 105, told the

Grim Reaper where he gotoff.Sheis the oldest COVID survivor in the state, but not ar be-

hind s Purakkatt Veettil Pareed, aged 103, who has just been discharged from the

Government Medical College Hospital in Kochi, emerging ina snappy black sweatshirtof
the ort favoured by people one-ffth hisage.

Thel i ly day; p
the spread of the contagion was still poorly on eti
very ral apprehension about s efect o the elderly, most of whom are compromised

ic, when

by ders. But the is «does not seem to respect
logic.It low youn; i i the elderly, who were
b€|IEVEﬂ to be at maximum risk.

dividend is attributed to the young, and val er expe-

rience. The survival o the elderly.including centenarians, reminds us that these attrib-
utesare not. Ind ‘more grit
afoe whose powers remain largely unknown. And every survivalin the oldest cohortis
an reminding us that we must not resilience — the hu-
man factor which makes all the difference.

||

arguably Indias first abstract
outdoor sculpture, Lany
Stand. For oil paintings, he
would replace expensive
canvases with bedsheets and
gunny cloths and thinned
local packet colours with
linseed oil.

turein India, and the latter i reportedly the
last work made by Baij using the technique
f

recallhow whentheir teacher “Kinkar da” pre
sented plays of William Shakespeare in the

of

Born nto a family of barbers in Bankura,
Baij had grown up admiring the terracotta
sculptures of the Bishnupur temples and the
idol makers in the region. An active partici-
pant in the Non-Cooperation movement of
1921, upon seeing Baijs portraits of national
leaders, Ramananda Chattopadhyay, editor
of the Kolkata-based magazine, Modern
Review, had suggested that he learn art at
Rabindranath Tagore's Visva Bharati, It was
here that Baij truly discovered himself. While

would be seated before n rapt attention.

Accustomed toautonomy while pursuing
his creative ambitions, rather, unfortunately,
his unconventional sensibilities were not ap-
preciated and accepted by all Indifferent to
fameandworldly comfortsand ineptinmoney
matters, he far exceedled the estimated time
and budget while working on the seminal
Yaksha-Yakshi statues guarding the doors of
the RBI building in Delhi. The humongous
pieces of Shivalik sandstone used to make

Tagore and Nandalal
his peers included

them were famous} in special
Delhi.

Chakraborty and Binode Behari Mukherjee.
Afterseeing his firstenvironmental sculpture
in cement-concrete, Sujata, in 1935, Tagore
reportedly said that he be allowed to sculpt
as he wanted acr

"As recently as 2017, hs Gandhi statue in
Assam was in midst of acontroversy when a
politician stated thatit should be replaced as
it presented a “distorted image” of Gandhi.

toonein

‘The non-conformist 1979, inthe WestBengal gov-
exisence of imitlss possibiles Heexperi- - emment suggested that Baijs Tagore bust at
should be replaced

evocative and spontaneous watercolours, to
producing arguably India’s first abstract out-

loor sculpture, Lamp Stand. For oil paintings,
he would replace expensive canvases with

ince fidnt ook e the Nobel Laureate
Responding to him, a rather nonchalant Baij
reportedly stated: “Let them smash it, who
cars?ldidtaskthem ointall "

packet colours with linseed oil. If there were

ashiscommnd hen ou observesome-

sculptures,he  thing, grabitlike.
wouldturn o the humble bamboo‘ticks,  And then,neverlookback Thosewerchis st
The artist " the artist
the communities around him, who were his
i s stud d india.com

Aucust 20,1980,

FORTY YEARS AGO

UP TENSE

CURFEW WAS STAMPED on five police cir-
cles in the city of Allahabad and the army
carried out a flag march following trouble
in Khuldabad. Another setback was re-
ceived in Aligarh where the police had to
open firing resulting in the death of one
person. The police resorted to firing when
snipers fired at a police party resulting in
injury to a constable. The Chief Secretary
of Uttar Pradesh, Ram Bahadur Saxena, said
that, but for those two incidents the situa-
tion in the state was fast returning to nor-
‘mal. The curfew was relaxed in few police
thanas in the town of Bareilly where one
person was killed in a stabbing incident

rests have been

yesterday. A total of 1,100
nade.

A CONSPIRACY?

THE INCIDENT AT Allahabad, which could
have proved another Moradabad but for the
timely action taken by the local authorities,
seems to support Home Minister Giani
Zail's apprehensions of an organised con-
spiracy behind these events. Almost on the
same pattern, a pig was used to create trou-
ble but with a small difference that the an-
imal was slaughtered this time. According
to the reports reaching the Union Home

they found the dead animal hanging at the
gates of the place of worship. But when the
people had got in, they did not encounter
the dead pig. The reports reaching the
Home Ministry say that the situation is
tense but under control at Moradabad,
Bareilly, Allahabad and a number of other
places in the state.

ISRAELI ATTACK

ISRAELI TROOPS AND aircraft attacked
Palestinian bases in southeastern Lebanon
late last night and early this morning, to
smash four amllery bases The anackexs

Ministry,
of the mosque after offering their prayers,

killed
two dead and 11 Wounded.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

Ina situation where desperate people

will flock to volunteer for the trial

given the hefty compensation, trial administrators must ensure participants
express genuine consent and are aware of the benefits and risks of

vaccination.

—DAWN

Her right to property

Supreme Court order on coparcenary rights is enormously welcome. But overhaul of social attitudes
and simplification of litigation processes will be necessary

HENA SINGH AND
SWATI PARASHAR

DESCRIBING THE IDEA of natural rights as
“anarchical fallacies” and “rhetorical non-
sense”, English Utilitarian philosopher,
Jeremy Bentham, strongly argued in favour of
positive/legal rights, both for their compre-
hensibility and tangibility. Rights for
Bentham were fruits of the law and of the
lawalone. It difficultto challenge the scope
of natural rights in a modern liberal demo-
craticsetup without invoking blowback from
the votaries of political accountability, indi-
vidual liberties and those who seek to curb
state power. However, it imperative thatin
order to gain efficacy, natural rights are de-
pendenton progressive legislative interven-
tions and executive capabilities, and, most
significantly,on periodicjudicial reviews and
decrees. The expansive judicial interpreta-
tions of the Right to Life under Article 21 of
the Constitution clearly set this out in the
Indian context. Further, contestation be-
tween morality, legalities, customary prac-
tices, social values and norms are character-

judicial sojourn that in a way commenced
from the judgmentdelivered in the case of C

1979) or Nergesh Meerza

iay notbe
that easy to settle these differences without
g N ciera B

(1981) continues to be persistent in break-
ing be it Sabarimala (2018), or

and social norms. In this context, the
Supreme Court's recent judgment granting
coparcenary rights to women requires anu-
anced understanding.

‘The judgment delivered bya three-judge
bench ofthe Supreme Courtis praiseworthy
simply for reiterating the idea that women
are born as equals, and that it is the patriar-
chal mindset and embedded customary
practices and traditions thataccord them an
inferior status. Inreal terms, the judgment is
progressive on two counts. First, for high-

granting permanent commission to women
officers i the Indian Army.

While the delivery of the judgement is
one thing, its proper implementation quite
another. Admittedly, this judgment accepts
the natural equality of women, but several
issues still need to be addressed.

Theissue of stree dhan, as explained un-
der section 14 (1) of the Hindu Succession
Act 1956, is upturned in the light of this
judgment. For example, the said section
provides that women can acquire property

retained post

lighting the patriarchal practices of the
of]

force of the Hindu Succession Act, ‘1956 -
and second, for settling the confusion cre-
ated by two of its own antagonistic judg-
ments in Prakash vs Phulawati (2016) and
Danamma @ Suman Surpur vs Amar (2018
cases. In the first case, it had ruled that the
amendments to the Hindu Succession Act
(2005) applied only to women whose par-
ents were alive on September 9, 2005, the
date of the notification of the act. In the sec-
ond case, itinferred that coparcenary rights
were birthrights. The Supreme Court has

asafull owner, and it can be carried over or
The

ere
are cases where the movable property may
have been given toa daughter by her father
as an intentionally undeclared and infor-
mal settlement between his descendants.
At the same time, it is quite true that stree
dhan over time gave way to the unethical
andillegal practices of dowry, buttheissue
of stree dhan needs to be explained further
iin the light of this judgment. If women are
seen as double beneficiaries of these laws
(through lineage and marriage), can we an-
ticipate that the ruling might impact dowry

now set forth the idea that

rights are birthrights free from limitations
imposed by the dates of any legal notifica-
tions. Asa natural corollary, property inher-
itance rights apply to all women retrospec-

anti-dowry laws?
Moreover, the right to possession may

notbe easy for women whoare married an

do not reside in their ancestral homes.

tively from 1956, theyear of the
of the Mitakshara laws as the Hindu
Succession Act.

perty
ient for urban settings. However, it may not
be that easy in the rural context, where most

What halisthe
progressive change in the attitude of the
courts, which now appear to be upholding
principles of substantive justice for women
both in theory and practice. Indeed, the
higher judiciary in India has generally been

perty isin the form of agricultural
land. Most women who may want to claim
their share may end up spending the rest of
their lives in ltigation to get their names on
the relevantdocuments. With patriarchy en-
trenched. itis doubtful ifmale heirs willshare

broad-minded in patriarchal
praclices and institutions. In that sense, the

initiate legal pmcesses inthe interest of the

CR Sasikumar

‘women family members.
Many educated, professional, midde-
class women who h rejected

Lessons from
Wangdung

From the pro-active forward positioning of
Indian forces against China in 1986, political and
military benefits accrued

ASHOK KMEeHTA

breakthrough nineyears ateron August 19-
20, 1995, during the eighth JWG at New
Delhi. India’s negotiating strategy was firm:
‘The vacation of Wangdung was to be with-
out prejudice to each other's claim lin
thosewhoadvanced first, withdrawfirst —a
PLAprinciplewhichwas applied at Doklam;
forcestowithdrawtotheir original positio
mutual and equal security and mutual un-
derstanding and mutual accommodation,

INANARTICLE 25 years ago,after the resolu-
tion on August 20 of the Wangdung intru-

1993 border protocol.

Witing in the Pioreer on September 3,
1995, former foreign secretary, A P
Venkateswaran,called the mutual wih-

sion alon Chu, [ had asked:
“Why are we quitting our territory?”

‘The question can beasked again. Astudy

of Wangdung near the infamous Thagla

Ridge—20km southof McMahonLineand

beyond thelimitof ndian patrolling —sin-

1 0n August 29, former
fDrelg'n secretary, N Dixit,also called it a
positive turn in The Indian Express. But
Deputy Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, BIP's Jaswant Singh, asked the gov-
ernment: Why are we withdrawing from

structive after the PLAinc

Ladakh. Ifonly civilian and military officers
‘had examined the earlier intrusion — the
rapid reaction of local military command-
ers, swift concentration of forces, offensive
spiritin dominating Wangdung and a firm
negotiating strategy — we could have
avoided the present fait accompli.

OnJune 16, 1986, the PLA pre-emptively
occupied Wangdung, a seasonal post that
used to be held by the Subsidiary

i 2 rd:

patriarchal controls and demands and
fought against lowry, have

occupied the Lungrola and Harhungla
withfor-

becn denied property ights by theirown
families. Most have chosen not to pursue the
legal pathway, whichis tedious,lengthy, and
expensive. Mostimportantly, those whoseek
property rights undergo harrowing emo-
prope W

ward elemen[s OI 12 Assam es[abllshmg

posts along four spurs surrounding

Wangdung — two forward checkposts 150

yards from those of the PLA were created.

12 Assamwas replaced by 3/5 Gorkhas. Had
1]

ask-
ing whatis rightfully theirs.

occasion, the law and courts may turn
outto be progressive. However onnoocca-

Tocal not been proactive, the
PLA would have sneaked up to Lungrola-
Hathungla Ridges, as it did recently in
Galwan, Pangong Tso and Depsang. By

our Similar
ingasked by Rahul Gandhi today.

Clearly, the terrain and internal ines of
communication favoured India at
Wangdung while multiple intrusions ex-
tending over 250-km in Ladakh recently
caughtmilitary commandersoffguard.Due
totheCOVID-19 pandemicandintelligence
and operational failures, India was stunned
by PLA intrusions and reacted tardily and
timidly. At Depsang (2013), Chumar (2014)
and Doklam (2017), India was able to work
outa complete withdrawal of the PLA. At
Doklam too, though India enjoyed an over-
whelming terrain and logistics advantage,
it failed to stop PLA from building fortifica-
tionsafterdisengagement The PLA returned
afew months later to continue building a
strategic road in the disputed territory but
India did nothing. After disengaging mini-
mally, the PLA has dug down on the Indian
sideofthe LACin Ladakh.

India’s negotiatingstrategy did not factor

Dok

sioncan
cedeto Teforms. The challenge

The right to possession may
not be easy for women who
are married and do not
reside in their ancestral
homes. Property
transactions may be more
convenient for urban
settings. However, it may not
be that easy in the rural
context, where most of the
property is in the form of
agricultural land. Most
women who may want to
claim their share may end up
spending the rest of their
lives in litigation to get their
names on the relevant
documents. With patriarchy
entrenched, it is doubtful if
male heirs will share
property-related documents,
information or initiate legal
processes in the interest of
the women family members

for economically dependent womenin far-
flung rural areas who are denied literacy,
dignity and, sometimes, even a name and
identity, in securing their ngh(s |s immense.

September 1, Exercise Falc
to deploy and air-maintain two mountain
divisions in a more strategic version of
India’s 1960 forward policy, ke the three di-
visions posted now, Tawang which had no
troops n 1962, was held with five nfantry

In parts of Bihar
eas where women are still addressed by
their village names or more commonly as
someone’s wife. Family histories have con-
veniently wiped out any references to
‘women,and what their lives were like, what

brigadesat fE Indiawas
abletoexercise,for he firsttime, controlup
toits perception of the McMahon Line.
Exercise Falcon was followed in 1987 with
Exercise C| when the entire

Military commanders, not high-level polit-
ical engagement, set the parameters for
withdrawal. Acomplex China-dictated tem-
plate has permitted the PLA's cosmetic dis-
engagement and unilaterally shifting the
LAC westwards, annexing Indian territory
while Indian soldiers are quarantined in
buffer zones. The Chinese are even refusing

duscusﬂmrdeepest |ntru$|Dnal Depsang.

northern front was war-gamed in each of

anteisoffthe table. lndla fa|led tofront-load

became of them, and how the
i b: support from hus-

hina.

ithout 'sclaimlines

bands and children.

S0 even as we welcome the court deci-

sion, we remain sceptical about its imple-
d its actual

China asked for a mutual withdrawal in
late 1986 butthe Indian Army rejecteditasit
needed time to execute a forward policy. In
199:

while insisting on de-induction to original
positions. Northern Army Commander Lt
General Y K Joshi's statement on July 25 —

Patriarchal atitudes re changing: Women

lines separating Sumdorong Chu — the PLA

uontsalong LAC — confrmed Deferce

property matters. However, there are slg'mf-

Ridge — but the Chinese feared this would
Be T '

oulcome of talks.

icant cultural, relgiou

requirea
massive overhauling of social attitudes to

was against the ad-
vieaf the China Study Groupand Mlmsuy

sive action was a positive turning point in
India-China relations — a case of aggressive

overcome. Beside: border by 4 Corps. Now, the 14
to be simplified and made accessible, inex- akmtu i
pensiveand time-bound, forwomentoclaim ~ the presentlocations of potentially

their coparcenary rights f denied.

Singh teaches Poliical Science at Miranda
House, University of Delhi; Parashar is
Associate Professor at the School o Global
Studies, Gothenburg University, Sweden

NEP, in fact

Policies matter. But those who implement policies matter more

From the pro-active forward position-
ing of Indian forces, a slew of political and
military benefits accrued: Completion of

transformlnglhe LACinLadakhintoanLOC
atimmense cost for India. On August 15,PM
Narendra Modi was being economical with

5toMc ine;
moral ascel\dency over the PLA; PM Rajiv
G Beijingin

thelACaferorderngthetaking downaf the

tionofa JmntWorkmg Group; PMLiPeng's
visit to India in 1991; the Peace and
Tranquillity agreement in 1993 and Army
Chief Bipin Joshi’s visit to China in 1995.
China recognised India as a strong and ris-
ing power, which invested up to 4 per cent
ofits GDPin defence.
Tall

detai the MoD web-
site. The oo “befitting replies” will not
impress the Chinese as our ambassador in
Beijing pleads with Chinese officias for the
restoration of the April 19 status quo ante.

Thewriter, aretired Major General, was part
ofthe Sumdorong Chu monitoring team asa

resulted ina

‘member of De

KaAPIL S1BAL

AN EDUCATED person is one who con-
- o o

driven by self-interest. Any education policy,
therefore, must nurture human values that

omy.Incidents inNU,Jamia Milia, University
of Hyderabad or for that matter, how the

national
priority to this profession. In the absence of
quality teacher-training nstitutions and mak-
ingeducationa national priority, none of the

tothe wel-
fare of society. In this context, let us analyse
the mindset behind the new National
Education Policy (NEP) recently announced
by the government.

First, the school syllabus for the current
academic year has been reduced by 30 per
cent because of COVID-19. The chapters
deleted from the curriculum for Class9to 12
include federalism, citizenship, nationalism,
secularism and democratic rights. These
chapters perhaps were the most important
partof the syllabus, which instead or being
deleted needed to b NEP

heads of higher
appoinied,ae all manifescations o an av-

[EP can be realised.
Fourth, in the context of the pandemic,

onnected
under Norn. only 141 lakh have been con-
nected so

Whil there i alk ofeducatonal tran-
ing and skill development starting at the
school level, there is very lttle homework

thoritarian dispensatior digital connectivity has become an educa-  done to standardise the same. It will take a of the NDA, the National Education ONLY IN THE EXPRESS
'Ihesecond1mpomnlannbuleofalvyed— tional imperative. Th should long putinto practice. We Poli

ucation policyis thatitmustnot,intheinitial ~ have realised this and put in place the nec-  could have easily provi i O ‘®WHY WE NEED SERO-

years, be exam-cent ation  essary i tureatleast for instituti tions by setting up vocational and training onhow tohavequalified teatherstoen. SURVEYS:

systems across borders, the teacher s a col- Infact, itionofed-  centres fon with industry. surequality education, given the govern- VINEETA BALAND

laborator inthe child's journey of discovery. ~ucation must include digital literacy if our  Intheareaof highereducation, again the ments'neoliberal economic policies. This SATYAJITRATH

The syllabus is not important. Textbooks  children are to be provided with access to  visionis farremoved from what we have wit- isbecauseitwil

limit the contours of knowledge. Policies  sources of knowledge. nessed since 2014, The NEP may talk about implementation of the model service @CALLING CONTEMPTBY

must break down the limits of knowledge
and allow children to expand the boundaries
of (helr mlnd Texlbnoks should represent

elfand

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

BLINKERED ATTITUDE

THISREFERS TO the article, New policy,
old mindset’ (IE, August 19). Like the
othermuch-{

IDEAS
ONLINE

It may be mslrucnve to note that in me

emphasis on esearch and setting upate-
search fund but ‘we have

early years of UPA-IL t
considering the Akash tab]e[ forourstudents,
What

talks about innovative thinking for idren
to learn what they wish. The reality is that
this policy is set by mindsets who are op-
posed totheautonomyof the mind. We have
seen recently how voices of dissent are
soughttobesilenced by this governmentby
unleashing terror on our young students.
This mindset is reflected in the way the BIP,

ion wi and

the universe. The NEP has no roadmap for
such discovery.

. we need quality teachers who un-
derstand their role in building characterand
careers. Teachers in this country, in terms of
both numbers and quality, are not fully
equipped to discharge their responsibilities.
The reason is there are not enough teacher-
trainin The roadmap for edu-

in with
with the help of ABVP, has sought to inter-
fere n the university system and victimised
those opposed to the diktats of a majoritar-
ian culture. For any education policy to be
successful, freedom of the mind for students

cation has to be firmly entrenched in [hose

iged was a national digital
framework pursuam to i optical

seensofar.the funding wil nly & go Jtoinats

conditions mentioned in the policy in
private educationalinstitutes. Infact, the
NDA's blinkered attitude could be the

Th i publicinvestment

fibre cables to provide ivity to 2.5

in i centof

lakh gram panchayats under the National
Optical Fibre Network (NOFN). The govern-

the GDP. However, under this government,
expendiurconeducationss aperentageof

N ourdl thel 414 per
provided with the necessary connectivityto ~ cent in 2014-15 to 3.2 per centin 202021
be able to access While we the Centreand

started to implement this roadmap, there
was strong opposition to it both from my
party and the then Opposition. It was unfor-

institutions, for

on the objectives of an enlightened educa-
tion policy. In India, teachers are lowly paid
and teaching is not a profession of priority.

theirge-
The mustnot

inthe ConcurrentList makes
itdifficult

the
L

tunate that ok beyond
their nose, they wish to oppose for the sake
of opposition without realising the benefits
of such an initiative. Today, NOFN has been
renamed BharatNet and the progress of con-
nectivity is woefully slow. Of the 2.5 lakh

states s a proportion of GDP s 3.1 per cent
i 2019-20 which remained stagnant at 2.8
per centsince 2014-15.

q atiol
Mahilpur

ITSNAME: HITESH JAIN

NAGA ACCORD WOES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Peace is
precious’ (IE, August 19). Nagaland
Governor RN Ravi's unwarranted en-
croachment of authority has compli-
i ‘Nagaprob

AGE BAR

‘THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Make it
same'(IE, August 19) Increasingthe min-
imum age of marriage for women s an
appreciablestep. Inmany rural, areaigu'ls

P
lem. The Centre needs to take the

thisage,a g|r1 st adocscent Cins

Policies matter. But those who imple- reiterateits lot of physical, hormonal
ment policies matter more. With the pres- cummumenl tofinalising the Naga ac-  and emotional changes during this age.
entmindset, the NEPmay be p hope CN(I-M) toletgirisun-
butonly on paper. wllhoutgwmgmwarbmarydemands derstand what they exactly want in life.

ib Sankar Paul, Nadia ‘Ayushi Singh, Agra.

HRD.

The writeris a former U
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Step back from
parochialism

Reservations forlocals willnot
solve the employment crisis

adhya Pradesh (MP) chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan

Why Facebook is wrong, yet again

Its commercial model incentivises hate speech,
threatens democracy, and disrupts peace

ern-
ment jobs in the state would, henceforth, be
reserved only for the “children” of MP, and rele-
vantlaws i .He

has also added that MP’s “children” I I

willhave thefirstright over the state’s

powerful American Internet firms that
aperates in India, quietly falling in line
with Facebook's corporate interests,
while puttingat risk the lives, let alane the
social concerns and political hopes, of
Indian citizens. Lt us be clear that noone

1o one — should experience the vitriolic
hate and online threats of violence to
which Das has alleged e was subjected

ing Facebook has forced greater
public scrutiny over the
company’s internal decison-

in
stary. Separately, bawever, unrwou.ldhup:
that no citizen of India — whether a sup-
poster of the BJP or Cangress — would

India — and may well be the

resources. His predecessor, Kamal

cally that has escalated to become truly

ican techtitan, which also owns WhatsApp
and Instagram. For Das — as Facebook’s

Nath. ofthej e internationalin scope.

0% would! chilling

reserved for locals. But MP is, of course, not uni in this investigation published last week by

FromH; " oy h“r umqnek The Wall Street Journal. The report
regard. From Har ujarat, from toKarna- ;

taka, across Indian states, there is either a policy framework
which reserves educational seats and/or jobs for locals or there
i itical pushin irection.

The fact that this cry — jobs for locals — has become a wide-
spread refrain is understandable. There is a severe crisis of
unemployment, and both public and private sector jobs have

a camplete take down of T Raja Singh’s

toherchi i bers.
the social concerns of all Indian citizens
should have come well before the commer-
cial interests of Facebook_ In this case,
sadly, they did not.

anti-Muslim posts — because doing so
would raise the ire of the political
dispensationafthe day. The danger of such

which,

our domination of the Indian social
mediamarket

Time and again, the company finds
itself having to wade delicately through
theseissuesafter the harm has already been
done. This is because Facebook is, in

umer
tation. The reason that Raja Singh's
posts go viral is not only because he has
a political base that follows his brand of
political leadership. It is also because it is
psychologically engaging to a vast set of
people. Hateful conduct is shocking, and
often, we consume it because we cannot
believe what we are seeing. We cannot
believe that a public personality could say.
such things. And in many cases, we only
want to see more and mare of it, even
groupthat

It is this sort of engagement that
Facebook craves. Because so long as it
has our attention, it can collect the data it
needs to behaviourally profile us and
capltalie on our perscnalites Thiscom

incentive threatens the very nature

profile an Facebook in 2018 on the basis in 2018, Detanged eniirely o solly of Pacchook's, ok vafher 1a @
iya Janat i Ontheane indivi
Party (BJ hand, i “do tangible. Internet sector today.
In practice, Facehook is i

y. At thetime, however,

= i Face.

Ankhi Das, who leads Facebook's pohcy

book’s
and, despite all the belly-blows the company

a monopoly that stretches across the
Indian digital media ecosystem. With its

efforts in New Delhi, in her
colleagues’ process, to block the meed
ban of Raja Singh’s account. Raja Singh

still stands tall in the eyes of most Indian

y economic power should
to keep

rightexample - notendorse the anes
or, worse, sidestep the issue entirely. Indian
citizens need tohave the tools necessary to

come an earnest res

and that is an that must start

either shrunk or not grown at the pace required to meet the has since argued that his account was  tobe protected. we already have in the contexts of tradi-  with policy action in New Delhi.
demands of India’s ing Instead of i hacked, and has further implied that  And yet, on the other hand, Facebock  tional media formats, thankstoa combina-
= X Facebook, in fact, fucilitated the spread feels a constant pressure to cater to all *

structural issues, which it i i Muslim Face.  tory Facebook played a Mmm&mmyl’mmdl\r
it wayout politicians. And calculus in 2018: Let's Harvard Kamedy Schoal, and author of
dond The situation is deeply concerning and  indeed, in this case, Facebook decided  not rankle the ruling party by taking Temes of Dissarvice. He hes v wovked
by framing the issue as one between insiders and outsiders. A should ring alarm bells. Here, you had  nottodotheright thing - whichwouldhave  action against violent political speech 3t Facebook andin the Obarma Whake House
an Indian employee of one of the most  been taking down Raja Singh's blatant  at a time when we are trying to expand The views expresand ave persoru)

nativist sentiment is built up, and citizens are told that they
would

jobs, but for the

ple—reservation. Desperatefurhope‘voterstendtuseelhxus

apanacea and fall for a dolittle the
real and complex issue of joblessness.

Thi iti i i A
key itutional tenet i ity of i di

crimination — this push towards policy-based parochialism
flouts it. Another key tenet is the freedom to move across the
country, : d
tise any profession — the measures adopted by various states

UPCOMINGELECTION

For his vision and actions,
Bihar trusts Nitish Kumar

He has transformed Bihar's development map for the
better, empowered people, revived the image of the state

roads, electricity, drinking water, the
girl child's education, women's empower-

How Nitish Kumar has
halted Bihar’s progress

In the Lalu Prasad-Rabri Devi years, the state had an
inclusive development agenda. Nitish set the clock back

ment and crime. OQutward migration from
Bihar [ar work and education is the
highest in the country. The CM has ruined
the education, health, agriculture and

onsti- ment and acces o public serviees. This industry sectors. Operating factories,
e the expectations from himare sugarand jute mills were shut down and
hd elwn!lml! no new industries were set up. Public
With such there will be isevis
mme dmnuthan which will also be the Covid-19 crisis. He gave powers to
different partsofthe countn v\hlch such polmeavnl.lonly dis- he irus pandemic has i i recruit
Therei: But teachers and set the terrible precedent
courage. a * will C)decides  dent in expressing their satisfaction and leadership in Bibar. iri is. Carrup-
not solve that crisis, and, instead, create other for grievances. This is a sign of the trust that i ituth
= plale s . . -
national integration. Evolve a consensus across parties and Hons in theC LA b z‘::::':{l":;"‘"‘m" “““’"“""":1“") that not a single bit of work gets down
i his fi ? event for bency /nativity cert
Th i Bihar, under Nitish Kumar, hasbeenona  Information Reports. Bibar is perhaps the
casing ofthe power, Noother i oy sate where bridges colapse even
i i i before their is
tual medi; lish does. its trajectory is shaped by the size and  withstand one menscon and dams are

Bihar will seta new
election paradigm
Reconcilingmass-based activity with
social distancingposesa challenge
he Election Commission (EC) is set to come up with
guidelines to hold elections for the Bihar assembly
soon. This will be the first major election since the

pand.emlc hit lrn‘hx —there have been polls to Rajya
Sabhaand limited

number of voters. The EC is, according to a report in this news-

paigning. voter connect, and possibly also
thecastingaf votes.
The second, and most vital, aspect of

‘At the more subliminal Jevel thoush,
his appeal is also based on his having
revived the image of Bihar, and all

direction of the national economy. Our
party, the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), for-

damaged by rats. As many as 57 huge
scams involving colossal amounts of

merly the Janata Dal,

y
this election will be a paradigm shift in  things Bihari cuttingacrossall castesand state from 1980-2006. Clearly. Nitishabandoned governance
the electoral plank. The clichéd bijli, . In 1920, my father, Lalu Prasad, took  and public welfare from his second term
sa While Biharis ught of as over, by huge debt, gross  onwards, 's resour-
will no lnnue‘r hold. T feel that the main s ial s i ces on trying to stay in power. Ties
determinant to shaping voter perception thanks between the Jlnali Dxl (Ulu'led) anﬂ
assured delivery to be precise. And this  CMnamely nyay ke saath vikas Gustice and My mother, Rabri Dev l.nmm
i i i ister (CM) 3 ter (CM) from 1587 to ms During this  be snapped ties with lht BJP and made
Nitish Kumar, has no competition. One must remember that Bihar was in time, 2014. Then, in

Nitishis not justa visionary, butan ener-
getic doer. A product of socialist and youth
movements, his politics and palicies are
guided by principles of equality, justice,
wdnlwtﬂm and progress. He stands out

a dismal state when Nitish tock charge
in 2008. It soon moved to a double-digit
growth rate through an entire decade.

these parameters. In hindsight, we realise
that the 1590s required immediate inter-
vention in correcting an unequal social

haw btul in public life !nrcv:f!wrdrt

m Union minister, and then as CM of

2015, he joined hands lllh the RID and
became the CM again. True to type, he
ditched us in 2017 and again tied up with
the BJP and remained the CM. But this

led by Nitish

had to work on many froats — systemic
reforms, robust social achieve the goals of social justice for
mobilisation. oppressed and vulnerable citizens so
Itwas the first state toimplement 50% res: that they could get a sense of belonging

har's

terms of development.

During his teaure, which still contin-
s, Nitish has turned Bibar intoa waste-
land. For him. imageisall. Heannounced

paper on Wednesday, planning to allow pllwcal rallies, but Bihar, be has gone gh all the rough them. My father is secular to the core.  the prohibition vn alcohal and dowry to

i i strayed i imed ily at t, Ild.ldut d ject hi But thereal-
withli presence; permit nomi- apdtumbie of polites. e ayed - tives aimed primarily a £ empowerment, e did not mind risking h P a - heral
nation forms; allow limited door-to-door campaigning; and thestate. hibition, curbing child labour, and the Jal nmck b) the forces which threatened o and no marriage takes place without a

lkhuu!dhum«m\vslmhnm o

Jeevan Hariyali Abhivan targeted at

destroy the social fabric and compasite

dowry. Thanks toa favourable media, he

ofpeopisineach, l""‘"“ culture of India. has gotaway withitby canveniently blam-

hall Al ofthe pan- hy ‘water, socialsecurity, road cannectivity  important cogs in the wheel of Bihar's ingour party for
Lan ler.So, itis i ili education, health, social sector and the But now the day of reckoning is
demic. The EChas done well to have extensive deliberations unu wonder that bijli, sadak, pagniare  over 15years. economy. When Lalu Prasad became  approaching. In each election, be has
thall andits inallli Not surprisingly, this makeover is | CM,bestartedthe recruitmentofteachers  gone out to seek votes, not based an his
5o app . The Bihar of today is a far cry from the  integral to the of every iti inati track record, but by making persansl
nextyearin West Bengal, gus st wo Inkariied to 208 Wa kave {ndividiel Botnhasesninthe Wayibay | the Bihar Piblic Sarvice O andhis

amil canduct in their daily lives, | thereby bringing party i
™ Md“' Puducherry, Kema and Assam. . i corners M(hn state, thanks to the 27,000 intheconfidence withwhichmany women | the process. A series of such vekorme  scmaevidenceos theotherta defimemy
Thereal y opposite kilometres of state highways and district i g
The firsti i ind: 1 f Jeevika, in the images
grer the st 8 years. Wehave moved to - of young girl cycling through Bibar's | and dom some. P .
where political leaders can relay their messages and voters being a power-surplus state with all of  village roads to and, i cists. Initiatives such as this became a Over his 15-year rule, we have seen
cannotonl: but al their con- Bihar's villages on the electricity grid.  ease with which trade and cnmmmm trigger for sinister conspiracies to  how this negative politics has proved
Y Today, even far-flung rural areas get 20 carried out daily. The rest,as they  disast jihar. It diverts attention
cerns and grievances. This, by its very definition, is a mass- bouuwmmolzkﬂru:m For several generations of voters, this | sy, is history. from the bigger picture and puts paid
based activity. Th nd is the need t ¢ of their callective persona ish did some good work in his first owits time
activity. The second is the need to prevent any mass- IhlGInlNa.thul whn:hu:laulncm is too precious to with, The to consider whether we should trust
based activity tokeep the spread of thei under control, : i totell Buti a person who. about the
PR water,onthe lines ofasimilar central gov.  the difference between and | terms,

and safety The " i evolving any sort of inclusive develop-  of electoral democracy is that the

fact that Bihar is under-equipped in terms of health infrastruc-
ture and has seen disturbing Cnv:d 19trends makes thxs even

gent The EC a ¥ prin-
ciples of safety as well as equal access and democratic rights.
But the responsibility lies equally with both pohm:al leaders

the early days of his current term. It has

ment agenda for the state. Instead, | hy

They will be selective about who they will
They

¥ to powerisin the hands of the people.
1 can only hope that the wisdom of

and participate in polls with gr

This August 15, the C! i i y exercises, y

reelected. i mask hisfull  a progressive government in this new
plot i Bikar. This wllives nﬂrlzulluuln last 15 years. ures. The state v:rlormtd pooriy onall  decade. one whichcollectively works for
1 push an ywi the peace and prosperity of the belea-

barvest three to- {wrcrwunnmlly And repart. Gaing|

the CM's record shows that Kass
00) e s, water rescurces, Today, Bihar’ i

Sowrment o/ | lowest in the country, and its per capita of Onpastian, Biter

Nitish's name has come to be associated.

. wil
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Online thrills derived
from a game of skill

Dreamll’s ascent as the title sponsor of IPL 2020 may be explained by the success of virtual

cricket. But a closer look at the fantasy version suggests an appeal that's not quite the same

ovid is fast turning cricket vir-
tual, and by that, we do not just
mean the artificial cheers and
claps that eerily follow the sound
of willow thwacking a ball into
empty spectator stands. The
ascendance of Dreamll, a fantasy gaming plat-
form, into the game’s spotlight in India marks
the coming of age of virtual cricket. The Mum-
bai-based company that owns this brand has
put down big money, areported 3222 crore,
for the privilege of playing the title sponsor of
this year’s Indian Premier League (IPL) tour-
nament to be held in the United Arab Emirates
next month. After bigger names like Tata Sons,
Reliance Jio and Patanjali dropped out of the
reckoning, it outbid e-learning start-ups Byju’s
and Unacademy. Dreamll replace: o, the
Chinese phone maker that had acquired title
rights for five years until 2022 for an annual fee
0f%440 crore but had to retire hurt from the
IPL arena after India-China ties came apart.
Covidjitters and fewer bidders explain the
cheaper sponsorship rights this year. Yet,
3222 crore isajaw-dropping sum for the
2008-founded Dreamll. By one calculation,
its revenues this year would have to be triple
its 2018-19 estimate for the IPL outlay to be
under one-tenth of its topline, the ad spend
proportion that big advertisers try not to over-
shoot, globally. But then, this is an internet
unicorn, valued above $1 billion, and is clearly
betting on explosive growth.

It may turn out to be a worthy bet. Thisis
because a larger than suspected part of the
sport’s appeal might lie beyond its physical
thrills. Virtual cricket has beaten sceptics to
succeed. Atone time, only simple games were

deemed suitable for online play, the sort that
involve each side trying to go one-up on the
other’s score of goals. In time, what had
seemed like a disadvantage, the complexity of
cricket’s format, emerged as a key attraction.
Of course, its high popularity in India has
helped, but we can attribute some of its suc-
cess to its unique blend of target-orientation
and strategy, all of it enhanced by its “glorious
uncertainties”. The virtual version of the game
leaves even more to chance. Throw in finan-
cial rewards, as Dreamll has done, and it offers
aheady buzz of adrenaline without anyone
having to move more than a finger or thumb.
The platform that is hoping to lure millions of
IPL fans does let its users make such decisions
as team selection, a captaincy skill. But the
game itself appears to go by random out-
comes. To spice it up, the app allows one to
predict how a player will perform and awards
points for accuracy. Those who play for cash
canwin a pot of money—minus a service fee—
filled by other participants.

Gaming isbooming in India not just for the
fun of playing, it seems, but for the thrill of
playing for money. With covid keeping people
indoors, market revenues could soar. Dreamll
isnot alone. Start-ups such as Nazara, Paytm
First Games and Games24*7 are in the field too.
Allappear to have expanded their user bases
vastly since the corona outbreak. Lofty profit
pmjectiom are being made. Global im estors
are moving in. It is not ariskless busin
though. Its tax and regulatory burdcn could
tightenifit gets adjudged as a game of chance,
rather than skill, someday. So far, Dreamll’s
skill claims have legally been upheld. On this
count, it has 222 on the board without loss.

\Y4

What can be done about British
education’s festering class divide

Grades crunched out by algorithms have worsened a problem that calls for the breaking of barriers

is awriter based in New York. Read Salils
previous Mint columns at
wwwlivemint.com/saliltripathi

hasinequalities, but
ties matter more: in

;inIndia, it is caste;
inthe UK, itis class. dllCa!lOll ismeant

verysocie

arevisible: A Sutton Trust study done
between 2015to 2017 showed that
pupils from eight elite schools il

Algorithms are good at mimicking
hov\ the mmdlhmks -towhichtheyadd
th:

1310 placesat Oxford and Camhudg,c.

at
bright students o onde rperforming

therestofthel, 220 tostu-
snot

1 Fnund it far]nrdenomer

dents from 2,900 schools. Thisd
mean thatall admitted students from
elite schoolsare undeserving, or those
from state schoolsare not smart; only
that talented students from state

scl hnnlxlmd itharder to get in.

comethes i gra
ot marked down, and admissionoffers
werewithdrawn. Privately-educated
students saw grades boosted by 4.7
points, three times the boost state-edu-
cated students got. Halfof all privaely-

k, Waitingfor the
Lt()m(ln\, British commentator Nick
Cohen pointed out the dangers of being
inawe of the elite. Irish writer Fintan
0'Toole has memorably described the
Brexit disaster as an Osbridge debate
that went too far.

‘The fact s that only about 7% of Brit-
ishstudents gotoprivateschools, which

to riers that
birth impose and traditions perpetuate.
Over the years, successive British
governmerits have tinkered with ways
toremove structural hurdles in the path
of those historically disadvantaged. The
British metaphor s the orderly queue.
Most people join one unct ()mpldmm(,l\

lling.

Going to one cnables the student to

get closer tothe front of the queue.
Thlsls notunexpected. Private

xcellent grades;
onlyafifth of state-educated students
did the same. Clearly, the algorithm
perpetuated injustice. Scotland was the
first to reali;
scrapped the outcome. Now the UK's
other nations—England, Northern Ire-
land and Wales—have done the same
and asked universities toaccept the
higher grade between the school-pre-
dicted and the algorithm-determined.
Britain will have an oversupply of
raduates in 2023, Will post-covid,

class sizes, ensur-

mbmnremdn|L|u(|lJllenlmn‘pmenh

arelikely to be better educated and

wealthier, and invest in extra-curricular
ities: students b t

Britain have jobs for them?
Thatisalongerterm problem: as former
prime minister Harold Wilson once
said, aweek isalong timein politics,

andresent those
In Britain, being part of the “uppe
Jassis the calling card for opportuni-
ties, internships and jobs. Those in the
charmed ci ave easier access to
private education at schools and top
universities. Education at Oxford and

and thel Boris John-

and libr: well a:

son isn't worrying about

debateand travel abroad. These advan-
tages tend tomake the privately-edu-
cated student outwardly more well-
rounded than one from a state school.
Ajudicious system would set the

2023 whenitisn't sure of the post-
Brexit future, now 18 weeks away.
Algorithms create the llusion of
objectivity, inanod to the Rawlsian
logic ofthe “veil of ignorance”. But that

Cambridge universities opens doors imbalance ight by canproduce
and careerstothe advantageouslyborn. | seckingout state ince the veil of

fi state-1 schools, SUre itie i the ci f
o oor families who qualify orfree et predetermine outcomes | the person ontsotherside.

meals, find the path tougher, though
many are makingit. Tobe sure, elite
universities have sought out candidates
from deprived backgrounds, but itisn't
enough.

'tdete

could be axed and different ways to
assessaptitude explored, making the
incoming classlook more like today’s
Britain, not yesterd:

Covid-19 has revealed the gloriously
f British education.

sion. The school you attend matters, as
doadmission interviews, where besides
knowledge and intelligence, confi-
dence, witand alacrity arcalso evalu-

Since examinations could not e held
this year, authorities decided thatan
algorithm would assign student grades.
The criteria apparently included class

ated. How th

weighedis | size,s ance, and the
never known; each collegehasitsown | schools track record,
magic formula, but the consequences | mirroring reality.

10 DEARS A6O

Thereisaway out. Think of that

i jon ofa baseball game in
a bal]par}\ behind a boundary wall.
Three ticketless boys want to watch the
game. One s tall, and he can look over
the wall. The other stands on astool to
see better. The third is too short even
with the stool. That's reality. Put the
middle child onastool and give the
shortest child two stools; that seems a
fairer outcome. But then, true justice
would be to let the wall fall. We are far
from breaking down barriers.

JUST A THOUGRT

For once cricket has
claimed you, it never

lets you go.

MARCUS BERKMANN

The shot Rishi Sunak might have at 10 Downing Street

RAHUL JACOB

lShl Sunak may bca formu(:ol(lmm
but

ligraphy-styled signature on Twitter and
Instagram.

Britain has not seen anything like it—at
leastnot since Tony Blair
asasimilarlyYouthfulleaderof New Libour

covid.Second-quartergross domestic prod-

lus ofabout 1-2% of GDP. Pronab Sen, In¢

mentausterity to balance the bool

illa
otastarton i

v, will prove

inthe mid-1990s. “
people, rarely get oot the momens

that ”Sunaksaid in July, unveil-

aN

isa Mint columnist and a

the industries that are hurting mml
because of the pandemic. Principal among
the hich loy 1.8 mil

ing his mini-budget. Giddy predictions that
Sunak, Infos\s CO folmdcr N.R. Nara na

draModi government's wait-and-look-for-
green-shoots approach.

mil-

Murth

lion people in the UK. This month, the | terrea odamsmndo but theseare carly
10-year-old of quer | days.} quitin February after
subsidized up to £10 per persontogetpeo- | a bitter tussle with Prime Minister Boris

pletoeat out between Monday and Wednes-
day. Inthe first week, 11 mlllmndmm\tuul\
their

former Financial
correspondent.

advantage. To help
covid 1n‘<|ene< Sunak ph)ed wa aiter for

Johnson’s adviser Dominic Cummings.
Since the pandemic erupted, Sunak has,
unlike Johnson, scored no own goals—
beyondnot weannga mask whileservingat

camerasat the ndon
Last month, the goods and services tax for
the sector was cut from 20% to 5%.

Sunak has also introduced a furlough
scheme where the government pays most of
the salary ofemployees ofallindustries who
would have been laid off. It will cost the gov-
ernment £54 billion. He is also footing the
bill for companies to hire and train lb to
24-year-olds, who might otherw
unemployed at the outset of their care
Eachannouncement hasborne Sunak’s cal-

suits stand om beside Johnson, whose
uncombed hairisa trademark.In March, the
UKappeared ity
strategy until Johnson did a U-turn on 16
March. A cocksure British exceptionalism
underpinned Johnson's campaign to leave
the Europea /has the
highest increase in death rates in Europe,

vhich is shoc] on its high-quality
National Health Service and that it boasts

India, like much of theworld, isinaonce-in-

uct (GDP) fell by a fifth, the largest drop | former GDP
among major European economies. will decline by 12-13% this year. He worries | his mother at her pharma
hot to prominence Sunak’s willingness to use massive | thatourburea New | unpopular d
i pport i ysub- | Delhiwillactonly after -quarter GDP
muchless i contrasttothe Naren- | data August confi

ntheroad. Thisweek, athink
tank warned that ending the furlough
n 31 October, could lead

a-century downturn. Sup-

to2million people losing viable jobs.

Few chancellors actually make it to 10
Downing Street, as Robert Shrimsley, a
Financial Times co]ummst pomls out.

trydisruptionsonce the transition to Brexit
ends in December and a possible <econd

any other finance minister
> of the pandemic,
sparked conceivably by easing restrictions
on pubs too soon, is a possibility. For now,
Sunakis having what commentators indeli-
cately call“agood crisis”. His Stanford MBA-

Rahul Khanna, co-founder ply chainsand industrywill
of Mamagoto and sy Chancellors Sutfer |rrcmc1bled1?nago

Granny says . waiting forgov unak

hat the Uk government. ©F the British 0 wilkcly

“has worked with munici- take effectonlyin January.

pal councils to make exchequer Last month, Tarun B;

‘pedestrian only’ areas to rarel m i i y, | not

ncrease (options for out. 11 € y become - omomica i | Bt h oo
door) seating”. Khanna, PMs but his reports of a severe down-
whoplanstoopenarestau” 3 turn were “anecdotal’, but

rantin London thisOcto-~ COVId F@SPONSE  promised bank recapitali-

ber, complains that in Zation. “There is utility in

India, “the government  has stood OUt  not creating a panic,” in

does not even recognize
restaurants as an industry
and clumps us with tourism”.
Sunalk's targeted generosity—the Treasury
correctly decided last week that Tata’s steel
and Jaguar Land Rover businessesin the UK

Sen’s words, “but denial

does not help.”
Sunak's big spending plansare not with-
he UK'spublic debi-to-GDPratio
ched 100% for the first time in 50
years. The increase in public debt will be

y yi without
taxpayer help—looks mot i

among the best medical

against nment

more than £350 i - But10-year
UK bond yields are at 0.22%, versus 3-4%
during the global financial crisis. Govern-

honed problem-solving approach looks
thoughtful nexttoabumbling Boris. Sunak
have built the foundation for a recov-

ry—and has even given Britons reason to
calout. In1931duringhe Great Depression,

act(ing) on the optimistic hy pothes:s (50it)
will be realised.” At a bleak time, Rishi
Sunak’schoreographed optimism issound
economic policy.
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A dicey dollar could yet revive
Keynes's Bancor currency plan

Awell-funded IMF could act as the world’s lender of last resort if America’s Federal Reserve gives up that role or fails in it

BARRY EICHENGREEN

A4

MINT

This animal can run at 30kmph and hadn't been spotted for 50 years

ISTOCKPHOTO

Good news: The elephant shrew is alive and well

mouse-sized elephant shrew that had been lost to science for 50 years has

beendiscoveredalive and wel] in (he Hom of Afica. The
0|

 Somali sengimates

forlife, can

its trunk-like nose. But

ithad not be

1968.1n 20 out

is professor of economics at the University of
California, Berkeley.

he dollarisin free-fall! The global
greenbackis doomed! So scream
recent headlines. Actually, such
sensational headlines are “too sensa-
tional”, to echo that noted authority on
currencies, Miss Prism, in Oscar
Wilde’s The Importance of Being Ernest.
‘The dollar’s fall in July toa two-yearlow against
rthese
s(oncs In facl lhc dollar'srecent slideisoneina
series of readily explicable fluctuations. When
the covid-19 pandemic went global in March, the
llar theback of safe-t
ﬂn\\, sinto US Treasury bonds, as it does at the start
of every crisis. By May, the Federal Reserve, acting
as global lender of last resort, had accommodated
this mad scramble for dollars by pouring buckets of
liquidity into financial markets, and the greenback
gave backits early gains.

The dollar’s subsequent depreciation reflects
the changing prospects of the US and European
economies. With the spread of covid-19, the US
outlookis deteriorating, so investors expect the
Fedto keep interest rates low for longer. In the
eurozone, the virusisunder better control, and
data from purchasing managers’ surveys re
surprising on the upside.

Thisimproving oul]ook doesn’t mean that the
European Central Bank (ECB) will start raising its
policy rate tomorrow. But it does incline investors
tobelieve that it will start normalizing interest
rates earlier.

Thisrelationship—you tell me the outlook for
interest rates, and I can tell you the change in the
exchange rate—hasa name, of course. As Miss
Prism will remind you, it’s called “interesf y
This theory doesn’t work perfectly. But no theory
ofwhat determines the exchange rate does. When
seeking to understand events, we shouldn’t make
the perfect the enemy of the good.

Seeking to explain euro bullishness, some
observers point instead to the agreement by Euro-
pean leaders to issue €750 billion ($884 billion) of
European Union (EU) bonds. This is bullishness
without the “ishness”. Seven hundred fifty billion
eurosis less than 5% of the stock of US government
debt held by the public. It's a drop in the bucket, in
otherwords. Anda drop does not a liquid market in
safe assets make.

Evenifthis really is Europe’s Haml]loman
moment”, ramping up EUis e by a factor of

20wl takedecades, That's how long Europe will

policiesare sound and stable. US policy has been

Y\nrls(hewnmmhr viable alternative. Given

risky and erratic, despite havinga*
atthe helm.

Banksand firms hold a currency when itis useful
for o ; i the et
country. But President Donald Trump’s adminis
tration has done more than any inliving memory
todisrupt US trade. Governments, for their part,
hold and use the currencies of their alliance part-
ners. And, under Trump, the US today is no longer

Givenall this, it would appear that the stars are
aligned for banks, firms and reserve managers to
backaway from the dollar. But the currency
international role hasnot ditninished signficantly.
Itk i lect

China, no
ernment will encourage s residents to depend on
the People’s Bank of China for liquidity, any more
than they will encourage them to depend on Hua-
wei for 5G.

With the Federal Reserve able and willing toact
aslender oflast resort to the world, the status quo
is tolerable. One personnel change at the Fed will
notalter how foreign officials view this situation.
But one personnel change could augur another, at
which point other countries will think twice. At
that point, they will realize they have no other
option towhich to turn.

Theonlysolution tothisconundrumis more

donlyalongs

Monetary Fund,

share in central banks foreign-cxchange reserves,

need to createa benchmmk asset w ith quidi
of US Treasuries. An !

or cxample—andeven thereonly y
he 't

sothatitcan supply countriesinacrisiswith the
dollars lha! afuture Fed fails to provide. This, of

trade on today’s news, not on something that may
ormay not happen decades from now.

Indeed, the most striking takeaway from recent
experienceis the dollar's resilience. Normally,
investors hold a currency when the issuer’s

Tl
Thatcher famously pum is“TINA™: there is no
alternative. The eurois not an alternative. The

course, that John Maynard Keynes
offered in 1944, albeit by another name.
‘The 80thanniversary of Keynes's “bancor”

stock of alon,
national lines, and Alexander Hamilton is not
comingto the rescue anytime soon.

roposal i What better way to mark
the occasion than by implementingit?
©2020/PROJECT SYNDICATE

{toscarch for heanimal ollowing ips from the region... rom where theonly past

reports had come, but in neighbouring Djibouti. Locals were able to identify the

creature from old photographs with Houssein Rayaleh, of Association Djibouti

Nature, saying he had seen theanimal before. The team tapped intolocal knowl-

edge, and the fact that i irds of prey, toset likely
it ith ion of peanut butter, oatmeal and yeast.

The Guardian

No ‘smartphone zombies' in this city, please

hentravellersgetoffthe trainat Yamato City, acommuter suburb popular
wnh h|m|]1e-~ .Jhom 'SOLm from Tokyo, their eyes mlgh' bedrawnto a iew

i forecourt. Tl
indication of a policy that atracted global attention: aban on pedestrians wsing

theiry awidely used

huffling, bowed. screens.

It'sa theword aruki Ik a butits

long thelines of ie’. In January, Yamato

Ci around 12% of the city’s
6,000 recorded pedestrians ing their p walking.

BBC

Batman to the rescue of Santiago’'s homeless

stranger disguised as Batman is prowling the streets of Santiago delivering

food to the homeless, providing sustenance and light-hearted solace to those
inneed fDl]ov\‘mgmonlhsof]ockdo\vn in lhc Chilean: capllal Tllc man, who wears
ashiny , delivers
a l‘ew dozen plale;ul‘hol l'uudv |hs South American
“Lookaround you,
see |fyuu( -an de-du dtea ]ll(]é‘(lmé‘ alittle food, alittle shelter, a word sometimes
ofcncouragcmcm tothose whoneed it", he said, adding the disguise was meant
dofcoro-

to’ . Res temming
navirus have devastated Chile'seconomy.
Reuters

The Great Barrier Reef could be worth $56 bn

hreecoral
mentsworried for the Great Barrier Reef's h
sionson the 050 reefstrategy, which willshortly go o UNESCO: Thc mofsuppons

about 64,000 $6. 4h||I|on m (he conomy
eachyear, mosl ism, “Asanasset, 1a1$56
billion,” the joint d tudy finds. The serious con-

cermsarc expressedin the draft Reef 2050 Long»TermﬁuslamdlnlllyPldn which

penfor sixweeks natureof three
‘mass coral five nnm studysays.
“Ilconﬁmslheurgenlneedlodoa]lwecan

The Sydney Morning Herald

The Pissarro artwork that Nazis had got hold of

U, appeslscourthasruled thata CamillePissarropslntinga Jewishwoman

traded tothe Holocaust in1939 may remain the property
ofaSpanish museum that acquired itmore than  half century later. The unini-
issued \ ybya fthe 9th U.S. Circuit Court of

Appealsisthe latest—but posably not the b ina case that has wound throgh
thecourtsof Spain and the United States for 20 years. At stakeis “La Rue St. Honoré,
effetde-Soleil Aprés- Midi 898, anoi-on-camvasworkofa i swep Parissireet
hat Pissar hishotel window. Itsvalue has

i K0m|]l|()nJ/|]|yC4..urnA" er-in-lawbought it di
I Pissarro’sart dealerand left it to her and her husband when he died.

PRADEEP S. MEHTA

nhancing the ease ofliving has been a

THEIR

Filter out bad regulations to reduce the unease of living

consumers and low-income citizens are
being rolled back. These deregulatory
actions are likely to help citizens hugely
through savings on time and money, and
alsoraise productiityand wages.

alsoseems to have linked ease of living with
the ease of doingbusiness. Under the former
rubric, he had earlier listed initiatives like
theease of making digital payments, and of

This would involve asking three ques-
tions. First, isthe regulation legal (or backed
by legislation)? If there is no primary law
from whichit emanates,orfsome partoft

tionwill need tobejudiciously amended for
thesake of proportionality.

‘Theabove three-step st could be imple-
mented by setting upa reguldlnrv impact

obtaining refund;
Nodoubt, However,

gressmen in the US has sponsored aFree-

ease oflivingis much more than the ease of

[t
hasganed promisence inlight of the

dom from

framing

highlighted therole of the youthiinachieving
this goal and assuring the poora betterlife.
Eggedon by the pandemic, many richand

issecretary general, CUTS
International

‘The thought behind these initiatives is
clear: sub-optimal regulationsareabaneto
the case of living, and must be corrected.

L it i

including India,
that ease of living should be a duty-bound
assurance of governments to their citizens.
Asaresult,a citizen-centric shift is visible
nowintheir policies, aimed at reducing the
unease of living. A recent press release by the

zation has not dawned upon Indian policy-

to promoting the ease of

remitofth
it should be struck down as u/tra vires.
“Thesecond question toask ofeach regula-

" framework. Thi
robust stakeholder consultation, particu-
larly taking into account perspectives of

tion that test
ls W helher itis necessary.

typically remain unrepre-
sentedin regulalxun making. It would also

v.m()mreguldtum\(mdtlleu alternatives.

ulatory yens ov- ric policies, -

ernment with India'sexisting regulatory Rules that fail
Pl‘lmeMml&(er'\hue“de()(h hlm\(-'l' S inde- eds to be i nhjé‘( tives, the process
articulated this vision in many of his | pendent agencics comply with common | reduced simultancously, 1O PASS @ triple  JNCTE
specches mostrecentlvatthelaunchofthe | senseregubtory esirintssothattherules | Inotherwords,naddiion et of [egality, — them.andtherclevanceas
National Education Policy 2020, whereinhe | they make lie easier for people. 4 ty of their

well as pos

living through new initia- necessity and being ac}ue»e If the
tives, we need to reduce are no
by proportiona[ity longervalid, orif theregu-

reforming old policies. lationisunlikely toachieve
How can this be should be its goals, it should be done

United States governmen[ ity

makersyet hegmemmems)deaofeaseof '\chie\ed" A structured o
livinghasbeen rocess informed by pub- elimi
ontheaquality of fe i cties,conducted by | he consultation and st

the Union ministry of housing and urban | benefitanalysesis the way

affairs (bit.by/3 la dto

forward. Tothisend, thereisa

hassought hat y
actions a re focused on ting greater

Y
households deprived of flagship schemes

ity for US citizens
than everbefore.

Regulations that harm the interests of
workers and disproportionately burden

(eol.nic.in), done by the ministry of rural
development.

Inhisrecentaddressat the US-India Busi
ness Council’s India Ideas Summit, Modi

iendly repository
regulations. Such initiativ
already exist in the country.
Thereafter, every regulation in the data-
b bject toa thr

away with.

nated “The final filter for each
regulation that survives the

first two should be this

question: Is the regulation proportionate?

‘This would involve analysing direct and
indirect costs and benefits imposed on
stakeholders, to identify those who have
been disproportionately impacted. In partic-

For
be conducted at central, state and local lev-
els,and should involve all relevant govern-
‘ment departments. Something similar has
beenattempted in the US through its Gover-
nors’ Initiative on Regulatory Innovation,

ds licensing reforms, put

people over paperwork, and align federal
perwork, and a

work, with federal, state, local and tribal
leaders having championed occupational
licensingand other deregulatory reforms.
“The Indian government must realize that
flivingisa
site for gehicving the ease of lving, The
sooner this happens, the better.
cr i napb "

p
oflegality, necessity and ity.

ular, we need

Any such regula-

TS

article.
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HOLISTIC APPRO,

SHAPING FRUGAL & DISRUPTIVE
INNOVATIONS FOR INDIA

The foundations of fru

gal and disruptive innovations will thrive on value-based education. When

innovators are led by benevolence ahead of breakthroughs, the innovation becomes transformative.

DR VISHAL RAO

“When you think something is
impossible, you do not disturb
the person who is doingit.”

— Amar Bose

ith due respect
to Thomas Car-
Iyle's celebrated

prescription, it is time we
improvised it for the sake
of innovation. Our respon-
sibility does not just lie with
doingwhatis clearlyat hand
but we also need to look at
what lies dimly at a distance.
Possibilitarian is a person
who, in doing so, converts
possibility into actuality.

Every successful organi-
sation today needs such
a ‘Dreamer at the Top’, a
possibilitarian doing the
impossible against all odds.
This prime mover dares the
team to dive deep and soar
high towards timely thought
and action but in a manner
hearteningly devoid of prov-
ocation and intimidation.

Science would be deficient
if it were only to remain a
hope for the future. It will
remain a potent force short
of purpose if it fails to meet
the pressing needs of today.
The intention is the key driv-
ing force of innovation. No
wonder, the right intention
is the foundation of most sci-
entific breakthroughs.

The Covid-19 challenge has
thrown down a gauntlet of
this century: The Virathon.
Unlike prior hackathons,
this lifehack has brought
the entire innovation eco-
system to the brink of sev-

eral paradigm shifts. A case
in point is the bench to bed-
side progression in science
that spans, on an average,
17 long years — from lab
research, clinical research
and guidelines to clinical
practice. Thanks to Covid-19,
this time frame has shrunk
to17 days, making the bench
seem right next to the bed-
side. As the Virathon con-
tinues, innovators and re-
searchers are forced to take
abig leap forward to create
a hyperloop for knowledge
aggregation.

If the end goal of educa-
tion is knowledgeand that of
knowledgeis service, we can
Teave this world by makingit
atad better than from where
we started. All you need to
do is ‘raise the right ques-
tion'. Wh

giance toa principle, the ‘an-
swer’ appears as soon as the
question is right and ready,
just like how the master ap-
pears when the disciple is
worthy and ready. Innova-
tions are the fountainhead
to set this largely intuitive
process in motion.

Fugaad and frugal innova-
tions have found its earliest
origins in India. If innova-
tions represent our ambi-
tion, intentions should be
the driving purpose behind
them. Both collide within
you, they are an inspiring
combination and leave you
transformed. An unknown
force takes over, it drives
your life to make you a wit-
ness of your unfolding idea,
not its creator. If innova-
tion is your passion, make
compassion your purpose.
Tfinnovation is your power,
make intention the underly-
ing force.

Attheend of one of my lec-
tures, a starry-eyed medical
student asked me: Sir, how
do I get a brilliant idea? T
replied: Develop a deep
yearning to help one patient
in need and do not stop un-

tilyou' dhisorher
problem. The entire uni-
verse will conspire to flood
you with the most brilliant
ideas. perfec-

a topic that ‘speaks’ to you.
You will sense an instant
connect, akin to a reunion
with a long lost pal. This

ition of destiny will

katachaliah, has been one
of the most revered men-
tors. He once told me, “We
should examine India's de-

tion becomes effortless if the
. ion is unflinchi

become your driving fnrce‘
h:

lopment beyond GDP.”

This limited and inadequate

can

focused on removing an in-
dividual's pain, not tweaked
to ‘meet’ the market poten-
tial. Any success achieved
in solving an individual’s
problem seamlessly attains
scope, scale and size, there-
by impacting the masses and
thereafter the markets in an
organic manner.

During my interaction
with students, T am often
asked: “Which branch of
medicine do I take up?
Which branch has better
scope?” I invariably sur-
mise, “I don’t know, ask
yourself.” One must neces-
sarily look within to discov-
er inherent interests and
deliberate upon how they
could benefit your patients.
If one is sincere about this
introspection, scope and
fulfilment become a fore-
gone conclusion.

En route your educational
voyage, you will often come
across a subject, achapter or

my
mm oncology, asalsomyin-
terest in research in the area
of Voice. I connected with
it from the first year of my
medical school and relished
exploring its depths. My
professor Dr Humbarwadi
inspired me to look at the
voice box differently. We

even be achieved through
immoral and illegal means,
say by allowing pirates or
criminals to run riot.

He shared with mea beau-
tiful note, which etched in
my memory for life: “If three
doctors walk from their
homes to the hospital, the

innovation of 1$ voice de-
vice, Tonly did my bit to ex-
pand the freedom of speech.

This ascetic spirit of India
was envisioned by Swami
Vivekananda. He and Jam-
setji Tata met en route a
Japan to Chicago voyage
when Swamiji shared his
aspiration with the vision-
ary industrialist, “What
a wonderful feat it would

we could share our ideas,

maybe even allow someone

to whisk them away, in the

hope of a larger good to so-

ciety through a better use. If

we copyleft our work, it will
1 i

‘What better time than this to
harness the power of collab-
oration toits fullest, thereby
expanding our outreach to
masses for achieving far-
reaching, measurable and

others in the true spirit of in-
novation. Such an attitude
strengthens ideas through
powerful collaborations.
Thc copyldt ‘principle (un-

The foundations of frugal
and disruptive innovations
will thrive on value-based
education. When innova-
tors are led by benevolence

be if the of the
East met the science of the
West.” Years later, Jamsetji
incepted the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc), donating
almost half of his wealth for
this noble cause. Jamsetji's
letter addressed to Swami
Vivekananda, which has
been embossed on the IISc
walls, is a towering inspira-
tion tomillions who harbour
similar ambitions rooted in
selflessness.

A COUNTERINTUITIVE
APPROACH TO
INNOVATION

During a Tuck School of
Business global leadership
programme conducted by
renowned strategy and in-
novation expert Dr Vijay
Govindarajan, the Rolls-
Royce team offered me a
remarkable perspective on
innovation: Unlike the 20th
century when knowledge

spent much time
the nerve to the voice box; he
would speak to me at length
about the enigma and excep-
tionality of the voice box.

Today, when I connect the
dots, my ongoing work on
Voice prosthesis innova-
tion seems to make sense.
The truth be told, you con-
nect the dots when you turn
back, not when you look
forward. You need to keep
creating the dots as you
‘move forward in the path of
innovations and stop inter-
‘mittently. At some point, it
will all make sense.

The former Chief Justice
of India, Justice M.N. Ven-

GDPis low. Iftk

buy abrand new BMW and
drive it to the hospital, the
GDP is way better. How-
ever, if on the way, the car
meets with an accident and
all three doctors lose their
lives, our GDP maybe turn
out to be the best!”

GDP is but a feeble way
to assess progress. Let us
envision an India of holis-
tic ideals and purposes, be-
yond mere economic goals,
which stands tall to inspire
the world towards scaling
similar strides. We must en-
vision India’s development
as an expansion of freedom
across spheres. Through my

today ignorance
is power, as the offbeat
views and lateral think-
ing of non-domain experts
have become so very cru-
cial to frugal and disrup-
tive innovation, especially
in these Covid-19 times. We
need collaboration beyond
conventional spheres, not a
competition between war-
ring cartels.

The ultimate truth about
ideas defies popular per-
ception: “Ideas never come
from you, they come to
you”. Although they reach
out to many, only the re-
ceptive pay heed and ac-
commodate them. What if

the power ofan idea, its true
potential, from conceptuali-
sation to implementation.

Some time back, an inno-
vator called me up for a pos-
sible collaboration on a sim-
ilar voice device for throat
cancer patients. The call
was essentially to connect
with me and clarify some
of his doubts. We ended up
discussing a few principles
of speech and I urged him
to study my designs. One of
my colleagues glared at me
in absolute perplexment as
if I were insane beyond re-
pair. When he asked me for
my logic, all T told him was
this: if this man were to dis-
rupt the process or device
for speech better than me
(less than a $), T will salute
him. But I am more than
confident about disrupting
his innovation further, at a
pace twice faster.

That is how innovators
should compete to ensure
that the world gets the ab-
solute best. We must always
‘pay it forward’ to society,
breaking free of fear, inse-
curity and conformity to
the convention only to see
the world anew each pass-
ing day.

We must never forget we
are all dwarfs standing on
the shoulders of giants. The
greatestinnovations of today
could well turn out to be the
biggest blunders of tomor-
row. We live in an era of a
versionable generation gap.
Our greatest competitorsare
our strongest collaborators.

ahead of the
innovation becomes trans-
formative.

Sadly, in the current medi-
cal sphere, we are only in-
novating illnesses, not
therapies. Worse, we are
further innovating on top of
these ‘man-made’ ailment
innovations. No wonder,
most medical students feel
a compelling need to build
a hospital to cherish what
they assume s the crowning
glory of a successful career.

Today, the holistic term

healthcare is invariably
held synonymous with
the incidental term medi-
cal care. The latter is only
a part of the former and it
comes into play only when
there is a deviation from
health. Healthcare is about
treating the root cause, not
merely the effect which is
only the tip of the iceberg. It
isan indisputable fact thata
healthy society thrives on as
fewerailments and hospitals
as possible. High time we
broke the conformal barri-
ers that disallow healthcare
innovations to serve the
larger cause of humanity.
High time we neither raise
eyebrows nor ring alarm
bells that an integral mem-
ber of the medical fraternity
should be endorsing this
critical need.
The writer is the Regional Di-
rector, Head Neck Surgical On-
cology and robotic surgery and
the Associate Dean for Centre of
Academic Research at Health-
Care Global (HCG) Cancer
Centre, Bengaluru.

FIRST PERSOI

A DOCTOR’S BATTLE WITH COVID-19 AND “STIGMA" ASSOCIATED WITH IT

With so much misinformation about the pandemic, even a doctor is not untouched by the so-called stigma attached to the

infection. Here’s a personal j

DR ISHWAR GILADA

In the ‘Covidomania’ atmos-
phere that has been prevail-
ing for over four months,
anything from a headache,
singular sneeze or cough re-
flex is construed as a Covid-
related symptom. Apart
from me, three other mem-
bers of my family are doc-
tors. My first daughter is an
infectious disease specialist
and a frontline Covid war-
rior. My second daughter

fully, my next trip which
was scheduled between
714 March was abandoned
because the Conference on
Retrovirus and Interna-
tional Infectious (CROI) in
Boston got cancelled on the
eveof ts starting. That was
asavinggraceas Boston was
on Covid-19 potboiler.
Naturally, I always pre-
ferred to self-diagnose and
self-medicate when I didn't
feel well. Last month, dur-
ing one night, I got a fever
with shaking chills. Hav-
ing noticed mosquitoes and
a possible bite, I suspected
malaria and started pop-
ping-up anti-malaria pills.
Last year I had suffered
from chikungunya and
overcame its debilitating
consequences with great de-
termination, physiotherapy
and family supportand also

isa and my
son-in-law is a radiologist.

I 'had a travel history —
two international trips
to Australia and Indone-
sia between 15 February
and 2 March 2020. I took
eight international flights
and transited four times
through Singapore. Thank-

by popping-up lots of home-
opathy pellets. These pellets

urney of a doctor who thought he wa

period. Considering myself
immune to coronavirus was
natural in the wide-ranging
discussion on HCQS effects
on Covid-19 prevention and
its inclusion in the ICMR
guidelines.

Next day, I self-tested for
malaria, dengue and chikun-
gunya with complete blood
count. All came negative.
With some acquaintance,
with labreportsand patients
during her counselling and
supervisory stint at the clin-
ic, my wife added ESR tothe
testing profile. We were as-
tonished when the ESR was
120/hour (normal range is
<15 for adult male). My low-
grade fever continued, but it

any allergy. By then, the cat
was out of the bag, and un-
der pressure from my car-
ing-turned-scaring family,
‘we ran lots of tests to throw
light on Covid-19 diagnosis
along with a thyroid test.
Nothing came conclusive,
but the thyroid test reports
wereawaited.

Loss of 4 kg weight, pain
inneck, loss of appetite and
continued fever led us tosus-
pect tuberculosis. Radiology
and blood tests followed. In
the back of mind also came
the consideration of malig-
nancy with my age being
over 62. By now, all three
doctors were fully involved
and started discussing in

wasin th whenmy
headache started with some
nightsweats. Mild dry cough
got added to the list. Now T
diagnosed myself with an-
other condition - tropical
cosinophilia -- and started

their respective specialty
circles. Ace radiologist Dr
Bhavin Jankharia suggest-
ed full-body PET/CT scan
with radio-uptake study for
thyroid. Next morning’s ap-
pointment was fixed, which

and shipped
by my friend DrS.N. Mothis
homeopath father from
Mysore, as well as by my
family friend Puja Amb-
wani. I also added HCQ
(hydroxychloroquine) to
that for a considerably long

diethylcar ,adrug
to cure it after taking my
younger daughter into con-
fidence but also requested
her not to tell the elder one.
Another round of blood
work-up followed along with
a sample for IgE to look for

wast byaswab
test for Covid-19. A new de-
velopment happened when
I noticed some painful
swelling in the lower end of
‘my neck in the region of the
thyroid. The TSH came very
low. That was a saving grace

for me, as it was suggestive
of acute inflammatory or
infectious thyroiditis. Endo-
crinologists were consulted
and we postponed the PET/
CT. Allalong, I was reluctant
to do the swab test and kept
postponingit, owing toitsas-
sociated stigma. But I did do
my Covid rapid antibody test
when my blood was drawn;
which was negative for both
IgMand IgG antibodies sug-
gesting neither current nor
pastinfection with Covid-19.
Asteroid course was started
totreat thyroiditis. That gave
me some relief as the fever
started subsiding. Experi-
ence suggested all these can
also happen in Covid-19.and
that's pretty common.

But the debate on the pos-
sibility of Covid-19 never
stopped. Both scenarios
were discussed. If  turned
positive, then all of us had
been exposed, presumed
positive and remained
asymptomatic, so infection
had come and gone in eve-
ryone. This was considered
the most ideal scenario as
the other seven would have
escaped, considering the
long duration of my symp-

toms. If negative, that's also
fine, but the sword of Damo-
cles was always on us with
the possibility of Covid-19
in the future, especially with
the escalating Covid-19 cas-
es in Mumbai and my clinic
and residence both being in
the red-zones and my con-
tinuous medical practice
with standard precautions.

T'was left with no option
but to succumb to the pres-
sure and submit myself for
the swab test. Home visit
was preferred. Discussions
continued on what to do if
the test came positive. The
technician who came to
take swab had used hand-
gloves, mask, disposable
paper apron (costing Rs
20), that she removed from
her backpack -- supposedly
reused several times since
morning and head-shield
in hand. This was all that
in the name of PPE kit for
which labs charged Rs 600
extra. The swab was put in
my nose and I felt a terrible
pain which I donot remem-
ber in recent times. Physical
pain settled and psychologi-
cal pain started. I was won-
dering, “What if the results

s infected with the virus and how he dealt with it.

come positive?”
Though I have no co-mor-
bidity, my age is considered
high-risk. Whereas the
children started discussing
which hospital to prefer,
which physician to consult,
ambulance, oxygen support,
ICU, ventilator and all the
possibilities. That waiting
night was terrible. My wife
started listing assets and
liabilities, credit card num-
bers, passwords, PIN and
told me to show everything
to children all in run-up
to the winding-up mecha-
nisms as if [ won't return
alive from the hospital. In
the back of my mind, I was
assured of a decent crema-
tion with my wife and chil-
dren in attendance, unlike
what we had been seeing,
though not expecting my
other family and friends.
Next morning, my wife
droveme tothe clinic. Idon't
drive and she has been driv-
ing me upand down for four
months. Driver being from

returning from the clinic,
we stopped by a cake shop
and purchased a cake for
celebration. Awaiting the
report, the table was laid,
cake decoration was done
with confused faces around.

Report finally came -- it
‘was negative! It was a cause
for celebration. Negative
report was more solace for
me as I had already lived
and died. In my dream I
had already got an array of
medicines following differ-
ent protocols -- Ivermectin,
Azithromycin and Favip-
iravir tablets, Remdesivir
injections included, reached
the so-called cytokine storm
and got Tocilizumab shot,
both were made available
to me despite scarcity. I was
just short of writing my own
obituary. I am now much
better on steroids with fi-
nal diagnosis acute painful
thyroiditis and doing my
bit to better the course of
the Covid-19 pandemic and
for prevention of stigma and

the zone was
given off. Every hour dis-
cussion was on whether
the report has come, but
it kept postponing. While

diser X
The author is the president at
AIDS Society of India and goo-
erning council member of Inter-
national AIDS Society.
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BIG QUESTION

Illegal constructions,
unethical demolitions

What is the answer to illegal constructions spreading horizontally and vertically over
land in complete defiance of building bylaws as well as environmental regulations?

OPINION

AMITASINGH

elhi has been water-
logged again after
less than an hour

of a downpour. Kerala, As-
sam and Bihar are flooded
too and Mumbai, like many
other cities, continues to
pay the price for illegal con-
structions. Ironically, the
most beautiful season of
‘monsoon, which is still cel-
ebrated across traditional In-
diaasa season of dance and
song, colours, peacocks and
snake worship, has become
athreat of adisaster.

An addictive tendency to
blame an open-ended target
of human greed which s for-
ever unaccountable like hu-
man desires hides the prodi-
gious politico-administrative
nexus that gives it a shape
and a possibility. This man-
made catastrophe has been
aresult of corruption with
impunity as illegal occupa-
tion of legally prohibitive
areas like coasts, shorelines,
river banks, sanctuaries, na-
tional parksand forest areas

Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) during the last mon-
soon by the NGT, the Delhi
Pollution Control Board and
the Chief Secretary issued
directions for strict compli-
ance to the ‘Flood Control
Order, 2020 during the
current monsoon. Yet, the
Mayor of SDMC barefacedly
defended her inaction on the
lack of available manpower
due to their engagement
with coronavirus related
duties. Notwithstanding
the mutual blame game of
authorities, the bigger ques-
tion that awaits attention is
to find out those individuals
and institutions responsible
for this seasonal calamity of
misgovernance so that the
nexus is gradually diffused.
City floods are usually a
result of obstructing natu-
ral water channels which
give way to rainwater from
a higher to a lower ground
area as water recedes to
an underground aquifer,
called a water bank, for
future soil health. The dev-
astating Chennai floods of
2015 were not a creation
of the north-west mon-
soon alone but because the
blocked drainage system
failed to allow water to flow
down. There was no timely
desilting of drains despite
receiving Rs 1,448 crore of
funds under the Jawaharlal
Nehru National Urban Re-
newal Mission (JNNURM)
scheme. Over and above the

ITO area due to overflowing
this July.

When our research team
visited the Kerala coastal
zones in 2015 to assess
the quantum of encroach-
ments, the disaster was
writ large on the state. Tea
gardens, rubber plantations
and other cash crops had

which the ecology and ‘en-

defiance of building bylaws

vironment”
themselves in more robust
developmental linkages to
the local flora and fauna.
This cannot be simple and
naive human greed but a
full-bodied illegal control
through the nexus. Now
that the Athirapally dam

as well as envir

regulations? If corruption is
easier than remaining ethi-
cal then most developers of
dams and buildings would
prefer remaining corrupt.
It's a choice offered to them
by clerks and administra-
tors occupying high offices

replaced mangroves, sea-
grasses and natural water
channels. Houses, multi-
storeyed apartments and

hash

tal clearance and hot tar has
been manifestly thrown over
a25-year-old movement for

begging anda
cutin the project cost. How
‘many of us have witnessed
the thunderous crashing

ble fonafter charging
some fee as a penalty. Some
of the most aesthetic build-
ings are brazenly allowed
to be constructed on public
land and city slums mush-
room in their vicinity over-

night

pal ity. It suggests
that the policy of demolition
is embedded in thwarting
the gap between an ethi-
cal state which razes them
down and the unethical one
that had earlier raised lhem
up. It's the of

abour
in their shanty hutments. All
thisis done under the watch-
fuland yet conceited eye of
the city administrator. Sur-

reptitiously, this adminis-
trator is nowhere to be seen

river wereall
designed to promote tour-
ism in negation of even ba-
sic norms of environmental
conservation. An incessant
promotion of dam construc-
tion and intensive outsourc-
ing of most services, despite
being a land of the commu-
nists, meant there was little

preserving the i
icbiodiversity of Chalakudy
river basin, vulnerability
to disaster is explicit. This
will be a replay of decisions
which constructed more
than 14 dams over River
Periyar and its tributar-
ies, causing the 2018 floods
which affected more than

praclices

con(inues unabated despite  need for desilting, therewere  scope to put a stop to land  a million people and killed
judiciary,a  clusters grab even in the protected around five hundred. Illegal

watchfulNational Green vt the banksof Cooumand Ad- and y fragile  constructions, whether big

bunal (NGT) and a plethora  yar rivers and also over the  zones. or small, which defy envi-

of laws to hook the nostrils  major Bucki Canal protest of for- norm:

of the nexus. Even though  which brought the houses  est instthe  and law lead to i

warnings againstillegal con-
structions and imposition of
penalties had already been
issued to the South Delhi

PERSPECTIVE

THE AGENDA

crumbling down in a man-
ner very similar to the Delhi
Canal which washed away
several houses at an upscale

Athirapally dam revived the
spirit of the protest move-
ment of the 1980s against
the Silent Valley Project, in

So whal is the answer to

sound of and
excavation machines in the
neighbourhood as build-
ings are demolished and an
impression is created that
‘misgovernance is undone?

But once broken down,
these indented and serrated
buildings continue to hold
on for ages as an archival
display of Bacchic politico-
administrative nexus that
nibbles on any hope for re-
claiming good governance in
the country. No one knows
what to do with the debris
asboth the ownersas wellas

e admini h

ing horizontally and verti-
cally over land in complete

D
ful that once the dust settles
down, there can be a possi-

‘when knocks
down his decisions as cor-
rupt and declares a serious
breach of law and ethics.
Demolition comes with
many unanswered questions
about its CLUs (change of
land-use certificate) timeline,
‘building-electricity-water
clearances, CRZ Clearance,
but the manner in which the
Supreme Court insisted on
compliance to regulations
in its verdict to bring down
the four Kochi apartments
at the beginning of this year
‘would dissuade any devel-
oper to keep intact the prac-

impunity with which the
state ‘razes’ or ‘raises’ them.
Generally, courts have de-
fensively dawdled between
the tWD situations till the

lieved in the utter mischief
and injustice of CRZ regu-
lations on Kerala’s develop-
ment by declaring 200m
of the high tide line as a ‘no
development zone'. Even
the SC acquitted a leading
developer some time ago in
asimilar violation of illegal
construction at the shoreline
of the lake's backwaters by
imposing a meagre penalty
ofjust Rs 1 crore.
Inspiringly, the same court
was more determined in the
Maradu judgement when
it not only ordered demoli-
tion but also ordered the
Chief Secretary of the State
to be present at the site and.
ensure strict implementa-
tion. The Supreme Court
also questioned the inten-
tions of the state in diverting
and delaying implementa-
tion. Governance through
the judiciary emerged as a
determined annihilator of
the nexus which constructs
illegally. As the dream sky-
scrapers, H20 Holy Faith,
Alfa Serene, Jain Coral Cove
and Golden Kayaloram,
were demolished and the
Vembanad shoreline became
visible, it launched a historic
beginning of good govern-
ance in sync with nature.
Our current encounter
with Covid-19 has made us
wiser in making the right
choice when it comes to se-
lecting between glamorous
and ostentatious expansion

der on Maradu
apartments was hammered
down by a determined Su-
preme Court in a suo motu
cognizance over Kerala’s

ichor
desire to breathe and live
through. Nevertheless, we
are still far away from mak-
ing the right choice between
the

impertinent government in
January this year. An un-
precedented and bold deci-
sion against the infamous
but magnificently designed
apartments in Kochi boldly
cleared the shoreline of the
Vembanad lake on 12 Janu-
ary 2020. This blatant vio-
lation of the Coastal Regu-
lation Zone (CRZ) Rules of
1991 and 2018 never met
‘much opposition internally
in the state governance as

tice of illegal
through the corrupt munici-

many local
heading the CRZ offices be-

anexusthat
administration which looks
obstructive but remains ac-
countable and responsible.
Once citizens learn to make
this choice, demolition
would no more be a political
fire stick!

The writer is Professor of Ad-
ministrative Reforms & Emer-
gency Governance, Member
Secretary, Institutional Ethics
Review Board, Fawabarlal
Nebru University, New Delbi.
The views expressed are per-
sonal.

BIDEN'S STATEMENTS ON

Democratic Presidential
candidate Joe Biden's policy
document, “Joe Biden's Agen-
da for the Indian American
Community” issued over the
weekend, has a detailed sec-
tion on India-US partner-
ship. It makes for reassuring
reading in the backdrop of
the unpleasant statements
made about India by Biden's
team members and a com-
bination of leftist-Islamist
forces that seem to have gone
mainstream in the Demo-
cratic party. For that matter,
Biden himself did not help
India-US relationship when,
in “Joe Biden's Agenda for
Muslim-American Commu-
nities” issued in June, he put
the world's most populous
democracy in the company
of China for its treatment of
Muslims—an outrageous
comparison, to say the least.
The “Muslim Agenda” raised
the issue of “human rights”
in Kashmir and criticized

the Citi
Act, apart from the National
Register of Citizens, thus
exposing the ignorance of
Biden’s campaign team and
their susceptibility to fall for
propaganda by interests ar-
rayed against India. In effect,
the Biden team segregated
Indian-origin Muslims as a
separate entity from Indian
Americans, thus subverting
the whole premise of equal-
ity, which Biden claims to
stand for. Considering no
such worries about the state
of India’s democracy and
“secularism” find a mention
in the latest “Indian Ameri-
can Agenda”, it is assumed
that the earlier statement was
an act of political expediency,
tailored to suit the demands
of a particular constituency.
It is also assumed that the
Indian “Agenda” is an act of
“geopolitical expediency”,
which necessitates a strong
alliance between the United

Democratic Presidential candidate Joe Biden.

States and India, two of the
most important democracies
of the world. In fact, from
the direction that US’ India
policy has been taking and
the way bipartisan consensus
has been developing about
the need to have a close US-
India partnership, especially
to counter China, there is no

reason to believe that Biden
is being everything to eve-
ryone. Hence, he should be
taken at face value when he
says, “a Biden Administra-
tion will place a high priority
on continuing to strengthen
the U.S.-India relationship...
Together, we will continue
strengthening India’s defense

INDIA REASSURING

and capabilities as a counter-
terrorism partner..” But
then how does one reconcile
the two “Agendas”? There
is growing consensus in the
strategic and policy commu-
nity that a Biden Administra-
tion, if it comes to power, may
make occasional noises about
“human rights issues” under
pressure from various lobby
groups, but will be steadfast
in enhancing its partner-
ship with India, especially in
the Indo-Pacific region. This
finds a reflection in Biden's
latest Agenda, which says
that a “Biden Administration
will also work with India to
support a rules-based and
stable Indo-Pacific region in
which no country, including
China, is able to threaten its
neighbors with impunity”.
This is a significant state-
ment, coming from someone
who is believed to be more
focused on the Atlantic and
Nato as the pivot of his for-

eign policy. Ina foreign policy
speech delivered in New York
last year in July, not once did
Biden speak about the Indo-
Pacific, but primarily about
renewing the US relationship
with Nato. But then policy
can never be static and a year
later it is hoped that a Biden
administration, if he becomes
President, will follow in the
footsteps of the Trump ad-
ministration, during whose
time Obama’s “pivot to Asia”
became more pronounced
and focus shifted completely
from the Atlantic (Nato) to
the Indo-Pacific, and rightly
so because of the rise of a ma-
lign power such as China. The
focus is now on containing
China and ensuring that it be-
haves responsibly—as a great
power should. In India, there
is a belief that the Republi-
cans are better for Indian in-
terests than the Democrats,
but this postulation may
not be valid at a time when

China’s aggression against
India is inviting bipartisan
condemnation in the US Con-
gress. As for noises made by
busybodies and vested inter-
ests about “human rights is-
sues”, let’s not forget that the
strong ties between India and
US during President Donald
Trump’s tenure have not de-
terred organisations such as
the USCIRF from unfairly
branding India as a “country
of particular concern”. Hence,
this is a hazard we have to
live with, whoever be the US
President, Donald Trump or
Joe Biden; or better still, this
is something we have to pre-
empt and counter proactively,
which we have not been do-
ing. India’s messaging has to
be better at a time when both
countries’ focus is on making
the India-US partnership a
defining one for the 2Ist cen-
tury. As else the narrative gets
hijacked unnecessarily.
Joveera Basu
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Intra-court appeal must b
allowed in Bhushan case

In both the suo-motu contempt cases, in view of the substantial questions of law on the
interpretation of the Constitution of India and having serious repercussions on the
fundamental rights, the matters require to be heard by a Constitution Bench.

OPINION

KURIAN JOSEPH

A three Judge bench of the
Supreme Court of India has

decided to hear a few seri-
ous questions on the scope
and extent of contempt of
Court. Certainly, there are
graver issues, involving
substantial questions of law

ters, the convicted person
is entitled to have a second
opportunity by way of an
appeal. Under Section 19 of
the Contempt of Courts Act,
1971, an intra-court appeal is
provided where the order is
passed by the single Judge of
the High Court and in case
it is by the Division Bench,
appeal lies to the Supreme
Court of India. This safe-
guard is provided probably
to avoid even the remotest
possibility of miscarriage
of justice. Should there not
be such a safeguard in the

astott fthe
Constitution of India. For
example, whether a person
convicted by the Supreme
CourtofIndiain asuo-motu
case should get an opportu-
nity foran ntra-courtappeal

other C Court,
the Supreme Court of India
also, when there is a convic-
tion in a suo-motu criminal
contempt case? “Fiat jisstitia
ruat ceelum” (let justice be
done though the heavens

fal basis

conviction in criminal mat-

ANALYSIS

An analysis of SC verdict in the Sushant Singh Rajput case
that paves way for CBI to investigate

While according approval for the ongoing CBI inves

of admmls(rallon of justice

by Courts. But, if justice is
notdoneorifthere s miscar-
riage of justice, heavens will
certainly fall. The Supreme
Court of India should not let
ithappen.

igation, ifany other case isreg

Under Article 145 (3) of
the Constitution of India,
there shall be a quorum of
minimum five Judges for
deciding any case involving
substantial questions of law

as to the interpretation of
the Constitution. In both the
suo-motu contempt cases, in

of India and having serious
repercussions on the fun-
damental rights, the mat-

Under Article
145(3) of the
Constitution of
India, thereshall bea
quorum of minimum
five Fudges for
deciding any case
involving substantial
questions of law as

to the interpretation
of the Constitution.

ters require to be heard by
aCe

iew of ques-
tions of law on the interpre-

tation of the Constitution

and the surrounding circumstances of his unnatural death, the CBI is directed to investigate the new case as well.

OPINION

RAHUL BHANDARI

e

he case of fateful de-
‘mise of young celeb-
ty actor Sushant

Singh Rajput’s generated
alot speculation in the last
few days among the public
and media. Emotions were
high demanding non-parti-
san inquiry into his sudden
death. Initally, the Mumbai

end to all kind of murmur.
The case was filed by Rhea
Chakraborty under sec-
tion 406 of CrPC seeking
transfer of case registered
by Bihar Police to Mumbai
Police. Section 406 of Code
of Criminal Procedure deals
with power of Supreme
Court to transfer cases and
appeals from on State to
another State, to secure the
ends of justice. Additionally,
Supreme Court Rules 2013
empowers a Single Judge of
Supreme Court to deal with
cases of transfers.

Rhea Chakraborty argued
that she has been falsely
implicated by the Bihar
Police, that the incidents al-
leged have been taken place
entirely in the jurisdiction

Police started i
the case in terms of section
174 of CrPC without for-
mal registration of a FIR.
Successively, Bihar Police
registered a FIR on the ba-
sis of complaint of father
of deceased Sushant Singh
Rajput under various seri-
ous sections of IPC, 1860
as against actor Rhea Cha-
korbarty and Ors. In due
course, Mumbai Police and
Bihar Police were at logger-
heads over the Investigation
of the case. Both sides, the
accused and victim were
fearing nojustice, leading to
alawsuit in Supreme Court.

Finally, the Supreme
Court on 19.08.2020
gave a judgment in Rhea
Chakraborty vs State of
Bihar and Ors paving a
way for Central Bureau
of Investigation to inves-
tigate the case putting an

of State of N ra,
therefore the jurisdiction
lies only with the Mumbai
Police and not with Bihar
Police. And since the Bihar
Police lacked the jurisdic-
tion to register and investi-
gate a case hence transfer
of investigation to CBI on
Bihar Govt's consent would
not amount to a lawful
consent under section 6
of Delhi Special Police Es-
tablishment Act, 1946. To
explain briefly, section 6 of
DSPE Act mandates con-
sent of State Government
to enable any exercise of
power by member of DSPE
inanarea of that State Govt.
Interestingly, petitioner also
‘made a prayer for an exer-
cise of power under Article
142 of Constitution of India.
Article 142 of Constitution
of India gives power to Su-
preme Court to pass any or-

der or direction for doing a
complete justice in the mat-
ter, which is often termed as
one of the most important
tools of Supreme Court.

The stand of the Bihar
Government was that upon
disclosure of a cognizable
offence, it is mandatory
on the police to register an
FIR and investigate the
case. Since the allegation
of criminal breach of trust,
cheating and defalcation
of money from account of
deceased was alleged, the
Bihar Police is well within
its jurisdiction to register
a case. Also, since no FIR
was registered by Mumbai
Police, the action of Bihar
Police in registration of FIR
and consequent consent
for entrustment of investi-
gation to CBI satisfies the
requirement of Section 6
of DSPE Act. Uniformly, it
was urged by the father of
Sushant Singh Rajput that
since only an investiga-
tion (not a case or appeal)
is pending at Patna, and a
legally competent investiga-
tion has commenced, invo-
cation of Section 406 power
by this Court to transfer the
investigation, is projected to
be not merited.

The State of Maharashtra
asserted that the Mumbai
Police is seized of investiga-
tion and already examined
around 56 persons and if
it discloses commission of
cognizable offence, the FIR
will be registered and that
every offence shall ordinari-
Iy beinquired into and tried
by a Court within whose
local jurisdiction, the of-
fence was committed. That
further crime investigation
cannot be routinely trans-
ferred to the Central Agency.
The Union of India being
also a party submitted that
in the absence of any FIR
by the Mumbai Police fol-
lowing the death of the ac-
tor on 14.06.2020, the FIR
registered at Patna at the

instance of the deceased’s
fatheris projected to be the
only one pending. Hence,
the matter does not relate
to two cases pending in two
different states. Referring
to the contradictory stand
and the parallel allegation
of state’s Police being influ-
enced by external factors in
both states, Union prayed
that this itself justifies en-
trustment of the investiga-
tion toan i Cen-

Section 174 CrPC is limited
to the inquiry carried out by
the police to find out the ap-
parent cause of unnatural
death. In the present case,
the Mumbai Police has at-
tempted to stretch the pur-
view of Section 174 without
drawing up any FIR and
therefore, as it appears, no
investigation pursuant to
commission of a cognizable
offence is being c.xmcd out
by the Ik The

tral Agency.

Answering these conten-
tions, the Supreme Court
framed four important
questions of law. Coming
to the first question of law

‘whether under section 406

of CrPC a mere ‘investiga-
tion’ can be transferred’.
Relying on a previous judg-
‘mentrendered byJ. Krishna
Iyer of Supreme Court in
Ram Chander Singh Sagar
and Anr. vs. State of Tamil
Nadu, (1978) 2 SCC 35, it has
been held that only cases
and appeals (not investiga-
tion) can be transferred un-
der section 406 of CrPC. A
‘mere investigation done by
a Police Station cannot be
transferred to another part
ofthe Country.

Secondly, whether the
proceeding under Section
174 CrPC conducted by the
Mumbai Police to inquire
into the unnatural death,
can be termed as an ‘investi-
gation’. Supreme Court held
that “the ling under

ey
areyet to registera FIR. Nor
they have made a suitable
determination, in terms of
Section 175(2) CrPC. There-
fore, it is pre-emptive and
premature to hold that a
parallel investigation is
being carried out by the
Mumbai Police. Follow-
ing the above, it is declared
that the inquiry conducted
under Section 174 CrPC by
the Mumbai police is lim-
ited for a definite purpose
but is not an investigation
ofa crime under Section 157
of the CrPC.” To base this
finding, the Learned Single
Judge had relied on a judg-
‘ment titled Manoj K Sharma
os. State of Chbatisgarh (2016)
9sccl”

Thirdly, “whether it was
within the jurisdiction of
the Patna Police to regis-
ter the FIR and

the consent given by the Bi-
har government”. Answer-
ing this, it has been held
that ‘registration of FIR is
mandated when informa-
tion on cognizable offence
is received by the police.
Precedents suggest that at
the stage of investigation, it
cannot be said that the con-
cerned police station does
not have territorial jurisdic-
tion to investigate the case.
Moreover, the allegation re-
lating to criminal breach of
trust and misappropriation
of money which were to be
eventually accounted for in
Patna (where the Complain-
ant resides), could prima
facie indicate the lawful
jurisdiction of the Patna
police. Hence they were
not required to transfer the
investigation to Mumbai
Police. For the same reason,
the Bihar government was
competent to give consent
for entrustment of inves-
tigation to the CBI and as
such the ongoing investiga-
tion by the CBI is held to be
lawful’. While answering
this query, it has been also
held that though the Patna
police nlthough found to

Bench. In the
case of suo-motu contempt
against Justice C. S. Karnan,

istered on the death of actor Sushant Singh Rajput

bai police also possess the
jurisdiction to undertake
investigation on those cir-
cumstances. Therefore, in
the event of a case being
registered also at Mumbai,
the consent for the inves-
tigation by the CBI under
Secnon 6 of the DSPE Act

it was the collective wisdom
of the full court of the Su-
preme Court that the matter
should be heard at least by a
bench consisting of the sev-
en senior-most Judges. The
present contempt cases are
not cases involving just one
ortwoindividuals; but larger
issues pertaining to the con-
cept and jurisprudence of
the Country regarding jus-
tice itself. Important cases
like these need to be heard
elaborately in a physical
hearing where only there is
scope for a broader discus-
sionand wider participation.
Men may come and men
may go, but the Supreme
Court of India should re-
‘main forever as the court of
supreme justice.
Fustice Kurian Joseph bas
served as Judge, Supreme Court
of India.

adeserving case, can invoke
Article 142 powers to render
justice. In such backdrop, to
ensure public confidence in
the investigation and to do
complete justice in the mat-
ter, this Court considersitap-
propriate to invoke the pow-
ersconferredby Article142of
the Constitution. Asa Court

given by
Maharashlra Government.
Hence, this needs to be de-
termined.
Lastly, “What is the scope
of the power of a single
judge exercising jurisdic-
tion under section 406 of
the CrPC and whether this
Court can issue direction
for doing complete jus-
tice, in exercise of plenary
power”. Explaining this, it
has been held while the
CBI cannot conduct any
investigation without the
consent of the concerned
state as mandated under
section 6, the powers of the
Constitutional Courts are
not fettered by the statu-
tory restriction of the DSPE
Actand Supreme Court can
pass appropriate directions
by resorting to Article 142.
Relying on the judgment
rendered in Monica Kumar
(Dr:) and Anr. Vs. State of Ut
tar Pradesh and Others (2008)
8SCC 781 on Article 142 of
Constitution of India which
stated that-
“Under Article 142 of the Con-
stitution this Court in exercis
ofitsjurisdiction may pass such
decree or make such order as is
necessary for doing complete
Jjustice inany “cause” or “matter”
pendingbeforeit. The expression

“cause” or “matter" would include

any proceeding pending in court
and itwould cover almost every
ind of proceeding in court in-

the alleganon in the Com-
plaint,the FIR suggests that
most of the

of the alleged

incidents which took place
in Mumbai? As a corollary,
wh'\t is the status of the in-

alleged in the
Complaint occurred within
the territorial jurisdiction
of the State of Maharashtra

by the CBI on

that the Mum-

criminal.
This Court's pouerunder Art-

exercisinglawful jurisdiction
fortheassigned roster, noim-
pedimentisseen for exercise
of plenary powerin the pres-
ent matter. Therefore while
according approval for the
ongoing CBIinvestigation, if
any other case s registered
on the death of the actor Su-
shant Singh Rajput and the
surrounding circumstances
of his unnatural death, the
CBlisdirected toinvestigate
the new case as well.”.
Hence, it becomes clear
from a reading of the judg-
ment that that every query
has been methodically an-
swered. It is not a first time
that a Single Judge of Su-
preme Court has exercised
powers under Article 142 of
Constitution of India. Infact,
in Gaurav Jain vs UOL and
Orsreportedin (1997)8SCC
114, the Supreme Court has
already held that “a Single
Judge of a Supreme Court
can invoke Article 142 to
issue appropriate orders/
directions to meets the end
of justice ina case. However,
a point which is being ar-
gued post this judgment is
that whether sitting in this
roster such directions could
havebeenissued, though this
point according to me has
also been taken care by the
Hon'ble Single Judge. While
we may continue to argue
on various legal issues, the
judgment had atleast puta
final stamp regarding inves-

cle142()todo
isenircly of diferent level and
of adifferent quality

Hon'ble Justice Hrishikesh
Roy held that the “above
ratio makes it amply clear
that the Supreme Court in

tigation
the interest of both parties for
the time being.

Adv. Rabul Bbandari practices
at the Supreme Court, Delhi
High Court and district courts
at Dellyi.



