Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 2 October

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

\

10;

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2,2020

: THE EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS PUBLIC MONEY —
THERE IS ONLY TAXPAYERS’ MONEY.

— MARGARET THATCHER

TheIndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BORROW TO SPEND

Despite pick up in economic activity and tax collections,
Centre may need to borrow more than anticipated

N WEDNESDAY, THE Controller General of Accounts (CGA) released data

In the mirror of Hathras

Brutality of crime, brazen police abdication, have
shaken and shamed us all. Court must step in

NANDITA RAO AND IT1 PANDEY

PEOPLE WHO DIED of the plague or some
other contagious disease were carried out of
the village and their bodies were bumt with-
outthedignity of aproper cremation. Thisin-
dignity to our loved ones was accepted asa

cesfor the first April-Augustiof  public ButWedne .
the current financial yea: Five broad trends emerge. irst after contract- whenimagesstreamed inonsocial mediaand
the Cet newsl f il inHathras

ingforfour
ginally in August. Second, this uptick in tax revenues was driven by indi-

rect tax collections, as direct tax collections continue to contract. Third, collections from
Fourth, rforgreater

amuchslower pace
than what was projected in the budget. And fifth, even though government revenues, both

upport,

being denied her young daughter’s body fol-
Towed by the images of police personnel, de-
ployed in full force, burning this young girl's
remains, without any right in law, in a lonely
fieldoutside thevillage, itwas aninjustice that
was morally and legally too much to bear. It

taxand non-tax, arelikely to puckupasemnommamvutygams traction, [heC
ipated sofarin ordertomeet
At the aggregate level, lhe Centre's ross tax collections during this five-month period
contraaedbyZ} 7 per cent over last year, reflecting: ic hit from
However, the pace of contraction b d in each subsequent month, and
raxcolle(nons grew by 2 per centin August This uptick was driven largely by higher excise
collecti d t ST(IGST),

aperson relegated by oppressors throughthe
unscientific and inhuman caste system as an
untouchable, could be treated worsethanan-

imals are —with social and legal impunity.
Ayoung woman, only 19 years old, hail-
ing from the Valmiki community, was de-
the C ionofIndia

Onthe o[l\erhand, non-tax collect

of equality before the law and equal protec-
tion of the law, in both life and death.
Ironically, she may have had a better chance
ofjusticein Britsh India, becauseall Indians

Ito the coloniserand yet equal
10 ach other a their subjects Sadly, the

pressed. The Centre’s tRs86,146¢ or22per
centof t063 percentlastyear. countofdiv-
i tor il il thetar-
et this year. Similarly, the Centre's theRs 21 lakha target
forthe year i monthofdeclinein
c i ture, and the slowing pace of i
Leadmgmdlcamrs suggestacontinued pick up i economic activity, despite COVID n-
O the Nikkeis Managers’
the fastest pace in eight yearsi r.while on the

side, GST collections in September stood at Rs 95,480 crore, up 4 per cent over last year.

which we the people of India
chose torrid ourselves of caste and commu-
nal plague is being flouted brazenly.

The sequence of events that saw the un-
forgivable forced burning of the body of the
young woman in Hathras is as horrifying as
the end that she met. As per media reports,

hermouth.

However, despite thi inthe! itsbud- the mother of the victim described how she

and thateven borrow- had found the body of her daughter on
ingsit for — the Centre had raised omRs 7.8 lakh crore toRs 12 Sevtember 14: "My daughter was Iymgnaked
lakh crore — may notbe enough. Given the i con- with he

tinuing stress on its revenues, and demand for greater support than what has been pro-
vided so fa, the Cent anceits spending.

BAac

Government wielding of FCRA as a blunt instrument makes it
lookinsecure, shrinks vital space for NGOs, civil society

ND

A

NTHEPAST eight years, sinc of ially after ti
NDA the Centrein2014, forcivil society activism
h rked constriction. Tk tre of “western

funders' interests” — like the “foreign hand” of an earlier era — and wielded the

Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) ke a blunt instrument o shrink the

space for NGO that i protection, human rights groups,
outfits that speak for the rights sections or take up workers' and farmers’
causes, On Tuesday, India joned Russia inan gnobl league — of nations from which the
ThatAm-
nesty claims |t was mrced to shur shop because [he Enforcement Directorate has frozen its
of financial impropri-

ety only speaks of the acute trust deficit between civil society groups and the government.
‘The FCRA s an Emergency-eralaw — inits 1976 avatar, it was used to “regulate” foreign
fundingof politi jes, electoral candidates, judges, newspaper publishers, cartoonists.
InZD]O thealllunul it

lobal human

toinclude
array of groups, includiny
vightsoutfits farmers groups,cven youth forus—allowed the government toscrutinise
any foreign-funded organisation that could beritical ofit.In 2012, atleast three NGOslost

their| f the protest against lear Power Plant. Then
tici foreign-funded NGOs are“not fully appre-

ciativeofthec challenges” edgeaftertheNDA
Armedwith RAlaw- in itin-

cumbenton NGO to renew FCRAlicence every five years it was permanent earlier —and
ries civilr in-

teresL the Centre has mcreased its stranglehold on civil society activism. At least 10,000
NGOs have, reportedly,lost their licence. Now, changes introduced to the law last week
place further estrictionson the usc of foreign funds by non-profis.

Theiris 0

tion: need:

Her
ing from her mouth, her neck and there was
blood near her eyes. I also noticed bleeding
from hervagina. 1 quickly covered herwiththe
pallu of my saree, and started screaming.” It
was further reported that the brother and
‘mother drove the victim to the Chandpa po-
lice station on their motorcycle and the
brother alleged that “the police kept saying,
Just take her from here'" The family took the
victim in an ambulance to a local hospital
where she was kept for two hours before be-
ing referred to the Jawaharlal Nehru Medical

College and Hospital, Aligarh. Statements by
DrShahid Ali Siddiqui, principal of the JNM
CollegeandHospital,inthe media, eportedly
stated that “due to spinal cord damage, the
victim was suffering from quadriplegia”,
inall four limbs.

gation. However, in the present case, the am-
biguityastowhetherornot there wassexual
assault, does not seem toinspire confidence

ineither the investigators or the doctors.
Asifit wasn't bad enough that the entire
against

And the injuries on her neck, he added, were
causing her “breathing problems”. Thirteen
daysafterthevic

this young Dalit woman had been compro-
‘mised, and her health and medical condition
ted, the actions of the UP po-

‘hospital, the doctor said that they were yet to
c i “The

lceofficals ftershe passed aviaysee un-

girl is serious but we cannot confirm sexual
assaultas of yet. A sealed report from ourend
has been sent to the district administration”.
Accordingtoanarticle publishedin The Indian
Express, the four upper-caste men, charged
with gang rape and attempt to murder, apart
from charges under the SC/ST(Prevention of
Atrocmes) Mt were art rested on a statement

Asifit wasn't bad enough
that the entire investigation
of the dastardly violence
against this young Dalit
woman had been
compromised, and her
health and medical condition
had been neglected, the
actions of the UP police
officials after she passed
away scem unfathomable.
The same police force which
had till now not had enough
manpower to lodge a timely
FIR, or to take the victim to
the hospital, or to ensure
timely collection of medical
evidence, emerged in full
force to lock up her family
members, deny them the
body of their daughter
without any legal right to do
50, and carried her body to
the wilderness to be burnt in
the middle of the night.

3, after she
briefly regained mnsciousness.There isnoex-
planation for the nine-day delay. On
September 29, the victim succumbed to her
injuries at Safdarjung Hospital, where, as per
the media reports, the family states she was
taken without their consent.

till now not had enough manpower to Iodge
atimely FIR, or to take the victim to the hos-
pital, or to ensure timely collection of med-
ical evidence, emerged in full force tolock up
her family members, deny them the body of
their daughter without any legal right to do
s0,and carried her body to the wilderness to
be burnt in the middle of the night. Not only
is this action completely without the sanc-
tion of law, but its haste and timing also cre-
atefurther suspicion that it was done to sup-
press the medical evidence of sexual assault.
Seeing the keepers of the law conduct them-
Selvesinamanner thatappearsinhuman and
illegal, with impunity, hasa chilling effecton

hetheriti i for
the police to register an FIR on i

the law-abiding citizens, especially women,
while'si 0 doubt embold

given by an informant has been answered in
the affirmative by the five-member bench of
the Supreme Court in Lalita Kumariv. Govt. of
UP.Ithasbeen categorically ruled that the pro-
visionsof Section 154(1) CrPC are mandatory
and the officer concerned is duty-bound to
register the case on the basis of information
disclosing commissionofacognizable offence.
iminal L Act, 20°

ingthe “anti-social elements” to view them-
selves as above the law.

As citizens of India, when we gave our-
selves our Constitution, we cast upon our ju-
diciary the duty to protect our fundamental
rights againstany encroachment from the ex-
ecutive, irrespective of the religion we es-
poused or the caste forced upon us. And to-

The Crit 3
emphasises examination as well as treat-
mentof thevitim, both physcl and py-

day,
brazen inhumanity perpetrated on the most
vulnerable of Indians in complete violation of

chological, i

theruleoflaw, judiciary will

lection. As per MOHFW itis
mandatory for a doctor to inform the juris-
dictional )regard-

o
lead and supervise a free, fair and speedy in-
land r specdy

-

inga case of sexual violence, unless the sur-
vivor does not give consent, in which case
suchfacti: theexam-

tal rape and the completely illegal forced cre-
mationandilegaldetentonbytheUP police.

ining doctor. The victim Should have heen
taken for medic:

Conslmmon its spmt. and the idea oﬂndl:n[

andanMLC allthe
injuries on the person of the victim, which
then could have directed the sections to be
added in the FIR and guided further investi-

and

The writersare lawyers practising at
the Delhi High Court

HyACKING THE HOUSE

Rules, precedent were ignored to push through anti-farmer Bills in Rajya Sabha

KKRAGESH

LAST WEEK, THE Narendra Modi govern-
ment pushed through three pro-corporate
bills — Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill,
2020, Farmers (Empowerment &
Protection) Agreement of Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill, 2020 and the
Essential Commodities (Amendment) Bill
— in Parliament. All three Bills were inter-
connected. The first two give corporates op-
portunity to trade in agricultural commodi-
ties while entering into with

mostimportantamong th

The Chair announced a voice vote on the
statutory resolution and declared it is
negated. He refused to consider repeated
demands by members for adivision vote on
the statutory resolution.

‘The Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha
has told the media that “the amendment
‘moved by CPI(M) MPK K Ragesh was negated
by voice vote at 1.07 pm on September 20 as
hewasinthe well of the house and noton his

farmers without any government mlewen—
tion. The third provides corporates the op-
portunity to stock as much as they wish
agricultural commodities that come to
them through procurement and contracts.
Tl hasci d i

In the RS TV footage, my
voice can be heard thrice
soon after the voice vote,

toaccount,

vilsociety groups —not label disruptors.

KING AND THE GHOST

The death of Sankar, creator of Vikram-Betaal, marks the
passing of a glorious moment in storytelling for children

SWASHBUCKLING KING dressed in red and gold, sword in hand, mrpse

for corporates to procure commodities at
cheap prices, hoard the stock and create ar-
tificial shortages, and possibly sell them
later at exorbitant prices. The three laws will
facilitate loofing of farmers and consumers;
the Centre has legitimised hoarding and
black market with them.

This is why the entire Opposition stood
together to support the stand taken by the
Left and other opposition parties against the
Bills in Parliament. The Left parties also sub-
mitted a statutory resolution motion to re-

ctions cut
ungover on fer the Blls to the select committee and pro-
o e : P posed 12 amendments to the Bills. The
thisimage of King d Betaal from the Vik clause for ensuring price

ding a division vote
on the motion to refer the
Bill to the select committee,
which was raised from my
seat. What was the
justification of the chair
refusal to admit my
demand? And when my
name is referred to in the
context of an amendment on
Clause 2, the video visual

seati that point of time”. But
was nowherein the well as per RS TV footage
captured at 1.07 pm! The precedent is that
the division voteis demanded by the member
soon after the voice vote. At around 1.08 pm,
after the chair’s announcement that the statu-

division, i ly
that there should be order in the House is
justanexcuse to justify his undemocraticac-
tions. Evenif orderin the Houseis disrupted,
it is the duty of the Chair to ensure it (Rule
259). There are several accepted ways to do
it,including adjourning the House and con-
vening it after some time.

Besides, the Chair's argument that the
‘members should demand for adivision from
their seats makes no sense considering the
seatingarrangements. Howisit possiblewhen
the members have taken part in this session
by sitting even in the Lok Sabha chamber, in
accordance with the social distancing norms?
Yetagain, the RSTV footage shows there were
many members raising demand for division
in their seats. Once a motion s

tory
were negated in the voice vote, | raised my
demand foradivision vote.  had followed the
rules of the House.

Even the motions to refer the Bill o the
select committee were rejected in the most
undemocratic manner. In the RS TV footage,
my voice can be heard thrice soon after the

presented in the House, any member whois
present could demand a division vote. Why
didthe Chairinsist thativision voteisadmis-
sible only when the moverof the motionisin
his seat? According to the rules, the vote
should be conducted evenifasingle member
ofthehouse demands todoso.

voice vote, ote on the
‘motion torefer the Bill to the select commit-
tee, whichwas raised from my seat. What was
thejustification of the chair's refusal to admit

laws are out there and th
people are, Judgmgthem[entof ‘the governm-
entthat hurriedly rolled them out. The Nare-
ndra Modi government's anti-farmer and

onClause

reveals that I de; ded
division at 111 pm, which

2, the video ol Tovels e emanded
division at 111 pm, which was neglected.

pro-c is clearer now thanever.

ThewriterisaRajyaSabha MP
andaleader of AllindiaKisan Sabha, the

inthe (‘handumamu comics. The man behind this iconic image, artist (MSP) for agriculture commodities was the was ncglected. The deputy chairman’s argument that “for peasant wing of the CPI(M)
K 96, sed inChennai this week.
The ]ast of the original team that had built up the hugely popular cmldmn 's magazine,
Sankar a agl
rious chapterin children’s magazines in India. When it was launched in 1947 by Telugu film
haiapani OCTOBER 2,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO
its kit together
aselecti dretoldc i IRAN-IRAQ WAR Z1A ON KASHMIR state to enable them to decide their future
ershipac i country. Ati adejous IRAQAND IRAN reported tank battlesraging ~ PAKISTAN PRESIDENT GEN Ziaul Hag,inhis  inaccordance withits relevant resolutions™.

that culminated in 2013, Chandamama was published in 13 languages, and it was Sankar’s
vivid visuals that ran like a unifying thread around s diverse readership. Sankar came to
Clandamaaafteafive-year st vith another rominentTail magine, Kaimagal,
but,atthe Hisiniti:

ibrant water

colours. Intone,

inthe con-
temporary Indian ethos, Together with Chithra, the chiefllustratorof the magazine,Sankar
‘would cre: issitudes of ti

In the twilight of his career, Sankar had moved toa religious magazine, but his work at
Chandamama remains his legacy. For fans of Chandamama, and of the Vikram-Betaal se-

on theu‘ war front as Ayatollah Ruhollah

wide-ranging speech to the UN General

rie: jingKing inaneeriec

the man

ever inthrallin their wonder years.

thedoor shuttoa cease-
fire, vowing to fight to the end. Iran declared
itintends to keep the Strait of Hormuz open
to shipping and claimed ts ground forces in
street-to-street fighting had pushed Iraqiin-
vaders out of key city in oil-rich Khuzestan
province. The Iraqi news agency said that the
smoke still curling over Baghdad was from
the Dora Hilla natural gas line juncture that
fed the power plant attacked by Iranian
Phantoms. Iraq claimed its infantry had cap-
tured all approaches to the strategic army
garrison town of Dezful.

Assembly said the process of
of relations between India and Pakistan
couldbe "further accelerated" wlthapeace—

INDIA-SOVIET TALKS
PRESIDENTS LEONID BREZHNEV and Sanjiva
Reddy have expressed hopes thatlraqandIran

ful settlement of

Kashmir. Without naming the countries, he
spoke about discrimination against 300
‘million minorities in the world. The princi-
pal focus of the address was on Islam and
Islamic virtues, Afghanistan and Palestine.
But he also referred to the inability of the
UN in dealing with the “rights” of the
Palestinian people or “redeemingits prom-
ise to the people of the Jammu and Kashmir

New Delhi

ill abandon the path of war and strive for a
peaceful settlementof their problems. In their
extensive talks in Moscow, the Soviet side re-
iterated its fear that continuation of the armed
conflict in the Gulf would encourage further
American interference in the area. The Soviet
side reiterated its position on Afghanistan and
expressed appreciation of India’s positionand
understandingin relation to developmentsin
southand southwest Asia.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

One unmistakable winner emerged fir

om Tuesday’s presidential debate: Xi

Jinping. The loser was the American public — and anyone else unfortunate
enough to have sat through the grim 90-minute spectacle.

— THE GUARDIAN

The war within America

Battle over Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s legacy, her Supreme Court seat, may overtake all otherissues —
pandemic, economic collapse, fires and floods — in US presidential polls

With that start, | could take the next
thousand words in many directions. I could
write of the unmasked contempt that in-
cumbent Donald Trump and challenger joe
Biden had for each other through the most
unpresidential of presidential debates. I
could write about the marches for racial jus-
tice taking place for months across the
country, aptly described as the largest
protest movement in the nation’s history. I
could speak of the unspeakable — America’s
botched handling of everything from coro-
navirus to climate change.

Let me put those subjects aside and take
the space here to focus on a war about to
erupt in Washington DC over a seat vacated
by an 87-year-old woman. At 5 feet and an
inch, she was a towering presence on the na-
tion’s Supreme Court, champion of gender,
civil and voting rights — and a pop icon
memorialised in t-shirts and tattoos.Ispeak,
of course, of the Notorious RBG, Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, who finally succumbed to
cancer. In the coming days, the war over her
legacy, her Supreme Court seat, may over-
takeall otherissues —a pandemicstill raging,
aneconomy in collapse and fires and floods
ofbiblical proportions.

The US Senate has a Republican major-
ity and with the party’s leader, Donald
Trump, in the White House, it can replace
the left-leaning liberal, RBG with a conser-
vative judge before the election. The effects
would be long-lasting, as this would firmly
tilt the highest courtin the land to the right
for decades to come and overturn funda-
mental laws that could affect a woman's
right to an abortion or the sweeping afford-
able healthcare act, known as Obamacare,
among others. Trump has, in fact, selected
an ultra-conservative, Judge Amy Coney
Barrett, as his nominee and is aiming for a
Senate confirmation before Election Day on

of tit-for-tat Supreme Court expansions
‘when the shoe is on the other foot and the
othersideis in power. However, sucharetal-
iation would happen further outinto the fu-
ture and endless court expansions could be
unpopularamong voters. Soitis arisk worth
taking for now. This nuclear option s begin-
ningto get some adherents already. Kamala
Harris, Joe Biden's running mate, has hinted
sheis warmto the idea. Biden hasin the past
been concerned about the tit-for-tat prece-
dent this might set, but is now keeping his
mou(h shuton the topic. When asked in the

November 3. The Democrats have the cards
stacked against them, since the bodies that
can make this happen, the Senate and the
White House, are currently in Republican
control. With enough Republican senators
lining up to support ramming a new justice
in before the elections, the prospects for
blocking such a move look bleak.

Odly. this may hep the Dermocrats on
the Election Day he most pow-

hether
the court in the event of a Demucrauc win,
he deflected and didn'tanswer.

Ifeel he shouldn't hold back and come
out and say, heck yes, that option s on the
table. For Democrats, this is a no-lose strat-
egy,asitwill maximise voterenergy around
a galvanising cause, The issue would bring
morevotersto the pollsand bring more sup-

erful strategies emerge w]\el\ you have your
back againstawall.

To my mind, the Democrats and their
presidential candidate, Joe Biden, have a
clear option that dominates all others: Go
nuclear. By this [ mean they must commit to
acredible threat, promise that if they were
to win the White House and Senate, they
will abolish the filibuster — a tactic that
blocks or delays Senate action onaBill, usu-
ally by talking endlessly — and expand the
size of the Supreme Court by adding more
seats. The laws allow such a possibility. This
‘way, if Judge Barrettisinstalled, they can re-
balance the political makeup of the Court by
adding seats and “packing” it with their
hand picked liberal justices.

The idea comes with some retaliatory

port to the party. The signs of such momen-
tum are already apparent. In the first hour
after RBG's passing, a key organisation that
tracks fundraising for the Democrats raised
more money in an hour than in any other
one-hour timeframe since it had launched
16 years ago. It broke its all-time record in
money raised in a single day.

Nationwide polls suggest that fast-for-
warding Judge Barrett’s appointment to the
Supreme Court pickis unpopular with ama-
jority of voters; so this should help with the
‘momentum favouring Democrats.

Why did Trump and the Republicans
execute a pre-emptive strike? They had
two options. One was to forge ahead and
install a conservative judge. In the coming
weeks, the headlines will be dominated by
the bitter confirmation process. This might

oral 1S poirtica

To my mind, the Democrats
and their presidential
candidate, Joe Biden, have a
clear option that dominates
all others: Go nuclear. By this
T'mean they must commit to
a credible threat, promise
that if they were to win the
‘White House and Senate,
they will abolish the

fili ic that
blocks or delays Senate
action on a Bill, usually by
talking endlessly — and
expand the size of the
Supreme Court by adding
more seats. The laws allow
such a possibility. This way,
if Judge Barrett is installed,
they can re-balance the
political makeup of the
Court by adding seats and
‘packing’ it with their

CRSasikumar
sues: Trump’s disastrous handling of
COVID-19 or his monstrous debate per-
formance or that he has masterfully
avoided paying income taxes by running
failed businesses and taking $70,000 de-
ductions for hair-styling. And then, of
course, Trump would boast of having ap-
pointed three ¢ upreme Court

Gandhi’s freedom

He is appropriated by all. But his true legacy
could help address the democracy deficit
intoday’s world

RaM MADHAV

antmediaandincessant propaganda. Gandhi
respected his critics. Butdictators can't stand
dissent. They live in their cocoons, sur-
rounded by henchmen and yes-men. That
hasbeen the story, from Hitler toStalin. Once
the Third Reich was formed in 1933, Hitler
declared that the party had no more role in
the government. He surrounded himself
with “experts”. Leaders who came before
him were erased from the historic memory.

ON JANUARY 30, 1948, the flag of the
United Nations Organisation was lowered
to half-mast. For the first time, the UN had
set aside a day’s session to honour the
man just murdered in Delhi. “Not the
head of a state, a general or a king, but a
lone man who without an army, riches,
or political alliances, has been called the
most powerful man of the 20th century.
Who was this man that all the world
should mourn over?” — Encyclopedia
Britannica’s documentary on Gandhi be-
gins with this description. Gandhi's great-
ness is universal. For: heisan

the“Great Purge” eliminat-
ing his competitors and rivals in the party
starting with the killing of Sergei Kirov in
1934 and ending with the killing of Leon
Trotskyin 1940 In ll these campaigns, both
Hitler and Stalin depended on state power
and asubmissive media.

Gandhi was the antithesis of such dicta-
torial tendencies. Gandhilived an open life,
never surrounded by a coterie. He was fear-
less in truth. He rushed to Noakhali when
riots broke out in early 1947 in which a
large number of Hindus were killed. For
four months, he went from village to vil-
lage persuading Muslims to embrace their

indu nei He

eternal inspiration. Gandhi never hated
anybody, but some Gandhians do.
Incidentally, for those whom Gandhians
hate, too, Gandhi is iconic. For, Gandhi fits
into all shapes and sizes. His legacy can
be appropriated by anyone. As is fa-
mously said of leaders, Gandhi too can be
“loved or hated but not ignored”.

Gandhi had optimistically predicted
that he could be killed but not his
Gandhism. Seventy-two years after his
death, Gandhism remains, but itis largely
about externals. Cleanliness, khadi, cow
protection and swadeshi became chic in
Gandhi's name. Gandhi emerged as a
“trendy fashion icon”. These are not
unimportant. But Gandhism is much
more than these externals.

‘Gandhi's core message was about free-
dom, which Tagore described in his poem
as “where the mind is without fear”.

Huseyn Suhrawardy, the Bengal Premier,
for his inaction. But then, he refused to ac-
cept the chief minister’s version about the
communal situation in Bihar and rushed
to Patna to offer succour to Muslims who
were victimised by Hindus. He admon-
ished the Congress government in equally
harsh words for its failure.

That's what Gandhi called Ram Rajya or
Dharma Rajya — a state of righteous free-
dom. Deen Dayal Upadhyay later explained
Dharma Rajya in the terms of democracy.
Democracy is understood as the govern-
ment “by the people, of the people and for
the people”. While “by the people”and “of
the people” represented elections and gov-
ernment, “for the people” meant Dharma
Rajya, Deen Dayal averred. Rama Rajya, for
Gandhi, meant people being free from
every type of yoke.

Gandhi's saga inspired many.

thinker on
human freedom from the material stand-

point Gandhi gave this  spiriual dimen-
Aficatolndia, Gandhire-

judges as his campaign pitch. That said, any
benefits would be neutralised if the
Democrats were to successfully use voter
fury of having Judge Barrett pushed
through in an election year — an act that
Republicans themselves had argued
against back when Obama had a similar
chance to fill a Supreme Court seat in 2016.
Alternatively, Trump could have cam-
paigned on a promise to appoint a conser-
vative judge after he gets re-elected. Such
amove would have disappointed the “bird
in the hand” voters eager to confirm aright-
leaning judge while Trump s still in office;
but it could have fired up the campaign to
re-elect him and giving it a renewed ration-
ale. By jumping the gun now, Trump may,
ironically, pull off a Supreme Court win, but
has added fuel to the Biden campaign and
seta potential retaliatory strike in motion.
Thus my advice to Biden: Go nuclear. You
have nothing to lose at this point. My advice
to Trump: Accept the election outcomes if
you lose and then quietly disappear. Unless,
of course, there is a subpoena that requires
yourappearance in frontof ajudge inacourt
toanswer some questions aboutyears of tax
dodging and $70,000 haircuts. Count your-
selflucky, that the judge is not RBG.

‘The writer is Dean of Global Business at The
Fletcher Schoolat Tufts University, and
founding executive director of Fletcher’s

Gandhi's morality was not denial of politics. His idealism was completed by realism

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

FOR GANDHI \no]ence ‘was a sign of the fail-
ureofa Atthe core

of Gandhi's political theory is the view of pol-
itics as shaped by internal moral power,
rather than from the standpoint of rational
violence. Consequently, for Gandhi, the mod-
ern state contained forces that threatened,
rather than enhanced, liberty. Therefore, he
did not consider democracy as a political
regime but as a value, which needed to be
created and cherished. His defence of institu-
tions of the liberal constitutional state did
not mean that he justified them in terms of
his political philosophy. To the contrary, pol-
itics for Gandhi was an act of consciousness,
notamode of living taken for granted.
Gandhi did not see the goal of political ac-
tion as the immediate capture of office.
According to him, the basic condition of po-
litical action was the elimination nfvmlence

ence of conscience the har-  paramount lour affairs,
mony icsand politic publicor private.”
An “ethic of The Gand alinpol-

Gandhi'snon-violent politics. He argued fora
dedicated and committed political ethos,
which did not accept the necessity of “dirty
hands” in politics. As he affirmed on July 3,
1940, I have always derived my politics from
ethics or religion and my strengthis also de-
rived by my deriving my politics from ethics.

itics was not only a way to seek Truth, but
also of coming to know oneself in ever-
greater depth. The Gandhian effort for non-
violent politics was a cultivation of one’s ca-
pacity for ethical citizenship. That is to say,
Gandhi considered politics as a work of the
heart and not merely of reason. This recalls

It by
thatIfind myselfin politics. A person whoisa
Tover of his country is bound to take a lively
interestin politics.”

Gandhiwas thinkingin terms of long-term
social stability among nations. So, he wanted
to put his hands on the wheel of history
through non-violent politics. Ultimately, what
was important for him was to move from vi-
olence to politics. This transition could not take

French Blaise Pascal, who said:
“The heart has its reasons which reason it-
self does not know.” In the same manner,
Gandhi believed that the heart, and not rea-
son, is the seat of morality. He wrote in
Harijan (June 8, 1940): “Morality which de-
pends upon the helplessness of a man or
woman has not much to recommend it.
Morality is rooted in the purity of our hearts.”
Gandhi believed that next to constructive
ork,asoci

Hi as i pol-
itic: i i 1rcu|t0fre—

placewithout
the Ina speech at All-India National

sentment, ha[redand coercion. His politics of
non-violence was a method to mobilise col-
lective power in a manner that attends to its
ownmoraleducationin anexemplaryandin-
novative way. Excellence s the end that we
havetoset

Education Conferenceon January 13,1930, he
observed: “There are some who think that
‘morality hasnothing todowith politics. Wedo
not concern ourselves with the character of
our leaders... [fswaraj was not meant to

powered,since human beingsare capable of
love,fiendship,solidarityand empathy.

asitis; through the other, he
can see what it ought to be.” Consequently,
Gandhi insisted on the autonomous nature
of the moral act. His view of morality was not
adenial of politics. On the contrary, Gandhi's
moral idealism was completed by a political
realism, which sought the construction of a
democratic society. He wrote: “I feel that po-
ltical work must be looked upon i terms of
social and moral progress.”

From Gandhi's perspective, non-violence
‘was an ontological truth that followed from
the unity and interdependence of humanity
and life. Therefore, he advocated an aware-
ness of the essential unity of humanity. That

regimes fell in many coun-
tries after India. The last to fallin the last

century was the Soviet Union. The Soviet
regime’s anthem used to describe the

lentiesslyfought for

equality with dignity and love. “lam not in-
terested in freeing India from merely
English yoke. 1 am bent on freeing India
from any yoke whatsoever”, Gandhi de-
clared. Biographer Louis Fischer quipped
that the Englishman who pushed Gandhi
out of the railway carriage in South Africa
didn't realise that in a few decades, the
same fragile man would push the English
Raj out of India.

Nat Turner, the African American
slave-preacher too was born on October
21in 1800. Turner was the first to rebel
against slavery in America. His rebellion
was crushed and he was hanged. Like
Gandhi, Turner too trod the spiritual path
like a mystic. He too was austere in his
lifestyle and fasted and prayed regularly.
Like Gandhi, h that his mis-

c
republics”.
under the Soviet regime. The myth of in-
destructibility remained only until Mikhail
Gorbachev became the President in 1986.
Allthat was needed for the indestructibil-
ity to go was his policy of Glasnost —open-
ness. The Kazakhs were the first to take to
the streets in 1986. Gorbachev used brute
military power, but the movement for free-
dom spread like a wildfire, destroying one
of the last surviving dictatorships of the
20th century. Horrific details of the acci-
dentatthe Chernobyl nuclear power plant
were carried by the recently “freed”
Russian media far and wide, further pre-
cipitating the downfall.

There is a growing democracy deficit
in the world today. People’s freedoms are
at stake. The Gandhian agenda was al-

sion was divine.

Gandhi carried forward Turner’s man-
tle in South Africa, fighting against
apartheid. Later, in India, he led the strug-
gle against the British rule on the one hand
andagainst social evils on the other. He de-
scribed the movement for swaraj as one of
“self-purification”.

Gandhism lies in the commitment to
freedom and self-purification. Dictators
thrive on yokes like brute state power,a pli-

a more . freedomand
alife of dignity and respect. A benevolent
state and a free media are mandatory for
people’s freedom. *I will be gone saying
whatlam saying, but one-day people will
remember that what this poor man said,
that alone was true”, Gandhi pleaded
once. Realising that Gandhi was right is
real Gandhism.

‘The writer is Member, Board of Governors,
India Foundation

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

INJUSTICE IN UP

‘THISREFERSTO the report UPPoliceout
in full force to cremate Hathras woman,
away from family’ and the editorial
‘Impunity in Hathras'(IE. October 1).The
incidentis an addition to chronicle fore-
told by B R Ambedkar, who while de-
scribingtheviceand viciousnessof caste
hatred in HinduSociety, hassaid: “Tothe

IDEAS
ONLINE

ingaPl

‘Untouchables, Hinduism s a veritable INTROSPECTION:
chamber of horrors”. Recently, the ADVAITAKALA
Galcutta High Court (HC) while dispos- o

bodies of COVID victims observed that KELSANG D AUKATSANG

“the right to dignity and fair treatment
underArticle210fthe Constitutionis not
only available to  living person but also
to his mortal remains after his demise.
Disposal of a human body, whether or
notthe persondies of Covid-19,whether
by cremation or burial, should be done
with due respect and solemnness”. The
intriguing police am-handedness over

www.indianexpress.com

proof. The reaction of Justice Liberhan,
carried by the newspaper, underlines the
mockery of the judicial process. The
charge that the judiciary is increasingly
beholden to the ruling dispensation is

d crema-

alled for ct
and a move from egocentricity towards a
“shared humanity.” This “shared humanity”
cannot exist if it is not aware of its shortcom-
ings.Itneeds tostrive toremoveits ethical im-
perfections in order to be able to live with
global challenges. In an age of increasing
“globalisation of selfishness", there is an ur-

Onjanuary 5,1907,G
Opinion: “It is the moral nature of man by
which he rises to good and noble thoughts.
ThEdIffErE"l sciences show usthe world asit

Gandhi showed that a life of excellence is an
agencyand atransformative force, an experi-

civilise il-
isation, it would be worth nothing. They vely
essence of our civilisation is that we give a

itoughttobe.Itenables
‘man to know how he should act. Man has two
windows to his mind: Through one he can

gent need to and practise the
moralleadership of Mahatma Gandhiand re-
evaluate the concept of politics.

The writeris director, Mahatma Gandhi

Centre for Nonviolerce and Peace Studies,
OPJindal Global University

tion of the Dalit woman victim, sends a
chilling message — not only do Dalits
‘have no control over their lives, but not
evenafterdeath.

LRMurmu, Delhi

NO DUE PROCESS

THIS REFERS TO editorial “The

Demolition” (IE October 1). It lays bare

the stark reality of what the justice sys-
The demoliti

with the verdict.
Harish Joshi, Pune

POLITICS NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the article ‘Good stu-
dents, bad students” (IE, September 30).
Pupils must not be dissuaded from par-
takingin political discourse. The higher
education institutions across the nation
should seek to mould students into
pmamve citizens, who are always will-

em . wasa
publicspectacle that hardly requiredany

P
Varun Das, Zirakpur

New Delhi
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Undying embers
Incressing gender sensitivity s cruciad
0 enhancing women's safety

The Prime Minister India almost forgot

Lal Bahadur Shastri’s political life has lessons, but it is his sudden passing that vitiates his public recall and his history

"Iwbld“oum".. a
ghanily might
forever coched in Indin's collective memaory. A 19

yearold Dalin girl, who had been allegedly raped and

Jiod 2 Mathran vl
e

ber M, 2.5

fng they had been kege away from her kst rites. This
was anather unconscionable xrocity commitied in Ut
tar Pradesh. The pirl was brutally assaubed when she
was doing her chores, collecting fodder in the felds
along with her mocher. Her spinal cord was fraciured
and woage shuded. Thit inbuman act which follows &
sring of sexual violence cxses in Uar Pradesk sad o)
sewhere in India hightight b, primardly
that the safety of womes i not a paacaniee despice e
stringent Liws in place. After the Nrbbaya zape is Dedhi
10 2012, the government set up a commitiee kod by jus-
tice |5, Versa O its secommendations, the Criminal
Law (Amendment) Act was amended ia 2003, bringieg
in chanpes 8 the Indian Penal Code and other biws.
Thiss Masch, the four comvicsed of the gasgrape of Nirb
haya were hanged to death.
The Litar Pradedh government hut set up 2 Special
Team 10 Jook inio the allegations levelled
by the family; the Chief Mindster has promised 2 com-
pensation of T35 Likh and ~adety”. That the Chief Mi-
nisier had 10 pledge 2tack 2
the adwiniracion has falled s modt videerable cii
rens. Caste dension contimues ¢0 simmer on (he ground
whh ks Inevitable cyche of humitiation, viokeace and in-

equities. deop ot of sehool
years agn. The use of sexual viokence 10 oppeess lower
castes has been 0a the rice, On the question of protect-
ing woemen, Usar Pradesh has slipped teeridly. The L
- 4

Praded reghuisred the
agans women in 2019, accousting for 1% of Indin's
taak Faot-racking the lnvestigation and emuring jus-
e i the least authorities can o, St the challenge i
10 ensure than these tragedies are not forgotien. Togeth-
er with Increading ender-sensitivity, the Ustar Pradesh

amd cder =l e
the Lrw 10 enhance women's safety. Ele, those embers
om 3 sondid night may noe be dhe bast ooes,

Constraining critique
Amnesty's decision to close shop
in Inclia is undocunase
role phyad:."h- rights aeganisations In

and excesses b 2 pecessary

e THE HINDU
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2020

firm thoosgh the serres In ome

secie and the advanon 5 ances
o In the war's widening arc,
ralied the coumtry with his call of
“Jai Jaan Juf Kisan’ 20 Decome Ns.
1n the end, he accepted the So
viet for medamon and s
bt the mad © Tadont, whese
an with his.
Pakbesni
Muhuasmorad Avub s 0 Jeseary
1964, mare ar lew sestering the
arus geo. B win theee B be
died, within bowrs of thelr de
clared desoucmest 10 war. The
Image of a sumbre Ayub carrying
the i of St wan 2 big -
bolic sestimony to his sheet b
‘was one of guiet change on most Equally, be abo had a mentor-  where a combloegion of B e sabwsansal stanare.
fromes. it bogan amid & rencwed  Ingaide to him, exhibised inbis e moteacss, rocipeocsl »it Ameag the Nghlights of Shus-
ot of {the pecty’s Bureas  wation on the ground, 2 nelatively 17 heritage is She shit from per
peice riee which can be takon  of PurBamontary Research, s & oover  waalised W Intitutionslised g
Back, afbed b a broken liae, o the A thind do- Y od
s of the Second Workd Bar sad  main was the party s Bx6 aful  Brith ndiati Indsery © agriculture, aad a
placed in 2 wider frame of sheilar  and i contrasting framing of han meant that Shastr! was content  move fves command 1 ecomonmy,
peobloms across the docolonived s clither a leader of 500 mach dis  with 3 ressaosable refereace o an  all overtaioen by the meach of tme.
workd. Moee prosaically, ¥ ciused  cusslon and Indecision, or of 100 wribusal, His it ascest 10 prime minier
2 forex crisls from food procure:  late ad pove Inda the Dons  ship and his load actions 2 Prime
went and a poovincal frktion e Indoed, clichis abound, when & shaoe of the desmascated ik foll Seosgh e cadle
ween surpies and deficlt 2ones.  comes 10 Shastrfs past and pre-  However, it was In Augest, M years  between the Nebewvian era and In-
and s pleceneal rtioniag v st wasall s, MOpgap, from and P disas inda. Wik sothased rese-
well s the constraction of the 3 tition, that Inds and Pakbtan  rection, b an cutsied
Coapoeation of India on the came © thelr Sne, declired war 10 these marratives, by those
waty 0 an cvermusl Revubs ove: that unfished busines fSom fhetock it of
won'. Such chalierges 1947: Jamena and Kashasir. As it foi-  dly with his digntfed s

g =d

panronage poditics. In his own un-
Sy warys, Shastrd wondd put his
Souionitic

corruption-induced departunes of

clally s n
commanal cathreaks, wemained

The Mahatma as an intercultural Indian

His proximity to the East and the West proved to be fruitful: his iiellectual openness helped hi

sockety activism, which enhances democracy by secur-
™ The fact that Amnesty

erations i ndis becasse of the freezing of its hark -
comts agencios is e
refore unfomenate. The povernment
Amnesty's declubon, that & will sot allow “eerference
in domesaic political debates by entities fusded by fo-
reign denations”, sugpests thae this L3

Naked 16 (h "

s the abrogacion of special status for Jamma and Kash-
i in 2019, The grosp has makstained thae it has malsed
Bnancial resources limfully. Ammesty has wilen up by
man rights causes such as minority rights, ending tor
ture, sbolition of the death pesalty and sefugee rights,
ghobolly. Advocacy of these causes has led 0 the group
being at loggerheads with regimes of various types -

tries.

s where the group has stopped operations. There is
10 e that the £ et o Wfiis
not usform across 2 lopsided world, has oaly en
hanced and furtheed the cause of bumman rights and
their awareness for ghobal citleens. Democratic regimes.
that are boand by doudd 0ot conid

«aﬁi‘nl.ah;by"mnu-u;-m
adversariad, but instead view it as constrocive critigee
of their Bnctioning. If the critiqee is oot rexsoned, the

e should mot ressrict freedom of expression through
Tnimidation or restralaing sctions,
prcary 2 h

g regis
ered N ¥ il

over the years, but the Nasional Democratic Allaece:
led goverament has taken sieps 10 coastrain groups
even more, especially those (hat are trans national in

their g p
session where amendments 6o the Forelgn Contribu-

procedural insiucions that have bees bulk over de-
cades. Foe

trepreneurship, gvernmental actons and acher eco-
noetic ool would be necessary but no salficient. The
coumtry needs 1 allow for a vibrane civil sockety that

several reforms rebwed 0 accounta-

inchis ks

| mnlmwmhlwh;&
i oot "

il

An approach abead of Rs time s surtired.
Inthis speaks of democracy and noovis
of caltures and falths,  lence s two sides of the same
of civil Gandhl was far abead of ki time.
Indeod. his non-violent
Ktheory as a of
dcmm.hﬂm“ mun-: of peosee:
ro et
fer his death. Candhi was noe 3 In Indis beyond Al paliics] and
nationaii bt cesencal- of hared,
s respomse 10 Iy 3 puthSader somandh a casvmon and wat. te
among was weell awace of the Gt that pob-
diferent culbees. el of the Gy
— el o b e
remains  nelthes of viclence and war. The b the
nor owontialit. ¥ s eventially oo why he refused 1o define
plaralissic and empahetic. Nore  India In terms of echaic purity or
tmportantly, Ms sttachmerg to  Hogubefic unity o some other o
"h:-nﬁkdn-u:r Ifying seligous amsivme. Mose
B is idenefiod with ethics rher  rious “othen.” Gandis
than theology. Thesefore, his con-  phyy of democracy intradoced an
A realistic hope For Gasdhi, the ethical and the & just society coptof democracy and modes snd  antissoniric and pluniiel &
Gandhi's iea of ponvicience was were the same. There  On the social level, Gandid e methods of achieving it, merslon ke a perimarty e
oot a deoam it was a realistic  Sore, for him, the struggle againet  ioned an ideal society where s+ Satyagaha and Ssaral, are not  rial motedaes of Indamnes. In
wch s S Bope, acmed with a dose of practh  violence and Soricism was atthe  clal Jastice Is dose, Iacliding for be  this sense. & could be apued tha
of the gobal wei- Jevel asdi the kst penos. This b a common  Beves thae haman desting has oo for , there was 7o senth-
coming of the lw of love. By say st Lows: ¥t was exprossed by the  world b which Inaiutions 2m 1o sy been oo the sove tosands. st of loving one’s counery
Ing this, be Sk, w0l force and the punuk of ruth  get the best out of the Individual. 2 truth. And e (namely Indiad witheu Joving the
e same Bne, as 38 Aslin who 60 ol others. Gand had a o The Candhian in  wasapenonswho puoocd trh i cultae of e other. Gandi's 1o
wirs Infloenced by Hindaism, foundly ethical view of Ifie: dere  the realm of cliizenship and de  all aspects of life, not oaly spirk  peal 1o planetary companionsdip
sivm and Boddham, and m apor-  cogeised neither e nfalllie 4 w ol aciui and da
deeply auborky of teas noe the sasctity  Dsdenent of 2 just sockty, As  join his in this puesalt. el hdw
the teachings of Jeses Chrlst, So- of wach, e of ch A of
crsees, Tolstoy, Rusiéa and Tho  abo the fovemont citic of modern  Mges on mocal groweh in husser a5 & dysasic clement in the ot ol o religion
Tewa Mermon once wrote  politcs. Hnd, where a0 undisciplined and becoming of human chvillsa-  ness. As be potamed ose “The gob-
“analie  Gom The bowhy, coading Gandhil  sscestraiond Individuslion ghas  tlon. 16 effort (o beidge Sforert  den way s 80 b frionds with the
moned Asban”. Maybe so, b & Is s mavolkdably W rechink s place 1o an empathet views of lfe was matched Inmany  worid and 1 regard the whede b
mot became Gandbé loarst masy politios s a new relation  hen, Moovovesr, while speaking on  wans by Wiy appeosch to the maay  mas famlly as one. Ne who dheis-
things from the West that he had power and violence and  noavielence and  democracy,  sidediess of trueh. Thie i he  puidhes betwoes the vorasics of
a stranger 10 as & way of tramoeading e con- Gandhi believed that humanity & nee ngject differont ooc's oen roligion aad those of
s own caliuse and 10 the tadi- diaincticn cith  had o deveiop cermaln qualities  of sacial Be; he siamply affemed miss-odacanes the mem.
thons of the East. On the coatsary. 1t ks ak  fo wha be considered to be asthen  bers of his own and opess the way
s proximity to the fas and the  somands an Istercultund democ  shon and homdity. The main sl g Sor dis 3
y and drferen was o hamans t sult of
made of him, what we can Gl esbntcomprombed by merens 0 a0 ler-caltural and pluridl-  an othical common ground. Kmmr hindugha 1 Wi of
Indan”. nd enablod him 0o MAIDEaIn TET X Mok Gande Crar for Nomesimr
was endowed with 20 Isseliectaal I noe limined by mene comthi- emphass 00 service 10 would not be possdble 6 Gder-  and S oo w08 Sl Gl
epenness, which helped Nm o all by beings from all padh-  sand the concepe of T Songer. Moryan:
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . 4 postal sdhess n
® befere Dark hour
P The Jadgmene In the Babri  thae of bee, almosz all oo, - dedicmed
cal MR P Matheas (Page 1, October 1) o and oxxchisery in place comm, bet & b sho
he e L h ] expanes the. Encugh i enough.  Sripped Sown every value 3
“Adeard, 31 acyatied in aarmer in which crimes 1 peay e e
I Bt case”, Ocroder 1. It fvour of the parey - @ The dewed judguent will  againg women e belog L] (araaty is corsfored 3ad that
wosdd be mo which koot gn. et 3 dangrroes. and deak with the Jsborities pay for thew
o sy that the verdict hun Coets crboldcned religocs by dhe State police. The © Not oolly wan lf ostrageows actiom.
they are faratrce " young
e ;’;‘“mﬂ— & wch acev el arisex ey oy’ et
d Jedpnent A Mowen.
Inscnutica. To sy that wondering Qemep CORRECTIONS & CLARSIMCATIONS: ___
there b 8o evidence of Floally, the cnly mwwer 104 whether the juliciry has Ik Sepecmdes vieus, 200 pend “WION o e
feaves coe roth yatro Is 2 peda Jotna,  beo .....d‘.‘%.&’!.‘.inn........
stunaod i nical dibelicd o bring sbow exrgive. wnciety can gnoee the ream  Say by burh” k dbuondd e hevn 75,000 o sddioos.
that the demoiition was. change, 0ne has to start e o [y
e 00 part of & lager aldrowing the people Qe FOCPOTIN0G JGENE WORMTL [t vl s v i =
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Google issue overblown,
look for sensible solutions

To prevent ‘monopoly’ rents, India needs its own Google, with
generous govt R&D grants, start-up challenges, etc

TISNOT clearwhether the gove orthe ition Commission of India

(cc1) will take action to stop Google from charging a 30% commission—a year

from now—on thein-app purchases of digital services. While Googleargues that

this has always been its policy, several local start-ups and digital economy play-
ers argue that this is just Google abusing its monopoly. By virtue of its Android plat-
form, which is used by the majority of mobile phones in the country, the argument
goes, Google’s Play Store has an unassailable position—Apple and its app store, have a
small market share in India—and so hapless digital firms have no option but to pay
the 30%revenue-share that Google wants.

Attheoutset,it Google,
lessthan thelast12 months
and, of these, nearly 97% are already using the Google Play billing service and happily
parting with a 30% commission. Indeed, it is important to keep in mind that the 30%
commission does notapply to physical goods; soif you buya computer from either Flip-
Kart or Amazon, 30% of the amount you pay is not passed on to Google. The reason why

d,at lea tfornow.

Whileboth Flipkart:
Play Store,n order to be able tosupply goods to customers, both firms have invested bil-
lionsof dollars in creati ices; charginga 30%
commission on top of these costs . In the case of

uld killthe online delivery

however, ,alarge partof theirmar-
istaken uthinka 10%:
itis this marketing reach that Google is charging for. Several years ago, wheneveryou

70%ofthe

boughta
with collection services bundled in.
Indeed, there are urther carveouts, and that s why CCI may not intervene. For one,

: Upinion

VEN AS GOVERNMENTS
and epidemiologists in sev-
eral countries are worrying
overasecondwaveof Covid-
19,cliniciansare concerned

that SARS-CoV-2 does not waive off the

suffering of patients when the acute

WWW.

INANCIALEXPRESS.CO|

ABSOLUTE POWER

Congress leader P Chidambaram

UP police is a law into itself. None of the laws of the
country seem to apply to it. What is wrong if the
leaders of a political party protest against a gruesome
crime and wish to visit the victim's family?

® COVID-19 AFTER-SHOCKS

DEPENDING ON BIG HOSPITALS TO PROVIDE MOST OF POST-COVID CARE IS SETTING OURSELVES
UP FOR FAILURE. COMMUNITY-BASED FACILITIES, IN OR NEAR PHCs, WOULD BE MORE ACCESSIBLE

Ensuring effective
post-Covid care

K SRINATH
REDDY

Authoris a cardiologist and epidemiologist &

eplsodelscver Several personswhohave

red com-
plammg of continuing ailments that
vary in severity but last long after the

|

President, PHFI. He s the author of Make Health in
India: Plus.

ityoinfectedpersons recoverwithmild

Even under usual conditions, hospitals

virus has been

from the body. This condition is now
being referred to as ‘Long Covid’by doc-
tors, patientsand media.Persons experi-
encing symptoms of prolonged illness
arebeing designated as‘Long Haulers’.
Estimates of what proportion of
patientsfallinto this categoryvary from
surveys in different countries, depend-
ing upon the symptoms being reported.

However,even persons
whohavesceminglyrecoveredwell dine
ically have been noted to reveal damage
to the heart or lungs on investigation.
Areas of fibrosis have been noted in the
lungs on CT scans. Heart muscle injury
A - Scans, eart I D

care. They also perform surgeries and
advanced

iswell recognised in theory, butnotwell
heeded in practice that a drug pre-
scribed for one condition can aggravate
orcomplicateanother condition.
Think of a 62-year-old person with
high blood pressure and diabetes and
symptomsofosteoarthritisof theknees.
Ifamale, enlargement of the prostate
withurinarysymptoms maybeabother.
If a woman, post-menopausal symp-
toms may be causing concern.In sucha
situation, even those existing combina-
tionsofhhealth problemswillrequirerreg-
ular doesnotinvolve

Obstetric care is getting i

rushing i imi-

institutionalised. Hospitals are, how-
ever, not designed to provide chronic
care forhealingor palli Thati

larly,post-Covid symptoms tooneed care
closetohome,evenif the patient did not
have co-1 ities earlier. As more

aresult of direct injury by the virus or
immunologically mediated inflamma-
tionof theheart muscle.Evenatyounger

thearena of primary care.
Depending on big hospitals to pro-
vide most of the post-Covid-19 care is

l liston amsung’s G inBristol, UK,had81 ~ ages, thevi toleave footprints |  setting ourselves up for failure. Under
canstill beused on i will not take a 30% ission.The outof 110 patients [eportmg continu-  of damage which arevi the National Tobacco Con-
reasonwhydevelopersdon’twant todothatand, instead,retaina i ing three their  bleonlyoni trol the gov-
alot Also,evenif? Play Stor isnocharge dlscharge Inanother study in Italy, of  The long term effects of . ernment had set up
tobepaid toGooglei s fontoamagazi such cedto  Evenafter Covid-19 opacco cessation clinics
theirwebsites or ﬂuoughaWhatsApp ].\nkorsomethmg thatatleastonesymptompersistedtwo | bestudied. loses steam, there  in big hospitals. Which

Itis, however, nths after discharge. Many persons The persistence of will be other threats daily wage worker, office

way.In which case, the real solution s in India creating its own Google—in multiple
Indian languages—over time, in the way it has created NavIC as a response to GPS or UPL

Wwhocouidnat get tested, but had an ill-
nessverysuggestiveof Covid-19arealso

asan ents” ism. Doing thi fund-
mgforR&D,forsmnnn be ev tart-up chall . The system
will have lots of bugs—which new product doesn’t7—but over time, these will get fixed.
Atmanirbharta cannotbe got by putting curbson Googleitcan only beachieved by cre-
ating products,and of a glob:

To curb stubble burning

..heed EPCA on making straw management machines affordable

HE SUPREME COURT appointed Environment Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority, or EPCA, is right in saying that an incentive of ¥100 per
quintal of grain—paid on top of the MSP during procurement by the Cen-
tre—is “not viable”. Though such an incentive will likely encourage more
farmers to refrain from burning crop stubble, in the long run, the government can’t
keep bearing this burden. The Supreme Court, in November 2019, had directed the
governments of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh to pay farmers a financial incen-
tive to curb the practice,which accounts for nearly 4-30% of daily pollutant concen-
trationin Delhi’sairin the earlywinter Lastyear, the Punjab g paid
28.51 croreto 31,231 farmers,while Haryana's paid 1.63 crore to 4,000. Thisyear,
the Haryana government expects to payas much s ¥301 crore.While the Punjab gov-
ernment hasn't given an estimate of the total incentive, it has sought the Centre’s sup-

among ting their drawn-out
battles against the disease.

Chronic fatigue was the most com-
mon symptom in most reports, with
breathlessness and muscle aches also
featuring prominently. Effectson mental
health havealso been reported, ranging
fromintermittent‘clouding of themind
toloss of cognition. A combination of
muscle pains, debilitating chronic
fatigue and brain fog goes by the name
of myalgic encephalomyelitis. Diabetes
has been observed as a result of damage
to the pancreas. Deep vein thrombosis

“but

symptoms, with varying
degrees of disability,
poses a challenge to the

which will call for
strong primary

employee or student visit
ahospital to get tobacco
cessation services? Com-

healthsystemintermsof ~healthcare systems.  munity-based facilities,
providingchroniccareIn | et's not lose this  located in or close to pri-
many, these symptoms opportunity to mary healthcare facilities,

are superimposed on pre-
existing conditions like
high blood pressure, dia-
betes or cardiovascular
disease. Even in those
without the prior disease,
a constellation of symp-
tomswill callattention to the derange-
ment of multiple body systems. This
calls for the provision of chronic, con-

dangerouswhen clotstravel tothe lungs
tocauseapulmonaryembolism.Several

tinuou: care. Are we capa-
ble of delivering that?
Hospitals in big cities are preparing

strokes in the acute phase, with consid-
erable residual disability.

Multiple reports have emerged, not-
ingchronicsequelaevaryingfrom 5%to

for delivering long-term
care to such persons, through special
post-Covid clinics. However, therewill be
many who will not have access to such
hospital care, even in the cities. Major

strengthen our rural
and urban primary
healthcare systems

Covid-19 survivors return home, the
need for primary care grows.

There are models forsuch care in the
health systems of other countries where
multiple health conditions co-exist ina
person, usually more common among
the elderly but not limited to them.
Trained nurse practitioners and physi-
cianassistantsareamongthosewhopro-
videsuchintegrated chroniccontinuous
careIftheyaretechnology-enabled, they
canperform pointof care diagnostictest-
ing, monitor progress and use decision
supportsystemsloadedon totheirhand-
held devices to provide management

woul

advice. They can tele-consultwith spe-

heartdis-

uld con-
trol succeed if medicines
were to be distributed
only in large hospitals?
Easy access is an essential
ingredient forthe success
of any health service.

Thisiswhere thestrength of our pri-
mary care system will be tested and its
weakness exposed.Ideally,such patients

case, diabetes and asthma have been
shown toimprove through such close to
homesupportin primary care.

We cannot foresee how long the
threat of Covid-19 will loom large over
ourhealth ystemand ociety. However,
evenafterthisvirusexits orloses steam,
there will be other threats to health
which will call for strong primary

ystems. Let us not lose this

meor
near home. When multiple health con-
ditions co-exist, the affected person
should not be made to chasean army of
specialists.Indeed, muchofthe required
care can be provided in a primary care
setting. That also makes continuity of

909% of hospital di patientsa
monthafterdischarge,dependingonthe
type of search conducted for symptoms
and signs. Contrasting with this are

portfor funding this,saying it can’t do this onits own. Tl ion thatt
cates—giving farmers “easy and affordable access to the machines which allow them
todo smart straw management”—seems a far ‘more pragmatic one.

Lastyear, Haryana farmersburntnearl

while Punj nearly halfof what . Both in-sifu (in the field)
and ex-si lutions need to b t from tackling the funda-
mental il Tothatend, nurth:d
basedonth it.Undera
100% tentm]ly funded scheme, machines that help farmers inn-situ management—
farmersat 50%
to custom hiris 'HCs)at 80" The CHC: under
h ightof v pri i i et farmer
producer

farmers for the genemuun ofethanol biogs,etc.While Haryanahasset up 2,879 CHC
ofar nearly16,000 ithastosetup1,500

p arenotconfined tohospi-
it if Tt

have their

ing with acute cases and non-Covid

patients.In smaller towns and villages,

such facilities will not exist. The chal-

lenge of chronic care threatens to over-
hel ; h

careandi ring-
ing familiarity between the patientand
provider and an understanding of the
interaction between the various health
problems in an individual as well as
between their prescribed treatments. It

Sowing a bitter harvest?

Indian farmers need more market access,

not more markets. The new farm laws are
likely to replace small APMC cartels, with

larger corporate monopolies (if not cartels),

not only for better irrigation facilities,

‘moreand has to cover ithas reached so far. Similarly, Punjab, at whose mercy the farmers will be
i 50, 815 iillneed toset up 5,000 more CHCs—against
7,378 setup. dreach41%of ‘October 2020.Unlessthe Cen-
treand; i toowillbelos THE CONSOLIDATED OBJECTIVE of
Anotherkey factor ervicefor ines; the three farm laws recently passed by
d70%of i "HCs for widening farmers’mar-
farmers,while iti astheEPCA Keting options and freeing them from

out, will need to formahse what farmets areto be charged; while Haryana has said that
that smalland marginal farm-
ers are being charged only operaucnal costs. If, instead of i mcenuves the state gcvem—

free, iptake.
The long-term solution has to be crop diversification, away from paddy, bt il the tme
the MSP-| i in in place, it: ult towean Pun-
jab-Haryana

SpeechDETECTION

Researchers are making Al-led efforts to establish voiceprints
and other biomarkers for a host of pathologies

‘OR SOMETIME now,

commission agents and traders, the
monopolists of the Agriculture Pro-
duce Market Committees (APMC)
mandis. The Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and Facili-
tation) Act allows farmers to sell their
produce to anyone, anywhere in the
country. At first glance, the Act looks
fine, but a closer reading reveals the

itmightbring

researc]
alsoforrural electrification, rural roads,
]llcracy, etc, to augment agricultural

POORNIMA VARMA
& GURPREET SINGH

Varmais a faculty and Singh is a PhD scholar, Centre for
Management in Agriculture, IIM-A. Views are personal

The aspect of dispute settlement in
the Farmer’s Producc Trade and Com-

opportunitytostartinvestinginstrong
ruraland urban primary healthcare sys-
tems. Theywill help to promote, protect
and preserve health in the population
and to restore health substantially in
thosewho have sufferedanillness.Even
if some persons need advanced care at
some stage for an illness, primary care
is where they need to return to. Long
Covid too shows us that the distance
from home to the point of regular care
should not be long.

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Babri Masjid
demolition case

The acquittal of all the 32 accused,
including the senior leaders of BJP, in
the Babri Masjid demolition case by
the Special CBI court in Lucknow has
raised more questions than answers.
Not so long ago, the Supreme Court
had termed the demolition as a
criminal act. The role played by the
BJP leaders in cohorts with several

Hindu groupsin
2020, needs close attention. In case of creating an atmosphere of
ies, e, farmer frenzy through the

growtl est-
ment dunng the early 1980

andtrader,

adecline from 2.43%toa mere 0.59%
0fGDPin themid-1990s. Though there
was a marginal improvement in the
mid-2000sto 1.289%,itwasstill grossly
inadequate. Publicinvestmentnotonly
hasacomplementaryrelationshipwith
private investment but is also capable
ofremovi ints,sucha

to the agrarian sector. What Indian
farmers need is access to markets and
not more markets. Unless the markets
are regulated, farmers’ access will
shrink further.

In India, around 86% of farm
households are small and marginal,
47%of thearea. This sec-

tovoiceprints —subtle variation with normalspeaking that could give avay an

tion i often Exp]mted by the middle-

the speech of normal mdmduals and those with the chronic obstructive pul-

ydi (COPD),itis possible to mapvariations in of breathing to
detect So, i instdatafromhun-
dreds of th dsofsuchspeechsamplestoindicate ifnot i COPD.
Areportin f and research ing on speech-based
detection of Covid- 19(atleam ur i i is).Some

‘mapping howa Covid- 19!‘ hdi

from othercoughs.

Littleover. machine-learningtospot

dementia,

con-
sideration. The complexity of human speech, variations and possibly underlying neuro,
pulmonary and cardiac pathologies form a gateway to the use of Al to detect disease
through picking up even the slightest aberrations. This has been used to detect Parkin-

power

and resources. . Bemg outside the

purview of the formal credit system,

609 of them rely on informal sources
Theylack

inadequate irrigation facilities, trans-
portation, storage facilities, electricity
supply, etc, that small farmers face. The
removal of these constraints can better
equip them to integrate with the mar-
ket. Unless these prerequisites are met,

(he]udlclarysyslemoracoun Aspcnhe

Ayodhya Rath Yatra, leading to the

third chapter of the Bill, the parties will
approach the sub-district magistrate
(SDM), who shall direct them to a con-
ciliation board. If reconciliation fails,
then the order will be passed by SDM
and collector or additional collector on
appeal. In the subsequent appeal,
authoritieswill beappointed by the Cen”
tre in consultation with the state gov-
ernment for dispute settlement. The
fifth chapter, of the Bill safeguards the
state from any suit filed against it. The
section is worded strongly, to shrug off

small ’tbe able topr
for the market and take of

disputesarisingas

market prices. Though the functioning
of APMC was not flawless, these plat
formswereuseful forsmall farmers toa

greaterextent.
The new laws will undermine the
of APMCs and erode their

due tothe several constraints they face
in production and marketing. The
objective of setting up APMCs was to
avoid distress-selling by farmers at
throwaway prices at the farm-gate.
Toagreat extent,public farm invest-
ment plays a crucial role in removing
production and market-access con-
straints. However, the public farm
investment declined drastically since
the introduction of macroeconomic

policies in the 1990s. This decline in

hurt theagricultural
sector. Public investment is imperative

on’swith 99%accuracy—UKi 100f132 amustlc
features in the saying of “ahh” that ith the di imilarl

for i I-led di i Izheimer’s. WhlleAlr is,including
from facial-scanni it i con”
tendwith erprivacy i incorrect inati

finances. The APMC amendment of
2003 and 2017 permitted direct pur-
chase from farmers, even outside the
APMC; the buyers were still required to
pay the mandi fee, which allowed the
prices to be regulated. As per the new
law, the buyers do not need to go
through APMCs or pay the fee.Also, the
procurement for Public Distribution
System (PDS) by the Food Corporation
of India (FCI) was undertaken through
these mandis. The new law certainly
poses challenges to the existing plat-
forms where MSP-based procurement

thislaw. Evenif organ-
isedasa farmers’producercompany,the
transaction cost to fight a dispute with
a trader/corporate will be enormously
taxing on the farmers.

So, gradually we will experience a
shift away from small, regulated cartels
inside the APMCs to large, unregulated
cartels working outside the APMC sys-
tem. Another point to contend with:
‘When the government is set to push for
e-NAMunderthegoal of“onenation,one
market’, which necessarily relies on
physical mandis, how will the e-NAM
function when the supporting institu-
tion is undermined? The expectation
that the small farmers will get greater
accessand choice to marketswith “right
prices’,s lesslikely to materialise, while
big private aggregators and multina-
tionals,who are“investment- rcad)f are

operations arei

toreap from

demolmon of Babm Masjid was well-
f

o
beaming BJPleaders when Babri
Masjid was being razed to the
ground cannot be easily erased from
the consciousness of people of the
country. As things stand today, the
government led by BJP in UPand at
the Centre will not file an appeal
against the verdict. However, history
shall always remember Babri Masjid
demolition as an indelible blot on
country's secular credentials.

— M Jeyaram, Sholavandan

UP police in poor light
The UP police has shown itselfin
poor light by forcibly cremating the
body of the gang-rape victim in
Hathras district in the dead of night.
Itis galling that the girl's family was
held 'hostage at their house and
could not even see her face or
perform the last rites. The UP police
are infamous for staged encounters
and nexus with criminals, and
denying the 19-year-old dignity,
evenin death, is appalling. The
police’s indifference has sparked
massive public outrage. UP
government has ordered an SIT
probe and vowed that no culprit
would be spared.

— NJ Ravi Chander, Bengaluru

@Write to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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Former manager, Conoco.
Views are personal

® KEROSENE AND LPG SUBSIDIES

What is the

best way to

support BPL
families?

End the subsidy raj, and give special assistance to
BPL families when oil prices go above $75 per barrel

ILLUSTRATION: ROHNIT PHORE

N SOME ARTICLES I had writtena
few years ago (here is one, pub-
lished by the International Insti-
tute of Social Development
bit.ly/34jRDg6), 1 had revealed how
the diversion of PDS kerosene and resi-
dential LPG resulted in a ¥50,000 crore
loss per year. By any standard, it was the
motherofall corrt thisanaly-

national attention. My house was
attacked,and even Ihad received murder
threats after my exposé on diversion of
PDS kerosene in Mysuru.

LPGand kerosene subsidies, after hav-
ing reached a high of ¥809,450 million
in 2013-14,had come down to ¥240,000
millionlastyear.Currently, theyareat the
zero-level—an event that needs to be cel-
ebrated.Thereare many reasons for such
a dramatic drop. One of the factors in
recentmonthsis the dropin ol price dri-
ven by Covid-19 lockdowns.

In addition, the NDA government
needs to be credited for initiating the
process of decreasing the subsidy by
increasing the price of subsidised
keroseneand LPG in small increments.

With a drop in international LPG
prices, there has been a significant over-
recovery of subsidies—this issue has not
received media attention. In May, over-
recoverywas 120 per cylinder.

Initially, the UPA tried to take some
baby steps to reduce the subsidy burden
of LPG. It tried to limit the number of
cylinders per family peryear to six. How-
ever, because of pressure, first, by Sonia
Gandhi and then by Rahul Gandhi, it
was increased to 12.On average, each
family consumes only about 6.3 cylin-
ders per year. Thus, putting a cap of 12
became meaningless since less than 300
use more than 12 cylinders.

The NDA did not alter this irrational
policy. They must have expected back-
lash from consumers.Instead, they took
recourse to increasing the price of LPG
in small doses,which went unnoticed by
consumers. Even more significantly, the
opposition parties also did not protest.

‘When Modi urged Indians to give up
subsidyvoluntarily,onlyan insignificant
numberopted out. Later, LPG subsidy was
cut-off for those earning more 10 lakh
per year. Currently, out of 280 million
LPG consumers, only 20 million do not
receive any subsidy. Eighty million con-
sumers are BPL families who have been
given free LPG connection under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).

Adoption of direct benefit transfer for
LPG has helped reduce the subsidy bur-
den. The UPA started this,and the NDA
later modified it. This has also helped
minimise diversion and strike off dupli-
cate orbogus LPG connections.

The total budgeted amount for PDS
keroseneand residential LPG for FY21is
409,150 million—3372,560 million
for LPG and 36,590 million for
kerosene.If there s no increase in prices,
India stands to save this amount.

So,nowis the ideal time for the gov-
ernment to end both these subsidies.

sis did not get any headlines.

similarly, today, news of the subsidy
cost of the government on these two
products falling to zero should have got
theheadlines. Corruption fighters,along
‘with thinktanks, should have argued for
the end of the subsidy raj. But there is
deafening silence. Why?

Indeed, BPL families can and should
behelped when prices goup, butwithout
having multiple prices. The current
‘mechanism is misused to generate black
‘money, even in developed countries.

Since World Warll, kerosene hasbeen
a controlled commodity. In the case of
LPG,subsidieswereintroducedin thelate
1960s to encourage its use for cooking,
asitwasa clean fuel. Once any subsidy is
implemented, ending it in a democracy
isnext to impossible.

In recent years, however, kerosene
consumption has slowly decreased, from
9.3 million tonnes (mt) in 2009-10 to
just 2.4 mt last year. This is indeed an
encouraging development,driven by the
NDA’s 100% electrification drive and
the Ujjwala scheme,which promotes the
use of LPG by BPL families by giving free
connections. On the other hand, LPG
consumption has increased from 13.1
mtin 2009-10t0 26.4 mtin 2019-20.

‘The diversion of fuel subsidies results
in the generation of a large amount of
black money. Also, we should recall the
sacrifice made by upright officers like
10C’s Manjunath (murdered in 2005 by
kerosene mafia) and a district collector Y
Sonavane (murdered in 2011), which
made news headlines and attracted

Since are not getting any
subsidy currently, other than the one-
time Covid-19-related three free cylin-
ders per family, there is unlikely to be
any protest either by the consumers or
the opposition. At least, the govern-
ment should seriously consider drop-
ping universal LPG policy and
announce a new policy of giving sub-
sidised LPG only to BPL families.

When oil prices increase in the future,
the government will come under pres-
sure to support the poor to continue to
buy LPG or kerosene. Instead of supply-
ing LPG cylinders or kerosene below the
‘market price, the government should
adopt a modified policy of helping only
the BPLfamilies. They canbe givenaspe-
cial fuel assistance grant when oil prices
areabove, say, $75 per barrel.

Sucha progressive policy will also get
public support for the government to
continue with the liberalised marketing
policy. Whenever there is multiple pric-
ing forany productaswe have had before
(domestic price, commercial price and
auto price), it givesrise to corruptionand
black money generation. This is the case
not just in India, but even in the most
developed countries.

It is unlikely that India will find a
moreideal time than now to end the sub-
sidy raj for kerosene and LPG. The NDA
had taken the right step of moving
towards reducing subsidy by slowly
increasing price for these sensitive prod-
ucts. By ending the subsidy raj now, PM
Narendra Modi can make history, like for-
‘mer PM PV Narasimha Rao did by liberal-
ising the Indian economy in 1991

Rising on

innovation

DEEKSHA S BISHT
& SURBHI JAIN

IES officers, department
India has made it to top-50 in the GII

NNOVATION, IN BOTH products and processes, has the
potential to be India’s big-ticket to development. This is
inlinewith

faDigital

to reach the 48th position (among 131 economles) in the

G
both productand pro It indices with equal

ightage,ie, i
research, infrastructure, market sophlsncanon, business

putsand creative outputs).
India has made it to the top-50 in the Gli—one of only 10
‘middle-income economies to have done so.Also, India, being

t0t0p-3 rankers among lower middle-income economies.
Besides,it the title of an i " for

-ing

C i 2
India has some intrinsic strengths which make it a natu-

3rd), ICT service exports as proportion of total trade (ranked
lst),govemmen(sonlme service (ranked 9th),ease. nfprotectr
ing 13th),

i 12th). Therisein

itsascent in innova-
The rise in political stability

uted both
tion

tion pillar, firms' conduciveness to innovation, gross R&D

and creative service exports.

innovation inputs. INSPIRE i

portthrough FISTScheme, incubationsupport softloansand

tailored grants, goal-specific challenges such as Smart India
Hackathons and  sectoral

as
Ignition Grants have been bene-
ficial in shaping the innovation
landscape. That said, India has
many grounds to work upon.
Catching student innovators
whenyoung, through Atal Inno-
vation Mission, Smart India
Hackathons, Grand Challenges
and making entrepreneurshipa
part of school curriculum, will

Covid pandemic
has opened up
areas in innovation
in health, pharma,
ICT and processes
such as remote
working

foster ani entre-

preneurial culture.
According to R&D Statistics and Indicators FY20,wormen
participation in extramural R&D projects has increased sig-
nificantlyto 24%in 2016-17 from 13% n FYOL. Policy sup-
port through schemes like KIRAN of DST has to be comple-
mented with behavioural changes to promote female labour
force participation and equitable sharing of household care
services. Unleashing this “gender dividend” can help nurture
innovations forwomen-centricissues.
AsperDST, i i

R&D (GERD)as
a percentage of GDP was 0.7% in FY19—low even if one
accounts for India’s income levels. To bocst itto the targeted
20by20:
cially’ pnvate sector expenditure on R&D need torise. Indian

but |n(|u -

tryR&Disli 0%0f GERD
BRIC: ies), that An

i “Bharat needs local i fordomes-
asfintech

ples of private-sector

support. Covid i opened up areas in innovation in health,
pharma, CT:
work shifts and passenger

India is one of the six middle-income countries, whe!e three
Delhian
global top-100.Ourrising entreprencurship can bothbe a
flowering through pro-
grammes suchas Start-up India, Skill India,and Mudra.

India has outperformed its comparable income peers in
innovation, but there remains enormous scope given the
young talent,a culture of ingenuity and the sheerd.we[sltyof
D,acade-

:"\f‘ enhanced

builda. ne'wdynamlc andvlbmnt India.

OVID-19 HAS BEEN a great

equaliserin terms of human

survival, economy and busi-

ness in developed, develop-

ing and poor economies

alike. It underscores the vulnerability of

humans everywhere, hitting the poor and

the middleclass, even as clouds of

increase in poverty levels gather. Against

this backdrop, with ~protectionist

approaches on tradeand business finding

wide favour, each country has to discover

itsown mechanism tobattleon the health
frontand restart the economy.

The concern now is that the haste on

iestolose

UN needs an urgent
metamorphosis

It needs to ensure fairer
representation for the
developing and low-
income economies

sight of the global commitment to the
Sustainable Development Goals.

‘The United Nations was formed with
the aims of maintaining international
peace and security, developing friendly

i ARUNA
i SHARMA

just ically poorbut

have toshift focus to the par-

also those being converted intoavoiceless
herd. Theassertion of rights of equity and

relations among nations an
social progress, better living standardsand
human rights. However, the focus of UN
councils has been on peace and security;
the need now is to shift this on to social
progress, better living standards and pro-
tection of human rights. Now, wars will be
less physical, more economical. The UN
should not becomea Bridge of Choluteca,
the exemplar of pouring resources intoa
solution that is rendered obsolete by an
‘emerging normal. The UN must develop
amechanism to ensure the protection of
human rights across the globe, especially
that of the poor and needy. Here, poor

financigag.erigy- in

better living had been flagged
byUS president Roosevelt long ago.

Formed after World War I, the UN's
aims and activities have expanded to
make it the archetypal international
body for the early 2 1st century. The focus
is to defend life, liberty, independence
and religious freedom, and to preserve
human rights and justice in member
countries' own lands as well as in other
lands. The need to realign the structure of
UN to makeits chosen tool of SDGs effec-
tive has become imperative ever since the
pandemic broke out.

‘The principal organs of the UN, toejig.

ticipation of countries that need special
attention to set appropriate strategies.
The General Assembly's primary focus is
to promote social progress, better living
standardsand human rights.Tothat end,
the UN formulated the MDGsand, subse-
quently, the SDGs, but the

has 15 members,with five (Britain, China,
France,Russiaand the United States) hold-
ing permanent seats. The 15-member
Security Councilis by far the most power-
ful arm of the United Nations. It can
impose sanctions, etc. The shift required
hereis to have permanent representation
ofd d i

adopted need a thorough relook. Each fall,
the United Nations General Assembly,
where each member has one vote,
becomes a stage where presidents and
prime ministers give speeches, largely
clichéd. For the rest of the session, the
General Assembly is the arena where
largely symbolic diplomatic jousts are
wonand lost.

The United Nations Security Council

oped economies to ensure that the focus
of the organisation continues to remain
'no oneleftbehind'and enable the transfer
of successful and faith in

tary-General is vague in defining the
duties of the United Nations'top official.
Nine people have held the position so far,
allmen.T

members, who are elected for two-year
terms and represent emerging and low-
income economies in the Security Coun-
cil. This will enable fairer representation.
The ECOSOC (United Nations Eco-
nomic and Social Council) is responsible
for promoting higher standards of living,
full employment and economic and
social progress. The SDG mandate is the
guiding factor here. The Covid impact has
aggravated the situation that the
ECOSOC needed todeal with,and theres
a need for urgent attention to identify
solutions for the emerging social and
health problems. To enable the kind of
cooperation necessary to reach the last
person, the approach has to change from
just supporting NGOs to enabling policy
changes to combat the new challenge.
‘The need for the UN is to metamor-
phoseinamannerinwhichit can be more
directini onethatis

to show no favouritism to any particular

in e with the challenges of the times.

country,but

today are of inequity, the

on the funding and good-will of the most
powerful nations.

The Security Council, notably its five
permanent members (P5),choose the sec-
retary-general by secret ballot, o serve a
terms.Itis dif-

democratic functioning wherever this is
needed. Thus, the need to rejig the UN is
also one that is rooted in the need to
change its label from powerful but paral-
ysed'to'vibrant, dynamicand effective’
The charter of the office of the Secre-

ficult for the Secretary-General to remain
independent of the P5's influence. Thus,
there isa need to change the way the Sec-
retary-General is chosen, by extending it
to a secret ballot of not just permanent
‘membersbutalsothe ten non-permanent

fear of worsening of all kinds of poverty
because of Covid and the indispensable
requirementof sustainable development.

‘The UN has to undergo urgent meta-
morphosis to sync the task of achieving
the SDGwith the new challenges emanat-
ing from the pandemic's impact on life,
livelihood and lifestyle across the globe. It
has to enable cooperation among mem-
ber-nationsto ensure nooneis left behind
if the world is to recover and resurrect
itself on the path to prosperity.
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Pinter brings
pause to anend

The playwright's masterpiece ‘Betrayal'is part of a new season
at the reopening Theatre Royal Bath. Sarah Hemming reports

n March 16 this year,

tor Jonathan Chumh like

every other theatre maker

in the world, hit a brick

wall. “I was on my way to
take Singin’ in the Rain from Sadler’s
Wells to Tokyo,” he says, with the rueful
laugh of a wise old relative recalling a
youthful folly. Since then, life has been
rather quieter. ‘lhzvvm'lwm'n:]nnuf
leather shoes for months . .

Now, finally, Church ls back in a

staged so brilliantly at London's Bridge
‘Theatre) tothree- and four-handers.
“We very much wanted togo for plays,

Back” season of three intimate but
weighty dramas. It's followed by
Michael Fnyns dazzling Copenhagen

rehearsal room (shod, though not in  (1998), al mysterious meeting
leather) and directing what promisesto ~ between physklsu Niels Bohr and
a of a show. Werner 1941, and David

away in aspace in Bath, he s working on
Betrayal: Harold Pinter’s 1978 master-
piece and the play that will open the
doors of the city’s elegant Theatre Royal
for the first time since the pandemic
‘made them clang shut six months ago.
Church’s delight Is tempered only
slightly by the practical headaches of
rehearsing a play, central to which isa

Mamet's incendiary Oleanna (1992), in
which a female student accuses a male
academic of sexual harassment.
Church, who is usually artistic direc-
tor of the theatre’s summer season, says
that he and Danny Moar, director of the
venue, wanted to find work that was
emphatically theatrical, rather than
naturalistic. “All the ol

soclal di was even a phrase in
the dictionary. “I was cursing Pinter
when we were designing it,” he says.

atthe
heart of their form. Betrayal runs back-
wards which is very rewarding for both
the actors and the audience; Copenhagen

50 will there be, you know, contact?
“Yes!” replies Church. “The thought of
doing some strange hand gesture
Instead of kissing in the middle of an
affairwouldbeabit . ... r

But rehearsals have had to adapt to
the current crisis. The team is divided
intobubbles, the cast in one, Church and
the technical team in another and the
stage management alongside wearing
masks and visors. More intimate moves

are plotted rather than fully rehearsed —
the actors might indeed kiss, but only in
performance. Restraints are worth it,
says Church, to bring a play as meaty as
this to the stage and to move on a notch
from monologues (such as those being

they're deadto

Top: the Theatre
Royal Bath.
Above: Danny
Moar, the
theatre’s
director.

Left: jonathan
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debate the moral issues surrounding
nudear physics; Oleanna is a kind of hot-
house: those two people in that room,
Mamet’s heightened language and that
hugetheme?

theatre world. Several playhouses hope
to recommence this autumn (including
Manchester HOME, Nottingham Play-

house, Chichester Festival Theatre, the
National Theatre in London and several
‘West End venues). But earlier this week,
‘The Mousetrap

continuously in London since 1952 until
the pandemic) plans to reo-

pen. Meanwhile pamomime dames, in
arched on Parliament to

shows and the plight of freelance work-
ers (many of whom have fallen between
various government support packages).

Theatre boards and practitioners are
anxiously scanning the news and await-
ing announcements about the £1.57bn
Culture Recovery Fund. “Everybody’s
on tenterhooks,” says Church. He ech-
oes calls from others across the industry
for a government-backed insurance
scheme: ‘n’s the next big thing that can

helpopen
hlhsmmﬁmlmmmmmwuh

“We felt we had to now
see a production of
David Mamet's "Oleanna”
directed by a woman’

movement has revealed.

“Asking Polly and Nicole to look at
them is a genuine a pl at balance,”
e says. “All the productions of Oleanna
T o Nt b Bt by white
men. We felt we had to now see a pro-

s following strict Covid-secure

lines. Capacity will be :lmlﬂunlby
reduced (from more than 800 to well
under 400); the ventilation has been
adjusted so that fresh air is pumped into
the auditorium; audiences will be dis-

on. My gut Instinct is that because of its
writing and its form, its brilliance will
allow it to be seen differently and still
celebrated. It's deliberately provocative

wear temper-
atures checked and use separate doors
(in this respect, the older theatres some-
times win out, observes Moar wryly, as
the Victorian obsession with class

Moar adds that to address diversity,
organisations need to “take practical
steps to empower people who aren't
empowered. That s absolutely some

Reopening is a risk, says Moar — the
theatre will, at best, cover its production
costs — but he felt that Bath needed to
w0 ahead: “A lot of touring theatres

we

y reliant on producers

di infocus, eachof
them also turns on truth, layzny,
betrayal and

‘The theatre's plans unfold against a

dilemmas migh lspnkaﬁtshloanaudl
ence all too familiar with uncertainty,
competing narratives and elusive facts,
says Church: “They all have a political,
 dilemma at the heart of them.”

They are all also written by white men.
1s that the best move at a time when
many in the theatre industry are con-
cerned that recent progress made in
increasing diversity could be damaged
by the impact of the pandemic? And
what about Oleanna, which fams A
and provocatively, pitches he-said
against she-said? (On its debut, audi-

backdrop of in the UK

encesargued ferociously.) Church points

to the fact that Copenhagen and Oleanna

will both be directed by women — Polly

Findlay and Nicole Charles . Polly Findlay wllldlrtcl Mkhzel
ightto  Frayn's

‘We're unusual in that,
asa touring house, we produce a lot as
well. It's great now to be able to be
producing plays again. I think the next

is for more and more theatres to be
able to do that because everyone is so
interlinked: we have a system that is
completely interwoven.

“We could make a loss," he adds. “And
the whole thing could be closed down if
there’s another lockdown. But we're
goinginto it with our eyes open knowing
that the first step is always going to be
the hardest. If we're one of the first ones
back, that’s great, but what matters is
that theatres are putting on plays, audi-
ences are coming, they're safe and
they're enjoying themselves. That's the
only thingthat matters”

“Betrayal, October 14-31
theatreroyal.ovg.uk

Series that shone a harsh light on policing

s the '60s shifted into a
higher gear, something had
clearly gone wrong with
the Metropolitan Police.
Friends of mine in slowly

good llghllng evil. Loveable PC Bert

hope too: “There’s nowt wrong with
s 5

‘mi

b mm beating up some social misfit
in the back of his car.

opined,
if 1 remember correctly, PC “Fancy”
Smith,

Look out for oth 1l

0 one of their: nice PC Bob
Steele (Jeremy Kemp), that he really
shouldn't be giving his wife black eyes.

‘The overall picture had changed, the
police besieged by new circumstaces.
They risked being murdered while
walking the beat, with '60s law ever less
inclined to protect them with the death
penalty. Instead they went on wheels.
You'd see fewer police now, but you
might hear their sirens as they zoomed
past in their Ford Zephyrs and Zodiacs:

Judi Dench as a juvenile
delinquent; john Thaw as a rather meek
CID man but taking notes from Barlow
for his future shouty days in The
Sweeney; Colin Welland, who would
come to swap his seat behind the wheel
for fame as the Oscar-winning writer of
Chariots of Fire. I recall a real-life news
item at the time about him being pulled
over on the motorway and fined for
throwing a sweet wrapper out of the
window. No details were given of the

gentrifying Islington, north London,  *ThisisZ-Victor1, come inZ-Victor 2.” pmnny ‘graphic exchange of words at
complained of being taken to small Debuting in 1962, Z-Cars spanned scene.
rooms and treated to punishmentsthat  about 17 years and 800 episodes. Some shol and broadcast live, each epi-
went some way beyond the traditional  were wiped by the BBC or simply lost  sode’s direction and repartee between
“clipround the ear”. A Greek Cypriotkid  but many have survived, with a good  Barlow and his cohort — informants,
at our school — grammar, not any old  number of them on YouTube. Theblack  snivelling journalists, the dispossessed
y — wassti and whil Johns  rifling shillings from the gas meter or
an offensive weapon charge by asenfor  as DI Charlie Barlow, with Frank Wind-  nicking nylons from their factory pro-
detective. Though later exposed by a  sor as his hard-pressed sidekick, DS  ductionline — rarely missesa beat.
report in the Sunday People, he was ]ohn Wat (“appen youd better,John, The series ended in the late "70s, s
") Come "70s colour  another era of the thin blue line began.
(hur plzywri;an;oeormmzlaujmi ulevulon DS Tom Stone assumed a By then, the PC on duty at the foot of the
lice station: had di and
Inshn drama Loot). ‘l'hm!.hmw-ulhn The setting was the fictional “New-  the shutters had come down to stop.
constablewhoranontothe 1966FACup  town” on the edges of uverpool sym-  members of the public ust wanderingin.
final pitch to crash-tackle a celebrating  bolic of new rown 'Appen then,
fan with such force together i muwm..
from players. average copper of his knowledge of the Peter Chapman
Weren't constables meant to walk  inner city. “Thieves, tearaways and vil-
slowly to the scene of an incident with  lains” were

the blow of a whistle, and deal calmly

footprint of PC George Dixon, who for
years had begun each Saturday
evening’s TV with his gentle “Evenin’
alli” outside the BBC's Dock
Green police station. 1 tried this greeting
onacopper ance while walking

leafy Canonbury, only to be promptly
pinned against a wall. His accent was
deepest Glaswegian, but 1 got his drift
lmm the fact he had his truncheon up

y nose.
anlsczmealoaglnmma!hedls
parity. The backdrop to this new BBC
police drama was more grimy
Dixon's, and the characters and issues it
dealt with represented the police less
obviously as a force of unambiguous
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Investors grapple with a bizarre US election cycle Crisis relegates
central bankers
shifting between developedand emerg-  contracts for November 3, th point.L it tothe second
ing markets. election date, into 2021. At best, that  this by withdrawing to the sidelines, step of launching a so-called Volfefe
This week Matthew C f pi index to track how Trump’s tweets dl iol
head of the London Metal Exchange, wmmmuumummpmk tection. “It is getting more and more  shape futures prices. This month it [VISION
told me that, in the Atworst, " updated the tool in response to rising
Kets, itis eventsin western markets that lhylurwnlmnnrlnlmp-ewhﬂ! Advi
tend to create price volatility, while President Donald Trump refuses to ers,ahedge fund, said recently. “Non-traditional measures of politi- -
China has become a relative source of leave the White House if he loses. “We mpasses  cal have become increas-
stability. “It's a big change” for investor YP l  ingly
nce upon a time — say, a . risk,”: poll y
decade ago — equity and Events in the US now offer a more election results in 2016, there is rising  to clients. In plain English, bankers are
debt investors classified  striking example of change. In recent lnvemlntzm mngpolmalpn- grappling with the bizarre.
weeks the of The source of political risk might a
were “emerging  prices suggests investors are scrambling 3 DI, SR ticularly as Impllcdpvleaiaumdﬂ sign of Wall Street’s evergreen love for
countries, where Investors  to buy contracts to protect themselves and instability is shifting r«mm(wmumum Innovation. A cynicmight point out that
often had to in political riskdueto  from wild volatility in asset prices WEE] vl sites gave
fragile| v capricious| or nmmdmxtmoﬂh\emul:dud, between fk\d”pcd and Y priced ho are the most impor-
populist swings. Then there were they are arguably doing this more fre- cmerging markets rowed.) in — and the real “shock” would be a tant economic policy-
“developed” countries, where the politi-  netically than market professionals makers around the
pr tobeso  h ‘Theissue is not whether a victory for ~ on fairly crude sofar,  Either way, th shows the de | world? The answer in
“The 2020 election has candidate Joe Biden, say, some entrepreneurs are trying to to which America’s role on the world : the 2008-09 global
spreadsheets and uncertainty was leenmh{mxiulirvddemlrunoi would cause a rally in green assets improve these amid customer demand. mehthlhhu.uirmmmhmk . financial crisis was simple: the leading
‘policy (although it almost certainly would).  “Political markets have been a poor i
processitself. opﬁom markets,” a JPMorgan client ~ What really unnerves investors is the  cousin of sports betting before. But it is ‘ﬂlat llunllkzlywchamemyume . Federal Reserve, Jean-Claude Trichet at
No longer. Even before the full swing  note observes, citing equity, ratesand  prospect of trust in the wider political npldlyvamzup,’uysmemny.a soon; even if Mr Biden does win the | the European Central Bank and Mervyn
oldleuspddenlhl exploded  credit sectors as the key asset classes l confl ‘White House, as both the betting mar- - King at the Bank of England were top
1o television screens this autumn,  affected. [fears] are now affecting developed platform called Guesser. ketsand polls imply he will. of the league. Seen as the only game in
d that the these too,” Henri Wallard of AXA Sell-side firms are ref their town, their actions ultimately
source of is swings extend far beyond citinganewsurvey. risk tools too. JPMorgan is a case in  gillian.tett@fl.com the financial storm, providing the
necessary economic stimulus and co-
This time is different. While central
‘bankers did an immensely valuable job
Inhudwdﬂheﬂskohﬁmndll
b . crisis in the third week of March, their
i actions have second divi-
slon status. Health officials and
‘ministers are far more important for the

economy.
‘When It comes to supply — what can

| be produced in a modern economy —

.
tough choices b
| director of the US National Institute of
* Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Anders
% & Tegnell, the state epidemiologist of
Sweden, and Chris Whitty, the UK's
1 r I’ chief medical officer, has a greater bear-
ing on our livelihoods than any central
banker. Their success or failure in con-
trolling the virus will ultimately deter-
‘mine the degree of mandatory or volun-
restrictions on daily lives.
been startled by the environmental To take the UK as an example, fear of
lnud-pnpmmlm car the uncontrolled spread of the virus in
= industry. Admirers of its unmatched ‘mid-March and the compulsory
Philip v engineering prowess struggle to explain
Stephens e -
By ul;metdm ok Ministers and health
investment poured into the former officials are far
ermany has eaad the Nae Py more important for
through the best of times.  Lelpzig and Dresden have been reborn the economy
Now, it must navigate what nmmmmmmmm
attract ining private busi-  of government. Citizens have been  in which the social market economy  The US has turned inwards as China | down later that month led to the largest
Next month it celebrates  nesses. The best and brightest head  engaged. Germany’s infection and flourished. The bargain suited all ~pushes outwards. Nationalism has ' drop in output for well over a century.
the 31st anniversary of the fall of the  west. still i sides. i p loosening of
Berlin Wall. Amid a rising sea of inter-  hanker for communist certainties. bigcountries. rearmament left responsibility for 19th century power than
national discord, Germany's peaceful  Ostalgia, itis called. So why fear the worst of times? For  security — and the burden of defence  the the third
reunification has been a triumph for All these challenges are relative. Most ~ over three decades, history was on  spending —tothe Americans, the French  second half of the 20th. quarter.
liberal democracy and an anchor of  other Germany's side. Now, b itis ‘Germany's leaders have: under- If ever there was a perfect example
political stability. Now, the global order  hesitate to swap Berlin's problems for  ility on which it built For thewall  stood this. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, | of the economic importance of regu-
thnmzdeltpoonblehdinppenlm their own. In an era of popular disen- ignil fell, former forcign minis - lations, this s it. in the months ahead,
the horizon. chantment, Is the high inty of the postwar m president, h: ken clogs If health officials
[e level of era. i German model of y of |
uedd: security. mwir would serve llonplde us mlllury the security burden. The ultra-cautious = of Covid-19 or distribute a working
“prosperous”, “steady”, “moderate”. i ‘might as a guardian of i vaccine,
Some may add “smug”, and there will ‘rhcapuuqnmgbmlmmzmsm uptumhmdﬂmﬂﬂlﬂll hmrmmmmlmmxnhlmm nod in the direction of a bigger German : rapidly. If not, the economic situation
always be some UK Brexiters who 1m migrants from Syria and beyond shelter behind which Germany could  remark: “For the first time in our his- i basedorder. | will agai
live the nightmare of a fourth Reich. In  looked for a time as if it might over- rebuild its y y fri Yet there is little sign yet of a corre- . offbetween health and economics.
troubled times, however, Europe’s most  whelm Chancellor Angela Merkel's democracy. ‘This was the walled garden behind change in the national mind- = Central bankers would reasonably
i y ion. The far-right in the  Fra Tobefair, ~set. At times of crisis, Germany’s argue that apart from their regulation
—a national resilience rooted in rejec-  shape of AfD gained a firm foothold in  creation of the EU pulled in the same diate. Ina world where | of the financial system, they do not
liandm the Bundestag. process rules-based system  world had reached the end of history.  too many others prefer to shoot first, = claim to affect the supply side of an
its dark & " erfect, but Never mind. Real life has turned out that is no bad thing. But whether itis = economy. Monetary policy affects
ners. the crisis s — smothered otherwise. Russian aggression, Turkish adventur- | demand. But here, a sense of scale Is
nomic and social divisions challenging by the high levels of civic engagement [y e decades after the Viadimir Putin’s Russia has re- ismor Chinese new  important. Internal simulations from
political elites across Europe. It has its  that mark out Germany's federal system. v 5 emerged asa revanchist power, seeking  global disorder presents unavoidable = the BoE's model that its March
own populists — Alternaive for Ger- The response o the Covid 19 pan- Berlin wall fell, history to redraw national borders by force. ~ choices. There are times whennations —  Interest rate cuts might ultimately
y ic has illumis urcful did not end and the China has repudiated the western  GermanyIncluded —havetotakesides. = stimulate demand enough to raise the
left. Those whe capi i ibility has 5 G model in favour of state-directed capi- level of gross domestic product by
talism always phyedbylhemhlhave shared between the various tiers  RepPUDlic must take sides  talism attached to political repression.  philip.stephens@ft.com around 1 per cent.
New research shows central banks
the effect of
. But whether ornot the:
, Sl
-3 > * - > “ loul are s UK govern-
Chinas net-zero target is a giant step in fight against climate change e
workers, companies and households
‘was immediate and now runs to 10 per
cent of GDP.

. Overthe rich wild fires h: d i b Iy n
Adau' next decade, the cost of producing green Mﬂdlllmelﬂlebeldvmdm California; ucepumu.l hulw-vn ible. Road transport ild clai by
Turner hydrogen via electrolysis will also fall Given its inahas  should rlybanson = crucial in demand. It is in

3 -ndeommnmmlweomhaldlmale MJMMWMMM lbepumdmmnﬂmhp creating sufficient quantities of new
As a result, countrie build i tion vehicles. And Y
zero-carbon electricity systems with Munumuoohmmmdu bon economy. emissions and But talk of mone-
Inulwl:mhduﬂnnlwhilﬁld— of the world’s biggest investors have  over the next 30 years matter asmuch  air travel can cut emissions in the years illegal in the eurozone
Jinping’s announcement electrifyas “Thosecom-  asthelevel n2050. before zero-carbon options are widely = and ataboo elsewhere, brings.
last week that China would muthu(memmyupmnbk ln drive tech available. them out in hives.
carbon neutrality passenger road that will be  that reduce the cost of achieving them,  ing of just 1.1C above pre-industrial not! ugh to deliver “So ‘Why does it
before 2060 was straightforward and cheap. In more  encouraging others to commit. The levels. To limit warming to 1.5C, we  the 2030 target. Sothat meansthereisa = matter that central bankers no longer
with surprise. Few outside such as steel and {
China expected this hugely important  cement, aviation and shipping, carbon mid-century, bulmlemlﬂmsope — preventing deforestation and seques- - did?". The problem is that politicians
so soon. But it reflects and storage, bioenergy and  (Cuntrics can now build  centby 2030 after rbon in soils by changing the * and the public still rely on central bank-
hy in China 5 dnmonop«mhnnpnmdz way mp: p
that climate change will cause it huge  As the Energy Transitions Commis- systems with total costs that latter cut will be more notonly | ply, and keep infl ble, low and
sion's isio " report 1o higher than fossil difficult than zero by 2050. With clear  to reaching net zero by 2050, but to Central bankers pretend they
leader; and growing confidence that  shows, all sectors in developed econ- > targets and strong policies, we can  making big reductions by 2030, using = are doing this job. The combination
technological progress can make net-  omies could achieve zero emissions by fuel-based systems transform our energy and industrial purchased offsets to achieve faster = risks
205¢ d all systems over 30 years. But inthe near  progress than internal action can 1f governments remove fiscal support
rupting China’s path to prosperity. 2060. They can do so largely within  chances that the global energy and  term, the potential is constrained by  achieve. too /, as has probably happened
‘hat confidence is justified by dra-  theirown operationsrather thanrelying  industrial system will get close to net  capital equipment — from internal Last week was a great one in the | in the US, or allow the virus to spread
matic global changes over the past 10 on “offsets” bought from elsewhere. The fight against climate change. Now we  too rapidly, as appears to be happening
‘years. Solar electricity costs have fallen  estimated cost, around 0.5 per cent of But h fu need to th in Europe,
by 90 per cent, wind by 60 per centand  global gross domestic product in 2050,  harmful cli ch worry: decade is th objective of big emissions reductions = banks to offset the damage. This time
lithius Yy y 87 per be com| with the ingly low. fore just as tar . central banks cannot come to the
Initial public subsidies have created potentially catastrophic impact of essential, butnotsufficent. From janu-  gets. All growth in electricity systems © rescue. Thatislikely tohurt us all.
such strong economies of scale and  uncontrolled climate change. Because  ary to June this year, Siberian tempera- ~ should now come from rb iter is Transitions
p Y eloped  tures were 5C above average; massive sources, and all rich countries should  Commission chris.giles@ft.com
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