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SiMPLY PUT QUESTION 8ANSWER

Community transmission?

Yes, say leading scientists, although government continues to insist that coronavirus has not reached that
stage in India. A look at what community transmission means, and why it no longer matters at this stage

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE,JULY19

MORE THAN 1.1 million people have so far
been infected with the novel coronavirus in
India now. Covid-19 disease is present in
every state and Union Territory, except
Lakshadweep. Twcnty-scvcn of these have

updatedat 11 pmonjuly 19.

SINGAPORE ~ SCIEN-
TISTS have uncovered T
cell immunity specific
t0SARS-CoV-2 in recov-
ered Covid-19 & SARS
patients,and alsoinun-
infected individuals.
The study is published
in Nature.

T cells, along with
antibodies, are part of
the humanimmune re-
sponse against viral in-
fections. The T cells directly target and
kill infected cells. In the study, the
specific T cells were found in all sub-
jects who recovered from SARS 17
years ago, and in over 50% of both
SARS-CoV-1 and SARS-CoV-2 unin-
fected individuals tested. This sug-
gests thata level of pre-existing SARS-

T cell immunity in recovered
Covid and SARS patients

PAPER
CLIP

NEW RESEARCH

immunity obtained from exposure to
other coronaviruses, such as those
causing the common cold. The re-
searchers said it is important to un-
derstand if this could explain why
some individuals are able to better
control the infection.

CoV-2 immunity is
present in the general
population, the re-
searchers said.

They inferred that
infection and exposure
to coronaviruses in-
duces long-lasting
‘memory T cells, which
could help in the man-
agement of the current
pandemic. This could be
due to cross-reactive

Source: Duke-NUS Medical School

till now. Even Andaman and NicobarIslands,
which is the lowest number of cases in the
country, has more than 150.

The government, however, continues to
insist that the disease has still not reached a
stage where community transmission starts
to happen. Several scientists and health ex-
pertstold The Indian Express this was not true,
that the government position was entirely
“untenable”, that community transmission
was nodoubt taking place, but thatit did not
matter in any case.

got the infection from. If that is not commu-
nity transmission, what is? It is the govern-
ment'sown data,” he said.

Sowhy the insistence?
Scientists said they could only speculate

since they just did not understand this reluc-

tance to admit community transmission.

“I don’t know, but does the government
believe it would be taken as some sort of fail-
ureonits part to effectively identify and iso-
late all the primary and secondary contacts?
May be that could be the motivation behind
denying it, 1 am not sure. I can't think of any
other reason,” said Jayprakash Muliyil, for-
mer principal of CMC Vellore and one of
India’s best-known epidemiologists.

“Once you accept that there is commu-
nity transmission, then none of these con-
tainment zones, red zones or green zones
make any sense. People might ask why
should we follow all these. So, may be gov-
ernment wants to avoid that kind of situa-

Butwhatisit, yisiti ? With a mllllon infected, the government’s insistence that there is no tion. But frankly, [ don't know,” he said.

¢ i issi mean is not true, say Tts. The scientist who did not wish to be
that of his non-discl
inacommunity thatitgets difficult ifnotim- ment said it could be possible that the gov-
possible, that, sci as“laugh-  cases in which the chain of is ernment i ical con-

infection to whom. The source and cham of

able” and “not true”. Asmcentlyaslaslweek

infections can no longer be
Determining the chain of infections s key to
the containment strategy that is being fol-
lowed. Contact tracing, identification, test-
ing and isolation of suspect cases are all de-
pendent on establishing this chain,

In the initial days, when the disease was
being brought by travellers from abroad,
every infected person was being checked for
their travel history, or their contact with
someone who had a travel history. And in
those days, every new infection could indeed
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what not do?

belinked aprimary
or secondary contact of someone who had
travelled abroad. At that time, the govern-
ment's repeated t the ab-

the Health abulkof India’s
cases, about 80%, were confined to just 49
districts out of a total of 733, and therefore
any “talk of community transmission is not
justified”.

So, is it happening?

Scientists and health experts thisnewspa-
per spoke to were in no doubt that commu-
nity transmission was happening. “You talk to
anyepidemiologist of any repute, whois out-
side of the government,and he or she will tell
you the same thing. It s a totally untenable
claim. It was untenable even earlier, but

ow... Idon'teven know what to say to this,”
said VineetaBal, anil i alulAViSi[-

sence of communit, was also
seen as a move to reassure the public that
onlyasmall proportionof people,those ho
had come in contact with travell

ingprofessora ience
Education and Research (IISER) in Pune

One senior scientist, who is advising one
of i was hard

could potentially be at risk, and thus o
was no need for others to panic.

But when more than 1.1 million people
have beeninfected, the insistence that there
Was no community transmission happening

What is Itolizumab, newly cleared

evidence and data to show that community
transmission was a reality, and it was hap-
peningfor a long time.

totally absent. So, what I am sayingis based
onevidence thatis there. Inany case, toargue
thatwith 11 lakh cases, there is still no com-
munity transmission happening, is totally in-
defensible,” the scientist said. He said he had
signed a non-disclosure contract with the
state government and therefore could not be
quoted.

Shahid Jameel, a virologist and chief ex-
ecutive of Wellcome Trust-DBT Alliance that
funds health research in India, said the gov-
ernment stand lacked transparency.

“I think it is always better to be honest
about such things, about matters related to
science. Lok, beyond a point, it is nobody's
fault that the cases have reached 10lakh and
stillincreasing, Frankly, |am not of the view
thatIndiaisinaver consider-

centration of cases. “It is a fact that the
lockdown, movement restrictions, and the
adoption of masks and other precautions,
has kept the rural areas largely protected
from the disease. But it is a very lame de-
fence,” he said.

Does it matter now?

Muliyil and other scientists also argued
that it was immaterial whether the govern-
ment admitted to community transmission.

“There is no definition of community
transmission in epidemiology textbooks. In
very simple terms, it just means, whether the
disease gained a foothold in my country, or
my community. Everythingelse is humbug,”
Muliyil said.

id he could not think of anything

ing its size and population. But to say that
there is no community transmission hap-
pening, with 10 lakh cases and more. . how
is that even possible? You remember the
ICMR (Indian Council of Medical Research)
had carried outasurvey. ofpeop ewithseri-

that the government would be forced to
change if it accepts that community trans-
mission was happening, “Nothing changes.
The same processes will have to be carried
out.Test, isolate, treat. For general publicalso,
thereisnothing that will change. Follow the

“Ourteami . And
thereis clear evidence. There are hundreds of

that can cause severe damage to the lungs

of those surveyed did not know where [hcy

AccordingtoDrShashanikJoshi, Dean, Indian

pre-
cautions,” he said.

for Covid?

have used social media to question the sam-

ANURADHA MASCARENHAS and otherorgans, and, in the worst scenario, ~ College of Physicians, the most critical partis  plesize of the trial. When journalists raised this

PUNE,JULY19 Iti failure and toknow anditmustbe  question at a virtual press conference, Kiran
TH DCGli reserved for muderale tu severe Covid cases  Mazumdar-Shaw, Executive Chalrperson

AREPURPOSED drug olizumab, isoneofthe  resulfs from the conclusion of with cytoki y quulm— Biocon, said

newest treatments for Covid-19 approved in  controlled c it ingup. n  Indiaand since the country isina medlcal

India. The Drug Controller General of Indiare-  and New Delhi. he 8th day deof Covid infection. emergency, it was decided to go ahead witha

cently approved it as a novel biologic therapy
forrestricted emergency use. Thedecision has

and efficacy of ltolizumab in preventing car-
dio-renal complications in Covid-19 patients

auseof thesmall
size of the clinical trials, and because exemp-
tion has been granted from phase-1i trials.

What

Iso have acute respiratory distress. The

‘What were the results of the trial?

clinical trial involving a cohort of 30 patients.
She said the regulatory process was extremely

“The trial results showed a statistically sig-

drug has been found to red compli-
cationsin such patients.

Basically, the drug controls the hyper-acti-
vation of the immune system in response to

-
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u]ated growrh of some skin cells that develop

mortality related to the cytokine storm. The
chmca] trial showed that the drug is best ad-

intored patc]

butalso on some other parts of the budy. The

drug,developed by Bengaluru-based Biocon,
in2013.Itis consi

iin the pulmonary phase of the

Covid-19 infection when the cytokine build

upis starting and the patient is experiencing
reath and exhibiti

nificant ad the control group of
patients, in one-month mortality rate. All the
patients who were Itolizumab

was of avery highorder.
‘TheDCGIhasalsoexempted thedrugfrom
phaselllc tri-

‘were weaned off oxygen by Day 30, and none
needed ventilator support unlike the control

als(post-marketing surveillance).“Itolizumab
is not a new drug and was approved in India

groupthatdid ot getthe drug

since 2013. and i trials,
andgot evenyears, its

were also suppressed, and these correlated
wellwithclinic

been used in psoriasis and we know how the

Overall, the drug was found well-tolerated.

med works" Biocon Biologics (MO Dr
Athalye said. Company officials said they plan
phase IV trials soon.

effective for the treatmentof psoriasis. chestimages. It prevents tothe How
hyperinflammation phase (cytokine storm) - “The trial had 20 giventhe How

Whywasitapproved andothercomplic drugalong; areand 10oth- Each injection is presented as a

in Covid treatment? DrSandeep Athalye, All20 patients 7950 per

The SARS-CoV-2virus has beenobserved  Chief Mediical Officer, Biocon Biologics. onltolizumab recovered while three of the  vial. Based on an average body weight of 60

toinducean overreactionoftheimmunesys-  The drug has been used over 80 patients ~ other 10 patients died. ke, the therapy costofasingle dose compris-

tem, large number of cytokines

in Cuba and off-label in over 150 cases.

Public health experts and some doctors

ing four vials is estimated at Rs 32,000 (MRP).

Floods in Kaziranga: often destructive, yet always necessary

TORAAGARWALA
GUWAHATI, JULY19

replenish Kaziranga's water bodies and
maintain its landscape. Honorary Wildlife
Warden, Kaziranga, Uttam Saikia said the

‘THIS YEAR, Assam's Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve (KNPTR) has witnessed

also function as a breeding
ground for fish. “The same fish are carried
away by the receding waters into the

flood since 1988: 10:
including eight one-horned rhinos, have
died so far; 134 have been rescued; 85 per
centof the park remains submerged. Yet, the
annual deluge is also considered crucial for
the survival of the park. A look at the role of
floods in Kaziranga's ecosystem:

Why are floods necessary for
Kaziranga?
Sandwic

—inaway, the park replen-
ishes the river's stock of fish,” he said.

Floods are also a way of natural selec-
tion. “Anumber of animals — especially the
old, weak — cannot survive the floods. Only
the ones with superior genes survive,” said
Rabindra Sarma, Wildlife Research Officer
atKNPTR.

When are the floods destructive?

and 2020 have all featured high floods (or
floods that submerge more than 60% of the
park) that have killed and injured hundreds
of animals.

According to Dr Varun Goswami, Senior
Scientist at Conservation Initiatives, an or-
‘ganisation thatworks in the Kazirangaland-
scape, wildlifein KNPTR have adapted to the.
natural flood regime by finding refuge on
higher ground south of the parkiin the Karbi
Anglong Hills. In the past, Kaziranga and
Karbi Anglong were part of the same land-
scape. Today, the animals have to cross the
bustling National Highway 37 which cuts
across the periphery of the park.

"Over the years, the highway is getting

riverand the Karbi Anglong Hills,the 1,055
sq km KNPTR is a floodplain ecosystem,
which has not only been created by floods,

year,experts el the frequency of high floods
isworrying “Earlierabigflood would come
oncein 10 years,” said Rathin Barman, who

is formed

byalluvial its from the

heads the Centre for Wildlife Reh:

and its tributaries. “It is a riverine ecosys-
tem, not a solid landmass-based ecosys-
tem,” said P Sivakumar, Director, KNI’I’R

and Co CWRC), Kaziranga. “Now,
they happen every other year,” he said,
adding that massive deforestation in catch-
mentareas nrrelease ofwalers bydams up-

“The system won't
The regenerative nature of ﬂoods helps

stream may be
Barring 2018, the years between 2016

inc tough tocross. Afew of the nine
wildlife corridors on the highway are
choked by traffic,” said Dr Naveen Pandey,
Deputy Directorand Veterinary Advisor, the
Corbett  Foundation,  Kaziranga.

Exhausted after ﬂeemg the flooded

floods?

Karbi

" DrPandeysaid thecivil
parkauthority, NGOs, and local communi-
tes work togethe o tacle the loods To

Anglong for these artifi
cial constructions do ot nspire confidence,
theydo notfind itsecure,” he said.

vac-

cinationis organised everyyearpre-ﬂoﬂd&

he said, “Camps are organised to create

awareness against poaching and harming

wild animals durmg the floods.” "Moreover,
ection 144isi

 experts said, lies in secur-
ing amma] corridorsand ensuring safe pas-
sagetotheKarbi hills. A 35-km-long fiyover
constructed over NH-37 was proposed by
the Centre in September 2019,

InApril 2019, ‘ourtbanned

along NH-37, barricades are placed, speed
limits are enforced and fines levied.

all mining and related activities along the
park’s southern boundary andinthe catch-
mentarea of therivers that originate in the

ere any long:
During 2017-18, the

Karbi Anglong hills and flow

aswell conslruumuactlvmesm pri-

builtaseries of 33 artificial hi
the park for the animals to take refuge in
during the flood, in addition to the 111 built

I corridors.
Apart from facilitating safe wildlife
movement, Dr Goswami of Conservation

inthe 1990s.

Initiatives alandscape-scale

Kaziranga park area, arhi
NH-37. KNPTR/Video grab via Twitter

ingfloods,some feelitisnota permanentso-

approach that recognises the
value of not just Kaziranga, but the Karbi

hotels, restaurants, shop:

and ancillary structures of the tea industry
has not helped either.”

As aresult, animals that venture out of
the park often die under the wheels of ve-
hicles, or are killed by poachers. On Friday

night, an exhausted rhino fleeing the flooded
park was seen taking rest on the NH-37 for
more than 24 hours, before the authorities
were able to guide it back to the forest.

lution. iti

. “Kaziranga, with

notvi h
constructions will ruin the natural ecosys-
tem,” said Sarma. According to Honorary

itsrichgrassland
to play in supporting these wildlife popula-
tions, but the hlghlands of Karbi Anglong,

are thelife-

take to the highlands naturally. “They have

line of the park during the floods,” he said.
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‘WORDLY WISE
THERE ARE NO WORDS TO EXPRESS THE ABYSS
BETWEEN ISOLATION AND HAVING ONE ALLY.
—G K CHESTERTON

TheIndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

IRAN AND CHINA

Breadth and depth of proposed partnership is spectacular.
Butitalso carries big political risks
ESPITE WIDESPREAD INTERNATIONAL attention and much political

excitementin India, the lmn China deal worth $400 billion is an ambi-
tious plan, notac

forlong, but remained unis O it, it
to both. Tehran is desperate to break out of the American sanctions’
chokehold. Tehran's hope that Europe will defy the Trump Administration and prevent

Redesign or drift

Whichever it is, Congress fumbling, as in Rajasthan,

could end up being catalyst for spurt of regional parties

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

WITH SACHIN PILOT'S claim that he is not
joining the BIP, the Rajasthan drama has be-
come complicated. For the Congress, it would
have been easier to handle it if Pilot were to
follow Jyotiraditya Scindia and join the BJP.
With the risk of losing power in Rajasthan,
the Congress could complain about treach-
eryandideological bankruptcy. Itis another
‘matter that the Congress never introspects
why its stalwarts have no problem joining

leads to the mescapable conclusion [har if
P ° pieien

should have the ability to ensure accommo-

dation of han one faction
and Gehlot has been excessively factmnal masqueradingas the party; and aboveall,the
the party has been i iddle-  central haconnect

headed. Dropping Pilot from the cabinet
might be seen as a concession to the chief
minister who seemsto have larger numbers

with the people and legitimacy with rank
and file, so that when it intervenes, such in-
tervention is seen as acceptable. A weak

with him. Butwhat pro

andwhat purpose was served by alsoremov-
ing himas state party chief? Barricading him
and his supportersagainsta possible move to
the BJP seems understandable, but what is
the sense in ssuing nofices under the anti-

partywitha
barely afford to expect that disciplined sol-
diers can be made out of party members
merely by imposing the will of one faction
onthe other.

The other way to understand the

defecti allthe

isto nud itasthe outcome

attend meeting? When
aseasoned politician like Gehlot publicly
ridicules his colleague as merely a smart-

Iran’s commercial isolation, e pace . For
in Tehran's fight with Washington, but it can't bring the scale of economic engagement by not joining the BJP, Pilot has thrown up
that Beijingis capable of. Chil ultyi thatanall. i the party that seems too

trategic i ‘make China power of the Gulf region. eagertolose him.
The and depth of the dSino indeed spectac- Pilot has never hidden his ambition to
3 y e | y “serve the people of Rajasthan”. There was
ular. It involves Chinas massive to modernise the panse of Iran's

. L o ‘more than a whiff of entitlement lesulnl\g
economy — fi d: and d digitalin- inScindia’s,
ilindustry. Iti: i claims. Butas the current developments have
fenceand security ¢ i Ties, inc tion of shown, Pilot does not seem to have the stead-

astrategic port at the mouth of the strategic Hormuz Strait, through which the Gulf coun-
tries export their oil to the world. In return for its investments, China is said to get pref-
erential access to Iranian oil production.

long-term!

d China, italso car-
riesbi
ing over the economic keys of the proud nation to a foreign power. Tehran knows that

fast support of more thana score of the party
MLAs. This has severely limited his choices.
Another option is to join the BJP but that al-
ternative probably does not guarantee the
post of chief minister.

‘This leaves Pilot with the third and more
challengmg option: Toform anew party (and
then f n e with whoever is will-

Befjing will b ruhilesin aking advantageof ran's current weakness.

upbytheT
dangers of jumpin from the frying pan into thefir. Sacrificing lran'sstraegic auton-
omywill be too much of a price for the C lifelin

with Chinawill theUs. Bejiingalso
knows Iran is not pliable Pakistan and will not simply accept China’s harsh terms for the
bailout. China s also aware that pushing ahead with the Iran deal at this juncture will
add relement ith the US. Having teased
out the prospects for a historic agreement, Tehran and Beijing are likely to waittll the
outcome of the US presidential elections in November. Iran and China hope that Trump's

political

defeat itscurrent Tehranand
Beijing. I Trump gets re-elected, Tehran and Beijing might decide there is no option but
: P " that

President Trump has foolishly pushed Iran into China's lap.

CURSE OF GOLD

Asmuggling case raises questions about abuse of authority in
Pinarayi government, underlines need for accountability

GOLD SMUGGLING case has cast a shadow over the Left Democratic
Front inKerala, which recentl

fori the COVID-19 epidemic. It has cast un-
flattering light on Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan's office, after at least

to the principal secretary to CM, M Sivasankar. The government has rightly handed over
the case to central agencies, and suspended Sivasankar, pending investigation.

‘The caseinitially drew public attention because 30 kg of gold had been smuggled in

in diplomatic baggage dispatched to the UAE consulate in Thiruvananthapuram. As in-

identified the people facilitated ling, it revealed a

chain that appeared to extend to the UAE consul general’s office at one end and the CM's

ing). Many Congresspersons have adopted
this route — like the present incumbents in
West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. But the
Congress in Rajasthan is not in the dilapi-
dated condition that it was in these two
states when Mamata Banerjee and
Jaganmohan Reddy took the regional route.
It Could also be argued that Rajasthan (like
MP or Gujarat) s far too bipolar in its politi-
cal character to have space for a third party.

Butwhat do the Rajasthan developments
tellus about the Congress? While on the sur-
face, this is a “fight to the finish” for the two
warring factions in the state, the role of the
“third angle” in the triangle — the central
leadership — has been intriguing. The party’s
hydra-headed approach has confused most
—bothoutside and inside the party. The cen-
tral leadership’s approach has ensured that
Pilot will find it very difficult to “return” to
the fold. The Congress seems keen on show-
ing how to create enemies out of its own
‘members and commit political suicide.

‘The political intrigue in Rajasthan so far

A party that is often accused
of not giving enough
autonomy to its state leaders
all of a sudden scems to have
given a free hand to the chief
minister — even at the cost
of causing a split in the state
party. While the two factions
in the state Congress would
surcly charge for cach other’s
throat, the party’s invisible
top leadership scems busy in
hurting the party more than
the two factions can.
Sometime back, Captain
Amarinder Singh was
supposed to have wrested
autonomy, in Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel scems to be
quictly creating a niche for
himself, in MP, the exit of
Scindia has given Kamal
Nath more control over the
state unit and in Rajasthan
now, Gehlot appears to be in
command.

looking person, what mes-
sage does that send?

‘A party that is often accused of not giv-
ing enough autonomy to its state leaders all
of asudden seems to have given a free hand
to the chief minister — even at the cost of
causing a split in the state party. While the
two factions in the state Congress would
surely charge for each other's throat, the
party’s invisible top leadership seems busy
in hurting the party more than the two fac-
tions can.

of chaotic non- For the past
one year, the party does not have a full-
fledged president, and as a result, no clear
direction. The interim president of the party
has not bothered about organisational mat-
ters. The president ofa party is many things.
She/he is surely a symbol of unity, and as
such, must perform symbolic actions; the
party presidentis also an ideological leader
expected to give clues about the parry's
stand on various matters. But over and above
these expressive functions that catch pub-
lic attention, the tasks of party building,
strategising and mediating among party col-
leagues remain the most crucial responsi-

Sometime back, Captain Amarinder
i have ut
omy,inCi

bility of leadership.
It

C ks to move in the direction of a

to be quietly creating a niche for himself, in
MP, the exit of Scindia has given Kamal Nath
more control over the state unit and in
Rajasthan now, Gehlotappears to be in com-
mand. Though, in MP, the party lost power
and in Rajasthan it might face the same fate,
arather. audatmus inlerpreutiun would be

more federal handling of factionalism with-
out necessarily allowing state-level factions
to hijack the state units. But if what is hap-
pening in Rajasthan is mere drift, then it
seems more than likely thatleaders like Pilot,
from many states, might consider forming
theirown state parties. The overcrowding of

thatthe : jaking
of givingits state units more autonomy and
state leaders more elbow room. That would
indeed be a great step in redesigning the
party.Itis, however, not clearif this is an out-
come of a well-thought out approach or
merely a function of the drift in the party.

A careful redesigning of the organisa-
tional strategy, however, is predicated on
three pre-conditions. The first is that the state
strongmen don't wrest the initiative, leaving
the party only with the option of endorsing
whatthey do; secondly, the state leadership

the Congress
totakevarious factionson board indifferent
states are likely to create space for such re-
gional experiments. Itis a surprise that this
process did not begin right after 2019, but
thedirectionlessness of the Congressand its
continuing failure to resolve the leadership
crisis can only function as a catalyst for an-
other spurt of regional parties.

The writer, based at Pune, taught political
science and is currently chiefeditor of
Studies in Indian Politics

ISOLATING THE DISSENTER

Itis unjust that refusal of bail to Sudha Bharadwajis based on inadmissible evidence

COLIN GONSALVES

principal secretary at the other. While \re on to trace iaries of
the contraband, available information points to abuse of authority and nepotism at the
highest levels in the government. It appears that rules were bent to favour the key ac-
cusedinthe: racket, Swapna Suresh, ina job, which gave
heracc i d mobile call records sug-
‘gest that Suresh may have leveraged influence in government to further her own busi-
ness interests. The alleged involvement of the CM's principal secretary has unsurpris-
ingly given the case the hue of a political scandal.
The the excessive. ‘powerin the CM's office and
i thatstem: i ctof
the Vijayan government has been the apparent marginalisation of the political machin-
ery in governance in favour of a handful of favoured bureaucrats who are tasked with
policy-makingand Ironically, amajor factor that helped the state con-
tain COVID-19, or tackle the floods some time ago, has been its much-touted decentral-
isation . which allows i ion, and of political and gov-
ernment functionariesat public services and goods. The

SUDHA BHARADWA), PROFESSOR of Law at
the National Law University Delhi, a former
‘member of the Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority and founder of the dem-
ocratic rights organisation — Janhit — has
beeninjail for two years following the rejec-
tion of her bail application. The high court
order followed a recent two-judge bench
Supreme Court decision in Zahoor Watali's
case, where the Court held that bail under
section 43D(5) of the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA) can be denied by re-
lying upon prosecution documents even
though they would be inadmissible in evi-
dence during the trial. Such a judgment is
and has draconian conse-

Centre must also seek the cooperation of the UAE, a friend of India, to fully uncover the
smuggling racket, and bring allthe guilty to book,including the big fish

FrREEZE FRAME EP Unny
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quences. Like Bharadwaj, there are several
leftist comrades in jail today whose only

over and this is all that the police have.
Meanwhile, Bharadwaj has developed os-
teoarthritis and is in great pain. She lost her
father while in custody and is the sole
guardian of her young daughter.

‘The decision in the Watali case runs con-
trary to a long line of decisions of the
Supreme Court to the effect that any order
regarding bail must be based only on docu-
ments that are admissible as evidence dur-
ing the trial (take Dipakbhai v state of
Gujarat).In Naidu and Veena, unsigned doc-
uments were left out of consideration.
Documents, whose authorship could not be
determined, were sxmxlar]y ler[ ou( Only

dence that would not be admissible during
thetrial under criminal law. Itis an understate-
ment tosay that this judgement undermines
the purity of criminal jurisprudence. It de-
serves to be set aside by a larger bench.

The observation of the Court in
Bharadwaj's case that the decision as to
whether a document is admissible in evi-
dence or not will have to wait for the trial
stage is unbelievable. Courts routinely ex-
cludeinadmissible documents or statements
(such as hearsay) from consideration while
deciding bail applications. The dicta o Watali
is that even patently inadmissible docu-
men(s can be relied on by the police and

The observation of the Court

y ly

in Bharadwaj's case that the

lients.

Yug Chaudhary, who brilliantly defends
Bharadwajin the Court, pointed out that the
only evidence against her was letters and
documents recovered from other accused.
Nothing objectionable was recovered from
her or her devices. No witness statements
were recorded by the police. None of thedoc-
uments was signed by any of the accused
persons. The authorship is not known. They
do not bear any date. If produced in court
during the trial, they would not be accepted
as admissible evidence. The investigation is

decision as to whether a
document is admissible in
evidence or not will have to
wait for the trial stage is
unbelievable. Courts
routinely exclude
inadmissible documents or
statements (such as hearsay)
from consideration while
deciding bail applications.

will the court, usmglhe probability st
‘grant bail if satisfied that in all probability
the accused would not be ultimately con-
victed (Ranjitsing, Vasanthi).

In not a single decision of the Supreme
Courtisit

the accused in
2 situation where years will pass before her
ultimate acquittal. One must remember that
inthe presentsituation of police propaganda
against so-called “terrorists” whoexpose the
government's criminal conduct, the purpose

isnottogeta ulti-

ourts
to deny bail. This s a heretical proposition in
criminal jurisprudence articulated thus “the
question of discarding the document at this
stageontheground of beingadmissibleinev-
idenceis not permissible. The Court mustlook
at the contents of the documents and take
such documents into account as it is.”
Therefore, according to the Supreme Coutt,
bail can be denied by looking at police evi-

of
mately, for that
legal evidence is lacking, but to keep the ac-
cused as long as possible behind bars.
Decisions like the Watali judgment fit well
with the police strategies to isolate and in-
carcerate social activists contrary to law.

The writer s asenior advocate, Supreme
Courtof india, and founder-director of
Human Rights Law Network

JuLry 20,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

INDIRA ON THE BomB

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi declared
thatunlike the Janatagovernment's “soft pos-
ture” towards the country’simmediate neigh-
bours, her government will continue to be
firm if it saw national interest or security be-
ingthreatened. She voiced afeeling of uneasi-
ness at Pakistan's search for arms and nuclear

Would possession of one or two bombs be a
deterrent to conflict?

JAGUAR DEAL

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi announced
that her government will honour the memo-
randum of understanding with British
Aerospace for the supply of Jaguar aircraft to

capabilty. Referring madeby
several Lok Sabhamembers, including senior
representatives of her party,that Indiashould
make the bomb, Mrs Gandh declared that

while her
{othe peacefuluseofnuclear energy,tvould
toenable the country’s scien-

tists acquire knowledgein this field. Sheasked::

India. But here the “discre-
tion lies withus”.

UP FLoobs
THE FLOOD SITUATION in eastern Uttar
Pradesh continued to cause anxiety as the

Ghagra has already flooded around 300 vil-
lages in the state. Constant rainfall in the last
12days has swelled all the major riversin the
state and disrupted normal life in the rural ar-
eas and towns. Over one million people have
been affected.

Moscow OLYmPICS
/AHUGE HUSH fell over spectators as trum-
pets heralded the opening of the controver-
sial22nd Olympic Gamesat Moscow’s Central
Lenin Stadium. By tradition, Greece led the pa-
rade. All other national teams followed the
Cyrillic alphabetical order, with the host na-
calp b h

omticrossed

Balia district, flooding low-lying villages. The

on-
tingent looked neat and impressive.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“[The] proliferation of struggles reflects Beijing’s increasing confidence and
forcefulness. Britain also looks a good deal weaker than the last time China
froze it out, following David Cameron’s meeting with the Dalai Lama. "

—THE GUARDIAN
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nshackling for self-reliance

In agri-inputs, government should free private sector from
unnecessary controls and regulation

BY ASHOK GULATI

ithas waged a continuous battle againstlarge
seed companies, especially multinationals
and theirIndian joint ventures, onssues such
astraitfees. Asa result,these companies have
almoststopped introducing new generation of
seeds, and now there is an “illegal” spread of
BEHT cotton in Maharashtra, 15-20 per cent
of the area under the crop has been taken up
by this counterfeit variety. This is partly be-
cause our regulatory system s complex, and

WITH PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi's
clarion call for an “Atmanirbhar Bharat"
(self-reliant India), take up here how Indian
agriculture can be geared towards that mis-
sion. In my last column, (‘Atmanirbhar in
agriculture,'IE, July 6,), I focused on outputs.
Here I look at the key agri-inputs — seeds,
fertilisers and tractors — to ensure self-re-
liance in agriculture.
oodscedsare catalysts for changeinagri-

ha
ideological blinkers against modern science.
‘This is the biggest bottleneck holding India
back from becoming the seed capital of the
developing world. No wonder, in 2019-20,
India has once again become a net importer
of cotton, taking the clock back to 2002-03.
Let me now turn to fertilisers. India has
been a net importer of fertiliser nutrients
(NPK) for almost two decades (see graph). In
2019-20, Indiaimported fertilisers worth $6.7
billion. Topping the list s urea (32 9billion),

culture. The G

by theimportof 18,000 tonnesof high-yield-
ing varieties of wheat seeds, Lerma Rojo and
Sonora 64, and IR-8 rice seeds. Today, our

followed by

$2 billion)and muriate of potash (MOP,§114
billion). We are totally dependent onimports
iin case of MOPand in case of DAP, we import

full and India i
staple crops,thankstothose seedsand the re-
search conducted by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research(ICAR) toimprove them.
Today, India exports seeds toits neighbouring
countries. Even during the lockdown period,
hybrid rice seeds were exported throughspe-
cialtrains o Bangladesh by the private sector.

India can emerge as an important seed
producer and alarge exporter of seeds to
many developing countries in South and
South-east Asia as well as Africa. The country

the rockand

Given that we don’t have the raw ma-
terials required to produce DAP and MOP,
India s likely to remain dependent on im-
ports of these fertilisers. However, in the
case of urea, which we imported about 11
million tonnes of in 2019-20, India wants
to be atmanirbhar by opening up five new
urea plantsin the public sector with a total
capacity of 6.35 MMT. Almost 70 per cent of
the gas being used in urea plants is im-
ported at a price much higher than the

v eds
for hybrid rice, hybrid corn, hybrid Bt HT cot-
ton,

price of . And of these five, the
onein Talcher is based on coal gasification

potato and okra, provided we set our regula-
tory system right. Let me use the case of cot-
ton to illustrate my point. Former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had takenabold
decision to allow Bt cotton in India in March
2002. That decision made India the largest
producer of cotton in the world and the sec-
ond largest exporter of cotton by 2013-14. But
since this government took over in 2014-15,

with Chinese ‘The cost of many
of these is going fo be more than
$400/tonne when the international price
generally hovers between $250-300tonne.
We know well that in most cases our pub-
lic sector enterprises turn out to be white
elephants saddled with high costs — finally
they have to be sold to the private sector.
Why did we not allow existing private sec-
tor urea plants to expand and produce ata

The best way to achieve
atmanirbharta in fertilisers
is to change the system of
fertiliser subsidies. Deposit
equivalent cash directly into
farmers’ accounts, calculated
on a per hectare basis, and
free up fertiliser prices.
Allow the private sector
plants to compete and
expand urea production in a
cost competitive manner, be
it at home or in the Gulf
countries where gas is much
cheaper. That will be true
atmanirbharta (self-
reliance).

much lower cost? Only the government has
the answer.

The bestway toachieve atmanirbhartain
fertilisersis to change the system of fertiliser
subsidies. Deposit equivalent cash directly
into farmers' accounts, calculated on a per
hectare basis, and free up fertiliser prices.

A pincer in Ladakh

Itis no longer Pakistan seeking Chinese support for
its adventurism as much as it is the other way
around. India must prepare

SYED ATA HASNAIN

WHILE INDIA HAS long considered the po-
tential of a two-front war with Pakistan
and China, it was only in 2009 that a
keynote address at a seminar in Delhi, by
the then Army Chief General Deepak
Kapoor,forced aserious re-evaluation. The
debate regardingIndia's capability to fight
awar in which thereis full collusion be-
tween China and Pakistan has generally
remained inconclusive. Most detractors of
the belief regarding China's military-op-
erational support to Pakistan, in the event
of latter’s the adventurism against India,
have leaned on the argument that China
will adopta policy tosuitits interests. Both
in 1965 and 1971, it made some promises
to Pakistan but chose to stay away. Of
course, that was during the Cold War — a
completely different international strate-
gicenvironment.

From 2005, the process of rapid mili-
tary modernisation saw China pursue its
strategic interests, including border man-
agement on land and sea, more aggres-
sively. Limited and fairly benign experi-
ments with“walkin" rossthe

expansionism having no place in the mod-
ern era was an indirect message to China,
We are about midway through the period
that China has set for itself to rise to a posi-
tion of greatness — beginningn 1978 — for
whichitis increasingly employing coercion.
Itis seeking that milestone on a faster track,
post the devastation due to COVID-19.

Itis nolonger Pakistan seeking Chinese
support for its adventurism as much as it
s the other way around. The mutuality of
interests has increased and military coor-
dination has become a larger part of the
overall strategy. China may force further
escalation this season depending upon
how the world responds to its expansion-
ism. Yetit could also adopta posture which
preparesit along with Pakistan, towards a
future “pincer approach” in Ladakh. This
does not presuppose the limitation of
Chineseintent to just Ladakh — Arunachal,
Sikkim and the Central Sector very much
underthe scanneras part of the expanded
collusive strategy. However, it is Ladakh
where the effect is intended most and it is
there that the pincer approach may prove
‘more challenging for India.

rrently, India may not be optimally
prepared for such a contingency but the
Chinese may not be either. This is because
they have tried setting the stage too early
in their eagerness to spring a surprise —
in turn, the Chinese could be surprised.
‘That is where Pakistan comes in as a force
multiplier to keep the options open as far
astimingis concerned — the current cam-
paigning season or a postponed one. In

the Chinese

Line of Actual Control (LAC) began after
2008. An expression of the mutuality of

Allow the private sector plants
and expand urea production in a cost com-
petitive manner, be it athome or in countries
in the Persian Gulf where gas is much
cheaper. That will be true atmanirbharta (self-
reliance). Will the Modi government take a
call on this or will it create white elephants
to be put on the block for privatisation 10
years hence? Only time will tell.

The best example of atmanirbharta in
agri-inputs is that of farm machinery, espe-
cially tractors. In 1961-62, before the Green

the reported presence of 11,000 PLA troops
in Gilgit-Baltistan in 2011. Post 2013,
Pakistan ramped up its proxy campaign m

Pakistani activity in J&K and Ladakh, in-
cluding attempts to keep the LoC alive
along with terror in the hinterland to di-
lute Indian optimisation in Ladakh.
Assuming that confrontation with the
Sino-Pak combine is inevitable now or

J&Kalmostin sync with two Chi
trends: First, enhanced PLA assertiveness
in Eastern Ladakh. Second, the announce-
‘ment of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
— X Jinping’s ambitious, and almost per-
sonal, project. A progressively altering
Chinese attitude towards the Kashmir is-
sue started to take shape as early as 2008-
. -

Revolution, India produced
units, which increased to about 9,00,000
units in 2018-19, making the country the
largest tractor manufacturer in the world.
India also exported almost 92,000 tractors,
largely to Afican and ASEAN countries. How
didithappen? The Green Revolution gave it
apush, but the real break-through came af-
ter de-licensing in 1991, Tractor companies
competeand bringout better products atlow
cost. Mahindra and Mahindra leads the pack
with an almost 40 per cent share. The new
class of entrepreneurs and start-ups are com-
ing up with special apps for “Uberisation of
tractor services” so that farmers can avail of
these services at low cost, without owninga

residing in J&K. The denial of a visa to the
Northern Army Commander in August
2010 was with the clear intent of express-
ing increasing diplomatic support to

later, one of this
i to project sufficient capability. The
diplomatic and military domains have to
play this out effectively. India cannot be
seen to be alone or militarily weak. It has
tremendous support internationally
which must translate into a higher level
of strategic support. Militarily, Pakistan
should never be able to perceive that it
will be allowed to fight as per choice and
conceived strategy.

China's success or failure in such adven-
turism wnII setthe coursef sfuture stral—

That

Pakistan. This support was also witn
onissues like the Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG), Paldstan's involvementin global ter-
rorism and the abrogation of Article 370.
‘The BRI was probably long in the mak-
ing.The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) s a part of the BRI that is less eco-
nomicin orientation than strategic.Itis de-
scribed by many as the flagship of the BRI.
“The coridor s also a part of China's Indian
Ocean strategy and in its current avatar, itis

tractor. Inan w of small

owningatractorisahigh cost
itis not fully utilised. This needs to be made
more efficient by creating a marketfor trac-
tor services.

tery with dditional projects thrown
in. The BRI is a far more ambitious project,
the survival of which in the post COVID-19
settinghas been questioned by experts

‘What!

Yet,C ision i

egyagain:
the psyche ‘which India must exploit to pre-
vent escalation and win this and impend-
ingstandoffs without fighting This needsa
rapid and all-out national effort with high-
est priority accorded to it, including budg-
eting. China has made the major mistake of
creating a face-off that it thought it could
winwithout fighting butitis now mired in
asituation thatit did not think through.

Extending this face-off will be a logis-
tics nightmare for both countries. On its
part, India cannot afford to focus only on
thenorthern borders. A firm and full strat-
egy todeal with Pakistan in all contingen-
cies has now become imperative.

fertilisers, ‘The pri-
vate sector is our strength. The only thing the
‘government has to do is to unshackle them
from the chains of controls and webs of un-
necessary regulations. They will make an
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Gulatiis Infosys Chair professor
Jor Agriculture at ICRIER

Unkept promises to workers

Despite government claims, migrants continue to be vulnerable and abandoned

ARUNDHAII DHURU AND SANDEEP PANDEY

IN THE WAKE of migrant lors in or worked in hotelsin  to 70 per cent of them belonged to the
1 Pre hief  Mumbai.A! infactories produc- ~ Scheduled Castes. Only 13 per cenr of the
Minister Yogi Adityanath The farthest i

24that his government will setup of acom-
mission to create employment opportuni-

anybody worked was in a zarda factory in
Karnataka. The few women among the re-

conduct skill mapping of migrant workers
and provide themobs and social scuriy.
Aninteraction wil

kersorwere

employed in cloth factories in Ludhiana.
Only less than 10 per cent of them got to
transport. Most of

Wn'

erswho have returned get their quota of ra-
tion. The situation with work under MGN-
REGA is worse. Less than a third of the peo-
‘workfromoneto

society continues to be from the bmmm—

most segment of the Hindu caste order.
Most of the workers who have returned,

especially those belonging to the SCcommu-

workers from Unnao, Sllapur Varanasi,
r dis-

nity,donot

them spent their

Lucknow, Kushinagar and

onbuses, auto-

trictsinUP, givesa picture very different from

rickshaws etc often changing the vehicle at

hat Not

orfull dis-

oneoftheworkerssurveyedin these districts
has been approached by the government for
skill mapping or for providing them guid-
ance for any kind of livelihood options in
their home state. Only one of them had re-
ceived monetary support of R 1,000 twice,
though about half of them were provided
with the 35-kg ration kit — benefits prom-
ised to all the returning migrant workers.
However, the cash benefit could be availed
only by those who had used state-owned
transport, which was near absent.

Most of the migrant workers had been
employed by the constructionindustry n the
National Capital Region, Haryanaand Punjab.
Some of them worked with plaster of paris
and did marble masonry. Some were polish-
ingmarblein Telangana. Stll others were tai-

tance. For example, when the police would
notlet their vehicles cross the Delhi-UP bor-
der, they would walk up to Ghaziabad or
even Aligarh, some along the railway tracks
to avoid the police, and then hail a vehicle.
Often, they travelled in groups so that costs
could be shared. The amount a person spent
on travel was upwards of Rs 2,000,

Abuut 10 per cent of them were quaran-

inthe village. However,
they are also aware that in the coming year,
and possibly even the nextone, there will be
no work for them at the places they had left
in desperation. Hardly anybody got paid for
the period of lockdown, despite the appeal
by the prime minister. About 20 per cent of
them also have payments worth more than
75 lakh in salaries and wages pending for
work done earlier. Overall, the workers stare
atableak future.
Even though the chief minister an-
nounced more than once lhal needy people
ill get ration card, the

nelghbourhoud schools — for 14 days. Others
were told to go home and voluntarily quar-
antine themselves inside their homes.
Relatives of workers quarantined at most
centres were asked to arrange food for their

factis that the returnee mlglam labourers
who don't have ration cards or their names
have been struck off from ration cards be-
cause they were not staying in their village,
are neither getting the regular quota of ra-

20 days. But only about a third of them had
received payments.

Forgetting that workers have their own
agency and rights over their lives, the chief
minister had said that if states wanted to
re-employ migrant workers they would
have to take the UP government’s permis-

gic community i adept atassessing, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's observation on

The writer, aformer c
the Srinagar-bused 15 Corps,schancelor,
Central University of Kashmir

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BETTER RESPONSE

THIS REFERS TO the article
‘Counterproductive lockdown' (IE, July
17). The government response and
health infrastructure in the country
have been exposed by the pandemic.
The analogy of road accident deaths
used by the writer to explain why a

IDEAS
ONLINE
ONLY IN THE EXPRESS

@ THE BURDEN OF HIGH

loc] ientin controlling

the virus spread is apt. The response
from governments both in the states
and at the Centre can be inspired by
best practices within India (Kerala)
and outside (Vietnam), while simulta-
neously ramping up the already lag-
ging public health infrastructure in the

= Thane

‘SANJEEVRAI
@®ACAMPAIGN AGAINST

AMITBEDWAL

www.indianexpress.com

STUDENTS AT RISK

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Let's not
failthe young (IE July 16). Why are the
Union Miistry ofuman Resource &

sion. Prem, a native of hohad been
working with his family of six adults in
Ludhiana for the last 12 years, laughed at
this statement. He said: “Itis not possible
tostart factories overnightor even ina few
months or a year or two in UP. Our entire
family works in factories and earns Rs
55,000 a month. Who will give us that sort
of skilled work here? When we left we
knew only agricultural work but now we
know printing and other works. We will go
backas there is no choice.”

Dhuruworks with the National Alliance of
People’s Movements and Pandey, a
Magsaysay awardee, s with Socialist Party
(India). The writers would like to

family member.
Three-fourths of these workers are
young, below the age of 35 years and close

tionnor

Vishal Kumar, Shivi

the coronavirus crisis period. Only a little
more than 50 per cent of the migrant work-

Piplani and Rakesh n collection, compilation
and verification of data

and University Grants
Commesion (UGC) risking students’
lives by forcing an examination on
them? Many colleges are in cities
which have a huge number of COVID-
19 patients. The need of the hour s for
the UGC torevisitits guidelines by tak-
ing into account the current scenario.
Gavhane Viraj V, Beed

BE CONSISTENT

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘In
Rajasthan, rebel Cong MLAs go to
court, cite freedom of speech in de-
fence’ (IE, July 17). The public will ap-
preciate the rebel Congress MLAS' de-
cision to cite in the high court their

constitutional right to freedom of
speech and expression against their
disqualification. They can earn more
public laurels if they declare publicly
also that in case they finally have to
leave their party, they will not join any
other party known for its violation of
freedom of speech.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

SOME QUESTIONS
‘THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Blessing
of the visa gods' (IE, July 17). We were
taken aback by the US move of sus-
pending student visas and we took a
sigh of relief when the stand was re-
voked.The big question is: Why are we
sodependent on foreign countries for
our students' education? Why are we
not attracting international students
to India?

Ayushi Singh, Agra




Important Editorials From Read To Succeed 20 july

2 SHOWCASE

wwen. THE HINDU
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2020

W“l‘\“[“:\"\l\“

LI
5

The COVID-19 pandemic has made

teletherapy popular, and experts

y its

convenience will ensure that it endures
beyond these lockdown times

From the

therapist’s

couch to yours

= NIDHI ADLAKHA

n early May, Mani $*, a Chennai-based
writer and journalist, found himself talk-
ng to an empty chair. ‘Imagine a friend
seated there, going through your emotional
crisis, and talk to him,’ said his therapist’s
calming voice over a WhatsApp call from
Bengaluru. Though initially awkward with
the exercise — especially now in our socially-
distanced reality — Mani soon found that the
new perspective helped him deal with his
anxiety. “I thought in-person sessions were
better, but I've had no trouble [with telethe-
rapy] because my psychologist is aware of
the medium’s limitations and helps me with
specific instructions,” says the 32-year-old,
who first got help last October to cope with
his divorce. “During lockdown, I realised
that medicines alone were not helping my
depression, so I turned to teletherapy.”

In New Delhi, the fortnight after the first
lockdown saw a spike in Covid-related
phone calls at IWill Therapy, the online spe-
cialist therapy company. The first week was
spent addressing anxiety from both first-tim-
ers and existing clients. “With lay-offs, pay
cuts and mounting bills, everyone is facing
some issue now. But our callers have been
triggered to a point where their depression
or anxiety is painful,” says Nayamat Bawa,
32, head psychologist, adding that they’ve
seen a 65% jump in sessions between May
and June.

Even social media platforms are upping
their game. This week, Snapchat rolled out
its ‘Here For You’ feature. While there are no
teletherapists, its content covers a range of
topics including eating disorders, anxiety
and how to identify distress in a loved one.

Though teletherapy has been around for
years, the pandemic has most certainly
brought the psychotherapist home.

Help’s just a tap away

Teenagers, millennials and people in their
40s are reaching out the most, to address
concerns such as job insecurity, couple dis-
cord, behaviour issues with children, sleep
disorders and loneliness. “Anxiety and de-
pression as clinical conditions have seen a
strong spike. This is because the pandemic
has created stressful conditions for people
with no pre-existing issues as well as those
with an existing risk for burnout,” says Ba-
wa. One of her first sessions, she recalls, was
a client in his 40s whom she’d been seeing
for a couple of years. “His business was over-
seas and he had to shut shop. He was expe-
riencing suicidal thoughts. I had to use pos-
itive coping mechanisms and cognitive
behaviour therapy, such as thought restruc-
turing, to help him,” she says.

In Chennai, psychiatrist Vijay Nagaswami,
62, has also noticed a much higher incidence
of anxiety and irritability over the last four
months. “Many couples haven’t spent as
much time in direct contact with each other
as they have now. So the cracks that were
once papered over are now opening and pe-
ople are realising that they can’t delay ad-
dressing the issues any longer,” he says.

Need for privacy

For those who've never had therapy, telethe-
rapy is an easy introduction. “Many first-tim-
ers find video sessions more comforting as
they remain in their own environment,” says
Nagaswami, who has been taking online ses-
sions since 2013. Moreover, taking 50 minutes
out of one’s day is far easier than travelling a
couple of hours to get to a therapist’s

office. “Virtual
Government of India sessions
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flexibility aside, there are challenges too.
Therapists have to be alert for non-verbal
cues. They also have to judge the baseline
for a new client’s anxiety. “I talk this through
at length with patients, but mostly we go by
how long the problem has been persisting
and how badly it affects their daily life,” says
Jessica Gold, Assistant Professor at Washing-
ton University’s Department of Psychiatry
(St Louis), who has authored articles on is-
sues faced by therapists. “Where I need

to check their heart rate or
blood pressure [for those on
stimulants for ADHD, etc], I've
been asking them to use Fitbit
or other ways to get their own

cost of medicines, is a high expense every
month,” she says.

Finding the right specialist takes time too,
says Radhakrishnan, who has consulted
four psychologists and two psychiatrists in
the last five years. Then there are the bad ex-
periences no one talks about. “I once had a
psychologist who disagreed with me during
a session, stopped midway and then
blocked me on WhatsApp!” Un-

fortunately, at

The rise of
social media
therapists 15

troubling.
measurements,” she adds. “We nee
Another constraint: lack of a social media
‘safe space’. When you pay for the- < \iteracy.
rapy, you pay for the psychothera- R [through
pist’s knowledge and the space — awareness
where you can open up without the program

risk of interruption or being over-
heard. Nagaswami believes telethe-
rapy won't completely replace face-
to-face sessions in the future. “For
those living with large families, priva-
cy is a concern. They will prefer to
wait for in-person sessions, unless
their issues are too compelling and re-
quire urgent intervention,” he says.
This explains why many opt for ses-
sions on WhatsApp or the chat plat-
form on IWill’s app. Poornima Bhola,

7

on offensive
content, etcl.
to help people
evaluate
interactions/
says Manoj
Kumar

how

Sharma,
professor of
Clinical
psychology.
NIMHANS.

©°°

faculty at the Department of Clinical Psy-

chology at NIMHANS (National Institute of
Mental Health and Neuro Sciences), recalls a
19-year-old who found it ing to speak

the moment, such cases can’t be reported.
“There is no governing body that regulates

1o a psychologist because his family didn’t
know he was in therapy.

Let’s talk money

Price is a concern, too. Es-
pecially since no insurance
company covers therapy
(though' the 2017 Mental
Health Act provides for the
inclusion of mental illness
cover). Last month, Delhi-

since April,

over
80,000 people
have reached
out on IWill's.
free epsyClinic

plattolls based feminist researcher
’:g‘lelhelal"l Radhika Radhakrishnan,
hotline has 26, tweeted about the ex-
seen o rbitant cost of therapy

ver o
60,000 PeOP'® i India. With over 2,000

dialinsinc®  retweets and 10,000
""""',Ng‘,..une likes, it resonated with
practo's any. “A session with a

psychologist costs bet-
0% growthin ween 31,500  and

overall 22,000 for an hour, and
psychiakr‘l psychiatrists cost
tele- more, close to 3,000.
consultations: i “added with the

ang in the
manner that the Indian Medical Council reg-
ulates doctors,” says Nagaswami.

Expert speak

Of course, teletherapy has been a learning
curve for therapists too. Gold says making
the virtual switch in March wasn’t easy. “It
can be really exhausting to go from person
to person on Zoom or Skype all day,” she
says, adding that some things simply can’t
be done over video or phone, like handing
someone “a tissue if they are crying”. But
what they all agree on is that teletherapy
will be the new normal in tackling the men-
tal health crisis — albeit as a hybrid version.
“It will not replace traditional sessions en-
tirely; there will be a mix of the two. It will
give us the opportunity to reach out to more
people, especially those in rural and semi-
urban areas,” says Bhola. As more glitches
get fixed and more experts join the expand-
ing roster of online resources, this will mean
help at hand for anyone, anywhere.

*name changed

= KANNAN SUNDAR

It can be really exhausting
to go from person to
person on Zoom or Skype
all day... Having more
people from different
cities connect with me is a
plus point

JESSICA GOLD
Department of Psychiatry,
Washington University

Connectivity is a sore
point. As many people
don'’t have a broadband
connection and use 3G or
4G, the video/audio
quality is often variable.
Staring at pixelated
images can be trying

VIJAY NAGASWAMI
Psychiatrist

Over the last four months,
the need for seeking
professional help has gone
up. People from all walks
of life are grappling with
anxiety and need help to
cope. This is propelling
them to open up more

NAYAMAT BAWA
IWill Therapy

»
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A chance to restore the rule of law

The extra-judicial killing of Vikas Dubey is the last wake-up call for our democracy and the judiciary

PRASHANT BHUSHAN

The killing of gangster Vikas Dubey
was clearly a case of premeditated
‘murder and not a spontaneous act of
self-defence as the Uttar Pradesh pol-
ice would have us believe. No person
can be expected to believe the police
version of the incident which is rid-
dled with multiple absurdities. First,
Dubey surrendered publicly in Mad-
hya Pradesh. Why then would he try
and run away in an open field from
more than two dozen policemen? Se-
cond, he was seen travelling in a dif-
ferent car, just a few minutes before
he was killed, from the one that over-
turned. Third, the media vans trail-
ing the convoy from Ujjain were
stopped by the police minutes before
the “accident”. Fourth, why had Du-
bey, a dreaded criminal, not been
handcuffed? And if he was, how
could he have snatched a pistol after
the car overturned? Last, he was shot
in the chest, while supposedly run-
ning away. And despite the scuffle
that allegedly ensued, his clothes
were spotless and his COVID-19 mask
was on! Before Dubey, five of his
aides had been killed in similar
fashion.

Spate of extra-judicial killings
No disciplinary action has been ta-
ken against the police officers who
participated in this extra-judicial kill-
ing. The killings of Dubey and his
aides highlight the disturbing trend
of extra-judicial killings in the State.
U.P. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s
disregard for judicial due process is
captured in his 2017 statement:
“Agar apradh karenge toh thok diye
jayenge (If they commit crimes, they
will be knocked down)”. This has
prompted many to colloquially refer
to his regime as “Thoki Raj'.

Dubey’s killing suggests that there
were people in this government who
were at risk of being exposed if he
testified in court. It is ironic that Du-
bey thrived even during “Thoki Raj’,
which could have been possible only
if he enjoyed political patronage
from those in the current State go-
vernment as well. Over the past three

Special Task Force and forensic teams re-enact the events leading to the
extra-judicial killing of Vikas Dubey, as part of the ongoing investigation of the

case, in Kanpur district on July 18. e

years, his name did not figure in the
‘Most Wanted List’ of the U.P. govern-
ment despite the fact that he had
more than 60 serious cases against
hi

im.
Dubey’s killing has been applaud-
ed by a large number of people who
have been made to believe that this is
the only way of ensuring justice in a
State where the courts are increas-
ingly seen as weak and effete institu-
tions incapable of dispensing justice.
Dubey was acquitted in case after
case by various local courts. We have
reached a stage where lynch mobs
and extra-judicial killings are cele-
brated. There is a progressive wea-
kening of people’s faith in the rule of
law. Nothing can be more alarming
and shameful for a country that takes
pride in the claim that unlike many
banana republics of the world, it is
still a democracy governed by the
rule of law with an independent jud-
iciary capable of enforcing it.
Alarmed by the spate of extra-jud-
icial killings happening in the coun-
try, the Supreme Court, in People’s
Union for Civil Liberties v. State of
Maharashtra (2014), said that “the
‘encounter’ philosophy is a criminal
philosophy” because it affects the
credibility of the rule of law. The
Court laid down a number of guide-
lines for the prevention and investi-
gation of such killings, including im-
mediate registration of FIR in respect
of such killings; independent inves
gation by the State Criminal Investi-
gation Department (CID) or the pol-
ice force of a police station other
than that involved in the extra-judi-
cial killing, and headed by an officer

Why a separate anti-torture law?

The need of the hour is to implement the existing
recommendations of various commissions

RK. VI]

The alleged torture of a father-son
duo in Sattankulam town in Tamil
Nadu has once again given rise to the
demand for a separate law against
torture. It is therefore essential to ex-
amine whether the existing law is in-
adequate to deter incidents of custo-
dial torture.

Torture is not defined in the In-
dian Penal Code, but the definitions
of *hurt’ and ‘grievous hurt’ are clear-
ly laid down. Though the definition
of ‘hurt’ does not include mental tor-
ture, Indian courts have included
psychic torture, environmental coer-
cion, tiring interrogative prolixity,
and overbearing and |m|m|ddtury
methods, among others, in the ambit
of torture. Voluntarily causing hurt
and grievous hurt to extort confes-
sion are also provided in the Code
with enhanced punishment. Under
the Code of Criminal Procedure, a
judicial magistrate inquires into ev-
ery custodial death.

The National Human Rights Com-
‘mission has laid down specific guide-
lines for conducting autopsy under
the eyes of the camera. The Supreme
Court judgment in DK Basu v. State
of West Bengal was a turning point in
the evolving jurisprudence on custo-
dial torture. The Court’s decision in
Nilabati Behera v. State of Orissa
made sure that the state could no lon-
ger escape liability in public law and
had to be compelled to pay compen-
sation. Similarly, the Court has held
in many cases that policemen found
guilty of custodial death should be gi-
ven the death penalty. Therefore,
there is neither a dearth of prece-
dents nor any deficiency in the exist-
ing law.

Vague,

ment was too harsh. Though the
262nd Law Commission Report re-
commended that the death penalty
be abolished except in cases of ‘terro-
rism-related offences’, the Bill pro-
vided for the death penalty for custo-
dial deaths. While most countries
have deleted or are deleting the
death penalty from their statute
books, for India to enact fresh legisla-
tion with the death penalty as the ul-
timate form of punishment shows its
continuing passive mindset towards
‘human life.

In the Bill, the proposed registra-
tion of every complaint of torture as
an FIR and blanket denial of anticipa-
tory bail to an accused public servant
was not reasonable. The bail can be
refused in appropriate cases, but ex-
cluding an investigating officer, strug-
gling every day to meet the challeng-
es of emerging crime, from availing
such an opportunity shall be no less
than putting him on the highest ped-
estal of mistrust. Overall, the pro-
posed Bill was not a reformative one.
It was vague, harsh and retributive in
nature.

ranked higher than the policemen in-
volved in the incident; and simulta-
neous magisterial inquiry under Sec-
tion 176 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC).

Utter for guidelis

magistrates did not contain reports
of forensic/ ballistics analysis; and in
11 out of the 16 cases, the family
members of the deceased are not
even aware about the magisterial in-
quiry being conducted, and their
statements have not even been re-
corded by the magistrate concerned.

Ending the culture of impunity

The extra-judicial killings in U.P.
show that the NHRC and the Su-
preme Court guidelines need a re-
working. The only way to stem the
rising tide of extra-judicial killings is
to end the culture of impunity and
punish police officers who resort to
such extra-legal means. This is only
possible if the investigation into such
cases is independent and fair. I was a
counsel in the PUCL case and had
suggested to the Court that the Na-
tional and State Human Rights Com-
missions have an investigative arm to
probe police encounters and custo-
dial deaths. This would be one way of
ensuring that the investigations are

However, according to a fact-finding
report by Citizens Against Hate
(CAH), a collective comprising pu-
blic-spirited members of civil society,
there is utter disregard in U.P. for the
guidelines for investigation of extra-
judicial killings laid down by the Su-
preme Court as well as the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC).
The report, published in May 2018,
titled ‘Countering the Silence — Citi-
zens’ Report on Extra Judicial Execu-
tions in Uttar Pradesh and Haryana,
India’ undertakes, inter alia, a de-
tailed study of 16 extra-judicial kill-
ings in U.P. since March 2017. The
findings reveal that the FIRs regis-
tered by the U.P. police in respect of
the 16 killings contain similar, if not
identical, facts, and seem to be mo-
delled on a fixed template. The se-
quence of events leading to the kill-
ings are identical, with names being
the only difference. CAH's interac-
tions with the family members of the
victims of these killings suggest that
rather than being spontaneous acts
of self-defence by police officers,
these are premeditated acts of mur-
der. The report also documents how
investigations into these killings did
not follow the Supreme Court guide-
lines. For example, none of the 16
cases was transferred to the CID for
investigation; final reports under
Section 173 of the CrPC submitted to

of police and political
interference. Another way would be
to handover investigation of such
cases to an agency independent of
the State government like the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

The Dubey killing is perhaps the
last wake-up call for our democracy
and the judiciary. If the higher judici-
ary wants to inspire respect in the
rule of law, it must call out this extra-
judicial killing. The U.P. government
has announced the constitution of a
Special Investigation Team (SIT) to
undertake an inquiry into the epi-
sode. However, the SIT comprises
Deputy Inspector General of Police
Ravinder Goud who was himself
charge-sheeted by the CBI for an ex-
tra-judicial killing many years ago.
No body formed by the U.P. govern-
ment to conduct an inquiry would in-
spire any confidence in this matter.
The inquiry must be done under the
aegis of a retired judge with some
credibility and independence to go
to the root of this matter and hold
the police officers and other persons
accountable. Only then can we begin
to redeem the pledge of our Constitu-
tion-makers to establish a repub]ic
governed by the rule of law
tected by an independent ]udlclary

‘Prashant Bhushan is a public interest
advocate practising at the Supreme Court of
India

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

Re-imagining journalism-3

Contemporary news is negotiated through partisan politics,
technology, capital and the desire for an egalitarian world

[
*

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

Aswas trying to explore the idea of journal-
ism for the post-pandemic era, there was dis-
turbing news of more job losses in the news
media. Those who have been tracking the
changes in the newsroom and the job losses
in the news industry since the COVID-19 out-
break came up with a stark question: does
the re-imagination of journalism mean sal-
vaging the profession without journalists?

The extent of the problem
While the reduction in the workforce is real,
editors and media managers have a different

’ ﬂuu SIR

understanding of the situation.

They argue that the effort is to
save as many journalistic jobs as
possible despite the terrible eco-
nomic situation. Some readers
were not comfortable with the
fact that I cited research from
Western universities to build my
arguments. It remains a fact that
systematic studies of the trans
formation of newsrooms at the

time of the pandemic and the economic
meltdown are being done by some of the ma-
jor universities of the world. I mentioned the
specific cases of job losses in the BBC and
The Guardian because they represent diffe-

rent business models. The BBC with its li-
cence fees and The Guardian, which is
owned by the Scott Trust Limited, have an
additional revenue stream that is not subject
to the vagaries of the market. The examples
provided were meant to explain the extent of
entrenchment of the financial crisis in the
media industry.

The idea of re-imagining journalism for
the digital age is at least three decades old.
From the creation of the MIT Media Lab in
1985 to the controversies it generated for ac-
cepting financial support from the disgraced
Jeffrey Epstein, the task itself has been on a
Toller-coaster ride. We have always gone one
step forward and two steps backward. For
me, itis clear that re-imagining journalism is
neither a business strategy nor an attempt to
apportion blame on technology disruptions.
The attempt is to widen the scope of the dis-
cussion and include readers as key partners
in this important democratic task.

Some readers ask: is it necessary to go

back in time to recollect the observations of
Benjamin Franklin and Mahatma Gandhi to
address a contemporary issue like re-imagin-
ing journalism? Given the centrality of cred-
ible information for the survival of our de-
mocratic institutions, it is important to know
the history of our institutions and how they
were built. The discussions and reflections
that have gone into the making of modern
journalism are significant, and it is impor-
tant to know the past to define our future.
For instance, is it possible to re-imagine
the purpose of journalism without remem-
bering the short monograph, ‘A Test of the
News”, by Walter Lippmann and Charles
Merz published in 19202 They wrote: “It is
admitted that a sound public opinion cannot
exist without access to the news. There is to-
day a widespread and a growing doubt
whether there exists such an access to the
news about contentious affairs. This doubt
ranges from accusations of unconscious bias
to downright charges of corrup-
= tion, from the belief that the
news is coloured to the belief
" that the news is poisoned. On so
grave a matter evidence is need-
ed.” Insouciant suggestions fail
to recognise the building blocks
of a public information ecosys-
tem because they are made
without adequate evidence.

A viable model

It is important for us to keep in mind what
journalist and media teacher George Brock
said about the nature of the news business.
He said: “News media does not follow a mas-
ter narrative or plan because it involves con-
necting two elements: the person or group
with something to tell and the people who
are interested enough to hear it.” How do we
identify relevant and credible information
from the vast amount of material on the In-
ternet — through which, according to one
study, nearly five exabytes of information
courses through in just a day? This, accord-
ing to technology experts, is the equivalent
of 40,000 two-hour movies per second. The
idea is to come up with a viable model that
takes into account the fact that contempor-
ary news negotiates a complex web of parti-
san politics, technology, capital and a funda-
mental human desire for an egalitarian
world.

I recognise the limitations of a weekly ex-
change of 700-odd words to address an issue
of immense gravity, but will try and wrap up
this series next week.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

DATA POINT

Out of
coverage

In 2017, the Central
admitted in the Supreme Court that it
was seriously considering the 273rd
Report of the Law Commission that
recommended ratification of the UN
Convention against Torture and oth-
er Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading
Treatment (CAT). CAT was signed by
India, but is yet to be ratified. Howev-
er, except for minor discrepancies,
the prevalent law in India is adequate
and well in tune with the provisions
of CAT.

Root cause of the problem
Retired Supreme Court Justice Dee-
pak Gupta said that we first need to
lmplemen[ (he law as we have it.
“Thei L

Huwever a fresh draft of the Preven-
tion of Torture Bill was released in
2017 for seeking suggestions from va-
rious stakeholders. The Bill was not
only vague but also very harsh for the
police to discharge its responsibilities
without fear of prosecution and per-
secution. It was inconsistent with the
existing provisions of law. It included
‘severe or prolonged pain or suffer-
ing’ as a form of torture but that was
left undefined.

The proposed quantum of punish-
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the

are not fair; these must be rectified
first,”he said. He exhorted that the
police need to be trained better. The
temptation to use third-degree meth-
ods must be replaced with scientific
skills. Thus, the need of the hour is to
strike at the root cause of the pro-
blem and implement recommenda-
tions of various commissions to bring
in necessary reforms.

RK. Vijis a senior IPS officer of Chhattisgarh.
Views are personal
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In March 2020, the number of wireless connections reduced by 2.84 million compared to
February 2020. The drop was led by a sharp decrease in urban areas. The T.N., J&K ant
Northeast circles recorded huge drops. While Jio remains unscathed, Airtel and Vodafone may
feel the heat amid mounting losses. 8y The Hindu Data Team
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4. DOUBLE WHAMMY | The erosion in subscriber base has
come at a time when telecom companies are posting record

losses. The graph shows net profit/Loss over the years
250

-
BHARTI AIRTEL

VODAFONE-IDEA

= Vodafone-Idea recorded a
staggering €73,878 crore of net
loss in FY20, the highest ever by
any Indian firm. The loss was due
to provisioning done for Supreme \
ourt-mandated statutory dues

-
RELIANCE Ji0.

PROFIT/LOSS IN 2 BILLION
8

s P e R

Fr20

@he 34772 Rindhn,
FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO JULY 20, 1970

‘Border issue delicately balanced

The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, reit-
erated here [Bellary] to-day [July 19] that the
aim of the Central Government was to find
some solution to the Mysore-Maharashtra
border issue, which caused least bitterness
later. At a press conference in her saloon in
Hospet railway station, the Prime Minister
said already there was considerable acrimo-
ny on both sides, and any solution should
not make it worse. It was difficult to set any
time-limit to resolve the issue. To a question
whether she would have any discussion on
the issue with the Mysore Chief Minister, Mr.
Veerendra Patil, before her current tour
ended, Mrs. Gandhi said he (Mr. Patil) said
only one thing (implementation of the Maha-
jan Commission’s report) and there could
hardly be any discussion unless he had other
proposals. Asked whether the division of
Belgaum had been suggested in the tentative
proposals sent to both the Mysore and Mah-
arashtra Governments, the Prime Minister
merely said: “May be I do not know.” Asked
whether the endiess delay in finding a solu-
tion would not encourage divisive forces like
the Shiv Sena, Mrs. Gandhi stated that if the
question was decided in the way Mysore
wanted, then also it would encourage the
Shiv Sena activities. The whole question was
delicately balanced and anything she might
say might be misinterpreted.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JULY 20, 1920

Education and citizenship.
(From an editorial)

Viscount Burnham addressing the Associa-
tion of Education Committees at Manchester
dwelt upon the goal of education as being ci-
tizenship and remarked that our schools and
colleges exist for the creation of good citi-
zens. Indian politicians have from the very
beginning realised the importance of this
ideal of education and recognised that the
education of the nation’s youth on proper
lines, imbued with high ideals of life and ser-
vice, alone lays the surest foundation of na-
tional emancipation and greatness. The fu-
ture of India, especially in the critical
periods of national struggle for freedom and
equality, depends to a large extent on the ef-
ficiency of its younger generation to carry on
the flag of nationalism to its destined goal
and the public cannot any longer afford to
look with indifference on the denationalis-
ing and devitalising tendencies of our educa-
tional system which is to prepare our youth
for the future citizenship of the country.
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The special paradox of
HCL'ssuccession plan

AsRoshni Nadar Malhotra takesover asthesoftwaremajor Schair person from Shiv Nadar,

thebusinesswould benefit from continuityin itswillingnessto keep transfor ming itsdf

hat markstechnology out
from most other busi-
nessesisthe speed at
which marketsevolve.
Inflection pointsshow up
with high frequency, often
out of theblue, with theresult that multiple
generationsof productsand servicesget com-
pressed under asingle generation of leader-
ship. Few Indianshavethrived on thisreality
quiteasHCL’s Shiv Nadar has. Last week, the
75-year-old co-founder of the group made way
for hisdaughter Roshni Nadar Malhotraas
chairperson of HCL Technologies. Thissuc-
cession at the nearly-$10 billion software servi-
cesmajor hasbeen under planning for many
years. Armed with an MBA from the Kellogg
Graduate School of Management, shehasbeen
adirector onitsboard since 2013, and became
vice-chairperson in 2018. Asannounced,
Nadar shall stay on asmanaging director and
chief strategy officer. Thecompany’sdirec-
tion, however, isnow expected to be set by his
38-year-old successor. Shareholders, anong
others, would bewatching HCL closely for
signsof continuity. But what needsto sus-
tained aboveall else, in thiscase, isthe spirit of
changethat hasgot it sofar. At first glance, that
may seem paradoxical. With clarity on what
must bear Nadar’'simprint and what needsto
berefreshed, though, it could easily resolve
itself. Thisisbecausethe story of hissuccessas
an entrepreneur isastrong argument against
thesafety of statusquoism. In al hisbest-
judged decisions, heforesaw what lay ahead
early, and swerved hisbusinesstoward the
futurein good time, undaunted by risk.
Like Silicon Valley legends Hewlett-Packard
and Apple, HCL wasaclassic “garage startup”
with bigambitions. It started small in aDelhi

barsazati of the mid-70s, when Nadar and his
co-foundersspotted an opportunity in digital
devicesfor amassmarket. From calculators,
they leapt swiftly to desktop computers, mak-
ingthemost of ademand boomin the 1980s.
By theend of that decade, these machineshad
got commodified to such an extent that they
wereselling almost entirely on theappeal of
low pricetags. Hardware manufacturing wasa
low-margin affair, it grew evident, with profits
dependent on the scale of one’soutput. It was
intheearly 1990s, just asIndiaopened up to
global competition, that Nadar took what can
betermed hiscareer’sboldest bet. Heturned a
unit of research and development into ahot-
shop for software services, taking careto set it
apart from playerssuch asInfosysand Tata
Consultancy Servicesby opting for different
field specializations. Thiswasspun off asHCL
Technologies, and onceit went publicin 1999,
it began to overshadow the old business. Edu-
cation hasbeen Nadar'sother domain of inter-
est. Whilethegroup’scomputer training chain
hasfaded away, themulti-disciplinary Shiv
Nadar University could yet consolidate hisleg-
acy asan ingtitution builder.

Today, HCL Technologiesisasizeable cor-
poration under thewatch of equity analysts,
with all the burdensthat keep such businesses
from moving too swiftly. Nadar seemskeen to
haveit retain itsagility, assignalled by his
recent description of the covid pandemicasa
catalyst for change. What thistrandatesinto
may taketimeto show, but observersseem
unsureifitwill differ much fromwhat itsrivals
do. Somesay it must go beyond leveraging for-
eign deals, that it should sharpen aninternal
edgein asector full of skillset overlaps. For
HCL todifferentiate itself again, it may need to
rejuvenate an old zest for novelty.
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The USanti-racism movement
might work in favour of racists

Reducingall American historytoa simplisticbinary could end up being har mful toa just cause

isaformer editor of ‘Financial Express’, and
founder-editor of ‘Open’ and ‘Swarajya’
magazines

tisquitean extraordinary moment in

thehistory of the United States. Stat-

uesof George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln are
beingtoppled, airportsand sports
teamsarebeing renamed, all heritageis
being questioned. Washington, the
man wholed the USwar of independ-
enceand wasitsfirst president, and

team Washington Redskinshas
dropped “Redskins’, seen asderogatory
toNative Americans. The TexasRan-
gersbaseball team isunder pressureto
changeitsname, sincethelegendary
frontier lawmen may have been racist.
Thequestion then is Wheredoesit all
end?Western portrayalsof Jesus Christ
ashlonde and blue eyed areborn of
European cultural assumptions, since
the West Asian who died on thecross
could hardly have had such an appear-

whether aperson should bejudged by
thestandardsof histime, or whether a
person’spositive contributions, like
thoseof all mortals, outweigh hisnega-
tives, arealsotarred with thesame
brush.

Thereisnodenying America'shis-
tory of systemic racism, but could these
anti-racism activists, with their bipolar
view of theworld, end up giving racists
just thetoolsthey need to pursuetheir
venal agenda?Caucasian racistscan

ance. Should
al

now ivists starkly black-and-

churches, andtry to “cancel” Leonardo
daVinci, Raphael and the Sistine Chapel,
whereevery Biblical entity, beginning
with God and Adam, isCaucasian?

What of Columbus, the capital of
©Ohio?Recordssuggest that Christopher
Columbus, long celebrated asthe
intrepid explorer who discovered

asproof that they were
right all along—that people of colour do
not believein the“ideaof America”
(whichever way racistsdefineit). When
onesidereducesall American history to
askin-pigment narrative and callsfor
endlesspenitence, it may bearmingthe
other side, which propagatesitsown
hateful melanin story, and confusing
Tl

America, l wholeft
many nativesof theland hereached
dead. In the last decade, many Ameri-

men
regarded asAmerica'sgreatest national
heroes—including thetwo most promi-

Jefferson, Declaration of
Independence and iscredited with abig
rolein creating themodern concept of

“human rights’, were both siaveowners.

can
holiday ColumbusDay asIndigenous
Peoples’ Day. What about Columbia
University, “Hail Columbia’, the official

Lincoln, theUSp fought

USvice-p anthem and the

theCivil War that led
tion of slaves, and whose copy of the
Biblethe US'sfirst African-American

district of Col f al,“Colum-
bia" ismerely aderivation from
“Co\umbus Washington DCitselfis

president Barack Of totake
hisoath of office, hasbeen “cancelled”.
Ithas, after all, been known to histori-
ansall along that Lincoln fought thewar
primarily tomaintain theintegrity of
thenation and not to

ept an esti-
maed 300 slaves. And thevery name
“America’ comesfrom Amerigo Ves-
pucci, the Bth century Italian explorer
who, asrecordsshow, made at least one

se.
Henever madeasecret of thisfact and
allowed the statesthat supported himin
thewar to keep slaves.

TheWoodrow Wilson School of
Publicand International Affairsat
Princeton University hasbeen renamed
thePrinceton School, since Wilson, US
president during World War |, wasan
active segregationist. California'sJohn
WayneAirport will amost certainly be

capturing
232natives, and wasaslave owner.
Today, aloud and voluble section of
Americans, though aimost certainly a
minority, are seeing their country and
itshistory only through the prism of
racism. Every individual and every
action isbeingjudged by theracist/
non-racist binary, and apparently any-
onewho questionsthisclassification is
by definition aracist. Asisanyonewho

renamed ql
Western film star

aracist,

racist publiccomments. Thefootball

seen oof that heisblind
tohisprivileges Obviousquestionslike

10 DEARS A60

After

nent y be
intensely disturbingtoavery large
number of average Caucasian Ameri-
canswho arenot racist in any manner,
but whose deepest beliefsand pridein
their country arenow being called fool-
ishdelusionsat best.

Anti-racism activistsappear uninter-
ested in discussion, debate and any
nuance. Historical inequitiescan only
becorrected through wisely designed
and soundly executed policies—from
zoninglawsto economic programmes—
and reforming ingtitutions, and this
cannot happen without informed and
sober discourse.

Last month, when the Minneapolis
City Council announced that it would
disband thecity'spolice force, council
president LisaBender wasasked at a
pressconference: “What if, in themid-
dleof thenight, my homeisbroken
into.Whodol call? Bender replied:
“That (fear) comesfrom aplace of
privilege.”

Thissort of thinkingisnot going to
help America, or itsracerelations.

JUST A THOTORT

acertain high level of

technical skill isachieved,
scienceand arttend to
coalescein aesthetics,
plasticity,and form.The
greatest scientists are
artistsaswell.

ALBERT EINSTEIN

Whyfutureartistsshould get stuck in sciencestreams

MANU JOSEPH

isajournalist,and anovelist,
most recently of ‘Miss Laila,
Armed And Dangerous'

propose alibrary sign: “Be quiet, like
Indian parentswhosechildren scored less
than 90%in their boards’.

If you have ears or eyes, you may have

lucrative jobs—did that happen? Wil last
week'stoppersthrivein aworld wheretheir
education and degrees and whole profes-
sionsmight be obsolete?
Over thepast fewyears, many Indian par-
of

tory and aspectsof what other people have
created. | am only referring to those who

theworld. All that countsisreal life.” This
isin linewith hisadvice to aspiring film-

substantial on paper. It is hard physica
labour. There aremillionsof writersin the

d—th

might becr
they have agift in non-scientific domains
and that they will bewastingit away in the

exam-
taking, but they had tofulfil their quotatogo
wrong. Asaresult, they have becomebesot-
ted with afable that is growing more and

Toatrueartist, nothing isawaste, espe-
cially science, because sci-
enceisphilosophy. Infact,

more persuasive—that what

foundit hard last week

tion of people whose children had scored
high in Class 2. Or thisannual headline:
“GirlsOutshine Boys’. Theoutshininghap-
pensevery year in amost al examinations,
including the civil services, but rarely in

engineer lywantto*do
inlife” iswildlife photography. Or sing, or
write, or make movies. And that if adoles-
cents*pursue” their artistic talents, instead
of science or medicine, they will be happy,
evenrich.

| most of phi-
losophy ismerely aset of
dim questions asked too
earlyintheprogressof sci-
ence. In any case, no artis-
ticgift can betaught. There
can be great insights, but

biecti
obj

I myseif

Theway p t

yearsago, andthat outside

cess, they clearly think that it
good material life, or at least that academic
failureforeshadowsfinancial insecurity. But
then how did thelivesof India’sthousandsof
toppersturn out?Did thelast-benchersfare
aspoorly asthelr eachersprophesied?We
arenot

streams there
was"“thebeautiful world of the backbench-
ers’. | wish to make some revisionsto my
earlier view.

Anadolescent whoisreasonably good at

getsbetter as
itmarinateswithin all your
oongoing experiences. So,
formal education in the
artsisfor loversof art and
not the artist. In some
young artists, formal edu-

science and maths, but boring

measure of that mmpllcated lhll:\g isa
sophisticated fraud. Purely on material

her

in a“creativefield”, isnot necessarily doing
the right thing by abandoning formal sci-

Herel amnot

terms, did the past
visasthat were prophesied? They were, of
course, promised boring but secure and

youth who have adeep interest in the arts
andwishtolearn,in ascholarly way, the his-

German filmmaker Werner Herzog is
known to have said, “Somebody who has
been a boxer in Africawould be better

Our young
would be better
prepared for the
rigour of writing

by pursuing an
education that’s
very demanding

n“atradethat
dowith cinema’.
Thisistruefor every creative profession.
And thisis exactly what adolescent artists

d y
havethesebeautiful ideasin their heads, but
when they have to bring them out into the
physical world, something goes wrong;

on aplatter—to be artists
who can comprehend and
enjoythephilosophy of sci-
ence without the bleak
prospectsof being stranded
in dull lucrativejobs.

In any case, creative
work isnot aparadisiacal

anymoreand
then there is the accompanying sense of
intense fatigue.

That iswhy themost foolish advice that
| have heard seasoned writers give the
youthis“read, read, read”. | have heard this
dramaticiteration many times. That'slike
asking young cricketerstowatch videosof
Sachin Tendulkar. Writers must write,

itismade
out to be. Anything that
becomes a job, a career,
will becomedull, or at least
have parts that are plain
boring and tedious. The
secret of most

wr ite,and run milesor lift heavy
weights. If you are not physically fit, your
body will fool you into overrating your
mediocrethird draft.

I finditamusing that therigorousscien-
tific stream preparesan adolescent better
for such th laxnessof

they hate many aspectsof
their craft. They enjoy something in the
heartofitall, , but most

theartistic streams.
So,ifthereare potential artistsout there

other thingsareboring.
For the past several years, my mother has
been talking to me about her novel. She

intheir high 90s, making
their parentspreen, and whohave, through
their own exam-taking abilities, madeit too
emotionally expensive to quit the looming

han if

itisnot

ated from one of the ‘best’ film schoolsin

form, but
she has not got down to writing anything

suretoface. Alot of scienceispureart.
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India should deploy naval power
to acquire leverage over China

This would send a calibrated signal to Beijing that New Delhi could tilt the power balance in areas of Chinese vulnerability

NITIN PAI

is co-founder and director of The Takshashila
Institution, an independent centre for research
and education in public policy.

yargument in these pages over
the past month has been that
India cannot deter Chinese
expansionism in the Himalayas
unless we show credible capacity
to hurt China’s interests else-
where inits contested neighbourhood whereit is
vulnerable. After the skirmishes of the past couple
ofmonths, Indian and Chinese troops are ina proc-
essof disengagement in eastern Ladakh, but we
should not be surprised if China refuses to go back
to the pre-April 2020 position. New Delhi should
notaccept anything short of that, but Beijing will
count on our political leadership’s reluctance to
escalate military tensions to get away with its gains.
Only when New Delhi shows a willingnessto use
India’s capability to tilt the balance away from
Chinain the.nre~ th.n Beijing considers core oits
main-
taining thesmlusquu alongourland frontiers.
Meanwhile, the situation in China’s maritime
neighl has gotten very d Not
only has the United States bolstered its naval
presence with three aircraft carrier groups in the
greater South China Sea region, it has changed its
official position from being neutral on maritime
territorial disputes to weighing in on the side of
China's ivals. US Navy ships have steppec up fee-
i A hoi.
jing’s warmngs Earlier thismonth, (‘hma con-

contflict onbehalfof the latter. If on the other hand,
matters es&‘ala(e belv\ een Chinese md US forces,

ducted Paracel
ar rmpelagmlmMlmmed by Vietnam. Chinese

all 110 make
choices they would rather avoid.

andUS daircraft are fr
ing dangerously close to each other, ina maritime
version of the pushingand shoving that happened
between Chinese and Indian troops in the Himala-
yas. The US move comes after Chinese vessels sank
aVietnamese fishing boat, harassed a Malaysian
drillship, and intruded into an FEZ,all

. AndTadvocate
fishingin them.

New Delhi's official position on the South China
Seais that "India supports freedom of navigation,
overflight and unimpeded commerce, based on
the principles o international law”. Inaddition to

peaceful India

Hello” to the Taiwanese along the way. Such voy-
agesoffer New Delhi forms of diplomatic leverage
thatit currently does not have with Beijing.
Atthe most provocative end, Indian naval ships
can participate in freedom-of-navigation opera-
tions in the South China Sea to explicitly uphold
international law and reject expansive China’s
nine-dash line claims. This requires extremely
close political and military cooperation with the
US, Japanand Australia; which isanother reason

in the space of the past few months.

This puts Malaysia, Brunei, the Philippines and
Vietnam—among the other claimants in the South
China Sea disputes—in a greater quandary. These

“urgesall parties to show utmost respect for the
[United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Seal.” Itis time for actions that give meaning to
these well-crafted words. The Indian navy’s mus-

why New D ger keep the Austr:
lian navy out of the: mu]u]’\lcral Malabar exercises.
Sea power isan important part of the answer to
India’s China question. Yet, looking at our defence
budgets, it does not appe.\r 50. As retire ed rear

fSoutheast Asian Nati
statesare too weak to beable to resist Chinese
expansionism on their own, and like the idea of
US military presence as a counterweight. At the
same time, they worry that a US-China confronta-
tion could escalate into a conflict that they do not
want. While they would like toarrive ata negoti-
ated maritime code of conduct with Beijing, they
can neither count on the support of their fellow
Asean members, nor on China climbing down
fromits. m;\ximalisl posilions. (Jnl Viclnam
possibly at international couns and perhapseven
militarily, ifit comes to tha

I China clasheswith Vietnam (orthe Philippi-
nes,although it's less likely), the US could enter the

for i of
the Malacca Strait.

admiral S arecent
paper, “Thc Indian Navy needsmuch bclwr fiscal

Sea power can be used flexibly tosend calibrated
signals to Beijing without necessa

support power-
pro|ccl|on sea controland sea denial. Thiewould

giveit P

and duration

Delhi should increase
ofnaval deployments n the region, expanding the
types of naval assets so deployed. Vessels on such
deployments should regularly call at friendly ports
of South East Asian countries, including Timor-
Leste, and have frequent rendezvous with ships of

the US, Japan, Australia, Vietnam, Singapore and
Indonesia, away from disputed waters.
Strongersignals can be sent by sending the navy
onlonger voyages to Japanese and Russian ports,
especially ifthe routes are planned for sayinga “Hi,

MYy
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Butterfly numbers could be at the highest since mid-1990s.

Britain’s butterfly count set to surge in summer

ISTOCKPHOTO

eoplein Britai urged ifsummer2020is the best
for butterflies for a quarter of a century by joining the world’s most popular
insectsurvey.The Big Butterfly Countbeginson Friday, with peoplesked ospend
garden, field orwood, countin Al m
oo  spring weather i lier this
yearthanatany time for two decades, with experts predicting that following the
hot summers of 2018 and 2019, butterfly numbers could build to their eatest
id-1990s. Chris P ice-
president of Buterfly Conservation,said takingpart in the charity's three-week
countwasa chance to give back to the natural world.

The Guardian
A photo cracks the mystery of ‘ultra-black’ fish

A noceanmystery - h
i that began withavery bad “Icouldn’t

getagood shot -just fishsilhouettes,” said Dr Karen Gsborn from the Smithsonian
Institution. Her detailed study of the animal's “ultra-black” skin revealed that it
raps light. Whilcitn

fishin the dq

say it provid ‘The discovery, desmbedmlhe]uumal

Current Biology, new ultra-black ma

ings for the interior of telescopes or camera ,..“Thcpamclcsofplgmcnlmlhclr
i therightsi ide-scatterany light they don'tabsorb,” Dr

Osborn explained.

BBC

New images of solar flares could explaln plenty

Thev.lu«e«t rimagesof “campfires”,
Earth. The observa-

tions he Solar Orbiter spacecraft....could hel ythe

sun’s ingly

insolar physics. Miniature flares have b lasa tic

for the so-called coronal heating problem, but until now no telescope has had a
good enoughresolution to observe the sun’satmosphere in sufficient detail. The
latest footage, taken at 77m kil
theorbits of Venusand Mercury,
few hundred kil

ingbeacons, justa

d lasting minutes,

ing out again.
The Guardian

The growing threat of unbearably hot summers

illions of peopearoundthe workdcould beexposed o dangerous velsof
heat stress—ad toshut dmm

Manyli

Theseinclude bei mlheopenunl’am)sandbmldmg
sitesori i Global warming

ofsummer conditions hatmay be-too hot or humans” towork in When we caught
upwith DrJimmy Lee, medic, he’ ingi ifling hea
tropical Singapore to care for patients with covid-19... One danger, he realises, is
that'svitalfor medical

thato -ability
staff—make quick decisions.

BBC

Niche Japanese professions put atrisk by covid

kuko, the “bigsister” of Tokyo's
herfortunein 1964, the year Tokyo irst hosted me Olympics. But the pandemic

the minimum, the Indo-Pacific 3
fighting the fight.” Aslongas the defence establish-
mentin New Delhi dogmatically believes thatits
scope of strategy is limited to our long land bound-
ary, we will continue to ignore sea powerand
under-invest in the navy. Ifweaccept that our
interests span the Indo- Pacific, and this broader
theatre offers us opportunities to better manage
China, then it follows that we must use and
strengthen our navy.

cfore...Coronavirus-in-
and many peopl waryof

duced austerity|
pending il but
and come with new rules: cus-
tomers or touching them even toshake hands, and sitting 2 metres apart.. Geisha
aren't the only Japanese artists in .mker Performers of “jiutamai,”an ancient
women’s dance, as well , con-
fessed to worry the coronavirus could harther imperil their niche professions.

ers I

Arevolution is due but don't hold your breath just yet

problems, more so because crises have | Theory of Employment, eres and Money, | Naidu, Dani Rodrik and Gabriel Zucman | there. Stephanie Kelton and modernmone-

RAJRISHI SINGHAL

frequency became nodern liberal | wrotein the Boston Review:*Deregulation, tary theory (MMT) usually top the list in
Thecurrent i 1 lhol\cx(40ycars ialization, di ingof MMTisstill considered
these fault lines. Dani Rodrik, professorat | - With theadvent ofthe 1970: state, flabourmar- | a fringe movement and has itsfair share of
Harvard University, said atarecent SBIcon- | shock, high inflation and the collapse of | kets, reductioni ive | sceptics, especially those approaching it
clave thatthe world should forget returning | Bretton Woods currency pegs. The Keynes | taxation, itofhyper-globaliza- | from an ing or balance-sheet per-

hetime scems ripe foranew economic
paradigm. A study of historical trends

to the status quo ante because the system is
broken and unsustainable.

framework was unable fo explain the coex:
istence of highunemploy-

tion—the culprits behind rising inequali-
ties—all seem to be rooted

spective, or even among neo-Keynesians
(suchas Nobel Laureate Paul Kruginan), but

also seems to suggest that the condi- | Every greatchallengeorcrisiscreatesan | ment, high inflation and The current cconomic Itmustbe
tionsareright. ity for—as Tk describes | stagnant growth. Enter doctines, Thediscipli that both Keynes and Fried-
Theadventof; i i itinhisi i Th ofSci- | Milton Friedman, the crisis ought focus on markets dnd man had help: their theories becameaccept-
i 7 ions—*paradi ".Acti- | Chicagoschool,andmone- incentives, ableafterotherr -
and 18th centuries quu.kened the pace of slsurcha]lenbednszeswhenexlslmbtheune.s tarism. Friedman,avocal o throw up a andmathe- hopefully, MMT willalso find
enquiry. Rapid lead- | Keynes critic, advocated matical formalismstandin | similar support. Some other prominent
= IsaacNewton, | ing: Itmight, there- | using monetary policy to  pew economic lhe way of meanmgful economists, including a grouping called
is consulting editorof Mint. His  Galileo Galilei or Charles Darwin, among | fore, be instructive tostudy the recent his- | stabilize prices and urged A e-scale reform.” Economists for Inclusive Prosperity, have
Twitter handleis tory of economic thought, which demon- | minimal  government paradlgm, Thcturn‘nl been i I i
@rajrishisinghal ideas and propound new thoughts, even iff i the | intervention. Friedman but " isis is consi i
pmmp(mg universities toslice up philoso- isortoUsPres- Ut are we rea for a new economic para- | demandsto repurpose central banking.
Atthe cuspofthe 20th century,econom- | ident Ronald Reagan and N y ligm, butnone of thealter- | InIndia, the economic policyand admin-
smences to be studied as separate disci- | i theories. | his phil ical infl opento ideas? native theories has found | istration bench is filled with old-school
plines. Thi llintothe | Tt Depressionandwithit | ence, especially on how acceptance so far. Mean- | adherents. India’s economic package s at

20th century with greater acceleration.
Cut 10 2020. With the pandemic forcing

emerged John Maynard Keynes. His pre-
scriptions for economic recovery through
govi oduced anew
stream of economic thought that popular-
ized welfare systems across the Western
world. While demolishing the earliernotion
of self-correcting with full
employment, Keynesand hisbook, General

central banks should con-
duct y policy, stretchedall the way
il il eveninspiring the
Federal Reserve’s rescue plan during the
2008 financial cris
Persisting with Friedman and @ global
rexacer- | cal
There are some promising names out

while, rising inequality or | odds with the severity of the pandemic, or
isi ligi Wl[huluu

robust protection
schemes, Thisisan opportunity for India to

auling tem-
plate. Therearealsodemands that the study
C ics return to its phi i
offtheheavymathemati- | that h-oriented just.
hobblesi th But perhapsil shouldfirst get some new tal-
entonboard.

globallockdown, umlgh(benmelomolhball
some existing economic orthodoxies. The
years after the 2008 financial crisis repeau
edly demonstrated that the existing tool kit
incapable of resolving deep-set economic

bating



