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MY VIEW   |  OTHER SPHERE

GUEST VIEW

G
eo-political and economic power in
the industrial age was determined by
one’s expertise in manufacturing. In

a digital society, it’s likely to be based on
command over artificial intelligence (AI). As
an information age takes over, hastened by
the covid crisis, every country has to assess
where it stands in terms of AI. This could
decide its position in the global hierarchy.

AI is a not a separate sector. Rather, it’s
expected to manage and lead every sector.
There is mobility AI, education AI, health AI,
agriculture AI, and so on. If every sector was
earlier controlled by whoever had prowess
over mechanical and chemical technology in
that sector, it would now be led by whoever
has the best AI for a given sector. 

AI competence in every sector tends to get
concentrated in one or two top companies.
AI capabilities also work across sectors. Goo-
gle’s parent company Alphabet, for instance,
is into automobiles, media, health, educa-
tion, travel and perhaps more. With an
immense emerging global concentration of

I was soaking up books, which, even to 
me now, seems totally incongruous 
with my age then. The number was also 
abnormal. Almost a book a day. So, I just 
cannot recollect where I read of the 
young man who stayed up one night in 
Nashville, writing a list of non-violent 
‘do’s and don’ts’ to help his fellow stu-
dents if they got arrested. The last point 
in that list was: “Remember the teach-
ings of Jesus, Gandhi, Thoreau, and 
Martin Luther King Jr”. That this line 
was not a figment of my childhood 
imagination got settled only recently, 
when I read one of my most treasured 
gifts, Taylor Branch’s Parting the 
Waters, in which the incident is 
described as I remembered it.

I can’t recollect whether I read first 
about Dharasana or Selma. They are 
fused in my head. And into Webb Mil-
ler’s wrenching words that were first 
read by millions in mid-May 1930: “Not 
one of the marchers even raised an arm 
to fend off the blows. They went down 
like ten-pins. From where I stood, I 
heard the sickening whacks of the clubs 
on unprotected skulls.” 

The first skull to be cracked open on 
7 March 1965 in Selma was that of the 
young man who led the 600 protesters 
across that bridge. And he was the same 
young man who prayed to the flame 
that passed from Jesus to King, through 
Gandhi and Thoreau. 

Thus, John Lewis became muddled
in my head with Gandhi and King and 
Thoreau. When I saw the terrifying 
Dharasana scene in Attenborough’s 
Gandhi  in 1982, I saw Lewis fall. I read 
more about him. Never methodically, 
but just along the way in my chaotic but 
copious reading. His preaching to 
chickens as a child because he wanted 
to be a priest, one of the original 13 
Freedom Riders, leading the March on 
Washington in August 1963, and more. 
Forever in good trouble—as King had 
advised him. 

While my heroes are muddled in my
head, my memories of events are clear 
all the way back to the age of three, 

when sirens would blare at night during 
the 1971 India-Pakistan war. Lying on 
the floor in my Mausi’s room, in the 
usual scorching summer afternoon of 
Raipur, I remember picking up a book 
with a green cover. It was 1979, and by 
then my Nana had moved from Bhopal 
to Raipur. I didn’t drop it till I finished it 
late that night. The back-flap listed the 
author’s other books. The next morn-
ing, I went with Nana, who dropped me 
at his university’s library, which by then 
was used to the odd requests of a kid. 
They searched for the other books, 
and got me Under the Sea Wind and The 
Edge of the Sea. 

Mausi and I fought the next two 
nights. She wanted me to switch off the 
lights, and I would not, lost as I was in 
Rachel Carson’s lyrical conjuring of the 
wonder of nature, magical enough to 
vanquish the atrocities of the Raipur 
summer. Ever since, a copy of Silent 
Spring has been with me, like the Gita or 
the Bible. And Rachel (she can’t be 
called Carson) is among my heroes.

Some years ago, I started going regu-
larly to Washington DC. On every visit, I 
would think of trying to meet Lewis. 
And then my courage would fail. I was 
afraid that I would start crying when I 
saw him. He was himself and that was 
enough. But he was also King and Gan-
dhi, and Selma and Dharasana. Not only 
because he crossed that bridge in 1963, 
but because he had kept crossing the 
bridge to good trouble, every day, since. 

On 16 July 2020, I read one of 
Rachel’s countless resplendent lines 
again: “Against this cosmic background 
the lifespan of a particular plant or ani-
mal appears, not as drama complete in 
itself, but only as a brief interlude in a 
panorama of endless change.” The next 
day, the 80-year-old Lewis passed away. 
And it dawned on me how completely 
wrong my hero Rachel was. 

The life of Lewis and Rachel’s own 
life are no brief interludes. But eternal 
flames of moral clarity and courage. 
When I fail to carry that fire, you and 
others still will. Because they lived. 

T
he crashing monsoon rain beyond
the shut windows and the hushed
tones is as alive as this morning.

Blurting out my defiance of insufferable 
oppression with all the might of a seven-
year-old is also vivid. So is the cutting 
glare from my Mausi (aunt), my best 
friend, barely having entered college 
then, and her whispered warning, “You 
will also be jailed and so will all of us.” 
All this in the dining room of my Nana’s 
(maternal grandfather’s) bungalow in 
Bhopal, back in 1975.

Then they went back to talking about
“JP, George and Dharia” in low voices. 
At some point, I heard Nana mention 
a king, and that had he been alive, 
he would have come, to struggle in 
solidarity, for the freedom of the people 
who gave him Gandhi. 

These days, about once a year, I run 
past that house—as all the others I have 
lived in—and their memories in that city 
which is home. Remembrances of that 
distant a time, form as they did in a 
child’s head, must be jumbled. But not 
in mine. I asked Nana who this king of 
ours was, who could not come to save 
us. That is how I first heard of him— 
when Nana said, “Not the king, but 
Martin Luther King, Junior.” Since 
then, King and Gandhi have lived 
together in my head. Even when I have 
playfully jostled with who was the bet-
ter of the two, they were inseparable.

By the time the Emergency was lifted,

Gandhi, King, Lewis and others 
who lit an eternal flame of valour
We should pass the inspiration we have gained from our childhood heroes down the generations

ANURAG BEHAR
is CEO of Azim Premji Foundation and also 

leads sustainability initiatives for Wipro Ltd

A
 few indicators of economic
activity had looked up in May, as
India began to reopen for busi-
ness after a prolonged covid
lockdown, but since then, this
incipient recovery appears to

have lost momentum. Key aspects of the pre-
vailing gloom are captured by the latest update 
of the Mint Macro Tracker published in this 
newspaper on Wednesday. Of the 16 big varia-
bles under its watch, 12 were in the red—that is, 
doing worse than their five-year average per-
formance. While tractor sales bounced up in 
June, consumption measures such as sales of 
passenger vehicles and air tickets showed a 
crash. Industrial production, non-food bank 
credit, rail freight traffic and core infrastruc-
ture growth clawed back in May and June from 
earlier depths, but not enough to return to 
their pre-covid trends. If the external sector 
had better numbers, it was because foreign 
reserves stayed high and imports shrunk even 
more than exports, resulting in a positive trade 
balance for a change. The broad picture is not 
just dismal, it seems to confirm what was feared 
in April—that a revival would not be a simple 
matter of unlocking our economy. Ravaged by 
an abrupt halt of commerce and wracked by 
uncertainty, it needs more than just a simple 
restoration of supply. Demand matters, too, 
and it looks too weak to get back up on its own. 

Unfortunately, July figures may not be much
better than June’s. The question of a post-lock-
down rebound in growth was always based on 
hope more than a realistic assessment of this 
crisis. It is not just a failure to contain the 
spread of coronavirus that has resulted in out-
put forecasts for 2020-21 getting grimmer. 

Some analysts now expect our gross domestic 
product to contract by even more than 5%, 
with the second half of the year showing only 
mild improvement over the first. Off-and-on 
curbs on business operations have played a 
role in this, with a patchwork of intermittent 
lockdowns under local authorities bringing 
back memories of our permit raj days, when 
petty officials would encash their power to 
badger private producers. But a bigger reason 
for the economy’s dim outlook is compressed 
expenditure by private agents, the classic 
cause of a deep recession. Yes, it is true that our 
rural sector has not been as badly hit as the rest 
of India. It is also undeniable that some retail 
investors appear gung-ho on stock market 
speculation. Yet, as things stand, the impulse 
to spend rather than conserve cash is unlikely 
to stage a sudden comeback even if a vaccine 
were to overcome health anxieties.

So far, the Centre has been signalling a need
to abide by pre-covid fiscal restraints, hinting 
of stimulus measures aimed at demand only 
later, once the pandemic is past its peak. This 
frame of analysis adheres too strongly to the 
notion that it is always unwise for a govern-
ment to spend beyond its means. It also seems 
to assume that the economy will get going by 
itself after covid-19 recedes as a scare. Further, 
it seems to ignore its underlying weaknesses. 
These were visible in flagging sales in various 
sectors even before the virus showed up, possi-
bly an outcome of sclerotic investment. The 
relief package unveiled by the government in 
May seems too reliant on credit disbursals to 
prove very effective. It is time to spur demand 
directly, lest revenue collections drop even 
more, making a worrisome situation worse.

A recovery that has very 
little steam of its own

An incipient revival of the Indian economy after the lockdown seems to have stalled. Merely 

unlocking India is not enough and demand looks too weak to r ise without government help
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News that Goldman
Sachs has banned

the use of profanity in
emails shouldn’t surprise
anyone. After all, it
wasn’t too long back that
an email describing a
deal as s@#*ty came back
to haunt the investment
bank. At a Senate
investigation into alleged
irregularities at Goldman
Sachs, senator Carl Levin
used the s@#*ty word as
a punctuation mark,
uttering it at least 21
times. Suffice it to say
that he made an impact.
Would the impact have
been the same had the
deal been described as
“very bad”? In semantic
terms, maybe not, but
there would have been
no other difference.
The Senate would have
still wanted to know
why Goldman Sachs was
recommending a scheme
its own internal emails
described as “very bad”.

At a time when John
Doe thinks Wall Street
bankers are all a*@#%̂ *s,
banks do not need to get
employees to work on
their English. But some
work in math and
finance may help.

QUI CK EDI T

What the
fxxx?

Mint is also a vailable f or Rs5.50 with Hindus tan T imes under a c ombo off er

CLEARING HOUSE

GST,astep
closer to
realization

BY SURABHI AGARW AL

surabhi.a@livemint.com
·························
NEW DELHI

T
he efforts to usher in a
goods and services tax
(GST) received a big

boost with the states as well as
the Centre agreeing to the set-
ting up of a clearing house to
resolve tax collections and
credits under the National Se-
curities Depository Ltd
(NSDL), India’s oldest deposi-
tory, as a special purpose ve-
hicle.

This entity will then be spun
off as an independent compa-
ny in which NSDL will retain
10% and the balance will be
distributed between the Centre
and the states. A meeting of
the empowered committee of
state finance ministers, sched-
uled for 4 August, is to decide
on the proportion of the equity
share between the Centre and
the states.

The in-principle approval to
go ahead with a clearing house
was accorded at the last meet-
ing of the empowered commit-
tee on 21 July.

The clearing house, a key
part of the GST architecture, is
expected to ease the creation
of the common market, ensure
that each state gets its share of
revenue and also provide use-
ful tax information to the au-
thorities. The proposal envis-
ages a standard electronic re-
turn, which each of the esti-
mated eight million
establishments will be re-
quired to file every month.

To facilitate the implementa-
tion of the clearing house, the
department of revenue, under
the ministry of finance, has no-
tified a group under the chair-
manship of Nandan Nilekani,
head of the Unique Identifica-
tion Authority of India. Apart
from Nilekani, the group for
GST (IT infrastructure) includes
Y.G. Parande, member, Central
Board of Excise and Customs
(CBEC); K. Jose Cyriac, addi-
tional secretary, revenue; Satish
Chandra, member-secretary,
empowered committee; and
F.M. Jaswal , director general
(systems), CBEC. The commit-
tee will also include two state
government representatives.

“ Institutions such as NSDL
may have the experience of

handling volume as the nature
of such transactions would re-
quire,” said Guru Malladi,
partner of audit and consulting
firm Ernst and Young . NSDL
also operates the tax informa-
tion network on the direct tax-
es side.

The GST clearing house will
be similar to a stock exchange.
All the states will be members
and the agency will make sure
tax revenue is transferred to
the right state after every
transaction.

The backbone needs to meet
three conditions to start opera-
tions: businesses must be able
to register online, taxes can be
paid after self-assessment and
returns can be filed online.

“The clearing house mecha-
nism is very industry-friendly
as it will eliminate the hassle
for dealers to register in all the
states,” said Pratik Jain, execu-
tive director at audit and con-
sulting firm KPMG.

GST is an attempt to trans-
form India’s indirect tax sys-
tem by dismantling fiscal bar-
riers between states and creat-
ing a common market. It is ex-
pected to lower operating costs
for businesses and lower pric-
es for consumers.

The states, through the em-
powered committee of state fi-
nance ministers, in November
proposed a clearing house
model and dubbed it IGST (in-
ter-state transactions of goods
and services). The finance
ministry accepted the IGST
proposal in January.

In its report on 9 June, Mint
had reported that the govern-
ment could skip some time-
consuming steps involved in
using third parties to create the
backbone for GST in order to
fast-track the process as the 1
April deadline for implement-
ing GST is fast approaching.

The movewill ensure
each stategets its
share of revenue and
provide tax information
tothe authorities

HD TELECAST

Doordarshan getsa
Gamesmascot: DD
B Y A BH I LASH A OJHA

abhilasha.o@livemint.com
·······················
NEW DELHI

Poli ticians may be taking
potshots at Suresh Kal-

madi, the man organizing the
October Commonwealth
Games in New Delhi; main-
stream media may be high-
l ighting the city’s lack of pre-
paredness for the event; and
several high-profi le sport-
spersons may have already
indicated their unavailabi l i ty
for the Games, but India’s
state-owned national broad-
caster is excited about the
event.

Excited enough, in fact, to
get i tself a mascot for the
event, which it wi l l telecast in
high definition (HD), no less.

Prasar Bharati , the state-
owned broadcaster that has
the exclusive rights to tele-
cast the event, has named the
mascot DD, after i ts flagship
channel Doordarshan . DD
(the mascot) is to be used to
promote the HD telecast of
the event on DD (the chan-
nel); this wil l be the first time
the Games wil l be broadcast
in HD.

“The mascot has been cre-
ated to generate audience in-
terest for the Commonwealth
Games,” said Aruna Sharma,

director general of Doordar-
shan.

The mascot, which looks
l ike a mechanical insectoid,
integrates the national chan-
nel’s logo and abbreviated
name.

To be launched in the first
week of August, DD (the mas-
cot) has been conceptual ized
by Ogilvy and Mather (India)
Ltd (O&M) at a cost of rough-
ly Rs2 crore. O&M had creat-
ed the award-winning
Zoozoos for telecom operator
Vodafone Essar Ltd.

The mascot wil l be used on
all the five Doordarshan
channels that wil l showcase
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Maruti plans
general
insurancefirm
forcustomers
B Y A NIRUD H L ASK AR &

SHALLY SETH

·························
MUMBAI

Banned by the Insurance
Regulatory and Develop-

ment Authority (Irda) from
selling motor insurance to its
customers, Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Ltd, the nation’s largest
passenger car maker, is look-
ing to float a general insurance
firm with a local partner.

The company had been sell-
ing motor insurance under its
umbrella brand, Maruti Insur-
ance, since 2002.

In fiscal 2010 alone, it sold at
least 2.5 million policies, but
won’t be selling any more as
the regulator has cancelled its
agency licence, according to
an Irda official familiar with
the development.

The move came after insur-
ance companies alleged that
Maruti service stations were
inflating bills and pushing
them into losses through hefty
claims.

“We are recasting our busi-
ness model as directed by Irda.
In the meantime, we are en-
suring that there is no impact
on customers,” said Kanwal-
deep Singh, general manager
(corporate) at Maruti Suzuki .
“We are looking at floating a
new insurance company in
joint venture with an Indian
company. It may also be a
three-way joint venture.”

Foreign companies can’t
hold more than 26% of any In-
dian insurance venture. With
Japanese parent Suzuki Motor
Corp. holding a majority stake
in Maruti, it will not be able to
hold a 74% stake because of its
overseas partner’s indirect
holding. This means it will be a
three-way joint venture.

“Considering the scale of
Maruti’s operations, it would
benefit both Maruti and its
customers,” said an insurance
expert at a large consultancy
company, who did not want to
be named. Globally, there have
been instances where the car
makers themselves have en-
tered into the motor insurance
business to cater to their cus-
tomers.

For instance, Ford Motor Co.
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True peace is not  m erely 
the absence of  tension , 

i t  is the presence 
of  just ice.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

is a member of the Kris 

Gopalakrishnan committee on 

non-personal data governance 

and works with IT for Change, 

an NGO

Note that the report does not call for the
sharing of data that is private to a business;
rather, only such data need be shared that is
collected from sources not owned by it, and
is about others in the community. Further,
all businesses, while having to share data,
also get access to the data gathered by other
businesses, which could be a considerable
net gain. Digital businesses must shift from
data hoarding as a key competitive advan-
tage to devising innovative uses of widely-
shared data for the benefit of consumers. All
players could gain from such a shift, so
would the Indian economy, and it could help
India avoid an abject dependence for its AI
needs on the two global AI superpowers.

In a digital age, being self-sufficient in
terms of AI is central to any conception of an
Atmanirbhar Bharat. This requires India’s
data to be made widely available for use by
the Indian AI industry. For this, the Gopala-
krishnan panel seeks legislation and a new
regulator. India has considerable technical
capabilities in AI; data availability would ena-
ble a robust AI industry to emerge. Once the
process is set in motion, positive feedback
loops will keep improving AI technology as
well as data availability. This is a reliable
route to an India that is self-sufficient in AI.
 These are the author’s personal views

erning non personal data, led by Infosys
co-founder Kris Gopalakrishnan, recently
put out its draft report for public consulta-
tion. At the report’s core is an effort to ensure
that non-personal data is actually shared and
made available widely to enable the develop-
ment of a strong domestic AI industry. The

report characterizes data
collected from a commu-
nity or society as “commu-
nity data”, and asks for it to
be shared for the commu-
nity or society’s benefit.
Such data should be availa-
ble to the local AI industry.

Data being a highly val-
ued resource, enforcing its
sharing would require a
legal basis. The panel has
gone to a considerable
length to develop a con-
ceptual framework for this.
Since such community

data is about—and arises from—the commu-
nity, it is considered to “own” it. All collec-
tors of such data can only do so on the
implicit condition that it will be made availa-
ble to startups, if sought. This would be
legally enforceable, thanks to “community
ownership” of data.

countries will be “forced to negotiate with
whichever country supplies most of their AI
software—China or the United States—to
essentially become that country’s economic
dependent, taking in welfare subsidies in
exchange for letting the ‘parent’ nation’s AI
companies continue to profit from the
dependent country’s
users”. Observers such as
Elon Musk and the late Ste-
phen Hawking have
warned of the unprece-
dented dangers of a con-
centration of AI power.

What are the options for
countries like India to
retain AI independence
and self-sufficiency? AI
strategies cannot just hope
for greater data sharing.
There is no reason for
global AI monopolies to
voluntarily share their data
hoards for the facilitation of domestic start-
ups that would compete with them. Some
form of mandatory sharing of data is thus
being mulled in places like the EU, UK,
France and Germany. 

It was against this backdrop that a com-
mittee set up by India’s government on gov-

AI power, the field has basically become a
race between the US and China. All other
countries are fast being left behind. The
International Monetary Fund’s chief
recently expressed fears of a “digital Berlin
Wall”, with countries forced to pick a side. 

To avoid becoming AI dependent, coun-
tries and regions like the UK, France, Euro-
pean Union (EU) and India are shaping their
AI strategies towards establishing a strong
domestic AI industry. AI has two elements:
one is the technology itself, and the other is
the social element of intensive, granular
information about potential subjects of AI,
or what we call data.

While also providing directions for tech-
nical development, AI strategies of most
countries focus on widespread availability of
data for the development of their domestic
digital industries. The US occupies the top
AI position, partly because its first-mover
digital platforms have gained from network
effects, turning many of them into global
data monopolies. Only China has been able
to match the US, because its internet fire-
wall—first set up for political reasons—let
local data companies emerge, develop
quickly, and become globally competitive.

Kai-Fu Lee, AI scientist and businessman,
wrote in The New York Times that all other

A plan for  Indian self-sufficiency in an AI-dr iven world
PARMINDER JEET SINGH

Ensuring wide 

data availability 

may help India 

develop its AI 

industry and 

avoid external 

dependence



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 30th July 

 



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 30th July 

 



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 30th July 

 



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 30th July 

 



Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 30th July 

 


