Important Editorials from Read to Succeed 19t October

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

10

\ THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY,OCTOBER 19,2020

s THE EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
THE GOVERNMENT ONLY GIVES SUBSIDIES FOR
NITROGENOUS FERTILISERS. WITH THE RESULT, FARMERS
DO NOT APPLY BALANCED FERTILISERS. — M S SWAMINATHAN

ThelndianEXPRESS  Hathras and truth machine

2 FOUNDED By =
RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

A BEGINNING

Elected district development councils must be a first stepin
kickstarting political process in J&K — not a substitute for it

INVOLVES US ALL

HE AMENDMENTS TO the Jammu & Kashmir Panchayati Raj Act to facili-

“

Narcoanalysis would invite a public/media trial
which manipulates science, favours the dominant

JINEE LOKANEETA

‘THE BRUTAL KILLING and alleged gangrape
of a 19-year-old Dalit woman in Hathras,
Uttar Pradesh, has renewed attention on

tate direct electi oflocal thedistrictde-
velopment council, i tokickstart process
in the Union Territory, d political ener: h

August 5,2019 environment, espeaally inthe Valley,and pave the way for
all those desirous of finding a political foothold in “naya” Kashmir. With the holding of
Assemhly elections tied to the contentious delimitation exercise, and gwen that partici-

ertain with regional political
hood and special status, election to the DDCs will be a first test of l\ow deep the waters
really run. The Centre may calculate that getting enough people to contest the DDC elec-
tions would help weaken the Gupkar narrative, which in its third reiteration last week,
following the release of PDP chairperson Mehbooba Mufti, resulted in the coming to-
gether of the regional parties asa People's Alliance. The recently created Apni Party, hacked
out from the PDP, has been itching for a role.

entral to polic-
ingin India, Widespread outrage erupted as
the police initially considered it a case of
murder and later sought to deny the rape.
The Uttar Pradesh government announced
on October 2 its intent to use narcoanalysis
on thevictim's family, the accused and neg-
ligent state officials. Narcoanalysis is the use
ofadrug— sodium pentothal —ona person
to ostensibly induce truth with the help of
forensic psychologists. The lack of validity
and reliability of narcoanalysis is well known,
though rarely acknowledged.

“The notification of this desire to use nar-

fornom-

inations in previous ctions, may also see the DDCs s a career
The BIPis waitingn the wings, too. Earlier the DDC wasfilled The

coanalysis despite disavowal by the scien-
tific is not just about the tech-
nique itself. It is symptomatic of the
investigative practices of Indian policing.

ra(lonale behind holding direct elections to 14 DDC Consllluencles ineachdistrictis that
DDCsameas-
ure of credibility. The initial responses of the NC nd PDP have predictably not been
favourable. PDP leader Naeem Akhtar, for instance, has said the move is aimed at depoliti-
cisation by cutting up the UT into “district assemblies”, and to reduce Kashmiri political
aspiration to the solving of district level water-electricity-road problems.
For the DDC elections to achieve the Centre's many objectives, the entire exercise will
down.Inthat
appear

election, i litthe
in public because they feared for their lives, Those who won, some of them because they
were the only contestants in their halqas, did not surface for months afterwards. In many
panchayathalgas there were no candidates and the lections could not be held.Inthe DDC

N functions to create a public
spectacle of “truth claiming” in the garb of
science, thereby reinforcing the role that co-
erced confessions play in media trials and
the legal system. In the Hathras case, it fur-
ther victimises the Dalit woman’s family by
publicly contesting their version.
Popularised in the US in the 1920-30s by
DrRobert House, the US criminal justice sys-
temhad abrief fascination with narcoanaly-
sis. It was rejected by the CIA after experi-
‘mentsin the 19505, and it continues to make
rare appearances. The Indian fascination
with narcoanalysis began i the late 19805
appeared in complaints to

elections,theNCand PDF
weighitagainst the price of participation. They do not have an easy choice, but they would
dobete toengage withthe poitical proces, even s they oppose, e and debate. The
Centre, too,

onary example of how an elected body with no pomerseceeto lay mads and repair the

greaterau-

tonomy.Tt tatehood to J&K has to be prioritised, and Assembly elections.

TINKERING AT MARGINS

Caponsubsidised fertiliser merely addresses issue of its
diversion, doesn't fix real problem — overuse by farmers

TS OVER A decade since a so-called nutrient-based suhsldy (NBS) regime for
fertilisers was instituted. By linking subsidy t rather than
products per se, NBS was expected to wean away farmers from applying too
much urea containing only nitrogen. But the actual results prove otherwise.
Between 2009-10and 2019-20, urea rose from 26.7 million tonnes

(mt) to 33.7 mt. While overall fertiliser increased from 53.4 mt to 61.7 mt,

urea’s share went up from below half to 54.6 per cent during this perlod The reason for

ince April 2010, il price

(MRP)of urea has been raised by hardly 11 per cent, from Rs 4,830 to Rs 5,360 per tonne.

The MRPs of other fertilisers — which were decontrolled, with the government only giv-

ing a per-tonne subsidy based on their nutrient content — have gone up from 2.5 to four

0 years. Since NB lyinother even
asurearemains under ‘price control, farmers are using more, not less, of !he latter.
agronol
and environmental disaster. The basic MRP of urea hasn't been revised at all in its nearly
six-and-a-halfyears. Instead of bringing urea under NBS — which would push up ts MRP
closer to s 10,000 per tonne at the current per-kg subsidy for nitrogen present in other

il ins. Thatincludes

compulsory neem-coating of al e from December 2015)and making fertiliscr sub-

sxdy payment to companie: uponac
“hines with ‘biometric (fromMarch 2018).

There'sa plan next, as reported by this newspaper, to cap the total number of subsidised

fertiliser bags that any person can purchase during an entire cropping season. But these

‘measures merely address the issue of subsidised fertilisers, especxa]ly urea gemng ch—

‘even non-agri

feed makers. They don't fix the real p foveruse by far Ifurez

is heavily under-priced, they will apply three bags when two or less would suffice.

Urea has to come under NBS. A politcaly feasible way to doitis by hikingts MRP toRs

mustshoulder muchof

the National Human Rights Commission
about lie detectors being used alongside a
druginthe 1990s, butgained prominencein
the 2000s. Almost all major cases involved
its use, including the Aarushi-Hemraj mur-
ders in 2008, Mumbai blast case in 2006,
‘Telgi scam case,and Nithari 2005-2006, with
videos often leaked as “truth”.

In2010 the Indian Supreme Court ruled
that consentwas required for the use of nar-

Asking the victim’s family to
undergo narcoanalysis in a
context where Dalit victims
are often disbelieved is
primarily meant to contest
or proclaim their narratives
publicly as alie—
victimising them once again.
Saying that police/officials
are to be subject to the same
technique is reflective of a
desire to restrict the
negligence to a few bad
apples — as opposed to the
recognition of a systemic
injustice, making justice in
this case even more elusive.

coanalysis,le detectors and brain scans and
made evidence as a result of the techniques
inadmissible. The Court stopped short of
striking them down as inherently unaccept-
able under the right against self-incrimina-
tion (Article 20 (3)) and right tolife and I
erty (Article 21) of the Indian C

sinceitstandsin for the voice of science and
the expert claimed by the government to
proclaim truth even as the technique s re-
jected by the scientific community.
Thediscussion on narcooften tends tore-
inforce the legitimacy of techniques that co-

The lack of a decisive rejection of narco-
analysis that medical ethics scholar Amar
Jesani calls pharmacological forture has al-
Towed the spectre of this technique to haunt
different sites of policing in India, in turn
encouraging coerced information or invol-
untary confessions.

Narcoanalysis (alongside brain scans
and lie detectors, that I term “truth ma-
chines” in my book) is represented often as
a scientific solution to police torture,
Reports of custodial violence in
Maharashtra resulted in senior police offi-
cers sending out amemo urging the use of
truth machines. The Delhi High Court has
recently asked the Delhi Government about
the lack of narco test facility in the capital
and the suspects are taken to Ahmedabad
for narcoanalysis. Recently, the Aam Aadmi
Party Government has promised the High
Court that arrangements have been made
to set up this narco facility, as if it is a state
of the art technique rather than a coercive
and unreliable medico-legal one.

By mentioning the use of narcoanalysis
on the accused, the victim's family and the
policefofficials, the UP Government s invit-
ing a public/media trial which utilises sci-
enceinits popular construction and willin-
evitably favour those who are dominant in
society. As Dalit feminists have noted, pro-
visions of the Prevention of Atrocities Act
have to be central in the Hathras case
against the upper caste men involved in the
alleged gang rape and those state officials
who were negligent in their duty. While a
media trial is already visible, and medico-
legal evidence of rape is already subject to
manipulation, mention of narco is notable

he per-
sons, sometimes in conjunction with torture
or through a process of hypnotic suggestions.
These tests are by themselves coercive and
often used to get confessions/informationin
theinvestigative processitselfand, like phys-
ical torture, are unreliable. Thus, each time
narcoanalysis is mentioned in a high-profile
case, itreactivates atendency of Indian polic-
ing to precisely highlight techniques that
force the body to betray itself. The popular
campaign to challenge the trial court verdict
in the Aarushi-Hemraj case had similarly
highlighted the narco results of Hemraj's
friends as a way to strengthen their argu-
ments, thereby contributing to the relegit-
imising of these techniques.

The Hathras case, in highlighting narco-
analysis, reminds us how confessions/infor-
‘mation are often a part of a media trial, and
techniques that enable the body to forcibly
betray itself are violative of human dignity
and should be disallowed. Asking the victim's
family to undergo narcoanalysis in a context
where Dalit victims are often disbelieved is
primarily meant to contest or proclaim their
narratives publicly asa lie — victimising them
once again. Saying that police/officials are to
be subject to the same techniqueis reflective
of adesire to restrict the negligence to a few
bad apples — as opposed to the recognition
of asystemicinjustice, making justice in this
case even more elusive.

Thewriter s Professor in Political Science &
International Relations at Drew University.
Sheis author of The Truth Machines:
Policing, Violence and Scientific
Interrogations i India (Univ of Michigan
Press, Orient Blackswan, 2020)

Frurt Or REFORM

New legal framework for contract farming benefits farmer, consumer, investor

, 7
SUDHIR SITAPATI

SANTOSH GANAR OWNS two acres of land in
Raigadhin coastal Maharashtra —home of the
Alphonso mango. Yet he chooses to plant
cheap rice rather than lucrative mangoes.
When | asked him why he replied that he
would love to plant mangoes. Rice gives him
justRs 30,000 per acre while mangoes would
earn 10 times as much. But he could not af-
ford the initial investment of an “elevated
bund” for the mangoes, nor survive the five-
year waiting period for the trees to yield fruit.

He also added, with a hint of schaden-
freude, that his friends who have orchards
complain of wasting almost half their man-
goes since they are not able to reach the mar-
kets on time. This COVID-filled year was the
worst, as most mangoes remained unsold.
Ganartold me how he saw pot-bellied mon-
keys, surrounded by half-eaten mangoes,
snoring in his friend’s orchard. His friend
didn't find it necessary to shoo them away
with catapults.

‘The biggest problem the poorinIndia face
is risk mitigation. Since they do not have sav-

10000 y ing phospho-

ngs,

rus, potast byRs 1500-2000 pertonne.Inthe

long run, NBS itself bya ﬂa[per acre cash

purd fertili .Thanm dand customised products ¢

justother nutrients, but more efficiently than urea.
FrEEZE FRAME EP Unny

‘minimail youorTwould.
Asa consequence they remain stuck ina
poverty trap, growing cheap rice instead of
valuable mangoes. Policymakers the world
over have come up withavariety of capital in-
vestment and risk mitigation instruments —
such as micro-credit loans — for the poor to
‘make money while protecting them against
risk. The tragedy of the Indian farmer — who
constitute 40 per cent of the country and an
even higher percentage of its poor — is that
India’s farm laws have prevented these risk-
‘mitigation instruments from reaching them.

Under the laws that governed India until

the third week of September, farmers could
only sell to the local mandi or agricultural mar-
ket. The risk-mitigation methods that “con-
tract farming” provide were illegal, The old
Jaws — enacted to protect farmers like Ganar
— ensure that they never make enough
money to leave poverty.

Ganar’s sorrow is also the sorrow of the
consumer since the old laws did not result in
fruit being available at a low price for con-
sumers. Quite the opposite.

Fruits are not just expensive compared to
other carbohydrates in India — A 100 Kcal of
energy from fruits costs five times that from
rice — but they are also 20 per cent more ex-
pensive than even the westernworld. Asare-

said that he'd happily give a 40 per cent dis-
count and still earn Rs 3 lakh. He would still
make 10 times more than he makes today.
But his investor, an expert in mango cultiva-
tion with better access to markets (and
doubtless better methods to shoo away mon-
keys)would make the full potential of the acre
— Rs five lakh. After paying Ganar and ac-
counting for a return on investment the in-
vestor would still be left with a surplus. Ina
competitive market,the consumer would get
cheaper mangoes.

‘This is an example of “contract-farming”
— one that would benefit the farmer, the in-
vestor, and the consumer. An acre of land
yielding Rs 30,000 starts yielding Rs 5 lakh.

sult,Indians eat fewer
Based on a NIN-ICMR report of 2019, I esti-
matethatndianseatonly 22 grams of uita

Butforall Ganar
orthe: mvesmrhaveagreed toa“contract” that
was not legally binding? Ganar could cheat

0f100 -and decide tosell
grams And this acute deficiency in fruns is  full price five years later. The investor could
much thepoor.  cheat Ganar and not buy the mangoes he fi-

Under the laws that
governed India until the

“This is a particular tragedy because fruits
provide the most benefit of all food classes —
they give protection and immunity through

nally produces. And in a year of mango glut,
when forced to buy all of Ganar’s mangoes,
how cou]d the investor have stored it for the

micronutr

third week of September
farmers could only sell to the
local mandi or agricultural
market. The risk-mitigation
methods that ‘contract
farming’ provide were illegal.
The old laws — enacted to
protect farmers like Ganar —
ensure that they never make
enough money to leave
poverty.

ﬁcxent inVitamin A, zinc, Vitamin Cand iron.
‘The last two make anaemia the number one
public health challenge that India faces. We
haveasituation where horticulture s saddled
with unviability for the farmer and unafford-
ability for the consumer.

Iasked Ganar, that if ffered to

nextye: listed un-
der the Essenual Commodities Act (ECA).
‘The three agriculture bills change all this
by providing the legal framework for con-
tract-farming. This is the essence of the re-
form, not the circumventing of mandisor the
ECA. And it will benefit everyone — farmers,

investinamangoorchard in hisland, pay him
what he loses in not planting rice till the
mango trees gave fruit and agreed to buy all

-onsumers. All except the mon-
keys who have grown fat on years of anti-
quated agricultural policies.

the rew on
later, how much discount would he give his
benefactor? Without batting an eyelid Ganar

Thewriter Hindustan
Unilever and s the Co-Chair of the Cll Food
Processing Committee. Views are personal

OcTOBER 19,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM RESTIVE AGAIN

ITWAS NOT good on the part of the All
Assam Students Union and the All Assam
Gana Sangram Parishad to resume their ag-
itation as the talks had not completely bro-
ken down completely on the foreign na-
tionals’ issue in Assam, Union Home
Minister Giani Zail Singh said. Speaking to
newsman at Madras, the Home Minister
said the government was ready to continue
the talks with the agitators for which the
date would be announced soon. Drawing
attention to the cut-off point, Zail Singh re-
futed the contention that the government
had gone back further from its original
stand. He, however, said that the govern-

‘ment was firm on the 1971 cut-off date.

SINO-INDIAN TIES

A SENIOR CHINESE leader says Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi has “taken a resolute
step to improve relations and the Chinese
leadership welcomes this”. Tan Zhen Lin,
vice-chairman of the Standing Committee
of the Chinese National People’s Congress
recalled the friendly relations between
India and China during the days of
Jawaharlal Nehru and rued that the rela-
tions had become sour for some time.Inan
interview with the UNI, Tan called for more
frequent contacts between Indians and
Chinese in various fields. Exchange of visits

New Delhi

by professionals alone was not enough. He
referred to the Cultural Revolution and said
that because of “the terrible disorder it
caused” the Chinese economy is in many
respects far more underdeveloped than
ndia’s.

IrAN WarMS Up To US
IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER Mohammad Ali
Rajai said thata decision on the 52 American
hostages was not far off and that Iran be-
lieved that the US had already apologised for
supporting the deposed Shah. When asked if
the decision would be taken before the
American elections, he said “the moment the
Majlis takes a decision”.
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS S

“We will be existing alongside this lethal virus for many months to come; the

need for national unity in the face of
challenges has never been greater.”

its immense social, financial and health
—THEOBSERVER

How to Make You Wear a Mask

The concept of public goods can be experimentally put to use in the current pandemic for a social cause

SouMya KANTI GHOSH

THEREIS A direct linkage between the RBI
governor’s statement on October 9 and the
Nobel Prize in economics that was awarded
to Robert Wilson and Paul Milgrom on
October 12. The statement by the governor
thatyield curve control and financial mar-
ket stability are public goods is a stark re-
minder of the treatment of the same in
game theory, where defection among in-
dividuals/market players is random, often
resulting in least payoffs. Interestingly,
Wilson and Milgrom are also proponents
of game theory. It is an irony that the ap-
plication of game theory in macroeconom-
icsinIndia is minimal and, thus, it is always
amatter of great elation whenever we can
find alink.

First, a little titbit from this year’s Nobel
prize award in economics. This is, perhaps,
the fourth instance of a student and teacher
getting the award in the same year. The first
instance was in 2004, when Finn Kydland
and Edward Prescott were chosen for the
‘honour. Robert Wilson, besides being the
winner of the economics Nobel this year, has
three Nobel-winning PhD students — Alvin
E.Roth, Bengt Holmstrom and Paul Milgrom.

In economic parlance, public goods are
defined as non-excludable and non-rival-
rous in nature, such as law enforcement.
There is plenty of literature on the use of
public good in financial markets — if agents
cooperate well,all players have the opportu-
nity to benefi; if agents work in isolation,
allarelikely to suffer. Hence, all should have
acommon interest in reforms that will im-
prove the system for public benefit.

Garrett Hardin’s famous essay, “The
Tragedy of the Commons,” published in
Science magazine in 1968, was the earliest
example of this argument. The farmer who
added an extra cow gained an advantage
over other farmers in his village, but it also
led to an overgrazed pasture.

In the Indian context, let me provide an

which occurs when neither of the agents can
increase their payoff by unilaterally chang-
ing their actions. Thus there are four options
— both Player 1and Player 2 cooperate, both
Player 1 and Player 2 defect, Player 1 coop-
erates while Player 2 defects, and, lastly,
Player 1 defects while Player 2 cooperates.
The payoff scenarios are hypothesised
asbenefits accruing to Player 1 and Player 2
separately, when they are deciding on either
of the policy options: Cooperate or defect.
Specifically, both of them cooperating can-
not be aNash equilibrium, as both the play-
ers unilaterally will always have an incen-
tive o defect because they will get a higher

pl
public goods. One day, Emperor Akbar told
Birbal that he was planning totake a bathin
‘milkand thatall his ministers should coop-
erate and get milk to fill the bathtub.
However, each minister decided that since
‘milk was costly, he would get the water,
while the others get milk. The end result
was that all the ministers brought water.
When this experiment was done subse-
quently with proviso of a punishment,
everyone cooperated and got milk. Inasim-
ilar vein, the RBI governor communicated
through the policy that market players
should always be competitive and not com-
bative 5o as to get the best results. Central
banks can only act to oversee the market.
Against this background, it is important
to understand how the breakdown of trust
across agents in the use of public goods of-
ten results in minimal payoffs. Both agents
have two options between them — either
cooperate or defect. Thus, we effectively

payoffin such Since the sit-
uation is the same for everyone, both the
players will thus ultimately defect and re-
ceive a payoff of 0. This i the Nash equilib-
rium for this game. But this s sub-optimal as
both players get zero payoffs because of un-
coordinated behaviour. The bottomlineis an
outcome that the regulator will never want.

Let us now extend this analogy to the
Indian debt markets. The Bank of Japan was,
perhaps, the first central bank to proclaim
that the yield curve is a public good and itis
heartening to see the RBI echo the same.

In the Indian markets, it is common to
find debt market players behaving differ-
ently. For example, if one set of players act
pro-cyclically, selling government securities
‘with the RBI's monetary policy stance, the
other set of players act counter-cyclically,
buying government securities — sometimes.
both the players are combative. While there
is nothing wrong in taking two way posi-
tions in the market, lhe problem arises when

uch

have four policy andeachof the op-
tions will have a particular benefit/payoff.
Our endeavour is to find out which policy
option can resultin a Nash equilibrium,

ing that the RBI would prefet. This lso re-
sults in a yield structure not in sync with
macro fundamentals. For example, during

In cconomic parlance, public
goods are defined as non-
excludable and non-rivalrous
in nature, such as law
enforcement. There is plenty
of literature on the use of
public good in financial
markets — if agents
cooperate well, all players
have the opportunity to
benefit; if agents work in
isolation, all are likely to
suffer. The Bank of Japan
was, perhaps, the first central
bank to proclaim that the
yield curve is a public good
and it is heartening to see the
RBI echo the same

CRSasikumar

2017-18, the spread between the overnight
repo rate and the 10-year G-Sec yield had
increased to 169 basis points in February. Ti Tll

Socialism &
the pandemic

Countries more successful in curbing COVID-19
are welfare states, ruled by left-of-centre parties.

Thereisa

Snan ALam KHanN

APLEA HAS been filed before the Supreme
Court, seeking to remove the words “social-
ist” and “secular” from the Preamble of the
Constitution. But despite a persistent ero-
sion over the last couple of decades, both

rinciples Tepub-

lesson here

rapid outburstof the pandemic but wasable
to contain deaths very quickly. Till date,
Germany reported a total of 2,47,000 cases
‘with a death rate of 108 per million cases.
Germany's total expenditure on health is
about 11 per centof its GDP and this is about
one per cent more than the average spent
by other countries of the European Union
on health. Portugal, which has had a coali-
tion left-wing government for the last few
years, has contained the pandemic well.Its
democratically-planned lockdown was
eased off earlier than many other European
countries. It had a total of around 58,000
cases with 1,827 deaths. This was in stark
contrast to next-door neighbour Spain,
whlch ‘was devastated by the virus causing

29194 deaths. Portugal’s

lic our political had imagined.

‘With the embrace of neoliberal policies in
the Nineties, socialism was pushed aside.
With the ongoing pandemic, however, so-
cialism has become relevant not only for
India butalso the world. As the world grap-
ples to find a vaccine for COVID-19,a closer
inspection of the backwash of the pandemic

5percentof
its GDP. Yet another European nation which
has done well in tackling the pandemic is
Iceland, with a total of 2,121 cases and 10
deaths. Interestingly, Icelanders voted for a
majority left-wing government in the gen-
eral elections in 2017.

Even among the Latin American coun-

ocialist ideals
tobealife-saver. This needs further corrob-
oration and evaluation.
In the neoliberal world, hardly any
country can be bracketed as a purely so-
cialist nation. Counmes which prnv:de 50-

tries,

performed better than those who are pru-
dent in spending on people-centric pro-
grammes, Argentina is a classic example.
With 40,000 COVID-19 cases and 8,00
deaths, it has fared far better than most of

cialised medici hhave
evolved the model of whatis called awel-
fare state — the closest cousin of yester-

year's socialist state.
The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed
ealth-

its The countryis ruled by the

Peronists, who subscribe to more leftist

economic policies. Argentina’s population

is comparable in many respects to its

neighbouring Brazil, which has a right-
i and

of
caremodelsandpolmcal ldeologle&ltmhus

by the virus, with 3.96 million cases and

that time, sucha p
during a financial crisis.

Can we avoid such a problem of defec-
tion? The economist Elinor Ostrom had an
answer (the only woman apart from Esther
Duflo to have won a Nobel in economics).
The only way groups can avoid such a break-
down is by adhering to conditions in the
form of eight core design principles.

In a similar vein, the concept of public
goods can be experimentally put to good use
in the current pandemic for a social cause.
Suppose the government were to frame a

importanttosee:
better in this pandemic both in terms of
COVID-related morbidity and mortality and
the politicalideology which governs them.
Itis no rocket science to imagine that
those nations with good health infrastruc-
ture would do better during a pandemic.
Having said this, the response and out-
come parameters of the pandemic have
not shown such simple trends. Besides
healthcare management, it also involves
political response and will.

around 1.23 lakh deaths. Venezuela, which
has been under socialist regimes for the last
two decades, on the other hand, showed
promising outcomes during the current
pandemic. It reported 47,756 cases with
only 400 deaths.

An argument against this hypothesis
‘would be that it is difficult to compare the
Indian situation with either New Zealand,
Germany, Iceland oreven Argentinabecause
our population surpasses the combined
population of these countries. The problem

“The conc and application

policy of well-off’

ofagood public whichisan

(say, through a certification from the PM) to
co-operate and support at least one poor
household. Such incentives are extremely
important as otherwise individual house-
holds can always defect unilaterally because
it gives them a higher payoff and thus both
could end up defecting Thisis a clear exam-
ple of Jan Bhagidhari.

Similarly, wearing masks is a perfect ex-
ample of a public good, as there is always a
proviso that the person not wearinga mask
could benefitand hence, again, both defect-
ing and not wearing masks could be an
eventuality. In this case, we, however, need
aharsh punishment for those not wearing
masks. Thisisaclearexample ofan Chetna,

important component of any form of so-
cialism, appears to have had a better out-
come during the current pandemic.
Capitalist systems with privatised health-
care have fared the worst, despite a good
health infrastructure in terms of the avail-
ability of state-of-art healthcare technol-
ogy.TheUSisaclassicexample of the latter.

In terms of good response to the ongo-

ing pandemic, one country which stands
utinth aregiont land.

the marketeconom
is that they lay all problems at the doorstep
of population growth. Kerala, the best per-
forming Indian state in the current pan-
demic, is also the most densely populated.
Concernsof population growth have always
been part of a populist agenda in which the
population of the poor is the main concern.
We fail to understand that the path to pop-
ulation stabilisation passes through the
overall socio-economic developmentof the
people, and this the COVID-19 pandemic has

With around 1,757 cases and a low death
rate of 4.56 per million cases, New Zealand
has one of the best COVID-19 figures n the
world. The country is at present governed
by the Labour party, which hasleft-of-cen-

health

Clearly, adhering to Jan an
Jan Chetna, as the Prime Minister has been
espousing, requires an intelligent applica-
tion of game theory in policy making.

‘The writer, group chief economic advisor,
State Bank of India, is thankful to Sudipta
Sarangi and Indranil Bhattacharya for useful
comments. Views are personal

asapercentageofthe GDPfor New Zealand
saround 11 per cent. ForIndia, despite hav-

To conciude, a quick glance shows that
socialismis notan odd contraption ready to
fall apart. Evenints most deactivated, meta-
morphosed, desultory form, it has been a
handy weapon in successfully fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic. India’s quest for a so-
cialist system may have been waylaid but
socialist principles provide a semblance of
hoj

i
ing “socialism’”inits P
adismal one per cent.

Most European nations that have per-
formed well in the current pandemic are
thorough welfare states with socialist tilts
orleft coalitions in power. Germany had a

ope issues pertaining to peo-
ples'health eveninacountry like ours.

The writeris professor;
departmentoforthopaedics,
Allindianstitute of Medical Sciences

Numbers don'’t lie

Opposition noise cannot hide fact: UP government is committed to women'’s safety

SIDHARTH NATH SINGH

THESAFETY O

‘Women as compared 0 2016.

ority of the Uttar Pradesh government ever
since Yogi Adityanath assumed the office as
chief minister in 2017. The UP government,
under his supervision, has notonly taken ap-
propriate steps to protect women from all
kinds of crimes but has also ensured strict
punishment to the perpetrators so that po-
tential criminals mend their ways. This ap-
proach bore results and ensured that UP led
the wayin controlling rape and other heinous
crimes against women.

According to the National Crime Records
Bureau's report in 2019, the rate of rape
cases in UP was 2.8 per one lakh whereas in
2016 and 2017 the rate was around 4.6 to
4.0.1n 2019, UP ranked 26th among the to-
tal of 36 states and union territories in rape
cases. This data is a vindication of the fact
that UP is ahead of other states in terms of
controlling rape cases.

Inthe figures in “Crime in India 2018 and
2019" published by the NCRB, UPranks far be-
hind several other statesin terms of registered
cases of crimes. In other words, it is ahead of
many statesin terms of controlling crime. The
percentage of registered crimesin UPis 1092
while the percentage of its population in the
country is 16:85. Apart from this, in 2020 (till
September)UP has been able to bringabouta
42.24 per cent reduction in rape cases and
about a 39 per cent reduction in the cases of

As compared to 2019, there has been a
decrease of 2732 per cent in the incidents
of rape. The accused booked under the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act have been given harsh punish-
ment. As many as five accused have been
given the death penalty and 193 accused
have been given life imprisonment, while
721 have been

of the Hathras incident.

In a democratic setup, we often come
across debates about what should we expect
for India — a stable government or a strong
Opposition. The answer by any political
leader is that we need both.

Yes, we do need a strong Opposition but
certainly not like the currentlot. Do we need
an Opposition which is more inclined to-

under the POCSO Act.

CM Adityanath’s “zero tolerance” to-
wards crime is showing results. This can be
gauged from the fact that according to the
crime rate per one lakh population, the na-
tional average is 58.8, while UP's average is
below that at 55.7, with Assam being the

approachand adestructive mmdseland divi-
sive thought process? No.
\at we experienced in the wake of the

later jus-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CHILDREN SUFFER

THISREFERSTO the editorial, Childrenin

distress'(IE, October 16). The prolonged

closureof schools hasadded tothe plight

of students from economically weaker

sections. Many of them might never
again. Th

tice.Nov

ernment b their feet

ahigher probe and i pending in court, the
truth will come out soon. But it is alsoimper-
ative toexpose the evil designs of some indi-
viduals who have avested interestindisturb-
inglaw and order in the state.

After having spent many years in public
life, Ifind no parallel to the acts of irresponsi-
bility that the Opposition resorted to in the
Hathras incident. Besides their attempt to
spurcommunal flare-up, and caste-based ri-
ots, theirresponsible appmach shown by the

Hathrasincident:
pointment. The manner in which the entire

Opposition is depl delit at-
tempt to create a lotally wmng perception
aboutanyi beliefor thought process

isdisappointing and unacceptable. This was,

is dishonesty if not blasphemy vis-a-vis the

highestat 166. Madhya
Pradesh, West Bengal, Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh also stand above the national
average. Further, according to “Crime in
India 2019" report, the conviction rate for
crimes against women was the highest in
UP with 15,579 convictions in 2019, and
‘more than 55 per cent of the cases registered
for crimes against women and minors led
to the sentencing of the accused, whichisa
huge deterrent for anti-social elements.
Despite this track record, some political
parties and those with an alleged anti-na-
tional frame of mind tried to instigate com-
‘munal and caste-based riots on the pretext

mil-
lions of Indians. The political compulsion and
desperation of the Opposition can be under-
stood but an attempt to pollute the psyche of
the masses was nothing short of a crime.

Agood government is expected to take
prompt action in cases of crime against
women. This was done in the Hathras case.
AnFIRwas lodged promptly and subsequent
action was also taken and senior district offi-
cials supervised the entire probe. CM
Adityanath has already issued directives to
act swiftly in cases related to women. In this
case, too, he immediately set up a Special
Investigation Team to probe the incidentand

‘wisdom of the people of this country.

Asan age-old dictum says, “Falsehood is
invariably the child of fear in one form or
another.” This signifies the state of mind of
the Opposition.

A piece of advice to the Opposition — be
positive and work for the best interest of the
people, if not the government in power. Also
remember, among the other duties of the
government, one is to insulate the people
from false propagandaand thwart the threat
of nefarious rumour-mongering,

The writer is Cabinet minister in the
Uttar Pradesh

et agai as the fuure ofthese hapless

IDEAS
NLINE

VEERA MAHULI

children
Varun Das, Zirakpur

CENTRE'S BURDEN

THISREFERSTO the report, ‘Centre gives
in, sayswill borrow tomake up for states’
GSTshortfall'(IE, October 16). The Centre
tried to pass the buck to the states, in-
fringing on its commitment to fulfilling
the GST compensation. Economic logic
suggests that the Centre is best posi-
tioned to raise additional resources to
bridge the GST compensation gap.
SSPaul, Nadia

PER CAPITA MESS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Best way
out' (IE, October 16). So far, the govern-
menthasgiven catchy slogans and punch
lines with no tangible outcomes. Itis re-
grettable that while we like to be com-
paredwith developed economies, we are
lagging behind small nations like
Bangladesh in per capita GDP.

Deepak Singhal, Chernai

@ANTI-FARMER, PRO-
CORPORATE:
VARUNVERMA

FIGHT THE MOB

THIS REFERS TO the article " I'm the
unborn baby..." ( IE, October 15). I
share the writer's sentiments on the
gentle, kind and touching advertise-
ment by Tanishq which, unfortu-
nately, had to be withdrawn. There
‘was nothing objectionable in the ad-
vertisement, which promotes unity
amongst our diversity — India's
biggest strength. The issue at hand is
more ominous and reflects the in-
creasingly polarised society that we
have become. We have to fight such
faceless mobs and not capitulate.
Subhabrata Basu, Mumbai

New Delhi
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The LAC s
the new LoC

There is a structural shift at the border.
India will have to adjust its posture

ndia and China are inching their way towards a
new equilibrium on the border. The new border
equation is likely to make the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), marked by large buffer zones and
winter withdrawals, similar to the Line of Control
(LoC), marked by permanent deployments, firing
range distances, and constant friction. Managing
this transition, while restoring, to use the
euphemism adopted by both governments, “peace
and tranquility” along the border, is now the primary
challenge. During this, India must show no signs of
weakness or impatience as these will be exploited
by a China which respects only power in its rawest,
hardest sense. The two governments have been
talking at multiple levels. Despite this, they have
barely budged from their original positions and tens
of thousands of soldiers are digging in for a stand-off
that will, in all likelihood, run through the winter.
Or they could well be further rounds of fighting
designed to strengthen negotiating positions.

There has been a sharp change in the options with
New Delhi since Indian troops moved to the
heights of Chushul Ridge in late August. If China
is baulking at rolling back its intrusion along
Pangong Tso, India will not pull its soldiers back
from the heights. There is now insufficient trust
between the militaries for such a move. On paper,
this will seem as if India has conceded a chunk of
land behind its version of LAC. And all effort must
be geared even now to get China to vacate. But in
reality, neither side had “actual control” of either bits
of territory. They had been part of a no-man’s land
and their forward deployments have now shrunk
that buffer to nothing. This is a reality which Indian
border policy is adjusting to.

Restoring status quo ante would also imply
returning Sino-Indian economic relations to what
they were before. That is also out of the question.
New Delhi had once seen trade and investment as a
confidence-building exercise with Beijing.

Today, New Delhi must draft a five-year plan

to reduce China’s economic footprint in India as
much as possible. And it should be working out
how to do so in conjunction with other countries.
Peace along the border is the obvious short-term
goal, but struggle everywhere else should be India’s
new long march.

Don’t undermine SC
on Char Dham plan

big bang reforms

Cancel all licences, allow
100-odd channels, and
set up an independent
media regulatory body

sector (M&E) is a $25.7-billion

enterprise. Television accounts

for almost half of the sector at
$12.93 billion. There are 912 televi-
sion channels in India — 384 provide
news and current affairs, 528 are
general entertainment, 586 free-to-
airand 332 are pay channels. There
are 1,637 distribution platforms. Of
the 345-0dd broadcasters in the
country, only five own more than 250
of these channels. Prasar Bharti also
runs an elaborate TV network.

One of the most corrosive legacies
of liberalisation has been the
mechanical licensing of channels,
leading to their proliferation since
1992. It has led to market fragmenta-
tion, resulting in flawed/absent
revenue models. That is the root
cause of aberrations, including Tele-
vision Rating Points (TRPs)-rigging,
exorbitant carriage fees, paid news,
private treaties and substandard
content.

The recent revelations by the
Mumbai police, alleging rigging of
TRPs are, therefore, hardly surpris-
ing. Globally, 60% of broadcasting
revenues come from subscription
and 40% from advertising. In India,
100% comes from advertising. With
the revenue model being advertising-

I ndia’s media and entertainment

driven, grabbing eyeballs by what-
ever means is the only game in town.
For news and current affairs chan-
nels, the situation is worse. Industry
estimates suggest that 93% of the TV
vviewers do not watch news. So, 384
news channels kick around in 7% of
the TV universe, trying to make
money.

There are 40,000-odd people-me-
ters, mainly in metros and smaller
towns to measure the viewing habits
of 985 million people. The ratings
generated based on these then
become the currency to apportion
advertising spend. If the locations of
these people-meters are
Kknown, the system can be
gamed. With the annual
advertising spend  esti-
mated at 240,000 crore for
this genre alone, toxic con-
tent coupled with meter-fix-
ing can do wonders to a
ch:mnel 's bottom-line.

From its inception in
1996, there have been diffi-
culties regarding efficacy, credibility
and reliability of ratings data. The
number of meters deployed by the
Broadcast Audience Research Coun-
cil (BARC) now or the Television
Audience Measurement (TAM) at its
peak numbering 25,000-odd has
been considered inadequate.

‘The Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) made recommenda-
tions in 2008, 2010, and then again in
2012 as did the Amit Mitra Commit-
tee to fix the system, but nothing was
done. I reiterated that an industry

Manish
Tewari

body consisting of all stakeholders
should generate ratings. As informa-
tion and broadcasting minister, I was
swamped with complaints from
broadcasters, especially free-to-air
channels, regarding unreliable rat-
ings. I requested TRAI to give a fresh
set of recommendations to fix the
ratings mess. They did so on Septem-
ber 11, 2013.

On January 16, 2014, after Cabinet
approval, policy guidelines for rat-
ings agencies were issued. The new
regulatory architecture mandated
that no entity could have paid-up
equity in excess of 10% concurrently
in a rating agency and a
broadcast/ advertising com-
pany. An industry-led body,
BARC, finally became opera-
tional in August 2015. The
objective of the guidelines
was to obviate conflict of
interest and create a rules-
based regime where multi-
ple rating agencies, includ-
ing BARC, could operate
ensuring a non-monopolistic situa-
tion.

After an unsuccessful legal chal-
lenge to the guidelines, TAM exited
the business in August 2015. Tt
teamed up with BARC to supply rat-
ings, creating a monopoly situation
again. BARC virtually co-opted the
existing ground infrastructure of
TAM, perhaps out of economic
imperatives. Unfortunately, BARC
only the trust deficit

Sell -regulation in the media is a chimera. A media regulatory: au(lmruy of
h

toregulate bot
media

had a disproportionate influence
over it. Allegations of panel tamper-

scheduled languages and dialects.
These channels should be made

ing among other
prompted TRAI to take suo-moto
cognisance in December 2018 and
review BARC. Itissued fresh recom-
mendations in April 2020 that are yet
to be actioned. Trust issues have
beset BARC from inception. More-
over people-meters are an ossified
template in the digital age. A chip-
based anonymised TV-interfaced
data collecting system needs to
replace t.

Broadcasting needs big bang
reforms. There isn't enough space in
the market for 900-0dd TV channels.
‘The government must bite the bullet
and cancel all TV licences. There will
be litigation, arbitration and com-
pensatory pay-outs involved, but ulti-
mately it will be worth it. The gov-
ernment must then auction four TV
channels per scheduled and official
languages. There are 22 such langua-
ges, apart from Hindi and English,
‘That would make it 96

with its functioning with broadcast-
ers complaining that some “biggies”

channels. Another four-odd channels
should be auctioned for other non-

2 icand
allowed to run a mix of news and
entertainment in the specified lan-
guage genre. TRAI vide tariff orders
must fix subscription rates that
should account for 60% of channel
revenues. With 100-odd channels,
both quality of content and public
discourse would radically improve. It
‘would civilise the public discourse

elf-regulation in the media is a
chimera. The Press Council Act
should be repealed. A media regula-
tory authority of India should be stat-
utorily established to regulate both
the content and business side of
print, broadcasting and digital
‘media. It should consist of a judi-
cious mix of judges, retired editors-
in-chiefand technical experts. Com-
pletely autonomous of government,
this is an idea whose time has come.

Manish Tewari is former information
and broadcasting minister and a
Member of Parliament

The views expressed are personal

The Opposition must
respect Parliament

nal that public representatives were

loing their duty at a time of Covid-19.

It was short in days, but high on productivity

— despite many efforts to derail and disrupt.

The suspension of question hour was char-

acterised as an attack on democracy when it

was an effort to promote productivity in a

short session. There were no restrictions to

unstarred questions, special mentions and
zero hours.

‘The new spin to the “death of Parliament”
narrative is that Prime Minister (PM) Naren-
dra Modi has undermined Parliament. This
is built on the fact that he does not speak fre-
quently in Parliament and uses Twitter and
the radio to directly connect with the people.

‘The number of times a PM speaks in Par-
liament is not a measure of his political or
governance effectiveness. Nor
does this undermine Parliament
asan institution. Parliament is a
platform for all parliamentari-
ans, not just the PM and the

he recent Parliament session was
I short, but optically an important sig-

and Members of Parliament
(MPs) participated in the
debates and duri

the ordinance to lapse, which would be
absurd. In every case, ordinances issued by
this government were essential for some
urgent policy goals. One was the three farm
reforms bills. The three ordinances were
issued in June.

The opposition to these came when they
were introduced in Parliament in September.
‘This smacks of sheer political opportunism
by some in the Opposition.

There will be a legal-constitutional prob-
lem if ordinances are repeatedly re-issued as
atactic to bypass Parliament. This govern-
‘ment has not resorted to this. In any case, the
Supreme Court (SC) has held such a practice
to be a fraud on the Constitution. The Oppo-
sition narrative accepts that ordinances were
used by earlier governments but the Modi
government has used these “excessively.”
That s factually incorrect. Governments in

the past have relied on them toa
far greater degree than the

- present one. For example, in

Rajeev

1975, 29 ordinances and in 1993
and 1997, 34 ordinances were
passed. All governments use
ordinances for urgent legisla-
tions when Parliament isn't in

he Supreme Court (SC)-: inted high-p
Tred committee (HPC), which was formed in

2019 to review whether the Centre’s ambitious
Char Dham Highway Project (CDHP) needs to be
revised to minimise the ecological damage of the
fragile Himalayan region, met on October 17 to
decide the “future course of action” on the project.
But what is surprising — and wrong — is that the
meeting happened without HPC chairman Ravi
Chopra’s approval and participation. The 12,000
crore-CHDP aims to build an 889-km all-weather
road, connecting Kedarnath, Badrinath, Yamunotri
and Gangotri. According to a report in this
newspaper, some HPC members have alleged that
holding the meeting reeked of political interference.

The allegation cannot be rejected completely

because there have been several instances in the last
few months when certain members of the
independent 26-member panel have not only
undermined Mr Chopra’s authority, but tried to
weaken HPC so that the construction of CDHP
continues as planned despite environmental costs.
The panel is divided over how wide the highway
should be — HPC recommended that the width of the
road should be 5.5 metres instead of 7.5 metres to SC
in July. On September 8, SC upheld the recommen-
dation and asked the National Highways Authority
of India to reduce the width of the road for the
remaining part of the project. Mr Chopra alleged that
the Uttarakhand Public Works Department is not
implementing the SC order. Government officials
who are uncomfortable with the prescriptions of the
SC-empowered panel must realise that undermining
Mr Chopra means undermining the court itself, and
putting the ecology and citizens of the state at risk.
As this paper had said before, the Char Dham project
needs to be reviewed, and the SC needs to take a
strict view of those undermining its orders.

ing

session.
Th

the short session.

Itis insult to those who have
taken great effort to contribute to Parliament
and committee meetings to have some in the
Opposition imply that this does not matter
aslong s the PM speaks. The PM also spoke
on appropriate occasions, particularly reply-
ing to the President’s address and the bud-
get. We should celebrate that the short ses-
sion was as effective as any other in the past.
Instead, we find a few disgruntled Opposi-
tion leaders expressing outrage as things did
not go their way.

‘What the Opposition wants is to put the
brakes on the government's legislative pro-
grammes. The PM is adept at using technol-
ogy to communicate directly with the peo-
ple. To suggest that this outreach is a substi-
tute to Parliament is probably the silliest one
in the attempt to undermine Parliament.

One other criticism is that the govern-
ment is misusing ordinances to bypass Par-
liament. Every ordinance issued by the gov-
ernment has to be brought before Parlia-
ment as a Bill, unless the government wants

Opposition parties must get back to doing

‘what is expected of them — join the debate
and competition of ideas in Parliament p1i

that there is an

attempt to rake up old contro-
‘versies which the SC has earlier pronounced
on. Among these are the alleged abuse of
‘money bills, when the fact is there is no such
misuse.

In the Aadhaar bill, 2016, there were valid
reasons to label it a money bill, whose consti-
tutionality was upheld by the apex court. In
fact, the most transformative legislative
changes carried out by this government have
been through ordinary bills — the farm
reforms bill and the Citizenship (Amend-
‘ment) Act, which was passed last year.

Many Opposition parties supported these
in the Rajya Sabha. On that day, 109 mem-
bers of the National Democratic Alliance and
its friendly parties, and only 70 members of
the Opposition were present in the House.
Some disruptive Opposition parties don’t
wish to engage with the government in find-
ing a constructive solution on these bills and
nor do they have political support to stop
them. And so instead of debating and engag-
ing in a competition of ideas and ideology,
their strategy is based on obstruction under
the garh of sanctimonious outrage.

Any genuine discourse on ways to
improve and strengthen our democracy isa
good thing. In the current context, the disre-
spectful conduct of some Opposition leaders
needs to be examined and explained. This,
‘more than anything else, threatens to lower
the prestige of Parliament.

Mercifully, people can see through these
tactics. They will elect and re-elect those who
value and respect our democracy and under-
take their obligations to public service with
sincerity and respect.

‘The voters have indicated that in 2014 and
again in 2019, The declining numbers of
rupters in Parliament is the voters’ way uf
signalling this fact. I hope Opposition parties
will stop this strategy and get back to doing
what is expected of them — join the debate
and competition of ideas in Parliament.

Rajeev Chandrashekhar is a
Member of Parliament
‘The views expressed are personal

HARSH VARDHAN
\.’

[Kerala] is paying the price of
its ... negligence. There were

huge congregations during
Onam and adequate
safety measures

were not taken.

HT

India must wage an

immediate,

unified

war against pollution

one could see the stars shining

brightly. This is worrisome. It is
usually closer to Diwali that Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR) witness such
bad weather conditions.

If this is the situation right now, what
will things like be in November? The mem-
ories of a horrifying November 2019 are still
fresh in our minds. The air quality then had
reached such a critical level that the govern-
‘ment had to ban activities such as construc-
tion, brick kilns, crushers and diesel gener-
ators, among other things. The sit-
uation had become so bad that
many schools were closed for
weeks, Trains were routinely late
and many flights were diverted as
there was such poor visibility. This
pollution brought with it severe
health problems for those with res-
piratory ailments and badly
affected the elderly and young
infants. The official version is that
these conditions are the result
largely of stubble burning in Punjab, Hary-
ana and other border areas. .

A question that is on everyone’s mind is
whether this will aggravate the Covid-19
pandemic. And, unfortunately, the answer
seems to be that it will.

Researchers from Harvard University
have found a link between coronavirus
deaths and hazardous particulate
matter (PM2.5) in the air. They have
deduced that air pollution caused an 8%
increase in Covid-19 deaths in the United
States (US). Germany's 1ZA Institute of
Labor Economics found, on the basis of
studies, that thereisa there is a clear con-

ection between greater air pollution in the
Netherlands and a faster spread of Covid-19.
According to this study, the death rate from
the virus due to air pollution was as high as

he smog is back in Delhi again. Until
I last month, the sky was so clear that

21%.

‘The World Health Organization (WHO),
however, has not pronounced on this link,
and said that further examination of these
studies, the data and conclusions are
required.

On an average, seven million people die
across the world from air pollution-related

Shashi
Shekhar

causes annually. According to the World
Air Quality Report released last year, India
is ranked five among the world's most pol-
luted countries. Not only this, 21 of the 30
most polluted cities in the world are in
India.

‘Why is this situation worsening over the
years? And this is so, despite strict curbs
prescribed by the Supreme Court (SC). How
serious are state governments and the
Centre on this pressing issue? Let us look
at Haryana and Punjab. There is a hue and
cry every year about stubble burning —
while the high court has said that this prac-
tice should be curbed, the state
governments, Centre and the farm-
ers are at loggerheads with each
other.

Most of the harvesting in these
two regions is done by machine.

These machines harvests the crop
leaving a part of the stem and root
in the ground. The farmers com-
plain that rooting these out could
cost up to 25,000 to 36,000 per
acre and that burning is a less
expensive proposition. The solution to this
problem is using the paddy straw chopper.
But this machine cost around 1.5 million.
‘The state governments argue that the cost
of harvesting the stubble should be borne
by the Centre; the latter, in turn, argues that
it can only provide machines at reduced
rates.

‘We are in a dire situation. We need strin-
gent restrictions on any activity which
causes air pollution to increase. This means
anything which generates dust and smoke.
‘This may bring out some improvement but
the solution has to be longer-term, such as
adopting clean technologies. There is an
argument that stopping much of the pollut-
ing industries or putting curbs on transport
could hamper economic growth. But gov-
ernments have to put their heads together
and come up with innovative solutions in
consultation with experts. Otherwise, the
cycle will only repeat itself with the added
danger now of the Covid-19 pandemic exac-
erbating conditions.

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan
he views expressed are personal
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An incomplete solution
The Centre must assure States on the timeline
for payment of the GST compensation due
The past week witnessed some forward, albeit in-

explicably delayed, movement towards breaking

the deadlock between the Centre and States on
bridging this year’s shortfall in cess collections to re-
compense States for adopting the GST. Following a lack
of consensus at a third meeting of the GST Council on
the issue last Monday, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitha-
raman said States that had agreed to the Centre’s pro-
posal could begin borrowing from the market. To recap
— the Centre had argued that just 21.1-lakh crore of the
estimated ¥2.35-lakh crore shortfall in GST cess inflows
was due to GST implementation; the rest was due to CO-
VID-19. States could borrow 31.1-lakh crore with interest
and principal payments to come from future cess col-
lections; or borrow the ¥2.35-lakh crore, but bear the
interest from their coffers. By Wednesday, 21 States had
agreed to the Centre’s first option and were permitted
to raise about 79,000 crore (0.5% of their gross State
domestic product) as additional borrowing linked to
their acceptance of the option. On Thursday, however,
the Centre changed tack and said it was now willing to
borrow the Z1.1-lakh crore and lend it onward. Calling
this an administratively easier measure to ensure States
do not end up borrowing at different interest rates, the
Ministry asserted this would neither increase the fiscal
deficit nor the general government debt.

States and economists have welcomed this change of
heart, especially as it helps bring in much needed cash
for States to fight the pandemic. However, it is odd that
the ‘administrative ease’ of the Centre borrowing and
lending to States, had not struck North Block manda-
rins earlier — given that the cess collection worries sur-
faced soon after the lockdown was imposed. Over the
course of the negotiations, States had urged the Centre
to borrow and pay them, but the Finance Ministry had
repeatedly stressed that this would push up interest
rates and upset its fiscal math. Precious time could have
been saved had the Centre made this offer earlier — se-
ven months into a year that has seen economic activity
and revenue sources dry up, and States have only re-
ceived 320,000 crore from the GST cess. Kerala, which
was considering a petition in the Supreme Court with
other Opposition-ruled States, has cooled off on the le-
gal route, but sought full payment of the 32.35-lakh
crore shortfall this fiscal. On Friday, Ms Sitharaman
wrote to Chief Ministers suggesting that the Z1.1-lakh
crore, in addition to the 0.5% of GSDP borrowing,
would give them 32.16-lakh crore, or almost 90% of the
compensation shortfall. Cash flow assurances aside, the
Centre must now talk to States to ensure greater clarity
on the unanswered questions — including when the
States will get the balance GST compensation. That is
imperative to sustain the fragile peace attained for now.

No great escape

low global rank in tackling nutritional
deficits calls for a revamped PDS

India’s poor progress on nutritional indices must dis-

India

pel the hubris surrounding strong economic growth
for years, and turn national focus on persisting hun-
ger, wasting and stunting among children. This year’s
Global Hunger Index (GHI) places India in the company
of Sudan — rank 94 among 107 countries — with the un-
edifying assessment of the national situation as “se
rious”. The country’s score of 27.2 is the worst among
BRICS countries, and inferior to Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Nepal. The GHI is developed around
‘wasting and stunting (under five), the share of the pop-
ulation with insufficient caloric intake, and child mor-
tality. Index scores by international agencies have been
critiqued as flawed for choosing the wrong weights in
scoring, and also for not including genetics and social
determinants, but that would be a narrow view. The evi-
dence from the NFHS-4 of 2015-16 is not very different.
The reality is that national policy has no appetite for a
radical transformation in the delivery of adequate nu-
trition especially to women and children, and has paid
inadequate attention to achieving diet diversity through
the PDS. On the other hand, the country is widely seen
as falsely equating energy calories with a diverse diet.
The existing deprivation has been aggravated by the
pandemic, with food inflation putting pressure on de-
pleted incomes or meagre pensions and savings.

The NFHS-4 found that under-five stunting from
chronic undernourishment stood at 38%, and wasting,
aresult of acute lack of nutrition, at 21%. These data re-
present some progress, at a drop of about 10 percen-
tage points in both categories compared to a decade
earlier, although steady economic prosperity should
have yielded a far bigger social dividend. The latest GHI
measure is a reminder that much work is necessary to
bring the true benefits of the National Food Security Act
to the unreached, not merely as hunger mitigation
through cereals, but as nourishment through a diverse
diet that includes fat, protein and micronutrients. But
there are worrying indications that the Centre has cho-
sen the wrong course. In its pursuit of fraud within the
PDS, it is inclined to take hard measures that would de-
prive the disabled and the elderly of even cereals, by in-
sisting on biometric verification to get supplies. Streng-
thening the PDS, with a focus on women’s health,
would lead to healthier pregnancies, and stronger sup-
plemental nutrition under the ICDS scheme would give
children a better chance at all-round development. The
importance of sustained, immediate intervention is
further underscored by recent findings of International
Food Policy Research Institute scholars that three out of
four rural Indians cannot afford a balanced, nutritious
diet. The right to food would be meaningless if it leaves
alarge section of Indians hungry, stunted and wasted.

The Raj Bhavan's new role — taking centre stage

The political design behind increasing gubernatorial over-reach is simple

)
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HARISH KHARE

ien in 2007 at the height
of the agitation in Nandi-
gram in West Bengal, Go-
vernor Gopalkrishna Gandhi had
allowed himself to express his
“cold horror” at the ugly violence,
Raisina Hill overseers were not
pleased and their displeasure was
conveyed to the Raj Bhavan in no
uncertain terms. There was a defi-
nite clarity in New Delhi that a Go-
vernor need not get involved in
the fracas among the political par-
ties and leaders. That was “old In-
dia” and there was a commitment
to the federal principle.

In the “new India”, a new role is
being scripted for the Raj Bhavan,
as is for all other constitutional in-
stitutions. The Governors in the
non-Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled
States have been given a licence to
convert Raj Bhavans into a rival
centre of political activism — even
intrigue — against the elected go-
vernments.

The letter in Maharashtra

Hon'ble Jagdeep Dhankhar at the
Kolkata Raj Bhavan, so far, had the
distinction of being the most ac-
tive licentiate — till his counterpart
in the Mumbai Raj Bhavan decided
last week to cross all limits of gu-
bernatorial propriety. Maharash-
tra Governor Bhagat Singh Kosh-
yari’s by-now famous letter to
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
demanding re-opening of the plac-
es of worship to the devotees
across Maharashtra, is a brilliant
but thoroughly unnerving innova-
tion in a Governor’s bag of tricks of
o

ver-reach.
Various Raj Bhavans, of course,

The hues in the green tribunal’s

Over 10 years, the NGT has made a difference to environmental protecti
=
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JAIRAM RAMESH

‘esterday (October 18) was a
ignificant day, as it marked
l the 10th anniversary of the
National Green Tribunal, or NGT
(https://bit ly/2T8Bz10). Few mi-
nistries can boast of as varied, di-
verse, and challenging a mandate
as the Ministry of Environment
and Forests. The downside to this
vast and all-encompassing scope,
which covers forests, wildlife, en-
vironment, climate change and
coastal protection, is that it gives
rise to an equally diverse volume
of litigation.

Complexities from day one
This was one of the very first
things I realised upon assuming of-
fice as the Minister for Environ-
ment and Forests in the year 2009.
The sheer number and complexity
of cases, with several more being
added every week, led the Su-
preme Court of India to designate
a special Bench to handle these
matters. This Bench, which met
every Friday to deliberate on these
and many other matters, came to
be known fittingly as the ‘Forest
Bench’. And this was to say noth-
ing of the numerous matters that
were filed and pending hearings in
the various High Courts.

Given the time constraints of
the top court and the High Courts,
some cases had been pending for
decades and in turn, spawning

have become embroiled in ex-
tremely unsavoury controversies
over the decade, partly because
the Constitution of India does al-
low a certain discretion to the Go-
vernor. And a discretion invariably
does get abused. The framers of
the Constitution had definitely dis-
favoured the idea of an elected Go-
vernor because they were unam-
biguously clear that political
power would only be vested with
the Council of Ministers, headed
by a Chief Minister; yet, they were
not inclined to put in a formal In-
strument of Instructions for the
Governors and were content to be-
lieve that political decencies and
correctness would be observed
both by the Governor and the
Chief Minister.

As the distinguished constitu-
tional expert, Nani A. Palkhivala,
saw it, “the Constitution intended
that the Governor should be the
instrument to maintain the funda-
mental equilibrium of the people
of the State and to ensure that the
mandates of the Constitution are
respected in the State”. The as-
sumption, of course, was that
those appointed to a Raj Bhavan
would be endowed with “a buddhi
[wisdom] which sets apart a states-
man from a politician”.

A twist to discretion

In the post-Nehruvian era, as our
politics became rough and our
politicians rougher, that buddhi
eluded most Governors. As an ap-
pointee of the Union Government,
the Governors have, predictably
enough, been all too prone to do
the bidding of the ruling party at
the Centre.

Inevitably the “discretion” — be
it choosing a Chief Minister, or re-
quiring a Chief Minister to prove
his/her majority, or dismissing a
Chief Minister, dissolving the legis-
lature, recommending President’s
Rule — came to be tainted with
partisan political considerations.

other linked matters which further
delayed the process. I also realised
that despite the efforts of the capa-
ble officers and experts assisting
the Supreme Court, this was at
best an ad hoc solution.

Stages in an evolution
Several years prior to my tenure,
Parliament had passed laws relat-
ed to the establishment of a Na-
tional ~ Environment Tribunal
(1995) and a National Environment
Appellate Authority (1997). The
Authority (https://bit.ly/300QiOb)
was intended to act primarily as a
forum for challenges to environ-
mental clearances while the Tribu-
nal (https://bit.ly/2HgGASg) could
award limited amounts of com-
pensation in cases of environmen-
tal damage to life or property. In
my opinion, these did not go far
enough in terms of jurisdiction,
authority, impact, or autonomy.

It was clear that the enforce-
ment, protection, and adjudica-
tion of environmental laws re-
quired a specialised and dedicated
body. A tribunal, staffed with judg-
es and environmental experts,
would need to be empowered to
hear these issues so that the bur-
den on the High Courts and the Su-
preme Court could be reduced.
The quality of time spent on these
issues could also be increased as,
unlike the Supreme Court, the tri-
bunal could have benches in va-
rious States, thereby increasing ac-
cess to all citizens. Thus, the idea
for the ‘NGT” was born.

This was not the first time that
the idea had been mooted. In judg-
ments such as M.C. Mehta & Anr.
Etc vs Union Of India & Ors. Etc
(1986), the then Chief Justice of In-
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More often than not, the guberna-
torial discretion was abused, so-
metimes absurdly, even whimsi-
cally.
The Supreme Court did try,
through its judgment in the S.R.
Bommai case, to restore some
kind of order on the rampant pro-
clivities of Raj Bhavans. That, of
course, did not prevent a Gover-
nor from becoming difficult. For
example, a Governor has been
known for, once, withholding his
assent to the Budget because the
Chief Minister was not inclined to
accede to the Raj Bhavan’s de-
‘mand for a fourth imported luxury
car for “ His Excellency”.

But now, the BJP has accelerat-
ed the process of institutional lum-
penisation. A new role for the Go-
vernors in the non-BJP ruled States
has been devised. Without seem-
ing to abuse his ‘discretion’, a Go-
vernor, like the gentleman in the
Kolkata Raj Bhavan, can blatantly
put the licence of ‘gubernatorial
activism’ in the service of his boss-
es’ party interests. There is proba-
bly nothing in the Constitution
that forbids a Governor from mak-
ing a political nuisance of himself.
The Twitter handle comes in han-
dy. Or, no one can fault a Governor
for granting an audience to delega-
tions hostile to the Chief Minister.
‘The Maharashtra Governor was all
too willing to get himself photo-
graphed with a film actress, who
was  demonstratively brawling
with Chief Minister Thackeray.

Or, take the case of the West
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dia, Justice P.N. Bhagwati, had sug-
gested “to the Government of In-
dia that since cases involving
issues of environmental pollution,
ecological destructions and con-
flicts over national resources are
increasingly coming up for adjudi-
cation and these cases involve as-
sessment and evolution of scientif-
ic and technical data, it might be
desirable to set up Environmental
Courts on the regional basis with
one professional Judge and two ex-
perts drawn from the Ecological
Sciences Research Group keeping
in view the nature of the case and
the expertise required for its adju-
dication. There would of course be
aright of appeal to this Court from
the decision of the Environment
Court” (https://bit.ly/31jDXEv).

These observations were re-
called in 1999 by the Supreme
Court in the landmark case of A.P.
Pollution Control Board vs Prof.
M.V. Nayudu (Retd.) which added
its own emphasis on the need for a
court that was “a combination of a
Judge and Technical Experts”
(https://bit.ly/345PPIR) with an ap-
peal to the Supreme Court from
the Environmental Court.

The NGTs first year was a tur-
bulent one. Unlike the opaque le-
gislative process followed today,
the first draft of the NGT Bill was
circulated as part of a pre-legisla-
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Bengal Governor openly suggest-
ing that the police officials and the
bureaucrats should perform their
duties as “public servants are not
political workers”. Almost, a hit-
and-run strategy. And, then, leave
it to the media to whip up a politi-
cal cloud over such loaded
utterances.

New low

Article 167 of the Constitution
does allow a Governor to call for
any information “relating to the
administration of the affairs of the
State”; but, with a wink from the
bosses in the Union Home Minis-
try, a Governor like Mr. Dhankhar
or Mr. Koshyari can become a total
partisan. But, it was a new low
when the Maharashtra Governor
mockingly asked the Chief Minis-
ter if he had suddenly turned
‘secular’.

In the “old India”, the President
of India would have mostly proba-
bly found a way of communicating
the Rashtrapati Bhavan’s displea-
sure to the Maharashtra Governor
for this ‘secular’ taunt. After all,
secularism is very much a part of
the basic structure of the Constitu-
tion, the very sacred book that a
Governor takes oath to “preserve,
protect and defend”.

“Secularism” is not a dispensa-
ble part of the Constitution, nor is
it a dirty word, as Governor Kosh-
yari’s letter implied. After all, it
has been pointed out by jurists
and constitutional scholars that in
the Kesavananda Bharati case, the
Supreme Court had declared secu-
larism as a basic feature of the
Constitution, even before the For-
ty-Second Amendment had intro-
duced the word ‘secular” in the
Preamble to the Constitution. The
political design behind an over-ac-
tive Raj Bhavan is simple: poke,
prod, pinprick and provoke the
elected government to waste its
political energies and capital in an
unwanted war of attrition; the BJP

to crowd in on certain State governments

can be the only beneficiary from
the resulting skirmishes.

Reflecting an arrogance
However, there is a certain meth-
od to this gubernatorial madness.
Governors like Mr. Koshyari and
Mr. Dhankhar are too insignificant
as political players to have crafted
on their own this new gubernato-
rial meddlesomeness; their over-
reach is only a reflection of a new
arrogant mindset at work.

The Narendra Modi-Amit Shah
leadership subscribes to a maxi-
malist approach to the obligation
of institutionalised sharing of pow-
er within our federal framework.
Over and above the primacy of the
Union, the BJP is allergic to the
idea of having to share power and
space with other political parties
and players. The non-BJP govern-
ments, an unafraid Mamta Baner-
jee and unintimidated Uddhav
Thackeray, are seen as eyesores
which need to be removed. To that
end, wherever possible, the Raj
Bhavans would become the State
BJP’s extension counters. No one
should be surprised if the BJP were
to use the contrived Koshyari-
Thackeray dust-up in the Bihar
election campaign later this
month.

This itch for political intole-
rance is a recurring nightmare for
the Indian Union. After she re-
turned to power in 1980, Indira
Gandhi was determined to use the
Raj Bhavans to get rid of unhelpful
non-Congress governments. Re-
member Governor Ram Lal in
Andhra Pradesh or Governor Jag-
mohan in Jammu and Kashmir.
But, now, a new righteous of the
“new India” is being deployed to
beautify an old-fashioned power
lust. An over-bearing Centre ap-
peals enormously to wannabe em-
perors.

Harish Khare is a senior journalist based
in Delhi

resilient journey

tive consultation process and in-
spired widespread debate. Con-
cerns ranged from the genuine to
the absurd. In the first category,
one of my senior colleagues ar-
gued that it would contribute to
the trend of ‘tribunalisation’ (a de-
bate that would achieve some clo-
sure a year later with the Supreme
Court’s judgment in R. Gandhi’s
case in 2010). In the last category,
an environmental non-govern-
mental organisation took issue
with the name and argued that the
word ‘Green’ could act as a green
signal to potential polluters. Fol-
lowing its passage, the Madras
High Court even issued notice on a
petition which had challenged the
Act as unconstitutional and stayed
appointments to the body (an or-
der vacated by the Supreme Court
on appeal).

Incidentally, I had intended for
the parent bench of the NGT to be
in Bhopal, as a tribute and homage
to the memory of the victims of
the Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984.
However, many of the jurists and
retired judges I consulted suggest-
ed that for administrative consid-
erations, it would be better for the
Chair to be at Delhi.

The track record

Since its inception, the NGT has,
apart from creating a new breed of
legal practitioners, protected vast
acres of forest land, halted pollut-
ing construction activities in me-
tros and smaller towns. It has pe-
nalised errant officials who have
turned a blind eye towards enforc-
ing the laws, and held large corpo-
rate entities to account. It has pro-
tected the rights of tribal
communities and ensured the en-

on, helped by a new tribe of legal practitioners

forcement of the “polluter pays”
principle in letter and spirit. In
this endeavour it has been assisted
by brilliant practitioners, many of
whom are young counsels, pas-
sionate and dedicated towards
protecting the environment.

A change in attitude
Perhaps the biggest testament to
the NGT’s success has been the at-
titude of the ruling government to-
wards it. Three years ago, in a fash-
ion similar to what has been done
with the Right to Information Act,
the Central Government attempt-
ed to dilute the criteria for ap-
pointments to the NGT and other
tribunals. T challenged this dilu-
tion before the Supreme Court
and my counsel, the renowned se-
nior advocate, Mohan Parasaran,
was called upon to assist the
Bench as an amicus curiae in the

case.

The rules (though not the Rule
making power) were ultimately
suspended by the Supreme Court.
But key challenges remain: the
NGT must focus less on gover-
nance issues and more on adjudi-
cation. Benches have to expand
manifold. Vacancies have to be
filled quickly.

In its next decade, the NGT
must continue to remain a proac-
tive ‘inconvenience’ to all those
who, while pontificating grandilo-
quently on the need for environ-
mental protection, take actions
that make economic growth eco-
logically unsustainable.

Jairam Ramesh is a Member of Parliament
and the Chair of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Science &
Technology, Environment & Forests
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A strong bond

Former President Pranab
Mukherjee not only lives in
the hearts of Indians but
also in the hearts of

imports and the pandemic,
demonetisation and
introduction of GST, is
squeezing the life out of
domestic toy

Page1,

‘Special’, October 18). The
love and respect
Bangladeshis have for the
former President is
overwhelming. There are
forces out to divide people
in the name of religion, but
the underlying spirit of
oneness between India and

must not be left

(‘Ground
Zero’ page, “Far from a
happy toy story”, October
17). As an important first
step, the Centre needs to
impose a ban on Chinese
toy imports. Additionally, a
reduction in the Goods and
Services Tax to the lowest
slab needs to be

i b

forgotten.
PoOJITIA ViSwANATH,
Thottakara, Otapalam, Kerala

‘Toy story
‘The quadruple whammy, in
the form of cheap Chinese

Y
considering toys to be
educational aids.

In terms of marketability,
the G.I. tag of the toys can
be leveraged and these toys
presented to visiting Heads
of State or Governments as

a souvenir. These toys
should also be handed out
to the Padma, Arjuna, other
sports and film awardees as
amemento along with the
respective awards. The
government can also
consider purchasing these
toys in bulk and giving
them to its schools for
gifting to students below a
Certain age. “Play or
Display” should be the
slogan these toys should be
marketed under.

Lastly, the Centre should
also carry out an
educational blitzkrieg,
targeting the major
importing countries, about
‘wooden toys being safer.

V.V, KOUSHIK,
Chennai

Biometric ration supply
Itis great that India, at
almost all levels, is
improving after the
introduction of many
changes. One such step is
having electronic
authentication for ration
supply. However, there is a
spoke in the wheel. With
poor connectivity, the
machine does not work and
there are frequent scenes of
people being made to wait
long hours and then asked
to return home to try their
luck another day.

Thave observed that not all
provisions are supplied on
the same day. It could be
rice one day, dal another,
and oil some other day.
Each time, the individual

concerned has to come in
person and affix his thumb
impression — that is if the
‘machine is working. It is
sad that it is an uncertain
situation for the elderly, the
disabled and the poor. Till
now, in Tamil Nadu, the
poor did not have to worry
about their basic needs as a
result of the Public
Distribution System. But

online, scan the QR code

with an ‘insistence’ on
electronic authentication, T
fear that many an elderly or
disabled person will face
hunger. There should be an
alternative way to supply
provisions when the
machine does not work .

De. JESSIE LIONEL,
Velore, Tamil Nadu

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS:
A news report about J&K topper in NEET examination from a
trouble-torn area (October 18, 2020) had erred while giving the
name of the candidate who had earned that distinction. The
Jammu and Kashmi i -
able on the National Testing Agency’s website, is Avikshit Gupta,
and not as reported. It was clarified by the bureau that the list of
State toppers was not included in the statement given to the re-
porters earlier. However, the bureau said, it is now available on the
NTA website, with a footnote saying that the list was added later.
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Probing judicial impropriety and corruption

Only retired judges of high credibility would be able to conduct a robust inquiry into Jagan Reddy’s complaint

PRASHANT BHUSHAN

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy dropped a bomb
last week when he wrote to the Chief
Justice of India (CJI) accusing a sitting
judge of the Supreme Court of judi-
cial impropriety and corruption and
State High Court judges of bias.

Contents of the letter

The letter refers to the purchase of
agricultural land, in the area to be
declared as the capital city of Andhra
Pradesh, between the time when
Chandrababu Naidu became Chief
Minister in 2014 and the time when
he announced the demarcation of
the new capital at Amaravati. The
charge is that the land was pur-
chased by persons, including the Su-
preme Court judge’s daughters and
in-laws (named subsequently in an
FIR), after declaration of the capital
area limits, at the same low price for
the lands which existed before the
demarcation, when in fact the mar-
ket prices had skyrocketed, thereby
causing huge pecuniary gain to
them. In this connection, in March,
the Principal Secretary (Home), And-
hra Pradesh Government, wrote to
the Secretary of the Union Ministry
of Public Grievances and Pensions
seeking a CBI inquiry into the find-
ings of a Cabinet sub-committee, set
up to investigate charges of corrupt
dealings in land purchases. The sub-
committee had “opined that public
servants at the helm of affairs in the
erstwhile government misused and
abused their official position to pre-
determine the location of the new
capital and subsequently purchased
lands to unjustly and illegally benefit
their associates and their companies
and businesses, family members and
political party members...”

Mr. Reddy accused the Supreme
Court judge of influencing the alloca-
tion of benches at the State High
Court (his parent High Court) to hear
politically sensitive cases. This, he
wrote, led to the passing of a string of
orders staying a number of investiga-
tions of corruption against the Naidu
government. One of the cases the let-
ter cites to show that the High Court

5. SUBRAMANIUM

is favouring Mr. Naidu is an extraor-
dinary order passed late one evening
by the Chief Justice of the High Court
staying all investigations into the FIR
involving this land scam, which men-
tions the relatives of the Supreme
Court judge as well as a former Advo-
cate General as beneficiaries. The
Chief Justice also issued an unprece-
dented gag order on the media from
reporting the contents of the FIR.

The letter also mentions the High
Court’s recent order of an inquiry in-
to a private conversation between a
retired judge of the High Court and a
district judge (under suspension). In
the conversation, the retired judge is
heard mentioning his knowledge
about the corruption of this Supreme
Court judge and asking the district
judge if he has more information in
this regard. The district judge then
surprisingly files an application in a
pending writ (seeking an investiga-
tion into the death of a backward
class registrar of the High Court due
to alleged violations of COVID-19 gui-
delines at the High Court) bringing
on record this telephone conversa-
tion which he had secretly recorded.
‘This unrelated conversation, filed in
an intervention which was not even
allowed, and which has nothing to
do with the prayers in the main writ,
is then made the basis for ordering
an inquiry into what the High Court
terms “designing a plot against The
Hon’ble Chief Justice of High Court of
Andhra Pradesh and another sitting
Judge of the Supreme Court”. This is
a rather extraordinary order, espe-
cially considering that much of the
conversation contained information
on the Supreme Court judge already
in the public domain and does not
make out any plot or conspiracy
against a judge or the judiciary to
warrant such an inquiry.

With these developments, two
questions have arisen: one, whether
such a letter/complaint against the

Still awaiting police reform

It is time for the judiciary to step in and enforce
the diktats it had passed in 2006

ML.P. NATHANAEL

Police brutality in recent months has
turned quotidian. The thrashing of a
Dalit Ahirwar couple by the police in
Guna district of Madhya Pradesh on
July 14 was very But for

the political system or the function-

ing of the police force in general”. In
a subtle manner, a signal had been
sent. The report was put in cold stor-
age until Prakash Singh, a retired IPS
officer, filed a PIL in the apex court in
1996 ing the i i

the media coverage, the incident
would have gone unnoticed. The Dis-
trict Collector and the Superinten-
dent of Police have been transferred
and six police personnel have been
suspended since the incident. The
matter will soon be forgotten.

The public outcry following the
brutal torture of J. Benicks and his
father P. Jayaraj in Sattankulam town
in Thoothkudi district of Tamil Nadu
resulting in their death had still not
died when news came that a gang-
ster, Vikas Dubey, was killed by the
Uttar Pradesh police in Kanpur when
he allegedly tried to flee from custo-
dy. The police version of the incident
was quite unbelievable. It looked like
the law had been subverted.

‘These incidents and several others
show that we need immediate reme-
dial measures lest the country wit-
nesses an upheaval of the kind that
the U.S. saw following the death of
George Floyd. Should such a situa-
tion arise, it will be the political class
that will squarely be held responsi-
ble, for it is they who have proved to
be the stumbling block in the imple-
‘mentation of various apex court di-
rectives aimed at improving the func-
tioning of the police.

Solutions that remain on paper
Commissions and committees are set
up every time there are demands for
police reforms after a major incident.
Then the of such

of the NPC's recommendations.

In 2006, the Supreme Court is-
sued a slew of directives on police re-
form. These would have had a far-
reaching impact had the States and
the Centre paid any serious attention
to them. But that would have upset
the applecart of our politicians and
even the bureaucrats, some of whom
are known to be corrupt and mired in
crime. According to a report by the
Association for Democratic Reforms
(2018), there were 1,580 MPs and
MLAS facing criminal charges. The-
rein lies the crux of the matter.

Turning a blind eye
The one diktat that would hurt the
mostis the setting up of a State Secur-
ity Commission (SSC) in each State
which would divest the political lead-
ers of the unbridled power that they
wield at present. Of the States that
constituted an SSC, only Andhra Pra-
desh and Karnataka have made SSC
recommendations binding on the
State government, according to the
Commonwealth Human Rights Initi
tive. Only six States provided a mini-
mum tenure of two years to the Di-
rector General of Police (DGP). In
‘Tamil Nadu, T.K. Rajendran, who was
made DGP (Intelligence) and given
full additional charge as DGP in Sep-
tember 2016, was formally appointed
DGP on the day he attained the age of
superannuation. Many States have

commissions and committees are
simply consigned to the archives. But
they are not forgotten as some senior
police officials vociferously demand
implementation of their recommen-
dations from time to time.

The first serious attempt to over-
haul the policing machinery was
made when the National Police Com-
mission (NPC) was set up in 1977. The
NPC submitted eight reports to the
Ministry of Home Affairs between
1979 and 1981. Seven of these reports
were circulated to the States in 1983
with an annotation that “the Com-
mission has been unduly critical of

cM
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not ingle directive of
the Supreme Cour(.

Since expecting political will to im-
plement police reforms is a far cry, it
is for the judiciary to step in and en-
force the diktats it had passed. Four-
teen years is too long a period for any
further relaxation. The Court has to
come down heavily on the States and
the Centre to ensure that its direc-
tives are not dismissed lightly. A bold
step towards bringing down crimes is
possible only when the politicians-
criminals-police nexus is strangled.

M.P. Nathanael is Inspector General of Police

(Retd), CRPF

Supreme Court judge should have
been put out in the public domain;
and two, what the CJI's response
should be. In 1997, judges adopted an
in-house procedure for inquiring in-
to such charges. In case of a com-
plaint against a Supreme Court
judge, the CJT is expected to order an
inquiry by three sitting judges of the
Supreme Court. Though in C. Ravi-
chandran Iyer v. Justice A.M. Bhatta-
charjee (1995), the court held that
such complaints should be kept con-
fidential, the unfortunate reality is
that the judiciary tends to try and
brush complaints of corruption
against judges under the carpet. So-
metimes, if the public becomes
aware of such complaints, the CJI is
compelled to order an inquiry. But
we have often seen that even credible
complaints against judges, made
confidentially to the CJI, are ignored.

The same is seen in attempts to
impeach a judge. I have found thatat

Contempt proceedings against him
would be counterproductive, since
he is unlikely to be cowed down. The
issue will probably escalate, further
denting the image of the judiciary.
Some say Mr. Reddy’s charges
against the judge should not be taken
seriously since he is himself facing
several corruption cases. In fact, a
Bench headed by the same Supreme
Court judge ordered fast-tracking of
such criminal cases against MPs and
MLAs. However, the fact that the
complainant may be corrupt should
not cloud the view about the charges
made by him; if those charges are se-
rious and backed by evidence, they
must be investigated. Charges of cor-
ruption can also be a ground for in-
itiating impeachment. Such charges
therefore cannot remain secret.

What should the CJI do?

The purpose of the in-house proce-
dure is that all credible complaints of
misconduct against judges of the
High Court and Supreme Court
should be looked into by a commit-
tee of judges. The charges made in
Mr. Reddy’s complaint are serious
and appear to warrant an in-house
inquiry. The code of conduct re-
quires an inquiry by three sitting
judges of the Supreme Court. Butin a
complaint involving the senior-most
puisne judge, it is unlikely that junior
judges will conduct a robust and
credlb]e inquiry. In the case of the

least t
before a sufficient number of MPs are
willing to sign an impeachment mo-
tion against a judge: there should be
solid documentary evidence of cor-
ruption and it should have become a
public scandal. In the absence of the
second condition, MPs are reluctant
to sign an impeachment motion even
if there is documentary evidence of
corruption. The Ravichandran Iyer
decision, that the complaint should
be kept confidential, is only likely to
lead to more serious complaints be-
ing shelved. In any case, as the court
has held, sunlight is the best disinfec-
tant and there is no reason why such
cnmplainrs even if made against se-
nior sitting judges, should not be put
out in the public domain. The view
that this would scandalise the court
is archaic and has been discarded in
most progressive democracies.

Now, petitions have been moved
seeking action against Mr. Reddy for
releasing the letter to the media.

complaint against
lhe prevlous CJ1, Ranjan Gogoi, by a
woman employee of the Supreme
Court, the in-house i did

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

The global pandemic and
its impact on journalism

While the impact has been mostly negative, there is some good

news too

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on
every sector. Its impact on journalism is im-
mense. Economists have given us sufficient
warnings about how the lack of reliable data
in India hurts the most vulnerable. Just as we
do not have data on migrant labourers, we
do not have any data on COVID-19’s impact
on Indian journalism. But a global survey
gives us an indication of the cost extracted
by the pandemic from the world of
journalism.

The International Center for Journalists
(ICFJ) and Columbia’s Tow Center for Digital
Journalism started the Journalism and the
Pandemic’ survey to understand how mem-
bers of the media are faring in these trying
times. The authors of this project are Julie
Posetti, an award-winning journalist and aca-
demic who leads the ICFJ’s global research
programme; Emily Bell, Founding Director
of the Tow Center for Digital Journalism at
Columbia Journalism School; and Peter
Brown, Research Director at the Tow Center
for Digital Journalism. They surveyed 1,406
English-speaking journalists and news work-
ers from 125 cuumrm wnh the dlm of pro-

ported having at least one negative emotion-
al or psychological reaction as a result of the
pandemic. Two-thirds of the respondents re-
ported multiple negative mental health im-
pacts. Twenty per cent said their experience
of online abuse, harassment, threats or at-
tacks was “much worse than usual”.

The question of false balance comes out in
a critical manner in the survey. In their re-
port, ‘How are we feeling?’, the authors
write: “Readers have been outraged at the

of
opinion columns under the justification that
it’s important to expose readers to a range of
views.” Reliance on platforms such as What-
sApp and Facebook saw a sharp increase as
reporters depended on remote sourcing
rather than being a witness. Many questions
emerge from this development: “Are they
‘more like public meetings or private conver-
sations? How secure are they? And what are
the ethical implications of dependence on
tech platforms for building communities?”
The survey also said that “politicians and
elected officials were identified by 46% of the
respondents as a top source of disinforma-
tion, along with government agencies and
their representatives (25%), and State-linked
troll networks (23%), highlighting a serious
lack of trust in political and governmental
actors as the pandemic took hold.” It identi-
fied Facebook as a “prolific disinformation
vector” (66%). Over one-third (35%) also
found the Facebook-owned closed-messag-
mg app WhatsApp as a top spreader; 11% of

vidinga

not allow the complainant to be ac-
companied by her lawyer, nor did it
allow recording of the proceedings.
The final report, which purportedly
exonerated Mr. Gogoi, has not yet
seen the light of day. Strangely, the
woman whose allegations were
found to be unsubstantiated by this
committee was later reinstated by
the Court. This casts serious doubts
on the credibility of the report.

Only retired judges of high credi-
bility will be able to conduct a robust
inquiry into Mr. Reddy’s complaint.
The Chief Justice should set up a
credible inquiry committee. This will
enhance the reputation of the judici-
ary, dispel mistruths, and redeem
the image of the judge concerned.

Prashant Bhushan is a public interest
advocate practising at the Supreme Court

p
of the challenges faced by journalists in the
first few months after the World Health Or-
ganization declared COVID-19 a pandemic.

Many threats
Thirty per cent of the respondents who were
reporting in the field during the first wave of
the outbreak said their news

identified Instagram, also
Facebook owned, as a top enabler; 9% cited
Facebook Messenger; and 42% cited Twitter
as a “prolific disinformation spreader”.

Some positive findings
Amidst this generally depressing news, there
were some positive findings too. Forty-three

did not supply them with a single piece of re-
commended protective equipment. Forty-
five per cent said they did not receive a face
mask; 49% said they were not given hand
sanitisers; and 85% said they did not receive
appropriate technical equipment such as ex-
tendable boom microphones and telescopic
lenses that would have enabled them to con-
duct interviews at a safe distance.

The survey found other threats too. Se-
venty per cent of the respondents rated the
psychological and emotional impacts of
dealing with the COVID-19 crisis as the most
difficult aspect of their work, and 82% re-

per cent of th reported that au-
dience trust in their journalism had in-
creased during the first wave of the pandem-
ic and 38% said they had experienced
increased audience engagement (which was
also largely positive) during the period. And
61% expressed an increased commitment to
journalism as a result of the pandemic.

Most respondents want to alter the pu-
blishing environment in favour of high-qual-
ity reporting, and governments and civil so-
ciety organisations to reaffirm a belief in the
value of critical, independent journalism.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

DATA POINT

Joe Biden

POLL FAVOURITE | According to

based news website, Biden had a1

Advantage

opinion polls, aggregated by fivethirtyeight.com, a U.S.-

Trump in national polls as of October 17. In March, the gap
was narrower (4%-6% points). It widened in June (6%-
points) and increased further in October (8%-10.5% points)

data from multiple
0.7% point lead over

9.5%

The trendline shows average voting intention

based on indyidual polls (%) Men 45 49
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Trump tailed Biden by a wide margin among Black, Hispanic
Trump Biden and Asian voters while leading among White voters
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NOT THE OTHER | According to a study by the Pew
Research Center, views on Trump are central to voting
choices — both among his supporters and Biden's. In
October, 63% of Biden's supporters said their choice
was more a vote “against Trump. Also, 71% of Trump's
suppurlers said their choice was more a vote “for Trump"
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30-49
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their choice was more a vote...
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For Biden Some college

first week of Oct. 2( High school

Afornight before the U.S. presidential election, opinion polls show that
democratic nominee Joe Biden is significantly ahead of incumbent Donald
Trump in the race for the White House. While Biden appeals to a broad variety
of people cutting across age, race and gender lines, Trump holds an edge:
among white, male, older and under-educated voters. By The Hindu Data Team

PREFERENCE MAPPING | Overall, Biden enjoys significant
acceptance across gender, race, age and education lines.
However, Trump holds a slight advantage over Biden in
certain sections of the population. Charts show the %

of voters who would vote for Biden i /Trump mif the
presidential election was to be held today*. Among both
men and women, Biden was favoured by the majority,
though the gap was narrow among men

Younger voters overwhelmingly favoured Biden. Support for
Biden reduced a

Voters with a college degree preferred Biden. Support for
him increasingly faded as voter's education levels decrease

the age of the voter jncreased

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 19, 1970
Quebec extremists kill minister

Quebec extremists executed Labour Minis-
ter Pierre Laporte after holding him captive
for a week but as a wave of deep shock and
anger swept Canada there was confusion ov-
er the fate of the second kidnap victim —
British diplomat James Cross. The body of
Mr. Laporte, 49-year-old father of two chil-
dren, was found wrapped in blood-covered
blankets in the boot of a car in Montreal,
with a single bullet hold through his head.
Police in reporting the grisly find last night
also said they had discovered the body of Mr.
Cross abducted from his Montreal home on
October 5, by members of the Quebec Liber-
ation Front (F.L.Q.). But the police later
would not confirm or deny the report. A
Montreal radio station reported that a letter
written by Mr. Cross saying he was alive was
recieved to-day [October 18] by the Montreal
police. With the letter was a communique
from the F.L.Q. Police later confirmed re-
ceipt of the letter and communique. Accord-
ing to the radio station the communique said
the full demands of the F.L.Q. must be met
or Mr. Cross would be executed.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTORER 19, 1920

The Coal Strike

(From an editorial)

The threatened strike of the miners in Bri-
tain has now began. On the merits of the
miners’ claims, the non-recognition of
which has resulted in the present disastrous
strike, we do not now propose to enter. We
shall we be content with touching briefly the
position taken up by the Government and
the miners respectively. The Government’s
case i that at the present level of coal prices
and wages of miners, many of the mines
could just only manage without closing
down and that therefore no rise in wages or
reduction in prices was justifiable or possi-
ble. The Government strengthened their po-
sition with statistics which tended to show
that, far from production increasing or at
least keeping pace with rise in wages, it had
fallen concurrently with such rise. The min-
ers, on the other hand, at first contended
that there must be effected a reduction in
prices by 14s.2d per ton and, subsequently,
shifting their ground, asked for a 2s. increase
in wages. The miners are consumers as well
as producers of coal and they are interested
as much in getting coal prices decreased as
in getting miners’ wages increased; and
hence their first request to get coal prices re-
duced as the cost of living was high.

ANDNOE
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Our digital leap forward
and asnareto beware

As|nfor mation Agecompanieszoom ahead whilemost otherslanguish under a covid doud,

Indiawould need to ensurethat ear ning gapsdont result in stagnant mass-market demand

usinessesin diversefieldsand of
varioussizeshave been left gasp-
ingby covid-19, but some have
either forged ahead or rocked on
asdemand swelled for their wares
and/or servicesunder our corona
siege. That businessfortuneswould split was
clear all alongtheascent of our biginfection
wave, but would profit gaps|eave usagape?
Would capital, if not capitalism, get shaken
up?Answersmay slowly have begun to sur-
face. Take India'sinfotech resultsafter Osand
Isturned into virtual life support for most of
thewebbed world, apositive demand shock
for digital gigseverywhere. Aglanceat the
numbersof our top playerswould show that
they arenot just surviving the pandemic, they
arethriving under it. Last week, TataConsult-
ancy Services(TCS), India'slargest software
exporter, posted aquarterly net profit of
7,475 crore, not apeak but about 6.7%higher
thanitsJunequarter, on revenuesof 340,135
crore, up 4.7% Itscloserival Infosysscaled
new highswith itsnet profit up 4.4%to
34,845 croreon salesof 324,570 crore, up
3.8% HCL Tech’sfiguresfor the second
quarter of 2020-21wererobust, too, with
Wipro not far behind. In dollar terms, their
performance looked brighter still. Thisisnot
likethetech boomsof yore, but impressive for
thetimes. They outdid forecastson most
counts, and their prospectslook upbeat.

With India'scoronacurve now seentobeon
adescent, e-commerce exuberance could well
bethestory of thisyear'sthird quarter. Covid
hasnudged shoppersonlineglobally. The
US-based retailer Amazon Inc, which sawits
sequential salesjump almost 8%duringthe
Junequarter of 2020 tonearly $89 billion,

expectsto add 50%more capacity acrossthe
world thisyear. A pre-pandemic digital shift
hasgot magnified, evidently, beit how people
liveor work. In thewordsof TCSchief Rajesh
Gopinathan, “What we arewitnessing right
now isthestart of thefirst phase of amulti-year
technology transformation cycle.” Liketheir
global peers, Indian firmshave also found they
need toinvest heavily in technology to get
their operationsup to speed. Even if we escape
another wave of the pandemic, therewould be
nogetting away from arising dependence on
automation. All thissuggeststhat thearenaof
businessmay cometo bedominated by enter-
prisesof the Information Agein wayswehave
not seen sofar.

Whilethat hasindeed been happening for
years, thetwo-speed economy it would now
throw up could alsowiden inequalityina
country that hasasocio-economic pyramid
that isalready too steep. A bigbulge of Indians
derivetheir livelihood from sectorsfraught
with uncertainty and turbulence. According
toaMcKinsey Global Ingtitutereport, India
must achievearecovery in manufacturing
and construction for our economy toregain a
trajectory of rapid growth and generate jobsat
the scaleweneed. Capital needsdispersal for
ittouplift Indian lives. If earning gapsare not
adequately addressed right now, Indiarisks
getting caught in a“middle-incometrap” all
too prematurely. Asmall tech-savvy elitemay
discover thereisjust not enough money to
goaround at lower slabsof the pyramid for
demand to swell at apacethat justifiesour
global tagasan emerging market. To save
massconsumption from stagnation, revive
investment, and aim high again, weurgently
need another burst of broad reforms.

Thecountlessuntold soriesof
livessent haywire by thevirus

‘Wemay never hear of thestrugglefor survival that hundredsof thousandsfaceafter covid struck

<)

isaformer editor of ‘Financial Express’, and
founder-editor of ‘Open’and ‘Svarajya'
magazines

ay thevirushasgot you fired or
shut down your business, and

league and aretired police officer we'd
hired asmusclefor such situations, set
off for hisvillagein Howrah district.

On themain village road, ayoung
man on arickshaw with amegaphone
wasannouncing an upcomingjatra(a
traditional Bengali theatre form usually
enacted in the open) by arenowned
Calcuttatroupe. Wewent tothenearest
teastall and asked for directionsto our
customer'shouse. Immediately, aman
got up and asked who wewere. We
named our company. He asked usto
comewith him. On theway out, hesaid
something tothejatrapromoter on the
rickshaw. Thiswasworrying. In our
business, in such situations, oneneeded
tobeaert—wewereaiter dl dienshere
and

you
alsohave an equated monthly instal-
ment (EMI)to pay. Themoratorium on
loansisover, and you haveto pay inter-
est on the EMIspostponed. Soyou
actually need to pay more, though you
still earn nothing. It'snot uncommon.
Thirty yearsago, | worked in the con-
sumer finance businessof agiant multi-
nationa. Wefinanced everything from
TVsetstotrucks. With i

could get hostile.
But therewasnothing we could do now.

“l am Prakash’sbrother,” said our
guide. Aswewalked, hetold uscasually
that hehad asmall shop, but because he
worked for an opposition party, it had
been burnt down 1

Das. Weexplained that weneeded the
money right now, with penal interest.
“Givemethreedays,” hesaid.“I'm
organizing thisjatraon Wednesday
night, and theresponseisgood. Ifit
doesn’t rain, and the event goes
through, | hopetomake aprofit of
%4,000. You'll haveyour money.”
Therewasawhisper at thedoor. We
saw apregnant young woman, half-
hidden by thecurtains, beckoning to
our customer. Hegot up, hismother
camein, and three plateswith asandesh,
arosogolla and asamosa on each were
placed beforeus. Sothat'swhat the
brother had told our man on the
street—to buy sweetsfor us. Deeply
uncomfortable, | said: “You shouldn't
sspend money on us.” smother smiled
andreplied: “You areguestsand you
havecomealongway. Wecan't let you
gowithout having something.” The
policeman muttered: “They've already
spentthemoney, sir. Eat up.” Weate.

ago by
thugsfrom theruling party. Thiswas
apparently common, but asaresult, he
now had noincome.

tly-built house

fund transfer system, post-
dated chequesfrom thedebtor to cover
theloan period. Asthe manager for
threeeast Indian states, | wason the
front line, both approving loansand
collecting from defaulters. After all,
thesaleof aloan isincomplete until
thelender getshismoney back with
interest.

Prakash Dashad bought amotorcycle
with aloan from us.He had been an
ideal debtor for 18 months, and then he
began defaulting. The EMI was3526,
and four consecutive chequeshad
bounced. Wechecked the documents
hehad submitted when applying for the
loan. Hisfamily'sfinancial health
seemed to befine: Heworked in ajute
mill, hiswifein agovernment school,
and hisfather in thestate government.
It wastimeto go meet him and, if neces-
sary, seize themotorcycle. Soone Sun-
day, asmall posse—me, ajunior col-

of paint on them. sparentswelcomed us
graciously and seated usin thesmall
livingroom. Hisfather then explained
how utterly unexpected eventshad
changed thefamily'sfortunesin thelast
few months. Hiselder son’sshop was
gone; sfactory had shut, and hiswife,
whosejob at the school had been atem-

g seen off by themen,
| said: “Till Thursday noon. Otherwise
wecomeand takethebike.” Thefather
said: “Sir, there'sadifference between
you coming and taking the bike away
and my son coming to your officeand
handingit over. On Thursday, | promise
you that hewill cometoyour office
either with themoney or thebike.” |
knew | could trust hisword.

I had never worried about the
weather asmuch as| did that Wednes-
day, scanning the sky frequently for
rain clouds. Butitdidn’train, and the

porary one, had lost it
expecting; thefather had retired six
monthsback, but since hehad been an
honest man and never allowed anyone:
around him totake bribes, theclerksin
hisdepartment were now exacting
revenge by holding up hisprovident
fund and pensi dall

brother camethe next morning and
paid up thedueswith abundle of soiled
notes. Soon after this, | left the company
andthecity. Ayear later, on holiday in
Calcutta, over an evening drink with an
ex-colleague, | asked what had hap-
pened tothe case. “Oh, hecouldn'’t pay,”

had goneinto building thishouse.
Therewasno money left to paint
thewalls.

Then wesaw thejatrarickshaw man
flit past our door. Aminute later, he
appeared, andintroduced himself as
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hesaid . “Wewent and
seized hisbike.”

Theeventsthat ruined the family
weretotally unexpected. | wonder how
many hundredsof thousandsof people
thisout-of-the-blue virushascreated.
Their storieswill never betold.

JUST A RROTART

Knowingwhat'sright
doesn’t mean much unless
you dowhat’sright.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Apractical reason whybusinessesshouldresist bullies

MANU O SEPH

neday abillionaire walked into a
meeting of journalists. He guessed,
correctly, that we were talking
“something negative” and that wewere, as
usual, plotting the downfall of the govern-
ment and thepowerful. Hethen said, “Ban-
iyeki moochh hamesha neechehoti hai.” For
those who don't follow Hindi, an English

hapsmillionsof regular peopleafter it with-
drew acommercial to appeaseamob. The
commercial showed a pregnant Hindu
‘woman in aMuslim household getting along
with an affable Muslim mother-in-law. A
small segment of Hindus objected to the
commercial, claiming to be offended,
though it is not very clear what exactly
offended them, apart from the detail of a
Hindu woman being married to aMuslim

of practical retreats They think that fighting
for what isright at therisk of lossesissome-
thingonly acertain typeof artist, journalist
or activist does. In reality, it isthis notion
that isimpractical and an affront tothewis-
dom of capitalism. All toooften, practicality
isamasguerade for poor analysis.

Itisnot hard to under-
stand why most people give
corporations along rope.
b !

man. Youmay think

of an argument. All of usdo get angry now
andthen, and wetry todressit upin “facts’
and other farces. But in this case, thereis

trandation will He'snot of
and anovelist, wasusingt! figu-
most recently of Miss Laila, ratively i And

Armed And Dangerous’

thy of mention. | am certain that
ifit wasapregnant Muslim girl in aHindu

what he meant was that merchants are by
nature more practical than courageous; that

therewould havebeen norage,
though | cannot substantiate this unless
thereisanother ad with suchaplot line.

they never ant: ol ful.
There isageneral perception that the
whole business spectrum, which includes
industrialists, entrepreneurs, merchants
and salaried executives, is given to being
pragmaticinstead of idealistic, amiablewith
authority instead of being confrontational,
and compliant instead of being bold. Thisis
why in the past few days, Tanishq, aTata-
owned jewellery brand, received much
understanding, even sympathy, from per-

Inany , what happened wasthat even
though Tanishg had done nothing wrong
and it had only made alame film about
human love, it capitulated to a bunch of
trolls. The brand’s reputation is intact
because corporations and the rest of the
businessclassappear to have amoral right
not to stand up to bullies. Thisisapercep-
tion granted by peoplein general because
those people in general work for corpora-
tionsand areacquainted with theusefulness

to lose. A small group of
inconsequential peoplecan
harm them inwaysthat are
disproportionate to their
individual powers. Most
brands gain nothing by
acquiring a controversial
image. Most products are
about happiness and no
company wantsto remind
its consumers of the
unpleasantness of life. Itis
rebellion
peopleinlow-paying professionsor with low
prospects. Thisalso explains why arts stu-
dents agitate more than engineering stu-
dents, and why sonsof poor men are more
likely to rebel against their dads than the

Submitting to
trollstendsto
empower not
just these petty
troublemakers
but also foes

of capitalism

imitators of the West may bloviate about
“institutions,, thefact isthey never built any
in the decades that they had tremendous
influence. Asaresult, thereislittlethat pro-

Freedom of expression is not entirely
about entertainment, nor merely about the
right to offend. In asociety where storytel-
ling doesnot have wide cultural freedom,
whereamob can regulate it by claiming to

thekind of

sy,

who have exquisite freedoms. Also, people
who seek freedom of
expression are usually
thosewhoearn their liveli-

powerful arelargely useless, even destruc-
tive, totheeconomy. In India,itisfar easier
for someone to get attention by raking up
pointless issues than through ingenious

hood from expi
idedistsarejust small prac-
l\C?l entrepreneurs like

ation. For tf 1
itisvery easy for mediocre artistsand activ-
iststogain attention, even aninternational

writersand

Even o, thereisareason
why businesses should
exhibit morecultural guts,
whyitiswisefor theentire
business community to
resist bullies, and why
entrepreneurs  should
behavelikeartists.

We do not need the
abstraction of morality todotheright thing.
Logiccan showwhatitis. In most situations,
if not all, weindeed know what it is. Often,
there isonly one right way, and amillion
wrong ways. A single right way isclarity, a

sonsof rich men. Also, whil

idealismistheclarity of tt way.

reputation, by mob.

When the bar istoo low for cultural and
activist charlatanstosucceed through facile
gimmicks, society as awhole isimpover-
ished.

Also,inaworld wherethesuccessful, the
smart and the happy feel that they havetoo
much tolose by standing up to bullies, the
veryideaof rebellion hasbeen taken over by
the down-and-out and the dejected. Anar-

jobof rery littleto
lose. Every timeacorporation capitulatesto
abully,it not only empowersasmall mob of
cultural guardians, it alsoempowersfuture
disenchanted foesof capitalism

And yes, afree society does make better
cinema.
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Construction and manufacturing
could be our growth propellants

If adequately set up for success by policy action, these sectors could be pivotal in driving India’s growth over the next decade
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These rare gibbons are found only in the forests of Hainan island in China. arp

Anew bridge of hope for world’s rarest primate

S winging through the treetops comes naturally for gibbons. But that's tricky if
alandslide has torn a huge gap in the forest, making it difficult to roam far and
wide, to find food ormeeta date. Forthe rarest primate inthe world, there's now

SHIRISH SANKHE

& ANUMADGAVKAR

are, respectively, senior partner at McKinsey &
Co, and partner at McKinsey Global Institute

ew-age servicessuch ase-com-
merce and digital communications
dominate conversations about the
next curve of growth these days.
While these sectors hold great
promise and need to maintain their
growth momentum, McKinsey Global Institute’s
latest report, India’s Turning Point, shows that
high economic growth over the next decade would
need the traditional sectors of construction and
manufacturing to play aleading role.

Indianeeds to create 90 million non-farm jobs
over the next decade, requiring an average annual
gross domestic product (GDP) growth of 8.0-8.5%
over 2023102030, or about double the rate of
2019-20. While this seemslikea tall order, failure
toachieve this growth momentum might meana
decade of missed opportunity.

Ouranalyses show that of the 90 million non-
farm jobs needed, 24 million could come from con-
struction alone—16 million from real estate and 8
million from infrastructure. Manufacturing, mean-
while, could generate one-fifth of the incremental
annual GDP (about $750 billion) and close to 1l mil-
lion new non-farm jobs by 2030.

To generate ts share of employment, the con-
struction sector needs to grow at about 8.5%,
nearly double its 4.4% growth rate over financial
years 201213 0 2018-19. India could take two
majoractions to trigger this growth.

First, spend about 8% of GDP on infrastructure
annually for the next 10 years. Of this, the govern-
mentshare of the spending could be 6% of GDP,
more than the 4% of GDPspent in the last fow
years.

Second, build 25 million affordable homes over
thedecade. For this,asetoffocused real estate

d.The

the country could include generou g
incentives for home ownership and creating rental
stock. At the central level, substantially raising

tax drental

Edij)

ly. India has a high land-pri
average-income ratio; in terms of per square-
metre price (o per-capita GDP, itisabout 6.0 in
Mumbai and 3.8in Bengaluru versus 0.5 in Bang-
kok and 0.2 in Beijing. To narrow this gap, India
could do two things. First, release 20 to 25% of
underused but buildable public-sector land. About

introduce targeted, time-bound and conditional
incentives—like the production-linked incentives
announced in April 2020 for domestic handset
manfacuring—toreduce the cost disadvanage
that Indi

with companies from China and Vietnam among
other countries.

400,000 land-holding s with defence,
railways and port trustsalone.

Second, reform zoning regulations in the top 300
ciesby populaton,Indiancites havean average
floorsp: lex of 1. 0 1.3, much lower than that
ofcomparable iteselsewhere. This would.of
course, need tobe a(‘(‘ompamcd by infrastructure
planning.

incomes, as well as introducing tax incentives for
investmentsin rental housing stock could be
idered. The US, which offers ta i

interest of up to $750,000 on mortgage loans and
an effective low-income housing tax credit incen-
tive, could serve as a good guiding example. State-

been apowerful engine
of growth for most vk performing emerging

uch as China, where
GDP grew by 13% annually over 2000 mzmo and
and Vietnam, where it rose by

10% over 2010 to 2019, was

Indian 1d al rful demon-

stration effects by establishing port-proximate
manufaclunngcluslers that contain free-trade

. They could provide land at
lower costs, plug and- play infrastructure, and
common utilities, apart from expedited approvals.

Indiaalso needs to consider reducingits factor
costs of powerand logistics. Inefficiencies in power
e "

the only country ina peer set of 20 countries with
industrial power tariffs higher than residential

ta i tsare also high, at

% of GDP, and its modal mix is skewed
towards high-cost road transport. Both these costs

created at a4-5%rate.

could be reduced 20-25% by enabling fi

level Idinclude in India could capitali and privatized distribution company (or “discom”)
duucsand fees (ike ha dssuch as shiftin, insand models, reducing cross-subsidy surcharges, and
lon regulatory h ing use of digital and jon. A i i freight
r(-ntmntm]nnluvl- 1 digitally-enabled, | setofsub-sect and capital goods, If setup forsuc

reduc
affol dable housing construction,and bringing the
goods and services tax on modern construction
methods (like pre-fabrication) in line with in-situ
buildings. The blueprints of these policies could be
designed over the next three to sixmonths, and
implemented soonafter.

hemicals food processing, phar
1d generat
5500 billion of economic value by 2030. The elec-
tronics sector’simports alone stand at $125 billion
currently, and it needs to replicate the success of
the automotive sector.
Toturbocharge manufacturing, India could

and construction could be pivotal in driving India’s
growth over the nextdecade. Considering that

the consequences of inaction on this front could
iblybe g Indiaisata
critical turning point. It is time for the country to
gobackto the basics, and bring manufacturing and
construction centre stage.
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Robot punished for calling cosmonauts drunk

Russian-built humanoid robot that flew to the International Space Station

(ISS) has been removed from Twitter after insulting former

accusing then of

rinkingin space. The space robot Fedor (Final Experimental

thelSS forl0 daysin August but
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Pakistani falcon smugglers nabbed in good time

id ! birds out of the

P country. The falcons are thought to be worth about 200 million rupees
(£950,000;1.2m) on the black market. Collector of Customs Mohammad Saqif

said they

Afghanistan 0 "Arab countries” Huntingzwith birdsisa popularsportina number

of the Middle East. R
recovered, while AFP

y says 75 fal

report that 74
d one houbara rd

desertbird

inNorth Africa

. The meat of the houb-

arabustard is widely prized in the Middle East as an aphrodisiac. Two men have
reportedly been arrested, and customs authorities plan to release the birds...
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Concorde’s ghost won't daunt this speedy plane

P eople have always wanted to travel fast, ever since the first person galloped

horseback,”

Mike B And he should know. Mr

Bdnnhter flew Concorde with British A|rvmy~ for 22 years. As theairline’ssenior

le captain he piloted the final

flight over Londonin October

2003 and subsequently the very last light delivering a Concorde to a Bristol

‘museum.Nearly

gerjetsthat can fly faster than th

passen-

4. Thismonth

rolled out its XB-1 supersonic test plane. It's the first civilian supersonic aircraft
since the Soviet Union's Tupoley TU-T4+4 in 1968. The skinny. sharply-pointed

softh Overture...
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The sea lion whose brain went under the knife

He hadn’teatenin 13 days.

Treatment withsteroids, pl\enohdllnlaland\almmfalled tocurb thesymp-

tomsof his cpilepsy. Then, on Sept. I8, he hada terrible seizure—violentlyjerking

Hisfippersand ming unconsciousinthe water.Cronutt,a7-year-oldsealfon,ad
1so hedin' . ndt

ixFlags
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cumbingtoanew plague of epilepsy. The cause is climate change.
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The Economics Nobel's propensity to stir controversies

VIVEK DEHEJIA

heannouncement of the 2020 Nobel
prize for Economics on 12 October
aroused asurprising degree of contro-
versy. Awarded to twomild-mannered and

al science. Itsaim is to make

lives (materially) richer. The work that
should be singled out is the work that does
that—inabigwa
Intoday'ssocial-mediadriven world, the
reaction wasequally swift. Two recent grad-
uatestudentsof the wmnmgpalr now pro-
fessors

would achieve economic
fficiency, it remained forater cconomists
such as Milgrom and Wilson toshow howa
publicauction could elicit private informa-

Indian to have won (last year’s co-winner,
Abhijit Banerjee, was a US citizen when he
won)—waswidely scen, rightly orwrongly,
as*atonement” for the previous year'savward

Building on these insights, real world auc-
tions, such as for broadband spectrum, have
been designed in accord-

tweeted their own threads Economlﬂs

professors
atStanford University, Paul R. Milgrom and
Robert B. Wilson, the controversy arose

Akbarpour and Shengwu Li
argued persuasively that the apparently eso-
terictopicofauction design rel1|e< tosome

sethey
anapparently esoteric branchof microcco-
nomics known as “auction theol

Among mainstream economisis, ‘the first

is a Mint columnist

big stions fa type that
Milanovic and other critics purport to care
about. Going right back to Friedrich von
Hayek, hlmself an ea conomics Nubel

tobeticked offby theaward
Branko Milanovic, who sent out a tweet
thread critical of the prize. Apart from the

in inverted commas—implying that it’s a
bogusand real Nobel, not being one of the

original awards—Milanovic's substantive
point was that the award should go to
research dealing with big and important
Ith, poverty, i
soforth,ofthetype he dealswith —and notto
allegedly minor topicssuchashow to design
anauction. Ashewrotein the thread: “Eco-

fthe Austri
economics, Akbarpour and Li pointed (0
hat Hayek and earl

pioneers of modern economics grappled
with: How, exactly, does the (publicly
observable) price system capture and con-
vey (private) information through a market
economy? And how do we know tha this
Tesources?

While early pioneers of microeconomics,
including Kenneth Arrow, Gerard Debreu,
and Leonid Hurwicz—all Nobel laureates—
showed that under certain conditions, a

tC.Mertonand Myron
S.Scholesfor their work on financial deriva-
tives, closelylinked to the Long Term Capi-

tal debacleon

nently just. And everyone agreed that the
prizewasrichly deserved —especially since
Mundell won solo, rather than having to
shareit.

Meanwhile, inthe carly years of the prize,
which wasfirstawarded in 1969, the Nobel
committeewas playing catch-up, awarding

it to obviously deserving winners, titans of
the field such as Kenneth Arrow and Paul
Samuelson, who, together, can be credited
for codifying modern mathematical eco-
nomic theory. Another early winner, $

John Hicks, who shared the pri
Arrowin1972, was i
Keynesian theory in the “IS/LM”
ment-savings and liquidity preference-
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what cri y. that's g ’ financial crisis. Sen, whose

pretty big,isn't this year'saward [ oo poverty
Thisisnotbyanymeans i and deprivation, seemed a

teimtimetatinence.  Are@bitofa o oice

nomics Nobel prize has surprise but theyear after.

courted controversy. Sometimes, though, the
Thefnw%tggzmlli‘mgl; severalwinsin \lklhel i

man in . whic its timing right.

bypas;_cdt awhole ngc.:- the past have n]a ox\;n imn gurlu. iéob-

tion of international trade ert Mundell, won the Eco-

economists preceding  attracted flak  nomicsNobelprizein1999,

him, waswidely seen, farly thevery yearthat the Furo-

or ot as politically moti- pean common currency

vated. Awarded on the eve of the election of being (on 1 January).

Barack Obamato the US presidency. Krug- | Given that Mundel won, in part, for his

manwaswell Democrat about an “optimum currency

and critic of the incumbent president,
George W. Bush.

Likewise, the 1998 Economics prize
awarded to Amartya Sen—so far, the only

area” and as the architect of the first bluc-
printfora European currency going back to

we teach fo thisd lay
Sometimes, the Nobcl committee com-
bines winners in a given year with a keen
sense of irony. Thus, in 1974, the year that
arch free-marketeer and opponent of big
layek won,
with Swedish economist Gunnar M\’l‘ddl an
acolyte of the welfare stateand of extensive
government involvement in the economy.
What is without doubt is that the Nobel
prize remains the gold standard for aca-

(he1970s,leadingtohis
euro’s“godfather”, the timingseemed emi-

demicworki Thatisnotgoing
tochange.



